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A WORD ABOUT THE WRITER, Charles Fry
by Frencis T. Schrunk

I became closely associated with Elder Charles Fry in pasteral
work in 1935, when he was sent to Lincoln while under General church
eppointment for The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints. I have never known a more studious man of the three
standard books. He inspired me as no other person to study for
myself the scriptures as found in those books.

Tt was during his stay in Lincoln, some five years, that he
wrote the article on "The Personality of God". Many times when he
came to church his face would be radiant with the light of Christ
from his study of the scriptures gnd the inspiration that he had
recelved while writing on this article '

T trust that you as the reader will carefully and prayerfully
study these articles, and that the good Spirit will confirm the
divinity of the message.

It was always his desire that these articles and other writ-
Ings of his could have been gotten before the people of the church,
His age does not permit him to continue in this effort, but he has
given me permisslon to continue on for him. I commend these to
you for I am sure they will strengthen your falth in the Restoration
movement. "Whoso readeth it let him understand, for the Spirit
manifesteth truth; and whoso is enlightened by the Spirit shall
obtain benefit therefrom; and whoso receiveth not by the Spirit,
cannot be benefited" (D.C, 88;14d).

Francis T. Schrunk i '
I i Y % ) %
ALt) - |70
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THE CHOICE SEER: WHO IS HE? By Cherlcs Fry, 1.

The Inspired Version of the Bible conteins ¢ romerkeblce prophocey
uttcred by Joscph of Egypt docling with his pisterity. Hoving spcken
of o prOphot (Moscsg) whom the Lord would rrisc up to doliver his poo=
plo Iarcol Ifrom Egypt ond from bondege, ho s-id thet they should be
scettorod ecgein, but thot et the time of theilr sccttering "o bronch

shz1l be brokon off, end shell be coericd inbo ¢ forcount ry,“ This
brench wes to be of the scced of coscph, d notwithstinding thoir. acp—
eretion fromtho rest of tho house of Isrccl "they sholl be remombore
od in thc covonents of tho Lord whon the Mossich comcth,"

Lettor Dey Scints, in the light of the Book of Mormon rovc&lmonts,,
hold thrt this "br-nch® of the housc of Joscph is vho onc described
in that book es belng plentod by Lohl upen the Amoricrn continent,,

" grew into a2 grost poople, ond which oftor ccnbturices of onlightomnont
ond civilizetion , foll into spiritucl ond notional deecay, cnd boceme
a dcrkeonod peoplo.

In hermony with the covenents mede to his fethers, Joscph pro=-
phesicd of this bonighted brench that "he (the Mossich) shell bo mede
menifcst unto them inthe letter drys int he Spilrit of power: =nd

* shell bring them out of dorkness into light; out of hiddon durknoss,
and out of ceptivity unto freedom." This does not mecn thet the Lord
will eppeer in porson st this time o3 ho did in foemer deys, but that
by the power of his spirit, Christ and his pospel would bo rceverled
to them to their restorction.

A SEER TO BE RAISED UP

The performence of this grost work wes to be effceted by = "Soer"
whom the Lord would rcolse up and empower. Joscph's prophecy continues*
A secr shall tho Lord my God rcisc up, who shell be o choice seocr un—
Yo the fruit of my loins. Thus scith the Lord God of my fathers-unto
- moe, A choice seor will I reise up out of the frult of thy loins, and
he shell be csteemed highly cmong tho fruit of thy loins, his brotharng
end unto him will I give commendments thet he shell do & work for the
fruit of thy loins. And he shell brinu thom to the knowledge of the
covcnants which I have made wibn thy fether; end ho shell do whetso-
ever work I shell command him." (heuosia 50;26-28)

So far thils prophecy derle solely with the “br?nch" which>w“s to
be broken. off, cxcept for en incidentel rcfcronec to Moses and tho de~
livorance of Isrzel from Egypt, cnd it distinetly shows thet tho work
of this seer would be in behelf of this brench,

THIS SEER TO BE GREAT

8 The secr whom the Lord would reisc up in tho 1utter dﬁys is to be
of great importonce in The Tordis wo*k, in truning 2 great people to
~:their God,; a2 poople probcbly comprising meny nﬂtions and kindreds,
The propﬁocy indicetos thet this poople~e branch from Joseph-~would be
in spiriituel derkness ond spiritucl bondege. No ordincry msn ccn turn
o netion, but this men is to turn from derkness into light, snd from
~eaptivity unto freedom, a great people, more then 2 retion. To do this
he must be msde mighty end strong by the: power. of God. So the Lord
‘hes gaidy

“MAnd I will mcke him grest in mine eyes, cnd he sholl do my work;
and he shall be greet like unto him whom I heve said I would raise
up unto you, to deliver my people, O house of Isrcel, out of the 1land
of Egyptt,eeAnd out of wecknoss shell he be made strong, in thet doy
when my work shsll go forth smong cll my people, which she1l restore
thﬁm, who rre of the house of Isrtel, in the Irst d”ys.”(Gen.SO 29-32)
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"This men ie rofcrred to as "a choice scer," and ho is o BEon2s.

~ teemed highly" by his peoplc. Tho Lord seys that that scor ho will
blcss, and thet he "shall bring my peoplc unto salvation.," Such ex-
. pressions reveal the grestness of this prophet, and tho maegnituge of

. his work,. Moses delivercd ancient Isracl by tho powcr of God, when a

-small people, from political snd rcligious bondage, but this prophet
to como will bring a far grester pcople "to & knowledge of their fathe
ers in the lmttcr days; and =1so to the knowlecdge of my covenants,
seith the Lord," No prophet of the past has ever accomplichaed so grest
:ﬁg hgport@nt & work &8 this onoc is destincd to do. He will ba groat
eed,
To Be Of The Lineage Of Joseph

The cholce scer was to be raiscd up from Joseph'!s line of poster-
ity, for Josaply prophosicd, "Thus seith thc Lord God of my fathers
unto me, A cholee scer will I raisc up out of the fruit of thy loins,."
Joseph's posterity became greet; his two sons, Menessch and Ephraim,
becoming the heads of two great tribes in Israel. Thc branch which was
_"brokon off," and came to fmerics was but & small part of the tribe
of Manasseh-in fact, but one or two familics~but it grew into a grest
‘péeople, which in timo oxtended over the entire western hémisphere,.
‘Undoubtedly there are other portions of the posterity of Joseph in
other parts of the world, but the secr who 18 to be of the seed of
Joscphi is prophesied of only in connection with thia branch., Ho 18 to
be of the branch in Americe,

This Seer's Work To B ¢ In Bchalf Of
Josephts Posterity

. The secr that God is to raisc up ®out of the fruilt of thy 1oina,,

1.¢., Joscph's, 1s to work with his own peoplo. "And unto him will I

give commandments that hs shell do a work for the fruit of thy loins,
And he shsll bring- them to & knowledge of the covenents which I héve

rede with ¢hy father." "And unto him will I give power to bring forth
" my word unto the seed of thy loins," His mission isprimerily to his -
ov;n people, though his work may later be extended to ether portions ‘
of Isracl.

-Whet The Seer- Is To Accomplish .

Speaking of the Messish and that part of his own posterity which
should bo broken of f, Joseph wrotcr "For he shall be made manifest -
unto them in the latter days, in the Spirit of power; and shall bring
them cut of darkness into light:out of hldden darkncss, end out of
capt ivity unto freedom.," Such & work could be done only through some
humen sgent. All such works Goé accomplishes through men reised up
empowered of God. This 1s jJust what he has seid he would do in bring-
ing this branch of Joseph out of derkness into light in the latter
days, for the prophcey goes on to say, "A seer shell the Lord my Ged
raise up, who shall be a eholec seer unto the fruit of thy loins,."
God 13 to menifest his power through a prophet, or & seer, for a ae&r‘
i3 & prophet, and morc, (Mosish 5:76)

Onc part of the mission of this seer is to bring forth the word

of God to his people. "Unto him will I give power to bring forth my
word unto the seed of thy loins." This probably rcofers to the bring-
- ing forth of encient Scriptures which have been hidden in the carth
swelting God!s time for their revealment, The faet thet & seer is
constituted of one, who of God is given possession of the Urim and
Thummimnm, end the gift of God belonging therewith to use them in the:
translating of unknown Ianguages, and other purposcs, sustains this

fdee, (Mosish 5:72-85) This man's work as & seer is to bring forth,
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Page 3.
translatc and publish the ward of God, and thet in sddition to what
the people mey alreedy have. Undoubtedly this will be the beginningof
the great work which this man is to do, for there is more spoken of.

"And not to the bringing forth of my word only, saith the Lord,
but to the convincing them of my word, which shall alrcady havec gone
forth among them in the latter days,® This suggests grost power as a
prophet and leadcr, in which rogard he will bc like John the Baptist
who turned many to salvetion, This seer is to bring his people "out
- of darkness into 1light," and "out of ceptivity unto frecdom," It is
‘not impossible thatthis deliverance out of captivity unto freedom is
political as well as spiritusl, in which case he would be elso &
political leader, . ‘ : :

And still the prophecy goes on in describing the work of this msn,
declaring that he shall bring his peoplc "to & knowledge of their
fathers in the latter days: and elso to the knowledge of my covenanks,
seith the Lord." If thesc people who for gencrations have been left in
darkncss and ignorance are¢ to be gilven & knowledge of their fathers
through tho word which this masn is to bring forth, then this revealed
word must be historical record of the ancestors of thess people. And
- furthermore, 1f it Is to revesml to them the covenants of the Lord,
then it must of necossity be also a saered record, or Scripturc. By
his work @s a seer in bringing forth this word, and by his ministry
in convincing his people of its truth and divinity, he will turn them
to God. "The thing which the Lord shell bring forth by his hand shall -
bring my people unto salvetion." ‘ . , g
4 Thus 1s shown somewhat the scopo of this men's work in the latter
8YS e : ' o ‘

Who Is This Seer? :

The view has become eurrent in the church that this cholce seer
wa&s Joseph Smith, Jr., who by mesns of the Urim snd Thummim translated
" the Book of Mormon, a historica) snd sacred rccord dealing with the
people of the "branch" which was broken off from the femily of Josephe
This vicw, apsrt from one or two similiarities in the work of these
"two men, 1s bascd malnly upon one statemont of the prophcey which by -
meny 18 considored to bec conclusive. It is that "his namc shalX be
called Joseph, and it shall be after the neme of his father." It so
happens that the name of Joseph Smith, Jr., who was named after his-
father, corrcsponds to this part of the prophecy. However, the writer
has long since rcached a conclusion quite diffcerent,

Notwithstanding the corrcspondence in nemes with the prophecy,
Joseph Smith did by no means fulfill the prophecy as awwh ole. In fact
therc 1s but 1ittle in tho misslion of Joseph Smith that does correspond
with the work of this seer. This will be clearly secn in the light of
the following points:r R : S

I. The man spoken of in the prophecy is to be a seer to the seoed .

of Joseph of Egypt. Joseph Suivh's work was.to the gentilos. :
T 24 The secer was to be csteenied highly among Josephts sced. Joseph -
Smith never waa, for the cvideal reason that he was not known to them.
3+ The Lord has said thaet he would give unto this seer a commend-
ment to do & work for the fruit of the loins of Joseph: Joseph Smith
- received no such commendment, nor did any particular work for the
fruit of tho loins of Joscph. : , - :
o The scor is to bring his people, the branch, to e knowledge of
the covenants God made with Josepht's fathcer, Jacob, This Joseph Smith
did not do. - ‘ :
S+ This seer 1s to be great like unto Moses. Joscph Smith did the
work appointed him of God, and it was great, but not compareble to
that of Mosecs. :
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- 6o The"word" which the secer is to bring forth is "unto the sced of
- the loins of Joscph," referring to the branch which was broken off,
-The word brought forth by Josecph Smith was primarily to the gentiles,
though it may go in time to the sced of Joseph,

7+« The secer of the prophecy is to convince the scecd of Joseph of
the truth of the word which had glremdy gone amoig them, (the Bible),. .
Joseph Smith did not do this,

8. Nor did Joscph Smith confound false doctrines, stop contentions,
snd esteblish peece among the fruit of the loins of Joscph, as the
¢holce seer is to do,

9. The brench that was broken off was to be brought by this sear to
@ knowledge of their fathcrs, This was not done by Joseph Smith,

20, This scer is to be “madc strong; in that day when my work shall
§o forth emong all my peoplc,." Since that work has not yot gone smong
: @ll my people,” it is yet future, end could not hava been done by

" Josaph Smith,

1l. The work to be done by the scer is to accomplish the restorate

~ ion of Isrmscl. Joseph Smith wes & prophct of the gentiles and to the
.gentiles, and his work did not cxtend direetly to Isrsol.

12, The seer was to be divincly prescrved, "and they that seck to-
destroy him shell be confounded,” Joseph Smith was persccuted, im—
prisoned, and put to doeth by his cnemies, and they were not confounde
'edo-

- 0on the other hend there ere the points of correspondence betwcan
the work of Jose¢ph Smith and thet of the scer which we also notice:

1. Joseph Smith was & Scer &s well as a prophet. :

2. He brought forth the word of the Lord, by the urim and thummim,
which was the writing in small part of the fruit of The loins of Joseph.

3. His neme was Joseph, and 1t was eftcr the name of his father.

‘These three points howsver, in light of the twelve points prev-
1ously noted, do not establish Joseph Smith as the cholce soeoer of the
prophecy, There have boen meny seers and there mey be meny yet to come,
8o thet it is essily possible thst scme other then the prophet to the
gentilee may fulfill the prophecy. The Book of Mormon byought forth
by Joseph Smith itself shows that there are greater end far more ime
portent records that God holds in reserve but which are to come forth
in due time. And &s to the name, correspondence with the propheey in
this perticuler proves nothing unless there is correspondence in all
~other points elso, which, as we havc seen, there is not.

: Book Of Mormon.Evidenccs On Identity Of the Seer
The - identity of the choice seer is more fully rovealed by the Book

- of Mormon, cvidences being supplied confirming thosé given in Genesis,

end vhich ere morg clesr, more specifie, end which to the writer mske
utterly impossible asny applicetion of the prophecy to any other than

& prophet who 1s to arisc from the remnants. of the land who are descende
e€d from Lehi. We now examine these ¢vidences as found in 2 Nephl,chep~
ter two.

: The Book of Mormon es & whole gives the history of a colony of
Manasssehites whom the Lord led out of Jerusalom shortly before its
£inal destruction by Nebuchadnezzar, end brought to the lend of -
Americe where they grew into a great people. Notwithstanding they werec
blessad with the gospcl, and with prophéts, snd with the Holy Spirit,
& portion of the people rebelled and they becems & divided people,

‘one portion continuing in unbellef end wickedncss, and the other fluct-—
ueting between & high state of righteousness and civilizatlon Lo vary-
ing degrees of low estate, until nearly & thousand years had p&sse@,

. when through greet wickedness the govermment was destroyed and the
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netion fell into snarchy and spirituam darkness, They dogenersted into
heathendom toward the close of the fourth century A.D. It is under-
stood that the native Americen rasces are the remnants of this pcopke.
Thus the so-called Indisn races of North, South, and Central

. Americm todey, whosc number is cstimated at between ten and fifteen
millions, comprising meny nations and tribesr end who have lost the
knowledga of their own identity, remein the "fruit of the loins of
*Joseph,™ for (mekimg allowance for somc mixturc of other tribes of
Israecl) they erc of the lineagc of Jossph through Manasseh and Lehi,
They ere the branch which weas broken oftf, and it is specifically with
this pcople that the propheey of Joseph deals; 1t is from thom thsat
the cholce scer is to come, and it i1s to them thet his work will be
directed, @8 wo’rhell sece

The Prophecy of Lohi

‘ Lehi was the head of the 1ittle group of two familics and one eXxe
" tre men which left Jerusalem 600 B.C, He wes & prophet and priest, and
‘roceived divine direcetion in his journeying. When he had become old in
the new lend of Amcrica snd was sbout to die, he gave his last inskruct-
“ion &nd blessing to hisposterity, He had become familler with the pro-
pheey of Joseph for it was written in the sacred reccord, known ss the
plates. of bress, which he had brought from Jerusalem, and with the
Spirit of prophecy resting upon him hc guoted this prophecy with
slight varietion, and epplied it to his own people. He held them tobe.
the branch broken off from the seed of Joseph, and from which the Lord,
in the latter dmys, would raise up a righteous branuho .

Lehi clearly indicstes that the cholce seer whom God will ralsc up
in the lsttcr days will be of the loins of Joseph through thisbranch,
‘and that his work would be emong the secd of the loins of Josecph. Lehi -
hed finished quoting Joseph's prophecy end now proeceeds to declar&
his own prophecy by the Spirit of God. He sald:r

"And the Lord seld unto me slso, I will raise.up unto the fruit
of thy loins: and I will make for him a spokesmen, And I, behold, I .
will give undo him, that he shall write the writings of the fruit:o I
thy loins, 'unto thé fruit of thy loins; and the Spokeaman of thy loins
. shell declsre it." (2 Nephi 2: 36-37) .

. This men who 18 to be raised up from the loina of Lehi is not a
different seer from the onc spoken of in the prophecy of Josephs He .
is to "write the writing of the fruit of thy loins," thest is, to-trans-
late for his people the record of their fathers which they had lost
when they went into sin and darkness, which is the same work of which
Joseph prophesied when he said, "unto him will I give power to bring
forth my word unto the seed of thy loins." Lehi goes on to say, "And
it shsll bo @s 1f the fruit of thy loins had cried unto them from tha
dusti..«end they shall ery froa the dust; yem, even repentsnce unto
“thelr brethern, even after many gencretions have gone by them," The
poberity of Lehi were to write the sacred truth, ard after many gene-
erations had passed, and their children had dwindled in spiritual} .
darkness, these writings were to come to thelr benighted posterity in
the. letter deys, A seer would be raised up to bring thom forth,

: The Scer To Be Through Joseph The Son of Lehi
Lehi not only staetés that this seer 18 to be of hiaown,lineage,
but that he will come through the line of his youngest son whom he had
nemed Jossphe
B efora quoting Lehi upon this point it is necessary to remind the
readep thet the patriarchal Lehi had been blessing his sons end grand-
sons, &8 many &s were willing to rcceive his blessing; and he head now
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come to the lest one, his youngest son who wes but & led., It wes while

blessing this boy, Joseph, perhmps with his hands upon his head, that

he said to him, he Lord bless thee for ever, for thy sced shall not
utterly be destroyed,™ He wms speanking under the indictment of the Holy

Spirit. Coupling himself and his son with Joseph cf Fryrt from whom

they were descended, end wlsc with ths prophecy of Joseph conccrning

. the righteous branch, he introduces his propheccy regarding his son with
these words:

"For behold thou art the fruit of my loins; and I em & descendent
of Joseph, who wes carricd into Egypt, captive, And great wera the cove
enents of the Lord, which he made unto Joseph; wherefore, Joseoh truly
saw our dey, And he obtsined @ promisc of the Lord, thet out of the
fruit of his loins, thc Lord would raisec up a righteous branch unto the
house of Israel,"atc, (2 Nephi 2:5-~7)

Whet occasion had Lehl to introducc this prophecy of Joseph of ‘

- Egypt into the ble ssing of his son unless it had some special applicat—
ion there? In bringing it in there must have Been some purpose in view:
there must have been some connection between the prophecy and the boy.
or its use at that time would have been most inasppropriete and inconsist-
ent, As it was, this wholc prophecy of snclent date as guoted by Lehi,
wes & pert Oof the blessing pronounced upon the hcad of 1ittle Joseph,
Its significence was that it was to have its fulfillment through. this
boy in oné of his posterity down in the latter days, In other words,
the cholce seaer of whom Joseph of Egypt prophesied, was to come of the
Iineage of Lehi through his son Joseph. Lehi says just this in his.own
proPhecy over the boy:

"~ “And now, behold my son Joseph, sfter this menner did my father o f
old prophesy,. Wherefore, because of this covensnt thou ert blossed: for
thy seed shalll not be destroyed, Ior they shall raise up one mighty -
emong them, who shall do much good, both.in word and in deed, being en
instrument in the hsnds of God, with exceeding faith, to work mighty
wonders, and do that thing which is great in the sight of God, unto the
bringing to pass much restorstion unto the house of Isrsel, amd unto’
ghehﬁizg)of thy brethsrn. And now, ‘blessed art thou, J’oseph."‘ ( 2 Nepht

Thus the prophecy of Joseph was brought over and plaaed upon the
heed of Joseph, the young eon of Lehi, through whom it wss to have its
fultillment @8 pertaining to the ralsing up of the choice seer, the

~*one mighty." No wonder that Lehi anded his blessing with the words »

"And now, blessed ert thou Joseph,"

-~ 'Our application of these prophecies of both Josepl:n and Lehi te
Joséph Smith is & mistakc. In no possible way did Joseph Smith fulf111
them. They are yet future,. These prophecles deal with the restoration
of Isrsel which begins with the raising up of a mighty prophet, a seer
who shall first restore the lost record of the branch of Joseph, and
by the greet power of God which he shell receive, turn his benighted
people to the Lord and to salvation. This movement is to spread to all
parts of the hause of Israel whercever faund upon ths earth,

The Record That Is To Be B rought Forth

Thera gre two principal records kept by the house of Joseph- rirst,
& record begun probably by Joseph himscIf In Egypt, and kept by & suc~
cession of inspired men of his femily line through Msnasseh to Laban,
500 B.C., from whom they passed by divine intervention beceuse he had
become ecorrupted; to Lehi, & righteous prophet whom the Lord was lead-
ing at the head> of & colony to America, and who was 1n wll probability
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& younger brother of Laban, holding the right of suceession when Laban
proved unworthy. This record came to an end at thistime but was pre-
served and published to the Nephie people, serving a most Important
purpose in giving to them a knowledgec of God and his law, It was their
Scripture, Second, & record begun by Nephi, son cf Lehi, upon plates
of gold, referred.to modernly as the "first plates of Nephi," and con-
-tinued by a line of successors, all of Nephi's descent, from about

600 B.C., to 3Bl A.D., when Mormon at & time of national destruction
deposited them in the Hill Cumorah, their present hiding placé. They:
may be considered & continuation of the record upon 'the plates of

" brass, for the two glve an unbroken history from Joseph to Mormon, &
period of over 2,000 yecars.

The Book of Mormon which was brought to light in 1827 through the
instrumentality of Joseph Smith, is & small abridgment of the record
kept upon the plates of Nephi, made by Mormon before placing them in-
the earth. Moroni his son. wrote the final chapters and deposited tha
gbridgment in the earth, presumably In New York where¢ they were reveal-
ed to Joseph Smith. This work is quite insidentsl to the greater re=
cord upon the plates of Nephi, and was designéd primerily for the gen-
tiles,, from whom it will eventually go to the remnants of Joseph,

The Plates of Brass

- O0f the plates of brass, Lehi prophesied "that these plates of
bress (i.e., the reeord upon them) should go forth unto all nations,
kindreds, tongues and people, who were of his seed.” (1 Nephi 1:169)
They eare not to go to the gentiles. :

As showing that thils record will be brought to Iight by the seer
we note the following prophecies; which have particuidlar reference to
the promises and covenants God made to Jacob and Joseph, and which
are written upon the plates of brass, which covenants and promises are
to be brought to the knowledge of hispeople by the seer.

"And he shall bring them to the knowledge of the covenants which I
have mede with thy father" (Jacob),. (Genesiz 50:28)

" "And now I, Nephi, speak concerning the prophecies of which my
father hath spoken, eoncerning Joseph, who was carried into Egypt: for
bshold, he truly prophesied concerning all his seed. And the prophecies
“which he wrote, there are not many greater. Ard he prophesied concerne-
ing us, and our future gencrations; and they are written upon the pl=
ates of brass.," (2 Nephi 3:1-5)

"Phe prophet Zenos,..end also- Zenock,.testif*ed particular con= '
cerning us, who are the remnant of their seed, B ehold our fathor
Jacob also testified conecerning & remnant of the seed of Joseph. And
behold, are not we a remnent of the seed of Joseph? And these things
which testify of us, are they not written upon the plates of brass
which our fether: Lehi bréught out. of Jerusalem?" (3 Nephi L:71=-73)

These statements show that Jacob and Joseph, and also Zenos and
Zenock who were prophets in the line of descent .between Joseph and
LehZ, all spoke of their posterity, the remnant, which both Nephi s&nd
Morizon say means "us", the Nephites. It is these prophecies containing
the promises and covenants of God which the seer is to bring to the
knowledge of his people. Since they arec written upon the plates of
brass it means that that record is one to be brought forth by the
hand of the seer,
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Th& Platcs of Nephi

When Armoron,, 1n 320 A.D., buried these plates with others during
® time of civil wer and destruction, Mormon says that he hid. them up
unto the Lord, "that they might come sgain unto the remnant of the
house of Jncob, aceording to the pronhecics end promises of the Lord."
( 4 Nephi 1:59.)

Mormon s&ys that "there can not be written in this book (of Mormon),
even a hundreth part of the things which Jesus did truly teach unto
the people; but behold the plates of Nephi do contain the more part of
the things which'he taught the people; and these things have I written,
which are & lesser part...that they may be brought . again unto this peoe
ple, from the gentiles,..And when they shall have received this,...if
it so be that they shall believe these things, (in the Book of Mormon),
then shgll the greater things (the first pletes of Nephi} be made men=
ifest unto them." (3 Nephi 12:1-3)

These statements point to the publication of the ‘record upon.the
first pIates of Nephi to the. remnants of the Nephites in the Istter
days, Whether this record will be brought forth by the seer is not.
«cleer though it is nob improbable that it will.i

Othﬁr Points of Identity

Thus the Book of Mormon testimony confirms the Bible as showing
the identity of the choilee sser. To the twelve points already set forth
from the Bible sccéount showing the non-applicstion of the prophecies .
to Joseph Smith, we are now~&b1@ to add three oﬁhers from the Book of
Mormon:

I3. Lehi definitely shows that the prophacy regarding the seor is.
to be fulfilled 1n‘the 11neage of his son Joseph. Joseph Smith was not
of that linesge.

I}, The cholce seer 1s to bring forth the plates of brass and trana-
late them foi the benelit of hispeople. Joseph Smith brought forth the
ebridged receord upon the plates of Mormon but not the brass plates.

" ¢ IS5, .Bringing forth of the nationsl record of the Nephltes from the
first pletes of Nephi seems slso to be a part of the work of the '86€T,
Joseph Smith 414 not transiaste this work,

. Joseph Smith @s & prophet and seer asccomplished the work God de g
tined him to do< He occupied in his own place and fulfilled his divine-
1y eappointed misslon, and 1%t 1s not necessary to eredit him with eny
work belonging to amothér. The mission of the "choiké secp! is one yet
to be performed in the ra*siﬂg up of o righteous bransh from among the
posterity of Lehil, the sboriginies of America., That mﬁssion isto be
performed by tho seer prophesied of by- Joseph and by Lehi, and who is
to arise from their postérity through the line of Joseph the son of
Iehi,. He will come from the Inﬁian race,

The. preceding article is an exsect rcproduetion, by stencil and
nmimecgraph machine, by Francis T. Schrunk, of one printéd in the
Seints Herald of January 2, 1937. It received such e response that
Brother Fry wrote the following one on "THE CHOICE SEER: MORE LIGHT*,

it bedng not printed, I now give it as he gave it to me. I feel it
should be a p@rt of the pveceding article. Francis T. Schrunk.
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THE CHOICE SEER: MORE LIGHT Page 1.
By Charles Fry

(A1l Bible References From Inspired Version)

The present day world 1is. approaching, if not already entering,
period of transition in which there will occur a series of related e-—
vents and developments of great moment and of a magnitude far exceecde
ing what the ages have revesled since the time of the deluge. Changes
of most outstanding importance and effect whick are now unthought of
.will take place meking the world of tomorrow vastly different - from

that of today.

Government&I& Religious, and SociaI Changes .

o These changea will include a transfer of world dominion from the .
_present set up of knigdoms and empires to other and unexpected: groups
-of people, They will include a complete change of religlous philqaophy
and orgenization, the present perverted, devitallized and impotent forms
of Christianity, as well as the non-christian religlions, gradually
yielding to the true gospel and the actual kingdom of God pushed fore
werd by divine power. Under the new dominion and the true Christianity
social and sconomic changes will come bringing equity and justica,with

f;'peace and goodwill to the world,

Fulfilling of Gentile Times

. The . gentila times, which began more than.twenty»five centuriaa ago ‘
. with the final downfall of the Jewish kingdom and the rise of Nebuchadw
. .nezzer as a world.emperor, are drawing to a.close. The ending will be
marked by wars and rumors of wars, nation rising sgainst nation, with
famines, pestilences, and other perplexities, the whole world being in
commotion. (Matt. 24:29-30; D.C. L5:44). The gentiles "shall war among .
~.themselves, and the sword of thelr own hands shall fall upon thelr own
heads, and they shall be drunken with their own blood." (1 Nephi 7 2?)
Theae thinga will result in what is called "the fall of Babylon. :

Rising Up Of Isreel

With the declina and fall of the gentile power, upon benighted Is-
reael, who during the time of the gentile domination have been the out-
casts and down-trodden, "shell the Sun of righteousness arise with heal
ing in his wings," (Mal, l:2)While Israel includes those who .are com-
monly known as Jews it incIudes vastly more, for the Jews are but a
remnant of Isrsel, The people of the anclent nation were scatiered to
81} parts of the earth, some ag groups to form nations and othera to
mix with their gentile neighbors and becomelost. Theilr own transgresse
ions and departure from God, and the oppression of the gentiles, have
combined to degrade and defile until} they can no longer be recognized
as belonging to the family of Jacob or as being the chosen people of
?Bdé Tgey,)somﬁ of them, consist of nations, even *heathen nations".

. 7:3

"It is just these down~-trodden and despised peoples of Israel whom
God_has decreed to recover. Soclally and spiritually thelir estate is.
parallel with thest to which they were brought in Egypt, and as he rais-
ed up a Moses to deliver them from Egypt, so will he raise up another
like unto Moses to deliver them f=1 the latter days. "The Lord shall set
his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his. people,..
.and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dis-
persed of Judsh from the four corners of the earth."(Isalah 1%:11-12)
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"And the Lord shall mske thee plenteous in every work of thine hend, in
the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, snd in the fruit
of thy land, for good; for the Lord will again rejoice over thee for
good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers.'"(Deut. 30:9) They will bulld up
upon the ruins of gentile civilization.

- Determined o God

These changes and developments have been determined of God. He hes
declared them from most ancient times, Like & battery of searchlights
playing upon the Washington Monument, so the meny prophets have focus=-
ged the light of prophecy upon this most remarksble period.

This period isthe time of the world's climax; the culmination of past
developments; the world's harvest time.,(Matt, 13:36~45). It is "the dis-~
pensation of the fulness of times" when God shall “gather together in
one all things in Christ:" (Eph. 1:I0) "the times of restitution of =all
things which God heth spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since
the world begaen."(Acts 3:21) It is the day of Zion's redemptionﬁ(Psalms
y:7; D C 98:h: 3 Nephi 10:2; Ether 6:8).°

) Restorstion To. Begin With Remnant In Americsa

In our previous article(Herald, -Jan 2, 1937) “the coming of a branch
of Jrseph, the gom of Isrsmel, to Americe, 600 ~B.C., was pointed outs
This branch soon divided, one faction called Lamanitea rebelling against
God and the gosepl, aad becoming most wicked and corrupt, send cursed
with & darkened skin; the other called Nephites wavered between high and
low degrees of righteousness until the fourth century A.D. when by dis-
sentions and wars they were destroyed as a separate people. Bobh became
one, They continued in a state of unbelief and idoletry until discovered
by Columbus, and are known as the Indian races of America today. Numer-
ous prophecies point to their restoration to God in the latter days,

- In.a psrable of &n olive tree Zenos outlines the history of Israel.
When the tree began to decay the Lord took branches and planted.them in
distant parts of the earth, The third and last planting is readily re-
cognized as applying to this branch in America. But in the last days
after 11 the branches had become corrupted, and the Lord sought to-

save them by regrafting them onto the original stock, he said to his
servant, "Graft in the branches; begin at the Xast, that they may be .
first." (Jacob 3:1%27). This statement showing that the branch in Americs
will be the first of Israel to be restored to the ancient covenant in

the last days is supported by many others.

Jacob - prophesied to his son Joseph in reference to his posterity*
"For thou shamlt be a Iight unto my people, to deliver them, waen they
are altogether bowed down-under sin."(Gen. L48:r11) It is through this
branch in America thet this prophecy will have its fulfillment aend the

rest of Isrsel will be shown ths light and saved,
© - Jesus taught the Nephites: "“rhen shall the work of the Pathei commence
at that dey even when thils gosepl shall be preached amomg the remnant of
this people. Verily, I say unto you, At that day shall the work:of the
Father commence among =1l the dispersed of my people." ( 3Nephi 10:4-5;
See also T7:28-29). S

Prelimin@rv Work Among Gentiles. o

The Lord regards &ll men of every nation and seeks their salvation.
The choosing of anclent Israel was not that he might give exclusive ad-
- vantages and blessings to them, but that he might develop "a kingdom of
priests and & holy nation,(Exodus 19:6) by whom the gifts and blessings
-of God might be ministered to all men to thelr salvation. B ui Israel
in their weakness and folly mistook the divine favors tobhe forr them—
se]ves alone to the overlookin of thelr responsibiiities, an3d diapised
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others than themselves, until the Lord seid, "I will also reject thee,
. that. thou shalt be no priest unto me." (Hosea ls6)

So it was that in the days of the apostles the gosepl was sent to the
gentile nations where it found acceptance by many. It was sent to them,
not by Jsrasel a&s a nation, but by irdividuals railsed up of God. It 1s
"well known that through the centuries of the Chvislian era Christianity
suffered severe perversion, until in recenbt times the trend of the gen-—
tile worl is asway from Christ and the gosepl and toward the things
which hlstory shows leed to downfali.

But God could not permit the gentiles to fall without renewing to
them the opportunity of the gospel in its purity and fullness. Thus it
weas that eariy in the nineteenth century the Lord restored his work a-
mong them; raising up a prophet of their own numver, and restoring the
gospel in its fullness, His truth was glven anew in the Book of Mormon
as revealed by the angel. The priesthood was restored by angelic hands
by which the goapel and its ordinances might be authoritatively admin-
istered, and the church of Jesus Christ organized after the divine pat—
- tern;, and conducted according to the divine purposes under the direction
- of the H oly Spirit.

For this work the Lord raised up a new prophet, Joseph Smith, by whom
the Book of Mormon was translated by the power of God, saying to himﬁ
‘among other thinga, "This generation shall have my word through you.".

(D C §+3) and that the Book of Mormon “contains the truth and the word
of God, which iz my word to the Gentiles, that soon 1t may go to the
.Jew, of whom:the Lamenites are & remnant,".}+«The gosepl has been gener-
ally preached to the gentile people of North Amzrica, and to a somewhsat
Iesser extent to some of the nations of Europe, though it will undoubt-
-edly go to them more fully. They must have their opportunity, and God
must be. justified if they fall. Thus by the prophet of the nineteenth
century, - raised up from smong the gentiles, and whose mission was.ta the
gentiles,. thiupeople have been;or willl be given their opportunity.

(1.1)0.3:83) :
: Transfer*From Gentiles To Israel

Vtrious prophecies indicate that the gentiles gencrally would reject
the gospel when it should be offered to them. After sufficient opportun=-
ity had been given, the gospel would be withdrswn and then sent to Is=
rael, beginning with the American remnant, Jesus said that if the gene
-tiles sinned mgainst his gospel and drifted into iniquity, "1 will,bring
the fullness of my gospel from smong them; and then will I remember my
~covenant which I have made unto my people,. 0 house of Isrmel, and will
bring my gospel unto them." (3 Nephi 7 34w36~‘Sea glso 1 Nephi 3 19; L

16 ?'3: 58 :3)
Beginning The Work Among Israsl

The divine gifts given to the gentiles through.tha restoration of the
gospel will not have been in vain. Many of the gentiles will believe and
come in to be numbered with the covenant people of God, snd become Isr—
ael by adoption. By them the gospel will be carried first to the remn~
ant of Joseph, Thia is the most logical procedure since the gospel has
come to the gentiles In America and since the remnant is also found up -
this land. They, of all Israel, are nearest at hand, '

Speaking of that time, Nephi says.. "I'hen shall the fullness of the
gospel ol the Messiah come unto the Gentiles, and from the gentiles uns
to the remmant of our seed,..It shall come by way of the gentiles.”

(I Nephi l;:76,27). Jesua said that his teashings to the N epiltes would
be manifested to ‘the gentiles, "$hat throug gh tha fulln gs of the gen~
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tiles, the remnsnt of their seed who shall be scattered forth upon the
face of the earth,..may be brought to a knowledge of me, their Redeemer."
(3 Nephi 7:28)

The church among the gentiles in due time willl extend the gosepl work
to this remnant. But the Lord says first to the gentiles, and then to
Israel. The B ook of Mormon showing tae identity of the American Indians
will be carried to them giving them a knowledge of their fathers and of
tha gospel covenant,

To Be 4 Day Of Power

The ‘Lord represents the dispensation of the gospel to nations, both
- the Gentiles and Israel, by a parable of a great feast or supper. To

‘this supper are invited "firstly, the rich, and the: learned, and the
noble;" or in other words, the Gentiles, The next statement is most sige
nificant: "and after that cometh the day of my power; then sha&ll the poor
the leme, and the blind, end the deaf, come in unto the marriage of the
Lamb, and partake of the supper of tlte Lord, prepared for the grest day
to come," (D.C. 58:3) The day of God's power is after the gospel has
been offered to the gentiles and when it goes to lsrael. .

- Joseph of Egypt makes it clear that this day of power is when the
~ branch of his house which was broken off, (the American branch}), shall
be remembered of the Lord” and says the Messiah "shall be made nmanifest
unto them in the latter days in the Spirit of power." (Gen. 50:25) Jesus
told the Nephites that "the powers of heaven shall be in the midst of
this people; yes, even I will be in the midst of you,..For in that day,
for my sake, shall the Pather work a work, which shall be & great and
& marvelous. work among them," (3 Nephi- 9:59-95) ‘Joseph Smith also wrote,,
"Then cometh the day when the srm’ of the Lord shall be revealed in pow=
- ér in convincing the nations, the heathen nations, the house of Joseph,
of the gospel of their salvation...Every man shall hear the fullness -
of the gospel in his own tongue, and in his own language, through those
who are ordained unto this power." (D.C. §7:3~4)

- Al these statements concerning the day of power, except that in the
pareble, are spoken with express reference to the remnant of Jbsephxin
America, and the time is when the gospel goes to them.

‘ " The Pl&ce Of The Choice Seer - ' ;

‘We have presented this historical and prophetical backgroun.in order
to show the specific place in the course of world events where the choice
geer comes in. Just as prophecy has pointed out to Latter Day Saints the
exaet spot where“the Zion of God will stand, so it has pointed out with
equal precision the time when the choice seer will occupy. It is in the
period of transition when God again ghall turn his face toward Israel,
the time of restitution, the dispensation of the fulness of times.

- No point of time in thousands of years has been of greater concern,
or more fer reaching in 1ts immediate effects upon the world, than this
day will be,. History reveals no time when the power of God has been dise
played so mightily, snd when its accomplishments have been so grest as
at that time.

' The restoration of the gospel through Joseph Smith was indeed a great
work, but hardly comparable to the vastly greater work to be done by the
Iater prophet whom the Lord will raise up to Israel. To say that Joseph
Smith performed the work of the choice seer is to put him in a generats
ion other then his own. Joseph Smith completed his work before his death
in 184, which work, whatever mey grow out of it in the future, was to
gll intentz and purposes to the gentiles and for the gentilese.
, ‘God reises f@p men whom aré adapted’'to the needs of the occasion and
the day when he senda them, Had Washington and Lincoln been reversed in
their time and place, both would have been unsuited to their times. Bach
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prophet 1s the men God knew as best suited to the pasrticular work he
had for him to do. Joseph Smith was the man for his day and none other
could have fitted in so well. But in the great day of transition cone
ditions and requirements will be altogether different. A particular type
of man, -different from all others, axnd adavted to his own times will be
required. God has such a man in reserve,

Many prophecies tell of such a man for thsat day, one prophet emphasia~
ing one phase of his personallty or worx and anotiier another. Since his
work 1s directly to the remnant of Joseph he is described as of that
‘people. He 13 to be sent of God and endowed with divine power sdequate
to the demands. He 1s to bring to light many hidden scriptures. He 1is to
restore many things to the house of Israel and restore Israel to God,
in consequence of which he 1s & restorer,. He 1s to be a leader to lesd
Israel out of bondage and sin, and hence ls ssid to be llke unto Moses,
He is to break down idolatry and false worship and establish the true
worship of God for .which he 1s called Elijah or Ellas, He ia to faith-
fully do the work which God requires of him and so is called "my servant',
.. No man stands out so prominently in prophecy, From earliest dawn to
modern times God hag spoken.of him. But let us look at these remark—
mble prophecies.

The Prophecy of Joseph

Joseph spoke of a righteous branch which the Lord would raise up of
his posterityv This refers not to the people of Lehi who were broken off
6C0 B.C. and who were & branch of Joseph, but to a later branch which
would be raised up from the descendants of Lehi in the latter days, of
whom he said, "They shall be remembered in the covenants of the Lord,
when the Messiah cometh; for he shall be made manifest unto them in the
labter days, in. the. Spirit of power; ard shall bring them out of darkness
into 1ight out of hidden darkness; and out of captivity unto freedom,”

It 1& in connection with the raising up of this righteous branch of
the house of Joseph that the choice seer 1s to be ralsed up, for he is
the Lord's instrument to accomplich this very work, "A choice seer will
I ralse up out of the fruit of thy loins,..and he shall do a work for the
fruit of thy loins. And he shall bring them tc a knowledge of the coven-—
- ants which I have made with thy father,..and out of weakness shall he be
made strong, in that day when my work shi&ll go forth among &ll my people,
which shell restore them, who are of the house of Israel, in the last
deys." (Gen, 50:27-32),

The work of this seer is to begin with the posterity of Joseph, (not
with the gentiles), from which & righteous branchxwill be. reaised up, and
then extend to other parts of Israsl,.

Notwlthstanding the Bible and the Book of Mormon will come into the
possession of this remnant, Joseph assures us that other scriptures will
be brought forth to them, and that by the hand of the seer. "A seer will
I raise up out of the fruit of thy loirs, and unto him will I give power
to bring forth my word unto the seed of thy loins; and not to the bring-
ing forth of my word only, saith the Lord, but to the convinecing thgm of
mny wordr which shall ﬁlready gone forth among them in the last days."
(Gen. 50:30) - have

In our former article was shown that thls seer would bring forth the
record upon tne plates of brass, and also that upon the plates of Nephi,
But theare 1is still more of God's word ta come forth unto his people as .
e Shall see,

The Prophecy of Lehl
Lehi, a descendant of Joseph, in biessing i3 own son Joseph in
Amantca, quotes the whole prophecy of iz ancestor including the promise
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of & choice seer, and declares that it would have 1tsa fulfillment in his
own posterity in & Yater time, and thet the cholce seer should come thr-
ough the lineage of his own son Joseph. "And the Lord said unto me slso,

I will raise up unto the frult of thy loins: and I will make for him a
spokesmean, ..He shall write the writing of the fruit of thy loins, unto

the fruit of thy loins; snd the spokesman of thy loins shall declare it,
-And the words which he shall write, shail be the words whiich are expedient
in my wisdom should go forth unto the fruit of thy 1oins."(zneph1 2:36-38)
This 1s not to the Gentiles.

Going on in his prophecy Lehi tells his son concerning hiSposterity,
"There shall raise up one mighty smong them, 'who shall do much good, both
in word and in deed, being an lnstrument in the hands of God, with ex-~
ceeding faith, to work mighty wonders, and do that thing which isgreat
in the sight of God, unto the bringing to pass much restoration unto the
house of Israe} and unto the seed of thy brethern,” (2 Nephi 2:46-47)

-Clearly, the work outlined by Lehi has not yet been done but is to be
‘done by one whom God is to rmise up from the posterity of Joseph, the son
of Lehi. This man's life and work are placed at the time when God ‘begins
his work of restoring the remnant of Israel upon this land.

This seer from Lehi'!s line isto "write the writing of the fruit of
thy loins" Strange expression, yet literally true when we learn from
other sources that the brass plates and the plates of Nephi, both containe
ing the writings of the seed of Joseph, have for cenburies been hidden
awvay in the earth, but are to be brought to light and translated for his
people by this seer. (This part of the prophecy also establishes beyond

queation the fact that this seer is to bring forth the plates of Nephi.

for they are the "writing of the fruit of thy (Lehi's) loins." The Book
of Mormon is only an abridgment of this record, and .cen hardly fulfill
thisprophecy, {For further evidence showing that the plates Qf Nephi will
come forth to the house of Jacob, see 4 Nephi 1:59).

"~ - . Prophecy -of Zenos

By & parable of an olive ree, Zenos, an anciant prophet of the line-

age of Joseph, outlined the history of Israel from the beginning to the

end. According to this pasrable the scattered groups or branches of Israel
were to be grafted back into the original stock of Isrse in the latter
days, beginning with the Iast one broken off, which ls the one in Americsa.
_Itis at this time thet "the Lord of the vineyard sent his servant," who
"brought other servants," saying, "Go to, and lsbor in the vineysrd with
Bour mights. For behold this is the last time thast I shall nourish my
vineyard; for the end is nigh at hand." (Jacob. 3:137-138)

The Lord of the vineyard is to "send his servant" by whom the work of
regrafting or bringing in this branch, the American Indians, into Israel
is to be mccomplished. Sinee Joseph and Lehi have told us that this
perticuler work isto be done by the choice seer it is: apparent that th@
servent and the cholce seer are one and the same.

Prcphecy Of Moses

The Lord Pevealed to Moses that the scriptures which he should writa
would be perverted by men, especially by taking awsy from his book meny
things. But he gave him this promise: "And in a day when the children o f
men shall esteem my words as naught, and take many of them from the book
which you shall write, behold I will raise up another Iike untoc you, and
they shall be had again among the children of men, among even a&s many as
shall believe." (Revealed Preface to Inspired Version of Bible, verse2l).

To say that the emendations and additions made in the I.V. by Joseph
Smith are the fulfillment of Moses! propheey is to put small things for
greater ones, The prophecy covers much more, Nephi says that the seript—
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ures contained in the Bible "Bre not so many as those contained on the
plates of brass."” (1 Nephi 3:163). The plates contained the writings of
Moses and the prophets, but contained much more than our Bible. The work
of Joseph Smith as pertaining to the Bible was not to supply the larger
portion which had by unknown means been omitted and iust to that book,
but rather to correct errors and add guch minor itema as would make the
book more fully representetive of .the mind of God.

This prophecy says that the man whom God will raise up to restore the
lost scripture will be 1like unto Moses. Joseph states that the choice see:
is the man like unto Moses, and Lehi indorses 1it. Joseph Smith 18 never
"referred to in the scriptures as being like unto Moses. The cholce seer
“too is to "bring forth my word unto the seed of thy loins,"which is in
harmony with Moses! prophecy.

The scripture which this man 1ike unto Moses is to restore is to be
had "among even as many as shall believe."” It 1s not to be had by the
unbelieving, and like some other scriptures is not to come forth in the
days of wickedness. The I.V. of the Bible has been published and 1is a=
- vailable to all men both righteous and unrighteous which makes 1t gquite
certain that the work of Joseph Smith is not the work of the man like
unto Moses, for the latter's work will go.only to those who are willing -
to receive it.

The prophecy may have its fulfillment in one of both of two records;
the brass pIatea and the sealed part of the Book of Mormon plates. The
first contain the five books of Moses and must have been written elther
in the 1ifetime of Moses or soon after, and most 1ikely follows Mosgs!
original copy. (Nephi says that the record upon the brass plates is larg-
er than that contained in the Bible as had by the gentiles.) The seer i s
to bring these plates forth. The second or sealed part contains another
record of the same events recorded by the Brother of Jared which is alsc
to be brought to 1ight, and which will supply lost information concerns
ing most sncient times and the gosepl of that day. This work of restoring
many scriptures which are still lest belonga to the cholce seer of a
ruture day.

: The Prophecy Of Malachi

The book of Malachi Isa prophecy of latter days. It has to do with |
restoring Isreel to an observance of the law of God, and ta righteous~
neas. It talks of the priesthood and their purification. It speaks of the
temple and the coming of the LOrd, and the removal of the curse from the
land, and of the prosperity of restored Israsel. It declares that the Sun
of Righteousnesa shall arise upon Isreel with healing in his wings, and
they shall grow up as calves of the stall, while the wicked will be ashes
under the soles of their feet. It 1s a prophecy of Israel in the last
days, (Malachl l ).

But this great prophecy of benighted Izrael rising to righteousness
eand glory, and to ascendency, is to be brought about by one whom God
wiil send. "Behold, I will send my messenger, and he gh#ll prepare the
wey before me." (Mal. 3:1) '

. Ths work outlinsd for this messenger of God is a tremendous work. It
is greater than that of John the B aptist who prepsred the way for
Christ's fir8t coming; greater than that of Elijah who broke down idol-
atry and revived ths true worship of God in ancient Israel; greater than
that of Moses who by the power of God delivered Israel from Egyptian
slavery and degradation, and gave them the true religion and nationality.
The work of this messenger will be well nigh world wide. It requires a
most unusual men, & man equipped with the power of God in mighty degree,
He will be the greatest prophet the world has known,




www.LatterDayTruth.org
- 8,

~ The prophecy speaks of judgment upon the gentiles,:a day of burning
when they will be like stubble. But the gentiles! fall marks the time of
Israells rising, the dsy when the Sun of righteouvsness will arise upon
them, and they shall return to God, for it goes om to &Y, "Behold, I will
send you Elijan the prophet before the coming of the giwat and dreadful
day of the Lord; and he shall turn the heart of the fathars to the child-
ren, and the heart of the chiIdren,to tuein fathers, lest I come and

smite the earth with a curse." ( Mal, y4:5-0 )

The work of this meqsenger*who 15 heve salled Elijal, whom the Lord
wilI send to save Israel from the judgmerts which will fall upon the wick-
ed, and toturn them to God and to their fatners, is exactly the work of
the choice seér whom we have seen was Lo bring hispeople to a knowledge
of their fathers, and to a knowledge of the covenants which God Lad made
" with their father Jacob as stated by Joseph. This Eligaﬂ and the seer are
tcth appointed to come at the same time; their work is the same. There is
no other conclusion than that they are ons and the same man. :

- There 1s a most remarkable fact about this prophecy which 1s worthy
of notice. It was written after the Bahylionian captivity, 2 hundred years
or more after the Nephites left Jerusalem, so that they did not have it
in their scriptures, Jesus, when teaching the Neph1+e .people saw soma
good reason for their having it. Commandirg them to write his words, e
quoted for them the last two chapters of the book, and expounded them to
them. His teaching was also recorded, These things were written upon the
plates of Nephi, but unfortunately for us Mormon did not 1nclude Chrisita
explanantion in his book. ( 3 Nephi 11:22-29 )

"~ Why did Jesus give this scripture to the NEphitea? It wa& not 8o much
of immediate concern to his hearers. He tells us: "These sériptures wh-
ich ye had not wlth you, the Father cormanded that I whould give LPPO
you, for it was wisdom in him that they uhou"d be given unvo future g n&n

erations.™( Verse 29 of 3 Nephi )

In this statement we discover that the Lord gave this prophecy of E
MaYachi's for the express benefit of future gererations, It haa its appl-
ication at a Iater time, and since it is recorded together with his expo-
sition of it upon the plates.of Nephi, and these plates are to come to
the remnant of those .people in Iatter days, we can only conclude that it
was for this remnant that the Lord gave it. Christ spplied the prophecy
to the remnant of ‘Joseph st the time of their recovery in the last days,.
"st the very time when the choice seer is to arise to restore these teach-
ings. It has to do with this choice seer_and his work. .

- Obher prophecies teI1 of the rising up of & choice seer who w;ll.b*ing
forth the word of God to this remmant of Joseph, and who will bring them
to a knowledge of their fathers and restore them to God; but this p= cghe~
cy tells of the coming of a messenger to prepare therway for the coming
of the Lord, an Elijah wlio is to Hurn Israel. Can we not see in this
Elijah the choice seer for the work which they are to do isone and the
same? It is this remmant who is first to be brought inj it is among them
that the righteousness of God is to be established and the Zion of God
built; it is this people who will first te turnsd to their fathers with
other portions of Israsl to follow. They may have the prophecy of- Maldchi
In the Bible and in the Pook of Mormon wihiich will come to them from.the
gentiles, but through the ministry of the seer they will come to have not

“orly the prophecy but the Lord!s instructions regarding it also. It will
mean much to ﬁhem. '

The Prophecy of Je&u& ( Mett. 1? 9-1l, )
When Jésua and the three dlSCLpzpb ¢eme down. from the mount of trans-
Pignmation, the discipies asked, Why then say the Scribes that Eliass rush
Iirat come?” The idsa of the ccming Ziias must have been found by the
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Scribes in Malachi, the only book mentloning 1t. In answer Jesus speaks
of two men who belonged under that title; fgrst, ore who was yet to "Come
and restore all things, as the prophets have written;"(%his must particul
arly include Malachi) and second, John the Baptisi who had already come.

Ascribing the name Elijah or Elias,(Eilas is the Greek form of the
Hebrew name Elijah, and is used in the N.7,, the Habrew 7Torm being used
in the 0.T. ) to these two men did nov imply that that would be their
actual name. This is clear in the case of John, and we may safely assume-
it will be so in the case of the othsr who is yet to come. What the Lord

-meant 1is made clear in D,&C. 26:2, where it states that the angel Elias

or Elijah, who appeared to Zacharias, gave promise that he should have a
son, and that "he should be filled with the spirit of Eiias." "And he
shall go before him in the Spirit and power of Ellas,” Elijah, with the
Spirit of God burning in hils soul, transformed ancient Israel from a most
degrading idolatry to the worship of the truve God. It was in this Spirit
that John the Baptist came, turning many of his generation to salvation;
and it 1s in this Spirit that the future Eliases to come to latter day
Iarael, "to deliver them in the days of their captivity, from bondaga;
and to bring salvation unto them; when they are altogether bowed down

under sin." (Gen. }48:11). :
Jesug adds another importsnt thought which coincides with many other

-prophecies regarding the work of the choice seer. 0f the coming Ellas, he

"should come and restore all things, as it iz writiten by theprophets,”
The Spirit of Ellas 1is the spirit of restoration, end the Elias is a

restorer. But that 1s just what other prophets have said regarding the
choice seer- as we have already observed. Lehl said of him that he should
bring to pass "much restoration unto the house of Israel, and unto the
seed of thy brethern. . ' , ‘ : .
The meaning of the name Elijah as given by Dr. Young 1s my God is Jah
or Jehovah. It fittinglyrapplies to any man in whom the Spirit and power
of God moves to the breaking down- of ldolatry and sin and-.the setting #p

~of the true faith to the turning of a people to their God. Such was the

work of Elijah, and of John, and such will be the work of the coming seer
the Elias, the restorer. Referring to him as Elijah is most appropriate
though that may not be his personal name. , :

The. Prophecy Of Joseph Smith A

Last byt perhaps not least of a%l"fhe prophecles touching the cholce
seer, who 1s to be like unto Moses, is that given by Joseph Smith, This
Jatter day prophet never claimed for himself that he was that man, neithe
do the revelatlons he received s¢ teach, but jolning In the prophetic
chorus he does declare that this man is yet to come.

"Behold, I say unto you, the redemption of Zion must needs come by
power; therefore I will raise up unto my people a man, who shall lead

‘them like as Moses led the children of Israel, for ye are the children of

Israel and of the seed of Abralam; and ye must needs be led out of bond-
age by power, and with a stretched out arm; and as your fathers were led
out of bondage by power, and with a gtretshed out arm; and as your father
WB?& led at the first, even so shall the redemption of Zion be." (D.C.10(
3). . _ ,

How Iike the other prophecies! A man comparable to Mosea; a man of
power leading the people as Moses led their fathers with miracles and

~wondersy; a man who will bring about the Zion of God, even as Moses soughi

to do but failed because of the rebellion of the people. H ow like the
prophecy of Jaseph concerning vhe choice seer.l ,
Aziother prophezy glven by Josepn Swmith and pratically universally ac~
cepbed as divine by Latter Day Saints, is found in Ch. Hist., Vol. 1, p.
260t it is not.in the scripbtures: "Yea, thus saith the =still small volce,
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which whispereth through and pierceth all thirigs, and oftentimes it maketh
ny bones to quake, while it maketh manifest, saylng: 'And it zkall come

. to pass that I the Lord God will send one mighty and strong, hoiding the
scepier of power in hishand, clothad with light for a covering, vhose

- mouth shall ubter words, eternal words, while his bowseis shall be a Tount-
ain of truth, to set in order the hwa:e o God, and %“a ““falge by Lot the
irheritances of the saints whose names are found, and e canes of their
fethers, and of their chiidren, errollied in the book of the iaw of God."

Joseph Smith gave ancther prophecy retahtrg to thisimporvrtant matter
as found in D.C. 98:6.-8, At the time the vineyard was broken down and
destroyed, which isvet future, the Lord will call upon one of his scrvants
to go and redeem Zion, He is to destroy the power of the eremy, and sfter
many days complete the work. This servant seems to fit In with the choice
secX, .

D.C. 100:4. The Lord says tho servant spoken of in the parable and
who isto redeem Zion is Baurak Ale. (pseudonym). Verse 5 of seetion 102,
seems to raise a. little doubt as to the above interpretation.

Joseph -Smlth agrees with the other prophets. He did not. appropriaste
to himself the credit or honor of any work that did not belong %o him or
which he did not perform, and it would be folly for us to attribute such
to him. He would be the last man to accept of such misplaced honora.

With the several prophecles presented herein may be added another give
en bty Jesus in the 9th chapter of 3 Nephi, and ccupled with the 52nd
chapter of Isaiah, where much of the work of the choice seer ia detailed
s along with irelated events taking place at the same Gime. Nota particul-
arly emphasis upon " agreat and marvelous work", as well as "this peopla
(Israel, beginning with the remnant in this 1and) will I establish in
this 1and",(Awerica).

To Mark The Day

In view of the'h&storicai“éﬁﬁ'ﬁrSEBe%ical baokground presented here,
together with the testimony of the prophets including that of Joseph
Smith, the relative time of the coming of the choice seer is definltely

determined to be in the. great transition period when the gospel work
closes among the genbtiles and opens to scattered Israel, beginning with
the remmant in America, which isyet future.

It is albtogether impossible that Joseph Smith, whose mission was to
- the gentilies, and who finished kis work and passed on to his reward near-
1y a hundred years ago, should have been that seer. Joseph Smith was a
seer by virtue of his divine c¢alling snd gifts, but he was not and could
not have beson the "choice seer" proplesied of by Joseph and Lehi, and who
has been spoken of by many other prophets under different appellations.

The vcize of prophecy has besn heard, teiling of the consummation of
God’s long wrougit purposes in one salrlime world finsle, when his power
will be displayed to the downtall of Babylon and its wickedness, and the
lifting up of down-trodden israel to the brivging in of righbtecusness,
the- esbablishlng of Zion, %he Hzinglna in of peace, m d the preparing
- a people to receive the Lord at his glorious coning,

From times ancient and modern; from Egypt and Arabia, from Canaan and
from Mexico and the United States, have come the voices of the prophets
declaring the rising up of a man, who will be mighty and strong by the

power of God, and who shall lead in these great events, The times are
moving on and the signs already indicate that the day of Isracl's redempt-
“ion is drawing nigh. The rise of the choice seer will mark the day, and
his appearing will signify the ushering in of the new dispensation.

L B 2 R T
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THE PERSONALITY OF GOD
1.

No. 1. Therc is Onc God
% Jchovah is thc Soverign God,
The Universal King." Watts.

o , God Dcfincd .

God is tho universal, indcpendent, and sclf-cxistent Belng; cternal,
without boginning or cnding; in whom and of whom all things havc tholr
~origin, by whom all things arc sustained and govcrncd, and in whom thoy
arc dissolved; filling the universe, being in and around all things; tho
‘ight, 1lifc, and power by which all things subsist; disccerning all things,
being infinitc in knowleodge, wisdom, and justicc, and Judgment; manifest-.
ing himsclf through all his works, and rcvcaling himsclf in various ways,
to man upon whom ho crcated a frecc agent, adapting hils rcvelation always
as to content and mcthod to man's limitcd capacity; tho grcatcat rovel-
ation of all belng the manifestation of himsclf in human flesh, thc Son
of a virgin, having becen quickcencd by the Spirit of God in conscquonco
of which hc was callcd the Son of God, through which Son hc gives to man~
"kind rodomption and the mcans of attalning porfceet and cverlasting hep-
pincss in his glorious prescncc.

Thbrc.ég Onoc God

The idolatrous worship of many gods by all thc nations ncighboring
upon ancicnt Isracl, and the constant infiltration of such worship intc
the kingdom of Isracl, gave ocassion to thc God of Jacob to rcpcatodly
declarc and c¢mpbasizc through his prophcts his singularity, that hc was
the only God, and that tho gods of tho nations werc "no gods," (Jer.2:1l)
Eerly in Isracl's history ho said; “"The Lord he is God in hoavon above,
and upon the carth benoath; therc is nonc clsc." (Doute U:35)

And lstcrs . ‘

L0 Lord, there 1s nonc like theec, ncither is there any God bosides
thee." (1 Chron,. 17:20) .
4 And Isaiah at a still later date wrote:

"Before me there is no God formed, neither shall there be after me.
I, even I, am the Lord; and beside me there iz no Savior." (43:10-E1)

This idea of one God was so emphasized that notwithstanding thae yleld
ing of the people to other objects of worship it became generally fixed
in the Hebrew mind, and has continued among thc Jowa to the present day.

The New Testament 1is no less specifiec in holding this doctrine, wh~
c¢re God is always referred to in the singular number., There is no latit-
ude ﬁiven for more than one God. Jesus quotes him as saying:

‘T ém the God of Abrsham, and the God of Issac, and the God of Jacob.'
He is "the God of Sur Fathers;" he is the God of the 01d Testament, and
the "Lord God of Israecl." H says he is "the Lord thy God, and him only
shalt thou serve." (Matt. 22:31; Acts 3:13; Luke 1:67; Luke l;:8)
: But Jesus: goes farther than to refer to God as the Gnod of the ancilent:
and says, "The Lord our God 1is one Lord." (Mark 12:340 Paul also says.
"One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all," the same "God that made the world and all things thorein,"™ and who
"giveth to all 1life and breath and all things." (Eph. L:6; Acts 17:24-25)

"We know that an idol is nothing, and that there is nonc other God
but one, For though there be that are called Gods, whether in heaven or
in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) but to us there is
but one God, the Father, of whom are all things."™ (I Cor. 8:l4-6)
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The Book of Mormon.gg the One God 2e

The Book of Mormon follows the same line of teaching, holding out
always the idea of one God only. The following from a partiasl dialogue
baetween Amulek who was filled with the Holy Ghost, and Zeezrom, a hypo-
eritical lswyer, is representative:

gAnd Zeezrom sald unto him. Thou sayost there is e true and living
God?

"Yea, there is a truc and living God.

"Is there more than one Godj"

"NC' ]

"How Mnowest thou these things?"

"An angel hath made them known unto me." (Alma 8: 79-8&)

And the Book of Doctrine and Covenants

One statoment from the Bock of Doctrine and Covenants 1s sufficient
to show the position set forth in that book:

"By these things we know that there is a God in heaven, who is in-
finite and eternal, from everlasting to everliasting the same unchangeable
God, the framer of heaven and earth and alli %hipga which are in them,
and that he created man male and I'emalis; afier hiscwn image and in his
own likeness cregated he them, and gave unto them commardments that they
should love ané sorve him the only livixg and tite God, and that he
should be the only Being whom they should worship." ( D.C. 17:h)

Doctrine of One God Versus Doctrine of Trinity

We h&va presented her& ;hough bric 1y vh‘a 3nr1punral teaching of

undersnandinc of his pcrsonaliby,AIt is thh basia of Lhe present treat-
ise. P?ahably all will agrec in what has been zo far presentedx and yeb
under the teaching to which we have becn accusiomed frcm our Infanzy,we
have acquired a conception of God, (vague tuovgq 4t ia) of three persouns
constib utlrg what is usu&lly termed a2 "Godaesd,” or as many think ot it,
a kind of "presiding council" in the heavens whiich rules over the uni--
verse, Acceptance of this triperaonal ldea of God was, so utterly in
conliict with the basie teachjings of the sc:*p,area, that it had to be
explained in some acceptable way by those who gave it to the world. Hence
t was that the idea of "threce in one™ was avol*ed. The Catholic Ency-
cojpedia glves a clear and concise statemeri of the doetrine, as follows:
"The Trinity is the term employed to Signl¢y the central doetrine of
the Christian religion-the truth that in %the unity of the Godhead there
are three Persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, these three
persons being truly distinct one from another. Thus in the words of the
Athanasiasn Creed: !The Father is God, the Son 1s God, and tha Holy Spiris
is God, and yet there are not three Gods but one God." Article Trinity.
The plain straightforward declarations of scripture affirming but
one God are quite in contrast with the statement of the Athanasian Creed,
and almost every other crecd of later dete, which affirm that there are
three persons constituting God. We shall see that the latter doctrine
1s not found in the seripture.

God Wants Men To Understand Him Correctly

The difficulty of gaining any satisfactory understanding of God is in
deed great, but this fact should not justify complete indifference to
bigher available knowledge, or pasaive acquiesence in what we think we
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know: and which we have only heard from others. This knowledge will not
“be found without diligent research and study which God has commanded us
to give., He evidentIy desires us to learn about him beyond what we al-
ready know, for in his later revelations he has given much new informat-
ion concerning himself, regarding which he has ssaid:

"I give unto you these .sayings that you may understand and know. how

- to worship, and know what you-worship, that you may come unto the. Father -
in my name, and in due time reccive of his fulness, for if you keep the
commandments you shall receive of his fulness and be. glorified in me as
I am in the Father." (D.C. 90:¢3) ~ « :

A misconeeption of him will only lead us astray.

We can approach God only by knowing him rightly. We can not find him
- through error. The writer has long since learned that one false idea in
his mind blinds him %o a world of %ruth, and swops progress until it is
removed. He has learnsé too, that many such errors were leerned in child-
hood under what was counited Christian teaching. Suzh ideas are usually
held tenaciously with the resuit that whaterer doss not conform to them
is rejected as untrue. Thus truth is barred from the mind. In some in-
stances when progress has been held in check by some¢ error, it has tak-
en the immediate revealment of the Spirit to remove that error and clear
the way to higher knowledge.

Not To Fellow thc Creeds

- Men are prone to adhcre most tenaciously to the "faith of their
Fathﬁrs“ which was taught them in their childhood, and that without per-
sonal examination as to 1ts correctness, forgetting that many things in
that faith had thelr upspringing during the dark ages. The adversary has
ever been busy sowlng tares, sceds of error, in the field of truth, and
because they have grown up under the name "Christisa,” many are inclin.-
ed to accept them without question. It is a fact that should be mareful-
1y conaildered by Latter Day Sainta that Christian doctrine, as it has

come down through the centuries, has been perverted by error, the truth
having been intricately blended with the false until the twa can not be
separated except under the light of the Holy Spirit.

One of the first statements of revelation, under what we call the

restoration of the goapel in latter davs wag, ragarding the formulated
doctrines of the various churches, that &LI thelr crseds were an abom-
ination in his sight . " (Ch. Hist. Vel. 1, Page 8¢) Truth they may have
contained but they were satirated with erior, aund the Lord had ocassion
to warn his people against them, and remove btiwest once Tnow all from the
faith and doctrine of hia church. Teb how muzh of them have we clung ta,
failing to look for the greather iight which ne has given usi

Pratically all the crceds copnakceq the deebrineg of the Trinity,-
that there were three persona "truly dlstinst one firom another,"™ in the
Godhead, a doctrine which, te say the least, has a very uncertain Tound~
ation in the Bible. The World Book says:

"The doctrine (of the Trilnity) is a development of Christlan theology
not being taught in the 01d Testament, but capable of being deduced from
passages in the New Testament."

Unitarian writers and other Iiberal Protestants urge that the doct-
rine is not to be found in the New Testament. Even the Catholie BEncyclo-—
pedia admits relstive to the origin of the word "Trinity,"™ that "The word
trias (Greek) (Of which the Latin trinitas is a translation) is first
found in Theophilus of Antioch about A.D. 180. He speaks of the Trinity
of God...Shortly afterward it appears in its Latin form of trinitas in
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Tertulian. In the next century the word is in general use,"” The best
that can be said for the doctrine is that it was found by deduction.
There is no direct affirmation ofit in the scriptures.

Re-investigation of Scripture Teaching Should Be Meade

.. Latter Day Saints need to rc-consider, or should we say to consider,
the doc¢trine of God, and definitely determine just what our own inspir-
ed scriptures do teach regarding Him, for in our Inspired Version of the
Bibie, the Book of Mormon and the Book of Doctrine and Covenants are to
be found new and most vital evidences describing God, which we can by
no means afford to neglect.

In the artlcles following it 1is net our purpose to enter into an X
tended discussion of controverted points, but to present as briefly as
possible the outstanding teachings of the three books rcgarding God;
submitting them to the reader for his own con81deration and cdnelonion:

No. 2. Cod gg_Chrisuiand Savior

#¥Thou shait know no God but me; for there
is no Savior beside me." (Hoses 13:l)

God The Only Savior

There are mahy statements of scripture which refer to God as being
Christ or Savior; nor do such statements carry any implication that the
term "God" refetrs to what is frequently spoken of (not in the scriptures)
as "God the Son," for such an expression is entirely unknown to the .
three books. God the Savior is the Jchovah of the ancients, the Mighty
One of Jacob," the only God. He spoke through Enoch, revealing himself
relative to the human nature which he would take upon himself:

"Behold, I em God; Man of Holiness 1s my name; Man of Council is my
name; and Endless and Eternal is my name also. Wherefore I can stretch
forth my hands and hold all the ereation which I have made, and mine
eye can picrce them also." ( Gen. T:i42 )

He spoke through Isalah:

There is no God beside me; a just God end a Savior; there is none
beside me. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for
I am God, and there is none else." (Isaiah 45:21-22) . ‘

V“For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviorj...I,
even I, am the Lord; and beside me there is no Savior,.Yea, before the
day was I am he; ...Thus saith the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel; .. I am the Lord, your Holy One, ths Creator of Israel, your
King." (Isaiah }3:5,11-15)

Phat this God 18 the one who came into tho world through the virgin
birth is apparent from the following:

Zacharilas, upon the ocassion of the birth of his son, John the Bapte
ist, being filled with the Holy Ghost, prophesied:

"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed
his people." (Luke 1:67)

With these Paul also agrees:

“We trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, " . L.

", eeFeed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own
blood." ( L Tim. 4:10; Acts 20: 128 )

'ee The house of God, which is the church of the living God. The pil-
lar and ground of the truth is, (and without controversy, great is the
mystery of godliness), God was manifest in the flesh, justifled in the
Spirit, seen of angels, preazhed un*o the Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up into glory,“ ( I Tim. 3:15-16) :
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AIl of these scritpures from both the o0ld and the new testaments,
(and there are many others!, reveal God, not God the Son, but the only
God which the scripturcs st all reveal, as the Savior of men; who came
1nto the world in human flesh,- whose name was called Emmanuel, "God with
us," .

' Still More Stronglx Stated 4

But turning to thc Book of Mormon to sec what its teachings arc upon
this matter, we find an exact agreement with the Bible; though the view
is more strongly stated, Nearly six hundred years before Christ cams,
Nephi, a prophet, wrote:

- "Yea, even the very God of Israel, do men trample under their feceti
++And behold he cometh according to the words of the angel, in six.hundo
red years from the time my father left Jerusalem, and the world, because
of their iniquity, shsll judge him to be a thing of naught; wherefore
they scourge him, and he suffereth it; and they smite him, and he suffer-
eth 1t;..And the God of our fathers, who were led out of Egypt, out of
bondage, and also were preserved in the wilderness by him} yea, the God
of Abraheam, and of Issac, and the God of Jacob, yileldeth himself accord-
ing to the words of the angel; as a man into the hands of wicked men,.
to be 1lifted up according to the words of Zenock, and to be crucified,
according to the words of Zenos, ..And because of the groanings of the
earth, many of the kings of the 1sles of the sea shall be wrought upon
by the Spirit of God, to exclaim, The God of nature.suffers..And as.for
those who are at Jerusslem, saith the prophet, Fhall be scourged by all
people; because they crucify the God of Israel." ( 1 Nephi 5:233-251)

Nephi Held Idea.gg & Sifizle Dioty

There 1s no other God revezled in the 0ld Testament than the God of
Abrsham, Isaac, eand Jacob; the God of Israel. Yet Nephl who came from
Jerusalem, and who was & ¢lose student of the Hebrew gcriptures, moat
eXplicitely affirms that it was this God who was to come down and be
crucified, There 1s not & hint of & Ysecond person in the CGodhead" who
should come for that purpose, but he is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob., Agaln Nephi writes:

“Neverthelesa, in our bodies we shall sece God. Yea, I know that ye
know, that in the body he shall show himself unio those at Jerusalem,
from whence we came;..For it behoveth the greab Creator that he suffer-

~eth himself to become subject unto man in ths flesh, aud Aie for all
men, that all men might become subjest unto himr' (2 Nepai 6:7-10)

This view of the divine person is carried alil %hirovgh the two books
of Nephi, many of the important statements be;ng too 1eng chy, or too
much combined with cthor matter; to quote,. Nor zan we take space to use
all the specific statoménts though we give one or Htwomore:

"0 how great the holinecsa of our God} for he knoweth all things,o.
and he cometh into the world that he may save all men," (2 Nephi 6:4li=45)

"~ "But behold, thus saith the Lord God: when the day cometh that they
shell believe in me, thaet I am Christ,..." ( 2Nephi T7:12)

" Y"But there is & God and he is Christ." ( 2 Nephi 8: $1 )

It is clearly apparent from these utterances of Nephl that he hadno
other idea than thet of a single person in the Diety, wh ich idea he main-
tains throughout his wiitings, More than four hundred years later, the

Vyrophet-king, BenjJamin, tesught his people:

"For behold the timo cometh, and 1s not far distant, thet with power,
the Lord Omnipotent who reignethg who was, and is from a&ll eternity to-
all eternity, shall come down from heaven, among the children of men;and
shall dwell in g tabernacle of cliay, ..And he shall be called Jesusa:
Christ, the Son of God, the Father of heaven and earth, the Creator of
all things, from the beginning."” (Mosish 1:97)




www.LatterDayTruth.org

. 6o
Abinasdi's Prophecy

A still later prophet reiscd up from obscurity and sent of God to
declare hisword to, and warn a most rebellious group, spoke by the auw
thority of the Holy Ghost in prescnting the testimony of the ancient
prophets said:

"Have they not said that God himself should come down among the
children of men, and take upon him the form of a man, and go forth in
mighty power upon the face of the earth?" (Musiah 8113) S
Alme discussing with his son Corienten, ihe great plan of redemption,
selds . i

Yand now the plan of mercy could not be brought about, except an aw
tonement should be made; Sherefore God himself aticneth for the sinsg of
the worid, ‘to bring about the plian of mercy , to appeese the demands of
justice, that God might be & perfect, just God, and a merciful God also,!

: - (Alma 19:97) .

. Moroni, the last prophet of the Nephite natlon, wPiting of the eXe
perience of the Brother of Jared, who came with the people from Babel
to the western continent, end to whom God revealed his purposes regard=
this land, recordsi _ _

#And he hath sworn in his wrath unto the Brother of Jared, that whoe
80 should possess this land of promise, from that time henceforih and
forever; should serve him, the truec ahd only God; or they shouid be swe~
pt off wheri the fullness of him wrath should come upon them;..Behold;
this is a choice land, and whatsocever nation shall possess 1%, shall be
free from bondage, and from captivity,; and from all other nations under
heaven, 1f they will but serve the God of thée land, who 1s Jesgus Christ
wo hath been manifest by the things which we have written," (Ethil:30,35

Doctrine and Covenants Reveals the Great I Am As Christ

 Having found, so far, that the Bible and the Book of Mormon are in
absolute agreement in affirming that God was the person revealed in-
Jesus Christ, we turn to the Book of the Doctrine and Covenants snd note
its teachings. The references to this point in this book are numerous
end we can use but a few,. In the first chapter or section &f the book
it is said 1indicentally: L ~ o S :

*.vsThat every tian might speak in the name of God the Lord; even the
Savior of the world." (D.C. i:4) - , - o -

"Behold, I am God, and give heed to my word,..believing in the power
of Jesus Christ, or in my powsr which speaketh unto thee; for behold it
J{LSSI that speaketh,,.Behold, I am Jesus Christ the Son of God." (D.C.1l0:

4]

AI, God, have suffered these things for all,..which suffering caused
myself, even God, the greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, and
to bleed at every pore, and to suffer hoth body and Spirit,..I am Jesus
Christ; I came by the will of the Father.," (D.C, 18:2)

"Thus saith the Lord your God, even Jesus Christ, the great I Am,
Alphe and. Oméga, the begilnning and the end, the same which looked upon
the wlde expanse of eternity, and all the seraphisc hosts of heaven, be~
fore the world was made; the same which knoweth all Shings, for all
things are present before mine eyes: I am the same which spake and the
world was made, and all things came by mei... I am Christ,* (D.C. 38:1)

The God set forth in these passages 1s the great I AM who apake to
Moses in the bnrning bush, he who encompasses the universe, ard is omni-
scient, the Crecator of the world and all things, the beginning end the
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end, There is no other God revealed in the Doctrine and Covenants, It is
this Gof who decleres himself to be the Savior of the world; the Lord
Jesus Christ, he who suffered in the flesh. How llke the Biblel And how
like the Book bof Mormon} All three books agree.

No. 3¢ Christ Is God

"I am the God of Israbl, piid the God of the Whole Earth,"-Jesus
== 22t B ERT EeiLT ‘ A

: - Christ Not a Second Person :

Not only do the scriptures teach that God 1s Christ, but reversing
the order they also show that Christ is God, not "God the Son," or a
second person in a trinity, but God-the only God revealed in the scripte
urcés. The evidences we shall present may seem somewhat a duplication of
those previously noted, but the matter 1s of sufficient Importence to
Justify looking at it both ways. In not one Instance do our three books
gsay, or -even-intimate, - that the God, whom Christ is, 1s a second person
in a Godhead. But always he is God; he is the Father, the Creator, the
very eternal Father, the Lord God Omnipotent, the Most High God, of
whom we have already seenh there is only one.

Christ's Own Claims ..

Jesud, While upofi the earth; gave o35 this view of himself though
necofisarily and wisely with considerable reserve, Befofe anl after his
coming he declaetied it dire¢tly end without reserve, The Pharisecs clears
1y eaught the idea as shown By their statemeht when they threatened to
stone him that they did it "betaiise that thou, being a man, Makest thys
self God." When speaking to his disciples of the Father, Philip asked,
"Lord, show us the Father." The answer 1s significant: "Haeve I been so
long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that
hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, show us the
Father?" (John 14:9) —————

Christ could not have referred here to his mere physical form, but
to his indwelling Spirit which was God, so that had Philip dilscerned
the inner Christ he would thereby have discerned God:

, "If ye had known me, ye would have known my Fether also, Believest
thou not that I am in the Father and the Father in me?..But the Pather
that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. Belleve me that I am in the -
Father, and the Father in me.," (John 14:7,10-11) '

We observe here that the Spirit which constituted the real Chriat,
was not human, nor created as were the spirits of men, but that it was
the Spirit of the universal God. This 1s why Jesus was able to say, "The
Father dwelleth in me," This indwelling of the eternal Spirit in Jesus
was not after the same manner that it came to dwell in the disciples.
There were not two spirits in him but one. God was that Spirit. ,

Paul evidently understood that Christ was the embodiment of the very
person of God in the light of the above, when he said, "God ia in Christ.
reconciling the world unto himself." (2 Cor. 5:19) And Thomas, upon see~
ing Jesus after his resurrection, exclaimed, "My Lord, and my God."
(John 20:28) This 1dea of his being God must have been instilled into
the minds of the disciples by Jesus, But one more statement of Christ:

"For he whom God hath sent, spesketh the words of God, for God givetl
him not the Spirit by measure, for he dwelleth in him, even the fulness.”

. not (John 3:34)

The Spirit wast'given to Christ as it 1s given to the disciples, but

he was the Spirit 1tself in humen flesh,
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Christ Is God Manifest In the Flesh

In harmony with the above we have other statements by Paul:
"and it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell."
(Collossians 1:19)
‘Mpor in him dwelleth all t he fulness of the Godhead bodily." (Col.2:9
In Jesus dwelt the fulness of God, He was the Spirit of God revealed
in bodily form. He was "God menifest in the flesh.” (I Tim. 3:16). Turn-

ing to the 0ld Testament we find Isaiah prophesying:

: "For unte Us & child 1s born,..and his name shall be called Wonderful,
.Counsellor, fHe Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace."
(Isaiah 9:6) -

"For thy Miker is thy husband; the Lord of Hosts 1s his name; and
thy Redeemer the Hely One of Israel; the God of the whole earth shall
he be called." Isiah 5415. '

These Bible affirmetiond that Christ is God have further support in
the Book of Mormén: N or doed ik seem poseible to interpret these state-
ments to mean that he is "God whe Sbn," or a Hecond person with the
Father. They are direct, positlve, umequivocals ,

"It must rieeds be that the Genslies be colivinced alzo, that Jesus ia
the Christ, the eternal God." (2 Nephi 11:78)

bubpose of the Bock of Mormon To Shouw That
Jesus Is The Christ, The Hternal God.

When the sacred record known as the Book of Mormon was first reveal-
ed the Lord spoke by revelatlon concerning 1t, saylng: - ,

"I will also bring to light my gcspel, which was ministered unto them,
(the ancient Nephites), and behold they(referring to the metallic plates
upon which this record was inscribed) shall not deny that which you have
received, (the Bible), but they shsall build it uwp, and bring te light the
true points of my doctrine; yea, and the only doctrine which is in me;
and this I do, that I may establish my gospel, that there may not be so
much contention; yea, Satan doth stir up the hearts of the people to con-~
tention, tonerning the points of my doctrine; and in these things they
?o.erra'rgglthey do wrest the scriptures, and do not understand them.,"

. (DeCW 3215 : - g : -

The question of the personality of God, with the relation of Father,
Son, and the Holy G host, became a point of controversy in the Christien
Church in the beginning of the fourth century. Conatarntine had become
Emperor about A.D. 312, at which time he outwardly accepted the Christian
faith, following which "the growing differences in Christian opinion is-
-sued swiftly in a conflict of sects so flerce and deadly as to demand
the intervention of the Emperor himself." (Hist. of Creeds, by Wm. A.
Curtis, Page 66). He called a councll of the bishops to the number of
318, who met at Nicea, in A.D. 325. The meetings were “the occasions not
seldom of disgraceful tumult and faction, of arrogant presumption, of
gross uncharitableness.” (Ibid,p 67). Of this and other councils of that
period, B ishop Gregory wrote, "I have never seen that a synod has come
to a good end, or that.the evils of the church have been removed instead
?gbgging én;reased; for ihdiscribable quarreling and rivalry reign there.'

.d, P, 67), ' : : B ‘

It was under these conditions that the doctrine of the Trinity had
its birth, and it was under similar continued conditions that 1t had its
development. Through this controversy the church was divided, and found
its bitterest foes in the Arians who resisted the doctrine, For more than
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sixteen centuries the controversy has continued with more or less bitt..
erness, No other doctrine has been the occasinn for so much dissentlon
and trouble, or has continued so long a time as 83isturbing influsnce

Even modern Protestantism has been dividec by it ianio <he Twi: ,Jarian
and the Unitarian groups.

We have digressed a little in presenting this "it <f hislory hecause
i1t 1s essential to a full understanding of the Iora*s shatement in the
" revelation as quoted above, Is it not prababie thal the Lord had this
- doctrine, which has been the most controversial of the ages, in mind,
when he said that the purnose of giving the Book of Mormon was to "bring
to 1light the true points of my docctrine,..that there may rot be so musch
contention?" (D.C. 3:15) When we open the Boox of Mormon aand find it sets
forth clearly and definitely throughout its pages, begianning witn the
Inspired preface, a view of the Diety which sets asicds both the Athan~
aslan doctrine of the Trinity, and the equalliy confussd and confusing
Arian decctrine which in part denies the Deity of Christ, it becomes ap~
parent that this very doctiine 1s exactly the ore that the Lord did have

"1in mind when he uttered the above words ..
Another point raised in the reveiation quoveq, and also in the his—~

tory of the councils which set up the doctrina of the Trinity, is thab

of contention. This doctrine had its fﬂnmuianlon and adoption in bitter
controversy, and had added to its creedal roem an anatvhona agailnst all
those who believed otherwise, t hus showing the venom of bitterness againe
st. the defeated party. Truth.is not usually arrived at uander such condit-
ions, or by such methods. The Book of Mormon was given that God'!s truth
‘might be made known, and that contention might cease. In that book he

has s&id, "He that hath the spirit of contention is not of me, but ia

of the devil."(3 Nephi 5:30)

Opening the Book of Mormon we find in the preface written by its ane~
clent author, Moroni, that one of -the purposes of the book 1is "to the
convineing of the Jew and Gentile that Jesus is the Christ, the Ebernal
God." The implication 1s that neither *the Gen5lles ncr the Jews are ba-
lieving that "Jesus is the Christ, the eternali God." By this book God
seeks to correct erroneous conceptionq and se% people aright,

"There shall be no other name given, nor any other way nor means
whereby salvation can come unto the children of men, only in and through
the name of Christ, the Lord Omnipotent,"” (Mosiah 1:116)

"poach them that redemption cometh through Ghrist the Lord, who is
the very eternal Father." (Mosiah 8:91)

| ‘BJosus whom they slew, was the very Christ, and the very God. "
(Mormon 1:88)

Christ Revealed Himself as God Before He Came in the Flesh

. To the Brother of Jared appeared Jesus in the Spirit, though in hu~
man form, many centuries before he came in the flesh, and talked wilth
him as one man talks with another, giving him nuch 1nformation, much of
it too advanced for the people of the time in their wickedness. Moroni
says of this ministration: A

"aAnd he ministered unto him, oven as he mlniStered unto the Nepjites;
and all this, that this man knew that he was God," (Ether 1:83)

: When Christ ministered unte the Nephites in America after his cruci-
fixion in Jeruselem, and they wondered what he would do with the law of
Moses, which had been given to Israel of God on Mount Sinai, we hava the

following:
"Marvel not that I said unto you, that old things had passed away, an&
all things had become new. g 201d, I am he that gave the law, ( 3 Nephi

7:4-6)




www.LatterDayTruth.org

10.

Abinadi a Martyr to This Doctrine

Abinadi declared the doctrine that Christ was God to the people of
his day, in the face of threatening opposition, and as a consequénce suf-
fered a martyr's death by fire, Morever he had been sent. of God to de~
clare the messsage including this doctrine, which with the further fact
that God permitted him to suffer a martyr's death, indicates the import-
ence of 1t, The perpetual welfare of sny people 1s dependent upon thelir
having a right conception of God. A wrong conception leaves them forever
In/the wrong. The record states:

"And because he sald unto them, that Christ was the God, and Father of
all things, and sald that he should take upon him the image of man, and
that it should be the 1mage after which man was created in the beginning;
or in other words, he said that man was created after the image of God,
and that God should come down among the children of men, and take upon
him flesh and blood, end go forth upon the face of the earth; and now
because he sald this, they did put him to death.," (Mosiah 5: hh“k )

We shall lmave more from Abinadi in a subsequent article, but this
clearly sets forth the point of Christ being God. Abinadit's discussion
~of the personallty of God offered him a splendid opportunity to have ex~
plained that God was tri-personal, if such were true, but he gave not a
hint of it. The same might be said of Christ himself in his appearance
to the Brother of Jared, when there was given the greatest revelation of
his person of which we have record, yet not a hint of a duality, or a
trinity of persons in a Godhead. Rather the oneness of God is affirmed.
Christ wes slmply God manifesting himself in human flesh,

Christ Held Himself as God after His Resurrection

After his resurrection Jesus Christ appeared to the Nephite people
in America, who were part of the house of Israel. Prophets and ministers
had long told of his coming declaring that God himslef should come down
and take upon him & human form, but the people had been unbelieving, so
that the Lord's first need 1n his teaching was to establish hisown iden-
ity. Hence his words:

"Arise and come forth unto me, that ye may thrust your hands into my
side, and also that you may feel theprint of the nails in my hands, and
in my feet, that ye mey know that I am the God of Isracl, and the God of
the whole earth, and have been slain for the sins of the werld. ..And
when they had all gone forth, and witnessed for themselves, they did ery
“out wlth one accord, saying, Hozanna! Blessed be the pname of the -Most
High Godi{ And they did fall down at the feet of Jesus, and did worship
him." (3 Nephi 5.*u,1

We have seen in pr eV1ous articles that God waniz man Lo know and unde-
erstand him, and he has revealed many thilngs Ho thait end. If Jesus had
wanted his people to understand that there was a %»inity of persons in
one God, and that he was one of them, thiz ocsaaion of csbtablishing his
idenity with the Nephite nation, and that CLo» gererations to come, even
down to the last days, was a most propitlous occasion for declaring 1it.
But not one word did he utter savoring of ihat idea, but on the other
hand declared that "I am the God of Israel, and the God of the whole™" .
carth," (3 Nephi 5:1l), and accepted the plaudits of the people calling
him "the Most High God, and also their worship. He evidently held him-
self to be the God of the 0ld Testament, of which that book repeatedly
says there is only one.

, Whether in his precarnste state, living in human flesh upon earth or
in his resurrected state, Jesus bears the same testimony., "I am God."
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Latter Day Revelation Holds Christ As God

The book of Doctrine and Covenants 1s not silent upon this matter,
Many times the Lord declares himself to be Jesus Christ, and then goes
on to say: "Behold, I am God," or vice versa.,

- "I em Alpha end Omega, Christ the Lord; yca, even I am He, the begin-
ning and the end, the Redeemer of the world: I having accomplished and
finished the will of him whose I.am, even the Father, concerning me;
«.sfor I God am endless." (D,C. 18:1) ‘

"Behold, -I &m God, ..Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God," (Ibid
10:1,12; 3:18; 15:3; 16:5,7; 26:1i 75:1.) '

"Listen to the voice of Jesua Chrilst, your Redeemer, the great I AM,
whose arm of mercy hath atoned for your sins,..I, the Lord God."(28:1-5)

This last quotation identifies the speaker with the God of the 0ld
Testament, the Great I AM who appeared to Moses in the bush, ‘

Agaln we find complete agrcement between these evidences from the

Doctrine and Covenants and others which we have intwvoduced,

" No. . God and Christ Are One.

"I and My Father Are One". John 10:30

Never Sald To Be Two

The many scriptural evidences already set forth showing the oneness
of God and Christ are further strengthened by a series of texts which
are still more direct and positive. These texts definitely affirm that
God and Christ sre one. It is a striking fact also, that nowhere in all
the scriptures is there to be found any direct affirmation that they are
two. The scriptures do speak separately of God and of Christ, of the
Father and of the Son, but wherever the question of personality or relat-
lonship is involved they are defined as one, never as two. The conception
of two 1s evidently reached by deduction and that based upon partial,
inadequate, and mis-understood evidences.

After speaking to the Jews of his Father, Jesus explains that "I and
my Pather are one." How often is his statement interpreted to mean one
in nature and purpose; one in power and influence. They are one in this
way, but is that what Jesus meant? That kind of oneness stands out in all
his teachings and works, and there was little need for him to stete it
specifically. If this were the only statement of the kind, and if there
were other statements affirming a duality of persons in Father and Son,
then the interpretation just mentioned might have some Justification;
but as it is, it is only an evasion of the direct, positive teaching of
the Lord. ; '

Some: other statements of Jesus while upon earth harmonize with this
views
"If ye had known me ye should have known my Father also."(John 8:19)

"The Father is in me, and I in him." (John 10:38; 14:10)
"He that seeth me seeth him that sent me." (John 12:45)
"And s11 mine sre thine, and thine are mine."(John 17:10; 16:15)

In speaking to the Nephites in America Jesus was just as specifie
send plain:

"I am in the Father, and the Father in me, and the Father and I are

1t . ,
one,." (3 Nephi 5:27) ,

This bars a dusl personality. Christ 1is the Father and the Father is
the Son, Jesus himself interprets the first words by saying, "The Father
and I are one." ,

"A11 the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of the Father; and
the Father and I are one." ( 3 Nephi 9:75: 13:22)
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Before Chriat came Abinadi tasught that "they are one God, yea, the
very _ternal Father of heaven and of earth," (Mosiah 8:31), and in the
Book ofl Doctrine and Covenants we find the Lord declaring:
YAnd the Father and I are one. I am in the Father and the Father in
me," (50:8; 90:1).
"The glory of the Father was with him for he dwelt in him." (90:2)e.

Christ Is Both Father and Son

But the Lord goes further in showing what he meant when he said, "I
and my Father are one.” H1ls explanations never suggest that they are one
merely in influence or power, but affirms that they are actually one:

"Behold I sm Jesus Christ. I am the Father and the Son," (Ether 1:77)

Abinadi, at the height of inspirational light and power, speaking
of "God himself who shall come down smong the children of men, and shall
redeem his people," says further:

"And because he dwelleth in the flesh, he shall be called the Son of
God; and having subjected the flesh to the will of the Father, being the
Father and the Son; the Father because he was conceived by the power of
God; ard the Son, because of the flesh; thus becoming the Father and Son:
and they are one God, yea, the very eternal Father of heaven and earth,"
{Mosish 8:29-31) :

Moroni held the same vlew as others bef'ore him held, for in writing
to the Gentlles of the present day he says:

"And because of the fall came Jesus Christ, even the Father and the
Son." (Mormon L:71):

‘Knowiedge of the Mystery of God Possible Only by Revealment

Such teachings as we have considered must be taken into consideration
in any proper attempt to understand God and Christ. They were not light-
1y uttered, but are the solemn words of the Son of God, and of holy men
who gpoke from spiritually enlightened minds. Words can not convey a per~
fect knowledge of things beyond our experience, yet they do glve us basic
facts upon which we may proceed to a more nearly perfect knowledge. The
mysteries of God are not to be understood by the carnal mind with 1lts -
ordinary processes, but only by the quickening powers of the Holy Splrit,
The prophets whose testimonies we have used knew only in this way.

Jesus himself was fully conscious of this great fact of his oneness
with God. In him dwelt a fulness of God. He had absolubte knowledge of
the things whereof he spoke. He also knew that it was impossible for the
human mind of itself alone to know or comprehend this fact of dilvine
oneness without divine quickening. It could be known only by the reveal~
ment of the Son. But how many times gave he promise of the unfoldment of
divine mysterles to his disciples! Here is one touchingghias point which
is most explicit: ‘ ‘

"All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no man knoweth that
the Son is the PFather, and the Father is the Son, but him to whom the
* Som will reveal 1t." (Luke 10:23)

While, as we have seen, the fact of the Father and Son being one has
been many times declared, it has not been explained., It can not be underw
stood by men except through divine revealment, It 1s one of those myster-
les surrounding the personality of Ged which lles beyond our experience,
and beyond our present naturael powers of perception. But by the quicken-
ing of mind which comes of the Holy Spirit, and its power of reveaslment,
men have known this truth and have declared it, and no other view then
this heas been revealed of which we have record. ‘
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Such knowledge 1s stlll possible to others by the same method as
stated by Jesus. If this truth is difficult to understand it iz no more
so tha the doctrine of three persons in one and one in three which is
admitted generally by those who hold it to be "an ineffable mystery",
‘But Jesus has here declared the truth of dlvine onenesa, and given ass—
urance that men may come to know of this truth by his revealing 1t to
them, He has made no such declaration or promise regarding the doctrine
of the Trinity. The mystery of Godfs onericss has been and may be reveal~
ed; the mystery of the T+inity never has been revealed, and there is no
promise that 1t ever will be. - -

If this statement of Jesus were the only one we had touching the sine
gularity of Father and Son, 1t should be sufficient to establish the
truth, coming as it does from the Son of God himself, It is of further
significance thaet the rendering here given is a correction from the com~
mon versions of the Bibie and given by the "Spirit of Revelation', Or in
other words, the Lord took particular concern to change this passage
- from what 1s found in other versions of the Bible, where the essentlal
truth is clouded or lost, to,form in which the singularity of Fabber and
Son 1s positively declared, %ogether:with,a;promisa of persohal reveale~
ment of its truth. Does this fact mean nothing to us?

Father and Soh Spepk As One

There is yet another class of sdéripture references touching the re~
lation of God and Christ which should be considered, though because of
their peculisr setting in the record, running through whole chapters as
they do, we will not be able to quote except in small part. But we shall
point them out that the reader may see them for himself,

In a number of instaences where the Lord 1is speaking, in conversation
especially; he speaks as both Father and Son. In both roles he speaks as
one person, One striking instance 1s in conversation with Enoch. Enoch
on the other hand, standing in the presence of God, addressed him, some~
times in the same sentence, as both Father and Son, and that without in
dicating any change of persons, An instance of this is found in the fol-
lowing:

"Hé called unto the Lord, saying, Wilt thou not come again upon the
earth? fov inssmnch as thon art God, and I know thee, and thou hast swornm
unto me, and commanded me that I shouid ask in the neme of tvhine Only
B egotten; thou hast made me and given me a right to thy throne, and not
of myself, but through thine own grace; wherefore I ask thee if thou wilt
not come again on the earth?" (Gen. 7:66)

Afbter speaking as Father and making oath to Enoch as recorded in
verse 58 of this chapter, the Lord continues, and in verse 67 speaks ss
Son, telling of the day when he would come upon the earth. The latter
part of the chapter indicates the Son as speaker yet in verse 69 he says
that "truth will I send forth out of the earth, to bear testimony of
mine Only B egotten." A careful study of this chapbter will reveal a sing-
le personslity in God, even though both roles of Father and Son are in-
terchangeably used,

God and Christ Spesk As One in the Doctrine and Coyenantg

This alternating of speaker between God and Christ 1y found also in
the Doctrine &nd Covenanta. The most outstanding instance is'in sé¢tion
28, The 1isting of some of the expressions will show what we meant ‘

"Iisten to the volce of Jesus Christ, your Redeemcr, the gmreat I AM."

"I willburn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts." (Par. 1-2

"I am in your midst, and am your advocate with the Father." (Par. 2)
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"I. the Lord God, will send forth flies, etC.,.." (Par. 5)

"My blocd shall not cleanse them if they hear me not." (Par. L)

‘ "The devil was before Adam, for he recbelled agsinst me, saying, Give
me thine honor, which is my power."” (Par. 10.) (This refers to the
Father as definitely shown in Genesis 3:1-4).

"I, the Lord God,; gave unio Adam and unto his seed, that they should
not die as to the temporsl dea*h, until I, the Lord God, should send
forth angels to declare unto them repentance and redemption through
faith on the name of mine only begotten Son." (Par, 12)

"rittle children a”e nedaened from the foundaticn of the wurld,
through mine Only Begot thin,.” {Par. 13)

In this revelation Royealer ¢ speaks as Son and then as Fathar,
and that without inﬂ : any chahge of person.,

The concept of Fethor and Son ig one that belongs to man only. Christ
is Sen ”because of the Luumi, and because of this world. As to the
universe there is no sush rsl h;onwblwa

In section 85 there neews to Le a unrion of pﬁrsonalityv In par. 2
Christ is the light whickh is in all things, while p. 3 5Says thig light
proceedeth from She presence of (tod. Par, 3 showa that all 1life comes
from Ged who sitteth upon his throne, ard yet par. L states that it is
Christ who quickeneth all things. Par. 3 pointa out: that the light whe
ich emanates from God is the law by which all things are governed, and
yet par. 5 reveals Christ as the author of the law, In par. two it is

- Christ who comprehendeth all ubi“gs, and is in all and through all . . .

thinga, and in par, 10 it is God who sitbteth upon the throne, who com-

prehendeth all things, and who isin all things. Likewise both Father
and Son are referred to as the Crastor.

This seeming conflict is not real, Its explanation 15 to be found
in what has been shown, viz., that God and Christ are but a single per<
- sonality though manifested 1in different relations.

: In the multitude of these evidences we are led to see the truth of

Christ's words, "I and my Father are one"., The testimony of the three

standard books of scripture agree, and the evidences are many and var

led,. Other evidences will be presented in their piace showing tbe one=
ness of Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Noy Do Jesus Christ-His Sonship

“I &m the Only Begotten of the Father from the Begiﬂningt" Gen. L:9.

Christ Eternal oqd Uncreated

Before considering the Sonship or Jesug Christ it is necessary to
notice specifically a fundamentali truth as abundantly set forth in the .
scriptures, viz., the eternity of his Being. Any student of our three
books must recognize this truth for 1t runs through them all. We quote
but a few:

~ "But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be litule among the thous~
ands of Judah, yet out of thee shall come forth unbto me that is to be
ruler 1ln Israel; whose goings forth have been from old, from everlastn
1ng¢“ (Micah 5:2)

- "The Lord Omnipotent who reigneth, who was, and is from all eternity
to all eternity, shall come down from heaven, among the children of men,
and shall dwell in a tabernacle of clay." (Mosiah 1:97.)

"Hearken and listen to the voice of him who is from all eternity to
all eternity, the great I AM, even Jesus Christ, the light and the 1life
of the world." (D.C. 39:1)

« Eternsl Being makes Impossible any thought of Creation in Jesus Christ
He was not formed out of an assemblage of various elements into a com--
posite image or form, and started out as a new creation, without exper~
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lence, and without knowledge, as was man, yet, aa we shall see, there
was a change, for he could not have existed eternally as the Son, for
Sonship involves generation and beginning. His coming into the werld to
dwell in human flesh we know was a change for him, and the fact of one

change shows the possibility of a previous one. There was a previous one
which had to do somewhet with his Sonship, which we shall show.

Sonship Involves Generation

PFatherhood and Sonship are related terms,.We know what they mean as to earthly re-
lationship, and while they are applied to God and Christ we rust recognize that they
do not mean exactly the same thing as when applied to men. In dealing with the things
of God we have no earthly parallels, but no doubt the terms Father and Son are such as
most nearly convey the idea of the divine relationship of Father and Son to each other,
to us, yet we can not attach to God and Christ all the conditions belonging to earth:ly
fatherhood and sonship, ‘

Whatever else Sonship may mean in Christ it must mean this: that at some time there
was brought about a change; as a Son he was something that“ he was not before becom-
ing a Son, As a father, God had brougit fortn somwtiing thal was in scms rospsots o»
in some relations different from what had previously existed, By that change God became
Father and Christ became a Son,

In the Beginning With God

The scriptures speak of "the beginning," sometimes rather indefinitely, and in
slightly different relations.. In some cases the expression refers to the actual be-
ginning of the divine processes preparatory to the creation of the world and man, and
in others to the period between the time of the spiritual creation and the physical -
~ creation of man, We use the expression here in the former relation,

Beginning, (D.C.90:4) .

"I was in th3 beginning with God." :'ye were also in the beginning with the
Father." "That wicked one who was a liar from the beginning." Fote the different mean~
ing in these three uses of this word. ‘ :

Christ was in the beginning with God, John says, "In the beginning .,.the Son was
with God. The same was in the beginning with God." The lord said to Adam,"I am the
Only Begotten of the Father from the beginning." To our mind the beginning means more
than the pre-carnate state,, It carries us back into the eternity of the past before. ‘
man existed at all, when the infinite God conceived and determined the creation of *'::
this world, or as stated in Genesis 1:1, "This heaven and this earth," which probably
means the solar system, and all of its living forms including man, and devised his met-
hod of procedure through to the end when his purposes therein should have been reached.

At this time of beginning, and prior thereto, Christ could not have existed as Son,
for it was then that he "eame out from God." In this relation his being "with God"
means more than merely being in association with him,. It can mean no less than that
he ‘'was in God, without separate exxistence, being one with God, at w hich time there
was nothing relating to the Divine Being which was 'in the least suggestive of two
personalities,, '

"The triumph and glory of the lamb, who was slain, who was in the bosom of the
Father before the worlds were made." (D.C, 76:4)

"I was in the beginning with the Father, and am the Firstborn." Christ was the
firstborn, the only-begotten Son of God from the beginning. As Son Christ had a
beginning, :

There was t hen a beginning to Christ?s Sonship. There was something attaching
to Christ which was not eternal, just as when he came into this wonld and took upon him
human flesh, he possessed something which had not before attached to him, ard as he a-
gain by his resurrection took upon him a glorified body which constituted a change in
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His Being. By assuming & fleshly body he assumed that which made him dif.-
ferent from what he had ever beecn before. Such a change shows the possibe
11ity of previous change "in the beginning," at which time he took on
himself form. The Spirit of God assumed form and became.the pattern for
the ereation of man.

Christ Came Out From God

John says "the Son was of God,", He was of his B eing, of his nature,
of his person; but "he came out from God". (John 16:27) This was the ch..
ange of which we apoke, & change which took place in the beginning, be~
fore the world was made, and before man was created., It was evidently a
change, a development, 1n preparation for the vast work of creation, wh-
lch God had designed to accomplish relative to mankind who as yet did
not exist, Our scriptures reveal that the whole solar system was deslgn-
ed to meet the requirements of man and that more planets than the ecarth
are and willl be the places of abode of the human creation., This change,
involving the coming out of Christ from God, is vitally important, and
we shall glve the sceripture references:

Jesus while teaching the Jews sald, "I proceeded forth and came fronm
God." (John 8:42) By no reasonable interpretation can these words be made
to mean that Christ, as an eternally separate person who was in the ass-
ociation of God, merely left that association to come to earth. The term
"proceedeth forth and came from" suggest an outcoming of the actual es-
sence of God, a forming of something of God with a degree of seParate-
ness which had not before existed. That something Jesus called "I", "I
proceedeth forth and came from God." He was given and assumed some of
the characteristics of & separate personality, (as we commonly think of
personality), yet retainied all the gualities and powers of his original

Being, which was God, and also retained perfect communion, or oneness
with God. The comlng ocut did not involve a separation of personality
which remained One as it always had been and always must be,

Jesua so taught his disciples that they belloved that hc came out
from God, for which belief they were commended, and in commending them
he states the matter in direct words:

"For the Father loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believ—
ed that I came out from God. I came forth from the Father, and am come
into the world," (John 16:27-28) : ; :

And in further confirmation of this teaching Jesus in his prayer says:

"I have given them the words which thou gavest me; and the? have re-~
celved them, and have known surely that I came out from thee." (John 17:1

There is another significant statement, the words of Jesus 1n latter
day revelation: :

"The Spirit of truth is of God. I am the Spirit of truth." (D.C. 90:4)

"Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which 1s of God, he
hath seen the Father." (John 6:16) ‘ :

Jesus was not talking of his physical 1ife in these utterances, but
of his Spirit Being. He 1s the Spirit of truth, which is of God. It was
that Spirit which, "in the beginning" came out from God, being resolved
Into a form, and so became the "Oniy Begotten Son." There had been a
"proceeding from," & "coming out of," something akin to generation, or
having been begotten. As Son he had origin in the Father,

 The Image and Likeness of God

From present knowledge we can not think of God, the universal Being,
as being in anywise limited to a form 1like that of man. He fills the
heavens and the earth, and 1s in and through all things. He is the eter~
nal Spirit, But to this view objection 1s urged that he in person sits
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down upon his throne in humen form from whence he sends out his power
and influence to ruje the universe. But the scriptures do not so present
him: 1f i3 he himself that is omnipresent,

One passage more than all others is probably the cause of the anthro~
pomorphic view of God:

"And I, God, said unto mine Only Begotten, which waa with me from the
beginning, Let us make man in our imege, after our likeness." (Gen.1:27)
' Prom this the 1dea of God beilng in the form of a men can be drawn
only by inference, This inference i3 more or less common, but is it <or-
rect? In the abgence of any specific revealment that God has such a form,
is 1t either safe or wise to make such an inference from such meager and
uncertaln evidence? Is 1t justified? '

In the ligh% cf what has been presented, with other matter to folliow,
it 1s our conception that this "image" is none other than the form invo
which the Spirit of tweuth, which was of Cod, was »esolved in the beginn-
ing, when God conceived the great plen of ereatlon and redemption of man,
end having determined in his infinite mind the #form in which he wouvld
make man, resoived from himself a corresponding form or "image', wkizh
was to become the pattern for all others, Tnis was the Only Begotten
Son, Not only was the Son a pattern, but it was to be %he medivm through
whom the whole work of creation and of redempilon was to te effected, He
wes to be the life-~giver to the worid of liviug forms which he should
create Including man; both in the spirit or pre~carnate world and in the
present world,

It is well to remember that Divine actlivity 1s in constant change of
movement, in new creations, dissolving oid z2reatlons which have served
their purpose. "My works are without end, aad aisv my words, for they
never cease," (Proface I.V.)

There is no stagnation in God'!s universe, His works change but not
his nature or purpose. : ,

Christ's repeated statement "I am in the Father and the Father 1n
me' is most certainly an affirmation of *the oneness cf personality, and
the absence of any actual separation between Pather and Son. Whon en
earthly son 1s born of an earthly rfather they become twe absolubely two
separate persons, no more capable of rewnion, But R 84S eparaticn dle
vided Christ and the Father-God. Christ, the Son remalued In ona indlaw-
Soluble union with the Father, and the Fathsr remained inseparable from
the Son. Tliey were one. Jesus said "I and my Fathar are cpe," Tals was
not sald as some have urged, that they were one in purpose and charasier,
“but the teaching of Jeszua hers, (John 32:30), was deeling directly with
personality rather than with unity of mind and heart, as referred to on
another occasion,(John 17:21) when praying for his disciples "That they
all masy be one; as thcou, Father, art in me, and I in thee; that they al-
8¢ may be one in us", (See verse 22 also) "I am in the Father and the
Fether in me."

Can two personalities, which are separate and distinct, even though
they be slike in character, be so described? Can two personalities, even
80 blended into one that they exist as one? Can God be revealed as two
Gods mcting as one, or @s triune in person yet one in saying to the Bro-
ther of Jared "I am the Father and the Son," Jesus did not say, "I em
two persons scting in two capacities,”

Perhapa the fact of the Son taking form constituted the main, if not
the sole measure of separation or of distinetion between him and the
Father, :

I% is not strange then thet God should say to this Only Begotten Son
who was of himseif, and who had come out from him, and assumed a form
with a measure of separabeness, a form from whichr was Lo be evolved the
myriads of human spirits of like pattern; "Ie® us make man in our image,



www.LatterDayTruth.org

18,

efter our likeness," This image was theone which God had designed and
formed of himself in the divine process of generation. It was the Son,
the Only Begotten Son and there was no other.

"And I, God, created man in mine own image, in the image of mine Only
Begotten created I him."™ (Gen. 1:29).

The latter clause seems to be explanatory of the first and follows
the ldes we have already expressed, or presented. Themeaning is made
somewhat clear by Paul's expression concerning Christ "who is the image
of the Invisible God," (Col. I'tl5) which neither says nor implies that
God 1s in the form of man, but rather that as universal Spirit, God being
without form is invisible, that is undiscernable to man except through
the image of himself sa revealed in the form of Jesua Christ, Nor does
this image refer to Christ's physical body for he had this image or form
in the Spirit, and so appeared many times before his incarration. As we
have previously explalned, 1t was this form of the Only Begotten Son
which was revealed to the ancients as Jehovah and God,.

In the Doctrine and Covenants 22:8, Moses makes a statement to Satan,
"Behold, I am @& son of God, in the similitude of his Only Begotten. Here
Moses spesks of being created after the image "of his Only Begotten",
that 1s in the form of God; In the image and likenesa of the Son. Then.
Moses adds, "For, Behold, I could not look upon God", It was in this-.
form or image that Christ appeared to the Brother of Jared more than two
thousand years before he came in the flesh, the secount of which 1is so
clear and pertinent thst we guote therefroms , »

"o.eBehold the Lord bhowed himself unto him, and said, Because thou
knowest these things, ye are redeemed from the fall; therefore ye are
brought back into my presence; therefore I & ow myself unto you. B ehold,
I am he who was prepared from the foundation of the world to redeemi my
people. Bohold, I am Jesus Christ. I am the Father and the Son...Seest
thou that ye are ereated after mine own imsge? Yea, even all men were
cregted in the beginning, after mine own image? Behold this body, which
ye now behold, is the body of my Spirit; and man have I created after the
body of My Spirity and even as I appear unto thee to be in the Spirit,
will I appear unto my people in the flesh." (Ether 1:76-81)

1 In the explanation of this recvelation, Moroni, a prophet and histora.
an adds:

"~ "Jesus showed himself unto this man in bhe Spirit, even after the

manner and in the likeness of the same body, even as he showed himselfl

unto the Nephites; and he ministered unto him, even as he ministered unto

the Nephites; and all this, that this man knew that he was God," Eth,1:82-

83. (The following footnote added later by Bro. Fry and F,T.S)

(In dealing with man from the beginning God was under the necessity

of adapting himself to man's measure of capacity. Is it not evident

that Jesus Chrsit as the "Only Begotten Son" in the beginning, as

well as in his physical earth life was themanifestation of God in

this limited form adapted to human capacity to comprehend?) '

- Here 1s God revealing himself to man in humen form, but that form
was Jesus Christ, the only human form in which God ever has been reveal-
ed to man, for the scriptures sbundantly show that the divine image seen
by the sncients was always Christ. Here is Christ revealing himself in
"the body of my Spirit", apparently using the word "body" in the senseof
form, end saying thet thet was the image after which all men were created,
Notice his statement further: "Man have I created after the body of my
Spirit". (Please check further NOTE at end of Par.) And in this very con-
nection he also says,"I am the Pather and the Son," There were not twe
inages of God, but "our imege." That Image was Christ's It was Christ who
created man, and it was his own form that supplied the pattern.
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N’OTE‘= ("The body of my Spirit“ here &uggests a form into which the
Spirit of God had been resolved, or which had been resolved out of the
“Spirit of God which otherwise existed as the universal Spirit without
form or limitation. It was & form derived from God enfolding the divine
personality ‘and nature, becoming the pattern for thé creation of men,
;piri? and body, and becoming ‘to them the representation of God in human

orm.). -

' The bringing 1nto~existence of this "body of my Spirit," can not be

classed as & creation in any such sense as the word is used in relation

to man snd all material things. Men were created "in thé beginning," as

it 1s written, "ForI, the Lord God, had created all .hhe e¢hildren of men,
" 'eweln heaven ereated I them, and there was not yet flesh upon the earth,”

(Gen. 2:6) Christ was not created but "came out from God," though the

. form which he assumed at that time, as we have seen, was resolved of him-

“self. It was the eternal Spirit of Truth resolving of itself a form,
without however changing or losing any of its essential characteristics

or powers. This form continued in oneness with the univers&l Spirit The

separation being seeming only and not absolute,

... Illustrations which ¢an be used to represent divinity are few and

none of them are altogether fitting, We can not represent infinite things

by finite, yet there may be 1llustrations that will help. But sometimes

-an illustration will represent a single idea which is helpful. It is with

"this thought that we notice the distinction between the making of a bron.

ze. statue which is strictly the work of creatioa” and the producing of

a marble statue which is strictly. e forming, or bringing forth out of a

pre~existing body. The marble statue always existed, since the creation

of the earth, in the mass of marble, but by the skill of the sculptor

it "came out of" that mess, and became something which it was not before,

" yet retaining its original nature. It is still marble 'ideénticel with th&
mass from which 1t was taken. If we can carry this idea into the realm

of spirit, recognizing some measure of & parallel with spirituel things,

end forgetting material things we mey be able to catch the idea of * -

Christ coming our from God, yet retaining the same natura and character

belonging to God.

~ Though our illustration is 1mpa’fect and only partially fitting, ‘yet

it ropresents the idem of Christ coming our from God end still retain~

ing the ‘divine nature end personality..The illustration ends there. It

1s on ‘the basis of those retained qualities, powers, and personality,

“and the fact of continuing communion in the fullest degree with God, that
. desus Christ can consistently speak of being eternal, of knowing all

" things, of having all power; ete,, and 1t is upon this basis, and upon

this)basia only, that he can say, "T am the Fathar and the Son*" (Ether

I:7T7 ‘ T S
. , Christ Propared. From the Beginning

.. There are some other scriptures which deal with this marvelous event
i Min the beginning,"-and which we must consider: in-order- that the wonder-
ful story shall be complete in our minds. They have to do with Christ's
preparation. They dre scriptures which we have largely if not entirely
“overlooked in our study of God and Christ, This preparetion points to

the great purposa in the mind of God which gave occasion for him to
. "come -out’ from God", -for it points to the great mission of the Son. We
present here ‘aome of these seripturess -
" "...They would not hearken unto his volce, nor believe on hés only
B ‘egotten Son; even him whom he had.declared 'should come in:the meridian
?g timg,hw?o wag prepared from befora the foundation of the world.,™:
en. 3
"Behold I am he who was prepared from the foundation of the world to
Mmoo avm wrr vres el B I hesw T e 7Y
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Christ id not design to do all that was requisite in the redemption
of man without enlisting willing and qualified men to assist. Alma spealr
Ang of such men whom God calls to the high priesthood as his represent-
atives in this world, affirms that this priesthood was "after the order
of his Son," and that the men called were chosen from the foundation of
the world, and prepared for this ministry. It is in this connection that
he says that Christ was prepared:

: "...Thus this holy calling being preparedfrom the foundation of the
worldfor such as would not harden their hearts, being in and through the
‘atonement of the Qnly.Begotten Son, who was prepared."” (Alma 9:68)

- Y. ..grant unto you eternal 1life, through the redemption of Christ,
whom-he has prepared from the foundstion of the werld," (Mos. 9:Ll) -

. The preparstion of Christ differed from that. of men chosen for the
high priesthood, the latter being by development, training and experien-
ce; but Christ being .Divine needed no such preparation: Hls preparation
must have consisted only in the matter of the Divine 8pirit assuming a
form, not to encompass the universal Spirit of God, but.sufficient to
occupy in that form for the purpose. of acting In a special and limited
capacity, whille perserving oneness .of person. It:was this coming out
from Cod which constltuted the begetting by which Christ became the
"Only Begotten Son", thereby preparing him to be .the.'mediator” between
God and man, and to deal with men on mants own level.. .

Christ's proparation was with a definite purpose, -and though that
purpose Involved his givéng hils 1ife Sor the world, yet that was but an
incldental part of the wholej it included the entire work of redemption
which would not reach-.lts end until the eerth and as- many ef;its inhab-
- 1tents as would were glorified in God, His preparatlon.was actompanied
- ' by a choosing, a fore-ordaining of him, for this age»long task, ‘as may

. be seen in the following:
. . ", .Ye were not redeemed with corrqptibla thlngs,;.but the precious

blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot; who ver-
1ly.was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was man1~
fest in these last times for you." (1 Peter 1:18-20.) =

", ..Those things which were from the beginning before the world was,
which were ordadined of the Father sthrbugh his Only Begotten Son, who
was In the bosom of the Father, even from the beginning., ..He is the
.,Only Begotten of the Father; that by him, and through him, and of him
the worlds are end were created; and theinhabitants thereof are bagott—
en sons and daughters unto. God¢" (D.C. 76:3)

"I (John) saw his glory that he was in the beginning before the world
was; therefore in the beginning the Word was; for he was the Word, even
the messenger of salvatlon, the light and the Redeemsr of the world; the
Spirit of truth, who came into the world because the world was made' by
him; snd in him was the 1ife of men and the light of men." (D.C. 90:1)

. "And to make 21l men .see what is the fellowship of the mystery, wh-~
ich .from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created
all things by Jesus Christ,.y.ﬁccordl to the eternal purpose whioh he
- purposed in Christ Jesus our Lor&Q“ZEpheaians 3: 9~11) i :

- The Only Bagotten Son was prepared for a speciflie work, being given
@ commission to create man in his own image. The worlds needed b? and
for man in the great process of déveloping and bringing him to "immort—
ality and eternal life'encompassing the solar systemy and in redeeming -
- _.man to become sons of God. With Christ in God and God in Christ and' the
. oft repecated statement that they are one, we can not think of: absolute
- separation insomuch that they constituted two. personalitiﬁs,.ihey remaln
ong in their eternal nature. "There i1s one Spirit", says Paul. That seme
Spirit constitutes God and oonstitutes Christ. There are- not two Spirits
making two persons,. :
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That age-long task included the creation of the earth and its attend--
ant solar system, and the bringing of the humﬁn race to..sonship in God.
He who had this great task was the "Word, evén.the messenger of salvat-
ion," which makes him the revealer of God and 'his truth to men, He was
to be the purveyor of light and-1life to the world. The work of redempt-
ion necessitated his belng a Restorer algo, even to. the, raising of the
. dead. These are some of the details 1n the vast work for which Christ
. was prepared at the beginning.

Just what this charga was as expressed "in the words “was prepared"

18 not revealed, but or “z‘ﬁ it must be certain that there waa a change
so that Christ. becams whis we had nob been before. The various statemenis
that originally he was Wibh God," and "procéedeth forth .from God;" to-
- gether with the furthe: statement that "the Scn was of God," iﬁeu, of

- the essence or personaiity cf God, suggest that he 15 a manifestation of
God, though that manifes%2+izn was defini%e enough to be expressed in a
Spirit form before the iwcsld was mades Or to be mors specific,; prior to
“this change, Christ was In the absolute degree one with @od, having no
Image or form, or separateness of Being, and through the change waz re-
solved from the very Being of God into 'a Spirit_formg_not created in any
such sense as man was created, bubt coming out from God, and yet retaine
irg the fulness of the nature of God, and also absolute and unrestricted
communion with God., He was God expressing himself In thatv particular
form -

' This preparation was in view of the great work contemplaped Adn the
mind of the infinite. God,. whish included the creation of worlds and their
inhabitants, and the developing of them by age-long processes bto:perfect-~
ion, and to such & likeness with:God that they would be capable of dwell-
ing in his glorious presense; in a state so much higher‘that the. present
world gives but the faintest conception of it. Can we not seg in this
preparation an adaptation upon the part of God %o the particular cone
ditions and needs involved in-this work? An asdaptation of his person in
Christ to the particular ] form and personality of man whose ereation was
“then in contemplation? '., .
- This preparation of the Son.m&y be better understood by considariag
briefly that with infinite fore~knowledge God lald out the whole pian
relative to the ereation and development of man from the beginning to

the end, making provision for every detail of human need both in the sp<
irit and 4in the flesh. % was then that the gospel was conceived, so thak
it was no new thing wiien it was revealied to Adam, much less when it was
restored througn John the Baptist and Jesus. Christ was made the Word,
the messenger of salvation in -the beginni g° "In him was the gospel, ahd
the gospel was the 1ife." (John 1:l)

"Thus God bringeth about. his great and eternal purposes which wers
" prepared from the foundation of the world." (Alma 19:108)

"Now if -1t had not been for the plan of redemption, which was laid
from the foundation of ‘the world, there could-have been no resurrecction
of .the dead; but there was a plan of redemption laid, wh 1ch shall bring
to:-pass the resu%rection of the dead." (Alma 9:42-43)

A The univérsality of ﬁhis plan of redemption is shown in the follcw-
Ings.

”..This is the man Who receiveth salvatlon, through the atonement
which was prepared from the -foundation of the world, for all mankind,
which ever were, ever since the fall of . ‘Adam, or who are or ever shall
be, even unto. the end of the warld." (Mosiah 2:11)

¥ esOur. understandings were enlightened, so as to see and understand
- the things of God;'even those things which were from the beginning-before

the world was, which were ordained of the Father, ‘through his Only Begot»
tenSon,. who was in:the bouom of the F@thar, even from the begigni?go
A (D.C. T76:3
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", ..The works of God were prepared, (or finished), from the foundation
of the world." (hebrews l.:3)

Thus we find that the full plan of the gospel was fore-ordained from
‘the beginning. The works that Christ was to pegorm were predetermined,
including his death and resurrection, not, as some suppose that God pre-
determined, and made it personally obligastory, that certein persons she
ould crucify the Son of God; but that knowing beforehand what men woulgd
do under given circumstances, he permitted this sinful act and made use
of 1t to the'fulfilling(of'bis own purposes. Other acts of sin upon the
part 'of all men made neccicary the death of Christ and his resurrection
that his work of redemﬂ rﬂ might be made complete. This was in the dew
slgns of God in the bLeopii.ings '

%I came into the we 7. wr do the will of my Father, because ths Father
sent me; and my Fathei s:0: o that I might be lifted up upon the cross,"
(3 Nephi 12:25-26)

"But with the precious blood of Christ, as of & lemb without blemish
and wlthout spof; who verily was forecrdained before the foundation of
the world." (1 Petier 1:19-20) -

Both the plan of redemption and the persanal Redeemer were. prepared
in the beginning«

‘Christ Made A Mediator

We are inclined to think of thé medistorship of Christ from the hu-
"man side, which is more in the nature of an intercessor. He 1s -our repre-
sentative before the Father, and .pleads our cause. But we wish to look
gt it from the other side, and consider him as God's mediator to man,

As before exprossed God is the "Invisible" Being, to whom men can
not directly approach, Nor could God immediately make. himself approach~
eble, or comprehensible to men, To establish contact with man and make

possible mutual relations he must "prepare" a "mediator", in whom his

‘own nature and character shall be embodied, and through whom>h18 whole
purpose regarding nian shall be wrought out. This mediator must be able
"to interpret.and revesi God to man within man's extremely limited capsc-
ity. He must, in g sense adaept God to ments measure of understanding. He
must even assume . the form of man, and.be sble to eotidescend to walk and
talk with men, (1ike & professor adapting himself to his two or three
year old child), sad show himself to them, that they iiay know God there-
- by, and learn of bis puPpOSGS and requirements. These..are some of the
- ¢haracteristies of Christ®s mediatorship. These he did ss the Son of God.
' The idem of Christ possessing "all the fulness of God," and at the.
game time adapting himself to men's small capacity, is like(to use ahothe=
er single ides illustration), ®» transformer on an.electric line, which
receives current of high voltage as it comes from the great dynamo, and
reduces it to low voltage whereby it is adapted to.the various electri»
cal apparatus in our homes. To turn 25,000 volts into our household
motors and lamps would destroy us. Lines running out .of the ‘power houses
gt Boulder Dam carry ‘&s high as 220,000 volts but by tranaformars patrons -
recéive ‘the power at 112 volts. (Col. "2:9) W

Christ receives of the fulness of God. His oneness with the Father .
leaves the streai of divinity flowing unrestricted to him. But in minis-
tering to man that fulness flows only in such measure as is adapted to
man?s capaclty to receive and power to use. Mosea was permitted to see
the Lord with but a portion of Hhis. glory, but even then, not until he had™
been himself quickened by & portion of that glory, ad his capabllity
groatly enlarged, Moses realized that what he had seen was with "not:mine
natural but'my spiritual eyes, for mine natural eyes could not have be-
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‘held; fo#'I-would have withered and died it his-presénce; but his glor?
was ‘upon mé, and I beheld his face, for I was transflgured before him,
“Thé Lord also said to him, "No man can behold all my glory, and after-
wards ‘remain in the flesh, on the earth." (Preface I.V. verses 7,3.)
o Man . receives only such portion of the things of God as his condltlon
will sdmit, !
" The scriptural use of the word ”mediator“ as applying to Chrlst  pée
fera to his representing God to man rather than man to God. He is the
"mediator between God and men", of "the new covenant; ;% the "mediator of
-1ife", ( 1 Tim. 2:4; Gaz, 3: 20)
" All God's dealings with man are mediate through his Son Jesus Chrisu,
who 1is the "one mediator between God and men." He is the "Oanly Begotten."
On the other hand, mawu's approach to God can be only through Christ, g@g
i1s "an advocate with the Fatber." "No man cometh unto the Father, but by
: me." As mediator, Christ "hath power over all men," for the Father has
"given him power over all fiesh," Again we are t old that "the Father
judgeth no man; but hath committed all judgment unto the Son," Christ!s
positlon as Mediator is absolute; "Bhe Fatvher loveth the Son, and hath
given all things into his hand." (1 Tim. 2:5;1 Jchn 2:1;John 1h:6; 1 Tim.
2:l43 John 17:2; John 5:22; John 3:35).

(In adapting himself to man's limited capacity he must ‘bring hlmself
within the reach of man's SGBSGSwuhe physical senses, with such spiritu~
al sense as he possesses.

Man sees with eyes, God must assume a limited form 1f man is to sea-~
him. Hence the image of God resolved from his own Spirit, and called the
Son; that image having been "begotten" in the beginning, that 1s in the

beginnlng of God's prOPesses looking. toward,the creation and- the perfectm
" ion of man.

Man hesars. with . physical ears, CGod must . speak to him in such,a way
that those physical ears can hear him: Hence the form or image of God in
Christ the Son, who both in the Spirit and in the flesh has spoken with
man "face to face" and "as one man speaketh with another."

Man feels not only by the sense of touch in his fingers but in his
inner emotions. With Christ there is the physical touch and the spiritual
touch and man's emotional feelings are susceptible- of being touched by
the Spirit of Christ. Through Christ man can come into contact with God
and feel hilm.) .

&

- Christ's Sonshlg in the Flesh _ - %wg

Christts Sonship 1s primarily of the Spirit' that 18, in his Spirit
form, which he assumed in the beginning. He was then the Only Begotten,
?e.sThe Son of God(which) was from before the foundation of the world,"
(Gen, Il :31) Long before he came into the world he said to the Brother:
of Jared, "I am the Father and the Son." (Ether 1:77). It was necessary
therefore, that in coming into the world the vital fact of his Sonshlp:
should be extended to the flesh, and that he should be born of a virgin
by the Holy Spirit in this world. He was not the Son of God so much bex=
cause of the manner of hls birth, but rather that his being already. the
con of God made necessary, and determlned, ‘the manner of his birth in-- -
the {lesh. He was already the Son of God begotten before the foundation
of the world, and it was necessary and consistent that that relation of
Sonship should be extended to the flesh, thereby revealing in the flesh
the great spiritual fact of his splritual gsonshlip. -

Christ's Sonship in the Spirit did not reach its finality, or fulfill
its purpose, until he had become ‘& Son in the flesh also, His Spiritusil
Sonship had thet end in view, and had he not been born the Son of God
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into the world there would have been no occasion for his being “prepared"
as the "Only Begotten Son" in the Spirit. A denial of his divine Sonship
in the flesh 1is a denial of his divine Sonship in khe Spirit, and of = .:
the. whole acheme of redemption. The failliire of men to recognize.-the fact -
of Christ's sonship ih the Spirit tends to and makes easy their failure
to recognize or to deny his sonship in the .flesh. The whole purpose of
God concerning man, and the gospel of salvation, rest upon one basic- )
fact, viz,, the divine Sonship of Jesus Christ in both Spirit and body. : .
To deny this great basic fact is to deny all, snd to take away the hope
of mankind, - ‘ o . S e
. In the face of growing disbelief in, and of insistent denial of, the '
divine Sonship of Jesus in these modern times, comes to Latter Day Saints
the edded and confirmatory witness of the Book of Mormon and the. Book of
Doctrine and Covenants. In them the testimony of the Bible regarding the -
virgin birth is more clearly and more directly affirmed. God has "left
not himself without witness"QActs 1l4:7) upon this vital truth in these

difficults times, but has given much new light.
‘The Naxure'gg'rersonaiiti;

In considering the evidences heretofore set forth regarding-the sing~
ulerity of God end Christ, the reader may still be puzzled because of ‘
the persistency of the thought of two persondlities. W& recognize the
difficulty of understanding the fundamental fact of that singularity,
but: .our chief fault is in our failure to understand the nature of God,
or more apec¢cifically, the nature of personality. T L

Our whole. conception of personality has been gaihed. from. our know-. .
ledge of human persons, all of whom have form like our own, from which,K
we have eagily assumed that form and peraonality are inseparably connect~-
ed,, and that neither ¢an exist without the other. Havinhg believed that
God 48 in the form of & man, ahd that Christ is in "the express image"of -
God, (Hebs 1:3), we inevitably reach the conclusion that they .are two e
Separate and distinet personalities., .. L P D
. iIn attributing to God & form with which hils persohhlity is bound. up -
we bedome involved in another ebiror, viz., the limiting of that person~
elity. in its: expression to: that” particular form. God is in né such way
so restricted, but finds frée expression for his Being in the universal

Spirit whiéh he is. - . S e L
° Theé Spirit which fills all space, and 18 in and thiough all things,
the power by which all things abe ciested, meintained and governed; the
universal invisible and incomprchensible God. .. .. . S
'His sctivities are manifest. in an infinite number of ways regerdless
of any bodily form, though it is by no means- lmpossible for him to pro=-
vide a formn in which his personelity may have e¢xpression in some partic-.
ular waye .- - co S LT e o T

.. It must be remembered that God's revelations to mah cover only & part
_ from g few basic principles or attributes of hzé‘charadteri,his\wurk'pern“n
tathinhg to-this world; ot at most, "this heaven and thls earth.! And of -~
metters relating to other worlds or systems he says; (See Revi to Moses,
DiC.:22), that for wise reasons this Knowléedge “remaineth in me'. It is o
enough formen to know himself and his earthly envirommént and the plrpose :
of his being, : ‘ e S T o
- Personality in this conncetion is:nicely set forth in the followingk

.. "Wwhat. is:the essence, the essential ldes,; of personalityf It ds not - - :
. obutline; it:4s not limitation, it is not losation in spacei sJohn, Lockej .

the English:philosopher, says that the gentral idea of peracnality is - =

* ¥

thought mnd intelligence. Ha¥mann LotiZe, ona pf the. foremost . selentific

o hd
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philosophers of the world,. asserts the same, Conscious selfhood, he says,
is the essence of personality, And so we may assert and believe that God
is personal, while we eliminate from the definition of that word all that
- 1limits, all that locates, all that cripples, all that hampers personali~
ty, as we are acquainted with it in ourselves and in each other. And we
may rightly, I believe-carefully defining terms and undersbanding what
they mean, assert of God that he 1s the 1nf1nite person.”delief in God,
by M.J. Savage, p Th4.

: Albert C, Knudson defines a person as "one who thinks and feels and .
wills," and that "personality in its essence means self-hood, self-know~
1ed%e and self-direction", He says further:

"But while personality must be construed in psychological terma, it
does not necessarily imply limitations and imperfections such as those
incident to the growth and development of the humen spirit."-The Doctrine
of God, pages 399, 297, and 396 regpectively.)

'God 1is a person but not necessarily a form. It 1is his universal and
all pervading Spirit which ispossessed of intelligence, of feeling and
of will. His intelligence and power are everywhere manifest, and that
without any bodily presence. God is essentially Spirit.

These qualities, or in other words, his personallty is, and may be,v
manifest in every part of his being-in every place whereever God 1ls.
Where a portion of his Spirit is resident in a human soul, there God is-
in 81l the qualities and powers of his being-his personality is there
manifest, This condition may exist in thousands or millions of souls at
the same time, yet 1t 1s the seame personality in all.

‘The personality of God is manifested in and through Jesus Christ, who
i3 possessed of a form. Beeause of that form we have erroniously supposed
thet he 1s asnother person, Such supposition does not rest upon any sound-
basis. The very universallty of God as the Spirit, mekes possible the
manifesting of his peraocnality in any way, in any place, in any form
which he mey choose, or sometimes Independently of any form. But such -
manifestation in a form does not constitute & separate personality, any
more. than would his varled manifestations indepently of a fonm constitute
- separate personaslities,

. When & man is born of the Spirit and the Spirit takes its abode with=
in his soul thst men is in communion with God; he has contact with the .-
- divine personality. Paul refers to this relation as "Christ in you'. The

man discerns and thinks the thoughta of God, (within bounds); he fees and
partakes &f the Divine nature. The Divine personality is within him, That
Spirit may speak as God to him. It may reveal deep mysteries and exalted
truths. There is no 1limit to its possibllitiles though there may be limits
to the man's power of reception. The personality of God there is without,
limitation, But here is snother man having posscssion of the Spirih of
:God; two men; ten thousand men, in every one of whom the person of God
dwells' he hears petition and answers;.-he speaks and reveals, counsela
- or directs in every one, :

. Are we so simple as to belleve because of this distribution.and sep-
arate activity of the Spirit of God in ten thousand persons,: that the
Spirit is divided into ten thousand separate entitlea? Paul says there
is "One Spirit,..one God and Father of all, who.1ls above all and through
all and in you all." (Eph. L:6) There are meny different ministrations
yet "all these worketh that one end the selfisame Spirit dividing te
every man severally as he will." (1 Cowm. 12:11) Lo

If when the - Spirit of God can dwell in many’persons without dividing
1ts personality, remaining all the time one and the same Spirit, can not
- then the Spirit. of .God dwell. in = greater degree. in Jesus Christ, without
dividing the personality, remalning oné with God. The-indwelling presence
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- of the Spirit“of God in the form of Christ the Son, (and Jesus pogsessed

no other Spirit:spart frog the Spirit: of- God(," heed not and did not re-
. Vegl & personality separate-or distinct.from God. Jesus confesses his i~
.. dentity with the Father, not only in:sueh expressions as "I and my Fath.-
cer are . ons," but:in "If ye hsd known rié, ye would have known my Father
el o.m_"Ha ‘that hath seen me hath seen’the Father'™, "The Father. that  dw.-
‘eLlleth.in me, he, desth the works." (John-8:19; 1l:7-10) o

.In dealing with this ecrestion, involving the human race, God chose
to ‘manifest himself Through a form which was specifically "prepared” for
the(particular purpose, and through whom his whole work ef creation,
Qevalopment, redemption and perfectionji. ¢ould be executed, and whom he
‘designated "Mine Only Begotten Son." .In other words, Christ is God's med.-
ium of expression and of operation to th& humen race, and; 8o far as we
knom to .the human race only. He is not necesaarily & Messiah and a
Bavior +o other worlds, unless the other planets of our solar system are

" 9noTuded in the scope of his particular work ass suggested by "this heav.
. en and this earth" in Genesis 1:1. There is no evidence that the Son's
’ wprk ag. Mediator and his mission as Redeemer extend to the whole univer..

‘86 .. He is mediator between God snd man,; snd the Redeemer of- the world.

The purpose of his preparstion stated by himself, “I am he who: was pre
,ared from the foundatlon of the world to redeem my people,"(Bther L: 77)
This with its correlated work 1s theonly roason for Christ coming out in
~In-his separateness in a definite form, For thia purpose and this purpose
‘only, did he come out from God, and became the Only Begotten Son, and -
-was prepared .and ‘became the Medjator between God and man, -

Christ has declared the eternity of his beirng. However, especially

< 8since he says "I am.-the Spirit-of truth", so thaf he 1s essentially

Spiritt 1t does not-follow tHat Christ existed €ternally in human formni,
»I% was his form which was p”epared from.the hégimning,. and which constite
uted his Sonship. It had a beginning. As Spirit he was eternal but as.to
his. form that originated when he came out from Ged and became "the. Only
Begatteh ‘Son,¥ His personality always existed but 1p the beginning when
che Mwasg prepared“y and became & form, that pergonallty wes:associated
with that form, though by no means confinéd to it solely.,. Since Christ.
ascended 1nto the heavens after his resurrectian” his Spirit 1s.shed a~
‘broad, or in other words, his personality; nto the hearts of his peopleg
showing that personality is not 1limibted to Foim. ¢

 In the matter of Christ coming out from Ged and- assuming an,apparent»
1y separate 1dentity, while still retaining complete unity.: -with Gody  we

+ have no earthly parallel, and can offer but little in the way of Illuste

.ration, However the following may give some little measure of helps* -
A man builds ‘up four walls and upon them constrycts a roof and -calls

' the enclosure, "Phe Auditorium." But what hes he done? .Just this: he has

enclosed a little bit of universal space by four artificial walls -and &
roof, and given that spmce an individuality and a neme, which individual-
ity is designed for a spécifiec purpose different from that -of the whole
universe of apace, It becomes known by its individual form and name, and
stands out as a thing in and of 1%self, and apart from other space, .and
having a separate identity. But while he has dons all this, that space
known as the auditorium still remains absolutely a part of universs® sp-
&cer 1t is not even detached, The separation is seeming rather than rasi,
the walls whilch suggest separateness being artificlal, and may be réomoved
at sny time, leaving what had been the enclosed spacze, just what 4t-had
always been-a part of the universeé, Whether enclosed or unenclosed; that
space. always possessed all the propertiea of and remained as one with
universal space,

To Personlfy Space' that portion anclased by tha walls of tha audit»

. .
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orium, speaking from  the standpoint of universality, could correctly say,
"I am the universe speaking; :I am universal space; and from the stand-
point of 1t enclosure, "I em also the auditorium;" It could correctly ‘
say, I am both universal and local." "I am God and man.,"

In teking that space, known as the auditorium, out. of universal sp~
aece, it was given a form which universal spade did not have. Universal -
space and form are contrary terms for form means limitaetion. Infinity
can not be confined within limits, though a form may be included in in-
finity, even as the Son 1s Included in the infinite God. While the space
in the guditorium 1s the express likeness of universal space, that is
not to say that universal space 1is in any sense limited to the same form
and proportion,

The personified guditorium space could speak as universal space and
1t could speak as the auditorium. It could describe or define its infin-
iteness or its finiteness. That is just what Christ did. He spoke as God
the infinite One, and he spoke as the limited and finite "Son of Man".

He spoke sometimes as Father and sometimes as Son. While speaking as Son

he could say "My Father is greater than I", In spéaking as Father he
could say "I am the Almighty God". He could say I am the Father and he
could say I am the Son.

~ In-somewhat similar manner we conceive of Christ. Insofar ag he was
the Son he was "0f God," and in coming out from God (whatever that pro-
cess was) acquired a separate ldenity, and individuality, which establi--
shed a point of partial distinction between him and God, which distinct-
lon, however, or separateness, like the auditorlum in relation to space,
was purely artificlal, and which in no sense destroyed his absolute um-
ity with God or changed hils universal nature. It did not give him a sep-
arate personality-it did not constitute him a separate person. Under no
other way would he be justified in saying, "I am the Father and the Son!
In no other way would he be justified in saying, "I am God", and I am
"from all eternity to .all eternity, the great I AM." (Ether 1:78; D.C. 6:
1,103 D.C. 39:1)

In ohe flesh Christ's personality was limited most extremely in its
expression and operation. So far as that personality was manifested in
the flesh, itrevealed God, though that revelation was incomplete. It. sh=
culd be observed that his fleshly nature was of the earth, and tainted -
with the evll that 1s common to man which rendered him susceptible to
temptation and weakness, His physical conditions were no different from
those of other men; he hungered arxd thirsted, and became weary; he col-
Iapsed under extreme mental and physical strain; his Spirit could act
only through the limited powers of the physical body. -

Christ voluntarily assumed these limitations of the’ flesh and while
in his -earth 1ife kept within those limits. By the exercise of his Spirit
power he. could have made for himself bread but he suffered hunger instead..
He might have. m itten the rock and brought forth a. stream but he thirsted.
He might have called into operation the powers of the universe in his de-
fenge but he diled; all just the seme as other men, because he had assum-
ed to become a man. He was a man,

It was because of these conditions that he had need to pray, for he
prayed out of his weak humanity. The barrier of carnal flesh placed his
divine Spirit under such restraint that the universal Spirit-the Fathere
wag ‘at times hidden from his view. It was: at such a time that he cried
out, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" (Matt. 27:50) As men;
Jesus had need of the inflow of divine Tight and power the same as other
men. It was his life struggle to bring his carnal nature into conformity
with his diviné Spirit and thus produce "one new. man," (Eph. 2 15) which
should becomé the pattern for all men,
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- Ad man:Jesud did have need to pray to his Pather, and the Father
found it necedsary to compune with him, gs 1f they were distinct _persons,
Just the same (if ‘in imeginatlon we again pérsonify space) the .enclosed
gpace of the:additorium might commune with universal space, and -vice
versaisﬁnd that without giving us occasion to assume that there were two
universal 8pgces.e~ : : : ‘ - ‘ : 4

S ﬁs 'I‘o ch's Pe.rsonanty T I

“Enoch Isoked upon the earfh, and he heard a voice .from- the bowels .
thereof, saylng, Woel woel'woe 1s me, the mother of men! I am. painede.
I em weary because: of the wickedness .of my. children!  (Gen. 7:55)
- Heré the ‘Universal Spiritiwhich pervades .all things, speaks from the
-earth, as-1f of the earthy @nd as 1f 1limited to the -earth. To put it
different1y~ That portion of the Spirit .of :God resident in the earth as~
sumes some-characteristics -of.a .separate jpersonality and speaka as if it
were a separate entity.: It 1s the Spirit within the earth which suffers,
and complains' of ‘the wickedness of men. Yet -no one would.assume from -
this that the Spirit of God resident in the earth was a separate person.
" - This is ‘@ similar condition to the Spirit of :God-eoming into & hu-
mar- sdul- where it' assumes the.characteristics of an individual person,
communing with that soul, revealing truth, speaking as a man. It.rejoices
“wilth the Joyoue aend mourns with the sad, and grieves.in the. transgress-
.ori Yot that" Spirit is one with the Spirit which may be . in other. .goula,
While rejoicing in one;. it mourns in:another,. and _Weeps - -in another. It
~reveals varied emotions of. personality* but not & multiple of personallt-
ies. The personality it reveals 18 God's, the. same persenality the Spirit
; always reveals, and the:samé which Christ revealed. .
"And 1t ¢ame to pads that there wad a voice heard smong all the in-
hebltents: 6f .the sarth upon all the face of .this land; erying, wo, wo
wo unto this people; wo unto the inhabitants of the whole. earth, except
they: shall repent,..."(3 Nephi L:26.) . -
" This is:Christ's utterance to the: Nephites from heaven, in America,:
-@fter his crucifixion in Jerusalem, and before he appeared unto thems: ..
It 1s not.a: physical voice, This:was the Spirltuavahrist-not a aeparate
personality. He was moved by the! actions of .mena:

S e fmm PEBSONALITY o god L

; o NO& 6 Phe’ Ho;z_Spirit o '
"Therafore it 1s gi¥eh to ablde ih you, the’ record of
hea%en, the Comfortor, Lhe peacecable things of  immortal

H eTory . the tTuth of all things, that which guickeneth all
things, which makoth alive &T1. ﬁhingga that " wihhiloh knoweth

call things, and hath all power according to wisdom, marcz;

‘ truth “Jjustice and judgment.“ Geneaisvﬁ’EE

-

The Pergonality of the Spirit

: The. oneness of God, ag’ @1ready considered, renders it obvious that
.1t 1s his personality ﬁzich is manifest in all phases of his Being, and
a8 we have seen that it was manifest in ‘Jesug Christ, so shall we find
1t. menifest. in the Holy Spirit; vhich is but another phasc of the infin-
. 1te Oné. We do not conceive of the Holy Spirit.as belng & person in any
measure separate and distinct from de, but that it 1is God in the vaat~
:negs of hés Being. ) ‘
" The"Holy Spirit does "Bhow the essential elements of per@onality, as
is 1ndicated in the quotation at ths" head of* this article, But they be=
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long to God. It is his personality which it reveals, for it ls meny tim-
es repeated that 1t 1s to "bear record of the Father", The voice of the
Spirit is the voice of God; the mind of the Spirit is the mind of God;
the power of the Spirit is the power of God; all that the Spirit is and
has is God!'s. It 1s God "moving in his majesty and power". (D.C. 85:12)
"Do not I f111 heaven and earth"? : : T
"whither shall I go from thy Spirit? or whither shall T fleé¢' Trom, ,
. - thy presence; If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there;  if I make my
bed in hell, behold, thouiart. there. If: I take the wings of the mornlhg,
, and dwell. in the ubtermost parts of the“gea; ‘Bven there.shall thg hangd
lead mey; and thy right hand. shall hold més"~>{PseIms 139:7-10%  °
és,g;.ﬁa comprehendeth all things that he might Be in-all. things".(D.C.
~NOD L ety 1T , CUER Coang i T e |
"7 "He- comprehendeth all things end all things are before him, eand all
. things are round sbout him; and he'1ls sbove all things, and in all th-
ings, end is threcugh all thihgs, and is round sbout all 'things."(85:10)

- John I end D.C..90:1 reveals Christ.es "the true light that light-
eth every men that cometh into the world", showing that Christ in his
Spirit is in-contdct with evéry men, with his thoughts, his desires, his

motives. "God knoweth your hearts." (Luke, 16:15) - Lo
- - Modern science has brought the atom within the range of huméan know-
ledge in which wiadom and power of the Creator are more clearly revealed
then in all other things, God is.in the atom, Hls powepr is there. "The
_elements sre the.tabernacle of God"i (D.C. 90:5) - Lo,

3 A

.~ . The scripbures are vold of any direct ‘evidence showlhg a separate :

" personality to the apirit, The nearest approach is found in the Book of
Mormon, (which by the way is the atrongest of our three books of seript—

_ure, in support: of the singularity of God), where Nephi speaks of being
"oaught away .in the Spirit :of:. the Lord" into'a mountain; and of the con-
versation had between him and the Spirit. He goes on to‘dayt -

"For I spake unto him as a man speasketh; for I beheld that he was in

- the form ‘of a.man; yet, nevertheless, I knew thdt: it was the Spirit of.

t?e %crd: and-he spake:unto.-me.as a man speaketh’ with another."1 Nephi3:
0. . S BRTRCE S O

- .A.superficlal resding: of:thls seripture might lead to the” eonclusion
that . the Holy: Spirit had: the  form of & mah, and' consequently a distinct
.person’ in the .Godhead. But farther on-in this sccount Nephi Pefers to
the s§1rit, as-"the. angel. of. the Lord." When we consider thls express-
1on,. tengel of- the Lord," ih the.1light of the previous déscription of
the -Spirit being:in the form:of o man, we cah only conclude that the .
word angel 1s here used in the sense of form,-snd that referring to the
Spiri® form of 'Jesus Christ. This: view 18 made certain by Néephi's -sub-
sequent .statementy evidently.referring to this incident, "that he ‘had
seen his Redeemer.' ( ‘2 Nephi 8:3). We have a similar reference to Christ
in the statement thet "the angel of his presence saved them," (D.C. 208:
10){ speaking of the :exodus of - Israel from Egypt. = ,

- "And the engel of God, which went before the camp of Isreel, removed

end went :behindg.theme" (Exodus<3:2:-1lhsl9) S o 7w e St
' JﬁwThégpnegénqa?QﬁvtheuLordtappearad.unté hin~in 4¢flamé~of fire in‘“
the midst of & bush. ..And Moges -hid his face; ‘for he was - afrald to

_lqok upon God.' (See-also:Isaieh 63:9; Acts 7:30). Wi o wino -

T

* Running ‘throughout our three books of scripture sre. to. be found.nym-
erous passages which present God, or the Father, and the Holy Ghost.as
5ona‘an§ the same, Bt lesst ag pertaining tothelr personality. Manonfw
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these passages are not in convenient form for quoting but are neverthe-

less clear and positive. One outstsnding example is relative to Jphe

birth of Christ. Passages defining him as the Son of God are so numerous

and familiar that we need not quote them; yet in a number of others he
‘is sald to hdve been conceivéd by the Holy CGhost. No distinetion is hers

- made between the Father and the Holy Ghost Jesus was born of the Holy
Ghost and was the Son of God.

Another instence is concerning the baptism. of the Holy Spirit whinh
in many instances refers to the recipent aa having been "born of God,'
and in as many others as having been "born of the Spirit." Alma‘s exper-
ience is to the point, "I am born of the Spirit, ...I am “born of God."
(Mos, 11:186,190). To him they were the same. Jesus also says, "They
.shall be born of me." (DoCo 5:3).

Paul writes thet "ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of
God dwelleth in you," showing that in his mind he held no distinction
between God and the Spirit of God. Again he writes, "One God and- Father
of all, who 18 ..in you all." (1 Cor. 3:16; Eph., L:6). It is the Spirit
that dwells in the disciples but that Spirit is God,

Ammon, & mighty man of God, at the time of King Lamoni's conversion.
spoke from the same viewpoint as shown above. We give their conversation
in parts :

"Believest thou that theee is a God?

And he answered, and said unto him, T do not know what that meaneth.

And then Ammon said Believest thou that there is a Great Spirit?

And he said Yea, ,

Ammon said, This is God."-Alma 12'101—-105, '

Aaron, another servant of God, expressed a similar view of Grod,a sayinc .
“He is that Great Spirit."-Alma 13:40-42. To these men God is the Great
Spirit and the Great Spirit is God.
= "If g man love me, he will keep my words; and my Father will: love. him
and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him," (John 14:23)

"Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father; but he. that
acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also." ( 1 John 2:23)

"Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,.
hath not God., He that asbideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son, (2 John 9). - -

» These preceding texts show that it 1s thé Father that dwells in the

disciples. A eareful study of all these texts, together with many other:

will show that no distinction of personality can be ‘made between God and

the Holy Spirit. , :
Christ and Th& Holy Spirlt Are One

The scrlpturea also contain maay teachings which when put together
point to the conclusion that no distinction of gersonality can be made
between Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.

The personallty which we recognize as belonging to Christ 13 not  J- 0
stricted to the form of his B elng. This is shown by the fact that Christ
;dwells in the hearts of his people, not as to form, but. in that myster-
"ious nature which is so 1ittle underatood, and whicsh we call spirit. A
thousand and more persons may'have-that Spirit dwelling so definitely.
within them at the same time, worhlng with them; spéaking with them, and
otherwise manifesting itself as the personal Christ. Yet no one would
say that Christ is constituted of a thousand or more :persons, nor that
his Spirit form-is present in each. (See 1 Peter 1:11) ’

In &1l his teachings the fact of Christ's form, either in Spirit or
in body 1s not emphaslzed, but rather does he emphasize the universal




www.LatterDayTruth.org
31.

and eternal nature. "I am the living bread which came down from heaven,“
refers to that diffused Spirit of which men partake."I am the Spirit of
truth,"is Christ in the universality of his Being, even the Spirit which
he sald "shall be in you." When Jesus said, "If a man.love me, he will
keep my words; .and my Father will ®ove him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him," he was not referring to himself as a bodi-
ly shape but as eternal Spirit, in which reference also he included the
Father, indicating not only hisown oneness with the Spirit but the one= '
ness of all threes (John 6:51; D.C. 90t4; John 14:17-23). .

- That the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, which was promised to the dils-
ciples was none other than,the egssential Christ is further shown by
Jesus's statement after mahing the promise, "I will not leave you com—
fortless; I willl come unto you. ,.At that day ye shall know that I am
in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you." (John 1l:18-20) The Comforter,
which Christ called "I", was to be in them.

Jesus Christ is "The Spirit of truth," which Spirit is diffusive in
the world. He, or it, 1s the ”L;ght which lighteth every man who cometh
into the worid," which 1ight is "the light of truth."

John wrote of him:

"I saw his glory that he was in ‘the beginning before the world wass
therefore, in the beginning the Word wag; for he was the Word, even the.
messenger of Salvation, the light and- the Redeemer of the world, the
Spirit of truth, who came into the world because the world was made by .
him; and in him was the life of -men and the light of men.,"-D.C. 90:le

From before the creation.of the world Christ was "the Spirit of
truth," “even the Spirit of truth which came and dwelt in the flesh, and
dwelt among us." (Ibid) This clearly identifies Christ and the Spirit as
one and the same, Christ had a form before he came into the world,but
he was more than form, for, as Spirit, he was "in all and through all
things, the 1light of truth; which truth shineth. This is the light of
Christ,." And to be still more explicit, "he is in the sun, ..he is in
the moon,“ ete. (D. C. -85 2.atc.) Jesus confirms this point directly. =
-when he said: ", Co

"The Spirit of truth 1s of, God. I am the Spirit of truth.® (D.C.90:Y)
, These words ¢an mean nothing less than that Jesus Christ is primeri-
1y and essentlally Spirit, and that without reference to any form which’
he may have assumed in order to render himself comprehensible to created
man. By his Spirit he works in the souls of men and in all things to
bring to pass his eternal purposes in the end of man.

Nephi says: "It must needs be that the Gentiles be conwinced also,
. that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal God; and that he manifested him-—
self unto all those who believe in him by the power of the Holy Ghost.”
- ( 2 Nephi 11:78) Here Nephi not only affirms that Christ is God, but on-
ly a Iittle less directly that Christ is the Holy Ghost. Christ manifests
himself by or in the Holy Ghost, That which moves in the soul of man &s
~ the Holy Ghost,. or the Holy Spirit to enlighten, and quicken, and stren~
gthen 1s none other than the Christ, the Eternal God, Here there are no’
- two persons, nor three, but one divin& parsonality manifesting 1tself
in different ways. U
. - Not only do we have Jesus testi*y;ng to his being the Spirit, but '
‘the Holy Spirit aslso testifies reversely:

- ."And in that day, the Holy Ghost fell upon Adem,’ which beareth record
of the Father and the Son, saying, I.am the Only Begotten of the Father,
henceforth and forever, that, as thou hast fallen, thou mayest be redeam~
ed." (Gen. lj:9) :

.- . The Holy Ghost 18 the Only. Begotten always, Thare are two ways of re~
.vealnent but only one personality, o P o .
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Paul spesks frequently in a way to show the oneness of Christ and uhe
“Holy Spirite. Ater wriving of the Spirit of God, hé sayss

"Now the Lord i1s.that Spirit."s=i2-Cor. 5:17.

He tells of "Christ speaking in me;": and "Jesus Christ 1s in yeu," He
says that "God hath sent forth the: Spirit. of his Son:into. your hearts."
He pleads for the saints that theyimay "be streéngthened with might by

.his Spirit in theilnner man; that :Christ may.dwdll in your héarts by faith”
According to Pasul all that the salnts: énticipate.of future joy is: ‘depend—
ent upon Christ- being in them, "Christ in you, 'thé hope’o¢f glory." -THe
apostle was by no means using metsphorical language.in these stateménts,
It ls literally:the Christ in his universel Splritial pature.Whé<bécomes
indweXling in his childreni (2 Co. 13:33;Gal.L:bé} “Ephi £ 3:6<17; iCols 1327%

-wdohnts view -expredsed in his . gospel. and ep&stles ggrees With thiss.»
~"And he that keepkth his commandments.dwelleth in him, and he:in himm

!gAndwheneby we knew “thet. he abideuh 1n us, by uhe Splrit whlﬂh he’hatn
given us, "~1 John 5:2). e S b '
~.r The indwelling . is nmutudls:. ch ‘s children dwelluin him, 8n@ hewin ﬁhem@
This. bspossible only by ‘the Spirit of - Christ which may. be both within-
and around all thidgs. When -John ‘said; "He that hath the .Son hath:life/"
he could have referred to nothing else than the indwelling Spirit of
Christ, which Jesus “saild.is."the Spirit that .guickeneth,"” And again, "He
that abideth in the -doctrine’of Christ, he hath:both the Pather and the
Son," which assumes: theunity or oneness of Father; ‘Son dand Holy Spirito

Peter strengthens.this when he- says: that.the-ancient prophets :

", .Inquired .and. searched diligently;- searching whet time, end what
manner of dalvation the Spirit of Christ which was in. them did signify
when -1t testified beforehand: the sufferings of: Ghrist -1 Pater 1:10~11l.
= These. evidenges point td"d unity and onexess in Ghrist ‘and the Holy:
Spirit which the ‘doctrine of' the Trinity makes impossible, These teach-~
ings do not'.show them as dlstinct persons - intimately related, but a sin-

- gle personality revealing itself by different means and methods. There
are"differendes. of administrations, ‘but 2ha same Lord. And there are dim
versities of operations, but it 13 the seamie God.which worketh all in alll
is the way Paul looked at it; end .that 1s the exact principle applying
to the work of" bhe Fathcrg Son and Holy Ghoste (1 Gor. 12: 5.6)

The Father, Son aad Holy Ghosﬁ Are One God

The Bible contains no Specific statement. that the Father, ‘Son and
Holy Ghost- are- one God, unléss we consider 1 John'5:7-8, which is held
to be of doubtful wuhhenticity, but which having ‘been retalned in the
I.V, leaves us to assume it‘has the divine endorsement¢ This passage
does- affirm.that the three- are’one, yetx Surangely ‘perhaps, it has been
uged from,quite e&rly times “in the 1ongmdrawn controversy over the per-.
sonality off God, as’ the’ principal support for’ the doctrine of Trinity.

It :Reads?y - ”For thére are three that bear record in: heaven, the Famha
er, ‘the Word, and the Holy Ghost° and these " three are one,"”

=L " To Inberpret this passage to" mean that there arethree distinct pers»
ons conSDituting God it- 1s" necesaary to assume that the Father, Son,' and
Hol¥y Ghost-#&re: eath ‘a dlstinet: person;’ the very thing which the passage’
deniaaw The names, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, are used -here, as they are
used” throughout- the ‘seriptires, as different appellations of one and the
seme Belng, @s we bave already &bundanﬁly shown.. John in no- way defines
these three ‘a5 persons;” ‘but‘having naméd them says they are one,.

Thet these names F&thar, Son and’ Holy' Ghost; instead of being namea

"of ‘threo™ séperate” Pirsons; -are’ but different names’for one and ‘the. same”

pergon, 1s further established by indubitable ev1denoa,~the atatement of
~Jesus Christ, As’Jesus tanght the Nephita pénple ‘to’ whom he appaared afe
ter his resurrection, he insui+uued theordinanze  of baptism, giving in-
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struction‘to his chosen” disciplea ag’ to mahner of performanca, we quote°

"And he said unto them, On this wise shall ye baptize;..there shall
be no disputations . . .Whosoever . repenteth of his sins,..and desireth to
be baptized in my name, on this wise shall ye baptize them:...and in wy
name shall ye b&ptize',,these are the words that ye shall say, calling
them by neme, saying: H aving authority given me of Jesus Christ, I bape
tize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
 «wosulind affer this manner shall ye baptize in my name, for béhold, verily

I say unto you, that'the Father, end the Son, and ﬁEe Holv Ghost are one'
( 3 Nephi %:23-27)

A ‘eritical examination of this statement will show that the officiat.~
ing minister was to baptize "in my name," that is Christ.!s name; that in
baptizing"he was to do so 1n the name, not names, of the Father, Son, a
and Holy Ghost. And that Jesus then adds: that Yafter this manner shall
Je baptize ln my name," showing that Jesus claimed all these names as ap-
plying to himselfoto theone divine person,- Because of its connection the
last clause of the quotation carries superior wéight beyond any other .
simlitar statement in the Scriptures. It 13 more than an affirmation of
the oneness of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for it also affirms that the
oneness of Belng is revealed in Jesus Christ; and that the terms "F nbher,
Son, and Holy Ghost are but definitive terms belonging to his own persons
whiech is God.

Need we'repeat again other words of the Lord to make still more cleag
what he meant here? These names were not assumed by him loosely but with
strict application, They are all names of the One and Only God, Notice
then the particular claims of Jesus: "I am the Father," "I am Jesus ~ .."
Christ the Son of God;" I sm the Spirit of truth," Théose three are one.i

It 1s the same "I" in all three. There is ‘one personatity. There is one |
Gode  (Ebther 1:108; 3 NepbMi L:lhh; D.C. 90:l) : ’

God is universal, all-pervasive Spirit. His personality 1s co-extens-
ive with his Bedng, and 1s restricted neither to anything like & human
form, nor to any particular mode of operation. What the world long. thoue
ght to be three distinect things-power, light, and heat,-we have come to.
learn are but one thing, viz,, universal energy having different manil~
‘ fest@tions, So while God is men 1fest as PFather, Son, and Holy Ghost, he
~ 1s nevertheless One. His modes of operation are many, "There. are diver—
sities of operations, but it is the ssme God which worketh all in all."

: Different manifestations of God do not desatroy the oneness of God. He
remains one forever. Note other atatements in B,0.M. on this point: ’

* "The only and true doctrine of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost, which 1s’one God without end."-2 ‘Nephi 13:32. ‘

'And shall be brought and be arraigried before the bar of Christ th&
Son, and. God the Father, and the Holy Spirit, which.is one atarnaI.God,

- to .be judged according to their works."-Alma 8:104.

o “For the Father, and I, and the Holy Ghost are one,'- 3 Nephi S: 38

"eeeIt 1Is given unto him to dwell in the presence of Gode...to aing
‘praises ..unto the Father” and unto the Son¢ and unto the Holy Ghost
which are one God,...".-Mormon 3:29. :

The three witnesses, to whom were shown: the urlginal 801& plates upon
which was engravéed the Book of Mormon, by the angel, and who heard the
voice from heaven certifying that it had been translated by the power of
ggd and commending them to bear witnes& of it, convluded their testimony

uslye

"And the honor be to the Father, ‘and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghostg
which 1s one God."-See preface.,

Turning to the Book of Do¢tririe "arid Covenants we find the same state~
ment affirming the oneness of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and so con-
firming the many other evidences previously presented:

e




www.LatterDayTruth.org

34..

"ooeThe Holy Ghost, which beareth record of the Father, and .of the
Son, which Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ‘are one God, 1nf1nit& and eterpal,
_without en@.*’ Tcmc. 1745) .
' A Coneluding Thoughts -

. What do. éli these things mean?. Wherever the voice of inspiration or
of revel&tion Asheard, ;upon the eastern or upon the western.hemiSphera,
-in ancient or in modern times, it always testifies of one divine persen—

_ality, of:one divine: person. pur feebls conceptions have led us astray.

" into beiley 1gg théat there:aré: two or three divine persons, and to har-

- monize that‘belief with all apparent teaching& of one God, we conoei?ea
- the ineffable, 41logical, and impossible dockrine of "three in one',

' PhHere {g 0né God, Infiniteé and eternal, upon which point the scriptn

uraa are definite and- positiVa@ Infinity implies and necessiates $ingul-

arity, To think of two or mére infinities is to think in contradiction

"and in impossibilitie&..To think of Father and Son as eo-oxistent and e-
ternel in theilr separateness is. +to think of something ‘which the very

‘terms-Father end Son-contradict and deny, for’the terms involve generat-
ion or beginning, Nevertheless God; because o6f“his infinity, is able to
express himself in various waysj or.in various forma, ag he might need
a choose accoirding to his purposesi

The -seriptures offer no: suggastion of & tridne God; NGVer is it said
that there mre two personsj of three persons in God, but they do ‘asgert
" there is but one, ahd.in most numerous and varled whys maintain the prin.
"oiple of divine singularity. Even the éarly éhurch fathers; ‘who conceliv-
.6d and established the doc¢trine of the Trinity) did nob claim that this
doctrine was found in the Bible. Froeman Clarke saysi
"~ "But the Fathers do not treat this dottrine merely a8 a revealed myse
tery, still less as somethihg which complicaték tho. Bimple teaching of
monotheism, but as the condigion of" rationaliy holding the Unity of Godd
~Ten Great Religions, Vol 2i page 92.

"It 1s worthy of baerVation that odr strongest avidenOea pointing to
the singularity of God sfe to beé found, ih latter day revelatioh, vize,
the Book of Mormon; shd Doctiiné and Covenants, as if the; Lord, in g1v~
ing this leter revelation; pufpbsely ehmphasized thig truth in ordér to.-
correct our erioheous - conception which Hesa dome dowh to us“from the dark
ages. As previously stated, this book wes given to support ahd build up:
the teamchings of the Bible that the errors which cause cahtentioﬁs might
be removed, The I,V. also adds ¢onfirmetory evidences, '

- The Lord gave commandment and ‘gave power by bhe Spirit of revelation,
for a revision -of the Bible to be-made. It -was done by the Spirit of God.
It 18 most striking that changes made in the 'text; and additions also,
heve presented, snd have tended to clarify: the teaching concerning God, .
Christ, and the Holy Spirit. These texts are to be found in the forego- "
ing articles. The changes in the I.V. point altogether away from the com-
monly accepted ides of the Trinity, and toward the singulerity of ,Gods~ +

Christ, as the embodiment of the divine perasonality, and of the divine
neture, is the way, snd the form, .In which God's purpose is revealed .to,
end wrought out in behalf of, the human race. He is the Mediator beﬁwean
God and men, being the only ehannel of divine revealment, and the only
spprosch for msn to God. "I am the way, the truth and the life; no man’
ccometh unto .the Pather, but by me,“~John s 16, He 1s the "Word". '

.(The word. “monotheism" has beon. avolded somewhat in this &rticle, a8 ';
also the word "unity" becguse ofu:their associations with Arianism .
“Whieh rejects the Eeity of Christ )
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