
The Messenger 
Of the Reorganized Chnrch of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 

The Truth shull lIIalu~ yon Fl'CC.-JzS.U8. 

VOL. 2. SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, NOVEMBER, 1876. No. 1. 

llistory of 11111 Reo)'gnnizatioJl of tlm 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

))ay Snlnts; 
Bdull a 1Jj'i(f statement of lite prfncl'1ml fac~j cormec~ed 

1vith it~ rise ami eurly pJ'O{lressl to(Jeilier1oltf. lite prUl~ 
dl)les fUlfIf'I'lying it, fit' wldel, dull"!Jltislits it f"(J1Jl 
til e t'J:ll'iuu s filet iou s whiclt hCH'e II ",'stn u Utcma tile Lat .. 
ler Vet!! &tiu/~·. 

CnAl'TEll I. 

Having already shown, in the Hislory of 
the Apostasy, that the church eSlablished 
on A pI·n 6th, A. D. 1830, was "r~jected," 
dissolved or disorganized, iu Becordance 
with the threateuing, and that the body, or 
larger portiou of its members were soal(er
ed abroad; some entering into one faelion, 
and Bome anolher; while perhaps the great
er nnm bel' stood aloof from all; it now re
mains to show hOIlJ, when, where, and by 
what meallS and aUlhority it has been reor· 
ganized and j'ciustaled in the Bight of 
heaven, in its original form and power. 

The original organization ,began on the 
Glh dllY of April, 1830, was 'he work of 
years, hy eommnndmenl, aHer Il. pattern. 
The ReorganiZfltion must' needs be by a 
commnndmeut nlso, ·and by the same pat
tern. It may be safel¥ assumed Ihat no im
portaut religYous movement occurs without 
nn inspiralion Ihat consliLules its life and 
power; and this is true of the renewal of 
the work and the bringing forth of the Re
{)rganization. 

In the general disorder and darkness that 
prevniled from the death of Joseph Smith, 
here and there nppeared a gleam of light 
and hope,-a manifestation of the Spirit 
that all wns noll08l" hut thnt "trulh should 
yet prnnil." Many rau "to aud fro" in 
tho chlll'acior of prophets, leaders and 
shepherds; and knowledge oerlainly in
crea~ed f bul too often at grellt expense to 
t he len rncl', without a corresponding henefit. 
J\mong these appeared William S/llith; who, 
in the spring of ]850, called a Conference, 
at Covington, Kentucky; from whioh time 
he visiled mallY of tbe branohes lind Bcat· 
tered /:l'lials, teaching" lineal priesthood" 
as applying 10 the PresiJency orthe Church; 
lind tbus Jisp()siug of all pretenders already 
IIri,en, 01' 10 rise OUI of the posterity of the 
origiuull'resident of the Church, This prin.· 
ciple, though prelly clearly shown in the 
books, hrod been almost entirely overlooked, 
or forgoHcn by Ihe S"iuts; but when lheir 
attcution wnstbus called to it, mnny at onoe 
received it !lathe solution of the question of 
"Presidency." Wnl. Smith taugbt ~IBo, in 
connection with this, that it was his }'ight, 
as the only surviving brolher of the former 
l'resl<lcnt, and uncle (and natnral guardiau). 
of Ihe sced of Joseph, to sland; during the 
interim, as President, pro tel}l. Aud in thia 
I.hCl'B scorned II general acquiescence on the 
parI of lhn Saiuts,among whom he labored; 
~nd he was so acknowledged, ~nd }lcglln to 

organize, choosing Lyma.n Wight nnd Aaron 
Hook as Counselors, pro {em. to lhe Presi
deni, pro lem., and J oscph Wood as Counselor 
and spokesman. !.\laDy branohes, and near· 
ly allths Saints in NortherD Illinois and 
Sonthern Wisoonsin we;e identified with 
thia movement, aud among them was enjoy
ed a lnrge measure of the spiritual gifts. 

During the spring and· summer of 181H, 
Palestine, in Lee County, Illinois, had been 
designated a8 a stake, and beconle the resi
dence of Wm. Smith, Wood, Hook anu oth· 
ers; and Ihe two former had visited most of 
the branohes in Wiscon8in, among which 
was the onB at Beloit, Rock County, Wis
consin. This branch WIIS originally raised 
up by the labors and ministry of Jason W. 
Briggs, in 1848, wlln was their presiding 
Elder at the time of this movement, In all 
their publio disaoursea, and most of their 
private instruotions, they had uniformly 
oondemnod all the excesses known to exist 
among the different factions, and especially 
polygamy, with all its train of pre·requi
sites Rnd oonsequences. But in the course 
of tbeir visit it transpired, that tbey not 

,QAAY.l>II!ieY\ld in !~~PFil?'Il?!e of ..... plllFlllity 
fif wives, but were 'really in the practioe of 
It stealthily, an:d undH" the strongest vows 
of secreoy. ThIs' oreated in some minds a 
terriblecontliot between faith lind infidelity. 
The case was this, here were these men 
ministering in the name of the Lord; bap
tism and the laying cn of hands; and the 
gifts of the Spirit in prophecy, tongues, in. 
terpretation, healings, '&0., followed aocoru
ing to tho promise; and now it lurned out 
that thcy had been, and still were, double 
tongued, and practicing what the books de
clare "an abominlltion." The proof thaL 
8uoh was the oharacter of lhe men at the 
lime, was full and positive i 'and at lit 

conference held at Palestine, in OOlober 61h 
of that year, (18[,1), they threw off the 

, mask, in a counoil ofl.lled to Priests' Lodge, 
and confessed to Ihe belief And prao
tice of polygnmy in the name of the Lo~d. 
Among those who Ilttended lhat oonferenoe 
were James D1akeslec, Alva Smith, Edwin 
Cadwell, C. F, Stiles and E. R. Briggs, of 
Illinois; and Ira J. Plllten, David Powell, 
lIenry Lowe, John Hnrrington, John O'Neil 
and J. W. Driggs of Wisconsin. 'I'he Latter 
named, upon returning to his home, per
plexed with this intermingling of truth and 
falsehood; of right and wrong; ligbt and 
darkness, sought unto Gnd fp~ its solution, 
in fervent and continued prayer. And-

"While pondering in my heart the silua
tion of Ihe Churob, on the 18th day of No
vember, 1851, on the prairie, about three 
miles northwest of Beloit, Wisconsin, tbe 
Spirit of the Lord cnme upon me, and the 
visions of truth opened to my mind, and the 
Spirit of the Lord said, unto me; 'Yerily, 
verily, saith the Lord, even,Jesus ChriHt, 

nnto his Henanl, Jason W. Driggs, oonoel·n· 
ing the ohurch :-llehold, I have not oast oil' 
my people; neither have I changed in re" 
gard to Zion, Yea, verily, my people shall 
be redeemed, anti nly law shall be kept 
which I' revealed unto my servant Joseph 
Smitb, Jr., for I am God and not mlln, and 
who is he tliat shall turn me from my pur
pose, or destroy whom I would preserve? 
Wolves have enterpd into the flock, end who 
shall deliver them t Where is he tbat giv
elh hiB life for the tlock? Debold, I will 
judge those who call themselves shepherds, 
and have preyeunpon Iho flock of my pas· 
tures. And because you have Il8ked me in 
faith ooncerning William Smith, Ihis is the 
nnswer of the Lord thy Ood concerning him, 
I, the Loru, have permitted him to repre
sent the righlful heir to the' presiuoncy of 
the high priesthood of my Church by reason 
of tbe faith and proyers of his falller, and 
his brothers, Joseph and Hyrum Smith, 
whioh oome np before me in his behalf; and 
to respect. the law <If lineage, by which the 
holy priesthood is transmitted, in all gener
ations, when orglluizod into quorums, And 
the keys which were taught him by my ser
vant Joseph were of me, that I nlight provo 
him tberewith. And for Ihis reasnn have 
I ponred out my Spirit through his minis-, 
tralions, 1lO0orJiug to tho integrity of those 
who received them. . 

"'lint as Esau despised his birthright, so 
has William Smith despised my lillY, and 
forf~ited thllt which pertained to him as au 
A postle and High Priest in my Churcb. And 
his spokesman, Joseph Wood, shall fall willi 
him, for they aro J:ejecled of me. ' They 
shall be degraded in tbeir lives, and shall 
die without regard j for they have wholly 
forsaken my law, lind given themsalvea to 
all manner of uncleanness, and prostituted 
my law and thn keys of power enlrusted to 
them, to the lusts of the flesh, and have run 
greedily in Ibe way of adullel'Y. Therefol'e, 
let the Elders whom I have ordained by the 
bnnd of my servant J osepb, or by tbe hand 
of those ordained by him, resist not tph 
aul.horily, nor faint in the disoharge of 
duty, whioh is to preach my gospel liS re
vcaled in the reoord of the J ows, aud tho 
nook of Mermon, and the Book of Dootrine 
and Covenants; and cry repentance and re
mission of sins through obedienoe to the' 
gospel, and I will sustain them, lind give 
them my Spirit; and in mine own due time 
will Ioall upon the sced of Joseph Smith, 
and will bring one forth, lind he ahllll.he 
mighty and aLI'ong, and he shall preside 
over the high priesthood of iny Church; ond 
then shall the quorums assemble, and the 
pure in heart shall gather, alld Zion 'shall 
lie re-inhabited, as I said unto -,ily servant 
Joseph Smith;-after mllny days sbnll 1111 
these things be acoomplished, saHh th& 
Spirit. Dehold, tbat which ye received 88 
my celeslialla,w is not of me, but is lhe doc
trine of Bfl.alam, An:!' I comllland you to 
denounoe it and proclaim aga.inst it;· and I 
will give you power, that none shall be able 
to withstand your words, if you rely upon 
me; for my Spirit aha.ll attend you,-Anll 
Ihe Spirit said unto me, Write, \Wile, write; 
-write the revelation and send it unto the 
Saints 'at Palestine, and at Y oree" and lit 
Waukeshll., and to all plaoes where tbis doc
trine is taught as my law i-and whomso
-ever will humble themselves before.me, and 
ask of me, ahall r~ceive of my Spirit a tes
timony that these words are of me.' Even 
so, Amen.'" '. ' 
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2 THE MESSENGER. 

JASON W. BRmO!! EDITOR. 

Salt Lake C1lJ, November, 1875. 

FREE BPEECH IN UTAH. 

HAR1U8VILLE, Weber Co., Utah, 
Septembcr 3d, 1876. 

To llr. John Tllylor, Senior; Sir:-In 
justice to the consulted feelings of our citi
zens, I am under the pllinful necessity of 
withdrawing my consent to our 8chool 
houses being used for such meetings as 
you proposed to me last evening. . 

Yours respectfully, 
PETER LATER, Tru.tee. 

The meetings referred to above were in .• 
tended to be for preaching by Br. Wm. H. 
Kelley and ourself, the original doctrines 
of the Latter Day Saints. The trustee had 
consented; but there is a higher power in 
a Bchool district in Utah. "Our citizens," 
who compelled this trustee to retract, were 
representatives of the Utah religion, and 
wherever It prevails, the Uberty of speech 
is abridged. We sympathize with this 
trustee in being under "the painful neces. 
sity" of keeping his nose on that grind. 
stone. 

IN the face of the fact tbat Brigham Young 
hAS kept Ex-Judge Sutherland and Ex·Dis. 
trlct Attorney George C. Bates his standing 
attorneys for years i and the further fact, 
that be paid three thousand dollars Il.ttor
ney's fees to enable one of his ex.celestin1 
wives to prosecute suit against him, the 
following looks bad-for an oracle, and 
for his veracity under .oath: "I then 3Ulore 
that I would never fee. a lawyer agalU."
Brigham Young, on September 6th, 1850, 
.1filiennialStff!', vol. 13, page 18. 

While Inylng the water pipes in front of 
the residence of Brigham Young recently, 
the skeleton of a man-a white mnn, was 
(lug up. A simiJnr diseo,ery was made 
last winter, in digging a cellar in this city. 
What can have been the necessity of these 
secret burialS; without coffins, and in such 
places? The old residents ought to explain. 
And then what becomes of the proverb, 
"Delld men tell no tales?" 

We send this lIIESSENOER to aU whose 
names are on our list, and have not notified 
\19 to stop; only two or three have done 
this; taking it for gmnted that all the rest 
want it, and will renew at their earliest con.
vanienee; otherwise, or in other words, if 
any such do not want it we expect tbey will 
notify U9. Anyone who thinks It is dissemi. 
nating useful information and should be 
continued, is requested to !l.Ssist in extend. 
ing its circulation. 

Bro. Thoa. Taylor, 283 Bell Barn Road, 
Birmingham, is agent fOf the IIIEsSENGER 
In England. 

AT the funeral of Geo. A. Smith: 
"0. Hyde WIIS the principal omtor of the 

day, Rnd took occasion to 81\y that George 
A. Smith was a good man, Bnd one of the 
• main props and pillars of Ihe Church;' 
that he had 'now pasBcd out of lhe reach 
(If his enemies, where they could not indict 
him, but he may indict them.' J \1st aUhis 

juncture, B. Y. pulled his coat mil and he 
instantly changed the subject. When done, 
B. Y. arose and said in reply, that Geo. A. 
was a good Counsellor, but that' he was no 
prop or pillar in the Church.''' 

Since "the responsibility of the kingdom 
was rolled upon the Twelve" by Joseph, 
aIld then rolled upon Brigham by them, 
such II. eulogy-and upon a mere tool, de. 
served the rebuke which egotism prompted 
and the "President" administered. 

ERRATUM.-On third page of last issue, 
second column, twentieth line from top, for 
"invitation" read initiation. 

II - .. 

jEXTRACTS FROllI LETTERS. 

l'TnE lJeserel Eflening NelD8, of June the 
26th, 1876, contains a discourse delivered 
by 1I1r. Orson Pratt, Salt Lake City, April 
11th, 1875. Having read it, it gives me in. 
cre!l.Scd occasion to declare the loving kind. 
ness of God, in snatching me with an out
stretched arm of power, from the abomin. 
ations, slime, guile, and hypocri~y, set forth 
by men, professing to be servants of the 
Son of God. He freely handles the Book 
of lI[ormon, and some of the prophets in 
the Bible. In doing so, It Is like a man 
deliberately throwing himself into a fiery 
furnace. Their is no mlln of this genera,. 
tion that is born of God, and recel,ed the 
spirit of adoption intO God's family, can 
for·a moment doubt of the mornl insanity. 
of Mr. Pratt. Truly he is drunk, tbough It 
mnr not be with wine or strong drink i yet 
he lS drunk, yea, dead d!'unk, with the com. 
mandments and precepts of Brigham 
Younli\" I have heard the Salt Lnko mis. 
sionanes declare in the old country, thnt 
the burden of their labor WllS, in getting 
people bnptized into the Boolt of Mormon, 
and when gathered, the trouble was, to get 
them baptized out of that Book again. 

"Your brother, ANGUS IIlcMILLAN.'\ 

ST GEORGE Utnll 
Feb 24th 1875 

Mr J Gson TIT Brig.qa 
Sir I take the Liberty to pen a few 

lines to you not with tears or exeeslff joy, 
as a Swedish Lady Sed on reselven yoU!' 
paper the }[essenger, and calls it n wei. 
come IIIessenger I am of a different mind. 

I would rather have the IIIeothist paper 
it advocates it one doctrine and princeblcs 
but tho ll[escnger does nothing but Back 
Bitting fn.ult finding sln.ndering some Body 
elee Insted of minding Its one Buisncss, 
but then perhaps that is Its Buisness and it 
aint to blame fore that I naehrely despise 
to read a paper that is trying to spread its 
one doctrln by Siandring other Sccts I 
have read a Number of diferent Books and 
papers of the same kind liS the l\Iessenger 
is they are nllways coating some thing that 

• was preached by the Heads of the churcb, 
and lhavegon to tbeTruble to look up thocs 
Sermons and nover one time was it coated 
as it was in the Bermon word for word 
Bome thing leff. out or somthlng put in that 
it was not as sed on the stand nnd for my 
pll.rt I have found it to be an untruth full 
paper and therefore do not wish to spend 
eny time over it My Husband wishes me 
to Bny to please and not send it eny more 
and to send it to some one that aprieatcs 
its worth more then we do. as we 811pose 
Borne one hss paid for it but we do not 
know who the person Is hoping Mr 
Briggs you will excuse us for speaking in 
this plain and strait-forward mnner and 
hopin~ you will not take this liS an insult 
as thmf Is none ment to you. I wllI sub. 
cribe our names Henry and Mary l\Iauds. 
ley. 

In reply to Br. lind Sr. lllnudsley, we 
will. IIgree in case they will point out in 

" 

the columns of TUE-lIIEssENOEU a single 
false or garbled quotation from the books, 
or from the sermons of "the heads of the 
Church" (beast) by us, we will retract, ask 
pardon, and send them TilE IIIESSENOER 
six monthsfree. And·as a further answer, 
we offer the following post.'lcript to a letter,. 
dated Beaver City, Utab, March 23d, l8iS: 

"I received a letter from lIIinel'sville this 
morning. I sent TilE MESSENGER to It 
brother and sister. The.y say, 'You don't 
know how glad we were to get that little 
1IIEssENoER. It seems likc one speaking 
from above; it speaks by inspiratIOn, and 
brings light and joy to the souls of those 
who read it.' They say if they could benf 
one Josephite sermon, it would do them 
more good than any other thing they could 
find on thie earth. There are others re· 
joicing In the little lIIESSENOER in this 
place. 

"I was told by a brother who takes the 
1Il.ESSENOER, it did him goo(l to get it. His 
wife is a nrighamite, and his mother also. 
They would take the pnpcr,tho Dible, Book 
of Mormon, and Covenants, nnd look for 
reference. They find them nil right, which 
pleAses him. They can not dodge it, fo!' 
its nIl truth. No more at prescnt, I remain 
yours, • A. BENNETT." . - ... 

Peculiar Di"clplillc. 
It hasslways been claimed by the Romish 

Church, that the keys of St. Peler, possessed 
by the Pope, give the right of laying pen
ance upon delinqnents; and this penance 
extends all the way, from the repealing an 
extra number of prayers, to Ilagelll!.tion, in
oarceration, starving,' mll.iming, flicking, 
burning. purgatory, and finlll and endlees 
damne.tlon. And with lhe exception of the 
last two strokes; It has given practical 9'1'

idence of, if nol its righI, III leaet ita power 
to Inflict. If II Devil should let lip, and per. 
Bonally superintend an institution after his 
own pleRBure, he eould not possibly Il.Ct 
more like himself than thla dlsciplinarYllr
rangement of the Popieh Chureh. How just 
is the prophetiosymbol, anEAn with dhers 
head!, to represent it; for It is a monster in 
every aspect in which it is viewed. If it hilS 
a Boul, it is the soul or' a fiend; and ita 
)lower, the endowment of B dragon. And 
when we liTe told that all nations and people 
and their klnge are to be 'umdled by this 
dragon-endowed· beast, It is quile enough to 
make one's ears to lingle. Dut when w~lIrn 
that If another beast," double-headed, is 10 

arise, lind exercise all the authority, or the 
8ame disoipline 8S tbe first; it ie suffioient 
to make the blood curdle ;-lwo Buch beast
ly powers to prey upon mankind at the same 

_lime! .. Angels and ministers of grace de
fend us!" 

The first of these beasts hs oocopied the 
world long, crushing whatever sleod in its 
way, until individuals, oommunities and na
tions han arisen and combined to resist 
her ;-for it ie a feminine bead j-and han 
Bucceeded in breaking Beulal of her hOlns 
of power, with whieh she WIIS wont to gore 
humaoity, until sbe became drunbn with 
the blood of slIints and bonest men. And 
when in the middle of tbe nineteenth centu
ry, the last and most fatalatroli:e waR «i"en 
her, by taknig from her the sword, or 
temporo.l power, lind the thinking part of 
mankind were congratulating each other 
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THE MESSENGER. 

upon the event; behold, another beast ap
peared issuing frou{ the "mist of darkness," 
and crawled immediately out of sight, 10 a 
"land not inhabited," to a Balt land; in 
order to grow. Thus unperceived thie beast 
obtained, what the other had just lo&t,
temporal power. The Pope as Prince of ' 
Italy was dethroned and Drigham Young 
beoame Governor of Utah, and began to ex
ercise, in kind, all tbe authority of the 
former, and enforae the s&me disoiplino. 
Whoever the Pope wished to punish, to hum
ble, or to deatroy, he denounced a8 hereUcs; 
and all his supple, cringing tools were ready 
at the "crooking of bis finger" to do his bid
ding. Drigham Y Gung only had to name 
those whom he wished to punish, or rob, or 
murder, "apostates, II and his tools were 
equally ready at the crook IIf his "litile 
finger," to do his bidding. 

During the prevalenoe of the eoolesiasti
oal reign of terror, known o.s "the dark 
agep," this first hellst "sal as a queen" in 
all her glory, and administered her pecu
liar discipline upon the innocent Waldens6s, 
Piedmontes6, Bussiles, and other hereUos, 
without let or hindrance, because of a mis
informed publio sentiment, just as apostates 
have been treated in Utah; whether a8 in· 
'Uividuals, families, or as in the ease of the 
Weber Valley massacre, in 1862, and the 
breaking up of a whole selllement through 
this Bame misinformed publio notappreci
aUng the character of the ghosUy power 
Ihere prevailing. They are both religious 
beasls, and claim full immunity in this 
oountry under the oonstitution; it is a part 
of their religion. It these prinoely hypo
crites eYer get in sight of the wortby fram
ers of that instrument In another world, 
one glanco alone will settle the oonslitution
al question, and annihilate all hope of fnrth
er progress of ohicanery in that direotion. 

The likeness to eaoh other is liS perfeot 
a8 face answers to face in the water or in the 
glass. . 

During the ecolesiastioal reign of terror 
known in Utah liS "the Reformation," and 
in the year 1857,the fanatioal J. !II. Grant, 
as Inquisitor General, seL on fOOL through
out the territory suoh sohemes of wioked
ness liS ohilled the blood of honest men and 
wom.en of his own faith. It was.in that 
year thaL lhe Mountain Meadow Massaore 
ocourred; the plunder and murder of Yates, 
uJlder Drigham Young's special orders. 
Dut pusing from these which are 110 well 
known, we oall aUention to a new phase of 
treatment for heretics. On the 31st day of 
Maroh of that blood, year, (1867), In the 
Sugar House Ward, of Salt Lake Oity, after 
the closing of the da)', and when darkness 
had set in, there assembled the quorum of 
Teaohers for that lI'a1'd, twenty-four in 
number; wHh tbeir president, one Jepson, 
and W m. Stoker at their head,. ready tor 
duty, (see Teacher's dut" Dootrine and 
Covenants, SilO. 2, par. 11), "To watoh over 
the Ohuroh" and "strengthen them" and 
"see that there ia no iniquHy in the ohuroh, 
neither hardness with each other." This 
phalanx oC m.en repaired to the house of 
one CorneliUIl Greon, whos.~ lI'ile, named 
Ann GreeD, had retuBed to oomply with the 

formula of the bloody Grant ooncerning 
confesslone and humiliation to the "priest. 
hood;" they oompelled the miserable hUB
band to strip and hold hiB wife, while the 
TWENTY·FOIIR TtacntT3 prooeeded to whip 
her, one atter. anotber; uDtil her fleah 
bruised and bleeding forbade further beat
ing; 80 the door was opened, and she 
driven out of the houae, and out of the ward 
and left in the darkness, tbe man ordered Lo 
remain. And on the next morning theee 
visiting Teaohers prooeeded to otber houae8 
wbere apostates had been soented, and their 
houses were torn down before their eyeB, 
and some ,burned. Among these victims 
was the family oC Joseph Clark; whose 
bouae was torn down, ballauso he did not 
believe Brigham Young was a propbet of 
God, and that salvation depended on whiph 
way he orooked his finger. Br. and Sr. 
Clark had oome from Camhridge, England, 
and with their own means traversed tbe 
plains j suffered with the rest; and tbough 
she remained faitbful, yet the very men 
with whom ahe had sang and prayed, and 
ate and dranl< at wbat they mutually called 
the Lord's table, and had borne her "tesli· 
mony," now destroyed her home, lind left 
her with several small children on the 
naked "benoh," beneath a scorching sun, 
to do their duty elsewhere. We would gin 
the name of every member of this illustrious 
quorum, it we had them; but their presi
dent's name we rescue from obliylon, and 
if he objects, we remark that those who we 
are told shall cry for "rooks and mountains 
to Aide them," were not gratified either. 

Bow practioes 80 opposite to the leiter 
and spirit of the gospel and the oommon In. 
stincts of right, obtain under the profession 
of religion, Is the enigma of fanatioism. 

Pre-Exbltcncc nlltl Trnnslul. 
/il'I'nlion. 

It is nol the "grandeur," or the sublim· 
ity of this theory that we are oonsidering; 
but its truthfulness,-its probllbilHies. :Mr. 
PraU quotes Beb. 12-9: "We hue had 
fathers of our flesh, whioh oorreoted us 
and we gllve them reverenoe. Shall we 
not muoh rather be in subjection to tho 
Father of our Spirits, and Jive." And then 
SIlYS, "Earthly lathers haTe no power to 
beget spirits j they beget only the bodies 
of flesh, or the tllbernaoles; while our 
Heavenly Father begets the ·spirits, or the 
liling beings whiob oome from Him to in· 
habit . the tabernaole. The Father of 
Spirits having filled one of the celestial 
kingdoms with his own Bons and dauglers
the trulL of his own loins." As "grand" as 
this appears, we propose to enlarge the 
iata 01 this fatherhood of spirits. We' 
learn that there is "the spiril of the beast 
tha.t goeth downward, as well as the spirit 
of man that goeth upward." 

And in Numbers 16: 22, and 27: 10, we 
lellrn that God is "the God [and Father] of 
the spirits of aU flesh." So that the Father 
of ollr ,pi,.it, is also tho lather of the spirits 
of the beasts-of aU flesh. And the apiriL 
beali,-tiger, owl, Ash t.nddog are then 
aJllong thOle "80ne and daughters" ot Ood. 
Thus the grandeur of the echeme ends in 

" 3 

the degradation of God, and its sublimity 
assnmes tbe ridiculous. Nor can the theory 
esoape this re8ull, vrben we attend 10 IhE

express slatoment, tbat our,. animal, iu
seot fish, and fowl, is anwng the spir
itual or6llLion as well as ~a.n; lind i r \hill' 
orealion of spirits is begeW"iJ frol1l "hi~ 'lIS' 

loinf," surely man, if he bave pre-cllisl-
enoe, has "no pre-eminence abOY6 tho· 
bellst" in his a.ncutry. Nor does the ee
quenee end here; but difficulties acculllu-, 

. late at every step. Not only tile beaal, in.
sect and reptile aro among tbe "sons ando" 
daughters" of God; but "every herb, tree· 
and plant" was also "spiritually" crealed' 
"before it grew," as well as man and beast. 
and must also be IImong those "sons aul! 
daughters" "from his own loins." And If 
"!pirlt man" emigrated 10 ellrth to tulr.e .. 
tabernllcle, the spirit tree, herh and plar.L 
did tbe same; and if one among theso hold 
their relationship as a son or daur.bter tlr 
tabernllcled, BO must llle rest. And bellce, 
the beast and insect, treos and herbs, aJld 
mau, lire equally, eons lind daughters of 
God. And the beast who pulls al the plo .... , 
besm, Qnd the man who pushes at Ihe 
hllndles, together with tbe crop produoeli· 
by their joint agency, are all of one fnmily_ 
And when we reflect that a part ef this 
family WQS desigueJ for, and haye bull. 
"meat" for tho rest, the "grandeur" of IhlO 
hypothesis pales al the horrible fact tbai 
we IIro a family of uublushing ollnniOOls! 
But one olller idea is wllnting to complell: 
the circle of consequenoes; namely. thai. 
God is nllture, anJ nature is God; but Ihis. 
Is-not christianity. . . 

Dutil isfurthollllleged thntJob 38: 4-7 .. 
teaohes pre· existence : " 

"Where wast thou when· I l!lid tbe
foundations of tho eartb; when the morn
ing stars Bang together, Bnd II.lIlbe Bens cf 
God shouted for joy 1" 

This question purports to oome froln God 
out of the whirlwind. If we ~8sume from. 
thia question that .rob was present a~ the· 
event referred to, we may liS justly inCII"" 
from these following questions put te Job. 
at the same time, yiz: "Hast thon eom
manded the morning since thy da,s !' •. 
"Gayest thou the goodly wings unto Ihe 
peacock ?" "HlIst thon given the horse hi •. 
strength T" That he was general snperi..
tendent of nature; tbat he oreated the pea
oooks, and endowed the horse with strength. 
Dut tbe IIsking of Job .wbether he knew, or 
did severallmp08siQle things; so far hom, 
oonveying the idea of his great antiquil)'. 
and oonsequent importanoe, seem only a. 
natural, though striking oontrast bet:weell 
tbe infinite God and the finite man. A Jld ill 
the twenly-first verse, the question, "Know
est thJu it, beolluae thou wast then born !" 
ahows that tbe questioner understood Ulat< 
his only chance of knowing those thin,.a; 
was to have been thon born; and 80 .maIl
ing the "numher of thy [his] days 'rca •. "· 
And further, it shows that his day, begiD al· 
hia birtb, and not before. Dut the'laUD' 
part of the firatquotlltion, "When lhe stu •. 
lang together, and all the Bons of 60d ahO'llt~ 
ed for joy fl) This is a part of Ihe quell
Hon; did Job know anything of snch III co»-
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4 THE MESSENGER 

cert? To all of whioh Job answers, "1 ut
tered tbnt I understood not; thing~ too 
wonderful for me, 1 know lIol."-oh. 42: 8. 

Tho. idel\ of pro-existenoe is intimalely 
oonnecled with spiriluBI wivee, (lha inlro
duotion 10 plurlll wive"), nnd lho. pluralily 
of Oods. And lho provorh, "Tell me whllt 
company YOIl k~ep, lind I will tell whAt 
you nre," IIpplieg 10 lhis lenel. lis com· 
pnny i.s plurnlity of wives nnd plurality of 
Gods; and we here solioit of any believer 
in pre-exiRlenoe of man, BS defined in the· 
beginning of this article, 1.0 point us to I\ny 
authority, omlor wrillen, leaching it, lhllt 
does nol nseoeiate lhese other two doolrines 
with il. Il WIlS fil'st lllught among Laller 
DIlY Sninlslo smooth Ihe way for polygllmy, 
nnd for becoming gods. Like begels like; 
love of undue p/ea",re begeta love of undue 
pOlL"t1'; tba whole resting upon assumption; 
and crops out aa follows: "Do you 
know who weare? No you do not." We 
lived with gOlds nnd godesAes bofore we 
were born-we were nohle beings; snt in 
tho gmnd council of lhe gods, clolhed with 
dignity nuel power, and priesthood mng~ 
nifying, whioh, in our "first eslale," enUlles 
us 10 rulo in lhis-we wore "born 10 rule," 
&0. Thus "vnulling ambition" is subserved 
1>y bnld n~sumplion. We do not propose 10 

accept prelenses of any kind, but as oooa
sion permita, will examine them all. 

II is oft on nlleged that suoh and suoh 
things wero lnught by so and so in the old 
ohurch, (menning l.ho first orgnniznlion), 
and to tlilrer from lhem is deemed "a depar
lure from the faith." 

It would be well for such to reflect, that 
"the old churoh" in which so nnd so tnught 
such nnd suoh things, wns "rrjeoted" of 
Ood; nnd to follow in the footsteps of B 

predeoessor, implies Iiko resulls or conso
'1uences. It wns not lho leaching of lhat 
oontnined in lho'books lhnt. cnused lhe npos
tnsy nnd rejection, but something elso, vi?; 
"lhe doclrines of men"-their assumpl.ions 
-nnd the "docl rines of do vila. " An(1 it is 
for tbe lIeorgnni1.ntion to discriminnte be
t.wen t/"," nnd "the simplicit.y of the gos
pel," wbich ,done is "the power of God un-
to Bahn.lioll," 

C?niiulud. 

---~~~.--------
The lleah l'Ji~.ioll-lIs (~I'mtt 

\\'a II t. 
.\11 who know nnything of Ulnh nnrI its 

instituliom. know how difficult it islo reach 
lhnt clnss for wbom every missionary elrod 
is proseculed-nnmely, lho honest. The 
ruling parly, who conlrollhe business, con
lrol nenrly all lhe public hall. and build· 
inp:s of every sort suit"ble for public wor
~bip. or of IIssemblies of nny kind; and 
lheEe nre nlwnys shut Rgnillst all who do-. 
nounco sin, or seek an open investigation of 
religious I rulh or religious tenels. The 
Ilrighnmite in t:lnh, in singular contradio· 
tion to himself when abrolLd, who lhen ILsks 
for, an(1 receives freo access in most places, 
10 public houses 10 prenoh in, and oharac
lerizes those who deny bim as bigots and 
nnrrow minded seclarians, &0., here does 
by rule, jusl whaLhe oomplnins of in olhers. 

In lheir eyes every body who will not how 

down to Lbe dagon of polygamy nnd upbold 
the personification of sin, is an nposlale or a 
seotarian, and every d"9r is olosed nglLinst 
him. When in 1863, E. C. Briggs Mked 
Brigham Young for a publio hlLllto preach 
the gospel.in to Ihe peop~e who chose to 
hear, his nnswer was, "Not n house Ihnt I 
control in Ibe Territory sball be opened." 
Agnin, referring to what he oalls aposlale~, 
in a discourse in 1863, he said, "Bisbops, 
do not allow tbem 10 preaoh in your wr.rd." 
The Bishops of Ulah, like Ihe Bishops of 
Rome. nre the creatures of the "presidenl.," 
nnd Ulnh is, in all its seLllemenls divided 
inlo wnrds, nnd one of lhe orenlures, 
charged as nhove, set over it. 'The oppor
lunities for prCl\ohlng the gospel, in house.s 
coni rolled 1>y Ibem, is simply out of the 
'1uestion. It was in Ibis same dlsoourRe, 
Journal of Discour&es, v. I, p; 83, thlLt occur
red the phrnse, which became a proverb in 
Utah, "To hell aoroAs lQls." . 

Under these oircumslRnces, the only 
chanoe the Elders sent thither to preach, is 
in private houses, or hired halls; espr-cial
ly i8 Ihis so in SaH Lake Cily.· Now as 10 

private houses, aside from lhe nnrrow 
limits afforded hy such De nre aocessible, 
the masseR in all such cities will regnrd and 
treat these private house meetings as private 
matters, and are disinclined to inlrude up
on lhem lheir presenoe. And as to hired 
halls, in SaH Lake Cily, not one ex isis tbllt 
is allaiDlLhle, except Iho Liberal Inslitule, 
and that only a part of t he lime; anll lhal., 
at. an ezpense too great to he borno by lho 
Branch in the city. Thc hall for some lime 
since. occupied is unsuited, and lends 10 re
pel, rather thnn invite church going people, 
but is tbe best nnd only chonco within our 
reaoh so fnr; and even Ihis is ot nn expense 
lblLt Is n hurd en upon lhe SRinte, though 
they have borne H, in addition to other ex
penses, oheerfully; mnny of whom will re
ceive in the present'Rnt! in Ihe fulure tho 
p\t\udit, "Well done good nnd faithful ser
vant" and hnndmaiden; but Ihey would 
much ralher contribule toward the huilding 
of a house of worship, thnn for conlinual 
rent. Dut neither lhey, nor lhoso in the 
territory, are able to huild such n house in 
Sail Lake Cily I\S Ihe mission demands 10 

make iL suocessful; and believing Ihat 
"whnt is worth doing, is worlh doing well," 
we bring this mnLter to Ihe oonsideration of 
the readers of 7'he Mcsscnger and Ihe Sainls 
atllLTge, !Lnd put lhe 'lues lion plump, Are 
you willing to assist in lhe building of n 
chILpel in Salt Lake City? Nearly all the 
leading secls have missions in this territory, 
nnd seeiug the necessity-Ihe same that we 
now feel-have all built good and substan
tial, ond some of Ihem commodious nnd ele
gant houses of worship, nnd are Inboring 
wilh oommendahle l.elll for lho people of 
Ulah, and are doing a good work. Shall 
we he conlent to occupy Ihe bnck ground, 
and let our voice be heard only In oorners T 
The viotims of UllLh misrule, and Utnh vag
aries, abominations, moral (Iegrndalion, so
cial chRos, and spiritual blight, are of the 
flock of God, despoiled hy the fat cnllle~ 
lordly brlltes, who have ealen up the pas
lures and fouled the wRlers of this people; 

they are of our failh, nlld look 10 U9 for 
help. The liheml element in Snit Lnke 
Cily will ossist in lhe erection of n house in 
tbot cily for lbe prenohing of lhe original 
faith of the Laller Dny Sninls; but we must 
hegiu the work, in a way to give assurance 
lbat it will be done. Brelhren nnd sielers, 
wbnl do you say 1 The NnsCII.'ler ie enlisled, 
and wbile it. preaches righleougness, nnd 
rehukes iniquily, it will, like NOllh, "'ork; at 
tbn building of n ~h.pcl in SnJt. ~nke City. 

------,,_--<l~------. 

FOl"luill1!" Opinions. 
[From Inter·Oemm.] 

n",IHCAL ellA Nf:F;S ASICF.U 

The populnrily and nlensive circulalion 
of tbe INTEr. OCEAN mnke il. a proper me
(lium through which to cRlllhe nllenlion of 
the people to the deplorllble fRct.l.hn!, Ihough 
we hnve n poputlLtion of 40,000.11[10 peo
ple, we bnve no government. lInnds of 
thievep, robbers, incendiarics, nnd oul
throal. nbound in every Stale in lhe Union. 
They sboot down our peace ollieers, laugh 
nt our laws, nnd defy our courls. A mock 
triol has juat passed off in Ulah concerning 
Ihe munler of one hllndr.eLl and Iwenly oili
zens of tho United Siaies bv lhe Mormons 
of Ulah, nnd il is self· evident lhnl all tho 
church officers pnrticipntcd ill lhe fientlish 
bulchery; for lhey nil ooncenled the crime, 
and the conoenlmenL of crime is lhe cenfes
sian of gu~lt.. A mock Irinl, hy a jury 
seleoled cilleny from the gnng of Dlurder
ers, nC'Iuitle.d them ns n malter of course. 
The Con~tilulion of lhe Uniled Silltes is 01 
f,\UU, nnd Ihe snme murderers runy lo·mor
row kill ten lhousnnd of our best citizens, 
and lhe Constitution eSRenlinlly forbid. lheit· 
punishment. In Ihe ninlh section of lhe 
ConsWulion of lhe Utded Slnles ex po~l 
faolo Inws ue probibited. Now, this is 
wrong. A legislative body is beller quali
fied 10 punish n crime after commission' 
lhan before. Thc Conslitution should he 
so nmended as 10 .Ilow nnd mnke it. a duly 
of Congress nnd Sinle Legislnlures 10 ennct 
ex post facto Inws to rench criminnl cose8 
tblLt are not punish"hle by pre-exisling 
laws. Article [j of lhe omeudment forbids 
mn.ing any person snt-jcel for lhe snme of
fense 10 be twice put. iu jeopnrdy of life or 
limb. This, 100, is wrong: for n first trinl 
may not. be n fnir one, nnd juslice requires 
thnt no oriminnl .hnll go unpunished. No 
Irinl sboultl fillnlly nequit till a fnir one is 
hnel. Article () commnnus lhe seleclion of 
jurors from the Rtnte Rnd dislrict where Ihe 
crime wns commit led. This nrlicle allows 
jurors, in disloynl dislricl~. 10 lry their own 
cnuse, nnd IIc,)uit one nnol her. These lhree 
RrticleR in t.ho ConRlilulion nrc for no olher 
purposo but. 10 n~sist the felon 10 eRcnpe. 

Ben Fmnklin WBS no! well plense(1 wilh 
all its nrlicles, but remnrked 10 R friend: 
"It is lho best we cnn gel." TheBe Ihree 
articles should he repenled, or FO modified 
Be 10 mnke justioe lhe supreme rule in c~urt. 
W 0 wnnl ('ongreRs 10 give compelenl Rulhor
ity 10 proper persons 10 solcct jurors from 
olher l'1tnles, if lhe lrinl is to ho hnd in n 
disloYlL1 dislriet. Mny Ihis subject early 
engng~ lhe atlenlion of Congress, for our 
country ie fnst drifting to ruin. 
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Day Salutl; 
OIJAl'rll1l n. 

Tbe foregoing communioation W8S oom
mitted to writing on the day it was reoei1'6d, 
in accordanoe wilh the injunction ginn;' 
and on the two following days it was read 
to senral peraons, among whom was David 
Powell, H. Lowe and J. Harrington. The 
laUer ralud an objection founded onlhe 2d 
par.graph of 8~otion 14, and pill'. 2, aeo. 61, 
Doctrine aDd ConnantB, that no one save II. 

prophet, seer, &c., had a rigli' to reoein a 
revelation relating to, or affeoting the wbole 
Churcb. This objection bas been constant. 
ly urged by tbose of every faoHon, until tbis 
day; whose inference has been, that it was 
false. Some oonversation oocurred in con
sequenoe among these brethren, in whicb it 
waB al80 urged in answer to tbis objection, 
tbat then the Lord had no f'ignt to give suoh 
a revelatlon.-The right to give one, imply
ing tbe right to reoeive. The two last 
named bretbren decided to comply with the 
promiee contained in the last paragraph 
of tbe reveilltion, and scek a testimony; 
.. nd reporting what the,. h&d eeen'and heard 
to a brother and sister, the four agreed lei 
join in seeking a witness ooncerning it. 
This they did, and aU lour received ntis
factory testimony of its trutb. 

During the remainder of the week It was 
noised about among the Saints tbat some
tbing of unusal interest was on foot, and on 
the Bunday following, N oumber 24tb, a 
full attendance was had of tbe Churoh at 
our, meeting place, wbioh was at the house 
of ,Mother Polly Briggs. The branch num
be,red something oYer thirty members, and 
nearly all were present. The presiding El· 
der preached .e n/lual, but with unusual 
liberty; aCter whioh he read to the Churoh 
the oommunloation recehed on tbe Monday 
preoeding i and tesLi6ed tht he now saw 
light, where darknea had reigned be
fore. But one or two instanoes of levity 
'lind incredulity was manifested. Unusnal 
solemnity prevailed. and intense feeling 
showed itself in nearly enry countenanoe. 
The meeting oonoluded with an appointment 
for tbe enning; at the house of Dr. John 
A. Williams. This meeting was oommenoed 
in the usual manner, and tben deolared open 
10r general oonsultation and testimony. It 
1I00n took the obaraoter of an inustigation; 
and many faots, relative to the erroneOU8 
teachinga of Wm. Smith and Wood were 

. brought ont. Ample opportunity for any 
10 defend them was ginn, whioh wae at
tempted by one or tWQ j after wbioh an n- ' 
pfoulon of BentimonL J'upeoUng tbese men 
11' .. 8 suggested, and alDotion made and duly 
seoonded to withdraw the hand of fellow-

ship from tbem., The 'foLe was !\lm08~ 

ullanimous in, Ibe affirml\lin i onl1 hro !ot7 J 

ing against H. ,,' . ." <. " , 
l'be next few days Wile ocoupied by 118Y6-

ral 'bretbren and sialer8, in oopylng the 
oommunioatiOn and aending it to .. 11 the pl~-; 
oes named j' and 8ubsequently to all places 
known to thew where plurality of WiTCS or 
polyg~ml had. bae", taught ae a ,oe\estial 
law. < Shortly after thia a statement relathe, 
to Ihe teachings and aote ot Wm. Smith lind. 
J. Wood, signed blsonral of the members 
of (hi! Branch; inoluding all its officers, was 
sent to th~ aneral branches, <inCluding' the: 
ono at Wa~ke8ha, and bret'bren Lowe, lIar.: 
rin~lon, Powell and J, W. Driggs, met ilt, 
the houae ot the latter for oonsultation. 
Aft,r prayer,' the gifts of tongues, iqterprjl-. 
lation and propheoy was ,receiud, and in: 
oreased light given, wbioh determ'ined, the 
sending of Elders Lowe and Harrington to 
visit the branohes eastward II.S far 1\8 Wau
keshaj. anq t~el! northward to, d,liyer the 
foregohig :oommunioatlon and' sla'teinent, 
and ~o Qommunioate to th~ Saints in tbese 
regions the stand taken bl tbe Churoh at 
Beloit, and th~ rea8~n,8 for, it, wh,olj.,W.s in 
tifeet-this: Ii.. withd~awil of oon6denoe in 
.ny 'and all organizations and pretended 
leaders, or suooessors ~o the presidenoy of 
the Churob, entertaining II. beliaf that the 
true 8uooessor of J oaeph Smith would be 
his eldest. son, who would in tbo j'dull 
time" of the Lord be called, to aot in that 
oapaolt,.; and for whioh we ",euld 'wal~; 
.nd in the meantime preaoh the gospel, 
baptize and tOfm branches, and nothing 
more. Suoh a position it '!Vas believed the 
only tenable one. And ner1 day. and at 
onry interview with eaoh otber, this view 
ot the oase became more apparent, and the 
l'llIolution to pursue that' OOUfse beoame 
atronger. Thus imbued, tbe two Elders 
mentioned went out" and the result was, 
wherever they went among' Saints, who 
had been misled by one ·or another at tbe 
laotions wbiob bad arisen, they infused the 
'SQme spirit, and planted; under God, the 
'8ame hope. The branohes visited was one 
Ilalled the Nephi Branoh, in Walworth 
Coun~,., one at Voue, and one in Waukesha 
County, Wisoonsin. David Powell at first 
hesilating, to adopt ;the slime oourse with 
the resl. at the timei'wrote a letter of in
quiry to William S.pith, asking explana
tions. The answer, 18 oonstituting the first 

'studied atlaok upon the position alsumed 
by the Saints in Wisoonsln relathe to the 
presidenoy, is here Slven . 

,reply, In Illy first elepin aoting as the re
preaentalil'6 or J oaeph's eon, the matter W&8' 
not made plain to me then 9.8 it now ia. The 

, increaae or light began small at firat, and '0 
iQoreaaed by degrees until th e Cull right of 

, my authority was made known by reTela
. lion. Something over two years ago, or 

tbtireabout, Hmay not be so long; by refer-
enQ8 to Che Tlcord I can ascertain the time 
exaot. 'By reference to the enclosed draw
ing, you will get the idea perfeotly. No.1 
i. old Father Smith holdinE! the Patriarohy 

, ordaining his eenn SOn8, Allin, lIyrnm, 
Joseph, Samuel, Ephraim, William and D. 
Oarlos., ,On the seoond line, No.2, you will 

, aee tbat tbe plaoes for six of tbe sonq are 
blank, all being dead but William, who now 
Btanda aathe only head of tbe Churcb, hold
ing tho patriarchy, and a\80 the only person 
now Teprbsenting tbe 01d patriaroh, Father 
Smitb.' This of course makes William 
Smith the 8uooessor ot Joseph Smith. Also 
on' tbe third line, No.3,' i8 William'. Bon, 
ordaining Joseph's lind Hyrum'S posterity. 
And as none of tbese are ordalnetl as yet, 
who sball preside over the Churoh ot God 
but William Smilh, who was ordained be
tore Joseph's deatb, Prophet, Seer, R81'e1a
tor and Translator; thus keeping up to reg-

, 111ar ohain of priesthood, as YQU Bee in the 
drawiDg. On line No.2, you will eee Wil
liam ordaining bis son as bis lIuccessor in 
offioe. It is in this manner my inheritance 
is preserved unto my ohlldren, an.4 thus an-
8weriog to Ebe ,eTela£ion I haTe receind' of 
late on the subjeot. Sbould William han 
no son, he would han power to ordain one 
or Joseph's Ions, provided one of them oame 
forward and claimed righte. But should 
Willinm have a BOn, or sons, the right of 
Patriarohy, not:by expedienoy, but by law, 
rests in his family,-a IItream oan never 
ri~e higher than its fountain, coneequenUy 
Joseph'q cblldren, (nor lIyrum's, nor any 
or the brothers), oan not preside over Wil· 
Iiams, nor over his sonl. The question is 
again, Ie tbe building greater tban the 
builder t Neither J oaeph 1I0r Hyrum or
dained their Bons, and no one oan ordain 
them now but William, or hill (William's) 
8ucoessor in offioe. To tbis you will add. 
the position takes away rights from Joeeph's 
ohildren, and aleo from Hyrum's ohlidren. 
To tbis I reply It doee not. For they han 
no right of offioe in the Churoh, no more 
tban Tom, Dick or Harrl; not until the,. 
have been ordained. It is the prieathood 
after the order otllhlohlscdeo, whioh is af
ter the order of tbe Son of God, that i8 
handed down from Fatber to Son; not tbe 
offices of Prophet, Patriarch, Apostle, High 
Priest, Elder, Priest, Teaober, .. nd Deacon. 
This i8 the error ot Jason, [J. W. Driggs]. 
as well liS many othera that baTe tallen. 
They do not make tbe proper distinotion 
between the orders ot priesthood, (there be
ing two orders, the Aaronio and the Mel
chisedeo i Bee seo. 8, on Priesthoodl, and 
the different offioes of these two priesthoodl. 
The ollnn. of priesthood, (not office.), ia 
handed down from father to son. The offi
oers are ordained by those holding autbor
ity, as tbe Holy Gbost shan dlreot; 8ee Stc. 

"P.U;UTllIII STAD OJ' ZIOH, . 

2, par. 12, page \)6. Dul tbe two orders of 
priesthood, meaning the Aaronlo and the 
Melobi8edeo, is handed down from 1 .. the'r 
'0 son, aooording to the /leah, &0., &0. A 
great .do is made ont' the bleseing put up
on Joseph's posterity. Now read the prom
bett bleBsillg, rnelation of 1841, and yon 
will Bee two tbillgs onll mentioned; firat, 

"Deo. 25tb, 1851. ' 
'HBrothir Powell._l hale oonoluded to! 

IIpend my Christmas ,in writing you a tew 
lines. As to questions in regard to my' 
right of standing .s Joseph's succes80r, I 
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an Inheflta~ofl,.,for ... J .. oseph~,. eblldr,en ":n J,hem guilly of teaohing! alld ,taoLi08s 
the Nau1'oo: ~duse r ~I)ondl t~'b brllBB~ g ~g\lnd,.JIibran~/"nd h08pltality •. 'flo)aling 
upon Joseph 8~e"d, t~~t hl~ oll"dr~_ alj 11 \"h8\oelnp)of~ &he law ot lI'od an!! m~n,t-baee 
be bleaBed as Abrahatn 8 se.d w"" And to alid hytnlOfltloal beyond an, wltll wliorn we 
all thla I hne n~t the lea~t bbjtollon. The hne had tbe misfortune to be aoquainted." 
Nau,oo House IS not finIshed 1.d, u.s ~o" 'I: this ,tttelheM .was! 8Ignea by elenn 
prospeots that it enr will be, at least no~ , ' ". 
10,! m~nYll!1m1-to'-come,· --And·then-yor I-memb_~:!'I! .. pf. the ~tanoht.}n!,ll!ding all ita 
will ?Iaconr by the drawing, that sbould !lffio.f!: .... Apou~ ,the ,tent.!\ .. o~ Fllbtllary" 
the tlme·onr oome tbat,Josepb'8 ahildren, ·1862, J. W. Briggs ... Ialled the branobe8 
or ohildren's ohildren, desired a place,in1 III1iUtU(Fii/fl ',h d II ., belli 'd'litili8d 
the churoh DC God, the authorUl to ordllin' >, 0 II ow /l 0 e I e I 
them tli the,vlidiiiUolijces liUliin::lii,ifCb is: "Uh the monmllllt, and all February 16th, 
prese~ted u~lo.WIIl.i",m Smith alii! _Lis' pos,', 'the foregoing iltlllement in full: was read lo 
t~rity Jortver •. , ~~ ,is, \n this "way you wil\: the brlthch at W,libaU and tbetollowing 
dl800nr thaHhe p~oml8e made:to.;roseph le' aotion tllken' " . , 
fullillQd upon the head ot his posle'dty; . be·,. . 
ing ordained one an ,Elder, one lUI High' "IIResolyed that this branoh do fuUy oon· 
Priest, and 8001l;.holdlng a right of prj~s"': our,~n .the abon statement Albert White, 
hood, (n?t of office), aooordlng, to.the flejdlll presldlDg ,e.l.d, er; ',Henrr Moon,' Oler,k of 
If the tight of oltice, aSl Jason ,affirms, is Bran~h Waukesha, WIB" ;r~bruary l~lh, 
handed,do'l'ln from father, lo BOn, then Jo: 1862~. ' . 
~eph would han, .four prophetaln lIis ,f~in": : Relurnink to Beloit,' nr. 'Powell called 
1ly,and .. Hyrum,; th~ee patrlarohal land, upon J. W: DrIggs; with .. leiter from Henry 
Samuel ' two High Ptlests, and 1>, Carlo" H h' r I 
nOlle; his ohlldren being girls ... Dut.. Paul c~' etm, n

l 
I1g nellir Yellowstone, Lafllyette 

BII1B,'No~ all. apostles, not 1111 p,rop'heta;" ~u~ y, W soons n, where ,a branch had 
conBequenU, It i8 the. erder, of priesthood. been raised up by Zenas H. Gurley and H.' 
that is ~he ,mberilanoej and not the grllde~' P: Drown who iloknowledged Jame~ J 
of office, a8 I hay., previously stated, J8IIOl1 81'· . 'h . n; , . 
makes an utter groat olund,,. on the',poke'-i rang, 'II' ere. 1': Gurley thon resided. 
man,hip. No priesthood i8 taken from Hy, Upon consultation It W!1.8 agreed thlit a let
rllm's,ohildren,; IL is the office of spokes" tot' should be wrlUen to those two brethren' 
man oonCerred on Br •. Wood. , Jason ma1&:ee aM ~n the 19th' of Fehruary Br. Poweli 
another brush, at· the order, ,by placing the • " • 
spokesmsn of the propbet in tront, and atartedto,T1Bit tbem:. and carried tbe letter 
Christ en the right hand Clf the Father. and II oopy of the oommunlcatlon of Nonm-
Will Jason tell UB where Brother Wood [Jo. ber 18th. ;' . , ' 
seph 'Wood] will be seated ,atter his work =' =' ====="'='========== 
is done! ,And a8 to oertllin parts of that·'· " . 
oele~tiallaw, n was referred to futllre gen· art,' 'tit 1ItJl 1t~IIIc'~ttnlttt~ 
arahons. '. It Drother Wood has done wronl ~ U ~ '(UI)\. ~ »-)tII4! ~ f 
JMon should .baTe ginn him tbe extent of 
the rule, if he repents.-Re"d roYollltion of .. JAilOR W. DRIGGS • 
February, 1881, seo .. la, par. 7; consequent., 
Iy, Jason's renilltion to out oft', i8 prom,,< 

EDITOR. 

tUl'e. Without applying the rule I how. ,. 8alt Lake City, December, 1876. 
e~er deny all suoh oharges •. , ,God Is j)n our 
Side. . ' ", :\Vl\!. SMITH, Pre,idenl.", ' 

Th"t "celestillllllw" referred ,to' by Wil. 
iam, is a preteniied r~Telation to hhn, auth4 

orlzing Pl'lygamy, ,apporlioi!ing the number 
of wives acoording to grade ,01 office 'in 
the Cburoh, from half a dozen ,ttl 'se,eral 
hundred.' It repudiate,a Gedin!!' ~a~HAge8; 
1 han sIlen H, "nd of couraebo)'l' ;wblt,t, It 
contained., ,_ '." I '".' .. ,', , " • , 

Enn before tbis lettor '1'\'1111 receind, Dt: 
Powell had heareIJi entered Into lhl! (I'oin· 
pact to work for the ~e8tQration or tbe' ori, 
ginal faith of tile. LaUer Day"Salnte, 11.. 
taugh~ in the books, and wlilt UpOD God Iii 
respellt to. the "pre~idenoy," ' , ' 

LeUers having been Bent to the S~lnts,'~t 
Deloit, (at one time oalled th~ Lehi Branch, 
but at this lime oalled tbe Newark Branoh), 
from Wm. Smith, donying that wbloh had 
been oharged upon him in tbe oonnsol of 
Nonmber 24.lb, and eLigmiiUzing'them lis 
slanderous, Ilnd oontaining the prooeedingB 
of a oounoil at Palasline, on Deoember 3d, 
1861, (neaf Amboy, Lee County, Illinois), 
at tthieh J. W, Driggs WISS out olf, &0, This 
called out the statement frolit the mombers 
of the bran6h; (roni: w.hio" we ~xtraet the 
following: " '; I' " J .. 

"We,the undersigned'membere of Ihe 
Lehi Dranch of the Churoh of 'J6sus Christ 
of LAtter Day Sa.inls, in Rock County Wis
consin, baYing'wilhdrawn all fello;'shlp 
from Wm, Smilh IInli Joseph Wood, we deem 
it our dul, to wlltn aud forewarn' all meli -
and especially all SlIinte, of theit williS: 
For from our aoquaintance 'we know ·ID 
part, tond from reliable nidenoe, bel,ine 

TllE Utah question that is now absorbing 
the attention of the public, i8 by no means 
a religious one only, though it includes re
ligion. It is more than that; it Is a ques
tiou of humanity. It includes every propo
sition affecting human society. It Is an 
open WBr upon an unprincipled clique of 
ungodly and unmanly creatures, who, like 
leeches. live and thrive only upon the life's 
blood and liberty of society., 

There is in this question the strongest 
incentives -to the mora.list, the philanthro
pist and statesman, as well RS the Christian, 
to enlist and work for God and humanity. 
Missionary societies would do well to sus. 
pend operations in foreign Janas, where the 
heathenism consists only of vagllries and 
absurdities, lind concentrllte their efforts 
upon Utah heathenism, that adds atrocity 
to these same vagaries and absurdities; 
where human worship nnd human sacrifice 
arc taught and practiced. The philanthro. 
pist might forego his visitations to isolated 
victims of misery and degradation, lind I)n. 
gage in 1\ wider field; where whole com
munith!s are being reared in tho most, ab. , 
ject Ignorance of their, own rights nnd. 
duties; where the emaciated intellect, even 
of adults, accepts ilie balderdash of a bloat. 
ed and blaspllemous egotist, as the "word, 
of Almighty God." And the statesmnn may 
well ceaSIl his "salary grabbing" Rnd "Cred
it ll{obilier" schemes and bluster about 
"natural dignity," and turn their attention 
to tbe establishing a republican govern_ 
ment i11: p'tah, and a .jud1ciarr iha! Is gov. 

p' .. t" .. 
crncd by law anll Cbmtfton sellse justice 
rather thill\tecfu1icalitles,..ithe loop.holes 
made ot discOV9'ted'tor the beQefit of hlgll 
blood 8eoundrels,-and thus build them 
81llves a ll\llting monnment in the memory 
of the generations to come, instead of their 
witllE~ring and merited cursIl, lind combine 
to crush out the "twin relic of barbarism,' 
,iliat serpent-like has' its poisonous rimgs 
~lI8tenedup~n. ilie vitals of Utah society •. 

TJiE revival of the "Utali Chapel Fund" is 
a legitimate christian effort, and the sever 
al responses to: the appeal for it 8lroa(ly 
shows the missionary spirit is alive. To 
those who have written us to say, "We will 
help," we 8ay, God bless you," 

'" --" 
TUE next }[EBSENOBR. will ,contain such 
information and Buggestions as will enable 
all who are willillg to sid, (and who is not 1) 
in the rearillg of a monument to themsslves 
and a standing witness against, spiritua 
wickedness in high places, to do so I mean 
while "lay up in store as the Lord baU 
prospered you," f,\Jr ilie good work; . - .. 

Prc-Exilitellce and Traltsmt
.ratio ... 

Perhaps the'moet palpable refutation of 
the theory of pre-existence, is tbe (raDsmi 
gration notion whloh It inyoins. ,If we by 
:reason of faithfulness in a pre-eaistent, 01" 

"first eatate," are rewarded witb this sec 
ond probation In tabernaoles of flesh, how 
nlltural is the Idea that faltbfulness in this, 
our "seoond.,estate," '!I'i11 entitle U8 to enler 
a third, in the same mannel; and per oon
sequence a fourth, ILnd 80 on without limit; 
lind this ill transmigration, or 1I1r. Orson 
Hyde's "baby resurrection" aoheme, of 
which it is eaid, wben spread out in all its 
"granduer" and "subllmity," J oeeph Smitb 
remarked, "There is but one fault that I 
Bee in H,-that ie, it is NOT TRUll," Oh, 
sIlys a bellner In pre-el!istence, "I do no 
beline In transmigration." Dut d06e no 
the prinoiple of the one apply equally to the 
other! Probationary pre-existence implies 
a reward for weli.doing, and If that rewllrd 
Is tbe taking anolher probation, lin infant 
tabernaole, thus pinching out all the aenee, 
or knowledge aoquired in the first; then 
does it not follow, thllt having found the 
method by whicb rewards are given, lire we 
not bound to adhere to that principle rela
the to rewards for faithfulness here, and 
look' {or a re-appearance of those, depart_ 
Ing, liS a ahock of corn fully ripe, in' the 
.form of a new germ of corn, or a new· born 
bllbe Y The diffioulty is no greater in the 
ono case than the other. 

The chief object had by the first propa
gators of th e pre-existenoe th eory waa to 
establish in that suppositious stILle, the 
family relations, And ,having assumed the 
one the other followed, and rendered pillua
ible the statement that, "when Adam came, 
or migrated, into this world, he brought 
one oC hie wives wltb. him," and this bring
ing only one, implies leaving one or mllre 
behind; 80 polygamy ia esta.blished on just 
119 firm a bllBis 118 pre·existence Uself,Wh~t 
a pi ttl for polygamists lhat Adam did not 
brillg a couple of his wi1'88 at lellllt, IIDd ,80 
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adtle the que8tl~n 10fner.lInd ()byia.le this Flba.lIy,' if pre-nlalenoe. p9r8ond, 00'" 

·'endless. ohain" ot a.8BumplioDs.', Bciou. and respon~ibl'! pr,e·jlX\~le'l6e.~!l.1'd. 
But dldno~ Christ pre'nist! la' asked milted, Iran8mlgfll~i\ln. Il/i ,germain 10 ii, 

with th~ aSBu~aBolltra.t an ,an8~er in tbe must aI8<), QB'adl'llitte4, botq beinge9ually 
affirmatlYe w~ll oonoe?e thr pre.e'l[.i,stenoe possible .and pr\lb&ble. But thl, sbutll!l~ 
of man also. But w~ lea.rn that /lil pre; like pfogeed!lIgC"going ,nd qomiJ!g-,would 
existenoe was in the obaracter' of tbe b90(lme, in 1 proQu, of time" m01l010nol1s. 
"word" with God-Ihe word of promise; even with Ihe idea of progress, if aarried 
But 80me will say the New Translation puh t90 far; a.nd if oarrled to ile ,l~giOI!-I oonolu
that in & different light, &nd shows th&t tb~ sion, musl result in the TIre.hminioa.\ doo
word there! (John 1:l). is tbe gospel. lC trine or .. absorption Into tbe' divine e~: 
this is true, yet the gospel developed Christ, selloe." ' 
&nd out of the gospel he has no existenoe, Such an ending to 8uch a. theo~y i8 ha;. 
(Lh&t has been revel\led however mu~h mooious; but indil'idualiem rebels again~t 
it may h&ve been assumed,) A~ "God out H, as being pnly anolher na.mll rOf annihila-
of Christ is & oonsuming fire," so Christ tion. ,,' ; -
out of the gospel is unknown &nd undefin- .. - .. 
ahle. Next to his existence lIB "the word 
with God," he is revealed in advance, as 
the "end of the wom&n"-a promise still
unUl in due'time he was sen~ forth into tbe 
the world, "made or & woman." And tbis 
same New Tr&lIeiation, in tbat sam& ob&p
ter, fourteenth verse, says it was "tbe sam8 
word" th&t "was made flesb." Tbus Christ'e 
pre·existenoe was in tbe charaoter of this 
word,-word of promise with God. A part 
of the design of God, but until mun W&8 
ore&ted and sinned, unrevealed in his own 
bosom. Tbat design inoluded man as tbe 
subject of that word of promise, and hoth 
pre-existed with God just as the ideal slru..,
ture exists In the bosom of the &rohiteot, 
before he strikes a blow tOIV&rd the &otual 
building. And when the due time arrived 
for the diylne theory or pl&n to aSBume the 
&otu&l Of real. "man was created" upon. JlO~ 
emigrated to, the earth, and his spirit 
formed withiu him. - See Isaiah 46: 12. 
And the "word wile made flesh," in the 
person of Je.8U~, who was made both Lord 
&nd Christ,-Acts 2: 86, 

Ought we not here to be a.dmonished, also. 
to oome' down from the diny beights of 
fanoy and oonjectufe, &B.d estimate trulh ae 
applio&ble to the pl&ne of existence th&t we 
aotually occupy t ' 

Tbe pre·existenoe of Christ, &s tbe Son of 
God, in any other sen so, would oort&inly 
imply lin "eternal Son of God," as J obn 
Calvin affirmed; which is &n &bsurdity. 
And though be rouled Ser1'6tus for .deny
ing it, be thereby only added &trooily to 
absurdity. ' 
. To all 'of the fOl'ogoing difficulties In the 

way of the pre-existent theory, may be adde 

ed the fonowing "stubborn fllo~" in tbe 
natural hietory of man. Tbere is &8 8trik
ing II likenes8 In the mentality of parent 
and ohild, as in the p'hisique. Wh&t is p~~ 
culiar to p&rents, ia equally so in the ohild. 
How can this be lLOoounted for only npon 
the common 8ense deduotion or a oommon 
parentage? ' 

We are told in Job 4: 17,19, th&t man Is 
"mortal," and that his "found&lion is in the 
dust"-"duBt thou .l\rt;" henoe, to traoe 
m&D back into the antiquilies or eternit,.. 
prior to the cn&lion of the dust, or tlle 
earth, wQul4deprive him of his "[oundl\
Hon,'! and reeohe his existence there to that 
of defigll only. or elementary condition, ainoe 
'. wise master·bu.ilder begins with laying 
the foundalion.-l Cor. 3: 10. ' 

David II. Smitb,' tile Leader., 
Notwlthltanding the plain teaobings of 

tbe law, aa to who the legal President oUhe 
Churoh Ie, and tbo manl testimonies tbat 
have been given in oonfirmation or the same .. 
wllh the expressed denunai&tion of David 
himself as to &nl 8uoh right belonging to 
him, still the Brlgb&mites will h&ve it, that 
he will yet become the Leader or tbe peo
ple of Utah. 

The idea h&s' obtained. 'tb&t if' Dayid 
would but oome &nd &ssume tbe l~ader8hip, 
that bls nry touch would 8'&noti/y &nd 
oelestialize ain &nd abomination. Th&l 
whaLis now m&nifcstly wicked'and ungod. 
ly. would beoome pnrlty and holines!! by 
the magiou.l touohot one of Josepb's sons. 
V&in, delusive hopei It must be apparenL 
to all or the thoughtful, tbat Utah in8titu~ 
tions, as well as' others; mual rest upon 
their own merils; th&t tbe prinolples and 
tbeories beld to are either true or false, it 
maLiers noL whether good, Of bad men OIlCU

py the ohiefpoaitions. The tenets SO atrong- > 

ly held to, whioh constHutelhe ahief org&u
ization. if thoy han no commedable intrin
s14 wortb, when p&ssed upon, in the light 
of reason and revealed truth, must beset 
aside. 

The OQOUP&no1 of the'ohlefBe&'t; by D&'fid, 
oould not oh&nge the mor&l tone of the in~ 
stltuUon, in the least; unless he was given 
the in disputed right to ob&nge, at will, the 
oorrupt and falso principl~e tbat make' np 
the org&nization; and sbould he be 'tbns 
empowered, to regulate and model after the 
"l&w and the testimony," there is eminent 
danger of oasting the whole thing to the 
"moles and bats." 

The people should look at 'the prinoiples 
upon whioh the great organization rests, &s 
to whethet' they are truoort&lse, rather tli&n 
for some meritorious le&der to oome, whose 
touoh will imbue H with a he&nnly oharm 
&nd ghe it permanenoy a.nd strengtb, If 
falso. it is a poor legao,. &nd must oome fIi 
nought, whoever will endeavor to ,hold it 
up; if true, it is strength within ilsel(, 
though a Duid 01' & Joseph should never 
smile with pleasure upon it. 

The great question to be setlled in ever,. 
mlln's mind is, are the principles upon 
... hioh Utah Mormonism TeSIS, true? U is 
denied that they &re true; 'iYhich, it OOf

reot. they must disappoint tbose trusting in 
them for good: ' 

Our very notions of .the Deitliea!i ue.to 
tMnk of him &8 a. oonsistent a.nd reo'sonable' 
heing; andunobangeable with referenoe to 
Ihe moral obUgationaimposed, upon Hi8' 
creaturelr. ' , 
1 "God 'dotb' not walk in crooked paths. 
neither doth he turn to Ihn rigbt hand nor 10 
lhe left; neither doth he Yary {rom lha~ 
wbich be balh said; Ihorefore hiD patbs arB 
straigbLand his course is onoeternal round. It 
-'-Il, of C, leO. I. 

:A. cloud of witnesses testify tolbelDspi. 
rati~n ot Ihe faots and Irulhs contained in 
Ihe Scriplure8, wbioh were given liS a trust· 
worthy guide 10 tboBe disposed to look to 
their good. Mon who aBoume to apeak in 

, tbe na.me of God lo·day, musl not depart 
{rom old landm&rli:s, leat their testimony, in 
justice, be set aaide, and they be lipbrllided 
as eli! doere. It ia more reasonable to be
lien tbat mon will lie. tban thlLt God will 
contradict himaelf, or ohange from what he 
bas said. 

. Tho book saya: 
"Thou sh&1t take the thinga tha.t thou but 

received, whioh ,\ian been ginn unto tbee 
ill my Soripturea for a law, to be my lay. 
to govern my Cburoh; and he tbat doeth 
aooordinS' to these things shall be saTed, 
and be thotdoeth tbem not, sha.ll be damned 
if he oonlinue,"-D. of C. sec. 42. par. 10. ' 

What IIrB the Scriptures here referred to ! 
Par. Ii: ''' .. 

"The Elders, Priests, lind Teachers orthia 
Churoh shall teaoh tbe principleD of my 
gOlptl whioh are in the Biblt and lIook of 
Mormon, in the wbioh is the f"Untl' of tht 
go,pel; &nd tbey sh&1! obsene the covenant, 
and Churoh &rtioles to do them, and these 
shall be ,their teachillfl" as tbey shall be 
dinoted by the Spirit," 

Again: ,,' 
"Because you han treated lightly the 

things you hue received, whiob nnity &nd 
unbelief bath brought tbe wbole Cburoh 
under condemnation, and this oondemna· 
tion resteth upon the children of Zion, nen 
Illl1 &nd they shall remain under tbis con
demnation until they repent alld remember 
the new oovenant, even tbe Book of :Mormon 
and the former commandmenls whicb I have 
give~ tbem, not only to say, but to do, a.c
cordmg to tb&t which I have 'II'ritlen."-D. 
of C. sec, 88, par. 8. , 

'IL was the written law, as berein ex
pressed, that tbe people are &menable to. 
Oondemn&tion rested upon tbem, by reason 
'of Ita neglecf, which sbould remain unlil 
they repellted &ndremembered it, "not only 
to 'ay, but to do. ,i "He that reoeintb my 
law, and doeln ii, tbe same is my disciple; 
&'9d htl that B&ith he ,reoeiveth it and doeth 
U'nQt, the same is not my diaciple."-D. of 
C, seo. 41, par. 2, "The dead were judged 
oul of (hoae things written in the booka."
Rev. 20: 12, 

"Tbese shall be their teaohings, 118 they 
o!Ihall be direoted by the Spirit." Ancient 
propbelo spake 8S moved' by the Spirit. 
What they said beoame a law to govern tbe 
Churcb. 'Ihe Elde_rB were sent out to teaoh 
th&t law to the nations, as they wore direct· 
ed by tbe Spirit thaI. indited it in the heart of 
the inspired m,-n who wrote it. '1'0 neglect 
that law, oauoed the withdr&w&l of the Spirit 
by whioh it '11'.,8 to be preached; wbioh left 
the persons, who ta.ught, in dllrkne8e~opeD 
to reoein false spirUs and false theories; 
and it is notorious, in Utah, thll~ the writ-
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tin I .... hils been let. lIaido-counlllF tubsti
tuted in.lead-and' tbat tbe Bpirit or God 
that ODOe gladdened tbe heartl!l of the people 
ia not known among them. Utonlan& objeot 
\e their system belnr; tried by tbe light of 
rnealed truth, but when they find them
eelns destitute or e'fidence to Hupport their 
usurpations wlde:'- departures from. the 
moral code-they rage out, "I know (or 
myself-the Spirit, bears wHness that I am 
right. I don't oare .. bat the books say, 
Ihing tntimony ie better, than dead. I 
lInow what I know. Hundreda oC things 
han been revealed, not known In tbe books. 
r 8aw Josepb In publio and prhate.", "I. 
ale with him," ories another; "I slept wllh 
blm," !lohoea Imother. "I hauled his dead 
body from Carthage, II wails out another. 
"I was naiad to him," oxcillime another, 
Aftor I came to Utah." "I knew his grand-, 
motber," another cries. "I was his body 
gund," tesUfies another. And II graBt 
multitude exoh.im, "I know more thBn you 
e'fer thought of. I learned all there~is in 
tbe books years ago, Bnd hllve adunced lu
to higber tbings. If I am not right, I don't 
want to be right. I have as good a thing 
as I wllnt;" and 80 on to the end of, the 
ohapter. Therefore, and for tbese reasons, 
the books are all "twaddle"-iot worth a 
"rye alraw," and ,."the SpirTrbeBls wit
ness," &0. Thene tire the kind 't! ni,dimoes 
adduoed by the people of Utah, to bolster 
up their cherillhed suhemes, rather thn to 
submit to Ihe written law, and' abide Us 
decisions. 

Bhould David oome to Ul.&h; whllt. then? 
lIe has already oommitted . ~lmselt against 
the corrupt teaohings and assumptionll of; 
Utab. Deolares that polygBmy, Adllm-God. 
worsbip, blood atonement, seGret oovenanta, 
are I win relics, and belong to tbe infernlll 
regions. Calls wh at ie there said to be mar
,riage, "nasty," "oorrupt," "lIhominl\ble 
~M~~L" n 

Your cbief leader cIIlIed him II "brule," 
and hlB immortal mother tbe "d-dest liar 
tbat li'Ves." Notwithstanding all tbis, the 
hopeful wail sent up by Utonians, ie tbat 
David will (lome lind take the lead. Mount 
,the old corrupt system, lind endeavor to 
-keep it off the shoals and breakers, or from 
falling 10 pieoes with its own corrupt weight_ 
lour oherisbed hope lies in making one of 
Joseph's 80nB a tfllnegresBor. Away with 

. your "blarney!" You desire to saorifioe 
the Smitbs for the glory of tbe Younge. -

The people of Utah aoknowledge the 
right DC Joseph's Bons, but require them to 
sanction wbal they ha'fe done, liB right, on 
pain of being rejeoted. Requ}re them to 
'he lul-Hdo a8 tbey are told"-rather lbn 
Ilead~ while they, in turn, insiet on the law 
'being kept, and them seIne left free to be 
led by the Spirit that guided their grellt 
father. WH. H. KII:LLEY. 

Polygamy, in theory, is the dead-houee 
ot the affeotions i-in praotioe the oemet&ry 
ofll.oTe. 

Whoenr is displeased with "oommoD 
66n8&" ought first to gin it a trial. 

Past all shame, so past all truth. 

T H E 'M E SSE N G, E FJ.. 

'The Fenudc Rellel Society,. 
" ,I;" . 01 UU1h. 1'" 

'. Thlsl~aUtution olalms to be Identic"'l 'rlth 
th~ one or that iiame exisLillg in Nau,oo hi 
1843-4, with Mrs. Emma'Smith at its head. 
That it was originlllly aedigned' to reline 
the poor, and. minister '10 'the dietressed, 
there i8 no aoalil: " Du~ lit Ulah It Is no ex
oeption to the' statemenl that "Whatenr 
Brighamihm touohes, 'it Oorrupts." Ir It 
W8a at one tlllIe a blessing, it is now lin un
mlUgAted CUrs6. It~ President Ie one or 
Brigham Youilg's-Cele8Ualthlngd-lm old 
lady-who says ehe was one or the whee 01 
Josepb and is now one of Brigham's-In 
spite or bis oalh-..:.by tile nlllle of Miss Eliza 
R. Snow, who In spite bUhe two alleged h1l8-
bands iutill II 'Virgin-Miss; ,from whom the 
Booiety reoeives inslruotlon; ebe being in
struoted by the Pries~hood, whioh rela.tes 
mainly to the colleoting of funds, for WhlOb 
purpose numberless deputies are 8e~ apart 
to beg.in 'oYery houee from week to weelr. 
After Ihe poor Brighamite has paid bis tenlh 
of all-~hal Is II tenth of his oows, lind a 
tenth of the butter made (rom tbe rest; a 
tenth of his corn, and II- tonth 01 tbe pork 
made from the rest; a tentb of hiB cbiokens, 
and a. tenth of the eggs; a tenth of his lime, 
then pllid to the temple fund, to the emi~ 
gration (und, to the fund for the support of 
the president of his quorums, for Ihe looal 
expenses ~f their ward houaes, their terri
torial, oounty and olty taxes, and all t.be 
speolal oall& for donations-then ,this socIe
ty oom~s to glean the remainder, to exlraoL 
the iast penny lha.l it Ie possible to squeeze 
out; and, for what, it may be !lsked! Why, 
oat_albly for the poor; 1.8 Judas alleged 
whA he wanted the three hundred pence 

. the'~pi~na.rd could have been Bold for; bul 
really t~ go into the. same maelstrom wbere 
'aU the r\lst of the exaotions go,-to support 
the he.J:ims·of Utah. The InLernal mark of 
the Utah beast Ie gre~d, and Hs inspiration 
lmt, and the Female Relief Sooiety'ls the 
tool In tbe hands of the ollgllrohy to minis
leI' to both. The president of this sociely, 
a Imperanuated member of the prinoipal 
barem of Ute.h, hlle spent her life, as a 80rt 
of deputy stool-pigeon, to entioe youllg 
girls into these dens of prostl!ution, where 
sbe has spont 80 mllny years. And in the 

:'\oly name of the "Relief BoeleLy" oonvenes 
the females of Utah, to reoommend to them 
those dene of in filmy, Be the only way to u
altation in another world; and to give 8l1no
tion to lhose absurdities, talks "in tongues," 
while a. female oonrederats from t.he same, 
or another harem, "interprets" in the inter-
4j'ets of polygamy; though tbe hea.d man 
'" all the harems swears thBt the whole 
thing except the first wife is "illegal," and 
these poor oreatures han no rightB in law 
from Buob unions. 

These emissaries of nil, under the pre
tense ot beneTolenoe, infest the household. 
of Utah, and, like the grasshopper scourge, 
tbere Beems to be no esoape. Bmall pox, 
tbough les8 dllngerous to society, is striotly 
guarded aglliDst; bn~ there is no barrier to 
thc)Be Female Relief 800iQI.,'a 'fiail.&l1one. 
Tbe pretended and real charaoter of this 

Institution is 8hown by its aots, of which 
the (ollowing is a spBoimen whioh oome un
der our observation. A good sister in the 
Eie'fenth Ward, BaIt Lake City, WIlS bereft 
of her husband, after a protraoted illness, 
whioh had oonsumed nellrly her .Il. Bbe 
lived In the nelgbborhood oC apostates and 
outsiders, who would willingly have 8ssist
en ber; but the agents oC the Relief Boolet,. 
c~me and offered to make the grue oiothu, 
whioh offer was aocepted: After the burie.l, 
the helpless widow, wilh severa.lamllll child
ren, and without meane ohupport, found ahe 
had les8 tban he dollars left. A gloomy pros
peot indeed. A dlly or two after tbe funer
al, Ibese agents of the "Relief Society" 
oalled-lo reline her f Yes; to reline her 
of four dollars for Illaklng tbe grave clothes. 
The stricken wldol'l' ",as .urprised,-for it 
wsa double what olhera would hue done 
the ellme work for,-but they insisted, and 
were p&ld. A (ew months after Ibe "idow 
was c!t.lled Jlpon to mourn the loss of a 
child; and the eagle-eyed agenle of the 
"Relief Sooiely" peroelv~d her distroeP, and 
came to offer their Beniells; but the poor 
woman refused them on the gronnd thllt 
she could no~ alford sucb rolief. Some 
apoBtateB performed' tho servioe required, 
free; lind thlB Buggests tbe inquiry as to 
which will fare the best when each shall be 
rewarded "!IOoordlng to tbeir deeds," these 
Relief Sooiety's agenle, or theso apostates! 

CHLQJ:. 

.P.S.-Thes~ agents Bfe now busy oirou
Illtjpll'.~petition8 asking the admission of 
Utllb,,into the Union, so tbe.t the Blatt may 
make polygamy "lega]," and put a atop to 
the alimony buainess. 

Br. R. D. Cottam, wrHing from St. Louis, 
SByS tbe two BrlgbamHe Elders s6nt thither 
from th II October Conference, had lert for 
Pittsburgh, beclluse "they oould do no go od 
here. n We predict that It will be no belter 
for them In the latter place. Polygamy, 
sinoe It haa been owned by B. Yorng to be 
"illegal," has lost its charm, for common 
Iinn~TI, and the "blood atonement" doc~rine, 
as developed by the Lee trial, Is too 81ronl! 
for them, and the "Adam God" tenet, 10-
gether with the pomposity of tbe Utah 
priesthood, inclines people to regard the 
wbole system 11.8 a burlesque upon God and 
religion.::::;; :::------. 

r- ....... - .. -"'" 
Rule ninth of tbe Drighllmite "United O~ 

der" provides liS follows: "And when once 
fully identified with said order will oontrllOt 
no debts oontraryto the lvi8he8 oC the board 
of directors." And a similar inatiLntion 
prol'ides as (ollo .. s: .. And that no man 
migbt buy or sell (or do business) san he 
tbllt had the mark, or name of the beast." 
-Rev. 18: 17. 
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The Messenger' 
Ofthe Reorga.nized Church of Jesns Christ of Latter Day Suintt;, 

Th~ Truth .. lmU 1Iluk~ you j.'ree.-JI.US. 

SALT LAKE CITY, TUAH, JANUARY, 1876. No.3. 

lIislory of the Ucorgnllizn1ioll of tho 
Church of Jcsus Christ of I,atter 

Day Slliuls.-CUAl'. 111. 
The results of Dr. Powell's mission is 

ghen in bis own worus in n leHer to J. W. 
Driggs, as follows: 

"Wben I found Dr. Deam, he did not 
fight your leller or revelation, ns he was 
evidently tired of Strang's rule, a. he was 
hunling up lcelimony about lhe one-eyed 
prophet, but feU iu with it. 'fben '1'1" coun· 
seled what was tbe best way to ellVG Jir. 
Gurley and lbe branch be presided over, 
from the evils of StrnngisUl. KnoWing he 
had great influence in ths brancb, we 
thought proper to Inbor with him privately, 
and on February ~3J We' went to ilee biOI 

'I!>nd lllid tho matter before him aB pillin 118 

we eould; but be could not Hee it 118 wo uid. 
We went 10 work dif(ging, (Dr. Gurley was 
engaged wiLD II Dr. Newkirk o.lso in mining), 
oloee by, o.uu SIlW him almost every dny for 
two weeks; still ho did nol yield lhe point. 
At length I hecame impatient, and went 10 
Dr. Gurley snd laid him if he did not go to 
preaching lind expose Strangism, I would 
do it. His reply waa, 'If you do, I will 
give you lin 0.11· 10' pieces whipping.' I 
slIid, 'My sboulders aro broad and I had 
rllthe1' take your whipping Iban.to go awny 
and nol wnrn the people.' He wenl with 
rue b",ck where I had left Dr. Donm; aud 
finally, bofore I left him, be promised me 
he would gel his nook of Doctrine lind 
Covenants lind go to prellcbing lineal pricst· 
hood. On these conditione I left him, and 
went tu Wiogville, where I found Dr. John 
Cunningham. And from Ihere 10 Potosi and 
Britl8h Hollow, in Grant County. (Wiscon. 
sin). where I found Dr. Samuel D1~ir, and 
Dr. Ethan Oriflitb. Tbe reBult was, they 
1111 oame inlo the cburch; and I returned 
to Yellowstone about tbe first of June. And 
Ill'. Gurley hlld turned tbe whole branch. 
He did not lose a membor, anil tbere Wll8 
p:rcnt r~joicing in the brllnch, to think that 
God was going to call upon one of tbe seed 
of Josepb Smith. I wns tben on my wily 
baok to Deloit, to attend the firat Confer· 
ence beld by the Ueorgllnized Church; if 
you remember Dr. Gurley came wilh me. 
Yours in tbe faith of the gospel, 

"DAYID POWELL." 
This intenal between 111'. Powell's de· 

parture from the Yellowstone Dranch, IIbout 
April 6th, lind his return about tbe first of 
Juno, is marked by a complete revolution 
in the brllnch, tbrough tho joint labors of 
Brl). Dellm, Gurley lIud Newkirk. It was 
in the fllmily of tho laUer tbat tho first 1I11' 
swers were given through the gifts relative 
to the movement going on i which is here 
given in "pl'. Gurloy'8 own words. 

"A few days after we had entered inlo 
this OOVOnllllt, while Dr. Newkirk was in 
secret prayer. the 1I0ly Spiril. rested upon 
him; he nt·ouo and spake in tongues, and 
Blarled homeward. spekklng in tongues and 
praiaing God. III. wif~ henrd bim, and 
met him, and Bhortly aflnward sbu received 
the same gift and blessing. These gifh 
were tbe first fruits of the reformation," (in 
that branch.) 

In speaking of an outpouring of lhe 
Spirit a few daYB aCter tbla, in whioh hiB 
own family were partakers, he S8Y8 : 

"it IIppeared 10 rna that the enlira room 
was filled with the lIoly Spirit. Shortly 
lifter I requested tbem all 10 join with me 
in Raking the Lord to tell U8 who Ihe 8UC· 

Cessor of J oscph Smith W1l8? I felt anxious 
to know, Ibal I might bear a faitbful testi· 
many. We spent a few momenls in prnyer, 
wlten the Holy Spirit declared, 'The 8UO' 

oe880r of Joseph Smitb is Joaeph Smith, tI.e 
BOil of Joaoph Smitb, Ibe prophet; il is his 
right by lineage, saitb the Lonl your God.''' 

Immediately lifter thi~, Dr. Gurley writes 
II leller 10 J. W. Driggs in tbe fullness of 
his joy, in wbieh he saye, "We have reo 
ceived evidence of your reveilltion," and 
propo8ed thllt we ehould clIll II conferenoe 
10 rueot on tbe fir8~ of Juno. After some 
oorrespoudenco with diU'erent brllnohes, it 
WIIS sellled to meet in conference on the 
12th of June, at lbe Newark Dranch, in 
Ihe lown of Deloit, Wie. The Sainls in 
union with the movement were notified; 
and wben tbe lime arrived a goodly nUDl
bel' had galhered, and gave proof of tbe 
deep rooted r.onviotion tbat the hand of the 
Lord Wll8 upon them to acoomplish his own 
work i but tbe edent of tbe work WIIB but 
imper(coUy liean. r'gr .the legalit,. ot U ... ' 
oonferenco, however, tbe Ja.w requiring 
"tbe Eldera of this Churoh" to meeL in 
Conference once in thre8 months, or from 
time to time, was the warrant; since tbe 
entire movemont from the first was based 
upon the rejection of all orga·nizations and 
leaders, and tbe belief tbaL God would, "in 
his own due time," raise up a sucoessor and 
re·establish his Churcb, whicb lime was 
believed to be closo lit hand. 

On tbe first and parL of tbe second day 
of the oonference, a generlll survey of the 
condition of tbings reilltive to the Cburoh, 
its rejection, and the numerous false shep· 
herds that had arisen, WQ~ taken by Z. H. 
Gurley, S. n. Driggs, A. White, D. Powell, 
J. W. Driggs, lind otbers, who addressed 
tbe conference. After whioh the following 
resolutions were offered; und severally dis· 
O)usseil, and unanimously IIdopled, to·wU: 

Re~olverl, Tbllt this Conference regllrd 
the pretentions of Drigham YouDg, James 
J. Strang, James Collen llrew8ter, lind Wi!. 
liam'I!!,'itb and Josoph Wood's joint claims 
to the le'd:lersbip of the Churob of Jesus 
Christ Cir LaUer DIlY Baints, a8 an assump
tion oJ power, in viollltion of the law of 
God; and oonsequently we disclaim all 
connection and fellowship with them. 

Rttolved, TbaL the 8uooessor of Joseph 
Smith, Junior, liS tbe Presiding lIigh Priest 
in the Melchisedeo Priesthood, must of ne-
008sity be of the seed of J osepb Smith, Jun
ior, in fuUillmenL of..ll!! law lind promises 
of God. 

Re4Q/verl, Thllt a~ tbe offioe of First Presi. 
dent of the Church grows out of the author· 
ity of the Presiding Higb Priest in the high 
priesthood, no person can leglllly lay claim 
to the office of First President ofthe Cburch, 
without .. preTiou8 ordination to the preli
denoy of the bigh priuthood. 

Ruoilltrl, Thllt we recognile the ",tidily 

of 1I11legal ordinations in tbis Cburcb, lind 
will fellowship 1111 such 88 have thuB beon 
ord14ined, while acting within Ihe purvielT 
of Bucb authority. 

lIe$o/ved, Tbat we believe III lit the Churoh 
of Cbriat, orgllnized on tbetitbdllY of April, 
A.D. 1830, exials as on tbllt day, wberever 
six or more Sainls 111'0 organized, according 
to the paltern in the Book of Doctrine and 
Covonants. 

Reso/t'ed, Tbat tbe whole lRw of lhe 
Churob of Jesus Obrist is oonlained in tbe 
Dible, Book of l\Iormon, Rnd Book of Doo. 
trine and Covenants, 

lIuo/Utrl, 'i'hat in tbe opinion of lhie Con· 
ference, Ih ere i. no elate to which the 
Saints on this oontinent are commanded to 
gather at the present time i Dut that the 
Su.ints on all other )Imd'l! lire commanded to 
gatber to this land, preparatory to the re
oHtabliebment of the Church in Zion; when 
tbe scattered Saints on tbis land will aleo 
be oommanded to gilt her and retllrn to Zion, 
and to Iheir inheritlloces, in fulfillment of 
tho promisee of God; and it is Ihe duty of 
tho Sainte to luru tbeir hearts and their 
fnces towllrds Zion, lind supplicate the Lord 
God for slIch deliverance. 

Re$olved, '1'hllt we will, to the extent of 
our ability and means, commuuioate to all 
the scattered Sainle Ihe sentiments contain· 
~d jll t~c foregoillg resGiulioni. . 

Resolt'erl. Tbat this Conferenoe believe it 
the duty of ths mders of Ihis Church, (who 
have heen legally ordained), to cry repent
ancp and remission of ains to Ihia genera· 
tion, through obedience to lhe gospel, as reo 
vealed in tbe record of Ihe Jews, Dook oC 
Mormon, lind Dook of Doctrine and Cove· 
nants; !lnd nol faint in' lhe discharge of 
duty. 

After which in purauaDoe Lo lhe 8lh reso· 
lution, it was molioned, seoonded and cllr· 
ried unanimQusly, tbat a committee of three 
be appointed to wdte a pamphlet, (based 
upon lbe foregoing resolutions), entitled, 
"A Word of Consolation to the Scaltered 
Saints." Wbereupon };lders .Jason W. 
Driggs, Zelll\s If, Gurley, lind John lIar
rington wer~ appointed said oommittee. 

, Tbis oloseil Ihe business oC the Confer
enoe, and IIflcr sOlue!desultory remarks and 
exhortations from Dr. Z. H. Gurley and 
olhers, H adjourned on lhe enning of June 
13lh, after s. session of two days, to meeL aL 
the Yellowalone Drlluch of the Church, in 
Lafayette Counly, Wisconsin, on the 6th of 
October following. 

Tbe position taken by tbis Conferenoe 
was, it must be seen, an anomaloua one. 
All similar assemblages or hodioa convened 
.. nd aeted under t he call of alc&.der or head; 
hul this aoknowledged none. OtherB wero 
the resulls of .s. prOfeBslid head. Thi. was 
s. preoeding, or preparatory to an expeoted 
hejl.d;. an4 the epitbet of being "a heaillell8 
body" was freely cast at tbe bretbren. Yet 
to ,Ihelll was viAihle tbe tokens of dh'ine 
oare; whiob, like the cloud of tbe Bin "of .. 
mr:n's hand" to the IIncient prophet. oon-

• ~ed their faith, that whllt blld been prom'ii' ~ would surely be fulfilled, in "the due 
t . e of the Lord." And they were deter-

Dtd 10 walt and prepare for tbat "Ume." 
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10 THE MESSENGER .. 

JASON OW. DRIGGS EDITOR. 

:."Sl:<'P my paper:" We only bless our stars 
that the examples of the "dark ages" was 
not fully carried out, when they bUrned 
writings ,~nd ,writers also. 

Salt Lake City, Jannary, 1876. 

PRE-EXISTENCE-AN EXPLANA-
TION. " 

IT sooms, from 8 couple of letters from 
brethren, that we failed to mnke onrself 
llnderstood on one point at lellBt, in this 
IIrticle, "Pre-Existence," in the comment 
upon Eeclesiastes 12: '1, in N 0.12, of MES

SENGER; where we 8re understood to say 
thatthe spirit on JeaTing the body at death 
is "not personal, or as Buch conscious," &c. 
Now the intention was to stille tbis, as a 
necessary inference from tbe argument 
based upon that text, by the' advocates of 
pre.existence; hence proved too much for 
them, and not as our belief. On the eon
trary, we helieve that the spirit baving 
been formed, and endowed with conscious. 
ness, will retain that form and conscious. 
ness after the body is dissolved, and for
ever, unless the second death consume 
them, or reduce them to Buch state tIS is 
called being "as though they had not been." 
While we consider that pre.existence i, not 
and fl8!!01" ilia! a doctrine of the Church; to 
affirm it or deny it is but tlie expression 
of individual opinion respecting wbich all 
parties are entitled to unquestioned liberty. 

Pre.existence may be, and dQubtless is, 
entertained by some, without· injury to 
anyone, but when it is made the stepplng
stone to a system so unscriptural and antl
scriptural, unreasonable and immoral, a8 
has been the case here, and wherever 
Brigham ism exists, then it beeomes pernio 
cious and deserves condemnation, like aU 
other errors tllat are productive of mischief. 

IN answer to enquiries respecting tlie 
Chapel Fund, we answer. Those who 
wish to contribute to this object, can, 
lIB will Buit their convenience best, scnd 
tbeil' eontributions to the Bishop, I. L, 
Rogers, Sandwich, Illinois, to the Herald 
Ofllce, or to 11S at Plano, lllinois. We 
already have Ii list of names of Buch as 
have offered assistance, Bnd some means 
paid In, and shall be glad to add to it the 
llllmes of such as lire willing to "Cllst their 
bread upon the waters" in this matter. 

We 8hnll be pleased to receive renewals 
of lIubscriptions nnd new ones for TnE 
}tEssENOER. Direct to J. W. Briggs, 
Plano, Kendall Co., Illinois. 

We can supply back numbers of JIlES

SENGER, e;r~.pt numbers 2 and 3. 
Tract, ".Basis of Polygamy," 25 cents 

.per dozeD. 
, .:-. ~ .: ' . I . ;"r 

THE .1IIESBE~fER BURNED. 
~. 

BR. A. BENNET, or Beaver, Utah, writes: ' 
"Please stop TuJ!l ME81!ENOER directed 

to George Orton, and send It to W. Lan
caster, Washington, Utah. The reason for 
this cbange is, 1tIr. Orton ngrecd that' if I 
would send for the paper for him, he would 
read ~t"and lend it to hisbeighbors; In. 
stead of that he burned 11.." , " • 

That Is nn ans",er to THE ~1:E881:1'I0ER th~t 
we can't ref';lie. It is an emph811is lIpon, 

-~-",.""'--'''''----
. ' 

A BRioniMiTE Elder declines Investiga. 
tlon 11'1 PCOl'ii. We take the following 
from the Pe<J1'ia Tramcript: 

"TWO CLASSES OF MORMONS. 
. "Edllor Tranarript:"':'-Your Issue of De. 

cember 21st contalDB an article in which 
one B. F. Cummings, a representative of 
the Salt Lake lIormona, oflers to deliver a 
lecture in Peoria, if sufficient enccmrage. 
ment is offered. 

"As a representative of the Heorganlzed 
ChuTch of J eaus Christ ofLo.tter Day Saints, 
I offer the followillg propositions to lIIr. 
Cummings: . 

"We will provide Mr. Cummings a hall, 
free of charge i also advertize llis lecture 
for him, provided he will take the rostrum 
lind advocate and defend the most promi. 
nent views of Ihe people he represents, 
such as polygamy, Aaam.(Jod, blood atone· 
ment, &c. Provided, farlhcr, that :blr. 
Cummings will remain after his lecture 
and listen to a refutation of bis arguments 
offered in support of those views, by those 
of the Reorganized Church. 

"J. A. ROllINSON, 
"Presiding Ehler Peoria Branch of the He. 

organized Church of Latter Day Saints." 
"TilE !ron~roN DISCUSSION. 

"CANTON, 111.. Dec. 26th, 1875. 
"Editor Trml8Cript:-Though I hold my

self in readiness to accept propositions 
from respectable Ilmi respon.llible parties 
for deJlvering public lecture~, or discus
sions, upon the history of the Church of 
Jesus Uhrist of Latter Day Saints, or in 
~: weidation and defens6'of all doctrines ad. 
vocated by thnt Church, I am constrained 
to disregard the proposition for me to lee
ture, contained in your issue of Ihe 22d 
lnst. lly reasons for so doing are good 
and specific, prominent among them being 
my. peculiar eftim~t.i0n of tile so.urce from 

, which the propOSitIOn In question clime. 
I respectfully subscribe myself, yours, etc., 

"11, F. CuMMINO~, Jr." 

"REPLY TO EJ,DEIt cu],unNOS. 
"PEOItIA, Dec. 28, 1875. 

"Editor 1'1'allBcript:-In your Issue of 
this morning, we sec 11 note from the pen 
of 1IIr. B. F. Cummings, Jr., of Utab, In 
roply to our offer to furnish him a hall 
free of cost, to lectur!l in, provided h~ 
would consent to an investigation of the 
peculiar doctrines held by the people he reo 
presents. In his refusal to accept our offer, 
he endeavors to hide his cowardice behind 
tbe specious plen of respectability and re
sponsibilitr. We had supposed that any
thing outside of Utah was in danger of 
)lavlng its respectability tarnished by com. 
ing in contact with the dcfenders of Its 
nastiness. We are permanent residents of 
Peoria, and lire willing tltnt our respecta. 
bilityand responsibility be submitted to 
the severest tests. We think with Mr 
Cummings, however, that he bas good and 
specific reasons for not aecel>ting our chal
lenge, prominent among them beiflg his 
pec\1liar' estimation of tbe source from 
whicb it comes, Yes, that "peculiaT 
source" is what troubles him. lIe knows 
full well that that "peculiar source" hold 
In their possession the documents and evl. 
dence tbat can ahow up Utah }[orinonism 
In a\1 its naked dcformlty, and he will 
find In every city snd hamlet, nil over tltls 
brolld land, those who will meet him with 
challenrll similar to those we have made 
blm, til he will, no doubt, get disgusted 
with tile "peculiar 80urce" that annoys him 
80, and return to hisbcloved brother, Btig' 
ham.· . " .1. B. PATTERSOIC:,' , 

J. A. ROBINlIOl'I, 
ln behalf of the True LaUer Day SlIints. 

)[r. Ctiml:nings was rigbt in declining. 
(he belongs 10 a declining priesthood). up. 
on two distinct grounds. First, those who 
sent him tell him be must do no such 
thing. Second, Mr. Cummings knew very 
well that be could not defend those tenet!!. 
of lIr1ghllmlsm, and it were wiser not ta
try. . ... . 

WILL IT PAn 

Tms question Is asked with an emphllBia. 
when measures arise involving an outlay 
of money; but is seldom Rsked at all 
when tbe outlay involves only lime. and 
ye_ it is nn American proverb, that "Time is 
money." Elders arc nppointed, or request
ed, to drop their ordinary business, which 
implies a loss of profits and a cutting on' or 
Bupplies, to a greater or less extent, from 
whole families, and onen it means a sacri
fice, in extent that none cl\n appreciate but 
those who have tried it, to go upon mis
sions to preach the gospel, to minister in 
the word and spiritual things, and no queS
tion is l"lIised about its paying In "the resur
rection of tile just." Why is nn earlier re
turn asked for nn outlay of money? Why 
the discrimination between time and 
money! Is it because the poor can make 
the sacrifice of time, and cnn wnit, while 
the rich c.an not alford to walt so long? 

.. - .. 
DIsCOIlr8C of Brigham You III' 

llild COIiUlient. 
Discoutl!:9 of Brigb!J:!! Young, deli'ryred 

in Ihe Rfcllt Tabernacle, at Salt Lake City. 
on Sunday, during the Bllssion of the Octo
ber Conferenoe, of 1870, before a8~embled 
thousands, a8 reported In the Dutro! Xere., 
of Tuesday, Ootober 19th last: 

"I want to 81ly a few worda upon thal pe
culiar subject or dootrine about which 80-

much iB said, I mean celestinl mnrri!\ge. I 
want to tell the whole world that the So.ints 
of God are under the neoessily of doing just 
what they are doing in this capacity, in 
order to carry out I be mind and will of 
God. Now 1 will tell you Ihe reasona wby, 
Bnd I want you 10 cRrry them to the end of 
tbe earth. * * * Man, not woman Ie the 
king, lord and governor of this earth. * .. * 
Tb arll thousands Bnd 

wil receive t e 
era an 

Ihan 0 0 

for if the were not to do 80 a reat man 
women never con attain to I e same e:1:Il . 
lation hereafter, they would not ho.n tbe 
glory ot propnglltio their a coiee no'd fill
in~ worlds and belDg assocIate wit _ tho 
K2!!S, Dut to prevent them being thllP cuL 
off hereafter, the Elders of Iarael, who are 
obedient to the priesthood, are under the 
necessity of laking those who present them
selves and who wish to be sCllled to m~n. 
Now, 0, yo inhabitanls of the earth, * .. * 
nery one of yon take R wife 10 sa-.e U9 Ibe 
oare, and share wllh U8 in this .blessing. 
We are wllling any day for this' do not 
want to deprin olber men or· th~ir glorr 
and their rights, but we lire under the ne
cessity of taking them, for it is Ihe com~ 
Mandment of the Lord 10 Uft. SbAn the
daughter! of En be placed III l!. posUioQ 
that they shall be deprh'ed M the highest 
degrell of exaltation herenller? No, no. 
* .... This doctrine is introduoed among 
the children of men, and it must be catried 
out and obeyed, and who shall hinder it, 
for th.e Lord hilS commllnded it, and whe> 
sbllil 8IIy It shall Dl)t be 80' * .... I WILnl 
you to hear, 0, ye J,atter Day Sa:illts, I\Ild 
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-THE MESSENGER. 

all ye inhabitants of the earlb, wbo believe 
in Christ, you 10 wbom tbia dootrine is oom
milled, if ye nject it yo will be damned, 
aailh tbe Lord your God. And you, d!'ugb
tera of )srael, thougb your husbanda may 
noL do righL in a1\ things, and you may aee 
tbaL Ibey do not walk aY Sainls, never oon
tend against Ibia dootrine, never. speak 
against it, never bave a feeling against it. 
* * * If your fathers and busbands do noL 
do righL, have faitb and uk God 10 remove 
tbem out ef tbe way, and noL to stay 10 
allliot you. * '" .:< We muaL live ao tbaL we 
do lhoae tbings reuuired of us. This is de
manded aL our banda. * * * lVe must seek 
unto tbe Lord IIntil we become united 
enough 10 rilUke us mighty, slrong lind 
powerful. * ,. * Tbis is the only people on 
the earth Ihlll holds Ihe prieslhoJ.1 of Ibo 
Son of God and tho kaya Ihereof. * '" '" If 
the question be asked, Are we. willing 10 
bear and obey lind give aU we hue for Ihe 
kingd~m 1 Yes; nnd your humble servant 
ia a8 willing 118 any man or woman in tbis 
kingdom; no me.n ce.n be more willing than 
he is. Come, let UB be one. ,", * * If we 
obey Ihe oommandments of Ood, we need 
have no feara of lTba~ eartb and bell olin 
do." 

Tbe above is a -.ery flne exbibit of the 
kind of food that lhe Hooky Mounlain 1Il0r
mons feasL upon, wbillh tendalo oonsolidllte 
lind glo~s Ibem over with the belief Ibat 
they hold the "keys i" Ihnt Ihey are tba 
Lord's favored and tbe most virtuous Bons 
upon whom blesaings descend. It also 
show8 the ignoranoe, stupidity or perfidy; 
or all combined of those wbo Rssume to di
reot, diotate and rule Ih.080 who are content 
to do as they are laid. N elhing but bllre 
assertions are presented, 

~'ho notion that mlln i9 king, lord and 
governor of this world, is a very essential 
assumed standpoint 10 take. Women have 
nothing to do then but to "do a8 they are 
told." Tbis point gained, to please her 
lord-comply wilh llis wishes, she submits 
to tbe awful demand of entering plural 
marriage. 

"Thousanda and millions or females who 
will reoeive the gospel, whose husbands, 
Calhers and molhera will rejeot it." This 
will "crowd Lhe Elders of Israel'- into tak
ing more women. Why not wait, friend 
Drigbam, until Ihe emergency ariacs-Ihe 
"thousands and millions" proscnt them
sslves. The Elders seem to be in basle 10 

be "crowded" into tbis benevolent enter
pri~e. In Utab Ihe males arc in excess of 
tbe females. This literally lakes the stim
ulus out of your logio. No crowding is oall
ed for. Wbet is )10n6 in the enlargment 
line must be volunteered witbout a neces
sity. The kind-hear led Eldels are gelLing 
themselves in II fix without even II semblance 
of nn excuse. 

W hill a burthen and yoke is resting upon 
those seif'sacrifioing Elders.! Under tbe 
painful necessity of "taking all those who 
present tbemselves," that they ·may show 
~hemselves heroes or their ·raoe, and tha 
paol' femalo fail not in propagating her 
apecies and Iho Iilling of worlde. Brigham 
feels the burLhen, and in the agony of hie 
:aoul he ories aloud Cor help. Hear him: 
"0, ye inhabitants of the earth-everyone 
01 you tAke II wife to 8a'l:0 us the oaro" of 
taking all of tbe womlln. Some years ago, 
..,hen in Ibe heigth of life, Brigham thougbt 
he could do all ot this busin8s& 01 . taking 

the women, in exoess, and so slart
ed in o.ooordingly; bllt now wbile age preY8 
upon: him, and Ihe sande of life are about 
run out, while he i8 ready to exolalm, "All 
is vanity," his benevolenoe beoomes sud
denly aroused, and he is willing that tbe 
whole world ahould ahare in hiB grlloiou8 
work of laking wives, How Iheac over 
burlhened Elders must heave and sigb 
wbile wrapped in pensive mood upon this 
great suhjeot, of infinite moment, in wbioh 
the future destiny of so many is at Slake. 
Eternal oonsequenoes, awful lind a8toundiug 
in their nnlure, are hel'e left in the hands 
of II few VIIBcilating lind whimsioal Elders. 
A misa move-to baok down-Ihrow up tbe 
sponge-and Ihe futuro life and glory of 
the helpless female, although a lifo of 
prayer, chastity lind good wOl'ks had been 
hers, would rade as the darkness before tbe 
rising sun-eternal night would enolose her 
now hopeful being in ita ebony folds, and 
abe. poor thing, would go down 10 riae no 
more, wbile kingdoms and worlds would 
be but emptiness and void. All of this, and 
more loa, because forsooth, Drighllm's El
ders did nol stand up in the barness alld 
&<lvt to their 1ltierlllod. 

"We do not desire 10 deprive anyone of 
his glory, (by taking his wife), "iI. ia the 
commllndment of Ood to U8," 

The oommandments of Ood are: 
"Cleave nnto bis wife, and they twain 

shall be olle IIcsb."-Dible. 
"There abllll 1I0L any mon alDong you 

have save it be ono wjfo,~'-Dook of Mor
mOil. 

"Tbou shalt love Ihy wife with all tby 
hearl, and eleale unlo her and none else." 
-Dook of Covenants. 

Yet in tbe faoa of tbeso eJidonces, Brig
ham Young has the brazen lIudaoiLy to say 
to assembled tbousands, "It is the oom
mandment of Ood to us." DeUer say it is 
the oommandment of D. Young, whioh he 
"reoeived for himself and kept to himself," 
unUl made public in l8o:!, in the Seer, at 
Wasbington City. 

"Daughters of Eve be deprived of tbeir 
higbest exaltation hereafter? No, no," 
oriea Brigham. No, flO, 110, e:a:olaim all the 
sympatbetio Elders j easier for a mother to 
forget her Buoking ohild than for them to 
cry anything but no; though awfully 
"orowded" and pressed in tho laudable 
work of ae.ving the ·'thousands and mil
lions" of helpless females who han len 
their husbands, beoause they did not 
hold the "keys" lind oome to Utah to wing 
their way to Paradiso, by hanging on to the 
skirla of a Mormoll preaoher. .If the poor 
females are not saved, it will not be because 
unliring zeal and persnering effort have 
not been put fortb by Drigham a!ld his aids. 
Tbey are determined that hlanle shall nol 
attaoh to them. 

"If 1e reject it ye will be damned, 8aith 
the Lord yOUl' God." What God it is that 
thus maketh manifeet iL Is difficult to toll. 
It is olear, howner, that it ill not the God 
of the Dible, Dook of Morin on, or Doolrine 
and Covenants; Cor the God or thoBe boob 
oommands monogamy IIlId di8approYea of 
polygamy, 88 shown above. It. oould not 

. have been Adam i (although Jlrighllm,Y ou~g 
811YS he is II god) j for we· oan not oOllsist-

11 

believe tbat he would teach one thing 
and pl"lIotice anotuer; lind it is plain Ihat 
he was II monllgamist,-oontent with one 
rib, Wbo is tbis God, then, Ihu talks 
tbualy? It must be the god Brigbam, for 
he olaimetb to be a God; and A8 lhe God of 
Israel has never deigned to reveal hiUlself 
to Ihe god Brigbam, it must be that Ihe god 
Brigham has Ihus effused in hia own name. 

IO])aughters of hracl. Ibough YOllr hus
bands mny noL do right in all tbings, [by 
not laking lIloro women). tlo not walk liB 
Sainls, [by nol oulling tloe throats of Ibose 
women who oppose tb~1Il tnking more] 
never conlend against tbia doctrine, never 
spenk agnin"t it, never hnve a feeling against 
it.1t 

Aye, Ibere's tbe rub. In Ihe outset 
the Ehlers wore "crowded into the neces
aily" of laking more women: now things 
al"e reveraed, lind we hllve, whllt are Ihe 
facta, tbe }]iders crowuing I be females, Bnd 
tbey are oounseled noL to bavti n "feeliug 
against lL j" but keep '1uiet, be exnlled
enlarged, and BlIYed, at all bazards-pass 
tho gods and the angels and till worlda wilh 
Ibe living. 

"If your husbands do not do right, have 
faitb, and ask god, [BrigbalD], to remove 
them out of. your WilY," by sending the 
DanUlls anel' tbem and either cutting their 
Ihl'oals, cbasten them, or bolb, and "he 
who is IIppoinled unlo Ihis power" will 
citbel· take or give you to 80me bouy elec. 
"This is dema.nded at. our hands." ··If tho 
question be !lsked, Are we willing 10 hellr, 
obey und give all wo hllve for Ibe kingdom? 
Yes;" ye8, YES, halloo all the polygamist 
llishopa and office holders Ibroughout lhe 
Territory, whose harems are s\Varming with 
women and cbildren cl'ollking for bnad and 
meat. "Your humhle sorvanl, [quothe 
Brigbllm], is as willing as any man or wo
man in this kingdom; no men can be moro 
willing tban he is." Willing 10 do what? 
To give all. 1'0 whom 1 The l'rustee-in 
Trust. Who ill he? Drigham Young. "No 
mllll oanbo more willing than he is," Ihat 
every body sbould give "all we have" 10 

the Trustee-in-Trus!. "Come, let U8 be 
olle." Dut the Trustee is tbe ONE who cal
ries tbe "bag." 

"It we obey, we need have no feara wbat 
earth and bell oan do;" i. e., tbe Joaephilos 
and the government of the United SI8ollls
do their best and we will conquer. Paul 
oounseled obedience to the civil government. 
The Seer said Ihat "be that keepeth the 
law of God, hilS no n·eed to brellk the lllw of 
the land." The la IV of the land 
makes Ihe practioe of polygamy a orim
inal on'enso j the law of God repudiates 
it BS excessively wicked lind a Hcrime;" 
yet tbe bogus President of tbe Uocky Moun
tains bas Ibo audaci/y 10 defy bolh of lheBe 
IIIW8 alld insist on his followera entering 
the plural relations, enforced with Ibe ter
rible imprecations of damnation, if Ibey do 
nol. 

What is more asl aunding IInil ma.rvelous 
still is, Ih~t tbe federal officers of .Iho gen
oral government will look on, aghast, wlllcb.· 
ing the progress of Ibis terrible work of do
flanoe of law I and 100 timid to inDict upon 
Ihe wrong doer the just penalties provided 
by our civil statutes. Why is tbiB thus T 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



12 . THE· MESSE.NGER. 

Did Brigham pro.e himself II. prophet in~ 
deed wben he aaid, "Give me plenty of 
money Bnd I will buy the whole United 
Btates T" Wbere are our Is.ws of equs.\ily 

. of citizonship? Why Ihis greo.~ favor lind 
apecis.lty given to s. few who CBn with im
punity defy Ihe_Iaws that must be honored 
Bnd obeyed by. other citizens 7 Wby this 
discriminalion In the land of the free, 
wbere equal jtlstice should be meted oullo 
all, Blld Ibe wrong doer not go unpunish
ed. We demRnd an IInswer r Why is tbis 
BBcril~ge Bnd IreBson winked .. t by high of-
ficials? WM. H. KELLBY. 

--------.~-.~.~-----
liard Swcaring, Short Memory and 

Tanglcd Stories, Under Oath, by 
Orson PrAtt and Mayor Wells. 

Upon tbe trial of George Reynolds, laB~ 
spring, in the Third DiBtriot Courl, on the 
chBrge of PolygBmy, IIInyor Welle was pu~ 
upoh the wilness stand to prove ~he mar
riage alleged to hBve ocourred II. few 
mon~hs prcviously, and solemnized by him
self; bu~ he swore IhB~ he knew nothing 
about ii, could not remember s. thing vit .. l 
to the oase. Dut on the tenth of Deoember 
he was again put upon oatb, when he 
swears ths.~ he did, at tbe time and pilioe 
alleged, pertorm the oeremony constituting 
the plurs.1 mBrriage. Tbislaw-Bbiding citi
zen, the mayor of BIII~ Luke City, did thus 
aid the pBrlies in violBting the Is.w of tbe 
ls.nd, which forbids plurs.l mlluiBge, and 
mllkes it s. crime. And he further swellrs 
thBt polygBmy is II. fundBmentBI doctrine 
s.nd dogms. of the 1II0rmon Church; thBt he 
hBS been s. member of the Church sinoe 
1830; ths.t polygamy, though he knew of it 
in 1842 or 1843, ws.s not published; ths.t is, 
not known to the Churoh BS s. body, until 
some ten yelns Bfler, Bnd ths.t the pena\l.y 
for refusing to become s. polygamist WBS 
"ds.mnalion." But how it oould be s. fun
damentBI doctrine of the Church for ten 
yellrs, without the Churoh knowing U, he 
did not tell. There WBS s. published dogms. 
of the Church during this ten yeBrs, BDJi 
for ten yenrs pre.iously, Bnd for twenty 
yes.rs since, which reads BS follows: 

"There sh .. 11 no~ Bny man among you 
hllve S3ve it be one wife, s.nd oonoubines he 
shall hs.ve none." 

When waa tbis repes.led Bnd the other 
adopted. Besides, we learn OJ. the author
ity of Joseph Smith, that in 1842 this slime 
D. H. Wells WBS not s.t tbs.t time a !IIormon. 
Here is the stl\tement, "Daniel H. Wells is 
nn old residen~ in this pls.ce, .[Nauvoo], 
and Is not a lIIormon."-Timt8 and Suuom, 
(Aug. I, 1842), vol. 3, pRge 674; Mil/oltnial 
Star, .01. 3, pRge·107. Mr. Wells. did you 
s.postatize between 183V and 1842 i Or 
were you, like polygamy, s. fundaments.l 
pillar in the Churcb, but neither Joseph 
nor the Cburch knew it? "What s. pity 
ths.t lying. (and swes.ring to it), is a sin," 
when i~ is so neoessBry II refuge for Brig
hamlsm! 

Upon tbs.t SBme lris.1 laBt spring, Orson 
Pre.ll 'II'as pu~ upon the stBnd Bnd question
ed oonoerning ·the records of such plurlll 
marriages. And Mr. Prlltt swore Ihs.t i'he 
did not know whether there were Bny reo
ords kept or DOt, or If lhere were, he did 

no~ know who kep~ them." He didn'~ know 
anytbing abou~ it. Ye~ Mr. Pra~~ Bays in 
tbe Ster, pages 31 and 32, upon this subjeot: 

"When the day setapartfor the solemniza
tion of the marriage oeremony hBS auhed, 
tbe bridegroom Bnd his wife, also the bride, 
[~bat iB, tbewould-be Hagar], together 
witb their relativeB, and Buoh other gueBts 
11.8 may be invited, aBsemble at the place 
whioh they have appointed, the scribe tben 
prooeed!! to tBke the names, ages, native 
town, oounties, stBte Bnd oountries of the 
pBrlies to be married, whioh he oarefully 
enters on reoord; [and after the ceremony] 
the soribe then enLers on the general reo
ord the dllte Rnd place of ma~riage, togclh: 
1lr with the names of two or three of the 
witnesses who were present." 

A good Brighamile sister, upon reading 
Mr. Pratt's testimony the nex~ day, oried 
out, "Why did Br. Orson sw~ar to that lie! 
Why didn't he loll the trulh?" Dut it is 
not left for echo 10 answer why? Isaiah, 
the prophet hBS answered: 
. "Beoause Y'on hBve said, we hnve made a 
oovenant with death, lind with hell· we nre 
a~ lin IIgreement-we have made li'3 our 
rtfuge, lind under fal3ehood hllve we hid onr-
selvee."~lsBiBh 28: 16. . 

And yet these men, with the brRZcn ef
frontery of the Bon of Perdition, tBlk IIbout 
oondemning the world by their teBtimony ! 
Mr. Wells lind Prntt, your testimony, ex
oept you repen~, JUBtifies your oonBignement 
IImong thoBe outside of the celeBtial cily, 
with the "dogs lind whoBoever loveth and 
mllketh a lie."-Rev. 21: 16. ------__ .~~-4.~--

nloo(l. Atonement. 
A oorrespondent enquires, "WbBt do you 

mean by blood atonement! I do not un
derstlmd the dootrine.'· 

We hB1'8 used the phrBse, "Blood Atone
ment," to signify II. doctrine held by Brig
hllm Young Bnd his oonfedere.~es, the senS8 
of wbioh is, that some persons can not be 
sllved without being killed firs~, 'II'hen their 
smoking blood ascends to hellven s.nd is s. 
swee~ smelling ss.vor to the olfaotories of 
the God who reigns there, and who being 
IIppeased by smelling bis blood, will take 
him to bimself. We offered IBSt winter to 
ts.ke the negs.tive of this dootrine in II pub
lio diBoussion in Bs.1t Ls.ke City, Bgllinst 
Orson Prall s.nd D. H. Wella; the (Jlle, s. 
Brighs.mile Apo.slle; the o~hlir, s. BrighBm
ite Counselor. 

Dut the,. refused, without staling on what 
grounds, and the mBltcr WS.S pBrtially 
dropped. And s.s we s.re now cBlled upon 
to tell whll~ w6 meBnt by referring to it, 
our s.nswer is, we only meBnt ths.t such WIIS 
the dootrine of B. Yonng s.nd Company, s.nd 
thBt 'II'e did no~ believe it. And to protect 
oursehes agBins~ the ohBrge of "lIlunchs.u
senism" in making these sts.tements, we 
here transoribe their own words upon the 
subjeot, from their own publiclltion, Journal 
of Di3cour",. . 

"The time ie ooming when justice will be 
ls.~d to the line, And rigbteousness to the 
plnmme~; when we shBIl take the old brolld 
sword s.nd Bsk, 'Are you for God T' And if 
you are not heartily on the Lord's side, you 
will be hewn down."-B. Young, Journal of 
Di,courU3, v. B, p. 226 .. 

"I S8Y thBt there are men and women 
Lhllt I would ad.iae to go to the President 
immediately, and aslt him Lo appoint a com-

miUee 10 attend to Iheir CBge, Rn~ tben let 
II. plBoe be seleoted, and let tbat committee 
3hed their blood."-J. M. GrRn~, ibid, v. 4, 
p.49. 

"I know when you hear my brethren tell
ing Bbou~ oulling people off from tbe eRrth, 
thBt you Bon sider it is slrong doolrine; bnt 
it is to SBve Ihem, no~ 10 destroy them."-
B. Young, Ibid, v. 4, p. 63. 

"It is true Ihat Ihe blood'of the Bon of 
God was shed for sins through the fall, and 
those committed by men, yet mlln cs.n com
mit sins which it oan neva remit. As it 
was in Rnci~n~ dBYS, ao i~ is in our day, and 
though the principles s.'e laught publicly 
from tbis stand, still the people do not un
derstand them; yet tbe I .. " iR precisely the 
Mme. Tbere are sins tbs.t CBn be aloned 
for by Bn rffering upon an allar, as in Bn
oient days, s.nd there "re sins tbat Ihe 
blood of s. Iamb, of s. oalf, or Qf lurtle doveil, 
cs.n not remit; blltlbey must be atoned for 
by tbe blood of the ms.n."-Brighcl1Il Young, 
Ibid. v. 4, p. M. 

"Will you lne your brothera or sisters 
.likewise, when Ihey hBve oommiLled s. sin 
Ibat CBn not be atoned for witbout the sbed
ding of their blood, will you Illve thB~ man 
or womBn well enough 10 ahed their blood." 
-B. Y., Ibid, v. 4, p. 219. 

"I could refer you to plenty of in~tanoes 
wbere men hue been rigbteoll@ly sl .. in, in 
order to atone for tbeir sins."-B. Young, 
Ibid, v. 4, p. 220. 

"This is loving our neighbor BS ourselveli; 
if he needs help, help him; Bnd if he wBnts 
~BIvBtion, .. nd it is necessary to 8pill his 
blood on Ihe eRl"lh. in order Ih~l be may be 
sllved, spill it. "-B. Young, ibid, vol. 4, p. 
220. 

"We hBve been trying long enough with 
this people, s.nd I go in for letting Ibe 
sword of the Almighly be unsbes.thed. not 
only in lCord, but in deed. "-J. Ill. G., Jour
nal of Diuour3e3, v. 4, p. 1i0. 

"When you find 8. spirit t.bllt ws.nts blood
shed, murder. the same is not of God, bu~ 
is of the devil."-Joseph Smilh, Time3 and 
8ea30n8, v. 6. p. 616, (last sermon.) 

Here is the doctrine of blood atonement 
by DrighBm Young and Compnny; Bnd here 
Biso is its rebuke s.nd oharRcterizBtion by 
Joseph Smith, whom tbey profess to believe 
in. It "is of the devil," Bnd tbe whole 
thing II. "doctrine of dnils," but taught by 
B. Young thllt this WIIS what J esua~me8nt 
by "loving your neighbor as yourself." 

CODtlDU.d. 

--------~~~~.~-----
Utah Ulmpcl. 

The following resolution and motion were 
presented Bnd passed at s. regular business 
meeting of Pilino Branch, held J anus.ry 3d, 
1876 : 

Re8olved, That in view of the condition 
of tbe Churoh in UtBh, and the ws.nt of a 
plaoe of worship in Ball Lake City; this 
branch sympathizes with the effort to build 
one tbere, and will aid the same s.coord
ing 10 our circumsts.noeB. 

\\loved thB~ Ihe Secretllry furnish II copy 
of the resolution Bnd other mBtter in oon
neotion with Utah Chapel, for publicBtion 
in the Herald. IsAAO CRAMII:D, 

s. •. of Branch. 

The Trne Latter Day Saints' Herald •. 

TRIS I. tho officl.1 orBan of the Roorganlz.d Chorch 
of J •••• Cbrl.1 of .... tt.r Doy S.lnl., publl.bed al 

PlaDo, Kond.1I Co., IIIIDol., •• ml-monthIY,32 pag ••• 
JoeepD Smith, Editor. '2.15 p~r y •• r, fr ••• fpo.Ia, .. 

TOB M •••• KO.R of th. Reorganized Cburch of J ..... 
Cbrl.t of .... tt.r noy Saint., I. pnbll.bod mODtbly,.t 
Salt LAke City. Ut.h. JA.Ol< W. BftIOO., .dltor. 
TER~18:-FtnT C.1IT8 p.r y •• r. To tb. Brltln 

101 •• S."Dty-lho CODt •• 
Com munlcaUoD' RDd r.mlllanceo .hould b, ad

dr •••• d to JUOD. W. Brlgg., PIODO, IIIIDolo. 
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Th~"c;' .~:~;~!§e~·g~r 
Of the ReOl'ganized Oh~ltCh: 'fif Jesu~O~rist ofLtttlter:Day Saints/·· .. 

. " 

", •• ~.,.. .• I.", ~ ,.:.... I. ' _ • 

The Trllth8i.~lJ lIIake )'OU l'!ree~~isi.ts; I 
~ 

VOL. 2. . ... , .. . SALT LAKE 'CITY,: UT~H, l-EBJl.lTARyq876. T" I~ h' ': ,_ ~n j;N't4. 

BJooU Atonmlltmt. . ... There Is a oertain noillnL ra.bbinical' Ie':. : that Clli~l~~~lg. fun pyllhS hand "9f a Q!U!::, 
'This ghastly d,ootrine eo ciellrly taught gend whi.h detllils 80me of the oirculQatan- r I der~r.".,."I\le wicked aillY wicluu','!-,.and IU 

and practiced by the priesthood :of Utah, oea 'of' the life and death of 'Caini whioh} ; bbod-guilUnel!s .. increases by nre4-told. 
h!ll! a two-fold object. It wae found neoes.- runneth,thu8,:allq~ex.iDp1ifil!1I ,the Inuor..l· : pow~. H.Oolllp,~ .. d its.end lillie .UIl..Oaio 
s .. ry, in order to eetablleh and malnle.hi' able OOU1'se o(justioa)" ,:' ""'''': r , .. ; :l"l I and with,Lameeh ... ·We need no~ point oul
pnlygamy,; not only to lelmdhe' Ia.nd~ nr . I It Wi8 'BiJppo,ed lhalhi! t.ihlirk" woAid' ! b,l wbom:tll!~, (l.o~ttiae ,bas. \Je1;o t~ug~Lor 
ci~i\lzation and 'law, bui. loaffix Ilnd en- : be'sufficient lei' pl'evenill,ljY on6 f;o~ isei.i I p'ra~~i~~djlj, I!II :de,oe~t frOID Cain t~, tbe. 
ro~e~ Ib~ 'ae'f!lftlsl penaltie, ag .. in8~.thoslll i tUng 'near'him,~n4' t4oqtd"IiOf .. ~ be '~'~a(~':' I '!Iab pri"8~09~' ~b~ f!\n,qc~ur)1I ~he felld. , 
who ·dole.hld their ~'endOlJment 9Qtb.,""...~o, guard against anl finding aij!I ~1a:;Yilig bi~:- ! er; and whtlll.l~t),H'II",&o9d H to 'n prop.or 
dll iLiltbey wentold,-!uid tho8epenaUieB But ilileems ~e did Ji!lt'feel1ul(e,'n~u::llway: 'so~rl\el t? Cain, Jli'1l1.~II, !lP~ forg~t: that J I)
which, for oertain 0lfelue8 ;'a'li death, m"B~, . from' the' aeUiemel1tB; aDd'(o diBgiii8~' ~im.~ ! seph Smltb· dealared.:ll'''18.of .the devil3: 
be Inflicted" (rom ~ilDe' to time, or the', selr, put on uniire8se4 skins at th~ ~olf, and' That 'only sbows where Cain reoeind it 
"priesthood" would eoon Ilea~o t~ be! obeyed;' ,to 8liU;rarther disGui8e himself, !If tel' courla • ffOm; alld furtb~I',_. j~ .~q'r~ !twaa not 
bu~ with all their Bllorecy jn 'cf\rryjng ou~, . were establi'hed ~!l tqe territory'. of }/'ott;' I what Jesue meal1~ }ly Iqliog -our nelgqber 
their execul!\>na, it 'could nol be' kJlpL 8eor~t ,when'ever he s!,,,' a b~~a.i I!eing, .t. eyer ~~' : as oUf8elulI, but i. what the ~erpent lIIeant 
ft~1Il a large perU'oD ~flbe people; for ira great a, di8~apo~1 he Ill';mediateJi 'lIeSu~!ld : ,,~~n' he jm,' qn hI8'hem~brJoidery" \0 dece~Te 
man or womt,n waH put nut of the way in 'the poqture of ~bli 'li~lIjjll aDd 1-\ln upon iJd : ~!ld de81~0r, P.l~~~il1d •. , ",,:.: ':'"i,'; . ;, , ! 
tbe dead of night, an~ butied in gardene by .. jOUT'" ~ur~l\o~ ~~ the d~Qilni' ~f'\iugltl'r;:, Brigh~:u .loung ~lIyl,61 WIl JII~ve bllf~re 
tbe FOlld.ide, or in ditches-many of,thflit .. nd v~gah0n.d~.:: ~I1,!I~. thia .,..y llleqau1illP; ,quoted, . I oould refer Y0t! lea ple.ntl of In
skeletons are being dug up in SaiL Lab' hastened bis d(lom, ~ for Lameo~J hie g.g_ •. : 8t~~oee. ',fberl!, men. have beon rlll~~e~~81y 
City~8till they were missed and mourned grandson, leaying hill harem and going out : sla1l1, ~n ~rd.er to,. at~~ll. r,!r ,t~eir 8UIB." 
and illquired for, creating mucb uneaal- . into tbe,oanon8 in 8earoh of gllme tor hi" 'Now it is Ihes,8 ~eJ;y. '~~\n~la~pe~wt~~~ I\ltn 
ness,8u8picion and unpleasant oomment:' whee lind cblldftll; for.he did n()t oompel. ~ bav.~~e~~ 8laln}h~~the! gra~~ Jurlea .of 
To &'fold thie, and prepare the pellple for hi. whes to' gn ont'-an4 !'wl\~hand sOl'ub',: i1!!ah Ar.~ inv'8tigaliljg"~and rt IS'geil8r~11T 
thosil 8cene~ lhat hilS "marked" aU the in orde.r to be ablQ to. eat. tbell ~;"II' hrea«l,: i ¥Ilown that such ,in81110088af8 ["plenty," 
prilloipal sell!eE'!!!'.!!ln .utah with buman as 80me oC bis degellerate suocessors baye' ! and tlie IIGurts and, )uinea! people of Utah 
~~re,,:: began to be taugbt as, "8bong doO:~' I Coli) hi~.tJielirr¥i; day.," '~ni1,pii~'f'1J18: . alid the ,e,~u.,~ry-.-:,,~:,.1Q:.h.M .. _.k'iMP" 
trln~ Just beonming understood, 10 SIIVS lbo: • gre&t progen~t01i~ his. preoa~lionl\~l.Jlo~- ! they were. slam flg\ltIlOl\,Iy'~',;of ;wiokedly. 
yictlms. The prieethoodadopled thai Tiew,: : ture, mi8took bim fo~ II: beasl,.l\lId· alll~t,"11 ,Wa~Yate8, who w~s knocked ill the head 
~nd th~ re8t were oowe~ inlo sileDoe Ihrou~h. ,arrow. through him;. and 011 reaohinJ: ,he wh~le ,a81!ep, by hlB order;tbe h~'o' bOlt' 
r.ear ohio Another object, and the ohletoue 'spot peard ,the last moa!!, "~!ery olll! Iha! ,Bla1n by. order of Bishop West,'a! Ogdell~ 
waa to get rid or persons who were trouble- . filldeth me ahan Ilay me." "A8 800n __ 'La- Dr. ~obln80n, who. was oalled out of the 
anme by rea80D or. their rebelliou8 lIJ!irli, I lIleGh 8aw what he, hqd dOlle, he blletened' . bouse III dead of Dig!).t and murdered In the 
or of knowing too much, ,--. baok t~ the haremin:di ,mjll"Bn,d eri,!! ~n-, . IItr~et8 of SaJ~ Lllk~. City; the' party from 

The origin of Ibis dootrine 1& not found to A~ah and Zillah, "Hearm'll wor4 ye' OalIfornla ill 181i7, and pll6Silig all otbera 
ill the lalter daYB, no revelation or mani- ",:IT6S of Lamaoh, lieaf~e!l Ulllo ml Bp,~eb" that we oould rifer to, the borrld human 
featalion of the SpirU IIdmita of It.. Stili, ~or I haTe slain a man to m'lwoulI.ding.", b~oat_omb at lII~untaln Ifeudews, were they 
bowner difficult it may be to trace 80me JHe tbought: of the'. sonn-fold . vengeanoe Tloar10usly slain t We have thus triel! to 
~nbjeot8 tn their proper Bouroe, happill It ,t.itreaten.d.), He had killed a )'oun, mall anlwer lhe queatlon'lI"What do you ~e~n 
ill.llot the ollie with this dootrine. It. reo- berore thiB,who it II .upposed ,toDd In the : bo

Y
f ' ~hloOdd "~Jo~eml etntdT dItsl preoept'i"llbil 

d' 1 . ' '. e ev}, n ro lIoe nto plaot c~. y 
or IS e ear and Cull, runn~ng baok.lo tbe : "'loy or bis a.ol\fln, ~ilIah-:7jlllt 11.8 lInsa-. i Cain, an<l taugM by the Ut"h priestbood, 
t .. rther6st verge of aDtiqulty.· C"ID, the field Wll8 shot do"n In latet times in Salt. : who set aside the 1&11' of tbe Ohnrch tqln
distinguished progenitor or Lameeh, the Lake Cit)' tnr ,a; similar n&80n •• , Du, the ,tr!ldliOe polygamy. which "ae roretol.! aft 
lIr8t pnlYKamiat. pfoolaimed IL in a way not killing 'pC C"in' ",a, II. 'pure .. coidellt a. ,follows: . ' 

!~ !e ~i8undhersDlo~dh' Hye praotioed Upoll SmUOh ~~ a. was the killing ~f POUe:, at ; i~ ';r:ra:~e~ SJ:~tl,"ti:8~e~:yej,p!::~ 8~:': 
.. 18 ro er w .. t rig am oung oalls "10'- prlngnlle~ Utah, 1Q0re TOoenill. Ok Pot- depart from the faitb, giTing heed to aeduc
Ing your neighbor 118 yourself, if iL is nee- ter I who, e!).aU bewail ·lh.e r ,Thy friend, ing spiritB and dootrine, or ded11."" . 
8s8 .. ry to spill hi8 blond,8pil\ it," just what dare 1I0t, Dornite " .tone in memory or . ,.. - .. " 
J. M. Grant, O. Hyde and Ihe Utab priest- one who fell hi the: aot., ot treaGberousJy" ' II-cad niadDllrelt. . 
hood toaoh, 118 i, shown lu tbe first paft nf leading innooent men, tbe Parlahe_ into ': "Verily I Bay untQ you, th .. t wheIi I gite 
this article; but when it was called in qUIlIJ' range'of the blood alonen set ill amb~~h by. .. !1I)mmalidment to allY or Ih' 8~lDa of men, 
'tloll b)' the lIuperior Judge, he, Cain, did BiBhop Johnlon, and'ian the 81gll .. 1, when to do II. work uulo my name, aDd those aona 
'not, like them, don)' praolicing their own i wllh one TOne'l the ,Iclims teD; IJId thee, I of men 10 with aU their might, anl\ "ith aU 
preceplll, nor obarg. it upon the Indiana, oh Potier, pinned to tb, earlh,andllnJlhed 'thelliaV., ItO perform tha~ work, "nd ae"illl 
'Dor anyone ela.; nor did he wbine at be- . by the murderoul illite 111 the lIand. of thy, : not their diligenoe Il-n4 ollemles aome upon 
'inl marked, 80 that hnneet men migM know. oonfederatei, teU thet, oh Polter, lib a : tbem, "lid. hlnde .. them from ponnuling 
him as a practio .. l blood .. toner, and aloid . dog, that thou walt,; But Lameah "" tD" tht ",ark; behold, it behoonthme to re
him i Dor did he call it flil. peraooullon; .' . Dooent ot hi, la.t killin" he did DO~ intend 'quire that' work liq' ~or. 11.\ the ha~di of 

. 
~be p .. bi.roh C"in wa. the tIP' of Il 0111.81' to kill Oaln.\1 ;Dut.jultloe h" ill own way, those 80U8 of men I but to acoept oC their 

h t h . otrering. f 'lJId' tbe InlquU)' and traDBgres
'II. ayo made their ')lark in the world in . and' tbough' ~.emin, tardy,.ner· I' •• p.,' linn or my holl1awl and oOlDmalidmellla. I 
'ner,)' age, though he could kill, Ii. "nd rcb, , nor lose •• i,la't or .11Ie "refuge .. aDd 1'11,11._ 'wiD ,bit upoli 'htl heads or tho.e lI'ho hin-
he had 110& "ttained to Iba' impudence alld bond.," nor O&D the)', 'alll more ,than Lady "'ered ~lwork;;.unto the thitd "Ilil fourth 
hlpocrisy which charaoterise hi, SUIlO ••• Orl Maob.lll oould" walh Ille Itaill' from their . gellerahon.o long a •. they repen~ lint, aud 
, lh 1 hal. me.aHh tbe Lord God; theretore, han 
'm" e ... t d",. •. " kand.;· alld, fort .. eiDI, . o,r fore.doo~IIII" I I aooepted Ihe "lferiu,1 oC ~hole wholD I 
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14 THE M E S S E'I:N O.'E R . - '. , .... 
commanded ·tc#uUd· uj a dig i~G a:'~o~t, 
unto my name ill Jaobbn countY', !lIidou'H; 
and were hindered by thei; 8nen1ies; sailh BucII is the hellding of !ill editorllll In tho 
the LOTd your God."-Doc. ,.. (Jo". 101 i I!)..' ;f3altLqkeHerali/,0r~anUBry Ifj~~, in wl11ch 

"TIli. 18 Zi~n.l ~J:l~p.I!,:,~JJ;I.llearl.'.:-::-D9~ ... !; ~~18~red8thhat.thl ? questl?~ of "Il :e!ri
r
-

d'; CO". 94: 5. .... wIl~ lree ... c. 00 system I~ \\ questlf;m Q. ' . 

.meane, and' taxation, not of' lentiment." 
_ :. That }.'~e people ofUlab are all deeply ip. 

"ruJa.'SSfU" 'V .~~.~: .. #!~~jt In 'his .!ubjec~and we .h.av!,no. 
. . ". U .' .' donbt are 'willing and ready to do all in 

'JASON W. BRtGGB 'EDITOR;" their PQwer to secure the best posible edu-
===========~'ilI======= oatioual facllitlea for their children." 'This 

Salt Lake CIty, Febl'Uaryj 1878.' all Bounds very'well, especiallyabroal1; 
but the utrerances of B. Young, Cannon 

CONTRIBUTIONS to the BaIt Lake hOuse of 
worship may be~entto Bishop I.L. Rog-~ 
erB, Bandwich, DeKalb' county, 'llllnobi ; 
or to J. W. Briggs, PlanO, Illinois. . f " .. 

Copy of preamble and resolution pAs8ed 
by the N orlhern lllino!s DiatrloL Conference, 
in eeaaion at Plano, II)lnoia, February lith;' 
1876. . 

WUIIRllA8, It appears from the reporla of 
the UtAh Minion, that a meeting house hi 
greatly Deeded InSa\t Lake City I therefore, 

Re.o/I1ed, That we sympathize wUh. the 
effort to huild one there, aud reoommend 
to the Saints, who may be willing and .. bIll;' 
to aid the'tame. ; M. B. 'OLIVE", ;" " . 

, ,~8eo'!!0{- Conjeftnte,h". 
• PI..\ftO, JII~ Feb. '1,1876. , 

Br. Thomas Taylor, of Birmingham, En~ 
gland, once a r~~id!lnt of Balt Lake City; 
under .date of January 3d, Baysl . 
"We are glad to learn of the determination " 

to have a place of worshlr> built in Utah, 
and shall try to d080me little towards it: 
Our belief is like yours, that it is a neccl!
sity which c~not be dispensed with. We 
believe thal fne tt'ibe"Will come, that it is 
the duty of all who have bee.n snatched 
ou t of the darkness.; to assist in the prosll
cution of that mission." '. .' . 

Brn. T. J. Andrews and A. MclUilan, of 
San FrancisCo, proffer aid to the same, and 
the latrer says, "I am willing to help build 
fi dlapel in, Utah.,-! ,,{ish I could give yQu 
what would build Ii. house worthy the mis., 
sion, you should have it." .',. , 

Dr. O. ;E',Cleveland} of I?!-&u~ton, Virgin~ 
in,snys: .'. 

"In November MESSENGER is tin appeal 
for belp to build a house of wor~hlp ,for, 
the neqrga~ized Qhurch ,in Salt Lake City. 
I will ju~t say that as 800n as you lire ready. 
I will trl: ~~d be, ready to help you all UIat, 
I am ab e ... ' , ' " .", ,. . ""., . 

Sister A~ Tnomas, of 'Fairfield, . Utah, 
snys, "I will give five, dollars. to the Utah 
chapal." BT. W, H.' Cu[wen; of 'Plano; 
says, "Here is nve 'dollars for the 'Utali 
chape!." iH. Levi Atldnsorl, of Neva!1a; 
says the same, -nr Wil.i·n"Tty/ of j:)olol'ado, 
snys, "The Salni; of tb:6 ~rtOcky~Mountain 
Branch tirc willing 'arid ready to pay 
twenty-five dollars towrt.rde the ~ullding ot 
n meeting house In' Sa1t Lake CitY.,ISis.' 
ter jessiC' Hlly, of nandera, Texas, hends k 
contribution to the cliiipe\'rund, nnd ~t\y!l,i 
"I think that tho 8lsters, ff 'called UpOI1;' 
can and will supply, the means tobulld fl.! 

house In that plnce, and perhaps '8sslbt in~ 
~llsiainlng our m!i!slonar!es;there.';·' ~''''r: 
'Tho!lobove:\yo select ftom. inADf,9t1Je~ 

of th6· B~'Jimport- as ,representing ,alL 
qUarter,; .. ~lfew huodt'ed 1lko'thli 'ab/m!' 
would, snm}~ ~tO:_ ~~domp~i8)i. ,lbar.'*~i~~' 
Tbt! !!t~ra Jt.ic "milled ;uDOn'~ ';wUp: ll1ft. 
tire\l!lren.to aid, 8a the Lord shall. bl~~ 
tbem and quicken their hearts to dd.· 

II!ld others, at the spring conference. of 
1876, ,and generally ecboed by the Bishops, 
and .llie el,l.tjre olig~rcJiy'; sho",s that. "free 
schools in Utan" 1a with ihem a queatiori' 
"of seiitiment.",B. Young and Cllnri~n, 
then declared free achools a curse, demor
alizing to the cbild, and the former shriek.. 

· ed mit, "1 ~I\l never gi"!e one dollar ~oedu_ 
• cate anotber man's child." He also declar
, ed him8el(6ppos~d to generai education j 
he said "yoti' educate boys and they become 
lllzyand wont. work.' Its not the brain of 
thO peopletbat WE want to use, but tbeir 
hana~thelt nil'uicles. WE wlult them to 
J!iake farms,dlg ditches, raise grain, sto~k, 
&c,"" The slave owners of the Soutb used 
to give the same reasons for opposing free 
8choola. It demoralized their chalrels, 
'lJ!:us B. 'Young's Ifentimenfls that the ig_ 
norant can be used to better advllntage than 
the educared.""And H. C. Kimball often 
reji}l.oed in the povertj i>f the people they 
bad fleeced:' 'because, said he, "they he 
Iiiorll tractable, easier bandllid, or moulded 
ti)"the mind of the potter."':' 
, The Herald'; prerended tenderness for 

tMpeople, on ihe score of ti.dditional t!\x1I

tlon for a free school system, is remark!>-
, l.iIe; but it interposes rio qhestion IlbOut the 
present exactions bi We oligarcby for the 
SUPtiOlt oUho "harems" all'over the Terri
tory"'" There is 1\ source of revenue; un 

'thOught of by- the 'Herald perhaps; ihat 
might afford 'a good beginning towards a 
mnd for''a "freiH!chool system in Utah." 

, It1~s thi! aceumuillted funds of the people 
for the lsst thirty yeti.re,' hi the handa of 
tlielr Trusree.m.trust. 'Let the' peoplo of 

· Uial1 rise up in tho dignity-of theh'man: 
hood and shnke off the shncltlcs of fnuaU: 

, ciem, snd nsk the COiJrts for relief, for they 
· will flnd these fundll mainly invested in 
, railroad stocks, lnrids','milla, citypropertr, 

In the name of B. Young, his sons, nnd 1\ 

: few confederatc.!l r and let a new. "Trusree";.. 
: that~you.GCnn4nuit, ,be 'appointed In the 
; <$I!.racter or l!. "Boord of EduclltiOIl."· '", 

': The same game whlllh:has been' plsyed 
i by your trustee. in-trust wlls enacted bY'BII-' 
I noomy,.....(J, B.,Thoniplloni..;:...in Iowa, where 
: ~naecrationll, Uthing. ond ,offering, absorb-

iag- almost·the whole'possi!ssions of his 
: dupes, ,'II'as ,by. him 1.\8 their head, invested 
; in -landa ,and improvements in his own
, proper name, in aooordBnee with the forms 
ofJa.w, 1\6 caro(ully IIS:jlre the eRme things 
done by Br.lgham Young'Wit.h·your o!fer~ 

I Ings, IUld:y~t,.when"the cloud of darkness, 
, lu.;whleh fanaticai spirits are- bred was' dis: 

posed,and reason returned, theYi the victims 
, of tIJls spiritual brigand, arose nnd demand. 

cd their fig~ts; he Ii.ed, but transferred, to a 
natural brother'lInd il confederate, the prop
erty. The 'plstrlcl Court gave the peoplo 

. back their properly. Itwasnppealed 10 the 
Supreme Court of the Bt!1te of Iowa, and the 
former decislon~onilrmed.' The people of 
Utah,-the whole pe.;ple, of the Saints,
lmve been robbed by BrighAm Young In 
·,precisely. the same way, under the same 
pretense, bu~ to a far greater extent. lIe is 
a miUionare just as W. H. Tweed is, by ob
taining possession of others' money-both 
were trustees-not-to-be-trusted, and the 
same legal redress that will reach the one 
wlJl reach 'he other. 

There is ample means, belonging to th(\' 
people, orrighl, but controlled by the self
appointed; lind self. endowed priesthood. 
for their own aggrandizement, to Jnaugnr. 
are and ensure a "free school system" for 
Utah ~ alld all that is wanting to realize it 
is for the people to turn from tbelr Jesulti. 
cal terichers and bloated dictators, who lik(\' 
VtIltures prey upon them, and demand their 
right.,.!\nd the righls of their children. 
The following from the Ogden Frteman is 

· ih point: "Wyoming hns had Free Schools 
since the first ,.eaT'of her existence. Utah 
has been settled nearly thirty yenrs, and up 
to this writing she has not a free school with_ 
in ber borders. Eight of these yenrs have 
passed awny since al1 tbe surrounding Ter • 
ritoriea inauguratcd Free Schools; we C8n 
not refrain from remarking that Islnmism, 
lIInhomet.anism nnd BrighnmiBm desiro to 
keep the children ignorant in order to en
sIa.ve the mind and the body." . .. ... .. 

FREE'THOUGHT AND FREE 
" SPEECH. , 

A IlUllIICRIlIER requests us to stop his 1I1ES
BENGER, and follows up the requcst with 
three and a half pllges of foolscap of reas 
ons. No reo.sons were' needed, the bare 
wi1l of the subscriber is al1-suIDcient to se. 
cure the desired stoppage. We do not 

, claim the right to even ask the "renson" In 
such cases; but when reasons arc given, 
we claim the right to weigh them, for the 
moral of the thing. I111his cnse, the reasons 
alleged were thnt the :UE~8ENGER cont.ain. 
ed something different from the opinion of 
the sul)scrillcr, nud hence the order to stop. 
Now while tile order is entirely satisfac_ 
tory, the reasons nrc short in this respect; 

· for if tllis principle was BcWd upon univer
sally, every 'iltiblication wouid Tery eoon 
stop for want of renders, becnnse·1t is im. 
prncticnblefor publishers to ascertain in 
ndv(Ulce, just what their subscribers believe 
upon all point.~, nml if this was possible It 
would be found thntconsidcfllhle dh'ersitv 
of opinion existed nmong \hClll; nnd thc~ 
what lI.'dilemmn,-which to ple!\sc, or 
which tb'oil'end,-in the attempt to tisc to 
the sublime position of an "ccho," 
'Btill further; this same 'princlple would 

stop all lecturers and preachers for wllnt 
of hearers, would otop conversation by this 

, veto upon Ute utterance of that not already 
assented to. ··No·one could be convinced 

: of an error entertnlned, because they "Wonld 
· "stop'!' a different idea from ~cing expre~g_ 
01'\.1.- .. ·. "', 

Such a princirle IIssmbes that its dcvo_ 
reea are the stnndards "',vhieb tolernte n6nc 
who differ from them. It would put a ~ttop 
to the engine, or motive powet of progress 
In n11 directions. am"! ~l1bstlhlte illstelul, 
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wlJipping,poBts lind cat..Q'''':~hie,.llIils f9r 
heretics. " ' ' " ." 

It m lIy be proper here to sllr thllt it is, 
probable that errol's have got into the lIES

SERGEn, it is the product of fallible men, 
but who nevertheless seck to know and to 
speak the truth, and Hle nearest wecIII! 
come to this is to apeak our convictjons of 
truth. It is also proper to remind our 
l'eadersthat error is rampant in tbe world 
lind in the ClJurch-christendom. Not 
only so, but it has broken up and scattered 
the Church of the Latter Day Saints, and 
conducted the wanderers from shoal to 
shoal, from bog to bog, until it has landed 
a large body of its votaries in the "slough of 
despond," whither oilier masses are also 
tendin~, from ilie mere habit of following. 
Acceptmg too much, in the reacUon which 
is sure to come sooner or later, too much is 
rejected. In view of which, the only line 
of duly visible to us, and the best safeguard 
against the encroachments of supersmion 
aDd fanaticism, and Its adjunct-bigotry 
and intolerance-is to speak candidly and 
fl'cely our convictions of truth and of right, 
and await its fruits, which we do in hope, 
that "truth wUl prevail." , , , . . - .. 
lIn. OnsON PRATl"S attempt to establish a 
contrast between th!! harems of Utah and 
the brothels of London and New York, 
failed, becauae of the sameness of those in. 
stitution~. 

It is afihmed that at the delivery of the 
famous dog sermon, by Orson Hyde, in tha 
tabernacle, snd a show of hands being 
caned for from all who were willing to pe 
"Zion's dogs," not a woman voted-they 
110t holding the priesthood, 

Another persecuting measure'i Governor 
Emery, in hi9 mcssnge, recommended a 
"Free School System" for Utah i and the 
l)llssnge of alaw mnking "incest a crime," 
and providing for its punishment. ' 

THE Rocky Mountain Ohristian Ad1)ocatB, 
is a new paper, pubJished,monthly,in BaIt 
Lake City, in the int~rest of the M. E. 
Church, Rev. G. M. Pierce, editor, from 
which we extract the following, and com. 
mend its consideration to Lntter Day 
Saints everywhere: 

"Our firHt article closed with the import
!lnce of suitaille climch buildings for our 
Sunday Schools aml congregation~ 10 con, 
serve labor. ' " " , 

"]\Inny lIaveacen tlle fruit of their toll 
blasted, or wnsled, when ,through selfish. 
ness, or pure neglect, the 'society has re
fused to arise und builtl: 'Go fonvurtl.' ' 

"To remnin in the pri~ute house/ or 
achool house, is railure in the end. This 
is tmB of both home' nnd foreign worl .. 
The Jews had their syllagogues in every 
place. 'l'beheathen multiply their temples 
011 every hanu. Their children are 'almost 
renred lU their temples, in the presence of 
their gods. . . 

"So shoul<l tho Church of the living God 
hnyc,~ place for her children, and for wor. 
shIP·, • ,! ',! ,'. " '. ", I. i ,'; 

.. - .. 
llistory of the Reorganization' or: tile 

Church of Jesus Chrl~t of Laiter " 
Day Salllts • ..,..CUAl'. IV. _ : 

From the Q\lnferenoe' h,eld, on June :i2lh 
and 181h, 1862, the \fork a~euineil. jncire 
stability of charaoter;and a wid6~ r~ng6 iii 
ite field of )abore, far 'by IbiB'Limo 'be 8alnts 

in Northern illinois and Southern Wisoo~8in 
had almost entirely r~nnoed the leader· 
ship of Wm. Smith and Joseph Wood, ,oaus: 
ing an ulter dissoluUon ot Ib eir organl2ll
lilln, the. two aeparating and abandoning 

-1heir "Slake.of Zion," in Lee county, ll1i-
1I01~'; and being abandoned by the Salnla: 
lhus fulfilling the pre4iotion respeoting'lhe 
consequenceB of lh~ir rl'jeclioll. During 
the Bummer many additions .were made \0 

the Chnrch. The Elders o~mlng in oontact 
with nearly all tbe variouB scbismB against 
whom tbey bad 80 diBtinctly pl'onounoed in 
the resolutions of ihe oon(erenoll. Mea.n: 
While a pampblet had beon prepared by the 
committee, more o\early dtfinlng tho poai· 
tion oocupied, and at the meeting' ct"tbe 
conterenoe, a8 per adjourn~ent, on October 
6th, 1862, l\ muob larger attendanoe WIlS 

had tban in the JUlie previouB. There had 
been some questioning in regard 10 II. pre
aiding authority, vuy naturally suggested 
by the laot of holding a general conferenoe. 
It had been suggested to ililnore all- ordina· 
tions or pretended onoe, above that of an 
Elder, and appoint a president lor one year 
from among the Elders; and Ihi~. matter 
was likely to engage considerable attention 
during the sHtlng of the oonferenoe, for it 
was known that the above viewB were nc.t 
generally entertained." areat 'uD&.nlmUy 
prllvailed upon the laltb, the doolrine, and 
the general oondltion at the Church as a 
whole; but some diversity existed in regard 
to priesthood-did it remain, after the re
jeotlon of tbe Churoh, and if 80, what was 
its order, its powers, and itB duties! These 
questiolls lay at the very foundation, and 
while 801118 had been instruoted as we hue 
shown, yet the body, in respect to numbers, 
had not yet seen their way out of the "miel 
0(darknes8," and upon these poinle weM! 
undeoided. . 4' oouncll of the Elders illI~ 
upon this and, other questions at intorvals 
during the firat two days of the conferenoe, 
and pending their deliberations, the ooin· 
mittee submitted their pamphlet,'in manu
soript, whioh was read to ~he oonfe~enoe 
and approved unanimously I and two thous
and oopills were " ordered printed, from 
whioh we extract the' following as Ilearing 
u~onl~e qU6sti.Qn then iI! hand: , 

"Dut lot us return to. the rejeolian of the 
Churob lit N~uv90, or the IlLake; ,~hi8 event 
(though disallowed by most) produced ,,11 
tbe phenomena oharaQI~rietlc ,of such a 
cp.1l!-mity :. aside from the. Buffering conse_ 
quent upon the breaking, up, lind Bcattering 
abroad, pl.'et~!lder~ bega.n ,to arise, to allure 
the un wary into their fa.tlll meshes, the de. 
ViCOB of Satan, to which the Sainls had sub
jecteq themselves by tu;rniDg from'lhe.!n· 
of God. ,From the 10regoing, it must: fol
low, thllt !he rrjeotjon of the ollly 81o.ke 10 
whioh '1h~ ~ailiis might gather, and the 
ol'ganba!ione lJelongiog therelo, the as. 
~ump~on of authority h,l' the traveling high 
counCil, Ihus Ijestroylng Ihe oonueclion and 
harmony betw'cen alilhe quorUil1S, in abort' 
sincll the coupd'dat, of Brigham: ¥oudg iri 
the goyernm~nt"or.:thll Chure". :..Jooee rein 
has been given to Ih~ lI~bitipuB ,lind thllt 
example has furliished a-plIverttl(' stimuhia' 
to go and· dolikewiee .. Rebco' die lisl' o~ 
tUob"pl'etpndera has inoreased rapidly, and 
pll;l'b,aps. is Jlot ye~ (1411:. Y(~ ,Qay.,\.\ /DUd! fol. 
I!,'I', 1!~8t ~uring I)llp. reigl! lie poufuljiQnJ 
Con8&qu~nt' upon .'[l)i8 P8ptivity, there Wll~ 
no 01111,,10 Ihe very 'nature 1>f tbeca'se, for a 
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suooessor'to Joseph, either a8 Presidiog 
Elder In.'lhe Churob. or 'Presiding High 
1'rlesl (lver tbe PriebtbooJ: '1I.m1 there has' 
been 1l0ne.~ ," .'1 ; .1 .... ,;'~ 

',No IV, let us nolice the manlfeslalions ot. 
tbat blindness that prevailed in tbat day' 
tha.t God leok away the'two prinoipBlsbep
berds in oDe day, There wile one member 
of the quorum of the }'int l'residenoy left" 
to Whool belollg~d th", righlot presiding. by 
'firtue of his Buthority as Counsellor. [lut 
he, olaiming hiB rigbt by virtue of Bome
'king elee, or attempting 10 get thall'ight 
under oOYeI' of 80me pertormllnoe unknown 
to lbe law of aod. WI" rejecled by the ,oico 
of the people. llut in duing BO, they un
doubledly deprived him of Ibat 10 wbioh he 
WU olearly entitled by his ordinlliion: and 
oonferred It upon the traveling high oouncil: 
who, oould only in the absence or Ihe entire 
quorum of the First Presidenoy pre~ide: or 
at leaet one ot that quorum, ,h., 'Ihe Pre"i
deni, .nd Ihen; liS an Apostie-aB ODe of tbe 
traveling high council, linll n~1 as Ihe gUC
cessor of Jpseph .. Now lilt Uft examin6 tbe 
ordl!r of Jlresidenoy in the Churoh. Sup
pose the First Pre.idenl 18 absent, who pre_ 
sides in oouncil or in oonferenoe T 'l'he 
Counsellord, botb, Qr either of I hem. And 
why.l Because tliey 'ar~ the higbest au
ihol\lty present. True." Th.nhsre is the> 
key 10 unlook Ihe whole seoret of the Pr~a· 
idenay of the Cburoh. Hear iL tben I ,'1'1., 
highe.1 authority pruid .. ahoay,. lIenoe, if 
tbe entire quorum of tho Firat Preaidell6Y 
is IIbs6nt, the 'President of tbe Twelve muat 
pre_ide, ,pro tern., or 8a representative, by 
virtue of his orilinalion to Ihe AposUeship, 
and not 118 the legitimate President. And 
in the absenoe of tile President of Iho 
Twelve, either of the Twelve, or in tbe· 
absenoe of thai whole quorum, lhe Presi
dent of the High Priests' Quorum will 
preside, and eo on down 10 tbe Priest', 
and Deaoon: but eaoh In hie turn, must pre. 
side by virtue of that authority which he' 
holds lJy actual ordination. lIenoe if one 
of the Twelve, being the highest authority' 
present, 18 oalled to preside, be can do noth
ing not authorized by his ordinlltion. That 
is, lhey oannot administer an ordinance, 
"hile thus presiding" that lbey oould not 
previouely: for inslan"e, the 1'welu are 
not aUlhorized to ordain a llishop to tho 
Church, nor do I presume they ever, as 
Apoetlea only, tbought of doing IlDy thiDg of 
tho kind; but wheu tbeyassumed to pro
sid.e as p!oaldenlli of the Church, they or
da~ned Bishops, wbich, was clearly in "io
lation of the law. Hence the only legiti
mllte Presidency in 'the Church, since the' 
death of Joseph, has been representatives of 
the rillhtful heir, or true successor" 

The following resolution wile then offer
ed, to' wit : 
. "Relo/ved, That in the opinion of tbis COQ. 

, feren~e, the one holding the highest prieat., 
hood In th~ Cburcb Is to pr68ide. aud repro-' 
sent t?1l rlg~Lful beir. to the presidency of 
\~O hlgb prIesthood. 111 '1\ presiding capa. 
OILy." . ' 
·}his,aflor· \l LhoroJgh, dieougeion upon 

the principle involyed" in all ila vislhlo 
bearings, was unanimously adopted, and 
allecemed smooth in thllt direction' but 
~hrn Iile, attempt \Ta8, 'made to d'esi~nate 
who It was thai hold Ihe higheBt offioe in 
tbe priesthood, and WIlS entiiled 'to Le thUB 
Bl,Islained all a presiding authority, new dif
fiOlllli~8 aro~6: For It was found Ih"t there 
w~rQ flm!!ng us thoqe wh~ had rec'eited or
dinat!O!lQ 'p,fi(!r to the ,breaking up of tbe 
q\luroA .1J.'!1i ~I\ tile djffo~.n' factions,. to tbo 
~po811/le~!p, a, lligh P.riesls, Fresiden\s Of 
80"l1nt1, Seventy, alld enn 68 prince" ,It "ill be, r~lldily 'flen thllf in the question 
then raised WIIS illvohe,l \~e legal oha.rao
ter of tbe work. Upon Ihis pr,lnt we shall 
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!ltate- tbe gronnd -taken, and "by taken. 
All ordinaUone not "ithin the Ihp.ite of tbe 
law were ignored, and all "itbin that limit 
were recognized. Tbis exclnded all aboTe 
an Higb Priest, who being the higbest re
ilognbed, wa~ eustRined ae the preeiding 
authorit-y, as defined abo1'~:" -At-thie con·. 
ferenae Ibe gifts "ere abnndantly-enjoyed, 
and lhe Bainle were l!reat1y t!ttenglbened 
~nd Resured or tbe triup,ph ?t.-tbe work -of 
re8toratlon to tbe old pathe. .Aleo, during 
tbeee meetings we wore forewarned of Ihe 
war between Ihe SOllthatld tbe Norlh; 'illi 
9anguiMry charl\Cterand its ,e~i'eii't;"~iso; 
the auoccas of Lhe -N orth waa . .portrayed,in 
1111 tbe 1'ivid exnoLne88 or the 8ub~equent 
hiiltory of Iheoivil wsr.' It wiill .It lb.ie oon: 
ferenoe tbat. the 'eo'oalled,rqlelalion -onpo< 
Iygamy, purporting to Ian. heen ,ginn to 
Joseph Smith nine year8 pre1'iOU8, made ItB 
oppearanoe fot tbe lirlit lime';"tb~ effeqt of 
!hich, and tbe _dhou8sion, upon"that: sIib· 
jeet; will be seen hereUter.; , ' . ... .. • ':. I :, I "~ I' - : 

Tile U,tnh .P';titf(,ln~ 
Supposing It a genuine dooument, '(which 

no one can who kno"s much of Utah IIfI'air~), 
it would han possessed sdditional intereel, 
had it clMsified the petitioners, an follown: 
firBt wives, eeoond wivee, etc '- 'This would 
bllve sbown how many "legal" wj"ps there 
were in Uillh, and bow' 'mo.ny lhat needed 
their "reproaoh" ·to be taken away. ' It 
1!hould bue ehown nleo bo" mllDy or tbe 
latter eigned by II-ber X mark. We lire 
aoquninted "lth II lady who tl'ent to Utah 
II fa .. yellT8 ago, and immedilltely became 
,m appendage 10 II Bait L&.ke Cily barem, to 
tbe astonisbment of many, and bavlng 00-

elision to obtAin a reoeipt from her she eigned 
by a mark as above. Thi8 remond from 

. our mind one ground of astonisbment" and 
.bowed us why she "bore testimony" so 
readily to tbe "Celostisl Order"-ber mind 
wae not pre· oooupied "ith buman learning. 
DuLtbe nident fraud in wriling up Ibis pe
tilion 1'ilillle8 tb .. wbole transaotion. . On 
this point we olip tbe following pllragrapb 
from Lhe St. Louie Glob, D,moeral, or Jan
.lJary 201b: 

"Tbe mosL ample eeLimatee or tbe female 
'Popul"tion of Ulab, based on tbe returns of 
'tbe ninth census, taken in 1870, makes tbe 
number lit tbat dAte 18,000. Though, of 

. cour~e, an inorease hll8 taken plaoe in tbe 
-number since tben, it may be 1'ery gravely 
doubted whetber at the present lime tbere 

'are 23,360 grown women in Utah. Even if 
there were, tbey oould not 1111 be expeoted 

,to sign the petition; and it is more thlln 
'prohllble that lhouAllnds of names of per
sons who did not aotually sign were sLtaoh
cd by otber hande. NotlJing oould be e&ei~r 

'than tbie metbed of oblaining a long li8t, 
'and if thousllnds more namee of children 
.... ere lidded, no one In WaBbington "ould 
Kno" tbe differenoe." 

. In Ihi! oonneolion it Ie remembered tbst 
in .1850 lin IIl1empt wae made by tbis a&me, 
peopte to beoome t"\'Sonreign Sta'te" ot 
the Union, representing Its popUlation at 
75,000, while tbe oensus or 1860 sbowed it'
over fout years "CLer, only a fraction over 

,40,OOO>Tbe Ogden Fmmah telia 'U8 h~1'i' 
, 8ignaturea -were obtained hi· Bher~fj>laces, 

to th laiii pelitlon: i _-" I ,J, ~; ! -',',"' 

•• 1·'What Ie IhiSJi'etiliotl fbi-?' '~sked a lao' 
dy wben' it \orris preliented td hIlr for higna'-' 

- tnre.·· ·'Ob!· it iato have our fnll'd reducoo.
, We,\r.e paying such high ~axe~" and WQ want 
: G~ngres~ to !~d7I1:c~,,\ ?et,n~o[,!l,~ I',. '!",a,ft" t ,~~, 
, IInewer.' , .' .. -- ' 
: ,'''The 8oh'ooI' ohndt~b,' boys /tn.i '~IrH',i 

w_~rJt- all told to sign their.; ,names 10' tHe~e' 
boguS ,pelitione; 'bu~, t.\ley, ,w~re 11,01 told 

, wb~t, tbe~;~~re sigbing,,\nd ,t~ey ha.d ~,?I 
, more 'Ide&. of .. ·h,LI tllel,r nhmes W~t~ rpq!ltr· 
, ad tor I h8n "ho!l-hii~ of" bolldl\!·.'"' . ,,,' , 
, ." 'We are all on~,'.i8 whal Ihpy f,'\id wh~n 

tbey 8ign~d tbe nam~s of. some IRllieR 1<> !be: 
petition for. tbe sdl!lieeion, or U,ah ~s a, 
Btritil: '-:S'lt these MmeIe.dir!s iiever ""thor: 

'ized Incb aiguatureg,· ·I\nd I~ecllire· lli~~
would. never hav,eaffixed their own: names' 
tq.~b~ pe~i\ion . .':, . 1 J ,_ ... :, "",' '". r 'I 
., I,IH~~:,TI~'!.Y WOit~ED !T.AT )I?TlO"'~; ", . 
"Tbey w"nted.the nam'es or, every .~<!mllD. 

,uid', girl in our ;'alley. lIIid 10: iny c~rt(r,itr 
knowledge, they put down tbe 'nAmegOf IVO-
men ,who weri! not lit themeeting;-and tbe' 
.. ery women wbose names wer'e so ·put down, 
were mad. The p,etition .. was l~ Il.dmit Utllh 
wltb polygamy. I call tbat rich_ They 
wantto bind the fetters IlgIIl. I ee6 b, your 
pllpe~ or Friday. tbat the, are clltobing a 
good many by fraudulent· means; tbat is 
nothinp: new: we are up to sucb dodgell, wo 
are. One tim~, here, we were trying to gel 
Utab admitled into the trnion, lind etery 
married woman's nllme wile tllken twice;' 
some of tbem went eo far aA to put dOWD.tbe~ 
naDles of their dead friendsl Its IIsirue as 
tbn IIviDg Ood, Mr. Editor; and 1111 of these 
names 8how tbe population of Zion. ,,-. ., 

"rHB FRAUD AT HOOl'EII. . 
"We all know eometbing of tbe WAy namee 

are got here. If a person don't put down bis 
or her name, like as Dot, somebody will sign 
for tbem. That is all itamounlsto. Conp;ress 
ought to know aboutauch trinkB, I beard tbe 
Disbop aay tbat every womnD but one bAd 
Bigned bere. I know beUer. There lire 
women bere who would die before tbey 
wonld sign tbeir Dsmes to any tbinp; tbe 
Mormon teacbers would bring round. They 
hllVft been fooled too ofteD. It their nsmes 
Bre down lhey Bre forged. - Is there no law 
to make it hot for people who aign names 
wben tbey have no right to? TRUTH" 
"IDAHO CONTRIDUTED TO THOSII STATE BIO-

NATURES. 
"Eds. Freema1l; Wben al Franklin last 

month I Wll8 informed, on good autbority, 
that s petition bad been in oirculation, and 
numerously signed amongst the mormon 
people aeking for Utah to be admitted IlS a 
Btate, in Funklin, Weslon, Clifton, Oxford, 
eto., all in Idsho. 

portion of tbem who rea.oo,-Io tbis desper· 
ate expedient, to aek that tbeir fetters and 
tbeir abame be made less galling, b}' giving 
it a legal atlnclion. DUllbe luge number 
represenied upon IbM petition musl, liS to 
its moral weigbt, be identical witb a sup· 
p~sed o~e "or twenly yeMs ago from the 
s-ouiJi, containing four million signnlures or 

_ ~laves, a9ki'ti g tbe more rigid enforcelIJe,nt 
, or tbe fugitive slave law, Ihe opening- new 

territories \6 sl,aYeH: endorsing tbe "Dred 
, Scott:' deoision, ~~d tbe banging Of aboH.sh
iODht~, ,Or' 'to:' va~y lbe .iI1ustratio\l, we 

, mpy, s~pp~st~ 'peti'ion eig·ned l)y 1I11~ tbe 
: ~otbe·rs, w'i~e~: eisl erB. t\nu daughters' of 
Ihe'd';urik~rd9-' ~f'kew York and Chiollgo, 

: ~9kirii tbe .t:,e?',o,vilf.if ~II impedime:nls \0 

, (ree whisky,:"::'aud ;"ie gUlte~!" " .. _ 
., ' 

.\ Chnllelillc. _ ,) I 

, ,;··i·fbil ,direCl,tericblnp;! of Cbtial, ·bo lea9 
, 11Ikl1 tbe text' bodks of Ibe -Mormoil·.foith, 
, proolaim Uue Cbl'i@IIAn lnanl8g~ ·to he a 
, IIhlon 'of onelbl\o .. lib one .woioan and 110 
- tbor",~"':' '. -, - ' 

.. We clip ttie abrive from Iln ,8n!i·"~iot
mon" psper, lint! would Hka ,1Iie writer to 
quote from tbe New Teelament l!.nd from tbe 
text booke ofJ~e,"Mormon" faith auch pns· 

: sages as, without a great deal of twisting, 
pri""Ie Itllerpretation or verhlllllddition will 
bear out bis audacious fIBtement." 

, ,"We Rffirm tbllt there ift notbing in Christ's 
i hiacblngs, nor in the ";\!ormon" text booke, 
: wbicb, rairly oonstrued, will warrant any 

sucb inferenoe, butth8t carefully o,nsidered, 
both will convey to a mind Of ordinary in

, lelligence a meBning entirely opposite." 
."Trot out your lexls; but give Ihem as they 

are; don't garble; refnin from word·IVreat. 
ing aDd abstain from Ropbislioal pleading; 

. aDd ib~n if, you can prote your points, we 
will ' acknowledge the corn.'" 

'We take the above from the Ogden Junt. 
lion. We do not know wbllt "Anti· Mormon 
paper" iii referred to, but we tleclare it B 

sound Mormon one on thlll point, IlS tbe 
"text books" abundantly prove. Here tbey 
lire: Mark 10: 6-9. "And tbey twain," not 
tbey tbtee, nor nineteen, "eball be one 
fleeh,"~liuaband and wife. Dook of 11101'

mon, page 118: "Wberefore, my brethren, 
henr me; and [Mr. Junction] heBrken to tbe 
word of tbe Lord, for there eball not any 
man among you bave ~a1'e it he one wife." 
Doc. and COl'. 100: 4: "Inasmuch 8e tblB 
Cbnrch of Cbrist bae beeD reproacbed witb 
tbe crime of fornioation lind polygamy, we 
declare that we believe tbat one man ebould 
bave one wife, and one woman but one bus
band." 42: i: "Thou sbalt love tby wife, 
* * * and sbllll cleave unto ber and none 
else." 

"I did not tbink this worth noticing at tbe 
time, but recent oorrespondenoe In your pa
per makes it proper to ehow up tbe tricks 
re!orted to make tbe signer8 to lhe petition 
more nDmeroua tban oould justly be in Utah. 
Youn. H. MAROART." 

A8 queetionllble aa tbe abon oonalderll
tiona render the 80ure8 of 8ueh a number, 
onr 2,300, of aignature8. The faot tbllt 
1!trioLly Drigbamite emigration bae bUll 
growing 1088 enry year, lind apoetlley hae 
beoome more wide epread, and gentile! ban 

.inereaeed fearfDlly in the nry heart or Utab, 
'all hating tbe "t"in relic," make the mate
rials out of "hioh to make that nnmber 

>It ill more loant" 

Tbere Is, howenr, probably one claes or 
genuine aignen to thllt petition, 1'iz.: all 
tbe plural win8 of Utah, "ho are oonou
blnhed, and whose ohlldren are bal/ardiz,d 

. by the law or Congress, lbe ruling! of the 
Courts, and tbe eworn atatement! or Drig
ham Youn,; deoillring tbem illegal under 
the law, and thererore no hearing, Or re
drUl, oan be afforded tbem for aD1 grin-
anoe. Tbil naturall, dritel tbem, or thAt 

Now, Mr. Junotion, get rigbt down and 
"acknowledge tbe corn," or own !he trutb 
for once; and benoefortb cease to reproach 
tbis Church of Cbrist witb lhe orime of po
lygamy, for it never did belien, teacb, or 
praotioe it. Apostatee to tbe contury not
withetllnding. We invite the Junclion or 
Due"t N ... ,. to tell ite read en how polyga
my, If autborized of Ood, can be a "re
proach" and a "crime?" 
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History of the Reorganization or tho 
Church oC Jesus Christ or LaUer 

Day SlI.iuts.-CuAP. V. 
From this conferenae the Elders returned 

,to their homes and fields or labor with a 
-deeper seuse of responsibility lIud 80 more 
determined purpose to hold up the standard 
of Christ. raised anew by the Spirit's pow
er, which manifested, from lime to time, 
that we 8hould organite, in preparation fol' 
the re-establishment of the Quorums and 
First Presidency or the Churoh, aoC)-ording 
(0 the pattern in the Book of Covenanls. 
Dut how this was to btl ,brought .about no 
Qnepresumed to know. Brn. David Powell 
and John Harrington took a mission soutb, 
and on their way visited Lee county. IIli
noia, wbere Ihey met with several of tbe 
Sainta Ibat had been Ilssooiated witb Wm. 
Smith; but now stood aloof. or sympathized 
wilh the work Ihey were laboring to build 
up. Among theee Wlla Wm. W. Dlllir, wbo 
had been bllpti~ed the prniou9 autumn, 
lind who now slood aloof. Tho brethren 
.held Bome meetings, and bore their ta81i
mQ~y. and th!l immediat" fruit wlla t"- bap
tizing E. C. Driggs, who bad nOler been 
identified with Ihe Churcb, or IIny of Hs 
factions. It will be proper here to record 
a testimony given conoerning him on the 
18th day of tbe preoeding November, al the 
time the oommunicnlion III ready referred to 
WIlS received. Ho W9.S o.t that time living 
wilh bis brother, S. II. Driggs, In J eft'erson 
Co .• Wisoonsin, lind had for sOIDe lime been 
siok; and word bad been reoeived 80 few 
ullYs previous thllL he was given up to die, 
with' 0. request for his mother to come jm
'mediately if she would see him IIlive. The 
Spirit said, "Thy brother Edmund ahllllnot 
die, but shlllllive lind oome into tho Churob, 
lind shall stand witb you in this WOFk." 
And subsequent intelligenoe showed thi 
from that SlIlIIO hour he began to amend 
nud rapidly \'ooovered his strengtb, and 
now, the first oPPo,rtunity. cnml) into tbe 
Churcb. }<'rom tllera theee brethren wont 
through Illinois lIud Missouri, oalling upon 
the Whitmers, Ilnd iuto Arkanslls j they 
baptized severnl at other places. 

Most of the Elders had families and were 
·poor. and during the winter preachod 
mainly in their sllvernl loonlitiee. Dr. Z. 
H. Ourley visiting Wingville and the Dluo 
lIIoullda Bettlement, where Boveral united 
with Ihe Church; nmong whom was George 
Wbile, Joun Cunningham. of tbe former; 
plaoe, and.Dnniel n. Rasey. of tbe laUef, 
who became a zealous laborer in that region 
Ilf oountry. 

Shorlly after the conferoll.ce, wbile tbe 
subject of polygamy was being discussed in 
conneotion with tho revelation brought for· 
ward b,. Brigham loung, at Salt Lake, the 

August previou8, and had just reaohed us 
by a I,eprint in tbe SetT, by O. Pratt, it was 
signilied through tbe gitts that the Churob 
should meet In fasting and prayer. to re
oelve instruolion. This was dono January 
9th, 1863, and among other testimonies re
ceived, was tho following upon this subjeot: 

"Polygamy is an abomination in the sight 
of the Lord God. It is not of me; I abhor 
it, lIB slso tbe doctrines of the Nioolailanes, 
and tbe men. or set of men. wbo practioe 
It, I judge tbem nol; I judge not them who 
praotioe it, their works ebllll judge tbom at 
the last day; be ye strong, for ye sball 
oontend against this dootrine. Many will 
be led into it boneetly, for the devil will 
seek to esLablish it and roll it fortb to de
ooin. They seek to build up their own 
kingdoms to suit tbir own plea.sure; but I 
oountenanoe it noL, saitb God, I have given 
my law, I shrink not from my word. My 
law is giycn in the Book ot Dootrine and 
Covenants; but Ihey -hllve disrogarded m1 
law, and trampled upon it and oounted it" 
light thing. and obeyed it not; but my word 
i8 tbe 8IIme yesterday asto-dllY and forever. 
. "As you blln desired to know or me con
cerning tbe pampblet, it is written in part 
but not in plainness; it requires three more 

,pages to be written, tor it shall go forth in 
~~:plainnQss etmbatting tills dooLtlne, 
and &11 who reoelve it not, it IIball judge lit 
the last day. Let tbis be the voioe of tbe 
Lord in Ihe pamphlet, {or it shall go forth 
In great plainness, and many will obey it 
and lurn uuto me, saith the Lord." '. 

of Cain, who owns himself desening of 
sounty-fold greater punisbment than Cain 
himsolt. We oonolude, tberefore, that none 
will quote LameGh liS a justifying precedent: 
but we insist that tbe father of the system 
gives it il& oharaoter. His shedding blood 
WBS but a type ot what belongs to. or, must 
aocompany the By8tem: sinoe male and Ie
male oome into the world about equal. and 
God having stamped upon mlln, (Bis own 
views), 'that iL is not good to be alone;' 
benoe ot aourse, if ono. (like Lameeb). so
oures one Of two additional wives, ho must 
either pereuade thaL number of men that it 
was 'good to be alone,' or, he must kill them 
off. It seema be ohosll the laUer, wbioh no 
doubt was the easie81. It is admitted that 
examples preaoh more powerful than words. 
Now let no man WOl'king by 80 pattern, pre
sume to be wiser than him wbo gan tbe 
pattern. When god mede man, seeing IL was 
not good {or bim to be alone, He gave him 
a belp-meet in olle wife,lInd 01111 only. Here 
is lin example of the first orgllnizatioll. or_ 
society. Now for the preoept in oonformity 
with tbis example. Tho law afnature is the 
voioe of God i and in tbis case, Ollnnot be 
misunderstood: nature eohoes the revealed 
word of God, thBt it is not good tor man to 
be alone, and nature provides one help
meet for each, and no more. Tbu8 tbe ex
.alX!ple teacbes \bat OliO woman is made for 
one man, and nlltur!! ories olily one. Weare 
all well aWllre that it was practised by bet
ter men tban Lamsoh ..... by Patriaroha and 
Prophets: lit whioh time It WIIS also writ
ten. 'an eye for 'an ey., and a tooth for a 
tooth;' whioh the gospel revee.ledin a dif
ferent light, saying, 'resist not evil.' Po
lygamy was, perhaps, like their mode of 
revenge, alld many olber tbings, suffered. 
beoaUBO of the hllrdness of their bearts; but 
was not so from the beginning: nor to be, 
after 'the true light shined' forlh. Agree
ing with this laat supposition it Is remllrk
able that of all the naUons that praotioe 
tbis, but a !lIngle one aoknowledge Jesus 
Obrlst as the Savior of the' world. and tbey 
praolioal!y rejeot tbe Gospel. • 

"If U be aaid tbat tbe III w of l\IOSBS pro
nol, and oould not be from God. In com- ,ld~d fo~ Polygamy, we answer it also pro-
plianoe witb tbe IIbove instruotion, an ar- ;vlded for Gboosing a King, whiob God had 
lIole WliS written against it, to be added to! forbidden.' If David, Ibe man after Ood's 
the pamphlet· and as being the bat pub- own hoart. b.e a~pell.led to, we refer to the 
.. • • .. . . word of God In hiS oaso. Seo Book of Mor

IIcatIon of the reformation, It 18 here given, mon, Jaoob 2: 6: 'Dehold DAVid and Solo-

This teetimoDY was given in tbe name 
and by the authority oC tbe Holy8pirll, and 
written at the time, in answer to the 
prayers. with tastings, of tbe wbole Churoh 
assembled. It agrees with the law or tbe 
Ohurob to whiGh it appeals;; and, like that 
or November 18th, 18tH, oondemns polyga
my, lind showed to the Bainls tbat the 80-

called ronlation autborizing polygllmy, was 

written by J. W. Driggs as obairman of the mon, had truly mllny wives and concubines, 
committee and added to the pamphlet 118 which lAilifl WIIB abominable before me, saith 
follows' ' the Lord.' It is then oommanded tbat they. 

• the Nephitea, ehould have but one wife,and 
"We cannot forego tbis opportunity to 

rlliee our voioe agllinst nn evil wbich bas. 
well nigh oompleted the overthrow ot tbe 
Churoh:-wblch SampBon like bath lain 
hold upon the very pillars of sooiety. And 
instead of order, it has produoed annrohy: 
instead of union, dhlsion; in short, instead 
of oonfidenoe and lon, distrust and hatred. 
We refer to the system of spiritual wife-ry, 
taught by Dd"ham Young, to the 'plural. 
ity' doctrines of James J. Strang, and WIl
lie.m Smith, and his joint occupant, called 
'Spokesman.' Theso syslems though unlike 
each other, are all known 8S 80 system of 
polygamy; under whioh they thomselves 
take shelt..er: henoe we will not treat of 
them under tbeir proper namea, but under 
tho 1os8 offensive or Bemi-Iogioal 0800, viz: 
Polygamy. Whenoe Ollme tbe practioe, alfd 
where is the warrant Cor it? The first we 
beat of it is from the lips of Lamech. a son 

""onoubincs non~. Alma in effeot declares 
I.\le slime. See pages 823 &nd 4. 

"80me may BlIY, tbat this was 80 law to the 
Nephiles, but not to UB. Let us 8ee. In 
Doc. and Cov., seo. 4, par. I, it saya, 'The 
word of the Lord concerning his ChUfGh.' 
Hear what the Lord saY8 to tbe churob. In. 
pllr. 8, the whole churoh is oondemned for 
unbelief and treating lightly the oommand
ments. Then it is said: 'And tbey shall' 
remain under this condemnation. unlll they 
repent and remember the new oovenant, 
even the Book of Mormon, and the former 
commandments which I have glven,tbem, 
not only to S8Y, but to do aocording to that 
which I have written.' lIere the churoh is 
required not only to sllY (tbey believe it) 
but to obey what i8 written in it. See. also, 
seotion 13, par. 0, 'And again tbe' Elden, 
Priests. and Teacbers of tbis ohurcb, shall 
teacb the principles of my Gospel. which 
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Bre in the Dible, and the Book of l\Iormon, 
and they sball observe tbe oovenants and 
cburch articles to do them.' .We have aI
reatly nen what is writlen in the Book of 
l\Jormon, on (hie 8ubject. Let U9 now exam
Ine the Covenanis, and Cbur'ch Articles. 
See aeo. 6~. par. 3: • For marriage ia or
dained of God unlo mo.n, wherefore it is law. 
ful thaI he should have ont wife, and they 
twain shall be one flesh.' Sec. 13, po.r. 7: 
'Thou ahalllo'l'6 thy wife with all thy heo.rt, 
and oleave unto her and nORt e13t.' See 
Churoh Article, soo. 101, par. 2: 'You both 
mutually agree to be eo.oh others oompanion, 
huaband and wife, obsening the legal right 
belonging to this oondition; that ia, keeping 
yourselves wholly for 6ach other, and from 
all others during your lives.' Suoh is the 
mo.rriage coveno.ntrecognized by the ohuroh. 
See par. 4: 'We [the wbole church in gen
eral assembly 1 deolare thaL we beclare that 
one man shoufd hllve one wife, and one woo 
man but onB husband, exoept in 01l8e of 
deo.!b, when either is at liberty to marry 
again.' See seo. 18, par. 16: ' Thou sbalt 
!lIb !he things whloh thou has received * 
* * for a law, to be my lllW, to govern my 
ohuroh, Bnd be that doeth according to tbese 
things shall be saud, o.nd he tbat doeth 
tbem not, shaH be damned if be oontinuos. 

"We demand of a.ll who ho.Te been oalled 
LaUer Day Sainte, do yon helieTe theeo 
lbingo? If you do no!, you ought 0.1 onoe 
to renounce tbe name. But if yon I\OknowJ
edge the Bnthority of the Book of l\Iormon, 
and the Dootrine and Covenants, (or either 
of them), then know that Polygamy is for
bidden of God, and this interdict, is direct
ed to us, who have known the mighty power 
o! God In e8!abJisbing tho authority of this, 
hlB word; lind whoever trn.nsgreBsos and reo 
penteth not, shllll reoein according to the 
111'11'. Heo.r it, Ob, ye deoeiTers, and deceiv
ed together: 'He tbn.t reoehotb my law, and 
rloeth H, the same is IJlY disoiple, and he 
that uith he receiveth \I., and doeth it not, 
the same is not !ny di3ciplt, and shall be CBst 
out from among you.'-D. C. Gl : 2. 'I come 
I]ulckly, and ye shall Bile that my law is 
kept.'-61 : 3. 'These words are given unto 
you, and they are pure before me; where
fore, beware how you hold them, for thty 
art !f) b~ an3!ctrtd upon your 80ull, in tAt day 
oj judglnmt, even so. Amen.' 

Herein, brethren, we have shown in a 
few words wbat tbe law of Ood Is on this 
subjeot, ana we call upon you both far and 
nll!!.r to obey it, lest ye be found figblinll 
against God, and reoeive of his wrath in the 
day of his indignation. Let those who bave 
offended \n [hiB maUer, know, that 'tbe 
Lord hath been witness bnlween tbee lind 
the wife of tby youth, again8t whom thou 
bllst dealt treacherously; yet she is thy 
compo.nion, and the wife or tby covenant.' 
:MIII. 2: 14. 

"To thoso co.lling tbemselves Latter Day 
Saints at Sait L!!.ke. we commend the llllter. 
and tbe following quotations: Ezra 10 : 14, 
'LeI now our rulers of all the oongregation 
sto.nd, and let alltbem whioh have strange 
wivea.in our cilles come at appointed times, 
and with them the Elders of every oity, and 
the Judges thereof, unUl the lieroe wro.th of 
I)ur God for tbis matter he turned from U8,' 
(and separate yonrselves from the strange 
wives). and return with weeping and with 
supplioation to tbe lo.w of God. And be 
that 8co.ltered brael In wratb, will gather 
tbem In mercy, o.nd keep them a! a shep. 
herd doth his flock. Dehold tbis sho.ll go 
fortb BS a restorer of paths to walk in, and 
a swift witness against bim thR.l giveth not 
heed to the words whioh tbe Lord and hie 
spirits hath 8poken." 

The pamphlet of twenty-four pages 1'/88 

printed immediately after, and circulated 
Il8 widely as possible. The numerous tes
limonles respecting orgn.nidng awakened 
considerable dlsou8sion among the Elders, 
who, but for those mn.nifestalions of the 

THE MESSENGER 

Spirit, were willing to continue as tbey tben 
stood until the Lord should OBJl upon whom 
he would, o.nd restore the preaidenoy of tbe 
Churoh by revelalion, n.ocording to the or· 
der oontained in the Dook of Dootrine and 
Covenants. Nor could it be seen by nuy 
how. or by what Buthority we oould orgo.n
ize. If it bas since been questioned by 
many not oonneoted with the work, it was 
the'll questioned by those Boon to be the Ilrst 
I\etors in It. They were nol willing to as
sume or usurp, and tbUB far the way had 
been olear; lind while many things had 
been given througb tbe gifts, in no instanoe 
were these instruotions contrary to the 
books, but oontinually referred to them. 
And tbe Reorganization is as willing to be 
tested upon its autbority, aa its dootrine; 
and ita beat vindioation is the statement of 
faots relativo to it. 

JASON \V. DnIGGs EDITOR. 

Snlt Lnke City, Marcil, 1876. 

IN answer to inquiries as to the authority, 
aside from the necessity of the case, for the 
effort to build a meeting-house in Salt Lake 
CIty, we extract the following from the 
minutes of the Semi-Annual Conference of 
1872: 

"A letter from Br. W. W. Blnir wns read, 
statln&, the necessity of building a house of 
worship in 8alt Lake City. A lelter from 
Br. J. Ells, on the same subject was !llso 
read. . 

"On motion of Br. H. J. Hudson lind E. 
C. Brand, it was 

"RC8(}!ved, Thllt a Utah Chllpel Fund be 
established, and that contribuUons be soli. 
cited thereto, and that the erection of a 
suitnble building be authorized; said build
ing to be erected as soon n.s practicable. 

"On motion of Brn. E. Robinson and E. 
C. Brand, it was 

"RIJ8(}lf)ed, That the presidents of brallch. 
os be requested to take up collections im
media~ly for the Utah Chn.pel Fund, and 
remit the samc to Bishop I. L. Rogers, and 
continue to do so until a sufficient amount 
be obtained." 

RESOLVED that this conference uphold 'and 
sustain by our influence Bnd menns through
out the district the call bt the Church, of 
the necessity of building a house of wor
ship at Balt Lake City. 

Passed by a unanimous vote at the Quar
terly Conference of the Kewanee Distriet 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of L. D. S. 

.. 
H. C. BnoNsoN, Pre~. 
J. A. ROBINSON, Buy. 

BR. GREGORY CLARK, of Ihe BaIt Lflke City 
Branch, referring to the chapel, eaya: 

"We have already promises of consider
able assistance from mnny friends of free
dom who sympathize with us, and the time 
is opportune, IlS efforll! are now being 
mnde on nn extensive Beale, to brenk the 
powers of tho man of sin; this increases 
our confidence, and our present attempt 
will not only be accomplished, but will 
prove very beneficial. Solomon Baid, 'There 
IS a time to build,' and hc.built a temple 
for the worship of God, and the voice of 
Ibat one from whom Solomon derived his 
wisdom, seems to say this is your time to 

build for the worship of God also; and 
that his blessing may rest upon our ellbrts 
ami upon the house when erected, and that 
his protecLinl!; cnre mul' be over it, ami tho 
light of his Spirit mny shine uI10n those 
who flock unto it, let it be de( iented tl) 
God, and God only. and not be used for 
Rny secular object or purpose." 

Bn. JOSEPH SQt:lltES, of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
says: 

"I am onc that has been del b.ered from 
under the lion's paw, Brigham Young, and 
diel not realize tbe darkness that I W!lS In 
till I heard the Elders of tho Reorganized 
Chureh. I left them in 18(1). I was tberd 
in Utab six yenrs, and know !lome of the 
ways of that people. I am glat! there is 
going to be a meeting-house buill. I shall 
do something towards it." 

SAl,T I;,um CITY, Utah, Feb. 7.-Chief 
Justice 'White, in cbarging the grand jury 
to.day concerning polygamy, snid: "Wo 
had b.etler look it squarely in the ftlce, dis. 
tasteful as it may be to some, and govern 
ourselves by right, renson, Rnd manly dis. 
cretlon in defiling with It. Polygnmy must 
be suppressed in this territory. ]\[ormon. 
ism may snrvi ve it, fln(l, relieved from it, 
would stand unshackled and free as every 
olber creed or mode of religious worship, 
shielded and protected by the constitution 
of our common country; but if Mormon
ism cn.n not sever ilsel(from polygamy, it 
:will be to it the hridal of <leath." 

Mormonism did exist without polygnmy 
from 1830 to 18"'3, as conce<led on all sides, 
and we have no fen I' but that it "ill exist 
without H. But we very much douht 
whether true 1tlonnonism can ('xist witb 
it. "Lay it on, Dun'," we will risk it. . - .. 
THE UTAH POLYGAMISTS' :!lIElIIO. 

mAL. 

A conRESPONDENT of the Bil'ml'ngTtam 
(Eng.) Daily Mail estimates it as follows: 

"There are few in Englan!l who can relll
ize the full extent of tbe servHude of the
women of Utah_ They who hnve set \bem
selves up as the leaders of those people 
known as '1tlormons' have prove'{1 them. 
solves to be capable of the worst crimes 
known to man. Polygamy itself sinks in
to a smnll thing when compared with Bome 
of tbe diflbolical stratagems used by those 
vile, sensunl 'Elders of Salt Lake 1Il0rmon
Ism' in brin/l'ing the women of l'tull-to be. 
lieve in it, Upwnrds of twenty-two thom. 
nnd women arc said to have signed tbis 
'memorial;' but let the world know that 
nothing like that number arc practicing 
polygamy. These twenty-two thousand 
memorialists ask to ue allowed to have 
tlleir 'courts, and the selection of our own 
officers liS in the past.' We are led to ask,_ 
what do tbese t\"fenty-two thousllnd know 
concerning the past? Did they live in the 
days of 'inquisition' or 'reformation,' as 
tbe leallers called it, in 1857? If so, to tlsk 
for the order of the' 'past' is only an evi. 
dence thnt 'oppression bath made wise men 
rand women] mnd.' Therc nre men in 
Dirmingbam ,,-ho lived in Utah at the time 
that 'jurisdiction' was in the hands of the 
lenders, from nbout 1854 to 1860, and from 
1861 to 1865 or 1866, Rnd they tell the world 
thnt it Is almost impossible to conceive the 
hand of tyranny nn~ o\,pr~ssion to press 
moro hea~-i1y thnn It dId In Utflh, in tbe 
days of the 'past.' The design of the Utab 
usurpers was to get the people completely 
in their own power. And to thnt end they 
prohibited all kinds of education and so
cial combination nmongst Ihe people, other 
than that which th!'y dictnted. The con
sequences arc something appalling. Near .. 
1y twenty.three thousand women IHlve hr.cn 
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induced to pray for II warmnt to grant vile 
and wicked sensualists a license to demor. 
alize the fair sex lit their whim lind pleas. 
ure. We are forced to one of two can· 
elusions: either they hnve lost the love of 
chastity, or there is some groat oppresslou 
brought to lJear on them." . - . 
TilE Birmingham (Engl.and) Dailg Mail, in 
an editorial upon the Utah memorial to 
Congress, says: 

"The reasoning put forward in this re
markable memorial is worUI a little con· 
sideration. In effect, it is a plea jor the. 
fu Ilest Ii berty of pri vate judgment. It is 
nn extreme iJlustl'lltion 0' the principle 
whiCh has been advanced, witll certain 
restrictions, by Mr. J. B. :r,IiU, tllat in moral 
mid religious questions eacll man has a 
right to please himself. 1Ilr. 'Mill, how, 
ever, IIdmits that in mllny cases this right 
of individulII interpretatIOn mlly be over. 
ruled by considcmtions of cUllcal expe
diency. When the Mormon womeullsk the 
law to sanction polygllmy because it is part 
of thei!' religion and tbolr fnUh, they ask 
what if gl'llnteu, woula be a futlll precedent 
b II Stllte'S morality. Nothing ought to be 
conceded to indivitlual liberty whieh is 
inexpedient for the welfare of a Stnte. We 
will suppose an extreme CaBe: that of a l'cli· 
gious sect holding the ~elief that the ex· 
termination of openly Slnftt] livers was a 
pl'lliseworthy 11m] pious IICt. The execution 
of that belief would, of course, legally be 
ulunlel' Ilnd no State coulcl loleruro the 
Jlerpetr~tiou of II crime lllerely to sllUsfy 
the 'religious' lll'incipies of eccenll'ie lind 
misguided men. The Government in such 
II elise would llave a clellr and undoubted 
right 10 put down priltci pies hos\ile to pub. 
lie safety. In the samc way, we ventul'e to 
illaintlliu that Govel'lllllent hus an equal 
right to put down a system, or to discourage 
it liS fnr as possible, which is subversive of 
public momlily. The filet thllt it forms 
part of 1\ religious creed makes no material 
difference to the argument. If Ute principle 
11lat anything IIdvnnced us partoh religious 
system might besllnctioned by thc lllw'\vere 
once to be admitted, we should have society 
overrun with sects whosc main object was 
to pl'llctise vice and perpetrate crime under 
the disguise of religion. If th~ United 
Btates Government were to admIt the Ie. 
gality of polygllmy in one part oflhe Union 
they could not consistently exclude it from 
another. Any bigamous adulterer would 
only have to plead a belief in the spiritual 
necessity for more than one wife to defy 
the law of monogumy whicllllas been found 
Jj:) esscntial to the momlity of our Western 
civilization. Society-at IIny rate. the so· 
ciety of English,sl}eaking mces-would go 
to llleces in 1\ chllos of unrestrained passions 
if such a daugerous principle were to be 
once recognized. 

"Besides, it is to be observed that the laws 
IIgalnst polygllmy hnve not been made for 
Utah specially. The :hlorlllons introduced 
a systen) thnt was at open vnl'illnce with 
the accepted system of public morals. They 
hllve no more right to complain than an 
organized associlltiou ofpiekpockets would 
if the Londou police took them into custo. 
dy. On the whole, perhaps, the inhllbit. 
ants of Utah have heen II'caled with too 
much leniency. Their system was lI110wed 
to grow up in uetiance of law, }lnt·tly ~c. 
cause Utah was for many years almost In. 
accessible to the agents of repression, ami 
partly because the crime of polygamy was 
difficult of proof. Now that Utah is brought 
by means of the Pacific railroad, into COlD· 
munication with tile rest of tlie Union, it is 
mOI'e'thlln ever necessary that this rnnk 
weed of plural marriages sllould be llUlled 
up hy the roots. What the women of Utah 
ask is absurd. If their praycr were grant. 
ed it would be a'curse to them and II curse 
to the women of the whole of the Uuitcll 
Htate~. If they IIrc so firmly wedded to the 

idea that a tentll share in a hushand lIud 
no mOl'e is the preCise fmction necessary 
to ensure theil' eternlll happiness, let them 
carry out the' new Exodus thll\ has been 
bIlked of, and lind In Plliestinll n more con· 
genial code of morality and the sanction 
of the Mnilommedan laws. If tlleY choose 
to attaell themselves to a ereed which was 
Illude by lustful men for the grlltifieation 
of tlleir own passions, and clothed 
of mock righteousness to sileuce, 
ble, popular oppl'Obrium, 
a country where polygamy is a lawful in. 
stitution and where women are kept in II 
slale of degraded 8ubjecLiou. There is no 
fc{ll,' that the United States Government 
will ever give tile faintest sanction to po. 
lygamy. The women of Utah may be so 
steeped in credulity as to believe themselves 
persecuted by the existin!1laws; but even 
thosc who are most funatlClII on the I'eli,g. 
ious necessity for their conduct mllst In 
theil' hellrt of IlCllrts 1011 the the revolting 
position in which they urc placed. It is Il 
pittrul thing to find 23,000 wives who arc 
no wives petitioning to hllve theil' degrad. 
ing fetters forgcd anew." 

We do not agree with the suggestion 
made, that a new exodus be umlertllken by 
the Bait Lake people; but it is evident, 
that the pl'llctiee of tlint wllicll is criminal, 
ean not be legalized by the law, without 
endangering the moral lind social fabric, 
and inviting universal ruin nnd disgrace, 

4 _ .. 

Sill Dran!; Out For 'VUltt 01 
Patronage. 

This is a s8nliment ot a member of'Oon
gress respeoting polygamy in Utab, express· 
ed in a private letter to a. oonstituent. Jle 
says, "Polygamy will CBI\88 ,lI' the deatb 01 
Brigham Young; no one will be found to 
succeed him." In keeping with 8uoh a 
view of the case, all that needs to he done 
is simply to do nothing; but wait patiently 
for it to die out. His data for suoh a oal· 
culation he doe8 not give. The same 'flew 
was held by a similar olass ot men I/n the 
subjeot of Amerioan elavery, liS far back ae 
the adoption on he Federal Constitution. It 
WIIS a domestio inslitulion, unfortunate and 
acoidental in its origin, lind from its liag. 
fant inoonsistenoy with tbe reoent deolara
tion of independenoe thllt it could not, and 
would not sunhe in the light of a progress
he civilization, religion, and repUblican
ism, but would in due time die out. lIIean
while it was thought proper to proteot it 
with a blind olause in that instrument, 
while it was gelling ready \0 "die out." 

But events proved tbat instead ot dying 
out, it warmed ilself inlo nelT life at every 
step, and finlllly died out In the IIl\empt to 
orush out the government t~at bad protect. 
ed it, and at" fearful cost o( life and treae
ure. Slavery bas been called the "Bum of 
all 'Villainy j" and still its brazen ad yooates 
braved the light of eivilin.tion, religion, 
and republicanism, in its defense, a88uming 
for it the sallcLion of Patriarchal usago. 
Now polygamy is conoeded to be tbe twin 
relio oC barbarism, presenting its ugly faoe 
anddisgustillg accompaniments, inoluding 
all the characteristics of the ·other "twin;" 
and yet a member of Oongrese thinks it will 
die out of itself, and of course notbing need 
be done but to supinely wail until this com. 

.bined monster, slavery and polygamy, gets 
ready to coil up and breath its laat.-We 
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venture the prediction thlLt the memory of 
ouch statesmen will die out first, and their 
seats were belter filled with bundles of 
straw: Dut let us apply tho-do--nolhing
theory to otber branohes of crime lind evil. 
Should we sit quietly by, observing tho 
drunkard's march to degraualion and per
dition, dragging in his wake an army ex-

. oeeding that of Xerxes of innocent wivt1l 
and ohildren, and do nothing, waiting for it. 
to "die out" itself? 'fhe army of thieves, 
great and small, that infest tho oountry, 
will statesmen wait for them to seo the folly 
lind wickedness of their couroe, and dis
band? Will the counterfeiter, tbe burglar, 
and the defrauder die out from the rcflection 

. of the intrinsio meanllcss of his pursuit! 
Or will general or specific rll8clliity volun-
tary stop baseness, or "die oul t" The tes
timony ot the unbroken past answers No. 
Then why sbould it be expected thut polyga
my, twin of the "sum of all viliainy," ehould 
oease without using both moral and legal 
restraints t The better part among polyga
misls will repent_ and repudillte it, as fad 
a9 the trutb reaches them, but the baser 
sort with whom it originated and who oon. 
trol the institution for personal aggrandizo
men I. and sen~ual gratification, are imper
vious to 1D0rai forces, and nothing but pains 
and penalties can reach tbem, or produoe a 
reform. So, lIB far a8 tbis olass is con
cerned, if polygamy ceases, it must be 
orushed out,,just aB tbe olher twin, slavery, 
was, by law enforoed. 

The pretense on the part -ot'Polygllmists 
that it is a. part of their religion, lind there. 
fore conat\tutionnl, is "loo:lhin" to conceal 
the hypocrisy of lhose wbo make it. 

In the books aoknowledged by them
selves It Is plainly deolared a crime, and a& 
pillinly forbidden; and all the jesuitical 
subtlety of tbeir craftiest ones can nol evade 
it. Another oonsideration is tbat communi
ties long tolerated in ils practice will oome 
to look upon it as lawful from uaage, espe
cially will this be the case with the young. 
Further, polygamy ippeals to the brutish 
element in all oountries, and the license it 
olfers draws 10 ita support that 01as6; and 
reoenliy sinoe tbe a.bomination is neiter 
kllown, draws its converts largely from Ihe 
same class. 

The wife of a prominent polygamist said' 
to Ihe wriler, speaking ot ber husband, 
"he was once a kind husband lind father i 
but ho is become brl1liab, witbout atreclion, 
for any of his wives or ohildrcn." But 10' 
be as mild as possible In jUdging the man 
that had once been "a kiud husbanll," she, 
oaid "he was now II fanallo." An apostle· 
thus is cbarncterizcd by his own wife, a. 
"bi-uiish faDatic." 

The otber available siring Ihat polygolll
ists a.lwaYB pull, as a IInal reaort:ls the cry 
of perseouticn. It is true tbnt Borne LaHer 
Day Bllints havc beon persecuted i but if 
the poiygamous LaUer Day Saints han 
been perseouted, then every crilLinnl may 
be s!lid to be persecuted wben jU6tice sceka ' 
bis punisbment. 

In dealing with Utah these two faots 
should be constantly borne in mind :-}o'irsl, 
Ihllt the masses lire houest 1D~l'l anll women, 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



20 TH.E MESSENGER. 

(}esirous to obey the law of God, n.nd willing 
to obey the InwB of their oounlry I but !>TIl 
the viotims of an oligarchy, who have mia' 
led them to sene their selfish ends i lind, 
eecond, that tbis oligarohy, diareg!>rding 
both tbe l&w of God and man, are sworn 
enemies ot tbe government, and of &11 gov
-ernmeniB, exoept their own. 

.. - .. 
The 11011' Pl'ic!ltbood. 

This 8ubjeot baa received a good deal of 
attenLlon in all agos o( the Churoh, and in 

'none, more than in this; and atill there ie 
rell80n Lo believe that it Is lnrgely miDun· 
deratood, The pretentions put (orth by tbe 
Churoh of llome, in virtue ot their priest
hood, shook.s the Protestant world, and pro· 
vokes the aneers ot infidels; but the Brig
hamitea have gone ao much farther in tbelr 
pompous pretensions, thal anti-obrist popo
ry appellrs modest and IImiable in tbe com· 
pllrlsnn. In the examination nf tbis sub
ject, It may as well be stated, that j~ is Mt 
the Intention to repeat merely what otbers 
have said before us; but 10 clIll IIttention 
to what hilS been omitted in treating upon 
it. Priesthood is &uthority, - deleg&ted 
antbority.-and as it is holy, its office is to 
minister In holy tbings i viz, the word of 
the gospel, the ordinanoes, and tbe Spirit, 
and-what els9 t Nothing else wbatever. 
nut in the disoharge of thess duties oon
sists all the keys, so muoh talked of, a8 
symbolizing the power of Ihe holy priest
hood. And tbis power Is in the reoognition 
or God, in the sot of obedionce on tbe part 
of those ministered to; and not in any senss 
doos It res~ or velt in tbo administrator; 
they being but ~artben vossels, Ihe power 
and the glory belong 10 God. So that boe.st· 
ing is excluded, or if indulged in, His 115 St. 
1'lIul says, "/QOli3hne8l." nut wben tbat 
boasling is for tbe purposo of deoeivlng and 
despoiling tbe unsuspecting, tb e wealt and 
confiding, it then becomes bllseness. The 
priesthood recognized by tbe gospel, is n 
minislry under dod, 10 01111, persuade, di. 
net and feed j Ihat of nnli-ohrist is n "dic
tatoT," to rob thosc wbo submit to it. And 
if it Is delegtlted nutborily, it will revort 
haok to him wbo gave it, when Hs work has 
been acoomplished, as Paul teaohos when 
be SBy~ of JeBU! the great high priest, when 
be has finisbed bis work r(ltul'Ds all to God 
who is tbenceforth all in all, and bere is an 
~nd of an everlll6ting priesthood. It Is 
everlasting, just as the mountains IIrB ever
lasling or continuous, unUl Ibo work which 
it authorizes is aocomplished. 

Among the CIIUSCS which have wreugM so 
muoh mischief and ruin to the Cbnrch i ils 
r~jeelion; Ihe oponing the door to usurpa
tion nnd nil its kindred evils, fnlae notions 
of priosthood may be ect down as chief; 
not only IImong tho Elders, but IImong tbe 
masses of tbe Chl1foh. How distorted were 
euch.notions, on their part to tolerllte, tbe 
bald !lSBulDptions, and lingrant usurpations, 
tbe senseless pretenses of power, the open 
repudilllion of tho sacred books, lind tbe 
shameless and blnspbemous mookeries of 
endowment ceremonies. Presumptuous ar
rogaDce, ~nsunlily lind wolf· like rapllcUy, 

all under the prelenoe or authority,-of 
priesthood. If false views of priesthOod 
hllvo been 80 potent in the destruotion or 
the Churoh, oorreot ones lire essential in 
order to reinflate It. Reinstate the Churoh f 
Yes, and more than tbis, Is, we think, tbe 
design of God in tbe lleorganlution, to re
in.late it upon first prinoiples, with II betltr 
underslanding of those prinoiples. And in 
this there \s II. safeguard agllinst fulure 
temptatioDs-lo hecome heady. aping Ihe 
load that tried to swell out to the propor
tions of the ox-and justly bring upon.lt
Belf tbl! contempt of men and the curso of 
God. Jesus the groat high priest, to whom 
!logels mioistered lind multitudes followed, 
ahared his bread with the poor, hlld not o( 
his own "where to Jay his head." Suoh 
WM his life; and in death, hiB burial WIIS 
&n alms deed. And his oboeen o.posUes re
oeived the oontrlbutlons ot the Bllints, only 
to distribute to the poor. What a contrllst 
to the pretenders of Utah, whose avarice Is 
a proverb among themselves. Tbe obarac
tor we ha.ve g\\'en to the Utah pretender! Is 
justified by their' own words and aols, or 
tbeir shuming upon this lIubjeo!. Tbe 

. teacbing o( the books, so fflr as they relate 
to tho matter, epooi'lloally, show tbat in reo 
Bpect to priesthood, togetber with general 
blessings, tbe promisos are, "To thoe lind 
thysoed," "To you and your children." But 
when these pretenders aroso, "lineal priest
hood" W~B denied, b~()auso it oompletely 
extinguished their hopes of power. nut 
now, with tbe unblushing efi'fontery of by
poorisy, the ohief oonspirlltor nnd ueurper 
proolaims 1Ineo.I priesthood in his attempt 
to provide for a suooessor. In 1844, it for
bid tbeir intended usurpations, and was by 
them denounoed; no" it favors a prolonga
lion of the usurped prerogatives, and it is 
oonoeded. Tbis is a testimony to the Roor
ganization, similar to thllt borne to the truth 
'by tbe "unclean spirits." The slime thing 
was done by James J, Strang, who was a 
muoh e.bler, though loss suooossful pretend
er than Brighnm Young. Suoh inconsist
enoies are the sure marks of deception lind 
rraud. The notion that this prlestbood oon
tinuu in the "world to come," as a souroe 
of power, tends to In8ale the jmaginalion, 
lind gralify vnnlly IInll. self·conceit; but 
who oan define its functions, even in this 
world, after tbllt lime arrives, when there 
she.11 be no more teaching everyone tbeir 
neighbor, when "nll ehaU know Ihe Lord 
from the leaB«; to the grenteet." 

Tbe exhibitions of the former and tho lnt
ler day apostllsy hnve rendered Ihe very 
name priesthood synonymous with priest
craft, and, like a millstone, hangs upon ev
ery attempt at reform lind rCIII Improve
ment. The IIggregation of the UtBh priest
hood ie fitly chllraoterhed by "wella with
Ollt water, olouds oarried" lib out, who apeak 
gren~ swelling words of vanity, alluring 
through the lusts of the Hesh and "much 
wantonness," 'Promising "liberty, nre them
solyos tbo. servants of oorruption." Btich 
lire tbo fat oe.tUe tbat push the lenn, in their 
exactions, lind "foul the waters." J08~ph 

Smith said of such, "Farewell to thllt man's 
priesthood," We mEly add that priesthood 

" 

ie that whioh tellobes an.} ministers the 
law of God; while that wbioh violates and 
perverts tbatla w is prieetcrafl. . - . 

Exce~l!Jes and EXlt'cmes, 
To avoid either ot tbeBe, we must avoid 

both-tbe one follows tbe other, as effect 
follows clluse. A 8triki~g illuelration of 
this Is seen in the eaas of tboee who, In' 
their exoeBsiYe zeal, portray their emotion 
upon religion ae an exaot, soienoe. inoluding 
the being of God, whom tbey deBoribe with 
the aoouracy of the pbysiologist or IInato· 
mist, lIa practioing all Ibe arts Bnd nocll
tions known to mon-8uob 118 gllrdeDing, 
milking olothlng, kindling firea, sbouting, 
fighting, wrestling, ellting, debating, spellk
ing in thunder lonee, wbispering, and tben 
keeping silenoe; and when thia dreamy 
spell Is broken, reaction @eta in, and the 
next wo hear of them is in equally oonll
dent lones, that there Is no certain Iruth in 
religIon, and no God, slIVe Ibe essenoe of nil
lure. H Ihey ICtr~ too materilll, they ar6flOID 
too etherial. Having touc~ed both ,extremes, 
they are likely to become thencerortb the 
"foot balls" of ohliDoe, bounding and reo 
bounding between tbem. The medium be
tween tbeee dislIstrous extremes, evidently, 
is to IIdjust our emotlODs, as well' as our 
failb, to the spbere we &etually oooupy 
to Ibis world, nnd as the world to come 
has a oorrespondenc,Y with tbis, it will lIuit 
tbat world a180. Tho fruU tbat will be 110-

oeptabJ\! in the great fruit exhibition or the 
future, Is tba.t whioh, will bear inspection 
here. -, 

, This oriterion, if Insisted upon universal
ly, would be a notioe to pretenders Ilnd 
qUllcks of all deser! pHons to quit; and ellt'h 
mig~t build and inbablt, plant and ellt Ihe 
fruit of tbeir lnbor. A system of religion 
tbElt does not blcss here, gives no Qssurance 
that It will bless here&fter. Jesus would 
have the test applied here-as ye would 
tbat otbers ~hould do to you, do even S) to 
them-but pretenders, to gain time, point 
to a test out of tbia world. 

Popes nor their apes could stand II pres
ent test, 80 tbe surest way to get rid of tbe 
whole quack fnmily, is to insist upon SlIcb 
a test, nnd become free. 

In Bome parts o( Sussex, Et\glllnd, tbere 
is a superstition tbat if you put on your 
rigM stocking, rigbt shoe nnd right trouser 
leg before the left, you will never hflVc 
tooth lIob e. Lady Wentworth, in a letter 
written in 1713, to her son, Lord Strafford, 
spoke of the effiOBOY of wolves' teeth in 
gold, to assist ohildren in oulling their 
teeth: "They Bra very lucky things; for 
my twoe first one did die, tbe otber bred 
his very ill, and none of yo reet did, for I 
had one for all tho rcst. II 

Tho Truo Latter Day Saints' Jlel'llid. 

TDIl! I. tho officlat organ of tho nourg.nlT.o,t Church 
oC J.ens Chrl.t or Latter Day Ealnl., pnbll.hed &I 

1'1&00, Kondall Co., 1II100io, ,.ml.monthl" a2 pag ... 
Jo •• pIlSmltb, Editor. '2.1. ror renr, Cr •• or r08to, •. 

TIlS M.suNO ... of lb. Reorganized Chmcb of J.e •• 
Christ oC Latter Day Sai"ts, I. pllbUobed monthly, .t 
Bnlt Lake City, Ulab. JASO~ W. DnlOo., editor. 

TERM8:-l'tru GZKTS per yenr. To the Dritf.h 
hies Sa.enly-fl •• cent •• 

Communications and remlttanc.. sbould b. "". 
dr ••• ed to JMon W. Brlgg., I'lnDo, ItIlnol •. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



" 

The Messenger 
Of the Heorganized Chul'ch of J eaus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 

The Truth I!Ihall Hake you Frec.-J&~us. 

VOL. 2. SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, APRIL, 1876. 

The Stl'lIl!l'l!I'lc of ("oll'!;llI"), (01' 
a I,c;;ul l';xhilclICC, 

i'be struggle for a legal 81alu8 on the 
part of polygamisls in the courls of the 
United Slates and or Utah, bas been prose· 

-euled thus fnr against diseounging odds i 
on Ilccount of Ihe lIols of Cougress making 
it Ii orime. And tbe admission (10 8V1lde 
alimony) of Drighaw Young Ihat the whole 
thiog was wltbout the sanotion of law, 
wilh Ih. aumisoion, "We never pretended 
it was legnl i" and now IlO a forlorn bope, 
for the oue logged inslitulion, Iln attempt is 
being made 10 get New ~Iexieo, with a 8parce 
popUlation of while men, admilled as a 
sovereign state, lIud'then, after the manner 
of tho slneocracy in respect to Kansas, to 
take possession of l\lo slate government, 
anI! make polygamy legal by statuto law, 
Governor Axtel, tl10 present governor, be· 
ing in the plot, and owing his present posi
tion to it. That this soheme, jf successful, 
·would still further complicate tbo question, 
muaL be apparent to all. The whole ques· . 
lion of state 80vereignUy would be involveol, 
and givfI immense strength 10 the pOllmon . 
of the po Iygamisls. This attempt to oul
tlank Congress on tbe polygamy question, ie 
II superb apecimen of lactics, eqUId 10 the 
ocoasion; and thero is but one considera
tion in it to mar tho prospect of success, 
viz, the loss of the central position, involv
ing defeat both in Utah nnd New IIIulco. 
·'1'his devouny wished for consummation, 
bowever, must be the crown of Buitable ef
forts tending to such a lesuU, lind flO/ the 
stand slill policy, waiting to .see it "die 
·out." 

The toosin of war should be sounded in 
_every pulpil and hamlet in our broad land. 
Religion, Inoralily, socialily, and mental 

,freedom arc al elake, are menanced by the 
· Utah Oligarchy in this nltempl to enlrenoh. 
.itself behind state sovcreignity. And in 
·thiB oonnection it is worthy at oonsideration 
whether t\le final extinguisher, in lhe shape 

· of a oonslilutioulIl amendment forbi<lding 
polygamy in the United Slat08 ...... a 8uitablo 

· amendUlont-just a8 in tho CIISO of lis "twin 
relic," is nol the suresl safeguard. Su
pinenesB on the pad of Congre8s lIud the 
people nHowed slavery to intrenoh itself in 
the snmo WILY, and to dislouge it, cost of 
untold value, blood and trellBure. 

Let polygamy become a. etate insUlution, 
and her senators nnd representatives may 
take their several hareme to Wasbington, 
on pri,vilege, and demllnd social equalily i 
and in this oontact. with the young, its ef· 
feet must saeily be seen. The downward

t 

grade Is rapid, and at ea8Y Btages; "first, 
..aI"hQr; then pity; then emhrace." And now 
let it be known that w·e and Ihe Reorgan
.hed Church or Jesus Christ of Lllttel' Day 

Saints which we represent, having de· 
nounced the institution in all its ramifica
tions, and raised our warning as Ii people, 
and by indiyidual elfort IIgainat it, we shall 
be exonerated by a reflecting postetily from 
responsibility in the matter. If the socil1ol 
"upas" obtains "legal" conditions 10 me· 
Ilace, annoy, and poison Hoeiety within Ihll 
realm of theso United States, the orime 
'shall lie at the door of tbose who, as tools 
or through supineness, han wrought the 
evil or permitted it. .. - .. 

JIlstory or tllC Reorganization of tllC 

Church of Jesus Christ of LatteI' 
Da), Sainis.-CIIAl'. n. 

Ill. the beginning of tho dispensation the 
first idea rela.ting to it Wll8 oomDlunioatecl 
in answer to prayer, and in this renewal of 
that work tbe nrst assuranclI touching It 
was also reoeived ill. answer to prayer; and 
whilo thus ill. doubt as to who.t those tbings 
should mean spoken respecting organizing 
at the ensuing oonfcrenae, we aame togeth- ' 
er in this branch of the Church, (Yellow
atone lIranoh), fssUng and, praying for in. 
structiqn from God i and on the 20th day of 
March, 1863, Ihe following WIlS received, 
and wrillen at tho time, (in a meeting ap· 
pointed expressly to inquire of the Lord), 
by Henry }[. Deam: 

"Verily, thua saith Ihe Lord,8s I said 
unto my servant lIloses, see Ihou do all 
things aocording to the pattern, so say 
Bay 1 unto you. Behold tbe paltern is be· 
fore you. It is my will that yau respect 

. aun.ority in my ohurch; therefore let the 
greatest among you preside at your confer· 
ence. Let three men be appointed by the 
Conferenoe to selecl selen men from among 
you, who shall oompose II majority of the 
twelve apostles; for it· is my will Lhllt Ihat 
quorum should not be filled up at present. 
Let the presid~nt of tbe conferenoe, a8slst~ 
cd by two others, ordain tbem, (tbe senior 
of tbem shall preside) i let tbem select 
twelve men from among you and ordain 
them to COUlpose my high counoil. Dehold, 
ye under8tand the ordor of tbe Bishoprick, 
the Seventy, the Elders, the Priesta, Teach
ers and Deacons. These organize Ilooord
ing to the paUern. Behold I will be with 
you unto the end. Even eo. Amen." 

This whioh seemed to give 8ufficien~ light 
to move understandingly upon the assem
bling of the oonferenoe of April 6tb, 1853, 
it was found that we were not yet prepe.red, 
for it was noL determined who WIlS the 
greate8t, that the oonferenoe might be or
ganized i and, moreover, fow oould IIppre
oiato the instruction given, and still more 
knew nothing of it till then, lI1l.d lheir 
minds were turl!-ed lowa.rds the books 10 
asoertain the ma.nner to proceed. The 
ohoioe of " presiding offioer lay between 
High Priests and Sevenlys, (Presidell.t of 
Snenty), and UpOll. this, and questioll.s e.e, 
lating to organilalion, I wo whole da18 were 

No,6. 

spent in continuous disoussion, in oounoil, 
with a>iemporary president i· at tne olose of 
whic.h a. final vote was oalled to determine 
between a lligh Priest -and a Sevenly to 
preside over tbe Conferenoe, wilh the Col
lowing rosult: nine t~ nine, thero being 
present nineteen }llders, including two 
High Priests. J. W. Driggs, one of them, 
was finally ohoHan president of tbe conter
enoe, and an appeal to heaven was agreed 
upon iq solemn prayer on the evening of 
April 7th. Tliis meeting is memorable in 
the history of the Reorganization. It was 
at this meeting that an eXhibition of power, 
light, aud unily of spirit, a.bove any ever 
before witnessed among us. Tongues were 
spoken and interpreted i hymns sung in 
\ongucs and the inter.pretation sung; proph
ecy a.nd visions were exeroised bere for the 
first lime to the writer. ]\[an1 8ang in 
tongues in perfect harmony at onCe, aB 

though they ooustituted a. well praotioed 
chplr. Angels appeared and were seen by" 
8ome, and Il teaHmony of their presence 
given by olhera affirming one of them to be 
tho recording allgel~ whp eOlhibited .II par
tially unrolled parohment 118 an unfinished 
reoord upon whioh we werB a.S6ured ehQuld 
be reoorded tbe aot we were called to per
form in the Ueorgo.nizalion of the Church, 
confirmation of the foregoing revelation of 
the 20th of March, given, enjoining obedi· 
enee to Lhe same. Tho evident pi-oafa or 
divine direction were so strong, that douht 
disappeared, while the light WIIS 80 clear 
to all that diversity of opinion oeased, 
and the whole people were truly of one 
heart Ilnd one soul. And on the next morn
Ing, at the opening of 'the session, the reno 
lalion of IIlarch 20lh wae presented to the 
Conference, and acoepted a& auoh by unani
mOU8 voioe; after which Lhe following per
sons were chosen as the three to select Lhe 
seven to be ordained into the quorum of 
twelve apostles. Cyrus Newkirk, Ethan 
Griffith lind William Cline, who seleoted the 
following seven pOrS0l18, .wbo were accepted 
by Lhe conference, and ordained according 
to the instructions previously given, viz: 
Zenas U, Gurly, Jason W. Driggs, Henry n. 
Deam, neuben Newkirk, John Cunningham, 
George White, IIond Daniel D. Rasey. The 
ordinations took pilloe in the afternoon 8es· 
sion, on the 8th, in the following order: 
Henry H, Deam wa.s nnt ordained by Jason 
W. Briggs, (the president oUbe oonfereno·e), 
assisted by Zenas H. Gurley ~nd Reuben 
Newkirk; then Henry II. Deam, assisted 
by Zenas II. Gurley and Reuben Nllwkirk, 
ordained JlIson lV. Briggs; then Jason W. 
Brins, assisled by IIenry H. Deam and 
':Reuhen Newkirk, ordained Zonas II. Gur
ley i a.nd then J u,son W. Driggs, assisted by 
Henry R. Dellm lind Zenlll R. Gurley, or-
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dained the other four of the seven chosen. 
At this ftIIm6 seasion of oonference. Samuel 
Dlair WIIS chosen Cburch Reoorder, and J. 
W. Briggs, Churoh Historian. 

JASON W. BR,IOOS EDITOR. 

SnIt Lake City, AprIl, 1876. 

AT an accidental meeting, on our 'part, 
with the Brighamite missionaries, Steward 
and Wells, (son of D. H. Wells), at the 
house of David Williams, Canton, Illinois, 
on March 8th, last, in defense of polygamy 
they denied that Joseph and Hyrum had 
denounced it as published in the 2'imu 
aM Seasons, which was not at hand to re. 
ter to. I appealed to }Ir. W. whether he 
had read the statement referred to in which 
,loseph and Hyrum denounced polygamy 
as false and corrupt, not believed nor prac
ticed; he answered that he had. And this 
statement was made some time after tho date 
of the pretended revelation on polygamy, 
and I had asked those to reconcile the twO. 
At this }[r. Steward Bettled back in his 
chair, with a mixturcofdignityand disgust, 
too full or too empty, to reply. At this his 
young colleague, lIIr. Wells, son of the 
Counselor of Brigham Young, mo.de the 
followiug clrcumstanlinl answer: thnt tho 
statement made by Joseph and Hyrum was 
a "prudcntinl stntement jn becauso the 
time ha.d not come to tench polygamy pub.. 
licly, nor yet to the Church. And in sup.. 
port (If this view, Peter's denial of J eaus 
was instanced, nnd amplified' ns follows! 
"If Peter who hnd received the keys of 
the kingdom and tllo priesthood, had then 
nnd there confessed Cl1rlst, he would have 
been arrested and probably put to death 
with J eBUS; but by telling one lie, Rnd re. 
peatlng it tlVice, be saved his life and was 
enabled to pr~ach Christ nnd perform a 
great work for others. His whole sub. 
sequent apostolic career depended upon 
that one falsehood. It was a llT1tdenlial 
!tatc"!ent. And so with Joseph and Hy. 
rum, It was not prudent nt tlll!.t time to state 
the truth." 

This is pure Brighnmism. But what a 
confession I The prophet and patriarch 
Ihe two first presidents of the Church· afre; 
receiving a revelation authorizing p~lyga.. 
my, Ilnd threo.tening "do.mnation" to all 
who reject it, Bolemnly declare that no 
such doctrine is believed or practiced
telling a lie, because it was not prudent' at 
that time to tell the truth! And this false.. 
hood. was repeated, as occasion required, 
for IIIne years, when it became "prudent" 
to proclaim the truth. Is it this schooling 
in duplicity that guarantees their truthful. 
ness now I Is tlIe impeachment of a wit. 
ncss necessary or likely to give "nlue to 
their testimony? The ground taken by 
thes~ men will not be questioned by Brig. 
hamltcs, but on reading it in TlIE lIEs.. 
f'.ENOEl1. It will probably not be considered 
"II prudenlln1'.' ac!mowledgmcnt to make 
to outsiders and in Illinois. Similar "PTU. 

denLial statements" are usually made by 
all classes of wrong doers, when charged i 
so that it must beacen that there is a strong 
probability that common people will con· 
found Drighamites with other liars, and 
part of the great family of scamps and de. 
celvers. 

}[r. John Tnylor, in 1850, in n public 
discussion in France, on being accused of 
pplygnDlous proclivities, said: 

"We are accused here of polygamy and 
actions the most indelicate, obscene' nnd 
disgusting, such than none but a cor. 
rupt and depraved henrt could have con· 
ceIved." 

And to refute this charge, lIe read from 
the Doctrine and Covenants the article on 
marriage, in which the husband and wife 
'covenant to keep themselves for each other 
IUld . from all others during their lives. 
And in 1864, when asked by E. C. Briggs 
how he reconciled his statement then 'with 
the alleged fact of the polygamy revelation 
of 1848, he took the same ground ,-made a 
"prudential statement j" for If he had own. 
eel himself a polygamist, which he was at 
the time, he would have been driven out 
of France, and so cut off bis usefulness in 
that country. "What! llr. Taylor tell n 
lie," said E. C. Briggs. "Yes," said tbe 
former, "under the circumstances it was 
j ustifiaule, the elr.cum.stan.ces were peell
liar." 

This lIIr. Taylor has been promote(l 
since that prudent atep, to the hend of the 
quorum of apostles of Brigham Young, 
who arc Bending Elders out to enlighten 
people upon religion and morals! Evi. 
dently that which was w.ritten aforetime 
about "false apostles, deceitful workers" 
was written for our admonition-to bewa:'e 
of them. 

----4~--.......... ----
THE 1tIITE OFFERING. 

KEWANEE, Henry Co., II!., 
March 10th, 1876. 

Elder Jason W.Briggs; Respectedbrotl!cr. 
-l~nclosed plcase find a post office order 
for twenty.five doUnrs, given to the Utah 
Chapel Fund, by the Kewanee l'llite Society. 

'Ve meet eo.ch Wednesday, and sew dur. 
ing the do.y, paying five cents cash, every 
week, into the lInte Fund j. with the pro. 
ceeds we try to do all the good we can. 
It is truly a pleasure to meet witb so many 
good hearted sisters, who are ever ready 
and willing to labor for so good a calise." 

Brother, accept our little mites, 
For they arc blest of heaven i 

You may have greater offerings brought 
But none more freely given. ' 

Your sister, AI.ICE FRANCE, 
• . President of Society .. 

ThiS offermg, and the faitll that prompt. 
ed it is an indication that a work so long 
and so much needed is no~ entirely "prac. 
ticable." God will bless the ollcring to 
UlOse who have made it. Sisters every. 
where, will you strC)ngthcn our hands in 
this work? 

The General Conference just closed have 
declared unanimously, by resolution for R 

(,.'lmpel in Salt Lake City, as follows: 
"Resolved, Tho.t this conference look with 

fnvof upon the effort of building a chapel 
RS 1\ hou~e of w(lr~hil1 in Rnlt T.~kn ("h· 

when fo!ftJd pro.ctiell.ble, lhat we will 
encourage its erection. 

"WnEItEM!, Somo years ago it WM pro. 
posed to uuild a house of worship in Salt 
L~ke City, and so~e menns hnving been 
raised to. accomphsh that object which 
,,:a8 placed in the general Church fund, by 
vote of Conference i . 

Resolved, "That this Conference author. 
ize the Bisllop to restore snid money to the 
Utah Chapel Fund, to be used in the erec. 
tion of 1\ building in that place, when the 
e!ection of sllid chapel shall be found pmc. 
tlcable."-Oonfercnce Minutes of .April 6th 
1870. ' 

And as Il former resolution instructed 
the "presidents of branches to take up col. 
lections immediately for the Utah Chapel 
Fund," we trust they will bring this mat.. 
ter to the notice of their severnl branches 
to the end that the work may cOllimenc~ 
in fact, and Ille effort be continued until 
accomplished. Tho Bpirit Rntl the bride 
say, "Do this am\ be blest." 

~ - .. 
TlIE Ogden. F'I·ce11lan. of the 7th instant, asks 
lis a copious catalogue of questions, as to 
accusations Rgail;!st J!>seph Smith's teach. 
ings and practices in the past, liS chnrged 
"on the part of llrighnmiles and IIpostates 
from all bmnches of Mormonism;" nnd 
thon says, "If the Josepbites do notslIl1ction 
these irregularities, let them prove it· for 
if they do 80, many a live Yankee will join 
their churcb." The Freeman is right in 
classifiing these accusers as Brighamites 
and various apostates, but he should clIll on 
them to prove what they charge, not on 
somebody else to disprove them. Still "the 
Josephites" 11l1V8 done a great deni tOlVnrd 
it, in denouncIng all these "irregularities" 
on principle, nml impeo.chmg the chief 
accusers ns witnesses. The Freeman further 
8ays: 

"We even heard fhe St. Peler church and 
st.nte theocl'acy.taught hy Elder Brig((s nnd 
II ~s comrades.l rom l'lano, Illinois In the 
Liberal Hall, III Ogden, no longer ago tho.n 
last summer." • Now we assure the Fl'eemall, and nil 
othe~B, on the po.rt of Ehlcr Driggs tha.t 
nothmg was tn\1ght by him at Ogden 01' 

any wllCre else on that subject, eontrnry to 
tbe following definitions adopted in Annu. 
al General Conference of the Rcorgnnb:ed 
Church of Jesus ChristofLo.tter Day Sainls, 
held at Plano,· Illinois, April 11 th 1870 
CIA' ' • t the time of the organizing of the 

chur~h, an~ at n1l subscquent time prior to 
thc dIsperSIOn of Its members from Nauvoo 
Ihe church was simply an Ecclesiasticism ~ 
and, as such, cou\( confer no privilege; 
b~~orc. the law not contained in the pro. 
VISions of the Jaw; nor authorize as a tenet 
that which was fO/'bidden by the law (>f the 
State 'U'?!cre the clI.urrh fIli,qltt f.1'ist, or in con. 
tm~enbon of the constItutional basis on 
winch the church was built. -the woni of 
God." ' 

--------~-~-4~ ______ _ 
TlIE ellbrtof J. n. E. In reply to an editor. 
ial article ofTlIE lIIESSENGER, in the col. 
u~ns of the Heralc1, will reach many who 
Will never Bce the article itself i because 
we co.nnot supply but a Bmnll Dumber of 
Imck numbers, and this will suggest the 
propriety of the method chosen to notice 
the same. Propriety, or our sense of it 
also forbids Answering a corr('~poU(lent of 
t'_ '" TT" ~ ",' "". -, '" 
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send back numbers ordered as far as we 
have them. 

Four magazines of powder exploded at 
Salt I,nlto City, on the 5th instant, killing 
severnl persons, and Bhaking the city tel'. 
ribly. Another explosion is dreaded that 
may shaller the oligl\rchy and reinstate th~ 
people. Prepare for iI. 

Labels on MESSEN(lEU al'e not changed 
monthly, and errol's sometimes occur; but 
credits are' a! ways given on the lists as 
scnt-uno. we woulo. be very g~d to credit 
a great many more, who perhaps have for. 
gotten i but the printer's hills, nnd all oth. 
ers incidental to the publicntion, 'IOlint let 
us forget it. 

ScnatorChristiancy's bill respecting Utah 
alfairs is unquestionably the best that can 
be feached lit proscnl, und gives satisfac. 
tion to 1111, except law breakers, and that 
class in olllCl' states Illlf\ territories is not 
consulted in framing laws for the preven. 
tion anu }muislul1ent of crime. lVhy do 
80 in Ihia case. 

----~.-. .-.~~~~-----
"Petition by :&11'. (J:llllpbell: :&IemOl'ial 

of the Reorganized Clnu'ch of Jesus Christ 
of Latt!?!' Day Saints, in conference assem· 
bled at Council llluffs, Iowa, that more 
decisive measures be immgnflltCo. in the 
suppression of alleged misrule amI tyranny 
in Utab, to the Committee on the Judi. 
cial'y."-OoJlgressiolllllllecol'd, Mal'"h 3d. 

------~ . .-~~.~----
fin. J. ll. PlUCE, writing to the Heralll in 
rcIlltion to the Utah Chapel, says: 

"'fhenecessity of building a houseofwor. 
ship in 8alt Lake City, is again brought to 
'he Ilurfaee lly the repulllishing of a resolu. 
lion adopted by the Churcll at ils il...DnuElI 
Conference, in 1872, in which presidents of 
brunches arc authorized and requested "to 
'Ilke up collections immediately and remit 
to llishop nogers, and continue to do so 
uulil 1'1 sufilcicnt amount be obtained." 
This l'esolulion was passed nearly three 
years and a hlllf ugo; but alas, the house 
is still untoucbed, anu not knowing how 
much of tile requil'cu Illll0Unt is collected, 
I have no statistical dnta upon which to 
base II calculation as to the number or years 
it lllay yet require to consummllte the work. 

"I for onc, allbough a laboring mlln' 
with a fumily of nine to support enLircly 
from my daily earnings, am willing to re· 
spond according to my ability and liS oficn 
as occasion nlily require, uotil lhe house 
is completeu. Como on, brethren, rich 
allu poor, st:<te your capital, anu I will put 
uown dollar for dollar with you, in propor. 
tion to my means, until Il. house of worship 
shall be erecteu ill SnIt Lilke City, and a 
missionary force established in Utah com. 
mensurate to tile work to be done, and 
worlhy of the dignity nnd claims of the 
ciluse of truth which we h!wc the ilOilO), to 
l'eprcscnt. 

"'I'he evidcllllll of my 8incerity in Ihis lllat· 
tel' you w ill find Tolled 11p in the encloscd 
~el. dollar greenoack. This I will call dona
tion No.1, on behalf of myself lind wife. 

"That tbe hOllse ought to be built, and 
thllt immediately, lUust be obvious to every 
wide.llwllke, true LattCl' Day SlIint. Such 
a tardy movement is [an apparent] dis. 
grace to the wllole Church, from the fllct 
that we lire abundantly able to do it, and a 
hunured fold more for the work's sake. 
I confess that individually I have been too 
negligent; others must make their own 
con/bssion, which I trust they will do in a 
substantial mllnner." 

All AddrclIlI. 
To the Members of the Ueorganbed Cburch 

lind Friends of National Liberty in Utah, 
greeUng: What you may oODotrue 10 be tor
getfulness on my part, in consideration of 
the kind attention you gave me while II mis
-Ilionllry in your midst, I !lan a88ure you is 
only seeming-not in fnot. I trust I oannoL 
forget kind aclslowards my eolf-especially 
when a. stranger, not only in 0. slrange land, 
but in addition the land or the enemy-of 
oppression a.nd miel'ult'. I avail m)'selC of 
the oolumns of the Mel8t11f1cr to say 811coess 
to the steadfastness ot the faithful few of 
the land of all others, to me the most dis
.tasleful, I urge you to continue the efforl, 
and urge Ihe language cf.one or olden time, 
"I,et not thy heart envy sinnors, but be Ihou 
in tho fear of the Lord alilhe day long i for, 
verily, tLere is an end, and thy expeclation 
shall not be cut off." Deliverence will come 
in the due lime of the Lord i Iherefore, let 
patienoe have its porfeot work, Ihat yo IDay 
be perfect also. Ours is the cause of trulh 
and light. The life-giving power of Ihe 
Highest is assuredly wilh us; therefore, my 
heart is glad when I Icnrn of your oontinued 
adherenoe 10 the rod of iron. It will sure
Jy guide to the tree of life all those who re
ly upon Ihe character of its material. n 
breakelh in pieccs that which opposes its 
cour80, and oleara the way olf all obstruo· 
tions, continuing its oourse unlo the end. 

DIy respcQls to all who remember me in 
my fuoblencs8 when in your midst. May 
psace and mercy be with you hencerorlh 
and for6ver. JOBan ELLS. . - . 
The Sllh'illial and Tho Tem. 

IHI1'al. 
It is tbe province or true religion. to open 

np to man the divine polioy in reepect 10 this 
world and also that which is to come. 'The 
next is supposed to lie of more oonsequenoc 
than this, because it constilutes the galher
ing in oflhe grellt harvest, and Ihe garnering 
of Ibe preoiouB fr\lits of a previous life in 
this world; hut the harveet depends upon 
the eeed time of lilis w.orld. It lIarth balh 
Deod of heaven, so heann halh need or 
earlh; and when we are lold Ihat the 
Churoh of God is "Ihe kingdom of heaven," 
it suggests a heavenly policy lor enrlh. 
The gospel is supposell to reveal that policy, 
Ilnd it inoludes the spiritual lind Ihe tem· 
pora!. And while in respect 10 tbe spirit
ual, unity is coni em plated and is II ppreci
ated hy tho believer, and Ihe means, 10 a 
great extent, is recognized to bring abont 
that unitY-"one Lord, one (ailh"-one 
polioy. Dut in regird 10 Ihe lempol'lll, 
how di~jointed,are the notiona and 8cls or 
8llint8; how great a lack of unity. The 
young man 10 whom Jesus revealed Ihis 
heavenly policy respeoting temporal tbings, 
WIlS the type of a class who are grieved at 
it and turn away sorrowful, and slill wiah· 
ing the preoept praotioahle. W II UBe the 
word policy applying to temporalities, be· 
.cause it nries with ciroumsllluces, though 
based upon principles Ihat do not vary, but 
afO as eternal as Irulh itself. Jesus' ad-

• vice to the rich young man, "Soli that tho~ 
hast and give 10 the poor" andoome follow 
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me, WBS two·Cold. 'fhe first part relaled to 
tbe tempornl poliey for tha.t time. Impend
ing ruin was at Ibeir door; a brell.klng up 
ot 800lety and d01'1481l1olion by the demon of 
Wllr, involving the prl\cllcil 108s of ealMes 
and stooks; aud in Ihe faoe of this it were 
wise to sell lind alleviate the poor. Now, 
however, it is expected Ihallhc permanent 
kingdom is being esillbliehedihalshllll pre
nil over Ihe whole, Rnd oonsequently it i8 
not" Lime to sell inheritanoes for distrjbu
tion, bnt for tbe purchasing of inheritances 
{or all, Ihat all may have a right to build 
and inhabit; by possessing Ihe right to Ihe 
Boil on which the house mllst lilllnd, and 
eMh he euabled 10 sit under their own vine 
and fig·tree, by owning Ihe ground out of 
which the vino and fig.lree grow .. Now 
wbile tbe temporal polioy may vary ncoord
ing to oircumstances, it is bnsed upon one 
aud tbo same priuciple, vh: joint ownership 
of Ihe enrl h lind its fruits. And Ibe wisd(>m 
of God and the goodness of Ood, manifested 
iu the gospel of Ibl8 universal kingdom, is 
the utilizing Lbo \larlh and its capabilities 
for the COWIUOU weul. 

This fcalnre of luo gospel has "grieved" 
a grcl\l. nUlIlY LcsiJe Ihat particular "young 
man." It is a 'Grl of ieonoe\aam that slrikes 
at tbe root of scl6shoesF, and lit all tbe in
stitutions resting upon it. It grieves Iha 
rich and prouu, Ibo speculator, ~Iock job> 
boro, loan mongers, anu nil tho Cbl'isliall 
Shylocks of ev~ry age IIOU uispensation; 
beoause it ibrealcns extermination 10 every 
species of lords, 8ycn 10 landlords, allu Ihe 
reoognilion of tha "one I,ord," nnd I he 
equalily of bis people a8 (lne people, or olle 
bod)'. Ah! Ibat word "equality," how 
nicely it sound a in orations, plalform reso. 
lutions, sermons nlld pray oro. It is lin or
Ilament in evel'y Ireatise upon Ibe "brolhu
hood of Ihe human race; lind slalcsmen 
and moralists !lnd enn Christians bave 
agreed to do themselves honor by pro· 
nouncing It, and make all image to iL and 
exp.it it "far above all he!lvcna" and worship 
it. But when inslsled upon BB a practical 
Ibing adapted 10 Ihe earlh, 10 be "useful," 
its charm is g(me. It will do for ornament, 
bue nol for U$e. We nre "grioved" al it. 
Such a blessed realization Is looked for in 
hellvcn, but not on earth. And ),et we
preaoh that the kingdom of heaven i. CQ11I(, 

and sing of "heaven begun below," aB 
found by "men nf grace." So Ihnl thoBe 
who are grieved ond lurn away 0.1 Ihis 
prinoiple of Ibe gospel olln not be "in' 
graoe;" and how hard it will be for slIoh to 
enter into the kingdom ot heaven, iSllnswsr
ed by determining just bow haru it is for 
them to orucify self and love Iheir neigh
hoI' liS Ihemselves-not in word only, but 
in deed. It ie evident thai when the king. 
doms of Ihis world hnvo become Ihe king. 
dom of our Loru, they will bave ob!lllged 
their charaotors in this respeol, lind cease 
to hn'd it Over one nuolher, as Jesue said it 
was the ouslom of the OClllilcs; but it 
should not be so among his disciples. 
lIence the truo disciples, the church 01' 

kingdom of Ood. must oommend ilself to 
tbe world, and forn! a conlrulit II? the king. 
doms of Ihe world in its lamporal P?licy, liS 
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well 8S in ite doctrines, or theory; Bnd 
teach and exhibit in works the principles of 
equa.lity in temporal tliings, for the obtain
iDg of spiritual (or eternal) things,-the 
laller dependenF on the former,-and thus 
in praotice as well ae in theory instru1lt, 
and of lheso who refuse it condemn the 
world. One atUempl to aUain to this has 
failed; the head was wanling. It is now 
being tried ag~in; is I,be heart wanting? . - .. 

The (luestioll of Trespass. 
The Herald, clothed in its mantle of char

ity, Becs fit to argue with the Junction, the 
legal bearings of the junotion's peculiar to 
the Slllt IlI.nd. There is a higher tribunal 
than the Congress or tbe Ullited St~tes, but 
I need not appeal to il, for U i8 n court of 
original jurisdiction in this porlicular casc. 
lIIy liret witness is Mllriettll Corey, outhor 
or "Sixteen Yellrs Among the l\Iormons." 
H i8 twenty years since I relld her testi
mony, nnd time haa confirmed eYery word 

'oC U. I have no~ seen her bo()k since that 
time, and of course can not recall much of 
hllr evidence. She mllrried n. young man 
who was altogether unworthy of her; ond 
Wl\8 monied when but R ch11d of, I think, 
fourteen years. Sho Bays sho did U to keep 
from falling into the embraoes of old bald· 
headed men in NIlUvoo, who were pursuing 
her. Now was H, or was it not, a trespllss 
O!l the pa.r~ of the aforesaid bald-hellded old 
genUemen-(b8ld-headis her word-genUe
men is mine; Peter and Jude use harsh 
epithets, but this is a polite nge, and I am 
required by it to say old gentlemen.) 

Pretty soon this ohild.wife mada a ler
rible discovery - tbat there were brig
ands in tho Church. I use the term brig
and inste8d of the usual one, because of Ihe' 
orthographieal Ilffinity of the two words, 
brigand Ism Ilnd Drigh9.mism: 8nd this latter 
I will try' to avoid. She discovered nt the 
Bame lime that her husband-unto ;whose 
keeping ahe hlld given her child heart-was 
s brigllnd, and;hie time devoled to distant 
raids in search of plunder. . 

The child-wife became s ohild-molher, aL 
n lime when her husband was awny on a 
marauding expedition. She was olonll in a 
hut on lhe PIntle Valley; it was night, tha 
winds swept through the open chink!, and 
the wolves howled at the door; she put her 
dead infllnt lip on lh", poles lit tbe roof, and 
Bllt in the cold and tho darkness. 

Sbo got through to tbe vallies of the 
mountains, nnd If her hellrt was nol cheer
ed by the eight of the IlInd of promise, with 
its Jordan Ilnd Dead Sell, we may lit lenst 
suppose her mighty ghd to get out of the 
wilderness. Her husband never ca.me to 
her, and she never lea.rned his fllte. .When 
she (elt (ree she wished to morry a mon who 
loved her, Ilnd who hlld]oinod the Churoh in 
hope of getting her tor a wife. Tbe chiefs 
interposed and made use of their interesting 
widow, to entrap GentileB into their power, 
lind the book contains details of dark deeds. 

The ohiefs further interested themselves 
in her case, by appointing her to be s plu
rallo a brother already established in the 
business of breaking hEarte. It is !'ruum-

THE MESSENGER. 

able that the determinaUon was reaohed 
after due oounseling, with prayer &0.; al 
least it was the will. of the Lord:snd musl 
be accomplished j Bnd her resistance WBS 

In vain, 8nd she wenl through the prelim!. 
naries, whlllever they ara. Potruoia 
chuokled at his triumph and braeed him-' 
sclf for the finlll struggle. A boUle of 
poi Bon which she took, or was about to tllke, 
88Ved her from-ln'Pa~~. 

IIer affiaoced husband had loft: Ihe valley 
of the Baints, lind her 801e thought was to 
esoape 8nd go 10 him; but she was guarded 
nnd watohed by nigbt and day. Onoe 
wben fleeing at nighl, she was apprehend
ed and forced bllok to her prison home: 
She had despaired of gelling BWBY, when 
at last tor an unexpillinod re8son, the chief 
called olr his minions, Bnd she was fr~e. 

S. F. W. 

-~--.. --~--
.. God's House. 

The IIpostle Paul wrote to the Corinthia.n 
ohureh, "1'e ore God's building." It will 
be oonoeded by all thBt tbe firsl requieite 
for a building is a foundation; and that in 
preparing 8. foundlltion, it is necessary to 
olear lLway 8ny looso surf8ce, soil or debris 
that may have aocumulated upon the spot 
on which the building is to be erected. In 
respeot to thil foundation of God's building, 
the lIame apostle writes, "Other foundlltion 
can no,mlln lay than that Is lnid, which is 
Jesu8 Christ." If then tbe foundlltion WIIS 

laid at that early time, it is oot only pos
sible, but quite probable, tbllt some rubbish 
and dehris may hna oollected upon it sinGe 
that time. It will then be neccS8Bry for 
anyone intending to build upon the foun
dation spoken of, to have some knowledge 
of the nature of that foundo.Uon before 
commencing to dig fol' H. The mlln who 
proposes 10 build 0. houae, and wlahes to 
ho.vo it built upon a rock, ought at least 10 
know tbo difference between rook, clay or 
sllnd; l~st It hllppen that while he thinks 
he'ia building upon 8 rock, he mlly in fe81-
lIy be bIlllding up~n the olny, or still worse, 
upon the sand. Upon the Slime principle it 
will be needful 10 hllve some knowledge of 
the foundation which is laid Cor the spirUu
III houae, in order, thllt he who builds may 
even know whether there is any 100S0 ma
terial oolleoted upon it or not, and in case 
it mlly be found that tradition hilS heaped 
some debris upon it, he may be able 10 dis
cern, or know the true foundation when he 
digs down and comes to it. lIence It is ex
pedient not only to know what the record 
BaY8 the toundation ·is; but also to know 
the desoription ginn of it, that we may not 
oonfound it with something else. Tho 
Christ Baid, "Searoh the Soriptures, for in 
them ye think yo have eternal life, nnd 
they are lhey whioh tesUfy of me. In oon
nection with this we must bear In mind 
that the Scriptures of the Now Testament 
were not then written, and as a consequenoe, 
the reference mUBt have been 10 the Old 
Testament. Let us searoh the 014, Testa
ment Soriptures then to soe what testimony 
they bellr in relation 10 tho Christ lind 10 
begin, it might be well to notioe somHefer-

eneea Paul made to them in oha~lqr t~n of 
the first Corinthian leUer. Speaking of the 
Isrllolitish falhers, he anys that they "did 
all ellt the Slime spirillld; lind did all drink 
tho slime spiritual drink; for Ihey drllnk of 
thal spiritual rook tbat follo",ed Ih~m, and 
that rock was Chri~I." Christ is here 
spoken of as a spirilual rock whicb follow
ed the Israolilea, and or which they drank. 
The figure is evidently laken from Ihe cir. 
cumstance .t1mt ooourred at the rock in 
Horeb, at a Hme .. hrn Ihe Israeliles were 
Buffering from \V8DL of wulor. 

"Debold I will slno,1 before tbee there 
upon the rock in II oreb, RDd thou shalt 
smite the rock, aud tbere sball come wsler 
out of it that Ibe people may drink. And 
Moses did 80 in Ibe sight of the Elders of 
Israel.'·-Ex. 17: G, 

Now while it was the rock tbat \\'8S smiL
ten and sppcnred to furnish th!J water, no· 
tioe IbAt tho Lord elood upon the rook, snd 
Iho drctlm~tauoe8 t hu~ prove a striking 
type of what WRB oftenVII.rde done at Cal
nry. 

In »Cllicronomy Ihirty·second ohllpter, it 
le811ld: ' 

"Ascribe ye Itrc!l.tness unlo our God, 
He is tbe Rock, hie work is perfect: for 1111 
his waye are judgment; a God of truth lind 
without iniquity, just nud right is be.'" 

At the eighteelh verso of the same chap
ter it is soid, "Of the rook thnt b~gllt thee 

. thou Brt unmindful, nnd hnst forgoUen 
God that formed thee," llut it mny be Bald 
tbat Christ was tbe rock of whioh PlIul 
spBke, and that God is the rock of which 
1II oall8 spoke. 

It musl be rcqtembered that while God ie 
the author, First Cnuse; Christ, fhe Only 
Degotten, the Son is nhl'll.J'B ncknowledged 
aB the nellve agent in Ihe work of creation 
and redemption. Geoosis, ohRpler 1; John, 
chnpter 1; lIebraw,. chapter 1. In -the 
worde of Isaiah !l : 0 : 

"For unto \19 n chHd is born, unto us II 

son ie given; and tho government ehllll be 
upon his shoulder; nnd his nitTlle shall be 
clI1\cd Wonderful, Counsellor; The Mighty 
God, The Everlasting Father, The l'rince of 
Peaoo. Of Lhe inorease of his government 
nnd penoe there is no end, upon the throne of 
Dovid, Bnel upon his kingdom, 10 order it, 
and to establish it with judgment lind with 
justioe from henoeforth and forever." 

It is plainly indioated tbllt the being 
spoken of liS God WBS in renlity the snme BS 

thllt known a8 the Son. Furthermore, com
pllring this with Exodus 23 : 20, 21: 

"Behold I Bend I\n ongel before thee to 
keep thee in the way, nnd to tiring thee in
to the place which I hRVe prepared. De
ware of him Bnd obey his voioe, provoke 
him not, for he will not pardon your trans
gression; for my name is in him." 

Wellnd the Son spoken of by Isaiah I\nd 
the angel spoken of in Exodus ate oUke in 
tbis, that tbe name of God was in them. 

D. CAMPnIllLL. 
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Tile Truth shall lIIake yon Free.-Juus. 

VOL. 2. SALTLAKE.CITY, UTAH, MAY, 1876. 

11leul01'inl to (!olll:rcss. 
From a Committee oj the Reorganized OAurela 

of Jeau& Ol"i./ of Laller Day Saint., Peti
tioning COlIgTtU to inaugurale more deci.i •• 
mealUTt. ill the ,uppre3lion of mi.,,,l. and 
lyranllY in Utah: .ellillg forlh, with docu
mentary evidenc., that tne Ohurch of JWI. 
(J/tri,t of Laller Day Saini. doe. if I no wi.e 
favor the crimilwl policy of Brigham Young, 

, J·c., J·e., J'e, 
To TIlEIB EXCELLENOIU, TilE PRESIDlilNT 

AND VICE PRESIDENT; AND TUB HONOBADLE 

SlI:NATB AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIYES, 

OF TilE UIHTJi;D STATES, IN CONGRESS ASSlm

BLI/D:-

At tbe Semi-Annual Oonference of tbe 
Reorganiud Church of Jesus Christ of Lat
ter Day Sainte, held at Council Dluffs, Iowa, 
on tbo eigbtb day of September, 1875, tbe 
following resolution was IoIdopted. 

.. Relolved, Tbat Phineas Cad well, H. J. 
Hudson and Jason W. Driggs lie hereby ap
pointed a oommittee to draf~ a petition for 
the oonsideration of t bis Conferenoe asking 
Congress to inaugurate more deoisive meas
ures in Ibe suppression of misrule and ty
ranny in Utah, emhodying such statements 
of fact and documentary evidenoe a9 the 
interests of the Reorganized Church of Je
BUS Christ of LaUer Day Saints demand; 
tbat the world may be warranted in believ
ing that ·Mormonistq.' does not endorse nor 
favor in any degree Ihe criminal policy of 
llrigham Young and assistants, nnd further 
thut we request tbe press of the United 
States to keep the matter before the public 
continually, and make sucb statements that 
Ilr~ due us a oorporate body, whioh desires 
the welfjlre of our beloved country and the 
just and supreme administration of the h.ws 
thereof. 

The committee to whom was referred thll 
foregoing Resolution, would moet respect. 
fully present for your considel'lllion, and 
aotion, the neoessity for "Congress to· in
auguratel more decisive mellsures in the 
suppression of misrule and tyrllnny in 
Utah." Thill tbere is a distinctive liue of 
demarcation between the tenets and prao· 
tiCIlS of the lleorganized Cburoh of JesuB 
Christ of Laller Day Saints, under the leo.d. 
ership of J oscph Smith, lind thoso under 
tho leadership of Brigham Young, in Utah, 
has been fully eet forth before your honor-

. nble body in a former Memorial, and pre
sented to the Sennte ot the Unite.d. tltat~s 

by tho lIon. Lyman Trumbull, .M"y 6th, 
1870, and was referred to the oommittee on 
Territories. 

Your Memorialists do not deem il1l61lP6-
sary to recapitulate those doctrines ilL this 
time; but in brief, would say thllt in Utah, 
'Idoctrines are held lind praoticed wbioh 
are at variance with the proper usages of 
oivilized nations, and opposed to tbe law of 
our common oountry;" whilst on the other 
hand, "we do most fully, freely, and unre
servedly affirm, that there is notbing re
quired by the law or polily oC the Church, 
that olin render its members yiolatore ot the 

laws of the land in any of their legal pro
visioDs." 

We would respectfully represent that 
from our knowledge of the teachings and 
praotioes of the leaden ot the Utah Chureh 
organization, it. i9 opposd to all free govern
ments, and especially to the government ot 
the United Btales i in proof of whioh we re
fer to the following deolaralions from tbeir 
leading men, and published by tbemselves : 

"Our eoolesiastical government· is the 
government of Heaven, and incorporates all 
governments in eartll Ilnd hell. It i8 the 
fountain, tho mainspring, the 80U1'08 of all 
light, power and governments that. ever did, 
or ever will exiaL. h ciroumsorihes the 
p:overnmenLs of this world." - Brigham 
Young, Journal oj Di.cour4t1, vol. .7, p. 141. 

"The kingdom of God is an order of gov
ernment established by divine authority. 
IL is the only legal government that olin ex
ist in any Plitt of the nniverse. All other 
governmente are illegal and unauthorized 
-any people at/empting to govern them
sehes by laws of their own making and by 
officers of their own appointment are ia di
rect rebellion against the kingdom of Ood." 
-OrBon Pratt's Kingdom ot God, part 1, 
page 1. " • 

And inllooordaM8 with the aboye"'ctloh. 
ings, the gov.ernmenl of tbe United States ie 
oonsidered illeglll; and in Utah,an intruder, 
In proof of whicb, we refer to the foroible 
resistanoe to the entry of United States 
troops and federal offioers, and the obstacles 
thrown in the way of the Federal Courts, 
lind the oonsto.nl ,evasion of the United 
States Io.w. 

We further represent, thaL In acoordanoe 
with the foregoing statelIulIiL of belief re
speoting all governments, (exoept thair 
own), being illegal; It is held, that oaths 
administered by offioers of such oourts, or 
governments, are lIot binding upon Jurors, 
or witnesses; and to this may be attributed 
the well known faot that not one orlminal 
in fellowship wilh that "Eoolesiastioal gOY
ernment," in Uto.b, has ever been found 
guilty and punished by jurore in the snme 
fellowship, however olear the evidence has 
been; o.nd that it is the oherlshed design, 
o.nd hope of these loaders, to throw off, 
what they 011.11 the shackles o{ the RJlUild 
States; antiio ~~ ~h\l_}lle em i
Itf~lion to Utah of alllheir adherents, whioh 
are mllinll ef foreign birth, and from Ihe 

, bumbler olass j who, on arriving in Uto.h, 
are sont into .the far 01I settlements, that 
they ma.y not oome In oonla6t with IIny wb~ 
enlertain other views. The results are, 
that oommunities are forming, and the 
young are growing !J.p. 1111 over the Terri
tory, with just suoh sentiments respeoting 
the governments as its sworn enemies lind 
hllters inoulcllte. And, while no Territorial 
statute law exists in Utah regulaUn8 mllf
riage, tbero do exist Territorial ll1ws re
apeOI!ng properly; wbieh, by Ihe ruling of 

No.7. 

the Probate Courts, places the wives of 
Utah, and their children, upon a lenl with 
mistresses and their iIlegilimat.e children; 
and, under oertain oiroumstances, disorim. 
inating In favor of the laller, against the 
former; the design of wbich, is apparent; 
liz., to disarm and disoourage the wife, and 
proteot polygamy. Further; that the mail 
Benice is pra.otioally abridged to publishers 
of newspapers lind periodioals opposed to 
thie l'olygamouB Oligarohy, at Bome Post· 
Offioes through wbioh it i,s impossible to 
transmit such mall mllller, with regularity 
and oertainty; pre-eminent among them, is 
the Post-Office o.t Ogden. 

We, your memoriali;ts, while represent. 
ing the Reorganized Church of J nus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints, throughout tbe U niled 
States; we, also, represent those members 
of the said C1l,urch nolV resident in Utah, 
which constituteD no inoonsiderable part of 
the population ot' that Territory, as before 
etated, in common with those of other seol8, 
and of no seat; have felt, aud slill feel, the 
pernioious effeots of this un warranted and 
unnlltural union of Churoh and State, sought 

. to be foreed upon us by an Olige.rohy of 
Prieets; wbo, declaring againBl human 
governments, aaBume to be the government 
of Ood, and rule the legislature nnd terri. 
torial courts, to the detriment of all law 
abiding citizens. 

We ask on the part of (Congress) your 
Honorable Body: 

Firstly ;-An examination of the Statutes 
of Utah i and Ihe diapproval of all such en· 
actments as are inconsistent with the 000.

stitution a.nd laws of the United Btates, j\ls
tiDe aod republicnnism in its tme sense. 

Bellond!y;-To provide for the untram
meled euroise of the right of franobise, by 
disallowing the present praotioe of 80 mark
ing the ballot, and numberlnglthe votes as 
to show how eaoh votes. 

Thirdly;-To so amend the jury law. ae 
to exolude from the jury box, Buch a8 are 
oonlederatea with criminals on trial j this 
"QuId, among othel' resulls, throw open to 
actual sctUersthousands or acres of land 
now frlludulently held by Brigilam Young, 
and others of the ruling Oligarchy In Utab. 

Fourthly ;~The plnciog of the Post Offioes 
In tbe hands of persons who recognize the 
autbority or the government, and the sanc-
tity oC the oa.th of offioe. ' 

Alld w.e, further implore Congrel!8 to ap~ 
plp".aeeded remody for the "suppression 
of misrule and tyranny in Utah," and thus 
bring to justice orimino.ls ot every oharac
ter ; liS Congress has the unquestioned 
power to logislate oyer lae Territories. 

And for tbe peace, prosper"y, and J?er
petuil,f ot the a overnmenL of the United 
Stlltea or AmericlI, we, yonr memoriaUsLs, 
wjll ever pray. 
, p. CAnwBLL. } 

H. J~ HUDSOII, OO1llmiltte.. 
1. W. BlliOOS, • 
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JASON \V. BmGGs EDITOR. 

Snlt Lnke City, MaYt 1876, 
, 

LET lilY PEOPLE GO. 

TUE voice of God pronounced by the angel 
in behalf of Israel, in the bondage of 
Egyptian task.masters, still echoes on the 
earth, from land to land, more and. more 
imperative: • Let my people go, that they 
may serve me, instead or you, who forge 
thllir bonds ilDd mete out their tasks. The 
divine right of kings to enslave the body, 
nnd that of pricsts to tmIDc in the souls of 
men, is now being questioned, on the 
"g~ound that it conflicts with the divine 
right of man. Justice, renson, philosophy, 
and ·pure and undefiled religion, take 
sides with the people, and second the de. 
mand from the burning bush to every 
Pharaoh and their magician priests, to 
"Let my people go." 

Amid lhe surging waves of discord
chronic strife-ovcr creeds, invented by 
bigots to bind the sool and consc~cnccs of 
men, is heard the echoing voice from the 
pent up cogitations of the mind, let go the 
fastenings of superstitotions and serve God, 
in scrving his creations, our kind.-"Inas. 
much as ye hnve done it to these, ye have 
done it to me," is the criterion of final 
jUdgment. Let it also be the rule of life, 
saying not in thine hcart, "Who shall 
nscend into heaven? or who shall descend 
into the deep" in search of mysteries 
wherewith to weave a labyrinthian net, 
in which men taken, lose themselves, or 
their better. part-discretion. . This fur. 
nishes subjects for such spasmodic exhibi. 
tions as are produced by Moody, and the 
mornl imbecility witnessed elsewhere: 
1Iiankind are in a maze, Ii ke strangers at 
the cry of hotel runners; they do not know 
what to do with themselves. Great num· 
bers are ready to take them in charge, and 
cach dogmdtically affirms his theory or 
creed, quite incomprehensible, it is owned, 
but essential to be received "l'{ithout a· 
doubt, which is conceded impossiblc, in 
order to be sure here and bereafter. 

In the midst of this distraction of mind, 
as the policemen sometimes extricate from 
the runnei' and cab.men; so the voice, "Let 
my people go," comes to the rescue and 
nwakens the "sober second thought," that 
God is our Go(l, and he has endowed us 
with faculties expressly that we might 
serve him in their URe," nnd when we sur. 
render these to another, we eense to be 
ngents for ourselves, Rnd become tools "in 
their hands, by which they exalt them. 
selves by debasing us. 

Perhaps there is no people that have obey. 
ed counsel more readily, and gone to great
er extremes in so doing, thun the people of 
Utllh, and "What has been the result f A 
few wield the power and monopolize the 
"Wealth of the territory. Obeying council 
as a rule has worked advantageously to 
those giving lhe council, and disastrously 
to those obeying it. 

We will illustrate Ihis by fncls, in two 
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instances only: Claudius Spencer counsel. 
led lin old couple in Cambridge, England, 
intending to emigrate to Utah, to give him 
their money, sonie thousands of dollars, to 
carry for them and to invest for them in a 
home when they arrived in Zion. They 
"obeyed counsel" and set out, and when 
they reached KeokUk, the. old people "Were 
left lind subsisted on charity awhile, when 
the people of Keokuk mised money and 
sent them back to Cambridge, paupers; 
but he who gave the counsel so disllstrqus 
built him a fine residence with the ill.gotten 
means. When Elder Spencer went out to 
England afterward to give counsel, he 
deemed it "not prudent" to go to Cam. 
bridge .. 

One more instance: When Camp Floyd 
was estllblished, Brigham Young conselled 
not to sell them anything, then he, through 
his agents, bought all the peoples' grain at 
his own price, a mere pittance, then sold it 
himself to the Gentiles at nn enormous 
pr(jfit. And when Cllmp Floyd was broken 
up, the counsel was, "Don't buy a thing of 
them." The people obeyed, and he who 
gave the counsel bought the property sold 
at auction, at a nominlll price, next to 
nothing; because he bad counselletl aU 
not to bid against him. Then he turned un·d 
sold to the people the same property at 
from ten to twenty times its cost. 

We might add, what more could be done 
than has been done to show that such 
counsel and such counsellors are from be. 
neaUl, from which the earth shaking voice 
is swelling into irresistible .tones, "Let my 
people go." 

>4 - .. 
f"I'ophecy, 

Editor j[cssenger:-In the last nUmllel' 
of your paper, in giving the history of the 
conference of October, 1852, you SIIY, "Dur. 
ing these meetings "We were forewllrned of 
tho war between the South and the North; 
its sanguinary character lind extent; also 
the success of the North was portrayed in 
all the vivid exactness of the subsequent 
histOlY of the .civil war." I, and doubtless 
mnny others, would like a fuller nccount 
of that remllrkable prediction. It alone is 
sufficient to overthrow tho pretensions of 
the apostate lellders; for their predictions 
hllve been to the contrary. In 1862, ten 
years later than the revelation spoken of, I 
heard the prophet, seer and revelator of 
Salt Lake, proclaim to assembled thous. 
ands, that the British would come over 
from the north, .and the French would 
come up from the south, and destroy the 
American government, &c., &c. And I 
heard it said repentedly, by others, that in 
five years, Brigham Young would be Pres.. 
ident of theUnited Stlltes. S. F. W. 

The fact of such predictions, ns stated in 
the history contained in the MESSENGER, 
and at the time, 1852, and subsequently, is 
known to the wrner, who heard them, and 
are known to many others also; but some 
of the witnesses have fallen asleep. When, 
in the beginning of 1860, the threatening 
of the South was ignored by the govern. 
ment, and such men as Horace Greely, W. 
H. Seward, and other leading statesmen, 

. sllid there would be no war-the South 
would not dare to strike a blow; we said 
to all with whom we cllnvassed the matter, 
,hey tIIi/Z fight and wii1lose. We did not 
know at the time of theae 'innnifestations, 

nor for yenrs afler, of the revelation on the 
rebellion, as published in the Pellrl of Ore at 
Price in 1852. Wo know that Ihe sceptical 
philosophers affirm thnt n futurc event has 
no existence, nnd Ihercfore cnn not be seeu 
or known, and of course can not be foretold. 
Still the civil "War was foretold in 18:)2, and 
agnin in 1852. Brigham Young's prophecy 
that he should be president of the Vnite(l 
States, was of a piece with another of his 
prophecies; that within a given number 
of years, "this people "Would ask no favor of 
the United States," and about the expira. 
tion of thnt set time, he WRS a prisoner of 
the fedeml courts in the penitentiary. . - .. 

We quote the following from the Ogdm 
Freeman: 
"THE T,·iullne welcomes young Joe Smith 
and J osephism 10 Salt Lake, because Brig. 
hamites practice polygamy and tench and 
compel union of Church nnd State. Can 
it be Ihat the bloody.shirt McKean organ 
is not aware tllat old Joe Smith was the 
originator of polvgamy, and thnt the Jo. 
sephitcs tench union of Chnrch nnd State 
equally ns persistently as Ihc llrighamites 
do? ' 

Tliese questions by Ihe Freeman, show 
how sadly its education on. Ihis subject 
"has been neglected." But Ogden is one of 
the worst places to get information on such 
suhjects. The very atmosphere is tainted 
with equivocation, and dnily reminders 
that it is "not prudent" to own the truth," 
and n!r/JC.lIlan, under such circumstances, 
is liable to become thc slaDe of prejudice 
and imposture. The Tribune is better in. 
formed on those subjects, and tllis accounts 
for the disagreement. 

-------. .-~~.~-----
11 istory oftlte Reorganization of the 

Church of Jeslls Christ of Latter 
Day Snint!l,-CIIAr. VIr. 

At the conference the brllnch known as 
the Yellowstone Dranch, A8 being the most 
central, was made the principBI or central 
place of business and meetings of the 
Church, under the nama of a stake called 
Zarnhemla, and Wm. Cline was chosen the 
presiding elder thereof, with Cyrus New
kirk and Ethan Griffiths BS assisll\nls er 
counsellors; and the following named per
sons were aoknowledged or ordained into 
the Seventy: David Newkirk, Ira Guilford, 
George Godfrey, William Newkirk, William 
Cline, Jun., William Smith, William Harts
horn, Horace H. Ovitt, William While, Ed
win Wildermuth,:Denjamin It. Tatum, John 
S. Newhury, Ethan Griffith, Major Godfrey, 
Bamuel Blair, William Griffith, George W. 
Harlow, John Butterfield and William Har
low. And in connection with the Elders 
enjoined to preach the word, but were 
mainly con1ined to iocallahor. 

The closing of this conference was by a 
general testimony meeting, in whiCh the 
various gifts were abundanUy poured out; 
and a special charge given tbe seven who 
had been ordained into the Quornm of the 
Twelve, to lake the ol'cr3ight of the flock in 
the fear of tbe Lord, and an impressive 
warning against becoming heady, with a·n 
emphatic reinforcement of tbe precept, 
"lIe that exnlteth himself shall be flbased." 
That fa/Ie 3pirit3, falu prophct! Bnd /alu 
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chrilStl were in the world, lind ahould oome 
among us to decein, lind some should fol
low them; but thaL the organization should 
remain. That. tbe acta of tbe oonferenoe 
were recorded in henan, lind the faithful 
should renlize all the' promisee lhllt. bad 
been made from tbo beginning. 

On the last. day of thiB conferenoe tbe 
seven who had been ordained Aposllea met. 
to chooso a president. of tho quorum. It 
was proposed by J. W. llriggs, Ihat. tho rule 
of courtesy should govern our choice; Ihllt. 
ia, that the oldest man IImong them should 
preside. Zenas H. Gurley being the oldest 
man, refused. It was then proposed (by the 
same) that. the next oldest should preside, 
to ~lhich II. H.Deam heing Ihat. one; re
fused, and hoth alleging thllt. the rulo of 
courtesy should only n pply to pro Itm pres
idents, in the IIbsence of the permanent 
one, lIud not to an original choioe, it was 
then moyod by them bolh Ihal J. W. Driggs 
be tbe President of tbe Quorum, whicb was 
80 voted. The IItlendance at Ihis Confer: 
ence was large, nnd deep interesl prevailed 
tbroughout. 

It had been declared through tbo gifts, 
that the ve.riou9 organizations of Lnllor 
Day Saints, under Ihe lead of J. J. Strllng, 
J. C. Drowster, Baueemy, Alpheu8 Culler, 
Lyman Wight, Sydney Rigdon, llrigbnm 
Young, and others, together with Bome yet 
to ariee, should on~ after IInother come 10 

nougbt, and cease to be. And during the 
summer Ihe Eldera oame in contact with 
ma.ny of them, whieh scrved to put to the 
lest their foundations lind our IIwn also. 

Having ala.ted Ihe faots relative 10 the 
first. lIots, thus far In reorganizing the 
Churoh, it is proper to give the idea.l or 
theory upon whiob theae aots were justified 
in the minds of those who performed them; 
fOf they wefe none of tliom eocidenta, but 
delibera.li ve, nnd it must be conoeded, were 
consislent with ·themsslves. 

lsi. 1t was Ilffirmed that the Churoh had 
been dieorganited, or rejectell o.s n Churoh, 
but not as individuale. 

211. That those individuale not rejected 
were eulitled to ask and reoeivll what re
lated to them a8 their duty. 

3d. That these individuals, IImoDg whom 
were many Elders, in seekiog to know their 
dilty were taught of Ihe Lord and oommand
ad 10 reorganize, Of begin to Bel in order 
Ihe Church. 

41h. That in the disoha.rging this duty 
the presidency was leiL to be filled 118 pro
vided by the law in the cas a out of O\1r 
reaoh, to be filled by elllling one forlh 10 

whom the promiee pertained. 
5lh. That ae a proparation to thlLt, the 

calling inlo power Ihoss whose duty it 
shOUld be to ordllin him. 

6th. The higbest aulhority for tbe time 
presidiug lind representing the presidenoy 
of tbe Cbur~h. 

And in justification of the course taken, 
lind the prinoiples involved, on "Ihe ques
tion of authority," we bave ever oourted, 
nnd still do, investigation in the rigid ohar
acter of tho facts in tbe firat orga.nization. 
Hero they life: Joseph Smith lind Oliver 
Cowdery were ordained Lo tbe lesser priest-

hood by an aogel j then by this authority 
and a commandment, they on tho uth day 
of April ordained eacb otber Elders, and 
tbis Eldership ol'dained High I'desls and 
AposlleB, and Ibis high priesthood orllnined, 
by commandment, tbe president of tbe 
highprieathciod, the highest offioe in Ihe 
Church; liO that the 'alleged lesser, ordain
ed the grea.tcr, is common to both the first 
org!LDization and the Reorganization alike. 
The same class of faols justify both or eon
demn both. 

But this strellm, rising hlgber than its 
fountain, ia only soeming, not real. By 
what. lIuthority, acoording to the law of the 
Church, is IIny Ono ordained? Answer
"By tbe power of the Holy Ghost which is 
in the one wqo ordaill8 him." lnsteat! of 
thi8 then beiog the stream, it is the fountnin 
itself, from which flows Ihe stream or au· 
thority of both priesthoods, from its highest 
to its lowest. offices. Moreover, all ordina· 
tions are performed in Ibe name lind au
thority of the Churoh, and is therefore Ibe 
act of "tbe Spirit and tbe Bride." So \pat 
ill addition to Ibo aulhority whioh its ad
herenoe to truth guafllnlecB, the Ueorgani· 
zation i8 techniollJ1y right, and on leg!>l 
grounds invlllncn.ble; before whioh all the 
faotions bllYO molted away she the one
aDd they da.re not IlBsa.iI ii, but all'1o.YB "de. 
cline. " 

.. - .. 
LCUC1·. 

Br. Ja,om-In conneotion with the mllny 
IIrgumen ts urged in fnor of a Chapel in 
Bnlt Lake City, I sond Ihie. 

At the Fllr West Conferenoe of the North 
West Missouri District, held last February, 
while the Holy Spirit WIIS poured out in 
true POlltccostal form-for tho Spirit came 
with power, and email masses of fire, or 
whllt appeared to be fire, waB seen deBcend
iog on Bome present-in Ibe gift of pl'oph"e
cy it wa~ revealed that it was the Lord's 
will that a house. sbould be huilt. in Salt 
Ln.ke Cit1, where the people could lind 
would oome to hear, nnd in whioh a 81rollg 
and persistent testimony against \he syslem 
of iniquity practiced Ihere coultl be rnised. 
There was but little, if a.ny, knowledge of 
t.be purposes of any in the Church to erect 
s~ch a building, had by the cne epeaking, 
and there was nothing said or done prevo 
iously that had any connection wilh I he 
lIubjellt.· It was certainly an unlooked for 
and unsought for revelation. I suppose 
that tbose who think thai Ihe devil can 
simulate the power of God, tbat it is hart! 
to deteot the differenoe, will suppose I bal 
perhaps his Satllnio lIIajesly was the author 
oC IhiB communioation. But it wight be 
wsll for these fearful soule to wait lind seo 
whether the "thing oome to pa88," before 
they venture their judgment Oil the malleI'. 

"Wbatsoever illYitetb and enlicelh 10 do 
good, is of Ood j" while, "wbatsoever ill
litelh and entioeth to do evil, is ot the 
devil." We do Ilot belong to tbe class who 
tOllch tbat one of the main evidenoes ot this 
Church being tbe true Church or Christ, is 
the enjoyment of sprilual gifts, and that we 
enjoy them to a pre·emille.nl degree; yet lit 
the Slime time teach Ihat tho devil iDspires 

. as well as God, or that the devil OIlU talk 
Oreek, &0., 88 well as God: and Ihat grellt 
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wisdom Is needed, or else Ihe devil will 
talk in tongues, &0., &0., and henoe a8sist 
in bestowment of spiritunlgifl9. FGl' as an 
"ollisider" said recenily, afler bearing 
Ihese furs expressed in a sumon, IbOlt he 
did not wllnt 10 join a churcb in whiob Ihe 
devil WIlS 118 likely to exeroise hia inspira
tional powers as the Lord was." False 
spirits may bave crept inlo Ihe Churoh now 
and then, hut oan it bo Bllpp"se4 that tbe 
h.umLlo, faithful, and trustful Saint., is IlS 
liable 10 be possessed by tbeso spirits as by 
that of God. In olher won1s, .. If we, being 
evil, know bow lq give good gWs 10 [your] 
our children, how muoh more will [your] 
our heavenly Pather give good giClsthrougb 
Iho Spirit to tbem who ask him." If we 
will no!. give our children ,tones fot' bread, 
will God give us fal3c spirits, or suffer Ihem 
to inspire UB when we live for, pray for, 
Bud Ileed his own truo and Holy Spirit? 
N 8Y, Lho God we serve is no!. a more indif
fereut aod cruel being Ihan oursclvee. 
And who can judge a spirit best, Ibose who 
are ubsent Silt! neither hear the voice nor 
sec Lbo surroundings, or Ihoso who hear 
and 8eo and !>ro quulifie(l 10 judge! If "!IS 
mnny of you liS I\ro led by Ihe Spirit of 
God are Ihe Sons of God," is it. not atso the 
trulh thai fiB OIlOoy 1.18 ore led by tbe spiri~ 
of Ihe defillll'o fho cl.tildren of tbe devil? 
And if I be Cburcb id 8ugoeptible to either 
or butb 01' theBe influcllCCB, nnt! mny be led 
by eHller, or·one us much us the ~ther, wbo 
oan be aure of his or ber parentage? 

Wboso chilllren nre we, any holY? Who 
oan lell? T. W. S. 

~---'~~~-1.p-----

Tlic qUestion of Tl'cl!ipnS!;, 
No.2. 

~Iy bU8inos8 once cIIUed me from Nevada 
to Sweet Waler; I passed through Utah in 
my own conveyanoe, Bnd it being winter, I 
slopped at a farm house on the Webber to 
prooure II sleigh. Two young men with 
whom I ocoupied lin outside room, one enn
ing, helt! a protracted convers!llion 1>y which 
1 learned the following epieode: 

Two old gentlemen (?) of the neighbor
hood had entered into II. bargain of eale and 
transfer, by which .each waB to become pos" 
Bessor of a female ahUt! (age nol given) of 
the other; with the understa.nding, that the 
laoeraled pllternlll hearts were to be COn
Boled by Iho blies of connubial-if tbat ie 
the word-love. The yOllng men nsed brief 
fllmiliar phrases to convey their ideas, but 
I han forgotten them, lind find it diffioult, 
with my vocabuillry, to make my meaning 
olear. Well, one of the girls bad a lover 
lind he and sbe lobelled-broodeil in Borrow 
&c. The expression of one of Ihe narrators 
explains the young lovel"s feelings: "He 
sits up on his w&gon seat, just like a 
stoughton bollle." So here was a contliet of 
intere~ls in the peacel'ul, still, slumbering, 
snow·oovered vale- a contlict belween 
buoyant 'youth, wilh its awakened lires, and 
sagacious age with its more 8anotimonious 
desires. Age had eYery advantago tlcepL 
youth. ~t n,', ailed itself of lie sagacity nnd 
enlered II complaint before the lJi~hOp'8 

courl, of unobristian-no, that could not 
halo beeu ihe pbl'ase-woll, of remarks, 
&0. Witnesses slated in their caplICity a8 
Sainl8, that the charge wao true. Tbe nu
rBtors said the trial was not fair, and ex
pressed eympathy for the young lover •. I 
guesa tbat the hishop Ilnd his cOUDcil re. 
garded Ihe young lover aaan intruder on 
their domllin, anJ ilidn't want 10 rule 
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against their own ohances for swapping off 
dllughters. At IIISI, the young mlln oon
sidered his ohllnoes hopeless, lind there was 
nothing left him but to drive hie team over 
the BIlOW, "sitting in his wagon like a 
stoughton bolUe." 

Here I was joined by an Englishman who 
was being from destitution to try to make 
Bome thing iIi the minos. A "Gentile" who 
knew his oiroumstanoes was taking him 
with him free of charge. From bere I 
learnet! that tbe Englishman was in debt to 
the perpe,lual emigration fund, had to work 
where he was told to nnd did not get 
enough of wages to support his family; tbat 
he had several daughtera, the oldest nearly 
grown and without clothes to hide herself 
in; that the family worked out, &0. The 
old man told me of hIs griefa aM fears; the 
hard hearlednes8 of creditors, the tyranny 
ot employers, lind far above all, the destiny 
that threlltened his daugblers. He had 
some knowledge of the Reorganization 
and relld to me, one time, the thirty-fourth 
ohapter of Ezekiel: 

"The diseased have ye not strengthened, 
neither have ya healed that which WIIS sick, 
neilher have ye bound up that which WIIS 
broken, neither have brought again that 
which was driven away, neither have ye 
Bought Ihat which was loel; but with foroe 
and cruelty have ye ruled OTer them," &0. 

I relurned from the mines and called on 
his' family; thl! oldest girls were out at 
work; the mother was sick, with a ohild 
two weeks old; saId there had been but 
one peraon 10 visit her in that time, and 

, enid she would be glad to:give one some
thing to ellt, but had nothing except bread 
in the houae. I gave her pllrt of my Bcanty 
means. When I ·passed through Utah the 
laet time, Ihe husband saw me on tbe plat
form and cbased after the cars to shake my 
band. "Woe be to the shepberds," saith 
Ezekiel. 

Near Utah Luki! 1 look breakfast at a 
publio house with Iho landlady, whoae hus
band was not al home. Sbe argued in favor 
of polygamy, and, becoming oonfidential, 
told rue tblllshe had given her husband n seo
ond wife, and that sbe had done 80 B8 freely 
a8 sbo would ennp her finger. Tbo second 
was nn English girl; she wouldn't aiay; 
was not ealiefied; tried to poison hereelf; 

·so they let her go to California.. 
Here where I live, I became acquainted 

with II. young Indy wbo 1'1'118 partly raised 
in S&1t Lake Cily. There ahe had been in
timate with a beautiful girl who had been 
sought in marriage by a wealthy and hand. 

'some merchant; but liB ahe hu.d beon affi
anced in childhood to one of the sons of the 
high ohief, she could not have IIny cboice, 
'1!.nd was delivered over and bound to a. no
to'l'ious drunkllrd that ahe loathed_ Sbe 
hid her ,sorrowing face with a nil; shun
ned former associates, and beoame abjlot. htir·'ii .. :..~); ..... nnK" ... ' 

hllVe oonfined myself to simple narra-
tion, and If I have not provoked the horror 
that I feel, it would be in '!'ain 10 reason 
on the points; the ca.se demands denuncia
tion in the name of God.-HAbominable 
heresies," sllys rater; "eyes full of adul
tery;" "oovetoeuB praoLices;" "riot in Lhe 

day-time." "Filthy dreamers," 8ays Jude i 
"turning the g'rBce of God into lascivious
ness;" "brute bea.sls ," "Woe unto them;" 
Don't argne with Lhem; "others s,..,e with 
fear pulling them out of tbe fire, hating even 
the garment spoUed by the flesh." 

If I who haTe never lived in Utah have 
found out 80 many horrora, wb9.t 9. oase of 
trbspaB8 mighl be made out by those whose 
opportunities of knowing h9.ve' been abun-
dant! S. F. W. 

-------4 __ ~~ .. ._-----
God's lIoil8(;, 

Tbe apostle Peter wrote: 
"The prophete who prophesied of the 

grace bestowed upon you; inquired and 
searohed diligently; sea.rching wha.t time 
and what manner of. salvation the Spirit of 
Cbrist which was in them (lid signify, when 
it testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ lind Ihe glory whiob should fo!L"w." 
~l Pet. I: 10, 11. 

This shows U8 that the Spirit of Christ 
was in the anoient' prophets, and is an evi
dent reason why the pronoun I was used so 
frequently by them in tbelr propheoies. 
David oald: 

"I have set the Lord always before me; 
because be is at my right hand I shall not 
be moved, therefore my heart is glad, and 
my glory rejoioeth ; my flesh also shl1l1 resl 
in hope, for thou wilt not leave my soul in 
hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy 
One to Bee oorruption."-Pa. 16: 8-10. 

lt would seem from the form of language 
here used, that Du.vid ~pake of himself; 
but Peter Ilnd Paul I ell us that be !pake of 
Cbrist. Aols 2: 25-81, and 13: 35, And as 
it was tbe Spirit of Christ which was in 
David whioh spake, it was proper to use 
the first person. The same rulo will apply 
to many propheoies of Isaiah. The eunuoh 
of Ethiopia., in reu.ding Bome of them, won
dered whether tbe propheLspake of blmself 
or some other man. 

It is al80 Baid Ihat. holy men of old spake 
B8 they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
Were tbere then two spirits by which the 
prophets spake f I think not. But we lire 
frequently mioled in the use 'of name8 
and titles; for a single person may have 
many names according to tbe different offi
ces he may bold or perform. And when 
such a person is spokanof, he will be des- . 
ignu.ted by that one of his names or titles 
whIch seems IIppropria.te to Lhe speaker, 
under the oiroumstance to wbich referenoe 
is bad. And as under different circumstan
ces he will be spoken of by different names, 
the uninitiated may be led to believe that 
ditrerent persons are spoken of. Many 
han inferred that because tbe Spirit, Pow
er, or Intelligenoe, that spake through and 
by the prophets, has been designated by 
different Dames, thllt tbero are different 
persona in wh .. t is termed the Godhead_ 
One of the prophets, speaking of a timo 
when a beltuknow\odlO or this subject 
~hlill iJutlilh 8.dlll 

"TD.e Lord aba I be king over all Lhe 
earth; in that day there shall be one Lord, 
and his name one."-Zeoh. 14: 9. 

To prove that the being oalled the Lord 
Is the one called by many other Dames, 
road Lhe following: • 

"And God spake unto Moses aud said, I 
am the Lord; and I appeared unto Abra-

ba.m, unto IsRlloo and unto Jlloob by the 
name of God Almighty, but by my name Je
hovah was I not known unto them.n-EI. 
6: 2,3. 

HAnd Moses said unto God, Behold, 
when I come unto the children of Israel, 
a.nd shall S8Y unto them, The God ot your 
fatbers hath sent me unto you; they shall 
eay to me, What is his DBmo? What shllll 
I sllY unto them? And God said unto Mo
ses, I AM THAT I AM; and he said, Thu! 
shalt thou say uolo the cbildren of Israel, 
I Alii hllth sent me unto you."-Ex. 3: 13, 
14, 

"I am tbe J,ord thy God, the Holy One 
of Israel, Ihy 8avior."-Iealah 43: S. 

"Ye are my witnesses, sailh the Lord, 
and my servant whom I haTe cbosen; that 
yo ma.y know and believe me, and under
stand tbal I am be; before me thore was no 
God' formed, neltber sball tbere bo after 
mo. I, even I, am IheLord; and beside 
me Ihere i8 no Savior. "-Ibid, ,versos 10 
and 11. 

"Tbus saith Ibe Lord, your Redeemer, 
the Holy One of larae!; Jo'or your sake I 
have sent 10 Babylon, lind have brought 
down all their nobles, and the Cbaldcans 
wbose ory is in the ships, J am the Lord, 
your Holy Ooe, tbo Creator of Israel, your 
Kinp:."-Ibid, versos 14 and 16. 

"Now the Lord is thatSpirU: lind where 
the spirit of the Lord is, t here Is Uberty." 
-2 Cor. 3: 17. 

"For unlo Yllu 19 borll tbis dllY in tbe 
cily of David, a Savior, which is Christ the 
Lord."-Luke 2: 11. 

"Illy brethren, ye oannot bave tbe faith 
of our Lord Jesus Cbrisl, the Lord of glory~ .. 
and yet ha.ve re~peot to persons."-JamM'. 
2: 1. 

"The word which God Beot unto the 
cblldren of brael, preacbing pellce by J e
eue Chriel; (he is the Lord of all.")-AcIS 
10: 36. 

"These shall make wllr wilh the Lamb, 
and Ihe Lamb ehall overcome them; for he 
ie Lord of lords Ilnd King of kings; and 
they that are with him, are cnlled, Ilnd 
ohosen, and faithful."-Rev. 17: U. 

These a.re a few of the na.mes lind HIles 
by whicb tho one Lord has been designated. 
He has been called the Son of God, beclluse 
he dwelt in ftesb .. 

This being Clln not be a peraon in the 
usual 80nsc of the word; for he enn be in 
many persons at once, as in t.h e caBe of the 
seventy elders of Israel. Also "on8 God 
and Father of all, wbo Is above all, nnd 
tbrough 1I1I, nnd in you nU."-Epb. 4: 6. 

Moreover, he can be in mllny rlacee lit 
the same time, for the prophet, addressing 
the Lord, BllYS: 

"Wbither shall I go from thy spirH! Or 
whither shall I flee from tby presence? If 
I ascend up into hellven thou art tbere; if 
I make my bed in hell, behold thou art 
there i it I take the wings of the morning 
and dwell in the uUermost p&rts of the aea; 
even tbere shall tby hand lead me, and thy 
right band shllll buld me."-Psalm 139; 7-
10. 

Furthermore he Is said to be "The true 
light which ligbteth every many wbo oom
etb Into tbe world."-John 1: 9. 
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IIistory 01 the ReorgllulznUoll of the 
Chu),ch of Jesus.Christ of Latter 

Day Sllints.-CHAF. vm. 
As has lJeen ulready stated, the elders 

identified with the work at this time were 
generally poor, many of whom hlld sacri· 
ficed their substance in following self.ap. 
pointed shepherds, who proved to bc 
wolves preying upon Ihe flock. This pre. 
vented the more rapid spreud of the work, 
by missionaries, and gave l'ise to an exten· 
eiYe correspondence with the old Bo.inls, 
Ilnd members of tile various factions. These 
letters, could they be obtained, wonld give 
n more life.like picture, of the situation 
nnd Bcenes of those limes than can now be 
recalled without them, 'I'he following is 
one of them to Br. John E. Page, who at 
this time stood in defence of the original 
faith, but disconnected with nny organiza. 
tion; though he had ]{ltcly been in sym}lll
llathy wilh Jalllcs Collin Brcwster, 

DELOIT, Rock County, Wis., 
April 24th, 185a. 

Brother John E. Page:-Supposiug that 
,you are nlready IIware of the manifestations 
of Hcaven in hchalf of Zion in our midst 
I will not revert to tllCm prior to ihe last 
'(.apl'il) Confcrence, iu this letter, At that 
-conference an organization was com. 
·mcnccd according to a pattern revealed at 
-the openiug of this dispellsnlion.....,-given 
lind confirmed at that time by indubitable 
cv.iden?e-by the. Holy Gh'081, thnt we 
nllght mlcgalllDlty lubor for Zion and her 
cap!ive sons IInu daughters, who, as the 
anment prophet says, are scattercd upon 
cyerymounlain and high hill-by the ligen. 
cy of falsc and wicked shepherds' but God 
has pledged his word to search lifter them 
nnd to fe.e(lthem-wilh knowledge and un: 
dcrstmHlmg-.thatthey maydiseel'lllJetween 
the evil and the good, lJetween the eleauand 
the unclean, This he has done by dispel. 
ling the mists of dnrkness which hllve hitil. 
erto (to mnny) concealed the "l'od of iron II 

and lefl thobe who once would fain hn~e 
plucked out their eyes for the cause-to 
wlluder in a Ulaze of douht-whirling in 
interminahle eddies between hope !lml des. 
pair-Io llIurmur against Goll, But the 
iIIulllination of the Spirit of truth 1'e. 
(h!c~s Ihis. rc~lless ,und tlllCtuiet spirit
wlllll1g to Jushfy Belt aDd arraign the good. 
ness, and eyeu tile justice of God-to the 
~eepcst humility; ~howing that we went 
mlo darkness by lelting gu the 1'0<\ of iron 
nnu the difficulty sllch have sUll'ercd in I'e: 
tnl'Uiug to it, is auswerable llpon their own 
heaus, Having tUl'lleu from the "narrow 
'way" to another bl'olla witli privileges,ma. 
nl' haye sought to return Rud are not able 
-uot ahle-l}ecau~e they would return as 
murtyrs hecuuse of oll.er men's sins-and 
not ns chastened nud huulbled for their 
own sins, Thc word of God to us liS his 
law, is that nloDc by which we are to lJe 
"preseryed" and "perfected n and that law 
hilS been disl'egal'dcd, amI hence "desh'uc. 
tion" .and ~'mperfeetioll have reigned. Aud 
for this reason God hns, in his own wisdom, 
moved upon some of the feeblest of aU the 
captives, to l'aise their voice nnd cry, "TIe
tnI'll, return to the law of God and \.)e henl. 
~d;" lind to re.estalllish the or(\el' revealed 
in the beginniug. 

At tbe Conference we came before the 
Lord (like Ezra and his companions fronl 
the captives-Ezra 8: 21) with tastin'" lind 
prayel', "to seek of him !l. right .way,fland 
receive<l directions as follows: 

"Let the greatest among you preside ut 
the conference. Let the conference appoint 
three men, who shall select seven to be 
Apostles, and let Iho president of the con· 
fercllcc assisted by two otllers ordain them. 
Let the Apostles choose twelve mon, and 
ordain them to be a high council," &0. [1 
quote from memory]. The other quorums 
were referred to as things already under. 
stood, with an injunction to tIo according 
to the pattern. We accordingly set to work 
hy this pallcl'n, Seven were choseu and 
ordained Apostles. And In lJelllllf of my 
brethren of that quorum and the church, I 
write this lctter, and ask you as freely and 
candidly to examine this maller, and com· 
municate to us ;vour nlind iu this regard, 
as tile Holy Spint shall lead you, when you 
lay it before the Lord and seek His guid. 
ance. The President of that Quorum we 
recognize as the highest authority among 
UB, aUtI the "legal representativc" of the 
rightful heir to tbe Presidency of tile Priest
hood and the Church, (by the voice of the 
same),' as you will have learned by the 
pamphlet which I sent you, And a quorum 
of Beven ties cOlUmenced, of hetween twenty 
and twenty.fivc,a part of whom were already 
Seventies; the rest were then ordllined, lind 
when the number reaches Beventy, se,'en • 
presidents will be chosen from among 
them, aeeording to the lllw. This is II 
fllitllful sketch of our proceedings, which, 
by the testimony of the Holy Ghost and 
beavenly visions at the tinle, we al'e as
suted is sanctioned, and recorded in heaven. 
With sentiments of brotherly regard, and 
fellowship with all tbe captives aud fellow 
laborers for the salvation of Israel lind the 
redemption of Zion, I subscribe myself, 

Yours In the faith or the Bon orGod, 
J. W, BUIGGs. 

Elder Page did not reply to this letter, at 
least none was received, Though thIs let
ter was aufficient to base upon it a report 
that we had applied to Elder Page to mke 
the Presidency of tile Church, to escape 
the opprobrium of being a hcndless body, 
Numbers were added to the church during 
the summer and autumn, throughout the 
branches and fields of labor, And lit the 
Octobe)' Conference of this year, (1853), 
missions were appointed as follows: 

Samuel Blah' to Pennsylvania; Albert 
White to Eastern Wisconsin i H. U. Lowe 
to Northern Wisconsin; Benj. Tatum to 
Ohio; Ephl'llim Demmons to ;Northern 
New York i Thos. Carrico to N orlh.western 
Illinois; Z. H, Gurley lind Daniel B. Razey 
to Springville and Western Wisconsin; n. 
H. Dcam and Geo. White to Green Co" 
Wisconsin and vicinity; J. W. Briggs to 
Southel'll Wisconsin, and charged wilh the 
duty of writing and publishing a pam. 
llhlet to spread the light, nnd the views 
entertained by the church, 

During the autumn and winter there 
were some strange manifestations of a suiI'. 
it hitherto but little known among us, ~nd 
caused no litle trouble, It was in prophe. 

No,8, 

cy and tOllgues. Sometimes boisterous, and 
accusation begau to be Illade ngainst dif. 
ferent persons through the gifls of prophe. 
cy, tongues, and interpretation; and this 
ill public meeting, At Ihis many were tel'. 
rified; not knowing what moment they 
might bG publicly accused by Ihe Holy 
Ghost; while some who hlld thus been ac. 
cused protested in the most solemn mannel' 
their innocence. These things occurred 
mainly in Ihe Zarahelllla Brunch. There 
WIIS much discorllanu differences of opin. 
ion respecting these manifestations, sOllle 
of which werc as follows: When the spiro 
itmoyed to speak by way of rcbuke,aceusa. 
tion, 01' chastisement of a brother or slstter, 
the speal,or would nol only nllme the ae. 
cused and jloiulto them, but woulll frequent. 
ly while speaking approach and cull' t11em 
over tile head and yarioua parts of the 
body i-castigating them in the name of 
God, Those cases, however, generally oc. 
curred in special meetings allpointed 
through the zelll of tbose so gifteu, IImi not 
in the regulal' meetings. The whole hranch 
was in douht what to do. Many belieyed 
the spirit was false but mllny others 
thought it the Holy Ghost, The resident 
elders were mainly young mem hel's; hence 
the timidity In meeting the cnse. But a 
solution came in due time lind dOUbt l'e. 
specling its reul character was eutirely I'C. 

moved, by the Spirit itself, in the following 
manner. One speaking lJy it, accusing 
another in the severest language, lind de· 
manding iustant confession, which was at 
once prollcrcd, though the offence com. 
plained of was trh'illl, but the spenker by 
the Spirit commanded the confessing one, 
to get upon their kiltes to them, While an. 
other one was by the spirit moved to hark 
like a wolf. 

The spirit was rebuked and all were sat. 
isfied and peuce restored. And from that 
time the api rit that hecame a pu blic accuser 
of individullimembel's, hns been generally 
regarded a sa false spirit. And that tongues 
spoken were not necessarily the worll of the 
Lord as had been lal'gely balieved; but that 
though the gift WIIS of God; but might be 
exercised either under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, by one's own spirit, or a fllise 
spirit, Hence the sentiments SIlO ken would 
be, of God, of themselves, speaking out of 
their own hearts, or flllse, by a false spirit. 
Thus th~ adnlOnition "try the spirits .. was 
pressed upon us. 

About this lime another cause of trouble 
showed itself; which subsequently was 
believed to lJe due to a similar spirit to the 
one above referrell to. Dro. H. H. Deam 
conceived the idea that the expected son 
of Joseph, lind neglected to comply with· 
the will of God, IInu hat! forfeited the l'igbt, 
and that it was our Inivilcgc and duty tu 

\ 
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go forward amI fully organize. Such was 
the force of his rensoning that numbers 
were inclined to the same view, while oth. 
ers were in doubt, nnd all were disturbed. 
About the middle of January, (1854), Br. 
Deam went to see J. W. Briggs, at Beloit, 
t~ confer upon the subject. The consulta
tion lasted two days, dllring which he 
urged his views at Jength, and late at night 
of the second day he proposed that he 
(J. W. Briggs) should be sustained by him. 
self an(l all who he had influence with, as 
the president, 'l'l"ho, with his two counsel. 
lors would constitute the legitimate presi. 
dency of the church. "Let this position 
be taken," he said, and we'l'l"iI\ carry the 
whole church, except Bro. Gurley and II 

few of his personal friends and they 'l'l"iIl 
800n fall in too." . 

Whether this WIIS a temptation, or how 
strong it was, matters very little except to 
the one tempted, so we pass It, amI state the 
conclusion of this council, which WRS, 

that Ehler DeRm should not lencll, or take 
any sttlp looking to any change in the 
organization, only in concert with the 
brethren of the Quorum of the Twelve, 
and especially with Elder J. W. Briggs. 
This was urge(l by the latter and agreed 
to, and Elder Deam returned to Zarahemla. 

JASON ,\V. BRwos EDITOR. 

Snlt Lnke City; Juae, 18i6. 

THE CHAPEL. 

IN view of Ihe hardness of Lhe limes, and 
the Centennial expenses, we commend the 
suggestion, that all who are willing to as
sist, but cannot jus~ DOW, signify the same 
and the amounl, Rnd time of payment. 
And we Bsk Buoh aid as far IU possible, say 
by the 15th of October next. If this is too 
soon, tell us when, BO that the committee 
may know how Lo not. 

-------. .-.. ~.~-----
TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND 

READERS. 

WHEN the MESSElWEIt was commenced, it 
WI!.8 intended to continue it perbnps for one 
year only; but circumstances have overrul
ed, and Ihe second volume commenced, lind 
hilS been issued regularly up to Ihe present, 
under Tery mll.ny dislldv8nlages. And it is 
inlended now 10 continue Ihis yellr out. 
Dut we have no preB~, hence it i8 done at a 
job office, and must be paid for each issue, 
(or receive an emphatio alln, as WIIS Ihe 
case for the last, which we now pas8 over 
to you who are in arrears). We have no 
fund, no 8alnry to filII back IIpon; hence in 
obedience to tbe highest Il\w known to us, 
Ilnd applicable 10 the cue, necessity, here. 
after It may be issued just a8 regular a8 the 
re!leipls will pay for, and no faster. The 
twelve numbers will he published, but may 
be delayed-though we hope not. 

It win surprise each one of you that have 
forgotten, or neglected, 10 send the fifty 
cenle, 10 learn thnt nearly eix hundred ot,h· 
era baTe done the eame Ihing. Now if each 
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one of Ihesc will write UB a letter, short or 
long, as it suits you, and put fifty cents in, 
we promise you shall have the lth:SSENQBl!. 
sent rtgulnrly, and you shall not hear 
another word of this kind. 

This is the orthodox statement of the 
CileS,-we submit it 10 you, Bnd await your 
aotion. .. - .. 

BRIGHAM YOUNG'!:! SUCCESSOR. 

Tms is the bone of contention among the 
chiefs of the Utah Organization. The idea 
oflineal right, was repudiated by B. Young 
and his coadjutors, in placing him in the 
presidency, though now sought to be reviv. 
ed by Brigham, in favor of his son; it 
chokes many, and others refnse to sWllllow 
it. The books say "the president of the 
church is appointed by revelation," but 
this don't suit, and the example set by Brig. 
ham would give it to the President of the 
Twelve, and that would give it to John 
Tay lor, which is very distasteful to the man 
who now holds the keys. We see but one 
feasible way out of this muddle that can 
satisfy him and preserve consistency and 
reach the object, which we suggest. If n. 
Young is the successor of Joseph Smith, 
let him do, lIS he says Joseph did, first 
dismiss John Taylor nnd appoint his son 
Brighnm President of the Twelve, then con· 
vene say fifty men including the Twelve 
and "roll the kingdom on to their shoul. 
ders." This is regular, follow precedence. 

N. B.-No Charge for this advice. 
.. - . 

"RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE." 

WE tllke thc following from a pamphlet, 
by George A. Smith, called "Questions and 
Answers," &c., page 36: 

"Elder Orson Pratt went on a mission to 
Austria, in April, 1864, accompanied br 
Elder Wm. II. Riter. He proceeded to VI
enna, where they labored forsevera\ months 
to acquire the German language; but in 
consequence of religious Intolerance, they 
were unable to open II. door for the procla
Ull\tion of the gospel in that country." 

In 1863 the first misslonn.ries of the He. 
orgl\nized Church, E. C. Briggs and A. 
lIcCord, took a mission to Utah; nnd in 
Salt Lake city met the same "religious in. 
tolerance" among Mr. Pratt's brethren; 
but succeeded, in spite of it, in planling 
the standard of truth, which still wnves
n bencon of hope to those crushed by that 
same "religious intolerance." 

.. - .. 
Pre-Existence. 

On receiving Herald of April 1st, I WIIS 

slarted 9new with regard to spirit doctrine. 
I had notioed it in Dr. Dlalr's discuseion wUh 
Mr. Sheldon and Ihought of Hs inconsisten
cy, but did not suppose such would go any 
further. It being hatched up in Nauvoo, I 
bave good rellson 10 think, as I had been II 
member and prelloher in Ihe church ten 
yearli in the East, and had never heard of 
such berore I eRma 10 mingle with the 
brethren In Nauvoo. 

It Wll~ freely talked there thllt many 
spirits wero wailing in the spirit world for 
bodies begotten that they might enter. 
Therefore the mllles should be choosing out 
girls. Dut I minded the Twelve hll.(l the 

lirst choice to add to wives ooncubines, and
the young men were looking on .. The spiro 
its were going tbe rounds, and 'me man Will!> 
pointed out of whom it "'liB said WIlS in hig, 
seventh body. I know not but others had 
had thousands, lor it was represented the~ 

spirits had been going Ihe rotlnds, oom
menoing with Adllm Rnd Eve. 

If suoh is not Heathen mythology, I 11m 

at II lOBS what to call it. It destroys the
Bible resurrection, lind the Atonement is a 
farc~. Dut perhaps such is tho resurrec
tion Drigham embraces; it is good as his 
Adam·god. Would such 118 believe the 8pir~ 
its go the rounds lie aboye ~ represented, 
make out Lhe wicked spirits in bodies go-

. through that burning lake, lose their bodiee 
and then take another to do better? Now
it must be fixed up some way different; 11 

new resurreotion needs a way. Come on, 
ye new theorish, make your ways cleaT. 1 
have stood against 11 number, and though 
quite old, I mny be IIble to do eo II lillie 
more. 

TRADUCIANA. 

ThRt God bre~thed intelligent life into
Adam, and that he be gilt intelligent life a8 
well as fleshly bodies is provcllble by Dible 
Ilnd physiology. Children resemble pRrentlT 
in disposition much as in counlenaance. 
InLelligenoe oame from God Lo Adam, who) 
Bel him at work to beget his kind. and this 
is why we soe so much lind so oarly of tha~ 
fallen nllture in the child. 

OLn THill SAINT. 

.. - ... 
Was Joseph SllIitlta Polrllia

luist. 
Just now, the publio mind is agitated up

on this question BS much, perhaps as eveX' 
before. Hence & fiLting lime, 119 others have 
done, to express an opinion. 

Whoever trnvels over the Western moun
tains must learn something of the strange 
people inhabiting their vallies, known af! 
Mormons. Struok: at once with their isola
tion, an enquiring thought arises &S to why 
tbey &1'0 there, In such seclusion. A nolice
able fellture of their roligiQus discipline
polygamy-suggests II Blllisfaeloryanswer. 
An innontion on the rules governing en· 
lightened society Is Introduced among them 
as a religious rite. Dut whence its orgin! 
And by whllt authority is it mainlained 1 
Dy them it is labelled divine, revered BS the 
safe sllCurity of human happiness, t.he pan· 
aOM of all the social ills of deprllved eociety. 
-It seeks a showing in public journo.ls, and 
is soattered onr the oountry with II zeal 119 

though it is but to be known to be beHoved. 
Challenges the admiraLion of the learned 
and piou9, among christians Ilnd hellthene, 
and points to the proud record of plltrillrchs 
and prophets as proof of its divinily. David, 
Solomon and Gideou were polygamists, and 
the smiles of Providence were upon them, 
henoe the conclusion-polygllmy is divine. 
But ir Ihis enquiry is pushcd too faT, the 
proofs thought 10 be good evidenoeinanswer, 
pales lind vanishes. Human example is RS
sumed as divino authority. 

They hllve forgollen IbRt old time usages, 
wrong and local, were corrected by wiseI' 
legisilition. It WIIS written "An eye for an 
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eye, and IIlooth for a looth;" but he that 
was from heaven said, "Reeist not evil." 
"Pray for them that despitefully us& you." 

They were eulfered to give a wriling of 
divorcement and put away their wives lor 
every cause, in old time, by reason of hav
iog hard hearls; but the wise teacher de
clared Ihis to be wrong, and confined Ihe 
rigbt of divorce 10 one extreme offense. 

"David and Solomoo truly had many wives 
and concubines," says the Old Book: but 
one of equal authority snys, "Which thing 
was abominable before me saith the Lord." 

1I1en once good, sometimes change to be 
bad men, or do wrong things; and God's 
judgments are not always speedily executed 
upon them. "He makelh hiB sun to rise on 
the niland the good, and sendeth his rain 
on the just and on tbe unjust." Thus, the 
Bible teaches the laws of God and the per
fections and imperfections of hUlUan nature. 
The :\lormons have eeized on the bad ex
amples of men, while estranged from the 
moral code, following passion and running 
greedily in the way of Daalam, though once 
praised for their virtues, to furnish evidence 
upon which to construct lheir idolhed eys
tem of patriarchal life. For it is a notice
able fact, that none of the text booke, be-

I lined by them to contain divine command
mente, teach the doctrine of polygamy as 
from heaven j but they give posiLive rebuke 
to it liS odious to God, an,l the destroyer of 
human happiness and peace. Its story is 
told by writing the lives of thoso who prao
ticed it .• -t constant flow of crimea, distress, 
sonow, blood, ptnnder, idolatry and utter 
destruction followed as its ooncomitants; 
both in ancient and modern times. 

lIere we are led to marvel the more, 
wh~n we see a people, with such examples 
before lhem, lind the positive oommand of 
God against it-calling it "30 crime," cling
ing to it a8 the ship of safety whioh is to 
bear them away to the desired haven of 
rest, there to enjoy the riehest gifts thaL God 
hIlS promised the heirs of his kingdom. 
They call it religion. 

FlI.iling to cull any thing from the Divine 
Reoords to fllvor this departure, reoourse is 
had, as a Inst resort, to the sequeslered pri
VIlle life of Joseph Smith the Seer, in scaroh 
for some slray remark of his, or II.n unguard
ed expression, that may be twisted Qnd 
warped in the llands of the skillful to de
ceive, to give authority to suoh belief. 
"Joseph taught it in privnle,', exclaims the 
culpllble crew. "Aye! more, he praclioed 
il," shout the worshipers at its shrine; an.) 
the lovers of its pleasure echo the Bound 
with bugle blasts until every village, town, 
cUy nnd hamlet is hushed to silence and 10 
ill! belief: while tho gentle breeze wafts a 
Il'iumph to the mountain tops for ploUing 
po lygami8ts. 

Joseph's puhlic life and teaohings give 
Buch a shirn rebuke to the vicious syslem, 
that we are encouraged to brave the oppo
sition that seeks to slander him as being itu 
Buthor, anil let the light into the fancied 
dark chambers where, it is said, but a few 
(polygamist sympo.thisers) were ever per
mitte.! to gaze. It is upon their teslimony 
that we are called upon to believe that 

there, in aecret, under the proteotive folde 
of midnigh~ vigils, Joseph Smith turned 
traitor to the 0llUS6 hehad Bought Lo es
tablish, and deolared hiu publio life and 
teaohings to have been Inoompatible with 
the true ,ordor of heaven, and in its stead 
unfolded in all its grandeur and supreme 
nastiness the great doctrine of baying many 
wives, as the sure mnns of 8Xaltaton. 

There was a pO#8ihiliry of Joseph doing 
that; but not the least probability thaI he 
did. We oan not say po.itively that he did, 
or did not. But in the absence of relillble 
testimony, proving that he did, we deny it, 
and affirm that he did 110t lind defend him 
upon the facls presented. 

Who Bays that Joseph Smith was an advo
cate of polygamy or had many wives? An
swer: "They Bay." Who are they? The 
"private few" who it is said were privileged 
to peep in where others were noL allowed 
to Boe and, therefore, learned seorets that 
never came to light lill after Joseph was 
slain. They helped 16 frame, plot and 
prMtioe, aB the story .runs, this sin in se· 
cret and witJi'brazen-facedeny II, in public. 
The few being "exalted" over the many, by 
becoming identified with the "wheel within 
n wheel." 

amlinlU«. .. - .. 
Zion, (;Iathel'illl', und \VlsdoJll 

Tonehill/,;' Thmn. 
Dear Jle88enger: You bid us read and di· 

gest Doc. and Cov. 107: 15, and I)": 6, which 
Buggests many thoughts, a few of which I 
respectfully submit to your many readers. 

"Therefore, for this causo hi\ve I accept
ed the offerings of those whom I commanded 
to build up a city and an house unto my 
name, in Jackson couDly, Missouri, and 
were bindered by their enemiee, sllith Ihe 
Lord your God."-D. C. 107: 16. 

"And again, verily I say unto you, I com
mand you again to build an house to my 
name, even in this place, [Nauvoo], that 
you may prove yourselves unto me, that ye 
are faithful in all thinge w halaoever I com· 
mand you, that I may bluB you, and orown 
you with honor, immortality and eternal 
life."-par. li. . 

Did tbese Bon8 of men fulfill tbis second 
command, tbereby proving themselves wor· 
tby to receive blessings? Let their past his
tory, known unto all LaUer Day Silints. Buf
fice for answer. 

"For instead of blessings, ye, by your 
own works, bring oUfsings, wI'ath, indigna
tion and judgments, upon your own heads, 
by your follies, and by all your nbomina
tions, which you practice before me, Baith 
the Lord."-par. H. 

And "shall be rejectod 119 II. churoh, wilh 
your dead, aaith the I,ord your God."-l1. 

They turned from the new COTenant, aDd 
trusted in the arm of flesh, (living oracles). 
and went to a salt land not inhabited. (See 
Jer. 17: 5, 0). Do the promises of God end 
here? 

"This is Zion, the pure in heartH-Seo. 
!.l4, par. 5. 

"The Lord oalled bis people Zion, because 
they were of one heart and one minil, and 
dwelL in l'ighteousnells."-3G: 2. 

Dut let us try to find Zion, located lIB to 
place. A revelation of J e8US Christ to his 
servant, J oallph Smith, for the restoration 
of bis people, and for the galhering of bis 
saints, to stllnd upon 1I1ount Zi~n, which 
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shall be the city New Jerusalem; which 
city shall be built, appointed by the finger 
of the Lord in Missouri. (Seo. 88: I, 2; al
so eeo. 42; 17:4,6; 12,) Itahallbebuilt 
in JacKson oounty, MissourI. (101: 16; 
102: 8.) Yo shall assemble yourselves to
gether to rejoioe upon tho land of Missouri, 
whioh is the land 'of your inheritance, (Sec. 
62: 9), and the place for the city Zion, 
(6i: 1), npon which the Zion of God sball 
etand (58: 3). 

"Behold I have not CBSt off my people, 
(the pUTe in hearl), neither bave I cbanged 
in regard to Zioo. The pure in beart shall 
gulher, and Zion shall bo reinbabileu."
Revelation of Nov, 18th, 1851. "After ma
ny days shall all these thiogs be accomplish
ed, saith the spiril."-pnr. 2. 

"And inasmuch as tbey [the pure in 
heart) follow the counsel whieh (hey re
ceive, lhey shall bave power lifter many 
dsys 10 acoomplish all Ihings pertaining (0 

Ziol!."-Sec. HI:!: 10. 
"'\'herefor0, let your hearts be comforted 

concerniug Zion, for all lIesh is in mine 
banus: be still and koow that I am God. 
Zion shall not be moved out of her 1'11lce. * 
" They that rema.in an<i are pure in heart 
shall feturn .. *, to huilt! up tbe wasle pia; 
ces of Zion."-Sec. 9ti: 4. 

When shall nlltheee things be? Let 1111 
my people be very faithful. Talk not of 
judgment, or bonet of fnith, until the armies 
of Israel becomo very groat. (See. 102: i, 
8.) Let those commandments which I hllve 
given coneerning Zion lind her 1111'18 be exe
outed lind fulfilled. (Pllr. 10,) What law 
is here referred to? 

"Verily I say unto you, ... * all those who 
gather unto the land of Zion sball be tithed 
of their surplus properties. lind shall observe 
this IlIw ;; ;; to keep it holy, * * Or it sbllll 
not be a land of Zion unto you."-10G: 2. 

"ThaL which is governed by law is'" " ... 
perfected and sanolified by law."-85: 8. 

Wbat doth it profit B man If a. gift is be
stowed, and he receive not the gifl. Behold 
he rejoiceth not in the gift, nor in the giver 
of the gift. 

"For it is my will that Ihese lande should 
be purchased, and * >I< that my 811ints should 
possess them aocording to the laws of con
Becration which 1 hllve gi'l'en."-102: S. 

Now let us Bee what Iho Psalmist says: 
Zion shall oome. "God shnll be in the 

midst of her. She shall not be moved." . 
"Beautiful for situation, the joy of the 

whole eaNh, is, Jlloun! Zion (the new Joru
salem l" Seo 83 : 1. 

"Walk about Zion, tell tbe lowera there
of j mark y6 well her bulwarks, consider 
her pllillces." 

Denr saints j how shall all these gl01'ioU8 
promises be fulfilled? 

"Behold, I say unlo you, the redemption 
of Zion mus! needs come by power. 'I'herc
fore I will l'ais6 ul' unlo my people a mao, 
who shall lead them like as Moses led Ihe 
ohildren of Israel. Ant! 68 your fathers 
were led nt Ihe first, ovon 80 .hall the re
demption of Zion be. 'I'herefore, let not 
your heurts faint, I ony unto you. Mine 
Angels shnll go befor .. YOIl, and also my 
presence, and hi liDle yo shall l'oss6e8 tho 
goodlyland."-S.o. 100: 3. 

"And thegrllves of the saints "hall bo 
opened, I\nd they su,,11 come forth and stand 
aD the right hand of Ihe Lamb.' when he 
shall stand on Mount Zion, Ibe Holy City, 
the New Jeru8111em."-Seo. 108: 10. 

"Behold, tho tabernacle of God is with' 
men."-Rev. 21: 3. 

"For thera shall be my 'rabernacle. and 
it shall be called Zion, the New JerusalelU." 
-Sec. !111! ]2. . 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



32 THE MESSENGER. 

Dellr Sainls, in view of all these things, 
le~ us be willing lind obedient in the day of 
his power, that we mo.y have our io.mps 
trimmed Bnd burning nt his coming j and 
seek not to oounsel those whom he has obo· 
sen to prepare lind sanotify a people for thllt 
glorious time, by 8l1ying. Thoy must begin 
the work in tbls pillooe, 01' in that, and If 
not, not one dollar of mine can they ho.ve. 
Again, do not say, We wlltch po.tiently Indi
cations of the pross moving west, until we 
olin in a few hours by rr.iI. or river. spend 
liD hour in the office, or II Sabbath in the 
Temple j virtually 8Ilying the pilioe for the 
one musl of neoessity be the place for the 
other. May God give his 811inl8 graoo and 
wisdom to do our every duty, Is the earne9~ 
prayer of M. J. STILES. . 

Comments on the IIbove In next number. .. - .. 
SkepticislII-it!! Usc. 

A oertllin IImount of the skeptioa.l element 
is nty necessllry, 80 long 118 deoepLion lind 
hypoorisy is practiced. It guards IIgllinst 
imposition, by insisting upon reasonnble· 
evidenoe in IIll cnees where I\8sent is de
manded to II fact, or a principie. thllt reo 
quires Mtion on OllT part. We are not ca.U
ed upon to hazllrd our peaoe. cur Bubstance, 
or our lives, upon whimsiolll grounds, II 
ollpricioue spirit, 01' a sophism. i'he rule 
of lIotion to a Bane mlln is, and should be; 
thllt which oommends itself to his judg
menl, roason, lind oonsoienco. Very IitUe 
should be laken on trust, while "deoeitful 
workers" sit In jf[OU3' ,eat lind dictate. A 
too rOlldy lIOoeptllnoB of what is tllught in 
the name of the Lord. has dishonored God. 
and entailed upon humanity untold mi9c
rics. "He thllt doubteth is damned." Is 
onen used to ward off oritlciam, and eVllde 
Inquiry. But the preoept applies solely to 
thoBO wbo IIct without faith,-t.hllt is with. 
out evidence. "I try to believe." Ie the lan
guage of mllny lips, but more h~art3 that 
pilipitate with (he contending emotiona of 
Caith and hope, doubt Bnd fear. Now if 
instead of irying to beline, Wll should Ir!! 
and inform ouraelves liS to what is worthy 
of belief ;-the belief proper to Q reIlBOne.
ble oreature will como 118 readily I1S effeot 
follows cause. "Faith cometh by hearing" 
the Ilvi,lenoe. and insieLing upon rellsonllble 
evidence, before Ilssent is given to IIny pro
position, disarms impostors, and secures us 
in the "innlienable rights" of our judgment 
nnd cOIl8oicnce.. We often hCllr another 
formulll-ry of words to mislead the intellect 
of men, viz.: "You must not trust your own 
judgm(;nt." Dut we ask whose then shall 
we trust? If we are told to follow some cer
tllin oncs' who never err, we answer we 
hllve not mll-do lhe lIoquaintance of any 
suoh. If we are told to repudillte humlln 
judgment altogether, we IInswer we have 
no other, and moreover that suob is the 
pilltform of fools. 

For want of. or Ihe repressing the 
skeptical element, groundless faith and 
blind zellol push on the juggernaut of su· 
perstition and fllnaticism uncheoked and 
unquestioned. Skeptioal ie but another 
word for oaution, and they who ignore H 

are tbe materials out of which the "oonfi
dence men" in religion espeoially. work out 
theIr profits, and their power, to lord it 
over their fellows. Among the innumerllble 
fallloies, whioh has obtained oredenoe among 
the Latter Day Saints In Ulah. 18 that the 
Indians of the mountains and pillins, whose 
akins are lanned with tobacco smoke, whose 
ohlef employment is begging or stealing, 
lind scalping one another. or the whiles 
from whom they bllve begged and stolen 
their living, and wb0ge highest conceptions 
of IIrchitecture Is Been in the "universal 
wigwam," are coming, going through.
the United Stlltes-to cut off. II III Brigham. 
just below tho ears, the "cUlBed Gentile,," 
soalping tbe wbole of them of courso, lind 
then return and build up Zion lind the Itm. 
pIt in Jackson county, Missouri, in this 
generlltion. Suoh II Zion will be fitly orna
mented with the ulliversal trophy of thnt 
people,-lhe strings of scalps. 

If this is not Guliverlsm, its foundation Is 
doubtless gullabillity. And yet the farce 
of anointing them for this, is being played 
off upon the people. by an unscrupulous 
priesthood; accompanied witb 0. "~ignHi

cant shrug" or "knowing wink,"-as much 
liS to say, "Hold your tongue. do as you are 
told, lind leave the rest to us." ' 

"If resislllnce to Iyrants is obedienae to 
God." then skepticism, under these circum
stances. is the beet defence aga.inst this 
band of ghostly "Thugs." Why do you 
make other men's dreams your law. but 
trust not your own? Prove 1111 things, and 
whlltever Is prov~d to be good, hold fllst. lind 
the rost leave in the Ilnte-room of inquiry, 
or let It slide. 

While COlsnrism In Europe yields to the 
spirit of liberty lind humlln progress, lind 
puts an end to eerldom, and the Dagon of 
American sin very bas fallen prostrate before 
the temple of Freedom. superstition in Utah 
hILS consummated. tbrough tbe oligarchy 
there, II spiritual serfdom liS degrading lind 
destruotive. whoee quorums, like tho many 
jointed arms of the cuttle-fish, rellch every 
where to terrify or destroy. This system 
of terrorism is as senseless lIS it is relent
less. It is based upon the arrogant assump
tion that 1\ few individuals blollted with am
biUon, pride and IU61,-to say nothing of 
other CIIU8eS-I'I1'0 fllvorites of hellven. of 
Ood and angels, lind hence muet be obeyed 
by men; and per force, honored also. If 
this i8 so, then the Grecilln proverb, 10Th!) 
gods have a code of momls peculiar to thcm
selves." is true as well 118 trite. But the 
problem haa a belter solution. That which 
18 attributed to God is olearly due to some 
Satan, or as expreased by II benevolent indi
vidual, who. after listening to II lengthy de
scription of God's graoe, in election and 
predestination, by a hard· shell Calviniat,
"Why! your God is my devil." Let the 
thorns crackle under the pot; let tho pot 
boil, while the bOgU3 "Enoch" drives the 
hoops; tbe bursting phenomena, is only a 
question of time. 

... - .. 
A qUestion of Physiology. 

Editor Meuengtr :-Polygamy in Utah, 
IIside from the lying, murder, treason lind 
trespass conneoted with it. is nol rightly a . 
politioal question, and to IIny but true 
sainte H is not IIlheological question. Whll-t 
does the average congressm&n know IIbout 
the suhject ? I think that they wbo have s. 
oity under their immediate jurisdiotion 

would betiel' o.ppoint a bureau of enligbl. 
ened, progressive pbysiologisls to enquire 
into the subject of the relation of the sexes 
(gathering facts from experience. observa· 
Uon and history) 11.8 affecting Lbe health and 
happiness of .adults, and ·II.S affecting the 
destinies of children. K obody questions 
the right of COllgreEs 10 legislate for the 
District of Columbie.. Let that litlle terri. 
tory be me.de Q model to whioh to point. 
Some Impartial European pbilosophersthink 
Salt Lake has the advanlage of Washington 
city, but they cannot give an intelligent 
reason for tbeir opinion. 

I offer II few exlracls from the Scie1lce of 
Health. 

"A more enlightened motherhood is going 
to be tbe great topio of the not very distaDt 
fulure; finally it i8 going to be demflnded 
through tbe civilillw. [t is demtlnded now 
by the 'higher la.w.' n 

"To give birth to a young immorlalls a 
privilege eo divine, tbat humo.n language ie 
hardly Ilble to grll~p, in aU ita intenaity. Ihe 
saoredness of the event." 

"It is II lamentable fact childrell are some
t.imes begotten from tbe plnne of ina tinct. 
Such prodUctions are 'always badly orglln· 
ized." 

"Tbe historic Ohrist coulil only be born of 
Mary, that woman of pure affection, an idenl 
of womnnhood toward which the face slow. 
Iy approximates." ' 

"Sbnkerhood is !I protest IIgainst Ibe ~c· 
knowledgement of motherhood II.S II. righi, 
without tbe considerateness of love," 

"We lire a 10nl1: way from the millenium, 
and Christianity is but !I dream. But 10 
woman Ie assigned the work of cryelalhlng 
it to a universa.l reality through hel' distinct 
prj1'\'ince-maternity." S. F. W. 

;;negollen from the plane of instino!." 
Who can tell what instinct is? One pbi· 

1080pber says, "A eecret conformity of our 
orgnne 10 their respeotive objeots, forms our 
Instincl." Another. thal it is akin to in
spiration. Another, Ihnt it la inspiration 
itself i-the "divine num" that perm elites 
the universe, and gives the first Impulse to 
!Ill spirit life, whether in man or bensl. U 

so, then instinct only needs cull\vllot\ng, reg
uillting and improvillg by experience, rea
son lind a higber grade of inspiration; and 
would dismiss the prnctice of polygamy 
among human being~, while Ihe lowel' nni· 
mals would retain the practice. 

Suoh a burenu of inquiry as suggested, 
wouM find" rich field for observation in 
Utab. Among the f!lets gathered would 
appear the follOWing. A prominent polyg. 
amist who boasted anI' forty chileren, (or 
Bons), of whom it is eaid by tbe "oldest 

-settlers," tbnt of them, "ther who were not 
drunkards, were foole." 

The !ldvocntes of polyg!\my persistently 
Ilffirm that children begotten in polygamy 
are the equals to those having 1\ legal origin; 
Tbe anxiely in milking tbe statement is eU5~ 
pioious. 

Cm,.n:;o,U .. -First Ulonth-I wish I could 
ent her. Second mouth-I 'l)sh I had. 

Whut is a "prudentinl statement~.. Au. 
swer-Telling an unlruth '!I'hen the truth 
would convict. . 

TH. Mr.SSE"GEIl. of tho neorg~nl7.ed Church of Je'us 
Christ of Latter DRY ~Q.1nnt h; pubJhdlCd mouthly. at 
l!alt Lnko City, Utah. JAS." W. nRIGa., editor. 

TEIDIS'-X'lTTr CC!!t. por y.ar. To tho BrllI.1t 
I.le. e .. only-n •• conto. 

CODlolllnleation. and remlttnnc.. .bonld be ad· 
dre,sed to JtL!on W. Brigg'. Plano. Illinois. 
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PI'c-cxisleuce, 
I have read the papers on pre·existence 

in lhe J1[c&w,ycr, and hardly know whether 
10 be gJad or sorry they were wrilten. I have 
mnny reasons to be sorry because I think 
tbe wriler erra, and glad that he dares 10 
think and speak. We have all erred Rnd are 

'compelled 10 change our opiuions. We aI
'ways err when we underlake 10 lell exact· 
Iy what passes behind the veil, reasoning 
'from tlnalogy, \V e Can not possibly know 
mlything of eitber a prior or a future 6xist
ence but by revelation, anu to my mind one 
i~ as clearly revealed as the olher. The 
fact that we do nol remember is no proof 
that we were not, for if, as some think, our 

'neing w,," one unbroken stream of joy, there 
was nothing to mnke us remember, and its 
all tho mille to U8 DOW j whether it W!lS an 
eternily or n minute. We uo not remember 
Illlything of our infanoy, ami even since I 
anve attainc,l the yenrs of discretioll (I 
uont speak for IIny one else) there hnve 
been whole ycnrs that might as well have 
been nceks, for nothing ocurred in them 10 
remember bul the earnS monotonous round 
uny after uny. "Sbow me the company you 
keep auu j'lI show you what YOIl are," is an 
olu ndnge, and fnlBe as it is old, for sinoe 
the worlu began grent trutbs have alwnys 
been perverleu nuulinkeu wilh orron; the 
wily HOI'pent has always worn the livery of 
:;leaven. "ria said that polygamy is the 
legitimate offsprillg of pro,existenoe, "for," 
says Mr. Prat!, "when our father Ad 11m 
~nme to this carli:. he brought Eve, one of 
hi~ wives with Ilimj" thereby implying that 
IUl had more. Well, if he only broughL one, 
ono wae all that iL was proper for him or 
any other mnn to have in this world, how
eyer proper a plurality lllay be in the hen
ena. If assertions proved anything, ImigbL 
say thni when Eve,queen oflIeayen, chose 10 

come to earth, she sen I Allum one of her 
husbllnJs to prepare the way before her j 
anu then SIlY that I had clearly proved that 
polyunury isrighl, Ifwe reject pre.existenoe 
because polygamy haa grown out of it, why 
nol go further, and Bny with Mr. Beadle, 
lhaL thc laHer is the legitimate outgrowth 
of lIh)1'ruonisID j for "if we restore the line of 
the prophets we must of course imitate all 
of their vices auu foibles," which means, if 
It. meaus lIaything, IhaL the farther men de
po.rl from GOIl and the Bible, Lhe nearer 
they approach to virtue anu humanity. Mr. 
Abbot, cuitor of the Index, goea still far· 
ther and aays tbal tha pretenlions of the 
pope, the horrors of the inquisition, and all 
tbe blasphemous ritea of Cat holici am, Bre 
the legiiiwe.te outgrowlh of lhe MOBsiabio 
doctrine. but if we go so far why not go 
farther, and say thai all the horrors of Pa
ganism are the fruita of a belief in God. 

The Soriptures pla.inly tell us that God is 
the father of our spirits, bui I fail to see 88 

that provos that he i. also tbe father of the 
animals and plants, IIny more than my being 
the mother of my children prQ,Ves that I am 
the mother of the food theY'1a, or the 
clothes they wear. If Joseph the MarlyI' 
was decel yed in our pre-existenoe how do 
we know that he Was not in Ihe order of the 
resurrection, and one half the truths he 
olaimed to reveal. But 1 do not understand 
thai brother n. denys the revelalions on 
pre,existence, but tbinks we mislJ.pply them, 
perhaps we do. I have never been able to 
see whllt reward for silting in the grand 
council of God and deoiding wisely, it could 
be to place us in II. world where we have ten 
thousand ways to go wrong and only one to 
go right; and where from lbe crn(Ue to the 
grave is 0. constant "struggle for life," anu 
where, if we are saved at all, 'twill be by a 
life long struggle to conquer self. To pl~ce 
us here, without the slightest recollection 
of what we were, hence no advantage of 
experience or knowledge gained from com
muning with God and other inlelligenees, if 
this is 11 reward I fRilta see it; bulsuppose 
we take Ihe view tbllt this probation was 
given in mercy to those who have erred in 
spirit. loan see nothing iuoonsistcni with 
the charnoter of our benvenly father, Lo sup· 
po~e that he would find a way to redeem 
fallen spirits, whell he bears 80 patiently 
and long with fllllcn men; but to insist tbat 
all our race were fallen is liable to grllTO 
objections, siuce we have menl reasons to 
think lIiohael, Enoch, Noah, Job and many 
others mentioned in the lllble were aent 
from God on purpose to be suiors of men, 
and passing by the reformers that have 
lightened the darkness of the past, we come 
to our own generations, and find that there 
lire at least a few persons who would not 
knowingly and willingly do a mean aot for 
all the wedd, the business of whose lite 
seems to be to honor God, 10 bless mankind, 
and to make ono little spot of ellrth beller 
for their haYing lived in it. 

Tbese may for ought 1 know have Bat In 
oounsel with God, and been sent to earth 
(though in II less degree) lik·,,'the.cBplain of 
our slllvation, to be made perfeot through 
Bull'ering and become saviors of.mon. 

On the other band we 00cll810nllly find lin 
iatensely selfish nature, the aim of whoso 
life soema to be "rule or ruin." It was sa'!d 
of JudaH that "for tbis purpose was he ni8-
ed up, that he' might go to his own plaoe," 
ESllu was hllted before he Will porn, Nebu
ohadnezzar and Lucifer lire spoken of to
gether, lind so interwoven thllt it is diffic~lt 
to tell whioh is which, and Paulellw, In VIS

len one who in the dllye of the gatbering of 
the' 811ints would oppose lind exact himself 

No.O. 

above all that is called God or that is wor-' 
shipped, lind from the fact that he uees the 
preaenL tense, it is not impossible that be 
WIIS even then sitting in councl! with Luci
fer, and deciding that it U belter tJ! reign 
in hell than eerve in heaven. It It ls. asked 
Wby were some of thq,ee men calle» ot God 
and recognized J bie Btrnnt8, we .re
ply that Christ redeemed .us all, an~in our 
infanoy all are pure, alill'e, innocent, igno
rant, and helpless, the future is like a blank 
paper, lind we each write a redard for our
selves, and perhaps there wa's something ill 
those men, early in lite, lruly a.miable and 
lovahle, and God called them 118 h~ does all 
men, to come unto hini, Ilnd for' a. while 
they obeyed tM c1\1I. 

If it is objeoted that this savors.of (oreo1'
dination, wo auswer, thlll for aughi, we 
know foreordination, transmigration nnd 
soul'~locping moy be perverted truths. This 
is tbe tirst time I evel' tried 10 fo.lhom mys
teries which are not clearly revealed, for 
"heaven is too high for me 10 know Whp,l 
passes there." 

!lIy apology, if one is nyu ed, is I regret 
the seeming tendency on the part of some 
10 explain away or positively dellY revela
tions which cqnfiict with their opinions, If 
Joseph was mistaken in our pre.existence., 
bow do we know that he WIIS not in our fu
ture existenoe T If he erred in the wisdom 
of blessedness lind woe, how do we know 
tblll he did not, on prie8tbeod and Ihe or
sanitation of the churoh t If he erred ill 
the need of baptism for the dOlld, how do 
we know that be did not in the need of bap. 
tism of the liying 1 If we rejeot 80 much. 
why not more? If we go 80 far, why nol 
fartber. 

"One extreme follows the other as Burely 
as action and reaction are equal," Protest
ants disgusted with the Catholics for light
ing the dead through purglJ.tOfY, and buying 
or praying them out, insist on an endless 
heaven or hell, without any intermediate 
grade; disgusted with thoir images of lIIlIry 
and addressing prayers to bar as Lhe,molh; 
or of God, soarcely ever mention her al all. 

nrighllmism has BO oorrupted the failh of 
the Saints thlll many, really go~d people 
have lurned from it. God forgive them and 
callihem back, They have 80 oh'\,nged the 
ordinllDoes, thp.llhey s;em more like ·theat
rical performanoes than any thing eln. 

, Sbllll we tllke the oLher extreme and prao
ticlllly ignore re'Aaied truths beoause they 
are oonred with' the mists of errot. , In my 
humble opinion, the seer of Palmyra knew 
w hal he WIIS talking about when he told us 
the oonneoting link hetween Ihe livlng and 
the dead, lind our risen Lord, meant whal 
he slIid, when he lold lhose on whom he had 
laid his own hllnda to tllrrylll Jernsalem un, 
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fi\ they were endowed with power from OD 

high. 
If this is deemed worthy II. place in either 

the Btrald or jl[eutnger, (the la.ller prefer
red), I mny attempt a defence of Bome of the 
ancient worthies, who, perhaps, have heen 
handled a little rougher than tbey have de· 
served. l\IORlIOl1IA. 

JASON 'V. BmGGs 
:: 

EDITOR. 

SnIt Lake City, July, 1876. 

ZION, GATHERING, &c. 

The article untler this.caption in the last 
llIESSE!\GER is a fair exhibit of the hopes 
of mnny respcting those subjects, and the 
ground of that hope, viz., commandments 
not yet obeyed, and promises unfulfilled. 
Upon this wbole subject, whicb lIas been 
the central idea of Latter Day Saints, we 
are admonished to trend lightly, the doubt. 
ful precincts, where others have stalked on 
to disappointment anti ruin. And yet we 
l)elieve the time is at hand, when this sub. 
ject will be practically diisposed of. 

That the rejection of \lIe church was 
closely connected with this Zion question, 
few will deny; which liS clearly implies 
that it was not understood, neither by 
"priest" nor "people.Y- And how fllr the 
Reorganized Church is bound to follow the 
precedents of the l'rj{Jcted church, is n 
question of vital importance to its prosper. 
ity, ond the pence of its members. :Moses 
had a Sllccessor, but he did not retrace the 
windings of tbe l)redecessor in the wilder. 
ness of Sin, any more than N oall's successor 
followed him in building !In other !Irk; but 
each received commnndments relating to 
locol matters-localities-that was confined 
to them, nnd iDllpplicnlJie to l11eir succes
sors, while in prinCiple, doctrine, justice, 
morality amI right, nil alike were bound 
1Iy the snme. The npostles receh'ed local 
comandment,s such !Is to "go into Gallilee" 
and not to "go into Sn-maria," &c., which 
hnd notllillg to do with their successors. 
Moy not this snme principle opply in the 
case of Joseph Smith and the church in his 
dny, and his successor, and the ReOl'gan
ized Church? Nay, ?/lust it not apply? 

In Doc. & Cpv., sec. 103 par. 10, 17-11), 
nre fonnd commandments to all the Saints 
from far to come and builu a house-tern. 
pIe, a city amI "the Nauvoo house" in N au. 
voo; and yarioua promises were attached. 
"Great and glorious" promises too. Why 
does not Sr. M.J. Stiles insist tlmtthese com. 
mandments shall be complied with? This 
is the Illst commandment concerning gath. 
ering and Zion. In par. 10, swift messen. 
gers (we to be sent to all the Saints, far nncl 
ncar with the proclamation to come to that 
place anu for that purpose; and this, we 
nTC toM in par. 7, was "continuing to 
preach for Zioll." Zion is here used in R 

hrger sense than in sec. 4 par. 1, which l().. 
('ales it in ,J Ilckson county, Missouri. Now 
jf all thc Saints complied with the com. 
mandment to come to Nauvoo, they could 
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not comply with the one previously given, 
requiring them to gather to Jackson eoun' 
ty, ]lissouri. It is "the last will and testl!.
ment" that prevails, and renders nugatory 
preceding ones. The last enactment on 
any given subject, by any legal authorit)', 
substantially repeals nIl pre\'ious ones that 
coqtiiet wUh it whether expressed or not. 
Hence does it not follow tbat, if there is a 
gathering commanded at tile present time, 
Nauvoo is the "location?" and the only 
one for that gathering, amI not Jackson 
county 1II1ssouri or Bny where else! How 
can this commandment to gather to Nau. 
voo, be golten over to enforce the former 
one to gather to Jackson county ]Iissouri? 
Besides, ill this last commandment it is ex 
pressly stated that the former one relating 
to Jackson county is repealed, in theso 
words: "It behooveth me to require that 
work no more of those sons of men"
whom I commnnded to builll up a city 
and 0. housetomy name in Jackson county, 
lIIissourl.-Par. 18. 

In scc. 4, pal'. 1, 2, we are told that it 
should be done in this generation; conse
quently "those sons of men" were that gen. 
erntion of men; nnd this exonerating them, 
sct.tJes the question for "this generation" 
l'cfened to. And this required the larger 
sense, in the use of the word Zion, in the 
revelation of 1841, in which its local sense 
had been mnde inapplicable, as it is also 
llsed in the same wille sense in sec. 94, par. 
5, and in Hell. 12: 22, the revelation of181)1, 
and elsewhere. 

After the expUlsion from Jackson county, 
in 1833, a revelation given in December of 
the snme yeaI', concel'nlng those "who had 
been cast out of their inheritnnces,"-thnt 
is Jac\{son county. Sec. 08: pnr.l. In 
l)ar. 0, 7 IIml 8, is 1\ parable given to show 
"~Iy will concerning the redemption of 
Zion"-Jacl{son county-which was to be 
as follows: "And the Lord of the vineyard 
said unto 0116 of bis servants, Go gather up 
the strength of my house, my young men, 
mywarriol's, middle aged, and gostrnight. 
way unto tllllland of my vineyard, Ilnd re
deem my vineyard for it is mine. I have 
bought it with money. Throw down the 
wnUs of mine enemies, throw down !belr 
tower, and scatter their watchmen, and in. 
Rsmuch as they gather together against 
you, avenge me of mine enemies." And 
while these "wnniors" were being galher. 
cd, nnother effort was ordcrc(l to be made, 
to "purcllnse all the land that can be pur. 
chased in J Rcl,son county, nml the counties 
round about." llIeanwhile they were to 
appeal to the judge, governor Rnd the 
pl'csillent. They importuned, but did not, 
or could not purchase; and in February 
following another revelation is given, show. 
ing how the redemption shall occur. "There
fore will I rnise up unto my people 1\ man 
who slllllilead them as llIoses led the child. 
ren of· Israel-ant1 ye must needs be led out 
of bondage by power ;-so shall theredemp. 
tlon of Zion lor Jackson county] be." Bec. 
101 par. 3. Now, no one cnn fail to sec that 
this man like Moses is identical with the 
"one of the servants," In sec. 08 par. 7, for 
their work is identical. And in sec. 102 

pnl'. 4 we arc told told ihnt "my sen-nnt 
Baurak Ale" is the man referred to in the· 
pamble. And who is Daurak Ale! We 
answer Joseph Smith, Jun., who fit tbat 
time was in Kirtland, and who forthwith .. 
Set about to collect an finny to fulfill that 
commandment; to "go stmigbtwl\y" to re·· 
instate their brethren ill their inheritances. 
But in this reveliltion they nrc to](1 1(1 get' 
if possible, fl,e hundred of these warriors, 
but if not possible to get three 111lndre(l, 
but in no event to go with less thnn ono 
hundred. They obtained the three lIun. 
dred or over, and went up early in the llext 
summer al'ri.ing on Fishing Hirer, wlten 
on June 22 (1834) another revelation is gh·. 
en disbanding them, telling those who 
could,tosTAY"in the l'egionsl"Ound nbou!," 
and those already dwelling in those regions 
round about, or adjoining couuties, were to. 
carefully gather into one region, ns much 
as consistent with the feelings of the peo
ple, nnd were to be favored of their ene· 
mies while they "were soying to the Ilcople. 
"execute judgment null justice for U3 ne· 
cording to law. aud redress us of om' 
wrongs." Pal' 7. And during this time 
of peace and fn\"or,-t1li8 "stIlY" in those 
"regions round about," another effortwfls 
to be made by "my sen'nnt Bamnk Ale 
Ilnd Bnnecmy, Joseph Smith and Sidney 
Rigdon, whom I hn\'e appointed to gnthet· 
Hil the strength of my llOnse," and till tho 
armies of Israel beoeme ,cry great, when 
the Lord would 1101t\ them "guiltless ill 
taking possession of their own londs." 
Now the redemption of this Zion in ,Jnck. 
Bon county, depcndc(l upon themeaus }loint
cd out· The llromiscs ordnined the meau::. 
as "'e have sern ;-ptlrchnse n~ fill' M Ihey 
could, and an armY-flUll cvcrrpromi~e reo 
lating to this local Zion centers in those 
menn!!, and after remaining in these "re. 
gions rOllnd a1)Out" fol' lh-e years sceking 
to nccomplish the part nssiguell them illlhc 
redemption fif Zion, Dumal, Ale and Da. 
neemy were taken prioner~, and the Ill'my 
of Israel which they IIml gatllCred were dc. 
fented, nnd togcthcl' with all the Snints "ill 
tlte region ronnd about," were driven from 
the lnnd of Missouri (in 1830). And sullo 
sequent to all these promises, these I'repa. 
rations, and pl'ediclious, in lSH is ginn 
another reyelation, pM'. 15, conccrning Ihis 
Zion in J nckSOll counly wTlich the ME~. 
SENGER for Febrnary "bid us rend amI di. 
gest." Brethrell, the question i~ not, ,,-hnt 
Lhe Lonl will or lllny command respecting 
0. local Zion, but whnt hns been commnm\. 
ed as a whole, concerning it, and where (10 

these commandments plnce liS? Where 
arc we? What is the gronnd occupied, or 
ought to be by the Hcorganizetl Cburch? 
Let 611 Latter Day Saints read cnrefully 
and digest well, upon this subject; for we 
repeat, thatllpon a right understnnding of 
this, depends its prosperity and the pelleI' 
of its member!!. 

, 
UTAH AT THE CENTENNIAL. 

lIht. CnmsTENsoN, of Sanpete, scm]s n pic. 
ture to the Centennial of "the Mormon em· 

igrants crossing the -plains." If it is 
founded upon the most ltd mmalic nml trn~ 
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ic" eYents of that "emigration." it will pOl'
tmy Ihe Illllld clnt expedition of 1856-A 
tbousand poor creatures. put upon short al-. 
lowance-fl'om the start. which grew short
cr lit every stngo. until reduced to two 
ounces of flour per <lay.and then less. drag
ging hand carts aftcr them II. thousand 
wellry miles. men. wo~en and children 
wenl'ieu. starving. freezing. dying-with F. 
D. Richards their leader. with Joseph A. 
Young und a few olhers In u four horse. 
carriage passing them, to hurry on to avoid 
the coming stol'm.-It ought to show Ihe 
thousands of shallow empty graves, and the 
tons of 11Icachcd bones of the victims of fn
nnticism and duplicity, practiced by the 
Utah leaders upon tllCil' weak and unsus
pecting dupes.-That will be as Interest
ing. if faithful, as it will be melancholly; 
-though instructive. 

The pictUl'c ought to 110 accompanied 
with a hand curt, labeled, "drawn to Utuh 
by two young girls," an endowment robc. 
nnd a patrinrclml blessing given to SOUle 

IIngal·. Can't there bc a picturc of the 
"twenty-folll' teuchers" whipping the rebel
lious sisters in Sugar House W aru of this 
city? 

{; tall ollght to be represented. 

---......... -......... ---
"'as JUlie.,1I SmUll n Poln~a-

Uli'lt l-N o. 2. . 

The "private few" received such marvel
ous endowments and glfls, in those dark 
corners, that without the'lIid of scrap·book 
or notes, they cnu repeat with wonderful 
precision aU of the incidents, tea~hings and 
doings of those limes. as thongh they were 
of but yesterday's transaotion. No chanoe for 
mitigation, expillnatioll, or criticism i they~ 
privately know what they know. The main 
subject wilh ,.11 its minor details, is dwelt 
upon with the flippancy and ease Ihat lI. 

modern parsoll would read off his manu-
8cripl, 011 Il. Sabbath morning. To question 
whatlheyaay is eateemed ain; and to doubt 
is to bo damned and sent to the pit. 

Kept from collusion !llld their atories do 
not run well together, despite the eft'ort to 
be made to seo eye to eye; and wh'en cross
examined they will fly oft' in lI. tangent, when 
hard pressed, and exolaim, "lIs no use 
talking, Joseph taught it-I know It for my
Belf." &0.; and, strange 10 say. aU the boys 
and girls !lnu middlo aged in Utah, know all 
about it, on first acquaintance-Do mistake 
-ahvaya posilive. lC they did not aee for 
themselves, fatbor or mother did; lind if 
they did Dol, grandfather or grllndmother. 
or cousin John. or lIunt Safah did; and if 
neither of these. Bro. Brigham IInu Bro. 
lIeber, the Miss E. II's, D's and L's knew 
all IIbout it. "You uon't think that they 
wouhl tell untruths about it, do you 1" 

"n wasn't prcacheu in public," say Ihoy. 
Of course not. "Joseph would Dot hne 
dared 10 to do that;" nuu of course again. he 
was in lhe oonstant habit of doing jU8~ thut 
which would rendef h is popularity complete. 
lIe practiced it in private anu denied it in 
public, l\eoording to the "they says" and 
"printe fews," and notwithstanding this 
lying, he is held. professedly. by those SIlme 

fews" and "they says" as tbl) 
greatest prophet tbal ever lived, and did 
nothing aUliss. 

When we aak where Joseph's offspring 
are by the aooondlioa and aDd tbird li&8 ? we 
are assured. by Bome of the "they 8I1YS" Bud 
"private Ie 1'18. n that there are some-one 
any way. If enquiry is made, at the city, 
as to its whereabouts. the answer comes 
Ihllt it was last seen at Provo, Ban Pete, 
TinUo. or Bt. George; but on making en
quiry at those plllces, we lire pointod to Og
den, Brigbam City, or Bear Lake 1\8 its 
probable whereabouts. It hilS no certain 
dwelling place. and no one can keep track 
of it save the "may be's" and "private 
fews." A most remarkable child it is
always out of sigbt-and 8eemB to possess 
all the Iebmaelitish trails-wild anil roving. 
Might 118 well 6ltpect to capture a Denglll 
tiger by setting 118no.ro of horae hair on the 
bald peaks or the Wahsatoh Range as to get 
a glimpse of thllt extrofdinllfY son of Ha.gnr, 

One person was pointed out, by the "pri
vate few8," as perhaps the ono, Things 
were brought together just. to mlltoh, to 
prove the 118sertion true. Taking it.up one 
side and down tbe other, it was difficult to 
disentangle the deceptive maze, for awhile; 
but allowing patience to baye her perfect 
work, I Boon feU in with a. Deisy Jane, of a 
forty year's experienoe, w bo had beon 
through the "whole thing"-lived right in 
Joseph's door yard, as most all dhl, "Ami I 
do know," she said, "that it i3 a lie; thai 
man is no; J03eph'a 30n, for I was there and 
I be danied if i don't k~ow. That's Brig
l,dlll'$ child. and it looka jus/like him." This 
I was not .incliDed to dispute, especially 
when tbe family resemblance WIIS appealed 
to. Dut ahe oonlinued, "Joseph bad no 
ohildren only by Emma. It is said he had 
other wives, but they had no chihlren_ 
other men visited them." Here we throwed 
up Ihe sponge, ha.ving gained one point, how
ever, I bad ferreted ou~ tha. ignus fatuus 
boy. 

Notwilhslanding these slaDders, the "they 
says" lind "priVllte fews" lire loud mouihed 
wiLh pr .. ises Col' Joeeph. Tbe incumbent of 
the Pllpal chair talks no more of Jesus than 
tbey do of Joseph .• Bul it Bounds so much 
like garnishing the tombs of the prophets, 
after deceiving the people, that oue is ready 
to fefer the w hole thing to that species of 
hypocrisy that cursed tbe world in the dnys 
of Jesus. 

According to the "they says" lind "pri
vate Cews." Joseph was a prophet and a. de
ceiver; a righteous man and a hellthen; 
full of hypocrisy. yet nlwllys f,lithful; prnc
ticing polygamy and polyandry, then lying 
about it, while talking wilb nngels and en
cournging the most ualted virtues; alwa.ys 
varying, yetconslllnlly (QUlld in the stre.ight 
way, the most complete conundrum and 
contradiction of ancient or modern limes; 
a fool and a. wise milD; a professed chris
titm, defying the world to overturn the 
principles of his faith j yet pandering tl) the 
wbims of a 'Becret mob, plotting against tbe 
peacc of society. lind thus with hisaroh cun

'ning lind contemptible rascality ueceiving 
the whole world. Such was the character 
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Smith, if the testimonies of the 
"they Bays" and "private fews" are to be 
taken in evidenoe ooncerning his life. 

Dut it must be remembered that Ihue 
witnesses are those wbo baTe wandered 
from tbe life teachings of Joseph Smith, fol
lowing tbe bent of their own minds, with no 
apology for tbeir crimes, save their bare as
sertion that Joseph ad"ocated in secret, 
somewhere, before II "private few," the 
things whereof they affirm. To blame me 
for not believing their words, would be to 
find" fault for not taking the teslimony of 
thieves and piokpockets in evhJence con
cerning themselvcs. 

The "privlac few" contend that Joseph 
had several wins; that lhey emigrated to 
the SaIt Land and aro ~oaUered promiacu
ously over the Territory; but when tbey 
are sought for in one localiiy. like the Bon 
reCerred to ahove, they are in Bome other 
quarter. Bro. J. W. Driggs vlfered a re
ward, while in Sail Lake Cily. for the priv
ilege of seeing one, but never WAS fnored 
with tbe appeara.nce of any. Daring my 
slay tbere, I novel' was fortunate enough to 
sec one, though [ went out of the way to 
find luem, an~ I confess that a fow y,ars 
ago,. I was inclined 10 take tbe sayinga of 
the "may bea" lind "private few" as cor
rect. BO was prepared to meet the issue. 

I am now 1111 convinced, that if thero ever 
has been any thins presented to Ihis great 
worhl of ours, that justly i1esorvea to be re
oeived witb doubts. challeulles nnd incred
ulity of ihe people, it is Ihe allged stories 
of those very "privllte few" lind "may bes." 
Yet, tho air is full of gosHip lind talk about 
Joseph, got up and peddled by tho "private 
few" and in.lsted on being helieved, until 
the people wero overnwed into a lacit ad
mission.of it; It being II penal offence 10 
eltpreSB a douht a8 to the trulh of thei!: 
statements. Thu3 it was poured into the 
cara of the gllwping hosts, hawked about 
IInu spread a.l! over the oountry and none 
dared to express II "fe~liDg against it." 
lIeneo the young and Iboso who knew 
nothing of .Jos6ph'slife, were caught in the 
fine web of deoeption. 

One, Bald to be "hag beens" summoned & 

Buffioient amount of impudenoe lind bluff 
once, to aS8(1rl to one of Emma's sons that 
she was his falher's wife. "Ah!" exolaimed 
the young manin his mouest way, "In what 
sonao were you my falher's wife?" "In 
every sense," came the stiff reply. The 
young man WIlS defeated, of oourao, for the 
tIme. nul ahe kept on llippantly chntting, 
as women sometimes will, abouL ber put 
life, and chanced toremark, whil~ unguard, 
ed, that her husband IV.'S in England, Oll Ii 

miij~ion, when his falher was martyred. 
'\vhl\t! ao'] you my (atller'~ Wir6 lit tbe 
same time 1" exokllmcd tbe young ·man. 
'i3lle blu~hed, and hemmed and bawed. and 
looked 'tolbor way, anu Baid, "Oh. I t1tln't 
meau Ihflt I liveu with your father liS his 
wife, hut lwna sealed to him nfler hiB 
death." That, ofcourae changed things en
tirely. 

Three or four of those aDltious to testify, 
and "know all about it." I chanced to meet 
while in Utab. Here afe their etories .. 
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One JlIra. of Salt Lake City, said, "I 
was intimate at Joseph's house; was there 
when the neW8 name of his death at Car
thage, and I know that he had more wives 
thlln Emma," "How do you know 1" Baid I. 
"Why, they were living there ilL tho house." 
"Did you eee Joseph marriod to them 1" 
"No." "Did you ever Beo them occupy sleep
ing apartmenls togothor?" ,'No." "Did you 
ever aoo Joseph deporling himself in a. way 
unbeooming a gonLlomlln towards thorn 1" 
Roluotantly, "No." "Did not Joseph keep 
a hotel?" "Yes." "Did nOL those girls 
work in the hotel as hired help 1" "Yes." 
"Then hol'l do you know they were Joseph's 
wives 1" "Why, Mr. --' oame home ODe 
night, and SRid they had a oounoU and -" . 
,,! don't care what ltlr. Ilamo home 
nnd eaid; What do you know about it?" 
She knew nothing, but had been the rounda 
of polygamy, and had some pride in trying 
to give a plausible why for her cause. 

[Concluded in our next] 

-------4.~-.-1.~-----

The Philo~ophy of IIn1oc1'isy. 
This moral phenomenon, is nearly uni

versal in human sociely-and is peculinf to 
man; no :trace of It is found among tho 
brutes. It is origina.l with man. Hypocri
sy hilS reoeived the notico of writers and 
teaohers, and espeoially reformers, in all 
times, IIn!1 generally treafed ns 1\ simple 
sin; a orime, folly or ovll, or all these 
combined, n.nd condemned wilhou!. mitiga
lion nnd without llmit. It has received the 
scathing rebuke of the moralist, the severest 
denunciEllion of tbe Christian, nnd threat
ened with the hoUoBt hell, of the Mahomot
nn. An Olltl!lW in literature, a very Cain in 
sociely, !lnd SaLan himself in religi~n; 
it ntill survives (md "overshadows" so
ciely, and every individual member of ii, 
at every turn; and yet no one hna, to our 
knowledgo, given or attempted n philosoph
ical analysia of this Boci~l phenom~non.
wo clll\ it a !QciaZ phenomenon, beoause it is 
only developed in 80ciety; and though no 
espeoial organ has been discovered by the 
phrenologist for its Foduclion, yet its per
vading presence in tho exercise of every 
known fMully, renders i!. probable tbat it 
ill the !hado!IJ or dnrk side of those fscuHies 
of the soul. 

Hypocrisy, lhougb. liko the tree, wboBc 
trunk is OUO, but ita rools and brsncbes are 
mnny, bas many distinct cauacs. Among 
which may be reckoned the following: 

1. Fear, or cownrdioe. This is the caso 
when through rellr of punishment or cen
sure, we aot or speak falsoly to our own 
hearls, wbl\t we do not feol nor believe. 

2. Pride, or selC 10'1'0. ~'his is whon we 
Qap:re 10 tbat which we are not entitled to 
nor worthy of, hence tho duplicity in aot
ing otherwise than according to our oonvio
tions. 

3. Policy. Sooioty refusoato reward hon
esty for Uself, therefore it is impolitic, as 
well as often unsafe to be honest in our ut
terances, and Instead of using language to 
convey our ideas, we use it to ooneealthem 
-and give currency to counterfeits. 

4, Education, or habit. Tbie, no douhL, 

is the oentral gorm of hypocrisy. We form 
an ideal standard of thinga, and assume the 
impersonation of tbat .ideal, putting on all 
the nirs of thal suppositious oharaoter, and 
tesoh the slime to our children, and "11.8 the 
twig is bent tbo tree is inclined," hypocrisy 
oozee out of every tran811.ction from sheer 
habit, whioh becomes chronic, and heredit. 
ary. It is selC.producing. in that tho rea.d
iest defcnso against ii, is to'play the hypo
crite i mecting shlldow and sham, illusion 
and pretense with the same; until the so
oial almosphere assumes the proportions 
of n stupendous mirage of deeepLlon, and 
mululll delusion: and the words, "Friend," 
"Dear" and "Darling" are sported upon 
thl) end of the tongue, just as the bait is up
on the angler's hook, and, for the same pur
pose. 

6. Necessity-or what soems to be so 
-from external circumstances. But few 
can summon courage to sacrifice, or put to 
the hazard life or Uberty; or forego present 
wania, for an idea, which means stemming 
the torrent alone, against the throng of cus-
10m'! volaries, and against oustom herself, 
whQ like an irresistible, beMuse an irrespon
sible despot, sils 3010 arbiter in 80ciety, 
reigning supreme, becnuse,-forsooth, it is 
oUBlom. 

Hypoorisy, though found in all the ,valka, 
pleasures and business of life and is, theo
retically odious everywhere, yet only reach
es ite olimllX of ugliness in He Sundny 
drcss, "livery of hellvcn," or in its religious 
phase. This charncterietic of hypocrisy is 
itnmw&el!/ inWlsifted by the adoption cif 
creeds i especially written ones, to fix tbe 
religioUS slalus of the Boul. • 

When tho test act of tbe Dritiah Pnrlin
ment was plIssed requiring tho' clergy to 
make oath to Lhe thirty-nine artioles of the 
creed, thousands of olergymen refused to 
~wear that tbey believed whnt they had suh
Bcribed 10. nnd were then teaching and en· 
forcing; and Arch Denoon Paley declared 
Uu~t "a olergymnn could not afford to have 
11 conscience." lind all tbesc men, like 
l'rof. Swing afterward, been play;ng the 
hypocrite; und er (lUother name; of "mental 
reservation?" SuPPose ... Congress had tbe 
power and were to pass an act requiring 
every olergyman in the United States to 
Bwear Ihllt Lhey believed each their partic
ular creed, who can doubt tha~ a general 
"slepping down and oul" of pulpits would 
follow just as there did at the passage of 
the tcst act referred to? And to how many 
will apply the denunciation, "woe unto you 
Scribes, Pha.risees, hypocrites." 

Honesly oan never be f8.shiona.blc, in reo 
ligion, while creeds remain; beoause Ihese 
arc artificial and and arbitrary obstructions 
in the way of thought and Hs conclusions, 
a.nd must, in the nature of things and the law 
of progress and growth, be to some too far 
advanced, and to others too far behind, and 
this see-saw of minds differently developed 
will, as it has in the past produce "the con
tlict of ages" to come. Wessy, in the nalure of 
thinfl8 this must ha.ppen, beoause to inler
dict belief is to interdict thought; and to 
do thie, one might ae well attempt to di-. 
vorce cause and effect. 

To dismiss creeds, in their sense, 
would be like removing the household god~. 
for they have hardened into imnges as po· 
tent ns Dagon, and in Iheir influence as de
structive as Juggernaut. And when the 
oreed embodies the idea of "living ornoles" 
in the form of fallible mlln, Ib ose embrne
ing such an idea are eliTe to wield II power 
thus put into their band nnd, as Ihe idell is 
a fnlsc one, Ihe exercise of such n power 
muat be fnlsB to ita premises ns it is false in 
its ch!lracter, and 10 maintain the position, 
hypocrisy is an aclive element, and chica
nery systemized constitutes their occupa
tion; or Bchool of hypocrisy, wherein it 
were a barren field, should an immortal 
Diogenes with his lantern seRrch for I an 
"honost man." Dut if found. it's true he 
will be "the noblest work of God" who will 
follow the iospiration to themselns, their 
own convictions, and c onecience. 

------~.~~-1.~------

PIlAGTlCA/, religion relluiree bul R simple 
anteaedent theory, bcOtluse it is suited to 
humnn capacily. But ",ben Ihe $("r33 is 
lnid upon the theory, (f!lith), instead of the 
practioe. (or works), it is apt 10 aSBume the 
nature of II hypothesis,-which has BUPPO

sition for its buis rcglll!lf, or logionl in He 
parLs, Rnd ending in il final supposition. Tbe 
more subjects embraced in tbe bypothesis, 
the longer the rope, nnd the wider Ihe 
8wingj and of oourse" poelpone;nent c.f the 
crisis, or calnslrophy, whioh may. be a 
"boist by their own petard," 

Illustration: A stranger is seen to give 
bread to the hungry and garments to the 
naked, and 10. thereupon catechised by the 
!ivine, liB follows: "Your deeds eeem to be 
good, but u"c muat nol judge from appear
ance. If the Rct epring not from II. sound 
faith in God, and a holy imp\ll~e from him, 
It is sin." 

"I believe in God, the author of life, and 
ruler of the universe," replies the stranger. 

"Tho heathen believ& 6S much," rejoins 
the prieat. "Do you believe, wit bout any 
doubt, thllt God exists from nil elernity in 
three persona, each of wbom is equally 00-

eternal, and Ihllt these three persons are 
but one?" 

"I can not conoeive of Ihree being one, 
or ono being three." 

"That makes no difference, you are not 
required to understand it, but to believe,
is is incomprehenaible." 

'·0 yes, I believe that it i~ incompreben
sible. But 1 did not think of this inoom
prebensibility when I relieved tbe needy." . 

"So I thought," said the Doctor of Div!· 
nily,- "how iml'or(allt to hue n Bound 
faith!" ' 
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Chul'ch of Jesus Chl'ist of Lnttel' 

Da!' Salnts.-CHAP. IX. 

Considerable uneasiness was felt by 
'lhe saints over this disunion in sentiment 
·developed by the agitation by Elder 
Deaw thou<>h he for awhile conformed 
to . tb~ agr~ement referred to above. 
'Others helpeg it on, and his olaiming to 
·receive manifestations of the Spirit fa
'voring his views, it resulted in develop
in'" what was known as the "Deam par
ty!' )Ieanwhile the following testimony 
was received and sent to Zarahemla by 
the President of the Twelve: 

... ·1 Testimony of the IIoly Spirit, gvim al 
Beloit, Wiscomin, JalluQI'y 29th, IS5?, con
cerning the Saints at Zarahemla :-1 e ask 
truly, but ye ask amiss; cleanse ye your
selves of all bitlerness and come before me 
-as one mun, and prove me herehy, saith·the 
Lord, by the voice of his Spirit; and lo! I 
will Bcatler the darkness, and thy watch
men: oh ! mine Israel, shall see eye to eye, 
and this remnant shall arise out of obscllri: 
ty 'and lout of darkness. Uphold the first 
elder, or senior, hy your faith aod prayers, 
and I will give you knowledge aod strcngth, 
even hiddel\ lYi~dom, concel'ning this rem
nunt, of whom I have spoken iu days of old, 
wbom I have appointed to speak comrorta
bly unto the captives, and give them bread 
auJ water in their journey. Therefore seek 
the preparation, for that which I have 
promised, even power over false spirits and 
disease; and if you seek it In unity, with 
all your hearts, I will bless'tbe sacrifice, 
au.1 you sholl have peace and joy, beyond 
that which you have before tasled in Zara· 
hemla." 

At the April Conference following, H 
W:l3 resolved, unanimously, after some 
discussion, that manifestations of the 
Spirit, in any wise relating to the church 
as a Lody,should be written and sub
mitted to a body of high priests before 
circulating or teaching them to the 
church, and only then on their being 
approved. This precautionary measure 
against imposition through spiritual gifts 
has been questioned, and sometimes rid
iculed, as an attempt to bind the Spirit, 
or dictate to, or control the gifts. But 
the obvious sense of the measure, and 
the principle involved in it is, to dis
criminate between that whieh is genuine 
and that which is counterfeit, and the 
same necessity still exists j and the judges 
in the case as undefined in fact, now as 
tlley were then. It is the province of 
the assembly of the quorums, as such, to 
so act. 

_\ degree of peace and harmony fol
lowed this conference and the elders did 
considerable labor, which was blessed 
with numerous additions to the churoh: 
_\mong these was Bro. Samuel Powers, 
who for some years had be!)n an outside 
believer. In July, of this year, Aaron 

. Smith, the first conver~ to Jame~ J.: 

Strang and one of his ch,ief witnesses 
and counsellor, came to Zarahemla and 
united with the church by baptism, at 
which time the question of re.baptism 
was first prominently brought forward. 
It happened that a very general attend
ance of the church at Zarahemla, lind 
the surrounding branohes were present, 
among whom were Brn. Z. H. Gurley, 
Deam, Cunningham and J. W. Briggs, 

. of the Twelve, and Ethan Griffith, of 
Potosi. It was urged by some that we 
should begin anew, and all be baptized, 
and thenceforward make it a test of fel
lowship. Elders Deam, Cunningham 
and Griffith favored this, and the latter, 
together with Bro. Aaron Smith, just 
reeeived urged it with great vehemence. 
On the ~ther hand, Elders Z. H. Gurley 
and J. W. Briggs took the gro\lnd that 
where the evidenoe of a legal baptism 
once having been received, and in the 
absence of evidence of expulsion or apos
tasy, it was not admissable to require a 
re-baptism, to be identified with the Re
organization j but that in 6uch oases it 
was optional with the persons themselves 
-a matter of conscience with- them 
alone. This latter view, had been acted 
JlPon generally up to tJii~ tiple, but n.ow 
it was affirmed j and' became a ruilng 
precedent thenoeforward .. But from .thi, 
!lay, it becl!me the OCCIISlon of sohlsll;l:' 

At this point tile divergenoe began, 
which developed the "Deam party.': 
For between this and the Ootober oon, 
ference, they hud taken steps to organ~ 
ize according to the plan proposed by 
H. H. Deam, in the J\LDUnry previous, 
as related in the Inst ohapter. Their 
platform, so to speak, had but two planks 
in il,-"re·baptism" and a "perfeot ot~ 
ganization," of the first presidenoy. The 
former they made ~ test, and aocomplish~ 
ed the latter by making H. H. Deam 
president, and Anron Smith the first of 
two councillors j and they held a separ
ate conference on tha sixth of October. 

This was the darkest time that had 
arisen since the restoration had 0000-

menced, and threatened its progresij, if 
. not its ruin. Under these auspices the 
October conference of 1854 met., was 
very well attended, at which the posi
tion' ocoupied upon those points were 
re-examined and re.affirmed,· and the 
schismatics disfellowshiped as a body, 
and H. H, Deam and J. Cunningham 
were expelled from the Quorum of the 
Twelve. 

Numerous manifestations of the Spirit 
were received, approving the work, and 
testifying that this last schismatio orgsn~ 
ization, together with the ·others that 
had arisen elsewhere,·.should "0ItBBe to 
exist, should "utterly ·dissolve,'!.· eto. 
.At this conference· an individual pre-

sented himself for baptism, stating that 
he came to us as Jesus went to John,
the greater to the lesser,-that he was 
"the second coming of Christ,"- the 
Elijah of seripture, and Gabriel. He 
wore a "leather girdle," and carried in 
his hand an "iron rod j with the latter 
he was going to "break: in prices the na. 
tions." H. H. Deam had of late assum
ed the Prophet office, and here was one 
calling himself Christ, fulfilling predio
tions mnde, as related in a previou3 
chapter. 

-------44--.. ~_.~.------

Ilisph'atiou-Is it Bclieved., If 
80, Is:U UlldCl·stood., 

It is professed by all nations and its be
lief attested by uniform tradition. The 
learned and the unlearned, the king and the 
peasant, the rioh and the poor, the virtuous 
and the vicious, old and young, all, claim 
to have been ·ils recipients, and all "bear 
testimony" to its genuineness and import
ance. Indeed no doctrine or dogma, has a 
greater "cloud of witnesses," or more uni
form in their testimony of the general fact; 
and if Ihis were the object ot tliis' artiole, to 
establish that fllct, it would he sufficient to 
enumerate Ihis multitude of wllnesse" and 
note the "universal consent" of mankind, 
and th~ objeot would be attained. It' human 
~esLiin0!lil!js oompetent to estahlish it, then 
is it established. 

But what is meant by inspiraiion! How 
is it understord? or, rather, What is it un
derstood to be! . Js inspiration dependent 
upon, or independent of t~e faculties of the 
mind? These questions need not be oon
sidered if inspiratian in the abstract alone, 
is in issue i but it hus a practioal as well 18 

... theoretical side. Inspiration inoludss 
~~vel~tion, co~mandments, promises, warn
ings, threatnings, and invobes changes in 
thought any' action, and may. revolutionizs 
an individual, a family, a neighborhood or 
a nation. And since, while the greateet 
uninimity exists in regard to the abstract 
idea of inspiration, the greatest oonoeivable 
discrepency edsls ~e8pecting the revela
~ion8, l!J;ld oommandments based there!)n. 
'The inspiration of Moses gave rise tQ oom
mandments and statutes, whioh that ~f a 
subsequent propbet declares, "wss not 
good," and that of J uus superceded by 
luoh as were good. ' If inspiration is de
pendent Upon human facullies, all this is 
easy to understand; but if indepsndent of 
them is it not inspiration in oonflict with 
itself? If James had sucoeeded )Ioses, in
stead of Joshua, Jericho and its neigh
borini lowns might, for him have remained 
"unlo lhi, daV," because hi, inspiration 
taugbt that "wars and fighlings CClDe of 
your )usts," which "conoeivini bring fortI&. 
sin." Hence torbidJen. 

I 
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. Wbile tbe general b6lief of inspiraUon is 
harmonious, how to discrimiaate or harmon
ize its partloulars has "vexed the righteous 
80uls of men in every age, and among every 
people. Sometimes the false prophets haTe 
been to the true, as lour hundred to one, 
and error 10 truth bore the same' propor
tion. 

Against such odds trulh hal' ever had to 
"stem the ourrent," and he who bears it 
purest, is stoned or orucified. Religion has 
ils natural and its "fanatical side," and If. 
It is, a~ alleged world-wide, it is this side 
tbat is so; and this aocounts for the recep
tion that the missionaries of the other side 
meet nerywhere. Origen, tbe greatest lu
minary of the declining ohurch, in the seo
ond century ga",e a new translation of the 
IcriplUl'e8 for the Greek Churoh, leaving 
out the errors, interpolations and glosses 
that had aooumulated through ignorance 
and audacity, aad he was accused of per
verting the Bible. St. Jerome did the eame 
for the Latin Church, and he was called the 
destroyer of the scriptures; but posterity 
honor them 118 the restorers of the sacred 
book!. But now, to attempt a. similar thing 
-to discriminate in its parts 19 branded ae 
"infidel;" and the alternative offered to ao
cept the whole, or none. Whole of what? 
The whole of insplrali~n! All the saored 
books! Now if inspiration is world-wide 
as we han shown, it professed, the sacred 
books must be equally world-wide, and this 
will include too many for any sacred "book
worm." And thie neceseilates discrimina
tion bet ween saored books; and if'this is 
allowable the same discrimination may ex
tend to .the parts of the same book; 80 the 
epithet "infidel" may be passed hack where 
U originated. If the uniTersality ofinspira
lion be denied, how are we to overcome the 
credence for that universality? If we im
peach (hi, lestimony, how are we to estab
lish inspiration anywhere? 

We may safely. affirm, that non~ are pre
pared to acoept the lcholt, and Jew to rejeot 
the whole. Henoe to "discriminate," be
comea 1\ prime neoessity, if there is no 
cnoirt left. If inspiration be only a thing 
of the pa@t, is it not probable tht it only 
bel;ngs to the past! But if it extends to 
us; then tbe fountain remain.; and the 
results, or alleged results, must compare 
with each other, and with this fountain. 
Strea.ms issuing from 1\ pure fountain may 
become corrupt by the channel in which it 
runB. What is the oourse then to obtain 
pure water T To filter or tap the fountain 
a~ew. We may do both in respect to the 
iuspiration of the past, whose streams, some 
of them, have been running for thousand8 
of years in the "mire lind dirt" of a Bin
cursed world. Filter it of its impurities, 
and its purity is still pure, gather its frag. 
ments, "Ihat nothing be lost," but it is not 
enough to feed another "multitude," tap 
tbe fountain anew, and from present expe
rience judge-,nd who may otherwise 
judge-of inspiration. The duper we drink 
the more Bober will that judgment be. 

lIe wbo hath good health is young, lind 
be is rioh wbo owes notbing. 

THE MESSENGER . 

JASON W. BRIGGS EDITOll. 

Salt Lake City, August, 1876. 

WILL the presidents of all. the branches, in 
accordance with the act of the General 
Conferenee, bring the matter of the Snit 
Lake Chapel before their several brnnches 
and ascertain what assistance they will 
render to that work, and report to us as 
soon thereafulr as convenient, by card or 
letter, the result. Some branches and dis· 
tricts have done this, will others follow? 
Do not leave us in dOUbt any longer, but 
let us knoW' just what you will do; and re
member, we want to see the building com· 
mence in October next, and we want to 
eount the cost (on the SUbscription \ists) 
before the foundation is laid. For the en· 
couragement of all parties disposed to aid, 
we state that about' one half enough is 
pledged, or paid in. Friends of the Utah 
mission, just· tell us what you will do, and 
when. 

TlIE Bill regulating the elective franchise 
in Utah, has received another hItch in Con. 
gress. Representative Wiggington of the 
house committee on territories, hilS report
ed a substitute, the chieffeatures of which 
are-

"All voting shall be done by ballot, en. 
closed in envelopes of uniform size, to be 
sUPI?1ied by the secretnry of the treasury. 
Chrlstiancy's sect.ion in regard to poly~a. 
my is materially. modified so as to restnct 
the elective franchise simply to male citi
zens of the n~e of 21 years and upward 
who are not bIgamists and polygamists at 
the time they offel' to vote, and who are 
otherwise qualifled by the mual term of 
resictence." 

Polygamists could afford to yield the 
right of voting for the privilege ofvioillting 
the law-a. curtailment of civil rights for 
the "enlarged" "celestial" rights i but, CRn 
Congress afford the humilintion of such a 
compromise? Whnt would be thought of 
a law of Congress, providing that thieves 
and burglars should not vote for sheriff or 
constable? 

IF Joseph Smith, of Plano, Illinois, at· 
tempts to take any ad,'antage of Brigham's 
absence in Utah, we shall immediately 
take sides with the aged usurper and do 
all we can to restrain the former. 

Communications sent to us, direcled to. 
Plano, Kendall county, Illinois will reo 
ceive due attention. . - .. 
; 'Vas Joseph Smith It Polyl{a. 

luistf.....;.No.3. 
Another, 1\1rs. -- of Wanship, knew all 

about it, for she lived in Joseph's house 
and h.ught his ohlldren. At that lime Bhe 
was JUBt from the East, a. young lady of cap
tivating beauty and rr.re t.ooompliehments. 
Her story had been -told among her associ
.. tes until there was no longer any doubt left 
in the minds oC ihe trusting about ita cor
reotness. When I went into the neighbor
hood, I apPOinted a meeling and ahe Came. 

Borne were anxiou8 to know wbat I would 
do with her statement, having learned lhat 
I had become wonderfully ble8sed with the 
gift of doubling; after sniffing the smoke 
Crom mother Grundy'S allar of gossip a.round 
BaU Lake CHy. We·were introduced, and
e're I had become sealed ahe aSBured me 
tbat she did Im010 thllt Joseph Smitb had 
senra.l wives. I told her thd I was pleas
ed to meet her. "You are just tbe lady r 
have been wanting to see. If what you Bay 
is true, I have no disposition to make it 
otherwise; bull hn.ve heard so many fabu
lous Bnd oontradictory slatemenls about 
those affairs,' Bnd none Ilutbentio-llcaroely 
within the pale of possibility, thal I am 
con.,.inoed that the whole Ihing was htLtched' 
up for a purpoae." "How do you know thnt 
Joseph Smith had a multitude of wives?" 
"1 lived in the family, and taught his child
ren, and had a chance to know." "What· 
evidence have you of it" "Well, there· 
were seTeral ladies who lived there at 
the time, and I supposed that they were 
his wives." "Dtd they not work BL the 
hotel as hired girls?" "Yes." "Did you 
see Joseph mauied to them 1" "No.'" 
"Did you see them occupy apartment9-
together 1" "No." "Did you ever sec
Joseph make any advances towards them 
out of the linll of true dignity and 
honor?" "No." "How do you know tben 1'" 
"Well, Sisler--said that Emma (Joseph's 
wife) said that-" "Hold on, I don't care 
what Sister said that Emma said; what do 
you know about It? if nnything, eay it, U 
not, I want to hear nothing. Did J oserh 
ever make any improper .advances towa.rde 
you 1 You was then (ull of youth and beRU
ty, and if Joseph Wfl9 so very susceptible, 
and respected you enough to make you the 
preceptress of his children, he would be as· 
likely to make ad1'llncee IowaI'd you as any 
one." "He never manifested anything hut
the gentleman towards me." "Then what 
makes YOIl think Ihr.! he did to others?" 
"Well, I will tell you. There wos a while, 
when I was staying a.t his bouse, that Em
ma grew oareworn, poor Bnd pale, nnd I do 
not know wbat onused il, unless it W09· 

on account of Josepb going into polygamy." 
Imagine our surprise! not over much ei

ther. "Then," I· continued, "if YOIl chance 
to see a pale, poor looking woman, aDd mnl'
ried, you conclude, at once, that her hus
band is io polygamy ;:or if single, that her 
husband will 800n espouse that theory when 
she sha.lI become married. You never enw 
any children ofthose girls?" "No." "They 
had none?" "Well, I did hear"-"Ncver 
mind what was heard. Did you see any of 
the children 1" "No." "What do you know 
then 1" "It WB8 said that Eliza R. Snow 
was sick once and 80me thought"-"Never 
mind what was thought; did you see any off. 
spring?" "No." "You know ornone now 1" 
"They died, I was told, as Boon as tbey were 
born." "Nenr mind what WB8 told; it is 
this nerlaating "telling" tbat is deceiving 
the world. You know nofhing about it, do 
you?" Sbe cast ber eyes to the floor with 
an emply slare, Bnd listened attentively !Ill 
through the servioes. Her neighbors were 
Burprised 10 learn that she too, Jmclc lIo1hin.c: 
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but hMI been eoboing Brigbamite fables. 
While at Bennington, in Bear Lake Valley, 

I epoke on the subjeot of polygamy to a 
Brighamile audience. A number of the 
aecQndlies and thirdlies were present and 
were not over Inleh with good looks ot 
approval of 11' hat WIIS eaid. At the olose, 
when 80me twenty eteps from the house, 
I heard a woman exclaim in a high 
tone of voice, "I knOll) that Jo,eph Smith 
had more wives than one." This was ad
dressed to a clump of listeners who had 
gathered around the old dame for words of 
oomfort nfter hearing their fnorlte theory 
mighlly lIired. I hurried back to the door, 
lind asked, "What was that you said til "I 
know that Joseph Smith had more wives 
tban one." "I am glad to see you," nid I. 
"I han been looking for you all through this 
Territory. How do you know that he had 
them?" "JII,t a' u'ell a, YOll know anytking," 
was the bold reply. It was too late not to 
be brave; 80 I continued, "Did you see him 
married to them .:" "No." ··Did you see 
them room together'i" "No." "Did you 
ever see Joseph make any improper advan
ces towa.rds any woman 7" "No." "How 
on earth do you know, then, as well liS 1 

know anything?" "I lwve htardlotlOfpeo
pie My ~o," ehe uclaimed with pointed fin
ger. "Tha.lis all you know, is it ?" "Y.e.s." 
drolled out the aDswer. "Then you know 
nothing about it, do you t" In a very sub
dued tone caml.' the not unexpected, "No." 

When at Hyde Park, in oonversation, in a 
etore, with some men on polygamio top
ics, the store keeper took ocoasion to re
mind me that I "bad better not talk 80 

loud," or I would "bave to go ouL." Sev
eral of hiB patrons (polygamists) became 
horrified aL my presuming to talk about as 
free as I had a mind. Their assertions fail
ing to give a show of support to their cauae, 
a great burly fellow, silting on a box, as 
a last resort, and always tbe olincber spoke 
up, "I know that Joseph Smith had more 
wives than one. I have heard him preach 
it in fublio and private." I turned my 
eyes upon him with a feeling of indigo . 
nation, wbich I could noL help, for I was 
convinced tbat he lYaslying, and said, "Y€lU 
don't intend to tell me, sir, that you heard 
Joseph Smith advocate polygamy in public. 
leading Brighamiles make no such preten· 
tions." With down countenance he said, 
"No, but I have in private." "Where?" 
"At thelemple." "Wbo was there f" "Quite 
a number." "It wasn't very private then." 
"I heard him Bay eo several times." "Sea 
here, "I remarked, "you started ouL with the 
affirmation that you heard him in public 
and private and knew all about it, a8 a last 
eU'ort to Bupport your case i now you say 
you did not hear him in public, simply be
cauee I compelled you to recant. Now, who 
oan take y€lur testimony on any thing." 
Here a murky atmosphere began to rist, 
anol we left tbem to tbeir idols. 

Onee more, and last though the list Is not 
out, 1 am acquainted with 0. gentleman in 
the States, for whom I alway8 had 0. very 
high regard. lIe is an old lime saini and 
li'l'ed at Nauvoo. When I disputed with 

him about Joseph having more wives than 
one, he remarked with an air of great con· 
fidenoe, "If I WIloS put under oath, I could 
tell you that would malre your hair stan.} on 
end." I believe tbR.t he really thought that 
he ooulcl, lvhen he made the IUBorllon, fot 
he had been mixed up with, and drilled by 
Brigham's "may bee" a.nd "private fews," 
this thing, and that thing mooted and made 
to be repeated and eohoed, until the hal
lucination appeared so rea.l tbat he thought 
it must be true. 

.I thought my hair might just as well 
stand on end then as any time, so ventured 
0. trilil. "Consider youreelf under oath," 
I tGld him, '·a.nd I defy you to state a known 
ellQL implioating Joseph Smith in polygamic 
praatic6s. Wss you present and saw him 
married tG them!" "No." "Did you ever 
know him ta lake any IibertieB with WGmen 
that could be cGnstrued as bad inlent!" 
"NG." "WeU, then, how do you know 1" "If 
it comes to that I don't know any thing about 
it." "Did you reside at Nauyoo?" "Yes." 
"What office did you hold in the churcb til 

'''I W0.9 a seventy." :'You never saw o.ny 
thing out of the way in Josepb's deportment 
with others 1" "No." "Would you not hllte 
heen as likely to have seen those weakness
es, to which is referred, had they been 
mlUlifest, a8 others 1 Was not you ohan
oes good 1" .. I W0.8 persona.lIy acqua.inted 
with Joseph and the family; but I never 
saw any thing out of the wily in Joseph's 
actions, my self." 

TheslI assumptions, talked around and 
blowed abGut, is what Ie.} me, when 110 boy, 
to incline to the notion thaL Joseph was oul. 
pable, in those matters-led out of tho way 
liS was Do.vid and Sol€lmon. but being too 
young, like thousands of o'thers, to detect 
the cunningly devi8ed fable, oonceived and 
set on f€lot as a 8how of palliation for the 
dablers in polygamy, and to allure tbe credo 
ulous into their web of Iniquity. 

I have never IDet an individual in the 
States or Territories, who had any thing to 
testify against Joseph Smith's purily, sue 
those who had been engulpbed in tbl) quag· 
mire of iniquity, or had S€lme cousin, or 
aunt, or friend, that had been thus engaged, 
o.nd it would be too awful bad to think that 
tbey would do such things will.wut. Joseph 
had given oause for it. Their family incli
nations did not run in that. direction; and 
tbey aSBure UB, thu.! it was from the moat 
exalted notion of things thllt ever led tbem 
to embrace it. "Saorifioe waa 10 bring 
forth blessingsJfrom heaven. If 

Dut some one says "where there is so 
much smoke, there musL be a little fire." 
True; but in thia Inventiv~ age, there Is 
nothing strange in seeing 0. aloud of smoke 
lind nol the least fire to be seen. Besides, 
Brlghamites ho.ve been dextrioUBly employ
ed for years, bubbling up this amoke, and 
!rying \0 point out the fire, but have failed 
to make it mo.nifesi. In point or gossiping, 
the foulest o.nd most dens!! atmosphere ie 
Ilsually produced when there Is not eo muoh 
ae fox fire to make iL of. 

Anyone who wishes cah easily satisfy 
his mind about Ibe EourOe from wbenoe po. 

" 39 

lygamy had its origin, by talking with thoso 
inolined to support it, and sifting tbeir tos
timonies. They must not grow nel'vous 
and timid, when anathcmies are hurled at 
them, beoause he may deign to question the 
veraoU,. of lhon giTiQg ill their notion of 
things; but prooeed with all tbe sternness 
of searching for truth. 

Should they mee~ ocoasionally a studded
and guarded clinober for the time being, 
tbey would only have to wait opportunity 
lind place them under the whip of cross ex
o.mination, to pusb. tbem to a denial posi • 
tively or a modifioation, fully as damaging. 
I never knew II CI196 10 fall. 

It Is affirmed tbat God authorized it as a 
religious duty i but there ie notbing more 
sUTe, thlln that it had \Is origin in the re
gions of tbe medulla obloTlgaia, and the 
burning inspiration from that altar has 
kept it alive ever since. Tbe whole devel
opment, outcropping, and fruit, bears the 
marks of Cain. One by one, tbe pioneer 
leaders fell a prey to tbeir weakness, and 
as an apology fOf'tbeir indulgences they in
vented polygamy. Josepb's publio record 
ean not, in justice, be sot aside in this in
vestigation. Ilie private life must be held 
to have been consistent with hie publio 
teachings, unless some substantial evidence 
can b~ produced to prove tbat bls private 
life and teachings were the reverse of what 
he did In publio. 

Those whQ affirm tbat such was bis life, 
Ilre not o.ble to teetify under tbe whip of 
cross examination. NoL only 60, but hay· 
hig beoome interested witnes8es in what 
they ha,e endorsed and practiced thi:il. 
sbame, and desired a cloak 8.9 an ap€llogJ'. 
for their course, tbough tbey might be able ... 
by collusion, to make olear slo.temente, it 
caunot be received as rebldting eyidenoe~, 
8till furlher. it is claimed by these "pri
vate few" witnuses, that Joseph taught 
thes~ things in secret o.nd denied them in 
publio, which brands him at once 118 being 
imbued witb the spirit of lies. They, his 
confederates, alill willing tools, were imbu
ed equally, with a like spirll, hence must 
have lied publicly also. Now which is the, 
most sensible, to believe that J Qsepb was 
what he represented himself publicly, when. 
there is no eviuence to the contrary, Sil VI! 

the echoes of the "may bes" snd "perhaps" 
drawn from the bare stalement, of Ihe "pri
vate few," (Drigbanl and .Miss E. U. Bnow 
constituto the prinoipal part of "private 
few,") all of wbom are polygamist advf:l
cates, and who IIcknowledge that they lie(l 
about it for e. lime; lind still more, hold ab. 
Bolutelylhllt it is right to lie, to shield the 
faith, defend a brother, €lr help them out of 
0. narrow plaoe i and worse tbo.n ever, ful. 
minated rovelation aays thl, though they 
are guilly of "all manner of lies ( sins) lhey 
shall 00';'6 forth In the firet resurrection," 
or thal he was a bypocritioal trickster. I 
am firm in the belief, after hearing all that 
come in the way, that Joseph Smith the' 
Beer had but one wife; and give tbe right 
hand of fellowship to the sentiment express
ed, 80me years ago, by J o8cph Smith III, 
wben he said, "I believe my (Iltber was 0. 
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!ood mlln, and no good man could practice 
polygamy." This struok 0. death blow to 
llrigho.mite hopes, and they hurled at him 
the slandorous epithets, "Dishonest! die· 
honest! he knows better, its his lying moth
er th&ot puts him up to it, he is bought," &0. 

At the time, I hlld heard 80 muoh from 
Ihe old Lady Orundy, that I thought it 0. 

rretly slrong affirmation, and ever since, 
blile ohallenged and sifted, when I could, 
Ihe testimony opposed to Lho statement, and 
haTe f(lund, as yel, no ma.nifest truth in 
them.· The son of the martyr may defy the 
locust hosts of "private Cews" and "may 
bee," without a Cear of being met with any 
oompetent evideneo to ohange his belief. 

Again, if Joseph Smith had more wivos 
than one, there is not a oompetent witness, 
in the world to-day, without it is his wife, 
Emma, and sho says it is a lie, though Drig
.ham Bnys she lies; we know he has lied, no 
one e&n prove thaL she has lied, to testify 
againaL him. "Do not Drighamltes know?" 
asks one. They admilthat Ihey hue testi
;lied on both sides, &nd that it is right to de
Iloilo 10 earry out their purposes. Terrible 
as it may &ppear, they are not to be believ. 
ed on oath, when religious interest is lit 
sinko. This is not overdrawn, the proof is 
abundant. Dy Drighamitos, I mean the 
leading ones of thai institution, those "inio 
jt," guiding and shouting . .i.I. along on its 
.."ay. 

Last Bummer, while in Utah, a friend of 
lira! cla.ss culture, who had formerly been in 
Ihe DrighnmiLe faith &nd smiled with pleas
are upon polygamy, wroto to me from the 
States: "1 went to Utah to find the king. 
dom of God, but 1 found the kingdom of 
hell nnd damnation. You ca.nnot bolieve a 
:Brighamile on oath; so help me Ood, I 
. 1I'0uhl noL believe one on oath." Dut this 
is hut OD(! casc in hundreds. He that 
doubts, let bim go and learn for himself. 

Who, Lhen, shall appll!w in evidence 
agninst Joseph Smith, Lo fastcn upon him, 
Ihll crime of ha.ving many wiveR, and cast 
npon him Lbe odium of giving ehape and 
~Qmfort 10 the tyrant-polygamy? Shall 
it bo those wbo eny it is rigbt to lie to aid 
Ihe callse'l Shall it be the "private fow," 
wlto eny they lold tbe world while he lived, 
lud for yeaTS afler, that he believed in, and 
practiced no such thing; Lhen afterwards 
~banged their testimony, snd told the truth 
;about if, but not unli! they had endorsed 
practically Lhe eystem and waa in want of 
~ Mille of honor' to give power and popular
ity to the system? sba.1I it be tbem ? Shall 
jt be hie enemics, who would laugh at his 
downfall, and r~.ioice to see the temple of 
truth, evolved by him from the darkness of 
I'gce, and mndo the light of the world, fall 
to risc no more? Shall it be professed 
lriend's, who seek to use his illustrious 
name as B mothe force to ca.rry on a system 
thal is branded with, 8.nd is guilty of near
ly every crime in the calendar! Shall it 
be IIny on"o who hilS been nourished up un
der the &tmosphere poisoned by the brea.th 
of auch a C\1\8S ! 

For one, until some new light bursle 
forth, which 1 nSTer exrec~ Lo see, though 

will look at it if H oomea a10ng, "while wOa· 
ter rune and grass grows" I shall forever 
exoulpate Joseph Smith from the oharge of 
giving inspiration to the doctrine of polyg
amy. "It WIlS the wioked," the allgels8id, 
"tbat should ha.ve his name in dishonor." 

WM. H. KEtLEY. 

------~4~~~.~----

.'llcob 011 POlnrUlllY. 
1. He calla polygamy one of the "grosser 

orimes." 
2. 10 speaking of David's and Solomon's 

acts he uaea the word "whoredoma." 
3. He c!l.JJe lhese acls "abominable." 
4. That God had led the Nephilos out 

from Jerusalem that he might raise up to 
himself a righteous branoh from tbeloina of 
Joseph. 

6. For the purpose of raising up a right
eous branch he expressly forbade polygamy. 

6. In oppoeition to the words "wivcs o.nd 
. concubines" he usee the word "chastity." 

7. In connection with the words "wives 
and concubines" he uses the words "whore. 
doms o.nd abomination." 

8. The Lord is made to say tha~ if Ihe h. w 
of monogomy is not kept the land shall bo 
oursed. 

D. He repeats that the command given is 
for the sake of a "righleaus seed." 

10. Speaks of the sbrrow and mourning 
polrgllmy ho.d oaused in Jerusalem and in 
Amerioa • 

11. The Lord Bays he will not bear to hear 
the "cries of the fair daughLers" because of 
polygamy. 

12. Says the daughters are led "oapLive" 
because of their tender hearts. 

13. Threatens the guilty in this mailer 
with a. sore curse ami deslruction. 

14. ltepeats !hat the acla of Ihe ~ncient 
polygamists WBS wboredom . 

15. Says because of Ihese offences tbe 
NepbHes were worse than the Lamanites. 

1(;' 811ys that unless th G sin WBS re
pen led of Ihe land anould bo cursed 

Ii. That beca.use the LamBnltcs were les8 
wicked in this partloular they Jhould de
stroy the Nephites. 

18. Unless the N ophilcs quit polygamous 
practioes the L:l.manites should P08SOS8 the 
inheritance. 

10. This favor of tne Lord upon the La
maniLes was because Ihey had kept the law 
given to their fathers, "that they Bhould 
have save it were one wife, and concubines 
they should have none." 

20. It is said, "heoause of _ tbis observ
ance, in keeping tbis oommandment [one 
wife] the Lord Ood will nol destroy them; 
and one day they shall become a. blessed 
people. 

21. The Nepnitee are Ihreatened that 
they shall "hecome angels to iha devil." 

The continents of North and South Amer
ioa are alrown witb ruins tho.t prove that 
multltudes .of oivilized nations have dwelt 
there, and tho busy generation of men look 
in wonder. on the vast and perfectly sculp
tured rematns of oilies, (orts, 8.nd palaces, 
&ond temples and towers, and reoeive no an
swer to the question, How· (lan lheae things 
be! We han seen that the prophet Jaeob 
professes 10 give a solution of the whole 

case; viz.: 'fhat God brought 1\ people from 
Jerusalem that they might esoape Ib& COf

ruptions of polygamy, lind then because 
they resorted to polygamy, be destroyed 
them. . 

The pre'l'lliling races of tbe continent of 
North and South America at present are In
dians. The philosophers of the day are 
puzzling themselves with the (IUeation of, 
What is to be their fate! The common be
lief is that tbe Indians will disappear before 
the white race by decline and exterminating 
wo.r; but Jacob bas given a solution to Lbis 
question sl!o and BllyS, in the name of the 
Lord, exprcssly tbat they shall become 1\ 

"blessed people;" and gives as an only 
reason for this promise that they in his day 
kept Ihe law of God concerning matrimony. 

If SaH-Lakeites Are making a hobby of 
this promise to th e Lamanites, without per
ceiving the enormous inconsistency of be
lieving thllt while the Lllmanites are to be 
saved by lbe law of monogomy-bec!lu8e 
their forefalhers were faithful to their 
whes-they. on the other hand, are to be 
"exalted" by Ihe practice of polygamy. 

8. F. W. 

----~.~~~.~------
A Fh'st "'He's Lament. 

"My friends, in secret I came here 
To pour forth all my miseries, and impnrt 
To you my inmost thoughts, my last re901"e .. 
Alns! within these walls I hue reQeived, 
Like the poor sailor, an unhnppy freight 
To sink me down, no virgin, but a wife, 
The wife of my Alcides; his loved arms 
Now must emlJrace U9 both: my faithful 

Lord 
(Fa.ithful and good I tbought him) thus re-

wards 
My tender cares, and ail th e tedious toils 
I suffered for him; but I will be calm; 
For 'tis lin evil hour I ban felt before. . 
And yet to live with her! wilh her to ahnre 
1\Iy husband's bed: What womnn cou ld 

support it! 
Her youlh is stealing onward to ita prime, 
While mine is withered, and the eyo '1'1' bieh 

longs 
To pluck the openilJg !lower, (I'om the dry 

leaf 
Will turn aside: ber younger chnrms, i fear, 
Have conquered, and henceforth, in name 

alone 
Sbsll I, D~jnnira be Alcides wife." 

Secret murder condemned. 
"Jove SIlW and disapproved the deed, un

worthy of him, 
Who ne'er before by fraud destroyed bis 

foes. 
With open force had he revenged the wrong, 
Jove had forgiven; bu l, violence concealed 
Th& gods abbor." 

"The men of Ninenh shall rise up in 
judgment with this generation and condemn 
U."-lJib/e. 8. F. W. 
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IIl8piraUou.-No. !.I. treme penalLies again8t heresy were illlliet· The inspired translation of the soriptures 
oontain manifest errors and oontradiotlolls 

. which may be oorreoted by a higher degree 
of inspiration. ;..ny other view, espeoially 
the traditionar'Jew8 u8ually entertained, 
which make hi,piralion absolute, a di1'ine 
deposit, whether in Lhe ark, or the lables, 
or in the oanon ot Borlptun, subJeots U8 to 
the oruehing force of objeotions, based 
upon thoBe erron, oontradioLi~s. and im
proprieLies, that "neither we not 'our fath. 
era could (or oall) bear, II alld our children 
will not attempt it. 

... - . 

Inspiration is a development, dependent ed, "without meroy." ThuB the statutes of 
upon the faoulties of the mind, and oorres· the Jews was lIVer regarded aa superior to 
ponds with the experlenoe, and doea not the ourrent of inspiration 1I0win,; among 
transcend it, tbough'iL may 8eem to. This them, alld a. toat by whlcb to determine ita 
proposition is as near Ihe '"lerge, or bound. oharaoter. They believed, beoause' so 
nry, of thought upon this 8ubjeot as present ta.ugb!, that U was perpetual, anq their in
experiello~ will permit; but 18 BU81a.h~ed in apiration went no farther. The "shadow)''' 
general, and in partioular, by the ulliveraal character or that Institution was only dis· 
code of illspiralion itself inall Ihe past, and covered by th~ inspiration of those who 
this now Ie commended by our present u-, atood upon Ita. higher plane," whose "senaes 
perienoe of insplrntion. MOBBa' inspiration , had been exeroised to dlsoern good and 
(lorreapollded with hie knowledge of the sit- i evil"-whose experienoe was enlarged, and 
uation, and did not go beyond, in the main, in the snme rati,!, their inspiration was en
uor in any partioular, beyond logical deduc. larged and improved. 
'lion from wbat was alre&.dy known. This A eillgularll inslruotin passage, bearing lJl1-Fellleulil1e. 
aocords with the atatemenlthat when God upon tbis point, i8 found in Dootrine &nd I Well, that is a m&tte~ of taste, a.nd tasto 
speaks-or bspires a person or a people- Covenants, aeo. 86, par. 3, in referenoe to Is the rosult of eduoation. What is moaL UII· 
be speaks Qf inspires, aooording 10 their the modu~ operandi of translating, whloh is temilline in one place, may be most sween, 
language,that they may underatand. And oonsidered (the gift of translation) a Yery beooming in a.noth$r, '. I~ England, in lhe 
the Il!.llguage of 0. people is onl~,}he sign of high order, or degree ot inspiration. W B ~ays of ··good~u.jlen Bess," the praotioe or 
thei~ ideas, alld nolhing more: and, henoe,' are here told that it is not suffiolent to ask, lIledicill.e WaS ,Iii u~l"!lip.i!l1l tbat any w~~ 
inspiration a.lwaya aocords with, or oorres.: but, behold, I aal unto lOU that 1I0U IIIUle mall gUllt1"pt.it'Jlffin~,d lind imprisonod. 
ponda with the ideas,: or menial and moral j STUDY it out in your mind. Tb,ne the highest In Peraia it laU,!ifQinininp to appear upo~ 
development; and were iL possible to go degree of illspiration is dependent upon the thll slreet with.OP.~ beillg olosely veiled; for 
'farther, It would be like the nddress to sun exeroise otthllfllooulties of the mind. To . Ihe 'grealest ohllr~ot' woman is :-the nil, 

"lnl'd""llllfOr"a.nd IIta.ra,~ntainell.nd BSIIS..!.· IItU:dy'Odf!'_~tJltbf,'T~OoeBI -orni: ..... ,.:b._u~"', ... iL, .. nd -wisdll.",..If . ..;e -e"~ 
it would be speech where there were no ap- .Ioning, oomparillg one (hIDg with another, anl; a.ll mUlt be "piled. In OAina it ill un. 
preolative 81>rS to hear. laaiah a. prlnoe, and by this means arriYing at oonolusions, ,feminine to lo()k 'any man, e1',n. her D~~' 
lind acqua.inted with the pomp of r01alt~,' and through thi~, in8l'lration is developed,' buaband, squllre in tbe faoe; and when .. 
and witha.l ~ learne<l, alld bis iljsplratlon Is liS atll:ted in the prop()sitlon at the beginning' Chinese feminine walks out withhel' lo;d, ahe 
correspondingly of a higher order, all'd he oHhis artiole: Or if~~ea.lleged lhat in this dOlllno! take his arm, or even walka by his 
treals of kiogdoma, civil, milUary, anil dip- partloular case (seo; 86),'lhllt tile Ill8pira. Bide-she follow~ at a. respectable d\stanc.; 
lomalic affairs, with grellt familiarity; and Lioll oonsists, in Ihe "hurnlng" \ wilneS! 8)te knows the position Johll ChiQamap.'p' 
when he speake ot God it 18 in tbe same ox- born 10 the theory studi~d 'olrl, we reply --god designed her to oocupy, a.nd Is hOllored 
ailed atraill, "~igh and lifted up, silting that this "burning" is there oalled a. "feel. in her sphere , Johnny belli" judge of ';'hat 
upon a thrpne, and his traill, ,cortege, ,filled ~~I"·w!lioh :la .th, resuU, (If 8~n8aU\ln; ~nd Is her sphere, and what kind and degree of 
the temple, '! 'While Amos wae a herder and l,I! :Itlll 'a'fto~uot ~~ .lhli ~la~Ii~~ie8: orih,' honor she is entitled to. 
'\Vood.choppe~ alld his illsplration treats of milld.····· ' ,' .. ,:\.' ,.,. '. .' " .- " ; In Utah it"is so unfeminine to desire'. 
nr~8 bree.kiog out, and the roaring of old Henoo"it. 'follows that' fnBpi~ation' hi 'Ua . husband all to herself, that the mere mell
Hon~ and their whelps, of temposls in a lesser .nd higher ,ense, l~but a helper,-~ 'UOQ ot U,on olle occasion, by olle of the 
~hlrlwilld (1: 14), and his vision is of mlln- promptor, impression, Inlluenoe, or emollon "strong.minded," made the women blush 
~ied .. Uinb~ ,ot bis Ilook rucued from the to ',th'e mliid. And whe~ 'we relleotho';' 'a.nd the men put their handkerohiefs to their 
~fer~oio~8 beallil, David, alld N~lh,lln his weak an~ "aned the faouIties ot the mind mO!1ths, and look round for the spit-box. 
chaplain, oommuned logether about build- are, it "oeeullte far ,all the dI90repanale's Far"lhat we Ol\lllloL billme them, for their 

Jng " houae lor the Lord to dwell in, and ma.nifest.in the inlp,iration ot different ages, Wea of marriage should put the blush 011. .. 

iminedilltely, "}he same night the word ot and different people:'" , '. - :, LO!ldon street,walker, or turn the 'atomllch 
the Lord Game" to the laller conoerning it, ,,!he spirits of' the pr~p~etB,~or' the In~ . of a. Hottentot. The ballot, the bar, the 
favoring the design alrendy formed, 1 ehron. epiratioll of ~!l~. Jlroph6~,-:-18 . subj~o~ to benoh, and nearly everything 01s8 are, 9~ 
17: 1-3. And it i8 ill point to obaenel"bat tl!~ propbets-the:t j8,'l!-lti,ot~. t~9J1Q~ ~aYll ~~en,. .'~Ilfeminine. ' And when anl 
in the Rnelation of 1641, a. simila"r faGt et'~ ~xp~rienoll" eduGatioll, ,liab~I:f!, fa[tb, ",o~I\I\'~ 'rlght$ a.re infrInged,' ahe ~U8t 
exiets. They had "oontemplated" building, an~ ,Intelligenoe. 'One seeming u:oepUolI 'make her appeals to a masouline judge and 
and gone 80 f~ liS to fix the location and" tp this' appears in the oase'qf the 'prophet jury, and be brow-bealen by masoulin'a a.t
then inspirlltian oommands them to "~uiJd ts~la~ (44 and41i) ,nam!llg the Persian gen'.' torneys; a.nd perhaps judge, j UfY, allorqey 
it, end on the plaoe you hUB oontemplated eral, Cyru8, 418 8ullPoB~d, before" he 'Wall and lIoc'lsed,aU belong to 80Jll,e 800ietl 
building it, tor that is the Bpot.'\-.-Par.18,',/ ' horn., Nothing ~n his experienoe qouldstig'.· : from whloh she Is excluded for being wba& 

The inspiration of the prophets duringthe !lest, or enable him to "study out'.' in "hiB 'God made, alld are sworn to derelld 'eaoh 
()ontinuanoe of the law and ritual of AlOBeS mind" this name.,B~L whe~ Jt is knojVn o.ther In all things. But t4e people will 

iwas limited by their provisions and the that many names were. lidded ~t t6e'com. 'grow wiser bye-and·bye" alreadj the re
key-note of their inspiration is ;he "ever- pleHoll of tbe Dible, by Ezra, that were un· ; 1Ig\oni8t and the petitioner are waking t9 
lasting" and universal sway of the Al08&io kn'own to. the ~ritefq 'of ·tho boo~,_ when ,the faot that God never gave either man or 
Statutes, and l'riesthood of Aaron. And wr~tten, thi~ may ~~ one of tho~e instanoes, : woman the UghL of reason to be put undn 
the spirit, or In8pira.lion, that swerved from and Lhe',IIropbetio name cilell' "hi8 auoint· 'a; bushel; (prejudice), or a. talent to be hid 
>this. was regarded a fa.ls8 ono, aud tho ex- ,ed'! '1'1118 tho only J1ame giYll!! in the orig, III ~he earlh, a napkin, or a veil, 

inlll, ' " J,[oaliollU.. 
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JASON W. BRIGGS EDITOR. 

Salt Lake Cft.y, Sept.ember, 1870. 

WRITING FOR COlllING GENERA-
TWNS. 

TBIS ie the province of aeere, who by pro
phetic foreoaB~ deal with tha~ whioh is to 
be, and oalleth after them "as though thesl 
men," and reoei'fes for his present reward 
the neglect and glb\'1\ of his cotempofaries. 
But what does this signify to sUllb a8 hllTe 
peered, if through the key-hole, Into the 
future? Whereof his inspirallon kindling 
aspiration in thoso, who but fllr thl., would 
acluaUu the sentiment, "Lei \111 eat and 
drink, for to-morrow we dietl_and treat 
thus, is the end of the last chapter in hu
man lifo. Buch is the sluggish philosopby 
of tbe oarnal 80nS8, whose "candle of the 
Lord" Ie not yet lllighted up," where the 
flesh predominates upon the splrU, and the 
whole man gradtates to the things of Lime 
and sense, and BooutS the promises of the 
future, in the person of its bearers; swing
ing upon the easy going hinges of tradition 
until the nioe of inspiration reaohes them, 
and a beam of light from some "burning 
bush" reTeals tbe faot that, to tread '0 the 
musio of tbe task-master'B tongue or lust, 
and delve In the mud, with or without 
straw, "ia not all of life," but "beyond the 
Jordan" Is a land of ,betler·"promise." 

. BUll tbat which Is to be; IDay after all be 
but & logioal deduotion of that which i«. 
Thi«, and tllae, bearing tbe relation of 
seed time, to hanest; or oause and effect. 

But many Bee-ers are un mitered, wilhout 
reputed "keys," &nd neTer speak "offioial
ly." BUll truth ripples forth throngh 
them, &9 gentle rivulets from &n elevated 
fountain. .. .. . 

nOPE. 
II' i8 well said that hope ie as an anobor to 
the lIoul; but ,wben it Is based upon misap
prehension or falsehood, is neoessarily 80 

long deferred, that it "maketh tbe head 
eick," and ends in despair. This is strik
ingly Illustrated in the history and present 
condition of the people of this Terrilory. 
They were Indaoed to forego the oomforts 
of ordinary life, and the oonveuienoes of 
civilization, to Inhabit these forbidden re
gions, the haunts of Bange beasts and sav
age tribes of degraded men, upon the pro
mise that iL should be a ohoice spot for 
them, and a retreat seonre from Gentile do
minion. Dut the sterility of tbe soil threat
ened tbem from the first with starvation, 
Bnd when this was overoome by artificial 
irrigation, tbe grasBhopper lind the oricket 
comes and devonr their orop, leaving tbe 
people upon the verge of starvation, then 
the Gentiles tak.e possession, and obliterate 
the hope, and falsify the promises of inde
pendence. They hlne been promised upon 
building templeR, great IIndowmentll. Dut 
the Temple Funds are embezzled, and the 
material diverled to the baUding of II Th,
alre, and the endowment promiBed ende in 

THE MESSENGER. 

aenseleBi oeremony, and an oath to uphold 
the men who han thus deoelYed them. 
They were promised a Temple In be year8, 
and a return to Missouri ImmediatelJ after. 
Nearly thirty years han elapsed, 'and, all 
deferred. They were promised that in 
twenty years they would ask "DO odds of 
the United Btatea." That time is more than 
past, and they are begging to be admitted 
into the Union; and refuse on tbe ground 
of immorality. 

Every distinoliTe promise by their leaders 
la marked with failure, until unlimited oon
fidence gives way to doahL, disgust, and 
6nal despair. "Do not speak to me about 
religion," is tbe lllDguage of maDY who 
have been the most fervent in support of 
the Utllh sham. Dot this ignoring all reli
gion is just as groundless &S waS the &.e

oeptance and pretense put forth by the 
Utah leaders. And further, tbe foundation 
remains, thoy only wenl from it; and II re
turn to it, would reinstate hope; and by 
turning from the fanatioal, to the rational 
side ot the faith, disarm overy foe, and 
ohallenge the respeot, and IIToid the con
tempt of mankind. Faith in God, and in 
Jesus Chriet liS a teacher sent from God, 
and in tbe Holy Spirit tha~ bears record of 
these truths, and 10Te for thy neighbor as 
for thyself, are suoh propositions of religion 
as commend themselves to the reason, judg
mont, and oonscienoe or right.minded men, 
in all oonditions snd in all Donn tries and 
times. This is the mean. And swetTing 
too far either way (rom tbis vitiales every 
promise, and saps the ground of hope. .. - .. 
TilE article of Mormonill, on prllexistencc, 
in the July llEsBENGER, we thought to no· 
tlce in the 1119t number, 'and should, but 
for the question of one, who after reading 
it I19ked, "which side does it take," and we 
now only propose to notice the few points 
in it that are uneq ivoc&1. 

The proverb that aays, "tell me the com
pany yOU keep and, and 1 will tell you 
what you lire" Mormonia says "is as flllse 
1191t is old." Now if we were dlspose(} to 
defend this old saw, we could appeal to the 
following, which hllve become axioms: 
"Like blgets like" and "Birds of a feather 
flock together." These being conceded 
as a fule, then the company kept does in
dicate the character. Now the sayings of 
Mr. Pratt (used by us) is quoted, "When 
our father Adam came to this ellrth he 
brought Eve, one of his wives with him," 
of which the writer SlIyS, "Wen if he only 
brought one, one was all that it wall proper 
for him or any other man to have in this 
world, however proper a plurality may be 
in the heavens." Now this is precisely 
what polygllmists tellch, that one for this 
earth was the rule, unUl the plurality in 
the heavens WII9 authorized by revelation. 
Here pr(Jexistence lind polygamy hug each 
other as loving twins, or 119 two branches 
from the same root. Again ?tlormoniasays 
"the scriptures plainly ten us that God is 
the father of our spirits, but 1 fail to see as 
that proves that he is also the father of an. 
imals and plants any more than my being 
the mother of my children, proves that I 

am the mother of the food· they cat, or the 
clothes they wear." The case of l\[ormo
nl&'s reilltionship to her children'S food 
and clothing, as not a parallel to that of 
God to the "animals and planls," for he j~ 
the creator of them, spiritually. Every 
plant and herb of the field was made before 
it grew-Ufor 1 the Lord God created aU 
ehing3 of which I have spoken Sl)iritually 
before they were upon the earth and I had 
created all the children of men-for in 
heaven crented I them" and he is the "God 
of the spirits of all flesh" (Num. 16: 22. 27: 
16) and if his creating spirits makes him 
the father of spirits, then is he the father of 
the spirits of nil flesh, uncI plants nnd herb.') 
as well as of men. 80 it is upon this theo. 
ry literally correcL to say to the "worm 
thou art my brother." We must not db. 
cover our relative. "If Joseph the :ltInrtyr 
was deceived in our pr€!existencc, how d(l 
we know that he was not In the order of 
the rcsurrection, and one half of the truths 
l1e claimed to revea!." When und where 
did Joseph the martyr, in anyone instance, 
teach priJexistence? He wrote and pul,. 
lisbed mach in his life time; but we 
have found in none of it, so much liS !l men. 
tion of this. Bome two yellTs before his 
death be prepared and published a sum. 
mary of the faith of Latter Day Saints, 
since republished as an "epitome of the 
faith;" but it is as free of prilexistence as 
it is of polygamy. It is true that we can 
only know of a prior or II future existencc 
by revelution, but that the "one is as clear
ly revealed as the other" we think is un
true. So far from it, we assert that it i~ 
not even named in any reputed revclatiou 
to tho church, through I\ny dead or living 
prophet. Hence 119 "we cllnnot exactly 
know what passes behind tbe vail," only 
by revelation, and preexistence Is not so 
much as named in rC'I'elation, it is no part 
ofthe "faith." This is precisely the ground 
of the lI!EsSEHGER on that subject. We do 
not "deny the revelations on preexistence," 
but do deny thut there are any such revela
tions, am} that tbe inferred ones will not 
bear the test of examination; and that its 
most elaborate defense involves the most 
palpabie absurdity. As an abstraction to 
apeculate upon, it is as harmless, and fruit. 
less, as secking the silver spoon at the ba
sis of the rainbow. Preexistence may do 
as speCUlation but not as a dogma. To 
doubt or deny is just as orthodox as to be
lieve or IIssert. 

------~~.-.. _4~~-----

JOHN D. LEE Is finally convioted of murtler 
in tbe first degree, for his sbare in the 
Mountain Meadow massacre, and sentenced. 
to death. Thi8 conTiolion 08n only be re
garded as due to a oompromise offered b,. 
the ohuroh, by which Lee is offered a aile· 
rifice, to appease justice in tbe interest of. 
the scores who were engaged in tbe same 
borror, lind are as guUty a8 hini, wbom it 
is hoped may be let off; because Lee ooul.,. . 
not hue been convioted against the wishes. ' 
of the oburoh. And in view of this, and 
the faet tbat ae II subordinate, he alleges 
thd his personal s&fety depended upon 
"obeying orderl," we think that JUBilee 
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would be belter promoted by mingling 
mercy here, and renew the effort with re
doubled energy, to territ out the 1'41&1 cdm
inals, or prinoipa18 In that butchery. We 
hope, therefore, that the Gonrnor will 
commute this sentence oC death to a life 
imprisonment. 

QUESTIONS. 
FID.sT.-Is it proper COl" II traveling elder to 
Bolicit and oollect means from the branches 
to pay his inia.tiation fees and dues in allY 
secret society? . • 

Second.-Is H proper (or lin elder to 80-

lieit and eolleet means from the Salnls to 
pay for his life insuranoe polioy, and sub
sequent installments? 

Third.-b it proper for an elder to solioit 
or colleot means from tbe saints to purohase 
a croquet oulfit? 

The first and second of these questions 
beye been put to us, and in antieipation of 
lbe third, we will answer all three at once. 
No; it is lhe old leaven, to beware of. The 
confidenoe game played upon the Saints, 
and is deoidedly "cboekey." 

In oase an el~er is convicted in a court 
of justice for cruelty to 0. cbild, and fined, 
should the church lake notice of the of
fenoe? 

The offender having a.newered the de
manda of justice, should be arraigned be
fore II tribunal of the ohuroh, whose judg
ment, though temperey with meroy, should 
clearly establish the faot tha.t tbe churoh 
hill! at least as high a slandard of morals 
for ita officers as tbe slate has for its pri
VIlle citizens. 

------~ . .-.. -..~-----
"Sh'lke, bllt Ilcar." 

Institute a searching investigation in
to almost any branch of accepted belief 
in philosophy or religion, and it will be 
found that it will not bear the pressure, 
but give out here and there in spite of 
faith, or the bolstering of great names. 
Heflection goeth before revision i and 
this is 118 it should be, if progress is ad
lllitted liS a normal development-instead 
of an accident. The idea of fixedness of 
belief implies that the llQurces ofinform. 
alion are exhausted, and our stock of 
knowledge is complete. From this con
dition of mi!ld spring bigotry and intol
erance, like nauseous weeds in a neglect
ed garden. 

It is easily seen, and deplored, that a 
predisposition to doubt tends to forestall 
evidence, and misleads the judgment in
to error. Is it not equally true that a 
predisposition to believe blinds us, and 
betr~YB us into inconsistency and ab
surdity, and renders us the helpless vic
tims of imposition. The phrase, "Thus 
Bai_t~ the Lord," prefaced to somebody's 
0pul1on, has been "n power behind the 
throne greater than the throne" itself. 
i!l all the past, exerting itself as th~ 
Silent partner of fate, controlling the 
affairs of life. And yet without revel a. 

tio~ the world is an enigma, and tho fu
ture a blank:. And from this oonacious 
necessity for light, from a source supe. 
ri9r to UB, arise the temptation to become 
80e-l'r8, on the part of Bome, and the 
ready aooeptance of such a function on 
the part of others_ 

The desire expressed by Moses that 
"all the Lord's people were prophets"
see-ers of their own dutios-was the ex
pression of an idea, too far in advance 
of the times to be received by a people 
who were bu~ jus~ emerging from slav
ery, superstition, and idolatry; and 
strange 8S it may appear, the example 
of suoh a people is taken as a precedent, 
which has been followed, with few ex· 
ceptions up to the prescnt, and is to.day 
the millstone around the neok: of our ex
perience in spiritual things,-tbe night. 
mare upon the soul, who would other
wise "feel after God" Ilnd his truth, and 
through that truth work out their "own 
sal vation ," instead of, trusting to some 
"big brother," to either consult, or "dic
tate" for tbom. 

There is for those, who will receive it, 
Han unotion from the holy one" tbnt will 
teach them "all things" within thc scope 
of their oapacity, or duty t and this unc· 
tion needs not filtering througb, the in
firmity of another in reaching us. The 
idea so industriously propagated in Utnh 
and elscwhere that the giftB and bless
ings of the gospel oome to the individu
al through a channel of priesthood, the 
president of wbich holds the keys, and 
opens 'the gates to them-flow to the 
individual, as tho "water master" lets 
flow, or shuts off, the irrigatinp: streams 
that alone make productive the fields and 
gnrdens of Utall, is a sophism as trans
parent as it is mischievous. 

But the idea is cOlltageouB, like a 
scourge, and constitutes the worst por
tion oftbe "leaven of the Pharisoea/8ny
where and everywhere, and ita tendoncy 
is to produce lIEA. VINESS instead of 
lightness. ,And this justifies the warn· 
ing to beware of it. OUt experienoe 
may unsettle some things thnt we once 
thought settled. And the one who 8aya, 
III am just where I WIIS forty years ago," 
was either very fortunate in knowing it 
all then, or very unfortune in learning 
nothing all that time .. Moreover the 
anxiety for oODlpleteness in our system 
of faith, to in,\,llnt or infer what seems 
lacking, or to adopt somebody'll inven
tions or inferenccs, which littlo search
ing into at once reveals; and then a 
change must oce1U; ,or else we lIlust 
adopt the old saw, "that error well stuck 
to is as good 118 truth," and this may be 
called "unwavering faitht" but we would 
0011 it by another name. 

-------4.-· .. -4~~---
ZiolltGatherlna;, &c.-No. t.a. 
There are two leading thoughts among 

Latter Day Sainl8, respectinr; this subjecl, 
one of whioh is that they should gather in
to the "regions round about." until it is 
praotiollble to pUfchase JackaoneounLy and 
the adjoining oounties. ihe 8eoooll is tha.t 

, in these mounta.inll, i8 the secret closet, in 
whioh to hide up, until the inhabitants ot 
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those oounties are out oil' by judgments,.and 
the land left waste, when they are to aally 
ouL and lake poas6saion. Bolh these theo
riee are based upon lhe verbal promis6s. 
But both ignoro Ihe eseelltlallilllilallon8 in 
respeot to m.anJ and end8 in tbeae same 
promieee. They ha.ve to itoI' in "Ihe re
gions round aboul'Land gatber as muoh in 
"on8 region"-of lhese regionS-Hand I 
will gin YOIl favor, II i .•. while you are 89.y
ing Ie tbe people, "exeoute judgment and 
justioe-and redress us of our wrong"
that Is, "relurn us 10 our inhorilan06a"
Jaokson oounty. Now these "regions round 
about" are defined to be Ihe "adjoining 
oounties" (sea. 182: 8) to Jackson oounly; 
and the ,tall in those regions is confined to 
the preparalion referred to, liz.: appelll to 
tbe authorities, an effort to pUTOhas6, and 
gatberlng an army to be led by Be.urak Ale 
-Joseph Smith, Jun., whoislhe "servant" 
to throw down tbe walls of lhe enemies, 
and he is also tbe "man" like unto Moses to 
lead them inlo these regions aforesaid, to 
their inherilancell in Jackson county. And 
as Moses failed to lead Israel inlo their 
promised inheritRnoes, so Baurak Ale
Joseph Smith-failed to lead them back to 
Jackson county, and in this was "like Mo
Bes." And after all this, in 1841, when we 
are told that it b~hooveth Ood to require 
that work-building 14 oily and temple in 
Jackson oounty-no more of those sons of 
men, then of courSII, the preparation in that 
work is not required. Tbe gathering an 
army, effort to purohas6, appealing for res
toration, slaying in, or gathering inio the 
regions round about-all theBe preparatione 
Ilre obsolete, since that "work" to which 
they relaled is not required. Who arothos6 
"sons of men 1" In sec. 4, par. 2, we learn 
that lhey are bis "church," to whom tbe 
commandment was given. And then the 
16th par. or seo. 108 III olearly, I require 
that luork no more 01 my church. And those 
who ne waiting in the "olosel," "hid up," 
like common oowards, for their enemies to 
be out olf, will resemble "Israel" Illso, in 
"their oaroasses falling in the wilderness," 
because this oulling off of tbe enemy is 10 
occupy lour generations at leaat; (s668ame 
paragraph); wbile lhose who look for the 
Lamanitea to "go lhrougb" and deslroy and 
assisl in buildiog that Jaokson oounly city 
lind temple, musl refteot ~hat it requiru 
lomll few, if not "maoy genllr&IiOn8" to 
make them fit 10 engage In suoh a work. 
ThOBe who allege tbat the oUy and lemple 
to have been builtin Jaokson counly, in the 
(aoe ot all (hll, Ie only postponed by reason 
of the hansgressions of those 80 commaod. 
ed, forget that "Ihelr offering" or effort 
was "accepted," which is tbe Blrongesl e,i. 
donce of approval; and further, Joseph 
Bmith deolareB in the name ot "lhe L~rd of 
hoals," that ."those who ory transgression 
[on this lOry point] do ao because tneyar& 
the aervanls of Bin-tor they have not Bin
lied before me, nUh tbe Lard, bul hat·e 
done that whioh waa comma.nded," &0. AI-
10, he deolares tha.t tbe "atale ot Mls80~r; 
I, damned to nll eternity." See Joseph 
BmUh's Liberty ja.il leUe,f, dated Liberty 
J"n, Clay county, Mo., IB38. TimtJ and 
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Sealon •• of !Iay and July, 1840. It that i8 
the oondition of the atate of MiSSOuri, aud 
to oentlnue In tbat ;ondltion 80 long, th08e 
in their "eloaet" will have an Indefinite 
period to hug tbeir hobby, or pernioiou9 
delusion-pernicious, beenuse deeepthe. 
If it il insisted that the Jaokson eounty Zion 
murt atill be built by "irtUIl of tbe original 
O,oinmandment, iL must be done In that (tbis) 
generation; and lben wbat ot the three and 
four generations oooupied in prepllring for It! 
MIlY we not adoptthellirgereene6 oCthe gllth. 
.Ing-inlo Cbrist-and of Zion-trtbe pure 
In hellrt." and apply the teaohing of J Beus to 
die Samaritan woman, thaUbe true worsbip· 
pel's sb&lIworship neitht't' in Samaria-Utah, 
nor'in Jerusalem-Jaekson eounty. but "In 
every place" where the gospel rellohee 
tbem, "in spirit nnd in truth." 

And DOW is Buggested what we hne 
elsewhere oBolled ('the orowning wisdom of 
tb. prophet" The founding of St&ke8, 
(large brllnohes througbout the United 
States). permanent settlements all oYer the 
oountry. This locates tbe believers &mong 
those whom tbey, 118 tbe 8alt of the earth, 
are to eave-Domes in oontaot with every 
part of lhat which is intended to be Ilfreoted 
..by it. just as 81l1t i8 spread oYer and ruMeti 
into that wbioh it is intended to Ban. "Ye 

. &re the salt of the eBorth." - Then mU8t it be 
spread o'l'or Iheearlh in order to eurt a 
Ba'l'lng influence. 

Henoe, the Reorgllnization j, bountlby the 
genera.l. or fundllmental truths, and the or· 
dinanoes growing out or tbo86 truths ob
sernd by the first organization, but Is not 
boun4. neo6sarily by lbe locala. whether of 
comm'andments or promisee, nor by Ilny 
"me&llUres" of tho rejected ohuroh. 

Th~. thougbt 18 oommended to.lI Latter 
Day Blllnte, in lhe "oloset," in the "regions 
round about," whelher lhe "tradition of the 
elders" in respeot to 100al Zion, gathering, 
&0., have . not made "old-empty-the 
"weigbtier maUers," tbe general features 
of the gospel promises, and marred the 
faith? ·And whenever and wherever tbat 
tradition has been'sought to be carried out 
in practice, It has reeulted in disappoint. 
ment and disClstor. Precedents, that han 
onded in fo.i1ure tolll, if followed, end in the 
Bllme way. 

Wisdom is' the gift of the Spirit, but U 
oomee to UB through experience. 

... - . 
The l"rodiJ{al SOH. 

'I'he theology of this parable is diffi. 
uult, if the. variety of interpretationll 
given it are considered j but the leason 
is of easy application. Filling ones 8elf 
witb the husks, designed for swine, or 
11 willingness to do this, evinces the last 
stages of want and degredation. 

Empty pro.mises upon which Latter 
Day Saints have fed for the laRt thirty 
years are husky enough to suggest II reo 
turn to the common father's house, 
where there is food suited to their wantS 
as man. - \The Prodigal wasted his sub. 
stance in riotous living, while the Saints 
have wasted theirs, to pamper their 
leaders in riotons livings. Self-abnega. 
tion on the par~ of the flock is a darling 

tenet with these "leaders." to make tile else was l and the latter migh't be true, 
"husks" .they dole out palatable. . but the habit of bearing false testimony 

How long will the dreamy. feast !lnd robs it of its value. Of course in respeet 
tbe wailing hunger. oontinue before the to false testimony, no reason could be 
final resolve to return 7 How long will given as to how they knew, nor no good 
they feed on wind? When will faith reason why they believed. 
yield to faet, or when will the abnormal Nine·tenths of the testimony that we 
oondition of tbe Latter Day Saints cease, know so and 80, is no doubt due to the 
and intelleotual and moral sanity return? habit of being positive-growing out of 
What shall break the spell of this spirit- sanguine temperament-when we only 
ual nigbt-mare, if it be not tbe demand mean tbat we believe. In oonversation 
of that "aohing void," that busks "oan· with a Brighamite Apostle upon tbe 
not fill?" I subject of thel,teorganization basen up· 

That latent yearning of. the, soul to on the "books, ' and Brigbamism based 
"be somebody" is tbe inspiration, suited' upon the "living oracles, he said, "You 
to the viotims of the ghostly power, who believe and I how, tbat's the difference 
denies this. between us." I replied. very well; I 

The . empty llTO?lises in rega.rd. to will tell you wlty I believe. The books, 
"gatherlDg," whloh has so lon~ Sit hke wbich all acknowledge, justiry me in so 
an incubus upon the aqergies of the peo- believing. Will you tell me hOlO you 
pie, ought to open the eyes hnd under. know 7 And his answer W88, "I know 
standings to its hoHowneas, and incite for myself, and tbat's enough for me." 
memory to "gather" up the experiences Another bore teatimony to the polygamy 
of the paRt, and learn by them, what hRS revelation, and being asked if he had 
failed to be learned in any other way. seen it, said, "no l but I know it's true." 
Suppress the marvellous and tbe extra- The two strongest grounds on which 
ordinary" and listen to reason, and thc ia·based sucb an amount of testimony 
"first principles" of moral and religious for Brighamiam, are: first, "Didn't J os· 
duty. It were better to give les8 atten- epb roll the kingdom off his shoulders 
tion to exaltation in the eternal world, on to tho twelve i" and second, "Seo 
and more to real improvement in our how we have prospered,-we've made 
own world. Repent of the sin and. folly tbe desert blossom III! the rose." 
of refusing the bread of lifa, for tbe N ow to make the firet available it· 
husks of a deoent country. must be shown that the kingdom was 

To the question, Wbo will come and located on Joseph's shoulders, and he 
deliver usY we IID8wer, No one. You entitled to tumble it nbout nt pleasure. 
must uwork out your own salvation." The books say he was one of the ser'l"ants 
Oh, says one, we have been misled. The of the kingdom, and not a foundation .. 
remedy is, refuse henoeforth to. be led. And in respect to the second aSBump' 
ClWaik with God" in the light' of "the tion,-lf killing out sage brush, raising 
common faith" -common truths. . But, p:rain, and planting orohards in order to 
says another, we'll wait.-in the gutter live, is a proof of constituting the king. 
ofself·ab tion (to these baser still)- dom of God, then all communities who 
until comea "omcinl" -with have done this are the kingdom of God; 
a.uthority. This would only b~ exchnng. or if a few out of the nla.ny bnving 
ing fetters, nol; esoaping them. It seems grown rioh out of exaotions from the 

cy of mortals to be inconsistent. poor, or by speculation, is proof of being 
long for freedom, but refuse to the kingdom, then these few alone are 

be free; as this gospel proffers o'to him Buoh, for the poor are equally as strong 
that believeth." God said in the be· an argument against being the kingdom. 
ginning, "Lot there be light," thaI;' he And then any other ring of successful 
himself migM see what he wall doing, speculators, or extortioners, could claim 
or that man might Eee wha.t to do. If to be the kingdom of God. 
the latter, "LET,u9·BIlI'l." All testimoninies based upon such 

.. _ .. grounds, will certainly convince no one, 
and condemn no one,-except those who 

Hearin" TcstbIlOll)·. bear tbem. It mocks human reason and 
One important object of bearing tes· God alike. 

timony is to convince others, to manifest 
truth. A few simple rules should always 
govern those who offer credence, the 
lack of which generally defeats the ob· 
ject. These rule!! Il,re: first, candor on 
the part of the witness; second, tbey 
must discriminate between what they 
elaim to know and what they believe; 
third, tbey must be able to tell hOlO tbey 
know, and why they believe. Ignoring 
these rules, and testifying, ialike "sound
ing brass,or 8. tinkling cymbal." A 
cause may be undone by overdoing in 
its behalf. Testimony that oannot bear 
a croBs-examination is suspioious, and 
justly Bet aside. We have heard per
SODS testify that Brigham Young, James 
J. Strang, etc., were prophets, and after. 
ward ,that they were not, but somebody 

If you would be blest, try Bond bles8 some. 
body, it will react, and return to you mnny 
fold. 

How easy it is to be miserable. Bond yet 
how hard it is. 

Communioations sent to us, directed to 
Plano, Kendall county, Illinois will re. 
ceive due attention. 

The Trne Latter Day Saints' lIerald.~ 
Is the omclal organ of tho Reorganlzod Church 
Jo,ua Ohrl.t of Latter Day Saint •• pultll.hed.t 
Kendall Co., Dllnol ••• eml-monthly. 32 pagu. 

Jo •• p Smltb. Editor. $2.16 per year, free of POlla" .. 

TRllIbssf,Ko." of th" Reorganized Church of Jellll. 
Chri.t of Latter Day Balnt •• I. publl.hed monthly •• t 
Sau LAke CIty. Utah. JASOIf W. BRIOOS, editor. 

TEBMS:-FlnT C.ns per .re.r. To the Brltl.h 
Iel •• Seventy·flve cent •• 

Communications And "'mlttanc~. ebould be ,d· 
dr .... d to Jason W. Brlgg., Plano, Il11noll. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



The Messenger 
Of the Reol'ganize(l qhurch of J esus Chl'i~t of Latter Day Saints. 

The Truth shall Hake you Free.-JI8U8. 

VOl .. 2. SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH. OCTOBER, 1876. No. 12. 

"SOUlC Gl'cat 'I'hilli'" 
"And his ~ervaDt came near nnd ~pake 

unto him, and Baid, IC the prophet had bade 
tbee do Borne great tbin!! wouldst thou not 
bun done it."-2 Killga f): 13. 

'l'bis address to the leprous Naaman 
'is applicable to a large. class ~f mOl'~1 
'Iepers in Utah, who roallze their COn?l
tion-mallY of whom, after a long life 
service ill what they thought the fllith, 
and II 'faithl'ul compliance with every 
"counoil" of the assumed "Iivingoraclcs" 
Illld while tottering upon the brink of 
the grave, wilh the "endowmer.t robes" 
011 confess that "all is dark;" and with 
a intent hope that God will interpose 
and save tbem from the thraldom of 
spiritual darkness and moral corruption, 
into which they now Bee thnt they have 
been imperceptably led; hilt like the un
wise and conceited leper of old, expeot 
"sonle great thin~." for their especial 
deliverancc; "wash amI be clean" ill too 
llimplc-too tame; repentance is a8 of
Ibnsive to them as bathing in Jordan 
was to the proud Assyrian. To this 
c1aas, before mentioncd, we us your ser· 
V!lnt COllIe near, and aay, listen to the 
words or the prophet, whom you have 
long looked for. "wash and be clean." 
The faith turned from, remaills where it 
was and what it was. "ltetum, and I 
will receive you. Baith the Lord and bis 
Spirit." The sins of the fathers are an
!;wercd upon a clasB of children-in suf
fering, bnt not in guilt-in Utah with 
crushbg force; without a I~a! standing 
beruTe the law'or in the society of law~ 
abiding people. they begin lifo at a dis
advantage. 'l'hey ennnot keep the fourth 
eO!lIIllUmlmcnt-Uhonor thy futher"
lor th"y feci dishonored by them. Let 
theso unfortunates of Utah make com
mon cuu:>o Jilr themaCllvcs. lind protest
ing IIgainst tho 6in thot hath cursed 
th~\l), create for thCiJl8c!vea a moral 
"laud'lI!! lillit will evoko the synlpnthy, 
cuntiJcllco lIud admiration 01' all good 
Illeu. I· 'or, unlcs3 tho children Tollow in 
tho pernicious ways of their futhers, 
this pruvoro. "tho fathers have eatcn 
:lour grapcti aod tbe ehildl'Cln's !Cloth aro 
~ct on edge," ~ball not apply i fOl' eaoh 
~hall only llllSWCr for his own sins. 

" Na:unan wanted SOUle special mllui
fostat iunl! or power. somo extraordinary 
pcrformance on the part of the prophet; 
but was d itiuppointed in this, though not 
in tho PTOIJlbcu healing; 80 will many 
he disappointed in tho moans of tbeir 
"Jelivcrance j" but need not be in reo 
5pCCt to the dcli vcranco itself; if, li kc 
hiul, thcy will be persuaded to listen 10 the 
woru 01' tho J,ord by "the lllan of God" 
whoso power is not in a rod, thl1t he 
lihaketb, hut in tho word that he spenk
etl!; anu that word is the gospel, in its 

simplicity. disrobed of the unnaturnl 
attachments by vain' lind amhitious men 
-repent of the sin of calling polygamy 
celestial, of practioing that abomination 
in the name of the J,ord. of ulOokiog God 
and outraging senso in tho endowment 
ceremonies, and kindred crimes, and reo 
turn to tbe path whenoe you departed, 
and like the retul'lling prodigal you will 
bc received by the oommon Father and 
the household of believera. 

.. - .. 
luspiI'RtiOll.-No.3. 

Whether we can come to a definite oon
oeption of this suhjeot, may be 00 question, 
but tbat it is the "key" to the religious do· 
main of thougbt and aotion, cannol be 
questioned. n is tbo "prefaoe and tho ap
pendix." Ihe "Alpha and Omega" of re
ligion; the foundation and bnlwark of 
faiLh.-the anchor of hope for the future,
"that bourno from which" alllro.vellershope 
to return. We venture some tboughts upon 
the subject which we are well aware will 
conftiot witb views long entertained by re
ligious mell, aod even hardened down Inlo 
dogmflS. But nothing is 100 ol!Uo be '~uee:; 
lion ed, or too saored to be examined. The 
time has been, and still is wltb marly, that 
inspiration had long sinoe performed its 
oftiae in the world and oeased; thaUhis 
speoles of "divine influx" like some sp~oles 
of "organic life," bad beoome extinci. But, 
on the other haod, 11010 tbe idea. of present 
inspirallon is revived and greatly enlarged, 
so much so that tbe main question III how to 
"disorimioate" between its cooflioting man
ifestations. The u8ual method of disorim
inaUun-by each affirming, "mine is geou
ine, and youl's ie oounterfeit," "mine is of 
a od and yours of tbe devil"-is altogether 
unsatisfo.ctol'Y. Who6nr ignores fllcta in 
the support of a creed, or_theory of reo 
ligion, will in the atormy lime, tbtlt i8 sure 
to oome, fiod his hou8e or hopes built upon 
thll sflnd. Bome of these faots are 'in the 
oharaoter' of manifestations upon a very 
wide scale among all clllsecB, and in all 
countriee; proled by tbe Bame kind and 
amount of eviden~e that proves it anywbere. 
So Ib!,-t inspiration evidently runs in a 
wider ohannel than haa been marked out 
for it in any oHed, or allowed by any' "or; 
del' of priesthood." To pass by the divine 
utteranoes of Confuoius, I'ythagoras; Plato, 
Socrates, and tbo numerous oraoles, whioh 
received tbo oommoll oousent of those to 
whom and for whom tbey were .given, thllt 
they contained more tban' human intelli. 
gence," we come to our own limos; and 
this class of faots stare us In tbe face. The 
Irvingites, an intelligent olass of persons, 
possess' the manifestations 'of propheol, 
longues· and interpretation!, and healinga. 

The Sbakers have ever received spiritual 
manifestations .. And among tbe Laller Day 
Sainte, Rigdonites, Brigbamitl's, Btraugitos, 
and many olher faotions possess Lhese same, 
or similar gifts. And lhe Spiritualists Oul· 
strip all these In tbeso manife8laliolls. The 
first thoughl, looking to the solution ot this 
array of seemillg contradictory facts, is 
thaL tbeso gifts are more general thall 
8pecial, as has been supposed. Tbe seoond 
thought in tbis same direction is thai, a8 
man is a two·folr.l creature, pbysical and 
spiritual, and flS the physical wants are 
supplied by a general Jaw, .it is probable 
that tbe Bpiritual wants are supplied, or 
provided"for, in the e8:m(\ way. God givetb 
us ollr daily bread, but we must raisl! tbe 
wheat Ol' corn out of which it is made. Or, 
If we only raise corn, we need not ask him 
for ·wbeat bread;' such as we are Inslru· 
mental in preparing he gives !lB, and none 
otber. The spiritual wanls are spiritual; 
a witness to our spirits, or iospiration. 

"Tbere is 110 spirit in mao, and the Inspir
ation of tbe Almighly" sealelh inslruotion 
upon tbe spirit, or giveth its daily bread, 
Now tho elements of tbo temporal bread, is 
niltiv4 to [he fen'poH,i 8pli.ere, and wrought 
out for USll, by the "ealer." Isitnotprob. 
able that the elements of our spiriluallootl 
is al,o '!alive to Ihe spirilual sphere which 
we OCc.upy, anll sought out by tbe reoipient 
and common to nll? This would enable 
them to reoeive, and exerQise the spirilunl 
gifts just h~ proportion to their developments 
in moral or spiritual t binge, and 00 fur/her. 
To this· agrees Ihe teaohing of Paul, Rom. 
12: 6. "HaYing then gins differing 11.0. 

Gording to Ihe graoe [favor or opportunity] 
tbat is given [afforded] to us, whelher 
prophecy, let us prophecyaccordinQ 10 the 
proportion of faitb." N ow if the gift of 
prophecy Ie regulated in its exercise, by tbe 
faith or belief flf the possessor of tbat gift, 
is it not Ihe eame with all other gifts "by 
thll same Spirit 1" Heooe the morality of 
the prophets do 'not rise any bigher than 
111.1'18 or ausloma'of their times, and though 
"moved by the Holy Gh08t" 10 speak. could 
only speak "acoording" 10 Ibeir "faitb," 
·assurllnoo, or "credenoe .f tblngs hoped 
for." Being "moved" 10 spenk, or do a 
thing; and the maoner of speaking or doiug 
and the ohllr~oter of the thing spoken or 
done, are distinct from eaob oth~r. . I am 
moved 10 write these pages; but tbat is no 
gaufanlee for what is written-it· must 
abide judgment on its meriis, 

The Holy .spirit is believed to be the 
souroe of' inspiration every iwhere j conse
quenl1y ;, every where. It cannot act 
where it is not i belloe is not II "person," or 
beillg, but all. ionuenoe, buathed or in
spired into' man's spirit, just as I'lie air is 
inspired into tbe IUDgS, luid the fouotain of 
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46 THE MESSENGER. 

both is at hand, for in it we "II", and mO'l'e 
and han our being; and "Ughteth e'l'ery 
man that cometh into the world," and j uat 
in that degree that the "sonS8S are exor· 
cised to disoern good and nil," The inspira· 
litn of a warlike age, i8 warlike; and the 
prophets are wauiors. In pelloeful times, 
it is peaoeful"'::'forbids 'I'loionoe to any
lind oondemns w!,r, as manifest!l "the lusts 
of the bah." 

Well did the Prlnoe 01 Peaoe say, "Oh, 
fools, and slow of heart to beline all tha.t 
the prophets han spoken." 

Prophets mlly be mistaken; are mistaken 
and do "prophooy falsely," and say, "thus 
sllith the Lord, when the Lord hath not 
spoken.'" Among these facts is this one, 
that Mother Shipton's propheoy, as printed 
in 1'. L. D. S. H~raltl, is more acourate in de
tail than Ezekiel against Tyre. Bee Ezek. 26. 
In the elennth year he propheoies thaL 
NobuohadnezzllJ' should oome and utterly 
destroy Tyre. He did oome, and innsted 
the oitylor thirteen years, but did not take 
it. Then in the tW6nty·aennth year, 8ix· 
teen yeaTs afler, Ezekiel admita the fallure, 
and prophecies again, that he shonld have 
Egypt as a oompen8ation tor his hard and 
fruitless attempt against Tyre. See Ele~. 
29: 17, 18, 19,20. 

Jeaussays, "Yelought of your own sel'l'&s" 
to judge wha.t is right. By their own 
"senses exeroised." And again, "Whateo. 
enr leadeth to do good is of Gotl," ie his 
Spirit of inspiration. Thus the fountain is 
acoessible to all; and whoanr feela aner 
Ood may find him-though 'they stumble 
often-in coming to the knowledge of the 
truth. They that "stumbl. in judgment," 
mlly do so beoaule they fi rst "err In spirH.' 

• 
Josepb F. Smith In a Quandary Oyer 

tho Celestlol Order, Applies to 
- Orson Pratt for Relief. 

Elder Joeeph F. Smith, In a disoourse de-. 
linred in one ot the ward honaes of tbis oity 
reoently, lIIid; that (the faot as stated by 
Brigham, see Dt8ertt NtW8, or July 13, 1814) 
that polygamy was renaled as II dootrine 
before the rnela!.lon ot 1848, and that doo· 
umen' Ihows it was then beIng praoUoed, 
with the raot that- the ground taken by Mr. 
PraU, In the Sur, Star, and elsewhere, tbat 
it was "slrioUy prohibited" .p to that time, 
and its practice sin,-this had troubled him, 
he couldn't Bee through if" and he went t. 
:\lr. Pratt fft ligbt to harmonise them. But 
Mr. PraU had no light on that subjeot-the 
key to that mystery (ot fiagrant oontradio. 
tion) had not been given. But Mr. Pratt 
offered the following 68 the probable ex
planalioD,-he • 'Pruumed that J oeeph under· 
stood the dootrinG ot polygamy "elare it 10M 

reveal~d. " 
Whether this 6ns"er was saUsraotory may 

be doubted. Dllt ihuggosted another quel
tion. If J osepll underltood the doctrine of 
polygamy before it was renaled, wby might 
he not understand the rest of the dootrines 
belore thel were renaled; and. then what 
need Was there of r8'l'elation; to elY nolh· 
ing of lhe stn.ngenu8 ot the idea of renal
ing lomething alreadl "undentood T" It 

Utah is "tbe oloset" of the Lord, It Is a 
"dark oloset" In whioh to "shut up" the re
bellious, '88 some earthly parents do disobe· 
dient ohildren. Fanatioism and logio' are 
deadly enemieB. 

Wbat h Orl;;llIal Moroloul!lw" 
The 'fery 4Iuesliou Implies that it hll9 

been obsoured by some dark sha.dow; Bnd 
when the· question Is aeked by lIIormons 
lhemsoi'l'es, it Implies they are in· that 
ehadow. If the testimonl of the "first 
Elden" of the chnrch is oompetent to prove 
what it was, and is, then the question mllY 
be answered 80 that II the way.farlng man 
need not err." The unanimou8 testimony 
of thoso Eldera W!1.8 lhat, Mormonism WI!.S 

the reRtoralion of the Ooapel..the record ot 
whloh Is, the New Testament. - II How is it 
written! How readesL tbou T" 

JASON W. BRIGGS EDITOR. 

Sail; Lake (Jlty, October, 1876. 

WE are again in Utah arrer a. somewhat 
protracted absence, to flnd the war wi th 
"lhe dragon and his angels" still going on. 
Bome on both sides may consent to lin Claro 
mistice." But the conflict is "irrepressi. 
ble" because right and wrong cannol be 
made to harmonlze,-It Is hum&n assump
tion against divine InJunction; admitting 
of no compromise. We therefOl'e expect ot 
fight on, and out, "on thi811ne." And shall 
be glad to hear rrom, and to cooperate wUh, 
all the lovers of truth. liberty and right, in 
Utah and elsewhere, In defence of gospel 
truth and gospel freedom,-and this in. 
cludes as a first prerequisite mental free
dom. 

As al1 allXiliary in thelmlssionary labor 
in Utah,we propose to contlnuel the MES

SENGER-provided always, that our sub
scribers Bay so, and the only way to say 
this, that we can understand, is by renew· 
ing your subscription. Direct to J. W. 
Briggs, Balt Lake City, Utah, or, if more 
convenient, remit to Herald Om.~eJ Plano, 
Ills. There are a large number on our list 
who have received the MESSENGER one 
year for which they have paid nothing, 
and we have paid postage on them. 
We ask you, and each of you, who are thus 
in our debt, if this is rigb\? If you think 
not, will you make it right by sending us 
the fifty cents for the past volume, and re
new for the c.ming volume; will you do 
this t We will wait a month and then those 
in arrears II. whole year, we shall take ror 
granted that they do not want it, and strike 

. their names off the list-except those who 
by letter or card shan notify us that they 
want it. This number completes vol. 2, 

and vol. 8 will commence with JllIluary 
instead of November. 

The chapel prospects are flattering on ac
count of material aid promised, and more 
unanimity on the part of the Salntl every· 
where respecting lhl necessity, and we Btill 

press home upon the Saints everywhere this 
necessity. - Two General Confcrcncesbave. 
after due consideration, declared for a house 
ofworllhlp in Utah. Some have responded 
to this call; but these are too few; the work 
ought to begin forthwith, and be completed 
at an ear11 day. And the committee will 
take immediate steps to this end; trusLing 
to the liberality of the Saints and liberal 
men for success. 

The general outlook in Utah is encourag. 
ing from several considerations. It is use· 
less to expect people to inquire after reme. 
dies, until they first realize that something 
is the matter j and this is now largely con. 
cecled; and some sort of change, amount. 
ing to deliverance, is hoped for and expect. 
ed. It Is true that the means of this relief 
is but vaguely comprehended, like the 
blind man, partiaJly cured, "men are seen 
as trees walking," and eTents are seen as 
cloudll or mountaIns moving, Bome sup
pose a change of rulers; a possible change 
of policy may afford the relief, or consti. 
tute the remedy. ,Now, the next thing, nf. 
ter realizing something is the matter, is to 
determine 10hat it is. If they expect tn 
be led out of bondage, then Ihey are in 
bondage, and if they have helped to forge 
their own chaius, they must help break 
them, and it will be learned tha' God helps 
them that help themselves, and when this 
is jitlfy learned, there will be enough 
"mighty an<1 strong" to point out the r.rn· 
dy and apply it. 

We congratulate the SRints of 1rIanches. 
ter, England, upon their discovery; one 
that has cost others a journey to the Salt 
Land, involvIng 1\ loss of time, comfort, 
friends snd home, property and confidence 
in men, and often of faith in God; to.wit, 
that Brighamism III '/WI 1rlormonism, any 
more than Popery is Christianity, or pre· 
tense is reality. It is well known in Utah, 
that the dC!ligns from the beginning, of 
Brighamism, was to build up 1\ "tcmpom1 
kingdom,"-theembodimentofselflshncs9 ; 
and to Becure obedience on the part of the 
subjects, force was used where it could be, 
and fraud where force couli not be employ. 
ed. You may thank the blind Snelgro\'e 
as all unwitting instrument of good. A 
bUml man is not to blame for not seeing; 
only for pretending to see. Btand fnst in 
this liberty wherein Christ hnth made you 
freo, is the exhortation of fellow·laborer in 
gosnelliberty, and mental frecdom.-ED, 

One characteristic of heathenism nil over 
the world is "the building of gorgeous 
\emples," insisted upon by their priests Bnd 
rulers, ostensibly as a pious work; l>11t the 
practical utility of this sentilnCllt, is to im. 
poverish those who build, and 110 render 
them plialne in the hnnds of their rulers 
like "clay in the hlllld~ of the potter. II Ills' 
story only repeats Itself in this lIcheme of 
tlie Utah Temples. 

We hear of isolated cases, in the world's 
history, of persons laboring and suffering 
for an idea; but Utah history alone furnish, 
es Instances of thousands who ha.Te drag, 
ged 1\ hand.cart from Iowa to Utah, a 
thousand mtles, for an !den-a.nd a false 
one lit thllt. 
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A. zealous disciple of "snnctificntion" 
offers a prize of fifty dollars for an "esHRY 
on perfection" upon which a cotemporary 
offers a liko amount for a "living apecl
llum." 

When John W. Young was appointed, 
by rOTelntion of course, a counsellor to 
Brigham, his father, Joseph F. Smith op. 
posed it, 011 the ground that he was "a prof
ligate fellow," and for this rebellious act, 
Joseph F. was given a foreign mission, 
enid to be of five years' duration-English 
Saints take notice. 

--------~ .... ~.--------
QUESTIONS. 

1. WbaL waa tbe language ot the brother 
of Jared, or has it ever bean revealed 10 any 
of (he pries(hood? 

2. Wbllt il tbe Key of KnGwledge. Jo· 
seph Smith, the marlyr, ill his reyellllion 
concerning baptism Cor Lhe d611d, ny_, "De· 
hold Ihis is'tbe Key of Knowledge!' Luke 
slIYs "woe unlo you lawyers, {or you have 
taken away the Key of Knowledge. 

3. Please show me how God is omnipres
ent. Orson Pratt says he cannot be ill two 
plaoes at the same Hme. How tboll omni
present? 

4. Wbat is the mealling of the line run
ning between Jew and LamanUa? What is 
the meaning of DaH and Director and Star1 

5. What is the spiritual muning or La.
manite? 

O. Is the New Jerusalem to be 1500 milea 
square, 8r oomposed of dead matter j or is 
the New JeruBQlem Ihe Churoh, and the 
building of the Church people, or is it ot 
brioks and mortar. 

7. Is Joseph Smitb and 'some olhers who 
say tbey afe the priesthood, are they the 
priesthood, or are all who obey the Lord 
and live good livea the priesthood? 

Please oonsider thie from a friend who is 
searching tOf truth. 

ANSWERi. 

1. Do not know his language nor hie 
name, we gU888 neither has been rnealed. 

2. We take it that "Ihe ko,. of knowledge" 
meana.the "Itan or opportunity of aoquiring 
knowled,e, which'all false teaohers seek to 
"lake away." 

3. We alate a. dilemma., and leave tbe ans· 
wor 10 be inferred. lat, Where is God f 
!!nd, Where is he not ?-Inference, if he is 
anywhere, he is everywhere. 

4. If Ihe line referred to is tha.! between 
Jew and Gentile it wa.s the westun boundul 
of Missouri. The "Dall and Pointers" Ins 
a tr&ditiona.l and miraculous linger.board to 
Ihe emigrating Iloborlginals of America. 

6. Cursed-one under a ourse. 
6, The New Jerusalem, and tbe helloTenly 

Jerusalem (Beb. 12: 22) are no doubt iden· 
tical and the Bame Bought for by the Palri· 
archs (see Hebrews 11 : 10, 16) and is tho 
"Churoh of the first born" or "general as
sembly of the saved. It may also be ginn 
as the name of a oity oamposed of "briok 
and mortar." 

7. The body of baliner! in 1 Pet. 2: 6, 8, 
is called Ita holy priesthood," and "& rOl11 
priesthood." Dut Peter 1911 ... Jow, and 
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the Jewish idea of priestbood was, no doubt, 
his. In Ex. 19: 6, 0, Is a simila.t express
Ion ~'ye ahaH be • kingdom oe prlesll." 
The idea evidenll,. intended, is tbat hrael 
did, aDd lb. obunb do .. po ..... prl .. Lbood. 
But in neither 0"8e are all priesls. 

------~4.-~_..------

Oddillcli GCl'manc to POI}'l;(llUIY. 

SOMB KOIlMON lIA!!.RJAallS. 

From Ibe Sail L.ke Trlbuno. 
BrJiloTi Tribunt j-Your oorrespondent 

.. Junius" gives the names of six ELders 
who had enLorud .into those unnatura.l and 
disgusting allianoes so numerous in U(ah. 
Several well-known cases that he did not 
mention oome 10 my minll, a.nd I doubt not 
there a.re ma.ny soores of Buoh in this yloin. 
ily. , 

Dalilel Spencer (nolY deeeaeed) took !lIrs. 
Gray and her daughters as wives. 

Levi Savage muried a. widow who oame 
here in a band-oart. Sbe had two I~tlle 

daughters, and the agreement between them 
was that he was 10 hu.ve the girls when 
they were grown. He took the eldest wben 
ahe was Beventeen years old, and lhe young
er when ahe waa between fourteen and lif· 
teen, quite unwillingly on her pllrt. I be
line ehe has silloe left him. 

Striokland, in tbe Ninth Ward, married 
a widow, and in opposition to the mother's 
wish, took the daughter, who was not quite 
fourteen years of age. 

Curtis E. Bolton married a widow who 
had a. mtle girl he years old, a.nd formed 
an II unna.tural al1ianoe'~ with the ohild a6 
aoon as she entered her lI(eene." 
, Milo Andrews WllS sOllled to sllYen women 

801 one time, and a.mong the number were a. 
mother and da.ughter. 
, Ridges, tbe organ builder, (well known 
Ii ere ) took one of Parley Pra.lt's willows 
and soon arter her eldest daughter. Be 
tried to get the next In age, but flliled to do 
so, (to the girl's credit be it s~d). Perhaps 
yout oorrespondellt alluded to the a.hove as 
Elder Rignus. 

There are soores of such oaaes iu this 
Territory, and many "ho have taken two 
and lhree sislers of their firet wife. Soma 
men hl\ve taken their neiaes, lind eyen their 
own sistere by tbe same molher. 

A MORliON SIBTS!!.. 
BAtT L11l1, September 14, 18i6. 

It will he seen tbat the model indio 
cated above prevailed wbensociety and 
morals were in their" chaotic state," an. 
terior to Moscs, for he forbid that Bart 
of unions. These promiscllous admix· 
tures might be expected in tbat early 
stage of the "evolution" of human so. 
ciety-or human characler. Hilt this 
ancient "history repeating itself" in 
modern times would indicate a retro. 
gade movement ill the evolution prG
cesses-a r!lcedence from elevations 
reached, and, it will so confound all 
known;~ules of genealogical registry, III! 

to give' rise to interminable litigation tct 
determine right of property., The 
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polygamous "genealogical trec" is al
ready a "labyrinth" of filII size, and if 
the institution goes on a few moro 
ptoges, suoh will be the inevitable 
" eross68" ,hat were 'they reeorded ever 
so faithfully, as Mr. Pratt Bays ill the 
Seer, they are, (and then swears they 
ain't) i~ would bo of no use to open the 
Book, for neither the "angels" nor "tbe 
god3," when they are passin", could I 
understand it. The only alternative 
will be to "go it loose" there, just as they 
have here-until the whole oelestial 
hoous-poous disappears in the smoke 
arising from the looality, not admitting 
of soundings, 'Ii here its authors Ilre as· 
eigned "their part." (This plaoe is 
generally desoribed as "being unpleasant 
to remuitt in, and difficult to escape 
from.") 

• 
Truc and 'Falso Relia-ioll. 

"To false religion we are indebted for 
perseclltora zealots and bigotsj and per. 
haps human depravity has aBsumed no 
forms, at once Ulore odious and despi· 
cable, than those which has appeared 
in suoh men. I will say nothing of' 
persecution, it has pasBed away, I trust 
forever, and torture will no more be in. 
t1icted,and murder nO more be committed 
under pretence of extending the Spirit 
and influences of ohristianity. But the 
temper whioh produced it still remains; 
its parent, bigotry, is still in existence, 
and what is there more adapted to ex
cite thorough disgust than the disposition, 
the feelings, the motives, the kind of 
intellect, aud degree of knowledge dis
eovered by some of those, who are pre
tending to be the sole defenders and pat. 
rons of religious truth in this unhappy 
world, and the true, and exclusive hem; 
of all the meroy of God 7 It is a par
tillular miafOl::tune, that when gross 
errors in religion prevail, the vices of 
whioh I speak, /lhow themselves eapecial. 
ly in the olergy i and that we find them 
ignorant, narrow.minded, presumptuous, 
and III! far III! they have it in their power, 
oppressivo and imperious. Tho disgust 
which this eharacter in those who ap· 
pear III! min isters of religion, naturally 
produlle, is often transferred to ohristian
ity it.llel£ It ought to be associated only 
with that form of religion, by which 
those vices are occasioned." - 'l'JwlIgl!t. 
on 11rua and False Religi.cm, page 15,16. 

The sentiment of tbe foregoing, as well as 
the statements of Caols, is eminently, JUSl, 
&nd applies -with a peoulial:' force to the 
dnelopmenta of "these leat days" ill which 
"bigotry" "presumption," alld "imperions
ness," oonjoined with the pretenoe ot "ex
oiusin" aulhority, haaplayed eoconspiciOU8 
.. part. Proselyting is done enn by theee 
"imperioul bigots" through peraecutio,;· 
this Is the milk, but this givea plaoe to 
diD La.lI on i" this i8 the "atrollg moat." This 
la due to the asaumptiOIl tht somebody is 
nearer God than othere, and they alone. of 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



48 THE MESSENGER. 

right interpret him to others. It was tbe 
privilege of all· hraello come into tbe same 
presence or the Lord; and in lbe preface 
10 lhe Doctrine lind Covenants we are told 
thai i~ WlIs lhe privilege of "every mBn to 
speak in lhe name of God thc Lord." Why 
wae this sentiment 80 800n ignorod? Be
ciluse it stood in lbe way of tho "imperious" 
",ho fancied lhey were born to rule. It 
slood in Ibe way of ecclesinslieal ,';ngs for 
obtaining pOlVer, and dominion over tbo 
consciences of men.-It stood in lhe way of 
dictators, lind spirHual despotism. H slood 
in lhe way of meD "becoming gods." Il is 
the selfish wbo dispis6 equality hefore God; 
as is illustrated by tbe l'hariaaio l'rnyer,
"I thank thee Ihat I am not as other men." 
It i8 thesG pretended interpreters of chris
tianity tbat hila ()au8~d the "diegusl" 0; 
their nicer, to bo transferred to religion it
self. It is thoso pompous pseud00s, tbat, 
betray tbe truths of religion, witb lhe hiSB 
or treaobery and inflict the wounda in the 
houBe of its friends-pretended friends. 
The simplicity of the go.p~l, ie a Bure anti
dote for aJllhis SpirHunl ohioflnery-Ihie 
soul trap of the devil. sot find baited by 
selfishness, for present gn.in nnd power. 

earth, literally, would be like stowing 
the Itocky Mountains in a pint cup, 
. "Exceptye eat the flesh of the Soo 
of Man nnd drink his blood ye have no' 
life in you." To say nothing of tlle im
p08sibilily of doing this, were it possible, 
it would make cannibalR of all Chris
tians. These "have wal!hed their robes 
in the blood of the Lanlb."· In its lit. 
eral senRC thii! is impoBsihle, and revolt
ing to the sonse, Now apply the axiom 
referred to,-"tho Bible suys what it 
means, and means what it. says," to these, 
and similar texts all through the Scrip
tures, and we' think that tbe oonviction 
will forco itself upon us, that if others 
have ~pirituali:led too much, Latter Day 
Sa.intR have literalized too mueh. It 
ought to be known and remembered,. 
that the Hebrew language of olden tillle~, 
(for the present Helirew, is Syrianized, 
Grecianized, IJatinized, and modernized) 
was highly figurative; full of metaphors, 
symbols, and mind· pictures, and that the 
prophetic spirit dealt in these figures 
with poetic freedom-and still does the 
Rame thing, After Jesus IUl.d indulged 
in Bome of these extravagant figurea of 

.. - .. speech, aeoording to the language nnd 
Spiritnnlizill~ nlltl Llhll'l,tJiz- custom of his t,ime, said in explanation, 

111101' the SCI·il.lllrcs. "the words that I speak unto you they 
In tbe early days of the Church P. P. are spirit, [spiritual?] and they are life," 

l'ratt published a lit.t1e work called the If it was the spiritual aense 0 r bis word" 
that gave \ife,-that is light, then would 

"Yoico of 'Warning," in which he ex- not the literal Bense produce death, or 
hibits numorous prophecies, and their darknel!9 7 The statement thattho" L~rd 
apparent literal fulfillment; and then. God mad'e 'coats of &kin~' for'Adam and 
lays down the rule, that all propbecies Eve, is debated upon by p, I'. PraU" 

saying God. was tllC first tailo'l',-he. 
Ulnat be literally fulfilled. The Elders at might have said the first butcber (unless 
once formulawd the idea as follows:' the animals were skinned alive). He is 
"The Bible says what ib means, and. represented as walking, talking, secin~ 
means what it says." Now allowing. hearing, keeping silence, whispering, be. 
that the sects had gone to extremes, in .. jng angry, jealous, pa.ined, laughing, and 

furious, lind fond of hlood. Who can
spiritualizing, lhis was evidently going not see in this description of God that 
to the oUler extreme of literalizing; o.s it is buman qualities personified; or hu-
we will now proceed to show. man conceptions of God; mc.n being the' 

"God if! a consuming firc." . highest type of intelligence and excel. 
If this is literal, the ancient fire-wor-. lence known to man, he could not though 

II prophet, invest divinity with more; 
shipers were orthodox lind christians are or if he could conceive of more, be 
heretics. Again "God is love." could not express it.. The Indians have 

If this is literal-since love is II hu'- II stnt.ue representing "virtue with tcn 
man passion,-then God, is II human arms, to defend herselfngainst tbe vices," 
passion. "lIe that cometh to me and and John represents God liS poesessing 

"seven spirits." And the, propbet de. 
bateth not f'lthcr, Dlotber, brother, sister, scribes him with "horns coming out of 
-cannot be my disciple." A literal his hands." All these and like figures 
compliance witb this precept is not only hllve II significance, but to'literali,ze them 
. 'bl b is to destroy H. ., . . :' . 
Impossl e, ut would be "more brutish Anothcr mischievious result from lit.. 

.than any brute." . eralizing tho scriptural. figures, is the 
"If thine eye ofrend tbec pi uck it out, I attempt to build up in tbe vallies "a tem-

or thy hand eut it off." poral kingdom." And here the ulodel 
Attempting a literal obedience to this iB taken from }>. P. Pratt, who says, ono I 

of tbe essentials of tho kingdom i(! "do
precept, would in any civilized oountry,: minion." And supremo dominion ae-
bo taken for insanity, and the victim of; oording to all experience, is despotiBlll
this "literal interpretation" :would be and in proportion to the exaltation of the 
lodged in nn nssylum. "The stars shall ruler is the degradation of tbe ruled. 
ffill from llCaven" -nnd cnst tbem to the "Art tbou a k.ing 7" interrogated Pilate 

, of Jesus', nnd his answer was, "Thou 
earth (Matt. 25 : 20; Ilev. 12: 4) . eayest" -YC5:""""tO tbis end was I born." 

One third of the star~ east upon tbe . Hc was a king thl\n ; but where was his 

dominion Recording to 1I1r. Prntt, and the 
prevailing theory? We answer, certain
ly not here. Where then? Why, he 
says, u my kingdom-my dOlllinion-is 
not of this world," Ill' what world is it 
then? Jesus defines his understanding 
of' "this world" and "lhnt world." (IJ\!, 
20). 80 that hi~ k illgtlnUl i~ or tllClt 
tcorld i the 01 her ~ide 01 t h(' resurrec
tion, whon the CitiZCIIR "l1eithrf mnrry 
nor Drc given in IlIl1rrin,£!c," They Itrc 
children of God-wh,) i~ Spirit, (or 11 

Spirit); and tht'y arc ~piritllal bodies
or beings, The {'xtH'DlC3 of literalisDl 
have resulted in the pcn;onification of 
selr-self,ism, :md t\tu ln~R (,r gospel 
simplicity und ppiritual life lind power. 

----............ -----
1'1 a uli ilC!~~. 

One or tho brightest ehamclcristics of 
It mnn is inuependence of l'pirit and man
liness of action, that refuse to submit to 
wrongful a~sumptiol1 of authority, nnd 
dogmatic diotation. :l'bat Bcnsc of" up
rightness or molil',', and the right to 
think, that dares to qllestion nctiou de
manded, nOll will brook Ill' denial of the 
right to think, is one of the surest ~afc
guards against the unrighteous exercise 
of aULhority that God has ever endowed 
man with j and should never be surren
dered by the people who lorc to be free. 

This constant consciousness ofthe right 
to thiok nnd to speak, though it may be 
scoffed nt hy thoRe sitting in high places 
lind denied to the common herd a~ be
longing only to tho aristocracy of birl h 
wealth, or power, is in itself a means to 
the ennobling of those who claim its pos
session nlld its cxerci:le. 'fyrnnts lind 
Bel6sh rulers only have need to fear ilR u~c. 

The story is told of a prominent Elder 
under the prepiucncy of 13. Young, that 
having aC(luired n habit of occasionally 
turning to those sitting: on the stond be
hind him whilo prencbing, the president, 
annoyed at being thus occasionally scru
tinized, sought to break the unfortlltlnlc 
babit; 80 giving the deacon bis bat, he 
hade him put it on a stand in the op
posite end of the hall in which the BIder 
was speaking, and thcn bade t,he mder 
to "preach to ~hat hat." The ]~Idel' 
tried it, but SOOIl turned round again; 
whereupon, Pres. Young gave him 1\ 

"whipping." all it is called, bcforo the 
public. The mder then went down the 
Hall closo 'to the stand, and "preached 
at the bat." 

If God requires such a surrender of 
man liness as that, he should have placed 
difi'crent benrts in some men, for they 

. will never submit. 

Tile Trlle Latter Day SaInts' Jlcl'ald.: 
nUllS I. Iho official OTl'nn or tho n.or~nnl,." Church 
J or JOSI1!11 Chrlet or 1.n.Uer lJllY S.1int~, ptlbll"lu~d nt 
l'Jano, I{endn.l1 Co., Illlnoifl1, IIcmt"JUonlhly, a'~ (1nge!. 
Jos.,," Bmith, };dltor. $2.1;) ret ycar, fro .. of po.l.g., 

Tn" MEg8t~mm. of tho nMrganl7.c.l Chutch of J .... 
Cbri.t of I,nltcr Do] Salllt8, i. p"~li.hod monthly, aI 
Salt rAlke City, VIR", JASo~ '11'.11"1008, cdUor. 

TEMI8:-}',rrr Cr.ns I'" year. To th .. BtIll!!b 
Illes 8ot"(\nh'"·fii"6 CE'nt!l. 

CorumuntCA.tions Rue} remit lances should be Id· 
dre;,..llo Ja'on W. Drlgg_, 1'lano, IIIlnot.. 
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