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LATTER DAY SAINTS'.\IHERALD. 
"lIEA.1tKEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, FOR THERE SHALL NOT A.NY MAN AMONG YOU HA VB SA VI IT BJI 

ONJI WIFE; AND CONCUBINES !IE SHALL HAVE NONB."-Book of Mormon. 
"WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN AUTHORITY, THD PEOPLB RlllJOIC.11; BUT WHEN THB WIOK:&D BEA.RETH 

RULE, THE PEOPLE MOURN."-Prov. 29 ! 2. 

Vol.23. PLANO, ILL., JANUARY 1, 1876. No.1. 

Trainin~ Little Child1·en. 

It is no wonder that the observing 
Perla was constrained to offer some re
marks on so important a subject as the 
<iulture of chilgren. Perhaps a few 
more brief sketches might lead some 
-Others to treat on the subject; and thus 
lead those· entrusted with the care of 
ehildren, to consider the subject more 
-carefully; knowing, however, that it is 
much easier to preach than to practice, 
therefore the greater nelld of careful at
tention. 

A parent may have such strong love 
and affection, with intense interest to 
:please and satisfy his darling's peculiar 
propensities, that instead of causing last
ing happiness, the foundation is laid for 
great disappointment in the future. Why 
not use a degree of caution, and think of 
the future effect that will be produced ; 
remembering the old maxim, "Think 
twice before you speak once;" also, "As 
the twig is bent the tree is inclined." 

In the first place, be sure an infant 
knows enough to undcrstond what you 
mean. Don't be savage enough to beat 
a child for crying, when perhaps, it is in 
pain, then try to make them stop when 
they are obliged to cry to vent the an
guish caused by the blows. On the other 
hand, don't suffer them to cry a long 
time at every trifling event, when you 
might attract their attention to some
thing curious in their estimation, or by 
causing some seeming excitement, not 
pertaining to them which they can't 
help listening to. 

As has been observed, "As soon as a 
little one in your arms straightens back 
in rage to keep from going to sleep," 

Whole No. 337. 

then if it is the first time, a little slap to 
make them be quiet enough to stay 
peaceably in your arms, until sleep comes 
to compose and rest the tired, innocent 
creature : then, a little force would be 
taking a step in the right direction; and 
if practiced, would be a future benefit, 
would be turning the twig in the right 
direction. 

0 how easy, comparatively speaking, 
to train the little buds, when taken as 
they first begin to open i~to action. For 
instance, the first time the little dear one 
tries to take hold of something on the ta
ble, do not allow them to take a knife, or 
fork, or tea.cup; but give them a spoon 
and their own cup, or plate. ·when 
they reach for something else, say, No, 
no. If they persist, a light tap will stop 
them; afterwards, never let them have 
them, just to see how funny they will 
act; it makes them think they may have 
them, and when denied, it causes niuch 
disappointment, besides scolding and 
whipping. Now, what mother would not 
be willing, to give strict attention to such 
rules, if they really considered how easy 
it would be for the child, and every one 
dealing with them, and what great sav
ing to the child of trouble in coming 
events. And loving fathers, will you be 
guilty of giving them every thing they 
reach for, just to see what they wlll do, 
and not once consider the complete vex
ation it will cause for the chiid and each 
member of the family. A child when 
petted and indulged in common times; 
when company comes in, which of course, 
draws attention from them, they foel the 
neglect, have not judgment to wait, but 

l fret and tease to the great annoyance of 
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2 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

all present. (Why what ails the deary? 
I never saw it act so before). The true 
cause is just this, we must first train our
selves-not to allow them in every thing 
when we feel indulgent, then scold them 
for the same thing as soon as we are out 
of patience. We should be prompt 
enough in self-governmont not to get an
gry. 

Children at an early age can disce:-n 
when a person is in a passion. They 
also perceive a firm determined look. 
If one waits to get completely out of 
patience before noticing a child's evil 
pursuits, they soon discover that they 
can do almost every thing, unless they 
perceive an angry tone. How soon they 
will run for fear of a blow, if the blow 
don't happen to come first. What a vast 
difference when a scene oflove pervades; 
they feel sorry with a spirit ofrepentance, 
and will try to do better next time. 
When a teacher carefully considers what 
will be right to allow, and what wrong, 
telling them in a spirit of love the rea
son : "l make those rules is because I love 
you so dearly, and desire your happiness. 
The rule I give is right, if you obey I 
shall be pleased; we will both be happy, 
and I will reward you for it; good peo
ple will respect you also. If you diso
bey, I shail feel very sorry, and besides, 
I shall have to keep the reward you 
would have for doing right, and you will 
be quite unhappy; others will say what 
a pity, we don't want him to play with 
our children; and worst of all, God is 
displeased with bad children, but loves 
and blesses good ones." 

In the fifth chapter of Acts, we read 
that Ananias and Sapphira were struck 
dead for telling lies. In the last two 
chapters of the Bible and Testament, 
where it tells of that beautiful city that 
will come down from God out of heaven, 
we find what will become of the wicked 
and all liars. In the 22nd chapter, 14th 
and 15th verses, we find that good peo
ple will be admitted into the city,
"Blessed are they that do His command
ments, that they may have right to the 
tree of life and may enter in through the 
gates into the city. For without are 
dogs and sorcerers, and whoremonger&, 

and murderers, and idolaters, and who
soever loveth and maketh a lie." And' 
now precious dear ones, since you are old 
enough to know good from evil, how ex
tremely thankful we should be that if 
you have done wrong and told lies, you 
can repent of your sins, and be baptized/ 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the re
mission of them, (being confirmed by 
laying on of hands of those having au
thority), and have the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, which will if you continue" 
faithful guide you into that heavenly 
kingdom. · 

The idea that moral sua8ion alone i<» 
all that is required in tutoring children 
seems to be quite different from the ru}es·· 
of our divine Author. He knowing·· 
what human nature was, instituted re~ 
wards and punishments, giving capacitr 
to make a wise choice. Now let each 
of us be cautious and not interfere with· 
others, when governing their children. 
Grand parents should not interfere with· 
their children's management; one parent 
should not interfere with another; ( un
less there should be a case of brutality);.· 
but be careful to have them understand, 
the one dealing to be right; and that all 
act in concert with each other, leavingc· 
no chance for them to think the chas
tisement wrong. Should grandparents» 
notice an error, let them give their ad-· 
vice in absence of the darling pets;
while parents take it kindly to confer on 
the subject, each one considering the 
vast importance of training their de
pendent offspring correctly. How nec
essary that children should think their· 
tutors are right. This shows the need' 
of setting good examples, for children· 
are great mimics. 

When parents and guardians provide· 
and allow a medium amount of recrea
tion for young persons entrusted to their· 
charge, it will not be so hard for them
to comply with their judgment as to the· 
correct place or time for going, or stay
ing; for surely parents and guardians 
should know what is best, all things con
considered, for ~he young until they 
come of age to act for themselves. If' 
directed right until then, with correct. 
principles inculcated in an affectionate· 
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TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 3 

•manner; most generally the old maxim 
will be verified, "Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it." Too great in
dulgence, or restriction, both lead to ob
,stinacy, domineering, and many other evil 
habits. Since you have come to act for 
yourselves, remember you will have to 
account for yourselves. Don't forget to 
ask advice from parents, and be sure to 
implore direction from our Heavenly 
Father. (Prov. 1: 7, 8, 9). Washing
-ion prayed to God and consulted with 
his wife on important occasions and 
gained great victories. Joseph Smith, 
Sen., asked wisdom of God and gained 
wonderful knowledge. Vast numbers 
of good, wise people have been blessed 
in answer to prayer. (See Bible, Book 
·of Mormon, and Doctrine and Cove
nants). The present leader of the Latter 
Day Saints has his counsellors, and re
ceives much wisdom in answer to prayer. 
And if we neglect to commit our way 
•to the Lord now, when the great curses, 
Eke Egyptian plagues, are being poured 
out upon all the Gentile nations of the 
earth ; while the Jews are gathering 
back to Jerusalem; most assuredly the 
Lord will laugh at our calamity. Prov. 
1 : 23-26. LEVIRA BENJAMIN. 

PPINCEVILE, Ill., Nov. 6' 1875. 

"Mo1·n1onism" Revie,ved. 
[Continued from page 749.] 

:Mr. S. next objects, "Ifbaptism is 'for 
th,e remission of sins,' in the Mormon 
'Sense of the statement, instead of the 
Bible sense, why need Joseph have been 
baptized, seeing that his sins previously 
had been forgiven him?" 

On similar grounds, Mr. S., that Cor
nelius and his household, whom "God 
hath cleansed," (Acts 10 : 15 ), needed 
to be baptized. Peter said, "Forasmuch 

· as God gave them the like gift as he did 
unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, what was I, that 1 could with
stand God?" Acts 11 : 17. "Can any 
man forbid water that these should not 
be baptized, which have received the 
Holy Ghost as well as we? And he 
<Jommanded them to be baptized in the 
name of the Lord." Acts 10 : 47, 48. 

This case is directly in point, as show
ing that the Lord may forgive an unbap
tized person their sins, under extraordi
nary circumstances, and yet the person 
be a proper subject for future baptism. 

Mr. S. further says, "Here was a di
vinely inspired man engaged in trans
lating ancient records, and still a sinner, 
not having been baptized for the remis
sion of sins," which implies, according 
to Mormon interpretation, the forgive
ness of sins." 

Mr. Smith, like Cornelius and his 
household, whose case we have just 
cited, had been graciously "cleansed," 
or forgiven his sins, as .:r oseph's record 
states. And for the matter of God's 
using him as an. instrument to do his 
work, and to promote his glory without 
previous baptism, there is nothing either 
unreasonable or unscriptural in it. Cai
aphas, the Jewish high priest, who was 
neither a Christian nor friendly to the 
gospel, was moved of God to prophesy 
concerning the death and mission of 
Christ. ( J no. 11 : 49-52. Balaam was 
used of God as an instrument through 
whom to foretell the future history of Is
rael, and the coming of Christ. (Num. 
chapters 22, 23, 24} Pharaoh, (Gen ... 
41 : 1), Abimelech, (Gen. 20 : 3-7),, 
Nebuchadnezzar, (Dan. 2), and others,, 
not identified with God's people, were 
used of God in revealing his marvelous 
purposes and doings to man. So also 
Josephus, the Jewish general and histo
rian, (Wars, B. 3, ch. 8, sec. 9). With 
these precedents before us, it is not at 
all strange to Bible believers that the 
Lord should call and use Joseph in the 
divine work of either prophesying, bap
tizing, ordaining, or translating records, 
prior to his baptism, in laying the found
ation of the Latter Day Work. 

Mr. S. professes to see something very 
unreasonable in Joseph and Oliver mu
tually ordaining each other after having 
been ordained by the angel. He says 
the angel "virtually repudiates his own 
act of ordination by commanding them 
to ordain each other." We are not aware 
of there being any Bible precedent by 
which to prove the scripturalness of this 
procedure; yet there is a doing of our 
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Savior in which the same principle is passover once was, and such as the sa
is involved. "And, behold, there came crament now is. On this hypothesis we 
a leper and worshipped him, saying, can explain and reconcile the prophetic 
Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me visions of Ezekiel, chapters 40 to 48; 
clean. And Jesus put forth his hand, Zech. 14 : 16-21; Isa. 66: 21-23, etc. 
and touched him, saying, I will; be I Ceremonies may be, and sometimes 
thou clean. And immediately his lep- are, both typical and commemorative at 
rosy was cleansed. And Jesus saith the same time. Such was the passover. 
unto him, See thou tell no man; but go 1 It pointed back to that terrible night in 
thy way, show thyself to the priest, and Egypt when the Lord destroyed Egypt's· 
offer the gift that l\Ioses commanded, for first-born and passed over faithful Israel, 
a testimony unto them.'' Matt. 8 : 2-4. and also pointed forward to the Lord 
Jes us did not "repudiate his own act," Jes us, "our passover" lamb. 
b~ commanding .the leper to comply God has promised by Isaiah, that in, 
with the law provided for the clea.nsmg thefinalgatheringofisraelfromaIIlands, 
leprosy; (L~v. 13 .= 3-10); nor did.the and from the "isles of the sea,'' (Isa. 
a_ngel repudiate· ~is own act of ord~na- 66 : 19, 20), he will "take of them for 
t10n by co~mandmg Joseph ~nd Ol~ver priests and Levites." He has also prom
t? comply with the law gove~nmg ordma- ised in (Mal. 3: 3, 4) that "he shall pu
t10ns; The command was ~ughly proper, rify the sons of Levi, and purge them as 
~nd m perf~ct harmoni'. with the teach- gold and silver, that they may offer un
mgs and dorngs of .Christ and the apos- to the Lord an offering in righteousness. 
tles, who always paid respect to ·the law Then shall the offering of Judah and J e
and order of God. rusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in 

Though the leper was "immediately" the days of old, and as in former years.'' 
cleansed by Jesus, yet he was command- It would not be an easy task to prove 
ded to "offer the gift that Moses had that these promises were eonditional, or
commanded, for a testi'mony unto them;" that they have been already fulfilled; 
(meaning, evidently, the priest and the yet some will even undertake to do one, 
people who chanced to know of bis lep- or both. The texts, with their con
rosy); so Joseph and Oliver, though texts, show that they are not conditio'n
ordained by the angel, yet they were al; and further, that they remain to be 
commanded to ordain each other, upon fulfilled in the future. 
vote of the Saints, "for a testimony to Mr. S. says, "There is no proof that. 
them" and to all interested, and in re- John was ever ordained a priest. '.I.'hi& 
spect to the law and order of God. point needs proof-not conjecture. If 

Again Mr. S. objects, that "This he was not an officiating priest, how 
same angel intimates that the sons of I could he hold the keys of the Aaronic 
Levi are again to offer an offering unto priesthood?" 
the Lo:d; which would. be a_ repudi~tion John was the only son of an officiating 
of Chr~st,. the gre~t anti-typical sa?;1fice, priest, and had a right to the priesthood 
by agam rntroducrng the shadow. of his father. (Lev. 7 : 35, 36; Mal. 

Their making in the future, an offer- 2 : 5). Of the chief and most import
ing unto the Lord, would be no more a ant duties of a priest, the Lord says by 
repudiation of Christ, than Christ's eat- Malachi, chapter 2 : 5, 6., '·The law of 
ing the passover, in the future, in the truth was in his !Ilouth, and iniquity was 
kingdom of God (Luke 22 : 16) would not found in his lips; he walked with 
be a repudiation of Christ himself. It me in peace and equity, and did turn 
is not improbable that in the world to many away from iniquity. For the 
come, when Christ reigns as King of priest's lips should keep knowledge, and 
Kings and Lord of Lords, many ceremo- they should seek the law at bis mouth; 
nies will be performed, not as typt>s for he is the messenger of tlze Lord of 
pointina to the future, but as memorials lzost.~." John filled this description of 
comme~orative of the past, such as the a priest iu a very eminent degree. And 
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,Jesus testifies of him, ''This is he of 
whom it is written, Behold I send my 
messenger before thy face, who shall pre
pare thy way before thee." Matt. 11 : 
10. Besides this, while the Jews ques
tioned the authority of Jesus, they never 
questioned the priesthood authority of 
John, which they evidently would have 
done if they had known that he did not 
hold the priesthood. The masses recog
nized his priestly authority to teach and 
reprove them, as may be seen in the 
fact that "all Judea and Jerusalem" an
swered to his call, and were baptized of 
him in the river Jordan. (Mark 1). 
The mere fact of the ordination of Zach
arias, or Caiaphas, or Annas, is not men
tioned in Scripture; but it would be 
folly to deny their ordination, simply be
cause the Scriptures are silent upon that 
point. Such reasoning, which is quite 
common to Mr. S., would deny that the 
apostles of Christ were baptized, simply 
because no mention is made, in direct 
terms, of that fact. The Jews well knew 
that no person could minister in matters 
of religion without proper priesthood 
authority. They, as well as Pagan wor
shippers, had too much sound, practical 
sense to accept the religious ministra
tions of any person unless they were sat
isfied that they held proper, lawful au
thority. 

The reader will have noticed ere this, 
that Mr. S. argues upon the assumption 
that all questions relative to matters of 
religion must be settled by dfrect proofs 
from the Bible. Direct evidence from 
that source is very excelient, but there 
are many superior proofs that can only 
be inferred; and there are thousands of 
valid proofs in matters of religion outside 
of the Bible. To claim that all the facts 
and proofs peculiar to the Christian re
ligion are embraced within the Old and 
New Testaments is preposterous. If 
we had all the teachings of Jesus, and 
all the teachings of his apostles, and all 
the writings of the prophets, yet that, 
great as it would be, would not compass 
all that relates to matters of religion in 
Christ Jesus. The apostles had the "law 
and the prophets." (And, without doubt, 
they had many more sacred writings 

than what we now have in the Old Tes
tament. for both the Savior and the 
apostles quote scriptures not found in 
the common version; and besides this, 
many quotations are made by Josephus, 
professeqly from the old prophets, which 
are not now to be found in the Old Tes
tament, as may be seen by consulting 
Whiston's Josephus, pp. 28, 66, 67, 126, 
277, etc., etc.) They had also the teach
ings of Jesus, the thousandth part of 
which we probably have not got; (.Jno. 
21 : 25); and then they had the con
stant revelations of the Comforter. (Jno. 
14: 26; 16 : 13, 14, 15). Now, if we 
had all this, still we would not be justi
fied in claiming that we had all the 
truths of God. 

If we had the books of all the ancient 
prophets and seers mentioned in the 
Bible, some twenty or more in number; 
also all the writings of the early Chris
tian Church for the first three centuries, 
especially the first epistle which Paul 
wrote to the Corinthians, (1 Cor. 5: 9), 
likewise ''the epistle from J_,aodicea," 
(Col. 4: 16), the epistle of Jude on the 
common salvation, (Jude 4), and the 
"many" 'gospels mentioned by Luke; 
(Luke 1 : 1); we no doubt would be 
furnished with evidences on doctrine and 
history which would be of use in solving 
questions of importance in respect to 
the Christian religion. 

The idea that nothing relative to doc
trine, ceremony, or practice, in church 
affairs can be true except there can be 
found for it in the Bible a direct ve1·bal 
proof, or an unquestionable precedent, is 
highly absurd. If the early christians 
had been subject.ed to such an iron rule 
the gospel would have been fettered, and 
the church manacled. All the truths of 
Christ's religion are harmonious. There 
must be no conflict, no contradiction, no 
confusion; and there is none in the rev
elations of the past or the present, and 
surely there will be none in the future. 

Now, in respect to the subject of the 
priesthood, Mr. S. seems painfully sen
sitive. It would seem that he can not 
say enough against the idea that there 
i;i an authorized priesthood in the church 
of Christ He attacks it again, and 
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again; as if the idea proves true, his la
bors in the ministry, and that of many 
-0thers, would be found of no authority 
iin Christ, and of no gospel power or 
valve. God is Judge of all; and we will 
have no controversy as to whether Mr. 
S. holds authority from Christ or not; 
but we shall attempt to prove that there 
iis, in the church of Christ an authorized, 
-0rdained priesthood, whatever may be 
the conclusions of Mr. S. and his fel
fows. 

That any religious system could exist 
without an authorized priesthood to teach 
its doctrines, administer its rites, govern 
its membership, and have the lawful and 
13pecial watch care of all its interests, is 
an idea quite foreign to all ancient 
forms, whether Christian, Jewish, or 
Pagan. 

The ancient ,Jewish religion, author
i1Zed of God, was of far less importance 
and value than the religion of Christ, 
and yet it was of so much importance 
in the sight of God that none were per
mitted to minister the laws and ceremo
nies appertaining to it but those who 
were legally and properly called to those 
sacred offices. There was authoritative 
power given to those ministers, and the 
power and grace of God attended their 
faithful ministrations. There was also 
a specific order provided by which min
isterial authority was both delegated and 
transmitted, so that there need be no 
mistake in regard to the matter of priest
hood authority. This was eminently 
wise and just, as order and good govern
ment are indispensibly essential. Inas
much, then, as the religion of Christ, 
and the church of Christ, are of far 
greater importance, for time and eternity, 
than that of the Jews; why is it not 
equally important, at least, to have an 
authorized priesthood, and well defined 
rules in regard to delegating and trans
mitting authority in the church of 
Christ? 

But some will say, "Where are those 
rules ? We do not discover them in the 
New Testament.'' Very true; and there 
is good reaRon for it. The New Testa
ment contains but a portion of the 
writings given to the primitive church. 

When we consider how the early 
Christians were persecuted and driven 
from place to place by Jew and Gentile, 
we may not wonder only that so much 
has been preserved to us. 

Bingham, in his Antiquities of the 
Ohrist'ian Church, when speaking of the 
writings of the primitive church, says: 

"An exact and authentic catalogue of 
these first foundations, would be a very use
ful and entertaining thing; but at this dis
tance of time, it is impossible to gratify the 
world with any such curiosity, whatever 
pains should be taken about it. Yet there 
are some scattered remains and fragments to be 
collected out of the ancient writers. "-p. 57. 

In view of the foregoing facts, we may 
not look to find in the writings of the 
primitive church anything beyond frag
mentary evidences in regard to the sub
ject of the priesthood; :ind to these we 
appeal. 

1lv e may first enquire as to what the 
priesthood really i8. Webster gives a 
fair definition when he says it is "The 
order of men set apart for sacred offices; 
the order composed of priests." Buck 
informs us that a priest is "a person set 
apart for the performance of sacrifice, 
and other offices and ceremonies of re
ligion." Both Buck and Webster tell 
us that "the word priest is a contraction" 
of the word presbyter, and "of the same 
import with elder. Smith, in his Dic
tionary of the Bible, says, "Its root
meaning, uncertain as far as Hebrew 
itself is concerned, is referred by Gesen
ius to the idea of prophecy." He fur
ther savs that Saalschutz considers the 
primary meaning of the word as equiv
alent to rninister. 

Of the origin of the priesthood he re
marks: 

"The idea of a priesthood connects itself, 
in all its forms, pure or corrupted, with the 
consciousness, more or less distinct, of sin. 
Men feel that they have broken a law. The 
power above them is holier than they are, 
and they dare not approach it. They crave 
for the intervention of some one of whom 
they can think as likely to be more accept
able than themselves. He must offer up 
their prayers, thanksgivings, sacrifices. He 
becomes their representative •in things per
taining to God.' He may become also 
(though this does not always follow) the 
representative of God to man. The func-
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tions of priest and prophet may exist in the 
same man." 

Israel was "a kingdom of priests," yet 
the priestly office was restricted and con
fined to probably less than one in thirty 
of their number. The primitive church 
was "a royal priesthood," yet the priest
ly office was exercised by the few, and 
not by all. 

Tho learned Bingham says : 

The foregoing may serve to place the 
subject properly in the mind of the 
reader, and dispel any prejudice he may 
have against the idea of a real, genuine 
priesthood in Christ's church; and to 
forever explode the doctrine held by 
some that a priest must necessarilv offer 
bloody sacrifices. " "But when his [God's] ministers are to be 

distinguished from the Test of his people in 
Now, Mr. S. claims that there was no the church, then the name clerici, .or clergy, 

priesthood in the primitive church; but was their appropriate title, and the name of 
that the entire body of christians, old the other, laymen. And this observation 
and young, male and female, minister will help to set another sort of persons right, 

who confound not only the names, but the 
and member, constituted the priesthood. offices of laity and clergy together; and 
To prove this, he quot.es 1 Pet. 2 : 9, plead that originally there was no dist.inc
Rev. 1 : 6, etc. Peter says, "But ye are tion between them. The name of priest
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood." hood, indeed, is sometimes given in common 

We think this should be understood to the whole body of Christian people; 1 

d 
Pet. 2 : 9; Hev. 1: 6; but eo it was to the 

in a quali:fie and restricted sense, and Jewish people. Ex. 19: 6. 'Ye shall be 
as meaning that the church as "a chosen unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 
generation," possessed within their midst nation;' yet every one knows, that the offi-
this "royal priesthood." ces of priests and Levites among the Jews, 

Th :r. f h d b p · were very distinct from those of the com-
e orm o speec use Y eter IS mon people, not by usurpation, but by God's 

evidently what is styled metonymic-put- appointment. And so it was among the 
ting one thing for another, a part for a Christians, from the foundation of the 
whole, or a whole for a part; as, "ail church."-Ant. Gkris. Church, p. 40. 
the land of Judea, and they of Jerusa- Bingham further remarks: 
lem," (l\fark 1 : 5), when only a part is "Tertullian says it was customary among 
intended. Or Acts 2 : 5,-"And there heretics to confound the offices of the clergy 
were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, de- and laity together." 

Again: 
vout men out of every nation under heav- "St. Jerome observes, They [the early 
en," when it could be true only of a part. Christians] reckoned that to be no church, 
Paul uses a similar form, (Col. 1 : 23), which had no priests." 
when he says the gospel "was preached Again Bingham says : 
to every creature which is under heaven." "St. Jerome, who will be allowed to 
A similar usage is seen, Deut. 2 : 25; speak the sense of the ancients * * * says 
Gen. 41 : 57, and elsewhere. that both in the Old and New Testament the 

A passage precisely the parallel of high priests are an order, the ,priests an
that in Peter is found in Ex. 19: 6, and othAer, ~nd the Levites another.' -p. 150. 
't · t t t' · f · h d · h b gam: 
l s m erpre a ion IS ?rnrn. e rn t e su ~ "Tertul!ian, in his book De Baptismo, says, 
sequent facts of J ew1sh history; so thac The right of baptizing belongs to the chief 
there can be no cavil as to what was in-1 priests." 
tended in the promise there made. It "These allegations," says Bingham, 
reads, "And ye [Israel] shall be unto me I "are sufficient evidences, as to matter of 
a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation." I fact, and the practice of the .church in 
Nowthiscertainlydidnotmeanthateach the three first ages, that there was then 
individual, Israelite, male and female, an order of chief priests, or bishops, su
should be a priest; if it did, then the perior to the prysbyters, settled and al
promise has failed. It is clear that no lowed in the Christian Church." 
such thing was intended; but only that Of the "chief priests" he farther 
as a nation and people they should pos- says: "It waR no human invention, but 
sess the distinguished privilege of hav- an original settlement of the apostles 
ing among . them heavenly appointed I themselves, which they made by divine 
priests, a priesthood appointed of God. appointment."-p. 54. 
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Again Bingham: "Now this is most 
·expressly said by Theodoret, that he 
[Ignatius] received the gift of the high 
priesthood, from the hand of the great 
Peter."-p.60. 

Again: 
"If it be enquired, as it is very natural to 

ask the question, why Optatus gives all the 
three orders, of Bishops, Presbyters [Eld
·ers] nud Deacons, the title of priesthood, 
the answer is plain and obvious; because 
according to him every order had its share, 
though in different degrees in the Christian 
·priesthood. Which is not, as some imagine, 
a power to offer Christ's body and blood 
Teally upon the altar, as a propitiatory sac
rifice for the quick and dead; (which is such 
.a notion of the Christian priesthood, as no 
ancient author or ritual ever mentions); 
hut it consists in a power and authority to 
minister publicly according to God's ap
pointment in holy things, or things pertain
ing to God. And there are several parts to 
this power, according to the different parti
cipat.ion of which, in the opinion of Optatus, 
Bishops, Presbyters and Deacons had each 
their respective share in the priesthood. 
Thus it was one act of the priest's of:fice to 
offer up the sacrifice of the people's prayers, 
praises and thanksgivings to God, as their 
mouth and orator, and to make intercession 
to God for them; another part of the office 
was in God's name to bless the people, par
ticularly by admitting them to the benefit 
and priviiege of remission of sins by spirit
ual regeneration or baptism. And thus far 
Deacons were anciently allowed to minister 
in holy things, as mediators between God 
and the people. Upon which account a late 
learned writer joins. entirelywith Optatus, 
in deciaring Deacons to be sharers in this 
lowest degree of the Christian priesthood. 
Above this was the power of offering up to 
God the people's sacrifices at the altar; that 
is, as Mr. Mede and others explain them, 
first tbe eucharistical oblations of bread and 
wiue, to agnize or acknowledge God to be 
the Lord of the cre,1tures; then the sacrifice 
of prayer and than1r8giving in commemora
tion of Chr;st's bloody s:wrifice upon the 
cross, mystically represented in the crea
t~1:res of bread and wine; which whole sa
cred action was commonly called the Chris
tians reasonable unbloocly sacrifice, or the 
sacrifice of the altar. Now the Deacons (RS 
we shall Eee iu another chapter) were never 
allowed to offer these oblatious at lhe altar, 
but H was always a peculif11• act of the Pres
bytcr7S office, which was therefore reckoned 
'" euperior degree of the priesthood. Anoth
er act of the priestly office was to interpret 
the mind and will of God to the people; as 
also to bless then1 solemnly in his name. n 

pps. 24G, 247~ .'?48. 

We now turn to Eusebius, from whose 
writings we obtain further evidence that 
there was a priesthood in the primitive 
Christian church. First, "Polycrates, 
who was Bishop of the church of Ephe
sus,'' says, (Eel. Hist. p.116), "John, that 
rested on the bosom of our Lord, who 
was a priest that bore the sacerdotal 
[priestly] plate." (Thought by some to 
be similar to, if not identical with the 
ephod of the high priest). Eusebius 
says of Origen, "He had not yet ob
tained the pri'.estlwod by the laying on of 
hands."-p. 240. 

Again: 
"At this time Origen, being compelled by 

some necessary affairs of the church, went 
to Greece by way of Palestine, where be re
ceived the ordination to the priesthood, at 
Cesarea, from the bishops of that country." 
-p. 243. 

Much more evidence might be given 
from this source, but this may suffice, as 
we establish the fact by Eusebius that 
there was a priesthood in the primitive 
church, and that it could be obtained 
only by legal ordination, and not by vir
tue of being merely a member, as Mr. 
S. claims. We further see that the 
Apostle John "was a priest that bore 
the sacerdotal plate,''-the insignia of 
the high priest. From Bingham we 
learn by abundant proofs, not only that 
there was in the primitive church an or
dained priesthood, but one of degrees, 
and that it was "no invention" of man, 
but ordained of God, and that none but 
heretics opposed the idea. vV e also learn 
that there were "chief priests,'' "high 
priests," "priests" and "Levites." vV e 
also learn from him of the distinction of 
their respective offices, and of their de
grees of authority and spiritual power. 
vV e also learn how the early Christians 
interpreted l Pet. 2 : 5 and Rev. 1: 6-
that they interpreted it as meaning the 
same as the promise in Ex. 19 : 6, viz., 
that there was in the church "a royal 
priesthood," and not that every member 
was an officiating priest, as .Mr. S. and 
his kind would hold. Such a claim is 
the height of absurdity, and savors 
much of Mystery Babylon." 

I 
Not only was there a priesthood in the 

primitive church, but there were strict 
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rules in regard to its transmission. As 
it was important under the law t.hat "no 
man taketh this honor unto himself, but 
he that is called of God, as was Aaron," 
so under the gospel, it was, and is, essen
tial that no man takes the ministry or 
priesthood upon him, except he be called 
of God and ordained according to the 
divine rule. Persons taking part in the 
ministry must be ordained by those hav
ing authority, otherwise their ministra
tio-ns were valueless. 

To act "in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," 
is to act by their authority. This au
thority no one can get from the Bible, 
but only by being divinely called and 
set apart to minister in that name. It 
would be far more safe and proper for 
persons to read the statutes of our land, 
and then, without being duly called to and 
legally qualified in an office, to undertake 
to officiate therein, than to read the Bi
ble and then, without Ji vine calling and 
consecration, undertake to officiate in 
the things of God. Are the things of God 
less important than those of human gov
ernments? And should they be more 
carefully guarded? Should the offices in 
Christ's church be less protected from 
encroachment, from lawlessness, abuse 
and confusion, than the offices in human 
governments? To state these questions 
is to answer them with any thoughtful, 
unprejudiced mind. 

Continued. 

[From The Chicago Times.] 

The P.11·opbea's Death. 
Continued from page 744, voL 22. 

On the afternoon of June 27, Gov. 
Ford came to Nauvoo with an escort of 
60 men or more, and addressed the citi
zens from a small wooden platform stand
ing near the prophet's house. His ad
dress gave everything into the hands of 
the mob, and, in fa0t, encouraged, by its 
timidity, the spirit of rebellion against 
the laws. He concluded by warning the 
prophet that if they molested anyone 
their city would be fired, and their wives 
and children put to the sword. 

The wives of Joseph and Hyrum set 
on foot a petition praying that the gov
ernor would protect the defenseless 

women and children of the city from 
mob violence. It was signed by large, 
numbers of women, and was received br 
the governor with respect, and even with 
emotion. Joseph's wife presented it in 
person, accompanying it with a brief his
tory of their troubles, and a statement 
of their painful apprehensions. This 
lady is described as large and well built, 
with dark hair, light hazel eyes, and a 
finely moulded bead, much superior to 
her husband's. She was the daughter 
of a Baptist clergyman living on the 
Susquehanna, was naturaily intelligent, 
and in her strange and eventful career 
bad learned much of human nature. 

Before the governor left Carthage the' 
Smiths were held to trial for •riot, andl 
under the impression of securing greater 
safety, did not ask for bail, but consent
ed to be lodged in jail. On the morn
ing before commitment, they were arrest
ed on a charge of high treason, on which, 
however, no examination was bad, and 
no one supposed tliem guilty. The 
troops incessantly demanded to be taken 
to Nauvoo, but the governor declined to 
grant their requests, on the grounds that 
their mutinous spirit would surely lead 
to an attack on the city. He therefore 
disbanded them at Oarthag-e. The 
Smiths were escorted to jail by the Car
thage Grays, their most bitter enemies, 
whose captain had the day before order
ed them to fix bayonets and load with 
ball cartridges to sustain themselves in 
their mutinous action in hissing- Gen. 
Deming. This captain was also the jus
tice of the peace before whom they had 
been arraigned. A lawyer b.v the name 
of Skinner was lieutenant of the com
pany. He had formerly been the coun
sel of the Smiths, but had quarreled with 
them, and now loudly demanded their 
expulsion from the county. '11

0 such 
men Gov. Ford committed the Smiths 
for safe keeping, disbanding, a few hours 
before he left, within a few rods of the 
jail, a thousand or more men whom he 
dare not take with him to Nauvoo for 
fear they would burn the city. 

About the hour the Governor was ad
dressing the Mormons at Nauvoo-six 
o'clock P. M.-some 200 armed men, dis-
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.guised with red, black, and blue paint, 
surrounded the Carthage jail, which was 
guarded by half a dozen of the Grays, the 
rest being half a mile distant. The guards 
fired their guns at the mob, but as they 
were loaded only with wads, nobody was 
hurt. Quickly disarming these valiant 
sentinels, the mob rushed up the stairs 
leading to the second floor, where the pris
oners were confined. The door to their 
room had not even a latch, and Hyrum 
Smith, on seeing the approach of the 
bloodthirsty crew, sprang to it, closed, 
and held it. Instantly a volley of balls 
went crashing through the thin protec
tion into the room, one of them striking 
Hyrum under the eye tind near the nose, 
and enteriug the brain. He reeled back
ward, exclaiming, "0 God, I am a dead 
,man," and at this instant another ball en
tered under his chin and plunged upward 
into his brain. He fell buckward at full 
length and was dead. "While he was 
falling a ball struck his knee, passed 
,through the leg, and out of the 'thigh. 
Another struck his right side, shattered 
the crystal of his watch, and entered 
his body. Some friend had given Jo
seph Smith a revolver, and when his 
brother fell, the mob having pushed the 
door held by himself, Dr. Richards, and 
Taylor, partially open, he passed the 
muzzle into the opening and fired three 
shots into the crowd, a fourth cap miss
ing fire. They were then forced back 
from the door and retreated across the 
room, Smith and Taylor making for the 
window. Taylor put one foot out and 
received four balls in it, fell back into 
the room and crept under a bed. As Jo
seph's head protruded from the window, 
two balls from the outside mob pierced 
his chest, one near the throat, and the 
other lower down and pa.ssing through 
the lungs. He was also fired upon from 
the rear by those inside, one ball enter
ing his back and another his thigh. He 
reeled forward, the blood spurting from 
his wounds at every heart-stroke, plung
ed from the window among the mob out
side, and was dead when he struck the 
ground. 

Now that the deed was done no fur
ther violence was offered to his person. 

Dr. Richards had the lobe of his ear 

carried away by a ball that also left a 
scar over the jugular vein an inch in 
length. He drew Taylor from under 
the bed and hid him in the dungeon, 
saying: "Brother Taylor, I want you to 
live; they will not find you here." B,ich
arcls was Smith's private secretary, and 
Taylor was editor of The Nauvoo Neigh
bor. 

The tragedy was ended and the per
petrators were out of reach before the 
gLrnrd arrived at the jail. The bodies 
of the victims were at first laid in a low
er room of the jail building, and as soon 
as possible were removed to Hamilton's 
tavern. 

Gov. Ford, with his troops, when three 
mile~ out from Nauvoo, met the messen
gel' who had been dispatched to that city 
with the news, arrested him and took 
him back to Carthage, fearing that the 
Mormons would arise and avenge the 
blood of their leaders before he could 
place himself at a safe distance. At Car
thage, he found all parties in the utmost 
consternation. The inhabitants were 
hastily packing up and fleeing for life. 
Old men, women, and children, with cart 
and wagon loads of furniture and bed
ding, and droves of cattle, hogs, and 
mules, fled in the greatest confusion 
from the blood-stained town. Dr. 
R.ichards, Taylor, Hamilton, and a Mr. 
Southwick were the only living per
sons left in the town during the night, 
and they kept watch by the dead bod
ies. On the next day the two corpses, 
wet with blood, were put into boxes of 
rough oak boards, covered with prairie 
hay and an Indian horse-blanket, and 
thus were carried to Nauvoo. Mean
while Governor Ford had indorsed an 
order to the Nauvoo legion to defend 
their city till help could be sent them, 
and had sent a letter to Mrs. Emma 
Smith, by Dr. Richards, advising quiet 
and patience, and in twenty minutes 
thereafter was hurryinng over the prai
rie toward Quincy, confidently expecting 
that the morrow's sun would find only 
heaps of stones and ashes to mark the 
place where Carthage had been. Three 
days later he was receiving and making 
fashionable calls in Quincy. 

Intelligence of the death of the Smiths 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE .L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

reached Nauvoo early on the morning I were kneeling over them, mingling their 
after the assassination, and fell with ter- grief in one wild scream of childish des
rible effect upon the entire community. pair. 
The prophet of God had been slain by "At the house of Hyrum, a little way 
the ungodly. Their feelings were akin off, the scene was not less heart-rending. 
to those of the early apostles when they His wife had gathered her family of four 
learned that Jesus had been crucified. children into the sitting-room, and the 
While preparations were being made to youngest, about four years old, sat on her 
receive the bodies, Dr. Richmond re- lap. The poor and disabled that fed at 
paired to the tavern of the prophet to the table of her husband had come in 
witness the scene with his family. His and formed a group of about twenty 
own words will best describe the heart- around the room. They were all sobbing 
rending details. He says: and weeping, each expressing his grief 

"When I entered the mansion I found in his own peculiar way. Mrs. Smith 
the wife of Joseph seated in a chair in seemed stupified with horror at the deed. 
the center of a small room, weeping and "While these scenes were being enact
wailing bitterly, in a loud and unre- ed in the city the bodies were on their 
strained voice, her face covered with her way from Carthage. To preserve peace 
hands. Rev. Mr. Green came in, and and prepare the citizens to endure the 
as the bitter cries of the weeping woman ordeal with resignation, a general assem
reached his ears he burst forth in tones bly was called at 10 o'clock, A. l\I., which 
of manly grief, and trembling in every was addressed by W.W. Phelps, and by 
nerve, approached Mrs. Smith and ex- Col. Buckmaster, of Alton, aidecamp to 
claimed: '0, Sister Emma, God bless Gov. Ford. No one thought of revenge; 
you!' 'l'hen clasping her head in his all seemed overpowered with grief. At 
hands, he uttered a long and fervent three o'clock in the afternoon the bodies 
prayer for her peace, protection, and res- arrived, in charge of the marshal, Sam
ignation. The first words the poor wom- uel H. Smith, the only surviving broth
an uttered were: 'Why, Oh God, am I er of the murdered men, and followed 
thus affiicted? Why am I a widow and by Dr. Richards, and Mr. Hamilton, of 
my children orphans? Thou knowest I Carthage. They were received, near 
have always trusted in Thy law!' Mr. the temple grounds, by Gen. Joseph 
Green rejoined to her that this affiiction Smith's staff, the major general and staff, 
would be to her a crown of life. She the brigadier general and staff, and oth
answered quickly: 'l\Jy husband was my er commanders of the legion, the city 
crown; for him and my children I have council, and a vast concourse of citizens. 
suffered the loss of all things, and why, The officials formed around the bodies, 
Oh God, am I thus deserted, and my the masses silently opening to give them 
bosom torn with this ten-fold anguish!' way, and as the mournful procession 
I passed into the next room, and the moved on the women broke out in Iam
aged mother of Joseph and Hyrum came entation at the sight of the two rude 
up to me, with a gaze of wild despair, boxes in the wagon, covered by the In
and clasping me with both hands she dian blanket. The weeping was commu
asked -me why they had shot her dear nicated to the crowd, and spread along 
children. Her eyes were dry, and her an- the vast waves of liumanity extending 
guish seemed too deep for tears. She pa- from the temple to the residence of the 
ced the room, turned around, went to the prophet. The groans, and sobs, and 
window, and then to the door of the I shrieks grew deeper and louder, till the 
room where Joseph's wife was still weep- sound resembled the roar of a mighty 
ing, and Mr. Green still praying. tempest, or the slow, deep roar of the 

"In another room the children of Jo- distant tornado. When the bodies ar
seph were all huddled together, the eld- rived at the mansion of Mrs. Emma 
est, an adopted daughter, I think, being Smith, the people, numbering eight or 
about eighteen. Two young boys were ten thousand, mostly Mormons, and in 
lying on the floor, and the other two close sympathy with the deceased, press-
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ed about the house, and the loud wails of 
the mourners outside, and of the family 
within, were truly terrible. Means to 
divert the multitude were finally in req
uisition, to aid in making way for the re
moval of the bodies into the house. 
Judge Phelps, Dr. Richards, and Messrs 
Woods and Reed-the two latter having 
been the Smiths' counsel,-moved to 
different places and began addressing 

·them. Mr. vVoods, who was from Fort 
'Madison, and a lawyer of high standing, 
was very severe in his condemnation of 
the whole affair, and censured Gov. Ford 
in particular for the careiess and guilty 
part he had acted in not protecting the 
prisoners. 

"The bodies were carried into the 
dining-room, and about a dozen resolute 
men who could stand the scent of blood 
were selected to lay them out. This 
occupied an hour or more, and they were 
then ranged under the west windows of 
the rnom, and their families were brought 
in to take a first look of the dead hus
bands, children and fathers. As the door 
opened the prophet's wife entered, with 
two attendants. She advanced a few steps 
toward the body of Hyrum, swooned, 
a.nd feli to the floor. Her friends raised 
her up and gave her water, but she faint
ed again, and was carried out insensible. 

Six times she attempted to see the 
bodies. and six times she was removed 
in the arms of her two attendants. Hy
rum's wife next entered the room with 
her four children supported by no one, 
she having resolved to brave the scene 
with her poor orphans. She trembled 
at every step, and nearly foll, but reached 
her husband's body, kneeled down by 
him, clasped her arms around his head, 
turned his pale face upon her heaving 
bosom, and then. a gushing', plaintive 
wail burst from her lips: ' 0 ! Hyrum, 
Hyrum! Have they shot you, my dear 
Hyrum. Are you dead? 0 ! speak to 
me, my dear husband. I cannot think 
you are dead, my deal' Hyrum!' She 
drew him closer and closer to her bosom, 
kissed his pale lips and face, put her 
hand on his brow and brushed back his 
hair. Her grief seemed to consume her, 
and she lost all power of utterance. Her 
two daughterR, and the two younger chil-

dren, clung, some around her neck and 
some to the body, falling prostrate upon 
the corpse and shrieking, in the wildness 
of their wordless grief In about ten 
minutes Mrs. Emma Smith, wife of the 
prophet, came again into the room, be
tween two attendants, in a half-swooninl!: 
state. She came toward the body of 
Hyrum, and knowing that the sensation 
of feeling a cold, dead body exerts a cal
ming effect on the human nerves, I took 
her hand and laid it on Hyrum's brow, 
and in a moment her strength returned. 
She murmured something in a low tone 
that I did not hear, her eyes opened, 
and she said to her friends, 'Now I can 
see him; I am strong now.' She walked 
alone to her husband's bed, kneeled down, 
clasped him around his face, and sank 
upon his body. Suddenly her grief found 
vent, and sighs and groans and words 
and lamentations filled the room. 'Joseph, 
,Joseph,' said she, 'are you dead? Have 
the assassins shot you?' Her children, 
four in number, gathered around their 
weeping mother, and the dead body of 
a murdered father, and grief that words 
cannot embody seemed to overwhelm the 
whole group. She continued to speak 
in low tones, but none of the words were 
audible save those which I have record
ed. 

While the two wives were bewailing 
their loss, and prostrate on the floor with 
their eight children, I noticed a lady 
standing at the head of Joseph Smith's 
body, her face covered, and her whole 
frame convulsed with weeping. She was 
the widow of William Morgan, of Ma
sonic memory, and twenty years before 
had stood over the body of her husband, 
found at the mouth of Oak Orchard 
creek, on Lake Ontario. She was now 
the wife of a Mr. Harris, whom she mar
ried in Batavia, and who was a saint in 
the Mormon church, and a high Mason. 
She is a short person, with light hair 
and very bright blue eyes, and a pleasing 
countenance. I had called on her a few 
days previous to this occasion, and while 
conversing with her, put my hand on a 
gilt-edged volume lying on the stand. 
It was 'Stearns on Masonry,' and con
tained the likeness of William Morgan. 
She said she had taken it out, and 
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-thought if the mob did come, and she 
was obliged to flee, or jump into the 
Mississippi, she would take it with her." 

The multitude dispersed about dark, 
and the next day was set apart for the 
people to come and see the bodies of the 
two brothers. They commenced assem
bling at an early hour, and the city, the 
river, and the surrounding couptry 
swarmed with men and women during 
the whole day. The scene around the 
bodies of the dead men was too horrible 
to witness. Hyrum was shot in the 
brain, and bled none, but by noon his 
body was so swollen-the neck and face 
forming one bloated mass-that no one 
·could recognize it. Joseph's blood con
tinued to poor out of his wounds, which 
had been filled with cotton; the muscles 
relaxed and the gory fluid trickled down 
on the floor and formed in puddles across 
the room. Tar, vinegar, and sugar were 
kept burning on the stove to enable per
sons to stay in the apartment. In order 
to see the bodies, thousands passed in at 
one door and out at another, tracking 
their feet in the prophet's blood. The 
fumes of the tar and the stench of death 
were terrible, and still from morning till 
night they came and went, and in the 
house for the livelong day the lament of 
sorrow was heard. The day was clear; 
the sun stole down on the western sky 
and set in a cloudless field of blue, glanc
ing his rays on the thronging mass of 
nearly 20,000 persons, that now began 
to move off in every direction. The 
rooms were then cleaned and the bodies 
put in coffins and concealed in a small 
closet opening from the dininghall. Two 
bags of sand had been prepared, and also 
two rough, outside coffins into which the 
others were appearently to be put, but 
instead of that, these outside boxes re
-0eived the bags of sand and were sealed 
up. W. W. Phelps had called the pop
ulace away to read to them the sixth 
chapter of Revaletions. The prophet, 
on the day before his death, while in jail 
at Carthage, had sent word to his follow
·ers to read that chapter, for it was about 
to be fulfilled. From this, and many 
other acts of the man's life, it appears 
that he regarded himself as the appoint
·ed instrument in God's hand, to repre-

sent some new and singular event in the 
history of men. The multitude, after the 
reading, returned to the residence of Jo
seph Smith, and received what they sup
posed to be the bodies of the two men, 
but in reality the two bags of sand. The 
families of the Smiths had resolved on 
burying the bodies secretly, and conceal
ing the fact from all persons but twelve 
chosen friends, and the families of the 
murdred men. The coffins containing 
the bodies remained secreted in the small 
closet while the boxes and bags of sand 
were carried in solemn procession to the 
city cemetery, followed by a vast con
course who chanted and wept around the 
graves of the leaders whom they really 
supposed they were burying. 

vVhen the Mormons began to rear 
their gorgeous temple, two tombs of 
hewn stone were built on the west side 
of the edifice, one for Joseph Smith and 
the other for Sydney Rigdon. These 
vaults were both completetl, but the 
friends dare not trust the bodies there 
for fear they would be violently removed 
by enemies. The task of conducting the 
actual burial was confided to William 
Marks. "l was at the time," says the 
doctor, "staying with this man as a guest 
and old friend, and became possessed of 
the facts now stated through him. I 
made an earnest appeal, through him, to 
be permitted to aid in carrying the bod
ies, at midnight, to their final resting
place, but as I was a total stranger to all 
but him they refused, on the ground 
that it would be a breach of the regula
tions, to which they had agreed to ad
here." Two graves had been secretly 
prepared for their reception, and mid
night was the appointed hour to remove 
the bodies. At 12 o'clock precisely the 
bodies were brought from the closet into 
the dining-room. The orders were 
about to be given, when the labors of all 
were arrested by a clap of thunder that 
shook the very heavens and made the 
earth quake and tremble. The placid 
face of the Mississippi was covered for a 
time with ripples, as though a light, 
sighing night-wind had passed over the 
stream, breathing out a last requiem to 
the souls of the departed. The day had 
been intensely hot; the sun set in glow. 
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ing splendor down behind the broad 
prairie; the night was calm and warm; 
the stars glimmered in the blue dome of 
heaven, and no signs of a storm appear
ed. At about ten o'clock a cloud. black 
and jagged, rose on the western horizon, 
rode slowly up the vault of night, alone 
and unconnected with any other cloud, 
till it hung directly in mid air over the 
City of the Saints. Precisely at twelve 
o'clock, while the men were removing the 
bodies from the closet, and had the cof-

. fins in their hands, this crashing, fright
ful peal broke in the zenith, fearful 
enough to stir the dead in their shrouds. 
The bodies were deposited on the floor 
in singular haste. The company became 
pale with terror, appalled by the strange 
fear which death, darkness, and thunder 
create. A candle glimmered on the ta
ble, and revealed the faces of these sor
row and terror-stricken men to each oth
er. Popular superstition has always 
connected the movements in nature with 
the death of singular and great men, and 
the doctor confesses that this strange 
feeling came over him strongly at the 
time. He was standing in the open 
street, watching for the procession to 
pass out by a back way. Two lighter 
peals quickly followed the grand explo
sion, the cloud retired toward the hori
zon, and in an hour no signs of it were 
to be seen. 

It was half an hour before the friends 
could rally courage enough to remove 
the bodies. They were alone with the 
·dead, with enemies all around them, and 
nature seemed in commotion, hoarsely 
muttering among the clouds of heaven. 
During this parley they resolved on a 
new place of deposit for the bodies. 
The reasons for this were thus given by 
Mr. Marks: He had been for ten years 
very intimately acquainted with the 
prophet, and regarded him as a most 
singular and eccentric man. Smith fully 
believed he was to found a church that 
would live forever, and at times showed 
strange freaks of personal behavior. 
During the spring, Marks and Joseph 
had been spending the day in a secluded 
part of the city grounds, and had vis
ited a singular cave which they had 
discovered and explored. When they 

emerged, they sat down on some stones 
near the mouth. Smith dropped his. 
head and seemed lost in reverie for a 
time. At length both rose and. walked' 
in silence for a short distance, when 
Smith suddenly turned around and threw 
his cane at the mouth of the cave, at the 
same time asking Marks if he knew what 
the cave was intended for. Marks re
pli'ed that he did not, and Smith rejoined:· 
"I do, and you will also. It is connected' 
with my history.'' They then walked 
on, and the incident had passed from 
memory till the occurrenee of the thun
der-clap, when Marks said the scene re
curred to him with such force that he· 
resolved at once to hide the bodies in 
that cave. These facts were made· 
known to the company, and that cave· 
did become a part of the prophet's his
tory, as the bodies were carried thither 
through the shades of night and depos
ited. It was on the night of June 2!}' 
that the sepulture in the cave was made, 
and on July 1, Phelps, Richards, and 
Taylor issued the following remarkable 
circular to "The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints.'' 

''Deeply impressed for the welfare of 
all, while mourning the great loss of· 
President Joseph Smith, our prophet 
and seer, we have considered that the 
occasion demanded of us a word of con
solation. As has been the case in an·• 
ages, these saints have fallen martyrs for 
the truth's sake, and their escape from 
a wicked world, in blood to bliss, only 
strengthens our faith and confirms our 
religion as pure and holy. We, there
fore, as servants of the :Most High God, 
having the Bible, the Book of Mormon, 
and book of Doctrine and Covenants, to
gether with thousands of witnesses for 
Jesus Christ, would beseech the Latter 
Day Saints in Nauvoo, and elsewhere, to 
hold fast to the faith that has been de
livered to them in the latter days, abid
ing in the perfect law of the gospel. Be· 
peaceable, quiet citizens, doing the 
works of righteousness, and as soon as 
the twelve, and other authorities, can as
semble, or a majority of them, the on
ward course of the great gathering of Is
rael, and the final consummation of the 
dispensation of the fullness of times, wilr' 
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be pointed out; so that the murder of Abel, of the church, prophet of the Lord, and 
the assassination of hundreds, the right- preacher to the Saints. A fanatic' might 

.. eous blood of all the holy prophets from have done all these things, but a fool 
Abel to Joseph, sprinkled with the best I never could have compassed one of them. 
blood of the Son of God, as the crimson 
sign of remission, only carries conviction A Monster Uude1·taki11~. 
to the business and bosoms of all flesh, Says a recent bulletin of the agricul-

·that the cause is just and will continue; tural department: The reclamation of 
and blessed are they that hold out faith- the Zuyder Zee has long been contem
ful to the end; while apostates, consent- plated by the Dutch people and govern-

. ing to the shedding of blood, have no ment in whom the hereditary instinct of 
forgiveness in this world nor in the conquest from the sea still survives. At 

·world to come. Union is peace, breth- the late session of the legislative body 
ren, and eternal life is the greatest gift an appropriatif;m was made for soundings 
of God. Rejoice then, that you are and survey. It is now proposed to re-
found worthy to live and die for God. claim about half the surface of the inlet 
Men may kill the body, but they can- designated as the Zuyder Zee by some 
not hurt the soul, and wisdom shall be geographers, or the whole of it accord-

.. justified of her children; Amen!" ing to others. An enormous dyke, 40 
Another specimen of the peculiar lit- kilometers or 24.85 miles long, is to be 

erature of the time is an indignant and constructed from Kempen, near the 
yet pathetic poem, written by Eliza R. mouth of the Y ssel river, on the eastern 

·Snow, a young lady who formerly resid- shore, to Enkhuizel, on the western 
ed in Auburn, 0., and which evinces shore. The dyke is to be 23 feet above 

·considerable genius and great earnest- the water surface, with a parapet, 16~· 
ness of character, but the address, above feet high and ten feet wide on the top, 

.given, will suffice to give a sufficiently sloping down to an exterior berme or 
definite idea of the spirit that actuated bench, 10 feet wide and 6~ feet above 
.the Mormons in these trying times. the water. An interior berme will serve 

·Their leaders had just been killed; they first as a tow-path to a canal, and after-
were menaced by enemies; the governor wards as a track for a railway after the 
had sent a delegation from Qu.incy to reclamation shall have been finished. 

cascertain whether they were for peace or The dyke will cost 53,000,000 francs, or 
war; they had declared for peace, and over $10,500,000, and the entire ex
the governor had issued an address stat- pense of the whole work is estimated at 
ing that they had done all that their en- 180,000,000 florins, $87,120,000, allow
emies could demand; Missouri was still ing a value of one-tenth of a British 
fresh in their memory; two days after pound sterling for each florin. The area 
the interment of the murdered prophet embraced in the project is about481,864 
a large meeting at Quincy had voted for acres, or which 46,950 acres will be 
their expulsion from the state; and yet needed for highways, canals, basins, etc. 
in the face of all this they shouted for The remainder, 434,914 acres, will 
Zion in the name of God. Whether represent the amount of land disposal 
fools or fanatics, or both, or neither, for at a cost of about $200 per acre. 
their actions stamp them as a class deep- Last December, the government sold 885 
ly in earnest. acres ofland reclaimed from "Wykermeer, 

Joseph Smith's career was measured at an average of $1051,09 per acre. At 
by sixteen years, and yet he had organ- this rate per acre the national treasury 
ized a powerful church, built cities and would receive a prompt reimbursement 
temples, and carried on war, been a pres- of the expense, with a surplus of 400 
idential candidate, and at his death was per cent., or a clear profit of over $370, 
an extensive merchant, a hotel-keeper, 000,000. This however, is somewhat 
had nearly 1,000 acres of land under excessive, but the surplus could scarcely 
cultivation, was major general of the be less than $200,000,000. There is a 

;,:legion, mayor of Nauvoo, first president difference of opinion as to the time nee-
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essary to complete the work, the esti
mates varying from twelve to sixteen 
years. The average depth of the Zuyder
Zee is stated at 41- meters, or about 16~ 
feet, and the total volume of water to be 
drained, at over 7,500,000,000 cubic 
yards. A steam machinery of less than 
10,000 horse power could expel the water 
within the embankments within two 
years. The new province of Zuyder
Zee will be the tenth province of the 
kingdom, and will cover an area of seven 
hundred and fifty-three square miles, a 
little less than two average counties of 
Ohio. It will constitute about one
eighteenth of the surface of Holland. 
It will be a welcome addition to the 
productive area of this industrious king
dom, and will add greatly to the national 
wealth and resources. 

-~Look Here.-The small colored label with 
your name printed on, on the margin of your 

paper, if it is one of a package; or on the wrapper if 
sent separately; also shows the date to which_ your 
subscription is pa.id. 

For instance, l.5Dee'd5 means that your Hera'ld 
subscription will run out on the 15th day of December 
1875. Renew your subscription in time. 

JOSEPH SMITH, - - - EDITOR. 
M. B. OLIVER, ASSISTANT EDITOR. 

Plano, Ill., January 1, 1876. 

CHRISTIAN FORBEARANCE. 

TRIS is a singular and very rare virtue; is 
seldom innate, and where inherent, is never 
so strong in itself as to render cultivation 
unnecessary. This virtue is to be acquired 
by practice; a constant performance of 
those things demanded of the christian in 
his daily intercourse with his fellow men. 
There are not many days in the lives of 
Saints-Christians-in which there are not 
opportunities for calling into exercise this 
virtue; and in no one direction is there 
more need of its exercise, than in that of 
belief and speech. 

:M:en differ widely in their mental consti
tutions, and in their ability to receive and 
retain moral impressions; and so seriously '; 

does this difference affect the body of be
lievers, that there is the greatest need of" 
the active intervention of this christian for
bearance; and that too among otherwise
excellent Saints. 

Proscription is, and has ever been, the 
bane of the Church; and the fierce anathe
mas of the strictly "orthodox" sentiment 
have ever been lying intrenched, ready to 
be hurled at the daring, or unfortunate,. 
man or men, who have staggered, or de
liberately stepped over the prescribed 
boundaries of belief or practice. 

We do not all think exactly alike ; we do 
not all, as yet, see "eye to eye ; " that is, to 
define this expression as it is usually under
stood, we do not understand and see each 
and all subjects, exactly alike. Nor is it. 
to be expected that, not seeing exactly alike,. 
we shall all express our thoughts and views. 
in the same language, or even in approxi
mate language the one with the other. 

This inability to see, or this failure to 
see, should, in itself, form a bond of sym
pathy, between those who hold grand, 
fundamental truths together, and alike; it 
should, of itself, save the weak from the 
aggressiveness and haughtiness of the 
strong; and also protect the strong from 
the peevishness and querulousness of the 
weak; but where this fails to accomplish 
this end; there is then ample room and an 
absolute necessity for the intervention of· 
the God-like, Christ.like, Saint-like forbear
ance; and where this intervention is not 
had-peace departs and pity weeps. 

We are almost inclined to supplement 
the apostle's expression, "Whence come· 
wars and fightings?" with "From your in-
tolerance, your failure to forbear one with 
another." Nor would we be very far from, 
the truth, in making the statement. 

vVe must be more forbearing and toler
ant; or we shall not be even imitative 
Christians, let alone being Christians in· 
very deed. 

"THEY are not going to fool us so easy this. 
time." 

This is a comment upon the tithing ques
tion, .which has lately reached us, by the· 
kindness of a friend. 

There are two good things in the expres--

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 17 

sion, or rather, there are two motives be
hind the expression, that are commendable. 
One is, the caution displayed in providing 
against being fooled; the other is the 
strong disposition not to be blindly fooled, 
which is so clearly stated; it is a shot 
aimed at the center, and which does not 
miss. 

But; and we must crave pardon for re
plying to the unspoken thoughts of many, 
who think just as the author of the expres
sion quoted, but who do not speak so bold
ly; to whom does the pronoun "they" re
fer? Who are "they" that are not going to 
"fool us?" Somebody is represented by 
this word "they,'' in the minds of the peo
ple who use it. Hence there are three bad 
tlilings in the expression. One is, some
body is charged, indirectly, with a desire 
and an intention to "fool" some other body 
or bodies; another is, the tithing is the 
method to be used for thus fooling these 
somebodies; and another is, the "us" desig
nates the ones upon whom this attempt to 
fool is tried to be the Saints, the people of 
the Church. How strangely the expression 
sounds. The representatives of the Church, 
of whom it is expected that they shall de
fine the duties of the Saints, according to 
the best light given to them, are asked their 
view upon a certain law, or clause of the 
law, to which all subscribe; they proceed 
in an open manner to answer the question, 
which, by chance, appertains to monetary 
affairs, and state briefly their view. It is 
well known that every financial transaction, 
every receipt into and expenditure from 
the general Church coffers is reported by 
the Bishop's Agents to the District Confer
ences, and by the Bishop to General Con
ference; the people of the Church thus 
virtually keeping an open account with 
themselves of what is paid by themselves 
into the treasury to themselves; and also, 
of what is paid out by themselves from the 
treasury to themselves, or to others for 
their benefit. Hence, the view expressed, 
which is construed to be an effort to "fool" 
somebody, is only the pointing out the 
method of carrying on this needed pay
ment to and from the treasury. 

Besides this, it should be .remembered 
by all, and this includes those who are de-

termined not to be "fooled," that the first 
requirement of the method referred to is a, 

willingness to give; for it is a gift, though 
it is called a payment; and if there be no 
willingness, none of the other rules apply. 
The next requirement, absolutely essential, 
is something to give; for if there be noth
ing to give, then of necessity none of the 
other rules apply. The next is, there being 
both a willingness and an ability, then car
ry the willingness into effect, in the meth
od suggested. 

How widely different from the expres
sion, found at the outset of this article, are 
the following: 

"Br. Joseph, I am glad a consecration is 
asked for." 

"Br. Joseph, you have spoken in plain 
terms; no ambiguity in that." 

"Your editorial on tithing is plain and 
satisfactory; those who want to pay, can 
now have no excuse that they have not 
been told how." 

We quote these last only as partial off. 
sets to the first; and also, to show how dif
ferently the same instruction is regarded 
by different men, and all perhaps equally 
good in thought and purpose. 

THE Voice of Truth, an Adventist journal, 
published at Battle Creek, Michigan, has 
reached us by the kindness of Br. Frank
lin, of Flintville, Wisconsin. In the num
ber sent is Elder J. H. Waggoner's article, 
"Try the Spirits," to which we replied in 
the HERALD some time ago. 

Br. Franklin wonders that Elcler Wag
goner, as well as other denominational 
ministers, deem it essential to have their 
say of "J\Iormonism." If they were to tell 
the truth about us, as a people, and the 
doctrine we teach, it would be damaging 
to them, very materially so; hence policy, 
and the spirit of their association compel 
them to object to both the people and the 
doctrine, and lacking truthful grounds of 
objection, they use rumor and erroneous 
statements assumed to be truths on which 
to found an argument. This does very 
well until faced by the truth, it is then 
found wanting. We commend our reply 
to Elder Waggoner's article to Br. Frank
lin's attention. Elder Waggoner's effort is. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



18 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

-0f the same kind as Mr. Sheldon's, to which 
Br. Blair is now replying, in the HERALD. 
Br. Franklin writes that he wrote to the 
publishers of the Voice of T1'Uth, asking 
space for a reply to 'Vaggoner's article; 
but it was refused him. 

WHY was the form of the HERALD not 
changed? 'Vhy, the Board of Publication 
held no meeting, only two of the five put
ting in an appearance on the clay appoint
-ed. Quite a large number of the Confer
ences and subscribers are in favor of a 
change; a few, a respectable minority of 
those who have written us favor the change 
io a weekly issue, but prefer present form. 

There is certainly a need for a weekly 
journal; one that shall meet the require. 
ments of a general newspaper, something 
not quite so precious as the HERALD may 
be as a book of reference, but still above 
the ordinary secular country newspaper. 
There is a kind of information of much 
value to the every clay Saint, which we are 
-Obliged to withhold on account of the lim
ited space in which to give it. There is 
-another sort, which is olcl before the HER
ALD reaches the Saint's home, because of 
ihe time between issues. There is also a 
class of advertisements which would be of 
worth to the Saints, and no harm to their 
religion; but these of course we can not 
receive, for want of space. There are oth-
13r reasons, but we present these as enough 
for the time being. 

WE shall be under the necessity of striking 
,out of our list the names of those whose 
subscription expires with this number, un
less they reuew. Subscribers for both 
HERALD and HOPE should remember that 
we prepay postage on all that we send out 
from the offiee; and that if only the $2 for 
the HERALD and 50 cents for the HOPE is 
sent, we necessarily deduct from the num
bers of issues enough to make the payment 
,even. Some are by this means shortened 
,one, two, or three papers, and think we 
'have macle a mistake; when the mistake is 
the other way. For instance, we lately re
,ceivecl two dollars from a brother, who in 
his letter says, "Here are two dollars for 
the HERALD and HOPE another year." 

Now when he sees his papers, the label 
will tell him he is short several months. 
He may write us that he paid, at such a 
elate, for the full year, when this is the way 
he paid, he sent two dollars to pay for what 
should cost two and a half dollars, subscrip
tion price, and twenty.five cents for postage, 
fifteen for HERALD and ten for HOPE. vVe 
make mistakes enough; but don't make 
all of them. 

WE conclude, in this issue, the communi
cation from the Times about the death of 
the martyrs. We correct one or two errors, 
only. Samuel H. was not the "only sur
viving brother of Joseph and Hyrum 
Smith." He was a marshal, we believe, and 
may have had charge at the time referred 
to; he did not live a great while after the 
scenes related transpired. He, died as 
many noble men have died, heart brnken, 
and of disease engendered by exposure in 
the service of his fellows. William Smith, 
another brother of Joseph and 'Hyrum, 
was then, and is still living; but, as he 
was absent from Nauvoo, at the time of the 
murder, Dr. Richmond may have not 
learned about him.· There were only three 
boys, children, of the family of Joseph re
ferred to, David was not born until N ovem
ber 17th, tollowing the assassination. 

We had an opportunity some ten years 
ago to procure the manuscript, from which 
this article was printed, but failed for ob
vious reasons; and we think its present 
appearance one of those opportune occur
rences, which, if not designed by provi
dence, are at least so far providential in 
character and effect, that we should be 
thankful for them. This account was 
written bya man who was present in Nau
voo; and not being a member of the 
Church, can not be suspected of bias in 
their favor. It is now read by thousands; 
whereas, had we obtained it, a few hundred 
on:ly, at most, would probably have ever 
seen it. 

PROF. s. S. BALDWIN, who signs himself 
"Spiritual Exposer," has been attacking 
the manifestations regarded by Spiritual
ists as being infallible tests, at Omaha, 
Nebraska, to large audiences, and if we 
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believe what the Omaha press says about 
it, he is doing much to dissipate belief in 
those tests. The Professor closes a com
munication to the paper, clippings from 
which are sent us by a brother, in the fol
lowing manner : 

"And now, to conclude, I will pay Five 
Hundred Dollars for any spirit test I can 
not duplicate or explain, for any medium 
I can not expose, if allowed to see their 
seances." 

BR. R. D. COTTAM, of St. Louis, Missouri, 
has sent us some St. Louis evening papers, 
in which the effort there being made by 
the Saints is noticed. From these notices, 
and from Br. Blair's letters, we conclude 
that there is quite an awakening of Saints 
in that metropolitan city. A brief note by 
Br. Cottam signifies that "Elders from Salt 
Lake have been there, and have left for 
Pittsburgh; because, to use their own 
words, they 'can do no good there.' " 

Br. H. A. Stebbins arrived at home De
cember 22d. He is feeling fairly well 
again, and at once commenced his office 
duties. During his stay in Chicago, he 
preached twice on Sunday, the 19th, at 354, 
West Lake Street. Some are nearly ready 
for baptism, and he thinks that the pros
pect is bright for a speedy opening there 
in a central location, from which some 
able Elders may successfully present the 
claims of the Reorganized Church to the 
people of that city. Br. Francis Earl and 
himself made an effort to get a prominent 
hall, but the nearness of the holidays and 
season of amusements caused all popular 
places to be in use. However, Br. Earl 
will take advantage of the first opportunity 
in engaging a hall, and the friends believe 
that a wide spread interest will be mani
fested. It is truly to be desired that this 
large city may soon havlfa chance to hear 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, as.re
stored in the latter days. 

Our news from various quarters is quite 
encouraging; though some parts of it are 
diversified in character. Br. Clapp writes: 
"I think I have got a strong helper now." 
He refers to the adhesion of a brother 
Evangelist from the Campbellites, whom 
he lately baptized. He adds, "Br. Buell 
will no doubt write you about him." 

Br. S. Bailey writes from Sedgwick, Iowa,.~ 
thinks that Hyrum Smith did not give the 
counsel referred to in a late letter in the 
HERALD; and urges the following reasons: 
Firstly, it would be unwise counsel; sec
ondly, it would have been contrary to the 
gospel of peace of which he was a minis
ter; thirdly, it would be contrary to all the 
rest of his teachings; fourthly, it is hear
say evidence." He further writes, "I would 
like to learn whether you endorse the shoot
ing theory, or not." We wonder whether 
Br. Bailey knows now whether we endorse 
said theory, or not. 

Attention is called to the letter of Br. 
John Stone in this issue. The man Grist 
is, of course, at liberty to preach where 
any one wishes to hear him; but he cer
tainly is not entitled to officiate in the name 
of the Church. Saints will do well to be 
careful. 

"A Preacher's Experience" was, we 
think, concluded. 

We learn by letter from Br. A. B. Johns, 
Genoa, Carson Valley, Nevada, that Br. A .. 
II. Smith was on his way home on the 6th 
ultimo. Br. Smith had preached at Genoa 
and at Carson City, when Br. Johns wrote. 
His health has not been good for some 
months, as we learned from Br. D. S. Mills, 
but we judge that he is better. 

It is said that two of the Elders from 
Salt Lake have left St. Louis, Missouri, for 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. If they. reach 
that smoky metropolis, it is to be hope<l 
that Brn. Ells, Brown and others will offer 
them the gage of theological battle. As. 
Br. R. D. Cottam, of St. Louis, says, "Make 
it hot for them," by way of defending the 
faith and the people. 

Presidents of branches desiring Br. T .. 
W. Smith to visit them, should address him 
at once; giving exact location. His ad
dress will be St. Joseph, Missouri, until 
further notice. 

Conference minutes of the Montana Dis
trict came to hand too late for inse1tion,. 
prior to the time set for its next meeting. 
The Conference convened at Willow Creek, 
September 26th, J.E. Reese, president, and 
adjourned to meet at Reese Creek, on the 
last Saturday and Sunday in November,. 
1875. 
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A commendable feature in the proceed
ings of the Montana District Conference, 
was the passage of a resolution to sustain 
the HERALD as a weekly paper, in doing 
all ihey can in their power to increase its 
circulation, and to this end, a committee 
was appointed to secure subscribers out. 
side of the Church. The Kewanee District 
Conference also passed a resolution, in har. 
mony with the above and in support of the 
proposed change of the HERALD to a 
weekly paper. Similar resolutions have 
been passed by Central Nebraska and oth
er Districts. We hope soon to hear from 
all by resolution. 

Mrs. Emma J. Parker, daughter of Br. 
Elansing Smith, whose death notice ap
pears in this issue of the HERALD, would 
be pleased to have an Elder call at Stew
artsville, Olmstead County, Minnesota. 
They want light and the ministration of a 
.servant of God. A good field seems to be 
open there for an ingathering. Who will 
answer the earnest call that comes from 
that part of the country for ministerial la
bor? 

By the Nebraska City Press, we learn 
that Br. David Leeka, while at work lately 
in his mills, at Plum Hollow, Iowa, was 
caught in the belting of the gearing, and 
badly crushed. It was thought he could 
not live. lN e have not learned the issue 
yet. 

Mr. Thompson, of the Tribune, Chicago, 
·editorial corps, gave us a call on Decem
ber 22d, 1875. He spent some two or three 
hours with us, "taking notes." We pre
sume he will "print 'em." 

Br. R. J. Anthony arrived at Cairo, Illi
nois, on the 11th ult;, en route for his field 
of labor in Kentucky, with Br. John Han
sen. He goes with a sense of the import
ance of his mission. May he never lose 

. sight of that importance, and the necessity 
of divine wisdom to guide him. 

There-"I t<'Jld you so." Prof. Swing's 
central church is about assured. See item 
from Gliicago Times in this issue. 

THE following extracts, cut from the Week
ly Herald, a newspaper published in or 
near to Usborne, Canada, are significant; 
much more so when it is stated that they 

were both cut from the same number, that 
of November 25th, 1875. 

It was "intolerance and bigotry" for 
Catholics to object to Guibord, an excom
municated Catholic, being buried in a 
cemetry in which he owned a lot, upon the 
reason that it would pollute the sanctity of 
consecrated ground; but it is commend
able indeed for the B. C. Church, whatever 
that may be, to object to and prevent a 
funeral service being performed by a Lat
ter Day Saint Elder. 

It is not difficult to determine the nature 
of the principle involved in both of these 
cases: 

"The Bishop of Montreal has carried out 
his threat of cursing the plot of ground in 
which Guibord's remains are interred, and 
separating it from the rest of the cemetery. 
We think this act is calculated to do more 
harm than good. Without entering into 
the question of whether such an act will 
expose the church to an action for damages 
or not, we are certain that it will create an 
enquiry among thinking men which will 
not be very favorable to the exercise of 
such a power. The malignity displayed 
by the clergy in this instance is equal to 
anything displayed which we read of in 
the dark ages. Evidently the Church of 
Rome is consistent, if she is nothing else. 
But consistency is a very questionable 
qualification when it dates back to the in
tolerance and bigotry of the thirteenth 
century. If the church authorities of Que
bec are anxious to drive all independent 
thinking men into other denominations, 
they could not hit upon a better method 
than that adopted in the case of Guibord." 
"THE LATE FUNERAL 'SCENE' IN USBORNE. 

"To the Editor of the Exter Times; Dem· 
Sir:-Allow me to correct the statement8 
in yqur last issue concerning the burial of 
the late Mrs. Small. The whole article 
misrepresents the case, and is thus qalcula
tecl to mislead the public. It is stated that 
after the conversion of Mrs. Small to the 
faith of the Latter Da.y Saints, an ill-feeling 
was aroused wlhch grew in intensity, and 
at one time resulted in a pitched battle . 
Allow me to say that until the death of 
Mrs. Small the B. C. Church in Elimville 
have never had any collision with the 
Mormons, or Latter Day Saints, and hear 
but little of their doings in Usborne but 
from reports. I did not refuse the burial 
of Mrs. Small in the B. C. burying ground, 
but only refused to allow the Mormon 
preacher to perform the ceremony in the 
graveyard. When Mrs. Small died, on 
Friday, the 6th, Mr. Small, without con
sulting the trustees, secured the services of 
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the sexton to dig the grave. It became 
known on Saturday evening that the funer
al would take place on Sunday, and that 
the Mormon preacher would conduct the 
services. On Sunday morning, word was 
sent to the friends of the deceased that 
there would be no objection to the burial 
of the corpse, but they must secure the ser
vices of some evangelical minister to per
form the ceremony in the graveyard, and 
if they desired, the pastor of the church 
would meet them at the gate for this pur
pose, but the Mormon preacher would not 
be allowed to perform the ceremony in the 
graveyard. Notwithstanding these in
structions, the funeral proceeded to the 
graveyard, when I closed the gates and 
told the preacher that if he wished to per
form the ceremony he must do it outside, 
as he would not be allowed to do it in the 
graveyard. No altercation took place; 
the service was performed outside, and the 
body taken inside and interred, although, 
as you say, llfr. Small does not own any 
property in said graveyard. I further state 
that I felt to preserve the honor of the B.C. 
Church and the Christian public in gener-
2J, I could not allow or countenance those 
teachers of Joe Smith and Brigham Young 
by allowing them to enter our churches 
and graveyards to conduct religious servi-
ces. Yours truly, THOMAS \VERRY. 

"Usborne, Nov. 12." 

LOOKING Gr.Ass, Douglass Co., Oregon, 
Nov. 29th, 1875. 

Br. Joseph:-There are very few Saints 
in this country. With the exception of two 
or three branches in the Willamette Val
ley, the Saints are so widely scattered that 
it is not practicable to organize branches; 
but we look for better times. The Holy 
Spirit is beginning to operate on the hearts 
of the people; many are beginning to 
search after the truth, ancl I think we will 
have an ingathering soon. Br. Clapp has 
been doing a good work in the last three 
or four months; he has baptized twenty
four, ancl many more are believing. Br. 
Clapp has lately baptized a man of great 
worth. He has been a Camp bellite preach
er fifteen years, he was one of their ablest 
preachers; but as an honest man he yield
ed to the truth, and obeyed the gospel, ancl 
will soon be ready to devote his time to 
the ministry; he is a man of power, ancl 
will wield a mighty influence for good. 

.Br. Clapp is a good man ancl doing a 
good work; but he has a heavy burden 
upon his shoulders. There are calls for 
preaching in every direction, and we feel 
like praying to our heavenly Father to 
send more laborers into the field. 

I am trying to clo all the good I can; I 

can not preach much, my lungs are worn ~ 
out; but I am determined, so long as my 
heavenly Father spares my life, my voice 
shall be heard in defense of the truth. My 
whole heart is in the work. May the good 
Lord help us to live the life of the right
eous. Our enemies are watching us. Br. 
Joseph, remember us in your prayers, and 
we will ever pray that our heavenly Fath .. 
er will bless you, ancl all the Saints, ancl 
ever keep us humble. We know this work 
is of Goel, for the signs follow the believer. 

Yours in the bonds of the everlasting 
covenant, L. BUELL. 

PARIS, Indiana, 
Nov. 21st, 1875. 

B1·. Joseph:-We are still striving to build 
up the kingil.om of Goel in this section of 
country. I attended our district confer
ence, of which Br. J. R. Lambert has given 
you an account. After returning home I 
preached in Paris Crossing, and at Bear 
Creek, in this (Jefferson) County', to full 
houses, with increasing interest. I am to 
preach at the last named place this even
ing. To-morrow night I commence a 
twelve nights' discussion with a Methodist 
preacher, a fresh import from Michigan, 
who promises not only to demolish us, but 
to convert us all to Methodism; saying that 
at the close of the discussion, the Saints 
will be glad to call on him to pray for 
them. He is very boastful, manifesting a 
great deal of arrogance and self esteem. 

He came into this neighborhood about a 
year ago, got up a great revival, made 
about forty converts, ancl upon leaving 
here, he told the people that the Mormons 
were operating a few miles away, and 
might possibly come here to propagate 
their pernicious doctrines. "If they do," 
said he, "just send for me, ancl I will come 
ancl clean them out." So when I moved 
into this neighborhood last spring, I told 
the people that they hacl better send for the 
great Goliah of Michigan, for the wolf hacl 
come. I commenced preaching in the 
same house where he held his great revival, 
ancl many of the new converts backslid
or, as I call it, lost their grip. Some of the 
faithful(?) sent for the giant to come and 
see to his flock; and sure enough, a few 
clays ago he put in an appearance, full of 
wrath and vengeance. "Like a mighty 
avalanche he came clown upm.1 us." I was 
on hand at his first meeting, ancl such a 
sermon; it was a tirade of slang and abus
ive language; the Saints coming in for the 
largest share, they were assigned the hot
test place in hell, the Catholics next, and 
the Adventists last, getting the third degree 
of fire and brimstone. "Degrees in hell!" 
something new in Methodism. At the 
close of his discourse I arose and went for 
him, (mildly of course), and challenged 
him to meet me in public debate; at first he 
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seemed taken aback and did not seem in- I ing and pain left my arm, which up to that 
clined to do so, but I told him plainly, that time was almost unsupportable. The pain 
in view of his misstatements and false- did not return again until the evening, 
hoods uttered before this people, (my then my husband and brother Lake ad. 
neighbors), that if he did not come out and ministered to me again, and the pain left 
face the music, I would go to Madison and immediately and never returned again. 
publish him in all the county papers. He In three weeks from that time, I com
finally agreed to meet me, but was not wil- menced sewing for my family, and have 
ling to debate in this place, and we have continued to do my work ever since; for 
agreed to hold the discussion at the Union which blessing I feel truly thankful to my 
Branch. heavenly Father, to whom I give all the 

Since conference I went to Indianapolis, honor and all the glory, through Jesus 
baptized and confirmed one man; thence Christ, my Lord. From your sister in 
to "\Vhitestown, Boone County, where I Christ, KATHARINE NUTT. 
preached once to a fair sized and attentive 
congregation. While there I was kindly Br. Joseph:-Br. Longbottom was here 
entertained by Br. D. 0. Trout and family, from the thirteenth to the twenty-sixth of 
they are Saints indeed, as is also Br. Burk- October, and preached six or seven times, 
hart; may our Father bless them. I prom- to a people that had never heard the gospel, 
ised to return at the earliest convenience. as represented by the Latter Day Saints. He 
If I succeed in making the contemplated gave out some tracts, and I have given 
change in my temporal affairs, I shall be some. A Mr. Stoddard was here and took 
able, with Gpd's help, to prosecute my the Book of Mormon to read; said the doc
mission this winter, by putting in full time, trine was all very good and plain, as far as 
which is my ruling desire. Br. Heman C. he heard. Some in the village said he told 
Smith has regained his health, and is in things they never knew was in the Bible. 
Ripley County, labming for the cause of I think he left a favorable impression with 
truth. He is a faithful servant of God. I some at least. The old Scotch lady, he 

Dec. 19.-Since writing the above, the will remember her, wants to read the Book 
discussion alluded to came off, commenc- of Mormon when I get it home again. Un
ing on November 22d, and closing on De.. fortunately I was not permitted to hear 
cember 4th, resulting in a complete tri.. him preach while here, but he did good 
umph for truth, to the entire satisfaction of preaching while visiting in my family, as 
the Saints and a discriminating public. he staid most of the time with us. 
All thinking and unbiased minds deciding Some who thought themselves wise op. 
that the Reverend gentleman failed in posed, or rather abused him, but such we 
every particular, not sustaining a single find to oppose the good everywhere. Br. 
point. To God be all the glory, I claim Longbottom will be welcome, or any other 
none. Our quarterly conference convened Elder to come again next fall, or sooner, if 
on the 11th instant, and closed on the 14th, they can. vVe expect to move on the home. 
and I believe that the Saints of the South- stead, where he wanted to go to preach, if 
ern Indiana District all agree with me his health had been such that he could; 
when I say that it was the best ever held but he was very poorly during all his stay 
in the district. Br. J\I. T. Short of Joplin, here. 
J\iissouri, was with us; he and Br. H. C. ' I wish, before I close, to relate a dream 
Smith are laboring in Ripley County, as is that I had last summer, one very dark and 
also Br. C. Scott. \Ve are anticipating a cloudy night. I dreamed that Br. Bishop 
good time when Br. J\fark H. Forscutt I. L. Rogers came in with two white robes, 
comes to meet the Indiana giant, IV. B. F. whiter than anything my eyes had ever be
Treat. I hope the meeting will take place. held, and said that one was for myself and 

Hopefully yours, in Christ, one for my little Nellie, then my youngest 
B. V. SPRINGER. child, four years old. I asked, "Yvho are 

these for?" He said, "For vou and N el-
HARLEN, Iowa, lie." I then asked him if none of the rest 

Dec. 7th, 1873. of my family could have robes. He an. 
Br, Joseph Smith:-Having noticed in swered, "These are ready." He then went 

the Herald of November 15th, a letter from out, and a girl I knew, but thought I did 
Br. Lake in relation to the accident I sus.. not like, came in and put my robe on; Br. 
tained in the breaking of my arm, and also Rogers came in and saw her, and said to 
the dislocating of my wrist; made me feel me, "How is this?" Anc1 she dropped it 
as though I wanted to add my testimony off, and went out. He then said to me, 
to the same, 'Which I now do in confirma.. "Beware you don't lose your birthright." 
tion of his statement, which is true, as the I then began to put my robe on, and Nel
Lord liveth is true; and I will further add, lie had hers on, and I asked him again if 
for the glory of God, that while my hns- there was no more of my family was to 
band was administering to me, I felt the have robes. He ans,vered, "These are 
bones return to their places, and the swell- I ready." He then began to tell me about a 
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book I supposed to be sealed, and I said, 
"I thought Goel revealed secrets only to 
his servants the prophets." He said, "I.tis 
to those that obey him and keep his com. 
mandments that he revealeth his will." I 
fell asleep and dreamed the same over; 
and '!'hen I awoke, the sun was shining, 0 
so bnght. 

Your sister in the new find eve1fasting 
covenant, lVI. A. CHRISTY. 

NAUVOO, Illinois, 
Dec. 19th, 1875. 

Br. Joseph Smith:-l arrived at home, 
safe and well, or comparatively so, on last 
Tuesday noon. Found all well at home. 
Staid at Council Bluffs Saturday, Sunday, 
and Monday; preached twice to good con. 
gregations; had good liberty, but. was not 
in very good trim, having a very sore 
throat. 

Our friends were all well so far as I 
heard from. I did not stop at Salt Lake, 
stopped at Reno, and staid with the Saints 
in Nevada eight clays. Preached twice; 
weather bad, rain, wind, and snow-: And 
now I am at home. 

I left the mission in the hands of Br. D. 
S. Mills, a good and efficient laborer-poor 
in. this world's goods, but a worthy brother 
in Christ. A. IL l::bIITIL 

DUNVILLE, vVis., 
Dec. 14th, 1875. 

Bro. Joseph:-I thought last winter, we 
would have been at W ooclbine, Iowa, this 
winter; but, alas; disappointment I was 
not aware of came. We long to be .some. 
where with the Saints; so that we can be 
with a people we have fellowship with. It 
is hard ancl grievous to live amongst peo. 
ple, (although friends who love us), and can 
have no fellowship. Neither will they list. 
en to anything of the Saints, only they pay 
great attention to newspaper stories. If I 
could do them any good in showing them 
the truth, I would gladly remain; but I 
have tried these many years in vain. I 
have clone what I could in distributing 
tracts; and in private families by fireside 
preaching. There are several, who aTe be. 
lieving with all their hearts, and if there 
was once an opening made, I think there 
would be a good many come in. There are 
some who had their ears open to hear when 
Hro, Stebbins was here. Several called up. 
ou me to inquire after him. Likewise when 
Elder Kelley came. Had Elder Kelley re. 
mained a m,mth or so, I believe there 
would have been a branch raised up; but 
just as soon as he left the Baptists held 
great revival meetings; and at Cacley Creek, 
where Elder Spalding raised up a branch 
of about eighteen members, after he left, the 
Adventists and Campbellite Elders came 
amongst them, and gathered them into 
their folds all but about four. I did not 

know of them for two years; when I went 
they were scattered. Elder Kelley promis. 
eel to come; I told them so, and they were 
glad; but alas, he had not the means to 
carry him. 

I am glad the Herald is to be a weekly 
paper. 0, that the Saints might be stirred 
up to duty so that eve1y Saint would have 
one. Those who are too poor let them that 
have means supply, and not let the burden 
fall upon the Office. We (the Saints) are 
only as yet little children. That is a very 
hard thing to learn to give up all for Christ 
and the gospel; yea, very hard to acknowl. 
edge by practice; that we cannot call any. 
thing our own; but it must be clone, before 
we can call heaven our home. 

lVIay God continue to give prosperity 
both spiritually and temporally. Your 
brother in Christ, JOHN McCAC:LEY. 

0REGOK CITY, Holt Co .. :iiio., 
Dec. 18th, 1875. 

Bro. Joseph:-Your kindly and interest. 
ing favor of the 9th inst. reached me last 
evening. I left Biglow, (twelve miles north 
of here), yesterday morning. The interest 
was excellent there; the house was full al
though the weather was very cold. I 
preached six discourses there and baptized 
two, and left a goodly number believing, 
among whom was a son of Abraham, who 
said he could accept readily all we said; 
and thought '\'le "preached more truth than 
all the rest of the Christian people put to. 
gether." On the evening of the 11th inst., 
I reorganized the Branch called Benton 
Branch, after ordaining Bro. Joseph Flory 
of Virginia, an Elder, Bro. John W. Welsh 
Priest; Bro. Samuel 0. Andes had been 
previously ordained Teacher. I believe I 
mentioned the baptizing of six, on the 9th. 
There are so many branches that desire my 
labor and a number where my presence is 
needed that I cannot spend as much time 
in a place as the cause woulcl seem to de. 
mand. There is a prospect of several being 
added here, among whom is a well inform. 
eel gentleman, a lawyer named vVilkenson, 
and also several of the colored folks. 
While at Bigelow a number of Saints came 
six and eight miles to meeting and return, 
and some say they are coming clown here, 
which woulcl be eighteen to twenty miles. 
Presidents of branches who need, or desire 
me to visit them, will address me as soon 
as possible, giving me their address, and 
exact location. 

I favor the idea of a weekly issue, and 
newspaper form of the Heralcl; and I be. 
lieve that all will be satisfied with that form 
as soon as they get used to it. "What do 
you think of a monthly journal, to be call
ed The Elders' Jonmal, ancl Conference Re. 
porter; in which reports of Elders ancl 
Priests' labors, debates or disputed ques. 
tions; questions of Church order and dis. 
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cipline could be published; and reports of 
conferences printed more fully than can be 
in Herald; and leave the Herald for expos
ition of the faith, record of remarkable 
manifestations of Divine power, and prov
idence, general epistles, current news, &c. 

Yours for the caus.e, T. W. SMITH. 

VERSAILLES, Ripley Co., Ind., 
Dec. 17th, 1875. 

Bro. Joseph:-When I last wrote you, I 
was at Wirt sick; but through the bless
ings of God, I rapidly recovered, until on 
on the 8th of November I felt able to com
mence labor in the vineyard, and started 
for Ripley County, Bro. Fisher sending. his 
team as far as Father Campbell's, whokmd
ly entertained us. The next day I walked 
to the Olive Branch. Found the Saints 
alive in the work and anxiously awaiting 
my arrival. I commenced preaching at 
the Union Chapel the night of the 11th, 
after a silenee of just two months, found 
my strength scarcely sufficient to sustain 
me, but through the blessings of our bene
ficient Master I have since regained my 
strength. On the 24th I baptized a young 
man of excellent reputation who we be
lieve will be an honor to the cause; others 
are not far from the kingdom. 

On tlie night of the 30th, I commenced a 
series of lectures on the Divine Authentici
ty of the Book of Mormon at the Malott 
School-house, and the third night found 
the door locked against us. We however, 
continued our lectures at the Union Chapel, 
we hope with good effect. 

December the 4th, I attended meeting 
at New Marion, applied for the Baptist 
Church of that place, and ·was refused on 
the grounds that Bro. Wm. H. Kelley had 
"published lies about them;" but they fail
ed to sustain the assertion. We told them 
we were not responsible for the acts of Bro. 
Kelley. They have since reported that I 
said I belonged to a separate and distinct 
people from Kelley, which is utterly false. 

On the 5th I attended the meeting of the 
Rev. A. Wilkinson of Versailles, asked him 
what the prospects would be to get the 
:Methodist Church at Versailles; he inform
ed us we were not recognized there. The 
8th, in company with Bro. M. T. Short, who 
had previously joined me, went to Ver
sailles, succeeded in getting the promise of 
the Presbyterian Church; advertized to 
commence preaching the night of the 15th, 
but on the 11th received the intelligence 
from the trustees that the people were dis
satisfied and they would have to close the 
doors. Strange, they did not know the ex
tent of their authority without consulting 
the people. 

The Quarterly Conference of the South
ern Indiana District, convened at this place 
the 11th, adjourned the 13th. We had a 
pleasant and profitable time. "While all 

was peace and joy within, persecution 
raged without, trees were felled and fences 
built across the road, and everything was 
done to obstruct our way to and from 
church; but we are thankful to say that 
the Saints meekly and patiently bore all, 
without attempting to retaliate. 

On the 14th, the Saints departed for their 
homes. We were obliged to bid adieu to 
many whom we may never meet again. Br. 
Sall,.l'l Rector was appointed Bishop's agent, 
subject to his approval. From our acquint
ance with Bro. Rector, we think he is well 
qualified for the position. Brn. C. Scott 
and :M:. T. Short, started for Fair View, 
Switzerland County the 15th, this is a new 
field; may God bless and direct them. I 
expect to start for Cross Plains to-morrow, 
in company with Bro. J. S. Christol of the 
Olive Branclt, to open another new place; 
thence as the spirit may direct. N otwith
standing opposition the work is in a flour
ishing condition here; all seem determin
ed to persevere. 

Ever praying for the welfare of the cause, 
I am your brother in hope, 

HEMAN c. SMITH. 

JEFFERSONVILLE, Wayne Uo., Ill., 
Dec. 14th, 1875. 

Br. Joseph:-! have just returned from 
Conference, which was held at Springer
ton; we had a good time, peace and love 
seemed to be common to all the Saints 
present; we had with us Brn. Blair, Lamb
ert, and Benedick, beside the Elders of the 
district, which was fairly represented; we 
had some most excellent pi·eaching. Br. 
Blair has gone back to St. Louis, Brn. 
Lambert and Benedick are going to remain 
in this district some time; they expect to 
visit all the branches. We feel very thank
ful that they have been permitted to visit 
this locality, we feel that much good will 
result from their labors. Praying the Lord 
to bless them in their labors; and all who 
labor for the Master. J\fay the Lord speed 
the time when the honest in heart shall be 
gathered from among Babylon, and peace, 
union and love prevail. Your fellow labor-
er in Christ, ,JORN F. THOMAS. 

ST. Lours, Missouri, 
Dec. 10th, 1875. 

Br. Joseph Smith:-Br. W.W. Blair has 
been lecturing in our hall on Sunday ev!'ln
ings, to large congregations; while the 
Brighamites, although advertizing that 
four lights would speak in their hall, could 
not muster more in number than an ordi
nary Utah family. I think that they are 
nearly froze out here. vY e hear that some 
of them have left here for Pittsburgh. May 
be that they think that they will get thawed 
out there. We hope, as they have been so 
cooly received .here, that Br. Ells and the 
brethren in Pittsburgh will make it hot 
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enough for them there. There has been a 
reporter attending our meetings, and the 
lectures are published occasionally in the 
St. Loui"s Eveni'ng Republi'can, and with a 
degree of fairness that we feel to appreci
ate. Last Sunday was our district confer
ence, and the afternoon meeting was one 
of the rare few that it has been my lot to 
experience, where God was with his peo
ple by his Spirit in power to the melting 
of stern hearts and the comforting of his 
Saints. I need not say that the Saints here 
appreciate the labors of Br. Blair, for many, 
outside of the church here, begin to do that. 
I hope the day is not far distant when the 
Church will have more W. W. Blair's in 
practice, as well as theory. He has gone 
to Wayne County this week, but will be 
here next. Yours in the gospel Covenant, 

Wlli. ANDERSON. 

but they did not "obey counsel," but kept 
*coming as long as "\Ve were there. The 
Saints at Low Gap were more encouraged, 
and in better spirits in regai·d to the pros
perity of the work when we left, than they 
had been for a long time. Taking leave of 
the Saints of Low Gap, we went to a new 
place in this (Perry) County, called Mt. 
Pleasant, to fill an appointment made for 
us. We preached there on Saturday night, 
November 20th, to a full house, on the 
"Organic structure of the kingdom of God." 
On Sunday, at 11 A.lli., we had the privil
ege of listening to a very "airy" representa
tion of the "glory world," by a Methodist 
Circuit Rider, taking for his text Hosea 8: 
12. We spoke at 3 P.lli. at the same place; 
the minister attended, and, by invitation, 
took a seat in the stand. We made an ef
fort to hold forth promises of a glorious 
kingdom on the earth, where Christ will 

LEOPOLD, Indiana, reign with the redeemed in glory. We 
Nov. 30th, 1875. took occasion once in a while to aid the 

Br. Joseph:-Since writing to the Herald process of rarification of the represented 
last, I have been doing what I could "glory world." 
to move the cause of Zion; I have been The clouds of disappointment could be 
traveling and trying to publish in Crawford seen resting on the countenances of some 
and Perry Counties, the fact of the usher- of the audience. As we walked out of the 
ing in of the "restitution spoken of by all house after meeting, a gentleman remarked 
the holy prophets," most of the time for the to us that we "had shot some of them." We 
last three months. Besides laboring some preached at the same place the Thursday 
in the Pleasant Ridge and Low Gap Branch- night following, representing the doctrine 
es, I have visited and preached in four new of Christ, when a very intelligent man re
places in Peiry County. During the month I marked, "The paper might just as well be 
of October I went to Rome and vicinicy-, removed, as the center had been struck." 
preaching, first at the Bear Creek School . We were very well received at Mt. Pleas
House, and then endeavored to "preach the J ant, had invitations to return. Some in 
gospel to them that are at Rome also;" this locality are very favorable to the work. 
and then calling on the people of the neigh- I believe the work is in better condition in 
borhood of the Hyde's School House. I this part of the district than for some time 
found some in these places who seemed past. 
willing to investigate; a majority of the One has been baptized in the Pleasant 
people were anxious to hear. The people Ridge Branch this quarter, the wife of Br. 
of this vicinity are Baptists, Methodists, Jacob Sandage. I have baptized two, 
and U niversalists, the latter being some- blessed two or three children, and have 
what in the ascendency. We find that not-1 been blessed in some cases in administer
withstanding the Universalists believe, or , ing to sick, to a remarkable degree. I ex
profess to, that all men will finally become pect to start to the quarterly conference in 
happy, and that all the different ways, re- two or three days. 
ligiously, (as a consequence), are safe, and Yours in the one faith, C. SCOTT. 
notwithstanding the great breadth of their 
charity, yet the truth will rouse their preju
dice as well as other people. On rnturning 
from Bear Creek, I went to Low Gap and 
vicinity, Crawford County, doing what we 
could to encourage the Saints, and build up 
the cause. I tanied here near two weeks, 
preaching of nights and Sundays. While 
here I baptized one-the oldest daughter 
of Br. and Sr. Barmore. We succeeded 
while here in creating an interest in regard 
to the work, in the minds of some who had 
given the matter but little thought hereto
fore; some of them were J\Iethodists; they 
will take hold of the work soon, no doubt. 
They recei vecl orders from their spil'itual 
leaders to stay away from our meetings, 

BIGELOW, Holt Co. Mo., 
Dec. 13th, 187:"i. 

Br. Joseph Smith:-On the 9th instant I 
baptized six persons near Ross Grove, Holt 
County, Missouri. On the 11th, in con
nection with Br. C. F. Stiles, I ordained 
Br. Joseph Flory, (formerly of Augusta 
Comity, Virginia), an Elder, and Br.Joseph 
1lif. Welsh, a Priest, who were chosen re
spectively presiding Elder ancl Priest of 
the Benton Branch. I fouml the branch in 
a very low state, spiritually, with but few 
exceptions. There were but two ofilcers be
side the clerk, one of whom was a Teacher, 
who had never done anything in his call
ing; the other, a Deacon, '\Vas doing what 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



26 TRUE L. D. SAINTS·' HERALD. 

he could. Br. S. C. Andes was chosen a 
Teacher on the 8th, and from the material 
furnished by the baptisms on the 9th, a 
competent Elder and Priest were found. 

On the 12th, we left the branch in good 
working order, and in a first rate spiritual 
condition. Br. Stiles of the Seventy's Quor
um has a monthly appointment in the 
branch, and some points elsewhere, and 
promises to be more actively engaged. 

I preached twice here yesterday, and last 
nixht two persons offered themselves for 
ba'iJtism. I left several believing, and 
about ready to obey, in our last field. I 
expect to leave here for Oregon City, on 
Thursday, and probably from there to 
·white Cloud, Kansas, and from there to 
Fanninx, and from there to St. Joseph, and 
thence to Stewartsville Conference, DeKalb 
County, Missouri; then to return to St. 
Joe, and from there to Atchison and other 
places in Kansas. T. '\V. SMITH. 

Low GAP BRANCH, Indiana, 
December 14th, 1875. 

B1·. Joseph:-There are a few in this 
vicinity that have taken upon themselves 
the name of Christ, and are trying to live 
up to the commandments, and are rejoicing 
m the hope of immortality; others are in
vestigating, some claiming it to be true. 
There is a prospect of good being done 
here. We are thankful that we live in a 
day when we can hear the gospel in its 
primitive fullness and purity, and can tes
tify to the world that God is a rewarder of 
those that diligently seek him. 

ELIZABETH F. BARMORE. 

CASTROVILLE, Cal., 
Nov. 17th, 1875. 

er. I can not find suitable language in 
which to express my gratitude that I am 
counted worthy to be a member of his 
church and kingdom. :Many will join 
with me and say, that the life of a traveling 
Elder or that of his family is not very 
smooth; but it is all for our good; it 
strengthens our faith; tries our patiene(l; 
increases our hope, and makes us put our 
trust in the Lord more than in the arm of 
flesh. Is it not so, brothers and sisters? Then 
let us not give up, but continue to do our 
part, little as it may be, in helping to send 
the gospel to those who are yet ignorant of 
the blessings we enjoy. 

May God help us each and evei·y one to 
do our duty,· and faithfully fill the place 
assigned, is the sincere prayer of your sis
ter in the gospel of Jesus Christ. M. R. 

P. S.-I send you an extract from Mr. 
Rodger's letter, which I lately received, 
dated Sydney, August 24: 

"We had a public baptism three weeks 
ago, one an old friend from my native 
town, whom I found in Newcastle, quite an 
honor to the cause. We met by a lake, one 
of the prettiest places on earth, there were 
forty-six present, I preached at the water 
side; many who never heard us shed 
tears; every thing was still, and solemn 
was the scene; the clay was fine, and the 
woods around rung with the echo of the 
sweet songs of saints and friends. After 
baptism we had a repast. The sisters spread 
the cloth on the beautiful grass, and all 
partook of the good things of the earth. 
Afterwards we all seated ourselves on the 
brow of the hill, looking clown on the lake; 
sung a hymn, I then read a revelation, sec. 
15, (old edition), Covenants. All was as 
still as death, sung again, the brethren bore 
testimony till five P. M., then closed with 
prayer, all went home rejoicing, hoping 
soo;n to have another such day. The place 
is five miles from Newcastle. I have just 
closed a debate of three nights, which has 
given us publicity, and made us friends. 
I am still preaching at W aratah and Walls
encl, four miles apart; prospects better, 
some are near the door. But I have my 
clays of trouble as well as prosperity, my 
faith and patience are sometimes tried, but 
all is working for the best." 

Br. Joseph:-Through the many trials 
and vicissitudes of life, there is nothing 
that gladdens the heart of a true Latter 
Day Saint more than to hear of the welfare 
and prosperity of the glorious cause in 
which we are engaged. It is now twenty
six years since I first heard and embraced 
the gospel, and although often tried and 
tempted, especially in the days of darkness, 
when the voice of the true shepherd was 
heard no more, and the flock was scattered 
and driven from place to place, seeking rest 
but finding none; then did the Lord reveal 
to me in a dream that the day was not far PHILADELPHIA, Pa., 
distant when young Joseph should arise Dee. 13th, 1875. 
and stand in his father's place. I never Dear Brother Joseph:-I take this oppor-
cloubtecl the truth of that dream, and I tunity to write to you in regard to Absalum 
thank Goel that I have lived to see. it ful- A. Grist, as his conduct has been such since 
filled. I can say with the Psalmist, "0 he has been cut off, as to require me to no
that men would praise the Lord for his tify you. 
goodness, and for his wonderful works to vVe see that he has been writing to your 
the children of men." N otwithstancling office, since he has been cut off, about holcl
what we have had to pass through, my ing meetings at his house. He was cut off 
faith is still firm and unshaken in the for the third time about six months ago; 
principles of the Latter Day ·work. for / and has since been going about the city 
which I feel to glorify my heavenly Fath- preaching on his own responsibility, and 
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has fallen in with one George J. Adams, 
formerly of the "Old Church," and is now 
an apostate. They have gone together, 
and are trying to organize a church of 
their own. I think it would be wisdom to 
notify the Saints through the Herald, in 
order that they may not be deceived by 
them. 

This George J. Adams was in the Church 
in the days of your father. I have been 
myself and have seen and heard them. 
They will not allow any questions asked. 
"With lo~e to you and all the Saints, I re
main ever your true friend and brother in 
the everlasting covenant, JORN STONE. 

Per JOSEPH A. STEW ART. 

Fremont District. 
The above named conference was held at. 

Shenandoah, November 13th and 14th, 1875. 
Wm. Redfield in the chair, Wm. Leeka sec
retary, E. C. Brand and R. M. Elvin clerks. 

Branch Reports.-Nephi 20 members, 5 
baptized, 2 received by vote; R. H. Coster 
president and clerk. Palmyra 34 members; 
H. Fields president, W. Miller clerk. Shen
andoah 29 members, 5 baptized; S. S. Wil
cox president, J. R. Badham clerk. Elm 
Creek 18 members; E. F. Hyde president, 
W. W. Thornton clerk. Plum Creek; on 
motion, referred back to branch for correc
tion. Platte River 13 members, Lester Ty
son teacher and clerk. Glenwood 16 mem
bers, 1 received by vote; Wm. Brittain pres
ident and clerk. Nebraska City 84 members, 
16 baptized, 4 received by vote; R. C. Elvin 
president, R. M. Elvin clerk. Mill Creek 
27 members, 1 baptized, 1 received by vote; 
J. W. Calkins president, W. Calkins clerk. 
Fremont 54 members, 3 baptized, 27 remov
ed, 19 released by vote; J. T. Kinnaman 
president, .T. J. Kaster clerk. Farm Creek 
not accepted. 

Reports of Branch Presidents.-2 p.m.
Elders S.S. Wilcox, E. F. Hyde, J. Calkins, 
J. T. Kinnaman, R. C. Elvin, D. Hougas and 
Solomon Thomas reported. S. S. Wilcox re
ported the organization of the Shenandoah 
Branch. J. 'l'. Kinnaman had baptized one. 

Eider's Reports.-Thos. W. Smith of the 
Quorum of the Twelve, reported that as far 
as he had visited the district, good feelings 
prevailed; had baptized one at Plum Creek. 
Elders Wheeler Baldwin, R. M. Elvin, Gor
don Deuel, J. V. Roberts, R .. J. Anthony, 
Geo. Kemp, Benj. Austin, - Leadingham, 
R. C. Elvin, - Tayen, J. R. Badham, J. J. 
Kaster and E. C. Brand reported. There 
had been five baptized by Elders R. J. An
thony and G. Kemp; E. C. Brand three. 

Report of Priests.-S. Woolsey and E. J. 
Moore reported. 

Report of Committees.-On Shenandoah 

and Fremont Branch reports, report receiv
ed, contents endorsed as follows: "Shenan-·· 
doah, Iowa, Nov. 13, 1875. To the brethren 
in conference ass em bled. We the under
signed submit the following report. We 
agree for the Shenandoah Branch to return 
the five members who came into said branch 
whose names are retained on the record of 
the Fremont Branch, and drop the names of 
said members from the record of the Shen
andoah Branch, in order that no infringe
ment be made on a resolution passed at a 
previous conference regulating the removal 
of members from one branch to another. 
R. C. Elvin, R .• T. Anthony and J. V. Rob
erts committee." Committee discharged. 

Committee on Church Record, report re
ceived and committee discharged. 

7 p.m.-Resolved that the resolution call· 
ing this District the "South Western District 
of Iowa" be rescinded. 

Resolved that we call it the Fremont Dis
trict. 

Moved that a committee be appointed to 
determine the boundaries of the district, and 
that J. V. Roberts and S. S. Wilcox be said 
committee. 

Resolution relative to the privilege of 
franchise indefinitely postponed. 

Motion to rescind resolution concerning 
Church Historian. 

Motion to amend that the Historian report 
next conference, and that the clause in said 
resolution concer.ning Elders' Council be re
scinded. Carried. 

Resolution No. 5, record page 261 was re
scinded. Resolution No. 6, page 7, rescind
ed. First and second clause of resolution 
No. 5, page 10, was rescinded. 

On· reading resolution No. 9, page 15, re
solved that we sustain the Herald and Hope. 
An amendment was carried, that we sustain 
them except the fictitious stories. 

Resolved that the term of office of Presi
dent of the District shall expire at the clos
ing session of the regular conference suc
ceeding the one at which he was appointed, 
and at which time he may be re-elected for 
another term, and if not re-elected, another 
shall be chosen in his place. 

President Redfield resigned, and a vote of 
thanks was tendered for his labors. 

Resolved that the request of the Platte 
River Branch be complied with itnd brother 
Isaac Hoberts be ordained an Elder. 

Resolved that we the Elders in conference 
assembled declare that we understand the 
law of God to require vocal prayer and open 
testimony on the part of the Saints. 

Missions remain as last given. 
Committee on Boandary.-"We your com

mittee fix the boundaries of the Fremont 
District to inclnrle the counties of Mills, 
Montgomery, Taylor, Page and Fremont, in 
the State of Iowa, and that portion of the 
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State of Nebraska lying south of the Platte 
river. S. S. Wilcox, J. V. Roberts. 

Report received, adopted, and committee 
discharged. 

Bishop's Agents Account.-Total receipts 
to date $162 ·20, disbursements $93 ·50, cash 
on haud $68·70. 

1\fanti, Sunday. 11 a.m.-An eloquent dis
course by Elder T. W. Smith on the location 
and redemption of Zion. 

During intermission a ballot for president 
took place, resulting in the election of Bro. 
K C. Elvin, who was then elected by accla
mation. 

Afternoon.-Sacrament was administered 
and prayer meeting held, and the Spirit 
made manifest in power, cheering the hearts 
of the Saints. 

Resolved that we sustain all the general 
and district authorities in righteousness. 

Representation of Officers.-Present: 1 
Apostle, 3 High Priests, 1 Seventy, 18 Eld
ers, 1 Priest, 1 Teacher. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to the 
Saints of Shenandoah and Manti for their 
kindness in having ministered to our wants 
during conference. 

7 p.m.-A discourse by Br. R. J. Antho
ny on the perfect law of liberty; after which 
a season of prayer and testimony, and a 
manifestation of the spiritual gifts, during 
which Isaac Roberts and Wm. Leeka were 
ordained Elders by T. W. Smith, in accord
ance with vote of conference. Ordered that 
both receive licenses from this conference. 

Adjourned to meet Sunday and Monday, 
February 13th and 14th, 18/G, at ten a.m., 
at Gay lord's school house. 

Pottawattamie District. 
The above district conference was held at 

Crescent City, Iowa, November 27th and 
28th, 18i5. Asa Walden president, Fred
erick Hansen secretary. Of the forty-five 
or fifty officials in the district there were 
present 1 Apostle, 2 Seventies and 6 Elders. 

Branch Reports.-ConncilBluffs 114 mem
members, i baptized, 3 received by letter; 1 
removed and 3 excommunicated; 2 marria
ges and 1 child blessed; Louis Davies pres
ident, Fred. Hansen clerk. North Star 29 
members; Hans Hansen, president; 0. Han
sen clerk. Wheeler's Grove 56 members; 
L. Campbell president, H. Newberry clerk. 

The spiritual condition of branches was 
reported t1s follows: Council Bluffs by Fred
erick Hansen, Crescent City by C. Mcintosh, 
North Star by Oliver Hansen. 

Elder's Reports.-President Walden had 
visited Crescent City Branch once or twice, 
had been a few times in the Council Bluffs 
Branch; bad not labored much in general; 
believed there was no real difficulty unset
tled. 

James Caffall, "During the paet quar-

I 
ter I have visited Wheeler's Grove, Indian 
Town, Casy, Fontanelle, Edony Grove and 
Union Township, held twenty-five preach
ing meetings, circulated five dozen tracts 
illustrative of our faith. What the result 
may be the future must decide. I have done 
what I could, and did it as well as my lim
ited abilities would admit. At Indian Town 
and Casey but little interest was shown; at 
Fontanelle I found a few members of the 
Church, and seeing it was not practicable to 
organize a branch, I advised them to meet 
together and appoint one to lead their meet
ings, and thereby endeavor to comfort and 
encourage one another. The meetings I 
held at Union 'l'ownship were well attended, 
and some interest seemed manifested; some 
of the time the weather was inclement, and 
a very busy time with the farmers; this 
together with some prejudice existing 
seemed to militate against my progress; 
could more labor be performed in and around 
Fontanelle and Union Township, by an ener
getic and spiritual minded man, I think good 
could be effected. My visits to the above 
pl;ices has furnished me with additional evi
dence of the great necessity there is for re
presentatives of the gospel being wise ser
vants and harmless as doves; for while the 
people are not anxious to notice and give us 
credit for any good deed, they are quick to 
see and remember and talk over any wrong 
act committed by a Latter Day Saint, espe
cially a minister of the gospel. I believe 
there is some prospects of good being done 
at Church Hill, but this is only a few miles 
from Wheeler's Grove, I thought I would go 
to more remote parts of the district, hoping 
the Elders of the Wheeler's Grove Branch 
would get a little more energetic and visit 
and labor there during the coming winter. 
I think there can be a good work done in 
the district, but a steady unfaltering effort 
and a concentration of ability and means, 
and some sacrifice is necessary. 

Also Frederick Hansen, C. G. Mcintosh, 
Andrew Hall, Samuel Longbottom, William 
Strong, A. North and D. K. Dodson reported. 

Bishop's Agent, Andrew Hall, reported as 
follows: cash on hand at last report $36.50, 
received since in offerings $4.75, total 
amount $41.25, paid out since last report to 
the poor $2, to the ministry $27, total paid 
out :i;29, balance on hand $12.25. 

The committee appointed at the special 
conference held in July last, to arrange for 
the Semi Annual Conference, reported as 
follows: Total expense of fitting up the 
ground and clearing it off again was $40. 90. 
The committee has received from the dis
trict $15. i5, leaving a balance due the com
mittee of $25.15. Quite a number of day's 
work was donated which is not reckoned in 
the above bill. Andrew Hall, D. K. Dodson, 
Fred. Hansen, committee of a::-rangements. 
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Resolved that the presidents of the respec
tive branches be requested to exert them
selves to raise the amount due ($25.15) and 
that remains unpaid by the district to the 
committee of arrangements for the Semi
Annual Conference, and forward the same 
to Br. Andrew Hall at Council Bluffs. 

Resolved that we do not object to any El
der entertaining as his opinion that the an
gel spoken of by John has not appe&red, or 
that Saturday is the Sabbath; but we do 
object to, and will not. sustain any Elder in 
preaching and publishing to the world that 
the above angel has not appeared, or that 
Saturday is the Sabbath we ought to ob
serve; believing as we do that the Church 
holds that the angel has appeared and that 
the da! commonly called Sunday is the day 
on which to rest and worship. 

Whereas, there are members in this dis
trict that refuse to be enrolled in any branch, 
and in some cases refuse to give a reason 
why they will not join a !:>ranch, therefore 
be it resolved that all such members be no
tified by the presiding Elders of the respec
tive branches that at the next conference a 
committee will be appointed to hear any 
complaints from those members, and rea
sons why they will not enroll themselves in 
the nearest branch, and in the event of such 
members refusing so to appear, further ac
tion will be taken in their case. 

Resolved that the president of the district 
be requested to see as many of those Elders 
as practicable, during the coming quarter, 
that did not report their labors nor give any 
reason why to this conference, and report 
the results of such labors to the next con
ference. 

Resolved that all the Elders be under the 
charge of the president of the district dur
ing the coming quarter. 

Resolved that Bro. Asa Walden preside 
over the distric.t during the coming quarter. 

Resolved that we sustain all the constitu
ted authorities of the Church in righteous
ness. 

Preaching by James Caffall and Andrew 
Hall. 

Adjourned till half-past ten a.m. on the 
last Saturday in February, 1876. 

Western Wisconsin District. 
The above conference was held on the 16th 

and 17th of October, 1875, at the School 
House in the town of Freedom, Sauk Co., 
Wisconsin. Elder J. M. Wait, president; 
T. J. Ward, clerkpro tem. 

Preaching by Br. Wm. Savage. 
2:30 r. M.-Branch lleports.-Sandusky: 

No change since last reported. Freedom: 
15 members; 1 baptized, 1 removed by 
certificate. 

ElderR' Report~.-Elder John Bierline and 
Priests Robert Oehring and T. J. Ward, 

and Teachers Frank Racket and Wm. Ode 
reported. ) 

Br. Frank Hackett was ordained to th!l 
office of an Elder, Brn. Waite and Savag.e 
officiating. 

7:30 r. nr.-The case of Enoch Bell was 
considered, and he disfellowshipped. 

Preaching by Br. Wait. 
October 17, 10:30 a.m.-Preaching by 

Br. Wm. Savage. 
Met at 2:30 p.m., for testimony meeting; 

and partook of the sacrament. 
Met at 7 o'clock. Preaching by Brn. J. 

l\I. Wait and Wm. Savage. 
Voted that this conference give Br. 

Hacket an Elder's license. 
Conference adjourned sine die. ___ .. ,___ 

South-Eastern Ohio and Western 
Virginia District; 

The Saints met at their Hall, in Syracuse~ 
Meigs Co., Ohio, December 11, 1875, to or
ganize a conference. Br. John C. Foss was 
chosen to preside ; Thomas Matthews, clerk. 
Meeting was called to order at half-past 
three o'clock, and opened in due form. 

On motion, the District was called the 
"South-Eastern Ohio and Western Virginia 
District." 

Branch Reports.-Syracuse: 49 mem
bers; 1 baptized, 3 children blessed; 7 re
moved since last reported to the Ceneral 
Conference. David Hopkins, president. 

On motion, David Matthews. Jr., was 
elected District Clerk. 

On motion, Br. David Thomas was elected 
District President. 

Officials present: 1 of the Seventy, 8 El
ders, 2 Priests, 1 Teacher, 1 Deacon. 

Sunday Morning.-Br. Foss reported his·. 
labors. Elders Rice Williams and John 
Harris reported in person, and made some 
remarks. Elder David Hopkins reported in 
person; said he had baptized one and 
blessed two children; did not know how 
many sermons he had preached. Elder 
David Matthews, Sr., said he had done his 
duty to I.he best of his knowledge, as Dea
con of the Branch. Elder David Thomas 
said he had done what he could. Elder 
Thomas Matthews reported and made some 
remarks. Elder Edmond Thomas said he had. 
done his duty as far as called upon. Priest 
David Matthews had done his duty to the· 
best of his ability. Teacher David Jones 
said he done his duty toward the branch to. 
the best of his knowledge. 

Br. Foss, in his report, said: "l left the 
State of Maine in July last and came to this 
place to labor, by order of the General Con
ference, held at Plano, April last. I ar
rived here the third day of August. Have 
been laboring as directed by the Spirit or 
my Master-I trust. As yet I have bap
tized none since arfrrnl here, but I feel that 
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good has been done. I have attended sixty
seven meetings inside of the four months 
I've been here, at sixty-two of which I have 
preached. My desire is to press on in the 
-oause of my God, and do all I can for the 
spread of his work. I have also preached 

fo six different places. Had three houses 
-of worship shut against me by Methodist, 
United Brethren and Baptists. I have ma
ny an invitation to preach in different 
parts of the country, more than I can fill at 
present. Go on by brethren and sisters. 
I'll still be your helper, to roll on the Lat
ter Day Work. :'lfy prayer is, God bless 
his cause ; and, with armor bright, I am 
bound to fight until the kingdoms of this 
world have become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and his Christ. Amen, and Amen." 

The report of the Minersville Branch was 
Tead and accepted as corrected. · 

Partook of the Lord's supper 
Afternoon.-Preaching by Brn. David 

Thomas and David Hopkins, followed with 
remarks by Br. J. C. Foss. 

Resolved that we sustain Bro. Joseph 
Smith and all the authorities of the Church 
in righteousness, and also Br. J. C. Foss in 
his field of labor. 

Motion was made to leave the appoint
ment of the next Conference to the District 
President. 

Bishop's Agents. 
Upon the recommendation of the North

ern Minnesota District, held at Oak Lake, 
November 27th and 28th, 1875, and signed 
by Henry Way clerk of the district, I here· 
by appoint brother Jedediah R. Anderson of 
Clitherall, Otter Tail county, Minnesota, as 
my agent for that district. 

Upon the recommendation of the Kew
anee District Conference, held at Kewanee, 
Illinois, December 4th, 1875, and signed by 
J. A. Robinson, secretary of the district., I 
hereby appoint R. J. Benjamin of Prince
ville, Illinois, my agent for that district. 

Upon official recommendation from the St. 
Louis (Mo.) District Conference, December 
6th, 1875, signed by brethren W. W. Blair 
;president of conference, and Thomas R. Al
len clerk, I hereby appoint Br. R. D. Cottam 
my agent for that district, to a,ct in the place 
-0f Bishop Jam es Anderson resigned. 

Upon the recommendation of the South
<irn Indiana District Conference, received 
from Br. J. S. Constance, secretary of dis
trict, and dated at Scottsville, Ind., Decem
ber 15th, 1875, I hereby appoint Br. Samuel 
Rector, of Wirt, Jefferson Co., Indiana, my 
agent for that district. 

I. L. RoGERS, Bishop of the Church. 
SA'1DWICH, Ill., Dec. 20th, 1875. 

A ·wo:RD FOR THE HERALD, 

Is there no mistake? Do I read aright? 
"The Berald's subscriptions are falling off;" 

That the Saints who profess to Jove the light 
And have basked in its beams, now cry, "Enough? 

Has a sad, sad change come over the mind; 
Does it need no more the bread from heaven? 

Does it crave for food that is not divine
Hankering for the accursed leaven? 

Does it rather love on the husks to feed, 
Or chaff, which the wind must scatter away

Than eat to the full of the living bread-
On the Herald's board from day to day 1 

Has the He1·azdis light become more dim, 
Since its gladd'ning rays first fell on our eyes; 

When it guided our feet to Eloheim-
The source of all blessings, pleasures and joys? 

Do not its pages illumine our path 
With a light, increasing, as nearer we draw 

To the great white throne, with a·child-like faith 1 
And hearts inclined to the heavenly law 1 

Is its voice not heard, in clarion tones, 
Cheering each soul in the struggle for life; 

Aiding the warrior, weary and worn, 
Lest he should faint in the terrible strife? 

Did it ever shrink from its ardu,ous task, 
Of proclaiming truth, and uprooting sin ; 

Or tearing aside the impostor's mask, 
And showing the foulneBs that lurks within? 

Has it ever once failed to lend a hand-
To uplift the poor by oppression crushed 1 

Did it ever shrink by the weak to stand, 
\Vhen the tyrant's hand would grind him to dust 1 

Has it stood, through the dreary night, 
On Zion's shattered and crumbling wa1ls; 

Ever holding aloft its beacon light, 
To guide the erring from Satan's thralls? 

lids it not gather'd from highways and lanes; 
From caves cf the earth, and Satan's stronghold; 

From many proud cities, mountains and plains
Thousands who wander'd away from the fold? 

Is its work complete? Is there nothing more? 
Are there no more loved ones driven away, 

\Vith torn hearts bleeding at every pore, 
And longing TO SEE the LIGHT of cl,ay? 

Are we secure against every foe ? 
Have our eyes beheld all the heavenly light 1 

Are we sure, that if thus alone we go, 
We may not plunge IN THE DARKEi:!T night? 

l\Iay we not still need it to cheer us on, 
With its saving truth and gladdening news, 

Of hard fought battles and victories won 1 
Of blessings SHED l'ORTH on Gentiles ~nd Jews? 

'l1hen why should we shrink in the hour of needi 
To sustain a friend so faithful and true, 

As the Herald has proved to each Saint indeed, 
Leading us on to the glory ia view? 

Come, let us renew our effort::l once more, 
And stand by the Herald, our teacher and friend; 

United efforts, although we are poor, 
)\Till surely be crowned with success in the end. 

Dec. 21, 1875. CHARLES DERRY. 

ADDRESSES. 
Thomas W. Smith, care John Burlington, 

St. Joseph, Mo. 
Peter Canavan, West Oakland, Alameda 

county, Cal. 
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To the High Priests. 
Brethren in Christ: By a decision of last 

quorum meeting, every member of the High 
Priest's Quorum is required to send a writ
ten report to the secretary on the first day 
of each year, naming the labor done for the 
year. All licenses are to be returned to the 
secretary by the first of April next, and new 
ones will be authorized to each faithful 
member at next spring conference. None 
but the new ones will be legal after the 
next annual conference. By order of Quo-
rum. M. H.·FoRSCUTT, Secretary. 

Please address ]\lark H. Forscutt, Herald 
Office, Plano, Illinois. 

N ortltern Illinois District. 
The regular conference of this district 

will meet at Plano, Illinois, at ten a.m., on 
Saturday, February 5, 1875. A report from 
every branch is desired, by delegates or by 
mail. All changes should be given since 
last reports, with dates and items in full. 
If no changes, will the presidents or clerks 
please write us a card to that effect. 

By order of H. A. STEBBINS, 
President. 

NOTIFIED TO APPEAR. 
Br. John H. Davis is hereby notified to 

appear before a Court of Elders to answer 
charges preferred against him, either in 
person or by letter, on or before the 29th 
day of January, 1876, at two p.m., at the 
residence of Elder John Thomas, Pleasant 
View Branch of the Spring River District. 
By order of president John Thomas. 

C. M. FULKS clerk. 

Annual Reports. 
Some district clerks have written me tha.t 

they can not make a report on January 1st 
of the numerical strength of their district, 
·as some branches have failed to report to 
the conference next preceding the first of 

·January. But it is necessary to have a re
port of the district, and therefore the only 
way is to give a statement as far as the 
district clerks have records or reports of 
branches, thus giving a summary of totals 
as provided for in the blank lately present
ed in the Herald. Scattered branches, not 
belonging to districts, will also please re
member the resolution of last General Con
ference, and make an annual report np to 
the first of January, sending to me at their 
earliest convenience. 

H. A. STEBBINS, 
Church Secretary and Recorder. 

PLANO, Ill., Dec. 28, 1875 .• 

Contentment with doing the best we are 
able to is comfort. stimulant, :wd strength; 
but contentment with half doing is dragging. 

MARRIED. 
At Bevier, Macon county, Missouri, Nov

ember 29th, 1875, by Elder E. Rowland, 
Mr. Thomas Matthews to sister Martha. 
Griffith, both of Bevier. 

DIED. 
At Stewartsville, Olmstead county, Min

nesota, November 25th, 1875, Br. Elansing· 
B. Smith, age not given. 

He united with the Church in the town of 
Brooklyn, Ohio, in the year 1836; joined 
the Reorganization in 1870, in the Farm 
Creek Branch. He lived in full faith of the 
latter day work. He left a wife and six 
grown children to mourn his loss. 

Wipe away those tears, dear mother, 
We will weep no more for him; 
'Tis hard we know with him to part, 
But we are left to comfort your wounded 

heart. E. J.P. 
At her home in Fall River, Mass., Nov

ember 24th, 1875, of lung fever, sister Han
nah Cowen, aged 75 years. 

She was baptized by Elder William Cot
tam, and we have reason to believe that she 
died firm in the faith. She was interred in 
the Washburn Cemetery, Hixville, Mass., 
November 28th. Funeral service by Elder 
John Gilbert. 

Near Cambridge, Illinois, February 26th, 
1875, of old age, brother John Hatton, aged 
79 years.· 

Was a member of the Kewanee Branch; 
obeyed the gospel in 1841, in Lancashire, 
England. Funeral sermon by Elder John 
Chisnall. 

At Plum Hollow, Fremont county, Iowa,. 
December 3d, 1875, Andrew Marion Jack
son, son of Bro. John and Sr. Rhoda Jack
son, aged 2 years, 3 months and 10 days. 
. Funeral service by R. J. Anthony and· 
George Kemp. 

Near Alma, Illinois, December 9th, 1875. 
Thomas Roberts, son of Henry and Marga
ret Roberts, born at Union mines, St. Clair 
county, Illinois, March 30th, 1872. 

Pilgrim's Progress. 
Pilgrims progress in similitude of actua] 

life in the nineteenth century. Pilgrim be
coming disatisfied with the Baptist way h& 
returns to the head of the way to try anoth
er, with the hope that he may find one· 
strictly in accordance with his guide book, 
which he believes correct, from this reason 
among others, namely, that it contains pre
dictions that have been literally fulfilled 
agreeably :with the most reliable history. 
A people (the Jews) was to be scattered 
throughout the land, plagued, persecuted, 
etc.. He reads also that the trne path way 
for a season was to be closed, and that a. 
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messenger was to be sent to open it again. 
\Rev. 14: 6.) He considers these things, as 
he examines the different creeds of the keep. 
·ers of the several roads .after he returns. 
Finally he comes across one that seems less 
popular that the rest which he is told by one 
of the world is the "Mormon way," that one 
"Joe Smith" opened it for speculation, and 
that after said Smith was killed on account 
of doctrines he taught. One took it in hand 
fo direct the people in that way, and Bi;ig
ham Young is now the chief, "'.hose habita
tion is among yonder mountams, and that 
he is supported as a king, while his subjects 
are a miserable set of slaves and ruffians, 
and here Pilgrim is advised that if he values 
his name and don't want to risk his money 
and his life to not venture among them, or 
be seen to converse with any of them. Pil
urim not feeling just now in a talking mood 
~ays nothing but to nod his head, which 
Mr. Lighthead observing passes on, leaving 
Pilgrim to do as he is a mind. G. I. 

The Rusll for Swing's Pews. 
The new Swing church' in :M:cVicker's 

theatre may be said t.o have got in its coal 
for the winter. It wont have to go to the 
Aid and Relief society for fuel nor raiment, 
and is in first rate shape after the style of 
Solomon's temple arrayed with much fine 
gold ; or, since Bill Allen caved so magnifi
eently, what is the same thing, a fine sur
plusage of greenbacks. Those ':'ho had the 
nleasure of witnessing the frantic efforts of 
the genial George Carpenter in arranging 
the little preliminaries of the grand French 
band splurge some years ago, must have 
been forcibly reminded of those palmy days 
eould they have seen him at Jansen, Mc
Clurge & Co.'s bookstore on yesterday rak
ing in tens and twenties by. ~he hatful. 
Miserable sinners, eager for sp1r1tual grace, 
and who had withstood the frosty air of the 
early morning, from something like 4 or 5 
o'clock until 7, with the aid of blankets 
enough to equip a quarterma.ster's depart
ment, shiveringly besought him to do them 
the kindness to acce.pt their treasury notes 
in exchange for the magic ticket which was 
to give them a place for the next 52 Sun·· 
days within the charmed circle of Swing's 
pious oratory. Aud now the stone that was 
despised and rejected by the Presbyterian 
true blues has become "the head of the cor
ner," for where is the saintly crowd of bil
ious deacons or hard grit elders that can 
rake in $10,000 in cash in a single day for 
their sanctury? The best seats, parquette (!) 
and dress circle(!), went off rapidly at $20 
apiece; and morn of 'em left .. for to·day; 
the others brought $10 apiece readily, choice 
locations being allotted on the rule of' 'first 
come first served," as is right and impartial. 
The sale will open to-day early in the mor
ning at the same place.-Chicago 1'imes. 

GOLDEN GRAINS. 
He who talks, sows; he who listens, reaps. 
The kindest and happiest pair will find 

occasion to forbear. And something every 
day they live to pity and perhaps forgive. 

Words like leaves are of little weight; 
deeds are like fruit, having substance. 

Man is made great or little by his own 
will.-Schiller. 

Deliberate slowly, execute promptly, state 
facts with clearness, urge arguments with 
calmness, and relate stories with truth and 
brevity. 

If I have made an appointment with you 
I owe you punctuality; I have no right ~o 
throw away your time ifI do my own.--Cecil. 

Repentance without amendment is like 
continually pumping without mending the 
leak. 

For Saints to forgive all, and condemn 
none, is a safe guard to endure, and a pass
port to salvation. 

Unless you are growing wise and good, 
I can't respect you for growing old; 

'Tis a path you would fain avoid if you could, 
And it means growing ugly, suspicious and cold. 

Men judge us by the success of our efforts, 
God looks at the efforts themselves. 

You need not tell all the truth unless to 
those who have a right to know it all; but 
let all you tell be truth.-Borace 11fann. 

When you see a man happy as the world 
goes-contented with himself', and content
ed with what is around him-such a man 
may be, and probably is, decent and respec
table; but the highest is not in him, and 
the highest will not come out of him.-Froiide. 

Blank Books: 
Branch Records, well bound in Leather backs and cor

ners muslin sides1 printed headings, and ruled for 
312 ~ames. Every branch should have one. 2 00 

Branch Records, same as above, for 624 names. 3 00 
District Records printed headings and ruled for 1,248 

names, and bdund same as above 3 00 

NO TICE. 
,. _When changing your place of residence, or de~iring 

~y6b.r paper sent to a. different post-office, be particular 
iu giving, in full, the name of the post-of?~e, C?unty, 
and state where you had been last receivmg it, and 
distinctly state the name of the post-offic.e, county and 
state to which you wish your paper sent in the future. 

If your paper has been going in a package, state 
whose. 

'\Yhen mailing a letter, whether in a railroad car, on 
a steamboat or while visiting at a friend's, in_ every 
instance giv; your own address where you are ta Icing 
you1· paper. 

If your paper has been discontinued, state where 
you have last been taking it, and the time it was stop 
ped. 

fJ.'RE TRUE LATTER DAY SAINTS' HERALD is published 
SEMI-l'i!ONTHLY, at Plano, Kendall Co., Illinois, by the 
Board of Publication of the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and is edited by 
JOSEPH SMITH. Two DOLLARS per year. . 

ti!~l i~~:~~!~n~~~' ~::e~~c~n~f ~~s~~~~sti~~~=~~1r;; 
directed to Joseph Smith, Box 50, Plano, Kendall Co., 
lll:inois. All sums over Five Dollars should be seB.t by 
Draft on Chicago, Pust Office Order on Plano, by regia· 
tered letter, er by Express. Remittances sent in any 
other manner '>Vill be at the risk of the sender. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE <O 
i:- . 

LATTER DAY SAINTS' HERALD;: 
<P 

·/,Q 
s:::: 

======================================,·<G '~ 
"HEAltKEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, FOR THERE SHALL NOT A.NY MAN AMONG YOU HAVE BAVB IT BB 

ONE WIFE; AND OONCUBINEB EE 8Hl...LL HA.VE NOun:..''-Book of Mor'lnon. 
"WHEN TRE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN AUTHORITY, THJS PBOPLB REJOIOE; NUT WHEN THE WICKED BEA.RETH 

RULE, THE PEOPLE MOURN."-.Prov. 29: 2. 

t3 
\'(/j_ 
'I-;) 

======================================-
Vol. 23. PLANO, ILL., JANUARY 15, 1876. No.2. 

A Backwa1·d Glance at lS75. 
As the year 1875 had been looked to 

for some years, at least by a few, as one 
that would be fraught with events, and 
as one that might be looked to "as a time 
Df trouble," we were induced to make a 
few notes of passing events, as they were 
reported at this office; chiefly, through 
<me of the leading Chicago journals; and 
of those reported we have noted only 
the most important. But meager as our 
Teport is, it should be enough to move 
the hearts of the virtuous and truth
loving with a feeling of sorrow at the 
evils, troubles, woes and sins of our race. 

The year 1875 is peculiarly marked 
Dn account of the sacrifice of hum an life 
from varied causes, and in many instan
ces, imparalleled disasters, which. were 
confined to no one country or hemis
phere, but seemed to be as widespread 
in their occurrence as our race on the 
habitable earth. This brief chapter of 
notes and records of the year's disasters, 
has its beginning with the year, in one 
of' the grandest, most widely extended, 
and disastrous volcanic eruptions known 
to historic times. The fires bursting 
from beneath were by pent up forces, 
carried thousands of foet into the air. 
And as if in opposition to this j in early 
spring, the floods began to break looRe, 
and come down upon the inhabitants of 
the plains, destructive to life and prop
erty, while the earth, as if in agony at 
the scenes that were being enacted up
on her bosom, qiwlced in every quarter, 
while tens of thousands from her throes 
met early and untimely deaths.. Ema
ciated famine, seeing, as it were, the 
elements revelling in the destruction of 

Whole No, 338 . 

human life, came in for a share, and 
ere relief could be obtained swallowed 
up its tens of thousands. The pesti
lence seeing the rich harvest that other 
agencies were reaping, breathed its nox
ious breath over the Islands of the Sea, 
and the land once pressed by the feet of 
Prophets and Apostles, and within a few 
weeks, towns and villages were laid 
waste, and double decades of thousands 
Runk down, victims to the fell destroyer. 
Not f!atisfied with thfl slow tread of the 
pestilence, destruction mounted the swift 
winds, and swept as a besom over land 
and sea, leaving behind a record of 
death, ruin and sorrow. But destruc
tion stopped not here. Storms and 
tempest, the lightning's flash and the 
thunder's roll, all added their volume to 
the death roll. And as if to make de
struction more complete, explosions 
swells the number of' their victims to 
hundreds; and to render the history 
more horrible, devouring flames light 
up the world in the consumption of 
thousands of millions of dollars worth of 
property; and that. the scenes might 
appear more appallrng, they were ever 
and anon illuminated with some of the 
most singular, unprecedented and de
structive electrical phenomena known to 
our time. And to add still another 
wonder to the list, we chronicle a grand 
grand meteorological phenomenon. 

To fill up the measure of events in 
this almost prophetic year, riots, specks 
of war, and a general preparation on the 
part of the leading powers of earth, cast 
their sliadows before, indicating comfog 
events. And as this chapter opened 
with Mount Hecla, and a grand vol-
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canic scene in Iceland, we close it with 
the threatening of Mount Vesuvius, and 
a looked for outbreak there. 

In addition to all this, like the up
heavals of society were casting up its 
filth and crime; the corruption in the 
body politic, from high to low; the hy
pocrisy and deceit in religious circles, 
in their disregard of the moral law and 
marriage vow; the fearful increase of 
crime of every name and shade; the 
growing weakness everywhere, in men, 
to respect virtue and acknowledge the 
truth when found or made apparent to 
their understandings, seems enough to 
cause the honest in heart everywhere to 
inquire in their own minds and of their 
fellows, "Are we not living in the times 
prophesied of, when the imaginations of 
the hearts of the would be evil 
continually, 'as in day of Noah 
the days when 'sound doctrine' 
not be and when the 

er 
waters 

and at last reach the 
nal rest. 

We -present our notes in the order 
that we- re~eived them. and under the 
several heads above indicated. 

EARTHQUAKES. 
Early in January earthquakes occmrecl in all 

directions in Iceland, followed by a general np
heaval of the earth in thew hole central pmtion 
of the island, a more foll account of which, see 
under head of "volcanoes." 

March 1. A shock was felt in Australia, and 
on the 14th the severest shock ever experienced 
in the Taraungu district, occurred on tho morn
ing of the date last mentioned. 

March 28th to April 1st, thirty-two earth
quakes occurred in Loyalty Islands, and a titlal 
wave that carried avrny three villages and about 
2,000 people. 

May 18. Earthquake in New Granada, six: 
cities destroyed. The city of Cucnta entirely 
obliterated; sixteen thousand lives were de
stroyed by tho calamity. 

June 18. A shock was felt in Ohio and In
diana. 

March 30. An earthquake occurred at Lifu, 
Friendly Islands, during which a tidal wave 
swept away a village and destroyed a number 
of lives. At San Cristobal, Mexico, seventy 
perished from the effects of a "quake." 

Aug. 8. A shock was folt at Holister, Cali
fornia. 

Sept. 1. Several shocks wore reported from 
the Darling district, Qneensland, Australia. 
Sarne elate e, quake was felt at J\fanhattan ar,d 
Topeka.1 I(ansas. 

Nov. 14. Another shake in California. 
Dec. 8 and 9. At Porto tho town of 

Arccibo, a:most entirely dp,,tr,nrrvl 

Dec. 22. "A violent was felt at 
RicJunond, 'tirginia. The 
in all parls of the city. 

Over thonsnntl 
to have 

nearly t-wo-thiHls 
through 

Tho "nnnarallo1od t1isasters11 

IIccL1 1 '.\-cr0 follo\ved cnrly in 
about I\Iount 
January with 

of th8 lancl 1 

A district of 
earthq11akcs ::,nd vast 
followed Lv ren2wcd 

c({n:1l to tv,ro hundred miles in extent. 
rendered 

hon1elcss. several aTho 
1vorlcl rc1;0-w11ed Geysers 1vere driod np

1 
and in-

stead of 1vator, these fnnnols emitted 
,immense q11antities hot smoke and 
-which, duriug the night, 
and feet in the appeared 
nrnnR of for of DJilcs. 
During tho \veeks of 1875, 11ount V-.-esnvius· 
showecl an increase of fire rrnd smoke. and an-
other outbreak is feared there. · 

nOODS. 
The unparalleled floods of the year 1875, both 

in this conntry and Europe, opened in our own· 
land, in the eastern part, Pennsylvania and 
the southwest, their destruction being confined 
mainly to property, but fow lives being report-· 
eel lost. 

June 21. Jacksonville, 
Quincy, Illinois, were" visited 
of lightniut;, 1vi11d and rain, 
\Vhicli did g:rcat damage. 

Springfield and 
fearful stormc;, 

great floods' 
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June 23. Great floods reported if1 France; 
,,and on the 28th, in the "havoc and horror" of 
the inundation along the Goronne, and other 
.streams, fully 2,000 lives were reported lost on 
the Goronne alone, and damage to property 
-:reckoned at $45,000,000. The same paper re
ports an equally terrible flood in Northern Aus

'.tria. 
June 29. There occurred an unprecedented 

and fnrious thunder storm, with vivid and al
most incessant lightning, and rain, which fell 
in torrents, accompanied by a fall of ice and 
hail, covering the roofs of houses and hills, to a 
<lepth of two feet, resulting in the flooding or 
the city of Buda, Hungary, and the loss of 
one lmndred lives. 

Jnly 2. Damage by French floods, reckoned 
at $60,000,000, and the loss of 3,000 lives. 

Jnly 7. The rivers Toques and Obequet, 
overflowed their banks, causiqg some Joss of 
life. 

July 8. Des Moines and Coon rivers, Iowa, 
-overflowed, doing much damage. 

July 15. Floods were in England and Wales, 
water still rising, fourteen lives lost. 

July 31. Heavy rains and fearful storms, 
with floods, floods-loss of several lives from 
drowning, and groat destruction of crops report
ed in the ffooded districts of Missouri, Illinois, 
Tennessee, Indiana, Ohio, Iowa, Kentucky, Ne
braska, and Arkansas. Damage inestimable. 

Aug. 2. Yesterday's reports of tho floods in 
Illinois, Inuiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, ·west 
Virgirii.a1 and Tennessee, more than confirmed. 
Millions of bushels of wheat had been carried 
away. In one locality in Indiana, six millions 
of bushels of corn was reported drowned out. 
1J ntold millions of dollars damage was done in 
the States indicated. 

Aug. 3. Reports of the last two clays con
firmed, with an additional account of a fall of 
snow in Memphis, Tenn., on the 2d of August. 

Ang. 5, furnished extended reports of winds 
and flood-and incalculable clarnapce done by 
overflows along the Ohio, Illinois, 'Wabash and 
other rivers. Several persons reported drown
ed. 

Aug. 6, The reported loss by the floods, in 
five counties in Indiana, reckoned to be $12,-
000,000.-Tri7June, 

1\.ug. 18. Advices from India reported flood 
on the Irrawadda River, and immerrne damage 
to property. 

Sept. 8. Unprecedented floods in Northern 
Illinois and Wisconsin. 

Sept. 19. The lightnings, tlrnnclers, cy8lones, 
wrecks of vessels, railroad accidents, and the 
loss of life and property on the lakes and on 
land, was much greater than was at first antici
pated. In many places the storm being unpre
<eedented in the memory of the oldest inhabit
ants. 

Sept. 13. Heavy floods reported in the south 
of France-vineyards flooded and 120 houses 
destroyed in tho department of Lozen, accompa
nied with great loss of life. The _river Turn 
and others had overflowed, 

Sept. 15 to 17. At Galveston, on the south
east coast of Texas, a heavy storm from -the 
south, of unprecedented violence drove the 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico before it, causing 
an unusual rise of water along the coast, flood
ing the country for several miles, inland, in 
many places. The island of Galveston was 
submerged to a depth of two and a half feet at 
the highest point. The water was swept alter
nately from gulf to bay and bay to gulf, destroy
ing over one hundred houses, besides doing 
much other damage. Several lives were lost. 
The rise of water being unparalleled. During 
the same storm the town of Indianola had near
ly every house swept away; whole families dis
appearing, were heard of no more. Bodies 
were strewn along the shore of Matagorda 
Bay, for a distance of twenty miles. Over 200 
persons perished. Several other small towns 
along the coast were nearly, if not quite, ob
literated. Immense damage was done to prop
erty. A great -amount of live stock perished 
from the incoming tide. 

Sept. 28. A destructive flood was reported 
in the valley of the Loe, Ireland, inundating a 
portion of the city of Cork, and the country for 
miles around, doing immense damage. Similar 
accounts were reported from other parts of Ire
land and Scotland. Dispatches from Madura, 
India, (Aug. 8), gave an account of the sudden 
swelling of a rnonntain stream, by' which 200 
pilgrims were swept from the shore of time, 
w bile assembled at their shrine. 

Oct. 10. London dispatches state that the 
floods in Leicestershire and Warwickshire, En
giand, did "very great damage to property,'' 
Some livos were lost. 

Oct. 11 furnished accounts of recent terrible 
disasters and damage by floods', in the sonth of 
France, occasioned by a continued storm of rain 
for eight day@ and nights, accompanied with 
lightning and thunder, No less than 100 lives 
were lost; damage reckoned at 33,000,000. 
francs; 400 houses were carried a\vay by the 
flood. In many instances the destruction was 
so sudden, that rich and poor, were alike car· 
ried away together. At the date above men
tioned, crops and vineyards were rotting under 
water. The floods invaded cemeteries, exhumed 
the dead, and displaced the monnments of piety 
and affection. The rich and the poor that had 
not been carried away in the general ruin were 
gathered up and buried, unrecognized by either 
priests or people. About the time that the 
above scenes were transpiring in France, high 
waters along the Mediterranean, from the rise 
or mountain torrents, caused an overflow inland, 
while the tempest caused the Mediterranean to 
sweep over the streets of Palavas. The shores 
were covered with wrecks of fishermen's crafts 
and merchant vessels. 

Oct. 25. Niue teen lives reported lost at:;;[ ot
tingham and Bmton, from floods on the Trent, 

Nov. l l. During tl10 week past there was 
a heavy ft<ll of rain in England and France. 
Many parts of both conutries were flooded. 

Nov. 15, 5 A.M. Disastrous floods were re-
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ported throughout Euglaud aud Ireland. The 
river Fulka, near Dublin, burst its bauks and 
submerged thousands of acres. "Thousands of 
houses under water." On the same date, the 
tide in the Thames was the highest on record 
-the estimated damage caused by it in Loudon 
aud neighborhood was $5,000,000. 

Nov. 22. Heavy storm visited southern and 
western Texas. Trains were stopped, and 
steamers would not leave Houston. 

FAMINE. 

During the early part of the year, 20,000 peo
ple perished from famine in Asia Minor, before 
relief could reach the afflicted region. A like 
affliction threatened other localities. Grim
visaged want, through an almost general failure 
of crops, threatened the Russian Empire at the 
close of summer, with a visit of its emaciated 
form. While the inhabitants of large districts 
of our own land sighed, as living clouds (grass
hoppers) floated over and settled about them, 
blighting their prospects and threatening them 
with famine. 

DISASTERS INLAND. 

Feb. 25. A falling wall broke through the 
roof of a church in New York, killing five and 
wounding thirty. : 
; April 23. Three steamers burned at the 
New Orleans levee. five lives lost. 

May 26. Railroad collision near Washing
ton, D. C., many of the employees and passeng
ers injured. 

1Iay 24. Au Austrian ferry-boat sunk in 
the Tyrol, with Roman Catholic pilgrims on 
board; 66 lives lost. 

June 3. Sixty persons drowned by the cap
sizing of a li~hter on the Tagns in Portugal. 

July 5. Railroad collision near Far Rocka
way, Long Island, 7 persons killed, 6 totally 
wounded, and 22 seriously injured. 

Sept. 9. Propeller Equinox lost on Lake 
Michigan, 26 persons drowned. 

Sept. 10. Steam barge JYiendota lost on I,ake 
Michigan, 8 persons drowned. 

August 29. Collision on the J\fidland Rail
road, England, fl ve persons killed, and forty 
wounded. 

Sept. 11. Eleven persons perished from 
poisonous gasses in a mine in England. 

July 5. Horrible railroad disaster in New 
York, 7 persons killed and many wounded. 

July 27. Railroad train broke through a 
bridge over the Mississippi river, at Brainard, 
7 persons reported killed. 

Aug. 5. A water spout burst over the town 
of Kirn, in Prussia, and drowned 13 persons. 

Aug. 17 Railroad disaster near Gower, Mo.; 
2 lives lost. 

Aug. 20. Steamer Comet sunk on Lake Su
perior, 10 persons drowned: loss $25,000. 

Aug. 27. Steamer Smoley City, together 
with barges loaded with 260,000 bushels coal, 
sunk. 

Sept. 11. Eleven persons perished from gas 
in a colliery, in England. 

Sept. 29. Railroad disaster at Sorel, Canada, 

11 killed and 25 wounded; same date at Ham
ilton, Ohio, 3 killed and several wounded. 

Nov. I. Near Summersville, New Jersey, a 
locomotive explosion killed five and wounded 
over 30. 

Nov. 15. Railway accident in Sweden, 6 
persons killed and 12 wounded. During Christ
mas festivities at a school-room in Switzerland, 
a floor broke down, resulting in the death of 80 
persons and the wounding of fifty others. 

Dec. 21. Steamship Louisiana, from West 
Indies, sunk in the Gironde River, after a col
lision, 16 persons drowned. 

Dec. 28. A railroad smash up in Vermont. 
DISASTERS AT SEA. 

March 4. Steamer Gothenburg, wrecked in 
Bass's Straits, between Vandimon's land aud 
Australia. Out of 120 persons on board, only 
22 were saved. 

May 7. Steamer Schiller wrecked near 
Bishop's Rock, Scilly Islands, off the Cornwall 
coast; 380 persons drowned. The Cadiz, 62 
drowned; the Fusing, a Chinese steamer, 50 
drowned; the American ship, Violetta, 42 drown
ed. 

May 30. Steamer Vicksburg, bound for Liver
pool from Montreal, went down in a field of ice 
150x200 miles in extent; 83 lives lost. 

April 14. Steamer Ocean, sunk between 
Shanghia and Trentsin; 50 Jives lost. 

1Iav 25. About this time another steamer 
was reported destroyed; 115 lives lost. 

June 18. Ship Champlaign lost on North 
Farralone Island; 2 lives lost. 

June 24. A great gale at Valparaiso did great 
damage to shipping, about 50 lives were lost, 
several vessels sunk, and others driven ashore. 

July 5. Steam tug Lumberman run down off 
Sewell's Point, by steamship Isaac Bell, and 
sunk in fifty feet of water, 9 persons drowned. 

Aug. 18. Yacht sunk in the English Chan
nel, several lives lost. Same date a vessel was 
sunk by powder explosion at Barcelona, Spain; 
50 lives lost. 

Sept. 7. Steamer one day out from Nassau, 
burned. 

Aug. 21. Typhoon reported from Chifu, 3 
European and many Chinese vessels wrecked 
and 30 lives lost. 

Oct. 4. Swedish steamer, J. L. Eager, sunk 
on the B~ltic Sea; 35 lives lost. 

Oct. 14-23. Fifty persons lost their lives by 
shipwreck on the coast of Scotland. 

Oct. 18. A subterranean disturbance occur
red on the Pacific coast, and a heavy swell, 
without wind, that sent the waves from one to 
three hundred feet inland. 

Nov. 1. London dispatches stated that 200 
mariners and others were drowned in the North 
Sea, during the storm of the past week. 

Nov. 3. A vessel was lost on the Scilly 
Islands, 8 persons drowned. 

Nov. ,1. Steamer Pacific sunk off the coast 
of Oregon, nearly 200 lives lost. Loss of ves
sel $150,000. 

Nov. 9. Steamship TTTaco, burned off Gal
veston (Texas) harbor, 50 persons snpposed to 
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have been burned with her, as no traces were 
l1eard of them. Loss to owners $350,000. 

Nov. 11. Bark Toronto from Glasgow, Scot
land, reported lost, 1 survivor, 13 persons per
ished. 

Nov. 14. Ship Calcutta reported wrecked 
on Grosse Isle, on the first instant; 23 persons 
drowned. On same date, schooner sunk off the 
east coast of Canada--entire crew snpposed to 
have been lost. 

Nov. 15. Brig Maria reported capsized at 
sea, October 25th, 17 lives lost. 

Nov. 15. British ship Astreda, lost off An
dressel, near Boulogne, 9 of the crew drowned. 

Dec. 8. Steamer Dutchland wrecked on the 
coast of Kent, England, 7 8 lives reported lost. 

In addition to the 1740 Ii ves reported lost 
many are not enumerated. 

STORMS. 
June 9. A violent storm passed over the 

city of Paris, and to the south of }<'ranee, doing 
$200,000 damage alone in the city. 

On the night of the 14th and 15th of June, a 
heavy storm of wind and rain throughout the 
central portion of California did much damage. 

June 14. Southern Minnesota was visited 
with a terrific hail and rain storm, unprecedented 
in that region. 

June 18. St. Louis, Missouri, was visited 
with an unprecedentedly violent and flooding 
storm, which did great damage; on the same 
date, Kansas City, Missouri, seemed to be the 
center of a most terrific storm, the severest 
within thirty years; the rain fell in torrents; 
several houses were struck by lightning. Much 
damage was done. 

June 21. There was a fearfnl storm at 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

June 24. Storm at South Bend, Indiana, un
roofed honses, and did much damage to crops. 

June 25. At Mendota, near St. Paul, Min
nesota, a severe storm unroofed and destroyed 
buildings, with loss of life; same date a terrible 
gale passed over Reel Oak, Iowa, doing consider
able damage. 

June 29. Heavy storms and tornadoes occur
red in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, 
Kansas, and Illinois, doing great damage to 
crops and buildings, and causing considerable 
loss of life. 

March 26. A great snow storm visited Je
rusahim, accompanied with thunder and light
ning, snow one foot deep in the "Holy City." 

July 8. A terrific hail storm visited the 
Swiss Canton, on the French frontier; the hail
stones were of unnsual size, killing and wound
ing many persons, and doing much damage. 

July 11. Another destructive storm occur
red at Buda, Hungary, destroying all the tempo
rary works erected subsequent to the storm of 
June 26th, and causing the fall of several large 
towers. 

July 17. A heavy rain and hail storm swept 
over a large portion of the State of Iowa, doing 
immense damage to crops, hail weighing from 
two to five ounces. 

Aug. 4. A terrific storm swept over tho 

city of Omaha, Nebraska, attended with vivid 
lightning and fearful thnncler, and a heavy fall 
of hail, many of the stones weighing from one 
and a half to over two pounds i;ach. The 
damage to window glass alone, in the city, was 
estimated at $40,000 

Aug. 30. Heavy rain and thunder storm at 
Washington City, D. C.; loss by the destruction 
of one dam, $100,000. :Merchants on Pennsyl
vania A venue lost thonsands by the flooding of 
streets and cellars. 

Sept. 4. Heavy rains in Iowa, "water conrses 
from three tO four feet higher than ever 
known." 

Aug. 2G. At Patten's Station, Nebraska, a 
heavy hail storm occurred, lasting twenty 
minutes; stones on an average three inches in 
diameter; a passenger train was wrecked, all 
the glf\SS on the south side was broken, dam
aging the train over $2,00P. 

Sept. 13. A violent storm in the vicinity of 
Montpelier-great· damage done to crops-a 
water spout at St. Chinian destroyed abont 50 
houses and drowned about 88 persons. 

Nov. 15. A heavy storm was prevailing, 
and much damage done by high tides at Dover, 
Boulogne, and other sea ports on the British 
and French coasts. 

TORNADOES. 
The year was unusually characterized for 

tornadoes and hurricanes, the very elements 
seemed to have revelled in the destruction of 
life and property, sweeping hither and thither 
over the earth as besoms of destruction. 

There were, in all, twenty-three reported at 
this office; from the following conn tries and 
states, with the following results in loss of life: 

fo Hong Kong, 500; Georgia, 317; Chili, GO; 
Lousiana, 2 0; France, 11 ; Mi~souri, 6: Missis
sippi, 11; Arkansas, 5; Michigan, 4; South 
Carolina, 2; Kansas, 1; Illinois, 5; Indiana, 1 ; 
Florida, 1; making a total of 949. The freaks 
and forces which characterized these phenom
ena of the atmosphe.re, are indeed marvelous 
to consider: accounts of which we have neith
er time nor" space to give. 

In addition to the above the following locali
ties were visited with tornadoes: J nne 14th, 
Quincy, Ill.; 27th, Detroit, Mich.; Aug. 3d, 
State of Indiana; Aug. 6th, Knox, JJee and De
Kalb counties, Ill.; Nov. 5th, and Granville, 
Florida, which exerted, in places, a wondrous 
force, killing and wounding many, and blowing 
down hundreds of houses. Damrnage immense. 

EXPLOSIONS. 
March 23. An explosion occurred in a coal 

mine near Charleroi, Belgium, causing the 
death of many persons. 

May 1. Explosion of Bunker Hill Colliery, 
Eni(land; 41 lives lost. 

May 26. An Explosion in a drng store in 
Boston, Massachusetts, killed several persons, 
and wounded others. 

June lG. Explosion in a manufactory of fire 
works, in Boston, 6 persons Killed. 

Aug. 6. J~xplosion in the Arsenal, at Brides
burg, Pennsy1van1a 1 1 killed and JU 'wounded~ 
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Nov. 12. Explosion in the l\faynehaye Col
liery, Belgium, 40 dead bodies had been taken 
from the mine, it was thought there ;were sever
al more. 

Dec. 3. Twenty persons were killetl by an 
explosion in a mining pit near Tredegar, Wales. 

Dec. 3. .Another colliery accident resulted 
in the death of seven men. 

Dec. 6. .A colliery explosion at Llanelly, 
Wales, occrcsioned the death of 12 persons. 

Dec. 7. One hundred and thirty persons 
were killed by an explosion at the Swathe }fain 
Pit, Yorkshire, England. 

Dec. 9. Ten pei·sons killed by an explosion 
at Leeds, England. 

Dec. 11. A dynamite explosion on the 
steamer lifosel, at Bremerhaven, Germany, 128 
persons killed, and 56 woundecl. 

Dec. 16. Explosion of fire damp at Framie
res, lliO reported killed and several wounded. 

Dec. 22. A gas main exploded in a crowded 
street in Boston, Massachusetts, killing and 
wounding several persons. The sidevvalk \VftS 

torn up for 17 5 feet. 
Dec. 28 An explosion occurred at Kings-

ton, Pennsylvania, killing 3, and wounding 
several others. · 

LIGIIT::-i!XG. 

1875 were 
more according to 
current reports, than in any year witl1in the 
memory of the present generation. The St. 
Louis Repiiblican, in a long article of over two 
columns, under tho c11ption of "Electric Death," 
rr1akes np a •tstartliug record11 for the season1 to 
Aufrnst 1st, in which it says: 

"Not aloue in the accounts of tornadoes 
which have entaileii immense loss, both in city 
and rural districts, nor in the summary of de
vastation by floods, nor in the estimates of dam
age to crops from a week of unpropitious 
weather in the record of the remarkable sum-
mer not there is a death roll at-
tached the which is without 
a parallel in lhe history of the country, the 
number of those killed by lightning being far 
greater than is generally supposed." 

The wide extent of territory from which tho 
"record" of electrical freaks, forces and disas
ters were made up, is so great, embracing, 
as it does, the "OW" and "New "'World," 
that but a few of the most important ac
counts were transmitted to the "news centers." 
A review of the incidents recorded, of electric
al phenomena, its singlurity, vividness and 
force, seems enough, in view of the warnings 
to this generation, to make men tremble at the 
foifillment of what has been written relative to 
our time. 

EPIDEil!ICS. 

In the :Fiji Islands, 50,000 persons are re
ported to have perished from the measles, prior 
to July. In many places towns were depopu
lated, and the dead loft unburied. 

Jn July, Cholera was reported raging in Da
mascus, and neighboTing cities; in Syria, 400 

cases were reported daily, and the number be
lieved to be much larger.I 

Sept. 11. Six thousand cases of cattle"dis
ease were reported in Devonshire, England. 

FIRE. 

Feb. 6. .At Osaka, Japan, 1200 buildings 
destroyed, and several lives lost. And on tho 
7th, 300 houses were destroyed at Yokohama, 
Japan. 

.April 28. Destructive fire at Oshkosh, Wis
consin. A square mile of the city laid in ruins. 
.A powder Magazine exploded, and several lives 
lost. Loss over $2,000,000. 

May 20. .A fire at Osceola, Pennsylvania, 
destroyed over 250 houses. Loss over $2,000,-
000. 

May 27, French Catholic Church burned 
at Holyoke, Massachnsetts, during the celebra
tion of one of their feasts; 7 5 lives lost and 
many badly impaired. 

M:ay 27. Cathedral Church bqrned in Spring
field, Massachusetts; 66 killed or burned to 
death, 9 mortally wounded. 

June 13. Great loss of petroleum, by fire, 
near Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; damage $400,-
00©. 

:May 18. A big fire in Dublin; loss over 
$300,000. 

June 25. One thousand buildings burned in 
the town of Morschansk, Prussia, 10,000 peo
ple rendered homeless, occasioning a loss of 
$3,750,000. 

July 21. Reported loss by fire $146,000. 
July 23. Reported loss by fire $226,000. 
~l\_ng. 6. Reported loss by fire $240,000. 
Aug. 19. Destructive fires reported in Rus-

sian towns and villages. 
Sept. 6. Reported loss by fire over $100,-

000; and on the 7th, over $230,000. 
July 5. Disastrous fire at Sreenugger,'.India, 

1500 houses burned. Loss immense. 
Sept.11. Loss by fire reported to-day $300,-

000. 
Sept. 12. At Paderborne, Prussia, 100 

buildings were burned, 300 families rendered 
homeless. 

Sept. 18. Reported loss by fire $170,000. 
Sept. 20. Loss by fire $200,000. 
Sept. 21. Loss by fire $150,000. 
Oct. 11. Loss by fire $162,000. Fire in 

Burlin $1,000,000. At Utah Mine, Nevada, 
loss $250,000. 

Oct. 22. Loss by fire $200,000. 
Oct. 26. Virginia City, Nevada, nearly de

stroyed by fire; loss $7,500,000. The burnt 
district was three-fourths by half a mile in ex
tent, 10,000 people rendered homeless. Other 
losses reported same date were $200,000. 

Nov. 3. Great fire in Sherman, Texas, loss 
$300,000. Losses other places same date 
$200,000. 

Oct. 7. Iquique, Peru, was nearly destroyed. 
Loss $5,000,000. 

Nov. 3. Arsenal at Realsberg, Germany, 
burned, 40,000 rifles destroyed. Loss 1,700,· 
ooo. 

Nov. 11. Cotton mills at Glasgow destroyed 
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by fire; loss $1,500,000. 12,000 persons 
thrown out of employment. 

Nov. 12. Reported loss by fire $200,000. 
Nov. 13. Reported loss by fire $180,000. 
Nov. 20. Loss by fire $276,000. 
Nov. 25. Reported loss $160,000. 
Nov. 26. Reported loss $200,000. 
Dec. 1 to 14. l~oss by fire $730,000. 

1IllTEORS. 

Several grand meteorologicnl phenommm 
were witnessed during the year, among the 
most important accounts of which we have 
seen is the following·, from the Ottawa (Kansas) 
Free Press, (date not 

"About 8 o'clock 
and brilliant spectacle was those 
who had tho good fortune to be in the vicinity 
of Chaudiere bridge. L'c large body oftire was 
seen to descend from the blue heavens, and by 
those who vi-itnessed it will not readily be 
forg·otten. It was six feet in diameter 
and as bright as the sun: Yvhich \:Vas shininr; 
bright at the time. J?ollow·ed an hnmcnse 
train of of a Yividness can not be 
easily i:1 an irnmonso 
lJody of blood red flame dense smoko1 it 
foll in direction to the west, and 
then a fearful hissing noise into 
the creating a denso volurne oi' vapor. 11 

llTOTS. 

J:"l dru;,dfnl Tiot had tal\:cn lil:1ce at or in Sau 
San f~alvador1 a city of EJ01ne 

J'l_ small f;'2.Trlso:1 ~vas 
nearly all killed, prominent cl tizons f0H 
victims to the somo 16 houses 

"Catholic 
fcff tho uloody 

nevcrtheleAs1 been 
st1arling at euch other, 
movement. \Vhilo the 

snapping and fight
ing, the large ones with jealous eyes, 
the "bones" over which they were contending, 
each moving here and there to gain strength, a 
more desirable position and a bettor prepara
tion for a defense against tho threatnings, which 
oach seem to fear. 

And of the preparations that were made and 
being made for a possible, if not a probable at
tack, Paris papers and dispatches of August 
19th, in an extended account of the war footing 
of Europe, made the following statistical state
ment, relative to the armies of FJurope and the 
cost of maintaining them. -

"The armies of Europe are 9,000,000 men, 
costing annually £136,804,000," or about eight 
hundred and fifty millions of dollars. 

JI.fay the Ang·~] of Peace hover over 11s. 
:u. B. 0. 

" 

Anfa1uity cf Hie Cross as a Religions 
§ymbol and of the :Doctrine of' 

Yl.earious Aton~ment, 
'I'hore is somethin!.! trulv 

and to fhe ordinarv ~bserv~r unacconnt~ 
about tbe f.!r~at manifested 

aroong the vdse men to Feck 
out every n,:fng relative to the ' and 
to to light all of the hidden rnysto
:ries thereof thnt de\:oted 

of bn~:ied tinie, lr;deed 
the ngt; is rnarked 

" ' 01 researcn 

the }slands of the 2C'!l. 

:rnd purpose cf the 
cB.l in earth and air; 
temporal and eternal of 
and generations ; the 
cient nations, and the reasons for their 
rise, progress and decline 
and overthrow, together )Vitih the con
trolling influence over all the other con
ditions and circumstances of every peo
ple, exercised by the many faiths, re
ligions and superstitions, true and false, 
which have, from the morn of time, 
held more or less sway in every genera
tion-all these facts nre for with 
unwearied diligence. 
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The skeptic and christian alike share 
in the toil. The former seeks for proof 
hoping to convince himself and others 
that there is neither a supreme law
giver nor a divine faith, anxious for a 
time in the near future when religion, 
if it s ball be so called, shall have ad
vanced into the full day of scien ti fie 
:negation, whose dazzling light will nei
ther reveal nor confess any God but 
"Nature," or know any Savior but "Ed
ucation,"-as if there could poosibly be 
any thing incompatible between "Na
ture" and the wise Creator of her laws, 
or between ''Education" and he who 
came to exalt her to the largest liberty I 
of truth. 

The christians understand a portion of 
these new found testimonies, and with 
joy make use of such things as bear wit
ness to the existence of a God of revela
tion aforetime, and of a people with 
whom be conversed, and of prophets who 
received and wrote his word. But other 
forthcoming facts are unacceptable, and 
are also used as weapons against them, 
because they do not understand their 
appiication. Yet from these facts there 
is no escape, (unless they come to the 
fulncss of the truth), even though they 
utterly destroy the theories of their fath
ers; because, having no present com
munication with God, as his former peo
-ple had, they are alone among enemies, 
helpless for present emergencies, and 
unprPpared for the continual new cir
cumRtances in which they need revela
tion from God and direct proof of his 
work to successfully meet infidelity, even 
in their own hearts. 

But the believer in the I.ord's re
established work, and in the approaching 
culmination of events as the period pro
phetically announced, and re-confirmed 
by p1·e~ent revelation, sees much more 
than others in the strange truths brought 
to light. For, recognizing the hand of 
God through it all, he knows that in this 
day of preparatio~ to judge the world, 
the Most High is leaving the nations 
without excuse by giving them testimo
ny upon testimony of their own finding. 

This doubles the weight of evidence, 
and, consequently, the coming condemna-

tion should they reject it; for as cbrist
i.an and skeptic alike refuse to hear his 
voice and continue to reject further rev
elation, he gives them abundant proof, 
and that through channels that they 
must accept, because they obtain it by 
hard labor and at great cost. 

Therefore, through the very intentions 
upon one hand to destroy the old-time 
revelations of the Almighty, and, upon 
the other the determination to prevent 
man from receiving any thing more like 
them, there runs the overruling design 
of the Master that he will establish bis 
word and his work stronger than ever. 

Furthermore, by their zealous labor, 
they are bringing to our very doors and 
placing in our bands, at little cost to us, 
evidences that, are truly "confirmations 
strong as proof of holy writ," notwith
standing one party supposes them to be 
the mightiest weapons against Goel and 
his Christ, while the other class think 
they find enough to overthrow the pres
ent work of the Lord. The subject in 
hand proves the error of the skeptic, 
and the publication of such articles as 
those in the Chicago Times concerning 
'l'he Plates of the Book of Mormon, and 
The Death of Joseph Smith, show that 
our opposers overreach themselves and 
prove too much for their own benefit and 
safety in error. 

And thus every thing works towards 
establishing eternal truth, giving proof 
to all men that Jes us Christ was from 
the beginning the looked for Savior, the 
"coming man," the true leader of whom 
all others were but types; and, further
more, that the Latter Day Saints are not 
mistaken in preaching the divine restora
tion of the gospel in this generation. 
Therefore, to us, these explorers among 
books and fossils, monumental inscrip
tions and starry depths, only bring their 
stores of proof to confirm the divine in
spiration of the Bible, Book of Mormon 
and Book of Covenants; for man's tes
timony harmonizes with these books 
that there exists a personal God, and a 
Savior by whose incarnation aI,Jd atone
ment all the human race from Adam to 
the close of time shall be blest; and also 
that he spake truly when he said that 
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before his second coming he would "send 
forth his angels and messengers of 
heaven."-:M:at. 13 : 42. 

Again, wondrous proof comes forth to 
establish our belief that the fathers of 
the race had as full knowledge and com
prehension of the work to be wrought by 
the Son of God, as we have. The gen
eral idea of the Christian world is that 
the ancients dwelt in "the dim starlight 
before the dawn," or in gaping, wonder
ing ignorance as to what their Creator 
proposed to do with them, or would de
cide to do with this "experiment or new 
invention of his." Prof. Swing and 
other leading ministers think that Abra
ham, Moses, Job, etc., walked home to 
glory with no kndwledge of a Savior, 
but it is the purpose of this article to 
show that they enjoyed the full light of 
Christ's salvation.; that they knew their 
assured redemption and the necessary 
preparatory work therefor; that they 
knew why they were created, and how, 
when and by whom salvation was to 
come; in short that they understood all 
the chances against them and the great
ly exceeding reward in store for them, 
teaching the same to their children, the 
founders of the nations~as these wise 
men now demonstrate. 

Evidently these proofs come to us 
through divine wisdom, and certainly no 
otlier people can harmonize them or use 
this knowledge so well as those to whom 
the Lord reveals his word; and there
fore, it is of the highest importance that 
we should lay hold upon every thing 
that will confirm the word of God, and 
that we should make ourselves acquaint
ed with every thing· that will strengthen 
us in faith, instruct us in doctrine and 
otherwise qualify us for our places of 
duty, unto the final triumph of the 
Lord's work in the sight of all nations. 
Then shall men know that this is what 
the Almighty hath established as the 
universal kingdom of peace and truth, 
which shall have no end. 

Furthermore, the Elders need to seek 
out and get into useful shape every con
firmatory proof that they may be ready 
as actu1J,l and able witnesses for Jesus in 
every emergency, and thus be fitted in 

letter as well as in Spirit, in knowledge 
as well as in• faith, to defend the great 
and important f:i.ct that Jesus was indeed 
the Son of God, the one and only true 
Savior, who, upon the cross atoned for 
the sins of the world. For we must not·. 
only affirm that he taught great moral' 
truths, (which the skeptic also claims· 
for other leaders), but that he had au
thority, such as no other ever had, even· 
from the Supreme God; and that the 
consequence of this divine power mani
fested in him will not only be the salva
tion of the spirit, (as christians accept)\ 
but also the redemption of the whole· 
human race from a temporal death. Iw 
fact the result will be the re-uniting of 
the body and spirit from what would 
have been, without his incarnation and 
exercise of' divine power. an eternal sep
aration of them. Certainly this will be 
a most righteous and royal favor, a most 
benevolent deed, evincing the fatherhood 
of God and the brotherhood of Christ. 

The fast increasing tide ~infidelity 
and unbelief, both in the churches as 
well as out of them, warns us that the 
world, despite its wondrous learning, and 
notwithstanding the "voice from heav
en," (Rev. 18 : 4), slumbers and sleeps; 
and we have the word of God that "t.be 
day of the Lord" shall "come as a thief" 
to the unconseious sleeper, and as a snare 
to the clrspisers. Honest minds and 
truthful hearts are also darkened and 
their vision blinded bv the erroneous 
theories of the creed-inakers and the 
false reasoninf; of so-called rationalism, 
which after all is just. as irrational and 
unsatisfactory as the other, Many think
ing minds are fleeing from their ~bat
tered homes in the old theories, those in
vented by men since revealed religion 
became by apostasy a thing or the past, 
and are seeking shelter in other places, 
but find that those who tore down the 
old can not erect even a limited shelter 
that will be trustworthy, or one fitted for 
every period in the life that now is and 
having certain assurance of the one to 
come. 'l'herefore in neither of these ex
tremes does the seeker after unimpeach
able truth or for a religion that can be 
demonstrated, find rest, but certainty ie 
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what. is wanted, not tomes of logic that 
will leave us as uncertain, unsatisfied and 
unhappy as before. 

Now, one of the very important ques
tions concerning the salvation of man 
and the future life, is the subject of the 
Atonement,, and whether it really has 
the value it purports to have repecting 
these, and if so why and how does the 
lifa or death of oue Savior or many bring 
about this result. Evidently a certain 
knowledge of its true value must origi
nate wit,h and conrn from the source of 
eternal even from God, but evi· 
dence confirming thi.~ olair:1; and. testi

upon tne SUDJect, is also 
and, as man has recently 

gat11ered rnuch frorn an
cienti records and traditions that bears 
witness 'Ni th revelation upon thiB impor
tant I herewith to t11e 

fou1Hlera of tho:;e 
their fathers, 

points which for that reason 
and naturally even 

in of that pure doctrine 
of the Atonement and the Cross so 
known to Adam, Enoch, Noah, Abrn·· 

ham and the leading men, as later reve
latfon more perfectly shows, all through 
the centuries of that dreary four thou
sand years. li'rom them it came down 
as the.people degenerated, until only like 
forms remained, but so corrupted as to 
be very imperfect in meaning and de
graded in use. This would be the in
evitable result among a, race so divided 
and scattered and having no continued 
revelation to guide them. 

The idea of an atonement by the sub
stitution of one victim for another, and 
also that of a atonement by the 
offering of a superior or divine being for 
a naHon or for the whole world, are said 
to be remarkable for their antiquity 
among many nations. '!_'he latter idea 
was a prominent feature in the faith and 
devotion of the so called heathens in all 
parts of the earth. ]foth enlightened 
and barbarouR nations had similar ideas 
and practices. Hs universality is shown 

the writings of travelers and histori
ans, ancient and modern, and by the tra
ditions of many nntions. The idea also 
existed among the aborigines of America, 
t~he South Sea IslandP-rs, the Australians 
and the tribes of Africa. 

As regards the belief in a general 
offering and mediatorship, skeptic writers 
assume that the custom of deifying the 
living, and of erecting fictitious charac
acters as intercessors between God and 
man, originated in the idea that the Su
preme was so exalted a personage that 
mortals could only have communication 
with him through more favored beings. 
Hence peculiarly good men in every na
tion were revered as moral reformers, 
and after their death they were adored 
as sav:ors, under the impression that al
though their earthly mission hacl ended 

that they continued their usefulness 
the eternal world as mediators and in

tercessors for mankind. 
rrradition generally accounted them as 

of mystical birth, the offspring of virgins 
through divine impregnation. They were 
esteemed as the most perfect emblems 
of human perfection and goodness, and 
were worshipped as divine incarnations 
of the Supreme Being in the flesh. •Tra
dition also relates or claims that for the 
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redemption of the human race they be- deities prior to Christ's advent. The 
came victims of the power of evil; and, skeptic says that after his coming it was 
that afterwards they were :resurrected adopted by and became the character
from the grave and ascended to the I istio emblem used by the followers of 
eternal world, from which some of them Jesus in their worship. 
are expected to return as rulers and According to Justin Martyr the be-
judges of t,he world. lievers in JHithras, the Persian Medi-

How plainly, therefore, do these de- ator, "wore the s1:qn of the cross on their 
scriptions manifest the fact that the foreheads as a badge of worship" long 
fathers of the race and the founders of before the Christian era. 
the nations did indeed understand the 1Ye are also assured that in Egypt it 
promised redemption through the Son was used "as signification of ITiternal 
of God, and that they knew the precise Life. A writer says : 
events and peculiar circumstances that "They wore the cross of Osiris (their 
were to mark his birth, };is life and his mediator) just as the chrietians ufterwards 

did the cross of Jes us.'' 
death. Evidently this caused that uni-
versal impression, that deep-seated and Mr. J. D. Baldwin, on pages 109 and 
wide-spread tradition that there was to 110 of his "Ancient America," after 
be one born into the world who should speaking of the cross, so frequently 
act for fallen man the part of atonement, found among the ruins of Central Amor
and by whose intercession and media- ica, writes as follows: 
tion would be brought about the re- "The so-called Latin cross was used in 
demption of the rnce. the Eastern World mn.ny centuries before 

Christ. It was a religious emblem of the 
We are told that before Christ's ap- Phenecians, and the sig"li of the cross appears 

pearance in the flesh there was a uni- suspended from the necks of oriental pris
versal and popular notion that a medi- oners pictured on I~gyptian monuments 

· · ffi · · l which are known to be fifteen hundred years 
ator was reqms1te too mate vicarious Y older than the Christian era. The cross was 
to gain the needed reconciliation. Bishop a common emblem in uncient Egypt, and 
Tillotson of the Church of England was used in the reiigions mysteries of that 
writes of that time as follows: "The country." 
world. was bent, upon addressing their J,ayard, the celebrated arc1neologist, 
requests and supplications to Deity discov12red the representation of the cross 
through some mediator." .Hence the ttmong the ruins of Ninevah. He found 
reason why, in their blindness, the peo- t.he f>cnlptured of an early Nim-
ple invested rnal or fictitious chr.racters rod king, and that from its neck 
with the attributes of n1m·al and spirit- l the sacred of the cross." 
ual power which divine revelation pro-1· H. A. S. 
claimed to be the cb~racteristies of the lbntinued. 
real M:eesiah. I ____ _.._,__ __ 

A certain v:-riter says: ,; of '' 1J.lo"ffi.~tra1011IDfilIB~1ri'' RtffV.fil.e~'re~~ 

these reputed Suviors or Sons of 
as they were c'.l!led. wel'e but 
characters." And. it is said th~lt the 
extravagar, t exaggerations about real 
persons make these accounts as untrust
worthy as were the fictitious ones. 

The widespread faith in a coming Re
deemer is shown by the great antiquity 
and universality of the symbols concern
ing him. For instance it is writ.ten tbt 
'-the siyn of the c:ro."s filled an important 
place'.' in the devotions of the Persia11s, 
Egyptians, Grecians, Indians and ether 
nations in the worahip of their respective 

[Continued from page 9.] 

J\Ir. S. claims that the Aaronic priest
hood was no!; in the primitive church. 
He "It never had a place there." 

it did not so far as name is con-
and yet be in it 1'.n fact, so far 

is concerned. 'This authority, 
or priesthood, was not denominated 
Aaronic or Levitical, it 
was given to Aaron and family of 
I~evi, yet the same priesthood in kind 
existed before. ]~x. 38: 1-3, 41. Num-
3: 12. 

Mr. S. also tells us that the J.ilfelchiz-
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'edek priesthood was not in the church; 
and further, that Christ was not a priest 
till he reached heaven. If no one can 
hold the Melchizedek priesthood on 
,earth, how did it happen that Melchiz
edec was so favored as to hold and exer
cise it in the times of .Abraham? If 
Christ did not hold priesthood on earth, 
by what authority did he baptize, ordain 
others, preach the gospel, and adminis
ter the sacrament of bread and wine? 
He was very particular to comply with 
the law of baptism, and is it presumable 
that he would be less particular in re
;;pect to priestly perogatives? 

He verily performed the functions of 
a priest, even to the offerin12: of a bloody 
sacrifice, which he offered upon the 
cross; and shall we say that he did all 
this without holding priesthood authori
ty? Nay, verily. The idea is as false 
as it is derogatory to the character of our 
·Great High Priest. He was a priest 
'When he offered hirnself' upon Calvary 
for a· ruined race; and he was a priest 
before that--he was rnanifestly one from 
the beginning of his ministry, 

"}3ut," says Mr, S., "Paul says, 'If 
he were on earth he &hould not be a 
priest, seeing that there are priests that 
offer gifts according to the law!' Pre

; he would not be that kind of a 
of ·which Paul is speaking-an 

priest; but thi;; is not to say 
but what he would be a Melchizedek 
priest.. 
~ Christ w~s ::i ~ri;st while on ea.rt~, for 
lt was here tnat ne nogan the work or sac
rifice and offering, None could admin
ister in that respect unless he were a 
priest. The sacrifices and offerings of 
Christ and his rninistrv differ fri lc£nd 
from those of the Aaro~·ic priests under 
t,he faw, yet, both orders of priests min
istered before the Lord. 

That Christ was a Ji'Ielchize<lek priest 
while on earth, is seen in the fact that 
"the high priest entereth into the holy 
place;'' so Christ must be a high priest 
before he could enter into the anti-typi
,eal "holy place,'' even heaven, (Heb, 
9 : 23-25). 

W>e have shown, in another place, that 
MoEes held higher priesthood than 

Aaron; and that Jethro was a priest of 
God, though not of the order of Aaron; 
also that many of the patriarchs, in
cluding Melchizedek, were priests; and 
we have also·shown the probabilities of 
their being of the higher order with 
Melchizedek. And we are not alone in 
concluding that they were Melchizedek 
priest, Smith, in his Dictionary of the 
Bibw, says, that the New Testament 
writers "recognize in Christ, the First
born, the King, the Anointed, the Rep
resentative of the tnie primeval priest
hood after the order of I\1elchizedek, from 
which that of Aaron, however necessary 
for the time, is now seen to have been a 
defiection!'-Art. Priest. This is the 
very sensible result of his profound re
searches upon this subject; and it is in 
harmony with the statements made by 
Joseph Smith, the young prophet and 
seer, inDoctr1:ne and Covenants 10-1: (3): 

"There are, in the church, two priest
hoods, ·namely: the Melchizedek, and the 
Aaronic, including the Levitical priesthood. 
Why the first is called the Melchizedek 
priesthood is because :\Ielchizedek was such 
a great high priest.: before his day it was 
called the holy priesthood, after the order of 
the Son of God; but out of respect or rever
ence to the name of the Supreme Being, to 
avoid the too frequent repetition of his 
name, they, the church, in ancient days, 
called that priesthood after J\Ielchizedek, 
or the J\Ielchizedek priesthood, All other 

I 
authorities, or offices in the church are ap
pendages to this priest.hood; but there are 
two divisions, or grand heads-one is the 
Melchizedek priesthood, and the other is 
the Aaronio, or Levitical priesthood, * * *· 

"The second priesthood is calied the 
priesthood of Aaron, because it was con
ferred upon Aaron and his seed, through
out all their generations. vVhy it is called 
the lesser priesthood is, because it is an ap
pendage to the greater, or the :Melchizedek 
priesthood." 

Here is furnished a reasonable solu
tion of what would otherwise be a very 
complicated and troublesome questiop, 
That there were various priestly offices 
before the law, under the law, and un
der the gospel, is manifest from the 
Scriptures and church history; but their 
respective degrees of authority, their du
ties, rights and priviliges, as also the 
manner in which they were conferred 
and transmitted, are matters not so clear-
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ly and definitely stated as could be de
~ired. Ifwe had all the sacred writings 
given before the law, under the law, and 
under the gospel, with the full history 
·of the church for the first three centu
ries, then, no doubt, much if not all of 
the difficulty that now surrounds the 

. matter would be removed. 
It would seem that before the law, all 

the priestly offices were held as belong
ing to one priesthood; and that also un
der the gospel they were so held, though 
the same priestly authority that was 
conferred upon Aaron and his seed ex
isted before the times of the law, and 
likewise in the church after the law, as 
a code, was abrogated. Both priesthoods 
are but one priesthood; and are two 
-Ollly in the sense of there being two di
visions. 

"All other authorities, or offices in 
the church [including the Aaronic 
priesthood] are appendages [something 
added] to this [Melchizedek J priest
hood." This may account for there be
ing more offices in the early Christian 
-0hurch than there appears to have been 
among God's people in the times of the 
patriarchs, though both peoples held the 
same priest.hood. And it may also ex
plain any real or seeming difference in 
the arrangement of the priesthood in the 
church now, from what there was in 
any former time. 

"When he [Christ] ascended up on high, 
he led captivit.y captive, and gave gifts un
to men. * * * Aud he gave some, apostles; 
and some, prophets ; and some, evangelists; 
a.nd some pastors and teachers."-Eph 4: 
8-11. 

These were different officers, yet all 
and each possessed authority in the 
priesthoood of the Christian church. 
And it is a :fact to be borne in mind, 
that all these were not called and or
dained at once, but only as the Master 
saw that .there was need for them; and 
this principle applies with equal propri
ety in these latter times. 

We had almost forgotten to reply to 
another marvelous objection of Mr. S. 
He claims that it should be pi·oven if 
John the Baptist "was raised from the 
dead before ordaining Joseph." The 
.Scriptures teach that "many bodies of 

the saints which slept arose, and came 
out of the graves after his resurrection, 
and went into the holy city, and ap
peared unto many."-Matt. 27: 52, 53. 
Is there any thing incredible in the 
idea that John was one of that number? 
We think not. It is probable that all 
the bodies of the saints who were found 
worthy came forth at that time; and 
none, we trust, will question the worthi
ness of John. 

Again, "How," says Mr. S. did 
Joseph know that it was John that or
dained him?" Probably in a similar 
manner as Daniel knew that it was "the 
man Gabriel" whom ·he had seen in a 
vision ; (Dan. 9 : 21); or that Mary 
knew that it was "the angel Gabriel" 
that ministered to her; (Lu. 1 : 26); 
or that Paul knew that it was Jesus that 
appeared unto him in the way to Da
mascus. These parties were fully satis
fied that the angelic ministrations in 
their cases were genuine and really di
vine. All the surrounding conditions 
were such as to forbid imposture. So 
in regard to the ordination of Joseph 
and Oliver by the angel, John the Bap
tist. vV e herewith subjoin portions of 
their account of that very remarkable 
event. Joseph says: 

"We still continued the work of transla
tion, when, in the ensuing month, (May, 
1829), we on a certain day went into the 
woods to pray and inquire of the Lord re
specting baptism for the remission of sins, 
as we found mentioned in the translation of 
the plates. While we were thus employed, 
praying and calling upon the Lord, a mes
senger from heaven descended in a cloud of 
light and having laid his hands upon us, he 
ordained us, saying unto us, •Upon you my 
fellow servants, in the name of Messiah, I 
confer the Priesthood of Aaron, which holds 
the keys of the ministering of angels, and 
of the gospel of repentance, and of baptism 
by immersion for the remission of sins; and 
this shall never be taken again from the 
earth, until the sons of Levi do offer again 
an offering unto the Lord in righteousnes.'" 
-Times 0" Seasons, vol. 3, p. 726. 

Oliver's testimony is as follows: 
"After writing the account given of the 

Savior's ministry to the remnent of the 
seed of Jacob, upon this continent, it was 
easily to be seen, as the prophet said would 
be, that darkness covered the earth and 
gross darkness the minds of the people. On 
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reflecting further, it was easily to be seen, 
that amid, the great strife and noise concern
ing religion, none had authority from God 
to administer the ordinances of the gospel. 
For, the question might be asked, have men 
authority to administer in the the name of 
Christ, who deny revelation? when his tes
timony is no less than the spirit of prophe
cy? and his religion based, built, and sus
tained by immediate revelations in all ages 
of the. world, when he has had a people on 
earth? If these facts were buried, and 
carefully concealed by men whose craft 
would have been in danger, if once permit
ted to shine in the faces of men, they were 
no longer to us; and we only waited for the 
commandment to be given, 'Arise and be 
baptized.' 

"This was not long desired before it was 
realized. The Lord, who is rich in mercy, 
and ever willing to answer the consistent 
prayer of the humble, after we had called 
upon him in a fervent manner, aside from 
the abodes of men, condescended to mani
fest to us his will. On a sudden, as from 
the midst of eternity, the voice of the Re. 
deemer spake peace to us, while the veil 
was parted, and the angel of God came 
down clothed with glory, and delivered the 
anxiously looked-for message, and the keys 
of the gospel of repentance! What joy! 
what wonder! what amazement! While the 
world were racked and distracted-while 
the millions were groping as the blind for 
the wall, and while all men were resting 
upon uncertainty, as a general mass, our 
eyes beheld-our ears heard. As in the 
"blaze of day;" yes, more-above the 
glitter of the l\Iay sunbeam, which then 
shed its brilliancy over the face of nature! 
Then his voice, though mild, pierced to the 
centre, and bis words, 'I am thy fellow
servant,' dispelled every fear. We listened 
-we gazed-we admired ! 'Twas the voice 
of the angel fr0m glory-'twas a message 
from the Most High! and as we heard we 
rejoiced, while his love enkindled upon our 
souls, and we were rapt in the vision of the 
Almighty 1 Where was room for donbt? 
No where: uncertainty had fled, doubt had 
sunk, no more to rise, while fiction and de
ception had fled forever! 

"But, dear brother. think, further think 
for a moment, what joy filled our hearts, 
and with what surprise we must have 
bowed (for who would not have bowed the 
knee for such a blessing?) when we re
ceived under his h;rnd the holy priesthood, 
as he said, •Upon you, my fellow servants, 
in the name of Messiah, I confer this priest
hood, and this authority, which shall re
main upon earth, that the sons of Levi ma.y 
yet offer an offering unto the Lord in right
eousness.'' 

"l shall not attempt to paint to you the 
feelings of this heart, not the majestic beau-

ty and glory which surrounded us on this, 
occasion; but you will believe me when l' 
say, that earth, nor men, with the elo
quence of time, can not begin to clothe lan
guage in ;;,s inter·esting and sublime & man
ner as this holy personage. No: nor has 
this earth power to give the joy, to bestow 
the peace, or compi·ehend the wisdom which 
was contained in eu,ch sentence as they 
were delivered by the power of the Holy 
Spirit! Mau may deceive his fellow man; 
deception may follow deception, and the 
children of the wicked one may have power 
to seduce the foolish and untaught, till 
nought but fiction feeds the many, and the 
fruit of falsehood carries in its current the 
giddy to the grave; but one touch with the 
finger of his love, yes, one ray of glory 
from the upper world, or one word from 
the mouth of the Savior, from the bosom of 
eternity, strikes it all into insignificance, 
and blots it forever from the mind ! The 
assurance that we were in the presence of 
an angel; the certainty that we heard the 
voice of J esu~, and the truth unsullied as it 
flowed from a pure personage, dictated by 
the will of God, is to me past description, 
and I shall ever look upon this expression 
of the Savior's goodness with wonder and 
thanksgiving while I a.m permitted to tarry,, 
and in those mansions where perfection 
dwells, and sin never comes, I hope to 
adore in that DAY which shall never cease!" 
11fessenge'r and Advocate, Oct. 1834. 

Where was there a ehance for these 
men to be deceived? Their hearts were· 
set to do the will of God: and at the 
time of the vision they had gone "aside 
from the abodes of men," and called up
on the Lord in a fervent mannel', or, as, 
,Joseph puts it, ''VV e on a certain day 
went into the woods to pray and inquire 
of tbe Lord," and here, under these cir
cumstances, they heard "the voice of the 
I .. ord," and "the vail was parted and the 
angel of the Lord came down clothed 
with glory;" * * * "then his voice, 
though mild, pierced to the centre, and 
his words, 'l am thy fellow servant' dis
pelled every fear." Surely, we may 
say with Oliver, "\\There was room for 
doubt?" 

It is preposterous to claim that they · 
were deceived. The whole of the sur
roundings of the case, as they give it, . 
utterly forbid such an idea. They saw 
the vision, and received the ordination, 
as they claim, under the hands of the·· 
angel, or else they were the vilest im
postors known to history. They could 
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not have been deceived in the matter. 
These men lived and died bearing this · 

testimony; .T oseph Smith at Carthage 

This confirms the supposition that the 
plates of brass were designed to go to 
none others than the righteous of Lehi's 
posterity; and the recorded facts of his
tory in the Book of Mormon show its 
accompiishment. 

. Jail, Illinois; and Oliver Cowdery at or 
near Far West, Caldwell Co., Missouri. 

vV e have occuvied more space in con
sidering this question of the priesthood, 
and its restoration in these latter days, 
than we had intended. The only apol
ogy we offer, is, that the subject seems 
to demand it. 

Mr. S. thinks he has discovered an
other error in the prophecy of Lehi re
specting the brass plates where he says 
that "these plates of brass should go forth 
unto all nations, kindreds, tongues and 
people who were of his seed."-1 Nephi 
1 : 48. lVIr. S. says, "Whether this 
language be applied to the material of 
the brass plates, or to the record con
tained upon them, the statement has 
,proven untrue. These plates of brass 
are represented as having been carefully 
preserved by the Nephites, and to have 
been handed down by them till the days 
of Mormon, being carefully kept from 
the Lamanites, who wereofLehi's seed." 

This is a technical quibble at most; 
and Mr. S. might wit.h equal propriety 
question the prophecy of Jesus, J,uke 
21 : 24. But how does Mr. S. know 
that the Lamanites were reckoned as the 
"seed" mentioned in Lel:ii's prophecy? 
Now !he prophecy implies that the 
plates would go only to the righteous, 
and subsequent history shows that they 
did only to them ; while the contents 
of plates went to rrrnny of J_,ehi's 
posterity who were not righteous. The 
plates and other sacred things, were to 
be handed down "from one provhet to 
another;" (1 Nephi 5 : 4 7); and. so they 
were, until they reached Mormon, who 
bid them up unto the Lord. (Mormon 

. 3 : 2). :Mormon said: 

"Having been commanded of the Lord 
that I should not suffer that the records 
which had been hRnded down by our fathers, 
which were sacred, to fall into the hands of 
the Lamanit.es, (for the Lamanites would 
destroy them), the1·cfore I mnde this record 
out of the plates of Nephi, and hid up in 

In 1Nephi1: 23, 35, 46, 47, we first 
learn of the plates of brass, and some
thing of their contents; and in para
gaphs 25, 49, we learn the purpose for 
which they were taken from Laban; and 
in chapter 6 : 1, we find them in the 
hands of the prophet Nephi, as the 
teacher of his people ; and in chapter 5 : · 
4 7, we further learn that the Lord pur
posed that these records, with other "sa
cred things," were to "be kept for the 
knowledge" of Nephi's people. From 
Nephi they passed on down among the 
righteous, "from one prophet to another," 
going first to Jacob; (Jacob 1 : 1); Ja
cob to Enos; (Jacob 5 : 9); Enos to 
Jarom; (Jarom 1 :1); JaromtoOmni; 
(Jarom 1 : 6); Omni to Amaron; (Om
ni 1 : 2) ; Amaron to Chemish; (Omni 
1 : 3); Chemish to Abinadom; (Omni 
1 : 5); Abinadom to Amaleki; (Omni 
1 : 6); Amaleki to Benjamin; (Omni 
1: 12) ; Renjamin to Mosiah 2d; (Tuio
siah 1 : 3); Mosiah 2nd to Alma; (Mo
siah 13 : 1); Alma to Helaman ; (Alma 
17: 5); Helaman to Shiblon; (Alma 30: 
1); Shiblon to Helaman 2nd; Alma 30: 
5); Helaman to Nephi; (Helaman 2 : 
6); Nephi to Nephi 2nd; (Nephi 1 : 1 ); 
Nephi to Amos ; (Nephi 1 : 6); Amos 
ta Amos 2nd; (Nephi 1 : 7) ; Amos 2nd 
to Amaron; (Nephi 1 : 11) ; Amaron 
t.o Mormon; (lVformon 1 : 1 ; 2 : 3); 
Mormon hides them up in Cumorah, ex
cept those given to Moroni; (Mormon 
3 : 2) ; and Moroni hides up the bal
ance. (Moroni 10 : 1 ). In this long 
line of transmission, we see the sacred 
things, including the brass plates, were 

1 
kept among the righteous of Lehi's pos
terity, thus establishing the idea that 
only the righteous of Lehi's posterity 
were the promised "seed." 

Nor is this method of interpretation 
peculiar: 

the hill Cumorah, all the records which had "They which be ~f faith are blessed with 
been entrusted to me by the hand of the faithful Abraham."-Gal. 3 : 9. "And if ye 
Lord, save it were these few plates which I be Christ's then ar.e ye Abraham's seed, and 

, gave unto my son Moroni."-Morrnon 3: 2. 1 heirs according to the prornise."-v. 29. 
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"They which are the children of the flesh, 
these are not the children of God; but the 
children of promise are counted for the 
seed."-Rom. 9: 8. 

The principle applyin~ in the case of 
Abraham, applies equally well in the 
case of Lehi. 

The Lord said that it was not meet 
for him, Lehi, .that he should take his 
family into the .. wilderness alone; but 
that his sons should take daughters to 
wife, that they might "raise up seed unto 
the Lord in the land of promise." Those 
who by righteousness proved themselves 
to be the Lord's "seed," these were the 
seed of righteous Lehi, and the ones to 
whom the promise was made. 

W. W B. 
Continued. 

JOSEPH SMITH, - - - EDITOR. 
M. B. OLIVER, ASSISTANT EDITOR. 

Plano, Ill., January 15, 18'l'6. 

WERE it possible, we would like to begin 
the year with a flourish of trumpets, and a 
greeting that would infuse new energy 
and life into every individual member, 
every officer, every conference, district and 
branch. But we can not discover, just 
now, any potent elixir at our command, 
with which to do so wonderful a work; 
and yet we can not divest ourselves of the 
constantly recurring reflection that the 

felt so inclined; nor is there any honor to 
be gained by a flight from duty and labor. 
Hence we are, or should more than ever be 
determined and ready to labor. 

Our subscribers are coming forward 
with their renewals, and we hope to receive 
a large increase during January. It is 
said that times are hard, money scarce and 
people poor; and we do not doubt the 
statement. But all the Saints want to keep 
informed with regard to the Church, and 
how it is prospering, so can afford the sum 
it costs. 

WE have lately read a series of articles in 
"The Galaxy," entitled "Through Utah," 
by John Codmsn of New York, which seem 
to be very fair in dealing with the Utah 
Question. He states that they, himself and 
wife, met with but three women living in 
polygamy, in Utah, who expressed them

-.selves satisfied with polygamy; and they 
conversed with many. 

Joseph Coolidge, now deceased, who had 
some two years before his death visited 
Utah, told us almost precisely the same 
thing; "There is not a house in Utah where 
there is more wives than one for the same 
man, where there is peace and happiness." 
Mr. Coolidge was considered by the Mor
mons as one of themselves; as he was an 
active member before their exodus from 
Iowa, for Utah; and was permitted to see 
them at their best-or worst, as it may ap
pear to us, who believe in monogamy. 

prize that we are striving for is at the end BR. GEORGE H. HILLIARD writes us that 
of the race, and though we should run the Saints have a comfOTtable house to 
swiftly, and with oft-repeated bursts of en- worship in at Springerton, Illinois, and 
thusiasm, we shall not rnach and obtain that Brn. J. R. Lambert and Eber Benedick 
the prize until that end is reached. For are laboring in the district. Br. Blair was 
this reason, we are contented to plod stead- with them at their Conference. 
ily, making what forward progress we may, While on a visit to Chicago, lately, Dr. 
and refusing to go backward. B. P. Reynolds handed us a copy of The 

That we have come forward since last Appeal, a new monthly journal published 
we greeted you with a "Happy New Year,'' in Chicago, in the interest of the Reformed 
few would care to deny; but we are not yet Episcopal Church, Samuel Fallows, D. D., 
so far progressed that we may not go furth- editor-in-chief. The Appeal is very liberal 
er is clear. If still resolved to go forward, in sentiment; is seriously opposed to sec
we shall make more rapid progress as our tarian dogmatism, and anxious to bring 
unwearied forces shall take and occupy the I about a church unity; but, judging 
avenues and opportunities presented to us. from the tenor of its leading articles, its. 

There is no place left us for retreat, if we contributo1~s are not hopeful of speedy sue-
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cess. The Appeal gives 1500 as the proba
ble present number of the church it repre
sents. 

Good news reaches us by two or three 
brethren of there having been an excel1ent · 
conference held in the Northwest Missouri 
District; at and during which a most 
christian-like feeling prevailed; before 
which, harshness and bitterness melted, 
differences disappeared, and personal dis
sensions ceased. May the spirit of peace 
c-0ntinue to abide with the Saints so nearly 
in Zion, will be our constant prayer. 

There are nine members of the Church 
at Hornerstown, N. J., with others believ
ing. Br. Joseph A. Stewart, Br. Small and 
Br. John Stone were going there on Christ
mas to try to organize a branch. 

Two Arctic expeditions are contempla
ted for the next summer; one from En-

Cumming, "ready, as foretold in the Apoca
lypse, to disappear from the face of the 
earth; for the Turks are as the river Euph
rates of the Scriptures, that was dried up. 
Therefore the Jews must get their own, the 
territory of the Holy Land again." 

He thinks Christ will come betwen Sep
tember, 1875, and September, 1876. 

BR. H. P. ROBBINS writes from Stockton" 
California: 

"This city was a blaze with religion a. 
little time ago. It was kept up night and 
day, preaching on the streets, in churches, 
halls, and other places was contiued; print
ed notices and invitations were scattered 
all through the city. I do not know one 
house that was missed, inviting all to come" 
to Jesus. But to.day I do not see a smok
ing ember left of that great blaze of excite
ment. To me it looks and feels deat:t.ily," 
this sectarian excitement." 

gland, under charge of Mr. Allen Young; A TIMES, January 10th, 1876, editorial 
the other in charge of Prof.~N ondenskjold, says: 
of Russia. "The Protestant Church of to-day owes 

By reference to Br.John Stone's letter it its popularity, if not its very existence, to 
these outside attractions. [Referring to 

will be seen that the branch which was to sociables, mite soccieties, &c.] People 
have been organized at Hornerstown, N. J., take the bitter pill of orthodoxy because 
was so organized. Welcome, Saints. of the sugar coating. No church is wil-

We now have only one kind of Book of ling to hazard the experiment of limiting 
its field of operation to expounding any 

Mormon on hand; price $1.25. We are religious creed ancl to engaging in acts of 
out of the $1.50 kind. Don't sen cl for that devotion. Remove the social, fashion and 
kind. business elements from our numerously at-

. . , . tended churches and they would become as 
We have no Samts Harps on hand i will .desolate as the ruined temples of Greece and 

have in about a month. Don't send fOT 1 ·Rome." 
any until we advertize them again. 

Br. and Sr. A. Holbrook, at Eaton Rap
ids, Michigan, wish an Elder to call and 
see them. 

Br. George Hayward has located at 
Stockton, California, and is preaching as 
opportunity offers. 

See extracts from letter, from Br. Isom 
Thomson, in correspondence column. 

DR. CUMMING said, in a late sermon de. 
livered in London: 

"Great things are to happen," says the 
Caledonian prophet, within the year 1876. 
The Jews will return to Judea. There 
will be great commotion among the nations 
of the earth. It will thus be seen that he 
agreed with Zadkiel, the almanic astrolo
ger. Dr. Cumming also quoted Moody as 
authority for the belief that the millennium 
"must come" during the year 1876. "The 
Turks, as a nation," are, according to Dr. 

WE presume that the following reasons 
why Congress should not interfere in the 
Utah question of plural marriages, as set 
forth in a late issu(( of the Deseret News, 
poblished in Salt Lake City, are coRsider
ed the best that can be urged in defense of 
those marriages, and against congressional 
action looking to their abolishment: 

"1. Polygamy is not a crime against de. 
cency and morality. 

"2. Polygamy is not a 'crime' at all of 
itself. 

"3. Polygamy is not an 'unnatural vice.' 
"4. Polygamy is not a 'vice' at all. 
"5. Therefore, it is not 'anomalous' if not 

'preposterous' that 'polygamy should exist 
in a free, enlightened, and Christian coun
try.' It would be 'anomalous' and 'prepos
terous' were it otherwise. 

"6. Therefore, polygamy should not be 
punished 'as a crime.' It should not be 
made a 'crime.' It should not 'be banish-
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ed from the land, and therefore no law is 
needed for the purpose. 

"7. Polygamy is one of the most natural 
things in the world. 

"8. Polygamy is a virtue. 
"9. Polygamy in Utah is wholly a reli

gious institution, with which the civil law 
has constitutionally nothing to do. 

"10. Therefore, congress has not the 
shadow of a right to interfere with poly
gamy in Utah, it being outside of the con
stitutional purview of that body, excepting, 
perhaps, where it is made a civil contract 
to ceremony, any instance of which we do 
not know in this territory. 

"11. Congress, however, has the power to 
make laws authorizing or forbidding poly
gamic civil marriage, but it has no such 
authority concerning polygamic reli.gions 
marriage, a very essential distinction, which 
the president does not seem to realize." 

We quote as declarative of the position 
the same Church occupied in 1845 upon 
the point, whether marriage in the United 
.States is a civil institution under the con
trol of the civil government, or a religious 
tenet, directed and controlled by a domin
ant chl}l'Ch polity: 

"According to the euBtoin of all civilized 
nations, marriage is regulated by laws and 
ceremonies; therefore, we believe, that all 
marriages in this Church of Christ of Lat
ter Day Saints, should be solemnized in a 
public meeting, or feast, prepared for that 
purpose; and that the solemnization should 
be performed by a presiding high priest, 
high priest, bishop, elder, or priest, not 
even prohibiting those persons who are de
sirous to get married, of being married by 
other authority." 

"'vVe believe that governments were in
'Stitutecl of Goel for the benefit of man, and 
that he holds men accountable for their 
acts in relation to them, either in making 
laws or administering them, for the good 
ancl safety of society." 

IN the Chicctgo Times of January 8th, 1876, 
,occurs the following from a learned French
man, TYL Victor Herault: 

"Prof. \'Vinston, of Richmond College,'' 
he says, "sagaciously connects the recent 
shocks at Richmond and Washington with 
the present threatening disturbances in 
Vesuvius; and you will remember that 
the shock experienced all over New York 
in December, 1874, and which so startled 
your people, was attended by volcanic 
throes in Iceland. There can be no exag
gerating the fact that Manhattan Island 
owes its existence to some terrible igneous 
upheaval; and if the forthcoming emption 
.of Vesuvius be the most terrific in its con-

I 
sequences ever known, as I predict it will, 
New York, by the laws of reciprocity and 
correlation forces, will be shaken to its 
foundations. The preceding phenomena 
will probably be terrible. Unseasonably 
humid, unhealthy weather will be followed 
by terrific thunder-storms, during which 
the sky will be literally on fire. Beneath, 
the ground will tremble, and a dreadful 
groaning will be heard, for it will in reality 
be a world in labor. During the fearful 
pulsating upheaval, gigantic fissures may 
be found in the gneiss into which the w a
ter surrounding the island will rush. Then 
will follow a conflict betwen water and in
ternal fire. The marvelous horror of the 
scene will be indescribable. It would be 
as if the valves of a gigantic boiler were 
suddenly opened. The hissing of steam 
would rend the air. A sublime explosion 
would probably follow, and in a few sec
onds all that was left of Manhattan Island 
would be under the madly.surging waves. 
This is the local aspect of the catastrophe; 
but it is by no means certain that the por
tentious phenomena we have already spok
en of may not foretell the crack of doom. 
It requires some courage to conjecture 
what may befall our poor old planet dur. 
ing the next four months. It is the duty 
and privilege of science to mark the omens. 
\7Ve see in the heavens themselves traces of 
destructive elements, and many indications 
of their power. The fragments of broken 
planets-the descent of meteoric stones up
on our globe-the wheeling comets weld
ing their loose materials at the solar fur
nace-the volcanic enmtions of our own 
satelite-the appearance of new stars and 
the disappearance of others-are all elo
quent foreshadows of that impending con
vulsion to which the system of the world 
and the human race arc doomed. Thus 
placed on a planet which is inevitably to 
be burnt up, and under heavens which are 
to pass away; thus treacling, as it were, on 
the cemetries and dwelling in the mausol
eums of former worlds-let us learn the 
lesson of resignation to whatever fate the 
womb of the future has in store for us." 

HARLAN, Iowa, 
Dec. 20th, 1875. 

Br. ,Joseph:-I am happy to record the 
fact of having had a kind visit from our 
brother ]\fork H. Porscutt, and also of his 
earnest labors here for nearly two weeks. 
The regular attendance of a large audience 
of different faiths from ours, who witness
ed to the speaker, as well as the brethren, 
the greatest possible feelings of gratitude 
for words of consolation, gleaned from the 
writings of the ancient prophets and apos
tles, as the Spirit gave counsel. He dis-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 51 

coursed first upon the six principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, as found in Hebrews, 
sixth chapter. His last discourse was the 
most important; viz, the "Savior's Bride." 
And when he made the contrast complete 
between that once lovely bride that God 
gave to Jesus, with the one the world would 
now offer to the King of Saints. I believe 
"every bosom felt the thrilling touch of the 
Spirit, filling them with holy fire." Whis
pers of "0, we will feel so lonesome when 
these lectures stop," and how true this 
~om es home to us; but the stone is rolling. 
In the various shops the "Eastern question" 
is now being discussed with boldness; and 
the fact of Rothchilds now being on a trip 
to bargain for Palestine, (as we read in the 
papers), is of course not diminishing the 
exciting probabilities. As is generally the 
case, our locality is not exempt from that 
power that would "shut up the kingdom.'' 

Yours as ever, F. REYNOLDS. 

SPRHWFIELD, Mass., 
Oct. 26, 1875. 

Bro. 0. G. Lcmphea1·:-To.day seems to 
be the first opportunity I have had, to write 
you since my exit from Savannah. Arrived 
in Springfield next morning about 6 o'clock, 
Thurday. Attended conference Sunday, 
17th, in Providence, R. I. We had a splen
did meeting; the power of God was manifest 
in the speaking with other tongues; singing 
in tongues; interpretation of tongues and 
the gift of prophecy. I was introduced by 
Br. Brown to all the official members at the 
conference, and to many others, received 
many invitation from brothers and sisters 
to tarry awhile in Providence and visit 
them. Truly I found many in this place 
that were brothers and sisters indeed. 
Every kindness was offered me that I could 
ask for or expect, and if we have "passed 
from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren," surely I feel that this people are 
in the straight and narrow way. I stayed 
in Providehce until the next Wednesday, 
attened prayer meeting Monday night; the 
gifts of tongues and prophecy were also 
manifest on this occasion. One of the sis
ters who was sick and not able to attend 
conference was administered to and instant-

it seems like a mystery that Goel in his in
finite mercy could thus recognize unworthy 
me, I intend to go in a clay or two to New 
Haven, Conn., from there to New York. 
City; from thence to Albany by water. 
.Adam~, JeffeJ'son Oo., N. Y., Nov. 14th, 

1875.-I arrived in Adams last night, after 
a six weeks trip in the eastern states, feel-. 
ing pretty well worn out. I found a letter 
here from you, dated Nov. 5, which I as
sure you, I was glad to receive, and to learn 
that you are awakening such an interest in 
Zion's cause among the people where you 
called to preach the word. I think I wrote 
you while in Boston; I went from there 
to Springfield, thence ·to New Haven,. 
Conn., where I found four of the saints in 
rather a scattered condition, yet firm in 
the faith of the Latter Day Work. We had 
one prayer meeting while I was there and 
enjoyed much of the spirit of the Lord, sev
eral outsiders were present and much in
terest was manifest on their part; three or 
four were almost persuaded to accept the 
gospel, as preached by the Latter Day 
Saints. 

I took boat at New Haven and had a ride 
for the first time, on the ocearl; went t<Y· 
New York City, and spent four or five clays, 
had a good time while there; attended three 
meetings conducted by the great revival. 
ists, Moody and Banky, and one by the Rev. 
Henry Ward Beecher. I attended three 
meetings of the Latter Day Saints while in 
New York and Brooklyn. This branch 
numbers about twenty members, in rather· 
a scattered and disordered condition, but 
they have lately hired a house and seem to 
be more united in the work, and I think 
much good will result from their efforts in 
this direction. I addressed, to my surprise, 
for the first time, the first meeting in the 
new hired house in the City of Brooklyn, 
and surely I feel that the Lord was with 
me. Our people are usually vrnll and rn .. 
joice in the goodness of God; they feel to 
rejoice that the Lord has taken so much 
sorrow from my soul. 

Our regards· to you and all enquiring 
saints. Yours in the gospel of Christ, 

I. L. 'l'IIOMPSON. 

ly healed, and went to prayer meeting the LONDON, Ontario, 
following night, an cl spoke in tongues. Br. Dec. 27, 1875. 
Brown did every thing to make it pleasant Decw Jiernlcl:-Our Church is :finished 
for me. Arrived in Boston, Wednesday, that I spoke of' some months ago, and was 
about noon; attended prayer meeting same opened by Brn. A. Leverton and R. Davis. 
evening, and the gifts were also manifested A very large number attended; some three 
there, and a happy time was enjoyed by all or four more were ac1clec1 to the Chm:ch. 
present. The following Sunday attended The brothers continued preaching every 
meeting and the Spirit of God was with us. night for one week. Since that time, I 
I addressed the meeting for a little while have endeavored to preach twice every 
and bore testimony to the truth of this work. Sunday. We have very large congrega
Immediately following, one .Jf the sisters I tions every Sunday; and especially in the 
delivered quite a lengthy prophecy which evenings. The building holds from three· 
was listened to with much interest. Truly ', hundred and fifty to four lrnndrec1 people;, 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

and I feel to rejoice to say that the best of 
attention is paid to the preached word. 
On Christmas Day I had the pleasure of 
baptizing one soul, (a French Catholic), 
into the Church of Christ. The Sunday 
-after we had a time of rejoicing, many 
-more express their desire to obey ere long. 
May God bless them with all his faithful, 
is my prayer. J. J. CORNISH. 

STEWARTSVILLE, De Kalb Co., Mo., 
Jan. 5th, 1875. 

Bro. JoBeph:-This district has had a not 
very enviable reputation for a time. This 
is the section that Bro. Brand thought de
serving of being burnt up with fire and 
brimstone. The faithful were disheartened, 
and the cause hurt in the eyes of the honest 
of the world. It looked like an impossible 
task, to undertake to straighten up these 
matters, some of which had been running 
-on for years; and efforts, faithful efforts 
had been made by able and true men to 
bring about union and peace. 

It looked very stormy on last Saturday, 
when a number of elders had met for the 
purpose bf doing conference business; for 
there was a misunderstanding of the time 
of holding the conference. The majority 
believing that the last conference adjourn
ed to the first Saturday in January, while 
others declared it was adjourned to the sec
ond Saturday, and when the record was ob
tained it was apparent that the former par
ty had mistaken. These brethren had come 
from thirty to seventy miles, and were bad
ly disappointed, as the other party were un
willing to change the time, and I could 
not justly approve of changing the time, 
although the majority were desirous of or
ganizing then and there; as every elder was 
present who could be expected to come, 
and as many or more than would or could 
be on the next Saturday. It was argued 
that it would be proper enough for the ma.. 
jority to rule, but I saw that if the other 
party were so disposed, that they could 
convene on the time appointed, and organ
ize a conference, and undo whatever this 
proposed one might do, and adjourn to a 
·different time and place than this one might 
adjourn to, and create confusion in the fu_ 
ture. I saw no better way than to improve 
the time in other than in conference busi
ness; so I proposed to preach in the after
noon, which was agreed to. The rest of the 
morning was spent in talking on subjects of 
interest to the cause. In the afternoon I 
spoke on the subject of the "redemption of 
Zion," and had much liberty. At night we 
had a prayer meeting, during which a good 
measure of the spirit was enjoyed by those 
who were in the line of duty. The gifts of 
the Spirit were enjoyed, and through them 
hearts began to soften; and among other 
<things revealed, was that the Lord desired 

that the conference business should be done 
ere the brethren should return home; this 
was accepted in good faith, and testified to 
by those opposed to, as well as by those 
who were desirous of going on with the 
business of conference. 

Next morning I was led to speak on the 
subject of the "law of tithing," and the ob. 
ject of the same, in connection with the re
demption of Zion, and was greatly blessed; 
and was led to speak in revelation of the 
Lord's will concerning the paying of tith
ing, and the blessing that will assuredly fol
low, even escape from the devastating ene
mies this land had been afiiicted with. 
That the surplus means, and property 
should be first put into the hands of the 
Bishop, and with the means left, they should 
purchase lands for an inheritance as com
manded of God in the revelation given to 
Joseph the martyr, for the Lord declared 
it was still his will that these lands should 
be purchased, and in so doing they would 
be blessed. 

In the afternoon we went to Stewartsville 
(three miles off) and I spoke on the subject 
of the "Atonement," had much liberty in 
preaching. At night we met for prayer 
meeting; and truly a refreshing time was 
had. 

On Monday norning at nine o'clock, we 
met for conference, which was opened in 
clue form; after which, upon the request of 
the District President, Bro. W. T. Bozarth, 
I was called upon to preside over the con
ference. While speaking in reference to 
the spirit that should be cultivated during 
the session of conference, the Holy Spirit 
rested upon me in a goodly measure, and I 
was constrained to declare that· the "Re
cording Angel would be present to take 
know ledge of the words and actions of the 
elders, which they should meet in the day 
of judgment, and they would be for their 
glory or shame as they would have it." 
All the elders bore testimony that they had 
received a witness of the Spirit, that it 
would be even so. Being thus committed 
to a decorous, truthful and humble spirit, 
they consistently exhibited their faith in it, 
by a very noble spirit throughout the con
ference. I was moved upon to appoint 
Brn. Craven, Franklin, and Lewis, a com
mittee before whom difficulties and differ
ences should be brought. They began 
their labors immediately after the morning 
session was over and in answer to the many 
earnest prayers that had been previously 
offered in behalf of the brethren who had 
hardness and bitterness toward each other, 
they succeeded in getting them to fully 
confess to each other, and ask each others 
forgiveness. I do not wish to state the 
character of the offences that were charged 
by one against the other, but they were 
such as were decidedly unbecoming, and 
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hence unchristianlike. But they freely ac
knowledged their wrongs, and forgave and 
were forgiven. After the committee re
ported their labors, and their success in the 
same ; the brethren arose, and confessed be
fore the conference, with tears, and in an 
humble spirit, their several faults, and then 
a general season of confession, and asking 
and granting of,forgiveness followed, at
tended with a generous outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit; and the Spirit declared 
among other important things, that if the 
Spirit which they had now felt and exhib
ited would be by them kept alive, and they 
~ontinued in the love, and peace and har
mony they now enjoyed, that the Lord 
would bring "hundreds of Saints from the 
north, from the south, from the east, and 
from the west to this region of country, for 
this a consecrated land, and to which the 
people of God should come and find 
homes,'' and much more that I do not feel 
at liberty to record. To this many testified 
that they had received of that Spirit and 
believed and accepted it as the word of the 
Lord. A more lovely land can scarcely be 
found anywhere; gently rolling, excellent 
soil, plenty of timber handy, and good wa
ter, and a splendid fruit country. But the 
Spirit also said that those who came here 
must live by "every word that proceedeth 
from the mouth of God." They must be 
honest, indust1'iuus, frugal, peaceful, law 
.abiding, and faithful in all things, or they 
shall not abide here. Therefore those who 
contract debts and will not pay them, those 
who arc idle, extavagant, quarrelsome, vio-
1ators of the laws of the land, and those 
who will not do their duty as saints, in ob
serving all of God's laws, need not apply, 
for they will be driven away by the laws 
·Of the Church, the frowns of the faithful, 
and the judgments of God. Let none but 
those who are willing, and determined to 
be saints in deed, as well as in word, think 
of cmning here; they are not wanted by the 
Lord, nor his people. As you have said, the 
"Revelation to 'gather into the regions 
round about,' is binding, and will be bless
ed," so the Spirit has declared, in convinc
ing power to the Saints here in conference 
cassembled. 

After the transaction of some business, 
the saints parted to meet at seven o'clock 
for prayer and testimony meeting. And at 
this a most heavenly time was enjoyed, 
visions were enjoyed by some, and some 
things revealed years ago in the far east 
i:\oncerning our future, were seen in vis-
1on. Angels were seen by several, and a 
number of tongues, with interpretations, 
and tt number of prophecies were given, 
·several were administered to, some of 
whom testified to having been healed. It 
was truly a pentecostal feast, all were in 
\harmony and peace. \Vhat man could not 

accomplish, God's Spirit speedily perform
ed. A more united band of saints could 
not be found; differences forgiven and I 
trust forgotten, and the Spirit forbade their 
revival -on pain of affiictions, and judg
ments. 

On next morning (yesterday) some of the 
brethren and sisters called in at Bro. Bish
op's, and the Spirit prompted me to call 
them to spend a little season in prayer, 
which being clone the Holy Spirit was 
again poured out, and some seven or eight 
were instructed of the Lord, and strength
ened greatly, and some think it was the 
most enjoyable meeting of all. 

Truly the Lord has been with us, and 
may his name have all the glory and honor, 
for the power was his alone that did all this 
good. Language cannot fitly describe the 
blessings, and what I have written but 
poorly portrays the occasions. 

This district began 1876 most auspicious
ly. And instead of the fire that destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah being sent down, 
the fire of the Divine Spirit burned up the 
wrath of man, and gave joy and peace in
stead. We feel to give the glory to God 
alone. 

St. Joseph, Mo., Jan. 8, 1876.-I expect to 
be at Atchison, Kansas, on the 16th, and 
probably over the'23d; and at Independ
ence, l'11issouri, on the 30th, or fifth Sunday 
in January;· at the Central Missouri District 
Conference, at Br. Craven's, near Knoxville, 
Ray county, Missouri, on the first Sunday 
in February; at the North-west Missouri 
District Conference at Far Vv est, Cald
well county, Missouri, on the second Sun
day in February; and in the neighborhood 
of Cameron, De Kalb county, on the third 
Sunday; at Bevier, 1\laeon county, on the 
fourth Sunday; at St. Louis Conference, 
first Sunday in March. I can be address
ed at Atchison, Kansas, care Elder D. Wil
liams, till 22d instant; at Knoxville, Ray 
county, Missouri, care ofElderJ. D. Craven, 
from '22d to 6th of February; at Bpvier, 
Macon county, Missouri, care of Elder E. 
Rollin, from 6th of February to 27th; at 
St. Louis, Missouri, 515, St. Charles Street, 
care of Elder R. D. Cottam, from 27th of 
Febrnary, till further notice. Address me 
in full, Thomas vV. Smith, as other persons 
frequently take out my letters. Very dis
agreeable to.day-eolcl snow storm. Reach
ed here yesterday afternoon. Baptized one 
in De Kalb Branch. Left every body hap
py and peaceful in that branch. Hope we 
can be of as much benefit here. 

Yours for the cause. T. W. S1>IITR. 

STEWARTSVILLE, De Kalb Co., Mo., 
January 6th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph :-We have had a most ex
cellent time upon this, the land of Zion, 
The Saints met for conference on Friday 
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Dec. 31, and not withstanding the bad 
weather and the mud 1hey came long dis
tances. Bro. T. W. Smith commenced his 
labors here on Friday night, Dec. 31st 1875; 
'l'here was a misunderstanding as to the time 
of convening conference and it did not com
mence until Monday Jan. 3d 1876; and we 
then met acording to the voice of the spirit. 
We met on saturday night for prayer meet
ing, and a most glorious time was enjoyed 
by the Saints, when it was manifest by the 
Spirit, Through the gifts of the gospel, 
that we should meet in conference capaci
ty. Every heart was melted by the 8pirit, 
and all agreed to the voice of the Spirit to 
come to gather on Jiionday Jan. 3c11876 for 
business. The business of the conference 
was done without a dissenting voice. Peace 
and love dwelt in the hearts of all the Saints, 
and every one was led to con fess their 
wrongs to each other, and a forgiving spirit 
was made manifest by all. 
The Saints have been blessed by the labors 
of Bro. and Sister Smith in this part, to
day will encl their, labors here to-morrow 
they start for St. Joseph. I still remain 
your fellow laborer for the cause of Christ. 

JA:'.IIES KEMP. 

CLINTON COUNTY, Missouri, 
• Jan. 51.h, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph :-There has never been a 
better conference ever held in the North 
1Vest J\iissouri District than our late one. 
I believe there was not a Saint present but 
what enjoyed a portion of the Spirit of 
God. IV e as Saints of the DeKalb Branch, 
hacl great grievances, one towards another; 
but since Bro. T. Yv. Smith, arrived here 
he has been an instrument in the hands of 
the Lord, in teaching and insfructing us all; 
and, I am l1appy to , that it was under 
the Spirit of God. the Lord bless 
Ilro. S1nith and his cornpanion. r-rhe Saint:-:; 
of the DeKalb Branch have agreed to try to 
do better in this year, Hum in the past; 
may God assist us in so doing is my desire. 
Your brother in Christ D. E. Po-vlEI.iL. 

LOKDON, Ontario, 
,Jan. 5th, 18"/G. 

I have been in I~ondon for the past three 
weeks visiting my sister; where I fast en
joyed listening to the true gospel as !aught 
by the Latter Day Saints. I was converted 
under 1hc preaching of Br. J. J. Cornish, 
and feel rejoiced that I can hear testimony 
to the truth of tho work, fully convinced 
that it is the work of God; and ever shall I 
praise God that he has been pleaGed to lead 
me from darkness into the light of 1he gos
pel. Although a constant attendant of the 
P. M. C., I was blind to much of the gos. 
pel truth, until I was baptized and became 
a believer in the doctrine taught by the 
Latter Day Saints; and I shall eyer bless 

Goel for the hour that I submit,ted to bow 
in obedience to his commands. I never 
shall forget the glorious sight witnessed by 
myself and a number of my brothers anc1 
sisters in Christ at once. On entering the 
water to be baptized, I felt that God was 
with me, and acknowledged me by shining 
a beautiful light down upon us from above. 
The heavens seemed lighted up with a 
bright and shining light, which continued 
to shine nntil I was immersed in the water; 
and I rose with the blessed assurance that 
my sins were washed away and returned 
home rejoicing. 

As yet my parents know nothing of this 
change, but from my heart I pray that Goel 
may be pleased to lead them into the true 
light that I now rejoice in; and I hope 
that they will very shortly join our num
ber, as I know they never were opposed to 
the belief and doctrine of the Saints, inas
much as they ever heard. Praying that 
we ma,y all continue firm in the strength 
and power from God, I too am your sister 
in Christ, SARAH LIVELY. 

PrrrLADELPHIA, Pa., 
Dec. 30, 1875. 

Br. J·oseph:-Aceorcling to promise I 
went up into J'tfonmouth County, New J er
sey, on Christmas Day, and organized a 
branch of the Church, with nine members, 
and others believing. I hope soon to go 
up again, when we shall have the pleasure 
of baptizing more. 

The Baptists and others am waging war 
against us, and we must :fight or nm; but 
run we never will; we will take the sword 
of the Spirit and never cease until we have 
gained the victory. I invited one of the 
Baptist ministers out, hut he failed to put 
in his appearance. Along with the rest of 
the brethren I feel to expose their errors. 

I enclose you a paper containing an ar
ticle against us, which we have answered 
as yon see, and had both published in an
other paper. Ever yonr true friend and 
brother in the gospel, ,JOHN STOl\E. 

BIGELOW, 
Dec. 22, 

Bro. Joseph:-Brother and sister 'l'. IV. 
Smith left here for Oregon City, Mo., the 
17th. Ile held a series of meetings at this 
place. There was considerable pnjlldice 
here before he come; but it is nearly all re
moved by his plain and powerful argu
ments. There are some wllo opposed us 
bitterly, who now acknowledge that we 
have the purest doctrine in existence. 
Those same persons wanted to raise money 
and hire Brother Smith to come bace and 
preach another week; but I told them I 
clid not think he would come hack, as he 
had now left, and had a certain amount of 
territory to go over, and had not much time 
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to accomplish it in. He briptized two, and 
ff he could lrnve stayed a few driys longer, 
I think more would have obeyed. At first 
the congregation was small, but the news 
·soon dashed over the town and surround
ing country, that a preacher was here that 
"just dug down into the bowels of the 
Scriptures and raised up hidden mysteries 
and made them plain." So the seats in our 
school house became full, and many sat on 
the desks. There was perfect order in all 
the meet1n:rs. We have never seen such in
terest manifested in this place before. 

vVe pray the Father that the good seed 
that has been sown may take root and bear 
fruit, according to his will. Yours in hope, 

w. B. TIGNOR. 

V'{EST 0AKLA:ND, Cal., 
Dec. 25th, 1875. 

Bm. Joseph:-We have another season of 
rejoicing oYer two more returning to the 
true fold. After being driven, stripped and 
wounded, (like the man that went down to 
Jericho and who foll amongst thieves), and 
who c2,me to California half dead to all re
ligion~ Ont are novv rejoicing in tears; in
deed, I don't know whether we are rejoic
ing, or crying, perhaps a good share of 
both; anu who can help it. To see the 
dear ones of the flock clriYen so. It is 
enough to melt hearts in to tears. Anc1 to 
see Otff llear sisters going from house to 
house, asking alms to meet the emergency. 
Still some, '.otherwise good saints), would 
say, that charity begins at home. This is 
all they will bo rewar'dcd, with holes 
in ; while those who give will 
be four.fold, in their basket and 
in theil' store. Goel bless the "old stock" 
with honest hearts, and also the Moses man 
to the\,· deliverance from Utah bond?cge, 
under the would be Noah, the second king 
of deseret. Let a u11 itec1 prayer g:o up for 
their deliven1nce1 and we '.Yi.11 sec the hands 

anll the captives go free. 
J.W.V. 

c"~STLE RocK, Colo., 
Dec, 22, 187'5. 

JJecw Harnld:-Elder Warnky is a bold, 
zealous man, presents facts that no one 
cares to deny. He is doing a good work 
here in Colorado. 'I'lle field is large, and 
he ought to have more help." Yours, 

,T. 0. SELLAP,S. 

LOXDOK, 
Jan. 5th, 

Brn. J·oseph:-Since I last wrote you I 
have baptized two more in this citv; mid 
here I must tell you that the power 'of God 
was manifested in our behalf and to the 
convincing of those who were unbelievers, 
and some sign seekers. Last 'vVednesdav, 

I Dec. 29th, lntc in the eyening after our 

prayer meetiag, the above two, Srs. Liveley 
and Taylor gave in their names for bap
tism; we, both saints ancl outsiders, who 
were ELt the meeting, went to witness the 
baptism. The night being a very dark ancl 
cloudy one, we could scarcely see each oth
ers faces, to disern saint from sinner, and 
stumbling over hills and valleys as we ap
proached the river Thames (south branch) 
until at length we reached the bank; then 
we sung an hymn as usual, had prayer, 
&c.; then as I stepped back and put my 
foot into the water, a glorious light shone 
upon us; it was of a beautiful gold color 
and brighter than the sun; it was straight 
above us, and was round like a circle, from 
the sky to the ground; out side of this 
brig lit circle it was dark as ever; and as 
soon as it came the water glistened with its 
brightness; and with it came a sound as of 
a rushing wind, and each one was filled 
with the spirit, and they shouted for joy, 
and praised the Goel of heaven. Then one 
of those who did not belong fell on his 
knees ancl asked us to pray for him; "0," 
says he, "this is e11ough to convince a11y 
one that the Latter Dny vYork is true." He 
with three or four more, manifest their de
sire of uniting with us soon. 

0, brethren, be faithful, put your shoul
ders to the wheel. \Ve also came across 
two old time s:iints, Viho chg the grave for 
your father, whose name is Jlfonning. One 
of tbern "It is the same olcl sound, the 
glorious " His wife bears testimony. 

Yours fraternally, ,r. J. CoR~HSH. 

NEw·roN, 
Dec. 3d, 

Bro. Joseph:-Onr quarterly conference 
came off last Saturday and Sunday. It was 
not as well attended as it should have been. 
None of the Pleasant Grove Saints and on-

two of the and none of the 
came. :B~very

th ing to go off very '\Yell. I have 
hmnc! some of the elders say that they arc 
going to "stand still until they see the sal
vation of Goel." I am afraid it will take a 
sixty pounder, to moYc some of them out of 
their tracks. I was ponnittecl this time, 
throngh tho kindness of Bro. J olm X. Davis 
to preach, as he was rippointcd to preach 
the opening discourse, I as I was 
led by !he spirit bein,g there ;,vas a 
man in the house 1hat declared himself to 
be an Apostle, and a Prophet, and that he 
had the keys of the kingdom but in spite 
9fhis key the Spirit of God. upon ine, 
and I vrns able to spenk with power, this 
may have proved a thorn in the flesh to 
them; but if it has, it will be more prickly 
in the future. This has been the only in
stance for some time that I have been per
mitted to preach nt a conference, and it 
nrny be that it pricked some one else; but 
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I intend to be faithful to my Master, as I 
know in whom I have believed, and that 
he is able to do that which he has promised. 
I seek no honor of men, but of God. I 
have not been to Osceola yet, and I shall 
not be able to go this year, "[1875] as I have 
two appointments out in Polk county. 
Brother Milner has moved to Des Moines 
with his family, so there is none the but Sr. 
Carter, she has been very sick. The Mar
shal from Osceola, is in Newton, and told 
me that she came very near dying. She is a 
good sister-her husband is not in the 
church. I have not been in Pella for some 
time; I intend to do some more preaching 
this winter in that vicinity. 

As I saw you in a dream lately, I pray 
to see you in reality some time, but I can 
not teil whom it will be, I still hope that 
you will remember me in your prayer. I 
have to work hard some times to obtain the 
things that I stand in need of, from time to 
time. I am very deaf, but I know that the 
Lord is going to bless me with my hearing 
in his own due time. I have borne my 
testimony to this, and the Spirit attended it. 
You hit hard in your last writing on Tith-
ing. Yours in love, N. STA~IM. 

WHITE CLOUD, Kan., 
Dec. 28th, 1875. 

B1·othm· Smith:-There was a meteor or 
great light seen in the heavens last night, 
about eight o'clock; it lit up the room more 
brilliantly than a lamp; it had the appear
ance of two flashes. As I loooked out of 
the window and caught a glimpse of the 
receding light it appeared to be about two 
feet wide, the center reel with yellow on 
each side of it, and blue on the out side 
edges; it burst with two reports of a half 
a second a part, neither like thunder nor 
the report of a gun; but it was very loud, 
with a spattering, receedin,g sound. 

\Vith all due respect, I remain your 
brother in the gospel, 

JAMES F. CLEJ\iENSEN 

l'fodaw~y District. 
The above named conference convened at 

the Freedom School· bouse, on the 2ith and 
28th of November, 1875. Elder .Jas. Thom
as president., R C. Moore clerk:. 

Brnnch Renorts.- Platte 42 rnembern; 
Jas. 'l'honia.s president, C. Christeson clerk. 
Guilford ]•± members; R. C. Monre presi
dent, T. Hailey clerk. Allenville as fast 
reported. 

Sarah Thomptson wits received into fel
lowship on her original baptism. 

The petition of the Allenville Branch. 
signed by 25 members, asking to be set off 
from the Nodaway District, was laid b€fore 

the conference, and after a fair considera
tion the following territory was granted, 
namely: all the territory "east of the mid
dle fork of Grand river, which is to be at
tached to the Decatur District, if they will 
accept the same, including the Allenville 
Branch. 

Resolved that this conference propose to 
the St. Joseph District that the two districts 
be formed into one, and that at their next 
conference they adjourn to a convenient 
place for both districts to meet at, and there 
agree on the name, and select officers for 
the new formed district. 

Resolved that delegates be appointed t(} 
attend the St. Joseph District Conference. 
to help bring about this desired unity. 

On motion C. Andreason, Ole Madison, 
and William Woodhead were appointed said 
committee. 

Officials present-Seventies 1, Elders 10;. 
Priests 2, Teachers 2, Deacons 2. 

Elders and Priests to labor as their cir
cumstances will permit. 

The officers of the Church and District 
were sustained in righteousness. 

Adjourned to meet- at the Liberty School
house on the third Saturday and Sunday in 
February, 1876. 

Sunday, the 28th, t.he word was preached 
by Elders Wm. Powell, Wm. Woodhead and! 
James Thom»s. In the evening held ~ 
prayer meeting. 

Kewanee District. 
The above conference was held at Ke

wane~. Illinois, December 4 and 5, 18i5. 
President H. C. Bronson in the chair; J. A. 
Robinson, secretary. 

Reports of Branches.-Millersburg : 31 
members : Kewanee 122; Princeville 22.; 
Bryant li ; Peoria 14; Henderson Grove 
30; Canton 29. Buffalo Prairie, St. Davids· 
and the Sub District did not report. Some· 
of the Elders present reported. 

l\liscelfaneous Businese.-Resolved that 
none but Elders have a right to vote during 
conference. 

A committee was appointed to audit the 
President's financial report. 

Reuben Riggs and Johnson Relyea were 
recommended by the Canton Branch for or

~ dination to the office of priest. Geo. Burn
! ham was recommended by the Peoria. 
i Branc!i to conference to be ordained to the i oflice of Elder. R .. J. Benjamin, of Prince
i ville, wn.s chosen Bishop's agent for the 
~ Kewanee District, and the secretary in-

structed to present his name to the Bishop• 
of the Church for approval. 

ltesolved that the president shall appoinb 
the place and time for holding next confer
ence. 

The conference approved of the proposed! 
change in the Herald. 
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The Millersburgh Branch was instructed 
to co-labor with the Kewanee Bra.nob, to as
certain the standing of Br. Russell and deal 
with him a.ccordingly. 

The committee appointed on an appeal 
case of Wm. France, reported not sufficient 
grounds for a.n appeal. 

7 p.m.-Met for prayer and testimony. 
The Spirit was poured out in blessings up
on.the Saints, Br. Geo. Burnham's call to 
the ministry being approved and endorsed 
by the Spirit, in tongues, interpretations 
and prophecy. The Elders were warned to 
be up and doing, for the Lord was about to 
cut bis work short in righteousness, and for 
the Saints to love one another, and exer
cise charity one toward the other. 

Official strengtb.-Of the Seventy 1, 
Elders 15, Priests 2. Teachers 6, Deacon 1. 

The committee on financial report of pres
ident reported. 

Br. Geo. Burnham was ordained to the 
office of Elder, by Brn. H. C. Bronson, R. 
Holt, J. Jeremiah and R. J. Benjamin. 

Br. Reuben Riggs was ordained to tbe 
office of Priest, by Elders Robert Holt, H. 
C. Bronson, J. Jeremiah and R. J. Ben
jamin. 

The spiritual authorities of the Church 
were sustained in righteousness. 

Sunday.-Prayer meeting in the morning. 
At10:30, preachingbyJ. Jeremiah, assisted 
by J. A. Uobinson. Afternoon, funeral ser
vice by H. C. Bronson. At 7 o'clock, prayer 
and testimony, the Spirit of God being 
poured out on the Sa.ints, in tongues, inter
preta.!ion and prophecy. 

Resolved that the presidents of branches 
be instructed by the Secretary of the Dis
trict to lay before their respective branches 
the apostolic order, a.nd put it into practice, 
and see that the Saints obey the law of God 
in this thing, that is, la.ying aside every first 
day of the week their mites or donation for 
the maintenance of the Branch and support 
of the District President. 

After the resolution was passed the Spirit 
approved of the mea.sure, and promised lo 
the Saints prosperity, if they obey this res
olution. 

A vote of tha.nks was given to ihe Ke
wa.nee Saints for their hospitality to the 
visiting Saints. 

A collection in behalf of the President 
gave him $80.00. 

Pittsburg District. 
The above conference was held in Pitts

burg, Pa., D,ecember 12th. 1871J; Elder Ja.s. 
Brown presiding, W. H. Ga.rrett, secreta.ry. 
After the usual opening services, the presi
dent addressed the conference briefly, in 
exhortation and instruction. The minutes 
of last conference (Sept. 12th, 1875) were 
read and approved. 

The following branch reports were then 
read and approved. Pittsburg: quarter 
ending Nov. 30, present numerical strength 
64, baptized 4. Financial report, quarter 
ending Nov. 30. Tithing balance on ha,nd 
la.st report $6, received since $1, total $7; 
branch fund, received since last report 
$19 82; Sunday school ful)d, balance on 
ha,nd last report $6.17, recived $12.72. total 
$18 89; poor fund, received $12; Elde1·s' 
fund, balance on hand last report $31. 35, 
received $15.15, total $47 10. 

Expenditure; Bra.nch fund, for Bra.nch 
expenses $6; S. S. fund $15.15; poor fund, 
to the· poor $12 ; Elders' fund support of 
ministry $47.10. Balance on hand: tithing 
$7, Branch fund $13.82; S. S fund $3.74. 
Geo. Hepworth, Frank J. Reese, William 
George. auditors. Wm. Lawrenson, presi
dent; Frank J. Reese, secret.ary. 

Monroe, Ohio ; 32 members; no change 
since last r~port. Stephen W. Hogue or
dained to the office of Priest a.Ed Hugh 
Winland ordained Deacon, by Priest L. R. 
Devore, at Washington township, Monroe 
Co., Ohio. November 28. 1875. Fina.ncial 
report.-Received $4 for Elders' fund. Ap
proved by Branch November 28, 1875. Jas. 
E. Dye, president; L R. Devore, sec'y. 

West Wheeling: (Ohio): 13 members, 2 
baptized, 2 received by letter, 3 received 
by vote. Amos R. Wilson, president; Benj. 
McCormick, secretRry. 

Church Hill : (Ohio): 30 members, 2 
ba.ptized, 1 received otherwise, 10 removed 
by certifica.te, I excommunicated. Morgan 
Williams, president; David Evans, sec'y. 

Mansfield: (Pa.): 14 mem hers, no change 
since last report. Joseph Parsons, pres. 

Belmont, 0., not. reported. 
The following officials reported. and re

ports approved : Elders J. Ells, J. Parsons, 
Jam~s Brown, Wm. Lawrenson, J.E. Dye, 
(by L. R. Devore). W. H. Garrell, A. F9l
coner; Priests L. R Devore, D. Jones. (by 
J. Parsons). S. W. Hogue, and Deacon Geo. 
W. Hepworth, W. H. Hutchison and John 
G. Gillespie. 

The following re.port of the District 
Treasurer of tbe Elders' Fund, waR read 
and approved: On hand last report $43 72. 
Received ·since, Pittsburgh, Pa .. Branch, 
$1515; Monroe, Ohio, Branch $4; total 
$62 87. Expenditure: paid to Br. J. Brown, 
Sept. 13, pBr vote of Conference, $-13 72; 
ha.la.nee in ha.nd $19;15. Wm. Lawrenson, 
Treasurer. 

The following prea.m ble and resolution 
wa.s offend by J Ells, seconded by J. Reese, 
and passed unanimously: 

Whereas, there seems to be a misa.pplica
lion of the intention of the rule adopted by 
the Pittsburgh District Conference, rfquir
ing all the Priesthood to report. at the con
ference held by said District, thPrefore be it 

Resolved that the rule herein referred to 
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simply has reference to those of the priest
hood who are officers at large, and not 
specially engaged by the Branch where 
they reside. 

On motion, the licenses of Elder .John 
R. 'Lewis of Church Hill, Ohio, and Priest 
Robert Wiper were renewed, and licences 
granted Priest Stephen "\V. Hogue and 
Teacher Hugh Winland, of Monroe, Ohio, 
Branch. 

Elder John Mc'Millen, of Church Hill, 
Ohio, Branch, not ha,ving reported to &ny 
conference for some time and ah.:o 
beinv, reported by the of that 
Era,llcb, from his own confes~1inn, as h~virig 
hecome a convert to Sniritua1iEn:n, the Pres·· 
ident of that Bran.eh..._ w::1s, on :mot ion, in
structed to demand the licenge of Elder ::Hc
:0.Iillen for 
officio.ls to 
wa1·ds that. 

On 
mont 

1~rhe 
Ca.rnnbellit.e Cl~ E::ch 8.l 

"'"county~ I{fnlSE"" ~;overnhe:r 18 
J~ld.er .John Y{. Bracl?,enbOJry 

to preside, P~·eside:nt t.b 8 !lC?CeSSity 

Dl 

Brackenbm·y. 
Fanning; 35 members, 1 f~xeom

muujented. Joseph Blatt~ 8en., president; 
Charles Herzing, cl0rk. 

Elder~' reports.-EJders .John Itichar<ls, 
.Joseph Blatt, B'mjamin Brackenbury. B . 
.Banta, S 0. Waddell, Char~es Herzing. 
.John W. Bracken bury and Priest J, F. 
Clernensen reported. 

1\foved that the president appoint, a com
mittee to try~cases and transact other busi~ 
ness that may come before the conference 
dm·ing its session. Brn. matt, Banta and 
Waddell composed said committee. 

Missions appointed.-Elder John Rich. 
ards, to preach at Willow Springs School
house ?v!o~ed fbn,~, nJl ~ E1ders b.a:ing no 
specia1 miS.SHJn as"'1gnea 1o 1hcro:1i 1ab0r as 

circumstances permit, whenever and wher
ever opportunity offers. , 

l\Ioved that this conference hereby rec
ommend Br. J. F. Clemenson to Bishop Rog
ers as agent for the North Kansas Dist.riot. 

Moved that we adjourn to meet in Fan
ning, the second Saturday in Fcbrus,ry, 
1816, at 10 o'clock a,m. 

One baptized during int.ermission. 
3 pm -Confirmation and sacrament meet

ing. Moved that we invite visiting breth
ren to lake part. in onr business transactions. 

Sister Jane Grumlev was confirmed a 
member of the Church: by B. Brackenbury, 
B. Banta and S. 0. Waddel. 

Pa-r,took of the Ba.cra1nent, after which the· 
Saints had 11 prnyer and t.estimony meeting, 
dud·og ~vh~ch they were hlessed with a 
goodly of the Spirit. 

Evf session.-J. \V. Brackenbury 
President of the District. 

that· we sustain nH the Sph]tu
&l aut.bo1,ides of tbe Church, hy our faith 
ai}d :ln righteousness. 

a vote o.f thanks to f;JE; 

Cloud 

:nistrict1) 
Ti10 &bove conftrfnco assernb1ed Sou~b. 

1iethlebt>rn, on Su1~dn,y l\fovember 1870? 
10 «.m. John Stone wns pre,si-

derJl,1 u,nd J osE~ph A. secretg,ry. 
Ih»1nc~1 rfports.- : 53 m.en1-

bern, 4 bapiized, 2 removed ce:·tifice,t~, 
2 excommunicated. ;John Stone, pres. 

South Bethlehem: 9 members. I.ewis 
D. 1\:I orgrn, pr1~sident. 

Hyde Park: 22 members, 4 baptized. 
Hrnry Jones, president. 

Elders' reports.-Pres.John Stone: Since 
our l.a 0 t meeting: I have had reason tor~joice. 
I have labored in New Jersey, and find there· 
« field that is very prosperous. 1Iy labors 
have resulted in much good. Several have 
been baptized. Many old Saints ihat were 
baptized in the days of Joseph the Martyr 
received the word with gladness. Have re
ceived three on their former baptism, they 
having always held faithful to the work, 
have never been cut off, believe that this is 
the work of God, and that young Joseph is 
the proper leader. My duties in Philadel· 
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phia have been attended to, to the best of 
:my ability. 

Elias Lewis, of Philadelphia, per John 
Stone, reported, being unable to attend; is 
firm in the faith. 

Joseph A. Stewart: Have labored to the 
hest of my ability during the last quart.er. 
Have visited Monmouth county, New Jersey, 
several times, with Brn. Stone and Small, 
where ou~ preaching has resulted in much 
good. Have visited nearly all the Saints 
of the Rranch during the last quarter; have 
been much gratified with my visits ; am 
urm in the faith. 

Lewis D Morgan reported in place of Br. 
John T. Williams of South Bethlehem, he 
being absent. 

Lewis D. Morgan: My labors for the last 
quarter have not been much; but, as re
gards the blessings of God, they have been 
<ionsiderable Hope I may be an instru
ment in the hand of God in saving many 
;;;ouls. I do not seek or desire riches, only 
the gifts of God; they are all I want. 

Wm. Crumb, of Danville, Pa., reported 
by letter. Henry Jones, of Hyde Park, Pa., 
repo:rted by letter. Joseph Squires, · of 
Brooklyn, New York, reported by letter. 
Priest Wm. Harris, of Danvile. Pa., re
ported by letter. 'f each er Howell L. Mor· 
gan, of South Bethlehem: Have no report 
to make ; have had no labor; am firm in 
the faith. 

Moved and carried, that this conference 
grant Hn1ry Jones, of Hyde Park, a new 
license, notwithstanding we consider the 
old one sufficient. 

Move(l and carried, that the sa.me action 
be taken in regard to Henry S. Gill, of Hyde 
Park, Pa. 

That this conference leave the organiza
tion of n, bl"anch at Danville. Pa., to the 
discretion of the President of the District 

Thitt this conference sustain all the spir· 
itual authorities of the church in righteous
ness. 

That John Stone be sustained as Presi
dent of this District for the ensuing quarter. 

That Joseph A. Stewart be sustained as 
Secretary of this District the ensuing 
quarter. 

2:30 p.m.-Had prayer and testimony, 
after which sacrament was administered,; 
all blessed with the Spirit. 

Moved and carried, that this conference 
adjourn to meet in Philadelphia, on the 
fourth Saturday and Sunday following in 
February. (26 and 27, 1876). 

Hold on to the truth, for it will serve you 
·well and do you good throughout eternity. 
Hold on to virt2e; it is above all price to 
you in all times and places. Hold on to 
your good character, for it is and always 
will be your best wealth. 

THE TWO HOUSES. 

There went a wise, and a foolish man; 
And each to build him a house began; 

One built on rock, the other on sand; 
\\Then the houses erect did stand, 

None could see, which might the firmer be. 

But when the dark sky began to frown; 
The wiud, the rain, the storm, came down; 

The rock-built house stood the shock right well; 
Its neighbor tottered, and crashing fell 

In terrible ruin sad to see. 

So shall those stand the rude tempest's shock, 
~Yho build on God's word, the Bible Rock; 

But those who war against God's command 
VVill fall, like the house bui1t on the sand;

Great will the fall and,the ruin be. 
STOCKTON, Cal. DORINDA. F. E. ROBERTS. 

DIED. 
At his reBidence, near Davis City, De0a

tur county, Iown,, December 3d, 1875, of old 
age, brother David Perdun, who lacked but 
a few days of being eighty-six years old. 

He was an old time Stt,iDL, and was of that 
number who m:ffered the loss of home by 
being driven from it, by t.he mob in Hancock 
county, Illinois. Had he but. renounced the 
fai1h be could bave remained in peace, but 
with the wife of his bOEom, who now mourns 
his loss, they choose rather to suffH 3ffiic
tions with the people of God, tban to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season. He died 
in the hope of a glorious resurrection; may 
his family all meet. him there. Peace be to 
the ashes of this honest man and brother. 

At his residence, ntl<<r Pleasanton, De
catur county. Iowa.,on the 15th of Decem
ber, 1875, Elder George Morey, aged 72 
years, 1 month and 1:2 days. 

Brother l\Iorey embraced the gospel in an 
early day, we think in the year 1838, ancl 
remained firm in the faith of the new and 
everlasting covenant, from that time until 
he fell asleep in Jesus. Death seemed to 
have no terrors for him; be manifested a 
desire to depert and be with ChTist,, which 
desire was evidently granted, as after his 
spirit left its clayey tenement, he h,;d the 
appearance of a person in a quiet, sweet 
Bleep. so !hat tho8e who beheld him c\)uld 
say with P•rnl, "Oh! death, where is t.hy 
sting? Oh! grave, where is thy victory?" 
He occupied several important positions in 
the Church at different periods in his life. 
During the winter and spring of 1836, when 
the house of the Lord in Kirt.land, Ohio, was 
dedicated, he was one of the door keepers, 
and enjoyed many precious blessings on 
that interesting and solemn occasion. At 
the organization of the Little River Branch 
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of the Reorganized Church, he was chosen 
presiding Elder, and was afterwards chosen 
president of the Decatur District, which 
places he filled for some years; and at the 
time of his death, belonged to the High 
Priest's Quorum, and was also a member of 
the High Council. He was ever ready to 
bear a strong and faithful testimony of the 
truth of the everlasting gospel, as revealed 
in the Holy Scriptures, the Book of Mor
mon, and Doctrine and Covenants; and 
seemed to be favored, in a peculiar manner, 
with the gift of healing, as very many can 
testify. He will be greatly missed in the 
Church, in the family circle and in society. 
He leaves an aged companion, three child
ren, and quite a number of grand and great 
grand children, and numerous friends to 
mourn his departure, but their loss is his 
everlasting gain. Thus Little River Branch 
of the Church have lost two of its aged, firm 
pillars, Elders David Purdun and George 
Morey, who died within a few days of each 
other; both departed in peace, having a 
bright hope of a glorious resurrection. 
"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord 
from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their labors; and their 
works do follow them." 

At Galesburg, Mo., December 12th, 1875, 
of congestion of the brain, sister Bernice 
Bird, aged 45 years, 5 months and 15 days. 

Sister Bird was born in Gerry, Chautau
qua county, N. Y. At the age of fifteen she 
united with the first organization, and in 
1865 was baptized in Texas by Hugh Lytle, 
and joined the Reorganization. She ever 
remained faithful and devoted to the end of 
her days here on earth. I pen a verse she 
wrote a short time before she died, on the 
death of her mother. 

"Mother, the memory of thy worth 
Shall live within my breast, 

And point me to that sacred place, 
"\Vhere thou hast found a rest." 

At Montrose, Lee county, Iowa, sister 
Eliza Graham. 

Sr. Graham was a sister to Br. Hervey 
Green, of California, and united with the 
Church, in Ohio, at the same time he did. 
She suffered with the Saints in Missouri 
and Nauvoo. She has always borne ates
timony to the gospel, but had for the last 
few years followed the the religious teach
ing of Elder S. Rigdon. 

Disfellowslliped. I 
'i'he Saints iire hereby notified that Bro. 

Charles Emanuel Smith, of the Brighton 
Branch of the Church of Jes us Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, of Brighton, Sacramento 
county California. has been tried before the 
said branch, and has been disfelowshiped, 
for misdemPanor 3nd unchristian-like con-
duct. G,;oBOE W. HAm.ow. President 

JAMES, II. PARR, Priest and clerk. 

Bishop's Report. 
Bishop Israel L. Rogers' quarterly report. 

Church of Jesus Christ in account with Is
rael L. Rogers. 
1875. CR. 

Oct. 1, Balance of ti things and offerings ......... $152 10 
" 3, From John J. Clengbak, Idaho............ 5 Ot> 

" 5, " Thomas Reese, Montana ............ 10 0(} 

" 5, " Mary J. Reese, Montana ............ 10 Oo 

" 9, " Harvey S. Dille, Ills .......•..........• 1 00 
"12, " Edwin Cadwell, Ills ................... 5 00 
"14, " James. Crick, sen., Ills . .............. 1 Oo 
"27, " Thos. T. Thomas, Ills .................. 5 00 

Nov.4, " A sister, Millersburg, Ills ............ 5 Oo 

" 8, " Odin Jacobs, Ills •....................... 55 Oo 
"15, " N. Nelson, Nebraska .................. 10 00 
"18, " Thomas Harris, Montana ........... 10 00 
"22, " Wm. Leeka, Bishop's Agent for 

Fremont Distric.t, Iowa ........... 26 25 
Dec. l, " Joseph Squires, N. Y .........•........ 5 00 

" 1, " Sr. Mary Squires, N. Y .•........•...• 2 00 

" 2, " Sr. Sarah L. Bass, Wis ...........•...• 10 00 

" 6, " John Sayer, Iowa ..........•............ 10 00 

" 6, " W. J. Murphy ..................•........ 40 00 
"14, " J. Nicholas, Iowa, ..................... 10 00 
"18, " Harvey S. Dille, Ills ................... 1 00 
"25, " John L. Bass, Wis ...•.................. 20 00 
"31, " E. H. Ladner, Iowa .................... 5 00 
u 31, " Sr. J. 0. Barnes, Iowa ................. 5 00 
"31, '· Br. Standeven, Iowa .................. 5 Oo 
4

' 31, " Sr. Smith, Iowa .......................... 1 00 
"31, " Sr. Anna Nielson, Neb ................ 5 00 

Total credits ...............•...•. $414 35 

1875. DR. 
Octo. 6, To the poor, Ills ............................... $ 10 00 

6, " Church Recorder .......................... 30 00 
" 27, " W. W. Blair ................................. 100 00 
" 27, " J. W. Briggs ................................ 25 00 

Nov.11, " Sr. J. S. Patterson........................ 25 00 
" 15, " the poor, Iowa ............................. . 

Dec. 10, " the poor, Io,va ............................. . 
" 18, " J. ,V, Briggs .............................. .. 
" 31, " Bishop's Secretary ....................... . 
'' 31, " the poor, Ills ................................ . 

25 00 
25 00 
20 00 

6 00 
21 00 

Total paid out .................... $287 00 
Balance on hand ..............•.. 127 35 

$414 35 

CR. 
By receipts of tithings and offerings through 

1875. the Herald office. 
Sept. 24;From Lewis Gaulter, Montana ........... $ 10 00 

'' 24, W. A. Crompton, Mass............ O 5() 
" 27, Mottsville Branch, Nevada...... 11 OC 

Octo. 1, A sister, Conn......................... 9 00 
8, T. J. Andrews, Cal................... 2 00 

" 27, Sr. D. Dutcher, N. Y................ 3 00 
" 28, :Moingona Saints, Iowa............ 8 20 

Nov. 25, Sr. Jemima Calif, l\Io. •............. 3 85 
" 25, C.H. Vandusen, Wis............... 0 50 

Deer. 3, Unknown................................ 4 00 
9, J. G. Holman, Pa. .................... 4 40 

H 10, Sr. Sarah Weaver, N. Y............ 0 60 
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Dec. 15, 
H 27, 

1875. 

C. Danielson, Ills. ............ ...... 20 00 
" 'Vm. Gess, Wis........................ l 85 

Receipts ........................... $ 78 90 
Balance due Herald office ... 67 11 

$146 01 

DR. 
Oct. 1, Balance due Herald office .................. $107 51 

5, Tracts, etc., to R. C. Elvin, C. Derry, 
W. D. Morton and E. Banta ........... . 3 50 

10 00 
llJ 00 

" 19, Cash to Sr. J. W. Briggs ................ .. 
Nov.16, u tO ................. . 

" 16, " to E. Ursenbach ....................... 15 00 

$146 01 

I. L. ROGERS, BISHOP. 

Branch Organized. 
Hornerstown, N. J., December 25, 1875. 

Meeting was called to order by President 
John Stone, of the Philadelphia District, at 
11 o'clock a.m. -

Moved and seconded that a Branch of 
the Church be organized in Hornerstown, to 
be called the Hornerstown Branch. Ac
cepted. 

Moved and seconded, that Br. Thomas D. 
Herbert, be ordained a Priest of the Branch, 
and that he be instructed to call the Saints 
together and take charge of them and hold 
meetings until further alterations are made. 
Unanimously adopted. 

JoAN STONE, Pres. of Dist. 
JOSEPH A. STEWART, Sec'y. 

Information Wanted. 

of the resolution and other matter in con· 
nection with Utah Chapel, for publication< 
in the Herald. IsAAC CRAMER, < 

Sec. of Branch. 

The New §criptnres. 
Of Modern Scientific Philosophy according to< 

Tyndall, Huxley,,Sp;ncer and Darwin. 

A correspondent for the Cincinnati Com
mercial states that the following is the work 
of a scientific gentleman who is engaged in 
getting up a new translation of the script
ures, to accord with the late developements. 
by Huxley and Darwin: 

GENESIS-CHAPTER II. 

"1. Primarily the Unknowable moved up
on cosmos and evolved protoplasm. 

"2. And protoplasm was inorganic and 
undifferentiated, containing all things in 
potential energy; and a spirit of evolution 
moved upon the fluid mass. 

" 3. And the Unknowable differentiated 
the atoms, each after its kind; and their 
contact begat light, heat and electricity. 

"4. And the Unconditioned differentiated 
the atoms, each after its kind ; and their 
combinations begat rock, iiir and water. 

"5. And there went out a spirit of evo
lution from the Unconditioned, and working 
in protoplasm, accretion and absorption pro
duced the organic cell. 

"6. And cell by nutrition evolved pri
mordial germ, and germ developed pro-

Information wanted of the whereabouts togene; and protogene begat eozoon, and' 
of William Clark, who left churchhill, Ohio, eozoon begat monad, and monad begat ani
December 24th, 1874. Any information of malcule. 
him will be thankfully received by his father, "7. And animalcule begat ephemera; 
John Clark, at Box 14, Boonesboro, Boone I then began creeping things to multiply on 
County Iowa. the face of the earth. 

"8. And earthy atom in vegetable pro-
ADDRESSES. toplasm begat the molecule, and hence came 

C. G. Lanphear, Box 205, Sandwhich, De 
Kalb Co., Illinois. 

Thomas W. Smith, care John Burlington, 
St. Joseph, Mo. 

Peter Canavan, West Oakland, Alameda 
county, Cal. 

Utah Chapel. 
The following resolution and motion were 

presented and passed at a regular business 
meeting of Plano Branch, held January 3d, 
1876: 

Resolved, That in view of the condition 
of the Church in Utah, and the want of a 
place of worship in Salt Lake City ; this 
branch sympathizes with the effort to build 
one there, and will :iid the Bame accord
ing- to our circumstances. 

Moved that the Secretary furnish a copy" 

all the grass and every herb in the earth. 
" 9. And animalculm in the water evolv

ed fins, tails, claws and scales; and in the 
air wings and beaks, and on the land they 
sprouted such organs as were necessary as 
played upon by the envirenment. 

" 10. And by accretion and absorption 
came the radiata and mollusca, and mollus
ca begat articulata, and articulata begat 
verebrata. 

"11. Now these are the generations of 
the higher vertebrata, in the cosmic period 
that the Unknowable evoluted the bipedal< 
mammalia. 

"12. And every man of the earth, while 
he was yet a monkey, and the horse while 
he was yet a hipparion, and the hipparion 
before him was an oredon. 

"13. Out of the aHcidi11n came the am
phibian and beg11t the pentad11ctyle; and, 
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the penladactyle by inheritance and selec
iion produced the hylobate, from which are 
the simiadro in all their tribes. 

"14. And out of the simiadro the lemur 
prevailed above his fellows and produced 

·the platyrhine monkey. 
"15. And the platyrhine begat the catar

rhine; and the catarrhine monkey begat 
the anthropoid ape, and the ape begat the 
1ongimanous orang, and the orang •begat 
·ilhimpanzee, and the chimpanzee evoluted 
the what-is-it. 

"113. And the what-is-it went into the 
·1and of Nod and took him a wife of the 
longimanous gibbons. 

"17. And in the process of the cosmic 
period were born unto them and their chil
·dren anthropomorphic primordial types. 

" 18. The homunculus, the prognathus, 
the troglodyte, the anthohthon, the terra
gen : these are the genera.tions of primeval 
·man. 

"19. And primeval man was naked and 
not ashamed, but lived in quadrnmanous 
innocence, and struggled mightily to har
monize with the environment. 

"20. And by inheritance and natural se
·1ection did he progress from the stable and 
homogenous to the complex and heteroge
nous; for the weakest died and the strong
est grew and multiplied. 

"21. And man grew a thumb for that he 
had need of it, and developed capacities for 
prey. 

"22. For behold, the swiftest men caught 
ihe most animals, and lhe swiftest animals 
.got away from the most men, wherefore the 
·slow animals were eaten and the slow men 
starved to death. 

"23. And as types were differentiated 
the weaker types continually disappeared. 

"24. And the earth was filled with vio
-1ence; for man strove with man, and tribe 
with tribe, whereby they killed off the weak 
and foolish and secured the survival of the 
"fittest." 

Feet. 
A writer in Nature, after referring to the 

various modes of walking amvng various 
-races of ro ankind, says: 

''May L-"'t the •set' of the feet have played 
a not unimportant part in the struggle for 
existence? In thinking over the subject 
the following points have occured to me, 
and perhaps some of your readers may be 
able to throw some further light on the 
-question. In the case of the North American 
Indian, for example, except that he wears 
soft moccasins instead of stiff boots, he is 
less in a state of nature as regards his feet 
than we are. For we, and all the Teutonic 
tribes for countless generations, have paid 
~ittle regard to feet except as instruments 
of unconscious progression, or as pedestals 
·-On which to stand firm. The North Ameri-

can Indian, on the contrary, is obliged by 
his habits of life, and has been obliged for 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of years, to 
direct his particular attention in no small 
degree to the position of his feet. For in 
hunting it is of the greatest importance that 
he should not tread upon any rotten sticks, 
which may snap with a loud noise and alarm 
the game of which he is in pursuit. On the 
war-track it is of equal importance that he 
shall deceive his enemies as to the number 
of his party, and so each man carefully 
walks in the foot-print of the warrior who 
had preceded him. This, I should think, 
would be decidedly easier if the foot were 
kept pointing straight fore and aft than if 
it were held obliquely. The impression 
made by the foot-prints will not be so large 
as when the foot is oblique. In walking in 
snow-shoes, too, the feet must be held as 
nearly as possible parallel, as otherwise the 
shoes are apt to catch in each other and 
trip their wearer up. It seems quite possi
ble that the long-continued attention to the 
position of the feet for many generations, 
together with the advantage which a paral
lel position of the feet may have given the 
old Saxon, by affording firmer support in 
the struggle for existence, may have led to 
its becoming a permanent characteristic of 
the red Indian, while the advantage which 
the outward direction of the feet may have 
given the old Saxon, by affording a firmer 
support in a hand-to-hand struggle, may 
have led to its permanence in the successors 
of those who possessed this peculiarity, and 
by its means enabled them to overcome their 
opponents. I cannot be quite sure about 
the ancient Egyptian. Ifl remember right
ly, the Farnese Hercules has toes pointing 
outward, while Mercury generally has his 
feet more or less parallel. This would in
dicate that the Greek associated the former 
position with strength and firmness, and the 
latter with fleetness. As fleetness will also 
aid the North American Indian in the strug
gle for existence, it is possible that its as
sociation with a parallel foot may have some
thing to do with the peculiar formation of 
his ankle-joint. This however leads to the 
question, which I do not think has ever yet 
been taken up-in what way does the pos
session of a certain weapon and the use of 
particular methods of warfare influence the 
conformation of the body? Have the des
cendants of the Teuton tribe~ toes which 
point outward because their forefathers used 
clubs, axes and targets? and have the red. 
Indians of to- day parallel feet because their 
forefathers used arrows and keen tomahawks 
and trusted to agility rather than to brazen 
studs and thick bullhide for escape from the 
blows of their adversaries?" 

He that cannot forgive others breaks the 
bridge over which he must pass himself. 
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The Harvest in Palestine. 
CORRECTIONVILLE, Iowa, 

January 1st, 1875. 
Dear Herald :-Whereas the restoration of 

the land of Palestine to fertility is said to 
be cotemperary with the latter day events, 
as seen in Joel 2 : 21-31; also Psali:ns 85 : 
10-13, hence is of i%.terest to your readers. 
ll'!therefore ·copy the following from the 
Guide to Holiness, June number, volume 22, 
page 185, edited by Dr. and Mrs. Palmer, 
14 Bible House, New York. 

DANIEL R. BALDWIN. 

Palestine is not such a desert as some 
people suppose. Even after the waste and 
exhaustion of 4000 years it exhibits sur
prising fertility._ The hill country of Gali
lee yields crops which indicate a production 
equal to all that J osophus .has said of it. 
South of Bethlehem they raise two crops a 
year. Tr1eir grn,pes almost :rival the clus
ters of I~,;hcol, a single vine having 100 
bunches of each three feet long and 
each and one half inches in cir-

flew 
yields 

They have Indian corn eleven 
"\Yater n1ellons 

pounds 

------}>-4-@~ 

lfi4h.t I l!nve Seen .. 
Some one who has seen a. 

the world tells some things hat! 
I have seen a man sell a good farm, 

in Sin h~~ane fl,t•rny-

I J1ave seen a farm~:r t:ra,ve1 about t:ic 
that there was nothing ut homo \v·ortb. look
ing after . 

. I have seen a man spend more money iu 
folly than would support his family in com
fort and independence. 

I have seen a young girl ma,r·ry a young 
man of ?issolute habits and repent it as long 
as she lived. 

I have seen a man depart from truth where 
candor and veracity would have served him 
to a much better purpose. 

I have seen the extravagance and folly of 
children bring their parents to poverty and 
want, and themselves to disgrace. 

I have seen a prudent and industrious 
wife retrieve the fortunes of a family when 
her husband pulled at the other end of the 
rope. 

I have seen a young man wh7 despised 
the counFe]~ of the wise and advice of the 
good, and his career ended in poY€·rty and 
wrote h ed n ess. 

PUBLICATIONS ISSUED AND FOR- SALE 
BY THE 

Boa1'd of Publication of the Reorganized Church, 
!f AT THEIR PUBLISHING HOUSE 

PLANO, KENDALI, COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
--~oto!o--~ 

True natter Day Saints' Herald: 
A semi-monthly periodical, 32 pagesi edited by .JOSEPH 
SilIITH. This is au official organ, explanatory of the 
faith of the church, and contains correspondence from 
different parts of the world, giving accmfuts of th0 
progress of the church, and setting forth :the dealings 
of God with his people. 

Price $2.15 per year, half year $1.10, per qus,Tter 55, 
cents, free of postage. 

Zion's Hope~, 
A 'semi-monthly paper for c?il<lrell and'fi1;,;p.day Schools, 
:bidited by JOSEPH 8:!.'.UTH. Price 60 cent~ pet ~nnuu:i-, 
30c. per half year, fre{:}! of postage. i 

Every child in Israel should be Supplied with, 
1
tlfe · 

IIoPE. It is desiguir!l specia,~ly to qualify theni '-(op 
the great. future, in -'!Which we anticipat,~ their }2(?F~, 
forming so importallt a part. ' "-, ~: ,::· , 

'11!1e l'lfosgengeir ' ' '" 
Publislied monthly at Salt Lake Citf, Utah, in th 
terest of the Reorganfaed Church. Jason VV. :$1 
editor. Postage free, 50 cents· pe:r yeaT. 

....... 1 25 
] 73 

a legal argument, 
~~aggie and 1\fary; or 

10 cents. 

00 

1 [.0 

Concordance to Book of Covenants, 24 pages, 10 cents. 
B:;i,ptism, Confirmation, and Ordination Certificates, 

bound in flexible covers, 40 cents each. 
Minutes of Annual Conference, of 1873, 10c. eac.h. 

·· Tracts: 
No.1, Mountain of the I)ord's House, 8 pages, 20 cents, 

per dozen, $1.3U p(:-ir hundred. 
No. 2, Truth .Made .l1Ianifest, 12 pages, 25 cents per d0~ 

zcn, $1.75 per hundred. 
No. 3, Voice of the Good Shepherd, 4 pages, 8 cents, 

per dozen, 60 cents per hundr~d. 
No. 4) Epitome of Faith and Doctrine, one page, 5 ""'""::·+1'c:"''· 

per dozen, SO cents per hundred. 
No. 5, The Gospel, 2 pages, G cents per dozen, 35 

ner hundred. 
NO. 13, The "One Baptism;" its 

· quisites and Design; and 
pages, 3!) cents per dozen, 
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No. 7, Who Then Can be Saved, 4 pages, 8 cents per 
dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 8, ~'ullness of the Atonement, 16 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $2 per hundred. , 

No. 9, Spiritualism Viewed from a Scriptural Stand
Point, 20 pages, 40 cents per dozen, $3 per hundred. 

No. 10, The Narrow Way, 8 pages, 20 cents per doze:a, 
$1.30 per hundred. 

No. 11, 'fhe Plan of Salvation, 18 pa;ges, 35 cents per 
dozen, $2.60 per hundred. 

No. 12, The Bible versus Polygamy, 14 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $1.90 per hundred. 

No. 14, Reply to Orson Pratt, 16 pages, 30 cents per 
dozen, $~ per hundred. 

No. 15, Idolatry, 4 pages, 8 cents per dozen, 60 cents 
, .. per hundred. 

:.:,N-0. 16, Polygamy: Was it an Original Tenet of the 
Church 1 10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.60 per hun
dred. 

No. 17, The Successor in the Prophetic Office and Pre
sidency of the Church, 16 pages, 30 cents per dozen, 
$2 per hundred. 

No. 18, Rejection' of the Church, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 

No. 20, The "One Body;" or the Church of Christ under 
the Apostleship and under the Apostasy, 16 pages, 
30 cents per dozen, $2 per hundred. 

No. 21, Truths by Three Witnesses, one page, 5 cents 
per dozen, 20 cents per hundred. 

No. 22, Faith and Repentance, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 

No. 23, Baptism, 10 pages, 25 cents per <lozen, $1:60 per 
hundred. 

No. 24, The Kingdom of God, 4 pages, 8 cents per doz
en, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 25, Laying on of Hands, 4 pa.,; es, 8 cents per doz-
en, 60 cents per hundred. , ' 

No. '.!6, Mountain of the Lord'18 House, 4,pages, 8 cents 
per dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 27, 'l'he Sabbath Question, 12 pages, 25 cents per 
dozen, $1.75 cents per hundred. 

No. 28, The Basis of Polygamy, a Criticism, upon the 
(so called) Revelation of July 12th, 1843, 8 pages, by 

. J. "W4 Briggs; 20 cents a dozen, $1,30 a hundred. 
A Memorial to Congress:, 8 pages, 20 cents per do3en, 

$1.30 per hundred. ' 
Trial of the Witnesses to the Resurrection, 32 pages, 

8 cents each, 75 cents per dozen, $5.25 per hundred. 
Prophecy on the Rebellion, 20 cents per hundred. 

An' assortment of Tracts 50 cents. 
IN GERMAN LANGUAGE. 

No. 19. Epitome of Faith and Doctrine,- and Revelation 
on late Rebellion, 2 pages, 6 cts. per dozen, 35 cents 
per hundred. 

Whc.. Then Can be Saved, 4 pages, 25 cents per dozen. 
$1.40 per hundred. 
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H HEARKEN TO' THE .WORD OF 'THE LORD, FOR THERE SHALL NO~· ANY MAN AMONG YOU HAVJI SA TII IT BJ: 

ONE WIFE; AND OONOUBUfES':H~·:-~H~LL H~YE NONJJ.n-Book of .M~;®· 
"WHEN TE:R RIGHTEo'ug;lA~E IN. AuTHORITY, THE PEO.PLB,R~010E; EUT WHEN !l'RB WIOXED BEARETH 

RULE, THE PEOPLE MOURN.n...;,.:t~~· 29: 2. , :'.,.; 

Vol. 23. P:r:~~91 ILL., FEBRUARY 1, 1876 .. No.3. 

c~'ntinned from pag~ ·.r1f . • . . 
Antiquity of the Cross as\ a Religious 

Symbol, and of the Doctrine of · 
Vicarious Ato!lPment. 

Another writer says: "It should. nev
e:r be forgotten that the sign of the cross 
was for ages in use among the Gentiles, 

,And it was the mo~t sacred symbol of 
·~gyptian worship. They placed it on 
'their monuments and it was considered 
a's possessing in iteelf power against the 
·evil one." 

Dr. Olliver writes: "The christian 
beholds the sacred emblem of his faith 
used ail' a symbol of devotion, even 
among the heathen. lt is engraven on 
their monuments, and some of their 
temples were erected in the form of vast 
·Crosses."' 

Oth~r authority, claims: "That from 
the dawn of Paganism the cross was one 
of the most common and sacred of sym
bols. Indeed, it appears to have been 
the aboriginal possession of every natiop 
of antiquity." · 

An ancient writer remarked that he 
could not miderstand how it was that 
the people before Christ "paid such a re
markable veneration to the sign of the 
·cross," but that nevertheless "the fact 
was known." In the book named" An
tiquity of Cornwall," it is written: "The 
cross was a religious emblem of devotion 
among the ancient Druids," -and that 
was centurfos before Christ. 

An early christian writer, in reply to 
the Pagan charge of adoring the cross, 
·said that the Christians were no more 
likely to do so than the Pagans, because 
the latter "not only plaoe a cross, but a 
cross with a man on it," upon their en-

Whole No. 339. 

signs and standards. In this we ha'V.e 
a great proof of the general idea among 
all nations of a coming Redeemer, cruci
fied for men. 

The Ethnics of Greece declared that 
there was nothing singular to them that 
the cbristians used the sign of the c&s 
as a token of t:lieir Savior's suffering, be
cause it was also· common with them in 
the worship of their divinity: Again 
we are assured that four hundred years 
before Christ, Plato, the Grecian Philos
opher, taught that the divinity "next 
the Supreme Being, was universally pre
figured by the sign of the cross." • 

V/ith these teachings among the 
Greeks it is not surprising that Paul 
found at Athens an altar which he rec
ognized as being virt.ually erected to the 
true God, although the Greeks were so 
far departed from God that there only 
remained a general idea of his existence, 
yet., as we have seen, they still retained 
and adored the Redeeri:1er's sign. Evi
dently Paul .knew that all nations had 
rerreived some knowledge of the promis
ecl redemption; in fact that none @f 
them were left ignorant of t.he cross of 
Obrist, or as he calls it. "the hope of the 
gospel," (which has ever been through 
Christ only), for he says that this "hope" 
had been ."preached to every creature 
which is under heaven, whereof I, Paul, 
am made a minister."-Co1. 1: 23. This 
is proven, as we have seen, by the uni
vertt;al existence of the sign of the cross 
as ~~the symbol of eternal life." There
fore, that the Greeks might surely know 
that he whom they "ignorantly worship
ped" had really appeared, Paul declared 
him to them, even the second in the 
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trinity, as crucified and. risen from the 
dead, the cross truly being now confirm-
ed as the symbol of eternal life. . 

Paul writes that in his preaching he 
presented nothing "save Jesus Christ 
and him crucified,'' and stated that his 
preaching was "the preaching of the 
Cross.'' Furthermore he said: "We 
preach Christ and him crucified," yet at 
the same time he declared that he said 
"none other things than those which 
Moses and the prophets did say should 
come; that Christ should suffer, and 
that he should be the :first that should 
rise from the dead.''-Acts 26: 23, 24. 

Now as these proof texts referred to by 
Paul, and quoted by him as fully bear
ing witness of the cross, tlie crucifixion, 
and the resurrection of Christ, are not 
to be found in the common versions of 
Moses and the prophets, we may with 
propriety ask where are the words of 
the prophets declaring these things, or 
the evidence cited by Paul as testimony 
that he had presented facts well vouch
ed for in every particular, instead of fa
bles or :fictions. He thus refers to the 
Rncients as his witnesses, they not only 
foretelling the history and career of the 
Savior, but also, according to Paul, giv
ing his name-Christ, and he wrote as if 
all these things could be known and 
proven by the scriptures then existing. 
If we may understand anything from his 
arguments this point is certainly very 
clear and conclusive. 

Therefore, if these evidences have 
been lost-and who shall say that these 
and many other things have not been, 
considering the few pages of meager his
tory that remain to us about the first 
three thousand years of the race-may 
we not also reasonably suppose that if we 
had a fair record of the ancient nations 
we should find, as Paul says, that they 
did really have a knowledge of"the hope 
of the gospel,'' that is of Christ's coming 
and death, as the cause of their adoring 
various persons as Saviors, even though 
they understood not the right meaning 
of the forms and symbols used by them. 

In further defense of the claim for 
greater testimony of Christ in prophecy, 
we have the latter's words, "Thus it is 

written, and thus it behooved Christ to 
suffer and to rise from theo dead the 
third day."-Luke 24: 45. So again 
we ask where in the prophets now ex
tant is it written that he should suffer 
in that manner-namely, on the cross
or that he should rise from the dead· 
for the words of both Christ and Paul 
agree that the prophets had written such 
and such things, concerning his life and 
death when he should come in the fle:;h. 

Again, Peter says that the prophets 
"inquired and searched diligently," and 
that "the spirit of Christ which was in 
them" did testify of "the sufferings of 
Christ and the glory which should fol
low;" and furthermore that unto them 
it was revealed.-1 Pet. 1: 11, lZ. 
Hence, again we ask where did Peter as 
well as Christ and Paul gather these 
precise facts from ancient writings and 
prophecies if they did not have at their 
command more of these things than are 
known to the world to.day. If we are 
to believe their own statements they cer
tainly did have more full accounts of 
Chr~st's foreordained history, and the 
particular events thereof, than is contain
ed in the King Ja~es Translation, and 
so must every unbiased reader of these 
quotations confess. 

As. the King James version contains 
the names of many books not now extant 
we have also abundant reasons to be cer
tain that other words, verses, chapters, 
and perhaps even whole books have 
been lost. Origin, the historian observ
ed that in his day there was le~s in the 
Greek translation than in the then exist
ing Hebrew text, and St. Jerome relates 
how Origin, hi~elf, "corrected, added 
to and subtracted from" the Greek. 

Dupin wrote: "We must confess that 
there are many differences between the 
Hebrew and the Septuagint.'' Another 
wrote that there were differences in 
"whole words and verses," and that they --~~ 
struck out, changed or added" as they 
"thought necessary.",,, 

And, still farther upon this subject, 
we :find that Christ directed the people 
to search the scriptures for testimony of 
him, as the great historical character of 
all time, declaring that if they only be-
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Jieved Moses they would believe his call- of Moses is missing, for Peter said that 
·ing, because Moses wrote of him. Now, "Moses supposed his brethren would 
·if th~re was not considerable to substan- have understood how that God by bis 
tiate his claim, and make clear the at- band would deliver them."-Acts 7: 25. 
·tendant circumstances of bis coming, The query with many has been, why 
why did be direct this search? Yet, did Moses reason thus, unless there was 
how dim and indefinite is the trifle con- more written concerning him than re
·cerning him left to us in the modern mains to us? But he found that the 
remnants of Moses, and bow slight are people had become so darkened that 
the allusions to him in the prophetical they "understood not" the prophets' 
writings, as a whole. words, just as afterwards their children 

Consequently we affirm the certainty failed to understand the plain words re
that Christ, and Peter, and l'anl, and all lating to Christ. Hence, they did as 
'that generation bad a more full edition Peter said, "Because they knew not the 
of the prophets than we have, or they voices of the prophets, which are read 
could not have given such certain au- every Sabbath day, they have fulfilled 
thority from Moses for "preaching the them in condemning him." -Acts 13: 
cross" and "Jesus Christ and him cru- 27. 
·cified." We will now refer to an authorized 

That much was known, even from the edition of God's word for the reasons why 
beginning of the world about him and Moses thought that the Israelites would 
his coming we see by Jacob's blessing recognize him as the coming man, even 
upon Judah. He spoke of Shiloh's ad- as their deliverer from Egyptian bond
vent as if it was well understood, and age. In the "Inspired Translation," made 
only mentions it to say through whose through Joseph Smith, the prophet, we 
lineage Christ should come, perhaps be- find a solution of the subject in the 
ing authorized to reveal this additional words of the Lord to Joseph in Egypt: 
fact to the world at that time. , <"A seer will I raise up to deliver my 

In Heb. 11: 26 Paul says that Moses people out of the land of Egypt, and he 
esteemed "the reproach of Christ" bet- shall be called Moses; and by this name 
ter than riches, hence to say that he for- he shall know that: he is of thy house, 
sook the great advantages that were his and he shall be nursed by the King's 
nnd became a keeper of sheep in the daughter and shall be called her son." 
land of Midian for forty years on uncer- -Gen. 50: 29. And again: "I will 
tainty, or that he endured "reproach" raise up Moses, and a rod shall be in 
and deprivation without even a knowl- his hand; and he shall gather together 
·edge of the narne of one for whom he my people and shall lead them as a 
did all this, would be too much for a flock."-34th verse. 
Teasonable man to assume. Therefore, Thus, as we should infer from Peter's 
·as Paul says that Moses did it for. words, Moses did have abundant reason 
"Christ," we may well believe that Mo- for expecting a different welcome from 
-ses knew what he was doing, and for his people than that he received; for 
whom, and that Paul understood what from this minute description, together 
he wrote of. with the length of their bondage made 

In 1 Cor. 10: 3, Paul declares that known to Abraham in Gen. 15, he could 
the spiritual meat and drink that sup- well suppose that they might know both 
ported Moses and the church in the wil- his name and his mission. 
·derness was Christ. Then, as much of In proof that other words which have 
the original Hebrew has been lost or been lost are now restored we mention 
left out, as we have seen, we need not ,Jude 14th verse, where he refers to the 
be surprised if Paul was correct, and if prophecy of Enoch for testimony about 
we find Christ's name in a divinely au- the Second Coming of Christ, and in the 
thorized edition of the scriptures. Now, Inspired Translation we read the Lord's 
all are certain that a portion of the life word to Enoch as follows: 
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"And righteousness and truth will I cause 
to sweep the earth that my people may gird 
up their loins and be looking for the time 
of my coming. * * * And the Lord said 
unto Enoch, Then shalt thou and all thy 
city meet them there. * * And Enoch saw 
the day of the coming of the Son of Man to 
dwell on the earth in righteousness for the 
space of a thousand years." 

These matters having been made so 
clear and plain we may justly look for 
evidence to substantiate the statements 
of Jesus, and Peter, and Paul, when 
they said that Moses and the prophets 
wrote of Christ, and of his sufferings and 
crucifixion. On this point we find that 
Eusebius, the historian says: 

"The very name of Christ was honored 
by the pious prophets of old. -i<- * Moses 
gives the name of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
* * The prophets also plainly announced 
Christ by name."-Eccl. Hist. p. 21, 22. 

Therefore, again consulting the In
spired Translation, we read: 

"And, after many days, an angel of the 
Lord appeared unto Adam, saying, Why 
dost thou offer sacrifice unto the Lord? And 
Adam said unto him, I know not, save the 
Lord commanded me. And the angel spake 
saying, This is a similitude of the sacrifice 
of the Only Begotten of the Father; where
fore thou shalt do all that thou doest in the 
name of the Son."-Gen. 4: 6-8. 

"And thus the gospel began to be preach
ed from the beginning; being declared by 
holy angels, sent forth from the presence of 
God, and by his own voice, and by the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. And thus all things 
were confirmed to Adam by an holy ordi
nance."-Gen. 5: 44, 45. 

"And they were preachers of righteous
ness, and called upon all men everywhere to 
l'epent. And faith was taught unto the 
children of men."--::len. 6: 24. 

"This is the only plan of salvation unto 
all men through the bloocl of mine Only Be
gotten, who shall come in the meridian of 
time."-Gen. 6: G5. 

"And Enoch saw the coming of the Son 
of Man in the flesh, and his soul rejoiced, 
saying, The righteous is lifted up; .and the 
Lamb is slain. And the Lord said unto 
Enoch Look: and he looked, and beheld 
the So~ of Man lifted up on the cross."-Gen. 
7: 54, 62. 

"The Lord was with Noah and command
ed him. that he should go forth and declare 
his gospel unto the children of men. And 
Noah continued his preaching unto the peo
ple, saying, Believe and repent of your sins, 
and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, even as our fathers did, and 
ye shall receive the Holy Ghost."-Gen. 8: 
7, 11. 

Well did Christ say "so must the Son 
of man be lifted up," and we can now 
see why the Jews were under such con
demnation for rejecting him; and why 
he so often referred to Moses and the 
prophets as giving correct accounts of 
him; and also why Paul said that he 
taught none other things than those 
which they contained. Consequently 

· in the light of these glorious truths it is 
not strange that among all the decend
ants of Noah, even in every nation, was 
to be found the sign of the cross as the 
"most sacred symbol" of their worship, 
or "as the sign of eternal life." 

Peter says that Noah "was a preacher 
of righteousness,'' and righteousness is 
in every age the special prerogative of 
the gospel; therefore the above texts 
show that Peter and Paul again under
stood what they spoke. Had there been 
no Christ taught anciently there would 
have been no gospel and no righteous
ness. Hence Christ was the great cen
tral figure of all time; the one to whom 
patriarchs and prophets looked for de
liverance; the personification of glory 
and power of whom the Psalmist and 
sweet singers of Israel sang their choic
est notes; the leader in all the battles of 
truth against error and right against 
wrong, in the hope of whose final tri
umph over sin, unto the life and happi
ness of all the creation, of God, the great 
and good of all ages have fallen asleep 
to await the resurrection. Therefore 
Jesus said "Abraham saw my day and 
was glad;" and the woman of Samaria, 
though not a Jew, was constantly think
ing of his exp~eted coming, and of. his 
power, as foretold in the prophets. The 
Jews anxiously looked for him and ask
ed John if he were the one. They also 
understood that Christ would reinstitute 
baptism, because they asked John why 
he administered it if he was not the one. 

As seen by the Inspired Translation 
baptism was taught in the beginning, 
because always an ordinance of the go!l
pel; and all historians admit that bap
tism was a very ancient practice, and its 
origin of unknown antiquity. "\Ve read 
that more than four hundred years be
fore Christ, Euripides, the Pagan phil-
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osopher, speaks of baptismal fonts fix-1 and that the Jewish Sanhedrim who 
ed in heathen temples. Another writer · compiled the Old Testament books, 
says that it was a very old form in. t,he were also inspired. It was also believed, 
East. Paul s~ys that Moses baptized (and taught by the early fathers), that 
the Israelites m the sea. See 1 Cor. the seventv-two Jews· who were sent to 
10: 2. Ptolemy in' Egypt to translate those same 

That its restoration was expected is books into the Greek language (the 
shown by the above question of the Septuagint) were also inspired. Such 
Jews. to John. . Also C~rist's question were the opinions of the past. But at 
to Nicodemus, when talkmg of the new present the latter two suppositions are 
birth, "Art thou a master in Israel and entirely discarded· and the former, held 
know not these things," shows that it to, by a scanty fe~v. \Ve will here no
was no new doctrine. tice some. of the consequences which. must 

Again, concerning previous intelli- follow the acceptance of the Jewish his
gence of Christ's existence, we see that tories as being written by inspiration. 
even the heathens did know of him and 
of his glory and power, for in Dan. 3: I~ f· Kings 15: 3~5 we are t?ld that 
25 Nebuchadnezzar the kin()' recog- Davids h~art was perfect with the 
ni;ed his appearanc~ from th~'t of the Loi;d his G?d"--:--and that be did that 
three Hebrews in the:fiery furnace, and w~~ch was right m th~ eJ'.es ~f the Loi;d 
said: "Lo, I see four men loose, walking - all the daJ(s of his .lif.e, ,,except :n 
in the midst of the fire and they have ~h~ ca~e of Uriah the H1tt1te. If this 
no hurt· and the form of the fourth is is rnspirat10n or the word of God; then 
like the' Son of God." He must have we are bound to· justify all the other 
been taught concerning the existence of acts of Da.vid, and must believe they 
the Son of God in order to have known were pleasmg to God. Let us look at 
and recognized him as the deliverer and some of those acts._ In I. Sam. ~1 : 12 
redeemer of these men. we learn that Davrd told the priest an 

0, how, from the beginning that re- untruth to obtain from him bread and 
port of him went throughout all the arms,-t~at he was .on urgent business 
earth; how it was carried along her f~r the krn9, Vl'.hen m fact, h~ was ru~
coasts, and into the back countries, nmg for his life from the krng.-It rn 
through forest and plain, and among the true, th~t others .have often ~one the 
hillsides, and far up in the mountains ' same tlung when m danger, or m want, 
and beyond; wherever man went and and it is palliated, on. accout of hi:man 
his posterity established there went the weakness. But here it must be believed 
story of an expected ;edeemer and a right, and. p~eas~ng to God. Now, if 
longed for deliverer. Anxious eyes and false~ood JS Justifiable to serve a yur
hearts awaited him who should come pose,' and this pleases God; how is he 
first to conquer death and destroy the the God of truth? I1:1 I. Sam. 22;: 1, 2, 
power of sin· and again in due time to we are told that David had a company 
come and h~ve dominion in righteous· of men, such as "were in debt, in dis
ness, and to give man eternal life in ever- tress, discontente~," &c.; and having no 
lasting peace and joy. H. A. s. means of supportmg this band of men, 

Continued. he demands of the farmer N abal sup

Tbe Past aud the Pi·esent. 
It wiH generally be admitted that our 

ideas respecting the Bible have in the 
first instance been formed by tradition 
from our fathers; and when we reflect 
how uncer~ain that is, it is not~strange 
that egreg10us errors were fallen into. 
It was at one time believed that the 
Jewish historians were all inspired men, 

plies, who refused, as he had a right to 
do, whereupon David swears (ch. 25 : 
22, 33) to utterly destroy all that per
tained to the house of N abal before the 
next morning, and was only turned from 
his purpose by supplies being sent by 
his wife, >\!-DO met David and his band 
coming td carry out the threat. Such a 
transaction found in any book besides 
the Bible, or disconnected with the idea 
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of inspiration, would be called brigand
ism, or black-mailing. 

Again we learn, ch. 27 : 5-12, that 
David, a refugee in the land of Gath, 
asks of Achish, the king, a place of resi
dence for himself and his men, which is 
given. Then he goes out and massacres 
the inhabitants of three of the allies of 
Achish, leaving "neither man nor woman 
alive" and took their cattle, "sheep, ox
en, asses, camels, and apparel;" and 
when asked by the king whither "they 
had made a road [raid] to-day,'' David 
told him an untruth-and in the 11th 
verse we are told why the slaughter was 
so complete. "And David saved neither 
man nor woman alive, to bring tidings 
to Gath, saying, Lest they tell on us." . 
Here is duplicity and pillage, and in
discriminate slaughter, to hide it. It 
was the same reason that neither man, 
woman nor child (old enough) "to tell on 
us" was saved at the massacre of Mount
ain Meadows. And moreover, this lat
ter occured only because the former is 
found recorded in the Bible, and sup
posed to be divinely sanctioned. 

But in this last case of David, it must 
be remembered he was not even in his 
-0wn land nor defending it, but was a 
refugee with a band of lawless roughs, 
who evidently made that raid for plun
der, and killed all whom he plundered 
to prevent their informing the king, 
whose hospitality he had abused. Now 
if Kings 15 : 3, 5, is inspiration, then in 
all these acts, David's heart was perfect 
with the Lord, "and right in his eyes." 

In Deut. 2: 19, we find a command 
not to invade the Ammonites for they, 
Israel, should not have any possessions 
of theirs, for it was given to them, "the 
children of Lot, for a possession." Yet 
in 2 Sam. 11: 29, 31, we learn that Da
vid went against them and defeated them 
in battle, and then "brought out the peo
ple of all the cities of the children of 

· Ammon," and put them to death, men, 
women and children by sawing them in 
pieces, tearing them to pieces under iron 
toothed harrows, cutting themtin pieces 
with axes, and burning them in brick-. 
kilns. Here was an extermination of 
the children of Lot, contrary to the com-

mandment, and an exhibition of the 
most horrible tortures upon a whole na
tion. Are we to believe these acts were 
pleasing in the sight of God? If the 
writer of I. Kings was writing the mind 
of God, we must answer in the affirma
tive. And then we may enquire, what 
is displeasing to him? There is not a 
crime known in the calender of human 
depravity but what is justified upon the 
hypothesis of the inspirational character 
of the Jewish history contained in the 
Bible; and it is made the pretext for 
continuing the same atrocities. 

The history of Jehu's bloody exploits, 
called his "zeal for the Lord," has equal
ly inspired a Constantine, a Dominic, a 
Loyola, the witch exterminators; and in 
latter times, a Hickman and Lee, to bat
tle for the Lord. Almost the counter
part of David's feats are found in the 
history of the "Holy Inquisition," re
ferring to the Albigenses in 1216, as 
follows: "Under the auspices of St 
Madaline, Count Monfort took the city 
of Beziers by assault, and put all the 
inhabitants to the sword. At Laval four 
hundred Albigenses were burned at once. 
'In all the history of the Inquisition,' 
says Paramo, (the Inquisitor General), 
I never met with an act of faith so emi
nent, or a spectacle so solemn. At the 
vilage of Cavera sixty were burnt, and 
in another place one hundred and 
eighty." Upon what principle, we ask, 
is this latter condemned by the moral 
sense of the world, and the former either 
palliated or justified? We answer, only 
upon the supposition that the account 
and actors were in some way inspired. 
And upon such supposition and justifi
cation, where is visible the line of de
marcation between justice and injustice, 
right and wrong ? 

While giving full credit to the Jewish 
historians for honesty, we must allow that 
they were swayed by the superstition of 
their times, which disqualified them 
from pronouncing upon the character or 
quality of the acts they recorded. For 
instance, they regarded the words of the 
idolatrous priest Micah as from God, 
equally as the word of any other priest. 
See Judges ch. 17; 18: 5, 6. And in 
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Judges 11 : 23, 24, J eptha is made to 
recognize Ohemish, the God of the Am
monites as giving them land, just as he 
did Israel's God giving them their inher
itance. 

The same idea is found in Judges 1 : 
19: "And the Lord was with Judah, 
and he drave out the inhabitants of the 
mountain; but could not drive out the 
inhabitants of the valley because they 
had chariots of iron." The iron !}hari
ots were too strong for them, though the 
Lord was with them. In Judges 20th 
chapter, we have an accoount of the fra
tricidal war between the eleven tribes 
and Benjamin, in which the Lord is 
represented to have taken part with the 
strongest side, (as Napoleon used to 
say, the god of war "was on the side of 
the heaviest battalions"), encouraging 
them from day to day, until they had de
stroyed all of Benjamin, men, women and 
children, except six hundred men, who 
escaped and hid in a, cave. But Israel 
was then appeased; but having sworn 
not to give their daughters for wives to 
them, and bewailing the loss of a tribe 
in Israel, decided to send twelve thousand 
soldiers to kill off the men of Jabesh
Gilead, and all the mothers or married 
women, and take the virgins for wives 
for these six hundred Benjamites. Did 
the Lord encourage all this butchery of 
non-combatant women and innocent chil
dren? The historian evidently thought 
so. And yet in winding up his account 
he, with artless innocence, says, "In 
those days * * * every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes. This 
is equivalent to saying that those very 
events were the results of their own 
lawlessness ;-for there was no king. 

II. Kings 5 : 1, shows that the histo
rian thought that the Lord, not only 
engaged in their wars, butcheries, and 
plunderings, but that he took part with 
the Syrians also; and by Naaman, their 
general, "the Lord had given deliver
ance unto Syria." 

The historian mistakes "the fruits of 
the Spirit of God" in I. Sam. 11 : 6. 
It "came upon Saul and his anger was 
kindled greatly." ·St. Paul says, Gal. 
5 : 22, that "the fruit of the Spirit is 
love1 joy1 peace. 

Further, we are exhorted in the New 
Testament, to seek after godliness; or 
goodliness. But if we are to take the 
Jewish histories, as descriptive of God, 
would it not reproduce substantially the 
events of that history? 

It will serve us no purpose, in escaping 
from these conclusions by saying the 
times have changed, so that the same 
rules of moral conduct, do not apply to 
them and to us. God has not changed; 
consequently the same code of morals 
which we suppose is approbated by him 
in the present, we must suppose was ap
probated by him in the past, and all the 
change in respect to these things has 
been in man. And if god-likeness, is 
the highest excellence attainable through 
the gospel, are we not warranted in the 
belief of but one code of rnorals for gods, 
angels and rnen .'i! 

Acts attributed to God by the Jewish 
historian, would, if attributed ti> a man, 
ensure his universal condemnation, and 
infamy. If attributed to angels, they 
would be surnamed fiends ; but if to 
God, then,-then what? Why, every 
principle of justice, every insti~ct. of 
right, must be reversed; and all drstmc
tions of right and wrong obliterated; 
and moral chaos,--,-or Jewish historical 
times, restored. (In theory at least, and 
which soon becomes the actual). 

The Prophet, Mal. 8, asks of those 
who made an offering of the lame, sick 
and blind," to make the same offering 
to their governor; and asks, "Will he 
be pleased with thee ?" The answer is 
plain ; their governor would spurn such 
an offering, and so does God. 

Now we suggest to all, who allege the 
inspirational character of the Jewish 
history contained in the Bible; ask 
"your governor," "president," your 
"judges," or your pastors, if they will 
accept the character given of God in 
that history ? If they would "spurn 
such an offering," they would surely re
coil in horror from such a compliment 
as this. 

We learn from II. Sam. 20 : 5 ; II. 
Kings 18 : 18, ch. 22 : 3, 8; I. Chron. 
24: 6; ch. 2: 55; Ezra 4: 8; Jer.26, 
and elsewhere, that there were public 
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writers called Scribes, who made writing 
a profesRion, and the chief _of these 
Scribes had charge of the archives, and 
decided what should be recorded ; and 
where from these archives several books 
were compiled, such as the two books of 
Kings, the Chronicies, ,Judges a~d ot~
ers, without the authors name given, it 
does not render them, as skeptics have al
leged, strictly, anonymous books, but they 
possess all the authority that attaches to 
public records or archives. But, when 
we are told by the prophet, J er. 8 : 8-
10 that "the pen of the Scribes is vain," 
and that "from the prophet to the priest 
every one dealeth falsely," we are en
titled to scrutinize even the public arch
ives. If these Scribes have made a vain 
use of their "pen," then have they writ
ten what they ought not. If Jewish 
traditions made "void the law of God;" 
surely Jewish history makes odious the 
character of God. 

But 'some will allege that part, at 
least, of the historical books are inspired. 
To this we enquire, Is there any rule by 
which to determine which that "part" 
is? If there is such a rule, it must ex
clude that part which represents CJ:o~ in 
a different character than that exh1b1ted 
by Jes us Christ and revealed by the 
Holy Ghost, as found clearly set for.th i_n 
his last will and testament, wherem is 
revealed the truth,-that maketh free 
all who receive it-and I am satisfied. 

J. W. DRIGGS. 

-~~~·~.,,.,,·--~~~-

" l'li•in·munlliism" Reviie,wed. 
[Continued from page 48.] 

=And now comes one of the character
i~tio perversions of JYir. S. He says: 
"The plates of the Book of Mormon 
were to be seen by three witnesses, and 
'none else;' yet, they were s~own to 
eight others." Now to prove his asser
tion, he quotes D. C. 4:: ?· "This gen
eration sham have my !word through 
you"; and in addition to yourttestimony, 
the testimony of three of my servants, 
whom I shall 'call and ~ordain, unto 
whom I [will] show these things, and 
they shall go forth with my words that 
are given through you; yea, they shall 
know of, a surety that: these things a~e 
true:; for from heaven will I declare it 

unto them; I will give them power that 
they may behold and view these things 
as they are; and to none else will I 
grant this power to receive this [same] 
testimony, among this generation. 

In the first place Mr. S. has not quoted 
correctly, and in the next place he has 
utterly perverted the sense and intention 
of the text. The word will enclosed in 
brackets, he has quoted shall; the word 
same; enclosed in brackets, he has left 
entirely out. In this we see reckless
ness and unreliability, whether for want 
of honest purpose, or through lack of 
mental calibre, we shall not undertake to 
decide. 

The word same is very essential to the 
passage, as it points to the identity and 
quality of the testimony spoken of. No 
one but the three, in connection with 
Joseph, should have "this sam~ testirn~
ny relative to the plates; which testi
mony was, (1) the hearing the voice of 
God out of heaven concerning the 
plates, and their translation by Joseph; 
and (2) that the Lord, (not man), would 
show the plates unto them. "They shall 
know of a surety that these things are 
true, for from heaven will I [God] de
clare it unto them; I [God] will give 
them power that they may behold and 
view these things as they are; and to 
none else will I grant this power to re
ceive this same testimony, among this 
generation." Nothing is here said or in
timated that no others were to see the 
plates but only that no others were to 
see add hear, and know of them in the 
same manner. 

The testimony of the Book of Mor
mon relative to the plates being shown, 
is as follows : 

"And behold, ye [Joseph] may be priv
ileged that ye may show the plates unto 
those who shall assist to bring forth this 
work: and unto three shall they be shown by 
the power of God: where fore they shall know 
of a surety that these things are true."
Ether 2: 1. 

By this we learn that Joseph was 
prvileged to show the plates unto those 
who should assist to bring forth the 
Book of Mormon; and then that "unto 
three shall they be shown by the power 
of God." Again, II. Nephi 11 : 17: 
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"Wherefore, at that day when the 'book 

shall be delivered unto the man of whom I 
have spoken, .the book shall be hid from 
the eyes of the world, that the eyes of none 
shall behold it, save it be that three wit
nesses shall behold it by the power of God, be
side him to whom the book shall be deliv
ered, and they shall testify to the truth of 
the book and the things therein. And there 
is none others which shall view it, save it 
be a few, accordinr; to the will of God, to 
bear testimony of his word unto the child
ren of men." 

Mr. S. next says : "'.l'hese three wit
nesses were not only to see the plates, 
but also other things mentioned in a rev
lation to Joseph for the three. 'Behold, 
I say unto you, that you must rely up
on my word, which if you do, with full 
purpose of heart, you shall have a view 
of the plates, and also of the breast-plate, 
the sword of I~aban, the Urim and 
thummim, which was given to the 
brother of Jared upon the mount, when 
he talked with the Lord face to face 
and the miraculous directors which wer~ 
given to Lehi while in the wilderness, 
on the borders of the Red Sea; and it is 
by your faith that you shall obtain a 
view of them, even by that faith which 
was had by the prophets of old. And 
after that you have .obtained faith, and 
have se~n them with your eyes, you 
shall testify of them." "But" (says Mr. 
S.) "they never testified of them; hence 
the revelation is unreliable." 

How does Mr. S. know that they 
never testified to seeing them? Hun
dreds of people are now living who will 
bear witness that they did testify that 
they saw them. And besides, if they 
had never seen them, it would not prove 
that "the revelatien is unreliable " as 
Mr. S. affirms, unless it could be shown 
that they, on their part, complied with 
the canditions of the promise. 

Mr. S. says, impliedly, that they were 
to testify to seeing them by a written 
statement. This he is not warranted in 
doing. It is neither expressed, nor im
plied, that they were to give o, written 
sta~ement of seeing the breast. plate, 
Unm and Thummim, etc. 

As to seeing the "Urim and Thum
min," 0. Cowdery, in a letter to W. W. 
Phelps, Sept. 7th, 1834, writes : . 

"Near the time of the setting of the su~, ! 

Sabbath evening, April 5, HW!, my natural 
eyes, for the first time beheld this brother. 
[Joseph Smith]. He then resided in Har
mony, Susquehanna, county, Pennsylvania. 
Ou §Monday, the 6th, I assisted him in ar
ranging some business of a temporal nature, 
and on Tuesday the 7th, commenced to write 
the Book of Mormon. 

'•These were days never to be forgotten
to sit under the sound of a voice dictated by 
the inspiration of Heaven, awakened the ut
most gratitude of this bosom! Day after 
day I continued, uninterrupted, to write 
from his mouth, as he translated with the 
Urim and Thummim, or as the Nephites 
would have said, •Interpreters,' the history, 
or record, called 'the Book of Mormon.'"-' 
Messenger and Advocate, Vol. 1, No. 1: also 
Latter Day Saint's Herald, Vol. 2. No. 3. 

David Whitmer, now living at Rich
mond, Mo., one of "the three witnesses,'' 
recently said to a reporter of the Chica
go Times, that he had free access to the 
room where the translation was going on, 
at the time Joseph and Oliver were at 
his father's house, (for they went there 
from Harmony), "and was an eye-wit
ness to the method of procedure. The 
plates were not before Joseph while he 
translated. * * * The method pur
sued was comD1on-place, but neverthe-
1.~~ effective. Having placed the Urim 
11nd Thummim in his hat, Joseph placed 
the hat over his face, and with prophetic 
eyes read the invisible symbols, syllable 
by syllable and word by word, while 
Cowdery or Harris acted as recorders.'? 
"So illiterate was ,Joseph at that time " 
said Mr. \Yhitmer, "that he didn't ev~n 
know that Jerusalem was a walled city, 
and he was utterly unable to pronounce 
many of' the names which the magic 
power of the Urim and Thummim re
vealed, and therefore spelled them out 
in syllables, and the more erudite scribe 
put them together. The stone was the 
same used by the J aredites at [from?] 
Babel. I have frequently placed it to 
my eyes, but could see nothing through 
it. I have seen Joseph, however, place 
it to his eyes and instantly read signs 
160 miles distant, and tell exactly what 
was transpiring there. When I went to 
Harmony after him, he told me the 
name of every hotel at which I had 
stopped on the road, read the signs, and 
described various scenes without having 
ever received any information from me." 
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Of "the stone," or "interpreters,"' Mr. ! dye that would give them a golden com
Whitmer is represented as saying: "But plexion ;" and that "they might have 
a stone had been found with the plates, heard a ventriloquist affirm they were 
shaped like a pair of ordinary spectacles, translated by divine power ;" and, that 
though much larger, and at least half "they they might merely have heard the 
an inch in thickness, and perfectly voice of God through Joseph;" and, fiir
opaque save to the prophetic vision of ther, the probability that "they testify 
Joseph Smith. On the tablets or plates on the strength of Joseph's statement" 
were engraven the records of the lost(?) * * * "that an angel came down from 
tribe of Nephites, and the stone was the heaven and brought the plates; and 
Urim and Thummim, by which the seers lastly, that "they do not affirm that they 
of old. had deciphered the mysteries of saw the angel," is so weak, so preposter
the universe."-Ohicago Times, Oct. 7, ous and puerile, and so false to the writ-
1875. ten record, that we should not consider 

Here are definite testimonies, by O. a reply called for, did not the article in 
·Cowdery and D. Whitmer, that they which it appears fill a large and most con-
· not only saw the plates, but also the spicuous place in the leading organ of 
Urim and Thummim. If they and that society of which Mr. S. is a promi
Martin Harris omitted mentioning in nent minister and a favorite champion. 
writing, that they saw the breast-plate, 

·sword of Laban and directors, that would 
be no evidence at all that they had not 
seen them. They frequently testified, 
orally, to the fact; and 0. Cowdery and 
D. Whitmer, have testified freely and 
pointedly, as we see, in writing, that they 
saw the Urim and Thummim, or "stone 
interpreters.'' 

Mr. S. continues: "Perhaps they saw 
some plates which might have been tin, 
colored in some dye that would give 
them a golden complexion to those not fa
miliar with that metal; they might have 
Heard a ventriloquist affirm they were 
translated by divine power, or they might 
merely have heard the voice of God 
through Joseph; they testify that an an
gel came down from heaven and brought 
the plates, perhaps on the strength of 
Joseph's statement, for they do not affirm 
that they saw the angel; but whether 
they saw the plates thus prepared or 
some other kind, they failed to see the 
rest of the furniture promised." 

The latter clause is a groundless as
sumption in toto; and by what we have 
already seen we know it is false in part; 
and by the testimony of many witnesses 
now living we know the assumption to 
be wholly false, as they testified to seeing 
"the furniture promised," as Mr. S. is 
pleased to call them. 

As for their seeing "plates which 
might have been tin, colored in some 

Mr. Martin Harris was aged near 
forty-five years at the time of the transla
tion, was a well-to-do farmer, and a sen
sible, intelligent man, and an honored 
member of society. Oliver Cowdery 
was a school teacher before he began to 
write the translation of the plates, and 
was a highly intellectual man, a good 
citizen, and possessed a fair education. 
After breaking off his active connection 
with the church he practiced law at 
Elkhorn, Wis., after which he went to 
Missouri, where he died sometime after 
1847. We have been informed by cred
ible witnesses that in 1846 or 1847, he 
attended a conference at Carterville, a 
hamlet near Council Bluffs, Iowa, and 
was there re-baptized, and re-ordained 
to the office of an elder, at which time, 
from the public stand, he bore testimony 
to the truth of the Book of Mormon and 
the prophetic mission of Joseph Smith. 
After this he returned to Missouri, soon 
after which he died. He recognized 
the fact, seemingly, of the priesthood 
being with that people who were follow
ing under the leadership of Brigham and 
a portion of the Twelve, though he did 
not endorse that leadership; and he al
so felt the necessity of doing his "first 
works" over again, before passing into 
the presence of that God whose voice he 
had heard, whose Spirit he had enjoyed, 
and in whose work he had been for ma
ny years actively and prominently en-
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gaged. While in the practice of law at 
Elkhorn, many of the Saints questioned 
him in regard to his former testimonies 
in respect to the Book of Mormon, 
Joseph, and the Church; and he con
stantly affirmed those testimonies to be 
true. Of this we have been told by Brn. 
Wm. Aldrich, John C. Gaylord, James 
M. Adams, and others. As for David 
Whitmer, he still lives, and his reputa
tion for intelligence and probity, as a 
man among men, is most excellent. Of 
him the reporter of the Chicago Times, 
who interviewed him the past summer, 
says: 

"He is now seventy years of age,. but as 
hale and hearty as most men of fifty. In 
person he is above the medium hight, stout
ly built though not corpulent, his shoulders 
inclining to stoop as if from so long sup
porting his massive head rather than from 
the weight of years; his frank, manly, and be
nevolent face closely shaven, and his whole 
exterior betokening him to be one of na
ture's gentlemen. The rudiments of educa
tion he learned in school, and a life-time of 
thought and research have served to expand 
and store his mind with a vast fund of in
formation. The Times reporter found -him 
at his pleasant, two-story, white frame res
idence, near the centre of the town of Rich
mond, Mo., and in company with Hon. J. 
T. Child, editor of the Conservator, was ad
mitted, introduced, and received a cordial 
greeting. When the object of the call was 
made known, Mr. Whitmer smilingly and 
meditatively remarked that it was true he 
had in his possession the original records, 
[manuscripts ?], and was conversant with 
the history of the Church of Christ from the 
beginning, but was under sacred obliga
tions to hold both history and records sa
cred until such time as the interests of 
truth and true religion might demand their 
aid to combl'l,t error. Presently he became 
quite animated, arose to his feet and with 
great earnestness and good nature spoke for. 
half an hour on the harmony between the 
Bible and the original Book of Mormon, 
showing how the fiuding of the plates had 
been predicted, referring to the innumera
ble evidences, in the shape of ruins of great 
cities existing on this continent, of its form
er occupation by a highly civilized race, rev
erently declare his solemn conviction of the 
authenticity of the records in his possession, 
and closed by denouncing the Latter Day 
Saints of Utah as an abomination in the 
sight of the Lord. * * * When the ques
tion of polygamy was broached, and it was 
asked if the original Book of Mormon justi
fied the practice, Mr. Whitmer most em-

phatically replied : . •No ! it is even much 
more antagonistic to both polygomy and 
concubinage than is the Bible. Joseph 
Smith never to my knowledge advocated it, 
though I have heard that he virtually 
sanctioned it at Nauvoo. However, as I 
cut lose from him in 1837, I can't speak in
telligently of what transpired thereafter.' 
David Whitmer believs in the Bible as im
plicitly as any devotee alive; and he be
lieves in the Book of Mormon as much as he 
does the Bible. The one is but a supple
ment to the other, according to his idea, 
and neither would be complete were the 
other lacking. And no man can look at 
David Whitmer's face for a half-hour, while 
he charily and modestly speaks of what he 
has seen, and then boldly and earnestly 
confesses the faith that is in him, and say 
that he is a bigot or an enthusiast. While 
he shrinks from unnecessary public pro
mulgation of creed, and feels that the Brig
hamites and Danites and numerous other ites 
have disgraced it, yet he would not hesitate, 
in emergency to stake his honor and even 
his life upon its reliability. * * * Neither 
does he believe that the Book of Mormon is 
the only record of the lost tribes hidden in 
the earth, but, on the contrary, that the
caves hold other records, that will not come 
forth till all is peace, and the lion shall eat 
straw with the lamb. Three times has he 
been at the hill Cumorah and seen the 
casket that contained the tablets and the 
seer-stone."-Ohicago Times, Aug. 7, 1875. 

The foregoing description of Mr.Whit
mer is probably correct, as also the state
ment of his testimony. 

Now we ask, Is it at all probable? 
Nay, is it possible for these three intelli
gent men to have been deceived in re
gard to the quali~y of the plates, or the 
fact of seeing the angel come "down from 
heaven,'' bringing the plates and laying 
them before their eyes, so that they 
"saw the plates and the engravings 
thereon;" and the further fact that they 
were shown unto them "by the power of 
God, and not of men;" and, that "the 
voice of the Lord commanded" them 
that they should bear record of it; and, 
finally, that the voice of the Lord de
clared to them that the plates had "been 
trnnslated by the gift and power of 
God," all of which is set forth in their 
joint testimony in the prefatory pages 
of the Book of Mormon? Is it possible, 
we again inquire, for these men to have 
been deceived in all or any of these 
things? We think all right minded 
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people will say, No ;-they saw and heard 
what they testify of, or they were :vile 
deceivers. The dye-colored-tin-plate
ventriloquist - second - hand - testimony
"through-J oseph-Smith"-theory is as 
foolish as it is false, and is useful only 
as showing to what absurd extremes 
some men will go in order to shield 
themselves and their theories from the 
(l!rce of true, direct, and unimpeachable 
testimony. 

These men saw, and heard, and knew, 
when in the full vigor of life, when free 
from excitement, and when all the con
ditions forbid deception; and they in 
cool and sober moments testify, and tes
tify the same things all their lives, and 
the dying go down to their graves with 
their words of testimony on their lips, 
while the living, bending under the 
weight of accumulated years, boldly, and 
meekly, and joyfully, affirm the truth of 
their former testimony. They were not 
deceived. · 

Passing over one or two unimportant 
points, and the trifling remarks of Mr. 
S. concerning them, we next notice his 
effort to prove Joseph a false prophet 
because the New Jerusalem has not yet 
been built. He says: "Over forty-two 
years ago Joseph Smith prophesied that 
the New Jeruselem should be built in 
Western Missouri, and that the temple 
should be reared in this generation: 'Ver
ily this is the word of the Lord, that the 
city of :N" ew Jerusalem shall be built by 
the gathering of the Saints, beginning 
at this place, even the place of the tem
ple, which temple shall be reared in this 
generation ; for verily this generation 
shall not all pass away, until an house 
shall be built unto the Lord, and a 
cloud sbaU rest upon it, which cloud 
shall be even the glory of the Lord, 
which shall fill the house.'-D. C. 83: 
2. This revelation was given in Sep
tember, 1832, over forty-two yers ago, 
and yet there is no sign of a temple in 
Western Missouri; and not a trace can 
be found of the New Jerusalem there; 
so the prophecy limiting the building of 
the temple to 'this generation' is a fail
ure." 

Not exactly, Mr. S. The conclusion 

to which you jump with such eagerness 
is not a very sensible one, and does great 
injustice to the text. 

The text says "this generation shall 
not all pass away, until an house shall 
be built," etc. This evidently implies 
that the most, or greater part, of it 
would ;-i. e., that the house would not 
be built until the closing times of this 
genei·ation. The word "generation," as 
here used, plainly signifies the life or 
age of man; and not the average age of 
man, as is argued by M:r. S. The Lord 
said to Abraham concerning the deliver
ance of his posterity from Egypt,-"In 
the fourth generation they shall come 
hither again."-Gen. 15: 16. Now, if 
Mr. S. had lived in the times of Abra
ham, and had reasoned as he now does, 
he doubtless would have said that the 
above revelation to Abraham was false, 
because IE<rael did not "come hither 
again" in just four of his generations of 
thirty years each, or one hundred and 
twetny years. The "fourth generation" 
from the time of promise, measured, as 
we see, four generations of almost one 
hundred and eight years each. 

That the gathering of the Saints to 
the centre stake, (Independence, Mo.), 
and the building of the temple, was to 
take place after many years from the 
giving of the revelation in question, is 
apparent from another revelation, one 
given thirteen months before the former 
one. Jt reads: 

"Ye can not behold with your natural 
eyes, for the present time, the design of 
your God concerning those things which 
shall come hereafter, and the glory which 
shall follow, after much tribulation. For 
after much tribulation cometh the blessing. 
Wherefore the day cometh that ye shall be 
crownsd with much glory."-D. C. 58: 2. 

The Church has bee~ passing through 
"much tribulation" ever since the times 
in which the foregoing was given, but 
especially since November, 1833, when 
most violent persecutions began to come 
upon them. Men were whipped, tarred 
and feathered, imprisoned, brutally beat
en, and many were killed at different pe
riods from 1833 to 1845, whilst women 
and children suffered for food and shel
ter, and also all manner of indignities, 
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-and even death. Then there came the 
great latter-day "departing from the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits 
and doctrines of devils, having their 
. eonscience seared with a hot iron;" and 
this has caused untold and imeasurable 
"tribulation," and the end is not yet. 
It was not until after all this that the 
Saints were to be "crowned with much 
glory," a condition of things that can be 
fully realized only in the final restora
tion and gathering of the Saints, and 
the building up of Zion and the temple 
of the Lord. 

From all this we learn that the speedy 
building up of "the centre stake" and 
"the temple" were not contemplated in 
the revelations of Joseph, yet "this gen
eration shall not alt pass away, until an 
house shall be built unto the Lord." 

We can not close on this point until 
we give the reader a specimen both of 
the p,rofound skill of Mr. S. as an arith
metician, and of his remarkable zeal in 
pointing out the errors of his fellow
men. In his anxiety to make out his 
case he undertakes, in a very elaborate 
manner, to enlighten us with respect to 
"the length of a generation in Mormon 
literature;" and he says "it is easily 
learned." His first term is in the pro po· 
tiition is, "His [Moroni's] word shall hiss 
forth from generatfon to generation; i.e., 
-after the Book of Mormon came forth. 
His next is, "Joseph, my son, if thou 
livest till thou art eighty.five years old, 
thou shalt see the face of the Son of 
man;" and now comes his statement, 
"as Joseph was born in 1805; his eighty
fifth year would be in 1890, when 
·Christ's coming is due according to this 
revelation;" and now his conclusion; 
"So if the generations during which the 
words of God written by Moroni. were to 
"hiss forth" began with the publication 
·of the Book of Mormon in 1830, and 
end at the coming of the Son of man in 
1890, there are only sixty years given 
for two generations, and only thirty 
years for one generation; and taking 
this measurement for a generation, that 
temple should have been built over 
twelve years ago,'' and now the fina1 re
'sult,-"The truth is, the prophecy is a 

failure." There are too many {Is in this 
proposition to make it even interesting, 
to say nothing of its inaccuracies. Ar
chimedes, if he possessed the needed 
fulcrum, could have raised the earth . 

In the first place, it is not strictly 
authentic, with the Reorganized Church, 
that Joseph had a revelation locating 
the coming of the Son of man. We do 
not admit the one quoted in evidence, as 
it came from the Brighamite publica
tions. It may or may not be genuine. 
In the next place, the Book of Mormon 
may "hiss forth" to many generations 
after Christ comes, and no doubt will; 
so we are not, necesarily, compelled to 
locate the "two generations" claimed by 
Mr. S. on this side of his coming. And 
finally; Mr. S. errs egregiously, in in
terpreting the promise, "His word shall 
hiss forth from generation to genera
tion." If his words "hiss forth" to par
ents, and then to their children, it ful
fills the promise. If it goes to parents, 
children, grandchildren, and great grand
children, then they· ''hiss forth from 
generation to generation" just as truly, 
only on a more extended scale. 

"I the Lord thy God am a jealous God,. 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate me."-Ex. 20: 5. 

In this passage the word generation is 
used to convey the same idea, or mean
ing, as that from Moroni. It relates to 
successive generations of posterity, and 
has no direct reference to mere periods 
of time. w. w. B. 

Is the Book of Doctrine and Covenants a. 
Revelation or Revelations from God~ 

Friendly and Beloved Berald:-W e 
wish this subject to be thoroughly in
vestigated by those who contribute to 
your columns. 

As God's law always harmonizes, and 
as he will not contradict himself; we 
wish to compare the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants with the Book of Mor
mon ; for if the former is true, inas
much as the latter is endorsed by said 
book time and again, then the Book of 
Mormon must of necessity be true also. 

In this particular the Book of Mor-
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mon may be true, and it be no evidence 
of the divinity of the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants, as the Book of Mormon 
is silent on that question. 

I shall quote from Huntley's edition 
of Book of Mormon. We will compare 
the two books in relation to the punish
ment of the wicked; its extent and du
ration. We may thus see which of the 
two the New Testament harmonizes with. 
We quote from a revelation given to 
Martin Harris,-a commandment of 
God and not of man,-D. & C., sec. 18. 

"And surely every man must repent or 
suffer, for I, God, am endless; wherefore, I 
revoke not the judgments which I shall pass, 
but woes shall go forth, weeping, wailing, 
and gnashing of teeth; nevertheless, it is 
not written that there shall be no end to 
this torment: but it is written endless tor
ment. Again, it is written eternal damna
tion; wherefore, it is more express than 
other scriptures, that it might work upon 
the hearts of' the children of men, altogeth
er for my name's glory; wherefore, I will 
explain unto you this mystery, for it is meet 
unto you to know even as mine apostles. I 
speak unto you that are chosen in this 
thing, even as one, that you may enter into 
my rest; for, behold the mystery of godli
ness, how great is it? For, behold, I am 
endless, and the punishment which is given 
from my hand is endless punishment, for 
endless is my name; wherefore, eternal 
punishment is God's punishment. Endless 
punishment is God's punishment." 

Now what are we to understand by 
the expression, "Wherefore it is more 
express than other scripture, that it 
might work upon the hearts of the chil
dren of men?" Was it for the purpose 
of making them think that eternal, end
less and forever, was to all eternity, in 
the fullest sense of the word: that it 
might have a benign effect up~n them, 
to make them fear something that did 
not exist? It seems so. J .. et us see 
what the teaching of the Book of Mor
mon is on this subject. Book of Mor
mon, page 21, I read: 

"And that great pit which hath been dig
ged for them, [the house of Israel and the 
Gentiles who would not repent], by that 
great and abominable church, which was 
founded by the devil and his children, that 
he might lead the souls of men down to 
hell; yea, that great pit which hath been 
digged for the destruction of men, shall be 
filled by those who digged it, unto their 
utter destruction, saith the Lamb of God; 

not the destruction of the soul, save it be 
the casting of it into that hell which hath 
no end; for behold, this is according to the 
captivity of the devil, and also according 
to the justice of God, upon all those who
work wickedness and abomination before 
him." 

Now, have we any warrant to show
that the above characters are to be cast 
into a hell; of which it is written it has 
no end? Have we any warrant to jus
tify us in the faith that they shall, at 
some future period, come forth out of 
that hell? 

Now we are not talking of that class 
of sinners who have sinned against the 
Holy Ghost; unless the great and abom
inable church can confer that Holy 
Ghost. 

But to make this point still stronger,_ 
we will turn to page 24, and read: 

"But behold, I say unto you, the kingdom 
of God is not filthy, and there can not any
unclean thing enter into the kingdom of 
God: wherefore, there must needs be a 
place of :filthiness prepared for that- which 
is filthy. And there is a place prepared. 
yea, even that awful hell of which I have
spoken, and the devil is the foundation of it: 
wherefore the final state of the souls of men 
is to dwell in the kingdom of God, or to be 
cast out because of_ the justice of which I 
have spoken." 

Where cast out, let me ask ? Is it to 
be in a kingdom of a lesser glory 1 or 
are they to be cast into a place of filthi
ness prepared for that which is filthy, 
which is that awful hell, of which it is
written there is no end to this hell. It 
is also written that the final state of 
the souls of men is to dwell in the king
dom of God, or to be cast out. And if~ 
cast out, when shall they return? Or, 
if cast into a place of filthiness, and that
filthy place to have no end, how long 
must they needs remain there to become -
clean? 

Beloved Herald, we are not argu
ing the point whether this eternal pun
ishment is, or is not, according to the 
attributes of an all-wise, a merciful, a 
loving, and a kind parent; but do the 
books harmonize on this subject? If 
they do not, can they both be of God? 

Here let us examine the Doctrine and 
Covenants, sec. 76, par. 7. As this. 
paragraph is quite lengthy, we will not. 
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.quote it entire, but merely examine its 
contents. This paragraph relates to the 
lesser, or telestial glory, and that it is 
typified by the stars. 

"And again we saw the glory of the te
lestial, which glory is the lesser, even as the 
·glory of the stars differs from the glory of 
the moon in the firmament." 

I have emphasized or underlined, the 
word glory in this quotation, to show 
that it was meted out to those who re
ceived it as a reward, and not as a pun
ishment. 

Now we wish to examine the magni
tude of this glory : 

"And thus we saw in the heavenly vision, 
the glory of the telestial which surpasses ail 
11nderstanding; and no man knows it except 
him to whom God has revealed it." 

Next, let us learn if we can the char
acters for whom this glory was prepared. 
"Near the close of said paragraph, we 
'read: 

"These are they who are liars, and sor
.cerer.Jl, and adulterers, and whoremongers, 
and whoso loves and makes a lie; these are 
they who suffer the wrath of God on the 
earth; these are they who suffer the ven
·geance of eternal fire; these are they who 
are cast down to hell and suffer the wrath 
of Almighty God until the fulness of times, 
.when Christ shall have subdued all enemies 
under his feet." 

Turn to Rev. 28: 8: 
"But the fearful, and the unbelieving, and 

the abominable, and murderers, and whore
mongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and 
all liars, shall have their part in· the lake 
·which burneth with fire and brimstone 
which is the second death." 

In the preceding chapter, and last 
verse, we are told, that all whose names 
me not found in the book of life, are Lo 
·be cast into the lake of fire. 

Query. How long will one have to 
-remain in this lake of fire, before his 
name -will be recorded in the book of 
life? And by what process, or law of 
adoption, will such recording take place? 
As the subject that we are now investi
gating is the extent or duration of the 
•punishment of the wicked, please turn 
•to Book of Mormon, page 52: 

"And it shall come to pass, that when all 
shall have passed from this first death unto 
'life, inasmuch as they have become immor
tal, they must appear before the judgment 
•seat~of the Holy one of Israel; and then 

cometh the judgment ; and then must they 
be judged according to the holy judgment 
of God. And then assuredly as the Lord 
liveth, for the Lord God hath 8poken it, and 
it is his eternal word, which can not pass 
away, that they who are righteous, shall be 
righteous still, and they who are filthy shall 
be filthy still; wherefore, they who are fil
thy are the devil and his angels; and they 
shall go away into everlasting fire, pre
pared for them; and their torment is as a 
lake of fire and brimstone, whose flames as
cendeth up forever and ever; and have no 
end." 

What has no end? Is it the lake of 
fire and brimstone that has no end, and 
not the torment of the wicked? If so, 
in what respect is their torment as a lake 
of fire and brimstone? 

Again; are liars, sorcerers, adulterers, 
whoremongers, and whosoever loveth 
and maketh a lie, unclean persons? If 
so, then they are the characters for 
whom this torment is prepared. In one 
place we are told that there must needs 
be a place of filthiness prepared for that 
which is filthy, and that that place is 
hell. 

Now to make this subject still plainer, 
and to show that a forced construction 
is not put upon the books; and that 
these positions are not wrested from 
their true meaning, turn to the bottom 
of page 103, Book of Mormon; also top 
of page 104: 

"Therefore, if that man repenteth not, 
and remaineth and dieth an enemy to God, 
the demands of divine justice doth awaken 
his immortal soul to a lively sense of his 
own guilt, which doth cause him to shrink 
from the presence of the Lord, and doth fill 
his breast with guilt, and pain, and anguish, 
which is like an unquenchable fire, whose 
flames ascendeth up forever and ever. And 
now I say unto you, that mercy hath no 
more claim on that man ; therefore, his 
final doom is to endure a never ending tor
ment." 

"Nevertheless it is not written that 
there shall be no end to this torment." 
In the paragraph following the one last 
quoted from the Book of Mormon, there 
is the following sentence: 

"And if they hold out faithful to the end, 
they are received into heaven, that thereby 
they may dwell with God, in a state of never 
ending happiness." 

This last quotation, it will be seen, is 
in reference to the blessedness of the 
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righteous, in contradistinction to the tor
ment of the wicked. But the term, 
never ending is as unlimited in the one 
case as in the other and no more so. 

I will give but one quotation more on 
this subject, from the Book of Mormon. 
Not because that is all, but because that 
it appears that it is sufficient. You will 
iind it on page 220: 

"And now the plan of mercy could not be 
brought about, except an atonement should 
be made : therefore God himself atoneth for 
the sins.of the world, to bring about the 
plan of mercy, to appease the demands of 
justice, that God might be a perfect, just 
God, and a merciful God also. Now repent
ance could not come unto men, except there 
were a punishment, which was as eternal as 
the life ~f the soul should be, affixed opposite 
to the plan of happiness. which was as eter
nal as the life of the soul." 

This principle was plainly shown on 
page 104, Book of Mormon. The term, 
never ending, being used in both cases. 

I will now refer you to some nine or 
ten other quotations in the Book of 
Mormon, on this subject. Pages 40, 
near top; 41, middle; 7 4, near top; 
91, near middle; 123, top; 167, middle; 
166, at top; 208, near bottom; 286, at 
the top. We have quoted from six 
pages of Book of :Mormon; they are, 
pages 21, near top; 24, near bottom; 
52, near top; 103, bottom; 104, top; 
220, top, of the Huntley edition. 

Friendly Eerald, as a lover of har
mony and truth, I subscribe myself 
yours, etc., H. A. R. MoNIZE. 

PastoJt•al Letter. 
To the Sa'ints of the Pacific Slope 

llfission, greeting:-It is with feelings of 
sadness I attempt to commune with you, 
through our much loved Herald; but 
my being absent fron;i. you, does not re
move the responsibility resting upon me, 
as your presiding officer, entirely from 
my shoulders. 

I find myself still planning and think
ing of and for you, and your welfaM. My 
sudden return home, or what may have 
seemed a "sudden" resolve and action, 
was caused by circumstances, which I 
thought justified me in my quick move
ment. I have, since my arrival at home, 
been perfectly satisfied that I acted 

wisely. But in my seeming· hurry to
get home, I did not forget your inter
ests, and appointed our worthy and 
highly esteemed brother and co-laborer, 
Daniel S. Mills, to act in my absence as 
your spiritual adviser and presiding offi-· 
cer. 

There is little need for me to ask you 
to uphold him with your love, faith, and 
prayers; for this I well know you al
ready do. Still, knowing the responsi
bility of the position, I ask you to sus
tain him, and hold up his hands, as did 
the children of Israel hold up the hands 
of the prophet of God, as they contend
ed against their enemies, 'tis weary work 
sometimes. 

Should I ever be called into the west
ern :field again, I hope I may find the 
same loving hearts, the same willing 
hands I left on my leave taking of the 
Saints of the Pacific Slope Mission, I am 
grateful for and ever shall remember the 
kindness shown me. I could not wish 
a better future, in this life, than to live 
with a people so universally kind; who 
are striving to serve God and keep his 
commandments; and I look forward 
with pleasure to the day when Zion will 
be redeemed, and the Saints gathered; 
when there will be a continual commun
ion with holy ones, and our Lord and 
Savior reign in person. 

Receive Br. D. S. Mills in my stead; 
bless him as you have me; in blessing 
him, you will call down heaven's bles
sings on your own heads. 

And now, beloved Saints, although I 
am far distant from you, I always bear· 
you in mind, and pray that God's grace 
be given you. I shall still try to watch 
over you and your interests, as far as in 
me lies. May the inspirations of God's 
Holy Spirit, and his peace abide forever-
with you. Amen. · 

ALEXANDER IL SMITH, 
President Pacific Slope Mission. 

NAuvoo, Ill., January 2nd, 1876. 

A hundred years ago fonr newspapers 
were published in New York, the Royal 
Gazetteer, organ of the British authorities, 
the Mercury, the Constitutional Gazette, and· 
the New York Journal, the orga~ of' t.he _Sons 
of' Liberty, published by John Holt, who at. 
one time was compelled to take groceries. 
and other goods in exchange for his paper .. 
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JOSEPH SMITH, - - - EDITOR. 
M. B. OLIVER, ASSISTANT EDITOR. 

Plano, Ill., February 1, 18'4'6. 

"BEGGING THE QUESTION." 

TnE Utah Ogden Junction, is fairly restive 
at last, under the 12ewspaper fire now di
rected at the question of questions, in Utah 
and out of it, so, far as the Mormons are 
concerned, as a portion of this country's 
people. In the editorial of the issue of the 
Junction for January 8th, 1876, the state
ment is made and stoutly maintained, that 
none of the papers "appear to handle the 
matter on its merits." 

In support of this, it is further stated: 
"The only question on which the 'l\for

mon' people come into conflict with the 
law is the marriage question. And the 
only point really at issue in the Reynolds' 
case, is the validity of the law of '62, which 
was enacted to make a crime out of an es
sential part of a religious institution." 

It is also urged : 
"Our position is that Congress is bar

red by the Constitution from passing any 
such law as the anti-polygamy act of '62, 
because it prohibits the free exercise of an 
'establishment of religion.'" 

Still further: 
"We draw the line between religious li

berty and the infraction of constitutional 
law, at the point of infringement upon 
human rights. Any kind of crime neces
sarily involves a trespass, by the criminal, 
upon the rights of some other person or 
persons. That which is not of this nature 
can not truly be classed with crime. If 
murder, robbery, violence, or any kind of 
violation of individual or public rights 
should seek to shelter itself under the cloak 
of religion, the law would have constitu
tional power to punish it, disregarding the 
plea of religious liberty. But in the case 
at issue no such violation of rights can be 
fairly construed, and the practice of mar
riage, either polygamous or monogamous, 
has no parallel with any offense which can 
in itself be properly denominated a crime." 

If we present a few facts, and the thoughts 
suggested by them, together with an argu
ment based upon the question as presented 
in the foregoing extracts from the editorial 
referred to, we think that the Junction can 

not safely say that we have "begged the 
question." 

The merit of the question, is stated to be 
that the practice of polygamic marriages 
is not a crime, and can not rightfully be 
made a crime, because it is an "establish
ment of religion;" and further, that it can 
not be made criminal because to be a crime 
there must be "trespass against some per
son or persons." 

This places the propositions relied upon 
as the "merits of the question" thus: 

Polygamy is not unconstitutional, be
cause it is religious. 

Polygamy is legal, because no trespass 
is committed in its practice. 

If these propositions be proved untrue, 
or unsound, their value as a defense cer
tainly fails. 

The first of these propositions involves 
an inquiry as to when and,-and we may 
venture an angry storm by adding,-how 
did polygamy become an "establishment of 
religion," "within the meaning of the stat
ute," to use a legal phrase. It is claimed 
that it is "the command of God" to the 
Mormon Church, or Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints; that this command 
was given in 1843, at which time the mem
bers of the Church were citizens of Great 
Britian,France., Switzerland, Germany, and 
the various states of the United States, the 
central seat of religious control and govern
ment being in the State of Illinois; all of 
which states, governments and countries 
were existing with statutory enactments 
recognizing monogamy as the prevailing 
custom and rule regulating the "practice of 
marriage,'' and the domestic relation. In 
keeping with this prevailing governmental 
rule, the State of Illinois had enacted l.aws 
placing wholesome safeguards around the 
recognized institution, and providing legal 
penalties for the infraction of the rights of 
the contracting parties. In this State of 
Illinois, undei· these laws, tke Church of 
Jesus Christ had its growth in the exercise 
of its constitutional privileges until 1843,. 
the year given as the date of the command 
referred to. 

The Church was organized. in 1830; the· 
fundamental principles which created it a 
religious institution of the country were 
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then incorporated in its dogmas ; and these 
were, in 1835, compiled and published to 
the world, as being in direct harmony with 
the commands of God, expressed in the 
Bible and Book of Mormon, which expres
sion was recognized by the Church, and 
affirmed in that compilation in 1835. The 
Church in the State of Illinois, at the cen
tral seat of its religious government, was 
existing under the laws of that State and 
of the general government of the United 
States, by virtue of this published formula 
of belief and practice of religion. In this 
published declaration of belief, and reli
gious practice, is the following: 

"Thou shalt love thy wife with alt thy 
heart, and shall cleave unto her and none 
else." 

"For marriage is ordained of God unto 
man; wherefore it is lawful that he should 
have one wife, and they twain shall be one 
fiesh." 

These formed a part of the religious Con
stitution of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints; which constitution was 
in force in 1843, in the State of Illinois, 
where this other command is said to have 
been given, and was reaffirmed in 1845 be
fore the exodus of the Church from Illi
nois, and published in that year, thus: 

"According to the custom of all civilized 
·nations, marriage is regulated by laws and 
ceremonies.'' 

And as a reason for the latter declaration 
the following is given: 

"Inasmuch as this Church of Christ has 
been reproached with the crime of fornica
tion, and polyga;my, we declare that we be
lieve that one man should have one wife." 

We have now the merits of the question 
·straitly stated. The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints, was created as a reli
gious institution, with a published formu-
1a of belief as an "establishment of reli
gion,'' in 1830, in a monogamic (civilized) 
nation; and existed in 1843, with a central 
city from which radiated the religious 
tenets, rules and practices, contradistin
guishing it from other "establishments Of 
religion" of the country; in a state of the 
United States, having statutory enactments 
declaring the' law and 1·egulation of mar
riage to be monogamic; and with an avow
•ed and oft-repeated religious constitutional 
rule recognizing monogamy as the correct 

"practice of marriage;" and, finally, with 
a published statement distinctly naming 
"polygamy" a crime. Under all this it is 
claimed, that in 1843, a command is given 
instituting "polygamy" as an "establish
ment of religion." And this, too, without 
a moment's warning to the Church itself, 
of any repeal of its organic laws, or funda
mental rules of government and practice, 
without even the benefit of the usual 
formula, "All acts, or parts of acts, hereto
fore enacted conflicting herewith, are here
by repealed." Still further, and to make 
the "merits" of the matter still plainer, this 
same Church, deliberately avow, and pub
lish the avowal, in 1845, two years after the 
alleged institution of polygamy as an "es
tablishment of religion," that it is a crime. 
On this point, therefore, we submit, that 
polygamy was not at its institution, and 
has never been since, legitimately an "es
tablishment of religion,'' "within the mean
ing of the statute," of the constitution; be
cause that it was not at its institution, and 
has never been since, legitimately made a 
religious tenet of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints; and that it is 
a crime as so declared by said Church it
self, and may, therefore, rightfully be sup
pressed by Congress. 

We think it quite consistent with reason 
that if the Church which now claims im
munity from congressional intervention 
for the "practice of a (plural) marriage," 
which was foreign to the custom and laws 
of the states when that Church was origin
ally created and organized, and abhorrent 
to the sentiment and social opinion of the 
members of the Church itself and the peo
ple to whom the claims of the Church were 
being presented by the Elders everywhere; 
both at the time of its creation and for the 
fourteen years of its undoubted prosperity 
and success, upon the ground that it was 
a religious tenet and therefore not 1mcon
stitutional; should show by what processes, 
according to the constitution, (Church Ar
ticles and Covenants), and rules of that 
Church, such practice became an "estab
lishment of religion." This not having 
been shown, the plea for immunity is not 
good. 

The proposition that the practice of poly-
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gamy is not a crime, because not a trespass, 
is a novel one, and will doubtless enlighten 
some legal minds, which have hitherto sup
posed that there could be crimes which 
were not trespasses against persons ; such 
as crimes against public peace, health and 
morality; and a class of crimes made such 
by law, of which are the crimes committed 
by infraction of the laws against consan
guineous marriages. 

But to proceed with the argument on the 
second proposition, "Polygamy is legal, 
because no trespass is committed in its 
practice." 

Upon this we present the thought, that 
if marriage is a privilege, it is a privilege 
to all men; (using the word men in the rela. 
tion to sex, not in a generic sense); ifitbe a 
command, it is a command to all men; and 
hence all men are amenable to the com. 
manclment, or all men may avail them. 
selves of the privilege; therefore, anything 
which is done by any person that prevents 
any other person from obeying the com. 
mandment, if it be one; or debars them 
from the exercise of the privilege, if it be 
one, is constructively a trespass upon the 
right, or privilege of the one so debarred, 
or prevented. And, if in the "practice of 
marriage,'' the right of all to obey the 
command, or to exercise the privilege, is 
denied, prevented, debarred, infringed or 
made nugatory, as to any one of the all, 
then is the trespass complete as to that one, 
and the fact of crime established. What 
are the facts in the case? The institution 
of marriage, in "civilized governments" is 
based, so far as its legal consummation is 
concerned, upon the recognized fact that 
the number of the sexes, is respectively 
equal, there being no striking disparity, 
except in localities where it results from 
causes not in harmony with natural laws, 
.and which are known. The number of 
each sex being equal forced upon the mind 
of civilized man the recognition of the 
general law of nature, or of Goel, "One man 
shall have one wife, and one woman but 
one husband;" and the recognition of this 
law in nature found expression in the civil 
laws governing the "practice of marriage," 
which laws are monogamic. It follows, 
that if there be an equal number of mar. 

riageable men and women in a community, 
and any one man takes more than:one wife, 
he is debarring some other man from the 
exercise of his privilege, or preventing him 
from obeying the command, in either case 
committing, constructively, a trespass 
against him, and a crime against the law 
protecting his right. If, in a community 
of eighty thousand people, the sexes be 
about equal in number, and out of that 
number there be eight thousand out of the 
forty thousand men forming that commun. 
ity who "practice polygamous marriage," 
to the extent of only two wives each, then 
there must be eight thousand men, who 
necessarily have no wives, thus being de. 
barred from the privilege of the "prac
tice" of monogamic marriage, to say noth. 
ing of any more extended exercise of the 
"practice" oJmarriage. In this case, eight 
thousand men of that community are in
fringing the natural constitutional right of 
eight thousand other men, and are con
structively trespassing upon that right, and 
being trespassers, are therefore criminals. 
But suppose one hundred men of this com
munity of eighty thousand "practice mar. 
riage" to the extent of twenty wives each; 
one hundred, to the extent of fifteen wives 
each; one hundred, to the extent of ten 
wives each; two hundred, to the extent of 
five wives each; five hundred, to the ex-· 
tent of three wives each; and two thous. 
and, to the extent of two wives each; then. 
there will be a community in which three 
thousand men are exercising a privilege, 
or obeying a command, thereby preventing 
eight thousand other men from obeying 
the same commandment, or exercising the· 
same privilege; which privilege, or com. 
manclment, is given to all of the men alike. 
This calculation is applicable to the very 
locality, where the Junction claims Con
gress has no right to interfere with the· 
"practice of marriage," because no trespass 
is committed, therefore no crime. 

It is claimed that there is in Utah a pop
ulation of about eighty thousand belonging 
to the Church, the leaders of which claim 
polygamy as a Church tenet; the census 
gives the numbers of the sexes as nearly 
equal, the males in excess; about one.fifth, 
only, is supposed to be practicing poly-
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gamy, and of this fifth, probably not more 
than one hundred of the leading men have 
"practiced marriage,'' polygamously, to the 
extent supposed; but the supposed case is 
.sufficiently near the truth; the one-fifth of 
forty thousand men is eight thousand; we 
have, to make the matter sure, estimated 
three thousand only, as having more wives 
than one; hence the inference is plain that 
these three thousand are trespassers upon 
the rights and privileges of all the men of 
the community who remain unmarried, (in 
our computation eight thousand,) by reason 
of this undue and disproportionate mono
poly of marriageable women, whom they 
would otherwise have to mate with; this 
trespassing minority are therefore crimin .. 
als; and, to quote the language of the 
Junction itself, this "violation of individu
al rights" seeking to "shelter itself under 
the cloak of religion" should be punished, 
"disregarding the plea of religious liberty." 

We close this long discussion by quoting 
from the Junctio'(b of January 12th, as fol
lows: 

"The direct teachings of Christ, no less 
than the text books of the Mormon faith, 
proclaim true Christian marriage to· be a 
•Union of one man with one woman and no 
more. 

"We clip the above from an anti-Mor
mon paper, and would like the writer to 
i!Uote from the New Testament and from 
the text books of the Mormon faith such 
passages as, without a great deal of twist
ing, private interpretation or verbal addi
tion will bear out his audacious statement. 

"We affirm that there is nothing in 
<Jhrist's teachings, nor in the Morm@n 
text books, which, fairly construed, will 
warrant any such inference, but that care.. 
folly considered, both will convey to a 
mind of ordinary intelligence a meaning 
·entirely opposite. 

"Trot out your texts, but give them as 
they are; don't garble; refrain from word. 
wresting and abstain from sophistical 
;pleading; and then, if you can prove your 
points, we will 'acknowledge the corn.'" 

And we further direct the attention of 
the Junction to the following: 

"Hearken to the word of the Lord, for 
there shall not any man among you have 
save it be one wife; and concubines he 
.shall have none."-Book of Mormon, Book 
of Jacob 2: 6. 

"For they have not forgotten the com
mandment of the Lord, which was given 
illnto our fathers, that they should have, 

save it were one wife; and concubines the:v 
should have none."-Ibid, ch. 2: 9. • 

"We declare that we believe, that one 
man should have one wife; and one ·woman 
but one husband."-Doctrine and Coven
ants, sec. 109, (111), par. 4. 

"Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy 
heart, and shall cleave unto her and none 
else."-Ibid, sec. 13, (42), par. 7. 

"And he answered and said, Have ye not 
read, that he which made them at the be.. 
ginning made them male and female, and 
said, For this cause shall a man leave fath
er and mother, and shall cleave to his wife, 
and they twain shall be one flesh."-Bible, 
Math. 19: 4, 5. Mark 10: 6-8. 

We do not hesitate to affirm that these 
texts, taken from the "Mormon" text books, 
must be un"fairly construed," "twisted,'' 
and "privately" interpreted; and will need 
a great amount of "verbal addition" to 
make them convey to any "mind of ordin-,, 
ary intelligence" any other meaning than 
that "true Christian marriage" is the "union 
of one man with one woman, and no more." 

BUSINESS REFORM. 

NOTHING is more apparent to the thinking, 
working portion of the Church, than the 
seemingly incongruous and unsystematic 
manner of transacting the business of the 
Church at our most important meetings for 
the consideration of the affairs of the 
Church, ministerial work, care of the 
branches and other duties. 

It has long been a study with these how 
this might be remedied; the transaction of 
the necessary business systematized, the 
work be done, the Master be honored, the 
law be kept, the whole people benefitted, 
and none, even of the weakest, be hurt, 
either in tradition or feeling. To aid in 
the solution of the difficulty, and to help in 
the accomplishment of the object desired, 
different methods have been, from time to 
time, suggested. None have yet been so 
far adequate to the end designed. We sug
gest the following: 

1. Is it necessary that there should be 
meetings of the officers of the Church for 
the consideration and transaction of busi
ness connected with, but aside from the 
preaching of the word ? 

It is conceded by all that this question 
must be ans we red, Yes ; for these reasons, 
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It is commanded by God, and the work it. 
self demands it. 

2. Is it required that the officers attend 
these meetings for the purpose of perform. 
ing this duty? 

This must be answered, also; Yes; for 
these reasons, It is a command of God, 
and there are none others to do it. 

3. Can they perform this duty, import. 
ant as it is, without previous thought, con
sideration and careful examination; and 
can they have these in the short time usual
ly devoted to the purpose; and in the way 
in which it has usually been attempted? 

Certainly not; for the reasons, that im
portant matters should not be hastily de
cided, and many Elders are so constituted 
that they do not think rapidly nor decide 
quickly, more especially upon questions 
where it is necessary to search the books 
in which we believe the law is given; be
sides, it is unbecoming to the dignity of 
the Church, and the grave demeanor of El
ders ofisrael, to be hasty in matters of judg
ment. 

4. Is reform necessary ? 
.All answer, Yes. 
5. Is reform practicable? 
If' reform is needed in the Church, reform 

is practicable; certainly. Why else do we 
preach a reformatory gospel! 

6. Conclusions; Reform is needed; re. 
form is practicable. 

We therefore deem it to be proper that 
the Districts, Conferences, and Branches 
not connected with districts or conferences, 
should each select one or more of their 
number whose duty it shall be to attend 
the .Annual or Semi-Annual Conference of 
the Church, for the purpose of representing 
the interests of their respective branches, 
conferences or districts, especially, and the 
general interests of the Church at large, on 
behalf of those choosing and sending them. 

These delegates when chosen should be 
fully instructed in regard to any special 
matter of interest which the branch, con. 
ference, or district may desire presented at 
the general conference to which they are 
sent; and none should be sent, in whose 
judgment and goodness the Church where 
they dwell has not unquestioned confi
dence. 

These delegates should so make their ar. 
rangements that they will be able to stay 
in session with their brethren, the general 
authorities of the Church, until all neces
sary business is transacted. .And this at. 
tendance should begin on the first day of 
the session and at its opening services. 

In order to give time for quorum and 
committee meetings, we suggest that the 
official business sessions at the .Annual and 
Semi.Annual Conferences shall begin, at 
One P.M., and continue until Five P.M.; and 
that the forenoon be devoted to quorum 
and committee service, with preaching at 
Ten.thirty A.M., for those who do not meet 
with quorums or committees, at the stand, 
or in the general meeting room. This will 
obviate the rush and hurry, and worry 
which have hitherto attended the delibera
tions of the Conferences. 

We further suggest the propriety, (if it 
be not a necessity), of the general officers 
of the Church, who can, and who intend 
attending the sessions of conference, assem
bling at the place where those sessions are 
to be held some days prior to the conven~ 
ing of the body, for the purpose of taking 
under advisement the general condition of 
the Church; and to make such preparation 
for the business deemed necessary to be 
done, as wisdom and prudent spiritual 
foresight may dictate. .A few days of such 
associate counsel would do much toward 
avoiding unnecessary delay in ascertaining 
what was to be done; and also go far in 
preventing those unseemly and irritating 
litigations which sometimes occur in, the 
consideration of important questions 
brought before the general body for deter
mination. To avoid dubiety as to what 
general Church officers are referred to, we 
name; the President and one or both Coun
selors of the Elder's Quorum; the President, 
and one or both Counselors, of the High 
Priest's Quorum; the President, or Presi
dents of Seventy; the Bishop and one or 
both of his Counselors; the Twelve, as 
many as practicable; and the First Presi
dency. 

We suggest that one or two weeks spent 
in counsel together by these men before 
our Annual meeting, would be of incalcul
able benefit to the work; and we see no 
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good reason why all of these may not make / and this is necessary to avoid inconveni
the sacrifice of time and personal ease, ence and delay in case of adverse appoint. 
which thus assembling would demand. ments, or claims. 

It is also in keeping with the genius of The following objections to this plan are 
the work, that in our convening for busi- presented, with what we deem sufficient 
ness in the general assembly, we sit togeth- answers. Those who may have other ob
er in quorums, with a common understand- jections, which they deem weightier, are 
ing of who will represent each quorum, as requested to present them for consideration. 
a quorum, from among their own number; 1. It is too formal. There is too much 
such understanding and arrangement not "red tape" about it. 
being intended, nor should they be so con- To this we reply; there is no order with
strued, as an exclusion of individual mem- out some formality, and this formality 
bers of any quorum, from a voice and par- must be understood by all, to insure the 
ticipation in all business, as individuals. order sought. Any business worth doing, 
Such method will, in our view, give solid- is worth doing well; and to do business 
ity and stability to our action as a body; well, some rule is requisite by which it 
and will also exhibit the symmetry of the may be done; all rules are formal; but not 
gospel system that we all believe that we unnecessarily so, only when they are sub
rnpresent, as a Church. versive of rather than conducive to the ob-

To effect this sitting together as quo- ject for which they were designed; there
rums, it will only be necessary for each fore, if the plan suggested in its prescribed 
quorum to assemble at its own place of rules are conducive to the end designed, 
meeting, at a given time, and thence go to that plan is not too formal. 
the assembly room together, in any order In a similar way "red tape" is only the 
consistent with good feeling and free from unnecessary complication of rules; there
formal constraint and the appearance of fore, all rules instituted by a people or a 
red tape; though we see clearly enough government which are necessary to the 
that, by and by, the strictest order and de- proper carrying out the principles of that 
corum will be required of the "Elders of government, or for the safety, and well be
Israel" in their public business assemblies. ing of that people, can not and ought not 

To further aid in this matter, it will be to be condemned as "red tape;" we submit 
requisite that some brethren shall be desig- then, that if the rules of the plan suggested 
nated by the local Church authorities, are necessary, there is not "too much red 
whose duty it shall be to have charge of tape" about them. 
the seating of the assembly; and who shall 
not be ashamed nor afraid to act as "door
keepers in the House of the Lord." And 
when these men have been thus designated, 
all comers unto that assembly should hon
or them in their place, and govern them
selves in consistent keeping with the rules 
of the assembly, and their profession as 
Saints. 

The Secretary of the Church should be 
informed by letter, certificate, or other no
tification, from each branch, conference, or 
district, who their appointed delegate is; 
and the appointment should be long enough 
before the assembling of conference to pro
vide the Secretary such notification in 
time to arrange the names on his minute 
roll, and report, for presentation and refer
ence, at the convening of the assembly; 

2. It is not according to law. 

To this we answer:-The law demands 
that certain business be done; the specific 
ways in which this business is to be done 
are not defined by the law, there being only 
here, and there, a clause pointing out the 
way to do certain things which are special
ly commanded; hence, those who attempt 
to proceeg to act in pursuance of the gen-. 
eral command to do "whatever business 
may be necessary,'' are left to discover by 
the development and progress of the work, 
and the wisdom given, from time to time, 
not only what is absolutely needful, but 
what is profitable to be done; and also the 
way in which those things thus discovered: 
to be needful, or profitable, may be per
formed, thus fulfilling another command:. 
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ment by seeking "of their own wisdom \'to 
bring to pass much righteousness." 

It is assumed that whatever God com
mands man to do, he invests him with suffi. 
dent authority to carry out; and if he has 
not pointed out in specific detail all the 
methods by which that which he has com
manded to be done is to be accomplished, 
the command to do is in itself a warrant to 
adopt the essential details, necessary for 
the accomplishment of that which is com
manded. 

Hence, the commands, "Preach the gos
pel;" and "Mine Elders shall see that my 
law is kept;" and "The several Elders * * 
* are to meet in conference * * * and are 
to do whatever Church business is neces
sary to be done at that time," are sufficient 
guarantee to those expected to do this work 
to take such steps, not specifically provided 
for in the law itself, as are necessary to the 
perfect accomplishment of the things com
manded to be done. 

3. It is an innovation; and hence danger
-0us to the liberties of the people. 

To this we reply :-All reforms are inno
yations upon existent things. It was an 
innovation upon the darkness of chaos, 
when God said, "Let there be light." It 
was also an innovation upon the self-right. 
·eousness of the Scribes when Christ said to 
those who came to hear him, "If ye had 
believed Moses, ye would believe me." It 
was an innovation, upon the security and 
peace of the Catholic supremacy, when 
Luther sounded the tocsin of reform, and 
an open Bible, from Rome to Worms. It 
was also an innovation upon long standing 
religious belief and customs wlien Joseph 
Smith declared that an angel had visited 
him and directed the preaching of bap
tism for the remission of sins, and laying on 
of hands for gift of the Holy Ghost. None 
of these innovations have proved subversive 
of the good of man, but have all been con
ducive to our liberty and life in the truth. 
Hence, if the plan proposed is conducive 
to the further good of man, the fact of its 
being an innovation is not sufficient to war
rant its rejection. 

It can not be dangerous to the liberties 
of the people, when the things proposed 
:are all publicly presented; no arbitrary 

power is lodged in the hands of any man 
to compel a compliance with any rules, 
either now existing, or herein proposed; 
but the good sense and wisdom of the peo
ple themselves are consulted and trusted, 
to sanction and give willing submission to 
what is evidently a needed reform. 

SR. SELINA CHATBURN, writing from Dow. 
ville, Iowa, 10th ult., said they were having 
good meetings there, God was remember
ing them in the revival of the work, by the 
power of his Spirit-they were holding 
regular preaching ancl prayer meetings in 
the branch. Some who, a short time be
fore, wo.uld not come out to hear the word 
preached, were deeply interested. So the 
gospel car is moving. 

Br. R. C. Elvin, President of the Fremont 
District, in writing from Nebraska City, 
Nebraska, on the 6th ult., said he expected 
to start west soon on a tour, he had received 
many calls for Elders to come and preach 
for them. He was expecting to organize a 
branch at one point, and at another to "open 
a new place for preaching." He also thinks 
that in many instances, there is not that 
system and order in the branches, in the 
collection and expenditure of money and 
in worship, that there should be; but he has 
not pointed out the errors without applying 
the remedy, viz, to point out and instruct 
them in the law given for their government 
in the cases indicated. 

By letter from Br. Richard Lambert, of 
the Rock Creek Branch, in Hancock Co., 
Illinois, we learn that Alpheus Holloway, 
has been victimizing some of the people in 
the north part of that county, obtaining 
money and goods by forging orders in the 
name of his employer, and presenting them 
at the village stores. Messrs. John Finch, 
Mr. Chults, and Mr. Tardy, merchants of 
Dallas, are among the number of those 
thus suffering, to the amount of fifty dol
lars. We regret the necessity for this no
tice, but think it due to the Saints that they 
be warned against loss by this man. He 
joined the Church at Nauvoo, some years 
ago, but was disfellowshiped in 1873, for 
criminal and unchristian-like conduct. 
We had hoped that he was trying to do 
better and had profited by the things he 
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has suffered. Holloway is tall, well built, I was paid to the word preached; and the 
with large and well formed head, has a Judge told Bro. Bett-s that ~henever we 

fid
. dd d · 1.k 1 t d · wanted the court house agam we could con mg a ress, an 1s i e y o eceive, have it. 

if he tried to do so. Both the branch and the Sunday.school 
Bro. Henry Way of the Minnesota Dis- S;t West Bellville, are in a thriving condi-
. C , " h.l d · · • · th tion tnct on1erence, w i e a m1niscenng e 0 · S t d th Sth · t B Ab . . . . n a ur ay, e ins ., ro. ram 

nte of baptism some time ago was encir- Reese and myself went to Caseyville, Ill., 
cled with a bright light just at the time he where we found an active and spiritual 
raised his hand to pronounce the ceremo- branch. We preached in the ;new brick 
ny. viz "Having been commissioned of sch?ol-house, to large and attentive c~ngre. 

' ' . . . gat10ns, on Saturday and Sunday mghts. 
Jes us Christ,'' &c. This light extended Prospects are good for a large increase to 
some distance above his head; during its their branch at an early day. 
continuance he had a "Vision of Authori- On Monday we went to Alma Mines, and 
ty," which enables him, fully, to under. 
stand the necessity and importance of hav
ing authority from Jesus Christ, to admin
ister in the ordinances of his gospel. We 
published a similar occurence in our last 
issue that was witnessed at London, Ont. 

Br. W. T. Bozarth, writing from Far West, 
Missouri, January 19th, made very favor. 
able mention of the recent conference held 
in the Northwest Missouri District, an ac
count of \yhich was given in our last issue, 
Br. B. with others is rejoiced at the out. 
pouring of a spirit of love and union in 
that district. J\fay the good work begun 
there, continue to increase. 

How is this? The census of 1870 gives 
18,000, as the number of females in Utah 
all told; but the petition lately presented 
to Congress to have polygamy legalized in 
that state, shows a list of signers of 23,360, 
supposed to be grown women. Rather a 
remarkable increase in population! 

Sr. N. M. Patten and family, of Nora 
Springs, Floyd County, Indiana, wishes an 
Elder to come that way and preach for 
them. 

We made a mistake in advertizing our 
Book of Mormon; we should have said 
that we had none at $1.25, only the $1.50 
kind on hand. Send only for these at $1.50. 

preached to a very crowded and attentive 
congregation. We go to-night to Gravois, 
to hold a series of evening meetings. 

In gospel bonds, vV. W. BLAIR. 

HUTCHINSON, Jefferson Co., Col., 
Jan. 9th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-I returned home on the 
30th of December. I found the friends at 
Castle Rock enjoying a good portion of 
gospel light; indeed, those who had been 
reading the Het·ald were well posted, and · 
I believe some see the n~cessity, and will 
soon accept the great a'IJ.d last message 
from God to man. I received a harty wel
come. It was court week, and Br. Watson 
was there on business; we were both more 
than glad to meet. I had not seen him 
since last April when I baptized him. I 
found him full of faith and good works. 
I held meeting at Castle Rock, then went 
to the Divide, El Paso Co., with Br. Watson, 
found Sr. Watson fully alive in the ever
lasting covenant; held meeting at their 
house. Their children manifested a good 
desire towards the church, gave them such 
instrnction as seemed good to me. I left 
them strengthened and encouraged. I 
came to vVeisport and preached to a large 
and attentive congregation with the very 
best of liberty; was well cared for by 
strangers, with an earnest request to caU 
again. I then returned to Castle Rock, 
where I was provided with a horse to go 
to Antelope in answer to a request made 
nearly one year ago; the evening I got 
there the Methodists had meeting, we went, 
I was acquainted with the presiding elder 
and others. There again I saw how unfair; 
yes, I can say, dishonest; some professors 
of christianity are, who seem willing to re. 
sort to any thing that is mean and unchris-

810 North 7th St., BT. Lours, Mo., tianlike in opposition to truth. It seems 
Jan. 11th, 1876. to be the Ol1ly weapon they have to fight 

Bro. Joseph Smith:-I was at Bellville, the truth with. After meeting I made my 
Ill., four nights last week, and had excel. business known, and stated that I could 
lent meetings with large attendance. Bro. stay but one day; I was going to make an 
Jos. K Betts obtained, through the kindness I appo, intment at a private house; they told 
of Judge Snyder, of the circuit court, the me they had prayer meeting next evening, 
use of the court house for our two last ser. and if I would accept the invitation and 
vices. Very close and favorable attention come and preach for them in the church, 
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they would not have the prayer meeting. of rejoicing and peace in the Holy Ghost. 
I accepted the invitation. That night I I expect to preach near home for a month, 
had a dream, but I could not understand then I intend to make a trip to Del Norte 
i.t, until a young German came and brought and Wet Mountain Valley, near New Mex
me a letter, when I learned that the invita- ico; Bro. John Ellis is going with me; he 
tion was only a deceitful act to keep me I is a good representative of the church, 
from making an appointment. I was in- very firm and spiritual minded, with very 
formed that after I left they had counseled good ability. We have two other young 
together and that I was a Mormon and members here that promise well. We are 
could not preach in their church I re- getting along slow seemingly, yet the fu_ 
turned to Castle Rock to fill my appoint- ture looks bright; we have many warm 
ments there, preached to very interesting, friends and but little opposition. Hoping 
but small congregations on Friday and Sat- this may find you and yours all well, as it 
urday evenings and Sunday forenoon; then leaves us. Remember me to all inquiring 
I met with Bro. and Sr. Montgomery from Saints. I baptized two more last Sunday. 
Wisconsin. As I preached there a week I remain your fellow laborer in holding 
before, one of the members of the M. E. up the ensign to the nations of the earth. 
Church told me that when I came back F. C. W ARNKY. 
that they would make their minister face 
the music; that if he could not oppose 
and annihilate the doctrine that I preached 
they wanted to know it; but he did not 
face the music. Much kindness was man
ifested towards me and the good cause I 
represented, time will tell what the result 
will be. From there I went to Clear Creek 
with Bro. Montgomery, to see the immortal 
folks, the new religion I mentioned some 
time ago; but they are not yet willing to ac
knowledge their delusion and false proph
€cies. They received a revelation from their 
Goel that I was a chosen vessel in his hand 
to bring about his glorious work, and that 
I would come and be baptized of them, 
and lead them to Jerusalem, &c. I preach
ed to them in the evening; text Rev. 14: 6, 
'7, and 1 Tim. 4: 1-4; then went to Denver, 
where I had appointments; Bro. Montgom
ery preached in the forenoon and I in the 
evening, in the Zion's Baptist (colored) 
Church, to mixed congregations. In the 
afternoon we had a good branch meeting 
at Sr. Ward's house. On Tuesday evening 
we had a good prayer meeting at the house 
of Wm. Galland, he is not a member of the 
church, bnt his wife, two daughters and 
one son are members. He has opposed 
me all the time, on the Reorganization, u11-
til now. I stayed all night at his house, 
and. in the morning he told me that he 
could not help but admit that you was the 
Presiding Elder of the Church of Jes us 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, and that the 
doctrine that I preached was the doctrine 
of Goel, as taught by your father, and he 
believed it. 

On Thursday I reached home, found all 
well. On Saturday and Sunday we held 
our conference, an excellent spirit prevail
ed throughout the meeting; good liberty 
in preaching. On Monday evening. we 
held prayer meeting, when God confirmed 
all we had done, such a refreshing shower 
from the presence of the Lord we have not 
witnessed since we have been organized 
here; may God help us to live right that 
we may be entitled to many such seasons 

SYRACUSE, Meigs Co., Ohio, 
Jan. 13th, 1875 

Bro. Joseph:-I am still trying to spread 
the "soul reviving news." I have been 
preaching of late about eleven miles from 
this place. I have preached in four differ
ent houses; good attendance; and I have 
good liberty and freedom. Baptized one, 
(James Darkins), a member of the M. E. 
Church; others will come soon, I think. 
I preach there again on Sunday next, the 
Methodist and United Brethren are fight
ing against me; so much so, that they want 
to mob me, but I fear them not. vVoulcl it 
not be well for such people to read the fif
ty-second verse of the twenty-eighth chap
ter of Matthew, "those that take the sword" 
says Jesus "sh,'tll perish." Many say to 
me that they believe the gospol we preach 
is true. I preached at eight different pla
ces since August 3rd; had five houses shut 
against me. 

Goel bless his cause is the prayer of your 
fellow servant, J. C. Foss. 

F AIRHA VEX, Mass., 
January, 11, 18'iG. 

Bro. Joseph :-Having .returned from the 
quarterly conference, held at Dennisport, 
Mass., on the 8th and 9th inst., I will say 
the confe.rence exceed in interest any one 
ever held there before. 'The Saints' meeting
house would not hold, we think, more 
than half the people who came. The busi
ness of the conference was disposed of 
with much union of feeling, and with as 
much dispatch as possible. The people 
being so anxious to find seats, the house was 
filled at an early hour, much before the ap
pointed times of the several meetings, and 
as the people thronged the house, the 
prayer and testimony meeting was deferred 
until Monday forenoon; and preaching at 
every meeting was the order of the clay. So 
intense was the feeling of the people :'to 
hear, that it was thought advisable to have 
preaching at every meeting throughout the 
conference. Could we haYe continned the 
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conference until Monday evening instead 
of adjourning at 12 M., we might have oc
cupied the time satisfactorily, but previous 
engagements prevented a longer session. 

As we said in a former letter that if the 
angel of the Lord went before us we would 
keep you posted with the events as they 
transpired; now we will say, we have seen 
no angel leading us from place to place, 
but we have felt an heavenly influence 
wherever we have been. Three Branches 
have been organized during the last quar
ter; one, at Brooklyn, Ct.; one at Fairhaven, 
Ct., two miles from New Haven, Ct.; and 
one, at Plainville, Mass.; and all move
ments that have been instituted to remove 
difficulties in the Branches have been 
crowned with success; insomuch that 
some of the strayed and wandering sheep 
are shewing signs of returning to the flock 
and fold again. 

We feel truly warranted in saying, the 
day brightens up in these regions. Pray 
for us, Br. Joseph, and be assured that 
many praying souls are engaged, as were 
Aaron and Hur, when Moses' hands, 
through weariness, needed support. All is 
well with us. The gifts of prophecy, 
tongues and interpretation were enjoyed, 
as well as the gift of healipg during the 
exercises of the conference. Br. Joseph, 
the field is large: but faithful laborers are' 
few. From your brother in the one faith 

JESSE W. NICHOLS. 

NORTH FREEDOM, Sauk Co., Wis., 
Dec. 31st, 1875. 

Bro. Joseph:-Brother Oehring and my
self were preaching to the Germans in 
Richland County about three weeks ago, 
and have an appointment for to-morrow at 
Loganville in this county to preach to Ger
mans there, and the next day farther on at 
the place where I preached before in Rich
land County, if the weather is so that we 
possibly can. We are struggling hard 
against the tide here in this Western Wis
consin District; but it is the Master's work, 
and not man's and so we struggle on, in 
hope that it will be better by and by. Brn. 
Wait and Savage from the northeastern 
part of this State, gave us a call at our last 
conference, and preached twice, and left 
the people thinking at least, that the so 
called Mormons are not all fools nor desti
tute of Bible truth, if nothing more. Pray 
for us that we may be able to overcome. 

I remain yours in the new covenant, 
JOHN BIERLINE. 

Pacific Sfope Mission. 
The semi-annual conference of the above 

mission convened at. Washington Corners, 
Alameda county, \Jal., October 6th, 1875. 

Prayer and testimony meeting in the fore
noon. At two p.m. Br. Alex. H. Smith, of 
the Twelve, was chosen president, Richard 
Ferris clerk, Joseph F. Burton assistant. 

The president addressed the meeting, 
making appropriate and timely remarks, re
ferring to past associations, and to his lab
ors, which had not been as great as he ex
pected they would have been. Had not had 
the association of Elders as much as he 
wished. After April conference he went to 
Visalia; found spiritual death in and around 
Visalia; baptized one there. Returned to 
Washington Corners; thence to Oakland, se
cured a hall, gave out meetings for the week, 
but failed to fill the appointments on account 
of sickness; Br. J. M. Parks however filled 
the appointment acceptably. Went south in 
company with Brn. Burtou, Mills and oth
ers, as far as Lompoc and Los Angelos, part
ed company there and went on to San Ber
nardino, visited a good deal while there,
found a pretty good spirit. -Br. Allen kind
ly furnished a team to go to Gospel Swamp; 
found a brother at Santa Anna, alive and 
preaching. In connection with Bro. Mills, 
organized a branch at La Graciosa; then 
proceeded to Watsonville, held meetings 
there; thence to Oakland, found no chance 
for meetings there. Went to Santa Rosa, 
but was unsuccessful there. Was baftled 
during the last six months, but was willing 
to labor anywhere that God would call. 
From general reports that he had received 
he believed that good has been done. 

D. S. Mills said he had been blessed in 
his labors, held seven meetings, organized 
a branch of seventeen members at Gospel 
Swamp and baptized three. In company 
with Alex. H. Smith went to Stockton and 
dedicated the Saints' Meeting House; bap
tized two while there; administered to ma
ny sick, and knew that the power of God 
was manifested. 

Cornelius Bagnall of Sacramento Sub-Dis
trict had felt unable to attend to the duties 
of the district, on account of ill health; did 
not feel like holding an office he could not 
fill; held meetings regularly at Sacramen
to ; had visited Brighton Branch several 
times. 

Joseph F. Burton of Santa Barbara Sub
District had baptized and confirmed ten, 
principally the result of the labors of him
self and Br. R.R. Dana; organized a branch 
of nine members, Br. Jeffries as president; 
held meetings at S11.nta Maria, much inter
est felt there, and good done by fireside 
pre&ching. 

Orren Smith of San Joaquin and Visalia 
Sub-District, after April conference went to 
Visalia and found, as Br. A. H. Smith has 
stated, the Court House closed to preachers; 
preached in private houses about a week; 
found much sickness, as the weather was 
intensely hot; administered to· some with 
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good results ; was counselled by the Spirit 
to go from house to house; held three meet
ings in Stockton; the district is in good 
eondition. 

J. C. Clapp, president of Oregon District, 
reported by letter. Had preached in Douglas, 
Coos, Linn and Marion counties, with toler
able success; Calls for preaching numerous 
.on every hand, and none to respond but 
himself; has baptized eleven, ordained one 
Elder, blessed sixteen children, distributed 
hundreds of traots: the district is in good 
-condition, but needs more laborers. 

William McLean of Butte Sub-District 
reported by letter; on account of sickness 
he could not attend conference; intends 
shortly to go out in company with brother 
Munns, who has been ordained a Priest. 

Bradbury Robinson of Humboldt Sub
Distriot reported by letter; had preached 
several discourses, baptized one, who was 
rejoicing in the work; had held a oonfer
~nce at the Dungan School House, Eel Riv
er, September 11th and 12th, to which High 
Priest Thomas Dungan reported not being 
able to do much on account of age and fee
bleness; his faith was strong as ever and 
his heart in the work. 

Walter Bohall had endeavored to spread 
the gospel by his daily walk and conversa
tion; hopes soon to be so situated that he 
can spend a portion of his time in the min
istry. 

Priest A. Lane reported he had spoke in 
public twice. 

Priest Samuel Weldon reported having 
done something in the way of distributing 
tracts, Heralds, etc.; hopes to do more. 

The spiritual authorities of the Church 
were duly sustained. B. Robinson presi
dent Humboldt District, S. Weldon clerk. 

Elder Wm. Anderson reported by letter; 
had preached in San Francisco and Oakland 
several times, was willing to preach in the 
city as opportunity offered. 

Elder J. R. Price of Yolo Sub-District re
ported by letter; had distributed a good 
many tracts and pamphlets, and did consid
~rable wayside preaching, delivered a few ' 
:public discourses in his immediate vicinity ; 
had not had an opportunity to make an ef
fort outside of Davisville. The Davisville 
Branch is the only one in the sub-district, 
was organized by Elders Hervey Green and 
.J. M. Parks, on the 16th day of July last, 
with eight members, including one Elder, 
eeven of the members were baptized by El
der II. Green on the 15th of July, and four 
subsequently by Elder E. H. Webb of Sac
ramento, making the present total 12; he 
asks to be released from the presidency of 
the Yolo Sub-District. 

A letter was read from Br. Glaud Rodger 
of the Australian Mission ; he said it was 
harder to preach the gospel there than in 
America, as the people were not so hospita-

ble as in America; counts no sacrifice too 
great for the success of the cause of Christ; 
would like Br. Mills or some other good El
der to help him. The letter was long and 
expressed great desire for the salvation of 
souls. 

Elders Cornelius Bagnall, Albert Hawes, 
and D. S. Mills were appointed as a com
mittee, or Court of Elders, for the adjust
ment of such matters as might be laid before 
them. 

Preaching in the evening by Alexander 
II. Smith and II. P. Brown. 

Oct. 7.-Elders Reports.-J. M. Parks, 
president of Placer, Shasta and Del Norte 
Sub-District, had endeavored to labor to the 
best of his ability; had traveled in company 
with II. Green, and preached in various 
places ; the weather was so warm that he 
could not do much ; he expect.ed to go east 
on matters of business; asked to be releas
ed from his mission. 

R. R. Dana, Santa Cruz Sub-District, had 
labored in the district a good share of the 
time; met on the Sabbath in various branch
es and endeavored to do his duty; found 
serious trouble in San Benito Branch, also 
in Long Valley Branch, three members sus
pended in Jefferson Branch; several had 
been out off in the San Benito and Long 
Valley branches-wish it could have been 
avoided; some good people in the district 
are anxious to hear, but stand back on ac
count of the conduct of certain members of 
the church. Watsonville Branch is doing 
the best they can. Was assisted in his la
bors by brethren Davison and Burton; is 
going to the southern portion of California; 
asks to be released from his present district. 

Peter C. Briggs, Petaluma Sub-District, 
had labored all he could for the cause the 
past summer, and will still continue to 
sound the gospel trump as the way opens; 
quite an interest is felt in some parts of the 
district to hear the word preached ; Saints 
in the district unflagging in the interests of 
the cause of Christ. 

William Potter, Plumas Sub-District, had 
held several meetings in Santa Rosa. 

Elder N ethercott labored as opportunity 
offered; exhorted the Saints to live for the 
blessings of God. 

Joel Edmonds reported no labors. Ex
horted. Asked prayers of the Saints. 

John Carmichael had preached in Jeffer
son and San Benito Branches. D. G. Philips 
had preached none outside of Watsonville. 

Daniel Brown had preached at Watson
ville, tried to show forth the doctrine of 
Christ. Had been blessed in administering 
to the sick. 

J. H. Lawn, in time past, had a good deal 
to contend with in the San Benito Branch; 
was much strengthened by the visit of the 
brethren, Davison, Burton and Carmichael, 
to that part. 
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2 P.M., Elders' reports continued.-Cor- there for four months; held one at a j!Chool 
nelius Bagnall. The sisters in Sacramento house four miles away, also held meeting& 
formed a sewing society for the help of the at hospital, with fl:OOd attendance, Brn. 
work, and gave me $20 for the Bishop's Harlow, Parr and Ferris were in attend-
Agent. ance. 

Albert Haws reported. Had been sent to Brn. Anderson and Ferris made short re-
Lake county, to preach; but had to return ports; were willing to do all they could. 
home on account of sickness; was raised Elder D. S. Mills testified to the healing 
up by the power of God. While in Lake power in the Church, by the laying on of 
county, he baptized three; had preached the hands of the Elders. Knows that if we 
in Ione Valley lately, very few to hear. live our religion, the Lord is ready to heal 
His whole aim and desire is in the work. us as we ask him. 

G. N. Davison visited San Benito, Long Albert Haws testified that the Lord had 
Valley and other places, spoke several times raised up certain members of his family af
with good success, baptized 1. Gave him- fiicted with scarlet fever. 
self into the hands of the Conference-said 7 P.M.-Preaching by Br. H.P. Brown. 
he would work heartily for the success of Oct. 8, 10 A.~r.-H. P. Brown called to 
the cause. assist the President .in the duties of the 

Joseph F. Burton labored in Jefferson chair. 
Branch. Thomas R. Davis, of Nortonville, reported 

John Carmichael desires to throw off no his branch as consisting of 14 members, l 
responsibility in the future, but will make child blessed. 
personal sacrifice for the work of God. Elder Busser, from Nevada, reported. 

G. W. Harlow held several meetings since Br. R. Dungan reported. 
last Conference, two at Ione with Br. Mar- Elder E. H. Webb reported by letter; had 
cus Lowell, and at other places with Br. baptized four since last conference. 
Parr. Branch Reports.-Alameda Creek, 75 

George W. Oman had done but little, as members, 2 added by baptism, 2 by letter, 
he had past the years of usefulness; knows 1 received by vote, 2 removed by letter, 3 
the work to be of God. married since last report. S. B. Robinson, 

Samuel Robinson had done all he could president aud clerk. 
in the branch, (Alameda Creek), in the Sab- Santa Rosa, 68 members, 3 received by 
bath School and elsewhere. baptism, 1 upon certificate of baptism, 3 by 

John Holmes, Long Valley Branch, had letter. J. 1\1. Parks, president; Jacob Ad
made sacrifice for the work, and had tried amson, clerk. 
to live his religion. Has a Sabbath School. Jefferson, 21 members, 1 received by 
Had administered to the sick, and wishes certificate of baptism, 4 removed by letter, 
to give the honor and glory to God. 3 expelled, 1 ordination. J. Carmichael, 

J. M. Parks was with Br. Alexander H. president; H. Holt, clerk. 
Smith at Oakland, preached five times to a Stockton, 44 members, 3 added by bap
good attendance. Returned home with Br. tism, 2 by certificate of baptism, 1 received 
Green. Went to Lake county, held two by letter, 1 married. Henry P. Robbins, 
meetings ; went to a place called Paradise, president and clerk. 
found some who believed; came back to Pine Mountain, 9 members, 2 added by 
:ltliddieton, where one was baptized; went baptism. H. G. Cahoon, president and 
to Pine Mountain Branch, two more were clerk. 
baptized; returned to Santa Rosa, baptized Sacramento, 47 members, 1 added by 
one. Ju.ne 12th, went to Davisville, Br. J. baptism, 2 by letter, 5 removed by letter, 1 
B. Price was the only member of the died, 16 scholars and 3 teachers in Sabbath 
Church there, held meetings, and seven School. C. Bagnall, president; R. Ferris, 
more were baptized; organized a branch of clerk. 
eight members; went to Butte county, or- Long Valley, 40 members, 1 expelled 
ganized a branch of twenty members; since last report. John Holmes, president 
thence to Sacramento, preached at Bright- and clerk. 
ou, also at Br. Moore's, four miles from Santa Maria, 9 members. James R. Jef-
there. Preached at Stockton, baptized and fries, president; N. W. Best, clerk. 
confirmed one at Ione Valley. Went to Healdsburg, 20 members, 1 died, 1 ordi
Nortonville, and preached to a good num- nation. P. C. Briggs, president and clerk. 
ber; returned homewards, preaching by Watsonville, 54 members, same as last 
the way. report. Daniel Brown, president; D. J·. 

IL P. Brown reported. Phillips, clerk. 
Priests' Reports.-James Henderson had San Francisco, 60 members, 5 received 

done some tiilking ·and distributed some by letter, 6 removed by letter, 2 died. Wm. 
tracts. Hart, president and clerk. 

James Parr has labored in the Brighton Brighton, 13 members. G. W. Harlow, 
Bmnch, had held meetings every Sabbath I president; James H. Parr, clerk. 
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Davisville, 12 members, J. B. Price, pres
ident; I. C. Steel, clerk. 

Resolved that we endorse the resolutions 
of the Jefferson Branch, and refer the ordi
nations to the president of the branch. 

Br. John Nightingale recommended to 
the Conference for an ordination to the of
fice of priest by the Stockton Branch. A 
resolution obtained authorizing this Confer· 
ence to attend to the ordination. 

Bishop's Agents report read and accept
ed, as. follows: 

West Oakland, Cal., Sept. 1875. Bal
ance on hand, March lat, 1875, $39.68. Re· 
ceived $68.50. Total $108.18. Paid out 
$80. Balance on hand $28. Signed, .John 
Roberts, Bishop's Agent for California Dis
trict. 

Bill of Herald Office against Br. H. Green 
for $2.35, was ordered paid by the Bishop's 
Agent. 

Evening.-Preaching by Elder C. Bag
nall. 

Oct. 9th, 10 A.M.-J. B. Price's request 
for release from Yolo sub-district, consider
ed, and request granted. 

Resolved that R. R. Dana be released 
from the Santa Cruz sub-district, according 
to his :request. 

Resolved that we release C. Bagnall from 
presiding over the Sacramento sub-district. 

Resolved that we release Joseph F. Bur
ton from presiding over the Santa Barbara 
sub-district. 

Resolved that George N. Davison be ap
pointed president of the Santa Barbara sub
district. 

Resolved that we sustain Elder Orren 
Smith as president of San Joaquin and Vis
alia sub-districts. 

Resolved that we release Br. J.'M. Parks 
from the presidency of the Placer, Shasta 
and Del Norte sub-district. 

Resolved that H. P. Brown preside over 
the Sacramento sub-district. 

Resolved that Daniel Brown preside over 
the Santa Cruz sub-district. 

Resolved that we sustain John Roberts as 
Bishop's Agent. 

Resolved that P. C. Briggs be sustained 
as president of the Petaluma sub-district. 

Resolved that Silas M. Hubbard be re
leased from presiding over the San Fran
cisco sub-district. 

Resolved that we release H. H. Morgan 
from presiding over the Alameda sub-dis
trict. 

1 P.M.-Resolved that Wm. Anderson be 
appointed president of the San Francisco 
sub-district. 

Resolved that we sustain Elder Bradbury 
Robinson president of the Humboldt sub
district. 

Report of commit.tee as Court of Elders. 
D. S. Mills, A. Hawe, C. Bagnall, com
mittee. 

On the reccommendation of the above 
committee a motion to restore John R. Cook 
his ·license obtained. In the case of appeal 
of Eunice Hallowell, Margaret Hallowell, 
and Sarah Baker: the committee recom
mend the refering the cases back to the 
branch for reconsideration. In the case of 
appeal of John Fales Sen., John Fales Jr. 
and wife; the committee consider the action 
of the court below legal, and would refer 
their cases back to the branch for further 
action. Motions accordingly, obtained. In 
the case of appeal of S. L. Twitchell and 
family, the committee recommended that 
they be delivered up to the law of the land. 
Case referred back to committee. 

Resolved that a committee of three be ap
pointed to enquire into the present spiritu
al standing of S. M. Hubbard and report 
the same president of Pacific Slope Mission, 
Alex. H. Smith, and that the1Jresident have 
power to appoint him to any field of labor 
in his mission, or to none; if in his judg
ment it would not be for the benefit of the 
cause, until the April Conference. 

Resolved that P. Canavan's bills amount
ing to $12.80 be received by this Confer
ence and referred to the Bishop's agent for 
payment. 

The President showed the status of the 
Herald and Hope that it was the property of' 
the Church and needed to be sustained by 
each member of Church. 

Resolved that Wm. Potter be sustained in 
the sub-district assigned him last confer
ence. 

Resolved that Elder Wm. Lean be sus
tained in his pr~sent district. The spiritu
al authorities in their several quorums and 
also the Bishoprick were sustained in right
eousness. 

Resolved that we are willing to sustain 
the Herald in its present form weekly. 

Committee Report.-In the case of S. L. 
Twitchell and family we the committee here
by recommend that they be delivered up to 
the law of th.e land as given in the law of 
God, Doc. and Cov. sec. 42, par. 22. Sign
by D. S. Mills, A. Haws, C. Bagnall. 

Resolved that we accept the report of the 
committee in regard to S. L. Twitchell and 
family, and that we adopt the same as rec
commended. 

Resolved that R. R. Dana be and is here
by authorized to enter the proper complaint 
before the District Attorney of Hollister, San 
Benito Co., Cal., in the case of S. L. Twitch
ell and family. 

Sweet Home Branch (Oregon District) 
reported by Bro. J. C. Clapp; 37 members, 
1 baptized and 7 receiv;ed by vote since last 
reported. Since the above report was made 
out 10 have been added by baptism. J. C. 
Clapp rresident Oregon District. 

Hesolved that we sustain J. Clapp as pres
ident of Oregon District. 
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Resolved that we sustain Bro. Glaud Rod
ger as president of the Australian Mission. 

Resolved that we sustain Alex. H. Smith 
with our faith prayers and means as presi
dent of the Pacific Slope Mission. 

Resolved that D. S. Mills be sustained in 
his labors under the president of this mis
sion for the ensuing six months. 

Resolved that the president of this mis-
1lion be authorized to appoint a committee 
to consider the feasibility of purchasing a 
tent for conference purposes and report to 
next conference. 

Resolved that brethren R. R. Dana and 
Jos. F Burton, be appointed to preside over 
the Los Angeles sub-district. 

Committee on erection of House for Presi
dent of the Pacific Slope Mission continued. 

A motion that our next conference be held 
at Stockton, carried. 

Resolved that we sustain the resolution 
passed in conference, April 6th, 1875, in
structing local elders to labor under the 
presidents of sub-districts as circumstances 
will permit. 

Resolved that Elders John Brush, and 
Alma Whitlock preside over the San Ber
nardino sub-district. 

Resolved that a request be made to the 
president of the district of Nevada to report 
to our Annual Conference to be held at 
Stockton April 6th, 1876. 

D. S. Mills and H. P. Brown appointed to 
write a memorial of respect to our departed 
Bro. Hervey Green. 

Resolved that this conference sustain Bro. 
Thomas Dungan in his calling, by our faith 
and prayers 

Resolved that the Saints in Nevada and 
elsewhere under the jurisdiction of the 
Pacific Slope Mission (where there. is no 
Bishop's agent) are requested by this con
ference to contribute means, as much as in 
their power lies, to Elder John Roberts (the 
Bishop's agent here) West Oakland Alam
eda County, California, for the work of the 
ministry. 

Br11 .. Dana and Burton apµointed to attend 
to the ordinations in the Jefferson Branch on 
their way south. 

Sunday, Oct. 10th, 9 A. M.-Prayer and 
testimony meeting conducted by H.P.Brown 
and C. Bagnall in which the goodness of 
God in tongues and other manifestations of 
the Spirit were given. 

At 11 o'clock D.S. Mills delivered an elo
quent discourse on the life and virtues of 
our deceased Br. Hervey Green, with a short 
sketch of some incidents of his life, among 
which was the revelation of God to him of 
the authenticity of the Book of Mormon 
and the ministering of angels. During the 
discourse the Saints were often bathed in 
tears. 

During intermission G were baptized and 
many adm~nistered to. 

3 P. M. The meeting was given into the 
hands of the Saints, when an interesting 
and refreshing time was had; 5 were con
firmed, and John Nightingale of Stockton 
ordained to the office of priest, by A. H. 
Smith and H. P. Brown. 

Resolved that this conference tender their 
thanks to the Saints of Washington Corners 
for their kh1dness during conference. 

Seven r. M. Preaching by H.P. Brown, 
after which prayer and testimony which 
continued till half past 12; 2 children bless
ed and several administered to, closed by 
singing hymn "When shall we all meet 
again." 

Adjourned to meet at Stockton April 6th. 
1876. Benediction by H. P. Brown. 

R. FERRIS, Clerk, Per P. CANAVAN. 

Pacific Slope Mission. 

Dear Herald :-I desire through your col
umns to address to the Saints of the Pacific 
Slope Mission the following notice: 

At the last conference of the Pacific Slope 
Mission, held at Washington Corners, Ala
meda Co., California, I was authorized to 
appoint a committee, who, upon their ap
pointment, would be authorized to receive 
monies given by contribution for the pur
chase and construction of a Tent, suitable 
for the purposes and use of our conferences 
in the mission; pursuant to which, I hereby 
appoint brethren John Roberts, of West 
Oakland; Simeon Stivers, of Washington 
Corners; and John Young, of Livermore, 
as said committee. And I do earnestly re
quest the Saints of the Mission to aid them 
in the enterprise, and send in the means 
needed. 'Tis but little that is needed, but 
that little should be sent promptly. Those 
wishing to help from a distance, can do so 
by sending their contributions to John 
Roberts, West Oakland, Aliameda Co., Cali
fornia. 

Promptness and union in this matter will 
make many comfortable next conference, 
who otherwise meet and have to endure 
much, and many inconveniences. "Think 
of it," and while you are "thinking of it," 
act upon the premises: Twenty-five cents 
from each male member of the Mission, 
would set up a tent large enough to accom
odate the entire conference assembly. Some 
have expressed themselves as being willing 
to give as many as five dollars; a few such, 
if they are in deed as good as their word, 
would accomplish the end in view. The 
tent is needed; and, that the Saints may 
enjoy it next conference, I pray God to bless 
them. ALEXANDER H. SMITH, 

Pres. P. S. Mission. 
NAUVOO, Ill,. January 2, 1876. 
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The following lines were suggested by 
reading the article from the Council Bluffs 
Globe, referring to Br. Forscutt. 

"NOT FAR FROM THE KINGDOM OF GOD." 

Earth's kingdoms and glories are grander to view 
'\Vhen seen from afar, through the lenses of fame; 

nut closer inspection oft changes the hue, 
And shows but a mass of corruption and shame. 

But the Kingdom of God contemptible seems 
When scann'd from afar, by the foreigner's eye; 

There's naught he discerns that is worthy esteem
Pure gold is all "dross"-e'en the truth is a "lie." 

'Tis not of this world> hence the hatred 'and scorn
Deep~seated, malignant, relentless as death

Compelling God's children in anguish to mourn, 
Yes, even to yield up their lives for its faith. 

The world loves its own; its minions are blind 
To all that is holy, or god-like and true;

They see not, they love not those beauties divine, 
The Kingdom of God ever holds to our view. 

'Tis only when nearer its portals we draw, 
.And our obdurate hearts are warmed by its love, 

Our minds are illum'd by its heavenly law 
That we can discern that it came from above. 

'Tis then, and thelil only, its beauties we see; 
And seeing, we can but admire and adore; 

.And, if we confess it, thrice happy are we, 
For the servants are waiting to open the door. 

Thrice happy the man who shall dare to confess 
The truth, 'mid,.the scorn and contempt of man· 

kind,-
Ue cannot be far from the Kingdom of Grace, 

Or he would not acknowledge its precepts divine. 

Would he enter and taste the glories within, 
Rejoice in the freedom God's children enjoy-

J3e heir of that Kingdom and joint heir with Him 
Who came to our earth, Satan's works to destroy? 

Then heed not the world with its tinsel' display, 
Its fiatt'ries avoid as the deadliest snare; 

Shrink not, though against thee in :fiercest array, 
The friends of thy bosom are marshalled for war. 

With firmness unflinching, resolve to obey 
The covenant of grace, by Jesus revealed; 

Wait not till the morrow; now, now is the day! 
For Jesus stands waiting that covenant to seal. 

Columbus, Neb., 27 Dec., '7 5. CHAS. DERRY. 

Bishop's Agents. 
On the first of March, 1876, all agents for 

districts and missions, appointed by me, are 
requested to make a report of the total re
ceipts and expenditures for the year'p'ast, 
up to that date, giving also the balance on 
hand at that time. Only yearly reports will 
be requested hereafter. I hope to receive 
a report from every agent.. 

Upon the recommendation of the Central 
Missouri District, and by the resignation of 
Br. A. J. Seely as Bishop's Agent for that 
District, I hereby appoint Br. J.B. Belcher 

in his place, trusting that he will be sus
tained by the confidence and offerings of 
the Saints, that he may fulfill the duties of 
his office for the work. 

ISRAEL L. RoGERs, Bishop. 
SANDWICH, Ill., .January 13, 1876. 

NOTIFIED TO APPEAR. 
Jacob Faul, Jr., formerly a member of 

Binghamton Branch. Wisconsin, is hereby 
notified to appear before a court of Elders 
at the Saint's Meeting House in Black Creek, 
Outagamie county, Wisconsin, at 2 o'clock 
p. m., on Thursday, February 17, 1876, to 
answer to charges preferred against him : 
and he is also notified that in case he does 
not appear, proceedings will be taken as if 
he were present, and verdict be rendered 
according to the evidence presented. 

PETER HARRIS, 
Pres. of Binghamton Branck. 

Whereas Br. Judson Blakesly is charged 
with having broken the laws of the Church 
and of the state of Iowa, he is herein noti
fied to appear before the Pleasant Grove 
Branch, on the 27th day of February, 1876, 
for trial. By order of Branch. 

WM. SMITH, President • 
WM. R. VICE, Clerk. 

Disfellowshiped.. 
Notice is hereby gived that Ann Shaw 

was cut off from the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, on the 
6th day of December, 1875, at Hanley, Eng., 
for not living in conformity with the law of 
the Church. Also Joseph Perry and Mary 
Ann Muss or were cut off for the same cause, 
same date and place. Signed by 

c. H. HASSALL, 
Pres. and Sec'y Hanley Branch. 

Information Wanted. 
Information wanted of the whereabouts 

of George Collins; he was born at Hurley• 
Berkshire, England, and came to America 
about the year 1830 or 31, and settled in or 
near Joliet, Will county, Illinois; he was a 
gardener by trade, and was a land owner 
when last from, in 1838. Any information 
respecting him will be thankfully received 
by his brother, Frederick Collins, Stew11rts
ville, Dekalb county, Missouri. 

MARRIED. 
By Esquire John Mitch els, at his residence 

in Buchanan county, Missouri, December 
19th, 1875, Mr. George Ritchen to sister 
Louisa Ann Burnham. May peace and hap
piness be their share, an~ the choicest bles
sings of God attend the happy pair. 

At the residence of the bride's father, 
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John Watkins, Des Moines, Iowa, Decemb'er 
22d, 1875, by Elder Thomas E. Lloyd, Bro. 
Lorenzo W. Powell to sister Margaret Jane 
Watkins. 

At the residence of E. Banta, Sandwich, 
Illinois, on the 14th of December, 1875, by 
Elder E. Banta, brother Evan B. Morgans 
of Des Moines, Iowa, to sister Sarah Ann 
Evans, of Sandwich, Illinois. 

Two other hearts are made to feel 
The kin<lling flame of love, 

)fay he who holds the power to seal, 
Record the same above. 

j\fay virtue prompt each pure desire, 
In all the scenes of life, 

And when with earthly cares they tire, 
Obtain eternal life. 

DIED. 
At her home, New Lexington, Highland 

county, Ohio, January 3d, 1876, sister M. 
E. Cadamy, aged 59 years, 2 months, and 
20 days. She was baptized and confirmed 
a member of the Church by Elder Josiah 
Ells, April 24th, 187.1, and we have reason 
to believe that she died firm in the faith. 

At Binghampton, Wisconsin, September 
22d, J.875, Elder Gilbert Watson, about 53 
years. of age. He was a native of Scotland,. 
and died as he lived, firm in the faith; his 
life was one of activity and usefulness; he 
left impressions behind, lasting as the mem
-0ry of those with whom he associated. ]\fay 
the spirit of peace comfort his family and 
friends in their bereavement. 

Near Weir City, Cherokee county, Kan
sas, l)ecembar 3d, 1875, sister Ann Kidgel, 
'•we believe with old· age." She embraced 
the gospel first in her own country, England; 
went to Utah, escaped from the salt land, 
settled at Kewanee, Illinois; visited the 
home' of her childhood, returned to America 
and settled in Kansas, where she spent the 
remainder of her days, She died ,as she 
lived, in faith and hope of the resurrection 
of the just. Funeral service by Elder John 
T. Davies. 

At Crescent City, Iowa, December 11th, 
1875, of inflammation of the bowels, sister 
Mary, wife of brother Jeremiah Thomas, in 
the 44th year of her age. She died in hope 
-0f the resurrection of the just. Beside her 
husband, she left six' children and a large 
circle of friends to mourn her loss. 

At Galien, Michigan, December 8th, 1875, 
after a painful mness of two week, Dellie, 
only son of Br. Alexander and sister Eliza 
Emery, aged 10 yearif, 11 months, and 27 
days. 

A shadow rests upon the home, 
Thy presence· made so fair; 

Thy winning words and smiles are gone, 
\.Ve miss -thee every where. E.E. 

At Gayoso, Pimoscot county, Mo., Septem
ber 15th, 1875, orother Benjamin F. Price, 
aged 32 years and 20 days. He was bapti
zed by Jos. C. Clapp in August, 1873; he 

died strong in the faith of a' glorious resur
rection. 

At Stoke-on-Trent, England, December 
15th, 1875, sister Louisa Cooper, aged 65 
years, 10 months and 25 days. She united 
with the Church by baptism, August 14th, 
1864, and died as she lived, firm in the hope 
of a resurrection with the just. Funeral 
service by Elder D. W. Brunt. 

Near Audubon, Becker county, Minneso
ta, January 11th, 1876, Awdie Anderson, 
son of B. B .. Anderson, aged 12 years. Bap
tized by the hand of T, W. Smith. in August 
last. Funeral sermon by Elder M. Shaw. 

' . 

According to Solomon, life and death are 
in the p9wer of. the tongue; and. Eqi:ipides 
truly affirmed, every unbridled tongue in 
the end shall find itself unfortunate;. for in 
all that ever I observed in the course on 
worldly things, I ever found that men1s for
tunes are oftener made by ·their tongues 
than by their v.irtues, ap.d more men's for
tunes ov.erthrow.n thereby also, than by their 
vices,-Sir Walter Raleigh. 

Suicide is a crime the most revolting to 
the feelings; nor does any reason suggest 
itself to our understanding by :which it might 
be justified. It certainly originatesin that 
species of f\)ar '!"hich we denominate pol
troonery. For what claim can that man 
have to courage .who trembles at the frowns 
of fortune ? True heroism &onsists in being 
superior to all the ills. of life in whatever 
shape they may challenge him to combat. 

~Loo:k Here.-The small colored label with 
~ youJ: n~me printed on, on the margjn of your 
paper', ~f it is ~:me o~ a pac~age; or on the wrapp~r if 
sent separately; also shows the date to which your 
subscription is pa.id.. , ' 

For instance, 15Feb75 means that your Herald 
subscription will rnn out on the 15th day of February 
1875. Renew your subscriptiol,l in time. · 

NOTICE. 
When changing your place of residence, or desiring 

your paper sent tp a. different post-office, he par_ticula.r 
in giving, in full, the name of the post-0~90, county, 
and state where you had' been· last receiving it, and 
distinctly ·sfote the name of the post-office, county and 
state to which you wish your paper sent in the future. 
If your paper has beeµ g0ing:in, a package, state 

whose. 
When mailing a Ietter,'Whether in a railroad car, on 

a steamboat, or while visiti~g at a frienQ.'s, in every 
instance JJive your own µ,ddre_ss where· you are taking 
your paper. . 

If your paper has .been di$continued, state where 
you have last been taking· it, and the time it was stop 
pe~,." . 

T~t TRUE L,!.TTER DAY SAINTS; HERALD is published 
SEMI-MONTHLY, at Plano, Ken.dall Co., Illinois, by the 
Board of Publication of the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and is edited by 
JOSEPH SMITH. Two DOLLARS per year. . . . .. 

All remittances, orders, and business cnmmnnica
tions intended for the office of publication, mnst ba 

·directed to Joseph.Smith, Bo:c 50, Plano; Keniip,Zl G1J., 
Illinois. . AU snms over Five Dollars should be seEt by 
Draft on Chicago, Post Office .Order on Plano, by regis
tered letter; or by Express. Remittances sent in any 
other manner will be at the risk ofthe sender. 
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"HEARKEN TO THE WORD OF THE Lon:n, FOR TH.ERB SHALL NOT ANY NAN AMONG YOU 

ONE WII'E; AND CONOUBINEB H.lil SHALL HAVE NONE."-Book of Mormon. 
HWHEN TffE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN AUTHORITY, THE PEOPLE REJOICE; IIUT WHI.N THE WICKED BEA.RETH 

RULE, THE PEOPLE )IOURN."-.Prov. 29: 2. 

Vol. 23. PLANO, ILI,,, FEBRUARY 15, 1876. No.4. 

A Fe-,;v 'lrhou~lu'.s fo1· Tbiinl!.:eu. 
Knowing that there is a want of un

derstanding on the parl; of many in the 
church; some of whom are "Elders in 
Israel,'' in regard to some important mat
ters concerning the "Zion of the latter 
days," I feel constrained to present a 
few thoughts for your consideration, by 
a desire to promote harmony and peace, 
and to lead to an "unity of the faith" 
among the Saints of the l.Host High, and 
through a love for the cause of truth, 
which I apprehend that my labors in the 
ministry entitle me to claim in some de
gree a "love and zeal for the kingdom of 
God." 

No one can deprecate a diversity of 
views, and an antagonism of sentiment 
among the Elders, particularly; but as 
.such a diversity of views does exist, it 
is proper that the reasons for our re· 
spective sentiments be plainly stated, so 
that if they be not in harmony with the 
revelations of God, or are contrary to 
known facts, that we may be informed 
of that fact, by those who may under
stand the circumstances governing the 
case better than ourselves. 

It is to be supposed that no true Lat
ter Day Saint is willingly in error, or 
who would not exchange an error for the 
truth when he can be made to see that 
he is in error. 

And no true Saint will be so dogmat
ical as to assume that he is infallible in 
understanding or in teaching, or that he 
may not misunderstand, apparently plain 
teachings of others. 

It is with a sincere desire to correct 
what the writer considers erroneous 
views held by some in the church, that 

Whole No. 340, 

the present article is written, and if the 
writer's views be not sustained by the 
plainly revealed word of God, .and the 
facts in the case, he would be thankful 
to any one wh1l will in a spirit of broth
erly kindness show the lack of under
standing there may be in the writer's 
mind, concerning the matters referred to. 

Sentiments publicly expressed by any 
writer or ~peaker become• the property 
of the public, and may be lawfully criti
cised and questioned by any one who does 
not concur in the sentiment expressed. 

Criticism or discussion, for the mere 
sake of belittling an oppo~ent or to ex
pose him to ridicule, or for the sake of 
the mastery, simpiy to have wherewith 
to exult over a conquered antagonist, is 
unbecoming Saints. But a criticism up
on, or discussion of a q113stion, that any 
one may conscientiou~ly believe to be in
correct., is legitimate and proper, and 
may prove a blessing to the party whose 
position is examined, and to others also 
who may have been misled by this posi
tion, supposing; it to be correct., while it 
really is not. 

I think a misunderstanding exists, on 
the following points, and my reasons for 
thus thinking are as follows: 

First, It is said by many that "Zion 
shall be redeemed with judgments," &c., 
by which is meant, such visitations of 
God as tornadoes, pestilence, famine, de
vastating scourges: but the lJrophet (Isa. 
1 : 27) does not say "judgments," but 
"judgment," which, Webster defines to 
be, "wisdom, skill, understanding, pru
dence;" and that this is the way Zion -is 
to be redeemed, the revelations of God 
given concerning the matter, by hisser-
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vant Joseph the Martyr, plainly show. 
And wisdom, prudence and skill will 

be shown by the church observing the 
order that God has revealed for the re
demption of Zion. 

"They might have been redeemed even 
now, [the Lord said in June, 1834], but, be
hold, they have not learned to be obedient 
to the things which I require at their hands, 
but are full of all manner of evil, and do 
not impart of their substance, as becometh 
saints, to the poor and afflicted among them, 
and are not united according to the union 
required by the Jaw of the celestial king
dom ; and Zion cannot be built up, unless 
it is by the principles of the law of the ce
lestial kingdom, otherwise I cannot receive 
her unto myself; and my people must needs 
be chastened until they learn obedience by 
the things they suffer." 

The Lord had previously given this 
order for the redemption of Zion, in De
cember, 1833: 

"Now verily I say unto you let the church
es gather together all their moneys ; let 
these things be-Oone in their time, be notin 
haste; and observe to have all things pre
pared before you. And let honorable men 
be appointed, even wise men, and send them 
to purchase these lands." 

The lands referred to are those spoken 
of in paragraph nine of the same revela
tion, and if "these lands" were and are 
to be purchased-it is not left for these 
"wise men" or others to purchase where 
they see fit, or elsewhere than on "these 
lands." 

plan the Almighty has revealed, and in, 
no other way. 

Some think there is a conflict between 
"this way" to "establish Zion" and the 
order laid down in the revelation of , 
February, 1831, concerning the purchas
ing oflands for the "public benefit of the 
church," which is to be done under the 
direction ofthe"Bishop and his council" 
and the "high council of the church; 
but there is no conflict, for this land is 
to be bought with the "residue" or 
means "consecrated unto the Bishop," 
and that the land bought, is for inherit
ances for those who have not wherewith 
to buy for themselves, and for buildings 
for public use, and for "the building up 
of the New Jerusalem." This money is 
that raised by "tithing" and by "conse
cration." 

The order of the Lord seems to be, 
this, first every saint is required to put 
his "surplus property" into the hands of 
the Bishop ; this is the first step to be 
taken, and one positively demanded of 
every one who goes up to the land of 
Zion. For "all those who gather to the 
land of Zion shall be tithed of their sur
plus properties, and shall observe this 
law, or they shall not be found worthy 
to abide among you.'' 

The word "sanctify" frequently means, 
to "set apart, or to consecrate to holy 
or sacred purposes" and doubtless this is 
the meaning here. "And every church in the eastern coun- ~ 

tries when they are built up, if they will The next step to be taken, is, for 
hearken to this counsel, they may buy those who have given their "surplus, , 
lands and gather together upon them, and properties" into the hands of the Bishop 
in this way they may establish Zion." for the purposes named in the law, to 

If they may in thi"s wa!J· establish Zi- then go up to the land of Zion, and into 
on, they may in this way redeem "Zion the ''regions round about," and purchase 
with judgment.'' lands, and gather together upon them. 

The Lord declared that there was at "And in this way they may establish 
that time "in store a sufficient, yea, even Zion.'' 
abundance to redeem Zion, and estab- Third, when all this is done, then the 
lish her waste places, no more to be land will be divided by lot, by the con
thrown down, were the churches who stituted authorities of the church, "for 
call themselves after my name, willing according to the law every '?:'\ln that 
to hearken to my voice." cometh up to Zion must lay all things 

But the churches were not willing to before the Bishops in Zion."-Sec. 72: 
hearken to his voice, hence Zion was not 3. And then the Saints will possess 
then, and is not now ''redeemed with these lands according to the laws of con-· 
judgment." secration. 

And if Zion is ever •·redeemed '~ith I •·For it is my will that those lands [rP-
judgment," it will be by the order and I ferred to just before] ~hould be purch:>sea, 
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and after they are purchased, that my 
saints should possess them according to the 
Jaws of consecration which I have given." 
Sec. 102: 8. 

"Zion shall be redeemed with judg
ment, and their converts with righteous
ness." 

Second, I believe there is a mis1mder
standing and a misapplication of a com
mand, connected with this "redemption 
of Zion," viz., "have all things prepared 
before you." 

What is the work of preparation al
luded to? 

"Therefore a commandment I give unto 
all the churches, that they shail continue to 
gather together unto the places which I 
have appointed ; nevertheless, let not your 
gathering be in haste, [this was given forty
iwo years ago J nor by flight; but let all 
things may be prepared before you, and in or
der that all things may be prepared before 
you, observe the commandments which I have 
given concerning these things, which saith or 
teacheth to purchase all the lands by money, 
which can be purchased for money, in the 
:region round about the land which I have 
appointed. to be the land of Zion, for the be
ginning of the gathering of my saints."
Sec. 98: 9. 

It is as clear as the noonday sun, that 
the preparation required in this connec
tion is that of observing the command
ments which God has given concerning 
these things, and the Lord says, that 
the commandments were to purchase 
certain lands, and the land is described 
in close connection with the command to 
"have all things prepared before you." 

And it must strike the mind as a very 
reasonable idea; for wisdom would dic
tate that the land should first be lawfully 
obtained-that is by purchase-before 
there should be any gathering on them, 
for it would be a decidedly foolish, and 
reprehensible freak, for the Saints to 
hurry off to a section of land in the pos
session of other parties, and settle on 
them, without any show of right. For, 
although the land may be a consecrated 
land, devoted to the settlement of God's 
people, like Palestine is to the Jews, yet 
the command and order .of God is em
phatically, that the land must be pur

,cha8ed of those who lawfully possess it, 
or if it cannot be, they are not to under
take to get it otherwise. They are to 
buy what can be bought, and leave the 

residue in the hands of the Lord. The 
preparation, therefore, is eimply to pur
chase the lands designated. 

But, says one, are not the Saints to 
be prepared in their hearts, conduct, 
life, &c.? Are they not to be humble, 
faithful, obedient, united, spiritually 
minded, &c.? Truly, but they are to be 
all this to be Saints at all. They must 
be all to be saved in the kingdom of God. 
One of the.best evidences of their hu
mility, their faithfulness, their obedience, 
&c., will be shown by observing the law 
of tithing and by purchasing the lands, 
God has commanded, and do as he says 
concerning the redemption of Zion. 

Third, a mistake occurs concerning the 
"one region" to which it is supposed 
there should be a gathering. In the 
first place, this command was given to 
"my people who dwell in the regions 
round about;" and where were they? 
In December, 1833, W. W. Phelps 
wrote to Joseph from Olay county, Mo., 
and said, "\Ve are in Ciay, Ray, Lafay
ette, Jackson, Van Buren, &c., and can 
not hear from each other oftener than 
we do from you. I know it was right 
that we should be driven out of the land 
of Zion, that the rebellious might be 
sent away." "Our people fare very 
well, and when they are discreet, little 
or no persecution is felt." 

The command was given to these Saints 
who dwelt in the "regions round about" 
to "gather together, as much in one re-, 
gion as can be consistent with the feel
ings of the people;" that is, to gather in
to one neighborhood, and this was wise, 
and proper and necessary, for they were 
scattered all over these counties, and 
were living in a disorganized condition; 
as Phelps said, they could not hear from 
each other oftener than they heard from 
Kirtland. They were therefore exhort
ed to gather into one region; that is, 
one neighborhood, as much as they could 
agreeably to the people's feelings, and 
the people at that time were very kind 
to the Saints in Clay county, so those 
who were there say, and so the Saints 
said at the time. 

(2.) The phrase "one region" can 
not mean one particular locality; that 
is, one and only one p!ace, for the 
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Saints were immediately afterward in- lands of the Atlantic and Pacific and' 
formed that the Lord would "soften the Arctic oceans, or to the seas themselves. 
hearts of the people," as he did the heart If the United States be the "land of 
of Pharaoh from time to time, and that Zion," then British America, the Cana
by doing as he had commanded, they das, and Mexico would be the "regions 
should find favor in the eyes of the peo- round about." If the State of Missouri 
ple until wise men would be sent "to be the "land," then the "region" or 
fulfil that which I have commanded con- "regions round about," will include 
cerning the purchasing of all the lands" Iowa, lllinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
referred to, and when we turn to the Arkansas, Kansas and Nebraska, and' 
revelation, which gives this command- the Indian Territory. And hence, any 
ment we find it refers to purchasing "all where in either of these seven States 
.the lands by money which can be pur- and one Territory would' be within the 
chased for money in the regions round "region round about." 
about the land which I have appointed But what does the Spirit call the 
to be the land of Zion"-and then the land of Zion? In the revelation of De
land is geographically indicated. cember, 1833, it is called "the land' 

So as this region is quite extensive it which I have appointed to be the land' 
would necessitate several places of gath- of Zion for the beginning of the gather
ering, or settlement. If it meant"8P~ ing of my saints,'' and then he goes on 
region only, then, as the "region round to describe the land which is round' 
about" the land of Zion is commanded about the "land of Zion." In the let
to be purchased for an inheritance, it ter of Phelps, quoted from, he speaks 
must be the "one region" referred to. of the Saints being driven out of the 

It is a strange perversion of the teach- land of Zion, at a time when they were· 
ings of God concerning the gathering of in several counties, including the one in 
his people to argue that "to gather to- which the city of Zion should be built 
gether" into any "one region,'' where- In a revelation given to; Br. J. \.V. 
ever the Saints might choose, answers Briggs, in Nov., 1851, the Spirit sai& 
the design of God, and will please him. that "the pure in heart shall gather, and; 

"Nay,'' says one, "it must be in 'one Zion shall be re-inhabited." 
region' within the 'region round about.'" The State of Missouri has never been 
Well, where is that "region?" And this inhabited by the Saints as a State, but 
query leads to an examination of anoth- a certain portion had been, from which 
er position, and that is, concerning the they had been expelled, but of which the 
"regions round about." Lord said, it "shall not be moved out of 

(3). A misunderstanding of the place her place, notwithstanding her children 
or territorv called the "land of Zion," are scattered;" and of which he says,. 
is had by some. "And, behold, there is none other place 

The "region round about" is said to appointed, neither shall there be any 
be "about the land which I have ap- other place appointed for the work of 
pointed to be the land of Zion." the gathering of my saints, until the day 

There are several ideas concerning cometh, when there is found no more 
this "land of Zion." Some holding the room for them; and then I have other 
idea, that "all of the western continent places which I will appoint unto them, 
is the land of Zion." It is, in the same and they shall be called stakes, for the 
sense, that the eastern cpntinent is the curtains, or strength of Zion.'' And to 
"land of J:erusalem ;" that is, the land on make it evident that the Lord's mind is 
which Jerusalem is located. still the same on this subject, he says in 

But others say, the United States is the revelation to Br. Briggs in 1851, 
the land of Zion; others, the State of (ten years after the revelation of 1841, 
:Missouri; but if either of these positions in which some have erroneously sup
be true, then "the regions round about," j posed that, the Lord has taught that hfr 
would, in the first case, refer to the is- accepted the effort of the Church to· 
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"build up a city and an house" to the 
Lord, and that he no more requires that 
work of the Church), the Lord says, 
"Behold I have not cast off my people; 
neither have I changed in regard to 
Zion. Yea, verily, my people shall be 
redeemed, and my law shall be kept 
which I revealed unto my servant Jo
seph Smith, Jr., for I am God, and not 
man, and who is he that shall turn me 
from my purpose, or destroy whom I 
would preserve?" Truly, "Who is he?" 

"Zion shall be re-hihabitecl." If "the 
pure in heart shall gather," where shall 
they gather to? To Zion, of course. 
'Why? Because Zion b to "be re-inhab
ited." 

The "region round abou~," or the 
Iand in the county where Zion was and 
is to be located, and the counties round 
about, is pre-eminently the "region" re
ferred to, even if it might eventually in
clude all of the State or more. 

If the land of Zion is to be scourged 
yet, and that land be all of the State, 
which must be claimed, in order to get 
the "region round about" to extend into 
adjacent States, then all parts of the 
State is to be scourged. 

And what is the State to be scourged 
for? For persecuting the Saints and 
expelling them from their homes. Will 
not a just God scourge Illinois too, for 
doing as badly. 

But Illinois must be a nart of the 
"region round about," and ir'the "reir.ion 

d b " . "' roun a out is to be scourged, and that 
means the "region round about" Zion 
and Zion be the State, then a sever~ 
time awaits a large territory. But will 
the J,ord punish the innocent for the 
crimes of the guilty? If the Lord will 
"visit the iniquities of the fathers upon 
the children of the third and fourth 
generation,'' how about those who do 
not belong to the family at all, who are 
not of that generation? 

If tho land of Zion is to be scourged, 
and that alone, then but a small section 
of the State will be visited with the dis
pleasure of God. If the late visitation 
of "'hoppers" is one of these scourges 
that is to visit Zion, then Zion extends 
to "Western Nebraska and to ]\linnesota, 
for they have been afflicted. 

Fourthly, It is assumed by some, 
that a "great endowment of the Elders" 
is to take place before Zion can be re
deemed. 

\Vhere is any thing said abrmt a 
"g~eat 1 end(rwmentt> In sec. JOZ, par. 
3, D. & C.: 

'~Therefo:re, in cons€quence of the trans
gression of my people, it is expedient in·me 
that mine Elders should wait. for a little 
season for the redemption of Zion, tlrnt they 
themselves m9,y be prepared, and that my 
people may be taught more perfectly; and 
have exper'ienc_e, and know more perfectly 
concernrng then· duty, and the thin vs which 
I require at their hands; and thi; can not 
be brought to pass until mine Elders s,re en
dowed with power from on high; for, be
hold, I have prepared a great endowment 
and blessing to be poured out upon them, in
asmuch as they are faithful, and continue 
in humility before me; therefore it is ex
pedient in me that mine Elders should wait 
for a little season for the redemption of 
Zion." 

And where was this endowment to be 
given? "Verily, I say umo you, it is 
expedient in me that the first J~ldors of 
my Chmch should receive their endow
ment from on high, in my house which 
I have commanded to be built unto my 
name in the land of Kirtland." The 
history of Joseph Smith shows that this 
endowment was received in Kirtland, 
and a number are now living who were 
there and partook oft.he blessing. 

Fifthly, I understand some to claim 
that the Church is "to prepare for the 
redemption of Zion in the regions round 
about." Instead of the word teachino-
th . . h h '7' b 

is, it teac es t at nron may be estab-
lished by the Saints purchasing these 
lands, or the "regions round about," and 
gathering upon them. The idea of 
some seems to be, that they are to gath
er into some locality, not far from the 
"borders of Zion," and build house8, 
i:i1prove l~nc1, and '.vait for the redemp
t.10n of Z10n, fulfilling the revelation of 
June 22d, 1834, "There are manv who 
will say, Where.is their God? Behold 
he will deliver in time of trouble; other
wise we will not go up unto Zion and 
will keep our money." 'Vhereas 

1

Zion 
is to be "redeemed with judgment," and 
that the judgment or wisdom unfi knowl
edge and skill thaL the Lord reveals, 
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which is, to "purchase ali the lands" in 
certain regions, and to gather upon them, 
after the surulus has been nut into the 
hands of tJJe'Bishop. ' 

'.I'he command of God is therefore to 
the Saints, to firat place your surplus in
to the hands of the Bishop, then pur
chase all the land that can be purchased 
in the regions referred to, gather upon 
them, Eve in peace, observe the com
mandments, live by every word that 
proceedeth from the mouth of God, and 
the Lord will speedily open the way for 
the building of a city and a house to 
his name, at the place appointed. And 
I cannot finish this article better than 
quoting from :Malachi that which evi
dently refers to Latter Day Saints, as 
well as to any else : 

'~Even from the days of your fathers ye 
are gone avlHY from mine ordinances, and 
have not kept them. lteturn unto me, and 
I will return unto you, saith the Lord of 
hosts. Bui; ye said, VVherein eh2,ll we reM 
tum? Wlll a man rob God? Yet ye he,ve 
robbed me. But ye say wberain have we 
robbed thee'? Iu tithes and offerings. Ye 
are cursed with a cm·se: for ve have rob
bed me, even this whole natio;. Bring ye 
Ell the tithes into the sto:re-house, that there 
n1a.y be n1eat in :mine house, and me 
now he1vc1ith, saith foe Lord of if I 
wl11 not. op8:a you the windows of heaven, 
and you cut a blessing, that there 

not be room enough to receive it. And 
I will rebuke the deyourer, [the grRsshop· 
pern, chin ch potato bu.gs, &c ] , fo1~ 

shall not destroy the 
; neither shall your 

vine ca,st befoTe the tirne ]~ the 
ficlll, saith the Lor(l of hosts. And fill JJ.a
tions shall call you blessed; for ye shall be 
a dellghtsome land, saith the Lord of hosts." 

T. W. SMITIL 
A•rcErsox, Kun.,'Jan.17, 1876. 

~~~~---"""'"4~~~~~

'. Continued from page GD. 

IliT!qiiftyof Uie Cross as a neHgfons 
~---§ymbol,-aml of tlle Doctrine of 

Vicarious Atonement. 

-Following up the subject of the wide 
symbolism of t.he CrosR, we find 

to have been as greatly revered among 
the ancient inhabitants of America, as 
among tho ancient ones of the Oriental 
world; and in this respect we have a great 
and remarkable confirmation of the truth 
of Boo!;; of llformon, when it states that 
tho former inhabitants of this continent 

had a full knowledge of the previous ex
istence and expected coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and of his atonement and 
of his crucifixion on the cross. 

One writer says: 
"We rea.d in the early history of this 

country that the Sp:111ish conquerors of 
Central America found it engrayen on the 
walls of Mexican temples." 

In his Ancient America, Mr. Baldwin 
writes, (page 109), that "the .most 
prominent object" in the building called 
"La Cruz" was a great bas-1·elief on which 
was sculptured a cross and human fig
ures, the cross being, apparently, "the 
central object of interest. It was won
derfully seulptured and decorated, and 
some grave ceremony seems to be repre
sented. The cross is one of the most 
common emblems in all the ruins. This 
led the Catholic missionaries to assume 
that a knowledge of Christianity had 
been brought to America long before 
their arrival." 

On page 186 he says that among the 
religious symbols found in the American 
rnins are '·the figuNs of the serpent and 
the croEs," both together, as we know, 
characterizing the fall and redemption 
of man. 

In his Indian Races, Brownell writes, 
concerning the ancient palaces and tem
ples at Palenque: "The richly carved 
figure of a cross excites surprise and 
speculation." 

As the cause of the existence in 
America of this sign, we read in the 
Boo!;; of Jlformon : 

"And the Lord commanded the brother of 
J !1red to write the things which he had seen; 
but they were forbidden to come unto the 
children of men until after he [Christ] 
should be lifted up on the cross."-Ether 
1: 11. 

"And I looked antl behelcl the Lamb of 
God, and I saw that he was lifted up on the 
cross and slain for the sins of the world."
Nephi's vision, l Nephi, 3: 19. 

"For the time cometh that the Lord om
nipotent shall come down a.mong the chil
dren of men and shall dwell in a tabernacle 
of clRy. And he shall be called Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, but they shall con
sider him a man, and shall scourge him and 
crucify him."-Mosiah 1: 13, 14. 

None of the writers about the anti
quity of the cross, either christian or 
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skeptic, make any claim that the symbol 
of the cross was ever essentially the 
sign of Christ, all rejecting such a 
theory as impossible. They think that 
its being found in America is conclus
ive proof against its having had, in any 
country, any special relationship to him; 
and that its being found in the Eastern 
World before his advent is just as con
clusive evidence; because he being an 
unknown character to the ancients, this 
symbol must have been of Pagan origin. 
It seems strange, with the history of the 
prophets and patriarchs before them, 
that men should be so ignorant of what 
is written, and so blind to evidence. If 
they are so short sighted in knowledge 
of what they really claim to know so 
well, we can not wonder that they are 
blind, wilfully so, to the evidences about 
the dealings of God with the ancients 
on this continent; for with all that the 
Old and New Testament teaches us about 
the evident assurance possessed by Ad
am, Abel, Enoch, Abram, ~foses and 
Daniel, of a coming Savior, men tell us 
that these were all in the dark as to his 
existence. Prof. Swing, of Chicago, in 
a sermon, N overnber 7th, 1875, says 
that. "Abraham and Job reached bliss 
without personal consciousness of a 
Christ; Abraham knew nothing of a 
trinity, and J ol:> was unable to distin
guish the Sonship of Christ." He said 
that "Enoch and Noah, Joh and Daniel" 
were alike in ignorance, "not seeing the 
coming Sonship of Christ;" and that 
they each bowed down and worshiped in 
the twilight only. 

Truly what gross darkness does cover 
the people and their leaders; for the 
teaching of Christ that "Abraham saw 
his day and was glad," is, to them as if 
it had never been written ; the statement 
of Paul that Moses "endured the re
proach of Christ" is as meaningless 
words; and Jude's declaration that Enoch 
prophesied of Christ's coming, their blind 
eyes do not discern ; for they are in the 
twilight instead of those of whom they 
speak. 

Neither, in their blindness, are they 
able to tell how far Christ's power does 
or has extended; or to how foll a degree 

he has become the Savior of mankind; 
for religious teachers confine themselvefl 
almost entirely to the idea that hi,g 
special prerogative was as a moral teach. 
er and leader, and his superiority was in 
his tine precepts and golden rule. To 
this the unbeliever truly replies, that 
quite as excellent morality was taught by 
Confucius, Buddah, Socrates and other 
religious teachers and reputed saviors; 
and that, therefore, if a good morality is 
what obtains the full revvr-rd, then the 
mere belief in this or that leader does 
not matter, because mankind from the 
beginning has ever been prone to deify 
and adore this or that personage, or im· 
aginary character, as intercessors and 
mediators between the unseen God 
and fallen man, Christ, therefore, being 
bu.t one of many thns exalted. Not
withstanding, v:n such conceptions 
have been delusions, they say, or the 
})l'Odu0t of ignorance, Or. as children's 
stories, no saving efficacy, beyond a few 
miracles by each, either being possible 
in the present or in the future. For 
almost entirely have men in their teach
ings of Christ/s redemption rejected a lit
eral resurrection of the body of man and 
his restoration as man, the fut.ure state 
being spoken of by many as only the 
abode of disembodied spirits; and if 
this be the case the question m::iy well 
be asked, How is he the Savior of men? 
It is sometimes replied that he came to 
reconcile God to us, (as if God was in 
the wrong and man right), or to save our 
souls (disembodied spirits) from his 
wrath, or from that undefined, indef
inite woe called damnation. 

He acted "vicariously," that is as a 
substitute for us; and as a "sacrifice," 
in that he subjected himself to evil in 
our stead, receiving the penalty that 
would otherwise have been exacted of 
the human race, thereby rendering the 
satisfaction necessary to save, or to re
deem man from all tho losses and obliga
tions he had incurred by his disobedi
ence; although it was requisite that he, 
man, should live in a state of probation 
and obedience in order to give assur
ance that when he should br restored, 
body and opirit, ho would not 
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trancgress; and also the full penalty was 
exacted of man, for the time being, the 
life power returning to its giver, and 
the body to dust, until the coming of the 
great leader with power, to break every 
band of sin and dettth, to give man an 
immortal body and to restore him to his 
dwelling place in its eternal glory, great
er than its paradisical state. 

Therefore we see his cross be-
came a sacred symbol from the morn of 
time, and why natfons for him, 
and erected altars to hirn ; they de-
ified some persons, and others 
in order to fill his 
their over anxious exve1crnn 
fested in their 
writings Thus, the 
in his JJfctam01plwsis 
enil idea of the world 
person, vvho should have 
cian and healer of the 
should be in mortal frarne 
nse 
the ; for drns he wrote : 

"HaiJ, great physician of the world.1 all bail! 
Hail mighty infant, '\Yllo, in years to cmnc 

Sh<O',U heal aud tiw tcmJJ ! 

* * 
Then shalt thou die, but from the dark abotie, 
Shall r·se victorious and l;e twice a, Goi.!. :' 

the many real and 
characters in ancient 
suviors, none is 111ore worthy of note 
one called Chrism1, who, centuries befo1«3 
Christ, was adored the Hindoos, and 
by t11em invested the divine and 
wonderful attributes that were after·· 
wards fulfilled in Christ. 

He was esteemed as an incarnation of 
Deity, born of a virgin; and is said to have 
miraculously escaped in infancy from the 
tyrant who ruled over the country at 
that time. The Hindoo traditions said 
that his birth was anticipated and fore
told iu prophecy. He was called the 
second in the trinity. He taught that 
good should be returned for evil, and 
that tho poor were the chosen of God j 
is said to have healed the sick, restored 
the blind, and the deaf and dumb, and 
aided tho oppressed ; was esteemed the 
meekest and purest, of mortals, preached 
nobly to the people; washed the feet of 
his disciples; descended to the lower re
gions, and had the power of raising the 

dead. After leading a life devoted to 
God he met a violent death at the hands 
of persecutors, then arose from the grave 
and ascended to his celestial seat. Hin
doo prophecy also points to his expected 
return before the end of the world to 
encounter and drive back to hell the 
the prince of darkness and his minions. 

The vividness of the above picture is 
intense. So also are the foilowing words 
r"bout him in prophecy : "0, Ohrisna, 
take care of the sole of thy foot," re
minding one of Satan's scripture crnota
tion to Christ: "They shall beat thee 
up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot 
ngainst a stone." 

Ohrisna was called the "Pardoner of 
Eforn ;" the "I,iberator from the Serpent 
of Death;'' and he is represented in 

with the "serpent biting his 
rrP.rrm•nn victoriously on its 

written of him he 
"I am the creation of 

tho whole universe; the beginning and 
the end of all things; I am the sacrifice; 
I am the One; I am the life. He 
who adores me with sincere faith infalli

obtains the object of his belief; firm 
fait,h he seeks and I grant. No 

one who worships me can perish. Have 
faith in me and I wiil deliver thee from 

Their writings also say that "if a 
sinner but utter his 'name in the hour of 
death it insures his salvation," remind

one of the text, '"\Vhosover calls up-
on name shall be saved." 

All the foregoing, irnputecl to the 
Hindoo deity, is familiar, and evidently 
was from a more ancient record and 
prophecy of the expected Redeemer. It 
is related that Chrisna's youth was 
pas~ed among shepherds; and, that his 
parents might not recognize that he was 
a divine being incarnate, because he 
had a great work to do before it should 
be known, he closed their eyes, spiritu
ally, as one would say, which we may 
well understand was the way with the 
parents of Jesus. 

Physical signs betokened his depart
ure from the world, and it was said, "Lo! 
Chrisna' s soul ascends to its native skies." 
His final coming in power and glory to 
consummate tbe "complete overthrow of 
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evil, sin and death," is looked and 
an annual festival is held in 
brance of the prophecy, 
his fol.lowers cry, "When will tho 
come? when will the Deliverer arrnear 

He is said to have caused a·~r,rvel
ous city to be built whose walls were of 
gold, pavements of precious stones, hous
es of pure crystal, and otherwise resplen
dent with beauty and glory. Through it 
ran a river of purest water. Thus we have 
a confirmation tliat the fathers of the 
race understood the fact of a New J eru
salem, as clearly as John, and that they 
taught it to theirdescendantsas being that 
city for which they looked, even though 
they were then "pilgrims and strangers," 
"having no continuing city." There
fore, they must have known the Redeem
er's work, and that his salvation was not 
shadowy but real and substantial. 

Another reputed savior, Gautama Bud
dha, is said to have been born of a vir
gin, :i\Iaia., who conceived him by a ray of 
light. He was born in a rustic retreat 
while his mother was on a journey; and 
great signs and events attended his birth 
and progress through life. He assailed 
the proud and arrogant, and taught 
peace, charity, and forgiveness. He said, 
''Strive to overcome evil with good," 
and taught the spirit of the golden rule 
and of the deoalogne. It is said that 
nictures of him contain a luminous radi
~tion about his head. He was adored 
as a divine being, who, by his free 
and out of pme compassion for 
left Paradise, and upon ercrth took 
suffering and death to atone for their 
sins. He ever laborfod to lead men to a 
better life, and clo.sed his own by "visit 
ing the lower Tegions to instruct the 
souls there imprisoned." \Ye are told 
that the sinner through faith in him 
could be saved. 

Another Hindoo was deified under the 
idea that he was the one of in 
olden times as to come and redeem Hin
doostan from the yoke of bondage. He 
was called the "Holy One," and hif1 fol
lowers baptized and workecl miracles. 

.Many others might be mentioned, bat 
these are sufficient to show that all were 
ideal personifications of the real in cam a-

then1 as 
tricks of 

types of au ide::tl 
h'1an eve~.· f3inJ~ the c:·eation 

the marked similarity of detail 
nbouL these amon':' ail nations of the 
i~abitable eart~,.'"' as to t~e co1;1-
mon ot ideas among tnem m 
relation the Supreme Being; . the 
creation; tho fall of man, and the ex
pected atonement. For instance, every 
where there is found to have been quite 
a clear conception that the beginning of 
the race wa.s in a place of delight, or a 
garden of pleasure. Secritus, a Grecian 
philosopher, sent by Alexander the 
Great to India, was told by the Bohem
ians that in the beginning every good 
thing was spontaneous, and that peace 
and plenty reigned supreme; but man 
making a bad use of the gifts of the 
Creator they were taken away and man 
was compelled to toil. 

The writings of Confucious, in the 
Sacred volumes of the Chinese, say that 
mankind "dwelt in a beautiful garden, 
in the midst of which grew a tree bear
ing the apples of immortality, guarded 
by a winged serpent." The earth spon
taneously produced every good thing, and 
"universal happiness, with plenty and 
peace reigned." There was no "suffering 
or death," and ''harmony among all be
ings joined with the delightful perfec
tion of nature.'' 

'I'he American Indians, and the J';'Iexi-· 
caus and Peruvians~ had the same or 
similar trnditions. Evidently revealed 

as we bave already seen, was 
the common origin of the beiief on 
-both continents. We are told th11t tho 
Aztecs believed in one supreme God; 
and in his incarnation in 1nortal 
born of woman; that he came ont 

benevo!enc; t.? dwell amon~ 11;a~-
and tt1at ne ln&t.:ructe<l their fatnN 

ers in i:overnment, in a;.;:riculture, a.nd 
in th0 ,~'se of earth's mii1'eral products. 
He the a1;d a won-

of grain ripened 
without culcure; while all nntm·c gave 

to man. Their trnditiens taught 
to look for his ret'lrn, and it is 
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said that some supposed Cortez, the 
Spanish conqueror, to be him. Others 
on the Eastern Continent, centuries be
fore Christ, were said to be of heavenly 
or immaculate conception and virgin 
born. They were invested with such 
titles ~,s "Son of God;" "Son of Heaven;" 
"Son of Deity," and the "Just Judge," 
and after their decease, the people as
cribed many virtues and miraculous 
powers to them to fulfill, as nearly as 
possible, the prophecies of the coming 
mediator. Their fundamental teachings 
of morality and virtue were almost syn
onymous with each other, and to a great 
degree with those of Christ when he 
came. 

The skeptic claims that all are alike 
allegorical, bearing the impress and his
toric evidence of having originated in 
the heated imagination of every race in 
their determination to worship the un
seen and the unknown, by putting him 
in human form; because therein would 
his earthly experiences and presence an
swer to the common or ideal want of hu
manity: namely, that of having one bet
ter, greater, and more able than them
selves to share their woes with them; to 
have him take part in them and thus be 
able to pity, to comfort and to aid us; 
also that he should be of such power as 
to raise us up out of the evil, which it 
needs no other revelation than the intui
tive one we already have, to tell us the 
human race has fallen into j and further
more, that he may fit us for happiness 
and rest hereafter, to which man must 
be resurrected, and not only redeemed 
as man but restored as man, in order to 
enjoy fully as a "living soul," just as 
God created him in the beginning, when 
"all was good," and before sin brought 
death. Who then shall say that if there 
was and is such a vast "ideal want," 
that there is to be and will be no answer
ing supply to that want. Was there 
ever a real and healthy want yet but 
that somewhere it could be matched 
with a supply; and if so will not this 
great want of the human race, in seek
ing the salvation of God, be abundantly 
supplied by the provision of the Al
mighty, as prepared "from the founda
tion of the world;" even by the coming 

and atonement offered by him who exist
ed in glory with the Father before the 
worlds were; who now, adored by 
angels, worshiped by men and glorified 
by God, QWaits the grand and closing 
scene that will give to\ him and his 
brethren the final triumph and ever
lasting rest which the}( have earned; one 
towards which they have looked from 
the time when, as sons of God, they saw 
the inception and organization of their 
dwelling place which was to be fit
ted for their abode in glory, when they 
should likewise be prepared for it. 

H. A. S. 

"1'1.[or1noni!ln:1" Reviewed. 
[Continued from page 77.] 

Mr. S. and his fellows seem very par
tial to all questions of time, and mathe
matical calculation; but their past his
tory admonishes us that they ar~ not al
ways, if ever, accurate, and therefore 
need close watching. There are too 
many 1js, and buts, in their methods, for 
profit. 

Mr. S. next finds fault because the 
book of Lehi was not published. He 
quotes:-

"The Lord God hath said, that the words 
of the faithful should speak as it were from 
the dead. Wherefore, the Lord God will 
proceed to bring forth the words of the 
book; and in the mouth of as many wit
nesse8 as seemeth him good, will he estab
lish his word."-2 Nephi 11: 17. 

"But a part of th~ words, (118 pages), 
called the book of Lehi," says 1\ir. S., 
"were never published, the manuscript 
having been. stolen, as we learn from 
the 9th section of the Book of Cove
nants." 

Yes, they were stolen. "\Ve learn 
this from the section cited, and also 
from the lips of the late Martin Harris, 
Sen. He told the writer, in 1860, all 
the leading circumstances connected 
with the theft. M:r. Harris, by much 
persuasion, obtained them from Joseph 
in order to read to his wife, and to some 
very pious (?) friends who were at the 
time visiting at his house, whom be 
hoped to benefit by showing them the 
manuscript. Before retiring for the 
night he took the manuscript and put it 
in a bureau drawer, and locked the 
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drawer; he then locked the parlor in 
in which the bureau was, putting both 
keys in his pocket. This was the last 
he ever saw of the manuscript. But 
this did not prevent "the words of the 
faithful" Lehi from going forth in the 
Book of Mormon. I,et us see:-

"And now, verily I aay unto you, that an 
account of those things that you have writ
ten, which have gone out of your hands, are 
engraven upon the plates of Nephi; Yea, 
and you remember, it was sai.d in those 
writings, that a more particular account 
was given of these things upon the plates of 
Nephi."-D. & C. 9: 8. 

From "the plates of Nephi" then, 
we get not only what was in the book 
of Lehi, but "a more particular account." 
Nephi's plates contained in part, "an 
abridgement of the record" of his father, 
J_,ehi. I. Nephi 1 : 7. Messrs. Cow
dery, Harris, D. Whitmer, and probably 
others, were most likely knowing to the 

fact, from observation, that the writings 
from "the plates of Nephi" contained "a 
more particular account" of those mat. 
ters found in the book of Lehi; so there 
was no possible room for deception on 
that score. Mr. S, inquires, "Is it not 
strange that inspiration could not have 
forseen all this?" (That is the theft of 
the manuscript). And we may with 
equal propriety inquire, vVas it not 
strange that inspiration could not have 
forseen "the loss of the book entitled the 
Common Salvat,ion ?" (Jude 3); and of 
the many Gospels? (Luke 1 : 1); and 
of the prophecy of Enoch? (Jude 14); 
"the book of Nathan the prophet?" and 
"the book of Gad the Seer? (I. Chron. 
29: 29); with twenty.five or more books 
either cited or quoted in the Bible, but 
now lost? And "Is it not strange that, 
inspiration could not have forseen" that 
King J ehoiakim would burn the prophet
ic roll of Jeremiah ? ( J er. 36 : 23); or 
that the Philistines would canture "tbe 
ark of the covenant of God?'~ (I. Sam. 
4:4,11). 

Mr. S. affirms that, "The inspired ver
sion betrays itself in first rejecting cer
tain names given in our version, as being 
incorrect, and subsequently adopting the 
same names as being correct. vV e pre
sent a few samples. Our version of Matt. 
24 : 37, reads, "But as the days of .Noe 

\)7ero/ etc; but 
sion :repudiates 
'Noah.'" 

. . ' inspxrea. vor~ 
antl substitutes 

Vie hwe before f!aid that much of the 
"Irrnpired 'I'ranslation" was a I:Jere re
vision and correction of the most essen
tial parts of the text, and not a complete 
translation of foe entire Bible. This 
may account in a measure for many 
seeming irregularities in both the letter, 
and historical statements, of the In
sphed 'l1ranslation. Vie remark again, 
that the evident object in giving what 
fo called the Inspired Translation, was to 
relieve the Scriptures of gross and harm
ful. errors, whether of doctrine, morals, 
history, etc., and to restore valuable por
tions that had been taken away. 

Now, as for the difference in spelling 
a name, "Noe," or "Noah;" "Sion," or 
"Zion;" "Jeremy,'' or "Jeremiah;" there 
is no evidence but that "inspiration" 
may use both forms, as they both signify 
precisely the same thing. The Spfrit 
and substance of a matter is of chief im
portance. And this may be clearly seen 
in the quotations of Jesus and the apos
tles from the various prophets. They 
seldom quote letter for letter, but mainly 
the substance; from which we may learn 
that "inspiration'' is concerned most en
tirely, if-not quite, about the sense and 
meaning, and application of things. 
"Drowning men wil! cateh at straws." 

Again : ''The inspired translation, 
[says ]\fr S.] is made to address Joseph 
thousands of years before he was born, 
in the following two verses : 

'These are the words which I spake unto 
my servant Mose8. And they are true even 
as I will. And I have spoken them unto 
you. See thou Ahow them unto no man, 
until I command you, except they that be
lieve.'-Gen. 3 : 32, 33." 

This statement is utterly untme. The 
words quoted are in parenthesis, at the 
close of a chapter, and are explanative of 
the origin of the preceding revelation, 
and also contain instruction to Joseph. If 
Mr. 8. had put them in parenthesis, as he 
found them, he would only have done his 
bounden duty. 'l.'o leave out the paren
thesis in his quotation, is just as vicious 
as to have mutilated the text by leaving 
out or adding words. It is a shameful 
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perversion, and utterly beneath a fair-· 
dealing controversialist. Mr. S. says, 
"This putting two verses into the book 
of Genesis addressed to Joseph was cer
tainly a wonderful blunder on his part." 
But they were not intended as a part, 
neither are they, a part of the narrative 
of the Book of Genesis. In John 7 : 
39, and Acts 22: 2, John and Luke in
troduce, in parentheses, explanations 
touching the teachings of Jesus, and 
Paul, in a similar manner as Joseph, in 
the verses in question, introduces an ex
planation respecting the revelation to 
Moses. The cases are exactly parallel. 
And by the way, those two verses are of 
great value, as settling the authorship of 
Genesis, and the perplexing question as 
to how Moses, if he wrote the book, 
(which some question), obtained the in
formation contained therein, especially 
that which relates to the creation, the 
fall of man, and other kindred matters. 
Some think that as "Moses was learned 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians," and 
probably had access to the ancient doc
uments in the archives of the priesthood, 
he, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, was 
enabled to collate important facts, and 
make such extracts as were essential, 
and that he embodied them in what is 
now the book of Genesis. 

optical presentation; as in a prophetic 
vision, future events are made to pass 
before the mind in a scenic form." But 
he does not claim that ftfoses had this 
vision. 

Smith, in his Dictionary of the Bible, 
Art. Pentateuch, says: 

"We can hardly escape the conviction 
that it [Genesis] partakes of the nature of 
a compilation. It has indeed a unity of 
plan, a coherence of parts, a shapeliness ancl 
an order, which satisfy us that as it stands 
it is the creation of a single mind. But it 
bears also manifest traces of having been 
based upon an earlier work; and that earlier 
work itself seems to have had embedded in 
it fragments of still more ancient docu
ments. * "' * The history contained in 
Genesis could not have been narrated by 
Moses from personal knowledge; but wheth
er he was taught it by immediate divine 
suggestion, or was directed by the Holy 
Spirit to the use of earlier documents, is 
immaterial in reference to the inspiration 
of the work." 

These quotations may serve to illus
trate the mystery and uncertainty among 
learned men, as to who wrote the Book 
of Genesis; and as to whether, if Moses 
wrote it at all, he wrote the whole or 
any part of it by revelation direct from 
God. Now, the verses in question decide 
this important matter, when it is said, 
"These are the words which I spake un
to my servant Moses." 

.M:r. S. continues: "Ewald, the keenest of critics and. the 
most learned of skeptics concerning the 

f h p h h · "In the Book of Mormon, baptism is en-
authorship o t, e entateuc as a W Ole, joined in connection with the law of Moses, 
does not hesitate to ascribe to Moses the and numerous instances are recorded where 
tables of the law, and the substantial it is said to have been administered." 
ground work of the system that bears his He points to this as proof that Joseph 
name," yet he thinks Genesis was made Smith was not inspired of God, and that 
up, largely, of oral traditions and writ- the Book of Mormon is not a divine 
ten documents. Professor Thompson, record. This mode of reasoning would 
D. D., L. Ii. D., says, "The composer of condemn the four gospels, for each of 
Genesis, as we possess it, may have them informs us of the administration of 
worked up materials already extant in baptism by John the Baptist, and by 
the form either of oral traditions or of Christ and his disciples, for many years 
written documents before him." Yel; before the abrogation of the law. Such 
he thinks those nortions relating to the logic would impeach the divine mission 
crea~ion were displayed by God to man, of ,Jesus and John the Baptist. 
in a direct manner. If baptism could be administered in 
, __ ' 'A probable conj ecturo is," says J uclea for many years in connection with 
Prof. Thompson, that what here is given the law, and by t.hose who were so very 
in narrative passed before the mind of exact in keeping the law, as was John 
the origi12al narrator in a series of retro- and Jesus, and the Jewish disciples, then 
spective yjsions; that it was a panoramic j it might be administered by a branch 
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·of Israel in America, under similar cir-1 as high as twelve or fifteen years. He 
·cumstances. It was not "a requirement furthermore knows that the interdictory 
under the law," as Mr. S. would claim texts from :i\foroni relate to "little child

, that the Book of Mormon teaches, but a ren,'' and not to children of advanced 
requirement siperior to the law, as is age, for the texts read so, literally. 
claimed by the Book of Mormon, and And he also knows that the text, "For 
as is seen in the case of .T esus, John, he was baptized while he was yet in his 
and the first disciples. childhood," implies that he was in the 

That baptism was an ancient rite advanced stages of his childhood, border
among many different nations is now ing upon that period denominated youth. 
generally conceded. Smith, in his Diet. His quotation from "Apostle Pratt," 
Bible, Art. Baptism, says: that "baptism always precedes ordina-

"!t is well known that ablution or bathing tion,'' is not legitimate in his effort to 
·was common in most itncient countries as a make the Book of Mormon and the rev. 
preparation for prayers and sacrifices, or as elations of Joseph "clash." That quo
expiatory of, sin. * * * There is an uni- tation has nothing to do with the texts 
versal agreement among later Jewish writers · h h ,, l I 1 · d' 
that all the Israelites were brought into wh1c e 1a se y c aims are contra ictory, 
covenant with God by circumcision, bap- and he is aware of it. 
tism, and sacrifice, and that the same cere- Ishmael was a "child" when he was 
·monies were necessary in admitting prose- fourteen years old. Gen. 21 : 14. Sam
lytes. These usages of the Jews will ac-
count for the readiness with which all men uel was a "child" when he was oid 
1locked to the baptism of John the Baptist." enough to minister before the Lord. I. 

By this we learn, what we have hith- Sam. 2: 18. Jesus was a little child, 
erto remarked, that baptism was not new or "young child," at his birth; Matt. 
and peculiar to the times of John, Jesus, 2 : 11, 18; and he was still a "child'i 
and the primitive christians, but is an when twelve years old. Lu. 2: 40, 42. 
ordinance dating back to a very early It was "little children" those who were 
antiquity. not capable of believing intelligently on 

And now comes an effort of Mr. s., Christ, and of repenting of actual sins, 
which exhibits most clearly, intentional that Mormon was writing about to Mo
perversity on his part. We regret it, roni, and Mr. S. was not ignorant of 
deeply, as it a most unpleasant thing to the fact. 
think that any person would intention- He next denounces the revelations of 
ally misrepresent the views and state- Joseph as spurious, because a cmnrnand¢ 
men ts of others. He says: rnent to build a printing house at Kirt-

"The Book of Mormon clashes with land, 0., for the printing of the Scrip~ 
Joseph's revelation concerning the baptism tures was not accomplished; and be
of children. In the eighth chapter of l\Io- cause the Inspired Translation was "pub
roni we find the following remarks: 'For I lished at Plano, Ill." instead of at Kirt
have learned the truth, that there have been 
disputations among you concerning the bap- land, and in the house spoken of. If a 
tism of your little children. And now, my failure on the part of men to keep a 
son, I desire that you should labor dilligent- commandment was proof that the com
ly, that this gross error should be removed mandment was not of God, then farewell 
from among you.' Again: •I know that it to the Bible-both old and New Testa
is solemn mockery before God that ye 
should baptize little children.' And again: men ts-farewell to the inspiration of 
•He that saith little children need baptism, Jesus, and Moses, and all the prophets 
·denieth the mercies of Christ, and setteth and apostles; for from Adam and Eve 
at naught the atonement.' Yet on p. 225 of in Eden, to John upon Patmos, com
the Book of Covenants, Joseph thus speaks mandments have been received from God 
of John the Baptist: •For he was baptized 
while he was yet in his childhood, and was and not kept; and the fact is so patent 
ordained by the angel of God at the time he to all Bible readers that quotations, or 
was eight days old."' ;,,;:;::.::,._:~:;::'.:'.::;;>-,· hi;;;;;;: even citations, in proof, are not called 

Now JVfr. S. knows that "childhood" for. The history of the race is the his· 
,has its different stages, and reaches up tory of man's disobedience to the com-
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mands of God. If it was not manifest Mr. S., "will lead to a discrimination 
that our critic was crafty, we might between truth and error in the Apoc
tbink him crazy. rypha, so that a translation is needless, 

He next complains that Joseph did the same would be true with the Bible, 
not "study and learn, and become ae- and consequently render Joseph's work 
quainted with all good books, and with in translating it needless." 
languages, tongues ancl people,'' as he That the Spirit of God will enable its. 
was commanded to do, D. 0. 87 : 5. possessor to judge between good and: 
And he does not approve of Joseph's evil, truth and error, is just as true as 
analysis of the word JJiormon, and of his the words of Jesus and the Apostles .. 
statement that in its root-meaning it Heb. 10: 15; John 14 : 26; 16 : 13; 
signifies "more good." \V ell, from the I and I. Cor. 2 : 15. "He that is spirit
manner in which Mr. S. handles the En- ual judgeth all things." But there is 
glish, his mother-tongue, it would hardly this notable difference between the Apoc
be safe to accept him as a competent 1

1 rypha and the Bible; the. latter is "Holy 
critic, nor his opinions as proper crite- Scriptures while the former is not. The· · 
rions. Mr. Smith studied the English Apocrypha not being "Holy Scriptures,''" 
branches, especially Grammar, nnder Dr. though containing many truths which. 
:i\foLellin, after the date of this revela- might be gleaned out from its errors by 
tion, March, 1833, with remarkable sue- the spiritually minded, there was no 
cess, as the writer had it from Mr. Me- need of its translation. The revelation , 
Lellin in 1873. He afterwards studied under consideration does not even inti
Hebrew, making wonderful proficiency, mate that the Apocrypha was in any 
under Messrs. Peixotto and Noah. He sense Holy Scriptures but only that it 
likewise stndied other languages with contained many truths and many errors; 
some success. He also stndied history, and they were of no vital importance 
etc., etc. But suppose he studied none beyond what may be found in Josephus, 
of the above, that would not prove the Philo, or similar works. w. w. B. 
revelation commanding him to study, Continued. 

false, as any one of honest common sense 
may see. As to whether Mr. Smith's 
explanation of the word J1formon is good 
or not, the matter lies so for above the 
reach of Mr. S. that we may not trouble 
ourselves in regard to his opinion about 
it for at least one millenium: 

Again says Mr. S. : 
"In :March, 1833, a revelation was given 

to Joseph, assigning reasons why he need 
not translate the Apocrypha, which reasons 
render his translation of the Bible equally 
needless. 'Verily, thus saith the Lord unto 
you, concerning the Apocrypha, there are 
many things contained therein that are 
true, and it is mostly translated correctly; 
there are rnany things . contained therein 
that are not true, which are interpolations 
by the hands of men. Verily, I say unto 
you, that it is not needful that the Apocry
pha should be translated. Therefore, who
so readeth it let him understand, for the 
Spirit manifesteth truth? and whoso is en
lightened by the Spirit shall obtain benefit 
therefrom; and whoso receiveth not the 
Spirit cannot be benefitted; therefore it is 
not needful that it should be translated." 
-D. C. 88: 1. 

"If the possession of the Spirit,'' says 

Au :ltncident in Oie Life ol!' Br. 
He:n.•vey Green. 

Dear Herald:-Whereas our worthy· 
and well beloved brother Hervey Green, 
has closed his faithful testimony to the 
living men of this generation-and you 
now lose his ever welcome communica
tions; I have thought it might not be 
uninteresting to your many readers, for 
me to narrate an incident of his past 
life, one which I have many times heard.• 
him relate, with tear bedimmed eyes, 
and quivering chin, as he told of his ex- · 
perience in the early history of this 
church; interspersed with great and mar
vel.ous blessings, mobbings, whippings, 
and tribulations which he was called to 
pass through for the gospel's sake, in 
those bloody days when it required men 
of nerve, to come out and boldly with
stand the great tidal wave of intolerance 
and religious persecution which was eve-· 
rywhere hurled upon their devoted heads; 
and while many became martyrs for , 
truth, others were ofttimes most marvel- · 
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ously delivered from the jaws of death, Nothing serious occurred with us till we 
-and from the hands of their enemies, in struck the Goose Creek :Mountains, when 
all of which, our deceased brother' came thinking the danger past, with Ruyter 
in for a full share; as the open books I left the wagon train to push on home. 
will s~ow in the judgment d.ay when all J We drove ~ur ·pack ani~als be~ore. us all 

· the witnesses are brought m and the · day. It still hurt my side to ride m the 
Saints sit with Christ in judgment on saddle, and at night I was glad enough to 
this generation; doubly damned by the lie down and let Ruyter cook supper, 
men of Ninevah, Tyre, Sidon, and even which we ate about dark; thinking to 
Jerusalem. For while the heavens weep rest an hour, and then leave our fire 
blood upon their heads, and the defiled burr.ing, move on and strike off the road 
earth groans and writhes beneath their a mile and camp without fire; and thus 
feet, all following in quick succession, dodge the "red skins," if they came, but 
the testimony of God's servants, they it set in raining so hard, we covered our 
loudly sing, "peace and safety," "all is packs and lay down as we were for the 
well." Broad is the road that leads to night; with our animals well "tethered,'' 
heaven, as once it was to hell. close by the fire which was nearly out. 

The incident I will endeavor to give As I lay upon my rifle in pain, Ruyter 
·in his own words, as follows : near by fast asleep; it was very dark; 

"In the fall of 1850, I left the gold when without the least bit of warning, 
mines in Upper California in company bang went a gun, not over twenty yards 
·with one Levi Ruyter, and started for off, at its flash, I sprang to my feet with 
··Salt Lake City, where my family then gun in hand, and awoke Ruyter; we 
was-I had six thousand dollars in gold started, half bewildered in the darkness. 
dust,which I carried in a Spanish *pow- I could not run to save my life. Soon 
iler flesh upon my person, and a trusty Ruyter stopped and said to me, are you 

·rifle; I had also bought in Sacramento sure you heard a g-bang went another 
·five hundred dollars worth of goods, con- gun close behind us, and at the same 
sisting of domestic calico, needles, thread, time down we went, some twenty feet, 

· pins, articles of clothing, boots and shoes over a creek bank into a lot of brush at 
for my family, some tea, coffee and to- the bottom; then the Indians were firing 

··uacco, as I was then an inveterate smok- ,on all sides of us. I whispered to Ruy
er, but now, I detest it. We rode on ter to keep still, they were firing at our 
horseback, packing our articles on mules. noise, it was too dark for them to see us 

·In Carson, we joined a train of wagons as we lay there. In a short time the 
and traveled slowly together for mutual firing stopped. I was bruised and could 

, .. protection against the hostile Indians; hardly get my breath for pain; at length 
and every night we drove our wagons cold and stiff, we crawled out-think it 

··together in a circle forming a corrall for was eleven at night,-I left my gold in 
•our stock during the night; and when the brush, keeping only my rifle, we 

not on guard I slept on the ground be- tried to keep together, but soon got sep
·tween the wagons. During a night of crated, and I did not see him again for 
' the first week the animals took a stam- two days. 0, what a shocking misera
·pede, and an ox jumped on me and ble night that was! Alone, crippled, 
•·broke three of my ribs; this hurt me so and weak, cold and wet, surrounded by 
that I kept in the wagon most of the blood-thirsty Indians. I would walk 

·time. We saw few Indians, but knew not knowing whither I went, till faint 
them to be on all sides of us, and often and exhausted, I would again and again 
saw where they had killed some of the lie down and pray for day and deliver-

• unfortunate emigrants, in weak or care ence from the jaws of death, till at last 
·Jesscompanies,whomtheyusuallyattack- the long looked for day, dawned; the 
'Cd by first stampeding their stock. Dur- sun shone brightly, dispelling the hor
ing our silent night watch~s we often saw rors of that dark night; I got warmed 

r"their camp fires in the mountains. up and traveled pretty well-soon struck 
*This is made of raw hide. a road and found upon examination that 
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I had made a circuitous route, and was / "But judge to my astonishment and' 
back of my camp on the road to Califor-

1

. horror, when within a few yards of the 
nia, so I faced about and in an hour fire I discovered and counted eleven 
came to a small stream with willows blood-thirsty savages all painted for the 
growing thickly along its banks. This fight. Strange they did not see me. 
I knew was not more than two miles "'With a heavy heart and with enemies 
from the camp; and thinking the Indi- in front and in rear, I again turned my 
ans were gone, and expecting to meet steps; not knowing what moment I 
with Ruyter or with emigrants, I went should fall into their merciless hands. 
on towards the camp, smoking along. As Thus I traveled, scarcely thinking 01' 

I neared the camp, I plainly saw the ani- caring whither I went. Exhausted I 
mals and six men, one of whom I took sank down many times, till benumbed 
to be Huyter, and the rest emigrants. not daring to sleep, I would arise and 
So I gladly hurried up to do ample jus- grope on over the plain, with no object 
tice to a meal in perspective. When by which to direct my course. About 
within two hundred yards of camp, I nine o'clock I cautiously approached an
looked again and my blood fairly curdled other camp, which also proved to be In
in my veins. There was the camp sure dians on the war path, and whom I also 
enough, and all the animals, with six stal- avoided. Meantime my matches gave 
wart well armed savages, one of whom out, and 0, how I longed for a smoke, 
sprang upon Ruyter's mare, and with his but could get none. · 
rifle rode toward me. I knew that none "It must have been about eleven at 
but the power of God could save me night, when I lay down to die; in fact 
then; I could not run from him-my had well nigh perished; it was a cold, 
gun might miss fire. I turned and slow- dark night. Save the occasional howl 
ly retraced my steps once more towards of the gaunt grey wolf, all was still as 
California, ever and anon casting my death. At last I turned my head:. you 
eyes around if haply an emigrant might may judge of my astonishment and joy 
appear in sight,-nothing but an open -as I beheld four rods distant, a single 
plain before me. I took a look back at horseman, bearing in his hand a bright 
my pursuer, he was in easy rifle range torch light. I knew he was not an In
-'he must wish to capture me alive;' clian.-His back was toward me. At 
another was coming up behind him. once I felt my strength return; arose, 
Strange they did not seem to gain upon and accosted him with, 'Stranger, will you 
me, thus I kept on till near the Willow be so good as to give me a light, I never 
Creek they left the road and struck out wanted a smoke so bad in my life.' He 
for the willows at the right; I then took no notice of me, not even turned 
turned off to the left and soon got out of his head; but started along on a slow 
their sight, avoiding the willows, passed walk; of course I followed him, repeat
around the point of a small knoll and came ing my request the third time with no 
out on the California road again, and as response. At this strange conduct I 
I traveled on, gazed and wondered what felt quite indignant; for I knew he 
became of my pursuers; it was evident must hear me. I then tried to get along 
some change had transpired in their side him, but could not gain a foot on 
plans. With nothing fo eat or drink him; and when at last I lay down faint, 
all day, exhausted and feverish, I trav- he stopped also; and as I felt rested and 
eled till dark, when I saw a camp fire, rose up he started on. His horse was 
with several persons standing around it, black; the torch shed a beautiful mel
evidently engaged in preparing supper low light, so I could plainly see to walk, 
-this was a most welcome sight to me, and avoid rough spots, bushes, etc., till 
one which then caused tears to flow we struck a road. Not another word 
down my cheeks as I drew near with a was spoken all that long night, as we 
strong desire to greet the friendly hos- thus journeyed on. I must have stop
pitable emigrant; and to enjoy a hearty ped and 1ested some thirty times or 
meal, with a much needed nights repose. more, with my faithful guide still light-
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ing me on. At three o'clock in the 
morning we came in sight of a fine large 
camp; and then horse and rider disap
peared instantly, and I saw no more of 
them. 

"Quick as a flash, came to my mind 
the words of my patl'iarchal blessing, 
"angels shall minister unto thee and 
thou shalt see thy Redeemer." Then I 
knew it all. An angel had been my 
mysterious guide during that long night, 
and had truly saved my life. Oh! why! 
why!! had I not realized it sooner-yes, 
all day long had he doubtless been be
tween me and those Indians, they must 
have seen him doubtless, with others, 
though I had not seen them. My very 
soul is poured out in gratitude to God, 
even now, :_while I think of it. 

"The camp proved to be Gen. Wil
son's, with a government train en route 
to California, he had . sixty men well 
armed and anxious to fight Indians. 
They had broken some wagons and 
were camped a few days for repairs. 
They treated me kindly, and 'next day 
with ten men, I set out once more for 
my camp, which we reached about night, 
found Ruyter with about thirty men, 

pany of emigrants were obliged to return 
to Salt Lake with us, to winter. 

"1.Ve buried the two poor fellows who 
fell, and in a few days without further 
accident reached Salt Lake, where we 
remained during the winter, and in the 
spring, moved to California, heartily dis. 
gusted with the church officials in 
Utah." 

When last I heard Bro. Green repeat 
it, about a year since j he said, "I think 
of writing it for the Herald." But as 
he did not, I now offer it, as a merited 
tribute to the memory of one dearly 
loved; and with whom I took my first 
lessons in traveling to declare the word 
as a witness. Yours fraternally, 

D. s. MILLS, 
]fission San Jose, Cal., Oct. 29, 1875. 

JOSEPH SMITH, - - - EDITOR. 
M. B. OLIVER, ASSISTANT EDITOR. 

Plano, Ill., February 15, 1876. 

LEADING STRINGS. 

emigrants to California, also the horses THE laws, Church articles and covenants 
and mules all safe; the goods were most- by which the Latter Day Saints profess to 
ly h.idden in piles in the willows by the have been established, and by which they 
Indians; we recovered nearly all. .. The I ex1.)ect to be built up, are published, and 
cloth was t?rn uy, and had been d1v1ded have been affirmed by public and private 
by the Indians rnto a dozen lot~. Ruy- teaching for quite a number of years; and 
ter had found them t_here on hrn return I it is not to be presumed that any of the 
to camp, and. the emigrants~ had ta~n Saints are entirely ignorant of what they 
~hem and vyh1pped them seve.ely, lettiug arc; and still less is it to be supposed that 
them go with a yell ~s the:y bounded off. any of the more prominent leading men 
I tdold ~hem thedy tnhnssed itt :;rery mAufich j among the Saints have not, at least, a par. 
an so it prove e nex aay. ter · 1 d l' f l 

tt. • h' t th 'th ld tia un erstanc mg o those aws, covenants 
ge mg n;iY t rngs oge er Wl my go and articles. 
dust which I found safe we camped . . 

tl d ' 'th d At the last Apnl Conference a committee once more on . ie groun , w1 a goo . . 
d d I k I l t th t 

was appomted, whose duties were defined guar ; an rec on s ep some . a . . . 
ni""ht. by the resolution by virtue of which they 

';'Early next morning we were astir; were appointed, to be, a~ foll~ws: "To 
the thirty emigrants for California, and select and make such location as 1s contern
the ten soldiers for "'vV'ilson's camp; they plated in the foregoing preamble, and ai·

went along up to the Yvillow Creek, range for ancl effect the purchase of lands, 
crossing where I had passed the day be- locate a town site, and perform such othel' 
fore, and they were fired into by a band acts as are consistent with the making of 
of Indians; two were killed and several such locations, and consummating such 
horses; so that the whipped Indians had purchases; and that said committee make 
sought and obtained revenge. The com- report of their laboTS to a General Confer-
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ence of the Church at as early a time as 
they shall deem prudent." 

The brethren are doubtless willing to 
discharge the duties imposed upon them 
by their appointment, according to their 
,comprehension of the terms of that appoint
ment, and their understanding of those 
faws, articles and covenants, by which they 
and all other Saints are to be governed. 

There seems to be a fear that these men 
will not act wisely in the performance of 
those things enjoined upon them by the 
action of Conference; or that they do not 
understand the law, nor comprehend the 
scope, (or the limits), of their appointment 
sufficiently well to carry out that which 
was contemplated in their appointment. 
This fear may be well grounded. If it is, 
it will be well for those who are to be most 
seriously affected by the failure to proper
ly comprehend and understand; and who, 
fortunately for all concerned, may be more 
certainly instructed in those matters, to 
avail themselves of the next sitting of Con
ference to release that committee, and put 
}Jroper men in their places. 

There should be no child's play, nor any 
undue mincing of matters in so grave an 
,enterprise. 

If efforts so far put forth by the commit
,tee are ineffectual, unwise, or injurious to 
the general good of the object aimed at, it 
is mercy to them, and justice to the body, 
to prevent further injury by removing them 
and appointing others more competent to 
discharge the duties delegated to them, 

Furthermore, as we are permitted to dis
,cover, by the difl:erent ideas presented to us, 
and others of which we hear, a great num
ber of things, this committee ought not to 
do; and a great many ways, they ought not 
-to go in; and a great many places, where 
they ought not to locate, it would be much 
rmore pleasant for them and far more in 
keeping with sound wisdom, for those who 
know so decidedly what ought not to be 
done to give to this committee the benefit 
,of practical directions what to do, and how 
io do it. They are not, or ought not to be, 
above being taught; if they are, they are 
·unfit to be servants. 

One suggests the following ways of rais
ing money: 

1. The levying of a direct tax upon each 
member, according to the amount of their 
property, for the requisite sum. 

2. To tax each individual an amount 
sufficient to giYe the full sum, say two dol
lars each. 

3. To tax each family a similar sum each, 
say ten dollars. 

Now, the levying a tax of any kind pre
supposes a power to collect the sum levied; 
a power to levy is a power to collect. It 
has been frequently stated, and now again 
reiterated, the Church has no authority to 
take, or compel the giving, of any of the 
goods, chattels or moneys of its members. 
This is too plain to need argument; there 
being no power to collect, it would be pre
sumption to levy a tax. 

This is the condition of every real or 
contemplated fund, or work, among the 
people constituting the Church; and any 
tax, levy or contribution, paid by a people 
self-governed, must be self-imposed, self. 
apportioned, self-levied and self-collected 
-a free-will devotion from first to last. 

Another writes: "Your Church prosper
ed till you began to preach tithing; it will 
go down in less time than it was in coming 
up." 

To this, all we care to say is, we have 
tried to present our honestly held view of 
an abused principle-the result it is not in 
our power to determine; if the result be 
good, it is well; if the result be bad, we 
shall suffer with those who suffer. 

One says, "If the location is made in a 
certain place, (naming it), I shall do noth
ing for it." Another, "I shall do nothing 
till I see where the location is made, if it 
suits me, I will buy land there; if not, I 
won't." Another, "I shall pray for wisdom 
to be given the committee, and shall sustain 
them the best I can." 

Let us improvise an allegory; which 
tells the whole story. 

.A certctin number of men proposed to build 
them a house for the common benefit and use 
of all. It was impracticable for all to wodc 
at any one part of the building at the same 
time; so they appointed a day upon which 
they all came together to consider the matter. 
Upon consulting together they agreed to di
vide the labor; one part of them were to difJ 
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the foundation trenches; another part were 
to lay the foundation; another ice1'e to put 
up the walls; another to get out the winclow, 
rind door sills, caps, corner-stones; anothM' 
WM'e to put up the pillars, peclirnents ancl cap
i'tals; another were to fashion the timbers, 
put on the 1·oof, builcl the spire and otlwr 
wood ioork. Each party was anxious that the 
whole builcling should be bitilt speedily and 
weU. .After all these preliminaries were set
tlecl ancl it seernecl that success was sure, there 
carne a sitclden inquiry from the trench dig
gers, who stood with poisecZ spacles 1·eacly fo1· 
work; this inquiry was, "TVhat kind of a 
foitnclation are you going to pitt itnclM' your 
building f" "Why," saicl the ones who were 
to build the foundation, "that depends upon 
what sort of walls our wall bililclers ewe going 
to put up." So they hurried away ctncl ask. 
eel the wall bililders, "What sort of walls m·e 
you going to 1Jut itp ?" 

These men answerecl, "We will see first ichat 
sort of clo01· ctncl window sills, jambs ancl cor
ner-stones these other men lay up." 

These door and window sill men repliecl, 
"Wait till we see the pillars and capitals put 
up." .And the capital men said, "Vfait till 
ioe see iohat so1·t of spire and ioeather vane 
these men of wood e;rown OU?' builcl·ing with." 
Biit the weather vane men saicl, as they turn
ed to see wliieh way the wind blew, "We will 
wait till the wise men secure the lancl where
in the trench cliggers may clig the founda. 
tions, ancl then we ioill tell yoii." .Ancl the 
ioise men answered and said, "We have founcl 
no one owning land who will sell to us ancl 
take their pay in wisdom; ancl we have no 
money wherewith to buy." 

And afte1· this fashion was the house not 
built. 

OuR HERAI"D list is four hundred and fifty 
short of being as large as at this time last 
year; when it should be three times five 
hundred more. 

The elders of the church, and all presid
ing officers, in charge of branches and dis
tricts will confer a favor upon us by solic
iting subscribers, and sending us the 
names. All Saints are interested in what
ever is going on in the church, and the 
world, so far as the church is concerned, 
and this is best learned through the HER
.ALD. 

Those Saints wishing the HERALD, who 
have not the ready means to send at the 
time of subscribing, will be accommodated 
if they will send us their names, with a 
statement of the time when they can pay 
for it. Send along the names brethren. 

WE expect to have the "l\fanual of Prac
tice and Rules of Order and Debate for De
liberate Assemblies of the Church of Jesus 
Chirst of Latter Day Saints," ready for sale 
at the April Conferance. 

We erred in our figures in giving the 
census of females in Utah, in 1870, in our 
last issue; we should have given 42,665 as 
the total num\Jer, and should have written 
"probably about 18,000 grown." We had 
not the statistics at hand; but afterwards 
made search for them. If any are aggriev
ed let this be our amends. 

The census of 1870 gives the number of 
females in Utah as 42,665; males 44,121; 
being 1,456 more men than women. Out 
of this 42,665 females 23,360 are said to be 
signers of the petition referred to in our 
last. 

Late news from Bro. Gland Rodger, by 
letter from Bro. Richard Ellis; also a copy 
of the Sydney lrI ail, a thirty.two page news. 
paper, full of Australian and British news. 

Sr. Urania E. Conner, living at Rudel, 
Floyd Co., Iowa, near the Minnesota line, is 
extremely anxious that some Elder shall 
come that way. She writes that the peo
ple wish to hear; and herself nearly fam. 
ishecl for the bread of life. She writes that 
she has written to two of our brethren, re
specting labor there, but neither answered 
her. 

Central Missouri and Spring River Con
ference minutes crowded out of pnblicatio11 
in proper time for want of room. 

Bro. Albert Bishop writes from Stewarts
ville, Mo., confirming the previous account 
of good clone there by Bro. T. W. Smith 
and wife. He reports lands cheap in that 
section of Missouri. 

Bro. N. Stamm, writing from DesMoines 
Iowa, Jan. 23d, stated that in company with 
Bro. I. N. White he had visited DesMoines 
Valley Branch, where they preached five 
times, baptized eight and held three confir. 
mation meetings, when he returned to Des . 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



116 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

J\Ioines. Bro. White remaining to contin. 
:ue his labors for a while at that place. 
J\Iay success crown his efforts. 

All subscriptions for the JYiessenger must 
be sent to Jason W. Briggs, Plano, Ill., and 
not to the care of the HERALD Office. 

We have but one kind of the Book of 
1.Iormon, price $1.50. 

January 1st. number of HERALD is ex. 
hausted. Do not order them. 

We have on hand three kinds of Hymn 
Books: 

Plain Roan, price $1.25. 
2\Iorocco, marbled edge, price $2.00. 
J'lforocco, gilt, price $2.25. 
All who have ordered Hymn Books will 

have their books sent as soon as we can 
mail them. 

WE are requested by the Church Secretary 
ancl Recorder Henry A. Stebbins, to call 
the attention of the Saints to the following: 

Let it be remembered that each district 
of the Church, instead of reporting to 
either session of the General Conference, is 
requested, by order of last General Confer. 
ence, to report to the Church Secretary an. 
nually, on or soon after the first day of Jan. 
uary in each year, giving name of each 
branch, number of members and of each 
grade of officials, and also the changes dur. 
ing the year ending December 31, how 
many baptized, received, removed by letter, 
expelled or died, in each branch, with the 
names of the president and clerk. 

Let these be sent to the Secretary as 
,early as possible in the year, so that a gen. 
eral statistical report of the whole Church 
may be made. District and branch officers 
should also see that he is furnished with 
such branch records and corrections as will 
make the Church Record of names corres
pond with the statistics of numbers, at that 
time, if for any good reason they have not 
been forwarded before. Scattered branch
es, not in conferences or districts will 
please report for themselves. 

Reports of the spiritual condition of dis. 
tricts and the labor and progress of the 
work therein, as well as reports of mission. 
aries, traveling Elders under appointment 
of General Conference, and general Church 

,authorities, not attending in person, should 

not be too lengthy, and should be sent in 
prior to the sessions of Conference, if posGi
ble, so as to be prepared for reading ancl 
for the press, without delay either during 
t:he session or afterwards. Brethren attend
ing in person will do well to summerise a 
report of their labors also. 

THE following extracts from a letter pub
lished in the Chicago Times of January 22, 
1876, and signed "H.,'' show the opinions 
held by the regular Episcopal Church in 
reference to the schisms lately created in 
that church, and led by Bishop Cummins. 

The only comment we feel like making 
is this, when a man abandons a church 
which he joined in good faith, he should, 
by a rule of common honesty, leave with 
that church all that he received from it; 
except charity, love, and good will to man, 
these he should always retain. It is not a 
special mark of honor and piety for men 
who have left any faith to speak in terms 
of bitterness and reviling of their former 
associates. Some men will spend an age in 
enforcing rules against others; which rules 
when sought to be enforced against them
selves they rebel against, and denounce 
as tyrannical and develish: 

"The very canons Dr. Cummins promis
ed to obey provide for him an honorable 
retreat,-to give notice, and after six 
months receive his deposition. 

"Bishop Cummins made the following 
promise: In the name of God, Amen. I, 
George David Cummins, chosen bishop of 
the Protestant EpiscorJal Church in Ken
tucky, do promise conformity and obedi. 
ence to the doctrine, discipline, and wor
ship of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America. So help me 
God, through Jesus Christ. 

"Has he honestly kept or broken this 
promise? Is he justified before God or 
man? * * * * 

"How did the low.church bishop of Penn
sylvania regard Dr. Cummins' conduct? 
He characterized it as 'unfaithfulness to 
his three-fold vows of ordination, * * * 
crowned by an act unparalleled in the an
nals of Christ's church, the consecrating, 
by his single self; of a lawfully deposecl 
clergyman to the work and office of a bish. 
op. And to sow seeds of discontent amidst 
our clergy and laity, falsehoods, misrepre
sentations, perversion have been restored 
to, * * * through the press and the pulpit, 
in reference to our prayer-book, our polity, 
and our legislation.' 
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"What was the language of the bishop of I that act of pseudo-consecration. The apos
JHaryland, however harsh it may appear? tolic succession is not a power, but a mode 
'One prejured bishop no more makes a of conveying authority. It is not a grace, 
church than one swallow makes a sum- but a fact. It is not a thing to be carried 
mer.' about, but a rule and manner of action. 

"What was the language of the mild and Some use the word as descriptive of the au. 
St. J olrn-like Bishop Huntington? 'The re- thority conveyed, but improperly. Apos. 
nunciation * * * was without reason tolic authority is one thing, apostolic sue. 
in itself, without justification in its circum- cession is another. One is a power, the 
stances, without logical weight or clear- other is a fact. Much confusion has arisen 
ness, or even pathos in its explanation; from confounding the two. The power of 
weak in its issues, distracting in its effects, our bishops in their office is derived from 
barren of all blessing, likely to be futile the Holy Ghost, through the church, by 
even as a schism, a bitter and cruel hurt to means of apostolic succession. The power 
the seceder himself, and a melancholy in- so derived, necessarily, is not independent 
dignity to the body of Christ.' of the church, under whose laws and for 

"Of Bishop Odenheimer? 'The past year whose conservation it is conferred; but is 
has brought upon the whole church an oc- strictly limited by the laws of that organi
casion of trouble in the schismatical action zation. Christ lodged authority in His 
of the Right Rev. Dr. Cummins. As all church for conveying and for withdrawing 
the facts connected with the schism have the rights and duties of the ministry. Any 
been brought to the notice of churchmen, other doctrine is subversive of the exist
I do not think it necessary or expedient to ence of the church, and practice under it 
do more than record the fact of his ungocl. may at any moment become suicidal. Ob
ly, unchiirchly, and ungenerous action.' serve that if any apostolic succession can 

"Of Bishop Smith? 'Dr. Cummins now so convey authority that no power in the 
sees his mistake. His failure has preyed church can take it away, then every depos
upon his mind. He is a shepherd without eel presbyter, as well as every deposed bish
a fold. Bis friends wanted to send him to op is in full possession of his functions; 
Europe, but they could not raise the funds, and sacraments, and ordinances, and 
and now he is back again in his old home preaching as well as confirmation and or
in Pewee valley, shattered in health and a dinatioµs by those deposed ministers, are 
disappointed man.' not only valid but regular. If so, there is 

"Of Bishop Kerfoot? 'No plea of "con- no such thing in the church as the "power 
scientious conviction" would be allowed of the keys," at least in respect of her mnis
to prevent proper punishment of an official try, or any possibility of discipling the 
guilty of malfeasance in office; of a bank ministry. No church in Christendom of 
clerk who robbed the vault; or of a man any name could retain its form under such 
charged with the management of a corpor- an interpretation of the indelibility of or
ation who betrayed his trust. If then the clers.'" 
law was laid down in secular affairs, and The following is from a thorough disci-
all who came under it were held to a . . 
strict obedience, why should there be ph~an~n of the same ?~urch, and refers to 
laxity in ecclesiastical affairs? If a orclmat10ns to the mrn1stry by Dr. Cum
man accepted membership in a church mins: 
he ought to obey its laws; and any dclib- "As to the idea that he can by any act of 
erate violation of them ought to be proper- his reverse the judgment of the church and 
ly rebuked. The consciences of all ought turn a deposed minister into a bishop, that 
to be respected, but the law must not be is too absurd to be dreamed of as within 
broken in any case on the pretext of yield- the bounds of possibility." 
ing to the "conscientious convictions" of 
one who had taken upon himself the obli
gation to support the law.' 

"Of Bishop Bedell? 'It is known to you, 
that when Bishop Cummins withdrew from 
our communion, he die! not renounce his 
,episcopal orders; but assuming that their 
power continued, and that he could lawful
ly carry it from the body of believers to an
other, he attempted to convey the apostol
ic authority of conferring orders to a per
son who had been deposed from the minis
try of this church. (This means Mr. Che
ney). The questions that arise herefrom 
are vital to the preservation of our church 
as now organized; and are entirely separ
ated from the peculiar circumstances of 

SPRINGER'roN, White Co., Ills., 
Dec. 19, 1875. 

Bl'o. Joseph:-After receiving from the 
Conference, Sept. 10, 1875, a, mission to the 
Southern Illinois and Southern Indiana 
Districts, I immediately started for my 
field of labor, there to work under the su
pervision of Bro. Joseph R. Lambert. On 
my way I stopped at String Prairie, Lee 
County, Iowa, found the Saints well, then 
proceeded to the Keokuk Branch where I 
held one meeting. Leaving Keokuk, Oct. 
25, for Xenia, Clay County Ill., via St. 
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Louis, I soon found myself in the Brush 
Creek Branch, in which place I have made 
my temporary home ever since. I have 
preached several times in the branch and 
in adjourning school houses, assisted by 
brethren J\forris and Caudle. After this I 
made a visit to Dry Fork Branch, stopped 
several days, preaching at nights, where I 
found some good Saints. Receiving an in
vitation to accompany Bro. Green to Elm 
River, I gladly accepted it, and we found 
a few Saints there; held meeting on Satur
day and Sunday, being favored with good 
attention and liberty in speaking. After the 
Sunday evening meeting there was a gentle
man who commenced asking questions, and 
after some conversation, he said he was con
vinced of the truth of the doctrine. I think 
he will obey. From Elm River I returned 
to Brush Creek, and, in company with Br. 
Morris, made a turn into Marian County, 
where we preached five times. At the 
close of our lectures several seemed to be 
interested, following us from house to house 
to ask questions concerning the doctrine. 
I feel that the good Lord will bless our ef
forts in that place. On our return to Brush 
Creek we preached in Dutchtown. 

One week ago I met Bro.Joseph R. Lam
bert,· and many other brethren, at the Quar
terly. Conference, held at Springerton, 
Wh

0

ite County, Ills. Since conference I 
lrnve been assisting brother Lambert in his 
series of meetings at Springerton. I re
turn north to labor at Bush Creek and vi
cinity the first of the week, agreeably to 
instructions of brethren Lambert and Hil
liard. I still feel to rejoice in the work. 

Yours in gospel bonds, E. BENEDICK. 

DETROIT, Becker Co., J\Iinn., 
Jan. 18th, 1876. 

B1'. Joseph Smith:-The good Lord is yet 
with us in this part of the vineyard. I 
have just returned home from a four week's 
trip, sixty miles distance; visited three dif
ferent localities; preached several times; 
called the people together week day even
ings as well as Sabbath and evening; had 
the privilege of talking to several people 
that never heard a Mormon preacher be
fore. I baptized two, and left some inves
tigating, and no doubt some more will be 
baptized on my return. I think much 
prejudice has been removed. I feel thank
ful for the promise in the revelation, "And 
behold I will give unto you favor and 
grace in their eyes, and I will soften the 
hearts of the people, from time to time, un
til my servants have had time to gather up 
the strength of my house."-D. & C. sec. 
102. I can see by the reports all over the 
country that prejudice is being very much 
allayed, statesmen and editors are looking 
more favorably upon this Latter Day 
Work; in fact, in a great many localities 
prejudice is so far removed that the press 

and people are speaking well of our El
ders; this is in fulfillment of the words 
above referred to, and the more their hearts 
are softened, the faster will the work ad
vance. 

I wish to bear my testimony to the pow
er of God being made ma.nifest in the last 
clays, as I am a witness. Upon the evening 
of December 29th, 1875, Sr. S-- was tak
en with pains in her head and extreme 
weakness throughout her system, and by 
the time I administered to her she was 
scarcely able to sit up, and her mind was 
nothing more than a child; she said after 
wards that she knew"when I laid my hands 
on her head, but knew nothing of what 
was said. Immediately after the laying on 
of hands she was restored to strength of 
mind and every pain was gone, a little 
weakness was all that rems,ined, for which 
I again administered. The next morning 
she was as well and strong as usual, and 
accompanied her husband and myself a. 
distance of twelve miles, with an ox team, 
where I was to labor a few days, preach
ing. On Jan. 4th, a Br. C. P-- was tak
with pleuritic pains, very severely. Four 
Elders, including myself; administered to 
him in about two hours after he was taken; 
he was relieved within five minutes from 
every pain; next morning was as well and 
as stout as ever. 

Br. T. Anderson was called by the Spirit 
to be ordained an Elder, and in the ordina
tion I stated that he was called that there 
might be more power of priesthood in that 
branch to battle against spirits of darkness 
and spirits that would attack the Saints in 
a manner to afflict by disease and pains of 
the body, and prnmised him that he should 
have power over the same. 

I am heartily glad to learn of the steps 
being taken towards the gathering. I hope 
the Saints throughout the lancr will be 
awake to this subject, and all Elders, when 
talking to the Saints should remember this, 
and thoroughly acquaint themselves and 
the people with the law that has been given 
for the establishing Zion. May the good' 
Lord help us to have our faces Zionward, 
and may we feel that it will be a blessing 
indeed to be "called by the Holy Spirit to 
go up unto Zion."-D. & C. sec. 72; for 
then we will be accounted worthy to stand 
and receive an inheritance. 

Your brother in Christ, M. SrrAVT •. 

8'i:. ,TosEPrr, Mo., 
January 19th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph:-Although you have not been 
much troubled with our correspondence, I 
hope you have not forgotten that there is. a 
littte branch here, one too, that often m 
faith and prayer remembers you and yours, 
some of them watching patiently for the 
indications oftheHemldmoving westward, 
until we can, in a few hours, by "rail 01' 
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river," spend an hour in the Herald office, 
or a Sabbath in the temple with those who 
have the good fortune to be in the home of 
the Saints. The old fire burns brighter as 
there is a prospect of our realizing that to 
"'patient faith the prize is sure." 

JI/fay the Lord speed it in the right direc
tion, then we will come to conference, in
deed we will. We have had a visit from 
Elder T. W. Smith and Sr. Smith, they 
stirred up the old embers in such a way as 
will not soon be forgotten ; we surely had 
a blessed time. They left us on Saturday, 
15th, I think, well satisfied with the result 
of their visit to St. Joseph. May the same 
Spirit be with them, and the same results 
follow their labors, is our prayer. 

yours ever, JOHN BUHLINGTON. 

0'l'T, Coos Co., Oregon, 
Jan. 7th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph Smitli:-I am away in the 
northwest corner of our part of the new 
world, storm bound and in poor health, but 
.strong in the faith ancl hope of Israel. For 
a while I thought I would have to lay my 
armor by, but even then I felt to rejoice; 
for severnl years ago, when I was sick, 
nigh unto death, I promised the Lord 
that if he would raise me up I would spend 
my days in advocating the principles of 
the gospel, the Lord answered my prayers 
at that time, and I set out to fulfill my 
covenant, and in my weakness I have 
preached the word ever since. And in my 
late sickness when I felt that I was almost 
ready to pass into the other world, I felt to 
xejoice that I had kept the faith, and I 
could almost imagine that I could hear, 
"Well done, thou good and faithful ser
vant," welcoming me to my new home. 

I am happy to say that my strength is 
returning, and even now I have got out an 
appointment for preaching next Sunday, 
and I believe the Lord will give me 
strength for the occasion. 

My zeal for the work was never greater. 
May the Lord give us all strength and wis
<lom to labor acceptably for the up build
ing of the kingdom of Christ, is my prayer. 
Love to all the Saints. Yours in bonds, 

J.C. CLAPP. 

DESOTO, \'Vashington Co., Neb., 
Jan. 29th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph:-For five or six years I have 
been as one silent in the kingdom of God. 
'This silence has not been occasioned by 
any doubt or uncertainty that existed in 
my mind relative to the truth of the princi
ples of that kingdom, but because I have 
been endeavoring to prepare myself that I 
might be enabled to devote more of my 
time to preaching; but it seems that the 
longer I have waited to become ready, the 
farther I have drifted from the object I had 
in view. So I have finally concluded to 

"about face," scrub up my old rusty sickle, 
which has been hanging idle so long, go 
into the harvest field and work for the 
Master's cause with a will, trusting all to 
Him. 

I have been preaching the greater part 
of the time for three weeks, in this district, 
and I must say that I never had greater 
liberty in speaking in my life. There 
has been quite an interest manifested in 
the different places where I have been 
preaching the word, and all seem anxious 
for me to return to them again, which I 
intend to do next week. Pray that I may 
be successful. Yours in Christ, 

TH01\fAS J. SllIITH. 

TENNESSEE, Ill., 
Jan. 14th, 1876. 

Dear Herald:-Br. J. H. Lake was here 
about two months ago and preached five 
discourses. It was expected he would be 
here the first of January; we have not 
heard from him since; but there is hardly 
a day passes that the question is not asked, 
"When is that preacher coming a.gain? 
He promised that he would come as soon 
as he could?" The Gentiles are anxiously 
waiting his return. Any traveling Elder 
will be gladly received by Amos Martin, at 
Tennessee Station, on the Burlington and 
Quincy Railroad; or at Hill's Grove Cross
ing, three miles below. Inquire for Nel
son Cosselman. We belong to the Pilot 
Grove Branch; twenty of us here, and 
thirty-one fifteen miles north of here; Br. 
Solomon Salisbury, president of branch. 

Yours, JOSEPH MORRILL. 

CHARITON, Iowa, 
. January 3rd, 1876. 

Brother Joseph:-I thought a few words 
from this part of the globe would not come 
amiss; as we ha ye good news from abroad, 
which is meat to us; and think probably 
the news we have may be tidings to others. 
Truly kind Saints, when we gaze upon the 
goodness of God, the Father, and the glory 
that awaits the faithful in Christ. Breth
ren we must tell you that we have had a 
pretty long siege with the enemy in this 
place; still I have endeavored in my weak. 
ness to stand to my post. Bro. McDiffit is 
laboring for the cause of the Master in the 
branch; and round about the branch as 
convenient. We can say that the work is 
onward in this place; though we have had 
some spiritual warfare to do, and we are 
trying to keep up the war yet. We have 
had two public debates; one with a Mr. 
Pulsifer, a Campbellite, and one with a :M:r. 
McMullen. Do you ask, How did you 
make it? 0, brethren, you know how the 
Mormons in general make it, "right side 
up;" at least, the people say so. Yes, may 
our little stone crush the image till 1he 
kingdom of Goel covers the earth, and the 
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kingdoms of this world become the king
dom of our God and his Christ. 

There has been eleven members baptized 
here since the work had begun and the Spir
it signified others on the road. We would 
say, to any of the brethren, passing this 
way, "Come over to J\IacedoniB" and help 
us," as we have got the enemy on the move; 
new and accepted reinforcements might do 
much good. 

Yours for truth, GEORGE SPEXOER. 

RED STO:NE, CloudCo., Kansas, 
Jan. 23d, 187G. 

Br. Joseph Smith:-I left my home at 
Buffalo Prairie, Mercer county, Illinois, on 
January 10th, to spend a few days with my 
sister and her family, who reside in this 
place. I arrived here on the 13th, and as 
there has never been any preaching here 
by our people, I asked permit to use the 
school house for that purpose, which Te
quest was granted, and I commenced my 
labors Tuesday evening, the 18th, and since 
that time I have been beset on every side, 
and have had to visit from house to house 
and preach all the time-had good liberty. 
I have had full houses every night, and the 
best of attention paid to the preaching of 
the word. I find that my congregations go 
home and take their Bibles and go to tell
ing their neighbors what I preached to 
them, and persuade them also to come and 
hear what the young man has to say. I 
shall have to close my labors to-night, as I 
am admonished that I must return home. 
I wish if there is an Elder in this part of 
Kansas that he could come and continue 
the work here. This place is situated on 
the stage road running from 'i:V aterville, 
JHarshall county, to Concordia, Cloud 
county, about eight miles from Concordia. 

' If anv Elder wishes to come to this field 
of labor, ho can find a home by inquiring 
for Jacob E. Bean, Thomas :McHenry, or 
John Jackman. Your brother in Christ, 

DAVID s. HOLJ\IES. 

SOUTH BEKD, Cass Co., Neb. 
Jan. 18th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-Bro. R. C. Elvin was w:th 
us from the tenth to the fourteenth, and 
was gladly received by all the Saints. He 
preached eleven times, in which preaching 
all the Saints were blest; he also left a 
good impression with those of the world. 
The prospect is good for an increase here; 
them is some who are seeking to know the 
truth. I can trnly say that 'I am greatly 
blest in m·ery effort I make to sow the 
good seed, the gospel of my Master. .Bro. 
Elvin left us on Friday, the 14th inst., west
·\Yard bound; ma.v tho Lord bless him in 
discharging his cli.1ties is my prayer. The 
question is asked, "VVhen is Bro. Elvin 
coming- again;" they want to hear more of 
that kind of preaching. I hope that some 

good Elde1· will come and labor with us 
here; we will do all wo can to help the'n 
along. On the night of the 12th, while Br. 
Elvin was here, the school teacher looked 
the house on us; but a young man by the 
name of J'IIcKay looked him up and rnade 
him give up the key. l\fay the I,ord bless 
the honest in heart is the prayer of yours 
in the everlasting covenant, 

ISAAC l\T. ROBERTS. 

PAWTUCKET, R. I., 
J au. 11th, 1876. 

Br. Josepl1:-I do not see much of any
thing in the Hemlcl about the Providence 
Branch. Now when I read about the great 
good that is being clone elsewhere, 1: do 
wish that some of our good brothers would 
come this way, and, with the help of God, 
arouse all that are asleep. 'l'here are 
many faithful ones here, firm in the right, 
willing to make any sacrifice for the good 
of the cause; but who feel the need of 
some wide awake brother to set things 
right. I, for one, long fo1· the time to come 
when we shall see Jesus face to face, and 
enjoy his blessed presence forever. 

One thing that I think will please the 
friends of Br. Wm. Bradbury is, the tenth 
was his birthday; and a number of 'his 
friends, including a number of Saints, 
went to his house, carrying tokens of love 
and friendship. He was taken by surprise; 
but made some beautiful as well as appro .. 
priate remarks, as also did Br. Holt and 
Br. Frank Sheehy. We then partook of a. 
bountiful repast, sang the hymns of Zion, 
asked the blessing of om heavenly FatheT, 
and parted in Jove and peace and faith. 

Your sister in Christ, A. HOLT. 

JlirLLERSBuRG, Ill., 
Jan. 8th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph:-Nothing is more welcome 
to the truly interested Saint than the glad 
tidings of the onward rolling of the cai1se. 
Hovv I love to read, "One, two, six, or 
eight wero baptized." Talent is what the 
cause wants, and tlrnt judiciously used. 
When any thing of an encouraging nature 
occurs, those acquainted therewith should 
make the same known to the readers of the 
Hemld. The Saints at this place me most
ly on tlle forward marcli. The truth is be·
ing declared, and one more precious soul 
has yielded obedience,-one, too, who 
promises to be a very exemplary man, and 
an efficient local laborer. He was baptized 
on New Year. How car~ful the Saints 
should walk, that they thrnw no block of 
stumbling in the way of any. 0 that Saints 
could be brought to realize the importance 
of their calling, and the great responsibil
ity that rests on their shoulders. "If the 
scilt h11th lost H.s savor, \Yher8'with shall the 
ear!h he salted." 0 ve Saints beware. lest 
we be found guilty of some man's blood. 
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\'Ye anticipate erecting a church here next I 
summer, which will greatly aid in the 
spread of the cause. Br. James Vernon is I 
traveling through the country getting sub-
10cribers, and is meeting with good success; 
why should he not, for it is a good man 
working for a goocl cause. The success 
will be attributed (nuder God) to his inde
fatigable labors. Yours for truth, 

J. J'IL TERRY. 

SYRACUS~J, :M:eigs Co., 0., 
Jan. 24, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-In my last letter to you, I 
Baid I had baptized one. Ten days ago 
Bro. W. T. Jones and myself paid the peo
ple another visit in the country. On my 
arriving at Lebanon I. learned that the 
J\/iethodist exhorter hacl been there from Old 
Town, four miles from Lebanon, is Bush 
by name. The principal part of his talk 
was about myself. He said to the 
poople "shut him out of your house, shut 
Jiim out, his doctrine is the doctrine of the 
devil." He was the cause of two churches 
])eing shut against us at Old Town. I had 
the pleasure of baptizing four more in that 
p1!1ce, making five in all, three of them 
:Methodist, one a Catholic and the othe1· of' 
l10 order of religion. Others said to me, 
"I'll obey when you come back." 

The latter day work is making about as 
>'mch of a stir among the peon le as John 
]\!forgan dicl when he came thi·oue:h here. 
I to preach at Portland on~Sunclay 

Yours ever in the one faith, 
J.C. Foss. 

LAGRACIOSA, Cal., 
Dec. 13th, 1875. 

E!'o. Joseph:-To read the letters from 
the brotherhood out on duty, is a source of 
pleasure to me; for their efforts and suc
cess awakens an interest tlrnt brings a joy 
rmcl burning upon my heart, that I love to 
cherish. And thinking the feeble efforts of 
a well wisher to the cause of Zion may 
prove cherishing to some co-laborers, I 
make a brief statement of my whereabouts 
nnd efforts. Sent by the October Confer
ence to Santa Barbara sub-district, I came 
to this place, where Brn. Joseph Burton 
and RR Dana had been successful in rear
ing a small branch last spring; an cl from 
here to Santa :Maria and Gaudaloupe. 
l''irst the congregation ·was fair and atten
tive, but it dwindled out without any inter
est, (tangible), manifested. The only rea
son that I can account for it is, that the 
teachers of three other denominations are 
·very busy as well as those who do not pro
fess anything, yet know all about them 
")formons." It being my first mission, 
nncl alone, many of your Herald readers 
can understand my feelings, fears ancl con
facts, better than I can describe them, were 
I to attempt it. But one thing I can say, 

ancl hope I do with gratitude acceptable, 
that the very time I needed the help of 
some one greater than the arm of flesh, God 
was ready and did veri(y his promise; i.e., 
a ready help in every time of need. Al
though my efforts seem to be fruitless, as 
to any good to others, yet I feel the exper
ience to be profitable to myself, and hope 
to profit or heed the lessons of each clay 
that I may grow in ·wisdom and under
standing, sufficient to become a useful. in
strument in the hands of Goel for good, the 
rest of my life. I desire for nothing great
er than to spend and be spent in the Mas
ter's cause; for my candid conviction is, 
that a servant of Goel should not be a ser
vant of anything else; and if my convic. 
tions are correct, I pray for faith to carry 
them out. Our heavenly Father has shown 
his power and goodness through the ad
ministrations of your humble writer. All 
praise to His name. · 

I feel like relating a short dream I had 
quite recently, in ')nswer to prayer. I 
dreamed the clay was drawing to a close, 
and as I did not know of anything done to 
go to my credit for that day, I took some 
grain ancl put it in a feed box seemingly to 
be for feeding chickens in, but I put it 
there for some crows that were hanging 
round; they came and ate, ancl while there, 
I noticed some chickens too, but all were 
shy alike; presently all left an cl I saw that 
some of the crows were spotted. But none 
of the partakers were tame enough to 
catch. 

I awoke to understand my position. 
And now I propose going some where else .. 
Thanking all the Saints for their kindness 
shown unto me. Through the kindness of 
Bro. N. VI. Best I had a conveyance part 
of the time in getting from place to place. 
I ask the prayers of the strong for the 
weak, and for this little branch at LaGracL 
oss,; they are few in number ancl young in 
the faith, and need what cannot be founcl 
in the world-Babylon-to make them 
strong. I also feel to remember the kincl 
hands in Santa Maria and Gaudaloupe that 
provided for my necessities; :Mr. FoiTest 
and family, and J\!Ir. Austin and family. 
May Goel smile upon them more propi
tiously and give them strength to embrace 
what they already believe to be the best 
truths they ever heard. More anon. Yours 
in Christ, GEO. N. DAVISON. 

ScGAH GROVE, Mason Co., Mich., 
Jan. 3rd, 1875. 

Bro. Joseph:-I thought I would write 
you a few lines to let you know that we 
(Sherman Branch) and people are getting 
along as well as we can expect, the Saints 
as a general thing feel pretty well and 

l 
seem to enjoy themselves. \Ve have preach. 
ing meeting, generally every Sunday, some
times once in two weeks, held by Br. Shel-
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ley. We feel that the Lord blesses us in a 
great measure in different ways. We hope 
and pray to the Lord as a people for the 
redemption of Zion. We feel it our duty 
to do what we can; we live in a hard 
country and it is hard times with us; we 
have nothing only what we work for, as a 
general thing we feel as though it was our 
cluty to do something toward the cause in 
the upbuilding of Zion. I consider that it 
takes means, labor and money, to forward 
the work of the Lord and the upbuilding 
of Zion. We feel that we owe our work and 
service to the Lord; I feel an interest in 
the redemption of Zion, and want to do 
what little I can toward it. I think that if 
all the Saints would take into considera
tion the duty they owe to Christ, in doing 
all they can toward helping to establish 
His people in the land of Zion, if it was 
not but a little, from $1.00 to $2.00 or 
$5.00; whatever we can give, I feel that we 
should not be the loser, and we should get 
along just as well hereafter, and it would 
also give us an interest in Zion. Let us 
read the Book of Covenants, 102 sec., 1-6 
nar.; also we want to notice the 66 sec., 
l-3 par.; and there we will see the bless
ings promised to those who are faithful to 
the commandments. I hope the Saints 
will consider the duty devolving upon 
them. 

I remain your brother in tlte love and 
fear of the ]faster, JAMES DROWN. 

CARROLTON, Carroll Co., Mo., 
Jan. 29th, 1876. 

Br. Josep.h:-Since I wrote to you from 
:Jiiami Station, myself and Br. Curtis have 
been laboring in that vicinity, preaching 
almost every night, and twice during Sun
day, (when circumstances would permit), 
and during our labors, and as a reward for 
the same, the Lord gave us his Spirit to 
guide us, and we had the privilege of bap
tizing twenty-one into the Kingdom of Goel, 
all adults. We are now on our way to our 
quarterly conference, after which we expect 
to return to our field of labor. Yours in 
gospel bonds, A. J. CATO. 

St. Louis Distdct. 
The above conference was held in St. 

Louis, December 5 and G. 1875. W. W. 
Blair presiding, and T. R. Allen, cierk. 
Brn. May and Walker were chosen Deacons. 

James Whitehead, James Anderson and 
Wm. Gittins were appointed a committee on 
resolutions. 

Brn. Sam'l Perks, John Beard and W.W. 
Bbir. each addressed the conference. 

2 p cl - PrP.'. Blnir made some suitable 
remarks on the irr1r10rtance of tile sacra-

ment. ~ ·~ l\Iany testified to the divinity 
of the latter day work, and the gifts of the 
Spirit were manifested, and a glorious com
munion season was enjoyed. 

The committee on resolutions offered the 
following, which was adopted: Be it re
solved that we recommend Br. Richard D. 
Cottam to Bishop I. L. Rogers for appoint
ment to the office of Bishop's Agent for the 
District of St. Louis, and that we recom
mend him to the High Council of the Church 
for ordination to the office of Bishop. 

The committee was discharged. 
Evening meeting.-After a little local 

business, Pres. Blair delivered a lengthy 
and very instructive lecture, to a hall full of 
people, on the difference between the doc
trine of Utah i\Iormons and the true faith 
of the Saints, set forth in the Bible, Book 
of Mormon and Book of Covenants. 

Branch reports.-St. Louis, Bellville, 
Gravois, Alton, Cheltenham, Coon Creek 
and Caseyville Branches reported. Alma. 
and Whearso branches not reported. It 
was resolved that Caseyville Branch be ac
cepted, it having been reorganized during 
the quarter, principally by the labors of 
Brn. Hazzledine and Reese. 

The brethren present reported their la
bors, which were accepted. 

Resolved that Jas. Whitehead and Abra
ham Reese be sustained as vice presidents 
of St. Louis District Conference. 

Resolved that W. H. Hazzledine A. Vi". 
Reese and J. X. Allen be a committee of 
appointments for the labors of the brethren. 

The quorums of the Church were sus
tained in righteousness. 

Adjourned, to meet in St. Louis on the 
first Sunday and Monday in March, 1876. 

Presidents and clerks of branches in the 
St. Louis District are requested to see that 
their branches are reported to next confer
ence. 

Des Moines District. 
The above conference convened at New

ton, Iowa, December 3, 4, 1875. A. White, 
chosen to )}reside; John Sayer, clerk, as
sisted by T. E. Lloyd. 

Branch reports.-Des l\Ioines: 54 mem
bers; 2 baptized, 3 received by vote, 2 re
moved. Independence: 40 members; 2 bap
tized, 2 removed. Newton: 42 members; 
2 baptized, 1 received on original member
ship. Des Moines Valley: 21 members; 4 
baptized, 2 removed. Pleasant Grove not 
reported. 

Elders' reports: .John Watkins, by letter, 
had baptized 4: Geo. Walker baptized 2: 
John X. Davis, Bartley Meyer, J. Sayer, 
N. Stamm, Isaac N. White, baptized 5, T. 
E. Lloyd and Alfred White, reported. 
Priests E. Bat.ty, T. R Whiie, S. Russell, 
and Deacon F. W. Barbee reported. 
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Unfinished business.-Br. A. Wbite re
ported his inability to attend to the adjust
ing of the Pleasant Grove Branch affairs, 
during the quarter just ended. 

Resolved that the District President be 
-00ntinued in the adjustment of the affairs in 
the Pleasant Grove Branch. 

7 P.M.-Preaching by J. X. Davis and N. 
Stamm. 

Sunday, 9 A.M.-Elder l\L N. Eastman re
ported. 

The aulhorities of the Church were sus
tained. Alfred White and John Sayer were 
sustained as president and clerk of the dis
trict. 

Resolved that we are in favor of the Her
ald being published weekly, and that it re
tain its present form. 

11 A.~r.-Preaching by T. E. Lloyd. 
2:30 P.N.-Sacn1ment and fellowship 

:meeting. The good spirit prevailed. 
6:30 P.~r.-Preachiug by I. N. White. 
Resolutions were passed, creating a local 

"Elder's Fund," appointing a treasurer and 
directing branch presidents to look to the 
001lection of monies for said fund. J. X. 
IJ;tvis was appointed treasurer. 

Renort of committee on two-days' meet
ings received and committee discharged. 

:Resolved that I. N. White have charge of 
the two-clays' meetings. That the local el
ders labor under the direction of their 
·branch presidents. That I. N. White be 
continued in his present field of labor. 
Elder Wm. C. Nirk reported; baptized one. 
"idjourned to meet at Des Moines, 11t 3: 30 

J'. M, l\Iarch 4, 1876. 

Nauvoo and String Prairie District. 
The above conference convened at Mont

rose, Lee Co., Iowa, on the 4th and 5th of 
December 1875. J'. H. Lake chosen to pre
side; S. Ferris, clerk. 

Branch reports.-Elvaston: 17 members; 
no change. Farmington: 45 members; 5 
received by letter and 2 by vote. Burling
Hm: 34 members; no change. Keokuk: 
'81 members; iao change. 

Elders' Reports: J11mes McKiernan, C. 
:1~. Meulze and D. D. Babcock reported. 
Br. J. H. Lake had reported the District at 
'he Semi-Annual Conference ; his labors 
were reported through the Herald. 

A letter from B. F. Durfee was read. stat
ing he had taken an appeal, and wish.ed all 
ihe papers belonging to his c11se sent up to 
the April Conference. Resolved tho,t it be 
faid on the table till miscellaneous business 
-comes up. 

In the case of B. F. Durfee wishing all 
the papers sent up to the Church Recorder: 
Resolved that a true copy be sent up before 
April, 1876. 

A letter from Br. Hail, of String Prairie 
Branch was read, wishing his case to have 

a rehearing at this conference as he consid
ered he was wrongfully dealt with. 

B.esolved that a committee of three be 
appointed to investigate Br. Hall's case. 

Brn. Meutze, Babcock and Ferris were 
appointed said committee. 

Rock Creek Branch reported 27 members; 
no change. 

String Prairie Branch report rejected. 
Afternoon Session.-The committee on Br. 

Hall's case reported as follows: 
"Committee appointed to investigate the 

case of Ilr. Hall met according to appoint
ment, opened with prs.yer by Br. Babcock, 
and there being no case presented, in con. 
sequence of defendant having no witnesses, 
we, your committee, recommend that the 
m11tter be laid over until next quarterly con
ference. Signed-Charles J. Meutze, D. D. 
Babcock, Samuel Ferris." 

'l.'he committee was continued until next 
conference. 

Resolved that this conference sustain 
Brn. Meutze, Babcock and McKiernan in 
their respective fields o.f labor, for the next 
three months. 

Two-day's meeting a,t String Prairie, the 
last Saturday and Sunday in February. 

Resolved that when this conference ad
journs it does so to meet in Farmington, on 
the first Saturday and Sunday in March, 
1876. 

Br. J. H. Lake was sustained as Presi
dent of the District for the next three 
months, and Samuel Ferris as Clerk. 

Resolved that we sustain the spiritual 
authorities of the Church in righteousness. 

Official reprcsentation.-Apostle 1. of the 
Seventy 1, Elders 8, Priests 1, Teachers 3, 
Deacon 1. 

Report of Bishop's Agent, for the String 
Prairie and Nauvoo District.-Amount on 
hand fast report, June 1, 1875. $25 77; re
ceived since $10; paid ont $21 25; bal
ance on hand, December 4, 1875, $14.52. 
J. W. Newberry, Agent. 

Preaching at 7 p.m. Informal council 
held Monday morning at !l o'clock. 

Decatur District. 
The above conference convened at 2 

o'clock P.M., on Friday, December 10, 1875. 
Resolved that we consider Br. A. W. 

Moffit president of the conference by virtue 
of his office, while he remains president of 
the district. E. Robinson, sec. pro. tem. 

Saturday, llth.-Branch reports.-La
moni: 159 members, baptized 3, received 
by letter 2, by vote 1. Little River: 81 
members; expelled 1, died 1. 

Officers present: 1 High Priest, 13,Elders, 
4 Priests, 2 Teachers. 

Eider's reports.-E. Robinson, A. J. 
Blodgett, C. E. Blodgett, A. J. Ames, W. 
N. Abhott, B. Alden, A. G. Weeks, A. J. 
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Green, Z. H. Gurley, (by letter), E. Stafford, 
A. W. ?.Ioffet, S. H. Gurley, (by)etter), G. 
Bird, Geo. Sweet, 0. J. Bailey and C. H. 
Jones reported. Priests J. F. Green and 
S. J. Madden alao reported. 

Afternoon.-Bishop's Agent reported. 
Resolved that a subscription paper be 

circulated among the branches of this dis
trict, for all to pay what they feel able and 
willing, for the poor, and hand the amount 
to the Bishop's Agent at the ensuing quar
terly conference. 

Resolved that each of the several branch
es comprising this district send tothe ensu
ing district conference a record of all their 
members, with the the items of birth, bap
tism, &c., appended to each name, so that 
our record may be kept in the form requir
ed by the General Church Recorder, so that 
both records may be in harmony, one a per
fect transcript of the other. 

Whereas the several members of ihe 
Church belonging to the Lamoni Branch, re
siding at Davis City, have sought and ob
tained permission from the Lamoni Branch, 
to be o!'ganized into a separate branch : 
they do hereby petition conference to ap
point the proper authority to attend to said 
organization at as early a day as practica
ble. 

On motion, the President of the District 
was authorized to organise the 9,bove mem
bers-as well as those of the Little River 
Branch-into a branch, with the privilege 
of calling on whom he may deem proper to 
aid him in the work. 

It was moved that the president, after or
ganizing said branch, shall furnish to the 
clerks of the two branches from which they 
came, a list of their names. 

Brn. E. Robinson and A. J. Blodgett ad· 
ministered to the sick and healing power by 
God's mercy given unto those officiating. 
Prophecy, tongues and interpretations gave 
instruction, consolation and peace to the 
hearts of the Saints. Truly our God is 
good. His word never faileth. 

Sunday morning -The house was filled 
to overflowing and a large number who 
could not get in the house were standing 
outside. Preaching by Brn. E. Stafford 
and S. H. Gurley. 

Afternoon.-Four were baptized by Br. A. 
W. Moffet. A social meeting was held, and 
the gifts were again given, and the Spirit 
rested with power upon Brn. E. Robinson, 
A. W. Jliloffet, Geo. Sweet and E. Stafford in 
confirming those baptized. 

Evening.-A prayer and testimony meet
in" Throughout the entire conference our 
he';;,'venly Father's promise was verified, that 
of being with His children who meet in his 
name, and our hearts praise him for his 
great g'oodn~ss and mercy. . 

~-ldiourned to rnePt at Davis City, at 1 
p l1I ,'J-Iarch 10) 187!3. 

Sonthem Indiana District. 
Conference convened at Union Chapel, 

Ripley Co., Indiana, December 11th, 1875, 
at 10:30 A.r.r. Harbert Scott, president; J. 
S. Constance, secretary. 

Visiting brethren were requested to take 
part. 

Branch Reports.-Olive, 13 members ; 1 
received by baptism. Eden, no change; 
Union, 33 members, 1 received by baptism. 
New Trenton, no change; Pleasant Ridge, 
30 members, 2 received by baptism, 1 dis
fellowshiped ; Low Gap, not reported. 

Elders' Reports.-David Scott reported 
by letter, and B. V. Springer, S. Rector, H. 
C. Smith, M. R. Scott, M. T. Short, C. Scott, 
and Harbert Scott reported in person. 

B. V. Springer had baptized 1, and held 
a discussion of ten nigh ts with a Methodist 
minister. Ill health had interferred with 
H. C. Smith's labors, he had baptized 1, 
and delivered a course of lectures on foe 
Book of Mormon. C. Scott had preached, 
and baptized 3. Priests J. S. Christie and 
James Chappelow reported. 

Resolved that C. Scott be appointed a 
general mission in the district, to labor as 
the Spirit may direct. 

The spiritual authorities of the Chm·ch 
were sustained. 

That when this conference adjourns, it 
does so to meet at Eden, Ind., March 11th, 
at 10:30 A.nr. [This date is changed by or
der of president of district to March 25th, 
owing to the discussion on the 6th. ]-ED. 

Evening.-Preaching by H. V. Springer. 
Sunday, 12th, morning, preaching by 

Ifarbert Scott. 
Evening, preaching by Columbus Scott. 
13th.-Sacrament and testimony meeting. 

A good degree of the Spirit was enjoyed; 
the Saints were comforted, strengthened, 
and encouraged. 

Resolved that hereafter all "Elders and 
Priests present written reports"' to the Con· 
ferences. 

That we recommend Br. Samuel Rector 
to Bishop I. L. Rogers as a fit person for 
his agent in this district. 

Twelve officers present. 

Eastern Maine and Nova Scotia. 
Conference convened in the i\!Iay Branch, 

December 11th, 18i5, George Eaton presid
ing and Samuel 0. Foss clerk. 

Branch Reports.-Mason's Bay 34 mem
bers; liiay 35 members, 2 died, 3 children 
blessed; Olive 27 members; Pleasant River 
20 members; Kennebeck and Union not re-
ported. _ 

Elder's Reports.-J. D. Steel, A. D. l\Jc
Caleb, E. C. Foss, B. K. Rogers, S. 0. Foss, 
S. S. Eaton, III. Holland and G. W. Eaton 
reported. Priest's Repo1·!8: A. Ta.bout 11nd 
A. Kelley reported. 
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All officers in the district to labor under 
their present licences. E. C. J<'oss was sus
tained as president and ;secretary of the 
district for the next three months. 

Evening was devoted to preaching. 
Sunday morning and afternoon preaching 

by G. W. Eaton. Testimony meeting in the 
evening,-an enjoyable time was had; the 
sacrament was administered. 

The spiritual authorities were sustained· 
Adjourned to meet at Mason's Bay, March 

11th and 12th, 1876. 

An objection was raised to the Brush 
Creek report, and Brn. Blair, Lambert and 
Benedick were appointed a committee to· 
enquire into the cause of the objection. 

Tunnel Hill : not reported. 
Presiding Elders' reports.-I. A. Morris,. 

of Brush Creek, B. F. Thomas, of Dry Fork, 
and Brn. Jones and Benedick reported. 

Committee on Brush Creek report, re
ported that, on examination, it appears that 
the officers of the branch only wanted time 
to regulate existing difficulties, and the 
committee recommend that the matter be 
left with the branch. Report was received 

North-Eastern Wisconsin District. and committee discharged. 
The above conference met at the Saints' B. S. Jones, Bishop's Agent, reported. 

2\Ieeting House in Outagamie Co., on the Resolved that all persons paying tithing· 
11th day of December, 1875. Wm. Savage, or freewill offerings, pay the same to the 
president pro tem. Bishop's Agent, taking his receipt for the 

Elders' reports.-Wm. Savage had done same. 
all he could in the spread of the gospel; had That the president and Joseph Lambert 
baptized four. J. M. Wait had helped to appoint Elders' missions. 
organized a branch, had good liberty in Evening.-Br. Lambert addressed the au-
preaching the word. P. Harris had not dience from Ps. 19 : 7. 
done much preaching outside of the branch; , Sunday, 10 A.M.-Met for prayer meet
had baptized two. P. O. Cornell, Priest, ing; after which Br. Blair addressed r, 
reported having tried to discharge his du- large and attentive audience. 
ties. Evening session.-The sacrament was ad-

2:30 P.M.-Resolved. that Hiram Kinney ministered by J. R. Lambert and I. A. 
and wife, Eunice Franklin, Henry Kinney, Morris. 
Wm. Strope and wife, Julian Woodward and 6:30 P.i\r.-Preaching by W. W. Blair. 
Lydia Strope be notified to appear at our The authorities of the Church were sus-
next conference, to answer to charges that tained. 
may be preferred against them. Adjourned to meet on or before the full 

That the building committee be released moon in March, (4 and 5), 1876, at the Mil
and a committee of three be appointed to iner House. 
attend to the meeting-house business. 

7 P.u.-Prayer and testimony meeting. 
10:80 A.M.-Preaching by Wm. Savage. 
2:30 P.M.-Preaching by Ezra Hayden, 

Priest, followed by Wm. Savage, after which 
the sacrament was administered. 

7 P.M.-Resolved that the committee of 
three to attend to the meeting-house busi
ness be P. 0. Cornell, Nathan Nye and 
Emery Downey. 

That Br. Ezm Hayden be ordained to the 
office of an Elder. Brn. J. M. Wait and P. 
Harris officiated. 

Adjourned to meet again at this place on 
the 11th and 12th of March, 1876. 

South-Eastern Illinois District. 
The above conference convened at Spring

erton, White Co., Illinois, December 11, 
1875. G. H. Hilliard, president; I. A. 
Morris, clerk. 

Brn. Blail', Lambert and Benedick were 
invited to ta.ke part in the deliberations. 

Branch reports.-Dry ]fork, 28 members, 
4 died. Brush Creek, GI members; I. A. 
:\Iorris president. Elm River, 8 members; 
2 remov~d. Little Wabash, not reported. 
Deer Creek, l /' mcmbern, 1 baptized. Spring-
erton, 38 members removed. 

Little Sioux District. 
Conference convened at Magnolia, Har. 

rison Co., Iowa, Dec. 11th, 1875, at 11 A.M, 
J. C. Crabb, president; Donald Maule. 
clerk. 

Elders' Reports.-C. Downs had pre:;ich
ed twenty-five times; J. l\L Harvey had 
preached in the Magnolia Branch; P. L. 
Stevenson had preached in company with 
Benjamin Kester first three months; the 
last three, circumstances had prevented him 
from laboring out of the Little Sioux 
Branch. Henry Garner had preached some 
since last conference; Benjamin Kester, 
(priest) had preached in the iUagnolia 
Branch, and made one reply to Brighamite 
preachers; James Caffall had preached in 
Six Mile Grove within the last three months: 
Davis H. Bays had preached at several dif
ferent places, baptized 4. confirmed 3, bles
sed 5 or 6 children; P. C. Kemish had 
preached 8 or 10 times in the Unionburgh 
Branch, and labored as branch Teach er; 
George Montague had preached every Sun
day but three since last Conference. 

2:30 P.M.-Br. P. Cadwell reported the 
spiritual condition of the Magnolia Branch. 
good as far as he knew, had baptized 5; J .. 
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Putney said Spring Valley Branch was very 
much scattered, held regular meetings; P. 
L. Stevenson said Litt.le Sioux Branch was 
as last reported; T. Carrico reported. 

Br. David Chambers invited to take part 
in this conference. 

Committee on liquidating the indebted
ness of the Little Sioux meeting house re
ported. 

Br. P. Cadwell as a committee of one re
ported all in the faith as far as visited. 

On motion, the case of Br. Gilbert Cox 
was considered, and on motion, a commit
tee of three was appointed to investigate 
and report this evening. Brn. J. Putney, 
.J. JH. Harvey and Geo. Montague forming 
said committ@e. 

Branch reports.-Little Sioux, 105 mem
bers, 9 baptized, 3 received by letter, 1 re
moved by lette1·, 2 died. l\fagnolia, 85 mem-
1)ers, 5 baptized, 1 received by vote. Union
burg, 36 members. Other branches not re
ported. 

Bishop D. M. Gamet was requested to 
receive and disburse tithes and offerings 
within the district until the boundary of his 
jurisdiction is regulated by proper authority. 

6:30 P.M.-Preaching by Br. Jas. Caffall. 
Your committee in the case of Br. Gilbert 

Cox would respectfully report : we find 
tha.t he ws,s tried and found guilty of viola
tion of the law of God, and was silenced by 
legal authority as an Elder, and we recom
mend that this conference sustain that de
cision; and we further recommend that a 
committee of three be appointed t.o labor 
with him; and, if necessary, prefer clrn.rg
es against him and cile him to the next 
qun,rterly conference for trial. 

Report adopted, and Brn. J. M. Harvey, 
Donald Maule and Henry Garner appointed 
as a committee to visit Br. Cox and report. 

Sunday 10 A.M.-A short time was de
voted to prayer and testimony. 

11 o'clock.-Funeral discourse by Br. 
D. H. Bays. 

2:30 P.Thr.-Sacrament and testimony meet
ing, in which the Saints had a season of 
-rejoicing. 

6:30 P.M.-Preaching by James Caffall. 
Monday, 9:30 A.M.-Resolved that the 

presiding officer of the district be sustained 
'by our faith and prayers as traveling min
ister of the district. 

That we sustain the spiritual authorities 
-0f the Church in righteousness by our faith 
und prayers. ' 

1 r.nr.-The presiding officer of the dis
frict and presidents of branches were re
'C[uested to cooperate with Bishop D. M. 
Gamet in collecting tithing and freewill 
offerings. 

The president of the district was request
ed to devote his time in the field for the 
next three months in preaching the word. 

Resolved that we request the General. 

Conference to extend the limits of the Little 
Sioux District as far north as the north line 
of the State of Iowa, including the west 
tier of counties on the state line north of 
Harrison county, Iowa. 

Report of Building committee of Saints' 
Meeting House in Magnolia, reported $56-
25 collected and paid over to J. M. Harvey, 
within the last three months. Report re
ceived and committee continued. 

Adjourned to meet at Union burgh, March 
4th, 1876, at 10:30 A.M. 

"WHAT A MAN SOWETH THAT SHALL HE ALSO REAP" 

"Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the fath~ 
er, so also the soul of the son is mine= the soul that 
sinneth, it shall die. "-Ezek. 18: 4. 

The soul that sinneth, that soul shall die, 
Is what the prophet said; 

The righteous, God will justify, 
He is their living head ; 

Then in the Lord we will rejoice, 
His law our guide, and He our choice, 

The Lord doth love the faithful soul, 
\Vho will his word obey; 

The things of God, to them unfold, 
In this the latter day. 

Then let us trust in Jesus' name; 
'J~hat better part strive to obtain. 

Brethren1 I may have a godly sire, 
And be myself condemned; 

J\fay dwell beneath Jehovah's ire, 
And have no Savior friend; 

My soul be lost, because that I 
'\'{ould not repent, but rather die. 

Or I, perchance, with Christ may reign, 
Because his law I love, 

~Iy soul be cleansed from sin's dark stain, 
And dwell with him above; 

\V~hilst he, my sire, may mourn and weep, 
Because God's law be \vould not keep. 

Then, if your teeth are set on edge, 
The fault must be your own; 

For "God is just," the prophet said, 
Men reap what they have sown; 

If to the flesh we so,\~ corruption, 
In harvest time we'll reap destruction. 

Cortland. Ill., Sep., 1875. W. R. CALHOON. 

Clmrch Library. 
The following books have been donated 

to the library by brother John Macauley of 
Wisconsin: The Knickerbocker Gallery; 
Map of Stansbury's Expedition; Travels 
and Adventures of Monsieur Violet; Life 
of George Washington; Crud en's Concord
ance; Roman Antiquities, 1830. 

JoHN Scorr, Librarian. 
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Indiana Conference Postponed. 
The Saints of the Southern Indiana Dis

trict are hereby notified that the quarterly 
conference for said district is deferred till 
l\larch 25th, instead of March 11th, 18i6, 
as reported in the minutes of' conference. 
This is done to give the Elders of the dis
trict a chance to attend the discussion be
tween Rev. W. B. F. Treat and Bro. l\fark 
I-L Forscutt, which is set to begin March 
9th, 18i6, at ten a.m., at a point near Leo
pold, Perry county, Indiana. 

HARBERT Scorr, Pres. of Dis. 

Quorum of Seventy. 
To THE l\lEMBERS OF THE QUORUM OJ! SEY

ENTY.-Dear Brethren in the Lord.-In order 
to be in readiness for the coming April An
nual Conference of 1876, we wish to hear 
from you prior to that time, and learn who 
are ready for missions; and if they have in 
view a choice of a field of labor, to thus 
designatetin their correspondence the parts 
or localities where they desire to labor. 

Also those in anticipation of shaping their 
temporal matters so as to be at liberty to 
labor in their calling during the coming 
summer, will please inform me of the same. 
Brethren, the harvest is at hand; who are 
ready for the field? 

C. G. LANPHEAR, President. 
SAXDWICH, Ill., Jan. 29, 1876. 

Conference Notices. 
The Quarterly Conference of the South

Eastern Ohio District convenes at Syra
cuse, Meigs county, Ohio, March 19th and 
20th, 1876. All are invited to attend. 

DAVID Tno11rAs, Pres. of District. 
SYRACUSE, Ohio, February 4, 1876. 

The Nevada District Quarterly Confer
ence, of the True Latter Day Saints will 
assemble at the Saints' Hall, in Franktow.n. 
Washoe county, Nevada, March 11th, at 2 
o'clock P.M., as per adjournment of the pre
vious conference. 

GEORGE SMITH, District President. 

The next quarterly conference of the Kew
anee District will be held at Canton, Fulton 
county, Illinois, on the first Saturday and 
Sunday in l\larch, 1876. 

H. C. BRONSON, Pres. of Dis. 

Information Wanted. 
Information wanted of the whereabouts 

of W. L. St aw. Address :.lfargaret (Turner) 
Staw, Newman's Grove, Madison county, 
Nebraska. 

Land for Sale. 
Mr. Hen"y T\"illi'1ms has ninety-two acres 

of good Lrnd in .Ja8per county, Missouri, 
t.bne mi'.·;~ ::·;;::b. w~~t o: J ~p1in1 w!:lich he 

offers to sell for one thousand dollars. Hugh 
Thompson, near the place, will give all ne
cessary information. Henry Williams' ad
dress is Ott, Coos county, Oregon. 

Notified to Appear. 
Sister Laura H. Baldwin, you are hereby 

notified to appear before a Court of Elders, 
at Manti, Fremont county, Iowa, on the first 
S&turday in March next, (4th), at one p.m., 
to answer the charge of leaving your hus
band without cause or provocation, and un
less you shall appear in person, or show by 
letter that you had good reason for leaving, 
investigation in the case will go on. 

J. T. KINNAMAN, President. 
J. J. KASTER, Clerk. 

l\IAXTI, Jan. 14/.1876. 

DIED. 
At Farmington, Iowa, December 24th, 

1875, Br. Richard A. Doty, aged 78 years, 
11 months, and 14 days. He united with 
the Church first in 1836, and with the Re
organization in 1860, Funeral sermon by 
Elder John H. Lake. 

At her residence, near Wellsville, Mo., 
Jan nary 10th, 1876, sister Margaret, wife 
of Elder John T. Philips, aged 58 years, 2 
months, and 13 days. She embraced the 
work at Myrther Tydfyll, Wales, in 1845, 
emigrated to Utah in 1852, joined the Reor
ganization in 1864. She died in the Lord. 

At Milan, Rock Island county, Illinois, 
December 3d, 1875, Eddie 0. B. son of Mr. 
John and sister Louisa Johnson, aged 3 
years, 11 months, and 3 days. 

Near Jeffersonville, Wayne county, Illi
nois, January 19th, 1876, Charles D., son of 
J. F. and C. M. Thomas, aged 8 months and 
19 days. 

At DeSoto, Washington county, Nebraska, 
January 13th, 1876, of lung disease. Alma, 
son of Br. George and the late Sr. Amanda 
Martin, aged 7 years, 11 months, 22 days. 

We will dry the tear of sorrow, 
And hush the sob of woe; 

For we will meet again to-morrow, 
\Vhere life's pure waters flow. 

At Council Bluffs, Iowa, May 1st, 1875, 
Margaret H .• wife of M. C. Bethers, and 
daughter of Bro. Richard and sister Eliz& 
Mansfield, aged 30 years, 11 months, and 
24 days. Her babe died July 17th. 

ADDRESSES. 
C. G. Lanphear, Box 205, Sandwhich, De 

Kalb Co., Illinois. 
Thomas W. Smith, care John Burlington, 

St. Joseph, l\lo. 
Peter Canavan, West Oakland, Alameda. 

county, Cal. 
A. Bishop, Stowarlsville, De Kaib Co,, l\Io. 
Alex. Fl. Smith, Nauvoo, Illinois. 
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News From Missouri. 
Elder Thos. W. Smith, one of the twelve 

<tpostles of the Re-organized Church of J esns 
Christ of Latter Day Saints was in our midst 
four days, and preached to very attentive 
audiences at the Court House and at Master's 
Hall. On Saturday night he made a power
ful plea in behalf of the branch of the' Chris
tian Church he represented. He was very 
severe on the apostasy from the true faith 
of the Salt Lake Mormons, culminating in 
the heinous practice of polygamy and other 
vices. He begged the audience not to con
found his people with those of Utah as there 
was no connection whatever between the 
two. Mr. Smith's sermons were couched in 
the choicest language and went far in re
moving some of the popular prejudices a
gainst this people.-Holt County Sentinel. 

The Remains of Prehistoric America. 
Several years ago considerable excitement 

was created in Fairmount, West Va., by the 
discovery of traces of an old Macadamized 
road extending along the right bank of the 
Monongahela, opposite that place. Recent
ly the government engineering party en
gaged in the survey of the Uppe1· Monon
gahela river, with the view of slack-water
ing that stream from Morgantown to Fair
mount, examined .the old road, and from the 
members of the party we learn that there 
can be no doubt but that this road furnishes 
another trace of the lost race that once dom
inated the continent long before the Indians 
<fame into possession. 

There are traces of the road for nearly 
eleven miles along the narrow strip of bot
tom land between the hills and the river, 
though at many points the river, having 
shifted its channel and cut into the hills, 
has entirely oblit.erated every evidence of 
it. Generally the road is covered by from 
two to five feet of alluvium, either deposited 
through the course of ages by the river 
iloods, or else by the slow washing of the 
hills skirting it. Its width is said to be 
fifteen feet. 

'rhe most curious feature about the ro&d 
is that the stone of which it is formed ap· 
pears invariably to have beeu burnt. When
ever the road shows itself in the cutting 
banks, it is marked by the black substratum 
of ashes. In depth the broken stone varies 
from six inches to eighteen inches, of irreg
ular fragments. 'l'he material employed 
appears to have been largely composed of 
bowlders of red sandstone, and the conject
ure is that they were broken after being 
made hot with water thrown upon them. 
There being few (if any) bowlders in the 
river or adjacent country, the query arises, 
where could the material have been obtained 
to make this road? 

At the crossings of the!streets there are 

no traces of bridge abutments or piers, which 
leads to the conclusion that the streams were 
crossed on wooden bridges. At many points 
the road is covered with trees over 150 years 
old, which makes it certain that it was con
structed long before the advent of the white 
man; and there are other circumstances 
surrounding the case which leads inevitably 
to the conclusion that it was made in those 
early ages when a semhcivilized people in
habited North America. No one acquainted 
with the habits of the American Indians 
would give them credit for constructing 
such a work of art as this.-Pittsburgh Com
mercial. 

IF it be true that Disraeli, in his purchase 
of the Suez Canal shares, has been acting 
in the interest.of the Jews and. under the 
impression that he is to be a leading instru
ment in bringing about their promised re
turn to Palestine, it may turn. out to. b.e a 
more judicious move than some at first were 
disposed to call it.-Globe Democrat, Jan. 
6th, 1876. . .. 

Unemployed Preachers. 
Here is an opportunity for missionary 

work. 
''At a recent meeting of the Niagara Pres

bytery, a committee appointed to prepare a 
paper on unemployed preachers, made some 
striking statements. •We have a surplus of 
five hundred ministers in the Presbyterian 
Church. Whether this is the result of an 
extraordinary spirit of consecration, un
usual educational facilities, or the pay; 
place, and perquisites of the office, we can-
not stop to inquire."' · 

If I were to choose the people with whom 
I would spend my hours of conversation, 
they should be certainly such as labored no 
further than to make themselves readily 
and clearly apprehended, and would have 
patience and curiosity to understand me., 
To have good sense and the ability to. ex
press it ai·e the most essential and necessary 
qualities in companions. When thoughts 
rise in us fit to utter among familiar friends, 
there needs but very little care in clothing 
them.-Steele. 
~Lool.: Here.-The small colored lab~! with 
~ your name printed on, shows the date to 
which your subscription is pttid. .15Febi;;i'5 me~ns 
that your He~ald subscriptiou will run out on the 15th 
day of February 1876. Renew subscription in time. 

THE TRUE LATTER DAY SAINTS' HERALD is'publjshed 
SEMI-MONTHLY, at Plano, Kendall Co., IllinoiS, -by, the 
Board of Publication of the Reorganized Chnrch of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and. is ed.ited by 
JOSEPH SMITH. ' Two DOLLARS per year. ' ',~ ' "' ' , -

AU remittances, orders, and- business c'o:n:in:iunica-
iions iutended for the office of publication,,must b.
directed to Joseph Smith, Box 50, Plano, Kendall Cb., 
Illinois. All sums over Five Dollars should be' seEt by 
Draft on Chicago, Post Office Order on Plano, by'.regis· 

. ~~~~~ ;::~~~~~~h ~!~~e:~e r:;;,km;;;1i:,c:::d~; i~ any 
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LATTER DAY S~AINTS' IIERALD© 
"HEARKEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD. FOR THERE SHALL NOT ANY MAN AMONG YOU RA Vlll SAV"JI. Iii BB 

ON.:I WIFE; AND CONCUBINES RE BHAl.L HAVE .NONJ?.."-Book of Mormon. 
t'WHEN TI:Ll!l RIGHTEO'US ARE IN AUTHORITY, TH.B PEOPLE REJOICE; NUT WEHN THE. WICKED BEARETH 

RULE, THE PEOPLE MOURN."-Prov. 29: 2. 

·vol. 23. PLANO, ILL., MARCH l, 1876. No.5. 

JEvoh11tion. him with the earth his mind brought 
The harmony of nature as viewed in him into connection with the upper 

my Preparation of the J~arth is the world-God's Spirit could reach down 
greatest conception that I ever obtained. to him. Man standing midway in cre-

Evolution is the true philosophy of ation, there are two ways of tracing out 
of the universe, and holds good in what his connections: one from the animal up
relates to man as to a~imals; to religion ward, the other from God downward. 
as to geology. The God who evolved The latter is God's method-the former 
the geological eras, is the same who the method of the scientists. The two 
spake through the prophets the remote methods as yet overlap_ and conflict, but 
changes that only long rnilleniums of will sometime, no matter when, meet 
years could bring about. He who in- and harmonize. The scientists are in
spired the prophets, understood the laws fallible in their recent methods. Give 
of evolution, and could calculate remote them room and let them work in the 
results just as the astronomer foretells / name of the God of truth, but; do not 
conjunctions to occur away in the far expect much of them. They are very 
off future. The prophetic periods are slow. They are working now at the 
short-trivial-compared with the geo- foundation of a dome that will reach in
dogical eras j He who watched and su- to heaven; but when will they have 
perintended those changes through in- built so high who build so slowly? 
'(lz.hlulable eras would likely have learned will confirm Moses after awhile, 
ito l'ead the to-morrow of time. Agazzis but has been dead more than 
·says the first fish was a prophecy of' man three thousand years. And so with Job. 
because it has man's st1:ucture. He who 'l'hey will at last confirm Christ, but will 
made it with its adaptations, and then be eighteen centuries behind the times. 
made a more perfect structure when the God's purposes cannot wait. His saints 
conditions permitted; doubtless had the must ]rnve a readier means of finding 
last changes in view, and man came in them out. 
pursuance of the earliest plan. This is I have said that when man was cre
the verdict of science.-Huxley sees in ated, God reached down to him by a new 
the atom of matter the promise and po- impulse. \Ve know it by his nature and 
ter.tiality of every form of life. Yes, in by analogy. He, like each other crea
this view of the unity of nature the mo- tion, was a link in the chain. This 
lecule is a prophecy. harmonizes with the doctrine of Scrip-

The greatest fact in nature was the ture that the gospel was preached to 
-creation of man. Adam. All this harmonizes with the 

God in nature was but law until the fact that the oldest human records 
creation of man. 31an overreached the contain prophesies. Man, as far back 
·previous limit, and by his spiritual nature as he ca,n be traced, had intercourse 
brought into action a different power and with his l'tfaker. The oldest prophecy 
higher law. While his body connected on record (excepting the prophecy of 

Whole No. 341. 
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Enoch and some contained in the New 
Translation) is, "J aphet shall dwell in 
the tents of Shem, and Ham shall be his 
servant." 

Thif< is a prophecy foreshadowing all 
the political changes in the world-the 
Roman and Grecian conquests, the dis
placement of the Hindoos by the Eng
lish, the displacement of the American 
Indians by Europeans, and the enslave
ment of the Africans. All these results 
have been natural consequences, just as 
the geological changes were, and like 
them were evolved. Where all the 
changes follow one law, the power caus
ing them must be one and the same. 
This makes the God of creation the God 
of the nations. 

Next, the promise to Abraham illus
trates this principle. It was repeated to 
Jacob that kings should come out of his 
loins. Again to David that Christ ac-

The greatest revolutions of Asia and' 
Africa have grown out of the faith and 
lineage of Abraham through Ishmael : 
and the greatest revolutions of Europe 
and America have resulted from the 
faith and lineage of Abraham through 
Jacob. Pending on these are the stu
pendous events -of tho future-the as
sembling of the outcasts, the crowning 
of Ephraim, the millenial reign, &c., &c. 
This is Evolution : and it has God in it. 
And as the unity of nature is admitted, 
God was, necessarily, in the earliest ev
olutions. This puts the savans on the· 
defensive. 

Darwinism is the a b c of science and' 
science is the a b c of truth. Science 
is the husks on which prodigals feed. 
The command is, "Seek first the king
dom." ·when its righteousness is estab
lished all things shall be added. 

S. F. W. 

cording to the fiesh should come of him. The Import of Faith. 
Levi, we are told, (Heb. 7 : 9), paid 
tithes in Abraham. Christ was evolved Faith, we are informed is the founda-
(according to the fiesh) out of Abraham. tion of all righteousness. This of course 

has reference to the true faith of our 
Joseph Smith out of Joseph of Egypt; Lord Jes us Christ. We have learned' 
and all these relations reaching from 
creation down into the remote future of many faiths that are in the world. 

r, k We who have obeyed the gospel of 
were _ore nown. Ch · · h 1 t ,, h d . . • , , , rrst m t ese as uays ave ma e our 

,Tudarnm was evo1veC1..(partiy at leas") choice according to our agency to act 
from the corrupted patnarchal system of for ourselves imd we have chosen the 
J1Jgyp·t: .Ohristi~n~t}'. was. evo!v~d fro~ I only faith on.' the ear.th that is acknowl
Juda1~m, and mrnolrng with Pa_gan sm- edged of God. 'Ve have proved and arc 
roun.dmgs became bu7dened with cor- proving by experience and patient and 
r:apt10ns. Protest::ntism was an evolu- diligent cultivation of this faith that of 
tion. E~ery ~romment reformer had a truth it is "the gospel of Christ the 
been a priest of Rome. power of God unto salvation to them 

The Latter Day Ch:1rch comes out who believe." For by doing according 
of all that went before it; comes when as we did believe in the first place we 
the condi~ions admi,t of it; ai::d when found by making a prayerful effort to 
the earth is prepared and the tm1es are observe the first requirements is, viz., to 
ripe. It seems to have come out of the repent of sin, and be baptized for the re
bcst of the Protestant sects. The Cath- mission of the same that we received 
olics tsive. it ~hat or!gin. It is connect- power to enable us td bear the cross for 
ed with its m1mediate predecessors by truth and endure the sneers of a corrunt 
many ties; but it is more : .It reaches world'. And in the next place we find, 
back to the apostles and Christ; to ~he and are finding as we travel on, that 
prophets and to Abraham; and spannmg power is given for every prayerful effort 
the flood, to Noah and Enoch and Ad- we make to abstain from evil to lay 
am j and further still to the council i_n aside every weight; to subdue e~ery im
~eaven before th~ v.:orld was made. ~h1s pure thought, practice or passion, and 
JS the fullness of t1:nes, when all thmgs overcome, or wean from, either at once or 
are to be gathered rn one. by degrees, every hurtful habit so as to not 
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1•be overcharged with drunkenness, sur
feiting and cares of this life, that the day 
of the Lord come not on us unawares, to 
enable us to stand and endure to the end, 

·to gain salvation according to the sure 
promise of Christ. To learn of J esuR to 
be meek and lowly of heart, to forgive 
all, to condemn none, be long suffering, 
kind, not seeking our own, thinking no 
evil, not offending in word, doing good 
to them who treat us ill, loving our en
emies by being faithful in testimony 
with hope to be instrumental to give 
them light, doing to all as we would be 
·<lone by, to gain a portion in the sweet 
bye and bye. 

'Then. dear brothers and sisters ofthe 
·true faith, let us labor to believe with 
all our might, let us be diligent to treas
•ure up in our minds; write and speak 
often to one another the many proofs 
there am that God lives, has all knowl
edge and power, is full of justice, mercy 
irnd love and truth, that the scriptures 
are true. These are the last days and 
this the gospel restored; a city of ref
•uge, and peace soon to commence, and a 
glorious reign of peace on the earth, not 
afar off when "the poor and the meek 
shall inherit it." Faith is a precious 
gift, God gives it to all who see.k for it, 
:and as many as cultivate it, like a grain 
·of nmstard seed will it grow and bear 
fruit of good deeds, and word~ to con
<f[Uer evil to eternal reward. INFERIOR. 

[For the Herald.] 

Tllie Saint'§ Re§olive. 

One summer's night~ 
When the moon ga.ve light, 

And an things were calm and still; 
Farmer Jones sat 
In silent thought, 

>fo his great house on the hill. 

His lands were wide, 
From side to side, 

/i.nd spread for miles away; 
While herds of stock, 
O'er hill and rock, 

Did by the thousands stray. 

And he h>ld gold, 
In sums untold, 

And greenbacks by the pound; 
And richer ones, 
'fhan farmer Jones, 

Were nowhere to be found. 

Though rich '18 a Jew; 
And called a Saint, too; 

He was not a happy man; 
For his soul would greed, 
And loved to feed, 

On the gross things of "mammon." 

For years gone by, 
With envious eye, [farm, 

He had "itched" for his neighbor's 
And sometimes said, 
And often prayed, 

That it might be his own. 

"But such a price, 
For such a slice, * 

I will never, never give; 
It is too high, 
For me to buy; 

A. poor man has got to live." 

Thus he would talk, 
And muse and walk, 

And think from day to day; 
How to please Brown, 
And beat his price down, 

That. the thing might doubly pay. 

But this very day, 
As v·n~iters would say, 

"Luck had claimed him her own;" 
For misfortune c:ime, 
Ju poor Brown's name, 

And forced him to come down. 

'•It is mine;" said, 
.r'\.s he togsed his head, 

uAnd before ano!ber sun, 
All will be right, 
•In bl:tck and white,' 

And my poor soul, free again." 

So, this Btrn1mer's night, 
When the moon gave light, 

And all thbgs were calm and still; 
Farmer Jones ss,t, 
In silent thought, 

In his great h onse on the hill. 

In his broad hand, 
With news from each land, 

The Herald carelessly Jay; 
While M his feet, 
With stories replete, 

Zion's Hope had slipped away. 

He had just read, 
'L'he cry for life's bread, 

F:·cm each and everv nation; 
How dying rmu{, 
Was pleading in va.in, 

For the gospel p»oclamation. 

'rhey called from the East, 
They called from the West. 

They cailed from the North and South; 

*Any portion of laDd smaller than his own, farmeL 
.Jones termed a "slice.' 1 
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While o'er the sea, 
They cried mightily, 

Oh! come, stop this gospel drouth. 

He read again, 
With feelings of shame, 

How the reapers' hands were tied ; 
How they had toiled, 
While their sickles spoiled, 

Food and raiment to provide. 

"Untie our hands, 
From poverty's bands," 

They everywhere had cried; 
"And we will go, 
And that quickly, too, 

And the bread of life, divide." 

So, he thought and thought, 
And twisted about, 

And his mind was ill at ease ; 
For one little thought, 
Arose and cried out, 

"Don't buy the farm, now, please." 

"But give the price, 
Of that useless 'slice,' 

To spread the gospel wide; 
And you will have joy, 
Without alloy, · 

And have plenty left beside." 

The hours passed on, 
The clock struck one, 

While he more excited grew; 
For to lose this chance, 
Of money in advance, 

Was very hard for him to do. 

At last, he said, 
"I will go to bed, 

And dream the matte1• o'er; 
For it troubles me, 
Most seriously, 

And grieves my heart full sore." 

An angel came, 
In a burning flame, 

And said, "If now you would live, 
Obey the word, 
Of your dying Lord, 

•Freely got, now freely give.'" 

At the break of light, 
With his mind all right, 

And before the rising sun, 
He slipped away, 
Where his treasures lay, 

And what do you think he done? 

"Why gave his purse," 
You will say, of course, 

"To spread the gospel alarm;" 
Oh no, not he, 
As you now will see, 

He went and bought the farm. 
THOMAS J. Sl\IITH. 

l LeUe1· Firom 'I'. W. §1nU!ll. 
Bro. Joseph:-As quite a numbers of 

Saints in the east, west, north and south, 
have requested me to write them a des-
cription of different parts of the State of 
Missouri that I might visit on my mis
sion, I take this course to fulfill my 
promise; as much labor and time will be 
saved me in doing, and it may serve to 

I 
give information to others who are equal
ly interested in the land of Missouri. 
The parts that I have visited thus far, 
are Holt, Buchanan, and DeKalb coun
ties. The first is on the Missouri River, 
and is next to the northwest corner 
county, and is very hilly, and has a 
great deal of unimproved land in it. 
The bottom lands are quite rich, but the 
possessors thereof are very liable to ehills 
and fever. On the uplands, there is but 
little if any of that disagreeahle disease 
known. 

Buchanan county is also on the river. 
St. Joseph a flourishing city is the cap
ital. The land is excellent in this, 
county, timber abundant, and country 
somewhat hilly, yet a good deal of quite 
level land can be found. An excellent 
market for grain, hay, fruit and vegeta
bles and also for stock is found at Saint 
Joseph. 

DeKalb county, which joins Buchan
an on the east, is a beautiful country, 
first rate soil, plenty of timber, good wa
ter, and a first rate fruit region. I 
think I have never seen a finer country, 

1 and I have been in twenty-seven States· 
in the Union. The land is gently roll
ing, and to the eye presents a lovely ap
pearance. From Stewartsville on the· 
Hannibal and SaintJ oe R.R. northward, 
some seven or eight miles, the country 
is thickly settled. The houses are gen
erally in good condition, many of them 
quite handsome. Excellent peach and 
apple orchards are on nearly every farm. 
It is a fine country for hay both wild and 
tame, and with St. Joe only from twelve 
to twenty-five miles off, all that can be 
raised can be readily disposed of at good 

I 
prices. This region was visited the past 
two seasons with discouragements in the 
shape of grasshoppers the past year, and 
drouth the year before, in consequence 
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of which the inhabitants are, with scarce- the old or higher figures are reached. 
ly an exception, anxious to sell out, and All over this western country eastern 
move elsewhere. Farms that a year or capitalists, have agents who are traveling 
two ago could not be bought for $25 to around taking mortgages on farms by 
$35 per acre, can now be bought fpr $12 loaning money to owners to enable them 
to $20 per acre. Farms are for sale con- to pay their debts, and in many cases, .as 
taining 40, 60, 80, 120 and more acres. I heard in Iowa, the farmers, instead of 
Some of these farms are partly paid for, being able to pay the mortgage off, 
and the purchaser would have from two have had to increase it, till their farms 
to six years to pay the balance, as they were lost. to them. And in this region, 
were bought of the Railroad Company. (while I have not heard of any such 
These' can of course be got cheaper than mortgages yet), if the farmern can not 
those fully paid for. sell out to private individuals, they will 

These farms are in cultivation, fenced have to mortgage their farms to corpor
(some have good hedge fences) and have ations, in order either to move away and 
houses on them, some ordinary, but buy elsewhere, or pay off debts, that 
many are first rate, commodious, and they may have to contract if another 
well located. There is a farm of 300 acres, failure comes. The Saints possess this 
with a good large house, a first rate hedge advantage, the Lord has promised that 
fence around it, 100 acres of first rate the "faithful shall not come to want, nor 
hay land on it, also a fine or chard, and suffer" on the land referred to. 
is within a mile or mile and a half of Should a prosperous season now fol
Stewartsville, and it can be bought for low, parties who now want to sell at such 
twelve and one-half dollars per acre. If reasonable figures, would of course not 
three or four brethren could unite their want to sell, or if they would want to 
capital and buy this place they could leave, they could get far better prices, 
make three or four good farms of it,- even if they mortgaged their farms to 
three of eighty acres each and one of these capitalists. If they are "moved 
sixty acres. There is scarcely a farmer upon" to sell, and will go, and will sell 
but who wants to sell out. They are at still lower figures, there are plenty of 
disheartened because of the failure in a parties ready to buy when these figures 
great measure of crops the past two sea- are reached; and beside, those of the 
sons, and there is a "getting away" spir- Church who would wait for lower fig
it in them, inspired by some power; the ures next fall would also wait for still 
Saints may readiiy conjecture what one, lower ones the fall following, and so on. 
when they learn that the Spirit has in- The simple fact is, providence has so 
dicated that the Lord would bring his 1 ordered, that a large section of beautiful 
people from "north, south, east, and healthy country, suitable for Saints north 
west" to that land. The prices are but and south, (being about half way be
about half what the farms cost, and no tween extreme north and extreme south) 
man can buy raw prairie in Iowa, Ne- can now be bought at very reasonabl~ 
braska, Kansas, or elsewhere, and break terms, and if any one wishes to be con
and fence it, and plant orchards, and vinced, let him come and see for himself. 
bui!Q. such houses, as many of these . If this section, be either "in" or "in the 
farms have on them, for any.such figures region round about" the land of Zion, 
as these cultivated farms can be bought the command of God, which has never 
for. been annulled, is that these lands should 

Some may say that if the crops should be purchased. 
be short this year, that parties would The order of God being as I under
take still less; true, they may, but there · stand, that the tithing of the surplus 
are scores of "land sharks" who have and a tenth of the interest annually 
their greedy eyes on this land, and when should be given into the hands of the 
the lowest prices are reached, they will Bishop, for the purchasing- of lands for 
buy these farms, and then hold them till . the public benefit of the Church, while 
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the Saints are to purchase with their 
own money these lands and gather to
gether upon them, and to possess them 
agreeably to the laws of consecration. 

The only point is, whether the way is 
open to purchase or not. The feelings 
of the people are agreeable. The land 
is for sale, and the prices low, and the 
promise of the Spirit is that the faithful 
shall not want for sufficient to eat and 
to wear. Wes tern Nebraska and South
ern Minnesota (regions outside of the 

is to gather into the regions, i. e., into 
more than one region. 

Let every step that is taken by the 
Church, individually or collectively, be 
taken after careful reading of the revel
ations, and after much prayer for divine 
guidance. Be sure you're right, then 
go ahead, will apply to us as a church as 
well as to other people. 

Fraternally yours, T. w. SMITH. 
ATCHISO~, Kansas, Jan. 15, 1876. 

land of Zion) have been as severely The Bible vs. Usury. 
scourged with grasshoppers as these re- Under this head, in Herald for Sept. 
gions, 1mless the land of Zion includes 1st, we find an article in which the wri
the U. S., and if Zion is to be scourge'1; ter seems to think that it is a violation 
then the whole country is to catch it, of the law of God for a brother to take 
and. 1f the regio.n~ round ~bout are. in- or ask interest, for the nse of money let 
eluded, then British America, Mex1ca, to a brother in the Church. It seems 
e~c., ':fill s~ff~r likewise. ~f' !he State J to m~ that .the s:1:iptures referred to .as 
Of Missouri is the land of Z10n, then proof of' this pos1t10n cannot be cons1d
while applying these affictions to the fol- ered law, any furthe~· than the golden 
fillment of the threatened scourges, the rule would make them so; the lawf'ul
fact ?f this region being Zion must not ness or unlawfulness, of taking interest 
be disregarded. If' the whole State be dependin"' entirely on circumstances. 
Zion, then the regions round about must We h~ve read the fifth chapter of 
be adjoining States, b?th north, south, Nehemiah; and it is plain that the peo
east, and west; hen_ce it would be prop- ple were sorely distressed. Owing to a 
er to make homes rn any of' them, and dearth there was in the land the mass 
if the regions round ~bout are to be of the people were compelled to turn, 
s~ourged as well as Zion proper, the?- and twist, in every conceivable manner, 
drnasters may be looked form Iowa, Ilh- in order to obtain the necessaries of' life· 
nois, &c., but if the regions round about while their rulers who were more for~ 
are not incl~ded in the threatened ju?g- handed, were rem~rkably ready to take 
men ts, and it should ?appen that Z10n the advantage of the necessities of their 
would refer to a particular part of the poorer brethren. Had it not been for 
State, and the regions round about to a disreaard of' the law which requires us 
surround~ng coun~ies in the State, and "to do 

0
as we would be done by" under 

they n.ot mcluded m the scou:ges; then like circumstances, there is nothing to 
there. rn no reas.on for neglectrng to buy carry conviction that the prophet Nehe
'.and m the regions when the opportun- miah would have had anything to say 
1ty offers. ' on the subject. 

The "revelation to gather into the re- If it is indeed wrong for me to exact 
gions round about is binding and will be interest of a brother who comes to me 
blessed" says our esteemed President, for money; how is it with him? Is he 
and so I understand and so teach, To not coveting that which does not belong 
gather into one region, was a command- to him? For example, suppose I have 
ment given to the Saints who were scat- a thousand dollars ready cash, the result 
tered in a broken up condition in Clay of ten years' hard labor, and economy; 
County, Missouri, so the History of Jos- brother A., living near me, has got into 
eph Smith shows, and related simply to a financial embarrassment and wants the 
a gathering into the neighborhood, as use of' my money for one year; but does 
could.be consistently with the feelings of not want to allow me anything for the 
the people. The command and rule now use of it. Does the law of' God require 
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me to let him have it? No. Why not? 
Simply, because the use of that money is 
worth something to me; and if it is not 
worth anything to him, then he has no 
claim on me or the money. 

The law of God requires me to make 
the best possible use of the means com
mitted to my charge. There are chances 
where I can put my money so that at 
the end of the year I shall be ninety 
dollars better off than I should be were 
I to let brother A. have it. Ninety dol
lars I say, perhaps I might safely say, 
one hundred; for I presume that at the 
end of that time my conscience would 
tell me that the law of tithing had no 
claim on me. 
'"";I have not the ability to sift this mat
ter satisfactorily to myself, much Jess, no 
doubt, to the satisfaction of my brothers 
and sisters. It is no small task to draw 
the line of right and wrong to the satis
faction of every one. 

It seems that Nehemiah was success
ful in his day, but it is doubtful wheth. 
er he would succeed in these days. 

W. FRANKLIN. 

The lhaHueuce of Autecedent!li 
in Life. 

There are many strange things, and 
odd nersons in this little world of ours. 
Stra;ge men are ever doing something 
to excite the curiosity, pleasure, or dis
pleasure of some one or other. 

There are many of these strange per
sonages in the Church of God, as well as 
without. ·when we see any deviation 
from. the ordinary rule in the animal 
kingdom, we are apt to call it a freak of 
nature; and when I have seen, read, and 
heard of similar deviations, even in the 
church, 1 have been tempted to opine 
that nature does not exhaust her freaks 
in the animal kingdom, or lesser crea
tion. 

Our aged men are but old boys-boys 
matured. And our matronly sisters are 
but the girls of the past-the girl that 
was-full grown. 

Influences attendant upon us in youth, 
leave marks and impressions. A scar 
in youth remains in old age-a blight 
in early life1 while the subject is yet 

tender, seldom, if ever, entirely vanish
es. Hence the necessity of having the 
proper influences and surroundings at
iendant upon the rising generations. 

The character, to an extent, is mould
ed as clay is in the hands of the potter. 
Some are more easily conformed than 
others; and even that individual who 
may be called a non-conformist, because 
he has a mind and will of hiR own, is 
not entirely invulnerable to, or free from 
ante-natal .influences. 

A child may be raised so that ali the 
finer or more delicate feelings of its 
mind may be stultified; and any one 
who wishes t.o do-just let him treat the 
child as though he were a little brute 
or a Bohemian ; have the little fellow 
kicked and cuffed, and rebuked in the 
presence of any and all so as to make him 
humble; and if this is enforced, the lit
tle fellow will make the same kind of a 
man as the one who "jerked him up." 

Thus cold and indifferent feelings, 
sour tempers, and children without any 
regard to their parents, are, I am sorry 
to say among the things drnt are. 

Habits formed in youth generally 
cling to their former with great tenaci
ty. Habit grows to ones nature so that 
it is frequently called "second nature." 
A foolish habit may be formed in youth, 
and remain till manhood is fully attained ; 
when, perhaps, it will require all the 
potency and energy of a fully matured 
mind to repel and cast it aside. And on 
the other side, there are hal:>its which 
are not formed; and although in after 
life they may realize a loss therefrom, 
yet it seems almost impossible to form a 
new habit. 

Those that in youth or early life are 
studious, and addicted to reading and 
literature, never lose a taste therefor. 
Those who in youth who do not read, 
study, and meditate, will retain the same 
inclinations and disposition in mature 
age; and hence, as a rule, those who are 
so indisposed, are not well informed ; 
a general information is not attained 
without time and attention. 

Now look at the difference between 
the active and inactive minds-those 
men who possess them in the mature~ 
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life. 'l'he studious boy-the lover of and they were not highly educated, but 
good reading, will make a well-informed they were not ignorant. Let their 
man, and may be he will be capable of writings attest their knowledge. Paul 
gracing a high station in life. Should shines preeminently among the apostles, 
he receive the gospel, he will be able to and without doubt, because of his ability 
defend it wherever he may be. If he and education. 
is ordained, he stands every chance, if Ignorant men in power have been 
he has only the average mind, of being known to raise serious trouble; simply 
an acceptable minister, and a fair ex- because a brother was so unfortunate as 
ponent of gospel principles, for the dis- to believe, and even teach, that it was 
position to study, and thus enrich his the duty of men to study; to seek learn
mind will not forsake him. Such men ing by study; to read good books, and 
honor the cause they represent. And history. 
God always blesses those who bless Men who are large in the propensity 
themselves. of self esteem, and at the. same time il-

The indolent uncultured mind gener- literate, as well as ignorant, (for a man 
ally remains the same in manhood. Let may be illiterate and not ignorant), 
such obey the gospel, and as a rule they when raised above their level, are apt 
will be incompetent to defend it where to place great stress upon their calling 
general information is required. If they and authority. If they are Elders, some
are ordained they can never honor their times they may be heard rebuking dis
calling, although they may be good men, . eases in the name of the Holy Priest
and do the best they can. hood, instead of petitioning the Father 

Men who will not study, read, and of mercies for grace and favor. O, what 
post themselves, if they are Elders, are ostentation ! 
certainly behind the spirit of the Latter They sometimes arrogate to tb.em
Day Work, and, as a rule, unfit to rep- selves that which is due to the flock; 
resent the cause to the people; and yet, (doing things of their own accorcl, which 
I am sorry to say, there are not a few ought to be done by common consent); 
such engaged. in many cases they presume to stand as 

Some men· are too stingy to be well judge, jury, and law, unto the church, to 
informed. They cannot afford to take administer chastisement, or honor upon 
the Herald, or a weekly newspaper, or whom they please; change the meetings, 
furnish good reading matter for their and call branch or district conferences, 
homes. contrary to tho formal voice of the 

Circumstances are said to make the church. And it would be truly awful 
man; and it may be that circumstances to say aught against this "one man 
have prevented many from acquiring a power." But again, we are reminded of 
general information, that would take the force of early training. 
great pleasure in so doing. Perhaps these men have had the mis-

I~et this be borne in mind: that men fortune to share quite an experience un
create circumstances. It is therefore no der the baneful power of th~ would-be 
crime for a man to be ignorant, save king and god, Brigham Young; and it 
where opportunities are proffered, where may be they are not able to entirely 
men can be well informed and educated, cast aside the tuition they have received. 
if they only so will, it is then at most a As a writer in the Heralcl once said, 
dereliction in duty. It is true that God "We would not detract one iota from 
has called many illiterate men to the the power of office, but we do think the 
ministry; but it was not because of office dishonored when the occupant man
their illiteracy; but, it has been said, ifests a would be dictator's authority." 
"in spite of it." Education is a great help unto the 

'The Lord called a Moses, and he was ministry. None but the ignorant will 
slow of speech; but was he ignorant? boast of illiteracy, and surely none but 
He also called the witnesses of Jesus, such will decry educatian. Let the foEy 
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of such stand rebuked by common sense. , Study! study! Apostles and Elders 
I have heard of an Elder, who had an studied. Joseph the Martyr studied. 
exalted opinion of hi1:nself, who said that I The Saints were all instructed to study 
the educated were not humble, that the · and seek learning. When they were at 
Lord wanted the humble. Such a re- Kirtland, Ohio, in the days of Joseph 
mark as this, coming from a man who the Martyr, the services of a learned 
could scarcely write his own name, came professor were secured, and he taught 
with a very poor grace. But such are the Elders the classic Hebrew. 
some of the lessons of life. Perhaps the Praying that trnth may prosper, and 
pride of the educated twaddle may form that all the Saints may "learn the lux
a pretty good cradle for the indolent and ury of doing good," I will conclude. 
sluggish-minded; and if so, let them use RoBErrr FuLLER. 

it, they are welcome to it. .._...,.._,_ ___ _ 
No man ever made a mark in the [ContinuedfrompagellO.J 

world without great labor; whether as a "lJ.lm.·monismirn." Keviie-iwed. 
mechanic, statesman, philosopher, schol- Mr. S. says: 
ar or preacher; and hence the proverb, "Joseph had no faith in his own transla-
"there is no excellence without great tion, unless he was a dishonest man, for our 
labor." The lives of such men as Ga- version of Heb. 11 : 40, whiCh reads, •That 

they without us should not be made per-
1ileo, Newton, Agassiz, Fulton, Cob bet, feet,' is rendered by Joseph's version thus: 
Franklin and Greeley, will attest that 'without suffering they should not be made 
success in life depends upon diligence perfect.' Yet nine years after finishing this 
and application. translation, Joseph falls back on to the 

common version to prove baptism for the 
And when we speak of the able dead, in these words: •For their salvation 

preachers, let this be borne in mind, that is necessary and essential to our salvation, 
. all the able and strong men in the as Paul says concerning the fathers,' •that 
Church, are men who have spared noth- they without us cannot be made perfect; 
ing that would be conducive -to their ad- neitqer can we without our dead be made 

perfect.'-D. C. 110: 15. If Joseph was 
vancement. I might name some, but I an honest man, he never would have qm>ted 
forbear, for when they shall have passed surious scripture to prove any doctrine." 
over the river of death it will then be To this we reply, (1) that the In
time enough to do so; the dead are al- spired Translation was not yet published, 
ways extolled. and was not in common use j hence the 

The lives of the men of' the past should propriety of not quoting it in discussing, 
teach us many valuable lesson8. They popularly, any doctrine. And, (2) Jo
teach us the force of habit, and the great I seph quotes the passage, (Heb. 11 : 40), 
influence and bearing our antecedents not because baptism for the dead was in 
have in life. All habits gather by un- fulfilment of it, but because the idea, or 
seen degrees, "As brooks make rivers, principle, embraced in those words fitly 
rivers run into the sea." They teach, applied in illustrating his argument. 
as the essential elements of character, Paul, when at Athens, (Acts 17 : 28) 
that the development of character should quoted the Greek poet, Aratus, not be
be one of the objects of life. "Trifles cause the quotation was genuine Holy 
lighter than straws, are leaves in the Scripture, but because the ideas em
building up of character." braced in it were true, as Paul used it, and 

The revelations in the Doctrine and suitabie to the occasion. So with Joseph; 
Covenants; the teachings of Paul to and neither were dishonest. And, lastly; 
Timothy, are proofs sufficient that "all the passage, though improperly trans
the means that heaven yields, must be lated, was not spurioiis. Coin ibsued at 
embraced, and not be neglected." ·what- the United States :M:int, though it con
ever may have been the antecedents in tain more alloy than is legal, yet it is not 
life, allow me to say this, that it is spurious. A legal document, whether 
never too late to correct errors, to mend deed, bond, mortgage, bill of sale, license, 
ways-it only requires a will. power of attorney or whatever it may be, 
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if it be improperly worded, yet it is not, nesses to the Book of Mormon, now liv
therefore, spurious. That which is spu- ing at Richmond, Mo., described the 
rious is counterfeit, l,llegitimate, not of "interpreters" to a Chicago Tirnes re
genuinc origin, intentionally false or car- porter, in August last, as follows: "But 
J'upt: a stone bad been found with the plates, 

.M:r. S. has, for the want of a better shaped li:lce a pafr of ordinar_y spectacles, 
subject, taken another bout at the "in- though much larger, and at least half an 
terpreters." He is determined to make inch in thickness, and perfectly opaque 
the Book of Mormon cross itself in its save to the prophetic vision of Joseph 
history of their origin or transmission. Smith." 0. Cowdery testifies that Jo
:But this he cannot do. He says : seph translated the plates by means of 

"Joseph tells us that the stone-interpret- "the Urim and Thummim, or, as the 
8rs, which he claims to have found, 'were N ephites would have said, 'interpret
given to the brother of Jared;' (D. C.15: 1); ers.' "-Times a.nd Seasons, page 201. 
and Moroni, who claims to have found the Now all these testimonies are substantial
same interpreters, says in the first chapter 
of Ether, 'I have sealed up the interpreters,' ly the same, and fix the identity of the 
that is, with the plates. So far they agree; ''interpreters,'' or "two stones which were 
but upon examining the Book of Mormon fastemid into the two rims of a bow," 
we find that Mosiah's stone-interpreters are (Mosiah 12 : 3), as ·being the same as 
t:lie ones handed down with the records, and the "two stones" (Ether 1 : 10, 11) given 
not those given to Jared's brother." to the brother of Jared. "\Ve have shown 

We have shown, hitherto, that all the in another place the possibility of Mo
prob3ibilities favor the idea that the in, siah's having obtained the stone inter
terpreters with which .M:osiah translated preters by the way of Coriantumr, the 
the "twenty-four plates found by the peo- last J aredite king, or in connection with 
pJe of Limhi," were found with the plates j other important discoveries, (among 
for, though the record is silent, directly, them Jaredite engravings), made by the 
as tcr finding the interpreters with the people of Zarahemla, (Omni 1 : 9, 10), 
plates, yet the stone-interpreters are first many years before the times of Mosiah, 
mentioned after finding the plates, and in 2d. Here are two valid solutions of the 
:immediate connection with their tr.ans- question as to how Mosiah became pos-
lation, "by the means of those two stones sessed of the "two stones"-"interpret
which were fastened into the two rims 
ofa bow."-Mosiah 12 :S. The silence ers"-given to the brother of Jared. He 

might have obtained them in either of 
of the record as to finding the inter- h 

. h h l d. ] . L ese ways. 
pr~ters wit t e p ates, . rrect _Y, is no Mr. S., by a technical criticism, 
ev1denc~ at all agarnst the~r havmg been strives to make the Book of Mormon 
found with them. The silence of l\!at- I say that the "interpreters" of Mosiah 
~~ew, Li:ke and John as to Jesus saymg, were handed down from Jerusalem. He 
thes~ ~igns sh.all follohw tt~em. tha~ be- says, "Mosiah conferred his interpreters 

lleve, IS no e~idence t a e did no say upon Alma together with the plates:" 
so; and the silence of Matthew, Mark ' . , ~ ·~. -
and John is no proof that Jesus did not '_'Now after Mosiah had fimshed trans-

. · f "T d l latmg these records * * * he took the plates 
say to the pemtent thie , o- ay shat of brass and all the things he had kept and 
tliou be with me in paradise." So the conferr~d them upon Alma, who was' the 
silence of Mosiah as to finding the "in- son of Alma; yea, all the records, and also 
terpreters" with the plates, is not evi- t~e interpreters, and cor:ferred them upon 
deuce that they were not found with him, and commanded him that he should 

keep and preserve them, and also a record 
them. . of the people, handing them down from one 

Joseph testifies that the angel told generation to another, even as they had 
him that with the plates "there were been handed down from the time Lehi left 
two stones in silver bows." Times and Jerusalem."-Mosiah 13 : 1. 
Seasons; Mil. Star; Pearl of Great Now, the chief subject in this pas-
Pri"ce, 41. sage is that of "the records;" and it is 

David Whitmer, one of the three wit- ~ of these, and not, necessarily, of the in-
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terpreters, that Mosiah speaks, when he I wash their own feet; and both men and 
says, "as they had been handed down women could "wash the saints' feet," if 
from the time Lehi left Jerusalem." they fortunately found any to wash. But 

"And these records [thus handed down] feet washing as an "ordinance," that of 
did contain the five books ?f Moses, which which the Doctrine and Covenants speaks, 
gave an account of the creation of the world, is a very different thing. Partaking of 
and also of Adam and Eve, who were our bread and wine, anointing with oil and 
first parents; and also a record of the .Tews . . " . ' 
from the beginning, even down to the com- bemg ;~mer~,e~, are . not r:s~ncte~ to 
mencement of the reign of Zedekiah king of the mmistry m their admmistrat10n, 
Judah; and also the prophecies of the holy except when used as ordinances of the 
prophets from the beginnin_g, even dow_n to Church, and then, like feet washing, 
the commencement of th~ re1gi: of Zedekiah; thei are. Feet washing was appointed 
and also many prophecies whwh have been Y . . . . 
spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah."-!. to his mmrntry by the Sav10r. ,John 
Nephi 1: 46. (~:lf'>c<~'!!~Y,~\j;i§;:;:;"'"~''fi'.~~lf4 13 : 4-15. 

To these~were-~addedthe records of Mr. S. says: 
succeeding N ephite prophets. and final- •·T~e breaking of the priesthood co.ve-

. . . ' nant is pronounced an unpardonable sm: 
ly, m the times of Mos1ah, 2nd, the •But whoso breaketh this covenant, after he 
"twenty.four plates" found by the people hath received it, and altogether turneth 
of king J~imhi. It is manifestly the therefrom, shall not have forgivensss of 
records that Mosiah alludes to as having sins in this world, nor in the wor!d to.come.' 
"been handed down from the time that (D. _c. 83; 6). Covenant:breakrng is poor 
- h. z ,,i; T l " Th" . "d I busrness, if the covenant IS a good one; but 
he i P;; t ueru~a em: 18 IS ev1 ent Y Christ restricts the unpardonable sin to one 
the sense and intention of the passage. thing-blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. 

Our common version says, "Joseph also After Peter had lied, and cursed, and 
went up from Galilee, out of the city of swore, and had thus broken his ministerial 
Nazareth, into Judea, unto the cityofDa- covenant, he found P_ardon, ~n~ sub~~quent,,. 

"d h" h · II d B thl h * * t b ly spent long years m the mm1stry. 
VI , w 1c IS ca e e e em, ' - o e • . . 
taxed with Mary his wife, being great . That Peter smned, and smned gre-
with child;" (Luke 2 : 4, 5); yet none v10usly, n~~1e ca:i deny; but to say _that 
would question but what it was intended he brok~ . is p~iesthood covenant, is to 
to say that Mary, and NOT Joseph that say whau 1s evidently not tr~~- If he 
was "great with child." It also says ''But had broken that covenant, and alt?-

·' th "t ""w th" "h" as they [the disciples J sailed, he [Christ] ge er urneu a ay ereiro:i-1 , Ip 

fell asleep; and there came down a storm case would have. been vas~ly d1ff:rent. 
of wind on the lake; and they were filled T~a.t would have ~nvolved his k?owmgly, 
with water."-Luke 8 : 23·. Though v;1llmgly ~nd .willfully turnrng .away 
there are verbal defects in these passagCls, from Go~' wh1~h w?ul~ have e~biaced, 
the meaning of them is quite apparent; substantially, hrn _srnnmg agamst the 
and yet they afford ample grounds for a Holz ~ho~t. It is he who not only 
crafty critic to build iip a flin sy arg _ breaKS this covenant after he hath re-
ment upon 

1 
u ceived it," but also "altogether turneth 

Mr. s. s~ys : therefrom/' "~hat s~all not have f~rgive-
"Feet washing is pronounced an 0 ,.din- ness of sms rn this world nor m the 

ance, and restricted to the priesthood.'; (D. world to come." Mr. S. has a peculiar 
C. 85 : 45, 46). faculty of cutting a sentence in two, as 

"We" will not argue the qu~stion [says above, and then arguing against a de
)fr. S. ~ as to w_hether feet washrng was ev~~ tached and incomplete part. 
an ordrnance rn the church, or not; but It • 

certainly was not restricted to the ministry . He next finds fault w1.th tho revela
in its administration, if Paul's testimony t10ns of Joseph, because m D. C. 6 : 1, 
has any weight: •If she has washed the it is claimed that Christ said unto John, 
saints' feet.'' "Thou shalt tarry until I come in my 

?h, no! feet :v~shinf.\" ":vas no~ i;e- glory, and shall prophesy before many 
str1~ted,,to the mrn1stry m its adm1.m~- nations, kindreds, tongues, and people." 
trat10n, n~t by any means: and it rn "History affirms, [says Mr. s ], that 
good that it was not. Persons could John died at Ephesus. But if history is 
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false, as John never disguised himself when 13 : 1, what in the common English ver
alive, why does he not come out like a man sion is "'messen!ler," is there "angel." 
and show himself, and settle some of these ~ 
theological disputes in the land, and also In llevelation 1 : 20, 2 : 1, 8, 12, &c., 
let us know whether he helped ordain Jo- the elders in charge of the seven church
seph? Why sneak around in this way?" es of Asia, are called by the Holy Spirit, 

If l\Ir. S. had lived in the days of the an_qels. And in Rev. 19 : 10, the an
first Christian disciples, he probably gel who ministers to John says: 
wonld have reasoned in a similar strain "I am thy fellow servant, and ~f' thJt 
concerning Jesus. The Pharisees of brethren that have the testimony of Jesus." 
those times said, "Master, we would see Of, here, signifies, clearly,froin among. 
a sign from thee." (Mat. 12 : 38). And He was, therefore, "from among" those, 
some said, "If he be the king of Israel, John's "brethren that have the testi
let him now come down from the cross, mony of Jesus, * * * for the testimony 
and we will believe him." (Matt. 27: of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy." . 
42). And no doubt many said, "If Je- Bingham, in his Antig_iiities of the 
sus is actually risen from the dead, why Christian Church, p. 75, states thafthe 
does he not come out like a man and Bishops were called the "angels of the 
show himself, and settle some of these churches; a name which some authors 
theological disputes in the land, and also suppose to be used by St. Paul, I. Cor. 
let us know whether he had raised up 11 : 10." 
also many of the bodies of the saints,- Now, inasmuch as the ministers of 
Why skulk around in this way?" God, under the Old Testament, and the 

The heavens were not bound to grat- New Testament, were called angels, why 
ify the morbid curiosity of the sign- may not Adam be also called an angel? 
seekers in those days, nor are they now. And inasmuch as the personage who 
Jesus was not shown openly to the ministered to John, and who was "of" 
world after his resurrection, "but unto John's brethren, was called an angel, 
witnesses chosen before God." (Acts and was an angel. why may not others 
10 : 41). God's wisdom, anciently, and of John's faithful brethren, and Adam 
modernly, is very different from that of pre-eminent among them, become "an-
man's. gels ?" J-esus says : 

As to John's death, history i~ con- ' "They which shall be accounted worthy 
:!:licting and unsatisfactory. Smith, in to obtain that world, and the resurrection 
his Dictionaru of tlie Bible, says : from the dead, neither marry nor are given 

" in marriage; neither can they die any more; 
"The very time of his death lies within the for they are equal unto the angels."-Luke 

region of conjecture rather than of history, 20 : 3.5, 36. ••But are as the angels of God 
and the dates that have been assigned for it in heaven."-Mat. 22 : 30. 
range from A. D. 89, to A. D. 120. 

That the early Christians, with John, 
understood that he was not to die, but 
remain till the second coming of Christ, 
is apparent from John 21 : 22, 23. 

lVIr. S. objects further to the revela
tions of Joseph, because one, in D. C. 
104 : 28. calls Adam, "Michael, the 
Prince, the Archangel." 
~:'"The Bible" [he says] "never represents 
saints as turning into angels at any past or 
future time." 

Well, the Bible does not contain all 
the truths there are, either in heaven, or 
on earth: and yet the Bible does teach 
that men become angels. In the He
brew, in Isa. 42 : 19, Hag. 1 : 13, Mal. 

Being then "as the angels of God in 
heaven," and "equal unto the angels," 
will Mr. S. tell us wherein they differ 
from them. And inasmuch as they are 
changed into the condition, and nature, 
of "the angels of God in heaven," are 
they not, substantially, angels? It is 
true that man was made "a little lower 
than the angels," [of heaven J, being 
made liable to death, posseRsing less 
power, and having a more limited sphere 
than they, but that is not to say that 

' men may not become angels, in a limited 
sense, while in this life, and. "as the an
gels of God in heaven" in the world to 
come. Christ, before his incarnation, 
ministered as the "angel of the liord." 
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Gen. 22 : 15, 1ilx. 3 : 2, 6, 14, Acts 7 : I finished his work,'' (D. C. 76 : 7), shall 
· 30-35, Gen. 48 : 15, 16, with Heb. 1 : finally be brought. "The wicked shall 
2, 3, 8, 10, I. Cor. 15 : 47. And he is be turned into hell, and all the nations 
now "a quickening Spirit." I. Cor. that forget ''God;" (Ps. 9 : 17); yet 
15 : 45. "death and hell" shall deliver up the 

Inasmuch as resurrected holy men are dead which are in them, and they shall 
made "equal unto the angels," and "as be "judged every man according to his 
the angels of God in heaven," why not. works." (Rev. 20 : 13). Jonah says, 
those who are translated-Enoch, Eli- "Out of the belly of hell [a place of 
jah, and probably others-why not they God's p~mishment] cried I, and thou 
be "equal unto," and "as the angels of heardest my voice." (Jonah 2: 2). So, 
God in heaven,'' is further seen in the from these and other Bible testimonies, 
fact that the Lord promised to send we learn, that although the wicked may, 
"Elijah the prophet," (Mal. 4 : 5, 6), and do, go down to hell, it is for their 
"to minister for them who shall be heirs punishment, and reform, and that it is 
of salvation." (Heb. 1: 14). In Luke not the purpose of God that they should 
9 : 30, 31. Moses and Elias (Elijah) eternally remain there; nor is it his 
appear in the capacity, ot' angels, though purpose that they should become uncon
not in the name of angels. . scions at death and remain so till they 

"There talked with him [Christ] two rnen, are re~urrected and judged, and then be 
which were Moses and Elias; who appeared annihilated; for that would prevent and 
in glory, and spake of his disease, which he defeat justice and equity and render 
should accomplish at Jerusalem." forever impossible the just judgment of 

Angels were frequently called men. God "who without resnect of persons 
(Gen. 18 : 2, Josh. 5 : 13, 15, Luke 24: j ud~eth according to ev;ry man's wodc." 
4, Acts 1 : 10, Heb. 13: 2, etc., etc.) (I. Pet. 1: 17). 
Now, all thes~ proofs place the :natt~r That all the race, (with possibly one 
~eyond quest1?n, (1) that men m this class as an exception-they who sin 
life are sometimes called angels; and against the Holy Ghost), will be ;mb
(2) that translated persons, and resur- dued unto God, and will finally know 
rected persons, become "equal unto," and confess Christ is evident from the 
and "as the angels of God in heav~n ;" Scriptures. Paul ~ays : 
and (~) that some .of them have mm1s- "That at the name of ,Jesus every knee 
tered m that capacity. should bow, of things in heaven, and things 

Mr. S. next opposes the idea that in earth, and things under the earth; and 
there are "three future worlds-celes- that every tougue should confess that Jesus 
tial. terrestial and telestial.'' He says: Christ is Lo~d, to the glory of God the 

· ' Father."-Ph1l. 2: 10, 11. 
"Celestial means heavenly; terrestrial 

means earthly; but what does telestial John says: 
mean?" "And every creature which is in heaven, 

Why, Mr. S., it means "the glory of 
the stars; (I. Cor. 15 : 21) ; the last 
"order" of glory in the resurrection; I. 
Cor. 15 : 21, 23, 24); and is to be pos
sessed by those worthy of it, when the 
Lord judges all men "according to thefr 
works." (Rev. 20 : 13, Rom. 2 : o, 
Matt. 16 : 27, Rom. 24 : 11, 12). It 
is not "the Restorationist's hell,'' as you 

·:flippantly assert; but it is that condition 
of future being and glory into which 
"they who are thrust down to hell" * * 
"who are not redeemed from the devil 
until the last resurrection, until the 
Lord, even Christ the I..1amb shall have 

and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
such as are in the sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I saying, Blessing and honor, 
and glory and power, be unto him that sit
teth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
forever and ever."-Rev. 5: 13. 

There is a wide difference in men's 
works, and consequently there will be a 
wide difference in their judgment and 
future conditions. 

They of the telestial glory dwell out
side of the city New Jerusalem, and 
where God and Christ are they cannot 
come: 

"For without [the city] are dogs, and 
sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murder. 
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ers, and idolators, and whosoever love th 
and maketh a lie."-Rev. 22 : 15. 

"And the glory of the telestial is one, 
even as the glory of the stars is one, for as 
one star differs from another star in glory, 
even so differ one from another in glory the 
telestial world; for these are they who are 
of Paul and Apollos, and of Cephas; these 

· are they who say they are some of one and 
some of another, some of Christ, and some 
of John, and some of Moses, and some of 
Elias; and some of Esaias, and some of 
Isaiah, and some of Enoch, but received not 
the gospel, neither the testimony of Jes us, 
neither the prophets; neither the everlast
ing covenant: last of all, these all are they, 
who will not be gathered with the saints, to 
be caught up unto the church of the first 
born, and received into the cloud; these are 
they who are liars, and sorcerers, and adul
terers, and whoremongers, and whosoever 
loves and makes a lie; these are they who 
suffer the wrath of God on the eart.h ; these 
are they who suffer the vengeance of eternal 
fire; these are they who are cast down to 
hell and suffer the wrath of Almighty God 
until the fullness of times, when Christ shall 
have subdued all enemies under his feet, 
and shall have perfected his work, when he 
shall deliver up the kingdom and present it 
unto the Father spotless saying: I have 
overcome and have trodden the wine-press 
of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty 
God: then sheJl he be crowned with the 
crown of his glory, to sit on the throne of 
J:iis power to reign forever and ever. But, 
behold, and lo, we saw the glory and the 
inhabitants of the telestial world, that they 
were as innumerable as the stars in the fir
mament, or as the sand upon the sea shore, 
and heard the voice of the Lord saying : 
These all shall bow the knee, and every 
tongue shall confess to him who sits upon 
the throne forever and ever; for they shall 
be judged according to their works; and 
every man shall 1•eceive according to his 
own works, and his own dominion, in the 
mansions which are prepared, and they 
shall be servants of the Most High, but 
where God and Christ dwell they cannot 
come, worlds without end."-D. C. 76: 7. 

The foregoing is a brief explanation 
of what the telestial glory is, or means. 
In it we see the benevolent provisions of 
an All-wise God for the future condi
tions of erring man. The terrestrial 
glory is greatly in advance of that of 
the telestial world, while the celestial 
is vastly superior to the terrestrial, it be
ing the glory of the !father and the 
Son, where they who enjoy it are made 
possessors of all things-those things 
that "eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 

nor hath entered into the heart of man,'~ 
except as revealed unto some by the·· 
Spirit of God. (With '·the seeond· 
death" and eternal perdition for those· 
only who become like the devil and his. 
angels). 

The teachings of the Scriptures, and1
• 

the verdict of all right-minded people,. 
is, that all mankind, without respect of' 
persons, should be judged according to 
their works; and this provision of the 
three glories, or "three future worlds," 
as Ivir. S. is pleased to call them; meets 
all the demands of the case, manifesting 
alike the love, the equity, and the just
ice of God. 

That doctrine is neither sensible nor 
Scriptural, however popular it may be, 
that reckons all sinners alike in' the sight 
of God-that ranks the midnight assas
sin, the red-handed murderer, and those 
of the viler sort, with the Sabbath-break
er, the common liar, or the petty thief, in, 
the same class. All are transgressors,. 
but not to the same degree; and there
fore justice, equity, and mercy demand 
that there should be a difference in their 
judgment. Jesus teaches in plain terms 
that "it shall be more tolerable" for one. 
class of sinners in the day of judgment 
than for others. (Mat. 11 : 221 24 ;. 
10 : 15; 12: 41, 42). But this could, 
not be true if all kinds and classes of 
sinners went down to hell at death and 
remained there worlds without end, as 
some teach ; or if the wicked were un
conscious after death till their resurrec
tion, and were then simply judged and 
anni7dlated, as others teach. God is 
just, and his tender mercies are over all· 
his works. 

Mr. S. next enters into a profitless 
quibble in regard to what is said in one· 
of the revelations, of the soul of man,
"And the spirit and the body is the soul 
of man. And the resurrection from the 
dead is the redemption of the soul." 
(D. C. 85 : 4). And then: "0 God,. 
receive my soul." (Mosiah 9: 5). "Did' 
he mean" says Mr. S., "receive my spirit 
and body?" 

To this we reply, that the meaning 
of a word is to be determined by the· 
office it performs in a sentence. Thie. 
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is an essential law of language. Conse
··quently, when I speak of a door, I may 
•Speak of an aperture or passage-way 
into a room or building; or, of that 
which fills the aperture, or shuts up the 
passage. When we speak of a r;ate, we 
may mean an opening, or entrance; or 
we may mean that which closes up the 
entrance. ""When we use the word 

.cleave, it may signify adhere, unite; or 
it may mean, to part, separate, divide. 
The meaning of these words and thou
sands of others, soul inc luhed, has various 
meanings, which can be determined only 
by the office they perform in their con
nection with other words. 

The soul, in Gen. 2 : 7 ,-"man be
·came a living soul,"-relates to man as 
a living being composed of body and 
spirit. (Eccl. 12 : 7; J as. 2 : 26. So 
Lev. 23: 30; Acts 27: 37; I. Pet. 3: 
20, etc.) But in Gen. 35: 18.-"as her 
soul was in departing," and I. Kings 17 : 

·21,-"let this child's soul come into him 
again;" and Prov. 16 : 24,-"Pleasant 
words are sweet to the soul ;" and Mat. 
10 : 28,-"Fear not them which kill the 
'body, but are not able to kill the soul;" 
and Acts 14 :22,-"confirmingthesouls 
of the disciples;" and Rev. 6 : 9,-"I 
s~"w under the altar the souls of them 
'that were slain for the word of God, and 
'for the testimony which they held;"
in these, with scores of other passages 
which might be quoted, the word soul 
clearly relates, not to the body, but to 
spirit of man. So then, the spirit of 
man is the soul as taught in Mosiah, and 
the spirit and body is also the soul, as 
taught in D. C. 85 : 4; and there is no 

,contradiction, though Mr. S. would love 
to make it appear so. 

Mr. S. complains that : 
"In translating the Book of Mormon, 

words are often used not contained in the 
the English language. The following is a 
-~ample: 'a fifth part of their ziff."-Mos. 

I : 1. 

These words were transferred, proba
bly, because there were no English 
equivalents for them. If "ziff" was 

'some kind of metal, as is rather likely, 
it is not at all strange that there was not, 

.. at the time of the translation, an Eng
lish equivalent for it. A number of new 

metals have bee~ discovered since then, 
and there ·may yet be many more dis~ 
covered, a.nd possibly the very kind in 
question. 

Mr. S. wishes to know : 
"(1) Was the gift [to translate] in the 

stone-interpreters, or in Joseph? (2) If 
Joseph himself had the gift, what need of 
the stones? (3) If the gift was in the 
st.ones, how could Joseph lose it, without 
losing the stones?" 

To the first question we reply: The 
gift was in both,-in the stones as a 
rneans, and in Joseph as an agent to use 
that means. To the second we reply : 
Thoue;h Joseph was the agent to trans
late, yet the stones were necessary as ci 
rneans by which to work. In reply to 
the third we have to say,-that Joseph 
might have lost Ms power as a seer, and 
in this sense lost his gift to translate; 
or he might have lost. the stones, which 
were a rneans in tran8lating. An as
tronomer may lose the telescope by which 
he traces the pathway of the stars, and 
discovers and visits those beautiful is
lands of light in the limitless expanse of 
the heavens, or he may lose his natural 
sight-the power to use that wonderful 
instrument. 

Mr. S. now proceeds to enlighten us 
in regard to the Urim and Thummim. 
He says: 

"The Jewish High Priest never read 
languages by this means, but wore them 
upon his breast-plate,-they were not used 
to read through, but were outward emblems 
of divine illumination upon the heart of the 
wearer." 

Brown, in his Diet. of Bible, art. 
Urim and Thummim, says, "What they 
were cannot be determined." Smith, in 
his Diet. Bible, says : 

"In what way the Urim and Thummim 
were consulted is quite uncertain. Jose
phus and the rabbins supposed that the 
stones gave out the oracular answer by pre
ternatural illumination.'' 

Who should better understand than 
"Josephus and the rabbins?" None, we 
think, but those who are favored with a 
divine revelation, or experimental knowl
edge, as were Joseph and the first Elders 
itnd members of the church. The opin
ions of "Josephus and the rabbins" are 
in essential accord with the statements 
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of Joseph, 0. Cowdery, JH. Harris, D. 
\Vhitmer and others; and quite adverse 
to the opinion volunteered by Mr. S. 

The Septuagint Bible render the sig
nification of Urim and Thummim. as 
"revelation and truth." "'Whiston, in a 
a note, on p. 94, Joseplii•s, says that the 
"shining stones" were used in revealing 1 

the will of God, after a perfect and true 
manner to his people Israel. Of these 
stones Josephus, Ant. Jews, B. 3, ch. 9, 
par. 9, says, "Now this breast-plate, and 
sardonyx, left off shining two hundred 
years before I composed this book." 
·with the information we have before us, 
one thing is certain; and that is, that 
the Urim and Thummim, as Joseph 
claims, was a divine means of revelation 
from God, "after a perfect and true man
ner;" and that it was through the "pre
ternatural illumination" of the stones. 
That it was a means of obtaining revela
tion and instruction directly from God 
is seen in the fact that Joshua "shall 
stand before Eleazar the priest, who 
shall ask counsel for him after the judg
ment, [decision, revelation], of Urim be
fore the Lord;" (N um. 27 : 21); and 
that, "When Saul inquired of the Lord, 
the Lord answered him not, neither by 
dreams, nor b,y U:rim, nor by prophets.'' 
I. Sam. 28 : 6. In all these evidences 
we see that it was a means of revelation 
from God, enabling those gifted with the 
power to use it to read and learn in re
gard to hidden matters, and know what 
was otherwise secret and unrevealed. 

Continued. W. W. B. 

JOSEPH SMI'I'H, - - - EDITOR. 

president, Milton Ervin was ordained' 
priest, Nicholas Trook, teacher, and Jesse 
Ervin, deacon. They were rejoicing in 
the gifts of the gospel. 

Br. J. C. Clapp, we are pleased to learn 
by letter of recent date, is improviNg in 
health, and is again in the field. 

We thank Br. Thomas Taylor, of Bir
mingham, England, for late copies of the 
Daily Jrfail newspaper. One of them con
tains an excellent comment on the memo
rial of Utah women to Congress; another 
contains a letter of thanks from Br. Taylor 
to the editor, for the manner in which ho 
treats the subject. 

The minutes of the Northwest Missouri· 
District Conference, held near Stewarts
ville, DeKalb county, Missouri, Jan nary 
3d, 1876, were not in hand in time for in
sertion prior to the next session, set for 
the 12th instant. Hence their non-appeaT
ance in the HERALD. 

Br. G. 0. Kennedy, secretary of the Colo
rado District, has written us that their con
ference passed a majority vote in favor or 
the proposed change of ths HERALD to a 
weekly paper, and that they were willing 
to help sustain it and the HOPE to the best . 
of their ability. 

Br. John 0. Savage, writing from Dewit, 
Saline county, Nebraska, 2d instant, said 
Br. R. C. Elvin had been there, preached 
fourteen discourses, baptized four persons, 
organized a branch called the Blue River. 
:JYiany were believing. Accessions, at no 
distant day, were expected. 

Br. Jam es i\IcDiffitt, under date of 1st 
instant, writes encouragingly from Chari
ton, Iowa. Nine had been added to their 
number within the last six months. They 
were "rejoicing in the gifts and blessings 
of the gospel." Prophecies made, and 

M. B. OLIVER, ASSI~TANT EDITOR. blessings promised through the gifts of the 

Plano, ][ll,, Jllarcll 19 1876. J Spirit, had been, and were being fulfilled 

I 
and enjoyed. So the way is opening for 

WE learn by letter from Br. Nicholas the growth of the work in that vicinity. 
Trook, of Union, Cass county, Nebraska, Brn. Arthur Leverton, and Robert Davis, 
17th ult., that Br. R. C. Elvin, president of wrote from Lapeer county, Michigan, Jan
the district, was there, and preached to them uary 19th, that they had been laboring 
on the 6th and 7Lh, and on the 8th organi- there for three weeks-two had been bap
zed the J\Ioroni Branch at.that place, from tizec1-four others had offered themselves, 
the members that once composed the Li- and still more were expected soon. They · 
berty Branch. Jam es Ervin was chosen reported chances for preaching better "inc 
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the States than in Canada." Calls for gave an encouraging account of Br .. J. C .. 
preaching were being received from vari- · Foss' present labors, in that district-men
ous places. They thought eight or ten El- tioned the baptism of several-and a little 
ders could :find plenty to do in the way of spicy opposition, closing ·with a brief ac. 
preaching the word in that locality. Saints, count of his :first trip out to :fill an appoint. 
pray the Lord of the harvest to "send forth ment for preaching. 
more laborers into the vineyard." Br. R. C. Elvin, from Nebraska City, 

Two letters from Br. Isaac Harris, of Nebraska, January 28th, reports a tl'ip to 
Nevada Creek, Deer Lodge County, Mon- Saline county, in that State, during whic.h 
tana, give token that he still desires good he preached fourteen times, meetings well 
to Zion. He exhorts to righteous lives, for attended, baptized four, organized a branch 
that the coming of the Savfor is near at at or near Dewitt, to be called Blue River 
hand. Branch,-J ohn C. Savage, President; H. 

James H. Stratton, of London, Ontario, P. Savage, Teacher, and S. Jewell, Deacon 
writes very encouragingly of the progress good men-many expressed themselves 
of the gospel there. The Saints' chapel is satisfied with the gospel. JHany requests 
done, and meetings are well attended. were made for preaching; he thinks it a 
J\fay the work of God go on. There are pity that so large scope of country should 
fifty members, with promise of more. be neglected. He also reported Sr. E. C. 

Sister Sarah Brearly, of Stillwater, R. I., Brand as being quite ill, which prevented 
writes that she was heaJed of paralysis of Br. Brand from doing much in the minis
one of her arms by faith and prayer to try this winter. 
God. She gives God the glory of her good. Several letters and conference minutes 

By letter from Br. H. C. Smith, of Deca. are crowded out this time for want of room. 
tur, Michigan, we learn that Br. George Wecandobutlittlemorethanacknowledge 
Burnham, of Peoria, Illinois, had called the receipt of many. Wish we could pub. 
there January 29th, and had preached lish all, for they contain something more . 
twice. Br. Smith says of him, "The testi- or less interesting to the Saints. 
monies of his experience are indeed good Br. Wm. N. Dawson, of Ione Valley, 
to those investigating, and just born into California, not long in the work, writes, he 
the truth." Br. George Blakeslee, of Galien, is strengthened and encouraged in the 
:Michigan, also stated that Br. Burnham work. 
had called there and preached to numbers Br. D. S. Crawley, we aro pleased to 
of hearers. learn, by letter of recent date from him, 

Saints' Harps, Doctrine and Covenants, still has the interest of the work and salva
Hesperis, received, and on hand. Send in I tion of souls in view, and is laboring ancl 
your orders; they can now be supplied. looking forward to the time when he will 

Br. Charles E. Butterworth, writing from be circumstanced so as to spend much 
Dowville, Iowa, February 2d, said they more of his time in the ministry than what 
had been having some good preaching at he possibly can at present. We wish the 
the Boyer Valley Branch, by Brn. James time may soon come, for his service i;J. 

Caffall, J. M. Harvey and J. C. Crabb, for needed to answer the "Macedonian" cries 
which they feel thankful. The branch was I that come up from every quarter. 
in a better condition than it had been for Elder George W. Oman, of Petaluma, 
·years. 'fhe reason assigned was, that they California, writes January 31st, that he is. 
were more united and trying harder to do still in the faith. He is one of the "old 
their duty-hence tho gifts of the Spirit flow ' soldiers of the cross," was baptized in 1833, 
to them. passed through the severest persecutions 

Br. V\T m. 'f. Jones, writing from Syracuse, of the Church, is in the seventy.fifth year of 
Ohi.o, February 14th, bore testimony to the his age. Now that the years of his pil
truth of the work, spoke well of Br. 'f. W. grimage are drawing to a close, he is en
Smith's past labors there, through whose a bled to say, "'fhe old soldiers of the cross 
instrumentality he received the gospel, and have nearly all gone before 'me, so I am 
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made to rejoice that I shall not be a I as they advance, "We want no cowards in 
•stranger when I get to that better world." our band," &c. 

Br. Joseph F. McDowell, writing from 
Henrietta, Loraine eounty, Ohio, 2d ult., 
informs us that he is still defending the 
truth. At Mayfield, was kindly treated by 
the Methodist parson-was offered the use 
of the church at any time he wanted to 
.speak there, when it was not in use, and 
was assured that he could get plenty of 
homes among the people. Right ways of 
thinking, supported by corresponding ac
tions, will win the favor of true hearted 
people. 

Sr. M. A. Chambers, writing from ]'ish 
Creek, Wisconsin, January 30th, says, "We 
have no fault to find with our surround
ings, but feel to thank God that it is as 
well with us as what it is." She says they 
!have good people there, and think that 
with the blessing of Goel a branch could 
•be easily raised up there. They want la
borers in that region of country. 

Elder Thomas J. Smith, of DeSoto, 
Washington county, Nebraska, under date 
<Jf January 2Dth, informs us that he has 
bucldecl on the armor anew, and entered 
the field again for the conquests of truth 
and the extension of the Redeemer's king
dom. May success crown your labors, 
ibrother. 

Br. E. J\L Davis, of Beaver City, Utah 
Territory, ht a letter to Br. H. A. Stebbins, 
.on the 1st ult., stated that there are a few at 
that place who were nobly contending for 
the truth. They were living in hope that 
some of the Elders in Salt Lake City would 
.give them a call-thought a good harvest 
.could be reaped there. Brethren who can 
will please answer the call. 

Br. Wm. Hawkins, writing from Oregon, 
Holt county, Missouri, says the Saints are 
.striving to do their duty-that Br. and Sr. 
Smith's (T. W.) labors had been productive 
of much good there-dissensions and strife 
had given way to union and love, and a 
new feeling taken possession of the Saints. 
The scattered ranks are brought together, 
and the strongholds of the enemy are be
ing charged with redoubled fury, and 
,prisoners of hope captured, who, soon in 
ihe joy of their freedom, take their place in 
the ranks and fight for liberty too, singing 

BY request of the Messenger we insert the 
following, and commend it to the readers 
of the HERALD: 

In answer to inquiries as to the authority, 
aside from the necessity of the case, for the 
effort to build a meeting-house in Salt Lake 
City, we extract the following from the 
minutes of the Semi-Annual Conference of 
1872: 

"A letter from Br. W. W. Blair was read, 
stating the necessity of building a house of 
worship in Salt Lake City. A letter from 
Br. J. Ells, on the same subject was also 
read. 

"On motion of Br. H. J. Hudson and E. 
C. Brand, it was 

"Resolved, That a Utah Chapel Fund be 
established, and that contributions be soli
cited thereto, and that the erection of a 
suitable building be authorized; said build
ing to be erected as soon as practicable. 

"On motion of Brn. E. Robinson and E. 
C. Brand, it was 

"Resolved, That the presidents of branch
es be requested to take up collections im
mediately for the Utah Chapel Fund, and 
remit the same to Bishop I. L. Rogers, and 
continue to do so until a sufficient amount 
be obtained." 

IT is astonishing what strange things the 
populace will listen to from men who are 
having a run with the tidal wave of popu
larity; an instance is offered below, in the 
saying of Mr. Moody: 

"A paper called the .Apostolic Times pun
ishes Mr. Moody to the extent of three col. 
umns, for saying: 'If I thought that Bap
tism was God's way of saving men; I'd 
give up preaching, borrow a pail, and go 
around the streets, baptizing every one I 
met; and if they wouldn't let me do it, I 
would catch them asleep, and baptize them 
anyway. But that is not the Lord's way. 
He says: "Ye must be born again.'" It 
says that 'Satan will smile with the pro
foundest complacency at this statement.'" 

BR. AUGUSTUS DEPPER, JR., writing from 
London, Ontario, January 29th, says: 

"The work here is in good prosperity. * 
* * Thanks be to Goel that the little stone 
is rolling along. This city contains about 
twenty-five thousand inhabitants, and the 
Lord has opened a way for the Saints in a 
most beautiful place in the city. Our 
church is in the midst of thirty churches, 
and is large enough to contain four hun-
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dred. The promise is that it will be filled 
before long; there are now fifty members 
here." 

THE following is an extract from the Salt 
Lake Mail, and is taken by us from the St. 
Louis Republican, a copy sent us by a 
friend. The extract is headed, "Brigham 
Young's Great Opportunity-vVill He Use 
It?" 

"If Brigham Young had less pride of 
opinion and would follow the dictates of 
his own conscience and '.his judgment, he 
has it in his power to accomplish a work 
that but few men in this generation are 
privileged to perform. * * *' But let him 
by one bold manly stroke discard poly
gamy; fling the broken 'links of the devil
ish chain' which unites church and state 
to the winds; open the prison doors of his 
church dungeons and bid the freed souls 
think and decide for themselves; and the 
triumphal era of his life will break in 
splendor on the Egyptian darkness of the 
past, and the now muttering curses that 
gather to his grave shall disappear before 
the gracious beneficence of late but noble 
action. But few men have so golden an 
opportunity to retrieve the past, to secure 
the future, and bless a great and united 
people." . 

Now, while we should like to see Brig
ham Young acknowledge, in earnestness of 
soul, the great error of his life, (as we view 
it), we confess that we fail to see how the 
man can render the sunset of his life so 
golden hued, as the Mail urges that he 
might do. 

That he might do something toward 
making amends for the part he has taken 
in leading men into what we believe to be 
a great crime against the law of God, and 
the Church, we believe. But we also be
lieve, that were President Young to now 
state that he had erred, and that by the 
abandonment of polygamy he wished to 
make restitution to all for that error, and 
thus declare his penitence, many who have 
stood by him, and who have become poly
gamous at his direction and sanction, would 
cruelly curse him as a traitor to them and 
the church under his rule. 

These men would hold that they had 
been free but for him; and, now that he 
has passed the time of life when the doc
trine has any personal attractions fbr him, 
for him to abandon it is treason to them, 
and marks him as a moral coward; a sort 

of death.bed repentance-acceptable to the· 
cause of truth, indeed; but too late to en
large materially the glory to be hereafter,, 
or to change the cowl and cassock of con
demnation for the crown and robe of a glo. 
rious reward. 

To us it is questionable whether Brig-
ham Young has ever seriously thought up-
on the abandonment of polygamy; unless 
the thought has come in his declining 
years; and though there would be some-
thing sublime in his taking the bold step
suggested by the Mail, there would be· 
something grand, as some would regard it,_ 
in remaining steadfast to his long error,_ 
and "dying and making no sign." 

TnE Saints at Burnside, Hancock county, 
Illinois, secured the consent of the trustees
of the M. E. Church of that place, to use 
their church 1milding for Br. Forscutt to· 
preach in; but at the last moment the pas
tor interposed his authority and, of course, 
our folks were excluded. The Burnside
correspondent of the La Harper, published . 
at La Harpe, in the same county, remarks: 

"It seems to us as though a 'leedle' of' 
that Christian spirit is lacking here, among 
the brethren, as both the Christian and the 
Methodist churches refuse the use of their· 
buildings to Elder Forscutt for three even
ings. The people in this vicinity built the 
churches, and a smart man can't preach in. 
them. Oh, consistency, give us a rest!" 

A LAKE CRYSTAL correspondent of the 
llfankato ~Wis.) Union; in a late issue of 
that paper, bitterly denounces Br. vVm. H. 
Kelley, now laboring near there. To the 
invective of his correspondent the editor 
replies: 

"Our esteemed Lake Crystal correspond
ent evinces a good deal of heat against Br. 
Kelley. vVe must beg to remind him that 
religious toleration is our boast in this free 
land. The wisdom of Jefferson's golden 
words impresses more and more, the older
we grow: 'The world has nothing to fear 
from error, if truth be left free to combat 
it.'" 

In a subsequent issue of the same paper 
Br. Kelley gives a sharp and cheracteristic 
reply, which closes thus: 

"Now, what did I preach at Lake Crys
tal? Why, I affirmed a belief in God, in 
J-esus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost. Held 
that Christianity ancient should be Chris~ 
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tianity modern; the same God, the same 
Christ, the same Holy Spirit, with its 
gifts, powers, exhibitions, manifestations, 
and miraculous influence, the same ordi
nances, and alike Divine appointment to 
11e ministry; all of which I most assuredly 
believe. God docs not change, or walk in 
crooked paths. 

"\Vith great respect, I have the honor to 
be, my dear sir, that 'mighty man Kelley' 
a lover and teacher of truth, an Elder of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, a citizen, a soldier, a free man, and 
with you, believe that truth and error 
should have an open field, with impartial 

judges,-ancl the result will be inevitable, 
-a glorious victory for the right." 

'l'rrn Ogden Jimction, the organ of the poly
gamic church, at Ogden, in Utah, in its is
sue of February 9th, replies to our article, 

·"Begging the Question," in HERALD ofFeb
·ruary 1st. From this reply we copy what 
we suppose the editor intended to be its 
strong points, and make such comment up
on them as we may think necessary. He 
says: 

"We admit that polygamy was not a part 
of the creed of the Latter Day Saints at the 
·organization of the Church. Indeed, po
lygamy, taking the word to mean the social 
custom in vogue in Turkey, and .other east
ern nations, is not now, and never has been, 
a part of that creed. But it is idle for the 
Hercild, or any other man, to state that ce-

· 1estial marriage, which includes, under cer
tain regulations, the marriage of more than 
one woman to the same man, is not now au 

·established doctrine and practice of the 
Church. 

"It is a fact well known to an the civili
zed world that the Church has accepted · 
that doctrine, founded on a revelation given 
to Joseph Smith in 1843, and that in 1852 
that revelation was publicly read at a gen-
eral assembly of the Church in Salt Lake 
City, and from that date was publicly rec
ognized among the members of the Church 
in all the world, as part and parcel of their 
religious faith, its practice, however, being 
limited to Utah, because in that Territory 

·no law was in force prohibiting such 
JJractice. 

"That which is given to the Church by 
revelation and accepted as such, must cer
tainly be, according to its constitution, a 
tenet of the Church, and its practice 'an es
tablishment of religion.' 

"The Herald's statement that polygamy 
is declared a crime by the Church is a great 
mistake. The declaration in the appendix 
to the Doctrine and Covenants to which he 

.xefers, and which is not in the nature of a 
revelation, says: 

"'Inasmuch as the Church of Christ has been re
proached with the crime of fornication, and polsgam~·, 
we declare that we believe that one man should haTe 
one wife, and one woman but one husband,' &c. 

"Now, it will be observed that fornication 
is here called a crime, but polygamy is not. 
Also that a woman is positively restricted 
to one husband at a time, and a man is not. 
And it is clear by the wording that the 
writer presented these points in this manner, 
with an underntanding of the law on ce
lestial marriage, then incorporative, but 
afterwards to be made public. 

"As to the 'r(C)proach' of polygamy, the 
·clause refers to polygamy as popularly un
derstood under that name, and as practised 
in Eastern nations, which is as far from 
the "celestial marriage" of this Church, as 
sensuality is from the chaste relations of 
properly regulated matrimony. 

"The statement of the Herctld, that Con
gress may rightfully suppress this practice 
of our religion, is', then unsupported by any 
proof, and is founded in a malignant desire 
for the overthrow of a people whom the 
Herald editor opposes. 

"The Herald further says: 
"~If there be an equal number of marriageable men 

and women in a community, and any one man takes 
more than one wife, he is debarring some other man 
from the exercise of this privilege, and is committing 
constructively a trespass against him, and a crime 
against the law protecting his rights.' 

Wonderful logic! Astonishing legal acu
men! Does the law give the right to any 
man to marry a woman if she doesn't want 
him? Does a system allowing plural mar
riage compel any woman to unite herself 
with a married man? The same logic woulcl 
debar a widower from marrying again, be
cause there are many bachelors who want 
wives. Plural marriage gives the choice 
to women, and a chance to marry the man 
whom they would rather have than any 
other. The single man is not debarred from 
marrying the woman if she is willing, and 
if she is not, must she be compelled to have 
him because of the 'right' which the He1'
ald has set up for bachelors? 

But in most communities the number of 
marriageable women exceeds the number 
of the marriageable men, and the subject 
of "l'Vhat is to be done with the surplus wo
men, has been a problem which many wise 
statesmen have endeavored to solve, but in 
vain. The very idea of 'surplus women' is 
a libel on the fair sex. If an opportunity 
was afforded all of them to marry, the term 
would become obsolete, as it should. 

But whether marriageable women are in 
excess of, equal to, or less than the mar
riageable men, the right of choice on their 
part, woulcl throw out the Herald's bogus 
'righ1J' of bachelors to marry. It has no ex
istence but by consent of the other sex, and 
plural marriage leaves the women free to 
unite with either a, married or single man, 
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according to her own free choice. Debar 
her from this privilege, and the Hm:al

1
d's 

doctrine of trespass upon human ng11ts 
would anply in her case aml thus any law 
which pi·events her exercise of this privilege 
-0ught to be 'suppressed by Cor:gress.' 

"When the Herald has d;gestecl the 
above we haYe more to offer." 

To be digested, the foregoing must first 
be swallowed; but before we swallow it 
we propose to look at it a little. 

It is admitted that polygamy, (and we 
mean Utah polygamy); a plurality of 
wives for one man, was not a part of the 
·creed of the Church at its organization; 
let this be borne in mind. 

It is not "well known to the civilized 
world that the doctrine was founded on a 
revelation; given to Joseph Smith." The 
only evidence that the world has that 
Joseph Smith ever received the revelation 
usecl in Utah as the originating sanction 
for polygamy, is the word of Brigham 
Young only. This word was giYen at the 
same time the so-called revelation was 
publicly reacl; and this, instead of being 
at a "general assembly of the Church,'' was 
at a "special conference," held August 29th, 
1852. It is not a little remarkable that the 
public declaration of so important an ac
cession to the creed of the Church should 
have been so long delayed; and then the 
sacredness of a command of God for the 
practice of something so utterly at variance 
with former commands to the Church, must 
depend upon the word of a man already 
steeped and hardened in that very prin
ciple which is to be canonized by that 
wor.c1. 

The statement that the practice of poly
gamy was limited to Utah, "becattse in that 
territory no law was in force prohibiting 
such a practice," is a concession of precise
ly what we claimed; that being contrary to 
the laws where the Church was instituted 
and prospered, it could not become an "es
tablishment of religion,'' within the mean
ing of the constitution, at any period sub
sequent to the origination of the Church; 
for precisely the same reasons that it could 
not have been en grafted into the creed at the 
:first. The constitution of the Church was 
formed under those laws which forbade po
lygamy; and hence, no provision could be 

made for it to come in afterwards. And 
this, by reason of the very Church articles 
and covenants, to which we have before 
referred: "Let no man break the law of 
the land, for he that kecpeth the laws of 
God, hath no need to break the law of the 
land."--D. C. sec. 58: (18.) 

One strong plank in the constitution of 
the Church; one of the old-time boasts of 
the Elders; one of the best appeals to the 
attention of the world ever made by them 
who first preached the latter day work, 
was this, "Goel is unchangeable; therefore, 
the gospel is not changed; the plan of re
demption remains the same, and the reve. 
lation of his will in these last days is the 
same as in the Savior's time." 
'Now, we submit upon this point; if, the 

Church was organized upon an unchange
able platform, and this permitted but one 
liYing companion in marriage for either 
man or woman, as our friend of the Jwic
tion admits was the case at the start, when 
was that plank in the platform changed. 
Orson Pratt, in a discourse delivered by 
him in the Tabernacle, r,t Salt Lake City, 
October, 1869, said that the command to 
the Church in 1831 that forbade more than 
one wife, was a 1·ighteo·us law then; and we 
cite this opinion and ask, When did this 
law of 1831 become an unrighteous law? 
When did the charaeter of Goel who then 
gave the law change, so that what was 
then righteous to him has become unright
eous; and that which was then "wickecl 
and abominable" to him, became suddenly 
righteous and glorious? 

The Editor of the Jnnction must know, 
that he stultifies his manhood, and belittles 
his readers when he asks them to accept 
the reasoning adopted by him, and against 
which we write, as being the results of a 
calm examination of what he terms the 
truth. He must know that men necessarily 
expect that God, if he reveals himself to
day, must, to demand reverenee and confi
dence, reveal himself consistently with 
former revelations touching the things re. 
vealed to-day. And, if revelations, so. 
called, are distinctly contradictory to those 
formerly received, the Church can not be 
expected to receive them as from God, or 
be governed thereby. 
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The attempt to evade the conclusion we 
drew from the extract quoted from the ap
pendix to the Doctrine and Covenants, on 
the subject of marriage, in which we stated 
that polygamy was called a crime by the 
Church, is lamentably lame; and must be 
stamped by all readers as a subterfuge, un
worthy any man who can so· glibly write, 
"Wonderful logic." 

The editor must have forgotten, (it will 
hardly do to write that he must have been 
ignorant), of the fact, that the Book of 

·Covenants was, on August 17th, 1835, pre. 
sented to an assembly of the Church, by 
President 0. Cowdery; that John Whit
mer, John Smith, Levi Jackman, Leonard 
Rich, N. K. Whitney, John Corril, John 
Gould, Ira Ames, Erastus Babbitt, Wil 
liam Burges and Thomas Gates, acting for 
themselves, and in behalf of the several 
quorums of the Church, of which they 
were the representatives, pronounced the 
book true, and that the Church "accepted it 
as the doctrine and covenants of their faith 
by a unanimous vote;" that "W.W. Phelps 
then read an article on marriage, which 
was accepted and adopted, and ordered to be 
printed in sai_d book, by a unanimous vote." 
This article is the appendix. 

To say that all these men did not then 
understand that the "reproach" sought to 
be fastened upon the Church included 
"polygamy" as a crime, of like character 
as "fornication," is to charge them with 
duplicity of the most contemptible charac
ter. To assert that they did not then un
derstand that the words employed conveyed 
an explicit denial of any affinity for celes
tial polygamy, or its present or prospective 
practice, is to charge them with being 
guilty of double dealing most extraordin
ary, and deserving of no measured con
demnation. The language conveys but 
one meaning. If the Editor of the Jiinc
tion should say that John Jones 'vas guilty 
of the crime of house breaking and steal
ing, does he not say that Jones is guilty of 
the crime of stealing; or if he say that 
Jacob Johnson is afflicted with the disease 
of consumption and catarrh, does he not 
call cattarrh a disease as well as he does 
consumption. We might multiply and 
vary the instances, were it necessary, where 

precisely this same form of expression is 
used, all of which would bear us out in 
the statement that the Church did then and 
there brand polygamy a crime. 

The Jitnction is guilty of the very worst 
sort of "word twisting" when it states,. 
that the language employed, "that one man 
should have one wife, and one woman but 
one husband," restricts the woman from 
marrying more than one man, but does not 
restrict the man from marrying more than 
one woman. The folly of such a course is 
seen, when the object of making the state
ment is considered. That object was t(} 
place on record a defense against the 
charge (reproach) of being guilty of prac. 
ticing polygamy; (the marrying more than 
one wife); and was,not intended as a de
fense against the charge of polyandry, (the 
marrying of more than one husband), for 
no such charge was then made. 

This renders the spirit of the sentence 
clear. Intended as a defense against a 
serious charge, the words convey the spirit 
of that defense in a denial that poly
gamy was believed or practiced. John 
Taylor so quoted it in Boulogne, France, 
in 1850, and the language that he used is 
as follows: 

"We are accused here of polygamy, and 
actions the most indelicate, obscene, and 
disgusting, such that none but a corrupt 
and depraved heart could have contrived. 
These things are too outrageous to admit of 
belief."-Public Discussion, 0. Pratt's 
Works, page 8. 

And in refutation of the charges, Mr. Tay
lor read the section on marriage. 

Did Mr. Taylor not intend this to be un. 
derstood as a denial that polygamy, or any
thing of its nature was believed among 
those whom he represented in that debate. 
Most certainly he did. The charge was 
then too outrageous to believe. Please "di
gest" that, Mr. Editor of the Jwi6tion. 

But, says the Junction, polygamy, 'l'urk
ish polygamy, is not practiced here; is "no 
part of the creed." No one charges it, but 
the'Junction knows that itiis the polygamy 
of "Gtah that we have referred to and do 
ll"owref er 'to,-the~ mai;;:y iiig ~of 'ill'oretiillll 
one woman to one man, so that he has 
more than-oiie. 1~ife"li~ing~at

0

-the8ame 
time. 
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The language of sec. 49, (65), which the 
J>unction can not dodge by the statement 
that it is not a revelation, needs some twist. 
ing to make ii !it the idea of the woman 
being restricted and not the man, "Where. 
fore it is lawful that he should have one 
wife, and they twain [two] shall be one 
:flesh." Now one man and three women 
can not be "twain;" nor can one man and 
nineteen women be twain; they may be a 
score but not twain. Here the restriction is 
mutual. And so it is in the section on 
marriage, "Keeping yourselves wholly for 
each other and from. all others, * ,;, * hus
band and wije." 

The law compels no one to marry. We 
<lid not argue from this premise. Our po. 
sition was: if it is a command to marry, it 
is a command to all; if a privilege, it is 
so to all; anything done by one man, which 
prevents another from keeping the com. 
mand, or debars him the privilege, is con. 
structively a trespass against the one so 
debarred or prevented. The dash and glit" 
ter of the privilege given to women to mar. 
rywhom they like under a plural marriage 
is blinding; the privilege exists only in 
name. The Editor knows it to be untrue 
in practice, even in Utah. Did the editor 
marry his second or third wife, if he has 
more than one, at the choice of the second 
or third? Diel Am~lia and Ann Eliza, and 
the rest of President Young's wives, marry 
him because he was their selection and 
choice, unsolicited by him? Were they 
free to refuse? Does the Editor of the 
Junction hold himself in readiness to mar. 
ry any unmarried woman who may make 
him her choice? If so, how does it hap. 
pen that the most of second and third and 
subsequent plural wives are younger and 
better looking than the former ones? 

"Surplus women." How about the sur. 
plus men, Mr. Junction; how about them? 
Utah has an excess of men; and as accord. 
ing to your argument the women can have 
only one, and several may have that one; 
if one of twenty men is owned by twenty 
women, then there are nineteen surplus 
men; how about them, and their chance 
for even one wife ? 

Diel the daughter of Brigham Young, Jr., 
who lately turned a cold shoulder to the 

exalting powers of the men of Utah in the 
Church, to make sure of her sole interest 
in one man, pay a just tribute to her wo. 
manhood and the law of her God, "They 
twain shall be one flesh?" We certainly 
think so. 

We beg pardon for thus thrusting this 
upon the attention of the Saints; but as 
the Junction was considerate enough to 
give us our quietus in broken doses, we 
thought to be prepared for the rest threat. 
ened, by "digesting" this first. 

That we are not alone in our view that 
the government may rightfully suppress 
polygamy in Utah, we copy the following 
from an eclitoriar in the Birmingham (En
gland) Daily Mail, in reference to the me
morial from Utah, asking admission. The 
Editor says: 

"The reasoning put forward in this re
markable memorial is worth a little con
sideration. In effect, it is a plea for the 
fullest liberty of private judgment. It is 
an extreme illustration of the principle 
which has been advanced, with certain 
restrictions, by Mr. J. S. Mill, that in moral 
and religious questions each man has a 
right to please himself. Mr. Mill, how. 
ever, admits that in many cases this right 
of individual interpretation may be over. 
ruled by considerations of ethical expe. 
diency. When the Mormon women ask the 
law to sanction polygamy because it is part 
of the~r religion and their faith, they ask 
what, if granted, would be a fatal precedent 
to a State's morality. Nothing ought to be 
conceded to individual liberty which is 
inexpedient for the welfare of a State. We 
will suppose an extreme case: that of a reli
gious sect holding the belief that the ex. 
termination of openly sinful livers was a 
praiseworthy and pious act. The execution 
of that belief would, of course, legally be 
murder, and no State could tolerate the 
perpetration of a crime merely to satisfy 
the 'religious' principles of eccentric and 
misguided men. The Government in such 
a case would have a clear and undoubted 
right to put clown principles hostile to pub. 
lie safety. In the same way, we venture to 
maintain that Government has an equal 
right to put down a system, or to discourage 
it as far as possible, which is subversive of 
public morality. The fact that it forms 
part of a religious creed makes no material 
difference to the argument. If the principle 
that anything advanced as part of a religious 
system might be sanctioned by the law were 
once to be admitted, we should have society 
ovel'run with sects whose main object was 
to practise vice and perpetrate crime under 
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the disguise of religion. If the United 
States Government were to admit the le
gality of polygamy in one part of the Union 
they could not consistently exclude it from 
another. Any bigamous adulterer would 
only have to plead a belief in the spiritual 
necessity for more than one wife to defy 
the law of monogamy which has been found 
so essential to the morality of our Western 
civilization. Society-at any rnte the so
ciety of English-speaking races-would go 
to pieces in a chaos of unrestrained passions 
if such a dangerous principle were to be 
once recognized. 

"Besides, it is to be observed that the laws 
against polygamy have not been made for 
Utah specially. The Mormons introduced 
a system that was at open variance with 
the accepted system of public morals. They 
have no more right to complain than an 
organized association of pickpockets would 
if the London police took them into custo
dy. On the whole, perhaps, the inhabit
ants of Utah have been treated with too 
much leniencv. Their system was allowed 
to grow up in defiance of law, partly be
cause Utah was for many years almost in
accessible to the agents of repression, and 
partly because the crime of polygamy was 
difficult of proof. Now that Utah is brought 
by means of the Pacific railroad, into com
munication with the rest of the Union, it is 
more than ever necessary that this rank 
weed of plural marriages should be pulled 
up by the roots. ·vvhat the women of Utah 
ask is absurd. If their prayer were grant
ed it would be a curse to them and a curse 
to the women of the whole of the United 
titates. If they are so firmly weddell to the 
idea that a tenth share in a husband and 
no more is the precise fraction necessary 
to ensure their eternal happiness, let them 
earrv out the new Exodns that has been 
talked of, and find in Palestine a more con
genial code of morality and the sanction 
of the :\'Iahommedan laws. If they choose 
to attach themselves to a creed which was 
made by lustful men for the gratification 
of their own passions, and clothed in a garb 
of mock righteousness to silence, if possi
ble, popular opprobrium, let them do it in 
a country where polygamy is a lawful in
stitution and where women are kept in a 
state of degraded subjection. There is no 
fear that the United States Government 
will ever give the faintest sanction to po
lygamy. The women of Utah may be so 
steeped in credulity as to believe themselves 
persecuted by the existing laws; but even 
those who are most fanatical on the relig
ions necessitv fm their conduct must in 
their heart of hearts loathe the revolting 
position in which they are placed. It is a 
pitiful thing to find 23,000 wives who arc 
no wives petitioning to have their degrad
ing fetters forged anew." 

BR. TrrmrAs Mn.LARD, of Carson City, 
sends us a clipping from the Nevada Tri
bwie, in which that paper gives an extract 
from the MESSENGER, with l!fiattering com
ment, in favor of the views expressed. 

Br. 1\Iillard, also, sends two or three no
tices of his efforts, in Carson City, cut from 
the same paper, one of which we give: 

"There will be a meeting of the members 
of the Reorganized Church of Latter Day 
Saints at the Ormsby County Court Room 
this evening. These are J osephite Mor
mons, of course. There are no other in 
these parts. The services of the evening 
will begin at seven o'cloek. A general in
vitation is extended." 

Br. :Millard was anxious that the clergy
men should come out to hear him. Wheth
er they did or not is not stated. The paper 
states that our brother is an able minister. 

BR. H. G. CArrOON, of Middletown, Cali
fornia, wTites: 

"I was in hopes to see the HERALD ' 
come out weekly. I am willing to give 
ten dollars the first year to get it started, 
for my part." 

A few men of similar spirit, would in
sure success. This brother is "most sixty,'' 
as he says; but wants the light to spread_ 

WILL this apply to Saints? 
"In the line of 'How to bring up Parents' 

is the speech of a little boy who said, 'Fath
er, I think you should give up swearing or 
family prayers.' " 

OMAHA, Nebraska, 
Feb. 4th, 1875. 

Brother Joseph:-I will now give you a 
sketch of my labors since Fall Conference. 
After I had moved my family into Colum
bus, I got work at husking corn, and when 
I could find an opening I preached in the 
week evening, but on account of the cold, 
I only had two privileges. I returned to 
Columbus and preached there every Sab
bath, but without any visible effect, other 
than strengthening the Saints. On the 10th 
of January I left to go into Iowa, in accor
dance with the oft repeated wishes of the 
people there. On my way I preached six 
discourses in the neighborhood of brother 
Thrush and Stubbart, to large and attentive 
audiences. A Baptist preacher, who had 
warned his people that if they embraced 
J\Iormonism "they would have to swallow 
Joe Smith and Polygamy together,'' was 
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present four times, but was silent, only as 
he told the people I was "a square toed 
preacher." As I had occasion to i"eturn 
home on the 16th, I left an appointment 
for the 18th, but on my coming from Col
umbus, (about thirty-five mile), I found the 
pulpit occupied by a Presbyterian minister, 
and my meeting put off until next evening. 
I heard his reverence, and at the close he 
-said "somebody else wanted to preach to
morrow night; but I don't know whether 
to give way or not." He did not like to 
tell who that "somebody else" was, but I 
arose and told him who it was and that "my 
appointment was for that present evening, 
and I knew nothing of the transfer; but as 
he did not want to give way, 6ven for the 
next evening, I would give way as I want
€d to pass on." I found all his hearers 
were not pleased with his course, however. 
After spending the next day with brother 
:Stubbart, I passed on to Fontanelle, Wash
ington county. I got to preach twice in that 
place; audience not large, but attentive. 
'They requested me to visit them on my re
turn. My brother lives here, but this re
·quest was from the outsiders. 

I here acknowledge my obligations to 
brother and sister Thrush, and brother 
Stubbart and wife, as well as brother Stub
bart's son, for kindness received in their 
homes and for conveyances to carry me 
from place to place. Brother Stubbart's 
wife was a member of the Baptist Church, 
b_nt is earnestly and intelligentiy investig2.
trng the truth. 

After I had visited Fontanelle, my neph
ew kindly brought me to the Elkhorn 
Branch, Douglas county, Neb., where I 
preached five times, to very attentive audi
ences, and baptized two intelligent young 
men, weather very cold, ice thick, but no 
:flinching. Bro. Thomas Galley and myself 
confirmed them, after instructing them in 
the necessary duties, etc. Others are be
lieving, and I was very earnestly requested 
to visit them on my way back. Brother 
Leach is the president of the branch; but 
he was sick and could not attend; but all 
<\f his family earnestly seconded my efforts, 
by every means in their power. One man 
who had been in the Church in the days of 
your father, avowed his determination to 
enter in again by the door that he might 
give no occasion for reproach, but he 
thought he was not ready then. Others 
I found who had been to Utah, some sec 
the truth while others can hardly discern 
it. One young man (a German) confessed 
to believing our teaching; had been studv
ing in a Methodist College for them inistry; 
was raised a Catholic, but when of age to 
judge, he joined the Methodists. He says 
he never could tell why he came to the 
west, but since hearing the truth he feels 
that he now understands it. He confessed 

his faith, but wants time to weigh the mat
ter thoroughly. A lady by the name of 
Dinsdale, who had belonged to the Brig
hamite Church, rejoiced in the truth. Both 
she and the husband treated me very kind
ly, and he brought me to this place. I trust 
both will take hold. One gentleman arose 
in the meeting and said I tolcl him more 
truth than he had ever heard before. An
other very kindly thanked me for coming 
to preach to them. 

When I left the Saints, some shed tears, 
and pressed me to come again. In tht), 
country places, and especially where it is 
thinly settled, it is often too cold, or too 
dark for the people to turn out in the even
ing; so I thought I would come where 
there were better opportunities to do good. 

I am thankful to God that I can say that 
he blesses me greatly in declaring his t:ruth, 
and all are compelled to ::icknowledge, that 
if the Bible is true, our doctrine is; but 
some say "they can't go old Joe Smith;" 
others declare it is true, let Joseph Smith 
be what he may. 

Joseph, I love to labor for the truth; but 
I am not yet used to leaving my family, 
and I guess I shall always find it a great 
sacrifice, I shall be glad when the work is 
done. I remain your brother in Christ, 

CHARLES DERRY. 

V\7ARATAII, N. S. W., Australia, 
J amrnry 12th, 1875. 

Bro. Joseph:-The mail arrived here a 
few days ago bringing us Books of l'\Ior
mon tracts and Heralds all right to order. 
The prospects for making a good use of 
them are opening up more and more. I 
have just returned from a tour up the coun
try one hundred miles north of this place. 
where I found some good souls seeking the 
truth. I preached at several made 
many friends to the cause; have 
sold a number of New Translation, Book 
of Jlliormon and Covenants if I had had 
them; also bantizecl two iwod souls into 
the Church, ai1c1 left many reading our 
trncts, Heralds, etc. Please sen cl the en
closed order as soon as convenient. vVe 
want help, the field is large and the way 
now open for several good Elders, can you 
send them? (Brigham has sent seven or 
eight here, poor fellows, they will find it a 
hard mission ; for Brigham Young, Polyg
amy, and 1\Iorrnonism, is as much talked of 
here as it could possibly be in America). 
Fanny Stenhouse is still lecturing in this 
Colony; but she does us no harm. Noth
ing can hurt the truth. 

The Saints are getting along as well as 
can be expected in a new field. I baptized 
one two days ago, ancl expect to baptize five 
or six more on Saturday next. Some oftlle 
brethren are doing well with our Sunday 
School at Wallsend, where the young 
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Hopes are learning the will of the great 
Master, as the Hopes in Zion's land. The 
Lord is with us in spirit and our faith is 
stronger in the good cause. I expect a vis
it from Bro. Ellis of Sydney, he will take 
a short round with me here, then I return 
with him to Sydney to see the Saints there. 
Then make my way to Manning River 
Country and back by where I have been, 
hoping to see many there added to the 
Church. Jifaythe Spirit guide me in all my 
course to a good end is my constant pray
er. I have every reason to be thankful, the 
Lord has given me good health to stand 
this warm and changeable climate, and 
has raised for me friends in every time of 
need. This part of the country has a per
fect famine for water, and much sickness 
thereby, while England is suffering with 
:flood. The signs of the time cause us 
many a serious thought ; but the Saints 
have nothing to fear, when Zion is swept 
there will he a resting place for the weary. 
The Saints join in love to you _and all in 
the Office. * * Should be happy to have 
a line from you. Your brother in the gos-
pel, G. RODGER. 

HANNIBAL, Mo., 
Feb. 16, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph :-I am happy to inform you 
of a kind visit we had from Bro. Mark H. 
Forscutt; I obtained the use of the M. E. 
Church through the kindness of the Rev. 
H. C. McBride, pastor, and the church com
mittee, for Bro. Mark to preach in. Sun
day, Feb. 13th, the pastor introduced him 
to the congregation as a Latter Day Saint 
of the Reorganized Church of Christ, not 
8alt Lake Mormons, and gave him his place 
for morning and evening and prayed God 
to bless him. Bro. Mark's subject was the 
"Second Coming of Christ," all were de
lighted and the best of attention paid. All 
seemd sorry that he could not remain long
er. We return our sincere thanks to Bro. 
McBride and our Methodist brethren for 
their kindness, praying God to bless them. 
Bro. Mark left, Monday, the 14th, for Pitts
field, Ills. May the Lord bless his labors, 
and may his lamp never grow dim. Yours 
in the gospel of Christ, JorrN TAYLOR. 

810, N. Seventh Street, 
ST. Lours, Mo., 

Feb. 2d, 1876. 
Br. Joseph Srnith:-Yours of the 26th of 

January came to hand on the 31st ult.ton 
my return from Alma and Caseyville. ' 

We had a profitable season at both pla
ces; some at either place express their in
tention to unite with the Church very soon; 
and among them Joseph Palfreyman, a fu_ 
gitive from Utah, he having :fled from there 
with his family in about 1856 or 1857. 

On returning from that land of misrule 

and oppression he tried to turn to infidel
ity, and for years has had no interest in 
matters of religion. But of' late his mind 
has been deeply impressed to return to his. 
first love. On last Thursday night he 
walked from O'Fallon to Alma, a distance
of two miles or more, through the rain, to· 
hear us. After meeting he testified that 
the same Spirit attended our preaching 
that attended the meeting of the first or
ganization in England; and that he had 
not experienced such a blessed manifesta
tion for the last twenty-six years. 

Br. Hazzledine met me last Saturday at 
Caseyville, and took an active part in the· 
services. His health is now good, and he 
is in excellent spirits. 

The Lord is confirming his word through 
the gifts and graces of the Spirit, in many 
places in this district. 

Sr. Coleshaw, of this city, fell and hurt 
herself badly, well nigh paralyzing her 
right side and limbs. On the third day 
after the accident, when she was suffering 
much pain and inability of body, it pleased' 
God to heal her instantly through the 
anointing with oil and laying on of hands 
and prayer. In a moment after the admin-. 
istration she arose and walked, and, with 
tears of joy and gladness, praised God with 
many words of thankfulness for his mercy 
and goodness. 

With sentiments of esteem I remain a& 
ever, yours in the gospel bonds, 

Wu. W. BLAIR. 

BrnMIXGHA::lf, England, 
Jan. 31st, 1876. 

Br. Joseph Smith:-There are many of 
the readers of the Elerald on your side of 
the ocean, who I know are anxious to learn 
of the welfare of this the English mission; 
and none more so, than those who have la
bored in it. And to such I would say, the 
cause is onward. We thank God that he 
has blessed the efforts put forth through 
the past year; for many have been added 
to the Church, and the prospects for the 
present year seem to have opened equally 
good. 

Nine have already been baptized, and' 
others are ready and will be immersed 
shortly, as circumstances permit. Those· 
just mentioned are in the north, in a place· 
where the Reorganization has not yeli had' 
a start. And thus rolls the little stone cut 
out of the mountain without hands. 

The Saints generally feel well, amd arn 
desirous of doing all they can to bring oth
ers to a knowledge of the truth. We still 
keep freely distributing the printed word,. 
wherever opportunity offers, and feel sure 
that it is doing and will do good. By the 
help of God we shall still labor for the up
building of the kingdom and the establish
ing of righteousness; and to this end we: 
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:solicit your faith and prayers to assist us 
in every good work. 

With love to all who love the truth, I re
main your brother in gospel bonds, 

T. TAYLOR. 

Northern Illinois District. 
The above conference was held in Plano, 

Ills., February 5th and 6th, 1876. H. A. 
Stebbins presiding, M. B. Oliver secretary. 

Remarks by the president on the district; 
he thought there was not that interest man
ifested in our quarterly conferences that 
there should be. 

Br. G. A. Blakeslee of Galien, Mich., was 
~nvited to take part in the deliberations of 
<eonference. 

Branch reportf.-Batavia 14 members, 2 
~·emoved, 1 died. Plano 158 members, 2 re
moved by letter, 2 marriages; James Orick, 
·sen., ordained a Deacon. Mission 58 mem
bers, no change since last report. Braid
wood 67 members, 2 Elders, 1 Priett, and 1 
Teacher ordained. Pecatonica 10 members. 
2 baptized. Marengo 15 members, 3 receiv: 
-ed, 1 removed. Boone County 12 members, 
3 removed, reported by A. I3. Alderman. 
Burlington 36 members, no change since 
last report. Amboy 46 members, no change 
since last report. Streator 27 memb\1rs, no 
,change since last report. J 2,nesville 24 
members, 5 baptized, 3 received by vote, l 
died. Sandwich 48 members. 4 marriages. 
Fox River 41 members, and Lel&ndS mem
bei-s-no change in either, so stated by. the 
district president. 

'l'he president g&ve a statistic:>! report of 
the district, for the year. as follows: total 
last year 539, baptized 36, received by let
ter and vote 32, removed 25, expelled 1, 
died 6, present total 575, total gain 34. 

Reports of delegates.-M. B. Oliver, J. W. 
Briggs and H. S. Dille from Plano; E. Ban
ta from Sandwich, Odin Jacobs from Leland, 
and S. J. Stone from Amboy branches. 

Eider's reports.-:\'1. B. Oliver had labor
'8d as branch president; secured the servi
<ees of brethren J. W. Briggs, Joseph Smith, 
W. W. Blair a,nd others, to deliver a conrse 
of twenty· three lectures in the branch. * * 
Branch meetings pretty well attended; as a 
branch they had cause to rejoice in the work 
of the Lord; the gifts of the spirit were en
joyed from time to time. 

Joseph Smith.-Ifave preached away 
from the branch but three times since last 
confe\ence; assisted in delivering the course 
of lectures referred to. 

J. W. Briggs.-Have done no preaching, 
except in Plano, have not been able, as I 
anticipated, to get out from home. 

I. L. Rogers.-My faith has not been tried 
a great deal, but my patience bas. So far 

as the work is concerned, I don't know that 
I have done any good. I have sent out 
tracts-preached in that way. The work is 
truth- I can't deny it. I pray for its ad
vancement. I am satisfied that if we could 
get ourselves wrought up spiritually, it 
would be best for the Church financially. I 
hope the Saints will try and be able to sub
due self. 

G. A. Blakeslee (of Galien, Mich.) was 
not as much discouraged as he thought he 
was. Did a good deal of talking. Thought 
he should go home encouraged. Had never 
regretted taking hold of the work-said he 
knew the work to be true. He gave a good 
report of Br. George Burnham's labors at 
that place. 

C. G. Lanphear had preached but once in 
this district, prior to starting on bis journey 
East-thought his labors there had been 
productive of good. 

S. ,f. Stone had not do;ne any thing on 
account of sickness in his family-did not 
see how he could have acted different. 

E. Banta.-In company with Br. L L. 
Rogers-went to Fayette Co., Iowa and de
livered sixteen lectures; congregations foir 
-good interest manifested-my other la
bors have been mostly confined to the branch. 

P. S. Wixom had preached but four or 
,five times since last conference, Owing to 
age and infirmity he couid not do much, 
but wanted to do what, be could. 

A, Henrdickson said his heart was in the 
work, but owing to deaJness and his advanc
ed age, felt that he could not do much ; said 
he longed for tbe time when he could be at 
home with the Fathers. 

Priest Wm, Bronson had endeavored to 
live as he should, and always to say a good 
word for the work, and sought to discharge 
the duties he owed to his family, in giving 
instruction and in holding prayer with them. 

Teacher C. Danielson reported his en
deavors for the f!OOd of the work. 

Elders W. G, Harris of Batavia, H. Bart
let of Marengo, 0. Williams of Amboy, T. R. 
G. Williams and Priest T. R, Williams of 
Streator, reported by letter. 

Br. II. A. Stebbins reported his labors in 
the ministry for the past four months. Had 
preached in eleven places in Illinois and 
Wisconsin, and baptized two. In three of 
those places there will be some others to be 
baptized as the result-in Pecatonica, Chi
cago, and near Beloit. At the former place 
preached fifteen discourses. Those baptiz
ed were substantial citizens and full of gos
pel faith. Preached at Newark, Janesville, 
Afton, Burlington and Rochester, Wiscon
sin, and in Chicago on his way home. Had 
the use of two Baptist, two Universalist and 
one Union Church while away. He also re
ported the state of tbe branches not repre
sented by delegate. 
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Moved that when this conference adjourns 
it does so to meet at Braidwood, Will coun
ty, Ills., on the 4th and 5th of June, 1876. 

Resolved that the secretary of the district 
be instructed to issue certificates to Br. A. 
B. and Sr. Almina Alderman, of the Boone 
County Branch, according to the request 
presented at this conference. 

The following was offered for future con
sideration: 

Resolved that whereas the resolution pass
ed some years since, appointing the first 
Sunday in each month as a day of fasting 
and prayer is not honored, that the same 
be, and is here by repealed. 

Whereas, it appears from the reports of 
the Utah Mission that a meeting house is 
greatly needed in Salt Lake City; there
fore, resolved that we sympathize with the 
effort to build one there, and recommend to 
the Saints to aid the same. Moved by J. 
W. Briggs and H. S. Dille. 

The president called Br. M. Il. Oliver to 
the chair, and after discussion pro. and con. 
by the following named brethren, Jason W. 
Briggs, E. Banta, H. S. Dille, I. L. Rogers, 
Joseph Smith and H. A. Stebbins, Br. Jos
eph Smith moved to amend by inserting the 
words, "who may be willing and able," fol
lowing the word "Saints." Amendment ac
cepted and resolution passed by a majority 
vote. 

Preaching in the eveninll'. by Br. C. G. 
La!Jphear, followed by Br. H. A. Stebbins, 

Sunday, 9·30 a.m.-The case of Thomas
on vs. Thomason was called up by the pres
ident. Br. Odin Jacobs, president of Leland 
Branch, made a statement of the case, when 
the following was adopted. 

Resolved that in the matter of difficulty in 
t.he Leland Branch, this conference appoint 
Br. C. G. Lanphear as a committee to en
quire whether the parties to said difficult.y 
will accept the decision of the court as made 
and reported to us, and authorize him to 
report at our next session; and if it should 
appear that either or both refuse to accede 
to the Elders' decision, that one or both so 
offending shall be disfellowshiped, by act of 
conference, there being too few members in 
the branch to carry the decision into effect. 

Brethren H. A. Stebbins and J\I. B. Oliver 
were sustained as president and secretary. 

The spiritual authorities of the Church 
were sustained, and also the Bishoprick. 

Whereas, it appears from the reports of 
the district that some of the branches are in 
an inactive and lukewarm condition; there
fore, be it resolved that a committee of two 
be appointed to communicate with and visit 
such branches, !lnd investigate the causes 
thereof, and aid in removing the same, and 
seek thus to restore and "confirm the 
churches" in the faith of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

I 
10·30 a.m.-Preaching by brother Joseph 

Smith, from Ps, 84: 10, "l had rather be a 
door-keeper in the house of my God, than 
to dwell in the tents of wickedness." Time 
aud space would fail us in this connection to 
give a summary of the discourse; but we 
will let it suffice that it was good, and that. 
the position of door-keeper was rendered 
honorable, and especially so in the house 01" 

Church of Christ. To illustrate: John the 
baptist was a porter or door-keeper; was a 
true man undoubtedly, because he was sent 
from God, received his authority from the 
Highest. Among prophets he stood pre-em
inent, there having never been a greater 
born than he. To him the Good Shepherd 
went seeking admission into the sheep-fold, 
and who will not say that John's was an 
honorable position; hence a door-keeper or 
minister in the Church or house of God, t<> 
conduct souls through the door into the light 
and liberty of the same, was shown to be 
no menial position. 

2 p.m.-Sacrament meeting conducted by 
brethren I. L. Rogers and A. M. Wilsey, as
sisted by M. B. Oliver and F. G. Pitt, after 
which an hour was spent in testinony and 
exhortation; much of the good spirit was 
enjoyed. 

7 ·30 p.m.-Preaching by Bro. E. Banta, 
from Acts 16: 31, "And they said, Believe 
on the Lord Jes us Christ and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house." He showed from 
the context and other scriptures that mere 
faith without obedience to other require
ments of the gospel law was not sufficient 
to save man, uncoupled with works being 
lik~ the body without the spirit, dead. 

Massachusetts District. 
The 0.bowe conference convened at Saints'' 

Meeting House, Dennisport, Mass., January 
8, 1876. Elder Jesse W. Nichols was cho
sen president; John Gilbert and E. W. 
Knight, clerks. 

Elders' Reports -Jesse W. Nichols, Na
than Eldredge, Cyriel E. Brown, Eleazer 
Small, A. K. Whittemore, Ebenezer Joy, 
Louis Chase, Albert C. Nickerson, Isaac 
Smal, and W. Bearse reported in person. 
Wm. Pond and Edgar Woodward reported by 
letter. Priests Nathan C. Eldrege George 
Linn el and John McKee reported in per
son, Wm. Bradbury by letter, and Amos D. 
Moon by proxy. Teachers Elisias Chase, 
Henry Islieb and Ahia Wixon reported in 
person. 

Evening.-Preaching; after which, El
ders Chas. N. Brown and John Gilbert re
ported in person, and S. Butler E. Vickers, 
and Priest John Potts by letter. 

Branch Reports.-Boston, Dennisport, 
Providence, Fall River, Simmonsville, Fail' 
Haven, Ct., and Plainville, Mass., all of 
which were referred to an examining com-
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mittee, consisting of C. N. Brown, E. N. 
Webster and C. E. Brown. 

Committee on North Dartmouth Branch 
affairs reported their labors, which report 
was accepted, and committee discharged. 

Committee on case of D. F. Coombs pre
sented their report, together with a letter 
from Br. Coombs, which was read; and on 
motion the matter was referred back to the 
committee, who were instructed to offer to 
the conference a recommendation in his 
case. 

Resolved that the record of the North 
Dartmouth Branch be delivered up to the 
clerk of the District., and that he be em
powered to enter all names upon the dis
trict record not found therein. 

Committee on branch reports reported, 
which was accepted and committee dis
charged. 

Statistical Report of Branches.-Boston: 
41 members; 2 baptized. Geo. C. Smith, 
pres., Edgar Woodward, clerk. 

Dennisport: 59 members ; 1 baptized, 2 
received by vote. Thoipas F. Eldredge, 
pres., Nathan·C. Eldredge, clerk. 

Providence: 53 members; 1 baptized, 7 
removed by letter. S. H. Morse, pres., 
Frank A. Potter, clerk. 

Fall River: 138 members. One error in 
last report ; 1 baptized, 3 received by letter, 
1 removed. John Gilbert, pres., John 
Smith, clerk. 

Simmonsville: No change. A. A. Warner, 
pres., W. Fenner, clerk. 

Fairhaven, Ct .. : 8 members. Jas. Collier, 
pres., Herbert W. Vincent, clerk. 
~ Plainville: 7 members. Chas. A. Coombs, 
pres., Carrie Coombs, clerk. 

Bishop's Agent, Elias N. Webster report· 
ed as follows: Heceived since appointment 
S20. 50. Paid to President of District $2. 
Balance on hand $18.50. 

Sunday i\Iorning.-Committee on D. F. 
Coombs' case recommend t.hat the question 
be dropped; which was accepted, and com
mittee discharged. 

Resolved that this conference urge upon 
all branches to execute the resolution pass· 
ed by the General Conference, whereby all 
scattered members, not in union or good 
standing with any branch, shall be subject to 
and be dealt with by the presiding officers of 
those branches nearest to them, and by them 
be restored if possible; or be tried and con
demned by such ofilcers, and their case be 
reported to the following district conference. 

A letter recommending Br. Wm. Brad
bury to the conference for ordination to the 
office of an Elder was received from the 
Providence Branch, which was accepted; 
and it was voted that the brother be so or
dained. 

A letter from A. J .. Cowden was read, 
which contained his license. He stated in 

this letter that he had made up his mind to 
withdraw from the church. On motion, his 
case, together with the documents, were re
ferred to a committee of two Elders, con
sisting, of C. N. Brown and T. F. Eldredge, 
with instruction that they report to the 
next conference. 

At 10:30, preaching by Elder John Gil
bert to a. large and intelligent congregation. 

Afternoon Session.-Preaching by Elder 
George C. Smith, on the Body of Christ, to 
a large congregation, followed by remarks. 
from others. 

Evening Session.-Preaching and testi
mony meeting. 

Monday, 8 A.M.-Elder Wm.'. Pond's re
port, after some remarks, was unanimously 
accepted. 

Resolved that we hold the next confer
ence at Fall River, on the 15th and 16th of 
April, and that the Bethel Sabbath School, 
of Fall River, be granted the privilege to. 
hold a concert during the session of confer
ence. 

, All the quorums and spiritual authorities 
of the Church were sustained in righteous
ness. 

Resolved that we sustain Jesse W. Nich
ols as president, and John Gilbert as clerk 
of the Massachusetts District for the next 
three months. That Elder Geo. C. Smith· 
be appointed t.o act as connsellor to the 
President of the District. That all holding 
missions be sustained in their present field 
of labor. That Amos D. Moon be appoint
ed a mission to West Greenwich, R. I. 
That E. N. Webster be appointed a mission 
to Lawrence, Nashua and vicinity of Boston. 

Western Maille District. 
The above conference convened at Buck's 

Harbor, Maine, December 31, 1875, and 
January 1, 1876. Thos. Ames president, 
.J. B. Knowles secretary, M. H. Cousins 
assistant. 

Visiting brethren were invited to partic·· 
ipate in the conference. 

Branch Reports.-Brooksville: 23 mem
bers, 1 died. Green's Landing: 34 mem
bers, 3 disfellowshiped. Rockland: 17 
members, 1 added by vote. Little Deer Isle 
and Bear Isie the same as when last re
ported. 

Officials present: Elders 8, Priests 2, 
Teacher 1. 

Elders Reported.-T. Ames, J. Eaton, 
John W. Blast.o, Asa Carter, .John B. ~Ea
ton, S. Eaton, E. W. Cousins, G. W. Eaton, 
also Priests L. C. Gray and J.B. Knowlton, 
and Teacher E. B. Gray. 

After some discussion it was decided that 
the licenses of G. W. Cousins and Asa Car
ter were not legal, and it was moved that 
they render them up to the proper author
ities. 
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Evening Session.-Preaching by G. W. 
'Eaton. 

Sunday Session.-Prayer and testimony 
meeting. In the afternoon the funeral of 
.Joel Howard was attended. 

Evening.-Preaching by G. W. Eaton. 
Resolved that we help sustain the author

ities of the Church in righteousness, by our 
'.faith and prayers. 

Adjourned to meet with the Green's 
Landing Branch, April 21, 1876. 

Pacific Slope Mission. 
At the earnest request of many Elders 

-and Saints, notice is hereby given that cir
«JUmstances render it prudent to convene the 
next annual conference of the Pacific Slope, 
>at Washington Corners, Alameda county, 
California, on the 6th day of April, 1876, at 
10 A. M., instead of at Stockton, as pursuant 
to adjournment of October Conference. And 
'for the benefit of all, we most earnestly ap
peal to those who may be able, to come pre-
11ared to maintain themselves at the camp 
·of the Saints on the ground or .adjacent, in 
·order that those unable m&y be abundantly 
Pupplied by the well known hospitality of 
the Saints in that vicinity. With much 
fa.il.h and prayer, brethren and sisters, come 
·,me, and come all; not forgetting to bring 
the honest hearted stranger that is within 
thy gates, and may Goel assist. us mightily 
to advance the standard of trulh on this 
eoast. D. S. MnLs, 

President pro tem. Pacific Slope .Mission. 

NOTICES. 
AH persons knowing themselves to be in

debted to the HERALD Of!lce or Board of 
Publication by book account, ani earnestly 
requested to make settlement by the 15th of 
.J\farch, as the money is greatly needed. 

Some of the bills referred to have been 
'Standing several years, (and in the aggre
{;ate amount to several thousand dollars), 
notwithstanding duns have frequently been 
sent, but hitherto no response. To Latter 
Day Saints, such conduct should need no 
comment. We hope that those who have 
BOOK accounts with us will make pay-
ments immediately. JOSEPH SMITH. 

The members of the Quorum of the 
'l'welve are requested to meet at Plano, Ill., 
on the 3d day of April next. A full attend-
.nnce is desired. J. W. BRIGGS, 

Pres. of Quorum. 

Notified to Appear. 
Notice is hereby given that Elder .John 

Rounds, of the Boyer Valley Branch, of 

the Gallancl's Grove District, of the Church 
of Jes us Christ of Latter Day Saints, was 
silenced from preaching, February 12, 1876, 
and cited to appear at the District Confer
ence, to convene at Deloit. Iowa, the first 
Friday and Saturday in .June, 1876. By 
order of the District President. 

ELI CLOTHIER. 
GALLA.ND'S GROVE, Feb. 17, 1876. 

Elizabeth Jones, a member of Mill Creek 
Branch, Fremont county, Iowa, is hereby 
notified to appear at a meeting to be held 
at the residence of Br. Lewis C. Donalson, 
Fremont Co., Iowa, at 11 A.M., on the 11th 
clay of March, 1876, to answer to charges 
that may then and there be preferred 
against her. .T. W. CALKINS, Pres. 

W. CAI.KINS, Clerk. 
HAMBURG, Iowa, Jan. 28, ~876. 

Notified lo Report. 
William H. and Minerva Jane Donalson, 

having; removed from J\Iill Creek Branch, 
Fremont Co., Iowa, and not having reported 
for' a long while, are requested to do so, 
within three months, or their names will 
be dropped from the record book. 

J. W. CALKINS, Pres. 
WM. CALKINS, Clerk. 

ILurnuRG, Fremont Co., Iowa, JaN .. 28. 1S7G. 

D.isfellowsliipe<i. 
.John H. Davis was expelled from Pleasant 

View Brrmcb, Cherokee county, Kansas, 
January 29, 1875, for unchristian conduct. 

CHARLES ?.I. FULKS, Clerk. 
\"VEIR CITY, Kansas, Feb. 7, 1876. 

BORN. 
AL p],.,no, Ill., February 2d, 1876, lo the 

wife of President Joseph Smith, a son. 
At Hutchinson, Jefferson county, Colora

do, January 28th, 187G, to the wife of Bro • 
F. C. W.-.rnky, a son. 

At San Benito, Cal., January 25th, 1876, 
to the wife of Br .• J. H. Lawn, a son. 

MARRIED. 
At the residence of the bride's parents, 

Amanda, Ohio, January 19th, 1876, by El
der l\I. B. Williams, ]\fr. Robert G. Webster 
to sister Frances E. Hammer, both of the 
place above named. 

DIED. 
At Eastport, Fremont county, Iowrt, De

cembe;· 20th, 1875, of croup, Han'nah Mor
sell, aged 7 years, 2 months, 14 days. Fun
eral sermon by Elder Henry Kemp. 

At San J nan, San B<mito county, Califor
nia, December 31st, 1875, Sanford Thacle
ous, son of Jacob and l\Iartha Adkins, aged 
2 years, 10 months, and 10 clays. Was 
blessed September 21st, 1873, by brother 
C. W. Wandell. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



t'RUJJ; L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 159 

At Pall River, l\Iass., February 7th, 1876, 
of infiammat.ion of the bowels, Emma Thir
sa, daughter of brother William and sister 
Sarah Jane Clift. aged eleven months. Fun
eral service by Elder John Gilbert. 

At Boonsboro, Boone county, Iowa, Jan
uary 24th, 1876, Jan et, infant daughter of 
Br. Samuel and sister J\'fargaret. McBirnie, 
aged 7 months and 10 days. Funeral ser
vice by Br. John Peacock. 

On the San Benito, San Benito Co., Cal., 
January 15th, 1876, Sr. Ursula Hallowell, 
aged 16 years and 8 months. She united 
with the Church December 1st., 1873, under 
the teaching of Elder D. S. Mills; was bap
tized by J. H. Lawn. 

.At Hornerstown, N. J., January 28, 1875, 
Sr. Margaret Hankins, in the 67th year of 
her age. She was a good sister, and died 
in full faith of the gospel. Funeral sermon 
by Elder William Small. 

At the home of her son, Charles Tyler of 
Smethwick, Staffordshire, England, N ovem
ber 30, 1875, Sr. Ann Tyler, aged 79 years. 

Iler end was like the sleeping babe, 
Without a pang she passed away. 

Her peace on earth with Christ she made, 
And thus secured joy in that day, 

When Christ will come. 
At his residence, Spark Brook, Warwick

shire, Eng., .January 23rd, 1876, Br. John 
Webb, aged 76 years. 

At her residence in Dowville, Crawford 
county, Iowa, February 13th, 1876, sister 
Isabella S., wife of Elder Robert D. Butter
worth, aged 43 years, one month and 8 days. 
Born in Birmingham, England, where she 
embraced the gospel in 1849. In 1851 emi
grated for the salt land, and finding abom
inations of which she had not been taught, 
withdrew therefrom. Was baptized into 
the Heorganization, August 12th, 1860, by 
.John i\Ielntosh. 

Oh! mother, how we miss thee, 
And the counsels that you gave, 

Tha.t kept our feet in childhoodi 
In the straight and narrow way. 

Thou art gone to dwell in heaven, 
\Vi th the loved ones gone before; 

Yet w0 hope with Christ to meet thee 
\Vhen our earthly life is o'er. ' 

At Dennisport., Ca.pe Cod, Mass., January 
28th, 1876, Elder Horace Humphrey, a.ged 
68 years. Bom at Hartford, Ct., 1807; bap
by Clark Hallet in 1837; ordained an Elder 
by }'. Nickerson at Dennisport, where he 
labored faithfully in his calling, officiating 
as presiding officer of the bra.nob, and was 
greatly blessed with the gift of healing; was 
one of foe first to be baptized in 1866 at 
which time an Elder of the Reorganlzed 
Church first preached at Dennisport; was a 
worthy citizen, an obliging neigbbor and 
kind father; his confidence in the latter day 
work was unwavering, and his life stead
fast, consistent, and befitting a child of God· 
his mind was clear and calm until he pass'. 
ed over the river. 
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"HEARKEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, FOR THERE SHALL NOT ANY .MAN AMONG YOU HA.VI BAVX !If Bil 

ONJ! WIPE; AND CONCUBINES BE SHALL HAVE NONE."-Book of Mormon. 
"WHEN TlIE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN AUTHORITY, THE P:i:OPLJl RUOIC:B; BUT WHEN T.illil W!CR:lID BEARBTB 

RULE, TH:E PEOPLE MOURN,"-Prov. 29: 2. 

PJ,ANO, ILL., MARCH 15, 1876. No.6. 

The Go§pei. 
"But though we, or an angel from heav

en, preach any othe1• gospel unto you than 
·that which we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed."-Gal. 1 : 8. · 

We see from this text that all men 
who claim to be ambassadors of Christ, 
in any age or country, are all obliged to 
preach the same gospel or principles of 
i:mlvation that Paul and his co-laborers 
preached, or come under a fearful con. 
demnation; even to have the curse of 
·God to rest upon them. How all-import
ant it is then to know what Christ and 
his apostles preached. It is evident 
-from the seventh verse of the eighth 
chapter of Galatians, that as early ~s in 
Paul's day, some men were making a 
change in the gospel, to suit themselves; 
this seems to be the reason why Paul 
pronounced a curse upon those who had 
perverted or changed the gospel; but 
the curse was not limited to those before 
Paul, but it includes all who would do in 
like manner, in all future time. John 
the Revelator makes a like fearful dec
laration in the last chapter of Revela
tions, that if any man should add or 
take away that which would make a 
change, should receive a fearful punish
ment from God. In Christ's teachings 
on the mount, he said that whosoever 
should break one of his commandments, 
and teach men so to do, should not be 
saved in the kingdom of God. Now we 
desire to search the scriptures and ascer
tain what was preached, in order that 
we may not come under the curse, but 
know what to believe, in ordeJ: to obtain 
salvation, and to plea~e God. Now as 
we desire to please God, what is the first 
step? 

Whole No. 349 

"Without faith it is impossible to please 
him; for he that cometh to God must be
lieve that he is [has an existence J and that 
he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek hi!n."-Heb. 11: 6 

From this passage we learn that the 
first thing necessary to obtain salvation, 
or to please God, is to exercise faith; 

"Now faith ie the substance [assurance] 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen. For by it the elders obtained a 
good report. Through faith we understand 
the worlds were framed .by the word of God, 
so that things which a1'.'e seen were not 
made of things which do appear."-Heb. 
11: 1-3. 

Now as the worlds were framed 
through faith, we conclude that faith is 
more than a mere belief in God; but we 
learn from the above passage, that it is 
the power of God. Jude says: 

"Behold, when I gave all diligence to write 
unto you of the common salvation, it was 
needful for me to write unto yon and exhort 
you that ye should earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the 
sainls."-Jude 3. 

Now what kind of faith was this that 
was delivered to the saints, that Jude re
fers to? Paul in the 11th chapter of 
Hebrews, tells us something about that 
faith; he says: 

"By faith Abel offered unto God a more 
exc.ellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he 
obtained witness that he was righteous, God 
testifying of his gifts. ''" * By faith Enoch 
was translated that he should not see death; 
* * for before his translation he h11d this 
testimony, that he pleased God. * * By 
faith Noah, being warned of God of things 
not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared 
an ark to the saving of his house. * * By 
faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered 
up Isaac. * * Accounting that God was 
able to raise him up, even from the dead. * 
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·* Through faith he [Moses] kept the pass
over, and the sprinkling of the blood, lest 
he that destroyed the first born should 
touch them. By faith they passed through 
the red sea as by dry land. * * By faith 
the walls of Jericho fell down, after they 
were compassed about seven days. * * * 
And what more shall I say? for the time 
would fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Bar
ak, and of Samson, and of J ephtha; of Da
vid also, and Samuel and more of the proph
ets; who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong. 
Women received their dead raised to life 
again." 

Now we begin to see the necessity of 
Jude's exhortation, that we should 
"earnestly contend for faith." We see 
then that faith is the power of God; it 
works by love and purifies the heart, and 
makes us fit subjects to enter into a 
covenant with God, even a covenant of 
salvation. In entering into this cove
nant, God requires of us to forsake all 
our sins, not only to be sorry for the 
evil we have done, but to cease to do 
evil, and do that which is right, make 
restitution for all the wrong we have 
done as far as it is in our power to do 
so, and live in obedience to all his com
mandments; this is called repentance, or 
a change of heart; after which we can 
come before God, to claim and receive 
baptism. Now the question is; what 
shall we be baptized for? 

"Then Peter said unto them, Repent and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ * * for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost."-Acts 2: 38. 

"What!" says the objector, "do you 
think there is virtue in water to cleanse 
from sin?" I answer, "No; there is no 
more virtue in water to cleanse from sin, 
than there was in the brazen serpent 
that Moses raised up in the wilderness 
to heal the a:ffiicted, or in the river of 
Jordan to cleanse Naaman from the 
leprosy; it was obedience to the com
mand of God through his servants to 
look upon the serpent, or dip seven times 
in Jordan and be healed. Those who 
looked upon the serpent were healed, and 
those who would not obey the command, 
died .i and if N aaman had not obeyed the 

command, what would have been the re
sult? He would have died with lepro
sy. The command of God, through him 
who went to Jerusalem to be endowed 
with power from on high, when he spake 
as he was moved upon by the Holy 
Ghost, was, "Repent and be baptized *" 
* for the remission of sin." After Saul' 
was convinced that Jesus was the Christ, 
he desired to know what to do. Jesus· 
told him to go to Damascus, and there 
it should be told him; while he was. 
there, a man by the name of Ananias 
came to him and said, 

"Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that 
appeared unto thee in the way as thou earn
est, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive
thy sight and be filled with Holy Ghost."
Acts 9: 17. 

But this man, Ananias, who is he? 
Is he a man hired for a certain sum of" 
money to build up a certain sect? No;; 
he is a man divinely inspired of God,. 
sent of Jesus Christ, by direct revela
tion. Then let us hear what his mission• 
to Saul was, in regard to baptism. Ad
dressing Paul, he said: 

"And now why tarriest thou? arise and' 
be baptized and wash away thy sins, call
ing on the name of the Lord."-Acts 22: 16. 

Now, if we should preach that baptism 
is not :for remission, or to wash away· 
sins, as Peter and Ananias say it is, what 
would be the result? We answer, noth
ing less than to have the curse of God 
rest upon our guilty heads. , 

. But says the objector again, "If this 
is the truth, baptism would be a saving 
ordinance, and essential to salvation.'" 
Well, we will call Peter on the stand 
again, and let him decide whether it is 
a saving ordinance or not. Hear him. 

"For Christ also once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring 
us to God, being put to death in the flesh, 
but quickened by the Spirit: by which also 
he went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison; which sometime were disobedient, 
when once the long suffering of God waited! 
in the days of' Noah, while the ark was a 
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls 
were saved by water. The like figure 
whereunto even baptism doth also now save 
us."-!. Pet. 3 : 18-21. 

From this passage we learn that bap
tism is as much a saving ordinance to ui;1 
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as the ark was to Noah. Now if we can 
persuade ourselves that Noah could 
'have been saved without the ark, then 
in like figure, can we be saved without 
baptism ; but there is no Bible believer, 
that will for one moment contend that 
Noah could have been saved without 
obeying the command of God, to build 
the ark and enter into it; he certainly 
would have been drowned with all the 
rest of the wicked inhabitants of earth, 
regardless of all his righteousness. Then 
there is but one conclusion we can come 
to, and that is, to obey the words of Je
'8us; believe and be baptized. (See 
Mark 16 : 15). And the promise is, 
that we shall be saved. But the Phar
isees, and lawyers rejected the counsel 
of God against themselves, being not 
baptized of John. (Luke 7 : 30). Now 
shall we who seek salvation through 
Christ the Lord, the only name given 
under heaven or among men, reject his 
commandments? God forbid that we 
should do so. 

water, both Philip and the Eunuch; and 
he baptized him."-Acts 8: 38. 

Here again we have evidence that 
immersion is the proper mode of bap
tism. 

"And John was baptizing in Enon, 
near to Sali:n, because there was much 
water there, and they came and were bap
tized."-J ohn 3: 23. 

Now if baptism was otherwise than 
by immersion, what need was there for 
John to seek a place where there was 
much water? 

When I was a member of the Meth
odist Church, we never sought for a 
place where there was much water, be
cause it was not needed; a very little 
would baptize (sprinkle) a great many; 
but the fact of the case is, John did bap
tize by immersion, and much water was 
needed. · 

"Know ye not that so many of us as were 
baptised into Christ were baptised into his 
death? Therefore we are buried with him 
by baptism into death, that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of 

"Jesus answered and said unto him, If a the Father, even so we also should walk in 
man love me, he will keep [obey] my words. newness of life."-Rom. 6: 3-4. 
·~ * * He that loveth me not, keepeth not 1 This passage puts every thing to rest, 
my sayings."-.Tohn 14: 23, 24. ~ , 

and shows that baptism is a burial in 
From this passage we learn, that to water: now those who desire to teach 

love God is to keep his commandments; baptism, otherwise than by immersion, 
if we say we love God and keep not his will certainly have to get up a new ver
commandments, then are we liars and sion of the Bible, and ]eave the sixth 
false witnesses. Then let us go forth in chapter of Romans out. This can be done 
,the discharge of our duty, and be bap- very easily, but how is it with our text? 
tized for the remission of our sins, that It cannot be changed, and the curse of 
we may receive the seal of our adop- God will fall upon the guilty. 
tion, even the gift of the Holy Ghost; Having ascertained that the Bible 
and by so doing, we will by no means be teaches baptism by immersion, for re
found guilty of raising our puny hands mission of sins, we will next inquire, 
in opposition to God, or his holy law. who are the proper subjects for baptism? 

Being satisfied of the necessity of "And he said unto them, go ye into all the 
baptism, let us next ascertain the proper world, and preach the gospel. * * He 
mode. that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; 

"And it came to pass in those days, that but he that believe th not, (consequently is 
Jesus come from Nazareth of Galilee, and not baptized) shall be damned."-Mark 16: 
was baptized of John in Jordan."-Mark 15-16. 
1 : 9. From this and other passages we learn 

From this we learn that ,Jesus, our that three things are necessary before 
Leader, was baptized byimmersion;and baptism. Namley, the hearing of the 
as Paul says, we must conclude from gospel preached, and faith or belief in 
Christ's baptism, that immersion is the the things preached which comes by 
proper mode. hearing; and a repentance from sin. 

"And he commanded the chariot to stand I "But when they believed Philip preach
still; and they went down both into the ing the things concerning the kingdom of 
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God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they From this passage we learn that the 
were baptized both men and women."- Holy Ghost was not given at the time 
Acts 8: 12. nor place of baptism, but that it was. 

Not a word is said about any being given afterwards at a meeting where earn
baptized, only those who understood and est prayers were offered up to God, an<l 
believed the gospel; those whom John where the place or house where they 
baptized were not infants, but persons were assembled was shaken by the· 
who were capable of repenting and con- power of God. 
fessing their sins. Now if the candidate "Now when the apostles which were at 
must be capable of being taught, and of Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received 
believing the gospel, we conclude that the word of God, they sent unto them Peter 
adults ~lone are proper or fit subjects and John; who,whentheywerecomedown,. 
for baptism. The three thousand "who prayed for them, that they might receive 

h d f p t the Holy Ghost; (for as yet he was fallen 
were baptized on t e ay o entecos ' upon none of them; only they were bap-
were commanded to repent, before bap- tized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then· 
tism, and they gladly received the word, laid they their h&nds on them, and they re
therefore they could not have been in- ceived the Holy Ghost."-Acts 8: 14-17. 

fants. The jailor and his household From this passage we learn that these 
were capable of being taught, and of re- Samaritans bad believed and repented, 
joicing in God, because of the plan of and had been baptized for the remission 
salvation, before baptism ; hence there of their sins, and had obtained great 
were no infants among them; indeed we joy, yet they had not received the Holy 
have not a single instance on record in Ghost; and why? Because they had 
the Holy Scriptures, that infants were not yet obeyed the holy ordinance, 
ever baptized. through which the Holy Ghost was giv-

Christ has redeemed us from the sin en; even the laying on of hands. 
of Adam, hence baptism is for individ- "And when Simon saw that through the" 
ual sins; sin is a transgression of law, laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy 
and little infants know no law, (and Ghost was given, he offered them money,. 
where there is no law there is no trans- saying, Give me this power that on whom
gression), therefore they are saved soever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy 
~ h Ghost."-Acts 8: 18, 19. 
through the atonement of Christ; ence, 
as Christ says, "Of such is the kingdom To show the regard that God had for 
of God." Now, as there is not a shad- this ordinance, he would not give to Sau:l' 
ow of evidence in the Bible in favor of of Tarsus the Holy Ghost, only through 
infant baptism, we conclude tha~ it is an this means. 
invention of men, and not sanctioned of "And Ananias went his way, and en
God · therefore we conclude that those tered into the house; and putting [laying]: 
who' preach it, preach more than did his hands on him, said, Brother Saul, the 

Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee· 
Christ or his apostles, and as addition to in the way as thou earnest, hath sent me, 
that which is perfect is a perversion, the that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be· 
curse of God will rest upon the guilty. filled with the Holy Ghost."-Acts 9: 17. 

As the promise of the Holy Ghost It appears that Saul's faith, prayer, re
was made by Peter after baptism, we pentance and fasting were not sufficient to. 
desire to know how it is given, and what entitle him to the precious gift. No, it 
is its effect. It is not stated in the required ai1tlwrity froni God, to adminis
second chapter of Acts that the "three ter to him the holy ordinance through 
thousand" on the day of Pentecost ~e- which God o-ranted the gift. If Saul 
ceived the Holy Ghost, b1;1t t~e promise I could have r

0
eceived the Spirit without 

was that they should receive it. the "laying on of bands," why did he 
"And when they had prayed, the place (the Lord) send Ananias? God had 

was shaken where they were assem~led ~o- respect for the ordinance, and sent An
i;\ether:. and they were all filled with the I anias that. he (Paul) might be "filled! 
1:foly Ghost. and they spake the v.rord of 

1 
• 1- ' .. --.~,., -d- n / -~. 

1 
, 

God with boldness."-,\cts : 31. 1 w1L1 the t>I"o'"·· .c;.nd 1 au, nav .. 
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ing received authority to minister for 
Christ, we read : 

"And when Paul had laid his hands upon 
them, the Holy Ghoet came on them, and 
they spake with tongues and prophesied." 
-Acts 19: 6. 

While Paul speaks of the principles 
of the gospel he mentions the laying on 
of hands. (Heb. 6 : 2). 

"N egleot not the gift. that is in thee, 
which was given thee by prophecy, with 
the laying on of the hands of the presbyte
:ry."-I. Tim. 4: 14. 

"Wherefore I put thee in remembrance, 
that thou stir up the gift of God which is in 
thee by the putting on of my hands."-II. 
Ti!ll. 1: 6. 

From all these passages we learn that 
the laying on of hands is one of the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ, and 
essential unto salvation, as much so as 
faith or any other principle of the gospel 
of Christ. Through it we receive the 
Spirit, and as long as we live humble 
before God, it will ab!,c:le with us, to en
lighten our minds, open our understand
ing, and enable us to comprehend the 
things of God, as Paul says : 

''But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, niether have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath pre
pared for those that love him. But God 
hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit; 
for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God."-I. Cor. 2 : 9, 10. 

In conclusion, I bear my testimony 
that God has, in our day, restored the 
gospel, and the authority to preach it; 
and has, by the voice of his Spirit, and 
by the voice of angels, and by the voice 
of his servants the prophets, calied men 
and endowed them with authority and 
power, to call upon all nations, kindreds, 
tongues and people, to repent and be 
baptized for the remission of sins; and 
he has also commanded them to confirm 
the Holy Ghost upon all baptized be
li.evers, by laying their hands upon them 
with prayer, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

In obedience to these divine com
mands, the Apostles and Elders of the 
true Church of Jes us Christ of I .. atter 
Day Saints, are now, at a sacrifice of all 
that is near and dear to them on this 
eartb, visiting the nations of the earth, 

crying repentance, and pleading with 
them, and entreating them to flee the 
wrath of God that is soon to be poured 
out upon the earth, in believing and 
obeying the gospel, as it was preached 
by our Savior Jes us Christ, and his 
apostles, and as it is now preached by 
God's servants. 

Dear reader, have you truly repented, 
and do you believe the gospel? Is your 
heart humble and your spirit contrite? 
Have you a desire to be set free from 
sin, and be adopted into the family of 
God? If so, seek after a man who has 
been truly called of God, and has been 
ordained to the holy authority which 
God in his mercy has restored, through 
the ministration of holy angels, for the 
last time, to prepare a people for the 
coming of the Lord; and when you 
have found such an one, he will baptize 
you in the name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, and confirm upon you the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, by the laying on 
of hands, and you will receive a knowl
edge from God that your name is record
ed in the Lamb's book of life, and your 
heart will be filled with love, while your 
mincl will be fi.llqd with light, knowledge 
and understanding that the world knows 
not of. lYiay God bless you, is the 
prayer of your servant for Christ's sake. 
Amen. F. C. WARNKY. 

The C:ll!Ji"e for G®!lsi!p, 
What is the cure for gossip? · Sim

ply, culture. There is a great deal ot 
gossip that has no malignity in it. 
Good-natured people talk about their 
neighbors because, and only because, 
they have nothing else to talk about. 
As we write, there comes to us the pict
ure of a family of young ladies. We 
have seen them at home, we have met 
them in galleries of art, we have caught 
glimpses of them going home from a 
bookstore or library with a fresh volume 
in their hands. When we meet them 
they are full of what they have seen and 
read. They are brimming with ques
tions. One topic of conversation is 
dropped only to give place for another, 
in which they are interested. We have 
left t.hern, after a delightful hour, stim-
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ulated and refreshed; and during the 
whole hour not a neighbor's garment 
was soiled by so much as a touch. They 
had something to talk about. They 
knew something and wanted to know 
more. They could listen as well as they 
could talk. To speak freely of a neigh
bor's doings and belongings would have 
seemed an impertinence to them, and, 
of course, an impropriety. They had 
no temptation to gossip, because the do
ings of their neighbors formed a subject 
very much less interesting than those 
which grew out of their knowledge and 
their culture. And this tells the whole 
story. The confirmed gossip is always 
either malicious or ignorant. The one 
variety needs a change of heart, and the 
other a change of pasture. Gossip is al
ways a personal confession, either of 
malice or imbecility, and the young 
should not only shun i£, but by the most 
thorough culture relieve themselves from 
all temptation to indulge in it. It is a 
low, frivolous, and too often a dirty busi
ness. There are country and neighbor
hoods in which it rages like a pest. 
Churches are split in pieces by it. 
Neighbors are made enemies by it for 
life. In many persons it degenerates 
into a chronic disease, which is practi
cally incurable. Let the young cure it 
while they may.-Scribner for Janitetry. 

"l!ii Ulle Boo!i;. ®Ji' Doct:iriiue and 
\'Co'Hlllil~UEt!l a Revclatiou 01· 

Revelati@ns from God.'9 

Under the above heading, I notice an 
article in the number of the Herald for 
February first, in which the writer seems 
to think he has shown a disagreement 
between the teachings of' the Book of' 
Mormon and the Book of' Doctrine and 
Covenants, in regard to the "extent and 
duration of the punishment of' the wick
ed." He first asks, in regard to the 
word spoken through Joseph to Martin 
Harris. "Now, what are we to under
stand by this expression, 'Wherefore it 
is more express than other scriptures, 
that it might work upon the hearts of 
the children of men.' Was it for the 
purpose of making them think that the 
words eternal, endless, and forever, was 

to all eternity, in the fullest sense of the 
word, that it might have a benign effect 
upon them, and make them fear some
thing that did not exist? It seems so.'" 

It may "seem so" to the writer of that 
article, but his "seems so" deduction is 
certainly not legitimately derived from 
the language used in the revelation re
ferred to. The effect of writing one part 
of' a record "more express than another 
part, is the conveying with more force, 
making "more express" the truth con
tained in that part, than the truths con
tained in another part. The conveying 
of a trite impression with more power, 
not the conveying of' a false impression. 

The writer of that article underlined, 
and thereby caused to be italicised, some 
of the word8 which he used; and this 
caused them to be "more express" than 
his other words. Now, did he do this 
to convey a false impression, or to con
vey a true one with more force? Which 
does it "seem" to him he desired to con
vey. God doubtless intended to impress 
the minds of men with the eternal truth, 
that as long as He endures, they must 
be punished for their wicked deeds, 
hence it is written "endless punish
ment,'' "more express than other scrip
tures.'' 

The first language this writer quotes 
from the Book of' Mormon, which he 
thinks conveys the idea that individual 
punishment is to never end, is this: 
"That hell which hath no end." Because 
a place of punishment exists four hun
dred years, does that prove that every 
person put therein must remain there 
that length of time ? Because a place 
of punishment "hath no end," does that 
prove that every person put therein will 
never come out? Does the character of' 
the place, or principle of' punishment, 
define how long it must be endured? 

This hell "hath no end,'' because the 
principle upon which men are punished 
for their wicked deeds, the principle 
upon which this hell depends for its ex
istence centers in God, and He "hath no 
end." 

The next language which this writer 
quotes from the Book of' Mormon, which 
has anything in it we care to notice is 
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this: "An~ their torment is as a lake of I !he wick~d'. B~t the term •never-ending,' 
fire and brimstone, whose flames ascend- is as unlimited m one sense as in the other 

h d " ' et up forever and ever, and have no an no more so. 
end." A figure is here employed, to I The. same w~rds are often .used to con
represent the torment of the wicked; vey different ideas, and this d1'jference 
not the torment of them individually, ~ust ?e ascertained from the connection 
but the torment of which they are to m which they are used. 
:partake, some in one degree, and some From the expression, "With God in 
m another. This "torment is AS a lake a state of never-ending happiness " we 
of fire and brimstone, whose flames as- readily gather the idea, that the' state 
cendeth .~P for .ever and ever; and have will be e~dless, as well a~ the principle 
no end: This passage, then, only upon .which that state IS prepared for 
proves that the "lake of fire and brim- the righteous, and given unto them · 
stone,''. "'.hich is a figure, .representing but .from the sta;ement, "endure a never~ 
the prmciple of God's pumshment will endmg torment, 'we only can gather the 
never have an end, and not that the idea that the principle upon which the 
persons thrown therein will never come punishment is bestowed will never have 
out. an end, and that, therefore, 'the punish-

This writer thinks he has found a ment is "never-ending." Certain ones 
palpable contradiction between the Jan- are to endure this torment, but how 
guage found in the Book of Mormon long is not stated. 
"Therefore his final doom is to endure ~ His next quotation is this : 
never-ending torment," and the Ian- "Now repentance could not come unto 
guage of the Book of Covenants "It is men, except that a punishment, which was 
not written that there shall be no' end to as eternal as. the life of the soul should be 
this torment" affi;z:ed opposite to the plan of happiness, 

Th 
· . . which was as eternal as the life of the soul." 

ese passages are easily reconciled, . . 
when it is understood that the Book of This quotat10n states that repentance 
Mormon is speaking of the kind of pun- could not. be ~ffered unto m~n, except 
ishment, and the Book of Covenants of there was m ex~stence a "pumshment as 
the length of time individuals are to en- eternal as the_ life of the soul." Nof17, 
dure it. The Book of Mormon states that th~re,~ore, this ''endless :punishment," 
a "never-ending torment is to be en- this . lake of fire and brimstone" that 
dured, but does not say for what length "hath,,no ~nd,'' this '·never-ending tor
of t~me. Th.e Book of Covenants says, ment, existed before_ repent~nc~ was 
'-It is not written that there shall be no off~red unto men. _Did it exist man 
end to this torment." What torment? active state? Certarnly not, unless God 
The kind of torment of which God is was ~o unjust as to puni~h without ever 
there speaking. Of what kind is He ?fferrnl? rep_entance. Did its existence 
speaking? Individual punishment. And m an mactive state. destroy its eternal 
I affirm that it cannot be found from nature? No, for this last quotation de
one end of the Book of Mormon to the ~lares i.t to ha_ve b~en, at the time when 
other that individual punishment is it was m an mact1ve state, "as endless 
never' .to have an end, except in the as the li!e ?f the soul.': . . . 
case of the sons of perdition. Now if it could exist m an machve 

This writer's next quotation from the state be[~re repe:it~nce :W~s "o:ffered un-
Book of Mormon is this: ~o men, and this mactiv1ty not destroy 

its endless nature, why can it not exist 
after repentance has been offered unto 
men, some of them have rejected it, and 
been sufficiently punished for this rejec
tion, and this not destroy its endless na. 
ture? 

"A!ld if they hold out faithful, they are 
received. into Heaven, that thereby they 
may dwell with God, in a state of never
ending happiness." 

Of this he says : 
"'!'his last quotation it will be seen is 

in reference to the blessedness of the right
eous, in contradistinction to the torment of 

God's love is endless, therefore who
ever receives of that love, partakes of 
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an "endless" enjoyment; but could he 
not cease to partake thereof by perform~ 
ing wicked acts that would cause God to 
cease loving him? He certaily could, 
and therefore could cease to partake of 
an endless enjoyment. 

If transgression can cause a cessation 
of "endless" enjoyment, cannot obedi
ence cause a cessation of "endless mis
ery,'' after divine justice has been satis
fied? We think so. 

We close with the remark, that su
perficial investigations, and consequently 
superficial conclusions, are the bane of 
the nineteenth century, in social, polit
ical, and religious circles. 

D. F. LAMBERT. 

Is it :ln:HdeU!ty 1 

Pres1:dent Joseph Smith :-As I fear 
there may be some misunderstanding 
among Latter Day Saints relative to my 
present position religiously, I have de
termined to state my position in terms 
so plain that there can be no mistaking 
them. I fear that it will be difficult for 
me to make all of the church believe me 
honest in wh~t I may say; but for ali 
this, I do not feel like keeping silent, 
when I fear that I am misunderstood. 

It would not seem credible to many 
persons in the church, that a man hav
ing occupied the position that I h9,ve ; 
and having had the spiritual manifest
ations that I have, could be made to see 
truth in any other theory save that held 
by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints. But I beg permission to 
assure them that I am as honest and 
sincere now, as I was when I believed 
Gnd preached the doctrine ofthe Church. 

A train of circumstances, over which 
I had no control, forced me to change 
my mind in regard to the book called 
the Bible. From a firm believer in its 
infallible inspiration, I was changed into 
an unbeliever in its infallibility; and 
finally I was forced to reject a great 
portion altogether. Not only in the Bible 
did I find what I conceived to be incon
sistencies, but aJso, in revelations given 
through myself and other persons in my 
knowing. I believe that it is customary 
for one side to condemn another as being 

from the Devil, where there exists a· 
contradiction in revelations made through 
persons under spirit influence. I have 
known of such cases myself: and this is 
one thing that set me to investigating, 
and finally landed me where I now stand. 

I do not believe in the binding force 
of the authority of any dispensation, 
founded exclusively on the doubtful 
question of Bible validity; because I 
cannot endorse those bloody stories re
lated of the Bible prophets and partriachs, 
and attributed to God. I do not think 
such actions as the Bible relates can be 
sanctioned by a just God, much less be 
authorized by him. This is my position; 
and these are some of my reasons for 
withdrawing myself from a people for 
whom I have a love and sympathy that 
I hope may never grow less than now. 

There is nothing about the Church to 
which any person need object; except 
its very foundation, namely, tbe Bible, 
so I think. I bear no ill will toward 
the individual members of the Church; 
and do not wish them to regard me 
otherwise than as a brother and friend. 
If you publish this, make any comments 
upon it that you deem proper. 

.J. r,. TRAUGHBER, Jn. 
}fANDEVILLR, Carroll Co., Mo., 

J11n. lOth, 1876. 

The foregoing is qut the utterance of 
thoughts that oppress many, besides this 
brother. How many devoted christian 
men and women, cradled in the belief of 
the "infallible inspiration" of the Bible, 
have been forced to alter their belief 
from reading in it things attributed to 
God which their sense and reason pro
nounce unjust, and unworthy the char
acter of God; and in palpable contradic-· 
tion to other parts of the same book. 

These difficulties arose early in the 
Christian Church, and it is known how 

. they were overcome by the church, in 
her apostate state, viz., that human rea
son, human sense, must be repudiated. 
Investigation was stifled respecting the 
canon of scripture, by branding such as 
raised questions about it, "infidel." But 
in this age of general review of princi
ples, and trial of foundations, reason will 
not defer to dogma; nor be still at the 
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mandate of zealots, whose pole-star arose 
from ancient creeds, and whose light is but 
their reflection. Therefore, the collision 
between the thinking, reasoning portion 
of all faiths, with the church, and her 
authorities, based upon the old creeds. 
And upon no subject is this conflict so 
vital as upon this point-the infallible, or 
the "plenary inspiration" of the Bible. 
It is easy to appreciate the condition of 
mind of those zealous christians, who 
have been nurtured in that belief, when 
the :first doubts upon that point arise. 
They have been taught from the cradle 
up, that the Bible is the word of God; 
and, consequently, the idea fixes itself 
in the mind that every word therein is 
God's word, and they are firm believers 
in this before they know what the Bible 
contains; their opinions are formed be
fore hearing, or reading it themselves. 
And when, upon reading what they had 
already endorsed, they find, altogether 
unlooked for, many things which do not 
even claim to be the word of God, and 
is to the last degree dishonorable to him, 
doubt arises. The conflict begins here, 
in the inmost recesses of the individual 
soul-God and the Bible indissoluble, is 
the language of the creed; but the dis
covery which has been made, compels a 
change of belief in respect to one or the 
other, or else necessitates a rejection of 
both; and this is called infidelity. If it 
is, who is responsible for it but the un
relenting advocates of the old creed? 

To doubt the infallible inspiration of 
the whole Bible is taken as proof of be
ing under the influence of the devil; but 
if it contains that which common justice, 
to say nothing of benevolence and mer
cy, declares un-God-like, is it not more 
likely, that in declaring such to be the 
inspiration of God, which so misrepre
sents him, ought to be credited to that 
influence ? 

In respect to the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, so far as 
the writer can understand, tlrn Bible is 
taken as containing the word of God; 
but in respect to what else it may con
tain, or of its "plenary inspiration," the 
church has not affirmed nor denied. Still, 
the Bible ranks first, in its authority, 

because first in its testimony,-is the 
chief witness,-but the church is not, in 
any sense, built exclusively upon its 
authority. So far from it is the fact, that 
the first intimation of "the rise of this 
church" was the bringing forth the Book 
of Mormon, by Joseph Smith; through 
whom the following commandment was 
given to the church. 

" And again, the Elders, Priests, and 
Teachers of this church shall teach the 
principles of my gospel, which are in the 
Bible, and the Book of Mormon, in the 
which, [both] is the fullness of the gospel, 
and these shall be their teachings as they 
shall be directed by the spirit."-D.C. 13:5. 

The spirit which directs the pen that 
forms these lines teaches the writer to 
discriminate in reading the Bible, be
tween that which is God-like and that 
which is human; and in doing so,' take 
the words of Jes us Christ as a standard 
in determining that which is God-like, 
inasmuch as he is the confessed repre
sentative of God to man; who, when he 
commenced to represent God to man, 
found fault with Moses-the supposed 
representative of God in the old testa
ment times, repealing, or nullifying some 
of his enactments; and of the whole, 
said that he came to "fulfill" it, that is, 
to finish, make an end of it, that it might 
"vanish away," having already "waxed 
old," or useless. Thus, by arraigning 
the inspiration of the olden time in the 
light of the new, it vanishes away; just 
as the moon and stars do at the approach 
of the sun. Now, as the lesser light is 
good and useful during the night; so 
was that ancient inspiration good and 
useful in that night of intellect and mor
als; and in it was a "glory;" but when 
the true light, or Son of Righteousness 
arose, its glory departed, by reason of 
that which so far "excelleth" in glory. 
Such seems to be the conclusions respect
ing the Old Testament system when com
pared with the New. 

Perhaps the correct ideas of inspira
tion are in some measure erroneous; 
which causes, in that degree, a like er
ror in conclusions. For instance: Adam 
is supposed to have been inspired-mov
ed, animated, prompted, or directed to 
name the animals; but evidently, the 
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names given were his own invention. 
He was also inspired to teach his child
ren, and further, what to teach. This 
was a higher degree of inspiration than 
the first. The same may be said of Noah 
and Abraham; and yet, some of their 
sayings and doings are blamable. Moses 
was inspired to lead Israel out of Egypt; 
yet he did and said many things in car
rying out this purpose that were his 
'own, and reprehensible. Saul was in
spired to be a king, but his acts were 
faulty, and his reign a failure. David 
was inspired to mount the vacant throne; 
but he became, in many of his acts, a 
grievous transgressor. Now, in respect 
to these men, it must be confessed that 
their inspiration was not "plenary," or 
full, but partial and defective. The 
priests were inspired to minister the 
law, but after, they transgressed it. The 
prophets were inspired to prophesy and 
teach the people truth; but they some
times prophesied lies, and the priest 
bare rule by that means, to the sore dis
pleasure of God, and the equally sore 
detriment of men. Cyrus was inspired 
to break the oppressor's power and re
lease Israel, evidently without knowing 
it. He, though an idolater and a scourge 
to mankind, is nevertheless, in prophe
cy, called "my shepherd,'' and the Lord's 
"anointed." (Isa. 44 and 55 chapters). 
And yet the life and acts of this man 
were better symbolized by the title of 
wolf than by that of "shepherd." The 
same title, "the anointed," is given by 
prophecy to Christ-or rather it signi
fies the Christ; but how vast the dis
tinction between the two, and the char
acter of their inspiration. As heaven 
is higher than the earth, so is the latter 
above the former. 

The apostles were inspired to preach 
the gospel, and yet they fell into some 
errors, had some disagreements, which 
subsequent experience cured. One of 
the chief of them declared at one time 
that his teachings were only his opinions; 
and at another time, "I thinlc I have the 
Spirit of the Lord;" yet at another time 
he 'says, "The things that I write are 
the" commandment of God." And 
again, "We know in part, and we proph-

ecy in part." All of which precludes 
the idea of "plenary" or infallible in
spiration. And if the,1/ did not possess 
it, how can their writings possess it ? 

Again: Columbus was inspired to go 
forth upon the abyss of waters in search 
of a continent; and when found, he ad
vised the seizing its people and selling 
them into slavery-for gain-inspired 
to it by avarice. 

The oppressed who fled their own 
country to avoid persecution and settled 
New England, were inspired to emigrate 
to this land, (Book of Mormon, p. 24), 
and yet they became as intolerant as 
were those from whom they fled; and 
whipped and burned their own brethren 
who disagreed with them in faith. 

The Constitution of the United States 
is prophetically shown to be the work of 
inspiration in its framers; who were 
raised up for that purpose; still, this 
does not imply that it is perfect or in
fallible; nor preclude its amendment. 
In fact, it is by many believed that the 
fifteenth amendment bears upon its face 
the evidence of a higher degree of in
spiration than either one of the original 
articles. 

Again, we return to the teachings of 
Jesus, and ask, Why are those precepts 
taught by him, universally conceded to 
be good-Godlike-by Jew and Gentile, 
Pagan and civilized, Christian-of every 
name, from Orthodox to heretic, and 
Atheist? The only answer that can be 
given is, that they 1fommend themselves 
to the judgment, reason, sense and heart 
of mankind; and extort from the soul 
the spontaneous burst of approval in the 
language of the Jewish official auditors, 
"never man spake [before] like this 
man." 

The inspiration of the Old Testament 
times, on the other hand, practically 
rose but little above the slaughtering of 
bulls, rams, and goats for worship; and 
naturally admitted the slaughter of their 
neighbors to obtain inheritances; all of 
which the gospel light brought by Jesus 
rendered odious. Forbidding the latter, 
he told them plainly that God had no 
pleasure in the former. 

The inspiration of the New Testa-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 171 

ment is as much superior to that of the I matters of translation, the chief topic of 
Old, as the new covenant is better than the clause quoted, and to showing the 
that of Sinia. The light, or inspiration plates to others. Joseph had "the gift'7 

by which the Church is, or should be to translate only the unsealed part of 
guided at the present time is, or should the plates, and he was not privileged to 
be direct to her. Attempting to walk by show the plates to any until the trans
that of the Apostolic days, exclusively, lation was completed; for Joseph says: 
would require the silencing of women in "The same heavenly messenger delivered· 
the Church, and necessitate the laying them up to me with this charge: that I 
all things at the Apostles' feet for gen- should be responsible for them: and that if 
eral distribution, as the need of each I should let them go carelessly, or through 

any neglect of mine, I should be cut off; 
required. To go further back for a rule, but that if I would use my endeavors to· 
and imbibing its inspiration, reinstates preserve them, until he, the messenger" 
the crudities, absurdities, and despotism should call for them, they should be pro
of those ages. It is this back-action of tected."-Millennial Star, vol. 14, Supple
superstition and fanaticism, that re- ment, page 6· 
establishes polygamy and its concomit- And it was further said to Joseph: 
ants, usurpation and violence; all of "l have caused you that you should en
which, both the inspiration and morali- ter into a covenant with me, that you should 
ty of the present forbid. not show them [the plates] except to those 

persons whom I commanded you, and you 
This view of the subject may offend have no power over them except 1 grant it 

some, who, nevertheless would shudder at unto you."-D. C. 4: 1. 
the idea ofadopting the inspiration of Mo- Now this was said to Joseph because 
ses, Samuel, or David, or Nephi, (Book Martin Harris "desired a witness" at 
of Mormon page 8, par. 2, 3), as a rule the hand of the Lord, "that you, my 
of action for themselves. Let such an- servant Joseph Smith, Jr., have got the 
swer, Why? And byfollowingthe lead plates of which you have testified and 
of that inevitable answer, they will, we borne record that you have received of 
think, be forced to similar views and me."-D. C. 4: 1. In June of 1829, 

· conclusions as those expressed by us Martin Harris obtained from the Lord 
above. the desired witness, in connection with 

[Continued from page 144.] 

"Mormonism" Reviewed. 

l\'Ir. S. thinks he has found "a direct 
collision" in the fact of Joseph's having 
the gift of prophecy, in connection with 
O. Cowdery, l\'Iay, 1829, when they bap
tized each other, whereas a command
ment was given in March, 1829, two 
months before, saying to Joseph: 

"And you have a gift to translate the 
plates, and this is the first gift that I be
stowed upon you; and I have commanded 
that you should pretend to no other gift 
until my purpose is fulfilled in this, for I 
will grant unto you no other gift until it is 
:finished."-D. C. 4: 1. 

That this could have no direct refer
ence to spiritual gifts, such as discern
ing of spirits, visions, angelic ministra
tions, revelation, etc., etc., is evident 
from the fact that Joseph possessed all 
these for months, and years, prior to the 
revelation. It referred, no doubt, to 

D. Whitmer and 0. Cowdery. Now Jo
seph had the gift to translate the plates, 
but not to show them until the transla
tion was finished. Now this is the easy 
and natural solution of what Mr. S. has 
labored hard to make "a puzzle," and a 
contradiction. 

Mr. S. says: 
"The Book of Mormon betrays its weak

ness in imitating the style of Bible phrase
ology-a style in common use at the time 
our Bible was first translated into the En
glish language, but which has long since 
ceased to be used, except as it is retained 
in our version of the Bible." 

All critics do not agree with Mr. S. 
on this noint. Some hold that the dis
similarity in the style of the two books, 
in respect to their phraseology, is evi
dence that the Book of Mormon is spu
rious. That the style of speech in the 
Book of Mormon is somewhat like that, 
of the Bible, especially the Old Testa
ment, is true; but that it is strikinglv 
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so, is not true, aB any one who carefully J 

reads the two books can see. That the 1 diction, or manner of expression, pecu
liar to both the Bible and Book of Mor
mon is largely and mainly due to the 
style of the origl'.nals, is, we think, a well 
attested fact; though of the Bible Mr. 
S. asserts to the contrary; holding that 
its style of phraseology is due to that 
which was common to its translators. 
Max Milller, one of England's most em
inent scholars, in one of his Essays on 
the Science of Religion, holds the very 
opposite of Mr. S. Prof. Muller, in his 
admirable and successful effort to prove 
that the Hebrew original of created
"bara"-(Gen. l : 1, etc.) signifies "to 
create out of pre-existing matter," says: 

"In the minds of those whom Moses ad
dressed, and whose language he spoke, it 
[the pliraie, or form of expression, by which 
he speaks of God's creating heaven and 
earth], c:iuld only have called forth the 
simple conception of fashioning or arrang
ing. * * * To find out how the words of 
the Old Testament were understood by 
those to whom they were originally ad
dressed is a task attempted by a very few 
interpreters of the Bible. The great ma
jority of readers transfer without hesita
tion the ideas which they connect with 
words as used in the nineteenth century to 
the mind of Moses or his contemporaries, 
forgetting altogether the distance which di
vides their language and their thoughts 
from the thoughts and language of the wan
dering tribes of Israel." 
iB~Agnin • 
~~~'It ~s ~ell known that we have in the 
language of the New Testament the clear 
vestiges of Greek and Roman influences, 
and if we knew nothing of the historical 
intercourse between those two nations and 
the writers of the New Testament, the very 
expressions [phraseology] used by them, not 
only their language, but their thoughts, 
their allusions, illustrations and similies, 
would enable us to say that some historical 
contact had taken place between the philos
ophers of Greece, the lawgivers of Rome, 
and the people of Judea. * * * Why should 
there be any hesitation in pointing out in 
the Old Testament an Egyptian custom, or a 
Greek word, or a Persian conception. If 
Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, nothing surely would stamp his 
writings as more truly historical than 
traces of Egyptian influences that might be 
discovered in his laws." 

Now all this teaches that the sty le of 
expression-the phraseology-as well as 

the ideas, of God's ancient people are 
sought to be preserved in the common 
version of the Bible. 

And it is not at all strange that there 
should be some similarity between the 
writings of the ancient Nephites in 
Aml'Jrica and the ancient Israelites in 
Judea; for both sprang from the same 
nation, having the same language in the 
main, and the same Scriptures up to the 
time of Jeremiah, and were taught by 
the same Spirit from one and the same 
God, and the same Lord Jesus Christ. 

Mr. S. objects to the revelations of 
Joseph because that in D. C. 26: 2, it is 
said, "Which Zachariah he [Elias] vis
ited and gave promise that he should 
have a son, and his name should be 
John;" whereas in Luke 1 : 19, the 
angel's name is said to be "Gabriel." 
Angels, as well as others, may have dif
ferent names. Peter was sometimes 
called Cephas and sometime~ Simon. 
Jesus had many titles-Christ, the Lord, 
the Holy One, Messiah, Immanuel, etc., 
etc. Mr. S. says "it is a trick of rogues," 
to change ones name. Was it a "trick of 
rogues" for Peter, and Jesus and Jacob, 
and Abraham, and Saul of Tarsus, and 
hosts of other Bible worthies, to change 
their names? Are you not rather sweep
ing in your denunciations, Mr. S.? In 
your effort to thus strike down "Mor
monism," are you not fighting against 
the facts of the Bible? Men of God, 
as also Christ, have various names, 
which are alike honored of God by their 
being used by the Spirit of God. Why 
then should it be thought unreasonable 
that angels should have different names, 
and that the angel who announced to 
Zacharias the birth of John should be 
called both Elias and Gabriel? Pre
sumptive evidence that the angel ''Ga
briel" was none other than "Elias" lies 
in the peculiarity of the promise : "And 
he [John] shall go before him in the 
spirit and power of Elias," (Luke 1 : 17), 
from which it may be easily inferred 
that "Elias" (Elijah, Heb.) would be 
"his angel," to watch over, direct, and 
aid him, in his life and ministry. Fur
ther evidence lies in the promise made 
through Malachi, 4 : 5, "Behold, I will 
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to contempt for his wit, and to painful 
distrust of the piety of his intentions. 
He inquires,-

".How did the three witnesses see the 
plates? In a revelation made to them 'pre
vious to their viewing the plates' it was said 
to them: •n is by your faith that you shall 
obtain a view of them, even by that faith 
which was had by the prophets of old.'
D. C. 15: 1. How much faith would it re
quire to see a piece of gold where it really 
existed? Not much; but where it did not 
exist, it might need considerable faith to 
view it. Doubtless this might have been so 
with these sacred plates; they believed that 
what they saw was gold; that and angel 
brought them; and that the voice of God 
endorsed the translation, being told all this 
by Joseph." 

The eight witnesses, and not the three, 
claim that the plates "have the appear
ance of gold;" and claim also to have 
handled them with their hands, and to 
have hefted them likewise. 

Mr. S. questions the propriety of their 
faith having anything to do with their 
seeing the plates, and argues, substanti
ally, that they only imagined that they 
saw them. 

It is not at all strange that most im
plicit faith (not imaginings) should be 
required of the three witnesses, who saw 
the plates in the hands of the angel of 
God, in an open vision. 

"Without faith it is impossible to please 
God.''-Heb. 11: 6. 

"Go thy way ; and as thou hast believed, 
We now come to the last link in the so be it done unto thee. And his servant 

was healed from that hour."-Matt. 8: 13. 
'lengthy chain cf objections urged by Mr. "But the word preached did not profit 

send you Jmijah [Elias, Gr.], the proph
et before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord," which Jesus 
applies t.o John the Baptist; (Mat. 11 : 
14; 17: 12); and yet which John de
nies, (John 1 : 21), when he said he 
was not the Elias. John was the Elias 
to that generation, inasmuch as he acted 
under the ministration of Elias (Elijah, 
Heb.), his angel; yet personally he wafl 
not the Elias, but only John the Baptist. 
In this we have a rational solution of a 
,seeming contradiction between the testi
mony of John and Christ; and by this 
we also obtain a clue to the idea that 
the angel Gabriel was none other than 
the old prophet Elijah, who was trans
lated without seeing death. (IL Kings 
2 : 1, 11). Inasmuch as John was to 

.,go before Christ "in the spirit and 
power of Elias," [Elijah], what more 
proper than that this translated prophet 
should announce to Zacharias the birth 
,.and mission of John? And what more 
proper than that this translated prophet, 
now that his condition was so changed 
toward God, should, like Abram, Jacob, 
,Saul, Peter, and others, have "a new 
name," and be called "Gabriel,'' as well 
as "Eiias ?" These ideas are in exact 
,accordance with Bible facts; and the 
thought that the angel Gabriel is the 
translated prophet Elijah, is evidence of 
the divinity of that revelation of the 
young Seer in which it is found. 

S., and to the weakest and most unrea- them, [Israel], not being mixed with faith 
sonable. It is in regard to the testimo- in them that heard it."-Heb. 4: 2. 
ny of the three and the eight witnesses "For whatsoever is not of faith is sin."-
to the Book of Mormon. Mr. S. admits Rom. 14 : 23. 
what no reasonable and informed person "Having then gifts differing according to 

the grace that is given to us, whether pro
can well deny, that "Joseph might have phecy, Jet us prophesy according to the pro
had plates of some kind, either found or portion of faith.''-Rom. 12: 6. 
prepared to imitate gold;" yet he claims "Then came the disciples to J e8us apart. 
that the witnesses, all of them, the three and said, Why could not we cast him out? 

h . And Jesns said unto them, Because of your 
and the eig t, were mistaken-that is, unbelief."-l\Iatt. 17: 20. 
deceived-and. that their testimony is "And he did not many mighty works there 
contradictory; and that many of its es- [in his own country] because of their un
sential parts are based on second-hand belief."-Matt. 13 : 58. 
testimony-"on the strength of Joseph's ".Jesus said unto him, If thou canst be-

d " M S · h" th d f lieve, all things are possible to him that be-
wor . r. ., m 18 me o o argu- lieveth."-Mark 9 : 23. 
ment, reaches the very climax of absur- "If ye ,;;ill not believe, surely ye shaU 

·dity, and exposes himself on every hand \ not be established."-Isa. 7 : 9. 
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Time would fail us to cite the innu
merable evidences that God works among 
his people according to their faith. Why 
should a professor of the religion of the 
Bible scoff at the idea that these three 
witnesses must have faith in God in or
der to behold the wonderful vision by 
the power of God, of these sacred plates? 
Has he forgotten the scriptures? Or 
is he so unfair, so partisan, as to allow 
that faith was essential in the service of 
God in ancient times, but not necessary 
now. 

As to his insinuation that the witness
es merely imagined that what they saw 
was gold, its folly is so self-evident that 
a reply is scarcely needed. The eleven 
witnesses,-:-0. Cowdery, M. Harris, D. 
Whitmer, Hiram Page, Joseph Smith, 
sen., Jacob Whitmer, Christian Whit
mer, Peter Whitmer, jun., John Whit
mer, Hyrum Smith, and Samuel H. 
Smith,-were men of at least ordinary 
natural abilities, while many of them had 
a fair English education, and a moderate 
acquaintance with the common affairs of 
business. Now it is highly improbable, 
if not quite impossible, for an illiterate 
young man of from twenty-three to twen
ty-five years of age, as was Joseph Smith, 
with whom they were most intimately 
acquainted, and with whom they were 
frequently associated, to have deceived 
these eleven witnesses in the manner 
claimed by Mr. S. The idea is absolute
ly preposterous, and reflects but little 
credit upon the sagacity of the one who 
originated it. Gold, as a medium of ex
change, was then in common use; so that 
persons doing any business at all would 
have some actual knowledge as to what 
was gold, and what was not. To think that 
Joseph Smith could have prepared a large 
book of plates, "having the appearance 
of ancient work, and of curious work
manship, which have the appearance of 
gold," and could have imposed them 

. upon eleven sensible, intelligent men, 
some of whom were skilled in all the 
common affairs of life, may do for idiots, 
for men without brains, but it will not 
satisfy those who have an ordinary mea
sure of common sense. 

Says Mr. S., "They believed that what 

they saw was gold;" and he thinks "tin· 
plates, dipped in a dye that would give 
them a golden color to superficial observ
ers, would suffice in the hands of Joseph 
to get such a certificate," as is gl.ven by 
the eight witnesses. If they could be 
so easily duped in respect to color, how· 
then in respect to the great number of the· 
plates, and how in respect to their being 
"of ancient work, and of curious work
manship?" If there had been but one 
plate, and that without engravings, it 
would have been next to impossible for 
the young and inexperienced Joseph to 
have deceived the eleven witnesses, or· 
even the eight, in respect to its material 
and general character. But for him to 
prepare a large book of plates, and those 
plates elaborately engraved with charac
ters that had "the appearance of an
cient work, and of curious workman
ship"- a work requiring great labor 
and most consummate skill-and then 
palm them upon eleven rational men 
as genuine records, records of very re
mote ages, and sacred at that, is quite 
past belief. The facts are, their testi
mony is true and valid for the purposes
for which it was given, or thesewitnesses
are deceivers of the basest class. The 
eight witnesses say "we did handle with 
our hands * * * as many of the leaves as 
the said Smith has translated; * * * we 
have seen and hefted, [i.e. lifted, for the 
purpose of judging of their weight], and 
know of a surety that the said Smith has 
got the plates of which we have spoken.'' 

Mr. S. affirms that: 
"The testimony of the eight witnesses dis

agrees with the three. They do not claim 
that an angel brought the plates from heav•, 
en for them to view, and they deny that they 
were in the possession of the angel." 

It is true that "They do not claim that; 
an angel brought the plates from heaven 
for them to view;" but it is not true that 
"they deny that they were in the posses
sion of the angel." They simply testify 
that when they saw the_m, handled them, 
and hefted them, that then Joseph Smitk 
did have the plates. As to the fact of the 
angel's having them both before and af~. 
ter that time, they do not testify, and' 
this was very proper. 

In regard to the testimony of th~, 
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three witnesses, in particular, Mr. s. I for his voice hath declared it unto us;" 
13ays : and yet Mr. S. has the hardihood to state 

"They believed that what they saw was that "these witnesses do not say that 
gold; that an angel brought them; and that they saw the anO'el come down· they 
th~ voice of Go~ endorsed the translation, were doubtless t~la so by Joseph~" 
bemg told all this by Joseph." 

In the first place the three do not tes
tify as to the plates being gold, or as to 
their believing they were gold, as before 
seen. In the next place, these are not 
very judicious comments upon the intel
ligence and shrewdness of the three wit
nesses, of whom, personally, Mr. S. knows 
nothing, and but little more of their his
tory; and, to our mind, his view of the 
'Case is very damaging to his critical abil
ity. For Mr. S. to assume that three 
such intelligent and experienced men as 
0. Cowdery, D. Whitmer, and M. Har
ris were, would give to the world a cer
tificate so definite in its details, and so 
highly important and consequential in 
its claims, and all based upon the say so 
of Joseph Smith, is to exhibit on the 
part of Mr. S. a sorry want of menta 
acumen, or of moral worth. And for 
'them to testify, "we also know that they 
"[the plates] have been translated by the 
gift and power of God, for his voice hath 
·declared it unto us;" and also testify, "we 
have seen the engravings which are up
-0n the plates; and they have been shown 
unto us by the power of God, and not of 
man;" and further, "we declare with 
words of soberness, that an angel of God 

"'°ame down from heaven, and he brought 
and laid before our eyes, that we beheld 
and saw the plates, and the engravings 
thereon;" and still further, "the voice 
vf the Lord commanded us that we should 
·bear record of it,'' and do all this upon 
the mere word or representation of Jos
eph to them-"being told all this by 
Joseph," as Mr. S. puts it, is for them 
to do the work of fools, or knaves. · 

They testify that "the voice of the 
Lord" commanded them to bear record of 
the witness that God gave them con
cerning the Book of Mormon. They 
testify that "an angel of God came down 

-from heaven, and HE brought and laid 
before our eyes, that we beheld and saw 

•the plates, and the engravings thereon." 
They testify that the plates "have been 

·translated by the gift and power of God, 

"Nor do they affirm," says Mr. S., "that 
they heard the voice of God; it doubtless 
came through Joseph's revelation, com
manding them to testify. Thus they saw no 
angel, and heard no voice; they simply af
firmed on the strength of Joseph's word. If 
they really had seen an angel, they would 
have said so. If they had heard a voice from 
heaven, they would have said so. Nor is it 
sure that they saw the plates, except by 
faith through Joseph." 

This is the extreme of nonsense. If 
they, personally, saw not the plates, and 
the engravings thereon; and if they saw 
not "an angel of God" come down from 
heaven; and if the angel of God did not 
bring the plates and lay them before 
their eyes; and if they did not hear the 
voice of God to themselves; and if 
the plates were not shown to them "by 
the power of God and not of man," then 
they were base and willful impostors, for 
they unequivocally affirm as much. The 
disgraceful prevarications imputed to 
them by Mr. S., have not the slightest 
foundation in fact; and they would have 
been heartily spurned by those men of 
God, and hurled back with scorn upon 
those who might have suggested them. 

[Concluded in our next] 

Stray Shots. 
They who are very-indulgent to them

selves, seldom'have much consideration for 
others. 

There are two kinds of geniuses, the clev
er and the too clever. 

Most men take conviction from an adver
sary as children do physic, with a struggle 
and a shudder. 

To a liberal mind poverty is a stimulant, 
meanness a refrigerant, selfishness an 
opiate, and ingratitude a poison. 

Many lofty intellects are like high moun~ 
tains, covered with perpetual ice; others, 
of more ardent constitution, use their fire 
like volcanos, for destruction. 

Good intentions will never justify evil 
actions ; nor will good actions ever justify 
evil intentions. 

"The human face is divine, when not de
graded by the vices of society." 

He who will not reason is a bigot; he who 
cannot is a fool: and he who dares not is a 
slave. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



176 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

JOSEPH SMITH, EDITOR. 
M. B. OLIVER, ASSISTANT EDITOR. 

Plano, ill., March 15, 1876. 

NOTICE. 

To the Saints. It is the wish of the Presi
dency, that the Saints will observe Sunday, 
April 2nd, 1876, as a day of fasting and 
prayer; and that the Saints repair to their 
places of worship, in praise, thanksgiving 
and supplication, that the Church may be 
blessed with spiritual strength, and faith, 
to abide during trial. 

Of the Presidency. S J OSEPll SMITII, 
I w. w. BLAIR. 

IT appears that we stopped the HERALD 
going to some brethren, whom we sup
posed to be in arrears, but who had paid 
to others for us,; their payments not having 
reached us before the stoppage. To these 
brethren we hereby make apology, and ask 
pardon. 

There are a few who have been hurt by 
mason of their HERALDS having been stop
ped, who say that they have always taken 
it; and that they have sustained and aided 
the office in times past, and that we should 
have lcnown that they "wanted it con
tinued." Some further say, that they are 
perfectly good for the subscription. 

To the latter we suggest, that in this mat
ter of goodness, the perfectly good man, 
pays his subscription in time to prevent 
any mistake or delay; the good man, pay·s 
when reminded that his time has expired; 
and the indifferently good man pays no at
tention to his label, nor to our notification 
that his time has expired, and waits for us 
to dun him; and then suffers it to run 
along without attention of any kind. 

To the former, we suggest this thought; 
that in view of their having been good 
friends to the HERALD in times past, is it 
not rather painful to us to be left suddenly 
in doubt as to that friendship, by a failure 
on their paTt to pay any attention to our 
published request to renew early, or to no
tify us by word or sign that we may con
tinue to send the HERALD to them. 

We are not naturally suspicious, but ex
perience has taught us that human friend-
ship is a precarious thing; it exists to-day,. 
it may be broken to-morrow. The prophet 
said, "Cursed is he that trusteth in man, or 
maketh flesh his arm." 

It was a painful thing to have a friena 
turn to the disciples and ask, "Will ye, 
also, go away?" 

It was a sac1 day when Paul wrote, "Ye 
know how all them in Asia be turned from. 
me." 

We teach that our faith is manifest by 
our works. 

Hoping that this will be a sufficient 
apology to those who feel hurt; we prom
ise to use as much care as we can to observe 
the instruction given us by the Board of 
Publication at its last meeting; "Continue 
to send to those known to you to be good 
anclresponsible.'' 

By what measure shall we measure you? 

SEE how our newspaper contemporaries 
look at it. The following is from the Globe, 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, February 25th, 1876: 

"The church of the Latter Day Saints 
betrays a symptom of apparent weakness 
and decline. We have before us the Sai'nts' 
Hm·ald of February 15th, in which the 
statement is made that the circulation of 
this official organ of the Church is four 
hundred and :fifty less than it was a year 
ago. This weakening may be more appar
ent than real, and may be explainable, but 
it has a curious 'look,' and has callecl 
forth a poem of marked beauty and fertil
i1y from the pen of Elder Derry." 

We take comfort in assuring the Globe,. 
that, though we were so far short at the· 
date we made the announcement of the de-
crease in our list, we have regained almost 
the entire number, lacking only :five quires
(120) of our number of a year ago. 

A.t the same time that we do this, we ac
cept the uni tended rebuke contained in the 
words, "Betrays a symptom of weakness 
and decline,'' as one that should shame the 
Saints, delinquent subscribers and all; for, 
other papers beside the Globe, will judge of 
the rate of progression and zeal by the sup
port given the Church paper. 

Our missionary and local Elders should 
now see to it that this "symptom" of weak
ness be at once eradicated by an "infusion"· 
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of healthy subscriptions which will not 
oniy cure the symptom, but heal the dis
ease, "chronic contraction." 

It may be as well to explain that one 
reason why our list was so far short is, that 
we had cut out a large number whose sub
scription had been running a number of 
issues over time; and this we did because 
we thought it unfair to the Church to con
tinue to send, pre.paying postage, to those 
who did not, apparently, care enough for 
its success to write us stating that they 
would like it continued. 

Some may have been offended at our 
course; and we may, possibly, have lost 
some few subscribers who were so offend
ed by our stopping the paper; but we 
reason, that instead of being offended, they 
should, (or might), have been mortified, in 
which case, they would, if they wished the 
paper, make immediate response to the 
question, Do you wish the HERALD con
tinued? 

A BROTHER writes: 
"The Saints hereaways think you do not 

need their correspondence, or you would 
publish those that have been sent; and are 
slightly 'on their ear.'" 

We would be pleased to publish all suit
able letters; but there is not room for all, 
so we select those coming :first, most avail
able, and those we think of most general 
import. We shall regret if any feel slight
ed, but we can do no better till we have a 
larger paper. A larger paper means more 
.s11bscribers; can we get them? vVe thank 
Br. Thomas for his kind offer to help in 
this direction. He says, "I intend to aid 
the HERALD list in my neighborhood." 

A BROTHER writing from Fergus, On
tario, wishes to know how to account for 
the children of Amulon and his brethren 
at Zarahemla, while there appears to be no 
account of their leaving Helaman and go
ing to Zarahemla. Let some searcher give 
us an answer. 

·Br. J. C. Foss, writes from Syracuse, 
Meigs county, Ohio, asking help to build 
a house of worship there; if any choose to 
aid them. He was still preaching and oc
casionally baptizing one. He and Brn. W. 
T. Jones and David Thomas, came near be-

ing shut out of a school house at Lebanon;: 
but by interference of outside friends they 
occupied the building. Quite a row wa& 
made, and two men had a fight over it. 
The local paper noticed it; and Br. Jones. 
published a card which he sent us. Our 
brethren were not in fault; so agree the· 
statements. 

Br. R. R. Dana writes from Newport,. 
California, of the labors of Brn. D.S. Mills,. 
J. ~. Bmton, J. G. Walker, R. Huntley an& 
self. He represents the Los Angelos Valley 
as a good place for Saints. 

Br. R. J. Anthony, writing from Farm
ington, Kentucky, February 28th, said, "I 
will do what I can to circulate the Herald' 
here." If all the Elders will do likewise, 
the HERALD list will soon swell to more· 
desirable numbers. 

Our brand new book of "Rules of Order"· 
is received and on sale; price fifty cents. 
This book contains rules of order and de
bate for all the deliberative assemblies of 
the Church; also a chapter on Branch 
Rules; and one on Reports of Branches 
and Districts. It should be on the desk of 
every Branch, and in the hands of every 
Elder, who expects to take part in the busi
ness meetings of the Church. 

Br. N. W. Best, of La Graciosa, Califo:·
nia, writing February 8th, gives an encour
aging account of gospel labor and prospects. 
in that region of country. Five were bap
tized February 4th, and Br. James R. J ef
fries was doing all he could, with fair 
prospect of more uniting in the way . 

Sr. Mary A. Atwell, Charleston, Kansas, 
writes February 11th, infonping us of 
quite an exciting and encouraging revival 
in that place, in which the powers of evil 
were signally rebuked. Good came to the· 
cause of God thereby. 

Br. C. Mills, writing from Pittsfield, Pike 
county, Illinois, b~ebruary 28th, said the· 
Saints were striving there to do all they 
could. Br. M. H. Forscutt had been with 
them for a few days; his labors were very 
kindly received, quite an interest manifest
ed, and many expressed themselves as al
most persuaded to obey the gospel. Hi& 
return is much desired in that place. A 
visit from Br. J. H. Lake would be gladly 
hailed in that vicinity. May the leaven of 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



178 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

truth left in that vicinity continue to work 
to the Master's praise. 

Br. Joseph S. Whithorn, writing from 
Union Fort, Utah, Feb. 16th, says of the 
Saints there, "Those who have covenanted 
with God, with few exceptions, are striving 
to keep his laws." He further adds that 
he is well satisfied that there are many 
who could be brought out of bondage if 
properly instructed. The Saints there de
sire an Elder to visit them, and labor for 
them. Who will go ? 

Returns from thirty counties in Tennes
see give the population at 47,574 men and 
70,780 Dogs. 

Br. Joseph F. McDowell, writing from 
Henrietta, 0., Feb. 15th, seemed to have 
the armor on and to be actively employed 
in the conflict for the supremancy of truth. 
May the Lord give strength to the willing 
arm that wields the "sword of the Spirit." 

By letter from Bro. John R. Gibbs, Wales, 
we learn that the Saints there are about 
publishing a selection of Hymns in their 
own language. Bro. Gibbs will be glad to 
supply the Welsh Saints in this country 
with what books they may need. He writes 
.quite feelingly and assuringly of the work 
work in Wales. 

Br. J. J. Cornish, writing from London, 
-Ontario, 3d instant, says, "I am trying to 
get more to take the Herald." That is 
what we want-men who will try. 

Copies of the Courier and London Adver
tizerreceived, thanks to some good brother 
in England. 

The Galland's Grove District Conference 
passed a resolution at their last session, to 
sustain the "Board of Publication" in any 
change "they in their wisdom may make 
;in the HERALD." 

From Starfield, Clinton county, Missouri, 
i 7th ult., Sr. Ann Summerfield wrote en
-couragingly of the work in that district, 
and of the good Spirit that prevails with 
the Saints. 

February 27th, Sr. Lillia M. Allen says, 
"We have a large branch here at Law
rence, Michigan." She was pleased to see 
ithat some of her young friends were obey
ing the gospel. 

Br. J. C. Foss, writing from Syracuse, 
l{)hio, on the 1st instant, said he had bap-

tized fourteen more more at Lebanon, in 
that State. He is meeting with some op
position, just enough to make the truth 
shine the brighter to those who love ancl 
are searching for it. 

We have no copies of January 1st or 
February 1st HERALD. Do not order any. 

BR. RICHARD ELLIS, Sydney, Australia, 
writes: 

"We are in greatneed of more assistance 
in this land. Br. Rodger is gone far to the 
interior of the country, one hundred and 
fifty or two hundred miles from Sydney; 
so both the Saints in Sydney and at New
castle are left to do the best they can. 
Brother, you know a prophet in his own 
country is never thought much of; so it is 
here, for strangers sooner come and listen 
to an Elder from America, than to local 
Elders." 

He also sends us a correspol'tdence had 
with a :M:r. Miller, in regard to the distinc
tive differences between us and the Utah' 
people, in which Br. Ellis argues the case 
ably and well. 

MRs. LUTICIA FREEMAN, of Topeka, Kan
sas, writes: 

"My husband would like to hear your 
doctrine, though he is a Baptist. He has 
a church at his own disposal, to which any 
one will be welcome to use. I think there 
is a chance of much being accomplished 
here, by our people." 

BR. J. A. ROBINSON, of Peoria, says: 
"I had the pleasure on last Sunday (Jan. 

30) evening, to baptize in the frosty but 
beautiful lake of Peoria, by the light of the 
moon, one of the most popular young men, 
of the most popular church in the city." 

This man must be of a strong and honest 
courage to thus break away from popular 
ties. 

SCOTTSVILLE, Floyd Co. Ind., 
Jan. 22d, 1876. 

Dear Herald:-For the past five or six 
years I have been a reader of your pages, 
and I gladly welcome you to my house
hold; for oftimes when drooping and 
weary, when down-hearted and sad; I have 
received comfort and consolation from 
reading the good news you contain from 
different parts of the world. Testimony 
from a brother here and a sister there, 
showing that the Lord is remembering 
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Zion, although she is in a scattered condi. 
tion; and that he is blessing her children, 
inasmuch as they put their trust and confi
:fidence in him. 

In perusing your columns and reading 
the different testimonies, I have been made 
to rejoice and to lift my head above the 
dark clouds that dim the horizon and look 
beyond where all is joy and peace and 
love, and to contemplate the glory that 
awaits the faithful Saint of God. Much 
good instruction is also found in your 
pages from the watchmen who are out on 
the walls of Zion, to which if we pay heed 
we may be more able to resist the many 
snares and temptations that beset our path. 
way, and to steer clear of the many break
ers that his Satanic majesty puts in the 
way, and whereon so many careless travel
ers are hopelessly wrecked. 

Although I have been a reader of your 
columns so long, this is my first effort in 
the way of a contributi011, you will there. 
fore please excuse its weakness. But as I 
have received so much comfort from the 
efforts of others, and as I desire your suc
cess and the prosperity of the cause you 
advocate, I thought I would cast in my 
mite, and if by chance it should cheer a 
lonely pilgrim or cause a ray of light to 
shine across the pathway of a fellow crea. 
ture, I should be amply repaid for my ef. 
fort. But my purpose is not to preach a 
sermon, or deliver a lecture, but simply to 
speak of the goodness of God to his un. 
worthy creatures, and to bear an humble 
testimony to the manifestation of his pow. 
er manifested in healing the sick. During 
the present winter I have been laboring 
away from home in order to provide the 
necessaries of life for those whom God has 
given me. On January 7th a messenger 
came to call me home on account of the 
sickness of my little daughter eighteen 
months old and the pride of the family. 1 
rnturned and found her very sick. In the 
evening I called in Br. Harbert Scott, and 
had her administered to in. the name of the 
Lord. That night she rested better, but on 
the evening of the 8th she again grew 
worse, and my wife almost gave up all 
hopes of her life, and I felt myself that 
without a change for the better very soon, 
she could not last long. We knew not. 
what to do; but feeling that God, by his 
matchless power, was able to raise her up, 
I again hastened for Br. Scott. He came, 
and we humbled ourselves before the Lord. 
The child was again administered to, and 
from that time forth began to amend. And 
we feel to thank our heavenly Father for 
his loving kindness to his unworthy serv
ants, and to bear an humble testimony to 
the truth of the work in which we are en
gaged. Feeling assured that the power of 
Goel is really made manifest in this our 

day in behalf of his children; for this is 
the third time that his power has been 
manifested to a remarkable degree in my 
family, and I therefore felt constrained to. 
speak of it through your columns, that 
others might see that God deigns to bles& 
those who love and serve him, whether 
they be in America or England or in the 
islands of the sea; for they are alike his 
workmanship, and in every nation under 
heaven he that feareth Goel and worketh 
righteousness is acceptable to him. 

Ever praying for the success of Zion's 
cause, I remain your humble servant, 

J. S. CONSTANCE .. 
P.S.-I heartily concur in the above, 

SARAH CONSTANCE. 

HUTCHINSON, Jefferson Co., Cal., 
Feb. 7th, 1876. 

Br. M. B. Oliver:-I received your lettei" 
to.day was glad to hear of the prosperity of 
God's cause; my prayers are for you, that 
God may give you wisdom to direct the 
branch, which is looked upon (to some ex. 
tent) as a pattern of branches. I am glad 
that with the new year, a new spirit in many 
places is manifested. My heart is longing 
for the redemption of Zion, the land by 
judgments and the saints by righteousness. 
I feel as though we will make exellent pro
gress this year, both in gathering in precious 
souls and also that many good steps will 
be taken by the heads of the Church; may 
Goel grant it is my prayer. We are getting 
along well, we know that God is our friend; 
the Lord has been very g-ood to me, in 
qualifying me for the mission here. Dear 
Bro. Oliver I hardly knew the power of the 
priesthood, till I gave all my time to preach
ing. I am blessed to my hearts content 
with liberty and ability in preaching: none 
are able to gainsay our cause, and Goel is 
greatly confirming the word with signs 
following. 

I have been preaching near home since· 
Dec. 30th; now the interest is beginning 
to be good; yesterday held three meetings 
seven miles above here, had a glorious time. 
* * The Saints of this Branch have been 
greatly blessed with the gifts of the gospel; 
perfect love and harmony exists through~ 
out, and their love towards me is manifested 
by their works: better Saints I do not wish 
to be with, and may God help me to b& 
humble and faithful that I may never be
tray the confidence which they have in me. 

I desire to mention a remarkable case of 
God's love and approbation, under the· 
hands of Elder John Ellis. On last Thurs. 
day while I was getting up some fire-wood 
I met with an accident in my right hand 
with which I am now writing When I was 
chopping I struck my hand against a shor1J 
sharp dry limb, it entered the back of my 
hand at the joint of the midle finger, it also 
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broke the bone about one inch above in the 
back of my hand so that the encl of the bone 
cStuck up, I pushed it back the best I could. 
I spent a painful and sleepless night: next, 
morning Elder John Ellis administered to 
me acorcling to James 5: 14, 15. The pain 
.all left at once, and my hand was made 
well thTOughobedience to God's command. 
To him be all the glory. Remember me 
in love to the gospel and all inquiring 
Saints. Yours in love. F. 0. W ARKKY. 

Jlil:AGNOLIA, Iowa, 
Jan. 28th, 1876. 

Bro. Jos8ph:-I wish to communicate a 
'little incident of the past that tends, not a 
\little, to strengthen my faith in this Latter 
Day Work; with which I became connect. 
·ed on the 21st of December, 1875, receiving 
baptism by Phineas Cadwell, president of 
the Magnolia Branch, and being confirmed 
r,mder the hands of Elder Mark H. Forscutt. 
And mother says that many times in the 
past, when led to doubt by evil reports, and 
the heresies privately brought into the old 
·Organization by false teachers, by reason of 
whom the truth has been evil spoken of, the 
fulfillment of the dream which I am about 
to relate, has recurred to her thoughts, and 
brought again the conviction that there 
had been, and must still be, something per
manent and undying somewhere in Mor
monism. 

the building that he saw, was a new re
ligious denomination or church yet to be 
set up; and the tiers of seats that he saw in 
the building, were the different officern in 
that church; ancl that that church would 
be the true church of Christ; and that Gif
ford would not only live to see it establish
ed on the earth, but would enter it, and oc
cupy an office therein. They both seemed 
perfectly satisfied that the dream was full 
of meaning, and also that they had receivecl 
its interpretation; an cl day after day would 
thenceforth find them together conversing 
about the coming true church, with as 
much earnestness and assurance as thev 
could have felt, apparently, in talking of 
things that really existed, and seemed, with 
Joseph of Egypt, to be "sure of this thing." 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints was organized, as all know, in 
1830. Grandfather did not live to see it. 
I clo not know at what time Alpheus Gif
ford j oinecl it, but the next account that I 
have of him, he was at Nauvoo, Illinois, 
and occupied some office in the Mormon 
Church, as my grandmother relates, (who 
is yet living, and eighty-nine years old), 
who also lived there several years, having 
joined the Church, and moved there from 
Ontario Co., N. Y. Thus had the dream 
been fulfilled. 

Though I had heard the dream and its 
fulfillment talked of, as long ago almost as 
I can remember, (I was born in 1839), yet 
I had nearly forgotten it, till reminded of 
it by a dream slightly similar in some re
spects, that I had on the second night after 
uniting with the Church. 

CHAS. W. LA1rn. 

FALL RIVER, Mass. 
Feb. 15th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph Smith:-The good 'Lord is 
blessing his people here, for we are having 
his Spirit poured out upon us in great 
measure. We are not increasing much in 
numbers, but we are in grace; for which 
we feel truly thankful. Some who have 
been hanging back are now coming to the 
front. Praying for the welfare of Zion; I 
remain yours in gospel bonds. 

J OIIN POTTS. 

J\1y grandfather, Jonathan Follett, (my 
mother's father), then living in Ontario Co., 
N. Y., was on ver.v intimate terms with a 
Mr. Alpheus Gifford, and together they 
took a lively interest in searching the scrip
tures and discussing matters pertaining to 
religion; in fact, they had been on a self
imposed mission of some six months' dura
tion, in which they had traveled together 
:and preached. His house seems to have 
been a sort of temporary resort for Meth
odists; and even Brigham Young was there 
once, (then a young man), and borrowed a 
pair of shoes of my uncle to wear to a Meth
·oclist meeting near there. By the way, I 
wonder if the many incidents that have 
since crowded that man's busy and singu
lar life, have obliterated this little incident 
from his memory. But I am wandering 
from my subject. Mormonism had not 
been heard of. This must have been be- MIDWAY, Monroe Co., Alabama. 
tween 1822 and 1827. Gifford dreamed, Feb. 15th, 1876. 
-0ne night, that he was in a large building, Bro. Joseph Smith:-Since my last writ. 
in which there were many tiers of seats, ing, I have been constantly engaged in 
·One tier above another; and that he was spreading the good news. I spent the fall 
·sitting on one of these seats, considerably in Kentucky and Tennessee, principally in 
·elevated, but not on the highest tier; an cl Tennessee. In Hickman county I held a 
that there were a great many people in the two clay's debate with a Methodist preach
builcling ancl on the many seats therein. er. The debate was arrangedforfour days; 

This, in brief, is the substance of the l but at the encl of the second day he refnsecl 
.dream. Next morning he told his dream to debate the remaining subjects which 
to grandfather, who immediately gave were "spiritual gifts" and "church govern-· 
ihim the meaning of it; which was, that ment." 
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The cause was greatly hindered during 
the fall by the extraordinary sickness, 
which prevailed to such an extent that 
there was not enough well people to wait 
on the sick. This compelled me to stop 
preaching at the very time when prospects 
for gaining members were getting good. I 
left very many believers, many of whom 
will, no doubt, obey before long. I bap
tized one in Tennessee. In Kentucky I 
preached some and baptized two. Sick
ness was as severe there as in Tennessee and 
hindered the work much. 

Bro. Anthony arrived in Kentucky about 
foe middle of December. We spent about 
two weeks together before I started south. 
I found him an excellent man, just the 
kind of an Elder I wanted; kind, tlrrn and 
humble. He will be able to do much good 
in his field of labor. It was a great com
fort to me to be with him during the short 
time we were together, and he strengthened 
me very.much. May God ever help him 
and bless him. 

I left Kentucky on December 28th for 
the south; Bro. Anthony going with me as 
far as Benton county, Tennessee, where. we 
preached a few times. We parted on Jan
uary 6th, Bro. Anthony to return to Ken
tucky and I to come here. I traveled on 
horseback, and in eight days arrived 2"t Bro. 
F. JH. Fuller's, in Mississippi. Here I 
found three Saints, I preached sixteen 
times, baptized five and organized a branch, 
the Winston Branch, composed of eight 
members; F. JH. Fuller, teacher, presiding. 
There is a splendid opening there. :Many 
are "almost persuaded to be christiaus." I 
expect to preach some more there next 
summer. From J\fississippi I came here 
to the Lone Star Brauch. I found the 
Saints very cold, but still glad to see me. 
I began preaching February 5th, and have 
preached every day since; and our meet
ings are still going on. Five have been 
baptized, so far, and others are expected. 
\Ve have had a good meeting. The Saints 
have all promised to make a stronger effort 
to do their duty. Last night, after preach
ing, we held a council meeting, during 
which all the official members promised 
to do their duty in the future. It cheered 
me to see them with tears in their eyes, con
fess their short comings, and then to re
p ledge themselves to help roll on the work. 
J\riay Goel help them discharge their duty 
in righteousness. j'foxt Sunday I ·will be
gin a meeting in the Butler Branch; and 
from there go to the Pleasant Hill Branch. 

I have enjoyed my trip greatly, so far. 
The climate here is very mild. ~iy health 
is excellent. The Lord has blessed me this 
winter; yes, more than he has ever done 
before; for which I feel very thankful; and 
I am determined to do my utmost for the 
good of the cause, that the blood of this 

generation shall not be required at my 
hands. And, Bro. Joseph, I wish that all 
the Elders of Israel could feel this way, on
ly much more than I can do; each one can 
do something, and if they would but try 
their best, the Lord would open the way be
fore them and bless them with wisdom ancl 
power to do good. 

My address is, Milton, Santa Rosa Co., 
Florida. Your brother in Christ, 

J. H. HAKSEN. 

JEFFERSONVILLE, Wayne Co., Ills., 
Jan. 31th, 1876. 

Bro.Joseph 8mith:-Before leaving Sand
ford (Dec. 8) for this district, I was severe
ly afl:licted with sickness, in consequence 
of which I lost a month or six weeks of the 
fine autumn weather. Since my arrival in 
Southern Illinois, I have confined my la
bors to Bro. George H. Hilliard's district, 
having visited and labored in all the 
branches except one, also preaching in 
other places as time and strength would 
permit. I have been assisted in my labors 
by other brethren, mostly by the District 
President. Bro. Green accompanied me to 
the Elm River and Little Wabash branch
es, where we had as good and prosperous 
a time as could be expected, considering 
the rather lifeless condition of these 
branches. However, there are good breth
ren in these places, who desire to be good 
Saints. Bro. Hilliard and I spent nearly 
three weeks in J olrnsou county, where there 
were three accessions to the Church, and a 
few others seemed almost persuaded to 
obey. 

I neither think it to be good policy, nor 
right, to tlatter any person or persons with 
tongue or pen; therefore, I say that the old 
branches of the district are far below the 
standard of spirituality to which it is their 
privilege and duty to attain. The branch 
officers (speaking of them collectively) 
ought, by all means, to manifest more zeal 
and wisdom in the discharge of their duty, 
as plainly pointed out by the law of GocL 
For this much desired change, we labor, 
hope and pray. 

• The new branches are doing well, but 
the work lies before them.. There are good 
opportunities being presented in new fields 
for the preaching of the word, but very few 
faithful laborers at command in the dis
trict. 

I understand the condition of celestial 
reward to be this, "Live by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of Goel." 
Brethren and sisters, are you willing to 
obey this condition? If so, would it not be 
consistent to throw away that terrible hab
it of chewing and smoking tobacco? God 
says, "It is not good for man, neither for 
the body nor the belly."-B. C. 245. "0," 
says one, "I have used it so long that I can 
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not quit the habit." I assure you dear 
brother or sister, it is no harder for you 
throw away the noxious weed than it is for 
many of your brethren and sisters to put up 
with your using it. Again, when you use 
this kind of logic, you virtually say, "lam 
a slave, and tobacco is my master." How
ever, I would advise those who have been 
using the weed from 25 to 50 years, and 
apprehend any danger of protracted illness 
or death, should they cease its use, to choose 
the least of two evils, they being judges in 
the case. 

I remain your brother in the gospel, 
Jos. R. LAMBERT. 

VERSAILLES, Ripley Co., Ind., 
Feb. 5th, 1876. 

Bi» Joseph:-On the 18th of December, 
as I stated in my last letter, Br. Christie 
and I went to Cross Plains, where we held 
three meetings, good interest was manifest
ed by some, others opposing secretly; wb.ile 
there we were the guests of Mr. Conyers. 
Br. Christie left me here and returned 
home. By invitation I visited a neighbor
hood a few miles east, preaching at two 
places; some interest manifested, and 
much prejudice removed; while here we 
were the guests of a Mr. Connell, a mem
ber of the Baptist Church, and it is but 
just to say that the Baptist people have 
treated me well, and seemed to acknowl
edge the fact that I was an American citi
zen, and, as such, had a right to my reli
gious views. They truly set an example 
worthy of imitation by their brethren of 
New Marion. 

On the night of the 24th, returned to 
- Cross Plains, met some of the brethren 

from Olive Branch, accompanied by Br. C. 
Scott; went home with them after meet
ing ; spent Christmas with the branch; 
held a few meetings at the Union chapel. 

On the 27th, had the privilege of seeing 
another precious soul buried with Christ 
in baptism, Br. J. S. Christie officiating. 
She is a very intelligent and promising 
young lady. The same night we took the 
:field again, Brn. Scott and Short going to 
Olean. Through the kindness of Mr. Cam
ren, a house had been procured about four 
miles west of New Marion, where Br. 
Christie and I tried to set before the peo
nle "the things concerning the kingdom of 
God." A lively interest was awakened; 
held four meetings, had many pressing in
vitations to return, hope this point will not 
be neglected by other brethren, as we be
lieve great good may be accomplished by 
an eftort. I find Br. Christy a very con
genial companion, and a faithful laborer 
for Christ. 

Jan 1st, through the kindness of Br. 
Mayhew, (who furnished conveyance and 
accompanied us), Br. Short and I went to 

the Union Branch, Jefferson county, where 
we held meeting at night; the next day to 
Paris, Jennings county, where we held ten 
meetings, with good attendance and atten
tion. The Methodist brethren held meet
ing during the time, near by; we are told 
they got one mourner. Notwithstanding 
their efforts, our meetings were well attend
ed most of the time. It was remarked that 
"the brains of the community attended our 
meetings, while the rest went where they 
could hear more noise." 

Many expressed/themselves well satis
fied with the doctrine, admitting that we 
had the Bible on our side. We gave them 
to understand that the Lord had blessed u& 
with more of his word besides the Bible. 
Went next to Bear Creek, held three meet
ings, the people were willing and anxious. 
to hear; while at the two last named pla
ces we were the guests of our esteemed 
brother, B. V. Springer, whose assistance 
we had in our efforts, while sojourning 
with him ; and also the assistance' of hi& 
daughters, they helping to do the singing. 

January 16th, Br. Springer accompanied 
us to Union Branch, where we met Br. C. 
Scott, bound for the west end of the dis
trict; held six meetings, with prospects of' 
good results therefrom. We have reason 
to believe that this branch has seen its 
darkest days, as they seem determined to 
persevere. Under the wise policy of Br. 
Rector, with the help of God, they may 
hope to succeed. 

On the 21st, Br. Rector sent his team 
with us to Ripley county; where we stop. 
peel with Father Campbell, and were hos
pitably received; the next day he sent us 
on our way with his team, found the Saints 
of Olive all well, held a few meetings at, 
the Union Chapel, sent an appointment to 
Titusville for the night of the 26th, when 
we arrived there we found the door locked. 

We have had to suspend our efforts for 
a time, on account of small pox being in 
an adjacent neighborhood, and "the hearts 
of men are failing them for fear." 

This afternoon we had the great joy of 
receiving another into the fold of God, 
thus the good work moves quietly and 
smoothly on, the efforts of our enemies 
notwithstanding. 

To-morrow I speak by request on the di~ 
vine call of Joseph Smith, this seems to be 
the stumbling block, and I trust that my 
master will assist me in the effort. 

Monday I expect to start for Central 
Nebraska, as per resolution of Semi-Annu
al Conference; expect to go via St. Louis, 
Atchison, and Council Bluffs. I regret 
that it becomes necessary to part with 
many who have become dear to me on ac
count of trials and blessings mutually 
shared. I shall ever remember the kind
ness shown me while on this mission, both 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD 183 

through my illness and during my labors. 
May the God of Saints bless the work in 
Southern Indiana, and cause that the glo
rious work may prosper, and King Im
manuel's banner be planted in the strong
holds of Satan. I shall ever hail with joy 
the glad news that the work is gaining 
ground, and realize the truth of the prov
erb, "As cold water is to a thirsty soul, so 
is good news from a far country." 

I leave with the "Macedonian cry" 
sounding in my ears, but feel confident 
that the time has come to take my depar
ture, and so bid adieu to the Saints of In
diana. 

Br. Short will remain here until he re
ceives directions from Br. Lambert. We 
have been very unfortunate in :receiving 
any news from him, have not heard from 
him for some time. I thank God that I 
have been permitted to labor under his di
rection; his wise counsels and mild re
bukes will ever be gratefully remembered 
by me. My all is in this work, I aspire to 
nothing higher than telling the story of 
the "meek and lowly Jesus." 

I. am as ever, yours in the covenant of 
peace, HEMAN c. SMITH. 

FERNDALE, Humboldt Co., Cal., 
Jan. 2nd, 1876. 

Br. Joseph :-Having for some time had 
a desire to bear my testimony to the truth
fulness of the latter day work, in the col
umns of the Herald, I will embrace this 
opportunity, it is only about one year and a 
half since I was initiated into the king
dom, during that time myself and family 
have received many blessings, for whiclit 
we are truly thankful and give God all the 
praise. Before I knew or had heard any
thing of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, I became convinced by 
reading the scriptures that I was not pm
suing a course of life agreable to the will 
of God; but having no confidence in the 
sectarian churches,-! prayed earnestly to 
God, that if he had a people on earth to 
make them known to me; after several days 
of prayer, the answer came in a vision of 
the night, that if I would submit myself to 
be guided by the spirit of truth that my 
prayers should be answered. Several years 
-after I accidentally got hold of a few copies 
of the Herald, and becoming interested, I 
then borrowed the Life of J. Smith, Jun., 
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, and 
the Voice of Warning-while reading these 
works, the Spirit bore so strong a testimony 
to the truthfulness of the doctrine that my
self and wife shed tears of joy over them, 
and we were both ready for the water the 
first opportunity. Before we became con. 
nected with the Church of Christ, we had 
great faith in the promised gifts and bless
ings as found in the word of the Lord, and 

always believed that one of our little ones 
was healed from a great sickness, in express 
answer to prayer. 

Our witness is that the gospel which is 
the power of God unto salvation, is being 
proclaimed throughout the world by the 
Latter Day Saints in fulfillment of that 
which was shown to John on the Isle of 
Patmos, relative to the restoratfon of the 
gospel, as recorded in the fourteenth chap
ter of Revelations. Your brother in Christ. 

S. WELDON. 

JEFFERSONVILLE, w ayne Co., Ills., 
Feb. 17th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph Smith:-I tho-nght perhaps 
some of the readers of the Herald would 
like to hear from the work here. Br.Joseph 
Lambert has been laboring in this district 
since our conference in December last, 
with good effect. I think he is an efficient 
workman. He works very careful, and 
endeavors to make his points clear, so that 
all may understand. His health has been 
poor since he has been in this district, I 
hope he may soon become strong and vig
orous. The work here is in fair condition, 
and the prospect fair for the future. The 
field is very extensive and preaching El
ders very scarce in this district. I went 
with Br. Lambert to Johnson County Ills. 
Three were added to the Church while we 
were there, two by baptism and one by 
vote, having been baptized by Levi Stewart 
in 1843 or 1844. I went int0 Williamson 
county, preached four times while there, 
near Marion, the county seat. Stayed in 
Marion all night, with Br. A. J. Mann, an 
old time Saint. I think he and his wife will 
unite with the Reorganization. I hear 
that there was once quite an extensive 
branch in that county. Some moved away, 
and some are scattered through the country. 
I think a good work could be done if we 
had an able Elder to labor there during the 
coming season. Spiritualism, Adventism, 
Campbellism, and the rest of the popular 
"ites" and "isms" will be to meet and con
tend with, no doubt, in that locality. 
We have the promise of one meeting-house 

in Marion, and two in the country, near 
town, to preach in. But we cannot possi
bly go there until late next summer, if 
then; and the call on every side is "Come 
and preach." 

Br. Lambert is in the Brush Creek 
Branch at present. One has been added 
there since he went. We were in hopes 
Br. Mark would have been with us this 
winter, but he has not returned yet, and 
when he does, I suppose he will go on to 
Indiana, to hold a discussion with Rev. 
W. B. F. Treat. I do pray that truth may 
prevail, and that more faithful and efficient 
men may be raised up to carry the mes
sage to every nation; men that will live by 
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every word of God to them, for I am satis
fied that those who do not live in this man
ner, are not very successful in building up 
the Church, their work not being but half 
done. I pray Goel to overrule all for the 
best. As ever, yours in the covenant of 
peace. G. H. HILLIARD. 

°GTAH, Feb. 25th, 1876. 
Dea1' Herald :-It appears, by reading 

the last two editorials, that the population 
of Utah has increased rather remarkably 
since the census; but when the readers of 
the Herald understand that the petition to 
Washington had the names of all persons 
over twelve years ofage, which I understand 
it had, it will not appear quite so large. 

A SUBSCRIBER,. 

EDENVTLLE, Iowa, 
Jan. 1st, 1876. 

B1'o. Joseph:-What we are doing in the 
DesJ\Ioines District. We now comprise 
five branches; Newton Branch numbers 
probably two score; some of its members 
are laboring a little in the branch. Very 
few of the world come out to hear. I hope 
it is not a lack of energy by the brethren. 

Independent Branch holds their regular 
meetings. They are much scattered, hence 
do not often all get together at one time. 
Bro. Nirk presides over the branch. There 
is not much show of an increase soon. Brn. 
Nirk and Sayer are the only officers that 
labor much, and their services are confined 
almost entirely to branch meetings. I be
lieve there is a better time hoped for. 

Pleasant Grove Branch, is divided by the 
DesJUoines River, and the river has been in 
such a stage, nearly all winter, that it has 
been impossible to cross ·with safety. I 
held a two day's meeting in that branch 
this month, but few out on the account of 
bad weather. We had a good time. This 
"branch has been in a low condition for a 
long time, and has been much neglected 
by visiting officers. There is now a good 
feeling in the branch, and I have great 
hopes that the branch will soon throw off 
her lethargy, and arise in strength. Her 
officers are good meaning men, but hither
to have lacked energy. They now promise 
to do their duty. 

DeslVIoines Branch now numbers almost 
three score, and some prospect for an in
crease, but they are not without their diffi 
culties. Their officers seem to be very 
prompt men. They were visited by Bro. 
lVIark; and I am sorry to say, that he failed 
to have the success in Desliloines that he 
has had in most other places. Jlfay he 
come again, that his last greeting may be 
a source of much joy. I saw him in a 
dream-he is not without his trials-was 
in the front ranks commanding the train to 

push ahead. What a cloud he had to pass 
through! 

DesIIIoines Valley Branch now numbers 
about thirty with two officers, a priest and 
teacher. They hold three regular meetings 
a week. The priest and teacher are good 
men, laboring to bring the Saints to the 
unity of the faith. IIIy labors have been 
mostly confined to this branch and vicini. 
ty. I concluded a series of sixteen meet
ings Jan. 23rd; Bro. Stamm was with me 
four days. Goel was with us, giving His 
Spirit to comfort and cheer the Saints and 
confirming the word wlth signs following 
the believer. Was directed here by the 
Spirit on January 12th. I commenced 
meetings on the 13th; during the process of 
the meetings I baptized eight. The meet
ings grew in interest to the last, when I 
closed to return to my family for a few 
clays. I have been in the field almost con
stantly since Oct. 15th, 1874. Commenced 
preaching at Vandalia ancl on the Des 
Moines River Valley where they had never 
heard the gospel befOTe. Held four public 
discussions,-three with the Christians and 
one with the Methodists. Have had the 
pleasure of organizing a branch which riow 
numbers thirty, all new members and living 
on the ground contested by our Christian 
Brethren. The Lord gave us the victory, 
-His sheep heard His Yoice, and they fol
low Him. To Goel be all the praise. 

How much longer I will continue in the 
field I cannot say. lVIy brother Alfred and 
I have conferred together, he laboring at 
home in temporal things to support our 
families, (which thing is a heavy burden 
on him), and I labor in the field. I have 
a wife ancl five children, the eldest one 
about ten years old. I have plead to the 
Lord for knowledge what to do, and I 
heard a voice, in open day light, as it came 
from heaven, saying, "Read the seventh 
chapter of 1st Corinthians, 29th verse" (I. 
T.) At the time I heard the voice I could 
not remember one word that that chapter 
contained. 

I am now holdmg meetings (Jan. 31st) 
about ten miles south-east of Des Moines 
City. Bro. B. lVIyers is with me. While at 
Vandalia, last Saturday evening, I had a 
public challenge sent to me by the Method
ist society, to discuss "Was Joseph Smith a 
false prophet?" and "Is the Church of Lat
ter Day Saints the true Church of Christ?" 
I accepted the challenge provided my op
ponent would bind himself in writings, 
that he would act the gentleman in the 
strictest terms of the word. I am tired of 
meeting trash. I believe a majority of the 
people in Vandalia are now my friends, 
hence I will meet no man there in debate at 
this time, unless he comes in a christian-like 
manner. I have another challenge from a 
J'l'.Ir. Dalley, of J.Vfarshall county, Iowa, on 
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the Book of Mormon and Spiritual Gifts. ! 
He is a very· talented man. If the debate 
should come off it will be a hardly contest
€d battle. As yet we have not been able to 
agree on text books to be used during the 
four day's disctcssion. 

Yours in Christ, IsAAC X. WHITE. 

Fremont District. 
The above named conference convened at 

the Gaylord School House, Fremont county, 
Iowa, February 13, 1876, at 10:30 a.m. 

Preaching by J as. Caffall, to a large con
gregation. 

1:30 P.J\r.-Sacrament meeting. Brn. J. 
R. Badham and ,J. J. Kaster administered 
the bread and wine. 

Evening.-Preaching by Br. R. l\I. Elvin, 
followed by a prayer and testimony meeting. 

. Monday Morning, 9 a.m.-Proceeded to 
arrange the business of the conference. R. 
{J. Elvin in the chair; Wm. Leeka, secreta
ry; J. R. Badham and Br. Chute assistant 
derks. 

l{esolved that the hours from twelve to 
-0ne, and from four to five o'clock be occu
pied in free discussion. 

Hules of order were then read. Visiting 
lwethren were invited to take part in the 
<leliberations. 

Intermission for five minutes, after which 
an hour was spent in free discussion. 

2 r. ~r.-Priest Wm. Rooker reported. 
Teachers Simon Dike, Jun., and N. Trook 
reported. 

Bishop's Agent's Report.-Balance on 
hand last report ::P68.70; receipts $68.15-
total $136.85. Paid to Bishop I. L. Roger8 
$26.25; to Moses Boyle :320; to R. J. An
thony $45.25; to Mrs. R. J. Anthony $12. 
15-total $103.65. Balance on hand $32.20. 
Wm. Leeka, agent. 

New Business.-Resolved that resolution 
No. 10, page 111 of the record, be so amend
ed as to read, Resolved that we do not con
sider any person competent to represent 
the latter day work who does not believe 
and teach the principles of the gospel, as 
contained in the standard works of' the 
church, viz., Book of Mormon, Doctrine and 
Covenants and Holy Scriptures. 

That all the branches in the district be 
requested to to hold the necessary business 
meetings on a week day. 

Whereas there are no suitable buildings 
in which to hold our conferences, therefore 
Resolved that measures be taken to secure 
such buildings as soon as practicable. 

That we request the General Conference 
to send Br. III. H. Forscutt to labor in this 
district. 

That we endorse the nomination of R. C. 
Elvin to the office of High Priest by said 
quorum, and that we recommend him to the 
General Conference, to be held April next, 
for ordination. 

Moved that the Conference contribute the 
&mount of $6.95 to be made up to Br. R. C. 
Elvin and paid by Bishop's Agent. 

Officials present: l Apostle, 2 High 
Priests, 1 Seventy, 24 Elders, 4 Priests, 8 
Teachers. l Deacon. 

Branch Reports -Platte River: 12 mem
bers; 1 expelled. Glenwood: 15 members; 
1 removed by letter. Moroni: 14 members. 
liebraska City: 97 members; 11 baptized, 
2 received by vote. Blue River: 8 mem
bers; 2 received by vote. Farm Creek : 
30 members; 2 removed by letter, 5 scat. 
tered. Shenandoah: 30 members: l re
ceived by vote. Fremont: 50 members ; 2 
baptized, 6 removed by letter. l\Iill Creek: 
27 members. Nephi: 20 members. Plum 
Creek: 92 members ; 6 baptized, 4 removed 
by letter, 1 died. Elm Creek: 11 members. 
Paimyra not reported. 

Robert. H. Coster was ordained to th e 
office of an Elder, by .Tas. Caffall, assisted 

·by Wm. Redfield and Wheeler Baldwin. 

Elders' Reports.-E. C. Brand had done 
but little, in consequence of sickness ; bap
tized one. J. V. Roberts had baptized one. 
R. M. Elvin preached ten times, baptized 
one, blessed one child. R. C. Elvin, presi
dent of the district, had visited most of the 
branches, had reorganized the Liberty 
Branch, called it 1Jioroni, baptized four at 
Blue River, organized a new branch there, 
to be known as the Blue River Branch; had 
preached forty-one times, spent $29.45 and 
had received $22.50. W. Baldwin, Wm. 
Redfield, ,John Good, A. T. Mortimore, G. 
E. Dueb, Geo. Kemp, J. J. Kaster, Thos. 
~utt, Wm. Gaylord, Moses Gaylord, Paul 
C. Peterson, J. R. Badham, W. C. Mathews, 
Simon Dike, Sen., J. Leeka, Wm. Leding
ham, R. P. Baldwin and S. Longbottom re
ported. 

Report of Elder Jas. Thomson was read. 
Teacher L. C. Donelson reported. 

Moved that all those that have not re· 
ceivecl :ucens be granted license by this 
Conference. 

:Missions.-:\Iovecl that Brn. J. R. Bad
ham and .J. T. Kinneman be associated inn 
mission east of Clarinda and elsewhere. 
That E. C. Brand and J. V. Roberts be as
sociated in a mission on the Miseouri Bot
tom. That J·ames Thompson be' continued 
in his mission. That Br. Longbottom have 
a mission to Ross Grove and vicinity of 
Clarinda. That Br. Baldwin be appointed 
to visit any Jlart of the district he may wish. 
That Wm. and Moses Gaylord be associated 
in a miision to Hillsdale. That Geo. Kemp 
and John Goode be associated in a mission 
to Hillsclale, Glenwood and vicinity. That 

I Brn. Wm. Redfield and W. C. Mathews be 
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associated in a mission to Hamburg and vi
cinity. That J. J. Kaster and Br. Leading
ham be appointed a mission to Walkersville. 
That Br. G. E. Duel be appointed to labor 
at Bethlehem and elsewhere. That Knud 
Johnson and Paul Peterson labor at Moroni 
Branch. That Br. Stephen Wood be asso
ciated with J. J. Kaster and Leadingham. 
That D. Hougus labor at Red Oak in com
pany with J. R. Badham. 

Report of District Historian read and ac. 
cepted. 

Moved that a committee of three be ap
pointed to act upon resoluticn in regard to 
securing buildings in which to hold Quar
terly Conferences. 

That D. Hougus, W. C. Matthews and 
Wm. Leeka compose said committee. 

That when this conference adjuurns, it 
does so to meet-at Nebraska City. 

7:30 P.ir.-A discourse from Br. J. R. 
Badham, from Mark 1 : 8. 

Moved that the President of this District 
represent the District at the Annual Con
erence, either in person or by letter. 

That we sustain the goneral authorities of 
the Church; also Br. R. C. Elvin as Dis
trict President, and Br. Wm. Leeka as Sec
retary and Bishop's Agent. 

'.!-'hat Br. Jas. Caffall have his expenses 
in attending this Conference paid by the 
Bishop's Agent. 

That the office of District Historian be 
continued. 

The remainder of the evening was spent 
in prayer and testimony meeting, in which 
the Saints enjoyed the Spirit of peace. 

Conference then adjourned to meet at Ne
braska City, May 7th, 1876, at 10:30 a. m. 

St. Joseph District. 
Confe~ence convened at Oregon, Holt Co., 

Missouri, February 5th, 1876. Br. William 
Hawkins called to preside. Visiting breth
ren were invited to take part in the pro·
ceedings. 

Branch reports.-Oregon 38 members, 1 
died, gain 3. Bigelow 8 members, 2 bap
tized. Benton 26 members, 2 removed by 
letter, 6 baptized. 

Elders' reports.-Brethren Stiles, Flory, 
Litz, Parker, Tignor and Fisher, reported 
that they were doing all they could for the 
spread of the work. 

Whereas the Nodaway District by their 
petition, as presented by Elders Woodhead 
and Madison desire a union of the St. Jo
seph and Nodaway Districts. 

Resolved that we accept the terms set 
forth in said petition, looking to a union of 
the Districts. 

Moved that said petition be received. 
That when this conference adjourns, it 

does so to meet on Saturday before the 
third Sunday in l\Iay, as a union of the St. 

Joseph and Nodaway Districts, for the pur
set forth in the petition from.the Nodaway 
District. 

That this conference cede [to what?] all 
of Buchannan county south of the north in
corporation of St. Joseph running east ((} 
Andrew county line. 

7 P. M.-A general good time in prayer 
and testimony meeting. 

Resolved that all Elders renew their li
cences. 

That Br. Parker be released as clerk of 
the St. Joseph District, and that Joseph 
Flory be appointed in his stead. 

That we sustain the presiding officer of 
the Distrct. 

Two-days' meetings were appointed at 
Oregon, April first and second. In Benton 
on the third Saturday and Sunday in March. 
At Bigelow Branch on the second Saturday 
and Sunday in April. 

11 P.M.-Preaching by Brn. Litz and 
Burlington. 

2:30 A.M.-Sacrament was administerecl, 
and a time of rejoicing had. 

Evening.-Preaching by Brn. Stiles and 
Woodhead. 

Adjourned to meet at the Liberty School 
House, on the thrid Saturday and Sunday 
in May, [20th and 21st J. This Sshool
House is between Guilford and Bridgewater, 
in Nodaway county, Missouri. 

North Kansas District. 
The above named conference was held at 

Fanning Station, Feb. 12-13, 1876. J. W. 
Brackenbury presiding, C. Herzing clerk. 

Some very good instructions and exhorta
tions were given to the Saints, especially 
the Elders, by the president, in regard to 
their deliberations during conference. Af
ter consuming considerable time in discuss
ing and deliberating on branch and other 
local matters, conference adjourned. 

Afternoon session.-Minutes of last con
ference read. 

Branch reports.-White Cloud 23 mem
bers, 1 expelled, 5 received by letter, 1 by 
baptism; branch in good condition. Fan
ning Branch, disorganized January 16th, 
1876. Union, 10 members, organized Jan. 
22, 1876; branch in good order. 

Elders' reports.-Sellers, Waddel, Banta, 
B. Brackenbury, Herzing, Joseph Blatt and 
John Richards ; Priests Clemenson and 
Price, all had preached in public more or 
less. J. W. Brackenbury preached some in 
Brown county, in connection with Br. C. 
Herzing, and also preached considerable at 
White Cloud and vicinity. 

The president expressed his gratification 
in regard to the reports of the Elders; (Ind 
thought they were the best reports given 
since the organization of the District. 

Preaching in the evening at 7. 
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.su.nday .forenoon session. - No special 
missions given. The Elders were instruct
ed to preach wherever doors are open. The 
authorities of the church were sustained. 

Officials present: Elders 8, Priests, 2 Dea
cons. 

The afternoon was devoted to sacrament, 
prn:yer, and testimony meeting; during 
which a goodly degree of the spirit was en
joyed by the Saints. Preaching at 7 p.m. 

Adjourned to meet at White Cloud, May 
6th and 7th, 1876. 

Colorado District. 
The above conference convened January 

1st, 1876, at 2 o'clock p.m., at the Saints' 
Meeting Room, Rocky Mountain Branch. 

Officials present, 3 Elders, I Teacher. 
Branch Reports.-Denver : 20 members. 

G. E. Ward, presiding Priest; Amanda 
Galland, clerk. Rocky Mountain: 12 mem
bers. J. Ellis., president, G. 0. Kennedy, 
clerk. 

The following Elders reported: F. C. 
Warnky, J. Ellis, Wm. S. Montgomery. F. 
C. Warnky had preached forty-six times, in 
Park, Douglas and El Passo counties. Had 
good liberty, large congregations and a 
.good interest manifested, especially in Fair
.play land Alma, Park county. Thinks there 
are s9me of God'~ people there, and a good 
opemng. J. Ellis had baptized and con
nrmed four; had preached some r.nd at
t-ended to the duties of the branch the best 
he could ; had kept all in good order· was 
willing to do all he could to help advan~e the 
good _cause, Wm. S. Montgomery had not 
been in Colorado long, but while here hr.d 
been out with Br. Warnky to Clear Creek 
and held meeting: also had ]Jreached i~ 
the. Zion Baptist Church, in Denver, and 
while he remains· with us, is willing to labor 
to the best of his ability. 

The authorities of the Church were sus
tained in ~ighteousness. Br. F. C. Warnky 
was sustamed as president and missionary 
to Colorado District, and Geo. 0. Kennedy, 
secretary. 

Appointmei_its.-Br. J. Ellis was appoint
ed to labor m Jefferson county, also, in 
eampany with Br. Warnky, in other parts 
ofthe district. Br. Wm. S. ?\lontgomery 
was aspointed to labor in Arrapahoe Doug-
las and Elbert counties. ' 

Evening.-Preaching by Brn. Montgom
ery and Warnky. 
~unday, 10 a.m.-Preaching by Brn. 

Elhs and Warnky. 
Aftern~on.-Preaching by the president, 

after which the sacrament wr.s adminis
tered. 
Ev~ning.-Preaching by the president. 

. AdJ ourned to meet at the cr.11 of the pres-
ident. F. C. WARNKY, President. 

G. O. KENNEDY, Clerk. 

Eastern Nebraska District. 
The quarterly conference of this district 

convened on the lat and 2d of January, 1876. 
James Caffall president, H Nielson, clerk. 

Branch reports.-Omaha (Eng.) 58 mem
bers. Omahr. (Scan.) 36 members. Sun
day School 6 teachers, 40 scholars, 50 libra
ry books. 

Br. J. Avondet petitioned the conference 
to admit the Elkhorn Branch into this dis
trict. Resolved that we defer this matter 
until our next conference, and that we in
vite brethren Z. Martin and others, of the 
Northern Nebrr.ska District, to attend our 
next conference, to consider the propriety 
of consolidating the two districts. 

Elders' reports.-J. Caffall, J. Avondet, 
T. Edwards, W. Ballinger, G. Medlock, H. 
Nielson, N. Rumel, M. Lundwall, reported. 
Br. Medlock spoke very feelingly of the peo
ple at the poor-house, to whom his attention 
had been drawn. · 

Bishop's agent reported. Resolved that 
we sustain the Bishop's agent in receivinr: 
Tithing and Freewill Offerings, and distri~ 
buting the sr.me to the ministry and the 
poor in this district, as wisdom shall dictate. 

That a committee of two be appointed to 
look after members not belonging to branch
es; and if possible, induce them to have 
their names enrolled on branch records: 
and that ,J. Avondet and G. Medlock be said 
committee. 

Missions.-.J. Avondet will, according to 
his wish, hbor in his former field at Elk
horn, Platte Valley and Florence with the 
exception of Florence. T. Edwr.rds and '\7\'. 
Ballinger at Florence and elsewhere. 

That we sustain the constituted authori
ties of the church. That Jas. Caffall have 
charge of this district. 

Sundr.y morning and evening, preaching 
by J. Caffr.11. In the afternoon the sacra
ment was r.dministered. We hr.d altogether 
a good conference. 

Officials present: of the Twelve 1, Elders 
11, Deacons 1. 

Adjourned to meet in this place [Omaha 
we think is meant.-Eds. J on the last Sat
urday in March, [25], 1876, at 2 p.m. 

"It is to l~ve twice, when you can enjoy 
the recollect1on of your former life." 

Love labor; if J:OU do not want it for food, 
you may for physic. 

Report is a quick travelier, but an unsr.fe 
guide. 

"Experience takes very high school
wages, but she teaches like no other." 

Hearts may agree though heads differ. 
The true estimation of living is not to be 

tr.ken from age, but action; some die old at 
forty, others infants at fourscore. 

Modesty in woman is like color in her 
ckeek-decidedly becoming unless put. on. 
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TO THE ABSENT ONE. 

The time seems Jong that you're away, 
..And longer yet will be your stay; 
I sometimes wish you'd visit me, 
That I your kindly face may see. 

It may be wrong in me to crave 
Your presence. when you've souls to save; 
The Lord' appointed you to go, 
As His ambassador, I know. 

You may perhaps, the question ask, 
Is sacrifice an easy task? 
0 ! no, but Jesus Christ hath said, 
"Our faith without our works is dead.") 

There's nothing that I dearer love, 
Than see the cause of Zion move; 
Her noble ship must onward go, 
Though waves run high, and rough winds blow. 

My faith in God's unchanging hand, 
Is firm as rocks upon the strand ; 
The memory can never die, 
Of lessons learned in days gone by. 

One thing is promised to us all, 
By our own works we stand or fall; 
.For others' faults none can atone, 
Each one must answer for his own. 

This thought the drooping spirits cheer, 
The prayer of faith our God will hear; 
His eye can all our actions see, 
And He the final Judge will be. 

}fay you a faithful servant prove, 
While on this earthly sphere you move 
'Tis my best wish while life remaino 
Adieu, till we shall meet again. 

No>ember, 1875. M. R. 

Notified to Appear. 
Whereas Br. James Steel has absented 

himself from the Independence Branch ever 
since he became a member, more than six 
months ago, therefore he is notified to ap
pear before the said Branch, on the first 
Sunday in May, to answer to the charges 
preferred against him, or his name will be 
dropped from the Church Record. 

By order of the Branch. 
G. PILGRIM, Pres. 

INDEPE:XDEXCE, l'!Io., 3.farch 1, 1876. 

Church Library. 
Br. J. Macauley, of Wisconsin, has dona

ted "The Iliad of Homer," in two volumes. 
Bro. George Forbes, of St. Louis, has given 
"The Douay Version of the Old and New 
Testament." And from Br. Joseph Slinger, 
of :Missouri, we have received, "Of the State 
of the Church in Future Ages; 01', an In
spection into Divine Prophecies, touching 
the State of the Church in the Latter Ages 

of the World," published in London in 1684-, 
one hundred and ninety-two years ago. 
Thanks, brethren; who's next. 

JOHN SCOTT, Librarian. 

Massaclmsetts Conference • 
The :Massachusetts District Conferenc& 

will hold its next session at Fall River, 
Mass., on the second Saturday and Sunday 
[13th and 14th] of April, 1876. 

By request of' JOHN GILBERT. 

BORN. 
At St. Joseph, l\Io., February 21st, 1376, 

to Br. and Sr. Robert Winning, a daughter. 
DIED. 

At San Bernardino, Cal., November 3rd, 
1875, Br. F. M. Vanluven, aged about 67 
years. He joined the Church in 1833. Dur
ing the "dark and cloudy day" he never 
lost faith in the truth, although he turned 
his back upon the Utah church. He united 
with the Reorganization in 1863, and re
mained valiant to the end of his pilgrimage. 

At Iron Hill, Jackson county, Iowa, Feb. 
25th, 1876, of scarlet fever, Sr. Ruth A. E., 
daughter of Br. Ira and Sr. Harriet Agan, 
aged 15 years, 7 months and 14 days. She 
was baptized Sept. 12th, 1869, at Fox River, 
Kendall county, Ill., by Elder E. Banta. 

At Batavia, Kane county, Ill,, January 
29th, 1876, Sr. Louisania Blakeslee, aged 
71 years, 9 months, and 29 days. She wa& 
the relict of Br. Jam es Blakeslee, of th& 
Quorum of the Twelve, who fell asleep in 
December, 1866. Sr. B. having filled the 
measure of her pilgrimage, fell asleep, firm 
in the faith. Funeral sermon by Br. Joseph 
Smith, of Plano. 

At Boston, Massachusetts, January 28th, 
18iG, Frederick, son of Jacob and Sr. Rosine 
Kafer, aged 14 years, 2 months and 23 
days. "Freddie was a child of faith and 
died in peace." 

At Bevier, Macon county, Missouri, Feb. 
14th, 1876, from accidental falling down a 
coal shaft, Joseph Reese, age cl 9 years, 8 
months and 12 days. May the Spirit of 
peace comfort the parents of the child in 
their sore bereavment. 

At Leavenworth, Kansas, Jamiary 6th, 
1876, Sr. Emma, wife of Br. Charles Harm es, 
aged about 50 years. Funeral service by 
Elders G. Chapman and H. Green. 

At her home, six miles south of Carondo
let, Missouri, January 21, 1876, Millicent 
Tory, aged_ 60 years, 7 months and 19 days. 
She united with the Church many years 
ago, but when "plurality" was preached 
she left in disgust; but when she heard of 
the Reorganization, she sought for and 
united with it, in 1875. 
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At Eastport lowa, February 12th, 1876, 
of phthisis pulmonis, attended with neural
igia Gnd cancer in the breast, Sr. Elizabeth 
A., wife of Br. E. R. Briggs, aged 54 years, 
2 months and some days. She sank to rest, 
with quiet resignation to the Master's will. 
Funeral on the 27th, by Br. J as. Caffall, to 
a goodly number of friends. ------· OBITUARY. 

Died at his residence, at Cape Coch, Gla
morganshire, South Wales, February 2nd, 
1876, Elder James Grier, aged 62 years and 
8 months. Deceased was born i\Iay 20th, 
1813, at Porthyryd, Carmarthenshire, Wales. 
In after years he moved to Glamorganshire, 
where he heard the Latter Day Saints: he 
believed and was baptized May 2nd, 1848. 
He was ordained an Elder, October 6th, 
18ii2; in this office he labored faithfully, 
according to his knowledge, till the sum
mer of 1866, when he, with many others of 
the Brighamites, emigrated to Utah. When 
on the Plains, he met Alexander H. Smith, 
going to Utah on his mission, who expound
ed unto him the way of God more perfectly; 
and being convinced, received the word 
gladly, and joined the Reorganization in 
Box Elder county, Utah, September 26th, 
1866. In 1867 he returned to Wales, and 
united himself to the Aberaman Branch, of 
which he was a member when he died. A 
few days before he died, he tried to write 
to the editor of the Rerald, but wrote but 
little, and requested that it should be re
written and sent to you. It is as follows: 

"Br. Joseph Smith:-I feel to give my tes
timony of the great work of God. I know 
through a revelation given me by the Spirit 
of God, that there is no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
eth not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 

Yours, J ADIES GRIER. 
That is a testimony of one who has lived 

a virtuous life and died the death of the 
righteous. His name is mentioned with re
spect after he is gone. THos. E. JENKINS. 

DOWLAIS, Feb. 14, 187G. 

ADDRESSES. 
J. H. Hanson, Milton, Santa Rosa Co., Fla. 
C. G. Lanphear, Box 205, Sandwhich, De 

Kalb Co., Illinois. 
Peter Canavan, West Oakland, Alameda 

county, Cal. 
A. Bishop, Stewartsville, DeKalb Co., l\lo. 
Alex. B. Smith, Nauvoo, Illinois. 

An Historical Phenomenon. 
Just before Major Andre's embarkation 

for America he made a journey into Derby
shire, to pay l\liss Seward a visit, and it 
was o.rrangecl that they should t&ke a pleas
ure i·ide to the park. :lliss Seward told 

Andre that, besides enjoying the beauties. 
of the natural scenery, he would there meet. 
some of her most valued friends, among· 
them Mr. Newton, whom she playfully called 
her "minstrel," and ~Ir. Cunningham, the· 
curate, whom she regarded as a very elegant 
poet. 

"I had a very strange dream last night,"' 
said l\lr. Cunningham to Mr. Newton, while
they were awaiting together the arrival of 
the party, "and it has haunted me all day,,. 
seeming unlike ordinary dreams, to be im-
pressed very vividly upon my mind. 

" I fancied myself to be in a great forest. 
The place was strange to me, and while look-
ing about with some surprise, I saw a horse-
man approaching at a great speed. Just as• 
he reached the spot where I stood, three· 
men rushed out of a thicket, and seizing his 
bridle hurried him a way, after closely 
searching his person. The countenance of· 
the stranger was a very interesting and im
pressive one. I seem to see it now. My
sympathy for him was so great that I awoke., 
But I presently fell asleep again, and dream
ed that I was standing near a strange city,. 
among thousands of people, and that I saw 
the same person I had seen in the wood'. 
brought out and suspended to the gallows. 
The victim was young, and had a courtly
bearing. The influence and the effects of' 
this dream are somewhat different from any· 
that I ever had." 

Presently Miss Seward arrived with the· 
handsome stranger. Mr. Cunningham turn
ed pale with a nameless horror as he was. 
presented to Andre, and at his first oppor
tunity said to Mr. Newton : 
"That, sir, was the face I saw in my dream." 
-Galaxy for February. 

One Reason for tlle Word of Wisdom. 
TEA-DRINKING. 

The Food and Fuel Reformer, an English
paper, says: "lt is on women that the evil 
effects of teadrinking fall with the greatest 
weight. How many women, who think they 
cannot 'get along' a single day without tea,. 
owe to it their cold feet and hands, their 
liability to frequent colds, their peculiar 
difficulties, especially their weakening ones, 
and their habitu:i.l loss of appetite, render
ing them a prey to 'dinner-pills,' or the ab
surdities termed 'strengthening medicines,' 
so long in vogue. No wonder tea-drinkers 
are so frequently small eaters, when their· 
tea has gradually destroyed their appetite ? 
But perhaps the worst use to which tea is 
applied by women is the practice of drink
ing copiously of warm tea during pregnancy, 
with the idea that it will render their milk 
abundant. A most unfounded, absurd and 
disastrous practice. It is aJike injurious to 
the mother an cl her offspring; and it may 
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originate the hereditary diseases of suc
.cessive generations-far beyond the third 
·and fourth. According to Dr. William Alcott, 
·one cause of a scrofulous constitution, by 
inheritance, is to be found in the use of tea 
•by ancestors, and he reasons out the matter 
on sound physiological principles, observing 
that whatever weakens the nerves-es
•pecially those of the stomach-in a mother, 
is sure to entail a tendency to disease on 
her offspring, which will not unfrequently 
prove to be scrofula, or that dismal and 
universal disease-tuberculous consump
tion. There is also a reason to infer that 
much of our modern eye-disease and ear
disease is caused by the tea-drinking habit 
. of our population. The hearing is affected, 
at least indirectly by colds-so much more 
·Common than among our forefathers before 
the introduction of tea. This is an absolute 
necessity; and it cannot be explained by 
any change in the climate for the worse; 
anyhow, the fact is certain, and it is equally 
certain that the sudden heating produced 
by tea, as rapidly followed by refrigeration 
or chill, cannot fail to be a perpetual cause 
of the affection in question-so often the 
precursor of consumption." 

Massacred by Catholics. 
Pope Julius put to death 200,000 Chris

tian Protestants in seven years. 
The French Catholics massacred 100,000 

Christians in three months. 
Roman Catholic's killed fully 1,000,000 

Waldenses. 
The Jesuits destroyed 900,000 persons in 

thirty years. 
Under the Catholic Duke of Alv11 26,000 

C11tholics were executed by the hangman., 
Irish Catholics massacred 150,000 men 

women and children. 
The whole number of persons massacred 

by the p11pacy is estim11ted at fifteen mil
lions, and the estimate is a low one.-Na
·tional Protestant. 

Conceit. 
The miller im11gines that the corn grows 

only to make his mill turn.-Goethe. 
An e11gerness and zeal for dispute on every 

subject, and with every one, shows great 
self-sufficiency, that neverfailing sign of 
great self-ignorance.-Lord Chatham. 

There is more hope of a fool than of him 
that is wise in his own conceit.-Bible. 

Be not wise in your own conceit.-Bible. 
Man believe himself always greater th11n 

he is, and is esteemed less than he is worth. 
-Goethe. 

All affect11tion and display proceed from 
t.he supposition of possessing something bet
ter than the rest of the world posessses. 
Nobody is vain of possessing two legs and 

two arms; bec11use that is the precise quan
tity of either sort of limb which everybody 
possesses.-Sydney Smith. 

It is the admirer of himself, and not the 
admirer of virtue, that thinks himself su
perior to others.-Plutarch. 

"I pray thee, oh, God! that I may be 
beautiful within.-Socrates. 

In deciding questions of truth and duty, 
remember that the wrong side has a crafty 
and powerful advocate in your own heart. 

It is a sad thing to reflect, that the three 
masterpieces of three such men as Voltaire, 
Roucseau, Byron, should all be the most im
moral of their compositions.-Lord Broug
ham . 

EDuriosities of Supei·stition. 
The ancient Romans degraded a priest 

because his mitre fell, and unmade a dicta
tor because a rat squeaked. C oosar crossed 
the Rubicon because on the opposite he s11w 
a man with a fine figure. His nephew felt 
confident of winning the battle of Actium, 
because he met a peasant by the name of 
Nicolaus mounted on an ass. Wolsey was 
warned of his doom by a crazp-head. Se· 
jonus by a flight of crows. Doctor John
son objected to going under a ladder. Mon
taigne a voided giving his left foot priority 
in putting on his stockings. Alexander 
was believed to have untied the Gordian 
knot with his sword. For good luck's 
sake, Augustus wore some portion of a se11-
calf; Charlemagne some trinket of unknown 
value. Moh11mmed was all fate; Bonaparte 
111! star 11nd destiny. 

There is a belief in England that children 
will be lucky or unlucky, according to the 
days of the week on which they were born. 
There is a rhyming catalogue of these 
days. It runs thus: 

"Monday's child is fair in face; 
Tuesday's child is full of grace; 
Wednesday's child is full of woe; 
Thursday's child has far to go; 
:Friday's child is loving and giving; 
Saturday's child works hard for its living; 
And a child that is born on Christmas day 
Is fair and wise, is good and gay." 

In these rhymes no mention is made of 
Sunday-the only d11y in which the writer 
of this article has a right to take a personal 
interest from his birth. 

When the Virgin Mary became an object 
of worship-a.a queen of heaven, according 
to the belief of her votaries-the marigold 
was consecrated to her, because the pet11ls 
which surround its disk were taken to re
semble beams of glory, such as were sup
posed to radiate from her head. 

In some particularly superstitious p11rts 
of Germany, they believe that the aspen is 
the tree on which Judas hung himself; 
th11t it was as calm a tree as any until then, 
but from that hour it began to shiver, and 
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has done so ever since. And the Mexicans 
say that the rich, reddish-brown spots with 
which the French marigold is so elegantly 
mottled, are splashes of the blood of Mexi
can soldiers slain by the Spaniards. 

The learned Bacon, Luther, Pascal, Guy 
Patin, Milton, Dr. Johnson, and even 
Southey, believed in the existence of 
Ghosts, and had Pope not entertained some 
similar idea, he had not written-

H 'Tis true 'tis certain, man, though dead, retains 
Part of hi~self; the immortal remains; 
The form subsists without the body's aid, 
Aerial semblance and an empty shade." 

Excursion Notice. 
Br. J. Smith :-I have applied to the C. 

B. & Q. R. R. Co. for the same excursion 
rates we had last year; but as the company 
has lately elected new officers, I will have to 
wait some days for an answer, and I fear it 
will be too late to announce it through the 
Herald. However, I will netify you as soon 
as I receive an answer. But, if you do not 
hear from me in time, will you please an
nounce through the Herald that I have ap
plied to the company for round trip tickets, 
from Council Bluffs to Plano and return, 
good from April 4th to 15th, at $10 per 
ticket; and that those of the Saints wishing 
to attend the Conference can send me their 
names and money before the first of April ; 
and if I do not succeed in perfecting the 
arrangements, I will return the funds by 
the first of April. 

Last year the agent would not permit me 
to take tickets for any but those who were 
going to the Conference. I presume it will 
be the same this spring. Respectfully, 

J. CHARLES JENSEN. 
COUNCIL BLUFFS, March 7, 1876. 

His Charity. 
After "Uncle Daniel Drew" had subscrib

ed $200,000 towards founding a new Meth
odist College, he remarked to a friend one 
day: "Well, sir, I didn't know where the 
money was coming from. I was worried 
over it, and made it a subject of prayer. 
After fasting and praying over the matter 
for one day, I went down on Wall street, and 
in less than twenty-four hours I skinned 
these fellows out of $200,000." 

-The llniversalist has an article entitled 
"Did Women Preach?" in which the writer 
plunges deep into the history of the ha bits 
and customs of the primitive church, and 
reaches the conclusion that "Christianity as 
instituted by Christ, and organized and ad
ministered by the apostles, makes no pro
vision for.a female ministry." 

-Talent and art must go hand in hand. 
Birds rise not by means of their wing feath
ers only, but by those which guide their 
f!ig'it. 

PUBLICATIONS ISSUED AND FOR SALE 
BY THE 

Board of Publication of the Reorganized Church, 

AT THEIR PUBLISHING HOUSE 

PLANO, KENDALL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
--ototo--

True Latter Day Saints' Herald: 
A semi-monthly periodical, 32 pages, edited by JosEPII 
SMITH. This is an official organ, explanatory of the 
faith of the church, and contains correspondence fromc 
different parts of the world, giving accounts of the 
progress of the church, and setting forth the dealings 
of God with his people. 

Price $2.15 per year, half year $1.10, per quarter 55· 
cents, free of postage. 

Zion's Hope: 
A semi-monthly paper for children and Sunday Schools. 
Edited by JOSEPH SMITH. Price 60 cents per annum, 
30c. per half year, free of postage. 

Every child in Israel should be supplied with the 
HOPE. It is designed specially to qualify them for 
the great future~ in which we anticipate their per ... 
forming so important a part. 

The Messenger 
Published monthly at Salt Lake City, Utah, in them .. 
terest of the Reorganized Church. Jason W. Briggs,, 
editor. Postage free, 50 cents per year. 

Holy Scriptures : 
Inspired Translation by Joseph the Martyr. 

Dound in Roan, ...... 1 95, 
H Imitation Turkey, ........ 2 45, 

Turkey Superior Plain ... .. ..... 2 90 
In all cases when sent from the office, postage, or 

expressage, is to be added to the price. The postage 
en each booll. is twenty-eight cents. When sold at the 
office, no addition to be made. 
New Testament, inspired 65·· 

The Saints' Harp-Hymn Book: 
Bound in Roan, plain ...... 1 25. 

" Roan, gilt, gllt edges ...... 1 75 
l\Iorocco, plain, marbled edges 2 00 
:Morocco, gilt, gilt edges ...... 2 25 

Doctrine and Covenants. 
In sprinkled Sheep ....... . 
In I\Iorocco, marpled edges, 

.. ..... l 25 
.. .... ] 75 

Hesperis: 
Poems, by David H. Smith, 202 pages, fancy 

cloth, gilt edges 1 GO·· 

Book of Mormon: 
Bound in 1\Iorocco, plain, marbled edges ...... 1 50· 

Pamphlets: 
Rules of Order and Debate for all the Deliberative· 

Assmbli€s of the Church; also a chapter on Branch 
Hules and one on Reports of Branches and Districts. 
32 mo'., 128 pages, bound in limp cloth, 50 cts. 

Visions of Joseph Smith the Seer, Discoveries of An
cient American Records and Relics, with the State~ 
ment of Dr. Lederer (Converted Jew) and Others, in. 
colored covers, 43 pages, by mail 10 cents each, three 
for 25 cents, twelve for 75 cents. 
The Voice of Warning and Instruction to all People, 

74 pages, by mail 20 cents each; three for 50 cents~ 
one dozen for $2. 

Trial of the Witnesses to the Resurrection of Jesus; 
a legal argument, 30 pages, 10 cents each. 

?riaggie and Mary; or the Slanderer Exposed, 16 pages, 
10 cents. 

Concordance to Book of Covenants, 24 pages, 10 cents:. 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Ordination Certificates~. 

bound in flexible covers, 40 cents each. 
1 Thiinutes of Annual Conference, ofl873, lCc. each. 
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Tracts: 
~o.1, ~Iountain of the Lord's House, 8 pages, 20 cents 

per dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 
No. 2, Truth Made Manifest, 12 pages, 25 cents per do

zen, $1.75 per hundred. 
No. 3, Voice of the Good Shepherd, 4 pages, 8 cents 

per dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 
No. 4, Epitome of Faith and Doctrine, one page, 5 cts. 

per dozen, 30 cents per hundred. 
No. 5, The Gospel, 2 pages, 6 cents per dozen, 35 cents 

per hundred. 
No. 6, The "One Baptism;" its Mode, Subjects, Pre-Rew 

qnisites and Design; and '\Vho Shall Administer; 18 
pages, 35 cents per dozen, $2.60 per hundred. 

'No. 7, Who Then Can be Saved, 4 pages, 8 cents per 
dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 

Ko. 8, .1:!1ullness of the Atonement, 16 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $2 per hundred. 

No. 9, Spiritualism Viewed from a Scriptural Stand· 
Point, 20 pages, 40 cents per dozen, $3 per hundred. 

No. 10, The Narrow "\Vay, 8 pages, 20 cents per dozeR, 
$1.30 per hundred. 

N"o.11, '.Che Plan of Salvation, 18 pages, 35 cents per 
dozen, $2.60 per hundred. 

I-• o. hl, The Bible versus Polygamy, 14 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $1.90 per hundred. 

TS o. 14, Reply to Orson Pratt, 16 pages, 30 cents per 
dozen~ $'.Z per hundred. 

No.15, Idolatry, 4 pagEls, 8 cents per dozen, 60 cents 
per hundred. 

No.16, Polygamy: Was it an Original Tenet of the 
Church? 10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.60 per hun· 
dred. 

'No. 17, The Successor in the Prophetic Office and° Pre· 
sidency of the Church, 16 pages, 30 cents per dozen, 
$2 per hundred. 

No.18, Rejection of the Church, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 

Ko. 20, The "One Body;') or the Church of Christ under 
the Apo"stleship and under the Apostasy, 16 pages, 
30 cents per dozen, $2 per hundred. 

Ko. 21, Truths by ~L1hree tVitnesses, one page, 5 cents 
per dozen, 20 cents per hundred. 

i:;; o. 22, ]'aith and Repentance, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 

!\o. 23, Baptism, 10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.60 per 
hundred. , 

l\o. 2·1, The Kingdom of God, 4 pages, 8 cents per doz· 
en, GO cents per hundred. 

2S"o. 25, Laying on of Hands, 4 pages 1 8 cents per doz~ 
en, GO cents per hundred. 

:X o. :L6, l\Jountain of the J.,ord's House, 4 pages, 8 cents 
per dozen, GO cents per hundred~ 

No. 27, The Sabbath Question, 12 pages, 25 cents per 
dozen, $1.75 cents par hundred. 

1:\o. 28, :l'he Basis of Polygamy, a Criticism upon the 
(so called) Revelation of July 12th, 1843, 8 pages, by 
J. W. Briggs; 20 cents a dozen, $1,30 a hundred. 

A ltlemoTial to Congress, 8 pages, 20 cents per dozen, 
$1.30 per hundred. 

'Trial of the \Vitnesses to the Resurrection, 32 pages, 
8 cents each, 75 cents per dozen, $5.25 per hundred. 

Prophecy on the Rebellion} 20 cents per hundred. 

An assortment of Tracts 50 cents. 

IN GERMAN LANGUAGE. 

'i:\c. 19, Epitome of Faith and Doctrine, and Revelation 
on late Rebellion, 2 pages, 6 cts. per dozen, 35 cents 
per hundred. 

"\fhc Then Can be Saved, 4 pages, 25 cents per dozen, 
$1.40 per hundred. 

The Gospel, 2 pages, 6 cts. per dozen, 35 per hundred; 

Blank Books: 
:Branch Record's, well bound in Leather backs and cor~ 

ners, muslin sides, printed beadings, and ruled for 
312 names. Every branch •hould have one. 2 00 

Branch Records, same as above, for 624 names. 3 00 
District Records, printed headings and ruled for 1,248 

names, and bound same as above 3 00 

Licenses and Notices: 
Elder's Licenses, per hundred 
Priest's " " " 
Teacher's 
Deacon's ...... . 
Blank Notices for Lectures, per hundred 

....... 1 (}) 

....... 1 00 
•.•.•.. 1 C-0 
. ...... 1 00 

H H " Preachincr : - · 
" Two Day~' Meetings, per ifjQ ... 

50 
50 
50 

Certificates and Reports: 
Removal Certificates, per hundred 
Marriage " " " ... 
Branch Statistical Reports, per dozen 
Annual " " two for 
Branch Financial per dozen 
District " " " 

Sunday Scllool Tickets : 
Tickets for Prompt Attendance, per 1000 

" " " per 100 
Good Behavior, per 1000 . 

" '' per 100 
for 1, 2, 3, or 4 Lessons, per 1000 

" " per 100 
Reward Cards, per 100 

Miscellaneous : 

······· 1 00 
······· 1 50 

40 
15 
30 
55 

....•.. 1 0() 
15 

. ..... 1 00 
15 

....... I 00 
15 
60 

Emerson's Ready Binder, Herald size 70 
Baldwin's Ancient America ........ 2 25 
Envelopes with Herald Office address printed ou, 

per pack, 20 
Rollin's Ancient History, 2 vols. •M•·· ·····-· 6 3H 
Cruden's Concordance of the Bible, cloth .. 1 85 

" "' H " leather .. 2 OG 
The Koran ·---· ........ 3 15 
Brown's Concordance of the Bible,.. 60 
The Bible Text Book, .. . ...... 1 on 
Apocryphal New 'l'estament ........ 1 65 
Sheet JHusic, No. 1, Safe in the Fold, per dozen 10 

" " " 2, Feed my Lambs " " 111 
" 3, Soug of a Cheerful Spirit H 10 
" 4, HarTest Chorus " 10 

~Look Here.-Thesmall colored label with 
~ your name printed on, shows the date to 
which your subscription is pttid, ].5.\far'd5 means 
that your Herald subscription will run out on the 15th 
day of March 1876. Renew subscription in time. 

NOTICE. 
When changing your place of residence, or desiring 

your paper sent to a. different post-office, be particular 
in giving, in full, the name of the post-office, county~ 
and state where you had been last receiving it, and 
distinctly st.ate the name of the post-office, county and 
state to which you wish your paper sent in the futureo 
If your paper has been going in a package, state 

whose. 
. ·when mailing a letter, whether ~n a railroad car, on 
a steamboat, or \Yhile visiting at a friend's, in every 
instance give your own address where you are taking 
your pape1". 

ytrhen taking subscriptions for HERALD and HoPE. be 
particular in giving the correct address of the" new 
subscribei·." 

If your paper has been discontinned, state where 
you have last been taking it, and the time it was stop 
ped. 

THE TRUE LATTER DAY SAINTS' HERALn is published 
BEMI·MONTHLY, at Plano, Kendall Co., Illinois, by tho 
Board of Publication of the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and is edited by 
JOSY.PH SMITH. Two DOLLARS per year. 

All remittances, orders, and business C!)mmnnica .. 
tiona intended for the office of publication, must ba 
directed to Joseph Smith, Box 50, Plano, Kendall Cb., 
lllino·is. All sums over Five Dollars should be seBt by 
Draft on Chicago, Post Office Order on Plano, by regia· 
tered letter, or by Express. Remittances sent in any 
other manner will be at the riek of the sender4 
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LATTER DAi SAINTS' HERALD. 
"HEAltKEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, FOR THERE: SHALL NOT ANY MAN AMONG YOU HAVB SAVJI llf BB 

ONll WIFJ<; AND CONCUBINllS HE SHALL RAVJll NONB."...,-Book of M"'""'®. 
"WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN AUTHORITY, THJI PEOPLJI UJOIOB; !JUT WHEN !l'Hll WIOXJID BEA.RETH 

RUl.Jll, THE PEOPL'B MOURN."-.Prov. 29: 2. 

Vol. 23. PLANO, ILL., APRIL 1, 1876. No. 7. 

Pre-Existence and TJt·~:uunui
;;;-ratiou. 

Dear Herald:-The exhumation and 
promulgation of a folssilized and long 
since exploded sectarian dogma. under 
the above caption, in numbers 12, 13, 
and 14 of The Messenger, have caused 
no little surprise and comment among 
the "old t,ime Saints;" and the declaration 
of such views, coming as it does, from 
one of the pillars of the Church,( claiming 
possession of the gift of revelation as 
instanced in that little publication), it is 
entitled to grave consideration by all Lat
ter Day Saints; and . the acceptance or 
rejection by them of the peculiar and· 
anti·mormon views is a duty devolving 
upon each and every one. 

In fact, in this age of sophistry and 
ever changing theories, it l:iecomes us to 
weigh well and consider every attempt 
to overthrow established principles and 
doctrines of our holy religion; and where 
the revelations of the Church are clear 
and explicit upon them, let the revela
tion be true, though all men should be 
liars. 

A conscious, intelligent pre-existence 
Qf the human family has ever been ac. 
cepted among the Saints as one of the 
invulnerable foundation stones of the 
Church fabric, since the restoration of 
tJ:e gospel in these latter days. It was 
taught.first by our lamented prophet and 
martyr Joseph Smith; and, carried to the 
nations by his coadjutors, it received 
the same confirmation by the spirit as 
baptism and the laying on of hands did; 
and, in common with these doctrines 
which were also regarded by the relig
ious world in that day as new, strange 

TI-'ho!e No. 343. 

and "absurd,'' it met with the devoted 
and unceasing opposition of bigots and 
fanatics, except in the case of the Son of 
God whose pre-existence they conceded. 
But, like the diamond washed by the ev
er rippling brook, it shone brighter, 
clearer and more beautiful when brought 
in contact with the imbecile notions of 
a continued creation of man, spiritually, 
subsequent to the divine declaration 
that ''in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in thern 
is." 

J. W. B.'s objections seem to arise 
from a realizing sense that the affirma
tion of pre-existence carried with it a host 
of bugbears such as Polygamy, Plurality 
of Gods, &c.; and he solicits "any be
liever in the pre-existenc~ of man*** to 
point to any authority, oral or written, 
teaching it, that does not associate these 
doctrines with it," and asserts that "it 
was.first taught among Latter Day Saints 
to smoothe the w°'y for Polygam,y, and for 
becoming gods." Now when we realize 
the fact that the prophet, Joseph Smith 
as early as JB'3'0, both revealed and 
taught it thtough various publicat~s of 
the Church, ia plain, positive and unmis
takable language, as per quotations here
unto appended, we discover that J. W. 
B. places the responsibility of Polygamy 
with all its attendant evils in Utah, up-

. on him, he being the first to teach pre
existence as a doctrine of the Church. 
Moreover, as the latter doctrine is de. 
clared to be the stepping stone to Polya
amy, it having been taught as the for~
runner of that principle, and as the 
present condition of the church in Utah 
is due to the practice of Polygamy, it 
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follows as a natural deduction that the 
prophet and martyr is wholly responsi
ble for the .causes which have sapped the 
divine life and essence of Utah religion, 
and left that church a cold, heartless, 
corrupt corporation whose chief end 
seems to be the enriching of a favored 
few at the expense of the many. But 
this would prove too much, more than 
J. W. B. would be willing to admit, I 
presume. 

He finds himself in a further quan
dary should he accept the theory of 
man's pre-existence. He says, "If pre
existence * * be admitted, transmigra
tion, as germain to it, .must also be ad
mitted, both being equally possible and 
probable;" also that "perhaps the most 
palpable refutation of the theory of pre
existence is the transmigration notion 
which it involves," and not having at
tained the comprehension of the one, he 
rejects the other, and thus falls into the 
same error which characterizes other 
professing christians who reject the gifts 
and operations of the spirit, and promis. 
es to believers; because to admit them 
would involve the admission also of mod
ern prophets and revelation, and thus 
precipitate ruin to their craft and pro-
fession. · 

If any revealed principle of the church 
should, according to our individual con
struction of the language employed, in·· 
volve the acceptance of any spiritual 
"gallinipper" and "bedbug" theory, or 
other absurd notion, according to our 
preconceived ideas of truth, would it not 
be wiser to lay the matter "on the shelf" 
until our understandings shall become 
sufficiently enlightened to grasp the 
whole truth, rather than reject any por
tion thereof because we cannot compre
hend the whole? "The things of God 
are discerned by the spirit of God;" 
hence, if we attempt to reconcile them 
by the wisdom and sophistry of this 
world, we are in danger of rejecting 
truth, and teaching false doctrines to the 
injury of the church and the satisfaction 
of its opponents, who are ever seeking 
advantages against her. 

Inasmuch as the arguments of J. W. 
B. have so fully and completely been re-

futed by the artfole from the pen of W. 
W. B. entitled "Mormonism Reviewed,"' 
on pages 7 44 and 7 45 of the Herald, I 
will no~. trespass upon your valuable· 
space further than to append a few quo
tations from the revelations of the 
church, and place them in comparison' 
with some of the declarations contained· 
in the Jl;fassenger, so that those of the· 
Saints who may be wavering on this im
portant doctrine may have no difficulty 
in choosing between truth· and error: 

J. W. B.-" There is doubtless a sort 
of pre-existence; that is, the elements or 
essences of all things are supposed to be 
eternal; hence, existed prior to its pres
ent form, or creation, and this will ap
ply to mari and every other creature, or 
created thing. Then the spirit returned' 
in the same manner 'as it was;' that is, 
its elementary state, like the elements of 
the body, unorganized, unindividualized, 
not personal; or as such, conscious, and 
of course not on probation, nor responsi- · 
ble. 'Man is spirit,' not a spirit~". 

REVELATION. - "And I, the Lord· 
God, spake unto Moses, saying, that sa-

. tan whom thou hast commanded in the 
name of mine Only Begotten, is the same· 
which was from the beginning, and he
came before me, saying, Behold me; · 
send me, I will be thy son, and I will re
deem all mankind, that one soul shall 
not be lost, and surely I will do it:· 
wherefore, give me thine honor. But, 
behold my Beloved Son, which was my 
Beloved and Chosen from the beginning,. 
said unto me: Father, thy will be done, 
and the glory be thine forever. Where
fore, because that satan rebelled against 
me, and sought to destroy the agency of 
man, which I, the Lord God, had given 
him, * * * I caused that he should be 
cast down, and he became satan."-Ex
tract from the words of God which he 
spake unto Moses at the time Moses was. 
caught up into ,an exceeding high moun
tain; revealed to Joseph Smith, June 
1830. "And I, the Lord God, had cre
ated all the children of men; and not. 
yet a man to till the. ground, for in heav
en created I them." Ibid. "Now the· 
Lord had shown unto me Abraham, the: 
intelligences that were organized before· 
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the world was; and among all these 
th'Bre were many of the noble and great 
ooos; and God saw these souls that they 
were good, and he stood in the midst of 
them, and he said, These will I make my 
rulers; for he stood among those that 
were spirits, and he saw that they were 
good; and he said un.to me, Abraham 
thou art one of them, thou wast chosen 
before thou wast born."-Book of Abra
ham, traµslated from Papyrus, by J OS· 

eph Smith. 
J. W. B.-"And when man was form

ed, it was out of pre-existing persons? 
No; but pre-existing elements. The 
body formed out of the dust of the 
ground, and the spirit formed within 
him,-the body, and not out of it, nor 
before it, but in it." 

REVELATION.-" And the Gods form
ed man from the dust of the ground, and 
took his spirit, (that is, the man's spir
it), and put it into him, and breathed 
into his nostrials the breath of life, and 
man became a living soul." Ibid. 

J. W. B.-But did not Christ pre-ex
ist? is asked with the assurance that an 
answer in the affirmative will concede 
the pre-existence of man, also. But we 
learn that his pre-existence was in the 
character of the 'word' with God-the 
word of promise." 

REVELATION.-"And I have a work 
for thee, Moses, my son; and thou art 
in the simlitude of mine Only Begotten; 
and mine Only Begotten is and shall be 
the Savior, for he is full of grace and 
truth * * * I am the beginning and the 
end, the Almighty God; by mine Only 
Begotten I created these things * * * 
And I, God, said unto mine Only Begot
ten which was with me from the begin
ning let us make man in our own image, 
after our likeness; and it was so. * 
* * And I, the Lord God, said unto 
mine Only Begotten, that it was not 
good that the man should be alone; 
wherefore, I will make a help meet for 
him." -Words of God to Moses; reveal
ed to Joseph Smith, June, 1830. 

J. W. B.-" Next to his existence as 
'the word with God,' he is revealed in 
advance, as the 'seed of the woman'-a 
promise still. Thus Christ's pre-exist-

ence was in the character of this word, 
-word of promise with God. A part 
of the design of God, but until man was 
created and sinned, unrevealed in his own 
bosom. That design included man as 
the subject of the word of promise, and 

. both pre-existed with God just as the 
ideal structure exists in the bosom of 
the architect, before he strikes a blow 
toward the actual building. The. pre
existence of Christ, as the Son of God, 
in any other sense, would certainly imply 
an 'eternal Son of God," as John Calvin 
affirmed; which is an absurdity." 

REvELATION.-"And now I, Nephi, 
write more of the words of Isaiah, for my 
soul delighteth in his words. For I will 
liken his wo:rds unto my people, and I 
will send them forth unto all my child
ren, for he verily saw my Redeemer, 
even as I have seen him. And my 
brother Jacob also has seen him as I 
have seen him. * * * And my soul 
delighteth in proving unto my people, 
that save Christ should come, all men 
must perish. For if there be no Christ, 
there be no God; and if there be no 
God, we are not, for there could have 
been no creation."-2 Nephi 8 : 2. 
"ll'or beholl;l, the time cometh, and is 
not far distant, that with power, the 
Lord Omnipotent who reigneth, who 
was and is from all eternity to all eter· 
nity, shall come down from heaven, 
among the children of' men, and shall 
dwell in a tabernacle of clay."-1\fosiah 
1: 13, Book of Mormon. "And it came 
to pass that he cried mightily unto the 
Lord, all the day; and behold, the voice 
of the Lord came unto him saying, Lift 
up your head and be of good cheer, for 
behold, the time is at hand, and on this 
night shall the sign be given, and on the 
morrow come I into the world to show 
unto the world that I will fulfill all that 
which I have caused to be spoken by 
the mouth of my holy prophets. Be
hold, I come unto my own, to fulfill all 
thingR which I have made known unto 
the children of men from the foundation 
of the world."-Nephi 1 : 3, Book of 
Mormon. "And never have I showed 
myself unto man whom I created, for 
never has man believed in me as thou 
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hast. Seest thou that ye are created 
after mine own image? Yea, even all 
men were created in the beginning, after 
mine own image. Behold, this body, 
which ye now behold, is the body of my 
spirit; and man have I created after the 
body of my spirit; and even as I appear 
unto thee to be in the spirit, will I ap
pear unto my people in the flesh." -Eth
er 1 : 8, Book of Mormon. 

· Trusting that what I have written may 
prove of some benefit to the honest in 
heart, I subscribe myself a lover of truth, 

HOLLISTER, Cal., Feb.14, 1876, J. R. E. 

Meekness. 
What is meekness? It is not the re

pudiation of self-defence. Everything 
that is made has a right to exist and act 
in the sphere in which it is created, or 
God would not have made it; and if any
thing trespasses upon it, its birth right, 
it is justified in defending itself. 

We are commanded to humble our
selves under the hand of God, and to 
man as the gospel requires; but it would 
be strange indeed if man who is lord 
of the soil, and plant, an~ animals, were 
left without a means of defence. 

Plants are gifted with various weap
ons of defence; soµre bristle with thorns, 
pricks and poisons; others exude disa
greeable odors which serve to protect 
them. To animals are granted still more 
diversified weapons of .defence. The 
cuttlefish can make the sea like ink 
about it, and escape in the confusion in 
which it has enveloped its pursuer. The 
electric eel discharges its battery into 
its foe and knocks it down. There 
are a number of animals which defend 
themselves by horns, hoofs, taloons, beak 
and jaw. Some creatures sting with 
their tails, such as scorpions; and others 
pierce with their fangs, as serpents. 
Would it not be strange then, if man 
was not permitted to use his means of 
defence. 

Neither is meekness a mental incapac
ity to discern injuries. A man who can
not do that is not meek, but stupid. 
Nor is me.ekness a natural mildness 
which is incapable of being provoked. 

There are some people whom you can 

not ruflle; they are like putty; indent 
them, and they stay indented. Such 
people are not meek in the true sense of 
the term; in fact, unless they can be 
stirred up they.are incapable of meek
ness. The more natural fierceness a 
man has the more capable he is of meek
ness; and he upon whom anybody can 
make a mark is not meek. Neither are 
those meek who are restrained from re
sentment for self-interest; they are cow
ards. 

The first element in meekness is docil
ty; a willingness to learn, a willingness 
to go through the labor and drudgery of 
learning. The indocile man must ever 
be ignorant. Ignorance can never be 
the road to meekness, for meekness is to 
inherit the earth. No man can be meek 
without first being teachable. His mind, 
heart, and will, must be open to learn 
from nature and scripture, and from any 
man, woman, child, or thing that has 
anything valuable to impart. 

The secoi+d element is self-restraint 
toward God and man. The meek soul 
has learned in the school of Christ; it 
accepts the truth that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, 
and therefore disciplines itself to patience 
under trial. It lifts its face to heaven 
and says, "Thy will be done, 0 God. 
Thou doest nothing carelessly. It is 
well. Help me to endure uncomplain
ingly to the end." It thus restrains it
self toward God. 

Meekness educates man up to a God
like standard. It stores up strength in 
the soul; for meekness is not a negative 
qq.ality. It is not weakness; they who 
give way are the weak; they who re
strain themselves are the strong. 

But how are the meek men going to 
inherit the earth? I answer, they are 
the-men who have conquered themselves, 
and who in that achievement have ren
dered their strength effective, and are 
therefore the fittest agents for this work. 
0 how docile, how simple, how humble 
a man must become to understand na
ture; and how resolutely he must re
strain all impatience, if he would be tru
ly meek-a master in the realm. 

JORDAN B. CHUTE. 
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[Continued from page 175.) 

"Mornu1>11.is1n" Bevie'l.ved, 
O. Cowdery, who became an attorney 

of pronounced ability, always bore an 
undeviating testim'ony of the Book of 
Mormon till the cold waves of death 
swept him from the shores of time to the 
world of spirits. And he, after years of 
reflection and profound thought upon the 
matter, never mar.red his testimony by 
such quibbles as are presented in the 
criticisms of Mr. S. 

:Martin Harris, now passed within the 
vail, whose years reached more than 
fourscore and ten, reaffirmed his testi
mony, time after time, for all these forty
five years, and would have scorned the 
thought of explainillg it after the man
ner of 1\:Ir. S. 

David Whitmer, now aged over sev
enty years, a man who, by his upright 
life commands the respect and esteem of 
all who know him; a man of high intel
lectual attainments, as noticed in the 
former part of our article, he, too, un
flinchingly and unqualifiedly, maintains 
his former testimony concerning the 
Book of Mormon. He would despise 
the thought of his testimony being 
based upon such grounds as are assumed 
by Mr. S., or of explaining away its point 
and force, as Mr. S. has sought to do. 

Joseph, in his History of the Church, 
gives an account of the manner in which 
the three witnesses obtained the evi
dences upon which their special test,i
mony is based. He says : 

rotation, but with the same result as before. 
Upon ~his, our second failure, Martin Harris 
proposed that he should withdraw himself 
from us, believing, as he expressed himself, 
that his presence was the cause of our not 
obtaining what we wished for; he accord
ingly withdrew from us, and we knelt down 
again, and had not been many minutes 
engaged in prayer, when presently we be
held a light above us in the air, of exceed
ing brightness : and behold, an angel stood 
before us ; in his hands he held the plates 
which we had been praying for these to have 
a view of; he turned over the leaves one by 
one, so that we could see them, and discover 
the engravings thereon distinctly. He then 
addressed himself to David Whitmer, and 
said, •David, blessed is the Lord and he 
that keeps his commandments.' When, iil,l
mediately afterwards, we heard a voice 
from out of the bright light above us, say
ing, •These plates have been revealed by the 
power of God, and they have been trans
lated by the power of God. The translation 
of them which you have seen is correct, and 
I command you to bear record of what you 
now see and hear.' I now left David and 
Oliver, and went in pursuit of Martin Har
ris, whom I found at a considerable distance, 
fervently engaged in prayer. He soon told 
me however, that he had :not yet prevailed 
with· the Lord, and earneatly requested me 
to join him in prayer, that he also might re
alize the same blessings which we had just 
received. We accordingly joined i:n prayer, 
and ultimately obtained our deoires, for be
fore we had yet finished, the sarue vision was 
opened to our view, at least it was again to 
me, and I once more beheld and heard the 
same things, whilst at the same moment, 
Martin Harris cried out, apparently in ec
stacy of joy, ''Tis enough; mine eyes have 
beheld,' and jumping up, he shouted •Ho
sannah,' blessing God, and otherwise re
joiced exceedingly. 

"Having thus, through the mercy of God, 
obtained these manifestatior" it now re
mained for these three indivit!ulas to fulfill 
the commandment which they had received, 
viz., to bear record of these things; in order 
to .accomplish which, they drew up and de
scribed [subscribed] the following docu
ment." 

"Not many days after the above com
mandment [D. C. 15] was given, we four, 
viz., :Martin Harris, David Whitmer, Oliver 
Cowdery, and myself, agreed to retire into 
the woods, and try to obtain, by fervent and 
humble prayer, the fulfillment of the promise 
given in the revelation-that they should 
have a view of the plates, &c.. We accord
ingly· made choice of a piece of woods con
venient to Mr. Whitmer's house, to which Here follows the testimony of the 
we retired, and having knelt down, we be- three witnesses as found on the first 
gan to pray in much faith to Almighty God leaves of the Book of :Mormon. It will 
to bestow upon us a realization of these h ' h h 

be observed that "t ey' (t e "t ree promises. According to previous arrange- -
ments I commenced by vocal prayer to our witnesses") "drew up and described [suh
heavenly Father, and was followed by each scribed] the followingdocument''-their 
of the rest in succession. We did not, how- testimony. 
eve:r, .o~tain any a_nswer or manifestation ?f To the question "Did you go to Ifog-
the d1vm0 favor m our behalf. We agam d l '· 11-< • ?" 
observed the same order of prayer, each Ian to .ecture agarnst m_orm~ms,m. -
calling on and praying fervently to God in i a question propounded by l'.:ir. :H. B. 
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Emerson, of New Richmond, 0., in 1870, 
Martin Harris replied : 

"l answer emphatically, No, I did not; 
no man ever heard me in any way deny the 
Book of Mormon, the administration of the 
angel that showed me the plates; nor the 
org>tnization of the Church-of Jesus Christ 
of Lat.ter D2.y Saints, under the administra
tion of Joseph Smith, Jr., the prophet, whom 
the Lord raised up for that purpose in these 
latter days, that he might show forth his 
power and glory. The Lord has shown me 
these things by his Spirit, by the adminis
tration of holy ange)s, and confirmed the 
same with signs following, step by step, as 
the work has progressed, for the space of 
fifty· three years." 
• He further said: 

"I do say that the angel did show to me 
the plates containing the Book of Mormon. 
Further, the transtation that I carried to 
Prof. Anthon was copied from those plates." 
"I do firmly believe and do know that Jo
seph Smith was a prophet of God."-Ilei·
ald, vol. 22, p. 630. 

Before us is a letter just received, 
written by Elder Charles nerry, who for 
many years was an active minister in 
the Church in England; and this lette,r 
contains important information as to the 
attitude of Martin Harris toward. the 
Book of Morman, when he .wa~ le.ctur
ing in England against the evils of.Brig
hamism. It reads: 

"In the Herald of Oct . .15th, I find a com
munication from Ma:rtin Harris, one of the 
ihree witnesses io the Book of ·Mormon, in 
which he declftres that he did not go to Eng
land to lecture against Mormonism. That 
declaration is true; but it may be interest
ing to know what he went thei·e for. Not 
having a JJ.fillenial Star by me of that date, 
I cannot tell exactly the time, but think it 
was in 1846. My first wife, (then Anna 
Stokes), told me that. she saw him in Bir
mingham, in the Saint's Meeting House. He 
had gone there from this land to oppose the 
pretentious of Brigham Yourig and the 
Twelve, who were then laying the founda
tions for polygamy and the Brighamite 
rule. A young man of her acquaintance, in 
the presence of the assembly, presented to 
him his testimony with his name in con
nection with the other two witnesses names, 
and asked him if that was his name. Mar
tin replied, •It is.' •Did you put your 
name to that testimony ?' Martin answered, 
•I did; and that Book of Mormon is the 
.Book of God. I know more about that 
book than any man living.'" 

It sl10uld be borne in mind that these 
three witnesses withdrew from active 

fellowship in the Church as early as 
1838; but not for want of faith in the 
Book of Mormon, or in the prophetic 
mission of Joseph. Some, if not all of 
them, thought the Church was swerving 
from the right, and was tending-to apos
tasy. And it is probable that personal 
grievances and,, personal interests had 
much to do with them in shaping_their 
course toward the tlhurch. But amid 
all their trials and affiictions, and though 
separated in their associations from the 
Church, and having many strong in
ducements to abandon their former faith 
in Mormonism, they nevertheless have 
steadfastly maintained, with cheerful and 
earnest zeal, and with a loving hope in 
God, their marvelous and highly im
portant testimony. If they had remained 
in full and active fellowship .with t~e 
Church and in the ministry, it might 
have been argued that all their interests 
and surrounding influences were of such 
a character as to forbid their turning 
from, or retracting their testimony. But 
these reasons cannot now be assigned for 
their steadfastness. There ·were many 
causes to prompt them to deny the work, 
and many surroundings well calculated: 
to d'raw them away from the faith; .but 
their love of God and his truth, their · 
sincerity of heart, their honesty of pur
pose, and their exceeding great knowl
edge by the ministry of angels, by the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, by the voice of 
the Lord, and by the many wonderful 
dealings of God within their observation 
and experience, all united to render it 
morally impossible for them to recant 
and turn away. 

Joseph, Oliver and Martin-their 
united testimony lives to-day, though 
they have passed away to that God who 
gave them being. They were competent 
and credible witnesses; and their joint 
testimony is now in force. And David 
Whitmer, spared of· God for some wise 
and important end we trust, is still a 
witness for God, and for His strange 
and marvelous work. Men of intelli
gence, men of integrity, fearless and un
flinching men, their testimony and their 
memory will live and be honored, when 
their defamers and traducers will have 
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gone down in oblivion, or remembered 
only with pity and with shame. 

We cannot better close this article 
than by offerine; a few thoughts as to 
the prophetic mission of Joseph Smith, 
and the divinity of the Book of lVIormon 
which he translated. 

Joseph Smith, in his religious effort, 
did not introduce "another gospel," nor 
"preach another Christ;" but he simply 
preached "him of whom Moses in the 
law, and the prophets did write, Jesus 
of Na,zareth ;" and, under God, he re
stored the very gospel taught by the 
Saints of the first century after Christ, 
in fullfilment of Rev. 14: 6, 7. He or
ganized the church after the primitive 
pattern, and set in order. the ordinances, 
rites, and ceremonies, as they were in 
the apostolic age. He proclaimed the 
same gifts of the Holy Ghost as were 
promi~ed by Joel, 2 : 28, 29 ; by the 
Lord Jesus, Mark 16: 17, 18, John 14: 
26; 15: 26; 16: 7, 8, 9, 10, 11; by 
Peter, Acts 2 : 38, 39, and Paul, I. Cor. 

' 12 : 1-31; 14 : 1-40, etc. He prophe
sied of men within and without the 
Church; of events that pertained to the 
Church in blessing and in cursing; of 
events to transpire in our own nation 
and among the nations of the earth-of 
wars, famines, pestilences, plagues, earth
quakes, tempests, destruetions and des
olations; and of the waves of the sea 
heaving themselves beyond their bounds; 
of the rapid increase of pride, of spiritual 
iniquity, and of all kinds of crime and 
wrong doing. He prophesied or "great 
changes in the times and in the seasons;" 
and of the great incoming of satanic 
power, and the rapid spread and general 
prevalence of demon-spirit power among 
the nations. He prophesied of the 
''temptations and great tribulation" and 
apostasy of the Twelve; and of B. 
Young, that "if he got the lead of the 
Church he would lead them to hell." 
He prophesied of the rebelli@ln of the 
Southern States, of . their calling on 
other nations for aid in defence, of the 
slaves being "marshalled and disciplined 
for war,'' and of the Indians becoming 
exceeding angry, of their marshaling 
themselves and vexing the Gentiles with 

a sol'e vexation; and of the wars termin~ 
ating "in the death and misery of many 
souls." He also prophesied of his own 
death, of the manner of it, and about the 
time it would occur, with many other 
things we have not time nor space to 
mention. 

He translated, between September 22, 
1827, and July, 1829, a period of nearly 
two years, the Book of Mormon, which 
abounds in historical statements relative 
to the two great and enlightened nations 
which once possessed North, and South 
and Central America, and which speaks 
of their civilizations and industries, and 
of the locality of the great centres of 
their skilled and cultivated populations; 
and these things, highly improb'1ble 
when the young seer. gave the Book of 
Mormon to the world, are now, for the 
last fifty years, being confirmed by the 
scientific traveler, the explorer and the 
antiquarian. 

This same book abounds with proph
ecies touching Jew and Gentile, church
es and nations, priests and people ;--of 
Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Latter 
Day Saints-of their corruptions, their 
.evils and their fate. It speaks of the 
rapid and favorable changes tha:; would 
take place with the physical condition of 
the land of Judea soon after the coming 
forth of the Book of Mormon-that the 
law which was given by the oath of God 
to Abraham and to his seed forever, 
should be "turned into a fruitful field." 
It speaks of the rapid downfall of "the 
mother of harlots" soon after tl>,e com
ing forth of "the book," an eve:,r which 
has been transpiring in a striking man
ner since August 18th, 1870. It speaks 
also of the work of the Lord beginning 
at that time for the restoration of the 
literal seed of Israel to their own lands 
of promise, and of the favor and honor 
which the seed of Israel should receive 
at the hands of the Gentiles. It speaks 
of the fact that the ancient civilizations 
of America were built up by two sep
erate and distinct peoples, one succeed
ing the other in dominion-a matter 
largely agitated by antiquarians and 
travelers of late, and now generally ad
mitted-nations differing widely in their 
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language and their architecture. It tells 
of the marvelous wealth of the land in gold 
and silver and all manner of mineral pro
ducts, a matter of which little compara
tively was known till long since the 
coming forth of the book. Its moral 
teachings and influence are unsurpassed 
in purity, while its doctrines, plainly 
expressed, and embraced in simple forms 
of speech, are the doctrines of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

Besides translating the Book of Mor
mon, Mr. Smith revised, corrected, and 
translated the Old and New Testaments 
-or portions of them-restoring much 
that had been lost from the text, and 
removing from the text many Lhings of 
a' hurt.fol tendency which had been 
added by uninspired men. In this trans
lation, in the first eleven chapters, is 
furnfahed the easy answer to the ques
tion now agitating ~he enlightened world, 
as to why, among all the leading ancient 
nations, and many of the Pagan nations 
of to-day, (among them the ancient Mex
icans and Peruvians), we find nearly all 
the leading religious ideas of the Old 
and New Testaments, though in a muti
lated and corrupted form. It informs 
us that the creation, the fall of man, the 
scheme of redemption in all its details, 
the punishment of the wicked, the re
wards of the righteous, arld the glory of 
the redeemed, were all revealed and 
taught to man from Adam down to Noah, 
and from Noah to his posterity, thus 
reaching down to the tower of Babel and 
the confusion of languages. 1lV e can 
readily see, on reflection, how natural, 
how easy and certain, that these wonder
ful and important ideas should flow out 
with all the streams of immigration from 
the Tower, to all parts of the world, and 
be perpetuated under variously corrupt
ed forms as they have existed in the 
past, and as they exist to-day. And 
with this view of the matter, as furnish
ed us by the Inspired Translation, (as 
also by the Book of Mormon and the 
revelations of Joseph), we can see why 
it is that Jesus Christ our Lord was, and 
is, and is to be, "the Desire of all na
tions." (Hag. 2 : 7). Every movement 
of the wheels of time-every important 

change among the nations or among re
ligionists, every discovery in the heavens 
above or in the earth beneath, every 
hidden thing uncovered and every secret 
thing revealed; the revelations and mir
acle-wonders of "the spirits of devils," 
the revelations and testimony of God's 
Spirit to man, all bear witness, directly 
or remoMly, to the great and cheering 
fact that God has spoken from the 
heavens in these latter days, and caused 
his "truth to spring out of the earth;'', 
and that he called and inspired Joseph 
Smith as his prophet, seer, revelator and 
translator, whom he honored in the 
founding and building up of his church 
and kingdom, preparatory to the glorious 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the ushering fo of the age of millennial 
glory. And to these facts tens of thou
sands of willing and rejoicing hearts in 
this dispensation can bear truthful tes
timony. Joseph Smith was a prophet 
of God, and every effort to disprove that 
fact only makes it the more apparent. 

W.W. B. 

[From Plano :Mirror.] 

Papai Infallibility. 
When the Pope, Pio Nino, issued his 

call for the famous Vatican Council of 
A. D. 1870, the question arose with me 
simultaneously, how the Council could 
decide either of the two main questions: 
the immaculate conception, or the infalli
bility of his Holiness; which were to be 
presented for its consideration, and au
thoritative decision-for authoritative it 
must be, or be nothing more or less than 
"a mountain labor, to bring forth a 
mouse.'' Did the members that com
posed that Council know before they 
convened, that the pope was infallible ? 
Or, did they ascertain in "Council con
vened,'' that he was infallible? And if, 
in "Council convened,'' what was the 
process by which, or the theological alem
bic by t'!fe use of which, the fact of the pa
pal infallibility was elaborated? Or was 
infallibility a logical result of successor
ship to St. Peter? But where is the 
evidence that the pope is in any just 
sense the successor of Peter? Can we 
find that evidence in analogy? 

Peter said of himself, "I am a sinful 
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man.'' How does this confession corres- and emperors-claims authority over all 
Rond with infallibility? Paul says Peter ecclesiastics and ecclesiastical bodies
"was to be blamed," and so he "withstood claims authority over potentates and 
him to the face." Gal. 2: 11. Did Paul kingdoms-claims "rnultum pecunia,'' i. 
claim infallibility ? Peter preached with e., much money-claims that all chris
such power that thousands (smitten tendom and all heathendom belong to 
with a consciousness of guilt) cried out him-claims that all consciences are, or 
to know what they should do. Acts, 2: should be, in his keeping; in fine, claims 
37., that, so far as things moral, sacerdotal, 

Did any pope ever prove his genuine sacramental or governmental are con
successorship to Peter by such preaching cerned, no man shall "lift hand or foot" 
and such results? Peter had a wife : on this terrestrial ball without him, and 
Matt. 8: 14; but the Pope has no wife never preaches the gospel after the fash
-teaches that it is wrong for pope or ion of Peter, or feeds the flock of God 
priest to have a wife, and anathematizes afterthe fashion of Peter, at all. Now, 
and 'excommunicates priests who have in this portrait here drawn, who can see 
them, unless they divorce them. Is the I any likeness to Christ, whose vicar the 
Pope the successor of Peter in this mat- Pope claims to be-any likeness to Christ, 
ter? · Again, Peter did not have salary whose "kingdom was not of this world;" 
enough (to say nothing of the tens of or any likeness to St. Peter, whose suc
thousands of dollarsof Peterpence, which cessor he claims to be? And if no like
the Pope annually receives) to pay his ness to either in any essential particular, 
taxes with, andsoJesus kindly wrought how can he (the Pope) be the vicar of 
a miracle for that purpose, thus showing the one, or the successor of the other? 
that God "'withholds no good from them So much for analogy in this important 
that walk uprightly." Psa. 84: 11. mil.tter, and all that adverse to papal 
\Ve sometimes learn from Catholic claims. I1et us now attend to the 
sources that the Pope receives hundreds! analogy, or rather want of analogy, so 
of thousands of dollars in a year, from obvious in relation to the so called Apos
those who believe in him, and crave his tolic benedictions of the Pope, and the 
apostolic benediction; but seldom or real benedictions of the apostle Peter. 
never hear of his refusing the money, or '['he Pope is very profuse in the bestow
any part of it; but we never heard that ment of his benedictions upon all the 
money was offered to Peter but once; faithful adherents of the papacy. Those 
and that he declined to receive. Is the adherents may be perjured sovereigns
Pope the genuine successor of Peter in I' high-handed oppressors of their subjects 
this matter? Again, Peter was a trav- -profligates, whoremongers, or harlots 
eling preacher: carrying the gospel into -no matter what-if faithful to him; 
moral destitutions-a genuine itinerant the order of three hundred years :igo (if 
m~ssionary of the cross, pay or no pay. practicable) being unchanged-to par
Peter had one rule for himself and his don sinners, and punish saints. 
brother ministers: The benedictions of the Pope am 

"Feed the flock of God which is among cheap, ·i. e., cost him only a little breath; 
you, taking the oversight thereof, not by and are as useless as cheap. "Be ye 
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy d .1 :fi'l d " · - l' f 
lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as being warme anv .I e ' 18 the tota,ity o 
lol'ds over God's heritage, but being ensam: them. 
pfos to the flock."-1 Pet. 5: 2, 3. But how of l'eter's benedictions? 

Do we clearly see the image and sup- "Silver and gold have I none; but such 
erscriptionofthe Pope in this requisition? as I have, give I thee: In the name of 
On the contrary, the Pope occupies a Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and 
costly residence, or palace-claims tern.. walk."-Acts, 4: 3. "And he, leaping 
poral possessions, after the fashions of an up, stood, and walked, and entered with 
earthly potentate-claims earthly hom- them into the temple, walking, and leap
age-the homage even of princes, kings ing, and p:raising God." No longer"a 
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poor, helpless cripple, he can now praise 
Gd, and take care of himself. Now Jet Anneric~u!l C:h1nch Statistscs. 
the Pope show that. he is the real sue- These American Church statistics were 
cesso_r of Peter, by conferring such a rece~tly presented by Professor J. Lewis 
blessmg upon one ,,aly, of all the miser- Demian,, ~ho fills the chair of History 
~ble cripples (and their name is legion and _Pol;tical Economy in Brown Uni
m Rome not only, but throughout his vers1ty, m a lecture before the Rhode Is
world-wide parish), and we will think land Historical Society, at Providence: 
better of him than we do now. Even "In contrasting American Christian
the shadow of Peter was considered all. ity a century ago and now, we can not 
su:ffident to heal the sick upon whom it but be struck with its enormous strength 
fell; and all sick folks, and them which and growth. In 1777 the number of 
were vexe.d with unclean spirits, though churches was less than 950 j by the cen
brought lil multitudes to him "were SUS of 1870 the number was 72,000. 
healed, every one." When did the Pope · Churches have multiplied nearly 37 
"Pio Nino," or any other Pope. ever d~ fold; population, 11 fold. In 1870 re
any such things? . · ligious societies owned $354,000,000 

. But _what does the Pope really do to worth of property. The most extraor
his faithful Catholics? Simply and dinary _increase has been among the 
Ilomr:ously pronou'rnes his Apostolic Methodists and Roman Catholics. The 
blessing upon them, and sends them rapid ratio of increase of religious bodies 
empty away, as helpless and hopeless as ·might well seem alarming, were it not 
before. Let the Pope show that he is that t_li~ vast am~unt of property held 
the. genu~ne success1~r of St. Peter by by rehg10us orgamzations is distributed 
?urrng cripple~, he • .umg the sick, cast- amon7 many ~odi~s. A century ago 
mg out devils, converting ~inners the Congregat1on~hsts were largely in 
and adding to the church daily such advance j Methodists were hardly known 
as should be saved, as was done un- by name. Now Methodists are the larg
de.r ~ete~'s preach.iug, and our present est organization iii the land. One hun
~a1tb_ m him

1 
as an imposter, and a relig- d~ed year_s ago the more important reli-

1ous1mpractwable, would be g"eatlv stag- g10ns bodies were reckoned in the follow
gered-entirely overthrown. ' ing order: Congregationalists, Baptists, 

'When the Pope anathematizes Gari- Church of England, Presbyterians, Luth
baldi, Prince Bismarck, Victor Emanuel erans, German Reformed, Dutch Re
and others individuals and nations~ formed, and Roman Catholics. In 1870 
whole natio'ns, as he often does· Jet them I by l'>Iethodists, Baptists, Presbyterians'. 
one and all, drop doTVn, die, ~ive up th~ I Roman Ca.tholi?s, Christian, Lutherans; 
ghost, as Ananias and Sapphira did Congregat1onahsts, and Protestant Epis
when Peter anathematized th. rn and w~ ?opal. The zeal of American Christian
will bel!eve that God. is witL ;;im, and ity 

1
has nowh~re expended _itself with 

that he 1s what he chums to be--Lhe in- suc.1 force as it has m foundmg schools 
dubitable successo1· of St. Peter-not. and colleges, and precisely at this point 
otherwise. (Acts 5: 5-10). Nor even the ~'to1:11an Catholic Church merges in
then_would we believe in his infallibility; to sign.1ficance. _It ranks now as the 
for that would make him more than the fourth m populat10n and second for the 
successor of St. Peter-would place him v_alue of church property. It has occa
on equality with God in all matters of s10ned apprehens10n, but on insufficient 
thought, judgment and wisdom, that grounds, as reasons f?r its surprising 
pertain to education, morals, religion grov:th can}.e found rn foreign immi
and eternal life. H. s. CoLTON. gratrnn. Ne1th~r the Church statistics 

I :ior the census furnish material for anx-

Wealth is a rank soil, jn which, unless 
car~fully manager\, the weeds will quickly 
sprrng !1P• overtop the plants, and choke 
the gram. 

~ety. But conceding that the :i;a.tio of 
mcrease has been great there is nothin"' 
• ' 0 
rn _the growth . of this powerful body 
whrnh need excite any apprehem;ion." 
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The Door of the Kin;rdom. 
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 

entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, 
but climbeth up some other way, the same 
is a thief and robber."-John 10: 1. 

·So spoke the Son of God; and the 
most important question that can be 
asked by any individual is, "How can I 
enter into the sheepfold; or in other 
words, obtain eternal life?" 

We read in the Scriptures that on 
one occasion a certain man, and one 
holding high authority among the Jews, 
came to our Savior, by night, and asked 
him this very important question. The 
answer which he received was, "Except 
a man be born again, he can not see the 
kingdom of God." Hence we learn 
that a new birth is absolutely necessary 
-is really essential; and that no person 
can enter into life without having first 
experienced this second birth. 

And now, the question may be pro
pounded, What constitutes this new 
birth, or in what way can any person be 
born again? The ruler of the Jews 
thought the Great Teacher referred to 
the natural birth; for he appears to 
have been greatly surprised, and asks, 
"How can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter the second time into his 
mother's womb and be born ?"-John 
3 : 4. Then said Jesus plainly, and as 
if to set the matter forever at rest, 
"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except 
a man be born of water and of the Spir
it, he can not enter into the kingdom of 
God." Thus we learn that two births 
are needed; the birth of the water and 
the birth of the spirit. 

The whole religious world, with the 
exception of a few particular sects, teach 
that being born of the Spirit is essential 
tO salvation; but the birth of the water, 
or baptism, they treat very lightly, as a 
thing of small importance, or of no im
portance whatever. I was talking to an 
old lady a few days since, on the subject 
of baptism, when she made the follow
ing remark: "I do not think that a lit
tle thing like that will ever keep any 
body out of heaven." And so it is with 
millions of persons who profess to be 
Christians. :Many say that it is an 
"outward form of an inward grace;" 

that they believe in being baptized in 
order to "answer a good conscience to
ward God; but that it is not a saving or
dinance. Reader, "If thou wouldst en
ter into life, keep the commandments." 
Remember, that Jesus is the way and. 
the life. He who spake as man never 
Ppake before, and in whose mouth there 
was no guile, found that he had to be 
buried beneath the liquid wave that 
he might fulfill all righteousness; and 
then find it in your heart, if you can, to 
call the sacred ordinance a little thing. 
Beware of any person who seeks to per
vert the words of eternal life. I am 
your brother in the bonds of the ever-
lasting covenant, W. H. BROWN. 

Comets-A Theory. 

The celestial bodies that make up the 
universe may be classified as suns, plan
ets and comets; the latter combine the 
characteristics of the two former. Suns 
shine by their own light and are gener. 
ally fixed; while planets revolve, and 
show only reflected light. Comets re
volve like planets and shine like suns. 
As they shine by their own light as 
suns it is a fair inference from the unity 
of nature's iaws and the analogies known 
to prevail throughout the universe, that 
they are like suns in their composition 
and general character. A general char
acteristic of suns is that they are spher
ical, and this is the special characteristic 
of' all worlds, and of meteors and of the 
gentle dewdrops. The same law that 
turns the baby's tears to crystal spheres, 
gathers up the nebula of space into 
mighty orbs. 

"Thousands of suns beyond each other blaze, 
Orbs roll o'er orbs, and glow with mutual rays.'~ 

How out of place, in the grand realm 
of harmony and symmetry, is the comet 
with his caudal appendage-

r saw a peacock. With a fiery tail 
I saw a star. Streaming down hail, &c. 

No wonder that the ancients fancied 
them portents of pestilence and war, 
omens of i!L and signs of approacb'ng 
calamity. No wonder that the nat,ionlll 
yet are filled with dread 

"WP en from the dread immensity of space, 
Returning, with acceleratet~ course, 
The rushing comet to the sun descends?' 
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"That's a fine tail your horse carries 
behirK him," said an Irishman. "Did 
you ever see anything that did not carry 
its tail behind it?" was the reply. "Yes,'' 
said the Irishman, "a 1 int." If he had 
said a comet, the wit v-;ould have been 
as good ; for that anomalous structure 
carries its tail before, or behind, or on 
either side. It is not the likeness of 
anything in heaven above, nor on the 
earth beneath. 

I repeat it, it is strange that he who 
set the whirling worlds in order-tuned 
the music of the spheres-should have 
sent these fiery dragons on their course, 
with tails long enough to draw the third 
part of heaven. I don't believe he did 
it-at least the case is not so bad as it 
has been made out. 

It is only when the w nets are in good 
company that they play their fantastic 
tricks; seen at a distance-solitary and 
alone on their wilderness track-they 
are quiet, orderly, and Iike every thing 
else in all the heavens, are round. 

This fact J wish to emphasize, that com
ets can a!ld do 0xist without tails. Some· 
times, in the evening of early winter, the 
western sky is suffused with a mellow 
light that reaches like a dome almost to 
the zenith. It is the "Zodiacal ~!ght,'' 
and is not in shape of a tail, bLt is in 
substance like a tail; and as the sun has 
gone down and .left it behind him, I will 
call it his tail. And this is the second 
fact that I emphasize, that the sun has a 
tail. 

If we light a candle in a dark place 
aud go to a sufficient distance f: ··n it, 
it seems like a globe of light; bv the 
distant 00met, if it were in a dark place, 
would seem to be a globe of light im
measurably great: but the sun obscures 
its outer light. As the comet approach
es the sun a body of light is seen on the 
side of it opposite the sun, which grows 
in length, and is divergent, regular in 
outline, and curved. 

The only thing we know that always 
awav from the sun is a shadow. 

o:rn thlng that cannot be run away 
from nor overtaken by au object is a 
shadow.. As the comet passes around 
the perihelion, its tail sweeps a circuit 

millions of miles more extensive, but 
lags behind only by a gentle curve. Then 
as the comet rushes away from the sun 
the tail, as if exulting, starts off first. 

If a lighted candle be placed in bright 
sun-light it, will be hardly perceptible. 
Cast a shadow on it,-and it will brighten 
up. The light of the candle will be a 
part of the shadow, and contained in it. 
Shadows are not necessarily black. If' 
a shadow could be cast on a comet .its 
light would be greatly brightened. The 
nucleus of a comet is compact matter, ca
pable of intercepting the sun's rays, 
hence the comet has a shadow. The 
light going out from the comet would be 
brighter than the particles outside of 
the shadow would be-probably enough 
brighter to make them visible to us. 
What we see then, are the self-luminous 
particles of comet light, or nebulo,us 
matter, within the shadow of the nucleus. 

What would probably be the shape 
of the supposed shadow? Let us see. 
When the sun goes down behind mists 
on the mountain tops, rays of light and 
shadow are sent far out across the sky. 
These streaks are the best representation 
of comet's tails, in appearance, that we 
know. Analogy would point to a simi
larity of cause. The streaks of light 
are all divergent and the streaks of shad
ow are the ·same. Sometimes comet's 
tails are fan·shaped. The shadow of a 
mountain thrown across a plain is di
vergent. Applying these analogies, we 
would expect a shadow behind the nu
cleus to stretch far out on the sky, in 
regular but divergent lines. And if 
there were transient openings and circles 
in the outer parts of the head of the 
comet, we would expect to see fan
shaped rays of light and shadow extend
ing to a greater or lesser width-the 
shadows being bright-as We have be
fore seen. The shadow is greatest when 
the object that makes it is nearest the 
source of light. A comet far away from 
the sun would have no shadow, because 
the feeble light of the sun would be 
contracted. · So comet's tails arelargest 
at the perihelion and disappear at a dis
tance. Nearness to us also increases 
their size. 
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The exact curvature of a comet's tail 
should have, can only be determined by 
a mathematical calculation; (of which 
I am not capable); but it is easy to un
derstand that the curvature would be 
proportioned to the speed of the comet 
and the speed of the particles forming 
the tail-or rather bounding it, acco.rd
ing to the theory here laid down. If 
the light of a locomotive were turned 
sideways, so as to cast a light at right
angles across a plain when the locomo
tive were in motion, the boundaries 
of that light ·would be curved; per
haps imperceptibly, but certainly curved, 
because it takes time for the light to 
travel out; and the locomotive is contin
ually advancing the source of the rays of 
light. The phenomenon of the comet is 
on a vaster scale and the curvature is 
perceptible to the eye. I do not sup
pose the velocity of light is uniform. It 
probably loses speed as well as power as 
it advances from the (>Un, The problem 
presented by the theory I've been elab
-0rating is: Would the velocity of sun
iight .and the velocity of a comet in its 
orbit produce such a curvature as com· 
ets' tails are known to have. A learned 
friend tells me, No; that a comet would 
have to have a velocity like light itself 
to make so great a curve as sometimes 
occurs. I do not admit the truth of the 
statement, and leave it undetermined for 
the present. 

The latest thebry of scientific men, is 
that the tail of a comet is caused by the 
repulsiop. of the sun. It is known that 
the polarity of matter can be charged 
so that particles will be repelled; but it 
it is difficult to conceive of matter being 
reflected tens of millions of miles in 
gradually diverging lines, that keep their 
exact bounds and limits, while whirlng 
round the sun at the perihelion. A de
cisive fact against this theory is that 
convulsions-fire-storms-have been seen 
going out in the tails of comets just as 
they do in the envelope of the sun. 

S. F. W. 

ing in his sight. Reader, what a blessed 
thought is this that whatsoever we ask 
we can receive:; inasmuch as we ask not 
to consume upon our lusts. Is it not 
encouraging? Does it not revive our 
spirits when we are cast down, to read 
and ponder upon the many precious 
promises, contained in the Scriptures? 
Promises and encouragements which our 
wise Creator has so kindly given us. 
Yes, the being who so wisely and won
derfully formed the frail, weak bodies, 
forgot not, also, to give us the words of 
life. And as we read, do we not o:lfer
silent prayer to our heavenly Father 
and acknowledge his power, his mercies 
and his goodness? 

Let us pause a moment and consider 
upon what conditions we are to receive 
the blessings, and lay hold upon the 
many promises contained in holy writ. 
The words· of Jesus while upon· the 
earth were these, "He that hath my 
commandments and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth me; and he that loveth 
me shall be loved of my Father, and 'I 
will love him and manifest myself to 
him.'' 

Perhaps sOJp.e people may say as did 
Judas, "Lord, how is it that thou wilt 
manifest thyself unto us and not unto 
the world." 

Jesus, in answer to this, says, "If a 
man love me, he will keep my words, 
and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him and make our abode 
with him." Brother, sister, do we love 
God; if we do, then we are fit subjects 
for the kingdom." 

Let us search the Scriptures. John's 
testimony is that, "If a man say, I love 
God, and hateth his brother, he is a 
liar; for he that loveth not· his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love 
God, whom he hath not seen; and this 
commandment have we, that he who 
loveth God loves his brother also." 

What then are the fruits of love? 
Does a fountain send forth, at the same 
place, sweet water and bitter? Can the 

Ask That Ye :Receive. fig, my brethren, bear olive berries? 
Vfhatsoever we ask, we receive of I either a vine figs? So can no fountain 

Him because we keep His command- ~oth _Yiel~ Salt water and. f:esh. We 
ments and do those things that are pleas- likewise, if we have the spmt of love, 
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must bear the fruits of the same; for a 
good tree bringeth not forth corrupt 
fruit, neither doth a corrupt tree bring 
forth good fruit. Every tree is known 
by its fruit. 

Christ says, Love ye your enemies; 
do good and lend, hoping for nothing in 
return, and ye shall be the children of 
the highest; for he is kind unto the un
thankful and to the evil. Be ye the1·e
fore merciful, as your Father also is 
merciful. 

How many of us who have taken the 
name of Christ upon us,·have been baptis
ed into the one body and been made par
takers of the same spirit, thereby becom
ing fellow citizens with the saints and of 
the household of God. I ask, how many 
retain a right to that citizenship, by 
walking in newness of life; by ceasing 
to do evil and striving to do works of 
righ.teousness ? We are told not to love 
in word neither in tongue only, but in 
deed and in truth. Therefore if we 
have this world's goods, and seeth our 
brother have need, and have not com
passion upo.n him, how dwelleth the love 
of God in us. Are we willing to give 
up the love of the world; the lusts of 
the flesh; lust of the eyes, pride of life, 
&c. We are taught that if we· are not 
willing to lay them all down, that the 
love of God is not in us; for such things 
are of the world and not of the Father. 
Let us therefore seek that wisdom which 
cometh from above, that we may be en
abled to overcome all evil, "For he that 
overcometh shall be clothed in white." 

S. E. B. 

who has declared that he will raise up 
men to do his work. 

Some who have been capable, and 
have worked for a season to plant the 
seed of truth and righteousness in the 
land, are now mere lookers on, having a 
name and standing in the Church, but 
only hoping that the cause may prosper. 
Others are more or less in debt and feel 
in duty bound to discharge their obliga
tions, if possible. Again, others declare 
that they have their families to provide 
for, and quote Paul to Timothy,. to sup
port them in their excuse for the non
performance of their duties. The verse 
quoted in various ways reads thus: 

"But if any provide not for bis own, and 
especially for those of his own house, he 
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an 
infidel."...:_l Tim. 5: 8. 

Now if any of those Elders who so 
excuse themselves will be kind enough 
to read this chapter again, they will see 
that from the third to the sixteenth 
verses, inclusive, instructions are given 
by Paul, to Timothy how the widowg 
are to be cared for, and who the Church 
should take care of and who they should 
not take care of___;children or nephews; 
or, "If any man or woman that believeth 
have widows [of their household], let 
them relieve them, and let not the 
Church be charged, that it may relieve 
them that are widows indeed." How 
is it possible that any who have been< 
honored with the :M:elchisedec priest
hood can resort to such a flimsy excuse? 
The same apostle writing to the Corin
thian saints, says: 

"Even so hath the Lord ordained that 
they which preach the gospel should live or 

Letter Fro1n CaH:for.nia. the gospel." 

Br. M. B. Oliver:-The present con- The same apostle writing to Timothy, 
dition of the Latter Day Gospel work in says: 
this mission-the Pacific Slope-from "Let the Elders that rule well be count
my point of view is such that I can not ed worthy of double honor, especially they 
call progressive, although there are El- that labor in the word and doctrine. For· 
ders enough in this part of the world to the scripture saith, thou shalt not. muzzle· 

the ox that treadeth out the corn. And the 
bear the tidings of salvation to every laborer is worthy of his reward."-1 Tim. 
one who is watching and waiting. A 5: 17, 18. 
yery ~ew of th.ese Elders are in the field From these quotations we learn what 
m active service for the Master; those Elders are ordained for-i. e., to labor 
few are doing all they can; some of the in the word and doctrine and to rule. 
few have, apparently, bee~ driven into I Do the Elders realize this? In man yr 
the field through the providence of God, . instances I am afraid not. 
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"He that' loveth father or mother more Another clog is the withholding the 
·than me is not worthy of me; and he that necessary finances so that the work may 
loveth son or daughter more than me is not be carried on systematically and success
worthy of me; and he that t~keth not his fully: The lay members are not so 
cross and f'olloweth after me, is not worthy mnch to be blamed in this matter as the 

'-Of m~. "~Matthew 10: 37, 38. · d l th 
Thi's i's the doctrine of Christ; and ministry, whose duty it IS to ec are e 

whole counsel of God. I have seen 
the apostles would not teach different to some strange actions in Elders allowing 
it, because they were to teach all men themselves to get roiled up when a con
whatsoever he had commanded them. tfibution was talked of, so much so that 

The Elders who apply the quotation, those in favor ·of collections avoid as 
l Timothy 5 : 8, to themselves, and possible any collision on this point; 
make the apostle Paul answerable for hence financially, we are unsuccessful. 
their inactivity, are evidently on a sha~y Nu~erically, we are stronger in Cali
foundation; it would be far better, m fornia than in any other part of the 
·my opinion, to state honestly that the mission. the combined strength of Ne
sacrifice of leaving home was great; and vada, o/egon, and Washington Territory 
that they had not fortitude enough to not equaling California. The reason of 
make that sacrifice. this is the missionaries who have been 

I feel that the time is very near when sent here, (to the ~acifi~ Slope~, have 
we shall have to be on one side or the labored more in Cahforma than m any 

,-other. That "No man can serve two of the other named States. None of 
Masters," is as true to-day as it was those sent here have to my knowledge 
when uttered bv the Great Master, yet been to Oregon or Washington Terri

' it is apparent ~t a glance . that many tory. Br. J. C; Clapp of Califor1;1ia ?e-
. -0f us are not striving to serve two, only, ing the first one of the Reorgamzat10n 

but many. The Lord requires our un- who visited Oregon, was sent by the Pa
divided service; do we serve him in this cific Slope Mission c.onference. ~he 
manner, or do we profess to serve him second time he went m company with 
thus, and while professing, muc~ of our Br. J. w. Gilien; he (Br. Clapp) is now 
time, talent, means and energies are there for the third time, where he is, or 
thrown into the service of th~ adv~r- was, laboring and gathering into the 
sary? These are home quest10ns; is- , garners of the Master. I do not know 
sues that must be met squarely i_n the whether an Elder has been to Washing
fac~, sooner or later; for they are issues ton Territory or not. I think not. 
of life or death. I My opinion is that there are many 

"Be ye n_ot unequally yoked togeth~r who would embrace the truth if it was 
;with unbelievers; for what fellowship shown to them. That there are many 
b.ath righteousness with unrighteous- thirsting after righteousness in this por
ness? And what communion hath light tion of the vineyard, is true. Many 
with darkness? And what concord who have not "bowed the knee to Baal," 
hath Christ with Belia!? or what part and who would rejoice to find the 
hath he that believeth with an infidel? straight and narrow way that leadeth to 
And what aareement hath the temple of everlasting life. But how shall they 
.God with id~ls? for ye are the temple hear witliout a preacher? And t~e 
of the living God; as God ~at~ said "I preacher should be. exemplary i~ }11s 
will dwell in them, and walK m them; conduct choice in his speech, avo1dmg 
and I will be their God, and they shall all cant' phrases and stale jo~es, av~id
be my people." ·wherefore come out ing every appearance of evil, impartial, 
from among them, and be ye separate, an instructor in righteousness, and a 
·saith the Lord, and touch not the un- blessing to all. PETER CANAYAN. 

, clean thin"'· and I will receive you, and W£sT OAKLAND, Cal., 
. ~' d h 11 March 3d, 187G. :will be a Father unto you, an .ye s a -------

'be my sons and daughters, saith the I A true ge?tle~an will never become a 
Lord Almighty. 2 Cor. 6: 14-18. I gamester, a l!bertme, or a sot. 
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JOSEPH SMITH, - - - EDITOR. 
M. B. OLIVER, ASSISTANT EDITOR. 

Plano, Ill., April 1, 1876. 

"WILL CHRIST CAST OUT DEVILS 
NOW?" 

THE above is the caption of a short article 
clipped from a late Christian Union, and 
sent us by a friend. 

The article was written by William H. 
Coleman; and appears to have been sug
gested to the writer, by reading a tale of 
human woe, in which insanity is the affiic
tion. The writer says: "When I read this 
chapter, * * my thoughts wandered off to 
parallel cases * * in the old gospel story." 
"I remembered how a certain man, * * 
not only healed the sick, but also cured 
many that were 'possessed of devils.' " 

He cites several cases; the daughter of 
the Syrophenician woman; the man hav
ing an "mi.clean" spitit, and others; and 
states that he believes that some of those" 
healed were insane. He further says: "I 
assume therefore that Jesus Christ healed 
the sick during his life on the earth. Can 
he not do this now?" Of the one affiicted 
he writes: "Could not Christ's power have 
interposed here, cast out this devil, and left 
the poor possessed 'clothed and in her 
right mind?'" * * "Surely, if faith in fate 
will drive to death, will not faith in the 
Life restore to the control of life;" and 
closes thus: "Again I ask, Can not Christ 
cast out devils to-day?" 

It would seem to be easy enough for 
this writer, his compeers, co-religionists, to 
answer, Yes, to this inquiry; more espe. 
cially does the Latter Day Saint conceive 
it to be easy to answer it. But there are 
two questions. One is, can Christ; the 
other, will he? It is the former which is 
so easily answered. 

The possibility of power to cast out 
devils being possessed by Christ is not 
questioned by any who think him to be 
the Son of God; indeed, it may be said, 
that there are very few who really believe 
that he has not the power; but that this 

power is ever delegated to any others, if 
exercised at all, many concur in doubting; 
while some are unable to decide why the 
power, if once exerted in behalf of human 
distress to its relief, may not be again, or, 
indeed why it is not. They, like the writer 
from whom. we quote, ask in the soberness 
of anxiety, "Can he," "Will he.'' 

Were the Saints as a body entirely free 
from those derangements in mind and 
body, which might be called the causes or 
results of insanity, so that none of those be
longing to the Church, nor their relatives, 
were affected, we might not have written 
this, as it will be suggestive of painful re
minders to some, who with anxious care 
have watched loved ones, from health to 
imbecility or to madness, But, as all are 
not free, though all desire to be, we make 
inquiry for the cause, or the reasons; first, 
of the visitation or affiiction; second, of 
the failure in some cases to become free. 
We can not write all cases, for our experi
ence shows some that have been made free. 

We are not so radical in the belief of Sa. 
tanic possession, as to think that all dis. 
ease in body, or disordered in mind, are 
devil-possessed. For, many .ailments of 
body, and some of the mind, may be traced 
to repeated violations of well known laws 
of health; to overcome the baneful effects 
of which, nature has made repeated and 
persistent efforts, and worn out at last, has 
refused to respond to wishes for health; 
and the affiicted one learns to exercise will , 
and self.denial, only to continue a life of 
pain and distress, with a cheerless pros. 
pect for being again restored. Some, who 
have thus thrown tb.eir health away, have 
been occasionally respited by divine favor; 
but when assured of recovery, have return
ed to the thraldoms of habit, and, of course 
reforged their fetters. Some, who have 
been made free, remain so, and give credit 
where it is due. Some, unhappy, and 
weary of pain, grow cynical and peevish, 
are ready to accuse, first, their friends of 
lack of moral worth and hence lack of 
spiritual power; after that, perhaps, the 
friend of all of affiicting them. Some, are 
now and then found, who charge all their 
ills to the direct agency of the devil; and 
if they ache, it is "the devil,'' if they are 
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downright sick, it is still "the devil;" he 
does it all, out of spite to them. 

We sympathize with all of these; but, 
have sometimes been compelled to think 
that if the one thus placing his woes at his 
antagonist's charge had said, "I have sin. 
ned against my body, and am enduring my 
punishment; and my adversary (the devil). 
pities, while he laughs at me," he would 
have been nearer the truth, and would have 
found that instead of being afflicted by his 
Satanic majesty, it was only a co-worker 
of his,-a bad habit. 

There are cases where the frame of these 
bodies, so "fearfully but wonderfully 
made," has been sadly broken by disease, 
the spiritual and mental forces have been 
weakened, and a loss . of faculties has en. 
sued. The causes for this loss are iying 
amid the hidden things ;-and what the 
end to be served by it is, Ii.es with theni 
also. 

He who gave life and ordained its mys. 
terious laws, permits their infraction-but 
has also decreed, that these infractions 
must bring the penalty attached. He has 
alike ordained the life and the laws which 
keep it within the exquisite, or the coarse 
casket in which it is manifest, and the in. 
flexible rules by which the marring of the 
casket injures and destroys the life which 
it holds. This marring of the casket, which 
results to the injury of life, is not always 
visible; nor do the traces which are some. 
times seen, always afford a correct clue to 
the causes that marred, so subtle and varied 
are the provisions of the law by which 
men live and die. 

It has been charged, and is perhaps be
lieved to a great extent, that the ills to 
which men were subject, are but the pun.· 
ishments for sins against the moral enact. 
men ts of the Creator; but this is difficult 
of proof, in individual cases at least, as is 
shown in the reply to the question, "Who 
did commit sin; this man, or his parents?" 
"Neither." 

We find th.is difficulty starting into sight, 
at almost every case of bodily or mental af
fliction; and though there are some who 
do not hesitate to charge sin against moral 
laws, or the violation of spiritual laws, as 
. being the exciting cause of these afflictions, 

their closely connected friends, and those 
more nearly interested in them, fail to trace 
the connection between the supposed pun
ishment and the sin. Nor are they, ofttimes, 
able to recognize any good to result from 
the punishment, if it be one, to the indi
vidual afflicted; and so, they disbelieve 
the theory, and are left with aching hearts 
to await the development at' the hand of 
time. 

Insanity, mental aberration, disturbed 
intellect, loss of mind, are all becoming 
fearfuily prevalent. Many writers, moral. 
ists, scientists, socialists, religionists, have 
all sought for its causes; and have various
ly assigned them. We shall not follow 
them, as that is foreign to the purpose in 
writing, suffice it to acknowledge, with 
them that it exists, and that, to an alarm
ing extent. Is there a reiµedy? Can it be 
applied? Will it be? These are our ques
tions. 

What can more surely follow as a neces
sary deduction, than that the power that 
could originate life, and ordain the laws 
by which it might remain within so fragilfr 
caskets, can also prolong, or perpetuate it, 
at will? What more certain than that the 
power which could· create "so fearfully, yet 
so wonderfully," can also, at will, restrain 
the causes which mar and destroy? Is it 
beyond Him who spake man into being, to· 
say to that which would destroy, "Be ye 
stayed?" 

All Latter Day Saints urge this as beyond 
contradiction. And when the opposition 
is closely pressed, they generally admit 
the force of the argument. .Then arise the 
"We admit that he can give relief from 
pain and disease, distress and bodily ills;. 
but we deny that he will, or that he does. 
Show us that you possess this power. Do· 
those things which Christ did. Then we 
will believe there is a power at work like 
the one once manifested among men." In 
the language of the writer of "Papal InfaJ. 
libility :" 

"Let the Pope show that he is the genuine 
successor of St. Peter by curing cripples, 
healing the sick, raising the dead, casting 
out devils, converting sinners, and adding to 
the Church daily such as should be saved, 
as was done under Peter's preaching, and 
our present faith in him, as an impostor 
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and a religious impracticable, would be gospel trump and unfurling the standard 
greatly staggered-entirely overthrown." of truth, to attentive congregations in 

All these things, so stated, as required of Colorado. ·In a letter from Del Norte, 9th 
the Pope to successfully assert his right to ult., he said he had been holding meeting 
·act in behalf of the power by which the in that place, that they were "well attended 
sick and the lunatic were relieved, is but a and the best of liberty enjoyed in p:reach
confession that Christ did once exercise ing the word." He sent us another new 

·the authority that he held, to control the subscriber for the HERALD, and said, "I 
elements working against the peace and may not be doing much for the Herald, 
good of mankind. This confession is not l:iut it is the best I can." If all the Elders 
that this power to control resides in man, will do likewise, we will soon be able to 
·{Jr appertains to him as man, but that it· report a largely increased circulation of 
was the Christ. If then it was his, it is our papers. 
still his. It did exist and was exercised; If brethren in making· out conference 
it stjll exists, and may be now exercised. minutes, would use paper of medium sized 

From this consideration, we conclude, pages, and number them in regular order, 
·that Christ can cast out devils; that the they would be much handier for the print. 
remedy for lunacy does exist. This leaves ers. We have just been preparing a con. 
the other question still unanswered. Will ference report, which, when straightened 
·ne? out, is over five feet long. When we passed 

The Saints, very many of them, know it over to the Foreman, he looked at it and 
that the power to give relief has been exer- said--well, I am satisfied he did not like 
cised in marked instances; and this has it, but then he did not say anything naughty. 
proven to them that under proper condi- "A hint to the wise is sufficient." 
tions Christ will heal the sick. In many No more Books of Mormon; do not or-
'instances the relief has been instantaneous der any until we advertise them again. 
11ncl permanent. Bodily ills and mental Don't forget to send for the HERALD. 
distmbances have been controlled, ancl I Br. Robert Warnock, writes from Salt 
health of mind and body has followed. Lake City, March 17th, "Joseph S. Lee has 
'There remain however numbers of instan- been preaching in the Methodist Chapel 
ces wherein no relief has resulted from ap- here, causing quite an excitement, ancl has 
parently the most importunate asking and done good." Br. Lee, himself, wrote us 
seeking; and these are of such a character February 24th, that he went to the city by 
that faith has been seriously troubled to invitation. 
maintain itself against anxiety, doubt, ancl We paid Burlington, Iowa, a flying visit. 
fear. Nor has there yet been a satisfactory Spoke a few times to those who came to 
rnason given why these exceptions occur; hear us; ancl left them as we found them, 
why the relief is not constantly afforded, with an excellent spirit prevailing. A few 
and in every case of affiiction. It may af- of the children of the Saints were ill with 
ford an opportunity for inquiry among the the measles; we hope that no serious re. 
readers of the HERALD, and as we presume sults will happen. . 
that every one has a theory, we shall pause The Ogden Junction has given us another 
in our writing and wait to see what some close. What do you mean, Mr. Editor of 
·of these theories are. the Junction? Do you want to ruin our . 

---~4>_,...,.,____ digestion? 
BR. GLAUD RODGER, in his report to the Some good brother has sent us The Rock, 
coming Annual Conference, sent fo)m Syd- a Church of England family newspaper, 
·ney, New South. Wales, Australia, Febru- published in L@ndon, England; for which 
ary 7th, speaks encouragingly of the work we return our thanks. 
in that mission. May blessings rest on the Br. C. G. Lanphear is hereby thanked 
brave and seffdenying for the Master,-in for copies.of the Weekly Witnes·s, lately re. 
\home missions as well as in distant fields. ceived. 

Br. F. C. Warnky is still sounding the Br. G. M. Robinson, writing from Wan. 
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ship, Summit county, Utah Territory, says 
of the branch at that place, "We are doing 
well here, we hold three meetings every 
week." He and other brethren had been 
holding meetings outside the branch, "con
gregation good and attentive." He also 
spoke well of Brn. E. C. Brand and R. 
Warnock's labor in that vicinity, and de
sire the labors of more like them. In 
speaking of the feelings of the branch in 
regard to the erection of a house of wor
ship in Salt Lake City, he says, "They are 
all willing to work, or anything, to have a 
house built in Salt Lake City." 

The HERALD will keep you informed of 
all the important news of the Church from 
e:very quarter. It is cheap at two dollars. 
Sµbscribe for an extra copy to enlighten 
your friends. 

BR. M. H. FoRSCUTT lately held a debate 
with Rev. W. B. F. Treat, at Lilly Dale, 
Perry county, Indiana, of which, neither 
Br. Forscutt nor Br. D. F. Lambert writes 
very encouragingly. We await further 
news, as the letters of these two give us no 
details, nor the result; except Br. Lambert's 
statement: 

"I can not conscientiously use those 
flaming words, 'It was a glorious victory 
for the truth;' but this much I feel assured 
of, that those who loved the truth before 
the debate, love it still; and those who 
were seeking an excuse for rejecting it, 
had it given to them. Br. Mark acted 
nobly, for although Treat was very unfair, 
and \'ery abusive, he never condescended 
to do any more than fairly remind him 
that he realized how he was treated." 

Br. Mark's health was not good during 
the discussion. 

BR. LOUIS v AN" BUREN, who returned a 
few months ago from the "Old World," in 
writing from Manville, Indiana, 8th ult., 
says: 

"I am in possession of good news from 
the Holy Land. Colonies of Jews in En
gland are said to be preparing for emigra
tion to Palestine, the government of Turkey 
being in favor of it. Palestine, in its pres
ent uncultivated state, needs a great many 
people to improve it, and to rebuild its 
ruined cities. I suppose Gentile workmen 
will be called and engaged to do this work. 
Already colonies of Germans have settled 
in parts of the land, with the intention to 

work there, and have already done con
siderable work in cultivating the soil, and 
making roads, since their arrival in the 
land ofisrael. May the Lord God of Israel 
bless them." 

FARllIINGTON, Graves Co., Ky., 
Feb. 13, 1876. 

Br. JosephSmith:-I arrived here on the 
12th of last December; since that time I 
have been doing what •I could to sow the 
good seed. I found Br. Hansen well and 
alive in the work, he and Br. Clapp have 
labored hard and faithfully here, and we 
think they have done great good. Tradi
tion and old ideas have been removed from 
the minds of many. Where I have labored 
herti, there is a good interest; if there is 
not a considerable increase here during 
this season we will be disappointed. I 
have never seen so bright a prospect. 

In Henry county, Tennessee, where Br .. 
Hansen has preached, the prospects are 
equally as good. Since I have been here~ 
the chances for preaching have been poor, 
owing to the vast amount of rai_n. 

Br. Hansen left Benton county, Tennes
see, January 6th, for Alabama and Florida. 
I found him a very agreeable companion 
and an excellent young man. Before he· 
left Kentucky he was called to administer 
to the sick; it was the first public admin
istration in the country, and the Lord be. 
stowed his blessing in mighty power, con
firming his word and comforting us with 
the thought that he approves our work. 

Yours in the gospel bonds, 
R. J. ANTIIO~ff. 

STOCKTON, Cal., 
March 1st, 18713. 

Dear Herald:-A. few thoughts are sug
gested to me on the coming spring confer
ence, which ought to interest every true 
Latter Day Saint on the Pacific Slope, es.. 
pecially the Elders of the same. Brethren,. 
you know your calling is a great one. My 
thoughts concerning the arrangements thaL 
are in contemplation concerning the beau
tiful tent that is to be the home of the 
Saints there assembled to do business for 
our Father in heaven. I say, be prompt 
in sending your mites to our beloved 
brother Roberts in time, so that he can· 
forward the tent to the place appointed by 
the voice of the conference assembled. 
There is something to be got besides the 
tent; for instance, a stove, table, provisions, 
and other things needful; and a little 
money on your person, to help make this, 
conference one long to be remembered by 
the Saints of the Pacific Slope; that when 
our beloved brother, Alexander H. Smith;. 
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0 I wish I had been there ! Come one and 
all, brethren and sisters, and fill our little 
church to overflowing. Pray, day and 
night, that our Father in heaven will help 
us to overcome evil with good; let us be 
contrite in heart and pure in spirit, so 
that when we assemble at the conference 
our Father will be well pleased.· 

Your sister in the gospel of peace and 
love, MARLARY ROBBINS. 

LOGAN, Harrison Co., Iowa, 
, March 9th, 1876. 

JJear Herala:-In my last letter I had 
just arrived at Omaha, I now wish to give 
an account of my labors until the present. 
At Omaha I :receivetl discouraging news 
from home. My plans had failed, and the 
consequences were not pleasant; but the 
kind-hearted Saints of that place speedily 
removed the difficulties and made my fam
ily rejoice. 'fheir kindness will never be 
forgotten. · I soon received news from 
home also, that as soon as the noble hearts 
of Columbus knew of the state of things at 
home, they too were on hand to bless and 
give real comforts. I can. not write my 
gratitude. The fact is, I thought I had 
made provisions for my family, before I 
left my homestead; but as the moneys ow
ing did not come forward in time my fam
ily had to suffer loss. I attended the Saints' 
meetings and preached to them four times, 
meetings well attended. I visited the Sab
bath School on the 6th of February, Br. 
Samuel Sylvester, superintendent; and, I 
think, Sr. Emma Sylvester, secretary. The 
school was well conducted, no effort at dis
play, but sterling interest was manifested 
by superintendent and teachers, and the 
scholars were very attentive. I noticed 
that parents could spare an hour on the 
Lord's day to educate the youth in the 
things of God. Where such is the case the 
vineyard of the Lord must prosper, no mat
ter how dark the surroundings. I noticed 
there seemed a more healthy feeling mani
fest in their meetings than in the past, al
though the sky was a little eloudy yet. 
One or two spots indicated that all was 
not perfect health. When will all the 
brethren learn the blessedness of living 
together in unity? The answer comes, 
When they try it. I visited Council Blufl"s 
and preached once. I could form no cor
rect conclusion as to the condition of the 
Saints here from one meeting; but found 
them kind and hospitable, and anxious to 
have me stay and labor with them; but I 
had made other arrangements, and Bishop 
Hall helped me on to my next engagement. 
On the 10th of :February I turned up at 
Dowville. Here I found a Methodist re. 
vi val in full blast; I attended that evening. 
I sat in pain, listening to the groans and 
cries for "religion" for two hours, when 

the fire kindled in my bosom, and I gave 
vent to its warmth in a brief, plain, but re
spectful address, telling them how to find 
the religion of Jesus Christ; shewing them 
that it was a thing to be lived, not to be 
hunted for as ah imaginary, supernatural 
nondescript; but something to be enjoyed 
in its practice, giving real and. tangible 
blessings. My good intentions were not 
appreciated by the ministers; but I think 
the embers of that little fire were still alive 
when meeting closed. One lady asked me 
to preach there, but as the Methodists oc
cupied the only available place I passed 
on. · 

I must say that I was pained to find that 
the work had been marred here by the un
wise conduct of one whose voice had fre
quently been heard in its defense, and who 
had exerted a salutary influence in it$ be
half; but now had yielded to the charms 
of mammon, by giving up his house and 
himself to the doubtful pleasures of danc
ing, for the sake of a few dollars. . His act 
had cast a gloom over the Saints, al\d given 
the enemy a chance of rejoicing, and made 
the Church a subject of mockery. This 
man was a successful minister; but this 
one foolish act of his had done more evil 
than he can undo in a year, though he la
bor never so diligently. .But, dear Herald, 
I do not. think it wise to publish in your 
pages the name of every offender, unless 
the character and conduct is ·such as to 
work a continual injury among the church
es. Hasty publicatio'n of such things 
tends to shut up the heart of the erring, 
and oftentimes to prejudice the feelings of 
his brethren, who, but for the publication, 
would know nothing about the unwise act, 
and thus place a barrier in the way of his 
return to wisdom's path. · 

I went to Galland's Grove, where I was 
well received, I preached four times. The 
roads were very bad, but the house was 
filled, and the best attention given. I was 
glad to find that a spirit of improvement 
prevailed, and peace and harmony reigned 
as far as I could discern. The Saints bles
sed me, and I was called upon to return to 
Dowville to preach the funeral discourse of 
our beloved sister, Isabella Butterworth, 
whose obituary has already appeared in 
your columns. I administered twice to 
her in connection with the brethren. Her 
faith in God was strong: but her race was 
run, and she finished it in the hope of a 
glorious resurrection. At the funeral I 
had a very large and attentive audience, 
and I was greatly blest in showing how to 
obtain a part in the first resurrection. The 
Dowville Saints kindly administered to my 
necessities. I went to Deloit on the seven
teenth, preached there ten discourses, and 
exhorted the Saints twice, splendid atten
tion, was blest, and on the 27th, baptized 
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four women. The weather was very I through. None offered themselves for bap
stormy and cold, but there was no flinching. tism. I returned to Dowville on the 4th nf 
Find the Saints generally alive, a good March, being kindly assisted by the Saints 
spirit prevailing; but some had been un- from Camp Creek and the Saints of North 
wise, and had allowed that unruly member Coon. I must here state that the baptisms 
that James speaks of, to roll itself in filth I administered in Deloit were no doubt 
and obscenity, and thereby had brought the fruits of the joint labors of brethren 
themselves to trouble. "What manner of who have been labol'ing there, I just water
persons ought we to be in all holy conver- ed them and I trust God will give the in
sation and godliness?" Sometimes I find crease. On the evening of the fourth I 
among the brethren little jealousies and preached in Dowville, but found that in
envyings. These are the works of the flesh, cessant labor had worn me down. I 
and every man who entertains them is in preached again on Sunday morning, but 
danger of perishing by them. Can we was very weak-my lungs had received 
learn no lessons from the past? Are not too heavy a strain from preaching forty-six 
the fruits of the spiTit more profitable? times, in less than two months, and often 
Let us love· as brethren; not in word but in houses not at all adapted for public 
in deed, and there will be no evil heart. speaking; so I concluded to rest for a 
burnings when we meet in the house of while, and in order to do so I 1·etired to 
God. All of the Saints were kind to me, this place to enjoy the oft-repeated hopital
and outsiders manifested good desires. The ity of Sr.Nellie Kennedy and her generous 
Sunday School here is conducted by Brn. husband. Br.John Lake has been preach
J ohn Dobson and Whiting. There seemed ing_with good success at Harlan-baptized 
chances for improvement; but all seemed some there and has left, and the brethren 
earnest in the cause, and I have no doubt there are very urgent for me to go and 
every opportunity for improvement will help gather in the seed. I go there on 
be seized. Saturday, and if my health permits and 

On the 28th, I started in company with G,od blesses my labors,, I hope, at Ieast, to 
Brn. Thomas Dobson and Benan Sauls- bmd the sheaves ~nd che Lord will have 
bury for North Coon, Carroll county. Br. the glo~y. I remam, de~r Herald, as ever, 
Saulsbury had come thirty miles to fetch your friend, CIIARLES DERRY. 
us with his team. It was a cold, stormy 
journey; but we had seen bad weather be
fore. After traveling twenty-five miles we 
put up at the house of one Isaac Higgins, 
near Carroll. His wife and himself are 
friends to the cause, and they treated us ac
cordingly. 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., 
March 9th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph:-I told you in my last letter 
ths,t Br. Small and I expected to go to 
Monmouth county, New Jersey, on Satur
day last, to hold meetings. We fulfilled 

On the 29th we arrived at North Coon, the engagement, and we are very much 
and I preached at night, but did not feel gratified with the result of our labors. 
free. The people had been worn out by When I was up about three weeks ago, 
attending Methodist revivals; I was wear- the Spirit dictated to me that it would be 
ied, and only a few in attendance, for they wise to go to New Egypt, where there were 
only had a few hours' notice of the meet- some old Saints that formerly belonged to 
ing. I was intending to prea¥h four times the Church in the days of your father, but 
hei:e and I requested the Saints to pray for who, on account of the apostasy, had be
success in declaring the word. They did, come "luke warm" in the cause. I follow
and their prayers were answered. The ed the dictations of the Spirit, and now 
next morning snow was about six inches feel that I have been blessed. 
deep; but the people flocked together at I found there some of the old Saints still 
night and the Lord was with us. The next firm in the faith; saying that they knew 
day the Saints from Camp Creek, (twelve it was the work of God. They desired me 
miles above), came down to the preaching, to hold a meeting there some evening. I 
bringing their children with them; there- at once consented, and went to a friend of 
by. proving that when the heart is right, mine who has a nice hall that will seat 
neither cold nor snow can quench the de- about two hundred and fifty persons; en
sire to hear the truth. The next clay we gaged the hall to preach in on Saturday 
met in prayer-meeting at Br. Saulsbury's. evening, the 4th of March, which we did; 
We had a solemn and pleasing time. The and the attendance was very large, more 
Saints were tolcl by the Spirit that if they than could be seated, many having to 
wuuld not be despondent, they should re- stand. 'l'he stairway leading to the hall 
ceive the gifts of the gospel. Every one was also crowded. vV c held our meeting 
belonging to the Church there took a part, about two hours, and had the best of atten
except the children. At night we had a tion. We had a Catholic Priest and a 
good house, and I closed my testimony in Methodist minister to hear us. They were 
that place. 1Tucle Dobson assisted all 1 very attentive, s,nd had nothing to say in 
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reply. Br. Small and I were greatly blessed 
with the Spirit, and had g1·eat liberty. 
Many have expressed themselves highly 
pleased with the doctrine, and many walk
ed to Hornerstow.ll. on Sunday morning, a 
distance of two miles, to hear me, and 
stayed over until night to hear us at night, 
and then walked home, both men and wo
men. Some that belonged to the Baptist 
Church and some to the Methodist left 
their own meeting to hear us. 

We held two meetings at Hornerstown 
on Sunday, and I went to Allentown on 
Monday, and held a meeting by myself, 
Br. Small having to return tq Philadelphia 
early on Monday morning. I was greatly 
blessed with the Spirit, and had great li
berty in proclaiming the words of eternal 
life and salvation Many have already ex
pressed a determination to unite with us, 
and I believe we will baptize some when 
we go up again. I stopped at New Egypt 
as I came home, and I was compelled, at 
the request of many, to come again. I en, 
gaged a hall for Saturday, the 18th of 
March, and Br. Small and I will go there 
again on that day, the Lord willing. 

My desire is to serve God in righteous
ness, and strive to the best of my ability to 
spread the word in that land. Praying 
that God will assist me with the power of 
his Holy Spirit, that I may do all things 
pleasing in his sight, I ask an interest in 
your prayers that I may be sustained in 
my efforts to forward this great work of 
the last days. With love to all. I now 
close and subscribe myself your brother in 
the everlasting covenant, 

JOSEPH A. STEW AR'l'. 

LEWISVILLE, Monroe Co., Ohio, 
Feb. 14th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-Having seen nothing in 
the Herald since Bro. L. R. Devore remov
ed from this place to West Wheeling 
Branch, I thought I would write a few 
lines, hoping it may find place in the Her
ald. I will tell you how I was brought in
to the gospel.. About a year ago was the 
:first time I heard the truth by Bro. James 
Craig. I was a :Th'Iethodist at the time. He 
preached several times and left. Bro. 
Brnwn came; he told the same truth, it was 
all Scripture, and music to my ear, and 
when Bro. Craig returned, I received a wit
ness from the Lord, for which I had asked, 
and then obeyed. In a few days afterward 
my father came and told me I was ruined, 
ancl had brought disgrace upon him, and 
upon his grand-children, and took a farm 
from me which he had intend!lcl to give 
me, and persecution nm high. I went to 
see Bro. James Brown; indeed my heart 
'.Vas almost broke. He told me that the 
Savior said that whosoever would forsake 
father or mother, house or land, for His 

sake, should receive a hundred fold in this 
life and in the world to come life eternal, 
and many other words of comfort; and he 
went out and prayed for me and I received 
relief right away. Indeed, he is a man of 
God, and I would stand by him. in the de
fence of the gospel, until death. When I 
thirik of the time the Spirit glows withinc 
my heart, which bi::ings joy. I vj.ewed the 
farm on my way home, but I told the Lord 
that I would serve him, and in about three 
weeks I received the full operation of the 
Spirit, when I told the Lord I had done all 
I could do, and all he required. Such 
blessings as I enjoyed clay after day can
not be told. Since that time the riches of 
this world do not bother me. We have. 
meetings twice a week; the Lord meets. 
with us. The Saints are doing well, con
sidering opposition. A combination of sev
eral denominations held meeting at our 
place; they came down upon us few Saints. 
like a mighty avalanche, and thought to 
destroy Mormonism; but forgot to bring 
the truth, and their cunning devised plan 
did not work, although they cairied off 
three into Babylon; but Paul says "Some' 
will depart from the faith, giving heed to 
seducing spirits and doctrines of devils." 

STEPHEN W. HOGUE. 

HUTCHINSON, Jefferson Co., Col., 
March 10th, 1876. 

B1·0. Joseph:-! left Denver last Friday,. 
for the Rocky Mountain Branch, to visit 
the brethren and partake of the sweet em
blems of the Master. I went up on foot, 
accompanied by Br. Ward and Br. A Gal
land; we arrived at the Saints' meeting 
house on Saturday evening; we found the 
Saints as well as usual, but Brn. Warnky 
and Ellis not at home. They had gqne on 
a mission south, to Del Norte. w·e called 
a meeting Sabbath morning; had a good 
time, blessed one child-little l<'red Warn
ky; administered to several who were sick, 
with good effect; and found· books and 
records of the Denver Branch with Bro. 
Kennedy, they were picked up and handed' 
to him. I shall leave here Friday, (to-mor
row), for Denver; I shall try and preach 
there next Sunday; then shall.return home 
and shall call on Br. Montgomery, twenty 
miles up Cherry Creek, Douglas county, if 
the Lord will. The winter has been a fine 
one. Yours in bonds, R. S. vVooD. 

HICKORY GROVE, Neb., 
March 6th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-! thought I would again 
try to warn my neighbors and all that 
would hear the good word of God, and see 
what effect the gospel would have upon 
the people. With this thought and a de
sire to clo good, I set out asking the God 
in whom we trust to bless me in this effort 
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to do his will; and also to bless the word 
spoken. After asking God to arm his fee
ble servant, I started on my errand of peace, 
and God opened the way, and houses and 
places of worship were fiun"' open for the 
purpose of hearing the words of life and 
peace, sent to man in these last days. Up
on every occasion our meetings have l;leen 
crowded, and the prospects in the valley of 
the Missouri River bid fair for a large in
gathering to the Church of Christ. So far 
ns the efforts of Bro. Butler and myself 
have been in this locality, we have not had 
to go and ask a privilege to preach; but 
they have asked us to come, and so we have 
gone; and I am ~roud to say of the peo
ple, they are seekmg after truth; for they 
tell us God must be in this work. 

The result of our labors has been, two 
we!lks ago I went into the water and im. 
mersed an honest soul. Two gave in their 
names but on account of sickness one was 
compelled to defer until another time. On 
last Sabbath we led six faithful ones into 
the waters of baptism. From all I can see, 
I am forced: to the conclusion that ere long 
many more will unite with the Church. 
They give strength to Zion's cause. I be
lieve I never saw so large a promise for 
good as at present. This district begins 
to look for better days. All is peace among 
the Saints, and we will do all we can to 
spread the word. I close, asking the Saints 
there to pray for us. Yours in the bonds 
of the new covenant, Z. S. 1'1IARTIN. 

FONTANELLE, Iowa, 
March 10, 1876. 

B1·0 . .Joseph Smith, dear sir:-A year or 
two ago I read an art'icle in the Herald; 
claiming to come from this region; having 
a clause in H, reading thus: "It would be 
well for some to know that the Lord had 
set some in the Church to prove, or find 
out, who hypocrites and liars are." There 
is a little suspicion in my heart, that some 
who needed the caution, have not read it, 
or if they have, it has been forgotten. Now 
whether the Lord has chosen that man for 
flUCh a purpose or not, it is certain the Book 
·Of Covenants introduces such an idea; and 
there is a man that has proved there has 
been such in the Church; and some out of 
it; an cl the prospect now is, an cl that very 
soon, there will be more proved to be of 
the same stamp, if they are not careful 
what they do and say. And that man is an 
old Mormon at Fontanelle. · 

B. ALDEN. 

Loorrnrn GLASS, Douglas Co., Oreg., 
· Feb. 16th, 1876. 

B1·0. Joseph:-Yesterday I returned from 
Myrtle Creek, where I labored twelve days 
and preached twelve times with liberty. 
I made many friends, and several confessed 

that our doctrine is true. I regretted that 
I had to leave them so soon, but my agree. 
ments call me· away. I have agreed to go 
back and finish up my work at that place; 
some will unite with us there. I was kind
ly entertained at the Oakland Hotel, the 
landlord (Mr. W. B. Drake) and his excel
lent lady made it very pleasant for me. 
Our excellent brother and sister Lee, at 
Myrtle Creek are live Saints. By their 
christian deportment and circulating tracts 
they have made many friends to the truth. 
I am to begin a course of lectures next 
week in Roseburg. 

. February 23rd, 1876.-I am as well as 
usual, and hard at work for the Master, 
with flattering prospects of success. 

Your brother in Christ, J.C. CLAPr. 

NEWTON, Iowa, 
March 6th, 1876. 

Bro . .Joseph Srnith:-A word from New
ton, Iowa,-goocl news,-Bro. John S. Pat
terson has been here nearly two weeks, 
preaching the word of God. A great deal 
of prejudice has been removed by showing 
the difference between the old organization 
of Brigham, and the Reorganized Church. 
Last Sunday a week, he gave a lecture on 
Polygamy that clone more good than any. 
thing we ever had before. Brother Joseph, 
the Newton Branch is in a very good stand. 
ing, and there are a few believing the word. 
vVe hope, ere long, to see a good many of 
them to join in with us to bear the cross 
and to work for salvation. Yours in the 
covenant, JonN X. DAVIS. 

Brn~rnrnnAM, England, 
February 14, 1870. 

Bro . .Joseph:-I feel desirous of express
ing a few thoughts to you as I msoy be di
Tectecl. The English Mission is in a good 
condition at present, and bids fair so to 
continue. If I may judge right there is an 
excellent spirit amongst us, and I believe 
it will remain. Bro. Taylor is well wor
thy of being sustained in his position, be
ing liked by all who are good. He is great
ly interested in the work here, and spares 
no pains or labor where he can attend to 
it. I believe him to be a wise man; a man 
for peace; in fact, the mission has been 
greatly blessed both spiritually and tem
porally through the industry and labors of 
Bro. 'l'aylor. 

After a little the April Conference will 
be sitting to take measures that may be of 
intere~t to the cause; no doubt the English 
Mission will form a prominent subject. 
For one, I feel that the Church, if it be 
possible to send another one here this yem:, 
should send a wise man. I am aware that 
the Church is not rich, and lacks means in 
this direction, and that it has cost the 
Church a great amount of means. Of 
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course, there are men who can do a great 
deal of good, and are the right men to come 
here; and I sincerely hope that you may 
be guided right as touching the interests 
of the English Mission. The brethren are 
generally poor, living from hand to mouth, 
and are not able to do what they wish. 
There is one thing. that ought not to be for
gotten; that is, this spot in the ocean, as a 
general thing, has always done well for 
the cause; especially in past time. I do 
not see why this country should not do 
well again, and be able to assist the Church 
as it did in times past. Of course, I don't 
mean the system adopted by B. Young. I 
foel that the work is going to grow here to 
the surprise and satisfaction of the Saints of 
the Lord in Zion, and it gives me pleasure 
so to speak, as also to write; because I 
know it will be a source of rejoicing both 
to yourself, Blair and others. I look upon 
it that every man's labor is being rewarded 
here from the first; which, I believe, was 
Bro. Charles Derry; to the last that return
ed, Bro. Pattarson. v\Tho may be the favor
ed ones to come next, may the good Lord 
direct and move upon his servants with 
wise discrimination to' wisely determine. 

I have learned something by coming 
here, which I hope I will profit by, all the 
days of my life. One thing has touched 
my mind, it might be simple to some, but 
to me it is of' great value; that is Bro. J os
eph, you recollect the time when you were 
in On1aha, Nebraska, I think it was the 
second time of your being there, you were 
talking with me at the front of Tailor's 
store. You said to me, "Hold fast." I 
have learned the full meaning. of those 
words. At the time they were spoken, I 
did not know the full meaning. I cau now 
see where I htc\'e erred ·and sinned. and if 
the Lord spares me to come back· again; 
which I feel he will, I will try and "hold 
fast" and the borders of Zion and interest 
myself in the work in Omaha. Forgive 
me brother Joseph on the purpose and cove
nant of doing better, I ask. 

I am well, for which I th>tnk God. This 
country agrees with me. The brethren are 
well as far as I know, and have the increase 
of faith that God is a going to make his 
work an honor in this land, to the rejoic
ing of his servants, and so may it be is my 
prayer, amen. 

With best wishes, yonr brother in the 
gospel, JOSEPH GILBERT. 

l?AIBRA VEN, l\Iass., 
March 18th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph:-We have just returned from 
a two month's tour in Connecticut and 
Rhode Island. Tho work prospers. We 
baptized ono in Brooklyn, Connecticut, and 
left six or seven more apparently near the 
kingdom; also baptized one at Simmons-

viUe, Rhode Island, leaving a good num
ber there who are investigating the work; 
some of whom we may reasonably hope 
wi_ll soon come in. Br. George 8. Yerring
ton labors there Sundays, and Br. C. N. 
Brown goes there as often as circumstances 
admit. Expect to be at Dennisport in a 
few days, shall visit all the branches on 
the Cape; thence to Boston, if the Lord 
will, before the conference at Fall River
am willing and ready to respond to any 
call that comes from the Lord. 

We had a good time in Abbington, Con
necticut, near the wolf den, where General 
Putnam killed the wolf. The 'den is in 
Pomfret. I held a meeting a mile from it, 
and after speaking an hour, gave liberty 
for remarks or questions, if any desired a 
better understanding of the gospel of the 
kingdom; and after two good witnesses to 
the truths that had been brought forth had 
spoken, an Advent minister arose, saying, 
he felt it his duty to warn the people 
itgainst the errors that had been put forth, 
as it was what all enthusiasts practiced to 
make the people believe they were the 
Church of God, because the apostles had 
power to perform miracles, that we pretend
ed to do the same as they did; but that we 
were deceivers; and after trying for about 
fifteen minutes to make the people believe 
that it was nothing but excitement, he took 
his seat. His abusive and ungentlemanly 
discourse called for such a reply that left 
him as quiet as Putnam's wolf after receiv
ing two balls and nine buck shot. The 
promise is to the faithful that the Lord 
will make them strong in every place. 

One Advent brother went with me, 
and on onr way back said he would go no 
more with the Adventists; for they could 
not find one scriptural argument to bring 
against the gospel. Truth triumphed over 
error. 

Dear brother, pray for me and for all 
that have forsaken all that those must for
sake that go forth v,s rnapers in the Lord's 
great harvest field. From your brother in 
the one faith, JESSE w. NICHOLS. 

SYDNEY, Feb. ;7th, 1876. 
B1'. Joseph:-I came here to visit the 

Saints, and intend leaving to.day for a new 
field on the Manning River. I hear since 
here there are no less than ten Elders ar
rived here from Utah. They have opened 
meetings here; but no attendance. They 
are scattering and rather . .indifl:erent about 
prea,ehing-poor follows they have.a hard 
mission. There is no fear of them gaining 
much ground. Fanny Stenhouse is now 
at Melbourne. The Elders are scattered as 
follows: Two to Tasmania, from Sydney 
400 miles; two to Melbourne, from Sydney 
600 miles; two to New Zealand, from Syd
ney 1,000 miles; two to Queensland, from 
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Sydney 900 miles; and two are here. They 
keep aloof, and we mind our own business. 
Their name is enough here. 

Hoping this may find all well with you 
and yours. With kind regards to yourself, 
Br. Oliver, Br. Blair, Br. Banta, and all 
who know me. Br. Ellis joins in love to 
you and Br. Oliver, and all in the office. 
I remain your brother in the gospel, 

. G. RODGER. 

OMAHA, March 22, 1876. 
Bro. M. B. Oliver:-I inclose herewith, 

for the Herald. * * I continue to fight for 
the truth. In om; district many are also 
added to the Church. Always praying for 
the success of the good cause, I remain 
your brother in the great latter-day work. 
My respect to the Plano Saints. 

JOHN AvONDET. 

Spring River District. 
Conference was held at the Pleasant View 

Branch, February 4th, 1876, John A. Da
vis presiding. 

Friday evening occupied in ,prayer and 
testimony. 

Saturday morning.-Remarks by the pre
sident. Minutes of the last conference read 
and accepted. 

Branch reports.-Mound Valley 28 mem
bers, 3 died. Pleasant View 63 members, 1 
received by vote on original baptism, 2 ex
pelled, 1 died. Columbus 21 members, 1 
baptised and 1 received by letter. Jack
sonville, .Toplin, Newtonia, Galesburg, Arm
strong, Cadamy,-no reports. 

Elders W. S. Taylor, E. Depue, R. H. Da
vis, I. R. Ross, J. T. Davies, John A. Da
vies and J. Dutton reported. Priests Chas. 
M. Fulks, Curtis Randall and B. F. Bird 
reported. Teacher Richard Bird. Deacons 
Charles Bird and R. M. Barmore. 

Afternoon session.-Moved and seconded 
that Elders and Priests labor in the minis
try as much as their circumstances will ad
mit. 

Moved and carried that we sustain Bro. 
John T. Davies as a Seventy, laboring un
der the direction of the Quorum of the 
Twelve, with our faith, prayers and means. 

The secretary read a letter from the 
Church Secretary, asking for information 
respecting the case of Stephen Maloney, 
when it was moved and carried that the 
case be referred to a general council of El
ders, to meet at the house of Elder John T. 
Davies, for a reconsideration of his case.
Adopted. 

The Elders met at the house of Br. Davis 
on Saturday evening, and the members met 
at the school house for prayer and testimo
ny, Priest Curtis Randall presiding. 

At the Elders' Council, the case of Steph
en Maloney was reconsidered, and the fol
lowing motion pr~vailed : that W, S. Tay
lor, I. R Ross, and J. Dutton be appointed 
a committee to write out a synopsis of the 
proceedings of the council, and send it to 
the authorities at Plano, for their consider
ation. 

Motion was made and accepted that. this 
conference sustain all the authorities of the 
Church in righteousness. 

Sunday morning -Preaching by Elder 
J. A. Davies. Aflernoon.-The secretary 
was instructed to write to the Armstrong 
Cadamy Branch, requesting them to report 
at our next, conference, as no report has 
been received for a Jong time. 

Moved and carried that the next confer
ence be held at the Columbus Branch, May 
5th, 1876. 

A two day's meeting was appointed to be 
held at GaJesburg Branch, 11th and 12th of 
March, 1876. John A. Davies was chosen 
president for the nPxt. three months. 

Sunday evening.-Preaching by Elder R. 
H. Davis. Officiltls present: One of the 
Seventy, 9 Elders, 4 Priests, 1 Teacher, 2 
Deacons. 

Welsh Mission. 
Conference wa.s held at the Saints' Chap

el, Llanelly, Wales, Nov. 14th, 1875; Rob(. 
Evans president, John R. Gibbs clerk. Re
port of last Annual Conference read and 
accepted. 

The western district, was reported in an 
improving condition; five had been baptiz
ed, and a prospect for ntany more. John 
R. Gibbs president. Toe eastern dietrict 
was reported by Robe:rt Evans, president; 
five had been baptized. 

The following Elders reported: Thos E. 
Jenkins, R Thomas, J Ha.rry; J. R. Gibbs 
and Robert Evans. John R. Gibbs report
ed the book iwcount for the mission, from 
April 25 to November 12, 1875. Received 
£5 8s lld, paid out £2 10s, in hand £2 18s 
11, due to Herald Office £1 18. 

Resolved that WiHam Basgelt be ordained 
to the office of~an Elder. That David Lew
is be ordained to the office of Priest. 

That this conference do authorize a com -
mittee of six persons to select hymns and 
publish a Hymn Book for the service of the 
Church in Wales, namely, R Evans. J. R. 
Gibbs, Thomas Williams, J. Hughes and D. 
Lewis. 

Resolved that we endorse the resolution 
of the General Conforence of the Church in 
America in appointing Br. Robert Evans as 
the successor of Br. John T. Davies in the 
presidency of the Welsh Mission. 

That John R. Gibbs be authorized to send 
to the Herald Office for the money that is 
left there, in aid of the Welsh Mission, to 
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pay the money that was borrowed for the 
emigration of Elder John T. Davies. 

Officers present: 1 Seventy, 10 Elders, 1 
Teacher. 

2 p.m.-The different Quorums of the 
Church were sustained; also T. Taylor as 
president of the European Mission, and l't. 
Evans president of the Welsh Mi8sion; T. 
Jenkins, of the Seventy, and J. R. Gibbs 
president of the western district. 

Thos. E. Jenkins gave an able discourse 
from Romans 3 : 24. 

6 p.m.-preaching by Elder J. R. Gibbs, 
from John 3: 7; followed by the president. 

Adjourned to meet at Aberaman on the 
second Sunday in May, 1876. 

Galland's Grove District. 
The conference of this district met at Gal

land's Grove, on the 8th of January, 1876. 
Eli Clothier president, John Pett secretary. 

Opening address by the president. He 
requested those who spoke, to speak to the 
point, and avoid contention. Visiting 
brethren were invited to take part. 

Thirty-two official members present. 
.Branch Reports.-Galland's . Grove 143 

members; North Coon 21 members; Salem 
65 members; Boon County 35 members; 
Boyer Valley 37 members. Harlan Branch 
report not accepted. Mason's Grove and 
Camp Creek Branches failed to report. 

Evening Session-Elders' Reports: Thos. 
Dobson, Thomas Nutt, Robert Montgomery, 
Frank Reynolds, Charles D. Butterworth, 
Thomas W. Chatburn, B. F. Wicks, Ralph 
Jenkins, Henry Halliday, David Chambers, 
Eli Clothier, N. Booth, Milton Lynch, John 
Pett and Ira Goff. reported. 

On motion, the money in the hands of the 
:Bishop's Agent, $6.45, together with a do
nation of $10 90, were applied for the re-
lief of Father Butterick. , 

A motion was made and carried to recon
sider a resolution concerning dancing, 
passed by this conference in January, 
1875, making dancing a test of fellowship. 
The following resolution was passed: That 
after repeated admonition, those who dance, 
if they do not discontinue it, it be made a 
test of fellowship. 

Sabbath, 9 A.M.-That we as a conference 
sustain the Board of Publication in any 
change they in their wisdom may make in 
the Herald. 

Brn. T. W. Chatburn and John Rounds 
were appointed to labor in the district; Br. 
Robert Montgomery was continued in his 
former mission; and Br. 'l'homas Dobson's 
mission was continued, with Br. J. A. Mcin
tosh to be associated with him. 

That all the Elders and Priests whose la
bors are not required in the branches, labor 
all they can, and report by letter or other
wise to the next conference. 

11 A.M.-Preaching by Br. James Crabb. 
3 P.M.-Some miscellaneous business was 

disposed of, and the authorities of th& 
Church sustained in righteousness. 

That when we ·adjourn, we do so to meet 
at Mason's Grove, on Friday, the 2d of 
June, 1876. · 

6:30 P.M.-Br. James Caffall preached to 
a large and attentive congregation. 

Central Missouri District. 
The above named conferenc.e was held at 

the house of Br. J. D. Craven,. near Knoxc 
ville, Ray county, Missouri, February 5th· 

I and 6th, 1876. · · 
, An informal Council of the Elders was• 

held at nine o'clock, in which Br. T. W. 
Smith, of the Twelve, read the editorial in 
the Herald of February 1st, on the subject 
of Business Reform, and explained and en
dorsed the same, urging the Saints to take 
the matter into prayerful consideration; and 
to endeavor to carry out the ideas contained 
therein, as far as they concern them as a 
district. Other Elders expressed them
selves as being in perfect accord with the 
proposition. . . · 

The hour for conference having arriv(ld, 
Br. E. N. Ware, presiding Elder of the dis
trict, suggested the appointment of T. W. 
Smith to the presidency of the conference, 
which was unanimously approved. Br. ·A. 
J. Cato was chosen clerk, and Br. E. N. 
Ware as assistant. 

Minutes of last conference read and ap
proved. 

The following branches sent in report& 
which not being found correct, were, by 
order of conference, referred back for cor
rection: Hazel Dell, Knoxville and Carrol-
ton. W aconda report forgotten. 

Visiting Elders were requested to take 
part. 

That the branches of this district observe 
the order in section 17, paragraph 25, in re
gard to sending reports to conference. 

That this conference will not accept re
ports unless made upon the blanks issue& 
by the publication office, and filled accord
ing to the requirements of the law and thfr 
request of the General Church Recorder. 

Clerks of branches were requested to, 
make full and detailed copies of their re· 
speclive branches, and send same to Gener
al Church Recorder. 

That the district purchase one of the dis
trict records issued by the Board of Publi
cation. 

Elders' Reports.-Emsley Curtis, J. B .. 
Belcher, J. D. Craven, E. N. Ware, A. J. 
Cato, reported. Br. Curtis had baptized 7, 
Br. Craven 2, and Br. Cato 17. Teacher 
John Allison reported. 

The committee appointed by last confer
ence to investigate the cases of Brn. Henry 
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Ware, John Schiller, Frank Mossbarger, 
JohnL. Traughber, Sr., and John L. Traugh
ber, Jr., reported and recommended that 
their request to have their names erased 
from the Church record, be granted; when 
the following was passed: 

Resolved that a committee of three Elders 
be appointed by the chair to try these cases 
upon charges to be preferred by the breth
ren, who had investigated their case and re
port at next conference.· Albert Wood, 
Aaron Young and J. D. Craven were ap
pointed said committee. 

Resolved that section 59, paragraph 2, 
requires a weekly observance of the sacra
ment and offering of oblations. 

Bishop's Agent's Report.-Cash on hand 
last report $2.25, received $2, total $4.25, 
-paid out $4.25. Report accepted. 

Brn. Wm. Summerfield, James Kemp and 
E. N. Ware were appointed as a committee 

· to draft an order of business to govern our 
conferences. 

Brn. A. J. Cato and W. C. Kinyon were 
appointed to labor together in Carroll and 
i\Jhariton counties; Brn. Emsley Curtis and 
Albert Woodin under the direction of the 
district president. 

Resoived that we request the Saints in 
Jackson county to attach themselves to this 
district, by the consent of the district to 
which they belong. 

~fet in special session at six o'clock, to 
finish the business of the conference. 

Twenty-five officials present. 
Resolved that we sustain all the spiritual 

authorities of the Church in righteousness. 
Preaching by Br. T. W. Smith, subject, 

"The Rock on which the Church is built." 
That Br. J. D. Craven be appointed by 

this conference to represent this district at 
the Annual Conference to be held at Pl:ano; 
in April next. 

Resolved that we sustain Br. A. J. Cato, 
as secretary of this district. 

Resolved that we sustain Br. T. W. Smith 
in his present mission, and thank him for 
ihe aid rendered us while in our midst. 

That we petition the Annual Conference 
io have Br. T. W. Smith continued in his 
present mission. 

That we, as a conference, endorse the 
sentiments of Br. Joseph, published in the 
Herald of February 1st, 1876, on -Business 
Reform. 

Sunday, Feb. 6, 9 A.M.-Met for a season 
-0f prayer and testimony-the meeting last
ed four hours, during which time the gifts 
cf the gospel were abundantly enjoyed-it 
was a real Pentecost. 

Preaching by T. W. Smith in the after
noon,- on the redemption of Zion: good liber
ty was enjoyed. 

Seven o'clock, preaching by Br. Smith, 
subject, "Organization of the Church." 

That we adjourn to meet in the Waconda 
Branch, -0n the first Saturday in May, at 
10 o'clock. 

A number of questions were asked and 
1tnswered on polnts of doctrine. 

A VOICE IN THE DESERT. 

The following excellent poem was sent us 
by Br. R. S. Wood, of Middle Kiowa, Colo.; 
who the author is we do not know. It is a 
gem well worth reading and preserving. 

The west was gorgeous with its sunset splendor, 
The gathered flowers of Light's resplendent crown 

Bloom after bloom did Paradise surrender, 
As if the gardens of the blest came down. 

The east was piled with clouds of storm and thunder
Huge mountains, seamed with bolts of hurtling 

fire-
~ Now, swept by gales that tore theJr cliffs asunder, 

And then, in weird convulsions heaving higher. 

frer the sun's couch the roses still kept blowing; 
And royal lilies, starred with purple eyes, 

And banks of golden daffodils kept growing, 
Soft ridge on ridge, along the glowing skies. 

But down the gorges of the storm's Sierras, 
The rain and hail in roaring cascades fell; 

The lightning, playing like a dance of furies, 
Pictured the nameless scenery of Hell. 

On the vast plains, where I beheld the.vision, 
On one side beauty, on the other dread

Between the tempest and the scene elysian
An antelope unfrighted bowed its head. 

Beside a stunted shrub, alone, unfriended, 
It waited 'midst the awful desert place1 

As if at home and tenderly defended, 
Eve's radiance and the storm-glare on its face. 

I saw the dying of the western splendor; 
I saw the darkness of the tempest fall; 

And heard a mystic voice, i'ii accents tender, 
Out of the brooding terror to me call:-

"O, wanderer o'er life's deserts· and its mountains, 
In storm and sunshine, with uncertain feet, 

Pining for joy of the immortal fountains, 
And clinging still to all of earth that's sweet; 

"One heart is in the thunder and the roses, 
One hand the honey and the gall distills; 

He, who up@n the Infinite reposes, 
His place in Heaven's grand order meetly fills. 

"Whato'er his path, however sad its yearning, 
The glory, or the darkness overhead, 

Upon it Love's unchanging smile is beaming, 
And to the perfect Good his steps are led." 

ADDRESSES. 
J. H. Hanson, Milton, Santa Rosa Co., Fla. 
C. G. Lanphear, Box 205, Sandwhich, De 

Kalb Co., Illinois .. 
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:Board of Publication. 
Minutes of the meeting of the Board, held 

March 7th, 1876. Present, Brn. Israel L. 
Rogers, John Scott, W. W. Blair and Joseph 
Smith. 

After the usual opening exercises, the 
Secretary and Superintendent's reports 
were received, read and acted upon. 

REPORT of Secretary on Finances, August 
16th, 1875, to February 16th, 1876: 
Cash on hand August 16th, 1875 $ 69 34 
Total cash receipts . $5;141 12 

EXPENDITURES. 
Paid employees 
Stamps, bi-monthly mail 
Freight, expressage, incidentals 
Joseph Lere hauling coal 
H. A. Stebbins on account 
Store fixtures, wood and sawing 
E. Banta, on deposit for tickets 
On other deposits 
.J. W. Briggs, on account 
D. Williams & Co., on account 
Church of J.C. of L. D. S. 
Chicago firms, stock and binding 
:M. Fyrando 
D. H. Smith 
Jane Henning, rent 
W. L. Tidd, binding 
H. Stoffregen for D. F. Lambert 
Cash on hand, Feb. 16th, 1876 

$5,210 46 

$2,701 65 
239 53 
313 41 

47 55 
3 00 

34 50 
100 00 
152 62 

75 12 
172 68 

83 60 
1,009 54 

27 49 
8 65 

100 00 
40 00 
32 00 
69 12 

$5,210 46 
Statement of aggregate resources including 

bills and accounts receivable, books, stock, 
printing material, cash, &c., $17,553 26. 

Statement of Liabilities, including accounts 
and bills payable, deposites, &c., 

$3,794 42. 
Excess of Resources over Liabilities to 

balance, $13,758 84. 
SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 

Aside from the genernl work on the 
HERALD and HOPE, the following had been 
done during the nine months ending March 
1st, 1876: 

1500 reward cards, 1000 prompt attend
ance tickets, 2000 No. 10 eight page tracts 
from plate&, 2000 No. 16 ten page tracts 
from plates, 1000 envelopes, 15860 impres
sions Branch and District Records, '5080 
No. 28 eight page tracts from type, 100 
small notices, 400 Herald supplements, 2000 
No. 21, one page tracts from plates, 1000 
No. 1 eight page tracts from plates, 1000 
No. 8 sixteen page tractsfrom plates, 1000 
No. 24 four page tracts from plates, 1000 
No. 9 twenty-four page tracts from plates, 
8448 impressions nDoctrie and Covenants, 
150 tags, 500 letter heads, 150 circulars, 
1000 letters of removal, 24, 7 50 impressions 
Hymn Books, 500 envelopes, 500 postal 
cards, 4 forms, 1000 No. 7 four page tracts 
from plates, 1000 No. 25 four page tracts 

from plates, 4000 impressions Rules of 
Order, 96,000 ems composition, 12,000 im
pressions Discussion, 275,000 ems Discus
sion, one-half Hesperia set and printed, job 
work for $446.70. 

It was ordered that the Utah Chapel 
fund be paid to the Bishop-amounting to 
$8.25. 

Also that the Welsh Mission fund be paid 
to J. R. Gibbs, per vote of Welsh Conference 
$26.43. 

It was ordered that there be five hundred 
copies of the Book of Mormon printed. 

There having_ been no meeting of the 
Board in December, it was ordered that the
two quarterly reports be consolidated in one, 
and be the report of the Board to Conference. 

An auditing committee was appointed. 
Board adjourned subject to call of Presi

dent, after the April Conference. 
I. N. W. CooPER, Secretary. 

Information Wanted • . . 
WHERE IS HE ?-Bro. Martin' Lund wall of 

Omaha, Neb., desires to know the where
abouts of Johan Heedin from Sweden. In
formation will be thankfully received. 

Massachusetts District. 
ERRATUM.- The Massachusetts District 

will convene at Fall River, Mass., on the 
15th and 16th of April, 1876, instead of on 
the 13th and 14th, as per notice in Herald, 
page 188, current volume. · 

DIED. 
At Arrns Foundry, Tenn., December 23d, 

1875, Bro. I. D. Gore, aged 56 years. He 
was baptized by J. H. Hansen. He former
ly belonged to the Met.hodist Church, and 
when he was called to pass away, he was 
asked how it was with him, which religion 
was the best? He replied all was well. He 
bade his family all farewell, charging his 
wife to raise his children up in the nurture 
of the Lord, and requested that they all em
brace the latter day work, that that was 
the faith once delivered to the Saints. He 
passed away rejoicing in the promises of 
our blessed Lord and Savior, and in the 
hope of a glorious resurrection. 

Near Camden, Benton county, Tennesee, 
January 3, 1876, of dropsy, Tiney Ellen, 
daughter:of Reuben and Liza Capps, aged 2 
years, 5 months, and 19 days. 

Near Camden, Benton county Tennessee, 
March 4th, 1876, of consumption, Sr. Liza 
Capps, born on tbe 23rd of March, 1859, 
baptized by Elder B. H. Ballowe on the 9th 
of February, 1868. * * * Elder Reuben 
Capps is now left with four little girls. Any 
one knowing of a good locality where there 

1 is an organized branch of the Church, where 
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the goorl sisters woulrl assist in teaching 
them to be house-keepers, will confer a 
favor by addressing Reuben Capps, Johnson 
ville, Humphreys Co., Tenn. 

At Union Fort, Salt Lake county, Utah, 
:'.\iarch 14th, 1876, at 5 A.M., of scarlet 
fever, Sarah Pidd Smith, aged 7 years, 4 
months and. 11 days, daughter of Wm. P. 
and Sarah Smith. Funeral services by El
ders P. H. Reinsimar and R. Warnock, in 
the Union Fort School House. A large con
gregation assembled to sympathize with 
the bereaved. The best respect was shown. 
This child of promise was beloved by all 

• who knew her. Many of the missionaries 
to Utah will mourn for the loss to our be
loved brother and sister. 

At Henniferville, Summit Co., Utah, 
February 9th, 1876, of the effects of a cold, 
Sister Mary A. Thomas, aged 65 years. 
Funeral sermon by Elder Stephen .Foster. 
The deceased united with the Church in an 
early day in Wales. Emigrated to Utah, 
and under the administration of Elder E. C. 
Brand she became a member of the Reor
ganized Church, in the year 1870. She re
tained her membership in the Church until 
death. 

At Savanna, Carroll Co., Illinois, Feb. 
25th, 1876, Joseph Monroe, son of Br. 
Edward Lawrence, aged 3 years, 1 month, 
and 26 days. 

A Protest. 
To the Elders of the Pacific Slope §fission, 

greeting:-Having read in the Herald of 
March 1st, 1876, a notice that the Annual 
Conference of the Pacific Slope Mission 
would convene at Washington Corners, 
Alameda county, California, on April 6th 
next, instead of at Stockton, San Joaquin 
county, California, as per resolution of ad
journment of said conference; and that the 
change has been made "at the earnest re
quest of many Elders and Saints," &c. As 
ono of the Elders of this conference I pro
test against this change and the manner of 
bringing it about. There was, as near as 
I can remember, about thirty-five Elders 
present when the vote to adjourn was taken. 
A majority vote adjourned the conference 
to Stockton, April 6th, 1876. Bear in mind, 
the Elders who thus voted were doing the 
business of the Church at the proper time 
and place. 

The change is made by the president pro 
tem., "at the earnest request of many El
ders;" clearly they can not be the ones who 
thus voted. Now comes the issue; the de
cision of those who were doing the business 
of the Church is ignored; and the request of 
those who wer.e not doing business for the 
Church is granted! Is this consistent? The 
conference did not grant this power to its 
presiding officer. If a president has a right 

to alter or ignore one resolution independent 
of the body that framed and adopted it, on 
the same principle he has a right to do away 
with an other, or all. Then of what use is 
the body? It would be better to stay a 
home. 

As one of that body who were doing the 
business of the Church at the time and 
place appointed, I demand, as I believe it 
to be my privilege, to know who the "many 
Elders" are who so requested the change. 
I know of a goodly number who are as much 
surprised as myself at the change. But I 
speak for myself. 

The Senator may be a power for good or 
evil in the halls of Congress, but he is only 
a unit at home; and any other private citi
zen may be as good as he then. 

I am always willing the majority should 
rule; but the majority in conference is one 
thing, and the majority out of conference is 
another. 

I would suggest that if yo!! wish to honor, 
somewhat, the resolution to adjourn, that a 
few Elders, enough to form a quorum for 
doing business, convene at Stockton at the 
time appointed in the usual way, and then 

· adjourn to Washington Corners same day. 
"In the multitude of counselors there is 
safety." Respectfully submitted, 

P. CANAVAN. 
March 7th, 1S76. 

--···~·" .. __ _ 
Extract From Church "Rules of Order." 

CHAPTER XV.-CHURCH RECORDS. 

SEC. 173. It has been thought advisable 
to give in this volume some instructions on 
the subject of preparing reports of branches 
in a proper manner for the use of the Gen
eral Church Recorder, so that there may be 
a uniformity of method in reporting, and 
that br1mch officers may be able to furnish 
him with all that is necessary to make and 
keep a perfect record of the whole Church, 
which is in accordance with the command
ment, and in keeping with the rules of the 
Church. 'l'he law relating to this subject 
reads as follows: 

"It shall be the duty of the several church
es composing the Church of Christ to send 
one or more of their teachers to attend the 
several conferences, held by the elders of 
the Church, with a list of the names of the 
several members uniting themselves with 
the Church since the last conference, or 
send by the hand of some priest, so that a 
regular list of all the names of the whole 
Church may be kept in a book, by cne of 
the elders, whoever the other elders shall 
appoint from time to time, and also if any 
have been expelled from the Church, so that 
their names may be blotted out of the gen
eral Church record of names."-D. & C. 
17: 25. 

From this explicit order we see that it is 
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necessary for all the branches of the Church 
to make out and send from time to time, or 
from conference to conference, full and cor
rect reports thereof; and, furthermore, that 
this law is made obligatory and is of binding 
force upon each and every one of .n-id 
branches, to the intent that a record of all 
'Of them may be kept in regular order. 

For, according to the passage quoted, the 
object of thus reporting, the whole object of 
it, is the placing in the possession of the 
Church Recorder, as quickly as possible,. 
&ccurate and systematic reports from all 
parts of the Church; said reports being 
made out for that purpose and that purpose 
alone,-the sendfog of them to conference 
being only a preliminary movement for the 
purpose of ensuring their transmission to 
the appointed recording officer of the Church. 

It is distinctly written that, "lt shall be 
the duty of the several churches," to con
form to this regulation. And, to make cer
tain that this impprtant matter shall be car
ried out, a further regulation requires the 
providing a sure transit of these valuable 
documents to their destination, and this by 
means of certain officers who shall see that 
they are regularly conveyed to the various 
<Jonferences. It is plainly a duty to get them 
there, and, doubtless it is intended, that if 
these officers cannot go in person they shall 
send the reports. 

SEC. 174. After these have done their 
duty it devolves upon the presidents and 
<Jlerks of districts, or conferences, to faith
fully transmit to the General Recorder the 
reports which have come into their hands 
through this careful provision of the law. 

These reports shall contain the names of 
all those added to the Church, or lost from 
it, during the interval occurring since the 
last report. The necessity of this is seen 
from the fact that without these the reports 
are of no value to the Recorder. ' 

With the names of those uniting there 
should always be ~ent the date and place of 
birth; date, place. and by whom baptized; 
by whom confirmed; and, also, if holding 
any office in the Church, the name thereof 
and time, place and by whom ordained: 
This full record of items should also be giv
-en with the names of those received by let
ter, or by vote, the same as with those bap
tized in the branch; because, wherever 
members are reported from, there is where 
the items of their citizenship in the Kingdom 
of God will be looked for. 

These facts are just as essential for the 
branch and General Record in one case as 
in the other, for the branch authorities need 
them; and also the Church Recorder is often 
called upon for information of this kind, 
but, from the custom of recording their 
names only, as !hey move from branch to 
branch, he finds that much labor in sea.rch- ' 

ing has after all proved in vain, even when 
he knows the names of the various branches 
of which the person has been a member. 

This neglect to be properly recor<].ed has 
placed many names without items upon the 
Church Record, and, in time, the party for
gets them themselves, and, wishing to know 
them, writes to the Recorder only to find 
that they can not be obtained from the r,e
cord of any branch they have lived in. 
Hence it is an error to suppose that the 
names only of those received by letter are 
needed. 

Elders administering baptism should give 
a Certificate of the fact to ,each .one, those 
in branches as well as to ssattered ones, 
and then the parties could always be in 
possession of the items. 

The names of branches to which, or from 
which, members remove, should be given, 
as it is often important to know the various 
places where they have been. 

The first name of each member should: be 
written in full, to distinguish men from 
women, and for other reasons. The middle 
initial, if any, should be given, bec.ause first 
names are sometimes alike in the same 
branch, or in various parts of the Church. 

Changes in name by marriage should be 
reported. 

The record of children blessed should be 
kept on branch records, but are not required 
on the General Church Record. 

The names and items of all those ordained 
, from time to time in the branches, and of 
' those received as previously ordained in 
other branches, should be reported in reg-
ular order. · 

The dates ofremovals by letter, expulsions 
and death should be given with the names 
of those thus lost to the Church. 

Branch clerks should in all cases see that 
names reported agree in number with the 
statistics in the report. 

Clippings. 
-The Bible is now published in more 

than two hundred different languages and 
dialects. 

-The citizens of Madrid, in Spain, have 
publicly burned the Concordat, before the 
palace of the Papal Nuncio. It is also said 
that distributors of the Bible and religious 
tracts are now frequently seen in Spain. 

-The increase in value of church pro
perty during last year, in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the United States, 
amounts to $7,000,000. 

-The Presbyterian Church has 5,664 mis
sionaries at work in foreign lands. The 
present number of communicants in connec
tion with that church is 249,528, showing 
an increase of 70,000 within the last :fifteen 
years. · 

-There are three hundred and eighty-five 
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churches in the city of Philadelphia. No 
other large city in our country ha~ as great 
a number of churches in proportion to the 
population. . . . . 

-In Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi, 
with a population of 2,100,000, th er~ a.re hut 
100,000 church members, 650 mmisters, 
850 churches, of which 350 are vacant. In 
eight parishes in Louisiana, with a popula
tion of 60,000, of which 38,000 are colored, 
there is no Protestant church. 

-The New Testament is being' translated 
and published in ~h~ Japa:nese language, _hy 
the American miss10ns.ries. The English 
and Japanese are printed in ~arall~l. col
umns an arrangement which will facilltate 
the :m'astery of both languages, enabling the 
natives to learn English, and foreigners 
Japanese. There is no sound in the Japan
ese tongue which corresponds to either the 
letter L or "th." · 

-The Young Men's Christian Associa
tion, which has recently closed its session 
at St. Louis. discussed the question, "Why 
do so many churches fail to reach the poor?" 
They came to this conclusion: "That t~e 
-0nly remedy for the evil is, first, to bml_d 
plainer churches and invite the poor cordi
ally to them, proving the sincerity of this 
invitation, and making it consistent by abol
ishing the system of pew renting; second, 
to seek out the poor and carry the gospel 
to them." 

-The Roman Catholics are putting forth 
strong ·efforts to secure spiritual supremacy 
in China. The whole empire has been di
vided into twenty-four missions, governed 
by nineteen Bishops and five prefects Apos
tolic, of Italian, French, Spanish and Bel
gium nationalities; each district supplied 
with not less than four, and some of them 
with as many as twenty European mission
aries. In Canton a cathedral is rapidly ap
proaching completion, which, for architec
tural finish and magnificent proportions, 
will be unrivaled in the Empire, and com
par\) favorably with almost. every similar 
structure in Europe. 

-A representation, . consisting of males 
and females; from five different Shaker so
cieties, recently held a meeting in Boston, 
for the purpose of presenting and .defend
ing their peculiar faith. To become mission
aries is a new feature among the people. 
One of their prominent tenets is the aboli
tion of marriage, or a total separation of 
the sexes, In this way they propose the 
renovation of the race. To the uninitiated 
it looks as if the extinction of the race 
would be inevitable. Shakerism was intro
duced into this country from England in the 
year 1774, by Ann Lee. ...... ..,._.,__ __ 

The human mind should be a globe of 
hu!I1anit.y moving on the poles of truth. 

Easy to Preach; Difficult to Practice. 
MR. BEEC~ER ON SELF-C-ONTROL. 

Rring me a horse that is large built and' 
full of fire, and to-morrow let me put my 
strength against his. I cannot outdraw him.. 
Neither can I push with as much force as h1r 
can. If he put his shoulder to my should~r,. 
he will overcome me. I cannot change him 
so that he shall hot be the same strong, cor- · 
ageous· steed that he is. But give me a bri
dle-if you please let it be as thin as gossa
mer-and I can put it on him, and mount. 
him and ride him, and control him, as if 
he had less strength than I. He will be. as· 
pliab1.e and docile under my hand as a child 
in the cradle. In like manner, many facul
ties in man's soul, if you undertake to roofl· 
them out by force, to browbeat them, rise
up with indignation, and cast off your sway; 
but there is such a thing as leaping astride 
of them, and making them serve you i~ the 
saddle. There is no man who cannot, if he 
will, ride his vanity and. make it dec.ent-
who cannot ride his pride and make it be
have itself. Like wild-asses' colts, they may 
snuff the east wind, and bound, and resist, 
as much as they please, but they can easily
be rendered manageable by a determined 
will. Where there is this strong and brute· 
instinct, you cannot eradicate it_, but you.. 
are under obligation to control rt ; not to 
hide it, but to make it submit to moral judg
ments, instead of lower, physical and flesh
ly judgments. 

---·----
A Wise Remark. 

"Having in my youth," says a cele?rated
Persian writer, "notions of severe piety, I 

·used to ris~.in the night to watch, pray, and 
to read the Koran. One night, whilst deep
ly engage~ in these ex~rcises, a ma~ of.. 
practical virtue awo~e whilst I was re~dmg. 
•Behold ' said I to him, 'thy other children 
are lost in irreligious slumber, whilst I alone 
awake to praise Goel.' •Son of my soul,' he 
answered, 'it is better to sleep than t? ,;vake 
to remark the faults of thy brethren. 

When all that is worldly turns to dross 
around us, books only retain their steady 
value. When friends grow cold, and t~e 
converse of intimates languishes into vapid' 
civility and commonplace, these only con
tinue the unaltered countenance of better 
davs and cheer us with that true friendship.· 
which never deceived hope or deserted sor
row.- Washington Irving. 

Fashionable society is a merry-go-round, 
that first makes us giddy and then sick. 

History gives us many illustrious villians ,, 
but never an illustrious miser . 

If men are so wicked with religion, what. 
would they be without it. 
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The Philoimphy oil' lProtestanta 
i!lm. 

There are two elements in Protestant
ism-two divisions of Protestants. There 
are Protestants proper, and those who 
protest against Protestantism - inde
pendents; the former have the apostolic 
succession, the latter are ~ilt, as Mr. 
Beecher has observed of all churches, 
Qn the same basis that schools or debat
ing societies are. Protestant sects that 
hold to the apostolic succession must be 
classified with the Greek, Roman and 
Armenian divisions of apostate chris
tianity; and all these divisions or sects 
having been grafted into the olive tree 
are a part of Israel, and a.ll toi:;:ether re
present Israel in captivity, and are call
ed, by St. John, "Babylon." J,uther 
likened the condition of the Chureh in 
his day to Zion in captivity. 'l'he com
parison is good, inasmuch as the captiv
ity was a punishment of Tsrael for sin, 
and Gentile Israel is under a broken 
covenant. If Luther thought himself a 
sacred deliverer, the parallel does not 
hold good. He did not deliver the 
Church, nor any part of it. He had no 
commission. No mention of him or his 
work is made by the prophets in their 
programme of the future of the Church. 
God did not answer him by dream or 
vision, nor by Urim or 'l'hummim. He 
did not lay claim to a single one of the 
gifts that Christ said should character
ize the believer. The God of Israel did 
not recognize him; how could he de
liver the church? He lio-htened the 
burdens of those who follow~d him. He 
did reprove the task!llasters. He insti
tuted great reforms. He did revive 

Whole No. 344, 

truths that had become obscured. Ile 
did it by the aid of Wickliffe, Huss, 
Waldo and others who had preceded 
him-many of whom had gone to the 
stake for the same truths. He did it 
by his great learning, and by the aid of 
the German princes, who interposed 
their arms to save him from the custo
mary burning. He had, too, the aid of 
St. Augustine, who, in the fourth cen
tury, expounded the doctrine of justi
fication by faith. This doctrine was 
Luther's chief instrumentality. It in
spired his zeal; with it he beat down 
the pretentions of a corrupt priesthood; 
with it he comforted their victims and 
upon it based the faction that he r~ared. 
As St. Augustine provided the doctrine 
of Protestantism, so his experience was 
the anti-type of Protestant experiences. 
Getting religion in the days of the apos
tles was a simple process. The believer 
repented, was baptized, and received 
the Holy Ghost by the laying on of 
hands. 'I'his order was broken in upon 
so early as Augustine's time; for his 
experience was of the modern type
quite like Bunyan's. He was raised 
by a devout Christian mother; became 
a most accomplished scholar; was a 
youth of great imaginative power; was 
very profligate; heard St. Ambrose 
prea0h and was convicted; reformed ; 
fell and reformed again. 'rhe conflict 
in his mind was protracted and fierce, 
and out of his terrible experience he 
evolved his doctrines of original sin and 
salvation by grace. 

This doctrin~ was adapted to the 
wants of the reformers. It made them in
dependent of the machinery of the Oath-
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olic Church. It afforded the only way 
out of the difficulties of their position
in an apostate age. As applied to them 
it was true. It included repentance and 
faith. If a man knows nothing more 
than that God can exact no more. The 
bruised reed will he not break. Jews 
and M usselmen can come to God in the 
same way. By the natural operation of 
the Holy Spirit they are sorry for sin 
and are forgiven. The heathen have 
the benefit of this same law. Christ is 
the light of every man that cometh into 
theworld; and of every nation, he that 
feareth God and worketh righteousness 
is accepted of him. The Latter Day 
Saint is not a fit subject for baptism un
til he has had a similar experience
( though his experience may be much 
higher). The experience is like that of 
a child that comes to an offended father 
to be assured that his errors are forgiven. 
The believing and repenting and being 
baptized are but one act, and the pardon 
may be felt' when process is entered upon. 
None but men who have had the seal of 
acceptance with God could have died at 
the stake praising him-as so many of 
the reformers did. 

The great study of the reformers was 
to determine how much of Romanism to 
retain and what to cast off. Luther 
held to his priesthood, which was in
consistent, for it was the same priest
hood against which he had rebelled. At 
a later period other reformers found that 
they could get along without the priest
hood as well as those who had it, and so 
the value of the apostolic succession was 
determined by the logic of events. Wes
ley was taught in that way to let the lay 
brethren preach. 

'rhe discussions concerning rites and 
tenets, were interminable, a~d division 
followed division. George Fox in his 
turn cut the Gordiau Knot by rejecting 
all forms, all rites, cBremonies and sa
craments, and he bad as high spiritual 
experiences as any of the noble line. 
]~xperience was his guide, but reason 
should have led to the same result. If 
the Church of Rome was so corrupt as 
they believed, why hold its forms? If 
llo~1e had no authority, where was au-

thority to be obtained; and without au
thority, why baptize? Why eonfirm' 
and lay on hands? And if baptism it
self was not necessary, why dispute 
about the method of it? Wesley got his, 
experience after he had been sprinkled, 
so it was reaonable for him to think 
sprinkling good enough for any body; 
and the best argument that Methodists 
of this day can make against immersion 
is to point to their experience and the 
great lives of their history. This argu
ment is good against the followers of 
Alexander Campbell, for they have re
sorted to the apostolic practices without 
getting their share of apostolic power 
and spirit. It is time for divisions to· 
cease, and the fact is being recognized. 
There is an evangelical alliance now, 
and a general call for christian union. 
Mr. Moody, the latest exponent of 
Protestantism is its truest representative. 
His one doctrine is justification by faith. 
He has never been ordained. He does 
not care what sect his converts join. 

The Adventists are the most reason
able of all the sects, but are counted out 
by the others and are distinct. Their 
error is in trying to put new wine into 
old bottles. 

Protestantism-the Irvingites except
ed-has never laid claims to the gifts 
possessed by the early church. Wesley 
felt the need and acknowledged the void. 
Irving alone claimed to have them. I 
do not know that Protestantism a ck now le 
edges either him or his gifts; he went 
out in disgrace, but was probably near
est right of any of the list. Swedenborg 
claimed some especial gifts. I do not 
know how to classify him. I place him 
by himself. He taught from the Bible, 
but spiritualized every thing till it lost 
its identity. He called his church the 
New Jerusalem-let down out of heaven : 
of course the letting down was spiritual
ized. He spirtualized hell, and made it 
ns vague and shadowy as the hades of· 
the old poets. His heaven, too, is as 
unsubstantial as tlie summer-land of An
drew Jackson Davis. 

Some of the later sects, as Unitarians' 
and Uni\•ersalists. are refined combina
tions of faith and. philosophy-pleasant: 
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because made for a class of polished, lib- I exposed them to the attack of learned 
.eral minded gentlemen, and beautiful and critical infidels-Volney, Voltaire, 
because their makers had the whole Hume and the hosts of this latter time. 
realm of poetry and philosophy to cull they have been routed in so many con
from. tests that they have adopted a concili-

The three last named sects form the atory tone, and do not "contend eai-nest
border land of Protestantism, and merge ly .for ,~he faith once ~elivered. to the 
into schools and isms that do claim con- samts. The reformat10n was rn some 
sideration now. measure the result of the restitution of 

The chief tenet of Unitarianism is the cle:ical leari;ing .a?d literature. It 
irrefutable, but as a working force it is began m the. umvers:ties and was a part 
useless to the world. Universalism is of the genera.I wakmg up of m;dern 
a revolt against some of the extreme th?ught, an~ it has be.en boaste . that 
doctrines of former-day Protestantism science '\\as its ~and?1a1d; b~t science, 
which are not in accord with man's high- ad.opted a~ a maid, is assumrng to be 
·er nature. The immediate damnation mistress of the house. 
"hurled around," was only relatively The prevalent conception of God is 
true. The guilt of transgression and its more scientific than Biblical, The bound
-evil consequences cannot be exaggerated, dary line between the religion of the 
and the dark picture drawn was a de- day and philosophy is too shadowy to be 
mand of the times. The shadow of the determined. Philosophy means love of 
dark ages lingered on the world; a new truth. Scientists profess religious de
continent was being explored and sub- votion to thfl God of truth, and this 
dued and men's passions were volcanic, gives some of.them kinship to true wor
and the "terrors of the law" was the shippers. Their utterances often stir the 
preacher's most available message. profoundest depths of the human heart. 

The doctrine of heaven was true but T.he reasonable. conclusion. is that the 
ilot all truth. The reformers knew little different gradat10ns of philosophy and 
about the regeneration of the earth the religion are graded departments in the 
resurrection and the millennial re'ii:rn. great temple of truth, with the "one 
the restoration of Israel. the New Je~ true faith" for the apex and crown. The 
rusalem, &c. These pr~mises were to work of the fish~rmen would no~ have 
them . afar, and hazy in the distance. been complete without the _learnmg of 
'They were practical men, and seized the Paul. T~e. poe.ts are t1~e mmor prop?
weapons suited to the hour, leaving to ets. Rehg10n JS the ~1ghe~t chord rn 
the future the things of the foture. It the harp, but the harp 1s umversal. 
was wisdom in them; error in their sue As Protestantis::n has shown none of 
(lessors to crystalize the make-shifts of the the gifts of the gospel, so its history is 
past into permanent creeds -to try to unmarked by manifestations of satanic 
.adapt the poor substitutes for the mass- power. It has been an era of slumber 
the unscriptural litanies and love-feasts in the nether world. It must be doubt
.and rituals and ceremonies, to the wants ed whether or not Luther threw his ink
of the latter day work and worship. The stand at the devil: there was nothing 
reformers failed to re-establish the apos- being done that would demand personal 
tolic institutions with only the Bible for interference of the arch enemy. No, 
.a guide, 'because the task was super- the world seemed to be left to work out 
human. The Bible was never intended its destiny undei· a general providence . 
. as an all-sufficient rule of faith and prac- I never read of but one case of healing 
tice, but having cast off authority and in the history of all the seets. and mu;t 
teaching without revelation, this only therefore attribute that to a natural 
was left them. It was natural that zeal· agency. Men of great minds and loyal 
ous men should claim this rule as infa!- hearts, with Christ f1)r their example, 
lible. This led to the doctrine of the and his word for their guide, and the 
plenary inspiration of the Bible, which , natural promptings of the Spirit for their 
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instruction, made valiant strife with the 
wickedness about them. Striving like 
giants in the twilight they kept their 
faces toward the sun's rising. The age 
was dark, the days were evil. They 
quitted themselves like men, they cleared 
their skirts, they turned many to right
eousness, and will shine in heaven like 
~tars forever. Their words still rever
berate in the world, their hymns of 
praise and triumph still resound, and 
will be a part of the melody of the re
deemed world. The pages of history 
are radiant with the light of their foot
prints. Poetry and eloquence and song 
can never exhaust their praise. But 
more than these were the mar.tyrs of 
Protestantism. He who died on the 
cross must have had mansions prepared 
for those who died shouting his praises, 
till their lips parched and their tongues 
swelled with the fire that consumed 
them. Hail ! Blessed martyrs ! Never 
will the fires lighted about you cease to 
to illumine the ages to come; or to serve 
as beacons to guide men on the path to 
a better life. Those great deeds muRt 
be monumental forever. The last and 
greatest act in the grand drama is to 
come, but it may be that from the 
watch-towers we will ever have to look 
to the ages now past for the world's he
roes. 

Tiut I have said nothing of this for 
the Protestantism of the present. Men 
are Protestants now because their 
fathers were. They· can be Protestants 
now without sacrifice, without loss of 
caste or impediment to success in busi
ness, or hindrance in pursuit of hcnor, 
station or applause of men. Protestant
ism is now the flood-tide that leads to 
fortune. Men are Protestants now be
cause the land is filled with colleges 
reared expressly to supply them with 
the ideas and arguments that wili pre
vent their being any thing else. Church 
edifices are very abundant and well fur
nished and tho music is swe-et, and ser
mons smooth, and the audiences well 
dressed and it seems heavenly to be so 
borne along. I do not care to make out 
a strong case against the churches. It 
is enough that the Rpirit, of the founders 

has departed from them. The occasion 
that produced them past; the circum
stances that made their being necessary 
are quite changed. They come down 
from another age to one to which they 
are not suited. Fashion, Spiritualism 
and heresy have corrupted them, and' 
criticism has shattered their systems of 
doctrine. Their walls are falling down 
and there are none to repair them. They 
were born in the midway period between 
the ancient glory and the Latter Day 
dawn: when Christ's departure was long 
past, and his coming too far in the future 
to be discerned. The times have changed; 
years have rolled by; the time of fulfill
ment of promises and designs hastens on, 
and the sects have made no provisions 
for coming events. They sing away as if' 
nothing had happened in all these years. 
They talk the same things talked a hun
dred years ago. It is heresy to admit a 
new idea in regard to God's will and 
purpose. It is an especial disgrace to 
expound prophecy concerning the fu
ture; to talk of the coming of Christ, 
and the gathering of'Israel; worse still to 
speak of laying on of hands; of gifts; 
and, horror of horrors, of prophets. 

Protestantism is a stratum of the past 
ages, and must be content to be buried 
in its turn. by the accumulations of time. 
It was the bulwark of freedom; it is 
still the world's best force-its safe
guard power, but the true heirs have a 
right to ask it to give place. It is not 
so much to blame for what it has done 
as for what it has not prevented. 

By dispensing with present revelation 
it has practically put God out of human 
affairs; so the masses have ceased to· 
fear the Holy Name, and they take it in, 
vain, and perjury has little terrors. and 
it is only a human ceremony that officers. 
of government go through when they 
take their oath of office; and trials at 
law are a farce when great interests are 
involved. Perjury is no longer pun
ished, and life and property and honor, 
and the dearest rights are within the 
control of unscrupulous attorneys. The 
jury system-the corner stone of the 
social compact-is almost a failure. 

The churches of to.day are not com-
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pactedbytheSpiritofGod. ]~achismade I heathen rites without them, and they 
ofindependentindividualities. Theyare did not grow in the wilderness. It is 
like icebergs that have drifted down from just so with Darwinism, and all or near
their place; but are subject to the at- J ly so, of all other isms; they are of the 
trition of the winds and waves. Ice- world; and the reason we cling to them 
bergs are made of snow, which by con- is, because we are of the world, or were, 
tinued and alternate freezing and thaw- nnd are loth to part with them. If the 
ing, becomes compact; hut when they C:octrine can be proven to be true it up
are raised above a certain temperature sets all our knowledge of what we know 
they crumble back intiJ their original to be true in a gospel senFe, or according 
granular fragments, and vanish at once to the revelation of God to man. 
in the sea. So the sects have followed I am not opposed to receiving truth 
the course of time down to an era to from any source, I care not whence. If 
which they do not belong; and are sub- it be indeed true, it will not at all con
ject to the attrition of winds that are :flict with any thing else that is true. 
rounding their angles, and waves that Without truth there can be no harmony 
are sapping their bases j and they are in any plan, the ultimate of which is in 
losing their affinity in growing light; t1'.e final result of a process most elo
and when the Sun of righteousness be- quently compared to winnowing, sifting, 
gins to rise they will dissolve and vanish gleaning, garnering, refining, purifying, 
in the multitudinous sea. Like the perfecting, establishing a unity in faith; 
wicked one, they will be destroyed by annihilating, or destroying the power to 
the brightness of the coming of the Lord. mar it.s perfect work. 

S. F. W. The law and t.be testimony or Spirit 

lEV@hllH.OJill. 

Bro. Joseph :-Whereas the Iicrald 
in its liberality does not exclude opinion 
on the simple plea of difference; but is 
an expositor of error, as it is a teacher 
of truth. The falsity of any theory can 
only be shown, as its errors are com
pared with what is known to be tme. 

Now, why should Saints entertain the 
doctrine of evolution, since that doctrine 

of God revealing truth, is as effective in 
sifting out error in doctrine; as in sep
arating false prophets and witches from 
the ho1:uehold of the true faith. 

The indulgence in the doctrines of 
man are as much a species of idolatry, 
as the use of leeks and onions in cele
hrating the saturnalia of :Bacchus, as 
was done bv the children of Israel while 
Moses was ·in the mount. ELI SLATER. 

PRILADEI,PilIA. l~farch 7, 1876. 

teaches that Nature is the parent of ail PROTOPLASM. HOW T.HJ<J FIRST UYDW REING 

forms of life, deuying the creative inter- wAs ruuE vnTrroin A MAKER. 
ference of any Supreme agency alto- I . Opening an encyclope.dia, in pursuit 
gether? of knowledge, my attent10n was drawn 

I am aware that much labored nttempt to the word protop?asni. I read its defi
is made to reconcile science and the p·os- nition, and then a long and weary essay 

co h , . 
pel. I would say here, that the effort on t is uoject. Perhaps you will say 
will be attended with happier .results, the same of this lettel'. It may be weary, 
when tlrn gospel itself begins to teach it shaH not he very long. 
science, i. c., in the accepted sense, with- The book said that protoplasm comes 
out any clerical twisting» from two Greek words rneaning and 

This clip from tho Ouservu- is but a form, a term applied to the supposed 
short one on the subject, but is as pithy o::iginal substance from which all Jiving 
ns it is pointed. Indulging in this un- beings are developed, and which is the 
gospel-like whim is, to me, like sighing universal concomitant of every phenom
for the leeks and onions of the (not enon of life. All that is comprehended 
Egypt) world. The Israelites knew the for brevity under the term life, "the 
value of leeks and onions, because it was growth of plants, the flight of birds, or 
impossible to celebrate t1ieir cherished a train of thought:" that is to say, vege·· 
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table life, brute life and human life, "is / 15 to 17, oxygen 20 to 22, and only 1 to 
thus supposed to be caused by corporert1 2 of sulphur. Thus it is proved that 
organs which either themselves consist, ! rhe simplest of' all conceivable beings is 
of protoplasm, or have been developed ' composed of a compound including five 
out of it." The first Jiving things are other substances. You might put 
called moners, which arc made out of another pin there, for it becomes more 
pure protoplasm : that and nothing more. curiously entertaining as we proceed. 
You must put a pin thffi'e. Not to prick We have now seen that the origin of life 
the moner, but to mark the place in the was, first, pure protoplasm, secondly, 
process of' getting something out of noth- moners are made of it solely, and them
ing. Who made the protoplasm is not selves perfectly simple : and now proto
"supposed." It is supposed that moners plasm made of five totally dissimilar con
are made of 1)rotoplasm. \Vhen the co- stituents rolled into one. 
l?red preache_r in Alabama, spoke of the According to the plastid theory the 
4:i.rst man ?emg made of wet clay and great variety of vital phenomena is the 
s~t up ag~rnst the fence to dry, one of consequence of the infinitely delicate 
hrn doubtrng hearers i:isked out loud, chemical difference in the composition 
"Who :nade th.e fence?" The prea~her of protoplasm, and it considers proto
bade him be silent, for "s110h quest10ns plasm to be the sole active life substance. 
would upset any system of theology." The author goes on to say that the pro

The author proceeds: moners are "the 
simplest living beings we can conceive 
of as c&pab1e of existing," and "they 
perform all the functions which in their 
entirety constitute, in the most highly 
Drganized animals and plants, what is 
<Jomprehended in the idea oflife." You 
see it is becoming interestin?,. In the 
simplest conceivable being, all the func
i:.ions of the most fully developed man 
are found. You thought that it required 
infinite power and wisdom to make a 
being in whom resides a soul of bound
less reach : but now you are told that in 
a moner-don't forget what a moner is 
-the most highly organized system of 
animal life and functions exists. Some 
of these wonderful fellows, the moncrs, 
live "in fresh water," "others in the 
sea." As a general rule "tlrny are in
visible to the naked eye," but "some are 
as large as the head of a pin." Put 
another pin here so as to see its head. 
Some "are smooth :" others have ''nu
merous delicate threads radiating in all 
directions." Sixteen varieties of these 
curious first things are cata:logued. Haec
kel has done it. He has also shown that 
although moners are the "8irnpiest liv
ing beings we can conceive of as capable 
of existing" and "consist solely of proto
plasm,'' yet protoplasm is not a "simple" 
substance, but consists of carbon 50 to 
;;}5 per cent,, hydrogen 6 to 8, nitrogen 

toplasm theory received a wide and thor
ough illustration from the study of rhizo
pods which Ernst Haeckel published in 
1862, and its complete application in a 
subsequent work "by the same natural
ist." "Haeckel," our author says, dis
covered the "simplest" of organisms in 
1864, and Haeckel elaborated "the ex
tremest philosophical consequence§ of 
the protoplasm theory." And our author 
having quoted Haeckel seven times, 
closes his essay by referring, among other 
authors, to five several and distinct works 
by Haeckel. Being by this time in the 
spirit of inquiry into the origin of things, 
I sought the authorship of our author'r; 
treatise, and, in a list of authors in the 
beginning of the hook, it was assigned 
to Haeckel! 

How like it is to the thing it treats! 
Here is protoplasm illustrated. When
ever our author would illustrate any 
point of importance, he tells us what 
Haeckel says : and he and Haeckel are 
one and the same; just as protoplasm 
begets moners which are solely proto
plasm, and the simplest conceivable be
ings, yet solely composed of one sub
stance itself made up of five. And this 
is philosophy l 

A speaker in Congress began by saying 
grandiloquently: "The generality of 
mankind in general are disposed to op
press the generality of mankind in gene-
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ral." "You had better stop," said one 
near to him, "you are coming out of the 
same hole you went in at." The phi
losophers of the Haeckel and Huxley 
school argue in a circle with the same 
result. Dr. Lundy tells us of a Hindoo 
picture of a god with }1is great too in his 
mouth, thus having no beginning or end: 
and the Doctor says that "the toe in his 
mouth represents his incomprehensible 
spiritual nature." The circle out of 
which is evolved the plastid theory of 
life has the same incomprehensibility 
that represents its idea of self-existence 
by an old man kissing his big toe. 

But is there no point, no moral, no 
great truth to be developed out of this 
mass of contradiction and absurdity? 
·what is the necessary deduct.ion from 
the moner theory oflifo ? Logically and 
intentionally the inference is that, in 
the human being, there is no life that 
has not the same origin and substance 
and function with that of vegetables and 
beasts. 'I'hese teachers te~ch that "a 
train of thought" "is composed of cor
poreal organs'' and comes of protoplasm. 
Thus man and beast and potatoEs are 
put on the srune level, having no func
tions except c'.irporeal, and with no 
principle of life that survives the dis 
solution of the cmpus. This is the opin
ion of many in our day. It is also as old 
a theory as I~picurus in his garden
school at Athens 300 years before Christ, 
denied the immortality of the soul and 
taught the doctrine which Demoeri.tus 
had elaborated in his cosmogony, and 
which was taught hy Leucippus of Ab
dera, a hundred years before Bpicurus 
was bornj and held by the wits of Egypt 
a thousand years before. rrhey called 
it the atomic theory : that matter is self.. 
existent ancl originally composed of at
oms, each atom having power of motion, I 
and theEe atoms went whirling about 
like the bits of gla~s in a kaleidoscope, 
till tbey stuck together in foeir present 
forms. 'l'his is as rationaJ and philosoph· 
ical as protoplasm, and is certainly its 
germ out of which moners and other 
monsters are developed. 

How beautiful in contrast is the faith 
of the Christian. It is revealed to us in 

the Bible. The Lord God made man 
and "breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and man became a living soul." 
Not so did lie make a horse of a bird. 
M:a.terialists, Epicureans, Haeckelians 
and others of that school, are consistent 
in putting equal value upon the lifA of 
a beast and a woman, or even in esteem
ing the former more highly if their tastes 
so lead them. But we who believe that; 
Christ died for human beings only, and 
that they who are in Him become par
t::ikers of a divine nature also, see in man 
a dignity, sanctity and glory excelled 
only by the angels and Him "in whom 
we live anll move and have our being." 
-1Yew Yorlc Observe1·. Jan. 15, 1876. 

A Prtotcrit. 
Pres1'.dent Joseph Smith, Dear Broth

er :-I have just read with amazement 
a letter from J. I". Traughber and com
ments thereon, as published in the Her
ald of JYfarch 15, at tlie heading of 
which the quer,tion is asked, "Is it In-
fidelity?" I reply, to my 
most unquestionably. 

It was my good fortune to live in the 
Church in the davs of your father. and 
to be intimately "acquv:inted with' him, 
a,nd with the other womineYJt members 
of the Church, :mcf uassed, with them, 
through many scenes" of the , 
tauv jn I\::iTt1and, Fv.1· 
and albo at Nauvoo, which 
gave me an opportunity to 5ee and 
ize some of the workings of the contend· 
ing spirits, a,nd the power i:md in:f:luence 
brought to bear by the powers of dark
ness, to seek to bring to pass the de
struction and overthrow of the church; 
but, I must say the spirit which seeks to 
sap the foundation of our faith in the 
Bible, to my as if not 
darker they all. 

If Mr. Traughber, 01· other pei-
son cannot see justice in the of tbe 
Bible, that is a matter between thei:::i 
and their Heavenly :Father, it is no bus-· 
iness of mine; but \vhen the 
cf the church to which I belol1g, en·· 
dorses thv,t sentiment, then it is bus
iness to speak, a,nd I. enter my 
prc1fcst to 011,z,1 SHCU scnffrnent. 
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Who is it Rending forth the mighty only so, but he that supposeth that little 
judgments which are now visiting the children have need of baptism, all such 
nations of the earth, by which nr.', ouly men are themselves in the "gall of bit
hundreds of thousands, but miili~·;;s of terness, and in the bonds of iniquity,'' 
its inhabitants are being cut off? and and have need to repent, and obey the 
that too in literal fulflilment of the gospel; for little children cannot repent 
word of God as contained in the Bible. nor believe. Nor have they any sin to 
I say, it is the God of the Bible, who repent of, for they are saved by the 
took Israel by the hand and led him all atonement. Baptism is not for original 
t,he day long, and planted him in the sin, but for actual trasgression. "Faith 
land of Canaan. comes by hearing" even by hearing the 

Were the Hivites, the Perizites, the testimony that God sends by his minis
Hittites or Amorites, any better than the ters. These cry repentance and faith 
men, women and innocent children who prior to baptism, and "whatsoever is not 
are now being destroyed by the sword, of faith is sin." When one asked of 
by famines, by pestilences, by earth- the preacher what hindered him to be 
quakes, by storms, by tempests, by whirl- baptized, the answer was, "If thou be
winds, by floods and the flames of de- lievest with all thine heart thou mayest." 
vouring fire, on both sea and land? I He bad heard the gospel by God's mes
think not. The same God who ordered senger, and be believed that baptism was 
the destruction of the first is directing for the remission of sins. 
the destruction of the last; and what we Little infants know no law. and have 
have seen within the past few years, is no sins to be remitted; and it,is extreme 
only the beginning of the sorrows and folly to preach unto them, and a sin to 
desolations which HE will pour out up- baptize such. Whoso does it, does so 
on the wicked in this generation. Be by mere human authority and vile tra
careful then, ye sons of men, who have dition. The ministry of Christ are un
received the holy priesthood, how you der the painful necessity of reproving 
speak lightly of him, for he will not be for this sin, however popular it may be 
mocked in these last days. in this age of wide spread corruption 

Respectfully and truly your brother, and abominable idolatry. 
EBENEZER ROBINSON. 

, At that early day, when this innova-
---- tion was first introduced, it was made 
~nfaJJ:i:.t Ba~i01n:r.i. obligatory upon the ministry of Christ to 

In vain do we search the scriptures to labor diligently that this "gross error 
find one precept or example or justifica- might be removed." But the error now 
tion of administering the ordinance of prevails so generally throughout the 
bantisim unto little infant children. But world in both Catholic and Protestant 
in' searching the Book of Mormon we countries, that even the people who 
find that upon this land of Joseph, in style themselves Baptists, dare not re
the days of Moroni and his father Mor- prove for this sin, lest by so doing they 
uion, that disputations had arisen upon themselves should become unpopular in 
this subject. This happened, however, the eyes of the fashionable orthodoxy of 
several hundred yeaTs after Christ, and the day. For, although they do not ad
it was a source of exceeding grief to the mit that sprinkling is what the word 
father of I~foroni. He therefore wrote baptism signifies, yet they will join hand 
an epistle to his son upon this subject, in band with sprinklers, in helping to 
by revelation; or as he says, by the in- convert the world to that kind of relig
spiration of the Holy Ghost, and by the ion which admits that baptism is not es
word of God. It is denounced as "aw- sential unto salvation, whether the ordi
ful wickedness;" and the best kind of nance be changed or not. 
reasoning and scriptural arguments are Seldom do we hear anything said 
presented in proof of this assertion. "It against infant sprinkling, even by those 
!s solemn mockery before God." Not 1 who are not of that faith. One might 
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naturally conclude that such a people I "working with them with the signs f'ol
did not deem it essential, whether or not lowing" such as he promised, then may 
infants or adults were concerned. For all men know that the claims of such 
if baptism in water for the remission of men are in assumption and wicked pre
sins is not a saving ordinance, what is sumption. vYhy not know it by this 
it but solemn mockery; but if it be a rule: Surely Christ's promise is "yea 
commandment of God it is very essential and amen." Who does not know that 
unto salvation. If one infant can he God or his power has been with his min
saved without it, why not every one? istry in every age of the world ever since 
Or if one man can enter into God's king- time began. When he organized his 
dom without it, why not every other Church he placed in it an infallible test 
man? Vlherefore such arguments makes to "prevent divisions." Who that cred
vain God's law and renders the gospel its the sacred account can dispute it? 
ordinance of no importance; consequent- Did he not promise among other gifts, 
ly the holy ministry can as well be dis- the working of miracles?" In what age 
pensed with, and the heathen nations of the world was it that the faith once 
are on one common level with us. Con- delivered to the saints did. not include 
science is all to us and them. One man's the working of' miracles? Surely it was 
conscience tells him that sprinkling is not in Elijah's day, when by this sign 
right for him and his infant babe, while alone he waked up the false faith of idol
his neighbor's conscience look upon it as atrous Israel, who had gone off after a 
solemn mockery in both cases; he there- man-made king and a man-made priest
fore refuses to comply. But the word hood. Nor was it any time before or 
of God is the same to all men. Where since then. 
the word of the King is, there is power, By the plain letter of the gospel, all 
and his power is above the consciences men who would be saved, are required 
of men, in their blindness. He chooses to earnestly to contend for the , same 
make his own laws, and appoint his own faith, as we are assured there is but 
officers, to administer his plan of life and I one true and living faith, and this 
salvation. He offers pardon to sinners faith centers in God whose power is ever 
upon his own terms. Now suppose a man the same, and nothing is· impossible un
man comes in his name whom God never to him that believeth, consequently it is 
sent, and he offers salvation to men upon not impossible to-day any more than yes
other conditions, would he not do it in terday, for the ministry of Christ to 
his own name? Yes, and he who trusts prophecy and work miracles, as well as 
in that man's word has put his trust in to be in possession of all other spiritual 
an arm of flesh. gifts. And all those who preach con

In order to prevent such kind of im
posture, or to expose it as falsehood in 
every generation, the Lord said lo his 
chosen ministry, "Lo I am with you al
ways, even unto the end of the world." 
Now it is evident by their own admis
sion, that the Lord does not work with 
sprinklers of infants; for none of those 
signs, of which he spake, do follow their 
work or testimony. Hence all who be
lieve in the promise of Jes us sh old know 
that sprinklers are impostors; for they 
belie the plain promise of the Master 
himself. There may be other impostors 
besides those; and they also must be 
known in like manner, or in the S!lme 
way. If Christ is not with them, or 

trary from this gospel doctrine are guil
ty of perverting the right ways of the 
Lord. 

The ministry of Christ have pronounc
ed a "wo" upon all such, whether they 
be men or angels. The Bible and Book 
of Mormon are one in their testimony 
upon this point. 

In the 8th chapter of the Book of 
Moroni we read as follows: 

"And he that saith that little children 
need baptism, denieth the mercies of Christ, 
and setteth at naught the atonement of him, 
and the power of his redemption. Wo un
to such, for they are in danger of death, 
hell, and an endless torment. I speak it 
boldly. God hath commanded me. Listen 
unto them and give heed, or they stand 
against you at the judgment of Christ." 
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Now who are they that stand rebuked life. Perhaps humanity is to be taught 
in the light of this testimony? No won- through its failures, its humiliations and 
der that all chrisLendom are opposed to defeats, to live more wisely, to gather 
the Book of Mormon. It might be well out of its ruined fortunes of our period 
for them to know who are guilty of' whatever is of value, and then with in
"transgressing the law, changing the or- creased wisdom and newly-discovered 
dinance, and breaking the everlasting fortunes build anew the enlarging good. 
covenant." For which reason "the earth j God has not done with us yet, and while 
js soon to be burned, and the inhabitants t.he lightning that smites purifies the air, 
thereof, and few men left." and the tempest is a bestower of vitality 

J. S. Co;1IsrocK. to the elements, we may hope that hu-
I'AR'1A, }lich., March 26• 1876· man beings share in common this fortune 

---··-----~---- that is increased by its succe~sive des-
Extll·acll!l h·<ll>nll a §e1.·1!l11ou. tructions. At least, I know of no way 

The subjoined sermon on "Public by which I may keep my faith in an 
Frauds and the Loss of Character," was overruling Providence, except it be in 
<leiivered recently by the Rev. E. L. i.his, that its methods are so vast as to 
Rexford, D. D., pastor of the First Uni- be mysterious, and these misfortunes the 
versalist Church, San }'rancisco. repelling aspects of an unfinished design. 

Vie seem of late to have fallen upon Solace and encourage ourselves, however, 
sorry days. Their shadows rest on sea as much as we may by these hopes, the 
and land, and so pervasive are they that events that are transpiring around us 
scarcely a department of our common in-· are unwelcome and filled with distress. 
terest is entirely free from their eclipse. and if we allow that failures and humil'. 
In provinces beyond the agency of man iations and agonies are a necessary part 
as well as in those where we have been f o this process of growth, we may be well 
taught at least to think that the people assured that there will be failures enough 
have some degree of responsibility, the for all safo.tary purposes, even after we 
spirit of disaster seems abroad ancl free have done tbe utmost to avoid them for 
from those restraints which a rugged vir- ourselves and t.o prevent them in others. 
tue would impose. The very bone and 
sinew of the old traditional honesty 1<eem 
dissolving, and the native faith in lrn
manity must be strong indeed in a man's 
heart if the teeming failuref\ of the times 
do not disturb its repose. The natural 
forces, which we have been schooled to 
think are under a wise control, seem 
to have formed an alliance with the un
bridled passions of men, and the perils 
of famine and flood are supplemented by 
the more deplorable wrecks of human 
character. We can hardly draw the 
line between the realm of the human 
weakness and that, region of disaster be
fonging to another administration; but 
if we have faith enough to believe that 
the storm, the earthquake and the omi
nous other movements in Nature are em
braced in the economy of wise and be
neficent laws-as our science has :1lready 
assured us they are-then may we take 
"Somewhat of courage to our hearts when 
we look upon the wrecks that are drift
ing about us on the surface of our popular 

After a century's experience we find 
many unwholesome elements in our po
litical life and it has come to be a com
mon confession that one great mass of 
our political stations represent a certain 
moneyed value. Our politics constitute, 
in a large measure, a system of barter 
and sale, and the traces of these dan
gerous features may be followed from 
the lowest positions well up toward the 
highest places in the land. We have 
become painfully familiar during the last 
few years with the details of' defalcations 
and embezzlements on the part of Gov
ernment officers. We have had scandals 
in Congress in which many a supposed 
honorable man has figured largely. 
Scandals which have gone abroad and 
made us a jest among (those nat over
inclined to sympathize with republican 
institutions and ideas. The frauds are 
in every part of the land from San 
Francisco to West Point, and from post
masters to cabinet ministers. Seats in 
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Congress are bought, and cadetships have reached the last cause of these mis
and the privileges of post-trading are fortunes when we have found this desire 
sold. Paymasters in the army and navy, for riches. There is something back of 
following a too common example, em1Jloy this-an evil that inflames this desire, 
their positions in the interests of their . and that evil is found in the premium 
own finances, and altogether the greed which the people in general put upon 
of gain projects its horrid visage too what money can purchase and support. 
constantly into the counsels of our na- And in this respect the evil breaks over 
tional advisers and executors. And what ali political or business lines, and spreads 
is equally to be deplored, if' indeed it is out oyer the wide domain of the popular 
not more deplorable, the people generally life. We place too high a value upon 
have become so accustomed to official I money and its attendant display. We 
corruption, and so indifferent to it, that bow down before what money alone can 
there is no longer a strong and decisive procure, and we defer to the consider
publicsentimentthat stamps with infamy ations of material value. We uncover 
and disgrace these violations of integrity. our heads before the millionaire and 
One of the oidest and most careful ob- stand erect, and with our bats on in the 
servers among us says: "We have suf. presence of intellectual and manly roy
fered our young men of ambition to play alty. We are slaves to customs that 
the game of politics and take the immoral have no regard to the ability of the 
side without the loss of caste-to come people to observe, and no where in this 
and go without rebuke." This is one of country does this tyranny rule with SO' 

the fatal misfortunes among us. VY e much of rigor ;;s at the Capital. 
allow men to go and come between the 
ranks of honest and then of dishonest 
people with too little difficulty. We 
are wanting that stern vigor of' moral 
sense which was revealed to Sweeden
borg in the life of the other world in one 
of his visions. It places men of such 
dissimilar character in the right relation. 

Ifwe go back of these sorry revelations 
of dishonesty to inquire after their cause 
we find that a desire for wealth is the 
chief root of the difficulty. Men seek 
position too often, not that they may 
project the strength of a vigorous man
hood into our political affairs, but that 
they may use the position as a stepping
stone to that chief object of many a man's 
devotion, viz., an affluent fortune; and 
many a man has Boothed the little con
science he has managed to save by 
quoting the political maxim of our day 
-that to steal from the Government is 
not a crime. This ambition to be rich 
has poisoned the multitudes, and when 
integrity and honesty, and t.he various 
considerations of manhood have stood in 
the way to dispute the advance to wealth 
they have been swept aside as imperti
nent intruders within the precincts of 
this Mammonish worship. 

I do not apprehend, however, that we 

Social life at \Vashington is adminis
tered in a style beyond the limits of 
the Congressional salar.y of five thow
sand a .year. And if a man takes 
his wife or daughters to the city with 
the intention of recognizing the season, 
the salary is soon exhausted, and unless 
he has reserved capital, there is nothing 
left for him to do but to steal; and there 
is many a woman in Washington who 
would prefer that her husband should 
steal rather than she should miss a sin
gle extravagance. But not to puncture 
the old weakness of our reputed forefath
er of laying the blame upon the woman, 
we may claim that the gentlemen are 
quite as often to blame for this excess
ive desire on the part of so many women 
to appear radiant and divine, for men 
will worship such divineness in propor
tion often as it is adorned with what 
money alone can provide. In a public 
gathering the most elaborate attire is 
never wanting in admiration, while many 
another, though it be more severely sim
ple, is unnoticed though it be the garb 
of far the superior character. The su
perior woman, of course, is not particu
larly disturbed, but t.he women whose 
chief ambition it is to shine are distress
ed beyond mea~ure if they are overreach-
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-ed by others in their magnificence. So- / defended, and do still defend us. A 
'cial life, then, is inflated-like the other, number of people, then, whose love of 
paper currency of the country-and it elegant display has outrun their judg
'is really refreshing to find, as we occa- ment, have striven to make our Repub
sionally do in the reports from \V ashing- lican court the rival of foreign capitals, 
ton, that some people there have not lost , forgetting the difference between a Re
their wits over the question of appear- / public and a M:onarchy. Our King is 
ance. You all saw the paragraph, doubt- made by the people, and our nobility are 
less, that recently appeared, concerning the people, who must create their own 
the British Minister and his two daugh- fortunes. And w,hile this is our charac
ters. The ladies were attired as befitted teristic, we need to respect the most 
-a severe day and a walk i.n the street. preva~ent fortunes of the people, and ad
'rhey had the good sense to wear sub- just our republican life to a standard 
stantia1 bootR with firm soles, and pro- that shall be representative of the mass. 
tect.ing wra;;is without display. 'l.'hey Our Senate, iooking in this direction, 
were walking with their father on the has done wisely in reducing the presiden
avenue-pr;i1d of such a father, as they tial salary to the old figure of $25,000. 
well might be. The matinee had just It is a step in the right direction and 
closed and the fas hi on of vVashington needs to be followed by many others in 
was pouring into the street from the the same character. 
theatre. The 1'Jnglis1unan's sensible 
daughters were severely and vulgarly 
criticised by the American ladies, but 
England had the common sense, while 
the folly and vulgarism were set down 
to our discredit. Display for those who 
desire it and can afford it, but in a re
nublioan capital. whore eYcrv person is 
the virtual equal of another, "a sy~tom of 
life that is so manifestly beyond the 
reach of the honest mass, is a discredit, 
and unbecoming the habits of a p;:enuine 
democracy. In the ranks of an inhe; it
ed. nobility, where wealth has been accu
mulated for years, and for centuries of 
years, there is a place for any degree of 
magnificence, but it is not in place when 
only the fortunate few can attain to its 
honestly, while the majoity must defraud 
in order to support it. A system of ex
travag;an cc has prevailed in V\T ashfogton 
that has reached the borders of a ruin
ous prodigality, and to support it, men 
have not scrupled to engage in the most 
infamous buRiness. We admire patriot
ism, and we honor the men who took 
their lives in their hands in defence of 
the Union j but it is questionable patri
otism that will wage the battle and then 
will speculate for money in furnishing 
the i;tones that mark the soldiers' graves. 
We admire the loveliest shades of velvet, 
but the velvet has an unwelcome tinge 
if its pri<:e has been paid by the frauds 
practiced upon the soldiers who have 

There is another source of difficulty 
to be observed from which the feminine 
element disappears altogether, and that 
is in the extravagant convivial habits of 
men. Congressman Jones or Smith in
vites twenty or fifty brother members 
to dine with him, perhaps at W elcker's, 
and it is deemed an affront to decline. 
Each plate costs twenty-five or fifty dol
lars, but Congressman Jones or Smith 
has a mine or a railroad in his pocket, 
and the question of cost is nothing to 
him. 'I'he honorable members are in 
high glee, and the sumptuous board with 
the best of wines begets an unaccustom
ed generosity. Smith or Jones enjoys 
the occasion so much that he must have 
them all to wither again shortly, and then 
the happy Brown thinks it ungenerous 
in him not to return the compliment, 
and though he has no mine or railroad 
in his pocket, he must be as lavish as 
the other, and when, in settling his bills, 
he reaches the limits of his purse, he is 
willing to vote for back pay, and has a 
quick ear for any member of the" Third 
House" who has a bill he would like to 
see put through. :Martin J..,uther used 
to say that the first time a man went to 
Rome he went there to find a rogue, the 
second time he went he found him, and 
the third he went, he not only found 
him, but brought him away with him, 
under Ms coat; and it is very probable 
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that there are other capitals where men remand the industries, the elegancies, the 
'have been equally successful in rogue- luxuries, the virtues, to their legitimate 
finding and quite as unfortunate in cap- stations, makin~ the manhood and the 
turing them; while so far as the women womanhood to be the king and the queen, 
are concerned with our Capital, it has to be served by these their subjects. 
been frequently said that it generally We would be independent, and if others 
spoils a woman to go to Washington. prefer to sit down to their tables with 

We want more courage in the pulpit; the bill of fare engraved on silver plates, 
we want more of it in our domestic poli- it is their own right if they can pay for 

it with their own monev. But instead cies, more in our expense accounts, more -
in our social relations. "\Ve want a of our attempting to imitate them, let us 
higher appreciation of character. And be content to have ours on neither silver 
yet, while it is easy to give in our hearty nor gold, but printed on paper, and if 
endorsement of this sentiment, the next we cannot easily pay the printer, let us 
time many of you go to a social gather- be satisfied not to have any printed, su
ing, please take note of yourselves, to see premely happy if we can gather around 
if you are not admiring most full, and the table a company of royal persons 
paying your chief attention to, the most whom we can re~ere and esteem, .not for 
elegantly attired, and being somewhat what they can display of ai:y per~shable 
impatient of the attentions by those who wealth, but. rather for th_e 1mpenshable 
are plainly dressed. Note this gentle- J treasure which they are rn themselves. 
men ; and if there are any reporters --------·---
present, please recall the reportorial habit Death-NI oral or Spiritual. 
of giving special mention to those par- There is a great difference; the first, 
ties most conspicuous for their elaborate being only a transgression of the law 
toilettes, regardless of the secret struggles God gave in literal things; the second, 
of the men who pay for them-if they being the sin against the Holy Ghost. 
ean. The first has forgiveness, the second no 

The same tendenci~s are traceable in forgiveness in this, nor in the world to 
the churches also, though not so dis- come. The Holy Ghost was not given 
tinctlyperhaps. Here and there, however, till after the transgression and promise 
it is very conspicuous; and it is all well of the seed, which should bruise the ser
·enough if the people can sustain it. If pent's head; whence we may conclude 
elaborate dressing be conducive to pious that the life of Adam in the garden 
habits of thought and feeling, it is a pity would be only a moral life; but, after 
we were not all wealthy. But I prefer transgression he was unable to live a 
to sen a lady in church wearing a ten- rnoral life, because sin had entered the 
cent calico, if it but tell her wish to re- flesh; whence the necessity of the Spirit 
spect the honest industries in their lesser to bring him back again to his Maker, 
thrift-this I would perfer to the com- or even more, but not while here in the 
ing of another in silks and diamonds, if defiled body. Though he might hear 
these were suggestive of a husband his voice and see his shape in a vision, 
crowded off the field of honest labor and he could not enter the glory of the Fa
pressed far down to the temptations to ther, but approach the Son and receive 
fraud or theft. by the Holy Ghost a vision until the 

Manhood is best; womanhood is best; time of the resurrection, when he should 
character, enriched by intelligence and have a new body.-But this is a clear 
strengthened with truth, is best; and if point, we will take it over again.-Life 
these are blighted or lost what value can is opposed to death, and light to dark
there be placed in gold ? What rational ness; one dead in trespasses and sins is 
enjoyment in gold can there be when in darkness; if the darkness is the se
everything is gone by which such treas- quence of transgression against the mor· 
ure can be understood? These fortunes al law, there is hope; if against the Ho
of life have their places, and we would ly Ghost, no hope. 
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Moral life is a life of rectitude, up
rightness; not wrong in any act, the law 
of God being the rule; the opposite to 
this, must be moral death. Adam de
parted from the law of God and was cast 
out of the presence of God; cut off from 
a close connection with his Maker, and 
in this condition, became a subject of a 
literal death; viz, a separation of spirit 
and body which was the direct sentence, 
in case he ate the forbidden fruit. Sin, 
or the effects, brought death, literal, in
to the world, and moral death the se
quence. 

A man is lodged in jail for a capital 
crime; he dies, falls into darkness under 
a sense of guilt and fear of judgment, 
yet this will not answer the law against 
crime; so, a moral death was not the 
death pronounced upon Adam, but it 
came in as an effect, with all its conse
quences. After this, we view Adam 
tempted and plagued, perhaps as we, 
because of sin in the flesh; and all his 
posterity inherit from thence, and not 
being able to rid themselves have need 
of the Spirit. We view all as born with 
sin propensities working death to mind 
and body; but not under condemnation, 
not having transgressed any law, not 
having acted upon any of those inclina
tions; hence, they are born as it were 
into a moral life; and, if they could thus 
grow up, they would not be conscious of 
sin; but since they are thus affected 
they will fail to keep the moral law, 
whence we see again, the necessity of the 
Spirit. Moreover, the law entered that 
the offence might abound, or be seen.
Rom. 5 : 20. I consider this answered 
in Rom. 7 : 7; "Nay I had not known 
sin but by the law." 

Of Adam's sin, some say that he died 
a spiritual death. How can that be, 
when he was not yet born of the Spirit? 
There is a great difference between the 
sin last mentioned and the transgression 
against what is called the moral law. 
The sin against the Holy Ghost can be 
nothing less than a willful, malicious act, 
while the lesser, may be considered a 
mere departure from God's laws. Adam 
did not die a spiritual death but was 
shut out, cut off from his first privileges, 

and fell into darkness, and lost the pow
er of life. But God appeared and pick
ed him up that he did not die for many 
centuries. The promise that the seed 
of the woman should bruise the serpent's 
head did not revoke the sentence, but 
set bounds to the duration of the death. 
Adam was then placed on the ground of 
free agency again, and could be saved at 
last with his posterity, through faith, &c. 

It is said that some are dead in tres
prsses and sins; but we learn from their 
acts that they have only departed from 
that light shed forth upon all men, re
proving of sin, of righteousness and 
judgment. I learn from the Inspired 
Translation that Adam lived awhile un
der conviction and offered sacrifice by 
the order of God, in similitude of the 
Only Begotten. Again, Adam heard 
the voice of God, who said that if he 
would believe and repent of all his 
wrongs, and be baptized in water, he 
should receive the Holy Ghost; and it 
was so, after which he prophecied. 
Here we discover, that Adam was no 
more than a mere moral man; but when 
he was clothed with the Holy Ghost he 
became a spiritual man, being led of the 
Spirit. Here began a redemption from 
a moral death, and an advance into a 
spiritual life, or life-sanctifying by the 
Spirit. Hence, faith, repentance and 
baptism were taught in early days, and 
then came the Holy Ghost; for we are 
informed in the same book that Adam 
taught these to his children. 

I have now introduced spiritual life. 
Enoch of old, I learn, taught faith, re
pentance and the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
and Noah, Melchisedec, Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, were men of the same 
or like qualifications. But the Holy 
Ghost was not given to the church un~ 
der Moses. It seems that they rebelled 
too soon, and so a lesser law was added; 
which was not able to make the comers 
thereto perfect; yet the Holy Ghost 
was given to some and they exercised it 
in prophecy, lest the faith in unseen 
things should vanish in the keeping of' 
the ceremonial law. But when Christ's 
Church came to be set up again upol;l 
the earth, a measure of the Spirit was 
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:given to every faithful person of the 
Church, and note the effects. But of 
the death. Ever after the giving of the 
Holy Ghost all became amenable to its 
reproof, as they became enlightened 
thereby; the blasphemy against which 
is punishabje with the second death; 
·and I am not authorized to say, ho~ 
many others. 

Here we will examine literal life, the 
breath of life, or spirit of life, which 
make the living soul or man. If joining 
the two will make the living man, sep· 
arating them wil\ make a dead man; so, 
if the Spirit, the Comforter, the Holy 
Ghost fills the soul, he will be made 
alive, born of the Spirit, made a new 
man by the light and operation thereof; 
and if he holds out, will receive eternal 
life in the body. But if this light be 
withdrawn, darkness ensues; if wholly 
withdrawn, total darkness, and the man 
becomes a vessel of wrath fitted for des
truction, the second death. But is not 
the moral the first death and the spirit
ual the second? God did not inflict a 
moral death, neither will he inflict a 
spiritual death. 

A certain writer says, "Spiritual death 
cannot be a penalty at all. A penalty 
is an infliction to meet, the ends of jus
tice. But spiritual death is a state of 
sin, or absence of Holiness; .and to say 
that God inflicts unholiness upon man 
is not only absurd, but monstrous." 

In Ezekiel 15th chap. we find a threat
ening of death for sin, and death is here 
set forth as a penalty for personal sins; 
not that death which came by Adam, but 
distinctly that death, which death is set 
as a penalty for sin, in each and every 
s.oul of man. Now is this a literal, mor
al, or spiritual death? Remember that 
if it be any one of these, God must be 
the subject or agent inflicting. (Except 
he lets Satan do such work, and which 
of these did Satan effect in the garden.) 
God did not inflict but one death upon 
Adam; though after he received the 
Holy Ghost, he could have sinned against 
it and had to experience the second 
death. Adam did not die but once for 
the same crime, and because of the res
urrection it must be a literal death, and 

this all his posterity are experiencing, in
fants as well as adults. But it is not so 
represented in Ezekiel, but "the soul that 
sinneth shall die;" not for Adam's sin, 
but for his own. Then we conclude man 
dies once, because Adam did; and that 
all are made alive, because Christ was; 
and at the general resurrection and 
judgment, some are not found worthy of 
eternal life in the body; because of per
sonal sins unrepented of; that such 
must be cast into the lake of fire and 
thereby lose their bodies again, and their 
spirits go to their place under conscious
ness of all their sins. Here we leave 
them, for here John leaves them; "The 
wages of siE( is death, but the gift of God 
is eternal life." These are opposite. 
Christ, the vivifying power, brings forth 
the body and unites its spirit with the 
power of eternal life, to all who are wor
thy, and those who are not worthy have 
not this power bestowed with their spir
its; hence their bodies are subjects of 
the second death spoken of, Rev. 20. 
Thus we may see the why the bodies of 
the righteous become immortal; "I give 
unto them eternal life and they never 
shall perish."-Jno. 10: 27, 28. Here 
I stop for the present. 

'"Kn.owled~e is P4:nwrnr." 
It has been said that "a little learning 

is a dangerous thing ;" that "a little 
knowledge may do a man harm." The 
principle is false, though it has grown 
into a proverb. Knowledge is an ac
cumulation of facts establishing the 
truth; and better it is to have a little of 
that truth, than none at all. Knowledge 
is the safety-valve of the social engine. 
It is not from the gilded saloons of 
wealth and luxury, but from the smart 
workshops of the laboring classes that 
the greatest intellectual benefit to society 
has been derived. The greatest im
provers and the greatest benefactors of 
the human race, are those who have 
sprung from among the working classes. 
When we look back to ancient times; 
and then look at modern progress; we 
are apt to think of such men as George 
Stephenson, Dr. Watts, Sir Isaac New
ton, Morse, Wilberforce, Franklin, Wm. 
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Penn, and a long list of others too nu
merous to mention, who have left in
ventions, as la8ting wonders to the world. 
We pay "honor to whom honor is due;" 
especially when it comes from well
principled men. 

But thirty or forty years ago it 
pleased God to make known to the peo
ple on this earth, his work in these 
latter days, and he chose one, an illiter
ate boy, in an almost penniless condi
tion and not many acquaintances in this 
great wilderness of houses. To-day his 
name is known wherever civilization 
breathes. It is spoken in every hamlet, 
is heard in every city, and is as familliar 
to the worker in the mines as to his 
brother in the mills, and wherever the 
English language is known and ideas 
expressed, the name of this poor un
learned and uncouth youth of thirty or 
forty years ago is uttered ; and he has 
left a name which the world cannot 
erase, and his name is Joseph Smith. 
But, strange to say, his followers are de
spised and scoffed at as he was. 

I have before me a note from the 
London Family ~Herald, and a corres
pondent asks, "Why should there be 
more persons of the name of Smith than 
any other name?" "An important ques
tion to ask, not easily 'answered; al
though there must be a reason for it. 
Editor's reply is : 

"A Smith is the basis of civilization, 
the iron trade supports every other 
trade. It provides instruments of uni
versal industry. It is the basis of the 
pyramids of Egypt. The blacksmith's 
motto is, 'By hammer and hand all arts 
do stand.' The founder of the church 
was a smith, and nota carpenter as is 
generally supposed. In the British Mu
seum is an old Bible and it staes that 
Joseph the Carpenter is called Joseph 
the Smiht. w. s. 

It were a strange fancy to build up the 
human character after the model of the four 
great orders of architecture, yet probity is 
firm but simple as the Doric, pride of lofti
er and more elaborate refinement as the 
Tuscan. Generosity, with the beauty and 
grac,e of the Ionic, and love, excelling 
with Corinthian excellence, possessing the 
strength of all, equalled in exquisite orna
ment by none. 

JOSEPH SMITH, l 
HENRY A. STEBBINS, ) Emrmis. ___ ,. ___ , _____________ ~ 

Plano, Ill., April 15, 1876. 

BUSINESS NOTICE. 

As much as possible business matters 
should be written upon separate slips of 
paper and not scattered throughout com
munications and correspondence, as is 
often done, which cavses trouble to the 
editors, book-keeper and compositors. 
Business letters are kept on file and they 
should be written separately, as briefly as 
possible and convey what is needed to be 
known. 

THE assembling of the Saints in the Gen
eral Conference took place on the 6th inst., 
according to long time usage. The session , 
was particularly blessed in having good 
weather throughout. 

The "Book of Hules" was favorably re.
ported upon by the committee appointed 
at the session of April, 1875, and was adopt
ed at the opening of the session, and its 
rules observed throughout. A favorable 
impression was made by it, and the breth. 
ren are apparently well pleased with its 
order and arrangement. 

The order of business heretofore recom
mended in the Herald was tried; and, if 
we are to credit the expressions of senti
ment by the Elders, it is judged far better 
than any hitherto tried. It is, indeed, a 
pronounced success. 

Preaching was had each forenoon and 
evening, and the brethren acquitted them
selves creditably; the attendance was good, 
especially on Sunday, when the house was 
crowded. 

BR. A. W. HEAD, writing from Hock Creek, 
Hancock county, Illinois, says that they 
have kept up their meetings all winter; 
an excellent spirit has been manifested 
there among the Saints, and good done. 
Br. A. H. Smith confirms the report. 

Br. Joseph Lakeman, writes from East
port, Maine, as follows, "I expect to com
mence labors again at Lubec in about'!!> 
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fortnight. My desire is to become more 
faithful and devoted, in order that I may 
become more like Him I profess to love." 

Br. Albert Bishop writes from Stewarts
ville, Missouri, confirming the report of 
Br. James Kemp and Br. 'r. W. Smith, re
specting the good prospects for the settle
ment of Saints in and around Stewartsville, 
and in that region of country. 

Br. J. M. Terry writes from Millersburg,, 
Illinois, March 24th, "The Saints in this 
region are trying to do what is right." 

Br. R. S. Wood is hereby thanked for a 
packet of Colorado papers-sent by the 
hand of Br. W. S. Montgomery; to whom, 
also, we give our thanks for kindness 
shown. 

Sr. Mary Harmes, Leavenworth county, 
Kansas, writes March 19th, "God has given 
me the desired testimony; and now I know 
that it is his work." 

Sr. J. 0. Barnes, Boone, Iowa, writes, 
"What few Saints are here are very desir
ous of having the HERALD as a weekly; 
and will do all they can to support it. We 
are going to make an extra effort and see 
what we can do." 

Bro. Adam Fletcher and others have 
started a Sunday School at Shock Station, 
Wapello county, Iowa. Traveling breth
ren are requested to give them a call. So 
writes Br. T. T. Thomas. We have no 
ZION'S HOPE back numbers, Br. T. 

Br. Columbus Scott is requested to 
come to Lake, Spencer county, Indiana, to 
preach a funeral discourse upon the de
cease of Br. J. B. Mcintire. 'rhe request 
comes to us in a letter from Mr. Lewis T. 
Connor, dated March 7. It is also stated 
that many are wishing the return of Br. 
Scott to that neighborhood, as they are 
anxious to learn more of the way. Mr. 
Connor states that Br. Mcintire died, fully 
prepared. We quote: "When we all 
thought him dying, he spoke in language 
unknown to us, and said that he was speak
ing to his Savior." So dies the Saint. 

Br. M. B. Williams, of Middletown, 
Ohio, writes March 18th, "In regard to the 
HERALD as a weekly paper, I will give 
$5 the first year to help it through; and 
there is one more who says he will do the 
same." 

Sr. Rosa Jackson, of Plum Hollow, 
Iowa, has been down into the southwest 
corner of Missouri on a visit. There were 
no Saints there; and upon conversing with 
the people she learned that they were ig
norant of the views held by the Church, 
but were willing to learn. She learned 
another thing, and that is, that when absent 
from the Saints and away from meetings, 
she was better 1able to appreciate the com. 
panionship of those of like faith. This 
lesson should be learned by all; that we · 
more earnestly keep the peace toward all 
men, but especially toward "them who are 
of the household of faith." Sr. Jackson is 
sending tracts into the region where she' 
visited that they may learn of the "way." 

Br. Henry C. Smith, of Decatur, Michi
gan, thinks that they will make a better 
effort for the HERALD in that branch. A 
few more subscribers will help amazingly. 

Br. H. P. Robbins of Stockton, Br. Peter 
Canavan, of West Oakland, and others, 
protest against the change of place of hold
ing the April Conference of the Pacific 
Slope, from Stockton to Washington Cor 
ners. See Br. Canavan's letter in former 
issue. Such changes from decision of 
conference ought not to be made except for 
good reasons, which should be given. 

James Houston, two miles southwest of 
Chapel Hill, ·washington county, Texas, 
will welcome an Elder with joy. He i& 
living on J. W. Thompson's place. Give 
them a call. 

Br. B. Bowman, of Dayton, Virginia, 
writes, in a post script to a late letter dated 
March 20th, "I hope the HERALD will soon 
be made a weekly paper, in any form the 
Board sees for the best in the change for 
good. Br. Bowman would also like to see 
a tract on the subject of trine immersion. 

An excellent brother in a Western City 
says: "If the proposed change in the HER

ALD is carried out, I will give an annual 
subscription of ten dollars towards its sup
port." This is equivalent to four subscrib
ers-a few like that would send the list way 
up and make the enterprise a successful 
certainty. 

Thirty-two dollars is to be the fare from 
Chicago to the Centennial and return this. 
summer. 
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Four or five await baptism at St. Charles, 
-Saginaw county, Michigan. So writes 
Sr. S. J. Wilcox, under date of March 17th. 
"The preaching of the word is much needed 
there. Enquire at Agnew's Mills, for A. 
R. Wilcox. Also, an Elder is expected at 
Lexington, Michigan. Br. E. C. Briggs 
was there two years ago; they are anxious
ly looking for his return; or for him to 
send some one. Jam es Squires and wife 
write to this effect.. Since writing the 
above we learn that Br. E. C. Briggs has 
.been there and baptized some. 

Br. Charles E. Butterworth writes that 
Br. J"ohn Rounds is not a meml:Jer of the 
Boyer Valley Branch, and that the state
ment lately made to that effect that he was 
.a member is an error, which he wishes to 
correct. 

Brn. Frank Hackett and Oehring have 
been making an effort to open the work in 
North Freedom, \Visconsin, with partial 
success. 

Sr. Lyman Smith, of Delevan, Clay Co., 
Kansas, will contribute to the paying 
of an Elder's expenses to visit that part 
and preach to the people. She wrote Br. 
E. C . .Brand, but her letter was missent. 

The Beatrice (Nebraska) Goiirier, in its 
issue of March 14th, gives the "Epitome" 
. of tho faith of the Church an insertion. It 

to engage in other duties at Burlington, 
Iowa. 

Br. Oliver's connection with the Herald 
Office and the branch at Plano, has con
firmed and strengthened the trust reposed 
in him; and his going away to engage else
where is but the result of circumstances 
which demand it at his hands. His release 
from the duties of the office is an honor
able one to him; and we beg to assure the 
Saints that wherever he may go he carries 
with him the assurance of the esteem and 
fellowship of his office comrades and the 
Saints of Plano. For our sake receive 
him as a brother iri Christ, and for his own 
you will trust him, when you know him. 

A BRAND new paper, a Boston paper at that, 
published by D. C. Densmore, monthly, 
and edited by the spirit of L. Judd Pardee, 
editor-in-chief, with the spirit of D. K. 
Miner as a business manager, is laid on 
our table for examination, and criticism. 

All the comment we care to make on 
this first number is, that Mr. Densmore; 
being the "Amanuensis and publisher," 
will do well to heed the advice given not 
to embark "in it without sufficient means 
to successfully float it until it could sustain 
itself without assistance." 

is probably due to the influence of J. 0 A VERY remarkable case of nervous dis
.Savage, as he sent us the paper. Thank ease, or of spirit possession is related in 
you, brother. the papers of the day; which, briefly told, 

Copies of the Irish Wo1·ld and Sunday is as follows: 
Ji'ree Press; the latter published at Scran- Mr. William Hutchinson, living near 
ton, Pennsylvania; the former at New I Springfield, Erie county, Pennsylvania, 
York City, are sent us by a brother, for about fifty years of age, was taken eighteen 
which we thank him. Also, for a copy of years ago, suddenly, with violent convul
the Christian lVorld, London, England, sions, which lasted about two hours; these 
from Br. C.H. Hassel, from which we gath- occurred each day for two weeks at pre
·er news of import to us. cisely the same hour of the day. Every. 

Br. Robert Oehring, of North Freedom, thing which skillful doctors could do avail. 
Sauk county, Wisconsin, wants a Book of ed nothing to avert these periodical con
Mormon in German. A half dozen will be vulsions. The next year, on the same day 
paid for by this office on receipt of books and hour he was again visited; and so far 
and bill of price. Make inquiry for some. every succeeding year up to the present, 

BR. MILTON B. OLIVER, who has been for 
the past two years associated with us as 
assistant editor; and who has been so faith
ful in his care of the HOPE, left the sanctum 
.of the Herald Office, on the 5th of April, 

have these distressing occurrences come 
and gone. 

Travel, change· of locality, manner of liv
ing, baths, medicinal waters and every oth
er remedy have failed, and the cause and 
feet are still wrapped in mystery. Now, 
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using the language of the newspaper, "ls I 
it a case of Satanic possession." 

Br. John Edmunds, of Minersville, Pa., 
sent us a clipping of the circumstance, for 
which we thank him; but we had already 
noticed it, with a view to our inquiry, 
"Will Christ cast out devils?" And now 
offer it as suggestive to those who may be 
intending to write on that question. 

BR. J. J. CORNISH, of London, Ontario, 
writes March 3d, 1876: 

"January 8th, baptized two; January 
9th, two; January 12th, two; Febrnary 5th, 
one; February 6th, four; February 7th, 
two; February 9th, three; February 16th, 
two; February 20th, three; February 
26th, one; and March 1st, one." 

He wrote us on the 24th of March that 
eight more had been added, making seventy. 
two in all belonging to that branch. A 
local minister had given the Saints quite a 
going over; but it resulted only in giving 
them full houses. 

Br. Cornish also sent us eight new sub
scribers for the HERAr.D. So may the 
work go on. 

He has since written, "Ten more added 
since I last wrote to you." 

THE Appeal, the organ of the Reformed 
Episcopal Church, comes to us this month 
freighted with excellent things; among 
them this: 

"We must return personally to the old 
paths. The foundation truth of religion, 
and morality of individual and social well 
being is, personal integrity, the criterion 
of life or death." 

We beg to assure our reforming friends 
that there is yet a step backward, (or for
ward), for them-that step is, a direct 
return to Christ's teaching, form and all. 

THE Nevada Tribune, Carson City, Nevada, 
with which we exchange, in its daily issue 
of March 20th, gives the llERAI,D a puff, 
like this: 

DEER Is1,E, Me., 
:March 21, 1876. 

Brother Joseph:-It is a pleasure to all 
Saints to know of the faithfulness and pros
perity of the Saints. I am to-day at Bro. 
Edwin Blasto's, having met the Saints in 
this place last Sunday, and having been 
with them at three meetings my heart is 
made glad for what I have seen and heard;: 
for several causes. The churches seem to 
languish for sometime past; but the First 
of January Bro. George W. Eaton labored 
some here, and six were baptized; while· 
there are others that will doubtless obey 
the gospel before long; some of the Saints 
who have been in a lukewarm state have 
been quickened and there is prospect of 
greater interest. I also had the pleasure of 
meeting Brn. George W. and Samuel S. 
Eaton, last evening at meeting, from the 
Easton District of Maine. They give a fa
vorable report of the Latter Day Work in 
that District. Yours in the gospel. 

THOMAS A11rns. 

llEr,irsvrLI,E, Nevada Creek, 
Deer Lodge Co., Montana, 

March 1st, 1876. 
Brother Joseph:-! would like it if you 

please to send some one to Deer Lodge Val
ley to preach and start a branch. I 
was over in Deer Lodge Valley in the be
ginning of the winter, and saw a sight of 
young boys and girls on Sunday, with no 
place to go; and they had all been in the 
Church once. 'fhey asked me why you 
don't send some one there to preach. I 
hope that you will send some one; and if 
you will, write to me and I will go over to 
meet him. Your brother, 

Is_-1.Ac HARRIS. 

[Is there no one in Montana to answer 
this call.]-En. 

VALLEY STATION, Nebraska, 
March 11th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-We are still strong for the 
Master's cause; and, thanks be to God, that 
our labor has not been in vain. We have 
had six more added to our number, two 
weeks ago, and I expect to see a good 
number more come in soon. There is a 
number who say that they are convinced 
that it is the true gospel. We have had a. 
good deal of preaching there this winter. 
'we have had Ern. J Caffall, G. E. Duel, J. 

"The Latter Day Saints' Herald, a very Avondet, z. S. Martin, from DeSoto, also. 
spicy weekly, published at Plano, Illinois, Thomas J Smith. Brother Smith and my
comes to hand as an exchange. It is self are going out to be gone about two 
ab] edited and attacks old Brigham weeks, in the adjoining county, and see 

Y ' · what can be done there. Br. Hatt and my-
Young and ):!is adherents with all the vim self were down there two years ago. The. 
imaginable." ', people talked very favorably then; so we· 
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are going to try again and see what can be I and son. Preached twice yesterday; had 
done. "\Ve ask an intrest in your prayers large meetings and the Spirit prevailed. 
that the Spirit of truth and righteousness We expect to leave here on Wednesday, the 
may acompany us. I enclose three Dollars 1st proximo, for Ula, Fremont Co., and 
for tracts, to take with us. We have good from there home. The prospects of the 
meetings; it is getting so the houses cannot Latter Day Work at present are very en
hold the people. I remain your affectionate couraging in Colorado. Brother Warnky 
brother in Christ. . is a faithful laborer in the gospel of Christ, 

NEJ,SON BROWK, and few care to encounter him. We expect 
Pres. of the Valley Branch. that by the time we make our next circuit 

WANSHIP, Summit Co., Utah, 
March 14, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-We are doing well here. 
'IV e have three meetings every week; one 
·On Wednesday night, and two on Sunday. 
Bro. Hoagland, Bro. Millner and myself 
preached at Pora on Sunday last, and at 
Camus on Monday, to a good and attentive 
congregation; and I think there will be a 
good work done there. Br. Brand and Br. 
'Warnock did much good there. We would 
like some more brethren like them to come 
to fire the bomb-shells among them. I 
think there will be a good work done here 
this smnmer; some have already given 
their names to be baptized, as soon as the 
weather permits. Many are inquiring after 
the truth. I remain yours in the truth, 

G. :i\'L RomsoN. 

FoRT GARLAND, Col., 
March 27th, 187'6. 

Brother Joseph:-Brother Warnky and 
myself left home on the 23d of February, 
and preached once on the way to Del Norte; 
and during our stay there, we preached ten 
times, to large and atteutfre congregations. 
"The people received us kindly; they took 
up a collection for us, aucl expressed a de
sire for us to remain longer with them, or 
pay them another visit as soon as conven
ient. We found some old time Saints there, 
aucl some others who rejoiced in the truth. 
We were well cared for by sister Elliott 
and others. Brother Warnky met with a 
clergyman who he had a discussion with 
a year ago; but who did not make his ap
pearance on this occasion. Ou our jour
ney to Fort Garland on the Rio Grand, we 
met an old timer by the uam.e of J acksou, 
who said that he was in Utah and on his 
way to California and near the locality 
where the Mountain Meadow Massacre 
took place. He desired to renew his cove
nant, he rejoices in the reorganization of 
the Church and bears a strong testimony. 
We arrived at Fort Garland where we re
.ceived a hearty welcome at the house of 
Thomas Stewart and family, who were old 
timers also; and also by the officers in com
mand of the Fort; they showed much kind
ness, and gave us free access to the garri
;;;on, to preach the gospel to the troops there. 
We preached twice, and in the interval bap
tized 'three, namely, Thomas Stewart, wife 

towards Del Norte we will be able to report 
better progress in adding to the Church. 

I remain your fellow-laborer in the cause 
of truth, JOHN ELLIS. 

SAN FRANCISCO, ]\far. 27th, 1876. 
Bro. Joseph:-I would like to write a 

letter for publication. For I suppose all 
the brethren and sisters are like myself
foud of reading letters from the Saints in 
every part of the Lord's vineyard. It is 
great encouragement to hear of the pros
perity of the glorious gospel of Christ; to 
learn that some are coming to a knowl
edge of the truth. Our branch here is (in 
my opinion) in a good working condition. 
I believe most of the saints are doing, or 
trying to do their duty. Brethren T. J. 
Andrews, Wm. Anderson and Bro. Hawes 
are doing a good work and I believe some 
will be convinced of the truth of the Latter 
Day Work. The most of the people in this 
city are "lovers of pleasure more than lovers 
of God." I am doing all I can to get sub
scribers for the Herald, Hope and Messenge1'. 
Yours in the bonds of the gospel. 

C. A. p ARKIN. 

Low GAP B1uNcH, Crawford Co., Ind., 
March 24th, 1876. 

Brother J oseph:-There are a few in this 
quarter who have obeyed the gospel, and 
who are trying to do the best they can un
der the surrounding circumstances. There 
are about eighteen members in the branch, 
although in scattered condition, with favor
able prospects for an increase. I was brought 
up under Methodist discipline; and when 
I became acquainted with the Saints, I 
was a member of that church and was prej
udiced against all others. I looked upon 
Joseph Smith, and all the rest of the JHor
mous, as daring imposters; yet, I was not 
entirely satisfied where I was. I believed 
the signs would follow the belief of, and 
o bedieuce to the gospel; and could not tell 
the reason why the diversities of spiritual 
gifts were not among the Methodist. I did 
not believe that those blessings were con
fined to the Apostles; yet I did not believe 
they were among the Saints. So I began 
to investigate by hearing the elders 
preach, thinking· I could :find objections 
which could not be reconciled; however I 
was struck with the manner of plainness 
in which all of my objections were answer-
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€d, and I began to believe; and when my 
religious brethren found it out, they raised 
a storm of persecution against me; and the 
doctrine as taught by the Saints only serv
-ed to show my own and ~ would be 
friends weakness, notwithstanding I was 
troubled about it. I asked God to give me 
light which he did. I have since embraced 
the doctrine of our Saviour. Yours in the 
-0ne faith, W11r. A, MINOR. 

SouTH BEND, Cass Co., Nebraska, 
March 20th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-The Lord is blessing us in 
this part of his vineyard. On the 29th of 
February I baptized two into the kingdom; 
one of them was healed by the power of 
God before she was baptized; they are now 
enjoying the blessings of God. Both were 
members of the German Albrights; there 
is quite an uproar amongst the Germans; 
more will come soon. I ask the prayers of 
the Saints; hoping that the Lord will send 
.some good elder this way; for I would 
rather be taught than to teach. Brethren 
who will, or can, come and labor with us 
awhile. May the Lord bless all the honest 
in heart is the prayer of your humble ser
vant, for Christ's sake, amen, 

ISAAC N. ROBERTS. 

I could hear preaching for a long time. 
We were at Nauvoo when your father and 
uncle were lying dead in the mansion. If 
I can get money to pay for the Herala I 
will, for I think I cannot get along without 
it; I only owe to the first of January last. 
You must do as you tli1ink you can afford. 
I am poor and cannot have money when I 
need it. I am not a good scholar and my 
hand trembles so. I desire the prayers of 
the Saints. Yours truly, 

SOPHIA SMITH, 
Widow of Elansing B. Smith. 

[Some bTother who is able ought to pay 
for the HERALD a year or two and have 
it sent to this sister.]-Ed. 

OVERLAND HOTEL, 
MYRTLE CREEK, Oregon, 

March 18th, 18'i6. 
Br. Joseph:-I landed at this place about 

noon to-day, from a flying visit to Sweet 
Home, Salem, and Looking Glass. I did 
not preach much on account of having a 
very bad cold, but I trust that some good 
was accomplished by my visit. I baptized 
four in Sweet Home while there and left 
many more "not far from the kingdom." 

The branch at Sweet Home has had 
nine added to it in the last three weeks. 

STEWAWrYILLE, Olmstead Co., Minn. The Saints have built them a comfortable 
March 9th, 1876. meeting house, and prospects are fair for 

B1'. Joseph Smith:-My husband died the Saints to grow in spiritual things at 
0~th f N b 1 t f that place. 
,.,.L o ~ ovem er; ie was seven y our I w·11 0 l ta 1 f d s anl the 
years old. I am sixty six years old. We -i , n Y 8 • ~ 1.~re 3: ew ay L n 
have been members of the Churcl thirt leave for the Calhorma conference. I 
four years. We came to Nauvoo i~ 1843~ I !,etayedthedwtork,;1Bere B;n tlhl e lMiands of our 
did not get away with the Church when n~ an rue '.· ue · ore anon; 
they started for Salt I,ake; seems if that F,a\crnally yoms, J. C. CLAI P. 
every way was hedged up. My husband I 
let the Church have a pair of cattle, wheat, I J\foNOKGAilELA CITY, Pa., 
l>eans, and almost every kind of garden i March 20, 1876. 
seeds and a plow; burned coal for the com-1 Br. ,Toseph;--011 the Gth of January, I 
pany to fix their wagons with, with a left Pittsburgh for West Wheeling, Bel
promise to have a wagon to go along. They mont Co., Ohio; arrived there same even
got all ready, but then said they had no h1g. The brethren procured the J\II. E. 
wagon for him. He thought he must go, Church for me to preach in. I preached on 
so he hired a man who did not belong to the evening of the 8th ; announced preach
the Church to take us to Council Bluffs, ing for the next evening, but when we 
the next week. He was then taken sick came we found the door closed. We went 
and before he got better, the children and to the house of Br. Amos Wilson, where I 
myself were taken sick, also, we made up preached. Our way seemed to be hedged 
our minds we might as well not go as to go, up, though the Spirit signified that a place 
and now I think there was the hand of would be open for us yet. At last the 
God in it. My husband has always said brethren succeeded in getting a large room 
he would live to see the time when the capable of seating about sixty or seventy 
Church would come in its purity'. So he persons. On the 12th, I met with Br. 
did and we joined the Reorganization, in Craig, who preached on the same evening. 
the Farm Creek Branch, Mills Co., Iowa. I followed on the next evening, and con, 
There is no one belonging to the Church tinned meeting till Sunday, the 30th, mak
here but myself. I was in hopes of having ing, in all, twenty discourses. The room 
preaching here; and had some correspon- was crowded every night. The people 
deuce. with Br. Kelley when he was at listened with marked attention. Formerly 
Chatfield; now I see he is up wes.t. I was this place was very much prejudiced 
quite disappointed. I have not been where against us; thinking that we were the same 
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as Brigham Young, but after hearing our 
position, and the difference between us and 
the Brighamites, their predjudices were 
romoved, and they began to manifest a bet
ter feeling toward us. Though none were 
baptized, yet there were many who be
lieved the doctrine, and said that we preach 
the Scriptures. I trust that the seed sown 
may yet bring forth fruit. 

I visited the Belmont Branch; found the 
Saints desirous to keep the law, though, 
like many other places, they have their 
troubles. Br. Craig is preaching in this 
neighborhood as much as his circumstan
ces will admit, with apparent good interest. 
Br. Craig is earnest in the work, .and will 
make a useful man. 

I also visited Western Virginia; found 
the Saints in a scattered condition; preach
ed in several neighborhoods; many turned 
out to hear, and were desirous that we 
should come back soon, which we purpose 
to do. 

I remain yoms in hope of eternal life. 
JAMES BROWN. 

HEDINGEN, Ct. Zlirich, Switzerland, 
January 30th, 1870. 

To .T. L. Bear, beloved brother in Ghrist 
Jesus:-\Ve have received your valuable 
writings the 13th of January-, 1870, which 
made us to rejoice exceedmgly. It did 
give us again new strength, and our spirits 
i-ejoice again to walk in the paths of the 
Lord and to obey his will; and although 
we transgress often out of weakness, so we 
ask the Lord, that he may forgive us for 
the sake of Christ, who suffered and died 
for us; then the days are getting worse, 
and it is more difficult to walk in the ways 
of God. vVe ask the Lord for his assistance, 
that he may lead and guide us in the way 
of righteousness; then we believe that this 
is the true Church of Christ, and we feel 
to rejoice more and more that we became 
members thereof, and are received into the 
everlasting covenant, which shall no more 
be broken, although cross and persecutions 
are winding around us. We can strength
en us every time, when we come together 
on the Sabbath day, although there are 
only a few of us, but we remember often 
the words of our Savior, ''Where two or 
three are together in my name, I will be in 
their midst;" and we feel it so, then every 
time .we love one another, we feel strength
ened afresh to carry our cross. We rejoice 
greatly that thou hast not forgotten us, so 
we do not forget you; then thy words have 
not died away yet, what you said so often, 
when you want us to come together. Come 
ye, "then the time is precious,''; yes, "it is 
precious," then thou didst shun no pains 
nor labor to preach unto us the word of 
God, therefore may the word of the Lord 
be fulfilled unto you. The preachers shall 

shine like the sun, and those who have 
taught the way of righteousness, like the 
stars in the firmament for ever and ever.. 
A greater joy. we could not receive, but to 
see your facEr once more, and grandmother 
says, then she would be willing to die. 

Our love and respect we send to you all, 
ancl wish you a thousand times the bless.
ings of God for soul and body. 

Please give our love to Br. Avondet, and 
write us soon again. From your sisters in 
Christ Jesus, 

ESTHER SPILL~IAN, 
MARY SCHMID, 
KATHARINA WIEDERKEHR. 

LEOPOLD, Perry Co., Indiana,. 
March 20th, 1870. 

B1'. Joseph Smith:-Since our last quar. 
terly conference, which was held on 11th 
and 12th of December last, I have been 
traveling, most of the time in our district, 
trying to do what little I could for the on
ward progress of the great work of the last 
days. Owing to some unwise movements 
on my part, during the last quarter, I have· 
not been blessed with so good success and 
spiritual liberty in the cause, as heretofore, 
but I hope these experiences will be to my 
profit. 

In the latter part of the month of Decem .. 
ber, Br. M. T. Short and I went on a short 
mission to Switzerland county, where we 
succeeded in getting a Baptist church. 
house, in a village named Centre Square, 
in which we held three meetings. A good 
impression was made on the minds of 
some. While in the vicinity of Centre 
Square we formed the acquaintance of one 
"old time" Saint, a Sr. Gibbs; she has 
held aloof from all denominations through 
the dark and cloudy day of Zion's rejec
tion; she was baptized in 1843, by Elder 
Grant, and valued her baptism. 

In the early part of the month of January, 
Br. ,J. S. Christie and I visited Cross Plains, 
where we held three meetings in the Bap
tist Church. While here we encountered, 
the "great Stevenson,'' referred to by Br. 
Kelley some time back, and with whom we 
had some cross firing, which resulted in 
bringing a few points to light for the peo
ple to think of. On the 10th of Janua1y I 
started westward, leaving Hipley county, 
reaching Floyd on the 20th. I remained 
but a few clays, and then started to Perry 
county, to see what arrangements were to 
be made in regard to the anticipated de
bate to be held there by Elders Forscutt 
and Treat. When I reached Perry county, 
we begun a series of seven meetings, dur. 
ing which four were added to the Pleasant 
Hidge Branch. I believe these were the 
nicest, most orderly meetings I ever held. 
During the latter part of February we 
called on the Saints of the Low Gap Branch, 
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and during our short stay with them, two 
were added to their number, which tended 
to strengthen and encourage them; one 
was the wife of Br. V. D. Baggerly. 

On the 8th of March I met Brn. M. H. 
Forscutt and D. F. Lambert for the first 
time; and on the 6th instant, the debate 
began promptly at 10 A. J\L, and lasted five 
and one-half days; three days of which Br. 
Mark defended the Book of Mormon with 
clear evidence, giving chapter and verse, 
or page; against which speculations, sup
positions and assertions were hurled with 
considerable vim by Mr. Treat. On the 
fourth day Mr. Treat, being on the affirm
ative, made as complete a failure as it has 
been· our privilege to witness, he looked 
real weary in the evening, although Br. 
Mark was unwell. On the fifth day Br. M. 
was burdened with the affirmative of the 
question, and in addition thereto, volumes 
of ridicule and vituperation; he had his 
hands full, but did well. On the sixth 
<lay Mr. Treat seemed glad to quit at 12 M. 
The friends think it strange that Br. Mark 
should have manifested such a mild, hon
orable disposition throughout. Well, the 
contrast was very striking. We now close, 
expecting to start to Floyd county in a day 
or two, to attend the conference to be held 
there, beginning March 26th, 1876. 

Pray for us. Yours in the one hope, 
u. SCOTT. 

~Luc>rATON, Bourbon Co., Kansas, 
March 15th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph:-After carefully reading the 
letter of Br. T. W. Smith, in the Herald of 
March 1st, 1876, and noting what he says 
of Holt, DeKalb, and Buchanan counties, 
Missouri, I can say the same of Bourbon 
county, Kansas. In "camping around" 
that foundation, its friends, though scatter
ed and wandering in the wilderness so 
long; is yet the fond repertoire of the 
hopes of millions of human being·s; in 
their return why not include some of Kan
sas, beautiful Kansas? 

As the foundation is on the western verge 
of Missouri, to make the "round," will ~it 
not include some of the choicest lands of 
Kansas? Land here can lie bought on as 
good terms as there. People here, though 
'blessed with railroads in all directions, 
good school houses, market, timber, prai-· 
:rie, rock, water, stone, coal, delicious fruits 
-0f all kinds, yet want to sell out and move 
11way. Some strange, all-pervading spirit 
seems to impress them to go away. Land 
here is now very cheap; many places to 
let, (rent.) This mild climate, cooler in 
summer and warmer in winter than at the 
north, why not plant a stake here. (In the 
fork of the river, a mile or two south of 
this place.) Here are all natural advan
tages, (and in from two to four hours' ride 

by railroad to that foundation), to be free 
from "stir" or excitement. Quite a region 
here can be had cheap. I have lived here 
thirteen years, and find in the language of 
one of our nursery men, that there is not 
an apple that will grow well in any State 
in the union, but what will thrive here; 
same of grapes, &c. 

W11r. G. ELDER, M. D. 

FORT GARLAND, Col., 
March 31st, 18116. 

B1'~ Joseph Smi"th:-1 was once a Latter 
Day Saint. I was baptized into the Church 
in 1843, in the city of Glasgow, Scotland, 
a short time before the martyrdom of your 
father and Hyrum. I followed the Church 
to Utah in 1856; but to my sorrow I was 
disappointed, I could not find the Latter 
Day Saints' Church there. I found po
lygamy and other crimes unbecoming 
christians, and I left there in 1860. I ar
rived at Fort Garland same year, and re
main here so far. Lately I· heard of the 
Reorganized Church of Latter Day Saints, 
through Elder John Ellis, of Jefferson 
county, Colorado. He with Elder F. C. 
W arnky, paiGl. me a visit, on their preach
ing circuit, by way of Del Norte and Gar. 
land. I feel truly thankful that I have 
met with these servants 1)f Goel; their 
preaching has the old sound, like as it was 
in my young days, when I obeyed the gos
pel in 1843. My dear brother Joseph, my 
wife, son and myself have again gone 
down into the waters of baptism, confess
ing our sins, and were ba.ptized by Elders 
Warnky and Ellis. These men are true 
servants of God. The power of God is 
with them. They preached at Del Norte 
and were well received by the people there, 
and no opposition. At Fort Garland the 
comm.anding officer, Major Jewett, gave 
permission for the Elders to preach there. 
He ordered a squad room to be cleared 
out. 'The officers and their wives attended; 
soldiers and citizens also, and they were 
well pleased with the preaching. The 
major invited them to preach again, which 
they did last Sabbath day, to a large num. 
ber of hearers. They invited Elder 
W aruky to come back soon to Garland 
again. A good spirit prevailed at both 
meetings. Truly the Lord is working with 
the people. I trust that the seed that is 
sown will soon be reaped in this locality. 
The brethren left yesterday morning, for 
Wet Mountain Valley, to preach there, and 
to gather some of the old time Saints, who 
are in that part of the country. I desire 
your prayers in my behalf, that I may be 
instrumental in bringing many to a lmowl
edge of the truth. There are many honest 
people in the city of Glasgow, Scotland. I 
was preparing to go there on a visit be
fore the Elders come to me; and since I 
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have been rebaptized I feel more eager to 
go that I may he the means of saving them, 
and help to open the way in Glasgow for 
the Elders that may lie sent there. I have 
no relations in America, only my family
my wife, two sons and daughter. I have 
not seen any of my relations for twenty 
years; they are looking for me this sum
mer. ·while I remain your fellow laborer 
in the truth, THOMAS STEWAR'l', SR. 

DAVISVILLE, Yolo Co., California, 
J\Iarch 25, 1876. 

Pres. Joseph Smith :-Brother, in the 
Heralll of the first of the present month, 
the necessity of building a house of wor
ship in Salt Lake City, is again brought to 
the surface by the republishing of a resolu
tion adopted by the Church at its Annual 
Conference, in 1872, in which presidents of 
branches are authorized and requested "to 
take up collections immediately and remit 
to Bishop Rogers, and continue to do so 
until a sufficient amount he obtained." 
This resolution was passed nearly three 
years and a half ago; but alas, the house 
is still untouched, and not knowing how 
much of the required amount is collected, 
I have no statistical data upon which to 
base a calculation as to the number of years 
it may yet require to consummate the work. 
Were I, however, to venture a an hypothe
sis on the basis of my own previous action 
in the case, I should certainly estimate the 
time at a very distant future period. I 
trust, however, that mine is an extremely 
isolated case. 

'l'hat the house ought to be built, and 
that immediately, must he obvious to every 
wide.awake, true Latter Day Saint. Such 
a ltardy movement is [an apparent] dis
grace to the whole Church, from the fact 
that we are abundantly able to do it, and a 
hundred fold more for the work's sake. 
I confess that individually I have been too 
negligent; others must make their own 
confession, which I trust they will do in a 
substantial manner. 

'l'he evidence of my 8incerity in this mat
ter you will find rolled vp in the en~losed 
ten dollM greenback. This I will call dona
tion No. 1, on behalf of myself and wife. 

I would beg leave to suggest an amend
ment to the resolution on this subject re
ferred to at the beginning of my letter, by 
striking out from the last paragraph the 
words, "Until a sufficient amount he ob
tained," and insert in their stead, a clause 
setting forth some definite and practically 
early date, by which time all contributions 
should without fail he placed in the hands 
of the Bishop. I think this would look 
more like coming right down to business, 
than to have the time of making subscrip
tions prolonged to an indefinite period. I 
would also beg to sugll"est that the matter 

should be kept alive in the minds of the 
Saints until the expiration of the stated 
time; at which period results may he 
stated and a new effort made, if necessary. 
And I for one, although a laboring man 
with a family of nine to support entirely 
from my daily earnings, am willing to re
spond according to my ability and as often 
as occasion may require, until the house is 
completed. Come on, brethren, riCh and 
poor, state your capital, and I will put 
clown dollar for dollar with you, in pro
portion_ to my means, until a house of wor
ship shall he erected in Salt Lake City. and 
a missionary force established in Utah 
commensurate to the work to he done, and 
worthy of the dignity and claims of the 
cause of truth which we have the honor t<> 
represent. 

Hoping that no one will take umbrage 
at the liberty I have taken in expressing 
my views in so definite a form; with sen
timents of high esteem, I remain as ever, 
yours in the love of the gospel, 

J.B. PRICE. 

CARLETON, ~frchigan, March, 2, 1876 
Br. ,Joseph:-The Herald comes regular

ly, and is a welcome visitor; we anxiously 
look for it each quarter to receive the glad 
tidings of the Lord's work. People here 
are finding out that polygamy is not taught 
in the true Church; hut our enemies do 
not like to believe it, for the true doctrine 
is more than they are able to bring argu. 
ment against without lying, or finding 
fault with some one that has done wrong. 
Some here are believing and ere long will, 
perhaps, unite with us. 

About three weeks ago we had an earth
quake a few miles south.west of here, hut 
it did not affect us any here. A week ago 
last Sunday, the 20th of February, there 
was a severe shock felt in Monroe City, in 
this county. It was quite sudden and 
cracked the walls of some of the buildings 
and throw up a number ofrooks in the bed 
of the river. The sound was like thunder, 
hut a great deal louder and continued only 
a short time- The shock seemed to be 
confined mostly to the city. 

The papers and people of Detroit City 
are somewhat excited about a new "religi
ous hallucination" of one named Patterson, 
who claims to have received revelations; 
&c.; and the papers say that Patterson 
says that the end of the world will come 
the first of March. I do not know who 
this Patterson is; hut thought perhaps he 
might he a Saint. 

I would just like to give an opinion here, 
as my space and time at present are not 
sufficient fot me to make full explanation 
of the proof I have; and perhaps I may he 
wrong, as the opinions of men are very im.. 
perfect; it is this: "The Rock." My opiri-
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io~ is, that GodiiieliJi1s himself, and every
thmg so connected\wtth. hi!ll that it is enc 
du~·ing;. that the· gates of hell cannot pr?
va1l agamst. Even Peter with the keys is 
so. firm that the authority will endure as 
bemg from God, and as God himself, and 
Christ's words will never pass away, but all 
be fulfilled just as he has revealed them. 

Yours in the love of Christ, 
LORENZO FAY. 

South-Eastern Ohio and J~astern 
Virginia District. 

The above conference convened &t Saints' 
Hall, Syracuse, Ohio, March 18, 1876. John 
C. Foss was chosen president. Thomas 
Matthews, clerk. 

Syracuse and Lebanon Branches reported 
and reports accepted. Minersville Branch 
not reported. 

Officials present: 1 Severity, 6 Elders, I 
Priest, 2 Teachers and 1 Dea.con. 

Evening Session: President ]<'oss had or
j?anized the Lebanon Branch: James Mc
Murray, presiclent and Lewis W. Torrence, 
teacher. 

Elders Reports: David Hopkins, Rice 
Williams, David Matthews, John Harris 
and Thomas Matthews reported. Edmund 
Thomas had preached some ten or twelve 
1.imes since last conference. Priest Wm. 
T .. Jones and Teacher Daniel Jones reported. 
Priest David Matthews, Jr., and Teacher 
Lewis W. Torrence reported. 

Resolved that we sustain Br .• T. C. Foss 
in his mission. 

That we sustain all the authorities of the 
church in righteousness. 

That we leave the appointment of the 
next conference to the District President. 

Sunday Morning.-'fhe President read 
John 17 and commented on the same. The 
meeting was then given into the hands of 
the Saints for prayer and testimony. 

Preaching by Elder John C. Foss, both in 
the afternoon and evening. 

Resolved that we sustain the officers of 
the District with our faith and prayers. 

Nodaway District. 
The above named conference convened at 

the Liberty School House, Nodawa.y coun
iy, Mo., February 1\lth and 20th, 1876; 
James Thomas president, R. C. Moore clerk. 

Forenoon, preaching by Elder C. S. Stiles. 
Aftemoon.-Branch reports.- Platte 42 

members. Guilford 14 members. Elders R. 
C. Moore, James Thomas, C. Christianson, 
C. Andreason, Ole Madison, A .. Jacobson, 
Wm. Woodhe&d and A. N. Berigo reported. 

Delegates Ole Madison and Wm. Wood
head reported that they had attended the 

.St. Joseph District Conference, held at Or
egon, Holt county, Missouri, on the 5th 
aud 6th of February, 1876, according to ap
pointment. They said that the St. Joseph 
District Conference hr.d passed a resolution 
adopting the proposition made by the Nod
away District Conference to unite the two 
districts. 

The following was unanimously adopted: 
Wherefl,S the St. Joseph District Confer

ence having accepted the proposed union of 
the Nodaway and St.Joseph Districts, as pro
posed by the Nodaway Conference at their 
last session, on November 27th, 1875; and 
whereas they having adjourned to meet at 
the Liberty School Honse, Nodaway Co., 
Missouri, on the 3rd Saturday in May, 1876, 
therefore be it 

Resolved that when we adjourn, we do so 
meet with them at the time and place pro
vided for by them. 

Resolved that we sustain 'the authorities 
of this District until the union meeting of 
the St. Joseph and Nodaway Districts; El
ders and Priests to labor as circumstances 
will permit.. 

Officials present: Seventies 2, Elders 11, 
Priests 2, 'l'eachers 2, Deacons 2. 

Spiritual authorities were sustained. 
One hour was spent in free discussion. 
Prayer meeting in the evening. 

Philadelphia Di.strict. 
The above conference was held at Philadel

phia, Pa., February 27, 1876. John Stone, 
president; Joseph A. Stewart, secretary. 

Branch Reports.- Philadelphia: 51 mem
bers; la.st report 53, one baptized, three 
removed by certificate. John Stone, pres. 

Hornerstown and South Bethlehem not re
ported. Hyde Park, no change since last 
report. Henry Jones, pres. 

J~lders' Iteports.-John Stone: Have been 
in New Jerse.v and South Bethlehem. The 
prospect in New Jersey is favorable; be
lieve there are mitny outside of the church 
that will become united with it : belie've it 
will soon be as large as the branch in this 
city. I find a better feeling in the Phila
delphia Branch than there was formerly. 

Wm. Small: Have been· in I'lew Jersey; 
can confirm the words of Br. Stone. 

Asa Copeland : I feel sorry that I could 
not do more. Am striving to the best of 
my ability. Believe that this Branch is in 
bet.ter condition than in the past. 

Elias Lewis, John Webb aml J>1mes Lo
gan reported. 

Joseph Stewart. confirmed the words of 
Brn. Stone and Small concerning New Jer
sey. I have been blessed with the Spirit, 
and my administering of the oil and the 

! 
laying on of hands has been acknowledged 
of God. Henry Jones and Wm. Crumb re
ported by letter. 
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Priests Wm. H. Harrison, Asa Copeland, 
and Robert Cameron reported. Priest Wm. 
Harris reported by letter. Teachers Wm. 
Miller and Hosea Ilacon reported. 

Resolved that John Stone be elected 
President of this District for the ensuing 
quarter. 

That Hosea Bacon be appointed Book 
Agent for the District for one. year. 

Took sacrament. 
Resolved that Brn. Small and Stewart be 

elected a committee to select books for the 
District. 

That Joseph A. Stewart be sustained as 
District Secretary. 

That this conference adjourns to meet in 
Phildelphia on the fourth Saturday and 
Sunday following in May. 

North-West Missouri District. 
The above conference convened at the 

house of Br. A. J. Seely, Far West, Febru
ary 13, 1876. T. W. Smith, of the Twelve, 
presiding; Frederick Collins appointed 
clerk of conference. J as. Wood and J as. 
Richy were appointed deacons. 

All Elders from other districts were in
vited to participate in the deliberatiom. 

At 3 o'clock p.m. meeting opened for 
prayer, testimony and confirmation. 

Brn. J. D. Craven, Jas. Kemp and E. 
Curtis were appointed to settle difficulties. 

Branch Reports.·-Hannibal: 11 members. 
DeKalb: 48 members; 2 received by let

ter, 3 removed by letter. Far West: 45 
members. Starfield: 23 members. 

Elders' Reports.-Wm. Summerfield had 
preached six times, baptized 1, and blessed 
l child. Br. Franklin had preached in !.he 
branches on Sundays, and seven times on 
week days. W. T. Bozarth had preached 
six times, baptized and confirmed one. D. 
J. Powell had obtained a school-house and 
preached once. Jas. Wood had labored as 
Priest of the Branch. David E. Powell hnd 
assisted in six meetings. J,, L. Babbitt 
had held several meetings. Br. Bevins had 
delivered a lecture in Kansas. Br. Bin
stead had labored as Branch President. 
J as. Kemp had preached in and around 
Bevier, hrtd baptized four and confirmed 
five also had preached near Stewartsville. 
W. Lewis had labored with Brn. L. L. 
Babbit. and D. J. Powell. 

Resolved that the following Elders be as
sociated together :-W. Lewis and D. J. 
Powell, to labor in Clinton county ; D. E. 
Powell and Wm. Summerfield, to labor as 
ihe Spirit mny direct; Br. :Franklin and 
J. Yf. Johnson to labor in Caldwell county; 
W. 'I'. Bozarth and Priest M. JH. Ballinger 
to labor !W the Spirit may direct. ; J,. L. 
Babbit 9,nd T. Worrell to fabor in De Kalb 
county; Br. Bear and A. Bischoff to labor 
in Buchanan county. 

W. T. Bozarth tendered his resignation a~ 
President of the District, which was ac
cepted and a vote of thanks tendered. 

James Kemp was chosen to act as District 
President until the next regular conference, 

Resolved that we petition General Con
ference to appoint Br. T. W. Smith to labor 
in this mission the next six months. 

On motion the request of the St. Joseph 
Branch was granted, viz: 

To the Elders of the North-West Missouri 
District in Conference ass·emhled: 

Brethren, believing it will be for the in
terest of the Branch and also the District,. 
respectfully request that the St. Joseph 
Branch and all of Bnchanan county lying· 
south of the north line of the incorporated 
city of St. Joseph be attached to the North
W est Missouri District. Signed in behalf' 
of the Branch, Joirn BURLINGTON, Pres. 

Officials present: one of the Twelve, 24 
Elders, 1 Priest, 2 Teachers. 3 Deacons. 

At 7 o'clock p. m., met for pra.yer and· 
testimony. The Saints enjoyed the gifts or 
the gospel; were edified and strengthened. 

Sunday morning, 9 a. m.-Met for prayer. 
Preaching at 11 o'clock by T. W. Smith. 
Subject-The Hestoration of' the Jews. 

Sunday afternoon.-Prayer and testimony 
meeting; had an excellent.·time. Preach
ing in the evening by Br, T. W. Smith to a 
very crowded house. 

Monday Morning.-Bishop's Agent's re
port was read. 

Brn. Bear, Summerfield and Worden were· 
appointed to audit Bishop's Agent's book. 

Jam es Kemp was a.ppointed delegnte to 
represent this District at General Confer
ence in Aprii next. 

Auditing committee reported. Report 
was accepted and committee discharged. 

Resolved that when this Conference ad
journs, it does so to meet at the De Kalb 
Branch, on the second Saturday in J\Iay. 

Frederick Collins was sustained as Clerk 
of the District A. Bishchoff was sustainecl 
as Bishop's Agent. T. W. Smith was sus
tained as President of this Mission. The, 
general authorities of the Church were sus
tained. 

A vote of thanks was tendered. to Br. aml 
Sr. Seely rtnd to the Saints of Far West 
for their kindness und hospitality during: 
conference. 

The adjudiea.ling committee was dis .. 
charged. 

Pott~watfamie District. 
1rhis conference was held at Council' 

Bluffs, Iowa, Febr1:1ary 25, 27, 1876. Asa 
Walden, president; Frederick Hansen, sec
rata.ry. 

Officials present.--Seventies J, Elders 10,. 
Teachers 3, Deacon 1-tota.115. 

Branch Iteports.-Council Biuffc: 119' 
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members. Since last report five have been 
received by letter. 

North Star: 20 members. 
Elders' Reports.-President Walden had 

visited North· Star, Boomer and Crescent 
City. Did not know of any difficulty. ex
cept one case in Council Bluffs, which he 
supposed would be settled. 

James Caffall, by letter from Nebraska 
City: "I felt anxious, at the close of your 
last conference, to visit the eastern part of 
the District, but did not fiind it practicable 
and have done nothing in the district during 
the past quarter, except visiting Crescent 
City, North Pigeon and Boomer and preach 
.seven times. Made an effort to regulate 
some matters in the North Pigeon Branch." 

Brn. Guhl, Dodson, Olson and Longbot
tom reported that they had preached in quite 
a number of places. 

President Walden had visited those Elders 
thn.t did not report at the last conference. 

Whereas quite a number of the Elders 
,did not report at the last conference, as 
they were requested by a former conference, 
be it 

Resolved that all those Elders that did 
not report at the last conference nor this 
conference are respectfully requested to 
report at the next quarterly conference; 
and be it further 

Resolved that if no report is obtained, 
they will be dealt with as the distl'ict shall 
.see proper. 

Report of ~ndrew Hall, Bishop's Agent: 
-On hand $12.25; received since, $18.85; 
total amount $31.10, Paid to Br .• Tames 
Caffall $15; to Br. Charles Derry $3. On 
hand $13.10. 

Committee of arrangement for Semi-An
'!1Ual Conference reported $21. 75 yet unpaid. 

Committee on H. Campbell's case consider 
him guilty of dishonest dealing and unwor
thy of fellowship in the Church. 

Andrew Hall was appointed to examine 
the district record and draft and present 
such resolutions as are still in force, and 
report to the next quarterly conference. 

A committee of two was appointed to visitt 
:those scattered members about Crescen 
City who have not been visited by the Presi
dent of the Branch, and labor with them 
according to the law, and if they do not 
unite with said branch, they notify them 
in writing that their case will be investi
gated at the next quarterly conference, and 
if they fail to appear, nor give reasons why 
action will then be taken. Brn. Asa Walde~ 
.and D. K. Dodson were appointed said 
committee. 

Br. Asa Walden was chosen president for 
the next three months. 

Frederick Hansen was sustained as clerk 
of the district. 

The constituted authorities of the Church 
were sustained in righteousness. 

All Elders and Priesls, not otherwise em
ployed were left in charge of the District 
President during the coming quarter. 

Preaching for a short time by Br. H. C. 
Smith. 

Adjourned to meet on the last Saiurdav 
in l\la.y, 187G, at 10:30 a.m., in Connell 
Bluffs, Iowa. 

Little Sioux Di§trict. 
Conference convened at Unionburg, Iowa, 

March 4, 1876. Br. J. C. Crabb president, 
Donald Maule clerk. 

Brn. J. M. Harvey and Colby Downs re
ported by letter; 8. Diggle, George Conyers, 
C. Keemish, P. C. Keemish, Lehi Ellison, 
Henry Garner, Benjamin Kester, J. C. 
Crabb, in person. 

Branch Reports.-Little Sioux 108 mem
bers, 1 baptized, 2 received by letter; Mag
nolia 90 members, 2 baptized, 3 received by 
vote; Union burg, 33 members, 1 removed 
by letter. Other bra.nches not reported. 

Committee on Little Sioux meeting house 
and Magnolia meeting house reported. 

l'teport of committee in the case of Br. 
Gilbert Cox was received and committee 
discharged. 

On motion, his case was dropped. 
Brn. P. Cadwell and H. S. Smith report

ed. 
Report of huilding committee was adopt

ed and committee continued . 
Resolved that all monies collected by 

presidents of branches and by the district 
president, according to a resolution of the 
quart.edy conference of December, 1875, be 
and is hereby paid over to the district 
president. 

Two days' meetings were appointed: 
Magnolia, May 6th and 7th; Unionburgh, 
May 27th and 28th. 

Resolved that this conference urge the 
branches to execute the resolution of Gen
eral Conference, whereby all scattered 
members not. in union or good standing 
with any Branch, shall be rnbject to and 
be dealt with by the presiding officer of 
those branches nearest to them, and by 
them be restored if possible, or be tried 
and condemned by such officers, and their 
cases be reported to the succeeding confer
ence. 

Resolved !hat this conference request the 
Elders and Priests to seek out places to 
preach in. 

Adjourned Ull 10:80 to-morrow morning. 
Sabbath, March 5th.-Preaching by Bi-. 

D&vid Chambers in the morning, assisted 
by Ilr. D. Maule. 

Sacrament and testimony meeting in the 
afternoon in charge of Brn. P. Cadwell and 
P. C. Keemish. 

Adjourned to meet at Little Sioux, Iowa, 
June 3d, 1876, at 11 A.~!. 
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South-Eastern Illinois District. 
The above conference convened in the 

Deer Creek Branch, i\Iarch 4. 1876; G. H. 
Hilliard, presiding; J. F. Thomas, clerk 
pro tem. 

Morning session devoted to prayer. 
Branch Reports.-Dry Fork 19 members, 

2 died, 2 expelled, 1 removed by vote. 
Brush Creek 63 members, 2 baptized. Elm 
River 9 members, 1 baptized. Wabash, no 
report. Deer Creek 17 members. Spring
erton 32 members, 3 removed, 1 died, 2 cut 
off. Tunnel Hill 34 members, 2 baptized, 1 
received by vote. 

Elders T. P. Green, .J. F. Thomas, A. N. 
Caudle, J. R. Lambert and B. S. Jones re
ported; also Priest NI. R. Brown. The 
Elders and Priests were requested to labor 
all they can next quarter. 

Br. J. R. Lambert; was appointed to rep
resent this District at the General Confer
ence. General Conference was requested to 
send a missionary to labor in the District. 

The Herald was recommended to be 
changed to a weekly paper. 

Preaching during the session by Brn. A. 
N. Caudle and J. R. Lambert. One sacra
ment meeting was held. 

Adjourned to meet at the Caudle School 
House, at 10 o'clock, Juue 3, 1876. 

Bishop's Agent. 
Upon recommendation from the Saints in 

Oregon, certified to by Br. J. C. Clapp, I 
hereby appoint Br. J. H. Lee as Bishop's 
Agent for that State, and commend him 
to the Saints as the authorized receiver of 
means for the carrying on of the work in 
that part of the Pacific Slope Mission, and 
for the general Church, 

I. L. ROGERS, PRESIDrnG BrsrroP. 
SANDWICH, 111., JYiarch 26, 1876. 

Fremont District. 
To the Elders of this Conference, greet

ing: This is to give notice that it will be 
required that all the Elders make a verbal 
or written report to the coming Conference, 
which convenes at Nebraska City, May 7th 
and 8th, 1876. Compliance with the above 
is earnestly desired by this church. 

R. C. ELVIN, President. 

Notified 1o Appear. 
Joshua J,aue, Emma Lane, .Joseph Lane, 

Matilda Clemment, Clara J\1. Younger, and 
.Tohn S. Weeks, having removed from Farm 
Creek Brn.nch, Mills county, Iowa, and not 
having reported for a long time, are request
ed to do so within three months from the 
publication of this request., or their names 

will be dropped from the branch record 
book ; and they be reported to the Church 
Recorder as scattered members. 

A. BADHAM, Sec. of Branch. 
E3IERSON, MiJI(Co., Iowa, 

March 8th, 1876. 

Bisllop's Report. 
Church of Jesus Christ in account withi 

Bishop I. L. Rogers, for the quarter ending 
March 31st, 1876 : 
l~~ CL 
Jan. 1, balance of tithes and offerings ............ $148 35' 

" 6, from Sr. l\iary E. Duncan, Ill. .......... '°'' 2 00 
u 27, " Br. James Crick, Ill..................... 5 00' 
" 31, " C. Andreason and wife, l\Io.......... 7 001 

Feb. 2, " Sr. Harriet Agan, Ill.................... 1 00 
" 3, " Sr. :Martha Kent, 111.. ................... 10 00 
" 5, " Sr. :Martha J .. ewis, Neb................. 5 00 
" 6, ~• Br. Odin Jacobs, 111 ...................... 10 00 
" 19, H Br. Otis Shumway and wife, Iowa 10 00 

Mar. 8, " Br. Frank Steffa, ]{ass.................. 5 00 
" 14, " Br. John Holzenger, Wis.............. 4 00> 
" 18, " Ik. ,V. H. 'Villiamson, Ill............ G 00' 
" 25, " .James Allen, Coalville, Iowa......... 5 0(} 
" 25, " Sr. Ruth A. Turner, Iowa............. 50 
u 25, " Br. James Crick, 111..................... 1 00· 

$219 85-
nalance due Br. I L. Rogers ......... 31 If; 

Total ....................................... $251 00 
DR. 

Jan. 5, paid for Br. P. S. Wixom ....................... $21 00 
" 5, " Church Secretary ......................... l& CO 
'' 8, ' 1 Sr. ,V. W. Blair ............................ 50 00 
'· 10, " Br. C. G. Lanphear........................ 7 00 
" 26, " Br. B. V. Springer ........................ 25 00 

Feb. 2, " Sr. C. W. Wandell ........................ 25 00 
" 5, " Church Recorder ........................... 22 00 
" 5, " Sr. Sarah Cramer.......................... 5 00 

Mar. 8, " Sr . .J. \V. Briggs ........................... 25 00 
" 15, " for Br. P.~S. Wixom ...................... 18 00 
" 28, " :Br. \.V. H. Kelly ............................. 15 00 
" 28, '~ nr. B ... ,"V._Springer ........................ 25 oo 

$25l0(} 

The credit of $5, September 9t.h, 1875, 
Herald, October 15, instead of being to B:r. 
Andrew Hall, should have been to Br. 
David Hall, Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
1576. CHURCH CR. 

By tithings and offerings received through 
the Herald office from January 1st. to March 
22d. 1876. From Sr. Jesse Hay $5 40; N. 
P. Pinnick $1; E. F. Richards $1. 50; Jas. 
Allen $1.05; Samuel Na!den $1.25; Sr. 
Levira Benjamin $10; Sr. C. Gifford $2 85; 
Sr. Jane Warren $2.25; Sr. Eliza Anderson 
$2; Wm . .T. Ross $2 25; Robert Burr $5; 
Sr. E. B. Edson $7. 75; Thomas Thomason 
$20; A. B . .T ohns $2; Sr. Sarah Brearly 
$2; Samuel Platt $13.73; Providence 
Branch, Utah, $8; E. Gerber $5; H. and 
C. Wagner $4; ,Josiah Curtis $5; Augustus 
J ohuson $2.85; Sr. D. J\foGla.shan $2.40-
tolal $107.28. 

CHURCH DR. 

To balance .January 1. $67.11. To print
ing for I,ocation Committee $3; p11per andi 
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stamps for Memorial to Congress 60 cents; 
Sr. J. W. Briggs $35: tracts and Heralds to 
]II. H. Forscutt and W. W. Blair 85 cents; 
office fixtures, envelop es, stamps, postal 
cards, and printing for Secretary and Re
corder $12.15; Br. P. S. Wixom $10; Sr. 
Sarah Cramer $4;-total $132.71. 
llalance due Herald office .............................. $ 25 43 
.Balance due I. L. Rogers, tithing account ......... 31 15 

April 1st, 1876, Church Dr. to tithing fund ...... $50 58 
WELSH MISSION. 

April 1, balance still on hand .......................... $22 00 

DANISH MISSION. 

April 1, from A. N. Berregard, l\fo .................. _.$~~-1~ 

UTAH CHAPEL. 

J\'Iarch 14, from Br. W. A. Crompton, j\fass ...... 5 00 
March 2.5, from Sr. Ruth A. Turner, Iowa......... 50 

Total received, $5 50 

I. L. ROGERS, Bishop of the Church. 

Disfellowshipetl. 
Matthew Handford was disfellowshiped 

February 11th, 1876, and George F. Whip
ple, :February 17th, 1876, for unchristian
like conduct, by the White Cloud Branch, 
Doniphan county, Kansas. 

JAMES F. CLEMENSEN, Clerk. 

Pittsburgh District. 
The Pittsburgh quarterly conference of 

·the True Latter Day Saints will asRemble at 
West Wheeling, Belmont county, Ohio, June 
10th, at 2 r.nr. as per adjournment of prev-
ious conference. JAMES BROWN, 

Pres. of District. 

Inscribed to J\Iiss l\farmoy on receiving a beautiful 
Book Mark from her, vlith the following motto marked 
-on it by her own hand: 

"EVEit FAITHFUL." 

Thanks, gentle maiden, for that meed of praise, 
It thrill'd my heart as though it were divine ; 

It called to mind the scenes of other days, 
\Vhen first the rays of truth began to shine 

Into my <larkened soul with heavenly lighi 1 

As forth it led my feet from error's night. 

It brought before mine eyes that sacred vow
That I to God and truth would faithful be

That I would firmly hold the gospel plow, 
And help the truth to spread from sea. to sea. 

That by his grace I would his Church adorn, 
Nor flinch from duty's task, tho' men should scoi·n. 

How I have kept that vow I dare not sing-
Uncertain sounds my feeble lyre might tell; 

I can not boast but in my God and King. 
I know my Father doeth all things well, 

Then I will trust him for his pard'ning love, 
..And try more faithful in the end to prove. 

It cP~lled before mine eyes, now growing dim, 
Strange scenes of trial hard indeed to bear

Temptation's wiles alluring me from him 
Whose kindly hand oft Jed me from the snare, 

And placed my feet again in safety's path 
When I deserved the vials of his wrath. 

Scenes of conflict loomed before my mind-
Confiicts with evils lurking in my heart; 

Pride~ lust, ambition, envy, all combined 
·with thousands more that played their fiendish part: 

To drag me down to dark perdition's doom, 
And wrap my soul in overwhelming gloom . 

I heard the hissing taunts by hirelings hurl'd; 
I felt the venomed shafts offiendiah scorn, 

Hurled by the rage of a contemptuous world, 
And wondered could all this be meekly borne 1 

Could my proud spirit brook such hate supremfr., 
And labor still such wretches to redeem? 

My heart misgives me and I fear to try, 
My single arm against the strength of sin; 

Yet something whispers, "On thy God rely, 
If'ever faithful,' thou shalt sureiy win." 

My ]father, nerve me for the conflict now, 
My trembling soul with strength divine endovr. 

My soul to its utmost depths was stirred 
By that mark of love so kindly given, 

And T could but pray that its pleasing word 
~fight be pronounced by the voice of heaven; 

V\Then Christ in the clouds shall descend to reigr:~ 
Well done, for "ever faithful thou bast been." 

Bless that sweet maid whose pure and guileless heart 
Gave me that token of such kind esteem; 

l'Ielp her, 0 God, to choose the better part, 
And make her sacred love thy constant theme ; 

And like that ancient Mary ever cling, 
To her Redeemer and his praises sing. 

CHARLES D.ERRY. 

BORN. 
At Sa,n Francisco, California, November 

20th, 1875, to the wife of Br. T, J. Andrews, 
a son. 

DIED. 
At Quincy, Illinois, December 29th, 18i5, 

Annie Belle, daughter of G. A. Nitcher and 
wife, aged 9 years, 11 months, 22 days. 

At Alton, Illinois, August lst, 1875, after 
an illness of one week, Br. Covington Har
ris, aged 73 years, 9 months and 17 days. 
Funeral service by father James Whitehead. 

At Deer Creek, Madison county, Nebras
ka, September 21st, 1875, Rosana Minerva 
Loomis, youngest daughter of Br. Chauncy 
and Sr. :\fary Loomis, aged I year, 7 months 
and 3 days. She escaped the trials of this 
life; for before they came, she was taken 
where they never come. 

,John W. George, son of Sarah Ann George, 
was drowned in a creek near Monticello, 
Iowa, in the eighth year of his life. The 
lad was blessed by Br. J. S. Patterson, Sep 
t.ember 12th, 1870. Funeral service by Rr 
R Buttolph. 

10 
At "Wheeler's Grove, Iowa, Decem£rant 

1875, of erysipelas, Rhods, Am'dmith 
daughter of Samuel C. and Mary · ' 
aged 2 months and 19 da.ys. 
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Andrew Sharer was born.Jan nary 12, 1819, 
in Saratoga county. New York, and died at 
the house of S. C. Smith, Pottawattamie 
<County, Iowa, March 3. 1876. Just before 
his death he said, in the presence of many 
members of the Wneeler's Grove Branch, 
that his work was not yet finished; he had 
eeen angels of the celestial kingdom, and 
was going to take up his labor in the next 
world. He told those hearing him that 
they belonged to the Church of the Lamb, 
and must be faithful or they would lose 
their reward. Services by Br. R. W. Briggs. 

Of epilepsy, February 24, 1876, George 
H. Boyle, aged 22 years. 6 months and 6 
days. He was born in Indiana, and was 
the son of Br. Moses and Sr. Effama Boyle, 
formerly of the Buffalo Prairie Branch. 
Funeral services by Elder E. C. Brand. 

At Omaha, Douglas county, Nebraska, 
March 17, 1876, Byron M., infant son of 
George and Sarah A. Sylvester, aged 2 
years, 2 months and 17 days. Funeral ser
vices by Elder Nicholas Rumel. 

Departed this life, at the Mission Branch, 
Lasalle county, Illinois, February ·25, 1876, 
Mary Elizabeth, infant daughter of Br. 
.John and Sr. Mary Jane Hougas, aged 3 
years, 1 month and 9 days. 

Also, at the same place, March 10, 1876, 
of consumption, Sr. Anna Lewis, datlghter 
of Sr. Elizabeth Lewis, aged 17 years, 4 
months and 29 days. "Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord." 

At Malad City, Idaho, December 9, 1875, 
of infiamation of the lungs, Mary Ellen 
'J'homas, daughter of Rees and Mary 
'.!'homas. 

At Omaha, Douglas county, Nebraska, 
December 17, 1875, Sr. Mercy Gee, born at 
Sheffield, Yorkshire county, England, Octo
ber 21, 1800. Baptized Sept. 22, 1863. 

At Shelbyville, Illinois, March 26, 18i6, 
<if quick consumption, after a confinement 
t.o bed of nine days, Br. Wm. Odell, aged 
54 years, 8 months and 9 days. 

At San Bernardino, California, March 2, 
1876, of consumption, Sr. Rachel Johnson. 
Sr. J. was born October 7, 1840 in Fulton 
<Jounty, Illnois, and was baptized by M. 
McKenzie, September 26, 1875. 

Willie W. Hudson, son of W. and Laura 
E. Hudson, born in Lamoni Branch, Iowa, 
September 18, 1875, died January 29, 1876, 
aged 4 months, 11 days. Funeral service 
by Elder Z. H. Gurley. 
He came a lovely stranger from his home in paradise, 
'Vith the lifo aud light of heaven beaming from his 

eyes; 
\nd we called him by a beauteous name, such as tho 

,,. angels love, 
' such as they'll delight to speak, in their bleat 

FQ).home above; 
rl has called him back again, and we gave him 

Withe to Him, 
c~ soil upon his beauty, or a ray of brightness 

At his residence in Douglas county, Ne
braska, on the 8th day of March, 18i6, of 
rheumatic fever, Br. Zenos B. Leach. The 
deceased was born in Frauklin county, 
Vermont, on the 15th day of January, 1816, 
and united iu faith with the Latter Day 
Saints in Ms.y, 1850. From that day to the 
time of his death, he has ever been true to 
his Savior's colors; and a more valiant sol· 
dier never bore arms in the cause of truth. 
'fhe Reorganizo,tion found him early in its 
ranks, with his voice still lifted in the gos
pel's defence. H was his life's theme, and 
as long as he had power to speak, bis testi
mony as to its truth was beard. Just before 
his death he had a sweet foretaste "of the 
joys in store for the righteous." He was 
caught away by the Spirit, and like Moses 
of old, had a glimpse of the fair land be
yond. Said he, "l stood alone upon the 
bank of a little narrow river. On the side 
wher€e I was, there was nothing beautiful or 
lovely; but on the other, oh! what enrap
turing scenes were presented to my view. 
Pen cannot describe them, tongue tell of 
them, or the heart of man conceive of their 
wonderous beauties, glories and loveliness. 
There was the most beautiful land, the 
most beautiful waters, the most beautiful 
flowers, the most beautiful birds, and count
less numbers of the most beautiful beings, 
clad in robes of purest white, roamed in 
ceasless joys the elysian fields. They beck
oned to me to come over the st.ream, and 
held forth their hands-which I (fould al
most touch-to assist me over, but I could 
not go. I would have given worlds, had I 
possessed them, if I could have gone, but 
something held me back." All night long 
he sung hymns of joy and shouted hallelu-

1 

jab's to God; and for days afterward, 
whene·ver the subject was mentioned in his· 
hearing, he would break forth in songs of 
praise to his Redeemer's name. He has 
now lain down his armor, has fought bis 
last battle, has kept the faith, has endured 
to the end, has died the death of the right
eous, hence there is a crown of eternal life 
laid up for him in the resurrection of the 
ust. May our last end be like his. 

Funeral services by Elder Th~s. J. Smith. 

Addresses. 
John 'f. Davies, box 38, Cherokee, Craw

ford county, Kansas. 
David Dancer, box 50, Plano, Kendall 

countv, Illinois. 
.He~an C. Smith, Clyde, Antelope coun

ty, Nebraska. 
M. B. Oliver, 318 North 4t.h Street., Bur

lington, Iowa. 
Alexander H. Smith, Nauvoo, Hancock 

county, Illinois. 
Jam es Kemp and Albert Bishop, Stewarts

ville, DeKalb county, Missouri. 
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A Wise Answer. 
Some of the fancies of the .Jewish Talmud 

are very witty and neat. Particularly so 
are those short apothegms which illustrate 
or defend some attribute of God by answer
ing an infidel's objection. The following is 
a perfect specimen of Oriental retort: 

A prince once said to Rabbi Gamaliel
"Y our God is a thief; he surprised Adam 

in his sleep, and stole a rib from him." 
The Rabbi's daughter overheard this 

speech, and whispered a word or two in her 
father's ear, asking his permission to an~wer 
this singular opinion herself. He gave his 
consent. 

The girl stepped forward, and feigning 
terror and dismay, threw her arms aloft in 
supplication, and cried out: 

"My liege, my liege! .Justice. Revenge!" 
"What has happened?" asked the prince. 
"A wicked theft has taken place," she 

replied. "A robber has crept secretly into 
our house, carried a s'.lver goblet, and left 
a gold one in its stead." 

"What an upright thief!" exclaimed the 
prince. "Would that such robberies were 
of more frequent occurr~nce !" 

"Behold, then, sire, the kind of thief that 
our Creator was : He stole a rib from Adam, 
and gave him a beautiful wife instead." 

"Well said!" avowed the prince. 

".Blessings on the Boys." 
Blessings on the boys. Not the young, 

healthy, rosy cheeked, male savages of 
thirteen or sixteen years. They cannot help 
being boys, and deserve no special credit or 
condemnation for it. But blessings on those 
hale old boys ~'f forty or forty-five or even 
sixty years, who bend their broad shouhlers 
to the burdens of life, but do not let those 
burdens crush their hearts; whose eyes are 
quick to catch the light of merriment over 
a droll story, and quicker to fill with tears 
of sympathy for a friend's distress; who re
tain a boyish love and reverence for all 
that is womanly; whose boyish confidence 
in humanity as a whole, though often shock
ed, never dies; who watch eagerly for the 
bright spots of sunshine on life's carpet., 
and seat themselves where it falls brightest 
and warmest. They rarely grow very rich, 
for their boyish generosity is too careless 
for that; they may not command the awe of 
admiring crowds; they are not always sys
tematic enough to be safely trusted with 
important office; but the nimble feet of 
chiidhood springs to them, manhood trust
ingly extends to them a wide open hand, 
women greet them with a confiding smile, 
and all through life they live and receive 
great treasures of pure love. God himself 
is very tender to these boys.-Confectioners' 
Journal. 

PUBLICATIONS ISSUED AND FOR SALE 
BY THE 

Board of Publication of the Reorganlzed Chwrch, 

AT THEIR PUBLISHING HOUSE 

PLANO, KENDALL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
---o:j:o:j:o---

True Latter Day Saints' Herald: 
A semi~monthly periodical, 32 pages, edited by JOSEPH 
SMITH. This is an official organ, explanatory of the 
faith of the church, and contains correspondence from: 
different parts of the world, giving accounts of the 
progress of the church, and setting forth the dealings 
of God with his people. 

Price $2.15 per year, half year $1.10, per quarter 55' 
con ts, free of }Jostage. 

Zion's Hope: 
Asemi-monthlypaper for children and Sunday Schoola
Edited by JOSEPH SnnTH. Price 60 cents per annum, 
30c. per half year, free of postage. 

Every child in Israel should be supplied with the 
HOPE, It is designed specially to qualify them for 
the great future, in which we anticipate their per~ 
forming so important a part. 

The Messenger 
Published monthly at Salt Lake City, Utah, in tho in
terest of the Reorganized Church. 1 Jason W. Briggs, 
editor. Postage free, 50 cents per year. 

.IIoly Scriptures: 
Inspired l'ranslation by Joseph the Na,.tyr. 

Ifound in Uoan, ...... 1 95 
H Imitation Turkey, ........ 2 45 

Turkey Superior Plain ... . ...... 2 90 
In all cases when sent from the office, postage, or 

expressage, is to be added to the pricP,. The postage 
0u each booh. is twenty-eight cents. When sold at the 
office, no addition to be made. 
New Testament, inspired 65, 

'l'he Saints' Harp-Hymn Book: 
Dound in Roan, plain ...... 1 25 

"' Roan, gilt, gllt edges ...... 1 75-
l\Iorocco, plain, marbled. edges 2 00 
~Torocco, gilt, gilt edges ...... 2 ~;; 

Doctrine and Covenants. 
In sprinklecl Sheep ....... . 
In Morocco, marpletl etlges, 

Hesperis: 
Poems 1 by David I-I. Smith, 202 pages, fancy 

....... 1 25 
...... 1 7& 

cloth, gilt edges l GG 

Book of :Mormon: 
Bound in :Morocco, plain, marbled edges 1 50 

PampJ1lets : 
nuies of Order and Debate for all the DeHberathe 

Assmblias of the Church; also a chapter on Branch 
Rules, arnl one on Repqrts of Branches and Districts~ 
32 mo., 128 pages, bound in limp cloth, 50 cts. 

Visions of Joseph Smith the Seer, Discoveries of An~ 
cient American Records ancl ltelics, with the State
ment of Dr. Lederer (Converted JeiY) and Others, in 
colored covers, 43 pages, by mail 10 cents each, thren 
for 25 cents, twelve for 75 cents. 
'.rhe Voice of "\Yarning and Instruction to all People: 

74 pages, by mail 20 cents each; three for 50 centsj 
one dozen for $2. 

Trial of the 1Vitnesses to the Resurrection of Jesus;~ 
a legal argument, 3Q pages, 10 cents each. 

Maggie and Mary; or the Slanderer Exposed, 16 pagos) 
lo cents. 

Concordance to Book of Covenants, 24 pages, 10 cents~ 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Ordination Certificates,. 

bound in flexible covers, 40 cents each. 
Minutes of ltnnual Conference, of 187:i, lOc. each, 
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Tracts: 
No. 1, i\fountain of the Lord's House, 8 pages, 20 cents 

per dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 
No. 2, Truth Made 1\Ianifest, 12 pages, 25 cents per do

zen, $1.75 per hundred. 
No. 3, Voice of the Good Shepherd, 4 pages, 8 cents 

per dozen, 60 cents per hundred .. 
No. 4, Epitome of Faith and Doctrine, one page, 5 cts. 

per dozen, 30 cents per hundred. 
No. 5, The Gospel, 2 pages, 6 cents per dozen, 35 cents 

per hundred. 
No. 6, The "One Ilaptism;" its l\iode, Subject_s, _Pre-Re

quisites and Design; and Who Shall Adm1n1ster; 18 
pages. 35 cents per dozen, $2.60 per hundred. 

No. 7, Who Then Can be Saved, 4 pages, 8 cents per 
dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 8, Fullness of the Atonement, 16 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $2 per hundred. 

No. 9, Spiritualism Viewed from a Scriptural Stand
Point, 20 pages, 40 cents per dozen, $3 per hundred. 

No. 10, The Narrow Way, 8 pages, 20 cents per dozea, 
$1.30 per hundred. 

No. 11, 'l'he Plan of Salvation, 18 pages, 35 cents per 
dozen, $2.60 per hundred. 

No. 12, The Bible '1:ersus Polygamy, 14 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $1.90 per hundred. 

No.14, Reply to Orson Pratt, 16 pages, 30 cents per 
dozen, $:l per hundred. 

No. 15, Idolatry, 4 pages, 8 cents per dozen, 60 cents 
per hundred. 

No. 16, Polygamy: Was it an Original Tenet of the 
Church 1 10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.60 per hun
dred. 

No. 17, The Successor in the Prophetic Office and Pre
sidency of the Church, 16 pages, 30 cents per dozen, 
$2 per hundred. 

No. 18, Rejection of the Church, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 

tfo. 20, 'fhe "One Body;" or the Church of Christ under 
the Apostleship and under the Apostasy, 16 pages, 
30 cents per dozen, $2 per hundred. 

No. 21. Truths by 'l'hree Witnesses, one page, 5 cents 
per dozen, 20 cents per hundred. 

No. 22, Faith and Repenhmce, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 

No. 23, Baptism, 10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.60 per 
hundred. 

No. 24, The Kingdom of God, 4 pages, 8 cents per doz
en, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 25, Laying on of Hands, 4 pages, 8 cents per doz. 
en, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. ::!6, Mountain of the Lord's House, 4 pages, 8 cents 
per dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 27, The Sabbath Question, 12 pages, 25 cents per 
dozen, $1.75 cents per hundred. 

No. 28, The Basis of Polygamy, a Criticism upon the 
(so called) Revelation of July 12th, 1843, 8 pages, by 
.J. \V, Briggs; 20 cents a dozen, $1,30 a hundred. 

A Memorial to Congress, 8 pages, 20 cents per do~en, 
$1.30 per hundred. 

'l.'rial of the VVitnesses to the Resnrrection, 32 pages, 
8 cents each, 75 cents per dozen, $5.25 per hundred. 

Prophecy on the Uebellion, 20 cents per hundred. 

An assortment of 'l'racts 50 cents. 

IN GERl'IIAN LANGUAGE. 

No. 19, Epitome of Faith and Doctrine, and Revelation 
on late Uebellion, 2 pages, 6 cts. per dozen, 35 cents 
per hundred. 

Wh.c Then Can be Saved, 4 pages, 25 cents per dozen, 
$1.40 per hundred. 

The Gospel, 2 pages, 6 cts. per dozen, 35 per hundred; 

Blank Books : 
Branch Records, well bonnd in Leather backs and cor-

ners, muslin sides, printert headings, and ruled for 
312 names. Every branch should have one. 2 00 

Branch Records, same as above, for 624 names. 3 00 
District Records, printed headings and ruled for 1,248 

names, and bound same as above 3 00 

Licenses and Notices: 
Eider's Lice'nses, per hundred ...... . 
Priest's " " -" ...... . 

.. ..... l 00 

.. ..... 1 00 
Teacher's " ' .. ..... 1 00. 
Deacon's ....... 1 00 
Blank Notices for Lectures, per hundred 

'~ " " Preaching· ' ' • ....... 
" Two Daya' Mee~ings, per 100 

50. 
50 
50 

Certificates and Reports : 
Removal Certificates, per hundred 
Marriage " " " ... 
Branch Statistical Reports, per dozen 
Annual " "' two for 
Branch Financial ner dozen 
District -

Sunday School Tickets: 
Tickets for Prompt Attendance, per 1000 

"' u " per 100 
Good Behavior, per 1000 

" h per 100 
for I, 2, 3, or 4 Less9ns, per 1000 

'~ " per 100 
Reward Cards, per 100 

Miscellan.eous: 

.. ..... 1 00 
. ...... 1 50 

40 
15 
30 
55 

.. ..... 1 00 
15 

.. .... 1 00 
1& 

. ...... 1 00 
15 
60 

Emerson's Ready Binder, Herald size 70 
Baldwin's Ancient America. ........ . ....... 2 25 
Envelopes with Herald Office address printed on, 

per pack, · 20 
Rollin's Ancient History, 2 vols....... _. ...... 6 S6 
Cruden's Concordance of the Bible, cloth .. 1 85 

" " " " leather .. 2 00 
The Koran ........ . ...... 3 15 
Brown's Concordance of the Bible, .. ........ 60 
The Bible Text Book, .. .. ..... 1 00 
Apocryphal New Testament ........ 1 65 
Sh,•,et M-r;,sic, No. 1, Safe in the Fold, per dozen 10 

" 2, Feed my Lambs " H 10 
3, Song of a Cheerful Spirit " 10 

" 4, HarveSt Chorus " 10 

~Look Here.-The small colored label with 
~ your name printed on, showe the date to 
which your subscription is paid. ll.@Apr'd"5 means 
that your Herald subscription will run out on the 15th 
day of April, 1876. Renew subscription in time. 

NOTICE. 
When changing your place of residence, or desiring 

your paper sent to ·n. different post-office, be particular 
in giving, in full, the name of the post-office, county, 
and state where you had been last receiving it, and 
distinctly state the name of the post-office, county and 
state to which you wish your paper sent in the future. 

If your paper has been going in a package, state 
whose. 

Vlhen mailing a letter, whether in a railroad ~ar, on 
a steamboat, or while visiting at a friend's, in every 
instance give your own address where you a're taking 

Y";&,?:~king subscriptions for HERALD and HOPE be 
particular in giving the correct address of the "new 
subscriber." 

If your paper has been discontinued, state where 
yon have last been taking it, and the time it was stop 
ped. 

THE TRUE LATTER DAY SAINTS' HERALD is published 
SEMI-MONTHLY, at Plano, Kendall Co., Illinois, by th~ 
Board of Publication of the Reorganized Church af 
Jes us Christ of Latter Day Saints, and is edited by 
J OSEPR SMITH. Two DOLLARS per year. 

All remittances, orders, and business c'>mmunica
tions intended for the office of publication, must b~ 
directed to Joseph Smith, Boz 5Q, Plano, Kendall Cb, 
Illinois. All sums over Five Dollars should be Bel'lt by 
Draft on Chicago, Post Office Order on Plano, by regis
tered letter, or by Express. Remittances sent iµ. any 
other manner will be at the risk of the sender. 
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LA. TTEU DA v SA1N°T~' HE'R AT D · uf~ · rl. l l_ ' 11' u . • nu , . 

"flEAFoKEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, FOR Til]lltE SHA.LL NOT ANY MAN ArilC'NG YOU HAVE SAVI IT BB. 
ONN WIFE; AND CONCUBIN"ES HE SHALL HA.VB NONE.n-Boolt: of .Mornwn. 

•~WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS ARN m· AUTHORITY~ TITE PEOPLlll REJOIOli; BTI'i' WREN THE WICEJ-iJD llE.h..RBTil 
RULE, THE PEOPLE MOURN."-.Prov. 29: 2. 

V-01. 23. PLANO, ILL., MAY 1, 1876. No.9. 

MINUTES. 
OF THE 

Annual Conference, April, 1876. 

The thirty-eighth Annual Confer. 
ence of the Church of Jesus be
ing the twent.y-fourth of the Reorganiza
tion, convened at Plano, Illinois, at 10 
A.llL, April 6, 1876. Sang hymn 311. 
Prayer was offered by Bro. M. H. :Fors
cutt. Bro. Joseph Smith was sustained 
as presiding officer and Br. W. W. 
Blair as his assistant; Br. H0nry A. 
Stebbins as Secretary and Br. T. W. 
Smith as his assistant. 

President Smith suggested the consid
,eration of the Book of Rules and if au
thorized, that it be used to govern our 
assemblies. He asked if the committee 
were ready to report. 

Committee reported as follows : 
rro the President and 

Conference 
on "Book on Business 
Usages and Ru1es," 
session of Conference 
that said Book hae. been Find duly 
examined by us, a,nd is now published and 
presented with our recommendrttion tlrnt 
said book be adopted as a manual of prac
tice and Rules of Order and Deb;;le to gov
ern the legislative 8ssemblies of tbe Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. We 
further think that credit is due to the com
pilers for the neat and compact manual they 
have furnishGd. W. W, BLArn, 

Pr,ANO, 111., Ap:ril G, J 816. 

M. H. FoRSOUTT. 
JOHN S. PATTBR~ON. 

The recommendation of the commit
tee was adopted by unanimous vote and 
the committee discharged. 

The President suggested that the 
Whole JSo. 345 

,\ f . b d _, mornrngs o our sess10n .e evoteu to 
committee, quorum and council meetings, 
the afternoon to regular business. He 
also suggested that whether we are reg
ular delegates or not, we should consider 
the best interests of the whole Church. 
The Church now numbers upwards of 
ten thousand. The interests,we repre
sent are the best and noblest presented 
by any people in Christendom, .and we 
represent the cause of righteousness and 
truth, in contrast with the evil around 
us, for this age rivals in corruption the 
age of Sodom. ·we carry with us the 
combined interests of the ten thous
and, for it is impracticable for them all 
to he present, but perfectly practicable 
that they be represented. "'\Ve must in~ 
sist that what is done by us shall he ob
served by us in our public administra
tions, and none should seek to oppose 
what has been or may be decided upon 

the but all should wait until the 
arrives when the wisdom of the fu

cause the prior action to be 
It is better that a few strokes 

of business should be made correctly 
than that much should be done unwisely. 
'vVe have had enough of this sort of 
legislation. In consideration of the mat
ter of representation I would present the 
thought as to whether one hundred men, 
appointed by the ten thousand as their 
representatives to do their business, shall 
rnore satisfactorily serve the of 
the work, or the same number of s:ilf
appointed delegates, those who come be
cam,o they wish to do so. Delegates 
sent by a specific locality represent the 
body who sent them especially, and with 
officials not so appointed rcpresen t the 
Church at large. 
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Resolved that the forenoons and evenin~s 
of the business days of this session be de
voted to preaching and to testimony meet
ings and to quorum, council and committee 
labors; and that only the afternoons of 
such days be used for general business 
sessions; and that the presiding officer de
cide from day to day what shall be the 
character of the day's meetings aside from 
the business seasions. 

Brn. J. W. Briggs, E. Banta and W. 
W. Blair were chosen a committee to 
select brethren to fill the appointments 
for preaching during the Conference. 

Resolved that a collection be taken up 
during this Conference to pay for lighting, 
firing and cleansing of the Church during 
the session: 

That the adjournments, including the 
hour, be announced by the presiding officer. 

The President said that the Commit
tee on Location were ready to report, 
also the Church Secretary and Recorder. 

Sessions were appointed to commence 
at 1:30 P.M. each day. 

Requests for prayer for Geo. W. 
,Jameson, Srs. John H. Lake, E. L. 
'iVallace and Ann Goodrich were read. 

Benediction by Br. W.W. Blair. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOO~. 

APRIL 6TH. 

Hymn 197. Prayer by Br. Z. H. 
Gurley. 

Br. Henry A. Stebbins, Church Sec
retary and Recorder, being called upon 
reported as follows : 

REPORT OF THE CHURCH SECRETARY A.1']) 

RECORDER, TO THE ANNUAJ; CO~FER

ENCE, APRIL 6, 1876. 
Brethren:-I have the pleasure of submit

tiug to you the following Statistical Report 
of the branches composing the Church of J e
s us Christ, according to the General Church 
Record of names, the task of keeping which 

. you appointed to me two years ago. Con
sidering the comparatively small amount of 
time that I have labored upon it, I am grati
fied to be able to make so nearly a complete 
report as is herein contained; notwithstand
ing I much regret that branch reports, rec
ords, and corrections could not have been 
obtained from all the branch es in time to 
include in this report, as being full and com
plete upon the Church Record->i report of 
numuers, merely, neither being the design 
of the law, nor sMisfactory to the Church, 
unless those numbers are represented by 

actual names corresponding with those num
bers, whether on branch or district books, 
or on the General Church Record. 

Firstly, I present a list of 163 branche& 
that are perfect upon the Record as to num
bers, so far as known to me, or according to•. 
last reports of said brancho~ to their various 
district conferences. I thank the brethren 
who have so kindly aided in getting this 
class correct in season; and should any dif
ferences in totals, or in numbers of officials 
be found I would like to be informed; als0> 
to receive further items of birth, baptism 
and ordination, so that all may be perfect 
on the Church Record according to the num
ber of names. The officials in the following 
report are as they stand upon the Church 
Record, and in some instances may be in
correct, by lack of care in sending lists to 
the Recorder. Very many of them are with
out the items of ordination upon record. 

00 

"' :ll 
i§ ~-
~ ~ 

AUSTRALIA. 
Sydney ............. . 
Hunter River ..... . 

SWITZERLAND. 
Zurich .........••••.• 

EXGI,AND. 
Ilirmingham ..... . 
Farnsworth ....... . 
Hanley .............. . 
J;ondon ......•..•.... 
Stafford ............. . 
Sheffield ............ . 

SCOTLAND. 
Penston ............. . 

WALES. 
Llanelly ............. . 

CANADA. 
Buxton ......... u •••• 

East Dover ........ . 
Olive ..........•....... 

ALAilA~IA. 
:Butler ............... . 
Lone Star ......... .. 
Pleasant Hill., ... . 

CALIFORNIA. 
J3righton ........... . 
Davisville .......... . 
Healdsburg ........ . 
.Jefferson .....•...... 
O&kland ...... , ...... . 
Pine Mountain .. .. 
San Francisco ... .. 
Santa :Maria ....... . 

COLORADO. 
Denver .............. . 
Rocky l\fountain. 

ILLINOIS • 
Amboy .............. . 
Alma ................. . 
Alton ................ . 1 
Batavia ............. .. 
Boone County .... . 
llra.idwood ........ . 
13e1levil1e .......... . 
Deer Creek ........ . 

,.:, 

~ ~ ~ § "" -~ 
Q ,.. 

"' " "' ii'1 p; "' U1 E-1 

3 
(Officials not named) 

7 
1 
3 
6 
1 
l 

3 

11 

2 
4 

2 
1 

1 
5 
1 

2 

3 
~ 
2 
1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

a 
8 
"' A 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

l 
l 

g 1 1 1 
(Officials not named.) 

l 
2 

3 
l 
:l 
1 

7 
6 

3 

2 

1 

l 

1 
1 

1 
:l 
1 

l 
3 
1 

Elvaston............ 1 
l;'ox River,.......... 2 1 4 1 1 1 

(One High Priest is the Presiding Bishop.) 
Henderson Grove 2 1 1 
Kewanee............ 12 6 
Leland............... 1 1 1 
1\farengo ............ 4 
Mission............... 2 3 
Millers!Jnrg......... 3 

2(}" 

23 

1G. 

62 
10 
21 
42 

9 
11 

15 

38 

11 
13 
28 

22 
92 
51 

13 
12 
2(} 
21 
41 
9 

60 
9 

13 
12 

45 
17 
30 
15 
12 
67 
58 
17 
17 
42. 

. 30 
122 

8 
]5 
70 
30. 
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~ "' "' " A 
~ ~ p:; A 0 "" :::: ~ p:; b A 0 

~ w. ;;.; ;;.; ~ w. ;;.; 

New Canton ....... 1 2 14 MISSOt7RI. 
"iPlano ................. 2 . 1 11 3 4 3 160 Allenville ........... 2 1 l 30 

(Also two First Presidency.) Bigelow .............. 1 1 8 
Pecatonica ......... 1 10 Coon Creek ......... 1 1 2 27 
Pilot Grove .... ; .... 1 1 1 1 43 Cheltenham ........ 4 1 3~ 

Rock Creek ......... 4 2 1 1 27 DeKalb ............... 48 
Sandwich ..•..•...... 4 49 Delana ............... 1 1 22 
Streator .............. 2 2 1 27 Far West ............. 4 2 45 

:Springerton ........ l l 32 Hazel Dell .......... :1 1 15 
Thriving Willow. l 8 Hanniba1 ............ 2 H 
Wabash .............. 1 18 Independence ..... 1 1 14 

IOWA. Joplin .........•.•.... 4 1 15 
Boyer Valley ...... 1 37 Platte ................. 9 2 42 
Burlington, (Eng) 2 1 48 Starfie!d ............. 3 22 
Burlington, (Ger) 1 1 19 St. Louis ............ 17 6 271 
Butternut Grove .. 3 29 (The High Priest a Bishop.) 
Camp Creek ........ l 1 13 v-all-ey ................ 1 1 1 22 
<Council Bluffs ...... 1 9 :J 1 4 114 V\Taconda .•..•••..... 4 1 1 27 
Des Moines Valley 2 1 30 Whearso ............ j' 12 
Des Moines ......... 5 2 3 64 ]}fI:N"NE.SOTA. 
Davenport .......... 2 1 1 28 Oak Lake ............ ., 1 l 32 d 
;Farmington ........ 1 2 1 1 43 Hope of Zion ...... l 1 2 1n 
Fremont ............ 2 3 2 1 50 Cannon Valley ..... l l l 24 
Glenwood ........... 3 15 1\IONTA:N"A. 
·Galland's Grove .. 1 1 16 3 5 4 143 GaU.atin .............. 1 20 
Harlan ............... 1 5 42 NEBRASKA. 
"Independence •.... 6 1 1 40 Cedar Creek ........ 1 7 
Inland ............... 1 13 Deer Creek .......... 2 H 
Jackson .............. 1 l 12 lUoroni ............... l 1 l 14 
\Keokuk .............. 3· 1 " 30 Nebraska City .... 10 2 3 97 
:Mason's Grove ..... 1 12 1 4 2 106 Palmyra ............. 2 1 1 40 
Newton .............. 6 3 l. 2 45 NEY ADA. 
North Coon ......... 2 J 22 Carson ............... 3 5 42 
Plum Creek ........ 1 10 2 2 92 Dayton ............... 3 9 
. '.Shenandoah ..•..... 4 1 30 0REGOX. 
String Prairie ..... 4 1 2 l 51 Sweet Home ....... 45 
<Salem ................. 9 2 2 1 65 Omo. 
Unionburg ......... 8 l 1 35 Amanda ............. 1 Hi 
Yincennes .......... 1 2 27 Kirtland ............ r, 1 26 
"'"Wheeler's Grove .. 6 3 2 55 I,elJanon ............. 1 21 
"Yell .................... 4 1 27 Minersville ......... 

CONNECTICUT. PENNSYLYANIA. 
!Fair Haven .......... 8 Bethlehem .......... l 6 

IDAHO. Hyde Park ......... ;J 2 22 
Malad City .......... (No officials named.) 44 Mansfield ........... 1 14 

INDIANA, RHODE ISLAND. 
'Eden ................... 3 1 42 Simmonsville .... , . 1 8 
Low Gap ............ 1 1 22 UT.A.Ho 
New Trenton ...... 1 2 14 Beaver ................ ,3 2 15 
Olive .................. 1 15 Ephraim ............ 6 1 43 
fPleasant Ridge ... l 36 Kaysville ............ 2 l s 
·Union ................. 1 2 1 31 Providence ......... 0 21 
Yellow River ...... (No officials named.) 20 lllleasant Grove ... 2 11 

lCANSAS, Union :Fort ......... 1 1 20 
Atchinson .......... 3 2 l 34 VIRGINIA. 
Columbus ........... 1 1 21 Fairview ............. 2 17 
Good Intent ........ l 1 16 WISCONSIN • 
• Jacksonville ........ l 9 Binghampton ...... 8 1 57 
Leavenworth ...... 26 Burlington .......... 2 :{ l 36 

KENTUCKY. .. Janesville ........... 1 24 
Farmington ........ 1 22 Willow ............... 2 28 

MAINE. 
163 Branches 1 :Bear Isle ............ l 12 

Brooksville ......... 1 25 aggregate f 4 26 z,1 411 130 123 G9 5349 

Deer Isle ............ :J 19 A"'ieraging about 33 members each, 
Kennebec ........... 1 2 2 1 34 
Mason's· Bay ........ 2 1 2 1 81 The following 98 branches are not fully 
Olive ................... 1 1 1 27 correct Uj)On the Church Record, although Pleasant River .... 2 1 1 20 
Union· ................ l l 14 many are nearly so, only lacking recent. 

MASSACHUSETTS. changes upon the Record to agree with their 
Boston ............... G l. l 41 last reports to their conferences, while oth-Douglas .............. 2 1 1 13 
Dennisport ......... 8 2 1 3 59 ers have not been reported to the Church 
Fall River .......... 5 2 2 68 Itecorder for seveml years. Some of them 
Plainville ............ 1 might have been put down as correct up to 

MICHIGAN. 
Coldwater ........... 1 1 1 1 45 last report lo me, but as this would not rep-
Galien ................ 3 1 ~32 resent the latest numbers, it was thought 
Hopkins ............. 2 1 .1 22 best to give the Church the benefit of the I_Jawrence ............ :l 1 2 1 61 
,fSherman ............ 1 1 1 3& increase. Officials are as they stand upon 
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the Record, and the same instruction as to 
corrections of numbers and additional items 
of birth, baptism and ordination will apply 
here also. 

WALES. 
Cwmavou .......... .. 
Beaufort ............ . 
J\'lorristown ........ . 
)Ierthyr Tydvil .. . 
:N" ew 'l'redegar .... . 
Yystradgynlaes .. . 

0.ANADA. 
Botany .............. . 
Buckhorn ..•....•... 
JAndsley ........... . 
Wilksport ......... . 
Zone ................. . 

ALABAMA. 
Antioch ............ . 
Coldwater .......... . 
Eureka .............. . 
E-vening Star .•...• 
Pond Creek ........ 

CALIFORNIA. 
Alameda Creek ..• 
Eureka .............. . 
Long Valley ....... . 
:N"ortonville ....... .. 
San Bernardino ... 
Stockton ........... . 
Sacramento ....... . 
San Benito ........ . 
Santa Rosa ........ . 
Visalia ............•.• 
Watsonville ....... . 
)fount Olive ...... . 
Santa Rosa ........ .. 
Unity ................ . 

ILLINOIS. 
Alma, (~t. Clair Co.) 
Bryant ............... . 
J3rush Creek ....... . 
Buffalo Prairie .... 1 
Dry Fork ........... . 
Canton .............. . 
Elm River ........ . 
Nauvoo ............. 1 
Peoria .............. . 
Pittsfield .......... . 
Princeville ....... . 
St. Davids ....... .. 

IoWA. 

3 7 
6 1 14 
4 1 14 
4 7 
3 1 27 
l 13 

1 1 9 
3 3 3 89 
1 1 31 
1 2 9 
2 3 27 

(Officials not named.) 6 
7 1 1 88 
1 12 
1 47 

12 

1 7 1 3 1 72 
24 
41 
22 

(Officials
2 
no{ na:'Jed~ 

2 
0 7 
2 3 1 
4 

2 
4 l 
1 1 
4 l 
1 1 
0 1 

1 
1 

1 

4 268 
1 47 
l 53 
1 37 

1 
61 
14 
03 
39 
19 
14, 

4 .J 2 4G 
2 1G 

2 55 
G 2 1 1 81 
1 1 n 

1 2 26 
(Officials not named.) 10 

1 46 
1 14 
2 27 
3 ii 
3 2 s 

6 
3 

13 
10 
31 
14 

23 
87 
32 
21 
38 

6 
76 
39 
GS 
11 

75 
35 
40 
14 

223 
44 
47 
38 
68 
17 
54 
30 
30 
15 

44 
15 
6~ 
78 
28 
50 

8 
25 
j;) 

25 
7 
7 

Boomer............ 17 16 
Buffalo.............. 28 26 
Crescent City...... 17 
!':Im Creek........... 2 2 17 
Farm Creek........ 1 1 30 
Lamoni.. ............ :· 1 1 159 
Little River........ 3 4 81 
3:Ion trose . . . ... ...... 1 49 
Mill Creek......... 3 1 2 26 27 
Magnolia............ 2 7Z

1 
90 

Nephi................. (Officials not named.) 20 
J,ittle Sioux........ 2 2. 5 3 · 4 1 110 105 

(1 High Priest a Bishop.) 
:;>forth Pigeon ...... (Last report to Recorder in 1870.) 25 
:'forth Star ......... (J,ast report to Recorder in 1866.) 29 
Pleasant Grove... 1 1 28 27 
Six ~Iile Grove... 3 1 1 1 22 23 
Spring Valley. (Last report 1870; no officials.)41 45 

IDAHO. 
Soda Springs ....... 

KANSAS. 
ArmstrongAcad'y. 
Fanning ............. . 
l\Iound Valley .... . 
Pleasant View .... . 
White Cloud ...... . 

J\IAINE. 
Green's Landing. 

1 
5 
3 
4 
a 
1 2 

22 
31 
30 
77 
2(J 

23 
35 
28 

23 

~ 
=~h -~~ 

.d § ~.~ .. ~-§ 0 & Oj) > "'Cl -:: C$ ~ 
~S<Jl~~8A 

May................... 1 2 1 
Rockland............ 1 1 1 

l\frssOURI. 
Bevier ......... .' ..... . 
Benton ....... , ....... . 
Galesburg .......... . 
Guilford ............ . 
Gravois ............. . 
KnoxviH.e .......... . 
Oregon .............. . 
St. Joseph ........ .. 

:MONTANA .• 
Dry Creek .......... . 
Willow .............. . 

NEW YORK. 
Williamsburg ..... 

NEBRASKA. 
Columbus .......... . 
De Soto .............. . 
Flo~ence ............ . 
Elkhora ............ . 
Omaha, (Eng.) ... . 
Omaha, (Scan.) .. . 
Platte Valley ...... . 

NEVADA. 
Fr3.nktown ........ . 

. l\Iottsville .......... . 
OHIO. 

Belmont ............ . 
Brookfield ......... . 
Syracuse ........... . 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Philadelphia ..... . 
Pittsburg ............ 1 

TEXAS. 
Bandera ............ . 

UTAH. 
Heber City ......... . 
Salt Lake ........... . 
Provo ................ . 

V{ISCO~SIN. 

6 2 2 36 18 
1 2 1 2 28 2G 

(Last report to Recorder 1869.) 41 
1 16 14 

1 2 0371 
3 11 13 

1 
2 

2 
3 2 

39 
60 

10 
23 

(No officials named.) 14 

4 3 
4 
7 
1 1 1 

(No officials named.) 
9 1 1 2 

1 

2 
2 

37 
23 
25 
15 
71 
36 
23 

14 
33 

1 17 
(Last report in 1868.) 

7 3 1 1 51 

8 3 
8 2 

42 
77 

27 

38 
44 

16 
20 

14 

38 
24 

58 
40 
26 

rn 
42 

26 
20 
50 

53. 
64 

21> 

9 10 
14G 124 

(C'lo officials named.) 7 6 

Darlington......... (No officials named.) 9 9 
98 branches total 4 10 13 234 91 72 36 34(Y1 3613 

The following 35 branches have never 
been upon the Church Record. I give the 
numbers as reported to the district confer
ences rmd by tr0,veling and local elders, but 
cannot give the numbers of officials except 
of" a few. I would respectfuly request full 
lists of names of members and officials, with 
items of birth, baptism, confirmation and 
ordination: 
Island of Tahiti 531Union, Kansas 10-
Clay Cross, England 24 East Brewster, Mass. 21 
Plymouth, England 10 South Yarmouth, Mass 1g 
\ValsaU, England 13 Carrolton, Missouri 8 
Abarl'tman, '\Vales 34 Willow Creek, Tulissouri 7 
Llanfabon, 'Vales 5 \.\'inston, Miss. 8 
Ton Yr Ystrad 1 Wales Hornerstown, N. J. 9-· 
Puce River, Canada 11 Bell Creek, Nebraska 12 
Usborne, Canada 27 Blue River, Nebraska 8 
Caseyville, Ill 15 Platte River, Nebraska 12 
Tunnel Hill, Ill 34 Monroe, Ohio 32 
Davis City, Iowa 24 Churchill, Ohio 30 
Chariton, Iowa 13 \Vest Wheeling, Ohio 13 
Northfield, Iuwa 10 "\Vanship, Utah 16 
Soldier Valley, Iowa 2G Sandusky, Wisconsin 18 
Union, Iowa 6 :Freedom, Wisconsin 14 
Detroit, Kansas 18 Websteri Wisconsin 9' 
Netawka, Kansas 8 
Thirty-five branches total - - -
One hundreq and sixty:-three branches perfect 
Ninety-eight branches imperfect 

571 
5349 
3613 

296 branches with a total of 9533" 
Average about thirty-two members each. 

The :following is an approximate of scat-
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tered members in five Ol)ly of the forty dis
tricts of the Church. This class comprises 
hundreds in various parts of the United 
States, perchance· thousands, those "scat
tered abroad" in numbers insufficient for 
branches to be organized. I think it need
ful that branch and district officers, and 
traveling elders and missionaries should 
obtain full records of all such and send to 
the Church Recorder, though it will take 
time to do it. 

The following are numbers without names 
or items, excepting in the last district: 
Pottawattamie, Iowa, (1 Sev'ty, G 1~ld's), 76 
J~ittle Sioux, about 61 
:Xorthern Nebraska, 15 
Central Missouri, 8 
Northern Illinois about 40 
Others sent in by traveling eld's, about 42 

Ilrought forward 
242 

9,533 

~\7'75 
The foregoing contains the following offi-

cials: 
3 First Presidency. 
8 Apostles. 
3 Bishops. 

93 other High P:riests. 
a7 of the Seventy. 

645 Elders. 
221 Priests. 
195 Teachers. 
104 Deacons. 

1,249 total officials on Record. 
Ilesides these 2 Apostles, also High 

Priests, Seventys, I~lders, etc., are not re
corded because of imperfect and incorrect 
reports, or their not uniting with any 
branch. · 

I will soon need a new Record Book, and 
in fact do already, and would like to know 
if it will be left discretionary with me about 
obtaining suitable books for Secre.tary's and 
Recorder's use. 

The following 30 branches have been or
ganized recently, all, I think, since January 
1, 1875; East Dover, Canada; Fair Haven, 
Connecticut; Rocky JJfountain, Colorado ; 
Alma, Caseyvilte, Peoria and Tunnel Hill, I1 · 
linois; Davis City, JJes JJJoines Valley, North
field and Shenandoah, Iowa; Olive, Indiana; 
Union, Kansas; Plainville, l\fassachusetts; 
Bigelow, Carrolton and Valley, :Missouri; 
Winston, Mississippi; Hope of Zion and Oak 
Lake, Minnesota; Blue River, Cedar Creek, 
Jlforoni and Platte River, Nebraska; Lebanon, 
Minersville, .L11onroe and West Wheeling, 
Ohio; Man8field, Pa.; Simmonsville, R. I.; 
and perhaps some others that I have over
looked. 

During the TJast three months I have 
worked constantly, not only by day but also 
at rate hours by night, in order to be able 

to present as complete a statistical report 
as possible, and a record ofna.mes that would 
match the nnm bers thus presented; and it 
should be remembered by those who think 
that the total is small comnared with other 
societies, that we present only bona fide mem
bers, and not the. aggregate of families, the 
heads of which only belong to the church, 
as is done by other religious bodies. 

A few only of the districts have seut re· 
ports of their branches with the numbers 
and chnnges.. As I have reported herein 
the present number of each branch, I will 
only give the changes and the spiritual. con. 
dition as reported by districts for the year. 

Northern Illinois : Total 57 5. Increase 
68, decrease 32. 

Kewanee: . Total 460. Increase 41, de
crease 22. 

Decatur, Iowa: 'Total 241. Increase 7 4, 
loss 10. 

Des JJJoines: Total 204. Increase 94, de
crease 22. District reported as being in a 
flourishing condition and the official memc 
bers of th0 Churoh using every effort to 
carry on the work. 

Pottawattamie: Total 338. Increase 16, 
decrease 13. District is in a fair condition, 
branches being in working order, yet little 
prev.ohing is clone outside of them, although 
opportunites are good, and it 1s to be hoped 
that. the demand will be supplied. 

North- West ]}[issouri: Total 152. In· 
crease 36~ d.ncrease 29. 

Central Jifissouri: 'I'otal 108. Reported 
as in good condition and the Elders- doing 
the best they can, 

St. Louis: Total 562. Increase 65, de
crease 13. Branch officers are doing a good 
work in their branches and in preaching as 
they are able. Br. W. W. Blair has helped 
them by his efforts in tho district and as a 
general thing affairs are prosperous. FivCl 
branches have Sabbath-schools, and these 
are doing a good work among the young. 

Spring Rive1", Kansas : Tota!. 194. Increase 
21, decrease 7. Not been as flourishing as 
could be wished: some difficult.les, consid
emble sickness throughout. that region and 
the moving away of some being the causes, 
yet there ~s a taking place a steady im
provement, and prospects are good for the 
future. ·" 

Northern Nebraska: Total 65. Spiritual 
condition better tlum a year ago and a good 
prospect of more beinj.!.' added ere long. 
Brn. Z. S. l\!fortin and T. J. Smith are la
boring in the field. 

Northern Minnesota: Total 53. Increase 
53, the result of the labo1·s of Br, T, \V. 
Smith. 

Southern Indiana: Total 157. Increase 
31, decrease 8, Spiritual condition moder
ately good, probably improving. By reso
lution requests General Conference to define 
its boundaries on the east and north. 
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English JY!ission: Total 243. Increase in 
two years 44. decrease 14. Ail the Saints 
are anxious to see the cause prosper. 
~ .Pittsburgh District: Total 172. A good 
feeling is manifested wherever the Elders 
have labored. Prospects are bright for ad
ditions at Fairview, West Virginia, so as to 
reorganize that branch. In Monroe county, 
Ohio, there is a good interest in the work. 

Fremont District: Total 446. Net increase 
36. General condition of the district is 
good and a steady improvement is being 
made. But little if any difficulty exists, 
there being a good feeling prevailing gen
erally among the Saints. 

_i1[assachusetts: Total 290. 
North Kansas : Total 54. 
Nevada: Total 115. The work languishes 

as there are no traveling Elders in the :field. 
Central :JJiissouri District: Total 7 6. Br. 

.J. D. Craven, appointed delegate, reported 
by letter. Is not able to attend Conference. 
Has been doing the best he could. Br. A. J. 
Cato has been preaching in Carroll county 
and organized a branch of 22 members. 
With a few exceptions the Saints are trying 
to do the best they can. 

The above is a summary of all I am able 
to "Present at present. 

Your brother in Christ, 
HENRY A. STEBBINS, 

Church Secretary and Recorder. 

REPORTS O:B' DEI,EGATES. 

Br. Jackson Goodale, Pittsfield, Ill., 
District: 

Numerous calls for preaching, but few 
men to answer them. Delegate hopes soon 
to devote his whole time to the ministry. 

Br. James Kemp, North Missouri: 
Saints are enjoying the Holy Spirit, and 

a great measure of unity and peace. Thirty
one have been added since January 1st. 

Br. lrlarcus Shaw, Northern :M:in'.
nesota: 

There are :fields where reaping can be 
done. He has labored all he could. A 
faithful Elder should constantly lab,or there. 
The power of God has been man}fested in 
tho healing of the sick, giving 13ight to the 
blind, etc., strong testimonials of the good
ness of God. The Saints do rejoice in them. 

Br. R. C. Elvin, Fremont, Iowa, 
District: 

Numer0us calls for preaching. He gave 
some notable instances of healing and 
blessing under the hands of those author
ized of God to administer the ordinances. 

Br. J. H. Lake, Nauvoo and String 
Prairie District : 

There are urgent calls for preaching, but 

few Elders who are willing to labor. Dis
trict is in average condition. 

Br. lf~ W. Blafr said that he would 
like to hear the Elders say whether the 
Lord endorses the work under their 
hands, whether he confirms the word as 
the Scriptures warrant us in expecting. 
Likes to hear statements of facts on 
these points. 

Br. J. R. Lambert, the Southern In
diana and South-Eastern Illinois Dis
tricts: 

The condition of these districts is thought 
to be better than it has been for some time. 
Difficulties that once seemed to threaten 
the destruction of branches are on the 
wane, and the present indications are good. 
The opportunities for preaching were never 
better, the greatest trouble being to :find 
proper and willing ones to do the work. 
The South-Eastern Illinois District requests 
that a missionary be sent there. 

Br. H. A. Stebbins, Northern Illinois 
District: 

Work in fair condition and good increase 
in numbers. The Saints generally desire 
to serve God and the sick have been healed. 
Has devoted all the time he could, and 
mox·e than he should, in view of his labors 
as Secretary and Recorder of the Church 
and his duty to the Bishop. Br. Patterson 
has done good work in this district. 

Br. James Cajfall, East Nebraska: 
Some are laboring for the cause and some 

have been added to the Church. In the 
Galland's Grove District the Elders are 
making a strong effort, and prospects are 
bright for good work to be. done in that 
district. 

Br. Josiah Ells, Pittsburg, Pa., Dis
trict: 

Spiritual condition of the district is good. 
Br. James Brown travels in it most of the 
time. In Eastern Ohio God has raised up 
several advocates who meet with great suc
cess. God has appointed the men to his 
work and to bear his counsel, and he will 
judge the world by their testimony. 

The following districts were not rep
resented by delegates: Kewanee, Ill.; 
Des Moines, Decatur, Pottawattamie and 
Litttle Sioux, Iowa; Central Missouri, 
Nodaway and St. Louis, Missouri; North 
Kansas and Spring River, Kansas; Cen
tral Nebraska; North-East Wisconsin; 
Northern Indiana; Philadelphia; Ala
bama and Florida. 

Br. Magnus Fyranclo writes from 
Copenhagen, Denmark: 
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Though absent from you in body I am 
pi:esent with you in spirit, praying for the 
success of the Master's cause. I can not 
present as encouraging a report as my heart 
desires, yet I am thankful to say that we 
have gained friends in Scandinavia this 
present year. Hold meetings every Sunday 
in Copenhagen, and some confess it is the 
truth. Br. Hansen went to the Island of 
Moen and held meetings, but th·e people 
were hard and said they would stone Br. 
Hansen and any that would go to hear him. 
He is now in Jutland, the largest island of ' 
Denmark. He thinks to return home in 
April, but I have concluded to go to Nor
way and stay this summer, if you are wil
ling. I shall be better satified to go there 
before I return. Two Brigbamite elders 
have been sentenced to bread and water 
there. I hope to be remembered by all the 
Saints. I think with gladness of the good 
done for me and mine. 

Br. Thomas Taylor, of the English 
Mission, writes: 

Has worked according to the best of his 
ability and to accomplish the most good. 
Is thankful to say that his efforts and those 
of the brethren in that mission have proved 
a benefit to the cause. Is, with them, still 
willing to labor for the spread of truth. 
The Saints there are encouraged and have 
J'.!Ot wearied in well doing. Should you 
make a change in tbe presidency here. I 
will do my best to assist whoever may be 
sent. May union and love characterize 
your actions in Conference. 

Br. Robert Evans, of the Welsh Mis
sion, writes: 

Since Br. ,J. T. Davies left be has travel
ed and preached in all the places he could, 
and feels that the Holy Spirit is with him 
i1nd his follow laborers. Those that have 
been baptized lately also receive the gifts 
of the Holy Ghost, and there is a deep in
terest for the work. 

Br. Glaud Rodge?· writes from Syd
ney, Australia: 

Th"at the work there keeps steadily along, 
adding a few .here and the:re. 'They travel 
as their means permit, and have met with 
as good success ns could be expected in es
tablishing the work nt different points. 
Many are believing g,nd rimding our works, 
and the way is open for at least three other 
elders, if they had them. The Saints enjoy 
the spirit of the work, are anxious for its 
progress and read the news from America 
eagerly. 'l.'he:re is a large field in the pro
vinces of Victoria, Queensland, Tasmania, 
and New Zealand. Had they some able 
men he believes that a great people could 
be brought into the Church in those lands, 
and hopes the Conference will remember l 

them on this point, as the mission is an im
portant one. They have received no word 
from those on the Island of Tahiti, but the 
wo:rk there should not be forgotten, as a 
good people will yet be gathered from the 
Society Islands. They are part of Israel 
whom the Lord led away to be remembered 
in the last days. Our prayer is for God to 
guide the affairs of the Church in Confer
ence, and we ask an interest in your 
thoughts and prayers. If continued I will 
not slacken my hands in the work. 

Br. J. 11. Hansen writes from Milton, 
Santa Rosa Co., Florida: 

Preached in Tennessee and Kentucky in 
the fall, and held one dehate. December 
28th started south. At Winston, Mississip
pi, baptized some and organized a branch. 
Thence to the Alabama and Florida branch
es. Br. G. R. Scogin has assisted him and 
expects to travel with him in the fu.ture. 
There are eleven branches in that mission. 
Considers it to be in a fair condition. Br. 
R. J. Anthony is ably sustaining the cause 
in Kentucky and Tennessee, and it will be 
well to continue him there. In Mississippi 
the prospects are excellent. He wishes to 
remain in his present appointment. Has 
preached one hundred and eleven times 
Pnd baptized thirty-four since last report. 

Br. L. Ji'. ll'est writes from Sant Rosa 
Co., Florida: 

That he has not been able to fill his mis
Gion to Texas and is mnoh disappointed 
ihe:reby, having had pleasant anticipations 
regarding that field. He wishes the breth
ren tha:re and also the Conference to know 
that only necessity compels him to relin
quish it, but the accident previously re
ported and the support of his family limit 
him to local labor. Is willing to do all he 
can for the work as opportunity offers. 

Br. J W Bryan writes from Bande
ra, Texas: 

That he had held himself in readiness- to 
travel with Br. L. F. West when he came, 
for being inexperienced, he desired to trav
el with one who is experienced. Has charge 
of the Bandera Branch. :Many say that we 
teach the. truth, bui they wish to hear the 
testimony' of othe:rs and see lf we all te&ch 
alike, and he hopes an Elder will be sent to 
them. The Saints there will supply ihe 
means to take him. 

Br. Wm. G. lfm,th, of the same place, 
also writes: 

That the Texas Saints earnestly dPsire 
the Conference to send them an able Elder. 

Br. 0. E. Cleveland wr~tes from 
Staunton, Virgini;i: 

That he is doing what he can in preach·· 
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ing and bearing testimony to the truth of 
the gospel. They are but few and not con
nected with any district, having a large 
teritory needing the labor of a faithful min
ister, if one can be sent there at this time, 
or soon. 

J3r. F. C. Waniky writes from Fort 
Garland, Colorado: 

That siuce last report he has preached 
seventy-five times and baptized four, be
sides other work in the ministry. Has much 
to encourage. him and the future looks 
bright. Is willing to continue there and 
would like to have a.nother sent into that 
field. Br. Ellis is & faithful man. He has 
preached much and baptized five. 

Br. E. C. Brand writes from Tabor, 
Fremont Co., Iowa: 

Has preached in Iowa and Nebraska, and 
baptized four. Requests the prayers of the 
Conference for his wife, who has been sick 
for fiv0 months. This has kept him from 
the field, but he has a great desire to mag
nify his calling, and would like to retain 
his present appointment, if considered 
worthy to do so. Had anticip&ted the 
pleasure of being present at this session, 
but is obliged to give it up. 

Br. R. J. Anthony, writes from Farm
ington, Kentucky: 

That he arrived in Kentucky in Decem
ber last, and sinoo that time ·has been doing 
the best he could. Continuecl and heavy 
rains, with much sickness among the in
habitants, has made the Circumstances un~ 
favorable. When possible the people at
tend well and manifest a good interest, both 
those in Kentucky and those in Tennessee. 
There is an excellent prospect whenever af
fail's become favorable, for the way is open 
for a good work. Has preached thirty-five 
times and baptized five. Is willing to re
ms.in if it is thought to be wisdom. 

'- B1·. B. V. Springer writes from Paris, 
Indiana: 

I feel that I have done all th11t I could in 
the Southern Indiana and South Eastern 
Ohio Mission. Field is a large one and the 
calls for preaching are incres.sing daily, 
even entire strangers are writing for elders. 
Gladly would I respond more than I do, but 
poverty prevents it; yet there is here little 
or no work to be hv,d to earn even the neces
saries of life. I am hee,rt and soul in the 
work a.nd willing to do all I can, even as I 
have already, sacrificed everything for it. 
Continue if desired and my family are pro
vided for. 

;~':Br. M. T. Short writes from Scotts
ville, Indiana: 

That he went directly from the Semi-

Annual Conference to his field of labor in 
Indian&. Religious bigotry and supersti
tion prevented success where he formerlv 
lived. By advice of Br .. J. R. Lambert has 
labored with Brn. H. C. Smith and C. Scott 
in the Southern Indiana District, with some 
success. Desires to ;:emain there if so in
structed. 

Br. Heman 0. Smith writes from 
Columbus, Nebraska: 

Preached in Indiana, in his .former mis
sion, until February 7th, when, in accord
ance with the instructions of the last con
ference, he returned west, preaching on the 
way. At Galbnd's Grove, Iowa, held a dis
cussion with an Adventist, An inc:reasill!!.' 
interest is being manifested where he ha~ 
been. A large field is open in Nebraska, 
and should he be sustained will do all he 
can. Feels willing to make any sacrifice 
necessary. Has baptized two since last re
port. 

Br. Solurnon Salisbui·11 writes from 
Hancock Co., Illinois : v • , 

Has endeuvered to do the best he could 
and to become a workman that needeth not 
to be a.shamed. Since his ordination, in 
May, 1874, hs.s baptized twenty-one, done 
some preaching and other labor for the 
the cause. 

Br. C. 1\f. Broicn writes from Provi-
dence, R. I.: · 

Has in all things endeavored to seek first 
the kingdom of God. Has preachecl every 
Sabbath and as much during the week as 
possible in various parts of his mission, New 
York and southern l'Tew England. Has 
found nearly all the branches enjoying a 
measure of prosperity in the truth of God. 
Branches have been organized at Simmons
ville, R. I., Brooklyn and Fair Haven, Conn. 
and Plainville, Mass. Has preached 11'1 
times at 28 different places, baptized 24 e.ncl. 
traveled 5086 miles in the ministry. Has 
hacl divine aid and blessing and has also 
been nobly assisted by the saints. 

Br. J. C. (J{app, of the Oregon Mis
sion, writes from"Stockton, Cal. : 

That he had just arrived. there from Ore
gon. Feels that his year's labor has been 
well spent.. Preached .170 times, baptized. 
31, organized 1 branch, &nd administered 
ordination, blessings, etc. The effort has 
destroyed a great deal of prejudice and the 
Lord has been with:him to strengthen &nd 
to bless. 

REPORTS IN PERSON. 

Br. n lV. Br1'.ggs, of the Utah Mis
sion, said:that: 

There needs''flo be persistent labor in 
Utah .. As u basis from which to work sue-
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cessfully, it is necessary that a meeting
house be built in Salt Lake City. Believes 
that the prophecies given during the early 
history of the Reorganization, regarding 
that land arid people, will be accomplished. 
Their boast there is that they have encom
passed every land to make proselytes. Ma
ny are in captivity and must be delivered 
from their bondage through the one mighty 
and strong. · 

Br. Vfni. If. Kel~y: 
Said that he ce.me back with a very differ

ent idea of things than he lu1d before he 
went, and bec&me as re.dical as any one in 
the ter1·itory. Thinks !hat the Church has 
11ot had the right way to deal with matters 
there. The mission demands the best efforts 
and interests of the Church, and a contin
ued effort. One of the main things needed 
is a house of worship in Salt Lake City. A 
:\lethodist gen!leman there has offered aid 
to the project when assured of the success 
of the enterprise. The people holding spir
itual rule there dread the Reorganization. 

President Smith stated that Br. Jo
seph Lalceman had been laboring in the 
::s' or th. Eastern Mission. 

Br. James Caffall of Western Iowa 
District: 

Said that he has labored to the best of his 
ability in Iowa and Nebraska. J;'~ople have 
been awakened to thought by the preaching 
and some have been baptized, while others 
are investigating our claims. The spiritual 
condition of the saints is improved, though 
this has not been 9,s general as is desirable, 
but we hope it will continue until all are 
benefitted. . Opportunities for preaching 
are plenteous. A few elders are r.vailable 
could their families be supplied. The:re are 
those who are working to the utmost of 
their ability for the work, and a:re m11king 
sacrifices, while there are 1hose who fold 
their a.rms ahd ai·e at ease, and also dispos
ed to find fault with what is clone. Some 
do not sustain the Herald and Hope as they 
should, but others do all they can, and !.here 
1s a willingness to sustain the Boa:rd of Pub
lication in any change or couJ:"se l'hey may 
suggest. The call of the Church Secretary 
and Recorder is not altogether unheeded, 
though the wo1·k may go siowly, as the rec
ords have been so badly kept in the past. 

Br. John S. Patterson reported in 
person: 

That since fall Conference hiici time had 
been exclusively devoted to the ministry in 
the field appointed to him, Central Iowa 
and Central Illinois. Found the spirit of 
union and peace in the branches, and e.s 
the result of the labors of himself and local 
brethren quite a number have been baptized, 

many have been strengthened in faith and 
others signally blessed with faith unto re· 
ceiving hesJth and cure. Held one debate 
with succasa and pe1·formed other labo1• 
in the ministry, and can say through it all 
he has felt the approval of the Holy Spirit, 
and is strong in faith in the ultimate tri
umph of the work. Is at the disposal of 
the Conference. 

Br. J H. Lalce of' the Southern Iowa 
j'viission: 

Said that he had labored in Western 
Iowa some time after the last General Con
ference, and had much liberty in preaching, 
being greatly blessed of God. Some fifteen 
were baptized and the power of God was 
manifest in healing the affiicted. 

Br. John 0. Foss, of' the South East
ern Ohio and Western Virginia Mission: 

Said that he had been blessed of God in 
his efforts. Organized two branches and 
one district. Baptized twenty-four. The 
elders in the district are now able to carry 
on the work, and I am willing to labor 
wherever it may sel•m good to send me; I 
have letters from Maine for me to return 
there. 

Br. Duncan Campbell said: 
That since the fall Conference he had la

bored in the Michigan District. Sicknes,g 
and temporal necessities had prevented him 
from reaching any other parts of his mis
sion. There is much desire in Michigan. 
for preaching, and the Saints are desirous 
of doing all they can in the interests of the 
work. 

Br. J. R. Lambert reported in person: 
Has labored in his mission to Southern 

Indiana ar.d Southern Illinois the past year, 
and feels to p1ra.ise Him fo:r whom we work, 
that the labor is not in vain.. and is content 
with the assurance of ·havhig done something 
in the cause committed to our trust. H&s 
.preaGhed seventy-six times and baptized 
three, His desires and determinatiGns for 
the work remain uncho,nged~ 

The chair appointed brethren to take 
charge of the prayer meeting at 10 A.J\L 

I 
to-morrow, and the committee made 
their appointment of speakers for this 
evening. Sung hymn 896. Benedic
tion lk W.W. Blair. 

At- 7 : 30 P.M. preaching by Br. Jack
son Goodale, assisted by :m~. J. C. Foss. 
Quite a large gathering of' Saints had 
by this time assembled from all parts of 
the union, and feelings of harmony and 
~atisfaction were seen upon the faces of 
al! around. 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 7m. 
During the forenoon the Quorums of 

the Twelve and the Seventies held 
·Council meetings, and at 10 A.M. a 
:prayer and testimony meeting was held, 
under charge of Brn . .Jackson Goodale 
and P. S. Wixom. The Holy Spirit 
was manifested in the giftR. 

At 1 : 30 P.M. sung hymn 182. Prayer 
by Br. W. H. Kelley. Secreta1"y read 
the minutes of yesterday's session. 

The report of the Board of Publica
tion was presented and referred to a com
mittee consisting of Brn. Duncan Camp
bell, G. A. Blakeslee and R. C. Elvin. 

The Librarian reported: 
As Church Librarian I beg leave to re

port that there are at present in the Library 
278 volumes. During the year, ending 
April 5th, 1876, there has been added 81 
volumes; 74 by donation, and 7 by pur
chase. Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN SCOTT. 

Auditing Committee on Bishop D. M. 
Garnet's books, appointed at last Confer
ence, reported: 

We your committee appointed to examine 
Bishop D. M. Garnet's books would respect
fully report that we find them as follows: 
:Moneys and properties received from Octo
ber, 1865 to December 25, 1875, $1992.27, 
money and properties paid ont from Jrnu
ary, 1866 to December 25, 1875, $1979.46, 
balance due Church, $12.81. 

JAS, c. CRABB, 

Huarr LYTLE, 

December 20, 1876. J. i\i. HARVEY. 

li,eport was received and committee 
was discharged. 

Report of Bishop I. L. Hogers was re
ferred to an auditing committee consist .. 
ing of J. S. Patterson, ,Jackson Goodale 
and W. H. Blair. 

Report of Committee on Location was 
read: 

To the Saints in 001\f'erence assembled, April 
6th, 1876, greeting:-We your committee on 
location, appointed at the session for Apl"il, 
1875, to "arrange for and effect the pur
chase of lands," &c., as per resolution , 
found on pages 299 and 300 of Herald; beg 
leave to report: 

That upon consuUfi,tion, only one of the 
committee, Br. J. H. Lake, being absent, it 
was agreed to send to various brethren for 
circulation and deliberative !1ction among 
the brethren, the following circular: 

TO THE SAINTS. 
The Committee on Location, appointed at the April 

Conference of 1875, have consulted partially the one 
with the other,i:id four of the five, the other being 
~~!~nt in the ld of missionary labo1:, are agreed, 

1st. An eligible site for a location is had in view, up
on which it will not be difficult to decide. 

2d. The committee is not in a position to decide upon 
any point definitely, because they are not possessed of 
the means requisite to secure the land whereon to lo
cate. 

3d. It will be quite unsafe to fix definitely upon a 
given point unless tliere shall be a sufficient amount of 
means at the disposal of the purchasing agent to war
rant the committee in ente:ring in upon proper con
tracts for such amount of land as will secure those 
wishing to settle where such site may be selected from 
paying exhorbitant prices for homes. 

4th. The committee know of no property belonging 
to the Church which may be by them offered as securi
ty _for moneys, if borrrowed of capitalists; therefore, 
do not feel at liberty to pledge the faith of the Church 
for the repayment of the means if so borrowed. 

5th. The committee can therefore see no more prac
tical method of raising adequate means, with which 
to begin the work of purchasing lo.nds, than the fol
lowing:-

(1). Those Saints who may bav.e means which tbey 
wish to devote.(consecrate-) to this object may set it 
apart to be so used, by sending it to the Bishop of the 
Church, subject to the order of the committee. 

(2). Those Saints who n1ay have means which they 
are willing shall be used in such purchase, either with
out interest, or at a reasonable rate of interest, may 
loan such moneys to the committee by sending the 
same to the l~ishop, taking his receipt therefor, speci
fying date, sum, length of time for which it is loaned, 
a.nd the rat~ of interest to he paid; provided, that such 
sum so loaned is to be repaid by the committee out of 
the proceeds of sales of lands purchased and sold by 
saicl committee, in pursuance of the object for which 
they were appointed; provided further, that no sum 
shall be loaned for a Jess period than two years. 

6th. The committee are of the opinion that from 
S25,000 to $50,000 should be expended by the Church 
in the purchase of lands at and ·contiguous to the site 
that may be selected. 

7th. That as soon as a sufficient sum shall be placed 
at the command of the committee, the purchase of 
lands shall begin, a,nd continue so long as the meang 
will permit; provided that unless a sufficient amount 
is raised within a reasonable period of time; the sums 
consecrated and loaned for the purchase of lands shall 
be returneU to those who so consecrated and loaned 
them,-the loans to be retnrned without interest. 

8th. The committee are now ready to receive dona
tions and loans, as provided heretofore, and to proceed 
to the purchase and location of a site for a settlement; 
and would mako a formal appeal to the Saints to now 
aid in the work. They do further assure all who may 
desire to help the measure, that they need have no 

· fears in giving what aid is in their power, as the com~ 
mittee are pledged to carry out the measures that may 
be devised faithfully to the desired end. 

The committee would, therefore, in view of what is 
herein before set forth, earnestly request, and urge up· 
on the Saints, an immediate and positive action, that 
means may be forthcoming in sufficient amount to en
able the committee to pToceoed, at an early day to the 
completion of the duty assigned them. 

Let there be no delay, but let every man take coun
sel with himself and his fortunes, and whatever he has 
to devote to this good cause, let it be at once set apart 
as before provided for. Saints, the work is now be
fore you, and whether it is done or not, remains with 
all, even every one. 

JOSEPH SMITH, Chafrma11 1 

On behalf of the Committee. 
PLANO, Ills., Nov. 1875. 

Soon after this, it began to reach the ears 
of the chairman of your committee, that op
position to the supposed >1ction of the com
mittee, as proµos~d in the circular, had 
arisen in certain localities, and among cer-
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tain brethren; some of greater and some of 
lesser note, which has to an extent engen
dered distrust and apparent lack of confi
dence in the wisdom of your committee, 
and of their fitness for the duties placed 
upon them, as a whole; we therefore ask, 
should it be decided to continue the effort 
to make said contemplated location; that 
the names of such persons now forming said 
Committee on Location, as are deemed dis
qualified by lack of proper knowledge of 
their duties, and the laws of the Church de
fining the same; and who have not sufficient 
wisdom to act in those duties, be released 
from said committee, and the names of 
properly qualified brethren be substituted 
therefor. 

And for the success of Zion's cause we 
your committee will ever pray. 

JOSEPH SMlTH, Chairman, I 
W11r. W. IlLArn, I 
IsRAEI, L. ROGERS, ( Committee. 
,JoHN H. LAKE, I 
DAVID DANCER, ) 

Resolved, That the consideration of this 
subject be deferred un.til 2 o'clock r. M. to
morrow. 

The committee appointed to e.xamine 
the accounts of the Herald Office against 
the New 'l'ranslation and Plano Build
ing Committees presented their :reports. 

New Translation account: 
We, your committee, beg leave to submit 

the following as our report of the examina.
tion of the New Trnnslation account with 
the Publishing Department of the Church. 

We have had, through the Sec1·etary of 
the Board of Publication, a thorough ex
aminRtion of the Herald Office Books rela
tive this account, and we find that rnanv 
items cannot be found ; only certain foot
ings of memoranda in bulk on some of the 
Books, taken from the books or memoranda, 
of "receipts and expenditures" of .Joseph 
Smith and Isaac Sheen's individual ac
counts. 

We find also that there stands against the 
:;;few Translation Cornrn1tlee a bill of $4,-· 
135.93 in favor of Bishop I. L. Rogers for 
which we find no offset on the books. 

Whereas we find by Conference Minutes 
of 1870 that Bishop I. L. Rogers donated to 
the Church the amount of $4097.85 less the 
amount of $402.93 due the Church for tith·· 
ing, viz., $3694. 92 net amount donated. 

We therefore suggest that the Conference 
order the Herald Office books be closed bal
ance of I. L. RogerB' donation of 1870. 

E. BANTA, 

G. A. BJjAKESLEE. 

It was moved that the report be re
committed with instructions for .the com
mittee to furnish dates and items. 

Br. Banta, as chairman of the com
mittee, gave explanations of how the 
books had been kept., and said that some 
of them were not to be found, only the 
balances brought forward. 

Br. Blakeslee spoke on the same sub
ject and said that as the committee un
derstood it, the keeper of the books had 
not made a credit thereon of the amount 
given by Bishop I. L. Rogers to the 
Church in 1870, to offset the account, 
as should have been done at the time. 

Br. J. W. Briggs inquired if the 
amount had not already been credited as 
tithing. 

Br.UBlakeslee stated that it had been 
credited upon the Bishop's books, but 
not at the office. 

The Secretary read the resolution of 
April 1870, wherein the offer of Bishop 
Uogers to t.he Church was accepted. 

Br. Rogers explained his understand
ing of the matter. 

'nr. Z. H. Gurley said that he was 
satisfied with the explanation of the 
committee and the Bishop. 

Br. I. N. W. Cooper said that he un
derstood th0 Bishop to say that he do .. 
nated the money to the lferald Office, 
but no credit had been given on the 
office books in accordance therewith. 

Resolved, That the report be received and 
the uommit.tee discharged. 

Resolved, Th~,t the committee on publish
ing tho New 'l'ranslation be requested to re
port at its earliest convenience. 

Plano Building Committee reported: 
We your committee, beg leave to submit 

the following 1·eport of the examination of 
the Plano Church Buil,J1ing Committee's ac
cilunt with the Publishing Department of 
of the C. of .T. C. of L. D. S. 

We have had, through the Secretary of 
the Boa:rd of Publication, an examination of 
the Herald Office Books relating to this ac
count, and we find that the Plano Church 
Building Committee is 

Dr. to the Herald Office 
This acct. is fullv itemized in 

M. H. Fo:rscutt's Ledger. 
Dr. to Herald Office 
'l'his acct. is from a book which 

cannot now be found. 
Dr. to Herald Office 
From R. Warnock's I,eger, item~ 

given. 

$505 07 

9Tl 54 

34 5"7 

1,601 18 
These items make up the amount of in-
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debtedness indicat.ed by Herald office books, 
but from the condition of said books it is 
probable that such indebtedness is the re
sult of not giving proper credits, a.nd we 
the committee recommend that this Confer
ence authorize the Secretary of the Board 
of Publication to balance the books. 

r~. BANTA, 
G. A. BLAKESLEE. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Board 
be instructed to balance the books. 

REPORTS IN PERSON. 

Br: T. W Smith, of the Missouri 
and Kansas Mission: 

Under my appointment I have visited and 
preached in Elm Creek, Plum Hollow, Man
d, Shenandoah, Iowa; Nebraska City, Ne
brask11 ; White Cloud, Fanning, Atchison, 
Le11vemvorth and Lawrence, Kansas; Ben
ton, Bigelow, OrBgon, St. Joseph, De Kalb, 
Independence, Knoxville, Waconda, Far 
West, Delano, Bevier, Wellsville, St. Louis, 
Gravois, Ohellenbum, J\.Iissouri; Bellville, 
Illinois. Baptized 4,2. Administered wit.h 
-0the1·s to the sick, and in nearly every 
c11se great benefit was received. Ifarmony 
and peace resulted from our l,abors, where 
trouble had been. Prospects Me excellent 
in many places. I visitNl David Vl"hitmer 
at Richmond, Missouri. He g11ve me !1 de
scription of how the angel showed !hem the 
plates of the Book of Mormon and tho en
gravings thereon. We also saw the origin
al translation thereof. He informed me that 
by Urim and Thummim Joseph lransbted 
a line at a t.ime, and when it was translated 
ancl copied correctly it would vr1nish and an· 
other line take its If incorrectly 
clone it would remain corrected, D11vid 
Whitmcr's testimony is strong' for the B~ok 
of )}form on 11nd the Latter Day Work. I 
desir-fi to be returned to iiEild. 
The Elders are trying the extent, 
of U1eir ttnd a zeP..lous spirit pre~ 

Br. 111. _[/. P1J1·s(~utt eaid : 
the fall Conference he had 

and faithfully to fill the 
him. Had also preached 

Nebraska Oitv outside of his 
courses" of leotiues in 

Shenandoah, Magnolia, 
Des T\Ioines, Newton 

11nd Iowr"; preached at l\fanti, 
Fa:-cmington, Vlncennes and Keokuk, Iowa; 
and in Illinois at some places, in all of 
wh.ieh pfaces the l\faster aided him. Preach
ed also 11t Hannibal Missouri, and held a de
bate in Southern Indiana with Hev. W. B. 
F. Treat, a Disciple minister, from which I 
am s11tisfied good will result. I have bap
tized 51, spoken 207 times and traveled 
2500 miles. I give to God the glory for 

that. which he has enabled me to do, and I 
shall still count it my highest honor to work 
with you to promote the cause of our Mast.er. 

Br . .J. F. 11fcDowell, of Northern 
Ohio: 

Said that he had baptized 7, pre110hed 
and lectured 124 times the past year and 
done other labor. The branch at Kirtland 
is in a very fair condition, and God blesses 
the Saints and they rejoice in him. Desires 
to know and do God's will and intends to 
devote his life to the ministry. 

Br. 0. G. Lanphear: 
Reported in person his mission to New 

York and Pennsylvani11, and some preach
ing in Indi11na, and at Kirtland and other 
places in Ohio. Visited the hill Cumorah 
where the Book of Mormon was found by 
Joseph Smith. Has been much blessed in 
administering to the sick and several were 
healed. His wants were supplied, as prom
ised in the word, by Saints and friends. 
Has sold 11nd given away 22 copies Voice 
of Warning, 24 Visions of Joseph the Seer, 
and distributed 200 tmcts. Feels that the 
Lord has blesse\i him in his efforts and de· 
sires to tontinue his work in the East, when 
occasion and opportunity present them
selves. iVfany honest souls are struggling 
under the bond11ge of spiritual darkness, who 
could be freed if the light was presented. 

Br. CJ. JJ1ills, of the Pittsfield District: 
Wrltes that he has preached in the 

brs,nches of his district, baptized 6, held 3 
debates. Some lrnve been immediately 
healed nnder his hands. Intends still to 
press onward in the Master's cause tm the 
prize lYe won. 

Ik E. C. Br(q,qs,-M:ichigan, Indi
ana and Canada Mission : 

Ho,s baptized 15 and 11dministered to 
many sick with God's blessing. In Indiana 
11nd Michigan the work is in good condition. 
In Canada some disturbing elements, but in 
a measure these are overcome, In n firm 
believer in the promis~s of Christ that the 
signs shall follow, but there is also an evil 
power manifesting itself in the world, He 
asked to be released from that mission and 
that he be not. appointed anywhere at pres
ent. 

Br. .Ale:cancler J:I Smith reported the 
Pacific Slope and his labors in 
California and N ovada: 

No mission tha,t he would rather labor in 
than in th11t country, hnt owing lo his pres
ent circumstances he requests to be 'rele11sed 
from that mission. 

Br. Wm. H. Kelley said: 
· That he had pre11ched in Southern Minne

sota. At Lake Crystal there is a branch of 
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·six members. Thinks there are more good 
and substantial people who will obey. 

The petition of the Southern Indiana 
District to have their boundaries defined 
was referred to J. R. Lambert and 'Vrn. 
H. Kelley as a committee to determine 
the matter. 

The petition of the Little Sioux Dis
trict for extension of its boundary 
north to .the Minnesota line, was refer
red to a committee consisting of Brn. 

.James Caffall, M. H. Forscutt and J. 
R. Lambert. 

Forscutt, assi~ted by Br. G. A. Blakes
lee. 

At 1: 30 P.M. sung hymn 1025. 
Prayer by Br. Josiah Ells. 

Minutes of yesterday's session were 
read. 

The committee on the petition of the 
Little Sioux District reported : 

We, your committee, do hereby recom
mend· that the limits of the Little Sioux 
District be extended to the Southern boun
dary of Minnesota, according to their peti
tion, the eastern line of the portion so add
ed to be parnllel with the eastern line of 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. the present limits. 
By letter Erastus H. and Ruhma B. J A~rns CAFFALL, } 

,Derby, of LaSeur county, Minnesota, M. H. FoRscuTT, Com. 
applied for admission on original bap- J. R. LAMBERT, 

tism in the old organization, and the Report was received, the recommend-
subject was referred to the brethren at ation 'was adopted as the order of Con
Crystal Lake, Minnesota, for their in- ference, and the committee discharged. 
vestigation and report. Report of the committee on petition 

On application by letter and success- from the Southern Indiana District was 
ive motions, the following named were read: 
admitted on evidences of original bap- We, your committee, would recommend 
tism: '' that the Illinois State line on the west, the 

Ann Fosdick, Sarah J. Wilcox, Ann Ohio river on the south, the Oh!io State line 
T G · h M G'lb l'V' · on the east, and the fortieth parallel of 

· oodnc , arcia 1 ert, hanetta north latitude on the north, be the boundar-
Trowbridge, Mary Barnett and John ies of the Southern Indiana District. 

'Timms. WM. H. KELLEY, 1
0 On t.he application of Mrs. Timms, it ,J. R. LAMBERT, J om. 

was resolved that she be instructed that Recommendation was adopted and 
·baptism is necessary in her case, as the committee discharged. 
Church has heretofore acted with the Report of the committee on Bishop L 
'Understanding that no baptisms are L. Roger's report was read: 
strictly legal that were administered Annual Report of Bishop L L. Rogers. 
after the rejection of t~e. Church in Brethren: The following is a statement of 
June, 1844, unless the spirit bears spe- l the financial affairs of the Church during 
cial testimony to their standing. the past yea:r: 

Prayers were asked for Sm. Mary Balance of ';:ithing and Offering Fund on hand . "" 

:Thlason and Erepta Richardson. ~i'~~ ~h~~:~·j;;;,"i·t:;.~;;~f~~~·it·t;;;·~;d~~·~r·c~~~$ ·244 
'' 

l\..ppoin'ments were made for preach- foren_ce to the Tithing Fund ........ :................ 45 
_._ • ... a " ~ Received during the year1 as pablished ......... 20 

tl:ns evemng and to-morrow mornmg. S15G5 42 
7: 30 P.l\1. Preaching by Br. Z. Expended for ministry, missions, the poor and " c• 

"I ("' j. · t d b Il Al d general Church purposes, as published .......... 1096 o, 
X • xur ey, assrn..,e JJ r. exan er Balance due 1. L. I-~ogers ...... :....................... 31 15 

R. Smith, followed by a prayer and tes- $1596 57 

tirnony meeting which continued until , DANrna Mrss:os FUND. 

midnight. A good season of refreshing Balance on J.rnnd April 1, 1875 .......................... $75 30 
was had. Iteceived .................................. , ..................... 53 10 

SATURDAY MORNING. 
APRIL STII. 

The Quorum of the Twelve, the 
.Seventies, and the Elders held council 
meetings during the forenoon. 

At 10 A.M. preaching by Br. JYL H. 

$128 40 
Pa.id out to Danish Missionades ..................... 118 30 

Ealai;ce on hand ............................................. $10 10 

WELSH MISSION FUND. 

Received and on handH ................................... $22 00 

UTAH CH~PEL FUND. 

Received anti. on hand ....................................... $5 50 
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The presence of Bishop's Agents in the 
various districts has necessarily lessened 
the amounts passing through my hands, yet 
I much regret the present state of the 
Church treasury, and trust that it will not 
long continue thus. · 

The districts have done a good work 
through the agents appointed. One agent 
has requested that I should publish their 
items of receipt and expenditure, so that 
the sources of supply and purposes used for 
may be known. If so instructed by the Con
ference I am w'illing to do it. The follow
ing is a summary of the agent's reports for 
the year, the receipts also including the 
amount left in their hands a year ago: 
-NafileOfi:listrlctT.Agellt'8Name I Rec'<CT Paidout 
Canada .................. I John Traxler .. I $··21 991 $~ 
~auvoo and String 
Prairie .................. J. W.Newbery 65 77 51 25 
Spr!ng River, Kan. Richard Bird .. I 3~6 01 272 1? 
Cal!forma .............. JohnRoberts .. 

1 

2"4 53 210 1o 
Galland1s Grove, Ia. John J>ett...... 45 22 45 22 
Pottowattamie .. .... Andrew Hall.. 72 60 65 50 
Fremont ............... Wm. Leeka..... 213 90 184 00 
Decatur ................. W. Hudson ..... \ 145 70 125 85 
C<evada .................. T. R. Hawkins 50 50 48 90 
San Bernardino, Cal Richard Allen! 97 75 107 37 
!astern ~ebra~ka ... Hans Nie~son.. )oo 9 8? 9 40 
"'. W. l\11ssoun ....... I Albert Bishop 18 4o I 62 40 
Colorado ............... ,John Ellis ..•... \ 29 70 24 70 
Central Nebraska ... I Chas. Brindley Bal G 62 1 ~· E. lllinois ........... IB· S. Jones ..... \· 23 451· 23 45 
}lassachuset~ ........ ill. N. Webstm·

1
__:s 50 ~ 

i 1$1423 541$1237 37 
:Net balance in agents' hands .......................... $186 17 

No annual reports from the Alabama and 
Florida, Central Missouri, Nodaway, South
ern Indiana, Kewanee, or Michigan Dis
tricts. Brn. R. D. Cottam of the St. Louis 
and G. R. Anderson of the Northern Minne
sota District report having received nothing. 
Bro. Andrew Hall, of the Pottawattamie 
District, should have been credited with 
having received and paid out $12G.35 more 
than was then reported, leavfog the same 
balance, however. 

Brethren:-We, your Committee, appoint
ed to examine the Annual Report of Bishop 
I. J,. Rogers, do hereby report that we have 
examined said report in connection with his 
books of accounts, and do :find that they 
agree and do certify that we believe them 
to be correct. 

Furthermore, we recommend that the 
Conference consider the advisability of the 
Bishop publishing itemized statements of 
the receipts and disbursements of the va
rious agents quarterly, the same as his own 
report. JOHN s. PATTERSON, 

w. H. BLAIR, 

J. GOODALE. 
PLHO, Ill., April 8, 1876. 

The part of the report relating 11o the 
correctness of the Bishop's account was 
accepted and adopted, and the commit
tee was discharged. 

It was moved that the recommenda-

tion be adopted, but discussion being 
closed by the order of the day, the sub
ject was deferred. 

The report of the Committee on Lo
cation, referred from yesterday's session, 
was again read, and the follow~ng mo
tion was made : 

WHEREAS, The members of the Church 
have not sufficiently-responded to the call of 
the Locating Committee in f~rnishing the 
means adequate for the purchase of land for· 
the location of the press, and the gathering 
together more closely the spiritual author
ities of the Church ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the report be accepted,_ 
(except that portion which relates of the ap
pointment of another committee), and that 
the moneys already in the hands of the 
committee be refunded. 

During the discussion of this subject 
Presidents Smith and Blair vacated the 
chair, calling upon Br. Z. H. Gurley to 
preside. 

Br. I. N. W. Cooper objected to the 
resolution, on the ground that a suffi
cient time has not been allowed for the 
Saints to respond. 

Br. W. W. Blair remarked that on 
some grounds he was opposed to the 
resolution, because of the opposition 
manifested in some quarters. He is in 
favor of such a work, hut believes that 
another committee should be appointed. 
He desires to be released, unless a very 
large majority are in favor of his con
tinuance. 

It was moved as a substitute that the 
report be received and the committee 
be continued The following, referring 
to the time of speaking was here intro-· 
duced and adopted. 

Resolved, That the time of each speaker 
upou the resolution be limited to :five min
utes, and that no one speak twice until all 
who may desire have spoken. 

Br. Jam es Caffall was opposed to the 
substitute. 

Br. John Keir hoped that the com-
mittee would be continued. 

President J. Smith said that they as 
a committee do not allege that their in
tegrity or honor has been assailed, but 
only their wisdom, or their :understand
ing of the law governing the case. 

Br. E. Banta said that he was in 
favor of the resolution and opposed to· 
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. · continuing the committee. He believes sired to be released .from the Board, of 
that the problem will work itself out. which he was President and .Business 

Br. J. W. Briggs still believes that Manager. By request he gave his rea
the movement in appointing this com- sons. 

,,mittee was premature. The quorums The previous question was called and 
have never spoken authoritatively, hence the Board was sustained. 

'no proper basis of action has been de- Pres. J. Smith renewed his request, 
cided upon. There is need of a more and, on motion, was released from the 
settled understanding of the law of God Board of Publication. 
among the chief authorities of the The President said that the vacancy 
Church first. must be filled, and that the nomination 

Brn. John Beard and Geo. Hicklin should come from the Bishop of the 
· spoke in favor of a strict observance of Church. 
· the revelations on the gathering. Br. I. L. Rogers nominated Br. Henry 

Br. G. A. Blakeslee was opposed to A. Stebbins to supply the vacancy. Con
. discharging the committee. Thinks ference confirmed the appointment. 
that there should be some such move- Br. Z. H. Gurley moved that the 
ment made. Bishop is hereby req)lested to take 

Br. W. 11. Kelley said that he was more definite control of the financial in
, satisfied that the movement was not the terests of the Church in the Herald Of
. best that could be made. He was op- fice. 
posed to any attempt at gathering at Br. James Caffall opposed the motion, 
.present. saying that the impression might.go out 

Br. Joseph Smith called for the read- that the Bishop had not been in faithful 
>ing of sec. 25, .Book of Rules, it was so control. 
read. Being put to vote the motion was 

Br. Josiah Ells said that he should negatived. . 
· sustain the original resolution. He be- · 'rhe chair called up the question of 
lieved that the principle of gathering publishing quarterly the itemized ac
was designed for the spiritual anrl tem- counts of the Bishop's Agents . 

. poral salvation of the people that they The subject was arguerl, some op-
may obtain a place of safety, a city of posing it because it would take too much 

·refuge. The troubles that have follow- space, while others believed that in 
ed the Church have grown out of a dis-1 justice to all it should be done, and on 
regard of law. If we are the Church putting it to vote the motion was 

·we must be governed by the rules that adopted. 
God gave through the man whom he I Prayers were asked for Sr. E. C. 
raised up to establish the work. The I Brand, of Tabor, Iowa, and 1\Irs. G. F. 
land wherever it is must be consecrated, vVaterman, of Glenwood, Iowa. 
or otherwise it will not be sanctified The Chair thanked the Conference 
and accepted of God. for the good feelingd manifested in the 

Rr. E. C. Briggs said that the people examination of the questions introduced. 
were not yet prepared for the gathering. Benediction by Br. A. M. Wilsey. 
Before it there must be a concentration 
of thou1.;ht and purpose. I 7:30 P. Thr.-After the usual opening 

The substitute being put to vote was services, conducted by Br. J. S. Patter
defeated, and the original resolution, son, Br. W. H. Kelley addressed the 
after amendment inserting the word congregation. 
"sufficiently" before the word "respond
ed" was adopted. 

The Board of Publication was pre
sented to the Conference for its sustain

, fog vote.~ 
Br. Joseph Smith stated that he de-

SUNDAY, AP.RIL 9:rn. 
10 A. M.-Sung hymn 1031. Prayer 

was offered by Br. Josiah Ells, who also 
read the 8th chapter of Hebrews. Sung 
hymn 101. A large assembly came to-
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gether, the weather being very fine. For report of Board see Herald, Ap-
Preside11t Joseph Smith preached. A ril 1, 1876. 
collection was taken up, as previously ·Br. H. N. Hanson writes from Aal-
ordered by the Conference, hymn 337 borg, Denmark: 
was sung, and the benediction pro- I have endeavored to labor to the best of 
nounced by Br. Josiah Ells. my ability and acaording to the opportuni-

At the close Br. Chester Bass and Sr. ties I have found to preach the doctrine of 
J.Iary :Fisher were baptized by Br. H. Christ. I have translated tracts and had 

them printed, It is not here like it is in 
. A. Stebbins. the United States where school houses and 

At 3 o'clock P. ::IL the Saints assem- other public buildings may be obtained. I 
bled for a sacrament and testimony meet- have made some friends to the cause and 
ing. Brn. I. L. Rogers and R. C. Elvin have felt blest in my efforts and that I have 
were in chare:. e. Hymn 783 was sung, not been alone, for· which the Lord be 

u praised. Circumstances will make it need-
and prayer offered by Br. I. L. Rogers. ful for me to return home this spring. I 

Those previously baptized, were con- am not tired of laboring for the Master, but 
:firmed under the hands of Brn. Josiah ever desire to be found as one of his serv
Ells and James Caffall. The bread and ants. 
wine were blessed by those in charge The report of the High Priest's Quor
and were passed to the Saints by Priests um was read and amended. Was adopt
F. G. Pitt and Ira Agan. Two were ed, reading as follows: 
administered to and one child blessed. P ·a d B th .., · t t' ; ; ,_ · "' ll d h" h resi ent an, re ren:-uy ms rue 10ns 
~':!.. test,mony rr:eecrng 10 owe , W IC from the High Priest's Quorum, I herewith 
was taken p.art m by many. I present to your honorable body the follow-

In the evening there was preaching inp; report: 
by Br. ·vv. W. Blair, assisted by Br. z. The Quorum numbers 39, as names here-
H Gurley inafter will appear. tlY resolution of the 

· · · High Priest's Quorum, all members of the 
Quorum are required to furnish to the Sec
retary on or about the first day of January 

}IONDAY, APRIL 10TH. I of each year, a written report of his labors 
,..,, , . d . for the year past. The greater number 
HJ~ Stand. was occupied . ~1!:'rng the of those having reported, a.nd here acknowl

mornrng servrne by Brn. J. F. i11.cDowell edged as having reported, complied with 
and J, C. Foss in preaching the word. this requirement, and to all of these, Li

At l: 30 P.i\I. hymn 965 was sung, ce.nses, .good until the 6th of April, 18~7, 
and prayer was offered by Br. J·ames will be ISsued: Her~after, .the Lwenses i~

sued to the High Priests will be legal ev1-
Caffall. dence of ministerial fellowship with the 

J\Iinutes of yesterday's session were quorum for one year only from the date of 
read and corrected. issue. Brethren who have not reported as 

The report of the commit.tee on the required by the Quorum, can not receive a 
Board of Publication report was read renewal of their Licenses until the fall ses

. sion of the General Conference. 
and received and committee discharged: The following brethren have not reported: 

We, your committee, appointed to exam- Wheeler '.Baldwin, James Whitehead. Ly
ine the Report of the Secretary of the Board man Hewitt, Zenos Whitcomb, James New. 
of publication, beg leave to report that we berry, James Anderson, Wm. H. Hazzledine, 
have audited ihe books of the Secretary of David l\1. Gamet, Hiel Bronson, Ebenezer 
said Board from May 16th to August 16th, Robinson, Silas W. Condit, Hiram P. Brown, 
1875, as per recommendation of Semi-Annu- John A. Mcintosh, Henry J. Hudson, Thos. 
al Conference of September, 1875, and find P. G:reen, Daniel P. Young. 
them to be correct. The following named brethren, having re-

y our committee beg leave to further re- ported, will receive Licenses: Phineas 
port that they have audited the report of Bronson, Thomas Carricoe, Stephen Rich
Bflid Secretary from Aug\1st 16th, 1875, to ardson, Israel L. Rogers, William Aldrich, 
February 16th, 18i6, and find the same to Edwin Cadwell, Winthrop H. Blair, Oliver 
agree with the books, and recommend its P. Dunham, John J~anders, Benjamin Aus-
adoption by the Conference. tin, Hugh Lytle, Thomas Dungan, Charles 

DUNCAN CAMPUELL, Derry, Loren W. Babbitt, Jesse Price, Geo. 
G. A. BLAKESLEE, A. Blakeslee. Joseph Parsons, Thomas Doh-· 
R. C. ELYIN. son, Mark H. Forscutt, William Redfield, 
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Geo. W. Brooks, A. M. Wilsey, Wm. D. Mor-1 D. S. Mills be sustained in the oversight 
ton. thereof. lmder 'vV m. Anderson to labor 

Of these brethren, .John I,anders, Charles under his direction. 
Derry and .Mark H. Forscutt, have been la-
boring continuously in the ministry; Israel Elder T. W. Smith to be continued 
L. Rogers, as Bishop of the Church, anft in his present field of labor. 
the others more or less in localities where Elder Z. H. Gurley to be continued: 
they reside, some of them with very good ef- in his present field oflabor. 
feet. Several of these brethren are over 
sixty years of age, some over seventy, and Elder 'vVm. H. Kelley to labor in 
one over eighty; yet are willing and anxi- Northern Iowa, Minnesota and Wiscon
ous to work for the Master as long as life sin. 
shall last. Eld J R b · The quorum has to mourn the loss by ' er _oseph . Lam ert to labor in 
death of two of its members during the past Northern low.a, Minnesota and Wiscon
year; but rejoice to learn that they died sin. 
:firm in the gospel faith. Their names were Elder James Caffall to labor in his 
Qeorge Morey and Jacob Doan. The quor- present field. 
um hereby offers its sympathies with the Elder John H. Lake to be continued 
loved ones whom they left behind. 

The Fremont Diskict Conference recom- in his present field. 
mends to us Br. R. C. Elvin, and after con- That Elder A. H. Smith labor in 
sideration, we offer to your honorable body, Northern Missouri and Southern Iowa. 
for your consideration, the following: Glaud Rodger to continue in charge 

Resolved, That we recommend to the Gen- of Australian Mission. 
eral Conference now in session, Br. R. C. 
Elvin, of Nebrask& City, for ordination to Elder ,John C. Foss to labor in Maine 
the office of high Priest. under the direction of Elder Josiah 

A:lso, That the High Priests' Quorum Ells, and that he be released from mis
recommend to the General Conference now sion to South Eastern Ohio. 
in session, Br. Jackson Goodale, of Barry, Eld B y o • b · d 
Pike county, Illinois, for ordination to the · er · · oprmger to e sustame 
office of High Priest. in his present field. 

Charles Derr:v was sustained as President Elder John T. Davies to be sustained 
of the quorum~ with Wm. Redfield a.nd D. in the Spring River District, (S. E. 
M. Gamet as his counsellors, and Mark H. Kansas and S; W. Missouri.) 
Forscutt as Secretary of the Quorum. Elder A. B. Johns to labor in Neva· 

Respectfully submitted, by order of the .:ia, under the di'recti'on' of D. S. 1u1·11s. 
Quorum. MARK H. FORSCUT'l', u J_U 

Secretary. Elder Jam es :McKiernan continue to 
The portion recommending Brn. R. labor under the direction of J. H. Lake. 

C. :l!Jlvin and ,Jackson Goodale for o:rdi- The Southwesten1 Mission, (nrninly 
nation as high· priests, were separa.tcly Texas), to be supplied with efficient la. 
considered and their ordination ordered. borers. 

MISSIONS. Abraham Rees to Welsh Mission. 
The following recommendations of the Their recommendations of Brn. R. J. 

Quorum of the Tweive were sanctioned Anthony, Joseph ]'. McDowell and 
bv Conference: Heman C. Smith for the Quorum of' 

··Elder ,Jason W. Brigf!;S to be con- Seventy were sustained and it was or
tinued in charge of the Utah :Mission. dered that these brethren be so ordain-

Elder Josiah Elis to be continued in ed. 
his present field and to extend his labors Br. Thomas Taylor was sustained in 
into the Eastern Mission. I~lder Banta the English Mission, and Br. lfoberi; 
to labor in the east under his direction, Evans in the \Yelsh l\Iission. 
if circumstances permit. Br. :Magnus Fyrando was continued 

Elder E. C. Briggs to be continued in the Danish Mission. and Br. IL N. 
in his former field, and Elder J. S. Pat- Hansen was released therefrom. 
terson to labor in connection with him, Br. J. H. Hansen was sustained in 
if circumstances permit. charge of the South Eastern Mission, 

Elder A. H. Smith to be released I and Br. R. J. Anthony to labor in con· 
from Pacific Slope Mission, and Elder nection with him. 
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First Quorum of Elders reported : 
PLANO, Ill., April 8, ·1876. 

Brethren of Conference :-There was sub
mitted to our Quorum further evidence in 
the case of Br. Isaac Beebe, but by reason 

·Of the small number of Elders present, the 
subject was deferred until the meeting of 
the Q1:1orum in the west next fall. · 

In consideration of the fact that some ofil
•eers of Quorums have thought it proper to 
remove from their records the names of 
<Elders recorded there upon because of their 
not reporting, and the putting of others in 
their stead, it was resolved that the First 
'Quorum consider this matfor at its next 
session and that it give an expression upon 
•this point. Respectfully submitted, 

E. BANrA, President. 
H. A. STEBBINS, Secretary . . 

Br. P. Cadwell, President of the Sec
·<md Quorum of Elders, writes: 

While I am absent in body I ain present 
in heart and mind. Invitations in this 
land to come and preach are increasing and 
·becoming numerous. Our branch organized 
·six years ago with fifteen members now 
number one hundred with good prospect 
for more. 

Br. D. S. JYlills, in charge of Pacific 
Slope Mission, writes from Los Angelos 
Co. California: 

The Spirit of God is moving upon the peo
·P~ e here. I have baptized fifteen here this 
week. One lady was sick a long time and 
it took two of us to get her into the water, 
and we had to administer to her while there. 
:Some had murmured about her being bap
,tized, but, thanks be to God, she was in
·stantly healed. Also a young man who had 
his leg broke eight days before and was in 
the water on crutches, but when he came 
out h~ gave them up and walked in the 
strength of Israel's God. Many marvel 
greatly at it. The gifts are also in our 
meetings filling all hearts with joy and glad
ness. The Saints are asking that a, weekly 
paper be published, to contain other matter 
than is now put in the Herald and adver
tisements from the Saints. We just closed 
a conference here. It was a time long to be 
remembered. We administered to one who 
had ,an evil spirit, and it was cast out, but 
s·~raightway went into another person. 
Again it was cast out, and then siezed a 
brother and sfruck him instantly blind, and 
with great pain; he cried out and we, lay
ing our hands on him, and in the name of 
• Tesus cast the evil one out and out of the I 
,houBe,'and we saw no more of him. '.J.'hank 
1the Lord for the victory. 

The committee, consisting of the .First 
Presidency and the Bishopric, who were 
last fall requested to give their views 

upon the jurisdiction of Bishop D. l\'L 
Gamet reported : 

We, your committee, appointed to define 
the boundaries of Bishop D. M. Garnet's ju
risdiction would respectfully report: That 
inasmuch as the revelation of 1873 directs 
th~ presiding B!s~op of the Church to ap
pomt agents until it shall ·1Je wisdom in the 
Lord to ordain other Bishops; and as the 
precedents already set under that revela
tion ~ive each district the right to an agent 
appomted by and accountable to said pre
siding Bishop, we do not feel that we can 
a~ present clearly define any boundaries for 
Bishop Gamet beyond the limits of Little 
Sioux District, in which he resides. 

JOSEPH SMITH, I. L. ROGERS, 
W. w. BLAIR, DAVID DANCER, 

HENRY A. STEBBINS. 

On motion it was auopted by the Con-
ference. · 

Applications for membership on their 
original baptism were received and Brn. 
Christian Seichrist, and Srs. Alcina 
Thompson and Sabrina Avery were re
ceived into the Church. 

The following was discussed and 
adopted: 

Whereas; the articles of incorporation of 
The Reorganized Church of J. C. of L. D. 
Saints locate the present business center of 
the Church at Plano, Ill., and,-

Whereas; provisions are made in said ar
ticles of incorporation for the changing of 
said business center to some other place; 
and,-

Whereas; we believe that upon grounds 
of econo_my, convenience, the common good, 
and a wise reference to the coming wants of 
the Church, such change should be made at 
an early day; 

Therefore be it Resolved that this confer
ence does hereby recommend that active 
steps be taken by those having the matter 
i~ charge, to make such change, at such 
time, and to such place, as they in their 
wisdom may think best. 

In reply to the question as to who has 
charge of the matter, it was stated that 
the First Presidency, the Bishop and 
his Counsellors and the Board of Pub
lication, as provided in Article 5 of the 
Constitution of the Church. ' 

No report on Church History ready . 
Committee on Memorial to Congress 

to report to-morrow. 
Adjourned till evening. 
7:30 P. M. preaching by Br. J. W. 

Briggs, assisted by Br. J. S. Patterson. 
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TUESDAY, APRIL llTH. 

10 A.llf. preaching by Br.John Land
ers, assisted by Br. R. C. Elvin. 

1: 30 P.llL prayer by President Jo
seph Smith. Minutes of yesterday were 
read and approved. 

The following missions, as recom
mended by the quorum of the Twelve, 
were confirmed by vote of the Confer
ence: 

Elder F. C. W arnky sustained in 
charge of Colorado Mission. 

Elder M. H. Forscutt appointed to 
labor in Iowa, Nebraska and Illinois. 

Elder'J. T. Philips to labor in Cen
tral Illinois, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. 

Elder C. F. Stiles to labor in Missouri 
and Kansas, under the direction of Br. 
T. W. Smith. 

We therefore decide such action of the 
Branch to have been improper and illegal. 

We find further, that Br. B. F. Durfee, 
did make an effort to comply with the de
cision of' the court appointed by the Pilot 
Grove session of the district conference, and 
offered such confession as,.we think, shoul<i 
have been accepted. 

We further find, that this confession was 
refused because an appeal was made by the 
Branch to the District Conference; which 
appeal was an improper one, as after the 
first appeal heard by the Conference, no· 
appeal could properly be taken to the same 
authority; but such appeal should have 
been made to the general Church authori-
fu~ . 

We therefore decide that Br. B. F. Dur
fee is entitled to, and should be granted' 
the privileges of membership in the Church, 
unless other and further wrong doing be al
leged and proven against him. 

JoirnrH SnnTn, 
Wnr. W. BLAIR. Elder C. G. Lanphear released from 

present field, and appointed t.o labor in Pr.Axo, Ill., April Gth, 1876. 

~orthern Illinois. Th.e Conference affirmed the decision. 
Elder Duncan Campbell to labor in The decision in the case of ,T ohn· 

ll-iichigan, Northern Indiana and Cana- Sneathen was read: 

da. ~ I IN APPEAL. 
Br. J.]. McDowell to labor under the The Church · 

direction of J. Ells. vs } Before the 
E ld J C Cl · I · • First Presidenc,·. , er . . app to labor m the Pa- John Sneathen. J 

cific Slope }\fission, and permitted to We find that in this case appealed by 
extend his labors into Utah if :f: d Elder John S~ea~hen fro~ the Kewa.nee 

t' bl ' oun Branch and D1str10t, there is not sufficient 
prac lCa e.. . . . . cause for an appeal: We therefore confirm 

The Presidency read then· dec1s10n m the finding of the court, and the decision of· 
the case of' Br. B. F. Durfee: the llranch, heretofore had in the case. 

To the Brethren in Conference Assembled: .JOSEPH SMITH. 
IN APPEAL. PLANO, April 6th. 1876. W. W. BLAIR. 

The Church I Tl 1 . . ffi a 
vs. ' i Before the . ie 1 ecrnwn was a -rme . 

B. F. Durfee, C First Presidency. The decision in the case of Br. J·. D. 
et al. j Bennett was read: 

In the case of Il. F. Durfee, brought be
fore us from the Keokuk Branch, on appeal 
by said B. Ji'. Durfee. -

We find that sufficient notice of the time 
and place when and where the court would 
sit to try the charges against Br. B. F. Dur
fee was not given him; as it appears in evi
dence that he was notified of this only on 
the morning of the day on which such trial 
was to occur; and that he then gave notice 
to the court that he could not attend, being 
unprepared. 

We find that the appeal from the decision 
of the Elders' Court which tried the case, to 
the District Conference, was virtually made 
before the decision of the branch by which 
Br. Durfee was cut off; due notice having 
been given the officers of the branch, of 
which they should have taken notice. and 
have granted a stay of proceedings. , 

IN AP.PEAL. 
The Church, } Before the 

.T. D. ~~nnett. First Presidency. 
We find that inasmuch'as the said Elder 

J. D. Bennett did comply with the finding 
of the court which examined the case at the 
Butternut Grove Conference, January, 1875, 
he should thereupon be restored to the 
privileges and communion of the Church as 
a member and an officer in the Church; 
and that the branch of which he is now a 
member be instructed to this eff11ct, and 
that further prosecution upon past charges. 
had against said J. D. Bennett be abandon-
ed. JosEPH s~nTn, 

W11r. w. BLAIR. 
l'LANO, Ill., April 6th, 1876. 

A majority vote favored the decision. 
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Decision in case of Stephen Maloney 
was read: · 

IN APPEAL. 
. The Church } 

vs. 
S. Maloney. 

Before the 
First Presidency. 

curred through members leaving one branch 
and joining another without a certificate of 
membership; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That members leaving one 
branch,. shall not be permitted to join an
other without a certificate of membership. 

Twenty-two voted for and fifteen 
against. 

The following was moved : 

In this case we ask further time for fur
ther inquiry; as it appears in the evidence 
that certain minutes and records are miss
·ing; or have not been kept. 

JOSEPH SMITH, Wh_ereas, some years ago it was proposed 
PM:"<O, April 5th, 187G. W. W. BLAIR. to build a house of worship in Salt Lake 
The decision was affirmed. City, and some means having been raised 
Th for that object, which was subsequently 

e papers in these cases were filed placed in the general church fund, by vote 
with the Church Secretary, April oth of Conference, therefore be it 
1876. ' Resolved, That this Conference authorize 

The following was adopted : the Bishop to transfer said money to the 
Utah Chapel Fnnd again to be used in the 

WHEREAS, The Davis City Branch of the erection of a building in that place the 
Church has by letter recommended Br. present season. 
Peter Brix to this Conference for ordination 
to the office of an Elder, and to be sent to On motion it was deferred subject to 
labor in the Scandinavian Mission; .there- call. 
fore, be it The following was moved : 

Resolved, That said Peter Brix be now 
ord11ined to the o. :ffice of an elder, and be I Resolved, That this Confer~nce look with 
sent to labor in Scandinavia under the favor upon the effort to bmld a chapel or 
presidency of M. Fyrando. ' ~ouse of worship in Salt Lake City, and 

Th 1 • "d t1 t th that we will encourage its erection. 
e cna1r sai . rn ere was neces-

of attention being directed to locali- Pending the obtaining of certain doc-
ties where defection and trial exist. uments on the subject, the question of 

A petition was read, asking the Gen- time and place of adjournment was taken 
cral Conference to ratify the consolida- up .. Cl~ims were presented in favor of 
tion of the Eastern Nebl'aska and the St. Loms Mo., Galland's Grove, Council 
Northern Nebraska Districts. Bluffs and Decatur county, Iowa, but the 

On motion, the petition was grnnted latter being withdrawn, the vote was 
and consolidation ordered. ' taken upon the other three, untii a final 

Report of Br. M. H. Forscutt on mu- choice was made of Council Bluffs. 
sic book was read· Motions were also made concernino-

Jlir. President an~ lJrethren:-As one of the time, some advocating Sept. 6, som~ 
the Committee on Music, I have to report Sept. 27, some Oct. 3, and some Oct. 6. 
the selection of some sixty tunes, from Ger- ~ yote being taken upon each, the de
man, English, Welsh, ancl American com- ms10n was made that Conference when 
posers, and the prepD,ration of a few origin- it shall do so to meet October 
al tunes, subject to the order of the Presi
dent of the Committee. 

I regret that no report is received bv you 
from the 1:l1'ethren who form the Corm:;;ittee 
on Music; and respectfolly, as one of said 
committee, urge that 'this conference, 
through its officers, notify the president of 
said committee that the committee is re
quested to make an official report at the 
next Semi-Annual Conference. Respectful-
ly submitted, MARK H. FORSCUTT. 

After some discussion, duri n!!. which 
section 52, paragraph 9, Book o"'f Cove
nants, was read, the following was adopt
'ed: 

WHEREAS, Much unpleasantness has 00· 

6, 
~The Utah Chapel question being call

ed np a rnmonstrance from Utah si"'ned 
b 1 · . b . y t nrty-s1x persons was read j also a 
letter from Bro. Geo. Gregory making 
statements in favor of erecting said 
chapel, and the address of' the Building 
Committee. 

The subject was discussed, but the 
time to close having arrived, Conference 
adjourned, with benediction by Bro. J. 
W. Briggs. 

7: 30 p. m., preaching by Bro. J. S. 
Plltterson, assisted by Bro. D. Campbell. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12TH. the Judiciary. They would have been pre-
10 l · b B J C F sented when they cani.e to hand, bnt I was 

a. m., preac nng Y ro. · · 1 oss, in donbt as to whether they should be re-
cassisted by Bro. C. F. Stiles. ferred to Committee on Territories or on the 

1 : 30 p. m. After the usual opening Judiciary. I called on Mr. Page this morn
.exercises, with prayer by Bro. Jackson ing and. learned from him that his bill was 
Goodale, Minutes of yesterday were read, referred to the Judiciary Corn., consequently 

I had the Memorial &c. sent to that Com. 
()Orrected, and approved. which hope will be satisfactory. 

The question of erecting a chapel in I am very truly yours, A. CAMPBELL. 
Salt Lake City was taken up. Also the following: 

It was moved to amend by inserting, Extract from the Congressional Globe, for 
"when found practicable," which pre- March 3, 1876: 
vailed, and the resolution so amended Presented by Mr. Campbell. Memorial 
was adopted, reading as follows: of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 

Resolved, That this Conference look with of Latter Day Saints, in Conference assem
favor upon the effort to build a chapel, as a bled at Council Bluffs, Iowa, that more de
house of worship, in Salt Lake City, when cisive measures be inaugurated in the sup
f d r bl d h ·n pression of alleged misrule a.nd tyranny in 
oun. prac I~a e, ai;;t t at we w1 encour- Utah, referred to the Committee on the Ju-

11ge its erection. 
diciary. 

The question of returning the amount Conference accepted the. report and 
of the original Utah Chapel fund was discharged the committee. 
taken up, as laid over yesterday,· and It was resolved that the sum of two 
was amended by taking out the words, hundred dollars given by Bro E. J. Rob
"the present season," and by a subse- ison to Bro. A. H. Smith for the benefit 
quent rtwtion putting in their place the of the Australian Mission be credited on 
words, "when the erection of said chapel k h n ·B the Bishop's boo s as tit ing rrom . 'ro. 
shall be found practicable," and being . 

·' d , d Robrnon. so amenue was a<1opte . 1l · cl b 1 

After sirwing: 11ymn 601, and prnv. er The fo. owrng was presente . y tne 
,..., ~ quorum of Seventy : 

by Bro. "'\V. \V. Blair, Brn. R. C. B. El- WHEREAS, This quorum has demurred to 
vin and Jackson Goodale were ord~ined the action of certain branches in cutting off 
high pr1ests, Ero. Jos. l''. McDowell a members of the Seventy's Quorum without 
seventy, and Bro. Peter Brix an elder, our knowledge, and 

d •l h d f B J · h 'L'll J I Wrnrn.EAS, 'l'he quorum of twelve has de-un er·" ie an so rn., os.ia· J;, ,s, as. 
cided in favor of the a,cts of saicl branches, 

Caffall and \V. H. Kelley, Bro. Ells be- and pronounced our dcmurreril,iegal; there. 
ing spokesman for Brn. Elvin and Brix, fore, be it 
Bro. Ca:ffall for Bro. Goodale and Bro. Resolved, That we request the Conference 
Kelley for Bro. McDowell. to authoritatively regarding the right 

President Smith said that if the broth- of in the various quorums, that we m9.y 
in futur!) have Fame definite rule lo govern 

ren would be faithful in their calling the us, and in order to reach this matter the 
Spirit of the Lord would assuredly be following resolution is offered: 
with them. Resolved, That while it is the privilege of 

Report of the Committee on .Memo" cHstricts, branches, or individuals to prefer 
· l t C 11 1 "' "' charges against members of the Church-na o ,ongress cn .. eci .wr, .vro. . 

official or non-official-yet the rignt to try Jason \Y. Brigg·s roported that 
u,, officirkl memlrnrs iB hdd only by the quorum 

after it had been by t.he :E'irst to which he belong8, or by a court, of his 
Presidency it had ~ent to' the mem-1 peers in the event of his not befog united 
ber from 'this congressional district, the to any quorum. 
Hon. Alexander Campbell, and his reply Br. J. 8. Patterson wished to have 
was read: · authoritative action on the subject. 

HousE oF REPUESENTATIYEs, President Blair state<l. that any mem-
Washingtou, D. C. ber may be tried upon his membership, 

March 2d, 1876. ex.cepting the President of the Church, 
Elder J. W. Briggs, Plano, Illinois, Dear and Hii.i;h Priests and Bishops, it may be. 

Sir:-Yotu letter, petition and Memorial For official misdemeanor he should be 
reached me in due course of the mails, and 
we:e this rlay :r.eferred to the Committee on tried before his quorum, but for immoral 
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conduct, or for transgression affecting 
their individual character, they may be 
tried before an ordinary court of elders, 
and, if guilty, expelled by a branch, 
which is an end of the matter. 

Being put to vote the resolution was 
declared lost. Division being called for, 
it was again declared lost. 

The President , of the Quorum of 
Seventy reported : 

I hereby report the present condition, as 
far as ascertained, of the Quorum of Seven
ty. There are on the quorum record about 
:fifty-four names. There are engaged in 
the ministry, to a greater or less extent, 
about thirty. · 

There are six of' the qu0rum that are ad
vanced in age and not sNe to labor to any 
great amount; though some of these express 
a desire to do what they can. Of the other 
eighteen I have no definite report of their 
ministerial labors. 

Several of the quorum have promptly re
ported their labors, in answer to requests 
heretofore made in the Berald to report to 
the president and secretary, and we here
by commend this request to the notice of 
the others, and desire a more general cor
respondence from the quorum as a body. 

C. G. LANPHEAR.. President. 

After some preliminary inquiry, it 
was 

Resolved, That this Conference does here
by sust,.in and uphold the officers of the 
Church in :righteousness by our confidence, 
faith and prayers. 

Br. James Caffall was requested to 
ordain Br. Heman 0. Smith to the office 
of a Seventy. 

It was ordered that Br. R ,J, An
thonv be ordained at the first pract.ic
able "opportunity. 

The foliowing preamble and resolu
tion were presented, discussed and final
ly adopted: 

Whereas the Conferences in the past have 
affirmed that there is at present, no place of 
gathering. therefore, be it 

Resolved, That any Elder teaching con
trary to theresolutions of General Confer
ence is censurable. 

President Smith thanked the Confer
ence for the kindness, patience and· 
good feeling that had existed during 
our sojourn together. He believes and 
acts upon the principle that no man is 
well governed who does not govern him
self. He has been called a leader, but 
it remains with the people whether they 

will follow or not, for no matter how 
good the law is, there is no power to co
erce any. Would charge the Saints 
that it is not good to defy the power of 
God or that of the devil. It would be 
fearful to fall into the hands of God, 
still more so to fall into the hands of the 
adversary. Remain true to your anchor
ing and difference of opinion will vanish 
in time. We can examine questions 
now that we could not from 1866 to 
1868. 

Minutes of to-day read and approved. 
JosEPH SMITH, 1 P ·a 1 WM, W. BLAIR,) resi ens. 
HENRY A. STEBBINS, Secretary. 
THOMAS W. SMITH, Cleric. 

Since Conference closed a letter was 
received from Bro. Robert Davis, Burn
side, Lapeer Co., Mich. , \Ve make ex
tracts as follows: · 

1
1 

Since last A pri! he has preached abouu 
100 times and had charge of numerous other 
meetings, organized one branch, and ·has 
one of thirty members ready for organiza
tion in that county. In administering te> 
the sick some had received immediate relief. 
Bro. Arthur Leverton baptized ten while la
boring with him. He was well liked by 
both church and world's people, and all 
wished he could have remained. The cause 
is very prosperous here and a great field is 
open if we only had laborers. I am trying 
to do what I can,-EDs. 

GOI,DEN GRAINS. 
Active natures are rarely melancholy. 

Activity and melancholy are incompatible. 
Value the friendship of him who stands 

by you in the storm; swarms of insects will 
surround you in the sunshine. 

In life it is difficult to say who do you the 
most mischief-enemieff with the worst in
tentions, or friends with the best. 

Toil, feel, think, hope. A man is sure to 
dream enough before he dies, without mak
ing arrangements for the purpo~rn. 

Whatever arouses the moral nature, 
whether it be danger or suffering, or the 
approach of death, banish un beliefin a mo
ment. 

Grace is glory militant and glory is grace 
triumphant; grace is glory begun, glory is· 
grace made perfect; grace iA the first de
gree of glory, glory is tbe highest degree of 
grace. 

True science which is the knowledge of 
facts, and true philosophy which is the
knowledge of prin.ciples, are always all:ied 
to true religion which is the harmony of the 
soul with facts and principles, 
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JOSEPH SMITH, l E 
HENRY A. STEBBINS, ) DITORS. 

Plano, Ill., May 1, 1876. 

THERE having been requests that the Board 
<lf Publication should issue a pamphlet 
containing the reply of President Joseph 
Smith to Elder James Waggoner's article, 
"Try the Spirits," and that of President W. 
W. Blair to Elder Wm. Sheldon, on "Mor
monism;" the Board, at its called meeting, 
held April 12, 1876, appointed two of their 
number, BrethrenH. A. StebbinsandJohn 
Scott, as a committee to inquire whether 
there is a sufficient demand to warrant its 
publication. The brethi:en in California 
have sent in a large order, and we have 
written to br,ethren in Massachusetts as to 
that locality, and would also like to hear 
from all parts of the Church and to have 
orders sufficient to enable us to publish it. 
The articles are well worthy of preserva
tion, the subjects and the arguments being 
of lasting interest as exponents of the faith 
and doctrine of the Church. The cost will 
be fifteen cents each, postage paid, perhaps 
a trifle less in qmmtities. Let us hear soon. 

'fHEHE are occasionally those who join 
the church, who are, so far as the practical 
works of righteousness are concerned, what 
we shall call wanderers, or peripatetic 
Saints. 

They are always scheming for something 
just ahead; are almost al ways without 
money, and are almost as continually run
ning up board bills among the saints, or 
wearing their welcome out among kind 
hearted and hospitable ones of Christ's dil

able exception; bearing domestic news 
from house to house, and from branch to 
branch; ever ready to trade one piece of 
gossip or scandal for another. These 
uneasy, aimless, roving depredators are 
doing mischief among the good saints, dis
couraging and drying up the founts of be
nevolence, by eating the substance of those 
upon whom they prey, and giving no 
equivalent therefor; going from place to 
place, and leaving small debts unpaid be
hind them; ever promising but never pay
ing. 

The saints must not encourage this class 
of idlers. It is disgracing the cause; 
throwing suspicion upon better men, and 
breaking the bond of our unity. Breth
ren, mark them, whatever may be their os
tensible calling, and whenever discovered 
give them to feel that they must reform, or 
they will not receive the fellowship of the 
spiritual minded. 

THE Adventists, of the W. C. Thurman 
school of worshipers, lately waited at Lew
iston, Maine, in a hall decorated for the 
purpose, for the coming of the Savior. El
der Thurman was quite certain that last 
year, April 19th, was to be the final end; 
but the world failing to fill its part in the 
programme marked out for it, was given 
another year, an error in Br. Thurman's 
calculation permitting it; so he and his 
co-workers and co-waiters again assembled, 
again to be disappointed. He now states 
that "he is constrained to see that he is in 
error," and he frankly confesses that he 
can not set any further time for the [end of 
the world] "catastrophe." 

Our account is taken from the Lewiston 
(Maine) Journal, of the 15th of April. 

igent ones. In business they are impracti- WE expect to have ready and on sale 
cable or improvident; are not diligent in in June, a pamphlet of nearly two hundred 
business, nor fervent in spirit; are always pages, containing the discussion between 
beginning anew, but never advancing in Rev .. J. L. Shinn of the Universalist Church, 
their work. They are· not content to abide and Elder 1\!I. H. Forscutt of our faith, held 
in one place, or at one kind of labor; but at Rock Creek, Hancock county, Illinois, 
must seek for new localities and new eon- August 10th to 13th, 1875. Subjects dis
ditions, sometimes thinking, doubtless, that cussed: "The Bible teaches that the com. 
change will give them increase. I ing of Christ to judge the world is now 

As a usual thing they are tattlers, and past"-J. L. Shinn affirmed, M. II. Fors. 
busy-bodies, with now and then an honor- cutt denied; an cl "The Bible teaches a liter. 
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al resurrection of the body from the grave" 
-JH. H. Forscutt affirmed, J. L. Shinn de
nied. It is an able argument for our faith 
in "the glorious appearing of our Savior 
Jesus Christ,'' and "the resunection of 2Jl 
men" by him. It should have a large sale 
aud circulation among the Saints and the 
world, on account of its value and worth 
on these subjects. As the postage will cost 
us ten cents each, we shall need to sdl 
them at fifty cents, postage paid. 

TnE resolution passed on the last clay of 
the Conference, respecting the gathering, 
may need a word of explanation to prevent 
serious misunderstanding. · 

The resolution referred to in the pre
amble is as follows: 

"Resolved, That in the opinion of this 
Conference, there is no stake to which the 
Saints on this continent are commanded to 
gather at the present time; but, that the 
Saints on all other lands, are commanded 
to gather to this land, preparatory to the 
re.establishment of the Church in Zion; 
when the scattered Saints on this land, will 
also be commanded to gather and return to 
Zion, and to their inheritances in fulfill
ment of the promises of Goel. And it is 
the duty of the Saints to turn their hearts 
and their faces towards Zion, and suppli
cate the Lord God for such deliverance." 

As if in confirmation of this was the 
revelation of 1873: 

"It is not expedient in me that there 
shall be any stakes appointed until I com
mand my people. Yfhen it shall be neces
sary I w.ill command that they be estab
lished. Let my commandments to gather 
into the regions round about, and the coun
sel of the elders of my Church guide in 
this matter until it shall be otherwise given 
of me." I 

be respected until further action is had by 
succeeding conferences. Nor shouicl· any 
elder who may not exactly coincide with 
the view or opinion expressed, think that 
he is privileged to arraign the wisdom of 
the body, and decide against what is thus 
passed, i:,ncl teach contrary thereto. This 
resolution covers other acts of the confer
ences besides the one named in the pre
amble, and applies to all with equal force. 

The elder of the Church who holds ad-. 
versely to the resolutions of conference, 
whether he may have been present when 
such resolution was passed and voted 
against it, or absent and. not voting, is in 
duty to the Church, under obligation to so 
far respect the decision of the Church thus 
obtained as to refrain from teaching ad
versely to that decision publicly or private
ly. And should he not refrain, but to the 
contrary, should he so teach contrary,-he 
is, and of right ought to be, subject to cen
sure, the degree of censure to be determin
ed by the circumstances of the case. 

THERE is a brother in :Niichigan, who has 
a family of six children, all small, and 
whose wife is not in good mental condi
tion to take proper eare of them. He is 
anxious to find homes among the Saints 

·for these children, where they will be 
properly cared for. 

Any families of Saints where there is 
not the proper allotment of little ones to 
raise and care for, will confer a favor upon 
these children by opening the doors and 
taking them in. Address H. A. Stebbins, 
box 50, Plano, Illinois, or I. L. Rogers, box 
205, Sandwich, Illinois. 

The resolution last passed on this sub-
1 ject must be viewed in the light of the A :>IAN named Patterson, has been disturb

.former acts of conference touching the I ing the religious quiet of the city of De.
same thing; and must not be construed by troit. He averred that he had a revelation 
any one as an attack upon the principle of that the world would come to an end March 
gathering. 1st, 1876. That time having passed we 

Again, the force of the resolution is in may safely conclude that there was a mis
the fact that Elders are required to observe, take in the testimony. 
as a rule, the actions of the conference; Br. Lorenzo Fay, of Michigan, sent us 
and to refrain from teaching in opposition the clipping, thinking it possible that it 
to the expressed opinion of the several El- might be our Br. Patterson, preaching in 
clers assembled at Conference, which ex- the city of Detroit, and that the paper was 
pression of opinion is, or should. be, the misstating what he taught. It was not our 
represented wisdom of the body, and should \ brother. 
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'l'HE committee on Location did not meet 
that success and general unity of sentiment. 
which it seemed to them was necessary to 
the permanent success of the work entrust
ed to them. A small part only of the 
means deemed necessary to begin with, 
was offered. In view of this and the seem
ing diversity of opinion respecting the 
powers of the committee, it was deemed 
better to discharge them and authorize the 
return of the means already advanced, and 
wait a greater unanimity of thought and 
feeling upon the manner of working out 
the problem. 

In the meantime, to insure sufficient 
concentration for the practical canying on 
<Jf the general work, the persons upon 
whom devolves the prerogative of remov
ing the business center were requested by 
conference to take immediate steps to 
change and satisfactorily locate such lmsl
ness center. These men feel the necessity 
and will, without doubt, do what is re
quested of them. In the meantime, let 
"patience have her perfect work." 

The last one sent contains a letter from an 
inquireT which we presume Br. N 01'ton or 
some one else will reply to. 

Br. Albert Haws, an old school and play
n1atc, resident at Battle :iliountain, 1'~ cvada, 
has been laboring in California for the past 
seven months. He says he found one re
bellious traveling companion to deal with, 
his name was Haws. There arc a goodly 
number of us just like that, Br. Albert, 
we are sure to find one-that is-ourself. 

Letter received from West Point, Califor
nia, containing five dollars in gold. There 
was no name signed to it. Who wrote it? 
. An excellent letter is recci.zed from Br. 

John Coiner, who, with his wife and four 
children, weTe baptized last July, in Texas, 
by Father Jam es Carroll. 

In the HERAI,D of Api·il 15th we in
quired if some one clicl not feel a l1le to pay 
for the 1-IERAI,D to Sr. Sophia Smith, widow 
of Br. Efansing Smith. The call has been 
kindly responded to by several, and one 
donor says that if she has been supplied 
then use the funds'to send the HERALD to 
some other needy person. This suggests 

TnE Saints writing to elders irr the field to us the idea that quite a number of the 
letters to which they expect replies, should Saints may not only be able to do it, but 
never forget to send a stamp for such re- also willing to pay for some one else in the 
ply. They should not be unmindful of the same way. 'Ve have fo;· years been send
fact that a man spending his time in the ing papers free to sonie who were unable 
minist1y is not overburdened with cash, to pay for them, and there are others who 
and may frequently have none with which are worthy to receive the gift and to whom 
to buy a sheet of paper, envelope or stamp. the HERAI,D would be a precious visitor. 
We know a man who has been a personal Therefore if any feel to do so, please send 
·rnnespondent of ours for twelve or thir. on the funds; or if there are any particular 

•teen years, and in all that time has never persons in or out of the Church they ·wish 
failed to enclose a stamp for reply, if he the HERALD or IIoPE to go to they c:m so 
·wished one. order them at the time of sending. They 

As much as possible business matters might clo much good among your fricncls 
should be written upon separate slips of in the wmld if sent to them. 
paper and not scattered throughout com- Br. J. II. Lee writes from Myrtle Creek, 
munications and conespondcnce, as is Oregon, l\faTch 2!Jth, that Br . . T. C. Clapp 
often done, which causes trouble to the Jrnd there and baptized three. 
editors, book-keeper and compositors. There were many calls to preach in that 
Business letters are kept on file and they region. 
should be written separately, as as 1'he address of T. \\!-. Smith will be Be-
possible and convey what is needed to be vier, Iviacon county, Missouri, until 
known. 10th; after that, StewartsYille, DeKalb Co., 

Copies of the Courier and East London Missouri, until further notice . 
.Aclvertiser, sent us by Br. C. D. Norton, 'Ne Br. Yvm. A. Carroll, Lake City, Iowa, 
presume, contain very favorable notices of ·I sends us one new subscriber foT the Herald, 
the Latter Day Saints in East London. I and says th at he will try to c1o more soon, 
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as there are others in the Camp Creek 
Branch who ought to take it. There are 
demands for more preaching in that neigh
borhood. 

Br. J. H. Hanson writes from Milton, 
Florida, April 15th, that the cause in that 
country is in a good condition; that he is 
as busy as he can be, preaching constantly. 
His health is excellent, considering the 
amount of work he does. 

Br. J. Goodale writes from Barry, Pike 
Co., Ill., April 23d, 1876, that he has since 
conference b~ptized four at Pittsfield, two 
of them sons of Br. C. Mills, all heads of 
families and esteemed as the best of citi
zens. He thanks the Lord and feels en
couraged. So may the work go on, con
verting the true and the good everywhere. 

Br. R. S. Wood writes in good spirits 
from Denver, Colorado, April 21st, 1876. 

Send for the HERALD. Don't forget that 
subscribers are always wanted. Like Oli
ver Twist, we want more. 

THE Ogden Junction denies the rumor late
ly circulated, that an exodus from Utah in
to New Mexico was contemplated, and in 
process of being carried out, by the Church 
under the pTesidency of B. Young. 

The Junction closes its denial thus: 
"But they may depend upon this assur

ance: 'fhe 'Mormons' are here to stay; 
and neither priests, politicians nor press 
plunderers, will ever feast, like other birds 
of prey, upon the abandoned body of this 
territory. This is our home, and we intend 
to keep, defend and enjoy it, in spite of our 
lying enemies and their master and co
worker, the Devil." 

BR. JAMES J'II. PARKS, late of California, 
writes from Louisiana, Pike county, Mis
souri, April 22nd, 187(): 

"I have not failed to raise my voice in 
l1efense of the truth. * * The Lord has 
blessed me. * * On the 11th of this month 
I baptized two, * * and on the 10th one 
more. * ''' A good elder sent in this direc
tion will find a home at Sr.Nancy Coverly's, 
:five miles from the city, on the Frankford 
road. * * J\!Iuch good can be done here." 

SIDNEY JYiosrrER, Col um bus, Kansas, April 
20th, 1876, writes: 

"I was a cripple, and was healed; I was 
sick and was healed, by the power of God. 
How good the Lord is." 

DELOIT, Crawford Co., Iowa, 
March 3d, 1876. 

B1·. Joseph:-Throughout last summer 
and fall and early part of this winter, I 
preached as circumstances permitted, with 
varied success, till toward the last of J anu
ary, when I was joined by Br. John Pett, 
in Carroll county; and, as our Methodist 
friends were advertized to commence a 
protracted meeting within the bounds of 
the North Coon Branch, we told our friends, 
that we would pass on to Calhoun county. 
Held three meetings at the Cottonwood 
School House with good attendance and 
attention, and were the guests of Mr. C. W. 
Thompson, whose wife is a member of the 
Church. We then sent an appointment to 
the Camp Creek School House, for Mon
day night, without consulting the sub
director, as we had formetly preached 
there without let or hindrance for the last 
several years, and the man who was then 
acting as sub.director was the very man 
that had invited me when we incidently 
met in Glidden a few months previously. 
We went, and Br. Pett preached, and at 
the close I announced a meeting for the 
next evening; when the sub.director inter
posed and said he was requested to say 
that the teacher of the school did not wish 
that meetings be held in the house. We 
then adjourned to a school house about 
two miles southwest; was kindly received, 
and preached here four times; congrega
tions not large but very attentive. Here is 
a little branch of the Church, but no one to 
minister for them. They hold their regu
lar prayer meetings. From here we went 
about five miles north to a Mr. A. N. Hills. 
He and his wife treated us very kindly 
Vv e held four meetings here, and at the 
close was strongly solicited to return. • 

We preached in the next place at the 
Conboy School House, being the guests of 
JVIr. Conboy and his excellent wife. Here 
Br. Pett left me, and I preached three dis
courses alone. One baptized at Deloit to. 
day, a young man of promise. Yours in 
gospel bonds, Tnos. DonsoN. 

LANAHK, Illinois. 
Br. Henry .A. Stebbins:-It is with pleas

ure that I answer your most welcome letter. 
I can truly say that I came from Peca

tonica rejoicing, and I have not seen one 
dark hour since. All doubts and fears have 
been taken away, and truly I feel that I am 
a new creature in Christ. His Spirit has 
been with me when reading or talking of 
the great things of his law, as revealed in 
his holy word. It is indeed food to tho 
hungry soul that has fed on husks so ma 
ny years, as I did. On receiving my cer-
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itificate of baptism I felt like humbling my
self anew before my Savior, rejoicing that 
my name has been enrolled among the 
blest, and that if faithful I shall be an heir 
-0f the celestial glory. Mii.y I never bring 
a reproach upon the cause that I have so 
btely been obedient to. 

My friends in Lanark all received me as 
kindly as ever,(and some took pains to ask 
of the faith and doctrine of the Church. I 
left the Book of Mormon with Mr. Hinkle, 
-0ne of the Dunkard Church, and two oth
.ers wanted to read it. The Pratt Book is 
being read by some, and I giv<,J my Her
alds to any one that will read them. None 
have refused as yet. My sister and her 
husband are reading and thinking on the 
subject. He is a very cautious man and 
has been greatly prejudiced against the 
work, but the article in the Herald, "The 
Death of the Prophet,'' has softened his 
feelings some. He is just such a man as 
would do honor to the cause if he becomes 
·Convinced, and is obedient to its commands. 

There is much need of the word being 
preached to this people. A great many of 
the i1eople are becoming infidels. I will 
try to be patient and wait God's time. 

I dreamed this winter of being where 
there was much water, and I saw the Sa
vior come and bury himself beneath its 
waves. He ·arose out of it and vanished 
from my sight. The thoughts given to me 
were that he was willing and able to do it, 
and it has been a great comfort to me ever 
since. I remain with respect your sister 
an the one faith. LOUISA COOK. 

LAMBTON, N. S. Wales, 
March 9th, 1876. 

Br. J oseph:-:-Knowing that you are deep
ly interested in all that pertains to the 
work of the last days, and especially in 
the welfare of the various branches of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints which ai;e many hundreds of miles 
from the home of the Saints, Zion; I feel 
it a duty to inform you how we are doing 
here; also to send a few scraps indicating 
the signs of the times in Australia, New 
South Wales. We, as a branch of the 
Church, scattered over some seven or eight 
miles, meet on Sunday afternoon, Wednes
day and Thursday evenings, when we are 
able to rejoice together in the glorious 
hope of the gospel restored again to the 
earth in the last days. Bro. Richard Ellis, 
from Sydney, spent a week with us; we 
were all edified by the lessons taught by 
him. Br. Rodger is gone to a place called 
the Manning River, about eighty or ninety 
miles from here, where he is proclaiming 
to that people that the God of heaven has 
es ta blishec1 his kingdom on the earth 
again, for the last time. JVIay God bless 
him and the effort made to enlighten and 

bring the people to a knowledge of the 
truth. We expect he will be back about 
the middle of April. We feel the want of 
some Elder to be with us more; we need 
much teaching; we are willing to do all 
we can to forward the work. Br. Rodger 
has faithfully sown the seed, but there is 
wanted more help to reap the harvest. 

Yours in the gospel covenant, 
c. A. DAVIS. 

HOPKINS, Allegan Co., Mich., 
April 24th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-We, as a branch, are in 
favor of having the Herald as a weekly, 
and all say they are willing to help make 
it such by adding their mite. I feel as 
though every saint, especially every fami
ly, should have the Herald, and Hope too. 
I should not know how to get along with
out these papers, for they ·bring to me 
cheering news, always of peace on earth 
and good will to men. By it my faith is 
made stronger, as I behold the faith of oth
ers engaged in the work of God. 

The Hm·ald reminds me of one who sent 
some of his friends to Christ, to ask him if 
he were indeed the Christ; and He said 
"Go tell John that the dead are raised, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the blind 
receive their sight," (but the last and great 
evidence was), "and the poor have the gos
pel preached unto them,'' and to the poor 
is the promise of eternal life, if they are 
poor in spirit. So the Herald comes freight
ed with the story oflove; yes, joy and peace 
in the Holy Ghost. 

To-day I am made to rejoice, because I 
have been pe1mitted to hear and believe 
the message of life as it comes to us by an
gel hands.-And now they bid us be strong; 
for soon the day of triumph shall come, and 
all the faithful shall receive their reward 
for labor done to build up Zion. 

May the good Spirit help every Saint to 
say, "I will help;" so that we may come to 
Zion with songs of everlasting joy. Ever 
your brother in gospel bonds, 

8. I. SMITH. 

AALTIORG, March 29, 187C. 
Bro. Joseph Smitli:-Since our last com

munication to you we have been preaching 
in the above named city and surrounding 
country, to good sized congregations. Quite 
an interest has been manifest, and it ap
pears like as if the Lord had now openecl 
the way for his gospel to be preached in 
this country. Last 'l'uesday we had the 
privilege of administering the ordinance of 
baptism to two, that are the first fruits of 
labors that yet have been gathered; but we 
hope and believe that several more will 
'Come soon. Those baptized are both heads 
of families, good, earnest men, previously 
belonging to the Brighamite church. One 
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of them was an elder who opposed us as 
long as he could; but when he saw his 
error he laid it aside and received the truth. 

As there is now quite an interest mani
fest and the prospects are that a good ma
ny will come into the Church, we see the 
necessity of having a hymn book of our 
own in the Dauish language, as we hither
to, as also the Scandinavian Saints in 
America, have used the Brighamite book, 
which is not suitable to our faith. We 
would therefore propose to the Scandina
vian Saints in America, to help us with 
means to get up a book, with from 150 to 
200 selected hymns, arranged similar to the 
"Saints' Harp." We would like to have 
the book as soon as possible, for we need 
it, and would therefore ask those interested 
to put forth a helping hand as soon as pos
sible.· A dollar or more can be sent in a 
letter, and need not be exchanged in Amer
ica as we can get as much for them here 
as there. If any of the Saints in America 
want books, they could state in the letter, 
and the books can be forwarded, either by 
mail or when we return. 

All letters should be addressed to M. 
Fyrando, Aalborg, Postrestance, Denmark, 
and will be gladly received. 

We ask an interest in the prayers of tho 
Saints, for the work is great and the labor
ers are feeble. 

Your co-workers for the cause of Christ, 
FYRANDO AND HANSON. 

HuTcrrrnsoN, Jeffemon Co., Colo., 
March 12th, 1876. 

Brother J osevh:-We have reached home 
again. We had both a pleasant and en
couraging trip. At Del Norte the prospect 
for a branch is good. We made m:any 
friends and believers; there are a number 
of old time saints there. They all accepted 
our words. From there we went clown the 
Rio Grande to Castilla; there we found an
other one by the name of Jackson, who 
was waiting to see tho salvation of the Lord. 
Ho joined the church in England many 
yearn ago; went to Utah with the hand
carts. He related some acts. of the elders 
of Brigham that are inhuman. 

From there we went to Fort Garland, 
where we rec.eived a hearty welcome at the 
house of Mr. Thomas Stewart and wife. 
He was once valiant in proclaiming the 
truth in Scotland. He started for Zion in 
1856, but instead of getting to Zion, he got 
to the desert, a land of salt and not inhab
ited. We baptized him, his wife and son, 
ordained him an elder, and he no doubt 
will be of good help to us here. We had a 
good reception by Major H. Jewett com
mander at tho Fort. He is not a church 
member, but his acts show that he is a God 
honoring man. There are two companies 
there-one Infantry ancl one Cavalry. 

We went to Ula, where there were some 
from the land of salt and saleratus, mem
bers of B. Young's church. Our reception 
was six degrees below the coldness of an 
icicle; but we had seen such cold weather 
before. We got the consent of the trustees 
of tho school house; stuck up notices that 
wo would preach Sunday at 11 o'clock; 
subject: "What is Mormonism?" Our 
congregation was large, had good liberty, 
preached again on polygamy. The icicle 
thawed and all accepted our words. We 
distributed some tracts, got one subscriber 
for the Herald, and left with a promise to 
return soon. From there we intended to 
go to Weisport and Castle Rock; but the 
storm prevented us. We went to Pine 
Grove, to call on Br. Montgomery, but he 
had returned to the east. We found the 
Saints in Denver all well. From there 
came home, and realize that there i's no 
place like home. Yours as ever, 

F. C. vV ARNKY. 

MIA.c>f.A. STATION, Carroll Co., Mo., 
March 27th, 1876. 

EilitO?'S Herald:-Br. Curtis and myself 
have been laboring in this section of eoun
try and have baptized twenty.one. Since 
that I had the pleasure of baptizing one in 
Carrolton. Since my return here, after 
conference, I have been laboring all I 
could and have baptized five more, and 
there are still others who express their de
termination to unite with tho Church at an 
early clay. While the more righteous class 
stay in the distance and howl "Delusion," 
the more honest class comes up like men 
and women and acknowledge and obey 
tho truth; and witjl that degree of faith too · 
that is hard to be excelled by any who . 
have had many years experience 'in the 
gospel. I have administered to some who 
seemed to be suffering the most excruciat
ing pains and they reeeived immediate re
lief, and can now testify to the same. 

Truth in the end will triumph. Your 
brother in Christ, A. J. CATO. 

WARNOCK, Belmont Co., 0., 
. March 20th, 1876. 
BP. Joseph Smith:-\Vhere I have been 

there seems to be a great influence for the 
Latter Day work. In my own neighbor
hood there seems to be a greater interest 
than there ever was before. In the neigh
borhood of six miles from my residence the 
Christian denomination invited me to 
preach for them. 

On the evening of the 25th of March, I 
commenced preaching; preached three 
discourses to large, attentive audiences. 
They treated me with great respect, and 
they claimed to believe the preaching, be
cause they were willing to believe what 
was written in the Bible, and cordially in-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE I .. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 285· 

vited me back; said their house was open 
to us at any time, excepting the fourth 
Sunday of every month. There are plenty 
of openings to our people in this vicinity. 

Recently I have been laboring in Mon
roe county, Ohio. There is a great call in 
that part of the country for preaching. 
VVh.en I last visited Monroe, I was called 
to preach some eight or nine miles from 
the branch. While there, I met with an 
aged gentleman by the name of Piatt. He 
seems to be an intelligent old gentleman, 
who had formerly belonged to different 

. denominations; but at the present time he 
stands aloof from all of them, his reasons 
were, they had all gone to Babylon. Be
fore he saw me, he sent me a challenge to 
debate the "signs following the believer;" 
and then he came out and heard me preach 
three discourses. He then seemed to de
cline from debating, for the reason that he 
did not like to debate against too much 
truth. He dicl not think my preaching 
would do any good unless I would mix 
some error with it. He says he is willing 
to investigate, and if it is the truth he 
wants to comply with it. Since I have 
come home I have learned from the pTe
siding Elder of that branch, that he thinks 
the surest way of determining the truthful
ness ofthc doctrine, is by debating. I ex
pect shortly to meet him in debate. 

The Saints, as a general thing, are trying 
to live a godly life in this region of country; 
notwithstanding this seems to be a year of 
trial. Some months ago I had the pleasure 
of meeting with our worthy brother, J.C. 
Foss. He truly is an ambassador for Je
sus and one well able to bear the cross. 
The branch in which he labors seems to be 
in goocl standing, and enjoying the Spirit 
of the Lord. 

ln conclusion, I expect to remain :in the 
service of the Lord and do all that my abil
ity and circumstances will admit, as long 
as the Lord lets me live. I remain your 
brother in the gospel, JA:;rns CRAIG. 

:Kent and Elgin Conference. 
The above conference will meet at the 

Zone brnnch, on Saturday and Sunday, the 
10th and 11th of June, 1876, being changed 
from the 11th and 12th. 

A. LEVERTON, Di.s. P.res. 

Information Wanted. 
Brethren John T. Morgans and Joseph R. 

Lewis were formerly members of Church 
Hill Branch, Trumbull county, Ohio, but 
emigrated west. If they will correspond 
with me, I will be thankful. Samuel NicBir
nie, box 97, Boonsboro, Boone Co., Iowa. 

Notified to Appear. 
George Taylor and Thos. Hartnell, scat

tered members of the Kent and Elgin dis
trict of the Reorganized Church, s,re hereby 
notified to appear at the next conference of 
the aforesaid district, to be held in the Zone 
Branch, three miles west of Bothwell, Ont
ario, on.the 10th and 11th of June, 1876, to 
answer to charges then and there to be pre
ferred against them. Should either qr both 
parties fail to appear, or answer by letter, 
their cases will be dealt with as though 
present. A. LEVER'rON, Dis. Pres . 

Church Library. 
We are indebted to Bro. Owen Owen, of 

Burlington, Iowa, for a valuable gift to the 
Church Library, "The Faiths of the World," 
in seven volumes. JOHN SCOTT, Lib. 

BORN. 
At West Oakland, Alameda county, Cal., 

March 30th, 1876, to the wife of James. 
Roseberry, a son. 

At Sacramento, California, April 7, 1876, 
to sister li.oseanah Eveline Lewis, a son. 

MARRIED. 
In Calhoun county, Iowa, AprH 16th, 

1876, by Elder Wm. A. Carroll, Bro. T . • T. 
Skinner and Sr. Olive E. Reynolds. 

At the residence of the bride's parent8,. 
St. Louis, Missouri, April 19th, 1876, by 
Elder Charles Hall, Mr. Henry B. Birch to 
Sr. Mary E. Kyte; both of the city of St. 
Louis. 

DIED., 

At their residence, three miles north of 
Buffalo, Scott county, Iowa, April 14th, 
1876, Sr. Isabel Gould, wife of An.ton Gould. 
In this departure from earth, a husband has 
lost e, dutiful and loving wife, and eight 
children have lost a fond mother. Sister 
Gould was born in Indiana, October 20th, 
1828; baptized in August, 1861, by Elder 
Page, from which time she has lived a meek, 
quiet and humble follower of Jesus, adorn
ing her life with all the christiau virtues 
which should characterize the children of 
God. 

At East Machias, Me., January 5th, 1876, 
Bt". Benjamin Foss. 

At East Machias, Me., January 14th, 
1876, Sr. Betsey S. Ackley. 

[Age not given in either case. ]-Ens. 
At Des Moines, Iowa, January 26th, 1876, 

of lung disease, Br. John A. Williams, aged 
46 years, l month, and 7 days. 

At Des Moines, Iowa, January 28~h, 1876, 
Maggie Jones, daughter of Robert~and sis
ter Martha Jones, aged 8 years, 9 months, 
and 14 days. 
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At Deg Moines, Iowa, February 22nd, 
1876, oflung fever, Elizabeth Picton, daugh
ter of Br. Henry and Sr. Margaret Picton, 
aged 1 year, ~ months and 15 days. 

At Nebraska City, Neb., April 11th, 1876, 
Qf a complication of ailments, sister Mary 
Jane Pallister, aged 24 years, 9 months, 
and 27 days. Baptized by Elder Mark H. 
Forscutt, October 23rd, 1875. She leaves 
a husband and four small children to mourn 
her early departure. Before her baptism 
the thought of death seemed to haunt her. 
In conversation upon the subject the other 
day, her expression was to the effect, that 
she had no fear to pass through the dark 
portal. Funeral services by Br. Robert M. 
Elvin. 
· Died in London, England, June 4th, 1847, 

Sr. Margaret Page, aged 42. She was bap
tized May 1st, 1841, by Lorenzo Snow. 

A Bit of Advice. 
Have you enemies? Go straight on and 

don't mind them. If they get in your way, 
walk round them regardless of their spite. 
A man who has no enemies is seldom good 
for anything-he is made of that kind of 
material which is so easily worked that every 
one has a hand in it. A sterling character 
is one who thinks for himself, and speaks 
what he thinki-s; he is always sure to have 
enemies. They are as necessary to have as 
fresh air; they keep him alive and active. 
A celebrated character who was surrounded 
by enemies used to sa.y: "They are sparks 
which, if you .do not blow, will go out them
selves." 

Let this be your feeling while endeavor
ing to live down the scandal of those who 
are bitter against you. If you stop to dis
pute, you do but as they desire, and open 
the way for more abuse. Let the poor fel
lows talk-there will be a reaction, if you 
perform but your duty, and hundreds who 
were alienated from you will flock to you 
and acknowledge their error. 

"Hebrew" to Them. 
A clergyman of the Church of Scotland, 

who was possessed of a fund of dry humor, 
occupied a rural parish in Perthshire, bor
dering on the Highland district. He took 
much interest in the progress of a Highland 
student, and aided him as much as he could 
in his studies preparatory to getting a license 
from the Presbytery. One thing, however, 
he was deficient in and that thing was in
dispensible. Time wore on, and the day of 
trial approached. Both minister and stu
dent were much exercised as to how they 
were to overcome the difficulty. Neither 

knew anything of Hebrew, and how the 
young man was to meet the reverend court 
without it sorely puzzled them both. At 
last the clergyman saw his way clear, as if 
by inspiration. "Take your Gaelic Bible " 

. he said, "and when you are asked to re~d 
Hebrew, go on reading from it." "But will 
they not find me out?" asked the young man, 
"No fear of that; just do as I tell you." 
The day came; the trial proceeded, and 
everything passed off satisfactorily. The 
young.man was requested to read Hebrew 
and, with fear and trembling, he drew forth 
his Gaelic Bible, and proceeded to read and 
translate. After he had gone on thus for a 
short time, "That will do," said the Mod
erator. "What do you say, Brethren?" 
Of course every reverend brother compli
mented the young man on his familiar ac
quaintance with Hebrew. His reverend 
friend said nothing, and the candidate 11e
cei ved license to preach. 

Who Ate Roger Williams~ 
Steele's "Fourteen Weeks in Chemistry," 

says:. ·"The truth that animal matter passes 
from the animal back to the vegetable, and 
from the vegetable to the animal kingdom 
again, received a curious illustration not 
long since. 

"For the purpose of erecting a suitable 
monument in memory of Roger Williams, 
the. founder of Rhode Island, his private 
burying ground was searched for the graves 
of himself and wife. It was found that 
everything had passed into oblivion. The 
shape of the coffins could only be traced by 
a black line of carbonaceous matter. The 
rusting hinges and nails, and a round wood
en knot, alone remained in o,ne grave; 
while a single lock of braided hair was found 
in the other. Near the grave stood an apple 
tree. This had sent down two main roots 

. into the very presence of the confined dead. 
The larger root, pushing its way to the 
precise spot occupied by the skull of Roger 
Williams, had made a turn as if passing 
around it, and followed the direction of the 
backbone to the hips. Here it divided into 
two branches, sending one along each leg to 
the heels, when both turned upward to the 
toes. One of these roots formed a slight 
crook at the knee, which made the whole 
bear a striking resemblance to the human 
form. There were the graves, but their 
occupants had disappeared; the bones even 
had vanished. There stood the thief-the 
guilty apple tree-caught in the very act of 
robbery. The spoliation was complete. 
The organic matter, the flesh, the bones of 
Roger Williams had passed into an apple 
tree. The elements had been absorbed by 
the roots, transmuted into woody fiber, which 
could now be burned as fuel, or carved into 
ornaments, and bloomed into fragrant 
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blossoms, which delighted the eye of the 
passer-by, and scattered the sweetest per
fume of spring; more than that-has been 
converted into luscious fruit, which, from 
year to year, had been gathered and eaten. 
How pertinent, then is the question, •Who 
ate Roger Williams?'" 

How to Retain a Good Face. 
A correspondent has some good ideas on 

the importance of mental activity in retain
ing a good face. He says: We were speak
ing of handsome men the other evening, and 
I was wondering why K. had so lost the 
beauty for which five years ago he was so 
famous. "Oh, it's because he never did any
thing," said B. ; "he never worked, thought 
or suffered. 'You must have the mind chisel
ing away at the features, if you want hand
some middle-aged men." Since hearing that 
remark I have been on the watch to see 
whether it is generally true-and it is. A 
handsome man who does nothing but to eat 
and drink, grows flabby; and the fine lines 
of the features are lost; butt.he hard thinker 
has a hard sculptor at work, keeping his 
:fine lines in repair, and constantly going 

·over his face to improve the original design. 

Happiness is the perpetual possession of 
being well deceived; for it is. manifest what 
mighty advantag(l.S fiction has over truth; 
and the reason is at our elbow, because im
agination can build nobler scenes and pro
duce more wonderful revolutions than for
tune or nature can be at the expense to 
furnish. 

Generosity during life is a very diJfereut 
thing from generosity in the hour of death ; 
the one proceeds from benevolence, the oth- · 
er from pride or fear. 

The height of earthly promotion lifts us 
up no whit nearer heaven. It is easier to 
step there from the lowly vale of humilia
tion and sorrow. 

No man's life is free from struggles and 
mortifications, not even the happiest; but 
every one may build up his own happiness 
by seeking mental pleasure, and thus make 
himself independent of outward fortune. 

A.ddresses. 
John T. Davies, box·38, Cherokee, Cr~.w

ford county, Kansas. 
David Dancer, box 50, Plano, Kendall 

county, IHi:nois, 
I-Ieman 0. Smith, Clyde, Antelope coun

ty, Nebraska. 
M. B. Oliver, 318 North 4th Street, Bur

lington, Iowa. 
Alexander H. Smith, Nauvoo, Hancock 

county, Illinois. 
James Kemp and Albert Bishop, Stewarts

ville, DeKalb county, l\Iissouri. 

PUBLICATIONS ISSUED AND FOR SALE 
BY THE 

Board of Publication of the Reorganized Church; 

AT 1'HEIR PUBLISHING.HOUSE 

PLANO, KENDALL COUNTY, ILLINOI&. 
-.-ototo--

True Latter Day Saints' Herald: 
A semi-monthly periodical, 32 pages, edited by JOSEPH 
SMITH. This is an official organ, explanatory of the 
faith of the church, and contains correspondence from 
different parts of the world, giving accounts of the 
progress of the church, and setting forth the dealings 
of God with his people. 

Price $2.15 per year, half year $1.10, per quarter 55 
cents, free of postage. 

Zion's Hope: 
A semi-monthly paper for children and Sunday Schools 
Edited by JOSEPH SMITH. Price 60 cents per annum, 
30c. per half,year, free of postage. 

Every child in Israel should be supplied with the 
HOPE. It is designed specially to qualify them for 
the great future, in which we ant.icipate their per .. 
forming so important a part. 

The :Messenger 
Published monthly at Salt Lake City, Utah, in the in
terest of the Reorganized Church. Jason W. Briggs1 

editor. Postage free, 50 cents per year. 

Holy Scriptures : 
Inspfred Translation by Joseph the jlfartyr. 

Bound in Roan, ...... 1 95 
" Imitation Turkey, ........ 2 45 

Turkey Superior Plain ... .. ..... 2 90 
In all cases when sent from the office~ postage, or 

expressage, is to be added to the price. The po~tage 
en each book is twenty-eight cents. When sold at the 
office, no addition to be made. 
New Testament, inspired 65 

The Saints' Harp-Hymn Book: 
.Bound in Roan, plain ...... 1 25 

" Roan, gilt, gIIt edges ...... 1 75 
l\lorocco, plain, marbled edges ...... 2 00 
].forocco, gilt, gilt edges ...... 2 25 

Doctrine and Covenants. 
In sprinkled Sheep........ . ...... l. 25 
In Morocco, marpled edges, ...... 1 7:) 

Hesperis: 
Poems, by David II. Smith1 202 pages, fancy 

cloth, gilt edges 1 [JI) 

Hook of ~Iormon: 
Bound in Morocco, plain, marbled edges ...... 1 50 

Pampl1lets: 
n.u1es of Order and Debate for all the Deliberative 

Assmblies of the Church; also a chapter on Branch 
Rules, and one on Reports of Branches and Districts" 
32 mo., 128 pages, bound in limp cloth1 50 cts. 

Visions of Joseph Smith the Seer, Discoveries of An
cient American Records and Relics, with the State
ment of Dr. Lederer (Convertecl .Jew) and Others, h:.· 
colored covers, 43 pages, by mail 10 cents each, three 
for 25 cents1 twelve for 75 cents. 
The Voice of Warning and Im:truction to all People? 

7 4 pa:;es, by mail 20 cents each; three fm.· 50 ce.ut2 1 

one dozen for $2. 
Trial of the "'Witnesses to the Resurrection of Jesus; 

a legal argument, 30 pages, 10 cents each. 
Maggie and Mary; or the Slande!'er Exposed~ 16 pages, 

10 cents. 
Concordance to :Book of Covenants, 24 page$, 10 cente~~ 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Ordination Certificates<, 

bound in flexible covers, 40 cents each. 
Minutes of Annu::tl Conference, ofl873, lOc. each. 
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Tracts: 
No.1, Mountain of the Lord's House, 8 pages, 20 cents 

per dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 
No. 2, Truth l\Iade :Manifest, 12 pages, 25 cents per do

zen, $1.75 per hundred. 
No. 3, Voice of the Good Shepherd, 4 pages, 8 cents 

per dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 
No. 4, Epitome of Faith and Doctrine, one page, 5 cts. 

per dozen 30 cents per hundred. 
No. 5, The Gospel, 2 pages, 6 cents per dozen, 35 cents 

per hundred. 
No. 6 The "One Baptism;" its l\'.'fode, Subjects, Pre-Re

qui~ites and Design; 3,nd '\Vho Shall Administer; 18 
pages, 35 cents per dozen, $2.60 per hundred. 

No. 7, Who Th@n Can be Saved, 4 pages, 8 cents per 
dozen 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 8, F~llne~s of the ~tenement, 16 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $2 per hunured. 

No. 9 Spiritualism Viewed from a Scriptural Stand
Poi'nt, 20 pe,ges, 40 cents per dozen, $3 per hundred. 

No. 10, The Narrow Vfay, 8 pages, 20 cents per dozen, 
$1.30 per lrnudred. 

No. 11, The Plan of Salvation, 18 pages, 35 cents per 
dozen, $2.60 per hundred. 

No. 12, The Bible versus Polygamy, 14 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $1.90 per hundred. 

No. 14, Reply to Orson Prn.tt, lG pages, 30 cents per 
dozen, $2 per hundred. / 

No. 15, Idolatry, 4 pai;es, 8 cents per dozen, 60 cents 
per hundred. 

No.16, Polygamy: Was it an Origina,l Tenet of the 
Church? 10 pages, 25,cents per dozen, $1.60 per hun
dred. 

No. 17, The Stlccessor in the Prophetic Office and Pre .. 
sidency of the Chu:rch, 16 pages, 30 cents per dozen, 
$2 per hundred. 

No. 18, Rejection of the Church, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 

No. 20, The ~'One Body;" or the Church of Christ under 
the Apostleship anrl under the Apostasy, 16 pages, 
30 cents per dozen, $2 per hundred. 

NO. 21. Truths by Three Witnesses, one page, 5 cents 
per· dozen, 20 cents per hundred. 

No. 22, Faith and Repentance, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.BO per hundred. 

No. 23, Baptism, 10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.00 per 
hundred. 

.No. 24·, The Kingdom of God, 4 pages, 8 cents per doz
en, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 25, Laying on of Hands, 4 pag;es, 8 cents per doz~ 
en, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. ~6, Mountain of the !Jord's House, 4 pages, 8 cents 
per dozen; GO cents per hundred. 

N~0~~n~~t7~a~0~~hp~~u~~~~~~~~ pages, 25 cents per 

No. 28, The Basis of Polygamy, a Criticism upon the 
(so cailed) Revelation of July 12th, 1843, 8 p»ges, by 
J. W. Jkiggsj 20 cents a dozen, $1,30 a hundred. 

A 1\Iomorial to Congress, 8 pages1 20 cents per dozen~ 
$1.30 per hundred. 

rrrfal of the \Vitnesses to the Res~1·rection, 32 pages)' 
8 cents each, 75 cents per Uozen, 85.25 per hundred. 

Prophecy on the Rebellion, 20 cents :Per hund~·ed. 

An assortment of Tracts 50 cents. 

rn GERMAN LANGUAGE. 

No. l9, .Epjtome of:Faith and Doctrine, and R.~T"elatio:n 
on late Rebellion, 2 pages, 6 cts. per dozen, 35 cents 
per hundred. 

'Whc Then Cnn be Saved, 4 pages, 25 cents per dozen~ 
$1.40 per hundred. 

The Gospel, 2 pages, 6 cts" per dozen, 35 per hundred; 

Blank Books: 
Branch Records, well boand in 1~eather tracks and cor

ners, muslin sides, printed headings, and ruled for 
312 names. Every should have one. 2 00 

Branch I-tecords, same as for 624 names. 3 00 
District Records, printed headings and :ruleU for 1,248 

:names, and bound same as above 3 00 

Licenses and Notices: 
Elder's Licenses, per hundred 
Priest's " " " 
Teacher's 
Deacon~a 
Blank l\oticos·for'Lectures:, per hundred 

....... 1 00 

....... 1 00 

....... 1 00 

....... 1 00 

H '' " Preaching· ' '.,; ...... . 
" Two Days' Meetings, per 100 

50 
50 
50 

Certificates and Reports: 
Removal Certificates, per hundred 
Marriage " " '' ... 
Branch Statistical Reports, per dozen 
Annual " " two for 
Branch Financial per dozen 
District " " 

Sunday Scllool Tickets : 
Tickets for Prompt Attendance, per 1000 

" " " per 100 
Good Behavior, per 1000 

" " per 100 
for 1, 2, 3, or 4 Lessons, per 1000 

"" ,. '~ per 100 
Reward Cards, per 100 

Miscellaneous : 

....... 1 00 

.. ..... 1 50 
40 
15 
30 
55 

.. ..... l 00 
15 

...... 1 00 
15 

.. ..... 1 00 
15 
60 

Emerson's Ready Binder, Herald size 70 
Baldwin's Ancient America ........ 2 25-
Envelopes with He~ald Office address printed on, 

per pack, 2{} 

Rollin's Ancient History, 2 vols. ...... . ....... 6 30 
Cruden's Concordance of the Bible, cloth .. 1 85 

" '
1 

" " leather .. 2 00 
The Koran ... ,.... .. ...... 3 15 
Brown's Conconlance of the Dible, .. 60 
The Bible Text Book, .. .. ..... 1 00 
Apocryphal New Testament ........ 1 65 
Sheet :Music, No.1, Safe in the ~Old, per dozen 10 

" " " 2, Feed my Lambs " " 10 
" 3, Song of a Cheerful Spirit " 10 
" 4, Harvest Chorus " 10 

~Look Ile:a•e.-The small colored label with 
~ your name printed on, shows the date to 
which your subscription is pa.id. ll5I.\IaJ'd5 means 
that your Herald subscription will run out on the 15th 
day of l\fay, 1876. Renew subscription in time. 

NOTICE. 
Vrhen changing your place of residence, or desiring 

your paper sent to a different postMoffice, be particular 
in giving, in full, the name of the postMoffice, county, 
and state where you had been last receiving it, and 
distinctly state the name of the postMoffice, county and' 
state to which you wish your paper sent in the fUture .. 

If your paper has been going in a package, state 
whose. 

"\'1-1 hen mailing a letter, whether in a railroadcar, on 
a steamboat, or while visiting at a friend's, in every 
instance give your own add1·ess where yrYU are taking 
your paper. · 

Vlhen taking subscriptions for HERALD and HOP.El be 
partict~lar ,:n giving the correct ·address of the" new 
subscriber. 

If your paper has been discontinued, state where 
you have fa.st lleen taking it, and the time it was stop 
pod. 

'l'EE TRUE LATTER DAY SAINTS' HERALD is published 
frnn-n-M:o:tP.L'HLY, at Plano, Kendall Co., Illinois, by the 
Boarcl of Publication of the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and is edited by 
JOSEPH SMI'.l'H and HENRY A. S'I.'EBBINS. $2.15 per year. 

All remittancost orders, and buli!iness cqmmun!ca-
tions intended for the offi.ce of publication, must ba 
directed to Joseph Smith, Bom 50, Plano, Kendall Co., 
lllinois. All sums ove:r Five Dollars should be se:EJ.t by 
Draft on Chicago, Post ·Office Order on Plano, by reg:ia .. 
tered letter, or by :Express. Remittances sent in any 
other manner will be at the risk of the sender. 
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"lIEAJtKEN TO THE WORD OF THE Lonn, FOR THER:U SHALL NOT A.NY MAN }_MONG YOU HA.v.g SA.VJ: I'l' :B:m 

ONE WIFE; AND oorrcUDINEB BE SHALL HA.VB NONE."-Boolt of Mormon. 
'&WHEN Tlill RIGHTEOUS ARE IN AUTRORI:l!'Y1 T!DI PBOPU REJOIOil; ~U'l' WIIBN THE WIOEED BEARE'fR 

P,ULE, THE PEOPLE MOURN."-Prov. 29: 2. 

Vol. 23. PLANO,ULL., MAY 15, 1876. No.10. 

Keep Thy Vow§, to compel man to yield to his sway, he 
"when thou vowest a vow unto God, de- left him perfectly free in his choice. 

fer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure The choice was made and we all, too 
in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed." well, know the consequence. . The work 
-Ee. 5: 4. , of restoration was immediately begun. 

It is a common saying, "A man's It was not a work of compulsion, for the 
word is his bond." A:nd certain it is Almighty would scorn to reign over a 
that it is the bond of confidence, and kingdom of slaves. It was a work of 
hence of union between man and man. love, wherein man's intelligence was ap
Integrity is the touchstone, or standard pealed to j for it was a work in which 
by which our characters are tested; one he must take a part if he would be bene
of the elements in the grand secret of fitted by it. It is a truth, and a glori
all true success. The man who keeps ous truth, that salvation was made free 
his word with his fellow man, will be 1 unto all; hence, not to be forced upon 
likely to keep it with his God; but if he man; but to be received, or rejected ac
is unfaithful to his fellow man, he can cord.mg to our free will. The reception 
not be faithful to his God. All vows of i~ implied obedience. Through diso
are sacred. They involve our honors, bed10nce man had become an alien from 
-0r shame; our moral worth, or our the kingdom of God; his return must 
worthlessness. The honor of every be- b? through obedience; the doors of the 
ing is at stake whenever such being krn_gdom were . thrown open for all. 
makes a vow. The love, confidence, re- I This was ~one through the obedience of 
spect and honor which all beings receive, Jesus Christ. No power beneath his 
are in proportion to their integrity. The could. open the doors of that kingdom· to 
sa1:'1e is true in spiritual as in temporal ~ankrn,d; _but as anarchy can.n?t exist 
thrngs. m God s krngdom, only the w1llmg and 

Gold will not buy love nor confidence · obedient can enter there. The terms of 
it may purchase flattery. Physical admi~sion were declared,-the gospel of 
~trength will not command real respect., the krngdom. All who enter the gold-
1t may create fear; but integrity will en gates must first consent to those 
win unfeigned love; it will inspire con- ~erms. The terms were : 1. To believe 
fidence; it will command the admira- m God and in his Son Jesus Christ 
tion of all. 2. To repent of all their sins. 3. To be 

When God made man he endowed baptized for the remission of sins; after 
him with intelligence; and though he which they should receive the Holv 
was his subject by creation, he left him Ghost. This was the covenant imposed 
free to continue such, or to become the upon man. 
subject o~ anoth~r. It is true that he The Almighty, on his part, covenants, 
~ade plam to him the. consequences. of "He that believeth and is baptized, shall 
e1th~r cours~; but he d~d not fet~er him. be saved." ''Repent and be baptized in 
While he did not permit the evil power the name of Jesus Christ. for the remis-

W'ho!e No. 346, ' · 
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sion of sins, and you shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost." This is the 
covenant of God unto us on the condi
tion of our faith, and repentance, and 
baptism for the remission of. our past 
sins. .And on condition of our continu
ed faithfulness, he covenants that "He 
that endureth unto the end, the same 
shall be saved." This refers to an ever
lasting salvation. Here then is the 
agreement entered into between the .Al
mighty and every one of his children. 

Now, with all the evidences of his 
love unto us, can we doubt his faithful
ness? He has been faithful unto us 
thus fa1;, yea, he has even given unto us 
more than we deserved, proving that 
''He is more willing to give than we are 
to receive." 

Vvhat is the nature of the covenant we 
have made? "That we would believe 
his word, that we would forsake every 
sin, and hence obey his gospel, avoiding 
even the appearance of evil;" in other 
words, "that we would serve God with 
full purpose of heart, with all our mind 
and strength." 

Latter Day Saints, Is not this the 
covenant we have made? Was it not 
for this purpose that we publicly re
nounced all evil, went down into the 
watery grave in token of our submission 
to his will; thereby declaring our death 
mito sin, and arising in token of our life 
unto righteousness? Are we keeping 
that covenant? This is a solemn ques
tion, it must be met and answered. If 
you will not meet it now, you will meet 
it in the great day of accounts. 

Remember that we have no claim up
on God if we fail to keep our vow. We 
have none here, we can have none here
after. Faithfulness is the condition up
tn which all His promises are made. 
Without it we have no hope. Christ 
died, not to save man in his sins, but 
from his sins; but if we cling to them 
they will cling to us and sink us beyond 
the reach of His pardoning love. 

It would seem that many of us either 
forget the nature of our vow, or that we 
never had a correct understanding of it; 
or if we understand and remember it, we 
are very careless about keeping it. When 

I remember that I promised that I would• 
devote the entire powers of my mind and 
body to God's service, I fully realize 
that I am not keeping that vow when I 
am indulging in the sensual p1easures of 
the world, imitating the follies and fash
ions of the same, wasting precious hours 
in reading trashy novels; for these things , 
only waste my time-the time I vowed 
to devote to God's service-waste my en
ergies, once consecrated to God, to his·, 
perpetual service. When I am spend
ing all my time, talents and strength, to 
procure the riches of this world, heedless 
of the interests of God's kingdom, I r(l
alize that I am breaking that solemn vow. 
When I am using my powers of mind to , 
outwit, cheat, defraud, or rob my fellow · 
man of hi5 just rights, I know that I am 
not keeping my vow, "to live honestly 
before all men." When I wink at cor
ruption and let it pass without reproof, 
I know that I am an unfaithful steward. 
When I barter rny honor for favor, place 
or power, I know I am forfeiting all 
right to the favor of God and all good 
men. When I use my tongue in defa
mation of another's character, I am con-. 
scious that I am not serving God. In 
fine, if I indulge in any course that does 
not redound to the glory of God, I cease 
to be his servant, and if not a servant . 
how can I hope to be welcomed as his 
child. 

I discover that there are many who 
have very loose notions of duty and 
pleasure. Duty is made secondary to · 
pleasure; whereas our motto should be, 
Duty first, last, and all the time. If we · 
are faithful servants, duty will be the 
highest pleasure. Yet how many who 
profess to be servants are sacrificini:z: 
duty to the pleasures of the world? ' 
There are many who would feel insulted 
to see the Church of Christ treated with 
scorn, or to hear its doctrines ridiculed, 
and they would fairly bristle with argu
ments in its defense, when in reality 
their lives are a greater blot upon the , 
fair fame of the Church than can be · 
fastened upon it by all the poisoned pens, 
and virulent tongues that malignity can 
command. I would to God my ex
perience had given the lie to the above ' 
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assertion; but it will remain an un
pleasant truth, andfit is painful to de
clare. 

In the life of a saint, all things should 
be done with an eye single to the glory 
of God. How can I glorify God by 
drowning my reason with intoxicating 
drink; by slandering my neighbor; by 
falsehood; by dishone~t dealing_; , by 
studying to imitate the vain and empty 
fashions of the day, or by indulging in 
:filthy talk; winking at obscene actions; 
or by frequent association with those 
who love these things? "Blessed is the 
man who walketh not in the counsel of 
the ungodly, nor standeth in the wity of 
filnners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful." 

Every act of a saint, should be per
formed with reference to the cause in 
which we have embarked; but what 
connection can the ball-rooi:n have with 
the kingdom of God? Am I illustrating 
its beauty, its doctrines and its blessed
ness, w~ile whirling in the giddy maze, 
embracmg and being embraced by the 
voluptuous form by my side. Is there 
any thing in that gaudy assemblaO'e of 
vanity that points my mind to God; that 
ii.ts me for his presence; that renders 
me more like him ? Does the swell of 
v-0luptuous sounds that fills my ear raise 
my soul to Heaven, or does it rouse up . 
the baser passions of my nature and set 
my heart on flame with inordinate de
sire? Am I a better, a purer man for 
associating with the gay, the giddy and 
unwise, who are undermining their 
health; neglecting their morals and sap
ping the foundations of their happiness, 
temporal and eternal? 

"Can a man touch pitch without de
filement?" Neither canst thou, blooming 
maiden, or robust youth, engage in and 
mingle with these follies, without the 
smell of their fire upon thy garments. 
Matron nor maiden, manhood nor youth 
can avoid the polluting touch of the evil 
influence that attends these follies. It 
always strikes a pang to my heart when 
I hear of my young brethren and sisters 
indulging themselves, or yielding them
selves an easy prey to the tempter's snare; 
but what shall be said of the Elders in 

Israel, the Lord's anointed, who will 
barter away the interests of the kingdom 
of God, trail the eternal flag of truth in 
the dust, and lay the sword of truth to 
rust; while he not only indulges in these 
follies, but seeks ·to entrap the tender 
feet of those whom he should shield and 
protect from the 'tempter's power? My 
brow crimsons with shame for such men: 
and mv heart trembles with fear lest r' 
too, should be overcome and after ali 
barter away my birthright for a mess of 
pottage even more worthless than was 
that of Esau. Yet the warning voice 
must be given, and why should I wait 
for other tongues to speak, or other pens 
to warn the unwary and unsuspecting? 

Young friend, listen not to the syren. 
voice that tells you there is no harm in 
the dance. That voice is a· deceiver, be 
it whose it may. To-day it is one of 
the preparations of Satan, glossed over 
with the look of innocence to entrap 
you into his coils. It is an evil, because 
it is made an instrument of deception 
leading to a thousand evils that you 
know not of. "A void the evil, pass not 
by it, turn from it and pass away." 

Does not David 8ay, "Let them praise 
his name in the dance?" Yes. Is that 
the purpose for which such assemblages 
meet? Is that your purpose in attend
ing? You blush, then avoid it, until 
you know that God's people are indeed 
joining in the dance with no other mo
tive than the glory of God; when the 
sacred influence of the lVIost High shall 
surround his people and keep them from 
the polluting touch of evil of every grade 
and color. 

This is the day of preparation. .The 
Bridegroom is coming, the bride must 
be prepared before he leads her in the 
dance. Now is the time for work. Strip 
off the habiliaments of sin; come out 
from the "unclean thing," "Be ye clean 
who bear the vessels 'of the Lord." 

Let duty be our motto. Are you 
ready, if the bursting heavens revealed 
him? If not, there is no time for the 
dance,-no time for the follies of the 
world,-and if you were ready, you 
would willingly wait for the Bridegroom. 
Remember your vows unto the Lord. 
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In keeping the covenant there is great 
reward. The covenant breaker is de
spised of men and rejected of' the Al
mighty; '•but he who keepeth his word, 
happy is he. c. DERRY. 

There is . not.hing very strange in this, 
fact; it is as natural for men to run with 
their particular mites of truth as it is for 
a chicken to run away with a crumb and· 
leave a whole loaf behind it. The Cath
olic takes his text, "Thou art Peter n 

and around it crystalizes his creed an'd 
lP!hnrenolo!l[J'. 

It was an old saying of the Hindoo. the very gates cannot prevail against his 
construction. The Protestant's scheme 
is rounded out and symmetrical to his eye 

"The Gods he,ve inscribed the destiny of and it is nothing to him that the whole 
every man on his skµll."-E. G. Holland. 

Bible is full of a very different doctrine. 

sages: 

Homer describes the shapeofThirsite's From Thales to Copernicus (not to Plane 
head-as l'etreating and peaked, so that Facts) the world had a false system of·· 
a phrenologist can read his insolent dis-
position by it. A knowledge of the rudi~ astronomy, but they constructed theo-

ries upon a system of cycles and epi
:ments of phrenology has always been in- cycles that answered their wants so well 
tuitive to, or attained by observation by that Gallileo came near losing his head 
intelligent men. When could there ever 
have Jived an eminent pa.inter or sculp- for not going with the majority. 
tor who did not know the difference be- So the world has had a system of men
tween the head of a philosopher and a tal philosophy that is baseless, and yet 
fool, or scholar and a savage? What has served a great purpose well. It 
man of genius ever felt the pulsations of originated with the old Greeks. They 
thought in his own brain, without real- had as great minds as men of any race 
izing that his brain was the source of ever will have. They could not travel 
thought. Shakespeare recognized the to explore, for they were hemmed in by 
correspondence of the head to mor!!l barbarous nations and unknown seas. 
character, in the sentence, "lVIen like They could not bridge the way to other, 
apes, with foreheads villainously low." worlds, for they had no telescopes; so 

This knowledge that had floated nn- they turned their thought<J upon them
defined throughout the ages, was first selves; they questioned their own con
reduced to system within the last hun- sciousness. If they attributed some emo
dred years. Dr. Gall's firsb observation tions to the heart, some to the spleen, 
was that those of his schooimates who some to the bowels and others to the flu
had prominent eyes excelled in verbal ids, that did not prevent them from cor
mernory and power of expression. 'l'his rectly classifying -and analyzing all the 
fact, like the falling apple, led to great emotions and powers of the mind and 
discoveries. Dr. Spurzheim aided in they did attain to great knowledge of 
laying the foundations of the new science. the mental constitution of man. The 
"'1 ext in order as a founder stands George case has its parallel in music; there · 
Combe. 0. S. Fowler and J. R. Bu- were beautiful sounds in the world 
ehanan made some additions, connecting when there were no notes to represent 
it with facial expression, etc., and the them, and melodies transferred from one., 
science is irrefutable; and if not com- generation to another without the gamut. 
plete, it is because man is too much like And too as a man may learn notes and' 
his Creator to be understood by man. not become a musician so he can learn 
Any candid man n;ay confirm the truth I the "bumps" by name 'and be ignerant 
_of phrenology by submitting his own of mind. Phrenology is only the basis 
head to the test of competent examina- of metaphysics: the locating of the or
tion, but it has not passed the Sanhe- gans is only the A. B, C of the science 
drim of the savans, nor been admitted of mind. Man is too com'plex a machine 
to the curriculum of the colleges, and the to be understood by a few day's study of 
very apostle of the "Descent of Man" a plaster bust. The first lessons are 
discards it-its own receives it not. I easy and that makes many pretenders, 
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and many pretenders have caused a re
proach, and many patrons will be offend
ed that phrenology is so much as named 
in the Herald. 

"Size is the measure of power-other 
things being equal," say the professors : 
but that last clause is the biggest half 
of the rule. The "other things" are 
numerous and are more difficult to de
termine than 'Size. So far as they can 
be determined phrenology is :;,n exact 
science, and an infalliable guide. The 
rules of phrenology are correct, but to 
be a successful reader of character one 
needs to be born with a pecutiar apti
tude; and I think that some of them: 
have a prQficiency that exceeds all the 
rules, and· cannot be reduced to formula
ries. 

gratification in God and a life to come; 
and the existence of these faculties is 
proof of the existence of their objects of 
desire-a proof that no rational phreno
logist c:m question. This is a low faith, 
but it makes a man look upward and 
leads toward the truth. 

Phrenobgy is the science of mind; 
mind is God-like; and that makes phre
nology second only to theology in dig
nity. He who understands the mind of 
man is brought to the verge of divine 
truth. No man can get to know the 
higher truths of anthropology and not 
believe in the realities of spirit existence. 
One merges into the other. as the bud 
into the flower. The difficulty is that 
th.ere are two forms of spirit life and 
that can not be distinguished one from 

Phrenology is charged with fatalism i the othe1· by the ordinary methods of 
take phrenology away and does not fat- study; and many phrenologists lose the 
alism remain? Are there not some wav and wander in the mazes of mod. 
cases- quite hopeless by any rule we can erri' Spiritualism. · 
apply? Phrenology teaches a hopeful-

1 
Dr. Trall has enunciated the relation

ness that common sense demurs to. It ship of phrenology to medical practice 
claims that if a man has a bad head he in one compact sentence, "The physi-. 
can improve it: make the horns of pas- cian who can not analyze the mental 
sion draw back, a'nd the organs of grace powers physiologically, is not fit to med
and excellence branch out like antlers. icate their maladies." 
0, well, we must make some allowance Phrenology has disappointed the 
for enthusiasm. hopes held out in its youth. Gall, 

What is the relationship of phrenology Spmzheim and Combe were philoso~ 
to religion? The parables of the talents phers, but could not provide a succession 
and the sower cover the case. Religion I to their line; and the greate5t thinkers 
is adapted to man as he is. There were of the seem to be pushing past 
in Paul's day certain "honorable wo- pl1renology without a nod of recognition. 
men," and certain "lewd fellows of the 'J'here is :i. paralell to the case in the 
baser sort." 'I'hose classes still pre'vail fact that great sermons are preach
and the gospel net gathers all kinds of ed outside of the only tru.) Church, but 
folks. The hand can not say to the 3, paralell is not an explanation. 
foot I have no need of thee. When the Dr. 1'\forton developed the science of 
Saints are in the Spirit they are much craniography, and by comparison of 
alike. Under temptation and trial their skulls solved many problems in ethnolo
original natures assert their powers. gy, classified the races, and determined 
The besetting sins will be old familiar facts of conquests, colonizations, and 
acquaintances. The fellows of the baser affiliations of pre-historic nations; all 
sort might be lewd again; and the hon- without admitting the claims of phre
orable women might give way to pride. nology. The house is divided against 
None are perfect, no not one. All need itself, but phrenology is awaiting its 
the transforming power of the Holy champion, and must become the cap-
Ghost. stone in the dome of exact science. ~ 

Phrenology is a teacher of natural re- A man's inspiration partakes of his 
ligion. As friendship finds gratification individuality. Each writer and actor 
in friends, so the religious faculties find in the sacred records has his peculiar 
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characteristic-his individuality. In ad
dition to individuality, are national char
acteristics: and besides these is a reflex 
influence of conditions and surroundings 
called characteristics of "the age." But 
the main element in forming individual
ity, is the shape of the head. All the 
acts and thoughts of men, including 
creed making, Bible interpreting, and 
Bible making, are determined mainly 
by the shape of the head. The ancients, 
as shown by delineations of their artists, 
had imperfectly formed heads; low on 
the front. God could not inspire sava
ges with generous sentiments; but as 
they had intellectual power he could in
spire them with transcendent wisdom; 
and by sending angels to them he could 
reveal any kind of sentiment or Jaw or 
purpose. In whatever way he gave 
revelations, however, the revelations had 
to be adapted to the conditions and 
needs of the time ; and the Israelites 
were e, "stiff-necked" people. 

S. F. W. 

'.l'he P:a·eaddn~ of tile W OJN1. 

As one whose active service in the 
cause of Christ may be counted only by 
weeks, and feeling deeply my own need 
of instruction; not only in the faith and 
doctrines of the church, but also in those 
matters which pertain to the establish
ment of His church upon earth-the ef
fectual teaching and preaching of those 
great truths, by the acceptance of which, 
alone, can eternal salvation be secured. 
I would offer for the cnnsideration of 
the saints, and especially those residing 
in our large towns and cities, a few sug
gestions as to the most effective employ
ment of the means which God has placed 
in our power for the preaching of His 
His word. 

We are all agreed, I think, that the 
preaching of the gospel of Christ is the 
one great object that we should keep in 
view; and that as compared with this 
all other matters are of but minor im
portance; and it is equally true, that 
each and every member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
has a part assigned him, or her, in this 
great work. 

Some are called upon to devote them
selves exclusively to the work of the min
istry-in many instances to leave their 
families entirely dependent, for their 
support, upon the voluntary contribu
tions of the saints; others, the great 
mass of us, are under equal obligation 
to labor diligently in our several voca
tions to acquire means which we may, 
even, if need be, at some sacrifice or 
self-denial, contribute to the support of 
those who have given up all to follow 
Him; not forgetting, meanwhile, to em
ploy the talents, be they few or many, 
which have been committed to our 
charge, in earnest effort to awaken in 
our fellow men a desire to "walk in the 
light." 

It is as to the disposition of this mo
ney which I trust we all feel it a duty 
to contribute as liberally as our circum
stances will in any wise justify, that I 
desire to offer a few suggestions, especi
ally to residents of towns and cities. 

In many places-say of from 5000 to 
25,000 inhabitants-there are thousands 
who know nothing whatever of the teach
ings of the Church of Latter Day Saints, 
and who associate the name of Mormon, 
only with the vices of Utah. If, in any 
of these places there chances to be a 
branch of the church, it is too often the 
case that the presiding officers, or resi
dent elders are, either from want of nat
ural qualifications, or because the nature 
of their secular occupations prevents them 
from giving the necessary time for pre
paration, unable to present the sublime 
truths of the gospel in such a manner as 
to induce the attendance at our meetings 
of those whom we should reach-the ma
ny, who, having regard for religion, yet 
know not the true from the false, and 
who will naturally go where they may 
be interested, as well by the force and 
intelligence of the speaker as by the im
portance of the subject presented for 
their consideration. 

Occasionally a traveling elder preach
es for them, and perhaps awakens some 
interest. After a few days he goes on 
his way to other fields of labor, and for 
weeks it may be that we have nothing 
that can fairly be dignified by the name 
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of preaching. The interest which had surface, but applies it liberally to a few 
been excited, to a great extent dies out, acres at a time, experience having proved 
so that in no true sense can it be said that in this way only can he secure 
that in such places has the gospel really both remunerative returns and the means 
been preached-preached so as to reach of fertilizing other acres. 
the people-to interest the community- So, in all the affairs of life, success is 
to induce even the seriously disposed to rarely attained but by the concentration 
investigate our belief and learn for them- of all our powers, whether of mind or 
selves whether they be true-to say body; and, where money is required, of 
nothing of that much larger and perhaps all our capital upon the object iu view. 
equally honest-hearted class who have And this, it- seems to me, is as true of 
never yet given serious thought to the that which pertains to the growth of the 
things which pertain to the life to come, Church of Christ, as it is of our material 
and for whose salvation we should strive interests. 
most earnestly. Let us then, especially in our larger 

Now what is the remedy for this state towns, apply at least the greater part of 
of affairs? Obviously it is to provide, our contributions to the payment of 
so far as lies in our power, frequent and the expenses incident to the frequent 
if possible regular preaching, by men and regulB"r preaching of the gospel; and 
fitted by nature and education as well as it will be strange indeed, if the seed so 
by the gift of the Holy Spirit, to present sown does not, sooner or later, produce 
the truth in such a manner as to attract an abundant harvest. And let us not be 
and retain the attention of the public- discouraged if no immediate results ~re 
men who will compare favorably with observable; let us remember that while, 
the ministers of other denominations- 1 if we sow we shall surely reap, yet there 
for, reason as we may as to what ought is a_Iong season of wear:y '!aiting, and 
to be, men and women will go where ofttimes o~ careful cult1vat1011 between 

, they may be interested-will prefer to the seed time and the h~rve.st, and that 
listen to an able speaker, or one of at upon the degree of cult1vat10n depends 
least average ability, and will not go to largely the abundance of that harvest. 
hear a dull one, how true soever may be W. R. S. his words. ____ .....,.. __ _ 

But how shall this be accomplished? {JIJ!ildr.im ®.Ii Jlunufon. 
Our people, generally, are poor and un- In the ~Herald of March 15, 1876, 
able to give very largely of their hard- page 1 '77, an inquiry is made about the 
earned means for this or any purpose; children of Amulon; how they came to 
yet I suppose there is not one of us but Zarahemla, as there appears no account 
that gives something and am disposed to of their leaving Helaman. 
think that there are few who could not To understand this matter and history 
give more than we do to aid in the dis- of Amulon and Helaman, it will be nec
semination of the truth. essary to find as much of their history 

Would it not be well for us, keeping as we can. The first we find of Amu
steadily in view the one great object-the Ion is recorded in the 11th chav. 2nd v 
effective preaching of the word of God- of Alma. He say~ they had fou;1d those 
to look about us and see how success is priests of King Noah in a place they 
attained in matters which pel'tain to this called Amulon, and they had began to 
world only. till the ground. Now the leader of those 

The successful merchant we shall find priests was Amulon, and who was it that 
to be the man who concentrates, not only found those priests of King Noah and 
his energy and skill, but his capital also Amulon. 
upon one branch of business. The Lamanites, after they had pur-

The farmer who would increase the sued the people of King Noah, and driv
productiveness of his fields, does not en them into the wilderness, and pursu
scatter bis fertilizers thinly over a large ed them and brought back all they had 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



296 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

overtaken; and conferred the kingdom 
on Lim hi, one of the sons of King Noah; 
and the Lamanites persecuted the peo
ple of Limhi until they sought repent
ance; and the Lord delivered them out 
of their hand8, and they went to the 
land of Zarahemla from whence they 
came. And the armies of the Laman
ites purs_ued them again and got lost, 

_ and while wandering around in the wil
derness found the priests of King Noah 
who escaped from them when they were 
in pursuit of King Noah, and are again 
delivered because they were so honest 
and pious as to go and steal the daugh
ters of the Lamanites and carry them 
into the wilderness where they were 
found tilling the ground. Amulon find
ing favor with the Lamanite authori
ties, because of the stolen daughters of 
the J~amanites, joined them; so did his 
brethren, and were traveling in search 
of the bnd of Nephi in the wilderness, 
when they found the land of Helem pos
sessed by Alma, who was driven out of 
the land of Nephi by King Noah, be. 
cause he and his brethren believed the 
truth. 

call upon the Lord; and Amulon com
manded them that they should stop their 
cries, and put guards over them to watch 
them, and commanded that whosoever 
was found calling upon God should be 
put to death. Alma and his people did 
not raise their voices unto the Lord, but 
their hands were lifted up unto the Lord 
and he knew their thoughts. 

So Alma, and the people of the Lord, 
were brought into bondage and being 
}Jossessed of the genuine faith of the 
Lord, this faith brought them deliver
anee after wandering twelve long days in 
the wilderness ; being led by the Lord. 
And the Lord led them to the land of 
Zarahemla, J\fosiah being king over the 
land. 

But the posterity of Amulon and his 
brethren were displeased with the con
duct of their fathers, those who had ta
ken the daughters of the Lamanites to 
wife, and would no longer be called by 
the name of their fathers; therefore they 
took upon them the name of Nephi, that 
they might be called the people of Ne
phi, and be numbered with those who 
were called N ephites. Now all the peo-

Alma believed Abinadi, the servant ple of Zarahemla were called Nephites, 
of the Lord sent to warn King Noah and and this because the kingdom had been 
his people. His brethren also believed conferred upon none but those who were 
him, Alma. The Lamanites promised descendants of Nephi· (Par. 10.) 
Alma if he would show them the way to Zarahemla and his people were de
the land of Nephi their lives, and their scendants of Mulek, and those who came 
liberty; but after Alma had shown them into this .land with him, wh? was a S?n 
the way, the Lamanites would not keep ?f Zedekiah, who was ta~en mto capt1v
their promise, but set gtmrds around the ' ity by Nebuchadnazar, kmg of Babylon. 
land of Helem, overAlma and his breth- (Par. 8). . . 
ren. And the J_,amanites granted unto . Alma died m Z.arahei:ila; but before 
Amo.Ion that he should be kinp· and a his death, he ordamed his son, Alma, to 
ruler over his people who were

0

'in the be high priest over the Church of Christ, 
land of Helem. (Pax. 2, chap. 11 of Al- an~ the people chose Alma to be the 
ma.) Amulon began to exercise author- Chief Judge over the. land .and people of 
ity over Alma and h1s brethren and be- Zarahemla, and he hved m Zarahemla 
gan to persecute them, and cau'sed that m:~til he was ~ran~lated. (13 t.o last par.) 
his children should persecute their chil- His translation IS recorded m the 21st 
dren; for Amulon knew Alma, that he chapter, 3rd paragraph. 
had been one King Noah's priests, and When the Zoramites departed from 
that he believed Abiuadi. Please read the truth, and separated themselves from 
the 11th chapter of lVIosiah to the 11th the Nephites, Alma thought that the 
paragraph. Amulon exercised authori- preaching of the word of God was the 
ty over them, put tasks upon them and best remedy to apply to them; (16 : 11); 
put task masters over them, and the af- therefore he took Ammon, Aaron and 
Jliction was so great that they began to Omni with him, and Himni he did 
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leave in the church at Zarahemla. But 
the former three he took with him; he 
also took two of his sons; the eldest he 
took not with him, and l1is name was 
Helaman. Here, then, we find Helaman 
born and raised in the land of Zarahem
la, or city, as the case may be. Now1 
Alma and Ammon and their brethren re
turned to the land of Zarahemla, etc. 
(16 : 31). 

Then the children of Amulon did not 
have to leave He1aman to come to Zara
hemla, but they had to leave the land of 
Amulon in the kingdom of the Laman
ites, to come to Zarahemla, where Hela
man the son of Alma was high priest, 
over the church of God. R. H. 

The nexb place, How should Saints 
conduct themselves at conference? I 
have seen brethren come to conference 
and tie their horses to an oat and wheat 
bin; the horses pulled away the parti
tion between the oats and wheat and let 
them run together. Others threw so 
much hay to their horses that there was 
nearly as much wasted as eat~n. Others 
carried oats and fed to their horses until 
a quantity of them was also wasted. I 
have also seen brethren complain that the 
pasture field was too far away and there
fore wished to turn their horses into the 
brother's meadow. Such conduct I 
think does not become saints. Neither 
do I think it is doing to others as we 
would wish them to do unto us. 

A Few Thou~hts ou ConN I do not :nean to say ~h~t those things 
ferences. ,. are done wilfully; but it IS for want of 

Dear Herald :-Conference is a meet- thoupht. Brethren and sisters, let· us 
ing set apart by the district to transact consider the,. matter all over before we 
business for the work of the Lord ; start for con1erence. 
therefore, the week before conference we It has been stated by some t~at the 
ought to present ourselves before the branch where the con_ference IS held 
Lord in fasting and prayer; that we should prepare a sufficient amount ~f 
might be freed from all evil spirits; and fo?d for the whole c?nference. This 
meet together, enjoying the Holy Spirit might do where there is a lar~e brai;ich 
of God to "'Uide us into <:tll truth. and a small conference. But, JUSt thmk 

In reply to this, it might be said that of si~ or seven sisters preparing victuals 
we ought to live so evei·y day. Very sufficient for a con!~rence of ~rom two to 
true; but how is the week before con- f?ur hundred. vv n'/i certamly those 
ference too often spent by the Saints? srnters could not enJOY the conference 
It is in making a great fuss, in making much. 
pies and sweet cakes for conference, "When we start for conference let; us 
which, when the time comes, I am afraid try to have ourselves ready in such a 
that some go there for lit,tle or no other way as to be as little burdensome as 
purpose than to eat them up. Some possible. Let the sisters have their bas
have gone so far as to see wlio could I kets of plain victuals, with a quilt or 
make the best cake for conference. This two, each prepiixed to go at the time of 
I believe not to be right. If the rich . conference; and let the brethren who 
can afford to do this, the poor cannot; drive teams to conference be prepared to 
although they will strain every nerve to take a load; say from eight to twelve; 
keep up appearances. Some might say, and not do as I did once, I am sorry to 
Would you have people starve at con- say, drive a span of horses for myself and 
ference? No, I would not. But let the wife, and thus fill up the brethren's sta
sisters prepare plain and common food; bles with horses and have very few saints 
and not a temporal feast. so that the mind at conference, after all. Some may here 
is drawn away from God, to the things we say that they cannot suffer to ride so far 
eat and drink. in a lumber wagon. Well, my '<lear 

Dear Hemld, I think if this was done brother or sister, if your body is so frail 
we should not have so many sick at as that, you could not very well suffer 
conference to be administered to, as there the privations of conference, when we 
are under the present rule. arrive at the plac; of conference. 
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After our teams are cared for, and we I the same time my own soul shall be 
are auout to enter the place of meeting,. blessed with IDll;C~ of the ~ssisting grace 
let us remember that it is the house of of the Holy Spmt. I will try to be an 
the Lord and we have come to meet comorehensible as I can, by the use of 
Him ther~ (by His Spirit), and let us so few words as is necessary in order to 
try and ke'ep order, and not get to talk- convey the ideas which I would like that 
ing, and whispering to each other dur- you should understand. 
ing time of meeting; neither let us be I thank you, in the first place, for 
continuallY, ?oing ~n and. out of the your friendly call here, yesterday, on so 
place of meetrng, as is especially the man- good and praiseworthy an errand, to make 
ner with some of our young ~rethren enquiry in relation to that portion of 
and sisters, and thus annoyrng the God's ancient church and kingdom, that 
meeting or conference assembled. has been lost from the knowledge of all 

The next idea I wish to remind my nations. now 2576 years. That is quite 
brethren and sisters of, is this : When a a whil~ for one whole nation as enlight
question is before th_e conference be care- Bned and powerful as they once were 
ful to not -:ote until you have a proper during a period of time four times as 
understandmg of what you ar~ votrng long as our republican government has 
for; and not vote for both motwn and yet lived. All that the world has known 
amendment, as I have c'30tl some. or can know of them since they were 

I will now close this subject bygiving carried away by Shalmanezer, king of 
my views as to who has a right to vote Assyria, and placed in the cities of the 
in conference. . Medes-I say, all that can be known of 

I believe that every brother and srnter them since that tirne which has been al
has a vote in the Church of Chris~, in ready 2576 years, ~an only be known 
their proper place; but I do not belie;e by the prophets and holy ministrY: ?f 
that every one should have a vote rn Jesus Christ. How important then it is 
conference. I believe that it is t~e to us, who desire to know anything cor
right of eve:y member .to h.ave a vote m rectly, that we know .first who that min
branch busrness meetrngs~ also to ap- ' istry are ? 
point the officers to preside .over ~hem in There is a noint noted in the Holy 
each branch_; then ~ believe it to be Scriptures, well worthy of the attention 
prop~r and nght for chose officers t.hu~ of every man. Read II. Peter 1 : 20. 
appomted .to go to. conferenc~ a~d rep- Here ou may take a word of caution, 
resent their bra.nch to the ~1stnct c.on- not toy depend on your own ability to 
ference ~ and brm? s~ch busrness before inter ret -prophecy, nor to depend on 
the conference as IS right f~r the confer- any Jan-made priesthood to do it for you; 
ence to transac~ for their pranches~ lest you land yourself where you may 
Those officers 'Y1t~ all the. eidc~s ana share a like fate as did all that nation of 
P.riests in the ?1stnct; I beh~ve r_ave a Jews after who~ you feel disposed so 
r!ght. to. vote m conference' but _I be- late in life to make inquiry. There is 
hve i.t is out of place for the _laity to not a lesson in the divine science that 
vote m conference, not excludmg the stands before this in importance for you 
si~ters any more th.an the brethren of the to understand. For you know now that 
laity from a yote m conference. . it was in consequence of following a 

E~er praymg for the good of Zrn~, I man-made priesthood that all that dire 
remam, A BROTHER L. D. "'· calamity has happened to that nation. 

LeU:e1t• OBll the Prie§thood. 
Mir. David Landon :-Dear Sir, will 

you be so good as .to kindly acc~pt ?f 
this letter and read it. For I design It 
for good. And I pray that it may prove 
a savor of life unto life to you, while at 

Wherefore it should be a solemn and 
fearful warning to us Gentiles who are 
subjected to an influence that will soon 
prove no less disastrous to all that host 
of Christendom who are now being led 
by a hireling priesthood, who are as un
able to prophecy, or to give a true in-
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terpretation of one of the prophecies re
lating to futurity as were any of those 
false prophets whom king Jeroboam 
made to himself, and who officiated as 
priests and divines before the king and 
his people, in pride and grandeur for 
four hundred years. 

Remember too, how they despised and 
ill-treated such men as God sent into 
their assemblies to foretell and warn 
them of their coming destruction, which 
continually overtook them in accordance 
with the words of God which were sent, 
and denied or rejected. 

To the all important point of "know
ing this first," as Peter says we must, 
before going for light to the sure word 
of prophecy, I say we must first know 
who are God's chosen priesthood. Or 
the leaders of his church who are the 
called of God, as was Moses and Aaron, 
Peter and Paul, and not run after blind 
guides, and such as assume divine honor 
while they cannot divine, save it be for the 
people's money, and then it is in false
hood. If you, or I, or any other man 
were sufficient of ourselves, alone to take 
the Bible in hand and be our own in
terpreters, independently of that holy 
order of ministry which God in so many 
different generations has sent by direct 
revelation and ordination by the hand 
of angels j then I ask, why was it that 
a learned sectarian J·ew with all of his 
religious .zeal and knowledge had to go 
to the prophet Ananias in order to know 
what he should do after the JJord Jesus 
called him to be an apostle? Or why 
was it that the Lord sent him to Ana
nias, instead of sending him to one of the 
popular priests, among the more self
esteemed priests of those times ? Or 
why was it that the man Cornelius, that 
great and good man, captain of the Ital
ian band, with all his alms giving, his 
praying three times a day, and attaining 
unto the ministration of an angel, had to 
send a three day's journey for God's 
prophet to tell him words whereby he 
and his household might be saved. 

Your ministers would now tell you that 
so good a man as he was could be saved 
undoubtedly without baptism, or the 
gift of the Holy Ghost j neither of which 

could he or any other man get, or ever 
did get until after submitting to God's 
holy order of the priesthood, which he 
placed in his church by direct revelation 
and commandment. And if' any man 
deny this, that man is an impostor or 
false teacher, however learned and pop
ular he may be in the eyes of men. 

Why was it, I ask again, if any man 
is sufficient of himself alone to take his 
Bible in hand and by it steer his course 
to heaven independently of the holy, in
spired, living ministry of God, thea why 
did God say to that great man, Philip, 
"Go join thyself to that Ethiopian's 
chariot?" For he not only had the 
Holy Scriptures with him but was actu
ally reading a prophecy which had just 
been literally fulfilled, and yet he did 
not know it. And why did he not? I 
answer ; for the same reason that none 
of the Jews who had read it, knew until 
after they attended unto the interpreta
tions which that holy order of the min
istry gave, w horn Jesus called from their 
fish-boats and made them fishers of men. 
Some of them had never been at a school 
so high as Saul of Tarsus had before his 
call to the ministry, and yet they knew 
how to interpret all those prophecies re
lating to the age in which they lived. 

And they knew how to preach God's 
testimony to that generation, and to bap
tize penitent believers, for the remission 
of' their sins. And this was not all they 
knew, for they had power to lay on their 
hands after baptism in water, for the 
conferring of the Holy Ghost. And J e
sus Christ worked with them; but not 
with a hireling ministry. 

So you may discover by this light, al
so, that they not only knew how to in
terpret those prophecies which had just 
been literally fulfilled in that generation, 
but they went on to tell of the future, 
just as it has since been transpiring and 
and as it shall be down to the final end 
of time. A hireling, man-made minis
try never did nor never can do it. Fur
thermore, God never sent nor owned a 
man-made ministry of any order. Nor 
did he ever own a church that "pro
cured to themselves" their own teachers. 
Let any man deny th:s if he can prove it. 
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It is a plain apostolic prophecy, reiating 
to our o .. ,1::i times, that men would do so 
in the last days, just as they now are 
doing all over the world; and the con
sequences are that men "v:ill not now en
dure sound docti·ine." Is it not so? Yes, 
verily. Such a gospel and doctrine as the 

. apostles preached without money or price, 
promising the signs which the Lord J e
sus said should follow even to the end of 
the world, the man-made churches will 
not endure as any longer worthy of their 
hearing, because they know by such a 
light they must stand condemned. 

What then is the only alternative or 
necessary conclusion? I answer, as one 
of the witnesses for Jes us, that I do ver
ily know that those signs of which the 
early ministry did testify are still the 
same in God's holy orde;". For I have 
witnessed them in many instances, as 
thousands of others do also affirm. And 
I certify that all who deny this doctrine 
do witness against Jesus as a false proph. 
et j denying his word. Let God be 
true though all the Gentile churches 
belie him. For God never will cease to 
be a God of miracles. "Ho! all ye de
spisers and wonder· and perish." "For 
behold I work a work in your day that 
ye shall in nowise believe, though a ma.n 
declare it unto you.'' So saith the 
prophecy which relates to the unbeliev
ers of this age. Sincerely, 

ELD. J, 8. COMSTOCK. 

'I'o Editor Herald. 

Bro. Joseph:-It is now some . wo 
years, or thereabout, since I wrote a :ew 
Hues for the benefit of your readers; 
and as now seems a good chance for a 
few lines I have much pleasure in em
bracing it. "Myself and otherself" have 
been connected with the Church of 
Christ just over six years, during which 
time we have been highly favored of the 
Lord. His mighty hand and stretched out 
arm have been over us for good, both 
in temporal and spiritual. things. The 
testimony of the gospel, the peace and 
love we now enjoy, and the glorious hope 
of a happy life to come are blessings for 
which we feel thankful to our heavenly 

Father. To-day finds us still onward in 
the warfare of truth, trying to serve God 
according to his commandments, and to 
be worthy the blessings which come from 
His hands. In His hands I am trying 
to do service towards the salvation of 
the human family. 

In Birmingham we are favored with 
good meetings; the Spirit's presence is 
felt by all, and it disseminates amongst 
us that best of all good gifts-true broth
erly love and kindness. vV e are some
times favored with the gift of singing in 
tongues. And last, but not least, we 
have our prayers for the sick answered 
in a most wonderful manner. I will 
mention one is particular. On Dec. 13, 
1875, a request came to the authorities 
of the Branch from a woman who was 
not a member of the church, that elders 
might be sent to administer unto her. 
She was suffering from erysipelas in the 
head, which rend.ered her delirious at 
times. Three elders went according to. 
her request. They found her in a bad 
state of the above disease. What was 
the strangest thing is here given in her 
own words. After expressing her thanks 
that her request had been granted, she 
said, "Gentlemen, when I am right and 
know what I am doing, I try to pray, 
to God, but at soon as I begin something 
comes up in my throat and almost chokes 
me; at the same time something tells me 
to curse God." "But,'' says she, "I 
shall not curse God. If you, gentlemen, 
would be kind enough to pray for me I 
t,hink I shall get better, and when I do 
I will be baptized." The brethren felt 
encouraged by the earnest, humble man
ner in which she spoke. They admin
ist;ered in due form, and while their 
hands were on her head the room was 
filled with the power of God, and when 
they had finished praying she said, 
"Thank God 1 I can now pray." Her 
looks were changed, her heart rejoiced, 
and all present praised God. She was 
not able to leave her bed for two weeks 
afterwards, but she was not troubled 
with the dreadful feeling again. The 
I.ord spared her life, and in fulfillment 
of her promise she came forth and was 
baptized on January 5th, 1876. She 
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now joins her voice with ours in thanks 
to God. 

Well, I desire to say a few words con
cerning the work of God in these· lands. 

·The year 1875 has been a good one so 
far as the spread of the truth is concern-

· ed. There have been about thirty-five 
added _by baptism; and the good feeling 
of amity amongst the brethren and sis
ters in the entire mission has o-rown 

·firmer. Being acquainted with m
0
ost of 

the brethren that compose this part of 
the.~ord's/i~ey~rd _i and occupying the 
p:Js1t10!1 oi district secretary, gives me 
s?me little chance of knowing the eondi
tron and requirements of this mission. 
~ can assure you, and feel happy in do
mg so, that I am proud of the associa
tion of such noble brethren and sisters 
tis. th?se _whom I am acquainted with at 
Birmrngham, London, Hanley, Stafford, 
Farnworth, Sheffield, and other places. 

We have g~od prospects for preaching 
the gospel this year; and the Spirit of 

"G?d bears ';itness that a great many 
will be addea to the church before 1876 
is past away. There has been eleven 
baptized this year already. The affairs 
of the English Mission are ably attend
ed to by Bro. Thomas Taylor; and thin as 
are looking better now than ever I r°e
member to have seen them since I join
ed t.he church, without casting any re

. f!ect10n on the good labors of the breth-
Ten who have been sent from America 
to administer the word. Bro. Thomas 
Taylor is, in my opinion, the best man to 
preside over the English Mission. There 
are many reasons that I could give for 
this opinion, but I will only trouble you 
with two. First, he has the respect and 
confidence of the whole Mission· an el
der from America could have n~ more. 

·Second, he is _truly economical-endeav-
ors to do the most good to the greatest 
number at the least possible cost. The 
very best c_ould do no more. I may sum 
up my other reasons in these words: He 
~s a good man-elder. That old fogyism 
idea that an elder from America carries 
a. certaii1 "prestige" with him that· is not 
to be. found in the elders at home is fast 

, dying out of the minds of the 'people 
here. There may be some w_ho remem-

ber how fast the gospel has been spread. 
in these lands in times past, by the BriO'
hamites, and think that they could do 
the same now, under the Reorganization. 
To such I beg most respectfully to call 
to mind the fact that since 1847 or 1852 
at least, the Brighamites have bee~ 
preaching a perverted gaspel. Accord
ing to their own account, the Brigham
ites have emigrated in all about 50,000 
men, women and children. Think of 
the enticing words, the false statements 
and the vain hopes and promises held 
out by those subtile messengers from 
Utah, to the people who gave them audi
ence. They lead the people to beiieve 
that fortunes were found by the o-ross . u h b m ta . But alas! how many have 
found to their sorrow that their fortunes 
in Utah are prefixed by those three 
mighty letters-"mis." Falsehood leads 
people astray; the truth does not. The 
enticements h~kl out to the people, by 
the preachers m the past, have no doubt 
caused many to join their church throu"'h 

• ~ . 0 
s1mster motives. The gospel as taught 
by the Reorganization seeks those only 
who will obey the truth for the love of' 
it. And let whoever will publish the 
pure principles of the gospel in these 
lands, they will find it hard work. Ex
ample is the best teacher, and I am hap
py to say that the saints here are alive 
to that fact . 

Some may think that Bro. Thomas 
Taylor has not time to travel from place 
to place on account of havin"' his other 
b 

. ,., 
usmess to attend to. This is nGt true. 

He certainly has other business to attend 
to during the six days wherein man 
may do "all manner of work." But 
fro~ mid-day on Saturday to Monday is 
at his heavenly Master's service. Dur
ing that time all traveling that is neces
sary to be done, may be. And for the 
past two years Bro. Taylor has not let 
one. opportunity to do &;ood slip by u_v
fulfilled. Besides, the circumstanced of 
the Saints and the funds of the"'1ission 
do not admit of often and lo~ visib;. 

Again, it must take. a. considerable 
amount of money to send _elders ,o'Ver to 
England, and so long as thmgs arh~ 
on well, -(as they are), per hap~ tha 
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ey that it would take to send some one 
here would be more useful in America
say the Utah Chapel Fund. 

In writing thus I do not wish to be 
understood as writing in the name'ofthe 
Birmingham District, but only my own 
views of the matter. I have spoken 
plainly on the matter because . it is a 
plain subject; but if in my plarnness I 
have spoken out of place, I crave your 
indulgence. 

Notwithstanding my opinion herein 
expressed, I trust to the wisdom of wise 
men in Conference assembled, and who 
probably have the cause of Zion more at 
heart than myself, to direct the affairs 
of the church in all the world. And 
should they deem it expedient to send 
some one to preside over, and labor in 
the English Mission, they will find a 
helping hand and willing heart in the 
person of yours in gospel bonds, 

c. H. CATON. 
Jl!RMINGHAM, England, Feb. 20, 1876. 

The Governor and Kadi of Jerusalem 
assured him of the readiness of the Turk
ish Government to render every possible 
assistance to encourage any industrial 
scheme for the promotion of the welfare 
of the people in the Holy Land. . The· 
French and American Consuls also as. 
sured him of their willingness to assist. 
Sir Moses states that a great struggle 
may arise in the future l:>etween the edu
cated or Progressist party-tho~e who 
do not come to the Holy City from re
ligious· motives, but from reasons con-· 
nected with special circumstances-and 
the strictly conservative party, whose 
sole object in going to Jerusalem was 
the preservation of their religion. Dur
ing his short stay at Jaffa, Sir Moses 
Montefiore noticed some indications to 
that effect. Sir Moses gives a long ac-· 
count of the different institutions estab• 
lished in Jerusalem for the benefit of the 
poor. There are a soup kitchen; a loan· 
society, whose object it is to make ad-

1 vances without interest; a hospice, which 
provides every poor person coming to 

.J"enl!salenu. Jerusalem with gratuitous board and 
Sir :;_\closes Montefiore, now in the 92d lodging until he may have procured for 

year of his age, a few months back paid himself a suitable residence; three build
a seventh visit to Jerusalem for the pur- ing societies, etc. Sir Moses says: "I 
pose of colleotin~ ~nformation rel~ting. to had some co_nversa~ion on the subje.ct or 
the actual cond1t10n of the Jewish rn- general drarnage m Jerusalem with a 
habitants of the Holy Land, as to their gentleman of authority. He told me 
capability and inclination to engage in that all the refuse of the city is now car
rnechanical and general agricultural pur- ried into the pool of Bethesda, which, 
suits. The report (the London 'I.'imes strange to say, I was informed, is close 
says) is now published, with a letter to to the hrouse intended for the barracks, 
Sir Moses from two of the leading Rabbis and the soldiers living there appear not 
of Jerusalem, in which they refute the to experience the least inconvenience on 
charges of disinclination to work of the account of its vicinity. Ifarrangements
Jews of Jerusalem while there wvs a could be made to clear that pool entirely, 
possibility of obtaining sufficient charity to admit pure water only, and to dig 
to enable them to live. It is known special pools for the purpose of conduct
that, in order to give a refutation to ing there the city drains, Jerusalem· 
these charges, Sir Moses Montefiore de- might become free from any threatening· 
termined to undertake a mission to the epidemic. All the doctors in Jerusalem 
Holy City and report on his observa- assured me that the Holy City might be 
.;"1ns. Sir Moses states that a whole reckoned, on account of the purity of the 
vi~li.,...e has been pointed out to him which atmosphere, one of the healthiest ?f · 
might·..., purchased at a moderate rate. places." Sir Moses speaks of the skill· 
All th.e pe't;ns who reported to Sir Moses of Jewish mechanics in Jerusalem, where 
on this .subJeu. stated that there would it has been said that there are n-0 Jewish' 
~ n.? difficulty ~liatever in securing as mechanics in the Holy City. Sir Moses 0 

fo~'<::~-·~~d a.s might lie required, either saw watchmakers, engravers, lithogra• 
~ t\vat10n or building purposes. phers, sculptors, goldsmiths, bookbinders--
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and carpenters, and, he says, "all did 
their work most satisfactorily." A watch
maker into whose hands he gave a valu
able repeater for repair, put it within a 
very short time, into excellent order. 

'The same man, in addition to his skill 
as a watchmaker, displayed also great 
talent as a Hebrew caligraphist. He 
presented Sir Moses ~Iontefiore wi.th a 
·grain of wheat on w~1ch were w~itten 
nineteen lines, formmg an acrostic on 
the name of the venerable philanthropist. 

· The traveler states that he has had every 
opportunity of convincing himself that 

·the Jews are eager and willing to engage 
in any kind of labor, agricultural or 

·otherwise, which will obtain for them 
.the necessaries of life and place them 
•above the need of the charity of their 
benevolent coreligionists. Sir Moses 
says that the great regard which he has 
always entertained toward his brethren 
in the Holy Land has now become, if 

·possible, doubly increased, and he ~m-
phatically asserts that they are deservrng 

. of assistance; they are willing and able 
to work, their mental powers are of a 
satisfactory nature, and all Israelites 
ought to render them support. The 
Jews of Jerusalem, and in every part of 
the Holy Land, he observes, "do work,'' 
and he furthermore says that they "are 
more industrious than many men, even 

· fo Europe, otherwise none of them would 
remain alive; but when the work does 
not sufficiently pay, when there is no 
market for the produce of the land, when 
famine and cholera and other misfortunes 
befall the inhabitants, we Israelites, unto 
whom God revealed himself on Mount 
·Sinai, more than any other nation, must 
step forw;ard to ren~er them h~lp, an~ 
·raise them from their state of distress. 
He su"gests the building of houses in 
and a~und Jerusalem, with European 
improvements, also colleges and public 

·baths. Each house should possess a plot 
"'Of ground large enough for the cultivation 
of olive trees, the vine and necessary 
vegetables, so as to give t~e occupiers of 
.the house a taste for agriculture. He 
states that many persons in the cities in 
and around Jerusalem have already an
nounced their willingness to follow agri
cultural pursuits. 

DISCOVERY AT JERUSALEM. 

A curious archreological discovery has 
just been ma~e at Jerusalem. T_he pro
prietor of a piece of ground outside the 
city, 150 yards north of the Damascus 
Gate and on the west of the north road, 
while digging a cistern on his property, 
came upon a rock twelve and a half feet 
below the surface. It appeared to him to 
sound .. hollow when struck. He broke it 
throuo-h and found beneath a series of 
sepul;h1;al rock-cut chambers. They 
present nothing re:narkable ~n their 
structure and consISt of two irregular 
quadrilat~ral vaults, one of them being 
fifteen feet long by ten feet broad and 
eight feet high, together with a third,· 
the plan of which is at present imperfect, 
and under the smaller of the two vaults, 
another, with three loculi occupying the 
whole of its area excavated to the depth 
of ten feet belo~ the first. But in the 
larger chamber was found a stone chest 
of very unusual dimensions, which con
tained, when discovered, human bones . 
It is cut from a single stone, measures 
seven feet seven inches in length, two 
feet eight inches in breadth, and is thrl)e 
feet two inches in height. It stands up
on four feet, and has a rim cut to receive 
the lid, portions of which-or wha_t we!e 
believed to be portions-were lymg m 
the chamber. The rock roofofthe vault 
has been cut away to admit the chest, 
which Dr. Chaplin thinks of much later 
date than the tombs. He suggests that 
it was constructed to hold a wooden or 
leaden coffin, since rifled and remove~. 
Near to this spot, and perhaps over it, 
stood the church dedicated to St. Steph
en. "ls it possible,'' asks Dr. Chaplin, 
"that we have here thelastrestingplace 
of Eudocia ?" An excellent plan, with 
sections, has been made of these tombs 
by Herr Schick.-Athenamm. 

When you doubt, abstain.-[Zoroaster. 
True dignity is never gained by place, 

and never lost when honors are withdrawn. 
The drama is the book of the people.
Men would not live long in society Wl"e 

they not the mutual dupes of each otb':lr
Hatred is selfpunishment.--[Hoserf a ro:· 
Mean spirits and disappoinf"'en ' 1 e 

small beer in a thunder storD" always turn 
sour.-[Randolph. 
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. JOSEPH SMITH, I E 
HENRY .A. STEBBINS, f DITORS. 

Plano, Ill., May 15, 184'6. 

THE readers of the HERALD will be advised 
by the reading of the minutes of the late 
April session of conference, that Br.Joseph 
S~th asked to be released from the duties 
of a membership in the Board of P.ublica. 
tion; and that the conference acknowl
edged the correctness of the reasons assign
ed for asking such release, and granted it. 
Another was nominated and chosen to fill 
the vacancy thus created, and a reorgani
zation of the Board took place. 

This action of conference has relieved 
the Editm from the busy cares of the office; 
and also from the responsibilities of the 
financial concerns of the Board. In order 
that no misunderstanding may arise in the 
minds of any of the Saints, we wish to 
assure them that we are pleased with such 
change in the business management of the 
publishing interests of the Church, and 
would request that the same cordial en
dorsements and support heretofore extend
ed to us in our effort to discharge the tem
poral duties placed upon us, may still be 
given to the Board; and we take great 
pleasure in stating that as men and co
workers in the cause, the brethren now 
composing the Board have our most hearty 
approval and sincerest confidence. 

All business accounts heretofore car
ried in our individual name, should be 
dosed out and the balances carried over, 
and new accounts opened, either with, the 
Board of Publication, or with the Reor
ganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints; as the Board may hereafter 
direct. 

BR. HENRY A. STEBBINS has been appoint
ed by the Board of Publication, to succeed 
Br. Milton B. Oliver, as associate editor. 

Br. Stebbins is making Plano his home, 
anc..11is duties to the Church are of such a 
nature ·:i, at he is required to be at the Office 
almost co~tantly; this, with his well 
knowri·devoti._,,, and his ability make the 

appointment a fitting one. We bespeak for
our co-worker the support and countenance 
hitherto extended to his predecessor . 

FROM and after June 1st, 1876, the business 
affairs of the Herald Office will be con
ducted under the personal dirtdion of 
Brn. Israel L. Rogers, as President of the 
Board of Publication, and Henry A. Steb
bins, Business Manager. 

.All persons having business relations 
with the publishing department will please· 
bear this in mind. 

Letters on business connected with the 
office, should be directed to H. A. Stebbins, 
Box 50, Plano, Kendall county Illinois. 
All remittances for HERALD or HOPE,. 
should be made to him; all drafts, checks 

. and money orders should be made payable 
to him; and all moneys or goods for the 
uses of the office forwarded by express, 
should be sent to him in his name. 

Communications, correspondence for the 
HERALD, items of news, and letters con
nected with the literary conduct of the· 
HERALD, may be directed to Joseph Smith, 
box 50, as heretofore. 

Letters on Church doctrine, disqipline, 
or general affairs, may be directed to IL 
A. Stebbins, Secretary, or to Joseph Smith, 
as usual. Letters intended for the presi
dent of the Church, or to Joseph Smitl\, 
the editor, as an individual, should be di
rected as heretofore, Joseph Smith, box 50, 
Plano, Kendall county, Illinois, and mark
ed "Private" or "Personal." 

A CORRESPONDENT states that a Mr. 0. s. 
Betts,should have reported that Elder M. Ho 
Forscutt stated in a public discourse, that 
Mrs Emma Bidamon, widow of'the Martyr 
Joseph Smith, "never joined the Latter Day 
Saints and was not a member this day." 

l\frs Bidamou was received into the Re
organized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, at Amboy, Illinois, April, 1860, 
on her former haptism into the Church, 
which occurred during the lifetime of her 
former husband, Joseph Smith the martyr. 
She has ever since remained a member of 
the Church, ancl:is one to "this day." 

We did not believe that Elder Forscutt 
ever made such a statement as :the one re-
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ported by Mr. 0. S. Betts; and upon the oc
casion of the late April session of confer
ence, which Br. Forscutt attended, we ask
ed him the question whether he did or did 
not. His reply was, "I did not." He 
further· stated, that upon one occasion 
while preaching; (in Iowa, we think), in 
reply to the question whether "Mrs. Smith 
was yet living," he stated that "she was 
living at Nauvoo, Illinois, with Mr. Bida
mon, her . husband, whom she married 
some time after the martyr's death, and 
who did not now belong to the Church 
and never had belonged/• Out of this, it 
is evident, the story came. 

MRS. VICTORIA WOODHULL, a well known 
defender of Spiritualism, states in regard 
to materialization, as follows: 

"We are sorry to say it, but our regard 
for the truth compels us to do so, that if 
we have any spirit sight at all, all the 
manifestations called materializations that 
we have witnessed are not what they pur
ported to be.'' 

In a late issue of the New York Weekly 
Sun, the Eddy brothers were shown up to 
be impostors; and the-Chicago WeelclyJoiir
ncil contains the statement, that the effort 
which Russia has lately made to investigate 
Spiritualism with a view to its adoption as 
the state religion, by means of a ;royal 
commission of scientific men, has resulted 
to the discredit of that "ism." Mr. Aksak
of, one of the commission, ancl a firm be
liever in the subject investigated, himself 
paid the expenses of two American "medi

to confound the science of the skeptics and 
to confirm the faith of the believers. With· 
all his fellows, he utterly failed to accom
plish these results. None of the remarka
ble feats which have made him famous
heretofore could be got out of him, and af

ter a series of tedious and unsatisfactory 
sessions, the commission about a month 
ago suddenly adjourned sine die,· and Mr. 
Home left Russia for Southern France. 

INTOLERANCE in religion has been the 
bane of all ages. There is no possible ex
cuse tha~ can justify intolerance. Intoler
ance is the child of Superstition, begotten 
by Ignorance; born in cowardice; brought 
up in fear, and nurtured by twin foster 
mothers, Bigotry and Self Love; and has. 
for sisters, Malice, Envy and Hate; and for 
brothers, Proscription, Despotism and Re .. 
venge, a cruel brood, born of the same pa
rentage. 

No Saint can be intolerant, and retain a 
truthful title to the name he bears; but is. 
in imminent danger of being self-adopted 
into family relationship of the company 
above named. Those who like the ,1•ela
tionship may choose their association. 

ELDER M. T. SHORT, laboring in Indiana, 
wrote us from Wirt, in that State, April 
4th, 187&: 

"Br. Columbus Scott and myself start 
for Ohio county to-day; Br. Oscar Fisher 
conveys us in his wagon. We will return. 
through Switzerland and Ripley counties, 
back to this pl ace, for the June conference. 
Remember us in your prayers." 

ums," the Petty brothers, whose manifes- BR. D. T. GRAY, writes us from Sedgwick,. 
tations were "completely exposed and ex- :Maine, that the work is prospering there. 
plained away as well wrought tricks." Rm. Foss and Banta will find an excellent 
J'tfr. Aksakof, however, not satisfied, ob- reception along the coast. 
tained permission to send for Mr. Home, Br. D. F. Lambert, of Montrose, Iowa,. 
of England, who he felt assured would be has taken the agency for selling the Fors
successful. The following seems to be the I· cutt and Shinn Discussion in the counties 
result: of Hancock and Henderson in Illinois, and 

"It turns out that theTeport of the death, Lee, Van Buren and Des Moines in Iowa. 
in a Russian railway train, of the famous He intends canvassing those counties and 
medium, Mr. Home, was in so far well · · 
founded that Mr. Home was sent back from delivering as he sells, but any w1shmg to, 
St. Petersburg "dead beat" on a profound order by mail or express may address him 
investigation into his alleged spiritual pow- at Montrose, 'Iowa. Orders from all terri
ers. This investigation began some time tory outside of these five counties should! 
ago at St. Petersburg before ;i joirit com- be sent to us. They will not be ready un
mission.made up of skeptics and of believ-
ers. Mr Home was brought to the Russian til June, or perhaps July. Price fifty cents. 
capital, with other phenomenal"mediums,'' per copy whoever ordi;ired from. 
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Br. J. C. Foss wrote on the 25th of April, 
from Syracuse, Ohio, that Br. J. Ells and 
himself arrived there from Conference 
,Safely. Br. Ells was permitted to preach 
in the cabin of the steamer on the way up 
the river from Cincinnati. Br. Foss states 
that Br. Ells spoke with good liberty. 
"They met a fellow preacher on board with 
whom they had some conversation. Br. 
Foss expects to start for Maine the last of 
the present month. 

The Globe of Council Bluffs, Iowa, says: 
"The Church of Latter Day Saints in Coun
.cil Bluffs numbers one hundred and nine
teen members. Five members were recent
ly received into the Church by letter." 

Seven converts to the faith of the Church 
-Of Latter Day Saints, were baptized by im
mersion in the river, at this city on last 
Monday, the Rev. Mr. Forscutt performing 
the ceremony.-Nauvoo Independent. 

Send us the name of your friend over in 
Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, or some one of 
the other states or territories, and a dollar 
,or two, and we will send the money's worth 
to that friend; by doing this, you may per
haps spoil a poor sectarian and make a 

,good Saint of him or her. 

Epistle of the Twelve. 
'l'o all the Saints:-In the discharge of 

our duties, and in obedience to the prompt: 
ings of judgment and conscience, as well 
as that of the Holy Spirit, we address unto 
you this, greeting: 

Peace be with you and remain forever, 
is our prayer in this behalf. And that it may 
remain, and that you may abound in every 
good work, it is needful that your "pure 
minds be stirred up" in respect to some 
things-duties undischarged, hopes defer. 
red, which maketh the heart sick, and the 
whole body to languish. 

The increase in our numbers in all the 
fields of missionary labor has been steady, 
·but slow; too slow, for want of laborers; 
,for the field is ready for the harvest, but 
the laborers are few. 

To remedy this the following instruc
tions were given. 

"In order to place the Church in a posi
iion to carry on the propagation of the 
gospel,, and as a means of fulfilling the 
law, the Twelve will take measures, in 
connection with the Bishop, to execute the 
"law of tithing, and let them, BEFORE GOD, 
see to it that the temporal means so ob
tained is truly used for the purposes of the 

Church, and not as a weapon of power in 
the hands of one man for the oppression of 
others, or for the purpose of self aggran
dizement by any one, be he whomsoever 
he may be. As I live, saith the Lord in 
the manner ye execute this matter, so shall 
ye be judged in the day of judgment."
Herald, vol. 10, No. 11. 

Fifteen years have elapsed since this 
charge was given; and the first object con
templated, viz: "to carry on the propaga
tion of the gospel," has not been attained 
to any degree of satisfaction to us or to the 
Church at large, or to the localities whence 
the cry is heard, "Come over and help." 
And this implies: 1. That the proper 
"measures" have not been taken to execute 
that law; or, 2. That there is a lack in un
derstanding those measures and the law it
self, or both; 3. Or there is an unwilling
ness to comply on the part of the Church. 

We think the defect is in the two former 
and not in th'e latter. ' 

Now the first step in the execution of a 
law is to define it, and the second to then 
carry it out. In our communication to the 
Saints, dated November, 1861, a compli
ance with that law is defined to be "a sys
tematic free-will offering." 

This definition is based upon the fact, 
that all means set apart to the proper uses 
of the Church, is recognized as a tithing. 
And in that same communication, the 
presidents of branches are charged with 
the duty of teaching this principle, and 
receiving means under it; and in the com
munication of the quorum of "the Twelve 
and the Bishop,'' is the following: "It is 
the duty of presidents of branches to pre
sent this duty, with others, in its time and 
place, equal with any other requirement of 
the gospel." And in the absence of a resi
dent Bishop, or special agent, it is thei1' 
duty to act as agents of the Bishop in this 
matter. The question has been asked, How 
shall the needy in the several branches be 
relieved? We would say, let such be re
lieved first, when needed, out of the tithing, 
and send the residue to the Bishop, or to 
the treasury of the whole Church. Tithing 
and (or) offerings, it is evidently contem
plated, shaU supply every want of the poor 
and needy; and therefore it is improper for 
any to solici't means of the members of 
branches, individuaUy, in the name of the 
Church, or as an Elder." See Herald, No. 
10, vol. 11. 

These were the measures adopted to car
ry out, or execute the law as thus defined; 
which places the responsibilities and du
ties relating to this matter upon many, act
ing in unison, and not therefore, liable to 
become "a weapon of power in the hands 
of one man." If but a small part of the 
contributions made for the work is credit
ed upon the book of the treasurer of the 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 307 

Church, it is owing to the neglect of the 
contributors, and branch officers or agents 
to report in proper form for such credits; 
and for lack of credits, the contributions 
have been withheld, to the serious detri
ment of the work. Missions are not ap
pointed, because it is understood that there 
is no means to prosecute them; others are 
appointed and then postponed, or but 
feebly sustained for the same reason. The 
bad effects of this are wide spread, and the 
responsibility for such a state of things is 
equally wide spread. 

Let every branch, district and mission 
manage its own finances; but withal, re
member that "the propagation of the gos
uel" is the first object in the law of offer
ings ; and the general mission fund should 
be in the general treasury, kept by the 
Bishop. We earnestly appeal to the judg
ments and consciences of the Saints, to 
strengthen our hands, bv means necessary 
to prosecute the missionary fields in force, 
and to prosecute them effectually. It 
should be remembered that at the first con
ference held in June, 1852, and at the April 
conference of 1863, it was declared that 
"In the opinion of this conference there is 
no stake to which the Saints on this con
tinent are commanded to gather, at the pres
ent time;" therefore this is the rnle that 
should govern us in our teaching upon that 
subject, inasmuch as no later commandment 
has been given or recognized by the Church. 
Evidently the quorums will assemble before 
"the pure in heart shall gather," and the 
latter take place as counselled by the form
er. 

In view of the baneful influence of the 
great apostasy from the faith, and the con
centration of that power in Utah, whence 
the wicked perversions of the gospel are 
propagated, and morals corrupted; and 
that the General Conferences have author
ized the building a house of worship in 
Salt Lake City, for the maintenance of the 
true faith of the Latter Day Saints; we 
trust the Saints will help the same liberal
ly, and speedily "as God shall bless you 
with the things of this world." 

To the Elders in their several missions, 
we suggest; that they seek to better syste
matize their labors; and to do this, we ad
vise that each labor in their own fields, in 
union with the district authorities, and 
with their advice; and seek to open new 
fields, and not to follow continually in the 
tracks of others. 

The contracting debts, borrowing money 
and failing to repay, or doing so without 
reasonable grounds for promising to repay, 
creates suspicion, does violence to a rule of 
conference touching the indebtedness of 
Elders taking missions, and gives just 
grounds of grievance to creditors. Such 
must not be tolerated. 

In the discharge of the-various duties 
enjoined upon us let us seek to do so, with
out ostentation or arrogance; but in hu .. 
mility, as becometh the servants of him 
who, though invested with "all power in 
heaven and in earth," condescended to the 
lowly; that our ministrations may be rati
fied in the heavens and the gospel vindica
ted upon earth, as the power of God unto· 
salvation. 

And may the peace of God be with you 
and all Saints through our Lord Jes us 
Christ. Your brethren and fellow laborers,. 

JASON W. BRIGGS, JAMES 0AFFALL, 
JOSIAH ELLS, JORN H. LAKE, 
EDMUND 0. BRIGGS, ALEX. H. SMITH, 
WM. H. KELLEY, ZENAS H. GURLEY,. 
THOS. w. SMITH, Jos. R. LAMBERT. 

PLANO, Ill., Ap'ril 15th, 1876 •. 

WEISSPORT, El Paso Co., Colorado, 
April 26, 1876. 

Br. Joseph:-! left home last Tuesday, 
April 25, preached in Denver Wednesday 
evening. • The saints there are all well and 
trying to do well. Nine members of the 
Denver Branch have moved away, and OllG' 
or two more are going next week. 

I came to Castle Rock, yesterday; was 
made sad to learn that some who were al
most persuaded to unite with us had been· 
led captive and joined Babylon. To-day I 
came here; found Sr. Watson and family, 
(Br. Watson is up in the woods; he will be 
home this evening), all well and strong in 
the love of the truth. I will preach here 
to-night. From here I expect to go to· 
Peubla, then to Hufano, where I learn 
there are some old time saints from Utah;· 
then to Ft. Garland, where I expect to stay 
a few weeks. 

I received a letter from Br. Stewart; he 
desires me to come as soon as possible. I 
also have good news from Del Norte and 
Fairplay. The saints desire that I should 
abandon the idea of going back east. They 
express their love to God, and me as his 
servant, by their works. Brn. Ellis and 
Standring have each given me a pony, and: 
I am fitted up with a good spring wagon, 
so that I can carry my photographic in
struments with me, and work my way 
through. Y (i)Urs as ever, 

F. c. WARNKY. 

LAWRENCE, Michigan, 
May 3rd, 1876. 

Brother Joseph:-The bright little Herald 
is a welcome visitor. I am glad that we 
have such a paper for the instruction of 
the Church. The work of the Lord moves· 
slowly in this region of country, but we are 
hoping for the better and not for the worse .. 
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Brother H. C. Smith and myself opened a 
'llew place in Hartford township almost one 
year ago; I have kept up meetings ever 
since, but I am glad that some have be.en 
led to see the kingdom of Goel and enter m
to it. I have baptized eight into the fold, 
cand more are about ready to join with us. 
Please remember one so weak. Yours tru-
ly,, M. McHARNEss. 

STA1JNTON, Augusta Co., Va,, 
March 26th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph Sinitli:-During the time of 
writing the following letter to Bro. Joseph 
J!'lory, of Craig, Holt Co., MisSO\lr~, I felt 
·somewhat moved upon by the Spurt of the 
Lord to retain a copy and send to you for 
roublication in the Hemlcl. Please use it .as you may thJnk it deserves, a.ncl. may I 
·ever prove a faithful servant of Chnst. 

0. E. CLEVELAND. 

faith in B. Y., as you have it; but that I 
believed that I. C. held sacred his connec
tion with the Brighamite organization. 
And even now, if he has ever witl1drawn 
from the Brighamite organization, I am 
not aware of it. As to my "very much 
mistaking I. C's position," I feel quite sure 
that I am not at all inclined to judge with 
unrighteous judgment. 0 ! no, be it far 
from me. Yet I know of no other way to 
judge a tree than by its fruit. .As to your 
thinking you understand him pretty well, 
and supposing that he (I. 0.) will or in
tends to do as you did, make a move when
ever he is fully prepared to do so, I will 
say that such may be the case, yet as pro
crastination is said to be the thief of time, 
and as this is about the eleventh hour, and 
the Lord is pruning his vineyard for the 
last time, perhaps some of those who wait 
to be more fully prepared, may find them
selves standing without; knocking after 

MERRY 0Arr, Va., March 26, 1876. the master of the house has risen up ancl 
Bro. Joseph Jl'lory:-I suppose by this shut to the door. , 

time you begin to think me a little tardy in Perhaps there are some who despise the 
answering yours of 23rd January, 1876. day of small things; and undoubtedly 
Well, though I may be somewhat behind there are those, who, when urged to their 
time yet I have not either "misplaced or duty by the faithful servants of God, who 
lost',' yours as you wrote you did mine; "knowing the terror of the Lord, persuade 
therefore, I will endeavor not to misrepre- men,'' that are ready to make any excus~, 
sent what you write, either intentionally and even censure those who would be their 
·or unintentionally. benefactors, with wishing to force them 

Yon write: "I suppose you are posted on into measures whether they will or not. 
the movements and results of Bro. T. vV. I must confess that I have had some ex
:Smith's labors in this part of the country." perienee personally, in some things which 
Well, I am, so far as the Jierald gives them. I have written, for notwithsianding my 
An cl I am glad to learn f~om your letter, anxiety last fall a year, for Bro. T. W. Smith 
that since he ha~ left, t!1mgs have b~en and wife to visit my house; and notwith
working very sat1sfactonly to all parties. standing my knowledge and sense of duty, 
And I pray that the Father of all good may I I was slow to obey the gospel. But, being 
continue such to be the case, u~til Zion urged to my duty by Bro. Smith, I clicl it, 
,shall be fully redeemed and established, no and have abundant reason to rejoice. 
to be thrown clown, or he~ children scatter- I have extended my letter beyond what I 
·ed. My constant prayer is, to be gathered exDectecl when I commenced it. But hav
to,or into the "regioi;is round about.the la;id ing felt moved upon to do so, I have) no 
·of Zion;" and I believe the Lord is begm- other apol:ogy. As ever yours in defence 
riing to open up the way for me to do so. of truth. O. E. CLEVELAND. 
But I cannot yet say with any certainty how 
soon I can come; my will is good even now, GREEN'S LANDING, Maine, 
but I must wait patiently and abide the April 24, 1876. 
Lord's time. Pray for me, that that time B1"other Joseph:-I have just enjoyed one 
may speedily come. I should be truly glad of the best conferences that.it has ever been 
to sec you all out there. my lot to attend. I had the pleasure of 

You also write as follows, viz: "I think baotizing two during conference, and the 
you very much mistake I. 0.'s position work is onward; but labor is needed. 
'when you say. that hestill holds his fa~th or Souls are famishing for the bread of life 
·Connection with B. Y. sacred. I thmk I and but few to feed them. I am glad that 
•tmclerstancl him pretty well, and I do not Br. J. C. Foss is coming to our assistance. 
·believe that he has any mc,>re fa~th in B. Y. He is just the man to travel the rough 
than you or I have. But.I suppose he will, coast of Maine, and break to hungry souls 
·Or inten ds to clo asI c11d,-make a move the bread of life. I doubt not the Lord 
whenever he is fully prepared to do so." will be with him as he is with all his 

Now, in the foregoing there are some faithful servants; and he will have the 
misrepresentations, (of ~ours~ unintenti.on.

1 

privilege of adopting souls in.to .the king
:al), only made by "m1splacmg or losmg dom of Goel in this Eastern M1ss10n. 
my letter.'' Now if you ever fil!-d my letter, yours in the one faith, 
,you will see that I wrote nothmg of I. C's THOMAS AMES, 
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BOTHWELL, Ont., 
April 3, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-I went to London, Ontario, 
in company with Bro. R. Davis. While there 
we dedicated the Saints' meeting house, 
Nov. 21, 1875. We continued to preach the 
word for a week or so; I baptized one. I 
then went in company with Bro. Davis to 
Lapeer Co., Michigan. We remained to
gether eight weeks, preaching in different 
vicinities in the county. I baptized ten 
while there. Bro. Davis writes me that he 
has baptized six others. I have just re
turned home from a short tour in London, 
have been in company with Bro. Joseph 
Snively. We had good liberty to preach 
the word. · I baptized one while there. I 
still wish to do what I can for the Master. 

The state of the District is not as good as 
I should like to see it. Some of the branch
es are firm in the work and enjoying the 
Spirit of God; others are almost in a disor
ganized state. There has been but few ad
ditions to any of the old branches, but the , 
work in the London Branch is growing 
very fast. It is only seventeen months 
since we preached the first sermon in Lon
don; now, with the help of Bro. J. J. Cor
mish, we have a meeting house 30x40, neat
ly finished, and a branch of seventy.four 
members, with a good prospect of more 
coming in soon. Yours in love of the 
cause of God, ARTHUR LEVER TO~, 

Presz"dent rif the Kent 
anrl Elgin 1Jist1·ict. 

COUNCIJ, BLUFFS, Iowa, 
April 11th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph Sinith:-I arrived here from 
Denmark on the 9th inst. I promised Bro. 
M. Fyranclo to give a report to the General 
Conference about the Scandinavian Mis- , 
sion; but, as I was too late, I herewith in
form you: 

When I left Copenhagen, March 17th, 
the prospect was very good. Bro. Fyrando 
stated that there was twenty-five good souls 
who attended i;neeting steadily; some of 
them have been Brighamites, and they 
wished Bro. Fyranclo to stay at Copenha
gen, which he was willing to do if you 
would send him a good brother; as Bro. 
Hanson intended to come home this sum
mer. Since the tracts were prJnted the op
ponnets have coo Jed down; and there is de
sire by some of the old Latter Day Saints, 
in Denmark, to learn the real truth. I did 
what I could, and Bro. Hanson was over 
on Moen and held some meetings. 

In regard to myself, I am still the same, 
and stronger in the faith than ever I was. 
You promised to write to me and give me 
your good counsel, but up to this present 
time have not received a word. I desire to 
be baptized. I will do all in my power to 
fulfill the requirement. My brother and 

four or :five more are ready for baptism. 
They are good people and will be a bless
ing for the Danish Mission; but they want 
to come here to Zion's land. I had three 
of their children with me. I had a pleasant 
journey, and got :q;iy affairs in good order. 
I think much good will spring out of it. I 
bore my testimony in many places where 
the brethren could not get admission; and 
opened the way before them. I hope and 
pray that God will raise up some good men 
for the Danish Mission, for there is much 
to be clone. I send my love, peace· and 
blessing to you, and alt the Saints; and re-
main as ever, FRANK PETERSON. 

SWEET Roi.IE, Oregon, 
March 30, 1876. 

Brothe1· Joseph:-The work of the J_.ord 
seems to be onward here; and the Saints 
are trying to perform their duty, and to ex
ercise their most noble powers in ·behalf of 
Zion's cause. We have built us a church 
house, and now hold meetings every Sun
day. Several have been added to our num
ber recently, and others are investigating, 
and prejudice is fast giving away; Goel 
grant the honest in heart may have ancl 
obey the truth. Bro. Joseph Clapp paid us 
a short visit from Southern Oregon a short 
time ago. His health was rather poor, but 
was improving slowly. Ile contemplatecl 
on starting to California the 20th of this 
month, may the Lord bless and prosper him 
on his journey, for I think he is a good 
man and much belikecl by all the Saints 
here. 

Ever praying for the prosperity of the 
work of God, I subscribe myself yours in 
hope of eternal life, JOHN F. JlifoRRI~. 

NEBRASKA CrTY, Neb., 
April 18th, 187G. 

Bro. J oseph:-Last Sabbath I was permit
ecl to preach at Rock Bluff, Cass county. 
The attendance was large, and the deepest 
interest manifested; a large supply of tracts 
were received by the people. I spoke twice, 
and baptized five. The people seem ripe 
for the gospel; and are not only willing to 
hear, but continually invite that the gospel 
be presented by the elders. I believe that 
the Lord is accomplishing much through 
the Spirit in preparing the way for the 
preaching of the word. My prayer is for 
the spread of truth and the ingathering of 
the l:ronest in heart. R. M. ELVIN. 

HYDE PARK, Cache Co. 1.Itah, 
March 30, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph Smith:-It is now about 23 
years since I emigrated to Utah; or the 
secret chambers, so called, the place where 
the Latter Day Saints were to be hid up un
til the indignation of the Lord or the de
struction of the Gentiles was to be over 
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past. But instead of the gates being shut, 
they have been opened wide; and the Gen
tiles are fast :filling up these secret cham
bers. It is said that experience is a dear 
schoolmaster, but a good one. If disap
pointments, trials and tribulations lead to 
perfection, I sometimes think I ought to be 
growing toward perfection. The prophet 
Daniel said: "Many would run to and fro 
and gain knowledge, but the wise should 
understand." I sometimes think of a say
ing of your father's that the "Heavens may 
gather blackness; the elements may com
bine against us, and death and hell may 
open its mouth wide after us; but know, 
my son, that all this shall give thee an ex
perience. Hold on thy way, and thyvoice 
shall be more terrible to the wicked than 
the fierce lion." 

I expect to move my family to Malad 
City, Idaho Territory, the coming summer, 
as that is a city of refuge, or a Zoar where 
·a Lot can flee for safety, if not from :fire, 
from priestcraft, which is equally cruel. 
The branches in the Malad Sub-District 
are improving; the Providence Branch,are 
mostly Germans; they are a zealous, good 
people. They have organized a branch at 
Soda Springs, Elder James Bowman as 
President. Letters from there show that 
they are feeling well. The Malad Branch 
is improving; five have been baptized 
there lately, and more are believing. There 
is a growing disposition with the elders in 
the district to spend some time in the min
istry this coming summer. Our quarterly 
conference will be held at Providence, 
Cache Valley, the last Saturday and Sun
day in April. 

I wish to be remembered to the brethren 
that have invaded Utah and helped to 
break the bulwarks of superstition; may 
their courage never grow less. 

Yours in the gospel of peace. 
AN'l'HONY METCALF. 

MAR~Ll.TON, Bourbon Co., Kansas, 
April 27, 1876. 

Bro. H. A. Stebbins :-Any of the saints 
in Scotland, Wales, England or any other 
European nations, wishing informationre
specting gathering and settling in this 
southern border of Zion-here-by writing 
to us, enclosing postage stamps to prepay 
return postage, will receive such informa
tion as they wish, by letter or through the 
Herald. 
, The gathering at least is consistent with 
human nature, our better nature, because 
inharmonious surroundings will unbalance 
the best of minds. So does the importance 
of being surrounded by congenial souls 
loom up ·before the altar of reason, self
eviclent and much to be desired. Harmony 
and congeniality, so desirable, are worth 
all they cost; at least our best enjoyment 

is in the mental intercourse with those 
with whom we come in rapport. The in
terchange of ideas, feelings, joys, emotions, 
griefs and religious hopes, form humanity's 
connecting links. Yours, &c., 

W:r.r. G. ELDER, M. D. 

RUDD, Floyd Co., Iowa, April 5, 187(L 
Bro. Joseph :-I have been anxious for a 

long time for an elder to come into these 
parts; but as yet no one has come. My 
earnest desire is, that one might, if possible, 
be sent from this Confernce. There seems. 
to be a great desire for something better 
than these sectarians can offer to them. I 
think if some good, faithful man could be 
sent here, it would be the means of much 
good in this vicinity. There has never 
been any preaching around here. I wrote 
to Bro. T. W. Smith a few days ago; he 
wrote me he would do what he could to 
have some one sent here. Bro. Patten joins 
me in this request. If possible, please send 
some one and oblige your sister in the 
gospel, MRS URANIA E. CONNER. 

HARLAN, Shelby Co., Iowa, 
April 6, 1876. 

Bro. Josepli:-It is sometime since I last; 
wrote you, thinking some one more able 
and talented than myself would write 
you concerning our prosperity here, and 
the efforts made for advancement of truth 
as we understand it. Brn. Forscutt, Lake 
and Derry have clone some excellent 
preaching here; reasoned down much 
predjudicc; contended for the truth val
iantly, causing some to believe that we have 
some truth and some rights which ought to 
be respected. And others have been addecl 
to the Church and numbered with God's 
people. 'fhese brethren also exhorted the 
saints to live the life of saints; to be virtu. 
ous, ·and practice all those virtues growing 
out of that commandment, "Do unto others 
as you would have them do unto you." 
That excellent principle which distinguish
es the true christian from the fraud and 
hypocrite was also urged upon the attention 
of the saints, viz., the principle that if we 
have said or done aught against our fellow 
man, the necessity of leaving our gift at 
the altar and going and making it right; 
then, and not till then, should our gift be 
accepted. Repair the injury. "Bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance." Then are we 
in a proper condition to worship God and 
officiate in his cause. 

Unfortunately for the few here who de. 
sire to live the above and have yet tried to 
let their "light shine," not by loud speech· 
or noisy declamation, but by their daily 
walk and conduct, circumstances have oc
cured, facts have .been demonstrated con
cerning one, who was once thought to be a 
fit representative of the gospel of Christ, 
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that have worked great hardship to the 
saints here. It is said in consequence that 
we, like the Utah people, tolerate, uphold 
and sustain those who practice deceit and 
defraud their fellow men, and wherein do 
we differ from them. It seems in vain to 
deny, while we have those among us who 
practice the above. The iniquity of such 
characters is blazoned abroad, while our 
virtues are lost sight of. Our branch seems 
somewhat depressed, and many appear to be 
cast down. The above looks like a stum
bling-block and hinders our prosperity. 

Trusting that all things will work to
gether for our good, and that we shall oome 
Dut of the "furnace of our affiiction" more 
pure and more determined to tive the life of 
saints indeed, ever desring and praying 
for the prosperity.of the church, I remain 
your brother in gospel bonds, 

Tnos. HARFORD. 

WEST WHEELING, Ohio, 
April 20, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-The saints here in general 
are striving to do their duty. Bro. Craig 
initiated one into the kingdom recently, in 
this place. Bro. Brown is with us now, 
preached a few times; he is on his way to 
West Virginia, where he intends laboring 
until the June conference, which will be 
held on the 10th, in this place. 

We are expecting Bro. J, Ells and wife 
in this region soon. He stated in a note to 
me that he intended to visit this part after 
his return from Plano, if not otherwise di
rected. Your brother in hope of Zion. 

L. R. DEVORE. 

SAN BENITO, Cal., 
March 19, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-Hearing some of the breth
ren expressing their views concerning the 
article, "Past and the Present," I give mine. 
My view is that it is well worth an inser
tion in the columns of our much beloved 
Herald. My reasons ·are these: to me it 
proves the validity of the Bible. 

"How does it do that,'' says one, "for it 
is designed to show the errors which are 
found in the Bible;" and to this we add, 
the causes of them. This none can deny 
who has ever carefully perused it; however 
unwilling they be to acknowledge it, even 

- to themselves. "But," says another, "many 
are not aware of the many contradictions 
that exist in it; and by exposing them, it 
has a ten(\ency to weaken their faith in it. 
When it is in that, it is in Goel. The Bible 
is our chart, our compass, and our all." 

To such I reply, that their faith cannot 
be very strong, if they have not read the 
Bible enough to know that such contradic
tions are in it; because we are told, that 
faith comes by reading the word. The Bi
ble being our guide, so much the more need 

of its being plain and comprehensive. God 
has given us reasoning faculties, by which 
he expects us to read and understand his 
law, And when we read his word and find 
in it contradictions, conflicting passages,
what then, shall we say they came there by 
the will of God? No. If we find things 
in the Bible that do not harmonize with 
the general teaching of it, would it be right 
to charge God with it? I think we ought 
to look elsewhere, and to another source. 
And can we find more reasonable ones than 
those explained to us by Br. J. W. B. God 
being pure, his law mnst be the same. We 
must have perfect faith in the Bible, for 
upon it we stand to receive higher blessing. 
If we believe all we find charged to God in 
the old Testament, I cannot see how we 
can worship him as a God of truth and pu
rity. 

Some will reason thus, "Ah, but that was 
'under another dispensation, and all things 
have changed." So they have; but Goel 
has not. The God of that dispensation is 
the Goel of this, and he' changes not; nei
ther is there in him the shadow of chang
ing; and what was justice then is justice 
now. 

I conclude by saying that my faith is 
stronger since reading the article. 

HIRA?>I L. Hour. 

LONDON, Ontario, 
April 24th, 1876. 

Brothers and Sisters:-I do not see much 
news from this part of the vineyard, I 
thought, therefore, that I would write that 
there might be something of cheer to the 
Saints in other parts of the world. 

In Herald editorial you may see a little 
of my l;;ibors. During this time I was 
working, running an engine, and had a 
good deal of over time to make, and those 
baptized were immersed late in the night, 
after my day's work was done. By so 
working I began to fail, so I concluded 
I would leave the work and take a 
rest for a season. Since I have quit my 
labor I have been laboring continually for 
the Jlfaster. I went to Exeter, a distance 
of thirty miles and got an opening there 
and did a good deal of fireside preaching, 
and also spt'>ke in public. Then, (as they 
generally do in Canada), they began to mob 
me; they smashed the windows and broke 
up all our seats. We got the majority out 
after some time; then with a stone in a 
snowball, they knocked down the gentle. 
man of the house and got up top of the 
house with a wide board to put on the 
chimney, and thought probably to Sllloke 
us out. But God would not allow that. 
After that, they were taken up and fined 
three dollars each, and were told to leave 
us alone. The next night I preached again, 
and the next day I broke the ice by bap-
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tizing one into the kingdom and left four 
more near the door. I then went back to 
the city, in order to preach in our church 
on Sunday. The next week I went to Lam
beth, and opened up a new place there, and 
one is ready for the water. I am going to 
start for that place again this afternoon, 
and baptize him and preach a little more 
there and perhaps more will unite. Last 
Thursday I baptized one and yesterday five 
more, this makes six added since I last 
wrote you; and more in this city are near
ly ready. 

The majority of the Saints here I believe 
are living their religion. And since I have 
been trying to work for the Lord in this 
way the good Saints have helped me by pay
ing my rent; and declare they will whilst I 
endeavor to work in· this way. ]fay God 
bless them, is my prayer; for truly the 
harvest is great, but the laborers are few in 
Ontario. J. J. CORNISH. 

Nauvoo and String Prairie District. 
Conference held at Farmington, Iowa, on 

the 4th and 5th of March, 1876. Br. John 
H. Lake presiding; Brn. Samuel Ferris and 
James McKie:rnan, clerks. 

Branch Reports.-Burlington : ( Ameri
can): 48 members, 7 baptized. 

Burlington: (German): 19 members. 
Vincennes: 27 members, 1 received by 

letter, 1 died. 
Farmington: 42 members, 2 removed 

without letter, 1 died. 
Keokuk: 31 members. 
Elvaston: 17 members. 
Pilot Grove: 51 members, 7 baptized, l 

received by letter, 1 died. 
:Rock Creek: 27 members. 
Bishop's Agent's Report.-011 hand last 

report.14. 52, received since $10-total $24-
52. Paid Br. Lake $10. Balance on hand 
l\farch 1, 1876, $14.52. J. W. Newberry, 
Agent. . 

Brn .. J. H. Lake, John Lambert, Eber 
Benedick, J. G. Bauer, James McKiernan. 
Henry Stevens and Henry Pitt reported. 

The committee appointed i11- December, 
1875, to investigate Br. G. Hall's case, was 
released, and Brn. Henry Pitt, .John Mat
thews and Eber Benidick appointed as o. 
new committee. 

A motion approving the Herald being pub
lished weekly, being put to vote, was lost. 

Whereas, considering lhe deficiency in 
branch records, in items of birth, baptisms, 
confirmations, ordinations, removals, ex
pulsions, &c .• and realizing that the Gen
eral Church Recorder has just right to ask 
of branch officers that their records be 
properly kept. Therefore, be it 

Resolved that presiding officers of branch-

es, or of braiwh meetings, are hereby con
stituted a standing committee, to see that 
such items l'Lre properly recorded, and they 
shall see that at all branch meetings, where 
business is transacted, that a clerk pro tem. 
be appointed, if the clerk is not present, to 
keep a record of all business done, and of 
baptisms, confirmations, ordinations, bless
ing of children, with all the items necessary 
for a correct record ; and be it further 

Resolved that all Elders laboring in this 
district outside of the branches, who shaH 
bless children, baptize or confirm members, 
or ordain any person to an office in the 
Church, shall report the same with all the 
items to the District Clerk, and if such min
istration is within the limits of a branch, 
and the clerk not present, such elder shall 
report to the clerk of the branch all such 
ordinations performed, or see that it is done, 
with the necessary items accompanying. 

The committee on Br. Hall's case reported: 
We your committee on investigation of 

Br. George Hall's case, upon the examina
tion of evidence, sustain the decision of 
the String Prairie Branch. Eber Benedic]>, 
Henry T. Pitt, John Matthews, committee. 

Resolved that all members who shall ap
peal to this conference, shall hereafter spec
ify their reasons for asking an appeal and 
state wherein they have been wrongfully 
dealt with. · 

Preaching in the evening by Br. Salis
bury, Sabbath morning by Brn. Salisbury 
and Lake, prayer and testimony meeting in 
the afternoon, and preaching in the even
ing by Br. Benedick. 

Monday Morning.-Resolved that we con
sider that members who have not attached 
themselves to any branch, shall be amenable 
to the branch the nearest to them, and that 
the branch officers should visit and labor 
with them. . 

That this conference send the presidents 
of branches, in this dist~ict, a copy of the 
resolution passed at the conference held at 
Rock Creek, with the instruction to lay it 
before their several branches. 

That Br. James Newberry be authorized 
to pay to Br. Lake means for his support 
the ensuing quarter, if such means should 
come into his hands as Bishop's Agent. 

Adjourned to meet at String Prairie, 
Iowa, June 3d and 4th. 1876. 

Des Moines District. 
Convened at Des Moines, l\Iarch 4, 1876. 

Br. Alfred White president, Br. John Sayer 
clerk, Br. T. E. Lloyd assistant. Br. John S. 
Patterson was requested to take part in the 
business. Minutes of last conference were 
amended to read that the collection taken 
up at the last conference was approved by 
the conference in paying the bill presented 
by the district clerk. 
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Branch Reports.-Independence, tabled. 
Newton, 2 received by letter; total 45. Des 
Moines, 6 baptized, 5 received by letter, 1 
removed, total 62. Des Moines Valley, 9 
'baptized, total 30. Pleasant Grove no re
port. The resolution previously passed rs
quiring branches to sanction their reports 
by vote was amended so as to read "unless 
.in exceptional cases, when it is circumstan
<Jes prevent the chance for a vote to be tak
en, as may be made clearly apparent to the 
conference. The Independence branch, 40 
members, was then accepted on this ruling. 

7 p.m.-Preaching by Elder J. S. Patter
son. Sunday, 10:30 a.m., preaching by Br. 
Thomas E. Lloyd. 2:15 p.m.-Elders Re
ports.-Brethren Bartly Myers, John Wat
kins, John S. Patterson, N. Stamm, Thomas 
E· Lloyd, Alfred White, John Sayer, and 
Priests Evan Morgan, E. Batty, E. D. Bul
lard, and Teacher William Tully reported. 

Alfred White stated that the adjustment 
of affairs at Pleasant Grove branch commit
ted to Br. I. N. White was deferred through 
sickness. It was then given to Br. Bartley 
Myers, but he could not get t.he members 
together. Report received. The president 
was continued in tjl.is case, and to report at 
next conference. 

Br. J. X. Davis, bishop's agent, had re
ceived $7.29 from the Newton branch, and 
nothing from any other branches. Brother 
John Sayer had received $2.10 from the In
dependence branch, and given it to the El
ders' fund. 

Resolved that the Elders' fund remain 
with Br. John X. Davis until it is needed, 
and that he be sustained as treasurer. 

Brethren J. S. Patterson and T. E. Lloyd 
Qrdained Wm. H. Ro.y as an Elder. 

Br. I. N. White was sustained in his pres
ent field, and brother N. Stamm requested 
to labor with him. 

7 p.m., preaching in the Court House by 
Br. J. S. Patterson. 

Adjourned to meet at Newton, Iowa, June 
3d, 1876, at 3:30 p.m. 

St. Louis District. 
Conference held in St. Louis, March 5 

and 6, 1876. Wm. H. Hazzledine presiding; 
Thos. R. Allen, clerk, assisted by Charles 
Hall. 

At 10:80 A. M., Br. James Whitehead 
preached an interesting sermon. At 2 r.~r., 
a fellowship and sacrament meeting. The 
gifts of the Spirit were enjoyed, tongues, in
terpretations and prophecy. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to Eveline 
and Sybilla Allen for their past services as 
organists in the choir. 

At 7 P. M., a very instructive sermon by 
Br. T. W. Smilh. 

Monday the 6th.-Branch. Reports: 
St. Louis: 284 members, 4 ,baptized-no 

names, dates or items given-I died, no 
date given. W. T. Kyte, treasurer, report. 
ed: Received $95.21; expended $84.75; 
on hand $10.46. 

Gravois: 60 members, 1 baptized, 2 re. 
moved, 1 died. Alma: 45 members, 1 hap· 
tized, 4 removed by letter. Alton: 27 mem
bers, no change. Belleville: 59 members, 
1 baptized. Cheltenham: 32 members, 1 
removed by letter-no dat,e. Coon Creek: 
23 members, 2 baptized, 1 removed by letter 
-no date-1 died. Whearso: 12 members. 
Caseyville: 18 members, 1 received by let
ter. 2 by vote. 

Resolved that we require each branch to 
send, hereafter, a list of names, with dates 
and place of birth, dates and places of bap
tism, by whom baptized and confirmed, also 
names and date of removals by letter, death 
or expulsion, also full repor.ts of additions, 
and if possible that they be made out on the 
blank forms, sold at the Herald Office. 

Adjourned to meet June 4 and 5, 1876. 

Kewanee District. 
Held at Canton, Illinois, March 4 and 5, 

. 1876. Br. II. C. Bronson, presiding; .J. A. 
Robinson, secretary. 

Branch Reports.-Peoria : 15 members, 
1 baptized, 1 ordained Teacher. Kewanee: 
121 members, l baptized, ·2 removed. 
Princaville: 20 members, 2 removed. Hen
derson Grove: no change. Millersburg: 
31 members, 1 baptized. Canton: 50 mem
bers, 7 baptized, 17 received by letter, 3 
expelled. Buffalo Prairie : 78 members, 2 
removed by letter, 1 was ordained an Elder. 
Bryant: 15 members, 3 removed by letter. 

Reports of Presidents of Branches.-El
ders H. C. Bronson, J. Jeremiah, J. A. 
Robinson, C. M. Brown, Wm. Baath, report
,ed in person; Ezra Bryant and J. M. Terry 
by letter. 

Report of Missions.-J. S. Patterson re
ported by letter, T. F. Stafford in person. 

A letter was read from Brn. J. M. Terry 
and J. Chisnall about Br. Russell's standing. 

Resolved that the Kewanee Branch be and 
is hereby instructed to hold in their posses
sion Br. Russel's license, and deal with him 
as a member of their branch. 

The resolution of last conference prevent
ing any but Elders from voting was re
scinded. 

Resolved that we sustain, by our influ
ence and means, the call for building a 
house of worship in Salt Lake City. 

The Canton, St. Davids and Bryant breth
ren were requested to cooperate with Br. 
Stafford to sustain the St. David's Branch 
for the next six months. 

At 7 r. M., a prayer and testimony meet
ing. 

Sunday morning one was baptized by Br. 
Robinson. At 8:30 a.m., prayer meeting. 
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The brother baptized was confirmed by Brn. 
Stafford and Jeremiah. At 10:30 a.m., 
preaching by Br. J. W. Briggs. The sacra
ment was administered. At 7 p.m., preach-

. ing by J. W. Briggs, followed by a prayer 
meeting. The saints enjoyed the blessings 
of the Father. 

Adjourned to meet at Henderson Grove, 
June 3, 1876. 

the session by Brn. W. F. Seward, E. St.af
ford, A. Kent, E. Robinson, Z. H. Gurley 
and C. H. Jones. Good liberty enjoyed, 
and peace and harmony throughout the 
session. Two were baptized by Br. George 
Sweet. 

Adjourned to meet at Lamoni June 2, 1876. 

Southern Indiana. 
Convened at Eden, Floyd county, Indiana, 

March 25th, 1876. Br. M. H. Forscutt was 
Gonference held at Davis City, March 10, chosen to preside, J. S. Constance clerk. 

1876. A. W. Moffet, president; E. Stafford, Elders Reports.- M. H. Forscutt, Har-

Decatur District. 

clerk. bert Scott, M. T. Short, Columbus Scott, ;\l. 
The Elders engaged in exchanging views R. Scott, J. A. Scott, Wm. H. Chappellow 

on points of doctrine, in a good spirit and a and David Scott. Each one had endeavored 
kindly manner. to do what he could for the cause of Christ. 

Branch Repor!s.-Little River: 81 mem- Priests Wm. Burton· and J. S. Christie and 
bers, 5 baptized, 5 removed, 1 died. La- Deacon T. J. Bell reported. 
moni: 164 members, 4 baptized, 5 received Branch Reports.-Eden : 38 members ; 
by letter, 7 by vote, 11 removed to form no change. New Trenton; no change. 
Davis City Branch. The clerk of the branch Union: 31 members, 2 removed by letter. 
was requested to send a full list thereof to Pleasant Ridge : 34 members; after cor
the General Church Recorder, for him to reotion ·by Br. C. Scott it was accepted. 
check all names that he can find items of on Low Gap: 23 members, 3 baptized, 1 re
the Church Record and return the list to ceived by letter; report corrected by C. 
the clerk. Davis City and Chariton reports Scott and J. S. Constance. 
1·eceived, and their clerks instructed to per- The Bishop's agent was requested to 
feet their records as soon as possible, and make a quarterly report to the conference. 
to send a copy of them to the next confer· Br. Short was requested to labor in con-
ence. nection with Br. C. Scott, as the Spirit may 

In view of the call of the General Church direct. 
Recorder for full lists of names, and items All officers of the district, not locally en
of each branch, the extent of the task for gaged, were requested to labor as their cir, 
branch clerks was considered, and it was cumstances permit. 

Resolved that each member of these Br. Forscutt spoke at 7 p.m. Saturday, 
branches make it a special duty to furnish and on Sunday at 3:30 and 7 p.m. M. T. 
the branch clerks with the needed items. Short and C. Scott at 10 a.m., Sunday. 

It was ordered that the president of each March 27, 11 a.m.-Olive Branch :report 
branch be furnished with a copy of the read and accepted. 
above. Br. J. R. Lambert was requested to rep-

Resolved that hereafter we pursue the resent the district at the Annual Conference. 
course marked out in the B. of C. 17: 25 in 1 

• A vote of thanks was tendered Br. Fors-
our conference reports. cuit for his labors with and for us during 

Elders' Reports.-J. McDiffitt, G. Spen- conference. 
cer, E. Stafford, W. N. Abbott, S. Ackerly, At 1 p.m., met in prayer and testimony, 
A._Kent, J. Johnson, E. Robin~on, 0. B. a good degree of the Spirit being enjoyed. 
Thomas, C. H. Jones, Geo. Sweet, J. W. At 7 p.m. preaching by Br. C. Scott, assist
Mather, A. J. Blodget, A. W. Moffett, and ed by J. S. Christie. 
Z. H. Gurley in person. and S. H. Gurley, Adjourned to meet at Union, Jefferson 
O. J. Bailey and C. Blodgett by proxy. Co., Indiana, 10 a.m., June 3, 1876. 
'l.'hey report a desire to hear and a good 
feeling manifest among the people. Priests I · 
J. F. Green, Silas Madden, C. Dillon, L. Northern Mmnesota. 
Fowler and IL Harder reported. Conference held at Oak Lake, Becker Co., 

Br. J. M. and Sr. R. J. Elder were grant- Minnesota, November 27th and 28th, 1875. 
ed letters. Bro. Marcus Shaw president, Bro. Henry 

Request of Davis City Branch that S. J. Way clerk. 
Madden be ordained an elder, and Lars Branch Reports.-Hop.e of Zion 19 mem-
Rasmnssen a priest was granted, and they bers. Oak Lake 33 members, 1 baptized. 
were ordained by E. Robinson and E. I Elders J. R. Anderson, Geo. Gou!d, Hen
Stafford. ry Way, B. B. Anderson, S. J. Martin, C. 

Bishop's Agent reported $24.85 on hand. A. Sherman, and Priests R. B. Anderson 
Mini~ters were requested to prosecute I and C. J. Gould reported. 

the work with vigor. Preaching during Marcus Shaw was sustained as president 
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and Hen:ry Way as clerk of the district. 
Evening: prayer and testiru.ony meeting, 

in which the Spirit of the Lord was greatly 
enjoyed by the saints in the gifts of the 
gospel. Sunday. November 28th, was de
voted to preaching by brethren Shaw, l\far
tin, and others .. -. Evening: J. R. Anderson 
was recommended as a bishop's agent for 
this district. 

Adjourned to meet at 1:30 p.m., June 3d, 
1876. ' 

Petaluma Sub-District. 
Conference convened at Santa Rosa, Cal

ifornia, February 12, 1876. Br. P. C .. 
Briggs, president; Br. Wm. Potter, clerk. 

The president gave a review of the work 
done in the district. and reported three 
branches in it, Santa Rosa, Healdsburg and 
Pine Mountain, with a total of 97 members. 

Brn. P. C. Briggs, I. Root, G. W. Oman, 
Albert Haws and Wm. Potter reported. 

At 7:30p.m., preaching by A. Haws. 
February 13, preaching by D. S. Mills at 

n a.m. and 7:30 p.m.; good attention 
throughout. The attendance of the distant 
saints, small, owing to previous stormy 
weather, yet the weather was clear and 
beautiful during the session. 

4 .... 

Eastern Wales. 
Sessions of the conference of this district 

were held, one November 7, 1875, at New 
Tredegar, and the other February 13, 1876, 
at Aberaman, Wales. 

Session, November 7, 1875.-Bro. Robert 
Evans presiding; Br. Evan Morgan sec'y. 

Branch Reports.-Aberaman was report
ed by Brn. D. Williams and Wm. Morris as 
only in a tolerable condition; New Trede
gar by Br. E. Morgan as not prospering be
eause of scattered condition; Ton Yr Y strad 
by Br. R. Evans as being scattered, but 
brethren feeling well. 

The President was requested to go and 
reorganize the latter branch, and to visit 
Brn. David and John Jenkins, and report 
at next session. 

Brn. R. Evans and A. N. Bishop asked 
and obtained forgiveness for offense given 
in a former council meeting. 

The release by the General Conference of 
Br. J. T. Davies from charge of the Welsh 
Mission was accepted, and the appointment 
of Br. Robert Evans in his place was accept
ed. He therefore resigned his charge of 
the Eastern District. Brn. A. N. Bishop 
and J. H. Pope were sustained as his fellow 
laborers, the latter being released from the 
charge of the Fleur de lys District, and re
quested to labor in Old Tredegar and vicin
ity. A. fellowship meeting was held, in 
which faithful testimonies were given. 

Session, February 13, 1876.-Bro. David 
Williams president, Br. E. Morgan sec'y. 

After discussion it was decided that Ton 
Yr Ystrad is not considered as a branch. 
New Tredegar was reported by Br. E. Mor
gan, and contains 31 members; Aberaman, 
by Br. Wm. Morris and P. Price and con
taina 18 members; Lanfabon by Br. T. E. 
Williams as in pretty good standing. Brn. 
Wm. Morris, P. Price, D. Meredith, D. Wii
liams, T. Smith, J. Williams, A. N. Bishop 
and Dan Davies reported. 

President Joseph Smith and all the gen
eral authorities of. the Church were sus
tained, also Bro. Thomas Taylor, in charge 
of the European Mission, and Br. R. Evans 
in Welsh Mission. 

Brn. R. Evans, E. Morgan and T. E. Wil
liams preached during conference, and a 
testimony meeting was held, in which the 
gifts of the Spirit were manifested. 

Michigan and Canada Districts. 
Michigan Conference will convene at the 

Lawrence Branch, in Van Buren county, 
Michigan, on Saturday and Sunday, 3d and. 
4th of June, 1876. Private conveyance 
will meet trains at 9:54 A. M. and 2:50 P.M •• 
on Friday, and at 9:54 A.M. Saturday, at 
Decatur Station, on the Michigan Central 
Railroad. The place of meeting is known 
as the Nauvoo School House, near Brn. H. 
C. Smith and S. M. ·Bass, about six miles 
northwest of Decatur. Brethren, may the 
good Master bless our assembling in his 
name. 
· I also anticipate being present at the ses
sion of the Canada Conference, June 10th 
and 11th, 1876, and earnestly desire to meet 
the brethren of Canada; and hope that the 
Lord will greatly bless our assembly, at 
that time, by his Holy Spirit. 

E. C. BRIGGS. 
PLANO, Ills., l\lay 6th, 1876. 

Nevada District. 
This is to notify all the absent members 

of the various branches of the Nevada Dis
trict to report to their .presidents, on or be
fore June 1, 1874, [6 ?] or their names will 
be dropped from the books. 

G. SMITH, Dist. Pres. 
[The figure of the year in the above no

tice is evidently an error. We also think 
that there is not time for proper reports, it 
is so late in the Herald. It seems to us bet
ter that all names not reported, should be 
entered on the District Record as scattered 
members, and be so reported to the Church 
necorder. This is the rule in some dis
tricts.-ED. 
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Northern Illinois District. 
Conference will convene at Braidwood, 

Will county, Illinois, at two o'clock p.m., 
June 3d, 1876. Letters or reports may be 
addressed to John Keir, as above. We de
sire to see all the saints there who can come, 
as it will be necessary to chose a new presi
dent of the district, and we would like as 
full a vote of the district as can be obtained. 

H. A. STEBBINS, IJist. Pres. 

Information Wanted. 
Wanted the whereabouts of J\ir. John 

Rowley. When last heard from he was in 
Utah, in 1868. Information about him will 
be gladly received by his son, Wm. Rowley, 
Pine Grove, Colorado. 

ltliimtes of Seventy's Meetings. 
The quorum of Seventy met at Piano, 

April 7th, 1876, at 7 30 a. m. C. G Lanphear 
presiding, Duncan Campbell clerk. 
, Bro. E. M. Wildermuth presented a re

quest for a license through J. S. Patterson. 
Whereas, in revising the list of the names 

of.the Seventy, we find many who have not 
been heard from for years, and are not known 
to the members present; others have be
come unfit for active service on account of 
extreme age, and may be· said to be super
annuated, others though active, do not of
ficially recognise the quorum; 

Therefore, be it Resolved, that we ask 
counsel from the quorum of the Twelve, as 
to the proper action to take; whether to 
still recognize them as members, or to drop 
their names from the list; in short what 
would be wisdom in these different cases. 

Resolved that we further ask counsel of 
the Twelve in relation to the action of this 
quorum pertaining to the cases of Stephen 
Bull and Jonathan Delap. 

The case of Bro. Hatt. was entertained, 
and a letter from him read by the president, 
after which it was Resolved that inasmuch 
as Bro. Hatt is not present, further action 
in his case be postponed until properly called 
for. 

The names of Bro. Joseph F. McDowell, 
HemanC. Smith, R .. J. Anthony, R. C. Elvin, 
R. M. Elvin, James Craig and George W. 
Eaton were entertained as being eligible for 
ordination to the office of Seventy. 

Resolved that the clerk is hereby instruct
ed to present the minutes of the meetings of 
this quorum for publication in the Herald. 

Resolved that we sustain all the spiritual 
authorities of the Church in righteousness. 

In reply to the request for counsel from 
the Twelve, the following transcript of action 
on their part was received and read before 
the quorum:-

1. Resolved that the act of the Quorum of 
Seventy, in the cases of Stephen Bull and 
Jonathan Delap, in its ignoring the acts of 

the branches to which they belong, be con
sidered illegal. 

2. Resolved that we recognize the fact 
that the various branches have jurisdiction 
over all their members in regard to moral 
conduct. 

Resolved that the Quorum of Seventy be 
advised that they continue upon their re
cord the names of all who are morally worthy. 

The following preamble and resolutions 
then passed the quorum: Whereas, this 
quorum has demurred to the action of cer
tain branches for cutting off some members 
of the Seventy without our knowledge, and, 
whereas, the Quorum of the Twelve has 
decided in favor of the action of said 
branches, and pronounced our demurrer il
legal; Therefore, be it, Resolved that we 
ask the conference to speak authoritatively 
regarding the right of trial in the various 
quorums, that in future we may have some 
definite rule to govern us, and in order te> 
reach this matter the~following resolution 
is offered: 

Resolved that, while it is the privilege of 
Districts, Branches, or individuals, to prefe:t> 
charges against members-official or non
official-the right to try an official membe:t> 
is held only by the, quorum to which he be
longs, or by a court of his peers, in the event 
of his not being united with any quorum. 

The foregoing was presented to Conference 
and acted upon as will appear in its min
utes. 

Resolved that the Secretary of this Quo
rum, Frank Reynolds, of Harlan, Shelby Co., 
Iowa, is hereby authorized to issue licenses 
to Bros. Joseph F. McDowell, Heman C. 
Smith and R. J. Anthony, on their appli
cation for the same, after their ordination 
to the office of Seventy, and that he be fur
ther authorized to issue licenses to Bros. 
John T. Davies and E. M. Wildermuth. 

Adjourned to meet at the call of the 
President of I.he Quorum. 

BORN. 
At Plano, Ills., May 1st, 1876, to the wife 

of Elder E. C. Briggs, a daughter. Mother 
and child doing well. 

At Braidwood, Ills.; April 25th, 1876, te> 
the wife of Br. Jas. Pettigrew, a daughter. 

MARRIED. 
At Looking Glass, Douglas Co., Oregon, 

by Elder J. C. Clapp, J\fr. Henry Churchill 
to Miss Olive Brown, both of Douglas coun
ty, Oregon. [No date given.]-EDs. 

DIED. 
At Dennisport, Mass., April 25th, 1876, 

of disease of the lungs, Sr. Sylvia C. Young, 
aged· 43 years, 8 months, and 8 days. She 
was a kind and affectionate wife, a loving 
and tender mother, and beloved by all who 
knew her. A large circle of friends deeply 
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mourn her loss. Her dying testimony was 
that she knew this gospel which she had 
embraced was the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

At Nebraska City, Neb., April 22d, 1876, 
of consumption, sister Catherine Susan Niel
son, aged 34 years, 1 month and 19 days. 
She was baptized by Bro. l\I. H. Forscutt, 
October 23d, 1875. Her end was a peaceful 
one, and the pleasant smile left upon the 
lips after the spirit had departed, bespoke 
the faith and hope of the child of God. Fu
neral services by R. M. Elvin. 

.Memol'ial to Con:,oress. 
From a Committee of the Reorganized Church 

of Jesus Ghrist of Latter Day Saints, Peti
tioning Congress to inaugurate more decisive 
measures in the suppression of misrule and 
tyranny in lftah: setting forth, with docu
mentary evidence, that the Church of Jesus 
Ghrist of Latter Day Saints does in no wise 

favor the criminal policy of Brigham Young, 
4'c., 4'c., 4'c. 
To THEIR EXCELLENCIES, THE PRESIDENT 

AND VICE PRESIDENT ; AND THE HONORABLE 

SENATE AND HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
QF THE UNITED STATES, IN CONGRESS ASSEM
BLED:-

At the Semi-Annual Conference of the 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Lat
ter Day Saints, held at Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
on the eighth day of September, 1875, the 
following resolution was adopted. 

"Resolved, That Phineas Cadwell, H. J. 
Hudson and Jason W. Briggs be hereby ap
pointed a committee to draft a petition for 
the consideration of this Conference asking 
Congress to inaugurate more decisih meas
ures in the suppression of misrule and ty
ranny in Utah, embodying such statements 
of fact and documentary evidence as the 
interests of the Reorganized Church of Je
sus Christ of Latter Day Saints demand; 
that the world may be warranted in believ
ing that 'Mormonism' does not endorse nor 
favor in any degree the criminal policy of 
Brigham Young and assistants, and further 
that we request the press of the United 
States to keep the matter before the public 
continually, and make such statements that 
are due us a corporate body, which desires 
the welfare of our beloved country and the 
just and supreme administration of th(j laws 
thereof. 

The committee to whom was referred th,e 
foregoing Resolution, would most respect
fully present for your consideration, and 
action, the necessity for "Congress to in
augurate more decisive measures in the 
suppression of misrule and tyranny in 
Utah." That there is a distinctive line of 
demarcation between the tenets and prac
tices of the Reorganized Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, under the lead
ership of Joseph Smith, and those under 

the leadership of Brigham Young, in Utah, 
has been fully set forth before your honor
able body in a former Memorial, and pre
sented to the Senate of the United States 
by the Hon. Lyman Trumbull, ]\fay 5th, 
1870, and was referred to the committee on 
Territories. 

Your Memorialists do not deem it neces
sary to recapitulate those doctrines at this 
time; but in brief, would say that in Utah, 
"doctrines are held and practiced !which 
are at variance with the proper usages of 
civilized nations, and opposed to the law of 
our common country;" whilst on the other 
hand, "we do most fully, freely, and unre
servedly affirm, that there is nothing re
quired by the law or polity of the Church, 
that can render its members violators of the 
laws of the land in' any of their legal pro
visions." 

We would respectfully represent that 
from our knowledge of the teachings and' 
practices of the leaders of the Utah Church 
organization, it is opposd to all free govern
ments, and especially to the government of 
the United States; in proof of which we re
fer to the following declarations from their 
leading men, and published by themselves: 

"Our ecclesiastical government is the 
government of Heaven, and incorporates all 
governments in earth and hell. It is the 
fountain, the mainspring, the source of all 
light, power and governments that ever did; 
or ever will exist. It circumscribes the 
governments of this world.":.___ Brigham 
Young, Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p. 141. 

"The kingdom of God is an order of gov
ernment established by divine authority. 
It is the only legal government that can ex
ist in any part of the universe. All other 
governments are illegal and unauthorized 
-any people attempting to govern them
selves by laws of their own making and by 
officers of their own appointment are in di
rect rebellion against the kingdom of God." 
-;Orson Pratt's Kingdom of God, part 1, 
page 1. 

And in accordance with the above teach
ings, the government of the 'United States is 
considered illegal; and in Utah, a.n intruder, 
In proof of which, we refer to the forcible 
resistance to the entry of United States 
troops and federal officers, and the obstacles, 
thrown in the way of the Federal Courts, 
and the constant evasion of the United 
States law. 

We further represent, that in accordance 
with the foregoing statement of belief re
specting all governments, (except their 
own), being illegal; it is held, that oaths 
administered by officers of such courts, or 
governments, are not binding upon jurors, 
or witnesses; and to this may be attributed 
the well known fact that not one criminal. 
in fellowship with that "Ecclesiastical gov-
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ernment," in Utah, has ever been found 
guilty and punished by jurors in the same 
fellowship, however clear the evidence has 
been; and that it is the cherished design, 
and hope of these leaders, to throw off, 
what they call the shackles of the United 
'States ; and to this end they urge the emi
gration to Utah of all their adherents, which 
.are mainly of foreign birth, and from the 
humbler class; who, on arriving in Utah, 
'ltre sent into the far off jlettlements, that 
.they may not come in contact with any who 
entertain other views. The results are, 
.that communities are forming, and the 
young are growing up, all over the Terri
tory, with just such sentiments respecting 
the governments as its sworn enemies and 
haters inoulcate. And, while no Territorial 
Statute law exists in Utah regulating mar
riage, there do exist Territorial laws re
specting property; which, by the ruling of 
the Probate Courts, places the wives of 
Utah, and their children, upon a level with 
mistresses and their illegitimate childi:en ; 
and, under certain circumstances, discrim
inating in favor of the latter, against the 
former; the design· ol' which, is apparent; 
viz., to disarm and discourage the wife, and 
protect polygamy. Further; that the mail 
service is practically abridged to publishers 
of newspapers and periodicals opposed to 
this Polygamous Oligarchy, at some Post
Offices through which it is impossible to 
transmit such mail matter, with regularity 
and certainty; pre-eminent among them, is 
the Post-Office at Ogden. · 

We, your memorialists, while represent
ing the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints, throughout the United 
States; we, also, represent those members 
of the said Church now resident in Utah, 
which constitutes no inconsiderable part of 
the population of that Territory, as before 
stated, in common with those of at.her sects, 
and of no sect; have felt, and still feel, the 
pernicious effects of this unwarranted and 
unnatural union of Church and State, sought 
to be forced upon us by an Oligarchy of 
Priests; who, declaring against human 

.governments, assume to be the government 
of God, and rule tpe legislature and terri
<torial courts, to the detriment of all law 
abiding citizens. 

We ask on the part of (Congress) your 
Honorable Body: 

Firstly ;-An examination of the Statutes 
of Utah; and the diapproval of all such en
actments as are inconsistent with the con
stitution ancl laws of the United States, jNs
,tice and republicanism in its true sense. 

Secondly;-To provide for the untram
meled exercise of the right of franchise, by 
disallowing the present practice of so mark
ing the ballot, and numbering the votes as 
to show how each votes. 

Thirdly ;-To so amend the jury law, as 
to exclude from the jury box, such as are 
confederates with criminals on trial; this 
would, among other results, throw open to 
actual settlers thousands of acres of land 
now fraudulently held by Brigham Young, 
and others of the ruling Oligarchy in Utah. 

Fourthly ;-The placing of the Post Offices 
in the hands of persons who recognize the 
authority of the government, and the sanc
tity of the oath of office. 

And we further implore Congress to ap
ply the needed remedy for the "suppression 
of misrule and tyranny in Utah," and thus 
bring to justice criminals of every charac
ter ; as Congress has the unquestioned 
power to legislate over the Territories. 

And for the peace, prosperity, and per
petuity of the Government of the United 
States of America, we, your memorialists, 
will ever pray. 

'P. CADWELL, } 
H. J. HUDSON, Committee. 
J, W. BRIGGS, 

THY MISSION. 

See now Lebanon is blooming, 
Soon to be a fruitful field; 

And the Latter Day returning, 
Judah's plains begin to yield .. 

See the nations in commotion: 
Sae the wicked in their strife, 

See the forms of fa]se devotion, 
See the lusts and pride of life. 

0, ye Elders of the kingdom, 
With the holy work begun, 

Rest not, faint not in your labor, 
Till the holy work is done. 

Go ye forth, thrust in your sickles; 
See, the day is growing late ; 

Bi'nd your sheaves upon yoUr shoulders; 
Lo, the judgments on you wait. 

Think not of the crown awaiting, 
Of your great and sure reward ; 

Think but of the suffering millions, 
Faint for bread you can afford. 

Lighted windows in the distance 
Beacon y0u with cheerful gleam ; 

Waiting ones with anxious faces "' 
Welcome you with kindly beam. 

Tell them, Jesus died to sa~e them; 
Tell them, he is still their friend; 

And is ready to receive them, 
If the,Y to his call attend. S;F. W. 

Discretion in speech is mor8\ than elo-
quence.-[Bacon. · 

Who purposely cheats his friend would 
cheat his God.-[Lavater. 

Dishonesty is forsaking ,permanent for 
temporary advantages,-[Bovee. 

· A good heart is worth gold,-[Shakspeare. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 319 

Severe, but Merited. 
"The ladies of Trinity Church, Aurora, 

Ills., will furnish costumes, gratis, to those 
who wish them on Friday evening. If you 
would have a "big day," you should take in 
the Phantom. If you don't dance, go in the 
gallery and see the ghost show. Dance 
tickets one dollar; Gallery twenty - five 
cents."-Aurora News. 

"In another item, urging everybody to go, 
the same paper states, "The dancing will 
commence promptly at eight o'clock and the 
masks will be taken off at ten." We print 
this f6r the consideration of sincere, honest, 
every day christians. These things are 
done in the name of religion, for religion, 
and are defended by clergymen as pious 
amusements. But if this is christianitv 
please tell us what worldliness is. Th"e 
church, to sustain itself now, resorts to· 
various kinds of gambling, dances, parties, 
suppers and sprees of all sorts. This is true, 
and how it must make the heart of the true 
christian bleed. Reader, picture to yourself 
one of these gay parties, the assembled 
wealth, fashion and vice of Aurora, in the 
heat and excitement and passion of a fasci
nating and enticing dance, and then imagine 
that you see Christ step in among them. 
What think you, would be the result? How, 
think you, they would look? And what think 
you, they would say ? Where then would 
you find the clergyman brazen enough to 
face Christ and say, "'.!'his is done for and 
in the name of Thy religion, and for the 
glory of Thy cause?" No, no l they would 
slink away speechless and cover their faces 
in shame. Christians, so-called, to-day, 
are tearing out the pillars of chriatianity, 
and pulling down the church upon their 
own heads."-Kendall' County Record. 

This fashionable church fandango came 
off in Aurora,-fourteen miles from Plano. 
We had no invitation, and did not go; but 
it is said, "We had a big time." 

--· .,,__,,_ __ _ 
'l'he End of the World. 

News of the approaching end of the world 
is always interesting reading. Many a time 
and oft have the Adventists figured out the 
date of the end of all things here below; and 
though the predictions have invariably failed, 
their renewal from time to time has always 
been the cause of interested discussion. The 
universal mash-up which Elder Thurman 
predicted for last year did not come off, but 
the prophecies have been looked up anew, 
and an error in the computation corrected. 
The Adventists of New York have arranged 
for the second coming of Christ during 1876. 
The prophecy of Daniel says that the world 
will end in just 1,335 years from the "time 
when the daily sacrifices shall be taken 
away, and the abomination which maketh 

desolate be set up." The abomination that, 
maketh desolate, of course, is the Roman 
Catholic Church, which the Adventists un
derstand to have dated from 541, when the 
Emperor Justinian gave the religion of 
Rome its papal character. Then followed 
the period of 1,290 years, spoken of in the 
prophecy, bringing the time up to 1831, 
when the allied powers of Europe took away 
from the bishop of Rome as much power aH 
Justinian had given him. To this 1,290· 
years the prophecy added "a month and a 
month ~nd a half," meaning forty-five years, 
thus fixmg the grandfiuale in 1876. Noth
ing can be plainer. Figures cannot lie. The 
end has got to come this year, and it is to 
be lamented that the New York Adventists 
are not able to fix the month and day. The 
catastrophe is to come like a thief in the 
night. It behooves every prudent citizen, 
therefore, to make the necessary prepara
tions, and, in the language of Joyce to J\fo. 
Donald, to put his house in order.-Chicago· 
Times. 

The art of life is to know how .to enjoy a 
little, and to endure much. ~ 

To confide too much is to put your lemons 
into another man's squeezer, 

No one can be happy without a friend, 
and no one can know what friends he has 
until he is unhappy. 

If ever I should effect injustice, it would 
be in this, that I might do courtesies and 
receive none. 

Most of the rules and precepts of this 
world run this way-to drive us out of our
selves into the world, for the benefit of so· 
ciety. 

People, like plants, grow pale and puny 
if the sun is shut out. Good health is th'e· 
sunshine of the body; a cheery disposition 
is the sunshine of the soul. 

There is nothing like taking all you do at 
a moderate estimate ; it keeps mind and 
body tranquil; whereas grandiloquent no
tions are apt to hurry both into fever. 

Addresses. 
E. C. Briggs, Plano, Kendall Co., Ills. 
J\I. H. Forscutt, care R. M. Elvin, Neb

raska City, Neb. 
John C. Foss, Machias, Maine. 
John T. Davies, box 38, Cherokee, Craw

ford county, Kansas. 
David Dancer, box 50, Plano, Kendall 

county, Illinois. 
Heman C. Smith, Clyde, Antelope coun

ty, Nebraska. 
M. B. Oliver, 318 North 4th Street, Bur

lington, Iowa. 
Alexander H. Smith, Nauvoo, Hancock 

county, Illinois. 
Jam es Kemp and Albert Bishop, Stewarts

ville, DeKalb county, Missouri. 
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,.. PUBLICATIONS ISSUED AND FOR SALE 
BY THE 

Board of Publication of the Reorganized Church, 

AT THEIR PUBLISHING HOUSE 

'PLANO, KENDALL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
--ototo--

True LatterDay Saints' Herald: 
A semi-monthly periodical, 32 pages, edited by Jos>iPH 
-SMITH. This is an official o:i-gan, explanatory of the 
taith of the church, and contains correspondence from 
different parts of the world, giving accom:its: of the 
progress of the church, and setting forth the dealings 
of God with his people. t. 

Price $2.15 per year, half year $1.10, per quarter 55 
,cents, free of postage. 

Zion's Hope: 
A semi-monthly paper for children and Sunday Schools 
Edited by JOSEPH SMITH. Price 60 cents per annum, 
130c. per half year, free of postage. 

Every child in Israel should be supplied with the 
HOPE. It is designed specially to qualify them for 
the great future, il), which we anticipate their per· 
:forming sO important a part. 

The Messenger 
Published monthly at Salt Lake City, Utah, in them
terest ef the Reorganized Church. Jason W. Briggs, 
·editor. Postage free, 50 cents per year. 

* Holy Scriptures : 
lmpi?'ed Translation by Joseph the JYfartyr. 

Bound in Roan, ...... 1 95 
" Imitation Turkey, ........ 2 45 

Turkey Superior Plain ... .. ..... 2 BO 
In all cases when sent from the office, postage, or 

expressage, is to be added to the price. The postage 
en each book. is twenty-eight cents. When sold at the 
office, no addition to be made. 
New Testament, inspired 65 

The Saints' Harp-Hymn Book: 
Bound in Roan, plain ...... 1 25 

"' Roan, gilt, gllt edges ...... 1 75 
Morocco, plain, marblecl edges •....• 2 00 
:L\:Iorocco, gilt, gilt edges ...... 2 25 

Doctrine and Covenants • 
In sprinkled Sheep ..... -. 
In Morocco, marpled edges, 

llesperis: 
Poems, by David H. Smith, 202 pages, fancy 

....... 1 25 
...... ] 75 

cloth, gilt edges 1 50 

Book of :Nformon: 
Bound in :Morocco, plain, marbled edges ...... 1 50 

Pamphlets: 
Rules of Order and Debate for all the Deliberative 

Assmbli~s of the Church; also a chapter on Branch 
Rules, and one on lleports of :Branches and Districts. 
32 mo., 128 pages, bound in limp cloth, 50 cts. 

Visions of .Joseph Smith the Seer, Discoveries of An
cient American Records and llelics, with the State
ment of Dr. Lederer (Converted Jew) and Others, in 
colored covers, 43 pages, by mail 10 cents each, three 
for 25 cents, twelve for 75 cents. 
'rhe Voice of Warning and Instruction td all People, 

74 pages, by mail 20 cents each; three for 50 cents, 
one dozen for $2. 

Trial of the Witnesses to the Resurrection of Jesus; 
a legal argument, 36 pages, 10 cents each. 

Maggie and Mary; or the Slanderer Exposed, 16 pages, 
10 cents. • 

Concordance to :Book of Covenants, 24 pages, 10 cents, 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Ordination Certificates. 

bound in fiexible covers, 40 cents each. 
ll1inutes of Annual Conference, of1873, lOc. each. 

Licenses and Notices: 
Elder's Licenses, per hundred 
Priest'~:;;· > " · " " 
TeaCherts " " ' 
Deacon>lf_, ' ...... . 
ll!a~j)r9tice8 for Lectures, per hundred 

....... 1 00 

....... 1 00 

....... 1 00 

.. ..... 1 00 
50 

" '" " " Preaching' ' '• 
" " Two nays' Mee1.ings, per iO"O"" 

50 
50 

Certificates and Reports : 
Removal Certificates, per hundred 
Marr:lage " " " 
Brancp Statistical Reports, per doz~n 
Annual " H two for 
Branch ~inancial per dozen 
DiSb:ict '' " 

·.1, Sunday School Tickets : 
Tickets for Prompt Attendance, perlOOO 

" " " per 100 
Good Behavior, per 1000 

" " per 100 
for 1, 2, 3, or 4 Lessons, per 1000 

·.• · ". " "' per 100 
!\•ward C&rds, per 100 
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'£HE TRUE 

'~HEARKEN TO THE WORD or THE LORD, FOR THB:RN SB:AJ.L NOT ANY 1'fAN AMONG YOU HAVE SAVI IT BJI 
ON::ill WIFE; AND OONCUBINEB RE SHALL HAVE NONE."-Book of Mornum. 

HWHEN TJlE RIGJJ'.l'EOUB ARE IN' AUTHORITY, TH.II PNOPL!l REJ"OICE; 1'UT WHEN THE WIOKlID BEA.RETH 
RULH, THE PEOPLE MOURN«-"-Frov. 29: 2. • 

Vol. 23. PLANO, ILL., JUNE 1, 1876. No.11. 

§pil'itualiism. draw the line of demarkation between 
PART FIRST. what is human and what divine. The 

" I have received by mail from an un- distinction however between divine and 
known source several works on Spiritu- diabolical is plain, and persons who con
alism. I shall not name them, for I found the two classes are beyond the 
do not wish to advertise such unholy pale of controversy. · 
communications; but before dismissing Some animals are guided by sight and 
them and the subject, I wish to con- some by scent. Some persons who have 
tribute my mite to the elucidation of a had their eyes opened and, as in Mr. 
subject which none but believers in the Hull's case, illumined by the radiance 
Latter Day faith can form any thing like that heralds the coming of the Son of 
a just conception of. I begin with the God, have closed them again;. and then, 
revealed tr'uth that the one word that if the light that was in them be turned 
affords a key to the subject is priest- to darkness, "how great is that dark
hood. It is an old and well established ness ?" It has happened to them ac
truth that there are two kinds of spirit- cording to the proverb. Mr. Hull went 
ual manifestations. Those that come from Adventism to where he now is, and. 
through and bv the authority of the not having held the true priesthood can 
pri"esthood of Melchizidec are of God j not be called a son of perdition, but the 
are related to the plan of salvation, are principle that attaches unpardonable sin 
christion, are religion. All else in all ages to full apostasy, applies to every degree 
and every :variety 11.re Spiritualism-An- of apostasy in proportion to the light 
cient, Medieval, Modern. Spiritualism, sinned against. Spiritualists include ir. 
as distinguished form christianity, in- their number many who have professed 
ciudes the inspiration and manifestation a knowledge of Christ, and many more 
·ofSa;tan-the prince, as yet, of this world who have known his truth from child-
2:cprince of the power of the air-Lucifer hood; so they avail themselves of the 
the fallen angel, the orders of devils and advantages granted to the heathen, who 
demons under his control, and probably not having known the law will be judged 
of human spirits that have passed from without law. 
earth and whom God does not think Satan being as yet the "Prince of this 
enough of to take to himself, the spirits world," has power to deceive all but the 
of ~.ersons livi?~ w~ich ?~n leave,~heir ~lect, with all power and signs and ly
bomes an~ sp1!'1ts rnhab_1trng homes- mg wonders. Starting with this pre
human berngs m the ordmary state. I mise the reasoning of the christians is 

Part of these manifestations are psy- plain; the facts t.Eat establish the pre
chological, but it is not possible to dis- mise 'are interspersed throughout the 
tinguish with cer,tainty the different pha- whole Bible. 
ses of occult phenomena. The same may The wav to disentan"'le a tan<>led 
b~ said of manifestat.ions connected with skein is to ·find one end ol'it. One ~nd 
:religious experience; it is difficult to of Spiritualism reache3 back to the coun-

WholeNo 347. 
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cil in heaven when the devii said, "send 
me" * * * "give me of thine honor." 
The other end reaches into the bottom
less pit, into which the devil will at last 
be thrown. It is a long line to follow 
and I shall not attempt to do it, but 
whatever of fact I offer shall be suspend
ed on it. 

Another preparatory distinction neces
sary to be made is between Spiritualists 
and mediums. There are doubtless many 
mediums above reproach, in this age as 
there have been in ages past. Socrates, 
the great light of the Pagan world, ac
knowledged the guidance of a spirit of 
some kind. The Seeress of Provorst 
played with spirits from her childhood, 
and was guided to the last. Joan of 
Arc steps forth out of the darkness of 
her age in the beauty of innocence, and 
the radiance of human truth. 'VV e need 
not call good evil nor evil good. That 
Baal was supported bY'mediums and the 
apostles opposed by them, does not prove 
that the devil enlists all of that class at 
this day. He can do better by going to 
the colleges and enlisting the oracles of 
science; or by going to the pulpits and 
getting their aid against all forms of 
spiritual gifts. I am not willing for the 
sake of the consistency of this article to 
deny the good that is in Spiritualism. 
The good and bad grow together like 
tares and wheat in all systems, sects and 
schools. The old classifications were 
necessitated by ignorance; but we have 
come to "an age when we may follow 
Paul's injunction : "Whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be 
any virtue, if there be any praise, think 
on these things." 

I know a worthy christian gentleman 
who believes that his dead daughter 
comes back from the abode of bliss to 
play her favorite tunes on the piano-fo1· 
him. He is not conso}ed. I do not 
think there would be any consolation i.n 
hugging a ghost. It is a cheat and de
lusion, this visit from dead friends, and 
drives men mad. It is better to say 
with David, "I shall go to him, though 
:he cannot come back to me." The be-

lief is not harmless, but not wicked; it 
is a pitiful misunderstanding of a fact fo, 
nature. If, however, he should make 
this manifestation, whatever it is-and' 
I do not know what it is and Mr. H. 
does not-a basis from which to hurl 
forth blasphemies against his Creator 
and Redeemer, I would then say the 
devil had him in his lists. 

I knew a true prophet inspired of 
God, who knew nothing of the priest
hood nor of the true church. His case· 
is explained however by the faet he has, 
lost his gift after having heard the truth. 
Other cases cannot be explained by any 
principle I know of. 

It was priestcraft that crucified Christ, 
and priestcraft is still the engine of Sa
tan; but it is declh1ing, while Spiritual
ism is growing, and when Spiritualism· 
gets to be the head of the beast it wilt 
have all the forms of evil for its allies .. 
As yet it has no organization; it is upon 
the supposition that it will organize arnl 
thus supply the place of the tottering 
establishments, that my guesses of its. 
future are based. 

The spiritual faculties and psycho
logical powers are like the senses or the·· 
gifts of intellect, and one is not blamea
ble for having them, but for perverting 
them. It is from the mediumistic class 
that God chooses his prophets. Those 
mightiest in Satan's kingdom will be of 
that class also; but the powers being 
natural belong to God the Author of 
Nature. ,Spiritual communication, as a 
phenomenon, is a thing of nature, as much 
as a geological stratum, has its laws and. 
is a part of the economy of God. But 
as the testimony of the rocks has been 
turned against God, so this spiritual 
power of man is being perverted to a 
hellish purpose. Spiritualism rises on, 
the horizon as a harbinger but is a por
tent. It is still developing; it is striding 
to its destiny. Of course there is a silver· 
lining to this cloud, but there surely is 
in it blackness and darkness, and fury 
and storm, and awful destruction. 

In teaching immortality, Spiritualism 
would seem to be a stepping-stone to. 
higher truth, but it is not so. Why do 
sensible, practical men continue to "seeL 
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unto them that have familiar spirits and itself. If so great a medium as Moses 
unto them that peep and mutter; should cannot be believed, how shall modern 
not a people seek unto their God?" mediums gain credence? But this ex-

Those who have turned from Advent- poses a pretence of Spiritualists; they 
ism to this abomination have forsaken appropriate dignity to themselves by 
"the fountain of living waters and hewn claiming the same inspiration the proph
to themselves cisterns, broken cisterns ets had, and at the same time deny the 
that can hold no water." truth of all that the old authorities said. 

Recurring to Mr. Hull's book, it is- This is absurd; if that long succession 
if there be such a, thing-blasphemous. of mediums taught nothidg but lies and 
He is unnaturally wrathful against the horrors, why depend upon inspiration at 
God of the Jews, calling him a tutelar all for truth. Paine was much more 
divinity, like those of ancient persons reasonable 'in rejecting inspiration to de
and cities. That however is not denying pend on reason alone. 
his existence. Now if ever the God of The author of the Pentateuch was a 
the Jews did exist, does he not still ex- prophet, and the first prophecy is given 
ist? If he ever had power, has he not in the beginning of his writings, and 
power yet? Has not Mr. Hull reason said to have been uttered in the garden 
to fear a being whom he proves so bad, of Eden, when and where the first spir
and acknowledges the reality of? Does itual manifestation occurred, viz.: "The 
not fear inspire somewhat of his wrath? seed of the woman shall bruise the ser
And, after all, is not the issue well ta- pent's head." A gr.eat many men of 
ken? vVhat more reasonable than for judgment and learning have believed in 
Mr. H., having "surrendered" his flag, prophecy and that this prophecy, though 
to overthrow, if he can, the power he not as explicit as some, epitomizes the 
has betrayed? He must not stop with history of the world, culminating in the 
having proved him a tutelar god; .there final triumph of Christ over Satan. It 
is no safety in that. He must prove seems to me that the fact should es
him out of existence, and then only can pecially interest Spiritualists that this 
he have peace. He is working hard to oldest of human records, that they hate 
that end, as if he appreciated the case. so much, begins wit.h a prophecy that 
He is ransacking past records and all can be applied to the very conflict in 
heathen lands, for adverse facts, and which they are engaged. It is signifi
hurliug them forth, like the Titans that cant that the first utterance of prophecy 
assailed heaven. He, in common with should recognize the classification on 
his associates, has revamped the argu- J which this article is based-two agencies 
men ts, witticisms, false accusations, mis- in the control of human affairs; one 
apprehensions, and ungenerous slurs of J represented by the seed of the woman 
Volney, Volt,aire, Hume, Paine, Gibbon and the other by a serpent. It was ap
and afl other infidels from Celsus to A. parent long ago, that some bruising was 
J. Davis. to be done. The bruising is still going 

I wish Mr. H. to adhere to his asser- on and it is well for those who take up 
tion, "Jehovah 3, tutelar god" and test weapons, as I\'Ir. H. has done, to know 
it by the record-Mr. H. is familliar which side they are on, lest haply they 
with that. We see that J-ehoYah de- be found to fight against God. 
stroyed the Egyptian army, gave the Moses propesied the triumph of J aphet 
law from _Sinai, destroyed- "Stop," over Shem, the siege of Jerusalem, the 
says Mr. H., "we have only Moses' au- scattering and gathering of the tribGs, 
thorit.y for that." 'I'rue, but Moses you &c. All the other prophets took up 
claim is a fellow medium; I meet you these and other themes and the whole 
on your own plane. You think it can- course of time is marked out, and Mr. 
did and liberal to admit all the Bible H. we!! know-s it to be so. Of course, I 
authorities into the brotherhood. A cannot elaborate this point-I am not 
house ought not to be _divided against writing a book-but it cfonot be that a 
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man who has preached the near coming 
of Christ does not know these things. 
Mr. H. calls his book "The Question 
Settled." I do not believe he thinks 
the question settled, and I know where
of I affirm. But his unbelief can be for
given him. If he is not so far commit
ted to evil courses that no place can be 
given him for repentance, he may yet 
come back; and in the truest kindness I 
tell him how I knew one like him 
brought back. It was at sight of a fa
miliar line: "I love the Lor& for he first 
loved me." 

Recurring to lVIoses: he was a proph
et because he held the priesthood of 
Melchesidek, and was a law-giver by 
that right. It connected him with those 
who had held it before ·him; (and this 
is Spiritualesm); but it did not bring 
him into communication with any other 
than those commissioned of God to come 
to him. It is the pi·omi'scuous inter
course of the two worlds that God con
demns. It is upon this point that all 
my propositions turn. We cannot fol
low out the ramifications of spirit inter
course, to always tell whence it comes 
and just what it is in all cases, human, 
spiritual-disembodied or unembodied; 
but we can say, let God be true though 
every man be found a liar. He has in
stituted government: he has appointed 
a method of communication, and has 
said from heaven, "This is my Son; 
hear him!" He has undertaken to reg
ulate our affairs in all important matters, 
and we have no more right to go to a 
woman of Endor, than to any other 
wicked character. 

This priesthood also conn•icted :Moses 
directly with his Maker, Jehovah, who 
alone has a knowledge of the future. 
One of God's claims to allegiance is this 
transcendent wisdom. If the tutelar 
divinities have it, let us bow down to 
r,hem too. So this is the issue yet, J\:Ir. 
II.: "If the Lord be God, follow him; 
but if Baal, then follow him;" and do 
not evade it, by substituting Father in 
Heaven or God of the Universe for Je. 
hovah as against Baal. 

A. prominent idea in the minds of Mr. 
H. an cl his associates is I hat the uni-

verse ii; great, and the God of the Jews 
small. They live in this late age and 
have the benefit of the extended visions, 
of the telescope : and see suns-

HThousands of suns beyond each other blaze, 
Orbs roll o'er orbs and glow with mutual rays." 

But what is a sun? We have one so, 
near that we can examine it as we' would 
a specimen. It is matter-a good deaI 
of it, but-inanimate matter : made to 
support man's little world and give him 
light and heat. What more can Spirit
ualism make of it. It is not so much to 
the rational apprehension as yonder In
dian boy driving cattle : and if time is 
given him and he do not make such a 
mistake as many do and sell his birth
right, he will prove this assertion, and 
beat the course of the sun. Hear Je
hovah: 

"Worlds without number have I created, 
and I also created them for mine own pur
pose; and by the Son I created thelll, which 
is mine Only Begotten. * * * Behold 
there are many worlds that have passed 
away by the word of my power; and there 
are 'many worlds which now stand, and 
numberless are they to man; but all things 
are numbered unto me; for they are mine, 
and I know them." 

This is the God of Israel, ancient and 
modern. 

There are a great many people in the· 
world-many millions-who are dissat
isfied with the character of God as por
trayed in the Old Testament. I wish I 
could remove their difficulties, but I can 
not; a sincere scruple is sacred, and I 
shall in deference approach an avoided 
topic, hoping only to incite those more 
capable of' treating it, to do so. If the 

, Church of Jesus Christ is the hope of 
Lhe world, it ought to endeavor to meet 
the wants of the world. 

We have seen that the Spiritualists 
put the odium of some questionable acts 
upon a tutelar God. B. Young, Sen., 
says that Adam was and is the God of" 
Israel. There were angels concerned in 
those ancient transactions: one slew the 
firstborn of Egypt, and an angel slew 
the Assyrian host; but these angels 
were in a subordinate relation, and poe
try and not crime were associated with 
their acts. It was au angel that "made 
the people go up from Egypt,'' and< 
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brought them "into the land which he sight." "Though thou slay me yet will 
sware unto their fathers." An angel led I trust thee." 
them throuo-h the wilderness "to keep As the son of one who never said 

~' b" 1 bff",, [them J in the way,'' and "to rrng t.Jem "great fa Diana," I have been . u eteu 
into the place prepared." The;r had\~ from my chlldhood up throu.g~ ~11 the 
"beware of him"-"provoke him not thorny way from early Abohtrnmsm to 
for he "would not pard?n their tran_s- j late "Mormonism," I've had no rest for 
gressions." God said his name was Ill the sole ofmyfoot; (Isa. rn; 15); and 
the angel. This angel brought them to it is only just lately,_! waken t? the con_:: 
the "Amorites, and the Hittites and sciousness that God is on our side, and J 
Perizzites Canaanites, Hivites and J eb- feel a little like hurrahing for him, and 
usi.tes." 'That was the way God cut I am not particularly offended at finding 
them off. If the Spiritualists wish to call that he has back-bone. 
that angel a tutelar divinity I will have 'l'he wind bloweth where it listeth, 
no contro_versy with them; if B. 1:" oung, I but we know !tis i:art of a great .b?dy_
Sen., thmk~ that a~gel wa~ Michael, of air, fifty miles high and enveloprng 
the great prrnce, I will not dispute pro- the whole earth-stretching 0ver and 
phetic authority; if Bro. J. W. B., au- above the torrid p11ins aud the frigid 
thor of that. masterly paper, "Past. a~? poles. The plains expand it, and the 
Present,'' wishes to put the respons1bm- frigid zone contracts it; cuaents ascend 
ty of blood and battle on that angel, I and descend and side currents move to 
shall think it better than casting doubt fill the vaca~t places, and it knows no 
upon the record. That angel should be rest: and it is so vast in extent that 
tried as a general looking to the final re- whe;1 set in motion it has incalculable 
sult, at the en~ of ~ime. But all_ that I momentum, and opposing cnrrents meet 
will contend with either party for is, that with a whirl and roar that appalls weak 
it was God's angel and God can take the man and leaves his ctrongest works in 
responsibility. "What I have spoken ,I ruin'. It is the weight of the super
have spoken, and I excuse not myself.' ambient air and its vast extent that 
I sha,lf not then apologise for God. It is turns the wholesome medium in which 
be that has turned the horns of the beast we live into the destroying hurricane. 
against the woman of Rome, directing the So man lives in a lower stratum of spirit 
tide of battle all through these years. It life-a world that stretches out to the 
is he that is taking the breath from the fartherest verge of creation; embracing 
sick man of Turkey. It is he that is de- the throne of God and also the place 
feating the plans of the false prophet where Satan's seat is: and there is war 
of Utah. It is h~ t?at gathers and in all that upper world. Ivian came to 
scatters those councils rn Brooklyn. It this life brinaing; with him a record ·and 
is he that is bringing the political vil- I responsibility~ Why else was Cain cursed; 
lains to punishment. It was he that \ ancl Canaan and his posterity? And 
turned the anger of the South against whv else was Abraham and his posterity 
itself. It is he that is heaving the sea I blessed? In the val!ies · of Canaan 
beyond its. bounds and swe~ping main - were met the representatives of the co~
and land with tornadoes. fie sends the tending powers of the unseen worla. 
grasshoppers to eat ?ut the substance of "As captain of the Lord's host am I now 
those whB have unrighteously possessed come." said the ano-el with a drawn 
the borders of Zion. Villainy is every- sword to Joshua; a~d abcv::i those lieu
where being brought to juClgrnent. tenants and captains were Christ and 

AU Latter Day Saints know that it is :Belial, the co~ten~ing chiefs; and t~at 
Jehovah God of Israel doino all these was the conflrnt or ~h~ ag~s, an_d with 
th· l> the angel hao a~nounced little altered aspect it rn still gorng on_. 
'~ngs,Grndr d . 1 ;' h · r. • th' The final scene is in the future, and "1! ear o an give g ory <O ini . . or e . 
hour of his j~dgmenthas come." ''.Even depicted thus: . . _ . 
so, Father, for so it seemeth good m thy "And the devil shall gather his ar1mes 
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even the hosts of hell, and shall come up to I viticus. It is a record of horror. The 
the battle against Michael and his armies ; land was defiled. and the land "spewed 
and then cometh. the ba~tle of. the, great out the inhabit~nts." 
God ; and the devil and his arimes snall be . . . 
cast away into their own place, and they Isaiah predicts a time when the earth 
shall not have power over the saints any will be defiled under the inhabitants and 
more at all, fo1' Mi.chael s~all fight their when this our land will be defiled u'nder 
battles and shall overcome him who seeketh · · h b"L 1 h h' I d 
the throne of him who sitteth on the throne, its m a. lcants, ana w. ~n t lS our an 
even the Lamb. This is the glory of God becomes defiled by g1vmg heed t,9 se
and the sanctified ; and they shall not any ducing spirits and doctrine of devils,, we 
more see death." may expect a repetition, in some form, 

It may be that no man nath seen God of the ancient judgments; and those 
at any time-Him who dwells in ever- elders of Israel who for forty years have 
lasthig light. It may be that he has been sounding a warning will not say 
been represented by angels, by the Son, God is unjust. 
and. by the Holy Ghost, in ~11 visitations We have seen that the Canaanites in 
to men in the ~esh. Chn.st may have addition to apostasy had inherited a 
been the angel m the burmng bush. It curse. The Midianites, Moabites and 
was Christ who [tppeared to the brother I other nations had had the true worship 
of Jared, and it, was he who told the committed to them by their fathers, but 
N ephite prophet that he would come the had forsaken it and had become trans
next ~ay into the world. This subject gressors, corrupt and indecent. The 
pertams to the m,ystery of m~s~~nes; idols that t,bose nations worshipped were 
and shall we not oe glad that it is so? probably, by some at least regarded as · 
vVe will have scope and verge to grow representatives of invisible powers, with 
in, if we do not find out all things now: others probably considered real gods. 
and it is well in dealing with the sub- But the chief deity of all these nations 
ject to bow low the head, in deep hu- was Baal. The Phoonecians had apothe
millity, :wce~ting, where reason cannot osized a king of that name, and the As
reach, the gmclance of the Holt Ghos~. syrians had. also deified a king of that 

I see no encouragement for I\u. Huil mime-by some commentators thought 
in hrs mad war against the God of the to have been Nimrod: but in makin"' 
Jews; nor ~~n he escape .h~m,; "Whith- gods of these human beings they con~ 
shall I go rrom thy Spmt? says the founded them with the sun, and wor
royal singer; "Or whither shall I .flee ship of Baal was sun-worship. 
from thy presence? IfI as~ecnd up mto That there was an inspimtion attend
heav.en, thou ,art th,,_ere. . _:1 ~ma~? my ing this worship ca~not be doubted. 
bed m hell, ?eh~ld .,~ou art tnere. The prophets prophesied by Baal-and 

After all is said, still perhaps, gentle- Baal is every where spoken, of as a real 
n;ion will .ha:e to abate s.ometh}ng ?f.na- personage; and put in oppo~ition to God. 
t~ve preJudice, and pride or. 0~1mon. Baal had prophets and prrns.ts, and all 
'Ihe immortal Son of :M:an did it, and classes of mediums under hrn control. 
the l~amed. Paul, an~ an illust~ious lir:e The prophets had no more wisdom than • 
of samts, martyrs and heroes smce their fortune tellers of the present day. The 
day. Spiritualists are not saints nor he- inspiration, whatever it was and is, is 
roes. identical. The proof accumulates1 as we 

This view of the source and nature follow sacred history, that Baal was the 
of Spiritual manifestations explains the devil. M:ilton makes him of many dev
severity of the Ii'fosaic law against them ils. Connected with his worship was a 
and against the nations who practiced complete representation of the whole 
the forbidden rites. God is never catalogue of modern mediums and mani
charged with injustice for destroying festations-those who used divination, 
Sodom with fire, and the cause for de- observers of times, enchanters, witches, 
straying the Canaanites was as great, as crharmers, consu1ters with familiar spir
will be seen by the 18th chapter of Le- its, wizards and necromancers. Moses 
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in enumerating ~hese.mediums and their 

· practices says, "because of these things 
the Lord God doth drive them [the na
tions] out before thee;" and 'he contin
ues, "Thou shalt be perfect with the 
Lord thy God. Bor .these nations which 
thou _shalt possess hearkened unto ob
servers of times, and unto diviners; but 
as for thee, the J~ord thy God hath not 
suffered thee to do so. The J~ord thy 
God will raise up unto thee a prophet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, 
like unto me; unto him shall ye heark
en." The New Testament construes this 
promise as referring to Christ. The 
promise is made a reason for condemning 
those spiritual practices that had brought 
such degradation to the former inhabit
ants. The argument deducible is: If 
the practice of spiritualism was sufficient 
cause for the destruction of those hea
then nations, and the like practice for
bidden to Israel because God was in
tending to send them a teacher, can· 
those practices be restored after that 
teacher has come? After his words 
have been the law of the nations for 
eighteen centuries, and every child 
schooled into them, can he and his works 
be set aside and the old heathenish 
practices restored with impunity ? And, 
too, ·with the avowed purpose of over
throwing Christ's authority? Baal has 
changed his· name-his character is the 
same. 

God's character is the sarne. He is a 
jealous God. It i.s a reasonable assertion 
that Spiritualism will call down the 
judgments of heaven, and that they will 
be severe in porportion to the light sinned 
ngainst. 

"God a tutelar divinity"-fulfilling 
threatenings and promises from age to 
age-a covenant keeping God. What 
nation ever had a tutelar god to shew 
such care for it by such iaws, such 
victories, such proll')ises and provi
sions for its future through ail time. It 
is from sheerest ignorance that Spiritu
alists can foi; a moment hold to such a 
theory. (And all oft.hem cannot be ig
norant ris we have seen). They do not 
know nor care to know that Israel is to 
this day the especial care of Jehovah. 

But Christians do not know' or care to 
know it, and this gives cause for the 
vain speculations that flood all literature, 
and all systems of faith and philosophy. 
That fact is a key to philosophy, and 
men who do not recognize it but waste 
their time. 

"Can a woman forget her sucking 
child? * * * They may forget, but I 
will not forget thee. Behold I have en
graven thee upon the palms of my hands:" 
and the prints of the nails will remai.11 in 
his palms, till he come to his gathered 
people. 

In what I have written I will presume 
to say I have met, refuted and disposed 
of the whole of the claims of Spiritual
ism. It is hatred of the God of the 
Jews. I have shown why and how it 
always did hate him, and that nothing is 
more natural than that it should hate 
him now. This hatred is its life. Take 
this thought out of it and it has no ral
lying cry, no- purpose, no head. Its 
philosophy cannot stand alone. Its mor
ality cannot be trusted.,. It is nothing 
if not critical. 

Take from latter day spiritualism its 
infidelity, its immorality and its blasphe
my, and it resolves at once into the po
etic fictions of the Pagan world, and the 
vagaries and mummeries of .the middle 
age. 'Vhat follows, therefore, will be 
chiefly history, [and-for the ::mke of 
brevity-opinion. s. F. W. 

®n Kei1'01·~rc~© J:n tlne (;Jllmu·d•. 
Br. Joseph has invited those who 

think they have weightier objections to 
the reform proposed, (of voting in con
ference), than those he named in Jfe1·
ald of February 1st, to present them 
for consideration, I giue the following: 

1. It is a law of mind that we lose 
interest, if we ever b.ad any, in those 
topics in which we never participate. 

2. Men's politics never get much 
better than their religion. 

3. History repeats itself from genera
tion to generation, both in church and 
state, the thing that has been, is that 
which shall 'be. And the cause of the 
decline and fall of every nation that has 
fallen has been serfdom, or slavery; 
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and the cause of the fall of every chmch, 
(churches of Christ, not churches of 
men), has been priestly assumption. 

4. It is not sections of country we 
wish represented, but the Saints, the 
entire body of Christ from head to foot. 

It is as impossible for one privileged 
dass to represent the church as it is 
for one man to do it; or for the hand to 
:represent the foot;, or the eye the ear. 
It is impossible for those who have al
ways been free, to know what it is to 
walk in fetters; for those who always 
csleep on beds of roses, to know what it 
is to drink life's bitter cup without the 
sugar. It is impossible for one class to 
enter every corner of the human heart, 
or look at life from every point of view. 
I am aware that it is easier to find er
rors than to find remedies. The plan 
proposed might do very well for a while, 
for I hope we have enough good men 
at the head to prevent any serious 
wrong, but are we sure that we will have 
ten years hence. We are allowed to 
choose our representatives, but not from 
the body, but from a class, and that 
class as near the head as possible; which 
means the best talkers~ If we were 
sure always to have good men at the 
head, it might do; but the mistakes of 
good men often work more harm than 
the crimes of bad ones. 

one received a revelation which was 
not presented to the body for their sane-' 
tio~, but was whispered among the 
privileged upper class, and fostered in 
secret chambers until it became strong; 
then was forced upon those who knew 
they 'must vote as they were told, or be 
cut off. And we have the word of this 
same upper class, that "we have women 
here that like anything better than the 
celestial law." They would compel 
them to keep silent in the Church and 
vote as they were told; but they would 
not prevent them from talking it to their 
husbands, their daughters, their neigh
bors and saying that they "had not seen 
a day's happiness since they became ac
quainted with it." 

Brethren, you will soon meet again 
in conference, and this question will be 
again brought up; let me give you a 
text. "vVe have no case on record where 
one' man, who really was a servant of 
God and not a usurper, has led entirely 
astray, but a privileged class always 
has." 

There have been a good many reforms 
suggested of late, and though conference 
has acted on few of them, yet the Saints, 
ever modest and quick to take a hint, 
accept and act upon them, insomuch 
that even in our social meetings they 
talk.like men and women in fetters, as 

Bad men always claim that they are though they feared that they would say 
carrying out the policy of some good something that some one else ought to 
one. Every usurper that has ever mis- have said, or do something that some 
represented Christ and the Church, from one else should have done. I fear, 
]='ope Alexander IV. to Brigham Young, that if we reform much more in that 
has claimed to be just like Paul, only a directi0n, the body of Christ will be so 
little better, and quote some of his say- covered with resolutions and boundary 
ings to prove it. Ever since the first lines l:ietween castes and grades, that we 
article on voting in conference appeared I will lose sight of the liberty whereunto 
in the Heralcl I have tried to· look at God hath called us; and it will take all 
it from every point of view accessible to \ our spare time to learn which round of 
me; and for every one reason w_hy noi:e the gospel ladder we stand upon. 
but Eidem should vote, and I admit If it were sections of country we 
that there are some, I ~ave found two wished represented, it would be unjust 
why none but the President should de- for all to vote who might attend confer
clare ichctt is the law of the Church. ence; but one branch will come nearer 

-All who favor Elders' conferenc0s, representing every branch, than one 
suppose cases that never did, nor never I class will come representing every class, 
will happen; to offset which, let me I am not a believer in tlie theory that, 
give one that did happen. Som. c time I ~hat government is. best which governs 
.between the years 1843 and 1852, some itself, but I do believe that the more 
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form, ceremony and ret_. tape (other 
than is necessary to guar-:1 the Saints 
from being humbugged by those "who 
say they are apostles and are not") there 
is in religion, the less spiritual life and 
power. 
- I have tried to be unbiased, and de
sire nothing but the best good of Saints j 
and from the history-of the past and the 
omens of the present, I believe that we 

· should have universal suffrage, or the 
absolute authority of one thoroughly 
good man. · 

It is a great thing to be a reformer, 
brethren; but in reforming yourself, 
place no needless fetters upon those 
who love the cause of Christ no lass 
than you. 

It is a great thing to be a teacher. 
As you would·' teach, be kind enough to 
hear. 

I hope the above will not be under
stood as that I accuse those who favor 
exclusize elders' conferences, of arro
gance, or a desire to rule. I believe 
that most, and I hope all of them, desire 
nothing but the best good of the Saints, 
and that all things should be done ac
cording to the will of God. And, as they 
are honest themselves, I hope they will 
be kind enough to. believe that it is 
nothing but a desire to protect the 
Church from bad men, who may here
after creep into Meses' seat, as they 
have done heretofore, which leads me 
to think it wiser to guard against what 
always happens, than to suppose a case 
that never did happen. i'foP..1110.NrA. ------------

The Ah· We Breathe. 
One of the most startling things in 

life is the little attention we pay to the 
laws of our being, particularly to the 
law of ventilation. This is confined to 
no class or station in society; although 
many books have been published treat
ing on this subject, yet the evil con
tinues unabated. 

To enter a lecture room, church, or 
soc~al gathering of any description, or 
even a private house, is in many cases 
at the risk of health and perhaps life. 
The houses of the present day are built, 
generally, without the least regard to 

the circulation of fresh air for breath
ing, one of the most ir:iportant func
tions of the human body. 

The writer has attended lectures on 
the evils of bad ventilation, delivered 
by learned professors, where the rooms 
were so close, and the air so foul from 
the breath of the number of persons 
present, as to occasion nausea and vio
lent headache. This is significant. 

Many persons become so accustomed to 
breathing impure air as to be but little 
troubled by its presence, and foolishly 
think it does them no injury; but if they 
would examine closely into the actual 
state of their health, they would find 
that many ills that "flesh is heir to" 
have their origin in impure air. It is 
stated on the highest authority that 
twenty-five per cent. of civilized people 
die of diseases caused by foul air. 

Professor Scott, of New York, asserts 
that all diseases have their origin as 
parasites, and as such are taken into the 
system by the mouth. Professor Tyn
dall, of London, experimenting with the 
air found in the cleanest and purest part 
of London-after repeated washings with 
acids and alkalies, found some little 
motes or bubbles in the glass tube which 
could not be driven off nor destroyed; 
these he concluded were the· germs of 
_diseases which float in the "air ready to 
be breathed into the system. 

Dr. George Sigerson, of Dublin, 
found in the air of an iron foundry a 
black friable dust, made up of particles 
of iron, ash, and carbon; carbon furnish
ing the largest proportion. The ash 
particles were reddish and white, or 
opaque; some transparent with a glassy 
fracture, and were regarded as glass re
sult.fog from the fusion of saud in the 
welding process. An extremely fine 
powder-the dust of dust-was examin
ed for germs or spores, but it presented 
shape and color identical with the other 
matter. In the air of a. shirt factory 
were found fine threads and fragments 
of cotton and linen with a few ova. In 
the air of an oat mill, fibres were seen 
in unexpected numbers, together with 
minute fragments of the hull and a 
few granules of starch. Near a thresh-
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ing mill some smut balls were found in the prevailing> wind. In the case of 
the air. The air of a flax mill was found rye plants, the ~talks were green, a few 
to be especially deleterious;' fine par- inches from the 'roots, while above this 
ticles, together with pointed particles of the color was gray and the flowers did 
hard and brittle wood were seen; so that not fructify. Potatoes appeared as if 
direct injury were done to the lungs and they had been attacked by the potatoe 
concretions formed by the filaments. disease, and plants of all kinds showed 
'The mill people were great sufferers evident signs of more or less injury. The 
from this cause. The air of a printing English Health of Towns Commission, 
office contained minute particles of after many careful experiments upon the 
metal, principally antimony. Dust taken air breathed by large masses of people, say 
from eleven feet above the floor of the that the atmospheres of large manufac
Jlrinting office, was analyzed by Profess- turing cities, is in reality, less injurious 
or Sullivan, and found to contain anti- than the air of close and unventilated 
mony, but no lead. The air of a hair rooms occupied by human beings. Thus 
dressing saloon contained scales and I in the city of Manchester the factory 
minute' hairs; in the room where the chimneys throw out daily 2,000 tons of 
machine hair brush was used the amount I carbonic acid gas, and yet the air is not 
was proportionately increased. seriously contaminated. , 

. Tobacco smoke examined with . the I The greatest enemy to man is his 
nucroscop~ i;;as . found ~o hol~ h~tle \ own breath, as has been proved by a 
~lob_ule.s o. mcotine, floating ana wlml- table prepared by the "Health Commis
mg Ill it. I sion." The number of parts of carbon-

"Quite recently the subject of the ic acid is given as follows: Pure atmos
gasses produced by locomotive engines pheric air contains 4 parts of carbonic 
has occupied the attention of humanita- acid; streets of large cities 6 parts; 
rians; especi~Jly, from their action on stables 7; pit of comic opera house at 
the system when passing through under- Paris 15; near ceiling of opera house 
ground tunnels. The surplus carbonic 28; asylums 17; hospitals 30; dormi
gasses evolved being not on1y very disa· tory of same at night 52; bedroom on 
greeable, but exerting an irritating effect rising in the morning 48; same after 
on the mucus membrane of the eye and. two hours of ventilation 16; railway 
nose. It has been lately suggested _as a I carriages 34; workshops 19; lecture 
satisfactory method of overcoming this hall 32; and a well filled school room 
effect, to make use of certain metalic 72 parts of carbonic acid. 
oxides; either in solution or otherwise, The principal object of breathing is to 
with whi_ch the gasses in question are free the system from the worn out par
brought m conta?t and decomposed or . ticles of the principal substances that 
absorbed. Caustic soda, among other compose the human body. Besides 
~.ubsta.nces, is s~~d to be best adapted several metals, sulphur and phosphorus, 
for this purpose. which contribute to the formation of 

The chemical aspect of gases of va- the frame; there are four different kinds 
rious manufacturing establishments has of matter combining in various propor
frequently be.en the subject of investi- tions, composing nearly the whole mass 
gation on the health of plants and ani- of every animal. The first is carbon, 
mals in the vicinity. It has been shown oxygen, which supports life and com
that serious injury may result therefrom. bustion, and one of the constituents of 
In the course of recent inquiry in a vil- the air we breathe. Nitrogen, a gas 
lage near Berlin, Prussia, it was found which will not support life or combus
that vegetation was seriously affected tion, also a constituent of the air, and 
over a circle covering an area of from hydrogen one of the constituents of 
2,202 to 6,500 feet; the establishment the water. Now, as these four sub
occupying the focus of an ellipse of nox· stances comprise nearly tbe whole ani
ious action elongated in the direction of rnal, and as the particles of all parts of 
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the animal require to be taken by ab- will do-put into it a small quantity of 
~orption from time to time, to be carried lime water; that is, the clear water off of 
into the circuhttion and rejected from slacked lime, get a small glass, .or tin, or 
the body, it follows that the blood, as it wood tube, about six inches long and one
travels through the capiliaries in the half inch in bore, put it into the bottom 
substances of the different organs, be- of the glass; now fill the lungs to their 
comes sq impure from these four sub- utmost capacity, then blow through the 
stances, as to require to be continually tube into the glass until the lungs are 
purified from them, and as the arteries emptied, the clear lime water will be
are the organs that convey the blood to come cloudy and turbid, and instead of 
all parts of the body, in its pure state, Hme water in the glass you will have 
to nourish the frame, while the lymphat- carbonate of lime from the union of the 
ics which empty into the veins, and the carbonic acid from the lungs and the 
capillaries themselves which receive all lime in solution in the vessel. This 
the worn out matter, it is in the veins simple experiment will serve to show 
that you would expect the blood most in how much poison a person passes into 
need of purification. The oxygen and the air at every emptying of the lungs. 
hydrogen are easily discharged from the "460,800 cubic inches of air, or 266,
body in the form of water, or watery 66 feet, are required by the lungs of an 
vapor, in the sensible and insensible per- ordinary adult human being in twenty
spiration and other secretions. The ni- four hours. 10,666 cubic inches will 
trogen escapes in many ways from the become carbonic acid; 2,386,27 grains, 
body. But the carbon is not so easily or 5,45 ounces of carbon. This gives 
got rid of. Now a part of the carbon is 96,6 grains per hour produced by one 
got rid of in the secretion of bile. In adult."-Philosophical Magazine. 
order to free the blood of the excess of Carbonic acid when diffused through 
carbon, it is necessary that the blood be the air to any great amount, is fatal to 
brought to the external air, that the animal life; for it prevents the dry ex
carbon may unite with the oxygen of cretion by the lungs of that which has 
the air; for it is well known among i alre~dy been formed in the body, and 
chemists that wherever the living blood the latter accumulates in the blood and 
is thus placed, the carbon will unite exercises a depressing influence on the 
with the oxygen and form carbonic acid. various actions of the body especially on 
Wherever a portion of air has been the nervous system. The usual propor
breathed by an animal it is found that tion is not more than one in 1000, but 
a part of the oxygen has disappeared when this is increased to one in 100 
and a proportionate amount of carbonic parts, its injurious effects will be felt in 
acid has taken its place. headache, languor and depression of the 

Carbonic acid exists in a fixed state system. Now as an adult throws off in 
in vast quantities as a part of the com- twenty-four hours about* ten cubic feet 
positions of limestone or marble. It is of carbonic acid-if he were confined in 
composed of one part of carbon and two a room ten feet square and ten feet high, 
parts of oxygen. '!_'his p:as is inodorous, containing 1000 cubic feet, in one hour 
colorless, and elastic. It is an extin- he would communicate to the air as much 
guisher of burning bodies; and is 80 as one in 100 hundred parts of poison 
deadly that a small quantity mixed with from the lungs, provided no exchange 
the air destroys animal life. It is given *Dr. Henry estimated that an adult person makes 
off f b · b d" t 1 on an average twenty inspirations per minute, and rom urnrng 0 1es, s oves, amps, draws into the lungs at each inspiration twenty cubic 
gas lights, and all impure air where inches of air. Peclet allows forty cubic inches for 

1 l · t J • ] each inspiration. Taking the mean of the two estib 
peop e Crowe ln 0 C OSe rooms lS strong J mates, we have six hundred cubic inches inspired per 
impregnated with this deadly gas. minute. But according to Dr. Arnott, air expelled 

from the lungs is found to vitiate so as to render unb 
To show how much of thi~ deadly gas fit for respiration, twelve times its own bulk of purn 

air. Dr. D. B. Reid, found from observation, that not 
a person throws off from the lungs, take a less than ten cuhicfeet should be allowed to each per· 
small glass vessel-& plain thin tumbler son, in order to insure healthful >entilation.-Brande's 

Encyclopedia, 
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took place with the outer air. Now, it 
is evident that if twenty.four persons 
should occupy the same spa?e for one 
hour they would poison the air a~ mu~h 
in one hour as one person would m 
twenty-four hours~ Now suppose 1200 
persons to remain in a church or hall 
tor two hours, they will have produced 
1000 cubic feet of carbonic acid gas in 
that time. Let the dimensions of the 
church or hall be 80 feet long, 50 feet 
broad, and 25 feet high, then its cubical 
contents will be 80x50x25 01; 100,000 
cubic feet and thus an amount of car-

. bonic acid' equal to 1-1000 part of the 
whole will have been communicated to 
such a building in two hours'" by the 
action of 1200 pairs of lungs if no 
means of ventilatiOn be provided and if 
stove, heater, lamps or ligh!s of any 
kind be used, the amount will be propor
tionately increased. Carbon is derived 
from sugars, starches, fatty, and other ar
ticles of food. 

"lYI. Forder states that in the year 1 
1806, a family residing at Marseilles, I 
consisting of seven persons, were all ren
dered apoplectic, in cons~quenco of 
breathing cal'bonic acid, which was ex
tracted from an oven in the yard of the 
house, where limetone was burning. The 
gas h9.d come into the house through 
the doors and windows, and by some 
means it was found during the night 
that the family were in danger, and tbe 
alarm was given, but not in time for 
one to escape. In the morning all 
seven were found in different places, one 
on the stairs one on the steps of the 
door, with h~1ps in their hands in the 
attitude of flight, but the deadly gas had 
taken away their strength and put out 
their lio·ht"s. They all appeared to have. 
fallen down of ap~plexy while attempt-

rsr* If v·rn assume with Lavorsies and Segrnn, in order 
to obtain a foundation for our calculation that an 
adult man receives into h~s system daily ~2Y2 oz., 
(46,037 cubic inches-15,661 grains French 've1ght): of 
oxygen, and that the ';hole In.as~ of his blood of wh1ch 
80 per cent. is water, ts 24 lbs., it then ap.pears from 
the known composition of the blooll, that In, orde_r to 
convert the whole of its carbon and hydrogen into 
carbonic acid (Yas and water, 64.103 grains of oxygen 
are required. 

0
This quantity will be taken into the 

system of an adult in four days and five hours. * ~ * 
it follows that an adult, taking moderate exercise 
consumes 13.9 oz. of carbon daily. 2.1his 13 and 9-10 ot' 
carbOn escapes through the skin anti lun~s as carbon-
ic acid gas.-Leib'ig. ' 

ing to escape by flight. Five were dead 
beyond recovery, but the other two were 
brought to life." -

"All have heard of the horrible suffer
ing of the prisoners confined in the eel· 
ebrated Black Hole at Calcutta, where 
146 British subjects were confined in a 
cell 18 feet square, having but two win
dows, both on one side, so that ventila
tion was impossible. Scarcely was the 
door shut on the prisoners than their 
tortures commenced, and in a short time 
a mad and terrible struggle ensued to 
get to the window. Within two hours 
the survivors lay in the silence of apo· 
plectic stupor, and at the end of six 
hours ninety-six were relieved by death, 
the most ghastly and horrible sight ever 
exposed to the gaze of mortal. Twenty. 
three only were found alive in the morn
ing, many of whom subsequently died of 
putrid fever, caused by the dreadful ef. 
flu via and corruption of the air." 

There is an anecdote of Crabbe, the 
poet, who, when a boy, was sent to school 
;t Bungay. Soon after his arrival he 
had a narrow escape of his life. He and 
his companions had been playing at 
soldiers, and being .detected were put, 
by way of punishment, into a large dog 
k~nnei. Crabbe entered and the place 
was soon crowded full of the offenders. 
In a few minutes the air became pesti
lential; Crabbe shrieked out that he was 
suffocating, at last in despair he struck 
the boy next, to him violently on the 
hand. ''Crabbe is dying! Crabbe is dy
ing," roared the sufferer. The sentinel 
alarmed, opened the door, and the boys 
rushed out. "In a minute more," said 
Crabbe "and I should have died." It 
is this' gai!, says Dr. Comstock, which 
kills so ~any people in the winter; . in 
consequence of warming close rooms 
with charcoal in open vessels. In such 
cases, the coal, or carbon, takes the oxy
gen from the air, leaving only the nitro
gen, which will not. support life; but 
this is not all, the air is not only de
prived of its oxygen, but uniting with 
the charcoal forms an absolute poison. 
This when pure, causes death when 
taken into the lungs, by producing a 
spasm of the glottis, entirely closing ,the 
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'Passage to the lungs, and when mixed I becomes heavy and descends to the low
with the air in sufficient proportions to er part of the house into the cellar to 
be ~ake~ into th~ lungs, acts .as a nar- be sent again over' the house during 
cohc pornon, caus.rng loss of sight and ll the se9ond day more poisonous than the 
str~ngth~ s?~pens10n of respiration, final- first day. Day after day this is repeat
'ly msens1b1hty and death." ed, only on each repetition its poison is 

It is not alone the presence of carbon- more concentrated than before. Can it 
ic acid in the air which renders it unfit be wondered at that people contract 
for breathing, but other disagreeable scrofulous diseases and consumption, and 
odors, as exhalations from the skin old those rise in the morning irritable, ner
clothes, rags, decaying matter, ~ases vous, and vent their ill-humor on whom 
emanating from plants and flowers, etc. they!should love and honor, with head
The amount of fluid given off by the in- ache and prostration of the entire sys
:numerable pores of the bodv, furnish no tern. The breathing of vitiated air is 
inconsiderable amount of the poison in one of the chief causes of scrofula, as 
th~ air. The am?unt given off by the can be proved by t~e united testimony 
skm and lungs m twenty-four hours of hundreds of scientrfic me.n. The hab
probably averages three or four pounds. it_ that many people have of sleeping 
The largest all_!ount ever noticed, except with the head under the bed covering 
under extraordinary circumstances, was has the same result, because they are 
five pounds, and the smallest two and two- compelled to re breathe their own breath. 
third pounds. It contains a small amount If people will continue to poison them
of solid animal matter· beside that of selves in this manner, at least teach 
other secretions of the 'skin which are your children to do differentlv; teach 
mingled with it, and there i~ good reas- th~rn that no morbid or blo~d-fouled 
on to think that this excretion is of bemg can as such enjoy happiness in 
much importance in carryina off certain the celestial kingdom of God, because 
substances which would be injurious if there is such a sympathy existing be
oallowed to remain in the blood. tween the spiritual and animal nature of 

One of the uses of the carbonic gases man as to preclude .its possibility. "He 
is the nourishment of plants. The gas- who would. wor~hrp. God. ~cceptably, 
es are absorbed by their leaves during must ;~vorsh1~ him m . spmt and m 
the day; but at night they absorb oxy- trnth;. that rn, ~y obeyrng all the laws 
gen and return to the air the carbonic of purity and holiness, and so on to per
acid; hence the poisonous influence of fection .. You may differ from me in 
plants in a sleeping room or chamber of t~ese thrngs as :i;o.u may; per hap~ con
an invalid. Much suffering, no doubt. sider those as spmtual results w~rnh I 
has its origin in this cause. ' regard as natu~al. I protest m _the 

On the a roach of the cold weather name of hurnamty and _of G?d agamst 
people begi~p to make their houses ai; tl!e cruelty of parents m this respect. 
,+

1
• O'ht by ca ef II 1 · ll . Little ones who have not the power or 

., 0 , r u y c osmg a opemngs k I d k 
through wh'ich a·r ·· ht t d .1 now e ge to ta e care of themselves, 

J I m1g en er an nm - b' d . h f . h · 
fog strips of list on the doors' the are are ~u J~cte ·' mg t a ter mg t, to ~he 
then comfortable for the wint'er. ~ow p~stilential air of bed-chambers, reek~ng 
·what "ollows th h . . with foul odors, and so the foundatrnn 

i• ,-suppose e ouse is f d" · I · · 
warmed• by heaters-remember the eel- o: isease is aid. Par~nts, did God. 
lar windows are hermeticall sealed. give you th~ power of. life and death 
'On the first d th · Y t" 1 over your children. Thmk, fathers and ' ay- e air compara ive y h . . 
pure is heated and sent to all parts of mot ers, you are ro?bmg.you; c~1ldren 
the house-now in the night the heater of health; nay, of life, of their nght to 
being covered u less he~t is sent do ~ood and be happy-:-consequently of 
throu""h the ho!s'e and their free agency. Thmk, fathers; and 

0 , , as a conse- th bb' h f 
,quence the air becomin colder and be- you! mo e~s, ~ou are. ro mg ~ em o 
,ing charged with vapo gf th 1 their coust1tut10nal right to "life and 

r rom e ungs th ·• f h · " h' · h ' e pursufo o apprness, t is rn t e 
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land of the free, parents to become the the true cause remains unsuspected, but 
executioners of their own children. I which might be cured by a proper at
appeal to you by the ties of a common tention to the waste pipes. The effects .. 
humanity; by the love you bea~ your of sulphureted hydrogen vary with its 
children; in the name of him who died degree of strength. If strong it acts like 
for all, let not this thing be. a narcotic, and the person faints, but is. 

"The recent illness of the Prince of restored if taken at once into the fresh 
Wales has called the attention of the air, and on the application of stimulants 
English scientific journals to the subject and cold water douche. There is always 
of indoor ventilation. It is believed more or less nausea even though the gas· 
that the foul air of the public sewers be very weak. Its poisonous effect is 
obtains admission into houses through doubtless due to its absorption by the 
soil pipes and bath room pipes, when blood and the subsequent action on th& 
connected with subterranean drains. The iron of the dises whereby that fluid loses 
remedy proposed, is to place the sink& its color and becomes black. 
or traps outside the walls of houses, and The test by which this gas may be de
to employ charcoal strains and filterers. tected in the air of a room is very sim
The numerous small pipes it is recom- pie. Take the white unprinted margin 
mended should be collected and made to of a paper, moisten it with a solution of" 
discharge their contents into a closed sugar of lead, and suspend it in the 
well so that the sewer gas cannot be room to be tested. If the air contains' 
driven back into the house."-Philadel- even a faint trace of this sewer gas the 
phia Ledger. paper grows darker and finally becomes 

Sulphureted hydrogen is a transparent black. The rapidity with which the 
elastic gas; it is nauseating and unpleas- change occurs, gives data for finding the 
ant in its odor, resembling rotten eggs; amount of gas present. The air of the 
in fact eggs do contain a small quantity room may at the same time be compared' 
of sulphur which on boiling is conve.rted with that of the street, by suspending 
into sulphureted hydrogen. This gas is another strip of leaded paper outside 
instantly fatal to animal life when pure one of the windows in such a position 
and even when diluted with 1500 times that it may be in the shade all the time. 
its bulk of air, has been found so deadly The best mode of ventilation yet dis
as to destroy a small bird in a few sec- covered, was the open fireplaces of our 
onds. It is combustible and burns with fathers. Let those people remember 
a pale blue flame though it instantly ex- that an open fire that sends a third of 
tinguishes flame. This gas is generated the heat up the chimney is the best 
in sinks, drains and pools during the de- ventilator for a moderate sized room,. 
composition of animal matter. and the heat lost up the chimney is the· 

Light carburetted hydrogen is found price paid for it. 
to exist in stagnant pools or ditches, and Another simple mode of ventilation> 
may sometimes be found mixed with the is mentioned by recent writers, which is 
air of houses situated near such spots. to fasten a piece <1f wood-about three· 
It is fatal to animal life and a nonsup- inches wide and the length of the sash 
porter of combustion, but is inflammable. rail-to the upper part or rail of the· 
It burns with a blue flame. Mixed with upper sash, which, causing a correspond
atmospheric air it is explosive. ing opening where the upper an

0
d lower 

There can be but little doubt that the sashes meet, allows the passage of fresh 
prolonged nausea from which some peo- air. This is a very simple plan and ean, 
sons suffer and which often ends in dis- be adopted universally. No persow 
pepsia, is frequently due to the presence should allow themselves to become usew 
of sulphureted hydrogen which finds an to the breathing of impure air for many 
entrance through the waste pipes of obvious reasons which will become ap~ 
buildings and while the sufferers and parent on second thought. In the first. 
physician's vainly seek for a remedy \ place, it don't pay, because it ruins the· 
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health and consequently the happiness 
of the individual, requiring the frequent 
attention of a physician, which costs 
money and time. Secondly, a person in 
ill health can see nothing beautiful in 
the world; all is colored by their own 
internal feelings. Thirdly, he is a sni
·cide, and, consequently, a mivrderer; 
because he violates the natural law of 
health and of God ; for God is the crea
tor of these immutable laws and will 
not hold him guiltless who violates them 
knowingly. In the beginning God cre
ated man with power to live long and 
happily; but without a strict adherence 
to th~se he can neither live long nor 
happily. 

The Lord, we are told, delights not in 
the death or ll\isery of any of his cr:ea
tures. Can he behold with pleasure the 
.sight of his children dying; stupidly and 
in ignorance of the simplest law of life; 
with the blood foul with poison and 
corruption? Children brought into the 
world with a heritage of disease and 
misery, marked with the hand of death 
fo exist a few brief years and then fade 
away, a shame to the father who begot 
them and a misery to themselves. Are 
the Saints blameless in these things? 

The united testimony of scientfic men 
has this one burden, "that the constant 
violation of the laws of health is the 
chief cause of nearly ·all the misery and 
crime in the world. The reason is sim
ple. Men and women who thus live at 
war with their own health, become dis
eased and enervated and can not be the 
.parents of healthy offspring; for the dis
eases of the parents are transmitted to 
the child, and the offspring of such are 

.deformed, scrofulous, consumptive, im
becile, insane, or morally depraved. 

·The result is inevitable, it can not be 
avoided, but by a return to the laws of 
purity and health. It is the fiat of the 
.great Jehovah. 

Brethren, we as Saints have no sym
pathy with medicines or doctors; let the 

·world at large do as it pleases. Breth
ren, God has left the wicked to the de
vices of their own hearts and the corrup
tion of their own bodies unto the day of 
destruction that disease and death may 
'sweep them from the earth, preparatory 

to its possession by the saints of the most 
high. Brethren, remember the angel's 
cry, "Come out of her, my people, that 
ye partake not of her sins, and receive 
not her plagues, for her sin hath reach
ed unto heaven, and God hath remem
bered her iniquities." Return to the 
simple laws of purity, and remember if 
you do not, you cannot escape the 
plagues and frightful diseases decreed 
by the Most High against the wicked. 
Perhaps the reason why the ministrations 
of the elders are of so little efficacy among 
the Saints, is because many live in open 
violation of the laws of life and cannot 
be cured, but by a complete overturning 
of the present law of nature. Brethren, 
this is a subject worthy of the higher 
consideration of those who wish to walk 
with Jesus in a purified world. Breth
ren, under all circumstances breathe 
nothing but the pure unadulterated air of 
heaven. It is given to you without 
grudge or stint. Will ye take it and 
live? or will you die? 

This is an apt translation by Long
fellow from the German of Uhland: 

Air, sunshine, and repose, 
Slam the door on the doctor's nose. 

This brings me back to my subject, 
"Follow your nose." It is a noble lead
er. "It is highly sensitive to odor of 
the most poisonous substances. It read
ily detects hemlocks, henbane, monks
hood, and the plants containing prussic 
acid. It recognizes the fetid smell of' 
drains, and warns us not to smell pol
luted air. The nose is so sensitive; that 
the 200,000 part of bromide vapor will 
be detected by it. It will recognize the 
13,000,000 part of a grain of the otto of 
rose, or the 15,000,000 part of a grain 
of musk. It tells us in the morning 
that our bedrooms are impure, and 
catches the first fragrance of t,he morn
ing air, and conveys to us the invitation 
of the flowers to go forth into the fields 
and enjoy their sweet breath. To be 
led by the nose has hitherto been used 
as a term of reproach; but to have a 
good nose, and to follow its guidance, is 
one of the shortest and safest ways to 
the enjoyment of health." 

·Brethren, in conclusion we say, "FOL-
LOW YOUR NOSE." . liYGIA. 
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The Book oti Doctl•ii.ne and persons may be awakened from an endless 
Coven~ants, and tile Book sleep, by the interposition of G-od, they 

of l'l.Io1·mon do Ha.r- may likewise be delivered from "endless 
n11oniize, punishment," by a like interposition. 

In the Iierald for February l~t, an In Alma 19 : 10, we read that Adam, 
effort is made to pro:e tha~ the Doctrine I because of ~is trai_isgression, '·became 
and Covenants conflicts with the Book lost forever;' yet m the contexts we 
of Jiformon, and that the Doctrine and learn of the fact and of the means by 
Covenants is not reliable. Permit us to which man was to be redeemed from his· 
say that in respect to "eternal torment," lost and fallen state. 
and the length of time wicked persons The Justice of God doomed the sinner 
may suffer it, the testimonies of the two to "an endless sleep,'' to be "lost forever;" 
books are identical. hence, to "eternal punishment,'' or, "eter-

The Doctrine and Covenants 18 : 2, nal torment;" but .the mercy of G-od was 
says, that "eternal punishment is G-od's interposed to deliver him from this "end
punishment," by which we are to under- less sleep,'' and from "eternal punish
stand that it speaks of the nature, and ment,'' on conditions of repentance. 
quality of that punishment, rather than When a man commits iniquity he' 
of the extent of time that the wicked st!lps in under the curse and b'ecome& 
are to endure it; and that though the the subject of God's punishment, "which 
wicked endure "eternal torment," or is eternal punishment;" but when he 
"eternal punishment," they may never- breaks off his si.ns by righteousness,'' "and 
theless be released from it, and deliver- -does that which is lawful and right," he· 
ed out of it. places himself under the shielding pow-

N ow the Book of Mormon teaches er of mercy, and is released from condi
precisely the same thing. The Prophet tions of punishment. So that, man be
Alma said to his son Helaman, Alma 17: ing "lost forever," through sin, yet he· 
2, that at the time he was convicted of may be restored by God. And though 
his sins against God and his people. "the justice of G-od consigned them 

"I was racked with eternal torment, for my forever to be cut off from his pres-
soul was harrowed up to the greatest degree " (Al 19 12) h · d 
and racked with all my sins. Yea, I did re- ence, ma : ' yet t e WIS om 
member all my sins and iniquities, for which and mercy of G-od provides a way of re-
I was tormented with the pains of hell." deeming them from that condition. 

Here was a man who suffered "eternal The slave in Georgia, in 1860, was 
torment,'' and yet was soon delivered doomed to endless bondage by the law of 
out of it; who was "tormented with the that state, but when his feet touched 
pains of hell," yet was presently released the shores of Canada, his shackles foll, 
therefrom. and he was then a free man. The 

Alma, then, for his "sins and iniqui- blacks in the southern states were sub
ties" was "tormented with the pains of ject, by law, to perpetual, eternal slav
hell," of which M. Harris "tasted" "in ery; but when President Lincoln pro
the least degree," D. 0. 18 : 2, and from claimed their freedom, their condition 
which both were delivered in the Lord's was reversed; the manacled slave was. 
good time. Inasmuch as Alma suffered now made free. 
"eternal torment," and yet was delivered A change in our state or situation, 
out of it, so may others as is revealed in works a change in our conditions. And' 
the vision, D. C. 76: 46. "G-od is no to this agree all the books-the Bible, 
respecter of persons." the Book of Mormon, and the Doctrine 

In Book of Mormon, 4: 6, we read and Covenants. ·when we misinterpret 
that the death and resurrection of Christ words and sentiments, or misapply them, 
"bringeth to pass a redemption from an fixing a meaning to them that was not 
endless sleep, from which sleep all men intended by their authors, and apply 
shall be awoke by the power of G-od, them in a manner different from their 
when the trump sbal! sound." Now if purpose, we err in our reasonings, and, 
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are faulty in our conclusions. To right
ly interpret an author we muot obtain 
from his works what he means, and what 
he intends. , . 

When we find in the Doctrine and 
Covenants what "endle~s punishment" 
really means, and how, and to what ex7 
tent it applies to man, by careful study 
of the Book of l'\1ormon we find similar 
teaching in respect to the same thing. 
So of "eternal torment," "forever," 
"eternally," and other words of similar 
import. There is no conflict between 
the books. w. w. B. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 

~Look Here.-Thesmall colored label with 
· your name printed on, shows the date to 

which your subscription is pl't.id. ].l;Jnn75 means· 
that your Herald subscription will run out on the 15th 
day of June, 1876. Renew subscription in time. 

JOSEPH SMITH, ( E 
HENRY A. STEBBINS, ) DITORS. 

Plano, :rn., June 1, 1876. 

THE removal of the Business Center of the 
Church to some place where it might be 
more cen~rally and permanently located 
has long been considered as but a work of 
time. That there has been and now is a 
necessity for such a concentration needs no 
argumeni. The only things to be consid. 
ed in the matter have been, and are still, 
the time when, the place where and how 
to accomplish the change. 

There have been several attempts to per
fect designs and accomplish a centraliza
tion. The latest of these, and apparently 
the one most promising of good results, was 
the appointment of the committee on loca.. 
tion last year. This not meeting the active 
cooperation which the members of the com
mittee deemed essential, as stated in their 
report, was discontinued; and a resolution 
was adopted asking those persons in whose 
hands the authority to decide as to such 
change had been placed by our Articles of 
Incorporation, to take "active steps" to se
cure the object desired. 

In compliance with this request, those 

persons met at the HERALD Office, in Pla
no, by agreement, on May 11th, and took 
the matter under advisement, and decided 
upon "active" measures, the progress and 
results, of which the Saints will be advised 
of in clue time. 

In justice to the former committee; and 
also to those whom the conference has ask
ed to act, and who propose to act, it should 
be said, that the time when, and the place 
where, were left absolittely to tfie discretion 
of those called to act in both cases. This 
is still the fact in reference to those or 
whom sonie steps, active steps are lequired; 
and while they will be thankful for pray
ers in their behalf that wisdom and grace 
may be given to them; and will be pleased 
to receive advice, and suggestions in regard 
to both time and locality, and how to pro
ceed in the performance of their duty, they 
do not hold themselves under obligation to· 
report specially to any except the body ap. 
pointing them. Furthermore, any and aU 
attempts to forstall the action of the per
sons reqnestecl to now take active steps; 
by inuenclo, as to their unfitness, or lack of 
knowledge of their duties, or by forecasting 
their decision, before their report and de
cision shall be published to the Saints by 
themselves, will but tend to embarrass and 
discourage them in discharging the diffi. 
cult yet necessary work clemanclllcl of them .. 
It is quite time that there was an approach-. 

ing to unanimity and harmony; but harmo
ny does not mean a constant turmoil and 
disturbance created by a minority, about 
matters decided by a strong majority; more 
especially when it is conceded by all, that 
that majority is composed of just as wise, 
able, conscientious, law loving and Goel 
fearing, and honest men as are the minori
ty. 

We believe that the leading men have 
tried, as officers, and as men, and as serv
ants of the Church, to bear with the cap
tious bickering and objection finding of 
those who either can not, or do not point 
out any better methods of doing what is. 
clemanclecl to be clone, than are those which 
they aid to deter and frustrate, until we be
lieve it to be time that a reproof is neces
sary. And we take this method of saying 
to the Saints that until they are assured: 
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there is good evidence to show that an ef
fort is being made to lead them captive to 
the will of man, there should be no suspi
don cast upon those men of whom you ex
pect public movements as leaders. 

THE mail from the west on ~fay 11th, 
brought a letter from Bro. Daniel Marriott, 
President of the Hunter River Branch, New 
South Wales; and also copies of the E·ven
ing News, 11'.liners' Advocate, and the Man
ning River Tirnes, all published in Austra-
1ia. From the last named we learned that 
Bro. Gland Rodger was preaching at Tin
-0nee and Cape Hawke, provincial towns 
·Of that Island of the sea. The following 
will convey an idea of what he is doing at 
Tinonee: 

"J osephites.-Mr. Rodger, according to 
announcement preached in the Town Hall, 
Tinonee, on Sunday evening last, to a 
·crowded congregation, and is stated to 
have eloquently explained the tenets of his 
1:Jelief." 

From the Cape Hawke correspondence 
-0f the Times we quote: 

I hear that Mr. Hodger intended to visit 
the Manning River, and I dare say if he 
·does he will get an overhauling. I know 
most of our leading people think a great 
<leal of Mr. Rogers, but as I hadn't the 
pleasure of hearing his eloquence, I can' 
give no opinion. But I must say I did'nt 
expect to see J osephites plant itself at Cape 
Hawke. Who can say after this how far the 
·celebrity of Joe Smith may extend in time. 
I hear we are to have another minister visit 
us, but I forget the name, but as he is to 
come from the Manning I suppose you 
'know his name." 

The same mail brought a clipping from 
the Ha1'lan (Iowa) Herald, sent by Bro. H. 
'Halliday, from which we learn that Rev. 
Ashton, of the M. E. Church, gave the "pe
culiar people" an overhauling at Pleasant 
Ridge School-house, intending to knock 
"Mormonism on the head." His effort 
raised a stmm, as the friends of fair inves
tigation objected to that sort of denuncia
tion. The same paper notices two access
ions to the Church there. 

THE project of the HERAJ,D as a weekly 
is growing in favor with the Saints. We 
look confidently forward to the time 
when it will not only be wanted, but will 
ibe a necessity. If it be once established 

as an experiment, we think that there will 
be no doubt about its being confessed as a. 
necessity. Saints need to be fed with the 
written word as well as with oral testimo
ny. Dont starve for spiritual food, breth
ren. 

Bro. B. Bowman, of Pennsylvania, is in 
favor of the HERAI.D as a weekly. 

There is a letter in the Post Office at Be
vier, Macon county, Mo., from the old 
country, directed to Mrs. Samuel Sanders. 
The Post Master, W. J. Rees does not know 
where to send it. If Mrs. Sanders will 
send the Post Master word he will forward 
it to her. 

Br. J. C. Clapp writes from San Bernar
dino, Cal., May 9th, 1876, that he has been 
preaching at Gospel Swamp and Los Nietos. 
He intends soon to return to Oregon, where 
he says some one is greatly needed this 
summer. 

The Rock, a strong Protestant journal of 
England, suggests to Parliament to enact 
a law requiring the "Thirty-nine articles 
of the Church of England to be legibly 
written upon two tablets and placed in 
some conspicuous place in -each church 
and chapel." 

A Mr. J. R. Elliot is said to have left the 
Saints at Sweet Home, Oregon. We trust 
that he will see his error and retrace his 
steps. He proposes to start the church of 
God on his own hook. So writes a gentle
man by the name ·of W. L. Splawn, not a 
member of the Church. He says that he 
heard- Mr. Elliott bear testimony to the 
work, after whieh he heard him deny it. 

Br. James Squires, of Lexington, Sanilac 
county, Mich., writes us dated since April 
15th, that our statement that Br. K C. Briggs 
had been there and baptized some, as pub
lished April 15th, is a mistake. We will
ingly acknowledge the correction. We 
should have made the statement to apply 
to St. Charles, Saginaw county, but so wrote 
it that it applied to Lexington. We ask 
Bro. Squires' to pardon our blunder. 

Bro. R. J. Anthony writes quite feelingly 
and encouragingly of affairs in Tennessee 
and Kentucky. He baptized two on the 
9th in Tennessee. 

Br. C.H. BaJ;,J', of York Center, Indiana, 
says that the HERALD is their most wel-
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come visitor, and that they would much 
like to see it every week, and are willing 
to do all they can to aid in making it a 
weekly guest. 

Bro. J. J. Comish, of London, Ontario, 
writes May 16th that nine more have been 
baptized, since his previous Jetter, in that 
branch. 

Bro. Joseph A. Stewart baptized one at 
Allentown, N. J., April 28th last. Pros
pects for the work are good. 

The Saints at Streator offered the use of 
their meeting room for preaching, to Eld. 
Cumming, from Utah; but he declined up
on the ground that if he did preach there 
the Saints would oppose him. This same 
man refused to meet the brethren at Peoria. 
Conscience and a weak cause make them 
afraid. 

Bro. J. S. Patterson delivered four lec
tures in the Court House at Peoria, on the 
10th to the 14th of May last. An Elder I. 
T. Ghormly of the Christian Church, of 
Minonk, was thinking of discussing some 
of the articles of doctrine, if it could be so 
arranged. 

In Times and Seasons, No. 10, Vol. 2, p. 
362, the name of the brother of Jared is 
given as Moriancumer. Also in No. 10, 
Vol. 3, occurs the following: "Moses be
held the coming of Christ, and saw a strik
ing similarity, and said unto his people, A 
prophet shall the Lord your God raise up 
unto you of your brethren, like unto me." 

BRO. T. W. SMITII says in a postscript to a 
letter to the editor: 

"I baptized two at Kewanee since Con
ference, six at Hannibal, fifteen at Bevier, 
two here; twenty-five in all; two more 
ready here." 

The Lord aid them to remain unto the 
encl in faith. 

Tms is hard on the Spiritualists. 
"SNIDE SPIRITUALISTs.-New York, May 

17.-The report of the Spiritualists' protect
ive committee, now nearly ready, will show 
that of a score of leading mediums from 
Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, and other 
places, who have been tested, more than 
one-half have proved frauds. One well
known Boston medium was shown to have 
praticed an exceedingly transparent decep
tion in the production of spirit hands. 
Another, who claimed to produce flowers 

from the spirit land, was detected in bring
ing to the seance natural flowers from a 
greenhouse. She also used artificial flowers 
from a millinery establishment, and some 
of the wires and colored paper used in the 
manufacture were found on the carpet of 
the parlor in which she gave the seance."
Ohicago Tiines, l\foy 18, 1876. 

THE following is from The Rock, an En. 
glish Protestant journal, of May 5th. 

"IDENTITY OF JOB. 
"TO THE EDITOR OF THE ROCK. 

"Srn,-Is it not a mistake to suppose that 
Job lived so near the time of Moses, con
sidermg that his friend Elihu (who was no· 
doubt nearly related to Abraham) was young 
at the time that Job was very old, ,iincl three 
of his friends still older, having seen a mul
titude of years (Job 32: 6-7);-some of 
them even older than Job's father (Job 15: 
10)? Was he not more likely the Jobab 
mentioned in Genesis 10: 29, whose dwell
ingwas in the East (5: 30)? In the preced. 
ing verses we also meet with the words U z, 
Sheba, Ophir, words likewise found in the 
book of Job. JOBAB. 

"[We cannot doubt that Job lived long· 
before Moses, and we think there is a high 
probability that he was the Jobab of Gen. 
10: 29.-ED. Rock.]" 

What say ,our researchers? 

WHAT follows was handed us by a brother. 
It is significant, when the source is remem
bered: 

Brother Joseph: -The following letter 
comes from a source from which the ques
tions therein contained would naturally be 
least expected: 

"Editors Woodhitll and Olajlin's Weekly: 
-Whether spirits can and do manifest 
themselves? will soon cease to be a ques
tion of the clay, and in its place will be the· 
all important one: 

"Is Modern Spiritualism the second com
ing of Christ? or is it the same power that 
said to mother Eve, 'Thou shalt not surely 
die?' And is it not making its last desper
ate effort to deceive woman in the same di. 
rection that it did in the Garden of Eden, 
knowing that its time is short? 

"l\f'ARY ELIZABETH ADAMS." 
The following from the same source, may 

seem to many like light shining oat of 
darkness: 

"Great men have differed and still differ 
on questions of religion, and scientists use· 
this as an argument against all religion. 
But the following from the N. Y. Sun, puts. 
the argument in the right light: 'Some of 
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the lights of modern science are adherents 
of the Catholic Religion; others are follow
-0rs of Protestantism; others belong to the 
J ewishfaith; others are called deists; others 
me atheists; others spiritualists; and still 
0thers, strange to say, cling to the heathen
ism in which they were born. In fact, it 
would seem that even men of the largest sci
entific knowledge may differ totally from 
-each other in religious belief. Look how 
_Newton's theology differed from that of 
Kepler and Laplace; look how Goethe's dif
fered from that of Wm. Herschell; look how 
Father Sechi's differed from that of Hum. 
bolt's; look how St. George :M:ivart's differ
·ecl from that. of Chai·les Darwin; and this 
again from that of his co-laborer -Wallace; 
look at the difference between that of Tyn
dall and Agassiz; look at that of Herbert 
Spencer, and so keep looking round from 
the right to the left. Scientific men differ 
in their religious views just like common 
mortals.' If religion is a myth because all 
people do not have the same religion, what 
shall be said of science for the same rea. 
-SOU?'' 

M. DeLesseps in his late report to the Acad. 
-emy of Sciences, at Paris, France, after a 
five-month's trip to Suez states. 

"Formerly rain was unknown on the 
Red Sea, but since the building of the canal 
there are showers about once.a fortnight. 
''l'his has started vegetation up even upon 
the Asiatic side, where the infiltration is 
only of salt water. The study of the ancient 
geography and history of that section has 
1Jeen begun again by order of the kheclive. 
Hecently pieces of splendid monuments 
were found upon the site of one of the old 
cities of Rhamses. M. de Lesseps laid two 
specimens before the academy. One was a 
young shark with the umbilical cord, which 
attached it to the mother, still intact; the 
other, some oyster.sl:\ells, taken from a bed 
14 feet above the level of the sea. These 
-details appear trifling, but they are impor
tant to the savans."-Ohicago Times, May 
19, 1876. 

--------~------

~!Oiitft!@lp~~L~tl~t~ 
-------

CoLT.:1rnus, Platte Co., Neb., 
]\fay 7th, 1876. 

By the request of Bro. Charles Derry, I 
,enclose you the copy of a letter written by 
my father to ]\fr. George 'l'horpe of Alton, 
Ills. , IYiy father was first to receive the gos
pel in Cheshire, England, in the spring of 
1840; under the hands of Hyrum Clark 
was ordained an elder; and in the year 
that Orson Hyde took his mission to Jeru
•Salem to consecrate the Janel prior to the re. 
turn of the Jews, he was ordained a high 
.priest, at a General Conference held at 

Manchester, England, under the hands of 
several of the Twelve, there being at that 
time either ten or eleven of that quorum in 
England, to whom there was a large cake 
sent from Nauvoo, which was distributed 
throughout the conferences, by the elders 
representing the same. I well remember 
my father bringing some home and distrib
uting it among the Saints. He was also 
chosen to preside over the Macclesfield 
Conference, including Cheshire and Staf
fordshire, which office he held for a num
ber of years, and was well known through
out Cheshire, Lancashire, and Staffordshire. 
I know that he would have been proud to 
enlist in the cause of the Reorganization. 
He died in 1860. Ile wrote some letters to 
Mr. Plant in our native town, in England, 
who was about to publish them; but the 
Brighamites hearing of it, went in a body 
ancl prevailed upon him not to do so, as it 
would do them irreparable damage. I 
state these items that you may have some 
knowledge of the influence he bore. 

Yours respectfully, GEO. \IV. GALLEY. 

"CoLmrnus, Platte Co., Neb., 
"March 30, 1860. 

"Dear Friend:-For such I esteem you 
for your kindness to me when I wanted a 
friend, being alone in a strange land and 
wholly dependent on a kind superintend
ent providence who opens the hearts of the 
generous in times of need; for he loves a 
cheerful giver of alms to the poor and 
needy. You gave me a kind invitation to 
stay with you until spring, but public duty 
called me away. I wish to be kindly re
membered to your kind lady, and hope she 
and your family are in good health and en
joying every comfort that you may reason
ably need, and a comforting hope for the 
future, without which we can not be happy. 

"I left your city for St. Louis, in order to 
prepare for my return home to the moun
tains of Utah, in the spring of 1858. I suc
ceeded tolerably well, by industry and econ
omy in getting my outfit, by the additional 
help of friends everywhere. I bought a 
promising mare seven years old, having 
had one eye destroyed by some means; but 
the other looked well but unfortunately 
turned blind before I reached home, not
withstanding, she traveled uncommonly 
well. We had a pleasant journey and 
quick. We started from Forence, Nebras
ka, on the 3rd of April, and reached Salt 
Lake City on the 22d of June; slept in the 
city and went home next day, being thirty 
miles south of the above place. I found 
my family living on the banks of the river 
Jordan, fifteen miles from their proper res
idence, owing to the general movement of 
the people from the north to the south part 
of the territory by Brigham's orders. They 
were all well and glad to see me. We 
shortly return eel to]our cl welling placejin 
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Cedar Valley, where the troops shortly fol
lowed us, and built their camp and perma
nently settled down. They brought plenty 
-0f money with them, which was a God-send 
to Utah; and especially to the settlers in 
Cedar Vallev. We took the advantage of 
opening a boarding house; had all the re
spectable suttlers and tbeir store hands, as 
well as contractors and wagon masters. 
We did well and realized considerable 
monev; enlarged our premises and finally 
wound up our affairs and quitted Utah so
dety. 

"Thus I have briefly wound up a conclu
sion; and now you will reasonably ask me 
why I did so. I will answer, because I am 
satisfied by careful reflection and compari
son with the Scriptures; and also from 
their own writings, they are not governed 
by the former, nor living according to the 
latter. They falsify all revelation by their 
conduct in Utah, while they preach up the 
truth in England; thus deceiving the peo
ple in order to make merchandize of them, 
or to enrich themselves by their labor. You 
may ask why did I not see that before? 
Because I was afraid to hear reports from 
an enemy. It was their own deeds and 
false prophesying during my absljfce on 
mission, and the massacreing so many in
nocent people at the Mountain Meadows, 
that opened my eyes to sec and my ears to 
hear; also, the apprehension of so many 
persons concerned in committing those 
deeds that brought home the many reports 
which I had heard for years past, but could 
not believe. Jiiany of the bishops and their 
counselors are concerned in tbese matters, 
and had to screen themselves from justice 
when the trials came on. The Mormon 
juries would not give a verdict against 
their brethren so that justice was defeated 
and the law defied. They, the presidency 
and their friends, seem to have two partic
ular ends in view; viz., to get the consent 
of the general government to grant them a 
state government, which would make Brig
ham Governor, and places for all his friends. 
They woulcl then have absolute control 
over the people, and compel them to do as 
they were bid. And then woe to the man 
that durst complain. They have been hint
ing at this for years, but the people are 
asleep and can not see with their eyes, nor 
hear with their ears. 

"We made a clean sweep of it, and came 
away with my sons and daughters and sons
in-law and their children; also, Bro. Tay
lor's son from Bollington, making seven
teen souls, four wagons, and twenty-four 
head of cattle. We have settled at present 
near Columbus, eighty.four miles west of 
Omaha City, Nebraska Territory. 

"If you think proper to write, I should be 
glad to hear from you; and in doing so 
.speak freely your mind as to the rise of the-

doctrine of polygamy. This practice is 
corrupting and debasing the whole popula
tion. They come up to the declaration of 
the prophet, "They have wanton eyes and 
full of adnltery." I think Mr. Whitehead 
must have some recollection how this prac
tice of polygamy commenced. 

"I still believe Joseph was called of Goel 
to make a proclamation of the gospel and 
to organize the priesthood; but we are now 
without a prophet, and the priesthood have 
not kept his sayings; therefore they have 
fallen into darkness, and God has left 
them to themselves. This I know to be a 
fact, for I have a revelation in my journal 
given in my house, to my wife, in the year 
1852, declaring, "They shall walk in dark
ness, but I will gather the lambs of my 
flock." It was given to us at a time when 
I was uneasy at seeing so much evil in the 
church. I feel thankful that I have al
ways kept close to the law and the gospel, 
and God my Father has always instructed 
me in wisdom and prudence, and preserved 
me from pinning my faith on other men's 
sleeves. May the Lord preserve the meek 
of the earth from oppressorn and seducing 
spirits. 

"The Mormons are becoming very super
stitious; having no will of their own, be
lieving Brigham all in all. His position 
is an awful one, almost equal to the Pope 
of Rome. Wishing every blessing and good 
will, I remain yours respectfully, 

JAMES GAL.LE>." 
The aboYe is the copy of a letter written 

by my father, to :M:r. George Thorpe, of Al
ton, Illinois; copied verbatim, by his son, 
George W. Galley-, 

VIARA'l'AH, Ne·w South ·vvales, 
April 6th, 187G. 

Bro. Joseph:-I feel that I ought to say 
something of the work that my partner and 
I have embraced, and as our President is 
away striving to bring in the lost sheep of 
the fold of Christ, and may not be able to 
write to you, I feel it my duty to say a lit
tle, being an old time saint. Though 
young in years at that time, we knew the 
work was of God, and sat under the instruc
tions of Bro. Rodgers, our President, in 
Chesterfield, England, when he was a tra1-
eling elder, we know that he is a man of 
God and one that is striving to bring the 
honest in heart into the fold of Christ. 1Ve 
thank God that such a man came into om 
place, for I was going the dowrtwarcl rnaCl 
to destruction till he came, one evening, to 
our cottage porch; as you will see in Her
a-ld Aprif 1, 1875, of a dream and in its ful
fillment. And glad we were when we 
found that it w:as not Brighamism that he 
brought with him, but the pure gospel. 

Bro. Roclgei·s is at Tinonee, 190 miles 
from Sydney, on the :Manning River. I got 
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a newspaper this .morning from him. I 
see about one sixth of the paper is taken up 
by letters from the Rev. Hawkins, Church 
of England minister; and Bro. Rodger's re
plies. They would like to drive him from 
there, but he says they will not. 

The Heralds are eagerly sought after, 
every mail that we get them; likewise the 
Hopes, and the little Messenger ,for its pages 
are good, and we hope the Heralds' will 
continue in book form so that we can have 
them bound and see them hereafter. I 
close hoping that God will prosper you and 
all the Saints, not forgeting sister Rodger, 
hoping that she will see her husband again, 
bringing sheaves of everlasting joy with 
him. I send you Evening News and jJ:fi_ 
ner's .Advocate. Yeur brother in the New 
and Everlasting Covenant, 

DANIEL MARRIOTT. 

POETICAL LETTER. 
RELIEVE THE ELDERS' HANDS. 

Amid this world of sin and strife, 
The saints must tread the paths of life; 
When tempted to forsake the way, 
They must have faith and ever pray. 
Worldly honors they must pass by; 
They'll be no belp when called to die; 
Worldly wealth, though they live at ease, 
Is not beyond the reach of thieves. 

When their hearts upon their wealth is stayed, 
Then their minds from God are strayed. 
"\Vealth is good, and so are laws 
When they are devoted to God's cause. 
All these are sin when not used right, 
And will drive the saints from the true light; 
Then close your ears from their idle noise, 
And ever strive for celestial joys. 

How good to have our treasures in store 
At God's right hand, we'll want no more; 
If all would lay up treasures above, 
And strive for that celestial Jove4 
They 1ll strive to keep all God's commands, 
And with their love relieve the Elders' hands. 
Some may think I am hinting close, 
They say they love the cause the most. 

They cry out, "I am at God's commands;" 
And yet they don't relieve the Elders' bands. 
If all were saints, like days of old, 
Who brought their gold for land they sold, 
And laid it at the apostles' feet ; 
Then they received as it were mete; 
If you will read the truths of God, 
You'll find the way the saints then trod. 

They kept the most of God's commands,
Perhaps relieved the Elders' hands. 
In these last days we hear commands, 
0 Ye gospel go to all the lands." 
The saints we find are calm as lambs, 
Must yet relieve the Elders' hands. 
I will say no more upon this plan; 
But will help relieve the Elders' bands. 

W. C. KINYO:<. 
Wilmot, Hay Co., Mo., l\Iay 9, 187G. 

p A WTUCKET, R. I., 
May 19th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph:-I thought I would write 
these few lines, hoping they may find a 
place in the Herald to encourage those 
that live far from church or Saints. 

·weclnesday, 17th inst., I went to make a 
long promised visit to Br. and Sr. Brearly, 
now living at Stillwater, R. I. Their fam
ily consists of themselves and an only son, 
Br. Abraham Brearly, the only one left of 
twelve children, and spared to them in an
swer to prayer, and I thought that no king 
of proudest empire could excel this broth
er brave, who ever faithful to the right,. 
and to no vice a slave. 

Their practice is to have a family prayer 
meeting Wednesday evening, and Sunday 
afternoon of each week, to encourage one 
another and to keep strong in the faith;. 
as the nearest branch is twelve miles away 
and there are no Saints near them. They 
had their meeting as usual W eclnesday 
evening, and such a blessed holy time I 
never witnessed before; Goel was with us. 
and that to bless. Such prayers as they of
fered in your behalf, and in behalf of your 
counselors I never heard before. I thqught 
a few fjpCh prayers could but help to bring 
heavetl!fs choicest blessings upon you. 

I was ashamed of myself; living as I do, 
near Saints and Church, to think that I 
have hacl so little faith, and have done so 
little for this glorious cause. I feel deter
mind to profit by their example, and I hope 
others will do the same. 

Thus we see that we might be faithful 
though we lived in the remotest parts of the 
earth. God can and will be with us, if we 
obey his commands. I hope there are 
many such faithful ones, I should like to 
hear from them. I close lest I weary you; 
Your sister in the gospel of Jesus Christ, 

ANNIE HOLT. 

SHELBY STATION, Shelby Co., Iowa, 
May 7th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-As I feel interested in the 
Latter Day Work, and rejoice to hear of its 
prosperity in this and other lancls, I think 
that others would like lo hear how the work 
of the Lord is prospering here. It is on-

. ward, and -the cry here is as almost every 
j where, "Come and preach for us." Many 

of those places have to go unsatisfied. 
Bro. David Chambers and myself went 

to Edwards' Schoolhouse, two miles north 
of Shelby Station, last fall and winter. 
We took some tracts and destributecl them. 
Quite an interest was manifested and they 
would like more preaching. 

There have been invitations for preaching 
at Shelby Station. My desire is, and al
ways has been, to do all that I could for the 
caase of God. I have been greatly blessed 
in my labors; and as a branch we have 
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'been greatly blessed in our asssembling 
together, and warned of many dangers 
that have been strewed in our pathway by 
the adversary. We have had an increase 
{)f nine through the labors of Bro. John H. 
Lake. He spent several clays with us last 
fall and came back again in February; and 
I would there were a great many John H. 
Lakes; that they could be destributecl 
among the branches to strengthen, to teach 
and exhort the saints. His timely instruc
tions will be remembered by the saints here. 
Bro. Lake spent quite a till,le at the Harlan 
Branch, and also at Pleasant Ridge and 
baptized five or six at the last named place; 
and I am happy to say that they with these 
that he baptized here, are rejoicing in the 
Latter Day Work. There are many others 
-On Pleasant Ridge who are believing, and 
who feel very much interested in the cause. 
We also had a flying visit from Bro. J. 
Caffall. I took him over to Pleasant Ridge; 
he preached there on Tuesday evening and 
was going to preach there on Wednesday 
<0vening. He was gladly received; ancl 
though they are all farmers, and it was a 
busy time with them, there was a full house. 
Bro. Charles Derry has also visited Harlan 
and Pleasant Ridge. While in Harlan he 
was very sick and did not preach much. 
He preached twice at Pleasant Ridge. 
The saints need such timely instruction as 
was given by these brethren; as the adver
sary is busy at work striving to thwart the 
purpose of God. Two more have been added 
to the Church there, Jlilr. and Mrs. Goreham. 
I am thankful to Goel that my faith in the 
Latter Day \York is increasing, and that I 
have still an abidin,g testimony of the work 
that I am engaged in. There has been 
considerable sickness here this winter ancl I 
spring, no death among the Saints; though 
many of them have been sick and lingered I 
some time; others have been restored 
through the ordinances of the gospel. 

Yours for the truth, 
HENRY HALLIDAY. 

the Saints when we took the parting hand. 
They would have liked for me to have staid 
longer, but I could not, my time being lim
ited. All the Saints here are usually well. 
Some derangement-spiritually, which I 
contemplate attending to according to the 
law of the Church. Yours &c., 

JosEPR F. McDOWELL. 

RosBY, West Virginia, 
' May 2d, 187G. 

Bro. Josepli:-Since our last quarterly 
conference, which was held March 12th, 'I 
have been trying to do something for the 
cause of truth, though my laborn for awhile 
were confined to Washington and Alleghe
ny counties, Pa. I did not feel like leaving 
home very long, on account of the illness 
of my wife, whom I found sick when I 
came home from conference of lung- fever. 
Through the mercies of the good Father, 
she is again restored to health; to God be 
all the glory. 

JI.larch 18th I visited Emsworth, Alleghe
ny Co., Pa.; preached a few times. The 
people did not tum out very well on ac
count of bad weather; still there was a 
good feeling and we were blest. Bro. Gar
rett will continue to hold meetings in that 
place; he is a faithful brother and bids fair 
to make a useful man. 

Sunday, April 2d, I preached in Mingo 
school-house, to a large and attentive con
gregation. On the 5th baptized Samuel 
Hamilton. Bro. H. had formerly belonged 
to a faction calling themselves Latter Day 
Saints, known as Bickertonites, William 
Bickerton being their leader. Bro. H. held 
the office of an elder, and was a very effi. 
cient man, a man of energy and bearing a 
good christian reputation among his neigh
bors; he had been the means of proselyt
ing many to that faith. It is to be hoped 
that his zeal will be no less in the true 
Church. 

April 9th I preached in my own house 
at 10 a. m., and in the afternoon baptized 
Annie Hamilton. Many came to witness 

KmTI,AND, Lake Co., Ohio, the baptism. I spoke to them for a short 
Friday, May 19, 1876. time on the mode and design of baptism, 

Bro. Joseph Smith:-I arrived home Tues- the spirit accompanying the word spoken. 
day evening, 16th. The folks were pleased Some were made to weep. In the even
to see me. I had a very pleasant visit at ing I preached in the school-house, the 
Plano. I spent six clays in Chicago, preach- house filled to its utmost capacity, good 
eel once, all were pleased with it. Brother order ancl goocl attention. At the close I 
Earl is a very humble young: man, and has announced preaching on the following 
considerable zeal. I left there for Cold Wa- Sunday, for Bro. Hamilton. I learned by 
ter, Mich., but I did not find the Saints in a letter from my wife that he filled it with 
"hot water" condition but quite cool, with a credit. In obedience to the voice of the 
zeal for and knowledge of the Latter Day Spirit we had ordained Bro. Hamilton to 
"'\'Vork. A better set of Saints I never met the office of an elder. 
with than I did there. I remained with them On the 13th I left home for West Virgin
two weeks, preached ten times to good and ia, stopped at West Wheeling, Belmont Co., 
attentive congregations, Bro. D. Campbell Ohio; found the Saints in quite a trouble, 
opening meetings for me. He is a straight I arising from a cause common to the human 
forward Saint. There were tears shecl by family; and as some of the Saints are not 
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as careful as they should be to follow the 
admonition of James that we should bridle 
our tongues, they sometimes make unwise 
use of them. Yet the good father was with 
us, and we had good meetings; blessed 
with the Holy Spirit of Truth, and by it 
peace in a degree was effected. The Saints 
in general are striving to keep the law of 
God, although the powers of Satan are try
ing to hinder; yet the promises of the Lord 
are towards them,in as much as they are 
faithful. J\Iay the good Father help them 
thenceforth to live more careful in their 
daily walk and conversation before the 
world. 

On the 28th I arrived at the above named 
place, preached same evening in Gorley's 
School-house, and continued meeting over 
Sunday. The meetings were well attended. 
I hope to be able in a few days to move on, 
trusting in the blessing of Goel. I am 
grateful for the kindness of brother and 
sister Davis for administering to my wants. 
:M:ay Goel bless them. I remain yours in 
hope of Zion, JAMES BROWN. 

MIDDLETOWN, Butler Co., Ohio, 
May 8th, 1876. 

BP. Joseph:-I am not doing much 
preaching, except among the Saints, and 
to those who happen to come to our meet
ings. The world looks upon us very favor
ably; (that is, non-professors); but those 
who profess to know Goel, (most of them), 
look upon us as their enemies; because we 
tell them the truth. Those who think will 
investigate, while the other class is led 
about by diverse and strange doctrines,-
strange because they are without life, and 
because they claim to be divine and still 
deny the power of God to reveal his mind 
and will to man; and because their advo
cates profess to trust in Goel when in health 
and when siekness overtakes them, imme
diately they put their trust in man and 
make flesh their arm. 

We have all manner of evil spoken about 
us falsely, because we believe that Goel is 
the same unchangeable being that he was 
when he spake face to face with Abraham, 
and others who kept his commandments. 
Thev dare not come out and face the mu
sic, "knowing that they can not stand. 

Amid all this, the Saints are trying to 
wear them out by kind.aess. 

We sxe having good meetings, and are 
in the enjoyment of some of the gifts of 
the Spirit. Yesterday we were blessed 
with the Spirit of Goel in great power, 
which made the ladies of some of the 
Saints tremble exceedingly, and others 
were pale with determination to do the 
will of the ]\faster. 

The signs that the Savior promised do 
follow those who believe; for the sick 
hrwe been healed, and evil spirits have 

been seen coming into our midst and have 
been overcome by the help of God. 0, 
how I rejoice in this great work of the last 
clays,-I know it is of Goel and can not be 
overthrown. 

Praying for the welfare and redemption 
of Zion, I remain, your brother in hope of 
eternal life, llf. B. WILLIAMS. 

~EBRASKA CITY, Neb., 
May 10th, 1876. 

Dear Hcrald:-Having cause to feel 
thankful in the many blessings bestowed 
by the giver of every perfect gift, I offer 
this for your pages, that aTe ever interest
ing and instructive. Our quarterly confer
ence closed a peaceful session on Monday · 
evening. There having been continued 
storm for several clays, ending on the Sab
bath, it looked very gloomy for the fulfill
ment of the promise made bv the Spirit, 
three months previously.: nan1ely, that the 
Lord would be with us, and that our joy 
should be full. 

Notwithstanding the storm, Brn. CaffaH 
and Forscutt arrived during Saturday, and 
only three others late that evening. Br. 
Caffall preached an able sermon, illustrat
ive of our faith and duties. Sabbath morn
ing was still gloomy, but it had stopped 
raining. The brethren from Mill Creek 
and Shenandoah arrived by the morning 
train. Br. M. H. Forscutt spoke in a clear 
and powerful manner of"Human Agency." 
During the afternoon we engaged in sac
rament and fellowship meeting. Although 
that flow of the Holy Spirit was not as fuH 
as we desired, yet we were made to rejoice 
under the peac~ful, hallowed influence of 
the divine love that fired each heart. In 
the evening Br. Mark occupied the pulpit, 
and preached an able sermon to a crowded 
house. 

The brethren from Plum Hollow arrived 
on the evening train; after preaching we 
had a good old fashioned prayer meeting, 
in which our spiritual strength was re
newed. Many strong and faithful testimo
nies were presented in power. 

The business session was active and 
peaceful. Monday evening Br. CaffaH 
preached a very powerful and able dis
course on "Our Reason of the Gospel es
tablished in the Latter Days, through the 
Martyr." At the close of the sermon and 
conference, we met in prayer meeting, and 
we can say with pleasure that the glean
ings were the sweetest fruits; we di cl cer
tainly stand in heavenly places, for God 
spoke peace to our souls and comfort to 
our hearts. Some who have for years held 
a membership, testified that for the first 
time were they satisfied. But why should 
I in my feeble way try to describe such a 
glorious outpouring of God's Jove. None 
but those present., or those who have en-
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joyed like seasons· can either understand 
or appreciate the unspeakable richness 
and satisfaction felt. God is surely work
ing in the hearts of the people for his own 
glory and purpose, and we believe that an 
ingathering unprececlentecl in the history 
of the Reorganization is just at hand. 

On the 3cl instant Br. H. Kemp baptized 
three, and next Friday Br. JYiark is going 
to baptize again, we can not tell in advance 
how many will obey. 

Enclosed find copy of letter from Rock 
Bluffs, a place where only two public ser
mons have been preached in behalf of the 
faith once deliYered to the Saints. Next 
Sabbath, the Lord ·willing, I will again lift 
up my voice at that place. Praying and 
laboring for the onward and victorious 
spread of truth, I am yours in the cove-
nant of peace, R. li'I. ELYIK. 

MARl.IATON, Bourbon Co., Kansas, 
April 17th, 1876. 

Br. M. B. Oliver:-In 1874 there was 
quite a stir among leading Spiritualists in 
different parts of the United States respect
ing buying up the lands in Bourbon coun. 
ty, Kansas, to colonize with Spiritualists; 
when Thomas Cook, at that time editor of 
a little paper in Boston, Massachusetts, 
that he called the "Kingdom of Heaven," 
published in June, 1874, that which seem
ed to kill all their arrangements. His re
marks are so strange, coming from such a 
source, I thought I would copy them off 
and send them to you; it might call forth 
further remarks on that subject. It is as 
follows: 

"Brother Goodwin may be one that will 
go there ancl help, as he suggests; but nei
ther he or any other human being can 
'raise a colony' to go there. The gathering 
that will be made there will be wholly 
guided and managed by and through 
the angels, or spirits. Neither Goodwin, 
Cook, Elder, nor any other man, woman or 
child can have a lot or part in such a colo
ny, except they fully realize in their whole 
nature that Goel and his heavenly hosts 
are king. Its workings will be entirely 
spiritual. No materialistic, by-law-insti
tuting communist can be one of that 
number. None in short save those who 
can come entirely and completely under 
the control of their spiritual natures, as 
Jesus did, need expect to participate in 
such a great and mighty work as the begin
ning of the kingdom of heaven on earth 
will be. The planting of the 'grain of mus
tard seed' will be entrusted to none but 
true and tried and faithful soldiers of the 
Spirit. They who can not be governed by 
the spirit in their own souls, who join in 
this mightiest spiritual work ever begun 
on earth, must yield to angelic wisdom in 
others, or be thrown out. Spirit power, 

like a mighty flood, will sweep all before 
it, until all nations, tongues and kindreds 
shall be spiritualized. Then come one, 
come all, and become spiritual, if you 
would be in at the gathering to found a 
spiritual kingdom." 

y\i}I. G. EWER, J'\L D. 

ADAM CENTER, Wis., 
May 6th, 18'rn. 

BT. Joseph:-We try to live as becometh 
Saints. rrhere are only myself, wife and 
two youngest children, one :fifteen and one 
eleven, and some old people living about 
six miles from us. We can only visit each 
other occasionally and talk over the tl1ings 
that pertain to our present and eternal sal
vation. All the preaching I can do, is to 
keep before my neighbors what I believe 
and why I believe it, by a well ordered 
life and a godly conversation. I send you 
a paper which announces the death of an 
old veteran in Charlevois, Michigan. He 
seemed to be very much interested in the 
Reorganization, and was a reader of the 
Heralcl. When I was on the Island, I lived 
neighbor to him; he was a fine man. His 
name was Hice. 

I remain, as ever, your brother in the 
new and everlasting covenant, 

ADA:?>I SEK 

Western Wisconsin mstrict. 
Conference met at the Willow Branch, 

Richland county, February 12th, 1876. Wm. 
Savage, pres.; E. C. Wildermuth, clerk. 

Reports.-Brn. C. W. Lange, T\I. Coopei-, 
Wm. Savage, .John Bierline, E. C. Wilder
muth, Cyrus Newkirk and D. Wildermuth, 
reported; also, Priests, llobert, Oehring T, 
J. Ward and D. H. Carpenter; also, Teach
er, TuI. Trobough, reported. 

Branch report.--Freedom (German) 14 
members, 1 expelled. 

2 p.m.-Thc president spoke on the sub
ject of love and unity; followed by Br. Oeh
ring on the duty of members of the church 
not belonging to a branch to unite with some 
branch. 

Resolved that all members in this district 
not thus united, arf) hereby requested to 
join scme branch. 

'I'h>1t those holding !he priesthoocl should 
devote more of their time to the ministry. 

That we approve of, and desire, th11 con
templated change in the form of the Herald, 

'l'lrnt Bro. Wm. Si1vage be sustained as 
president of the district. 

At 6 p.m., preaching by Brn. W. Savage 
and C. W. Lange. 

February 13th, at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., 
preaching by Br. Wm. Savage. 

Resolved that all the clerks of this district 
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send to the Church Recorder a correct rec
ord of their branches. 

Br. E. C. Wildermuth was chosen district 
clerk. 

The Sandusky Branch was decfared dis
organized, and the organization of the mem
bers thereof with the Willow Branch was 
ordered, which was 9,ccordingly done, with 
E. C. Wildermuth president, T. J. Ward 
priest, J. Smith teacher, D. H. Carpenter 
clerk. 

J. Smith was ordained a teacher by C. W. 
Lange and Marion Cooper. 

Adjourned to meet at Freedom. Sauk 
com;_ity, Wis., at 10 a.m., June 9th, 1876. 

Kent and Elgin District. 
Conference was held in the Buckhorn 

Branch, Canada, October 10 and 11, 1875. 
Br. Arthur Leverton, president; Brn. Em
mett and John McKenzie, clerks. 

After opening services, preaching by Br. 
Robert Davis; at 3 p.m. by Br. Arthur Lev
errton, and at 7 p.m., a prayer and testi-~ 
mony meeting was held, Bro. John Shippy 
in charge. A general good feeling prevail
ed, and all were encouraged. 

Monday, October 11.-Branch reports.
Buxton 11 members, 1 baptized; Buckh.orn 
88 members, 3 baptized, 2 received; Puce 
River 11 members, 2 baptized, 1 decrease; 
Botony, rejected; Zone 38 members, 3 re
moved by letter. 

of the Kent and Elgin district, be read be
fore this conference. 

That the letter from Brn. Jo8eph Smith 
and Wm. W. Blair (of the First Presidency) 
to John Shippy, be read before this confer
ence. 

That as the '•license" of John Shippy has 
been called in question by Br. E. C. Briggs, 
president of the Canada Mission, therefore 
this conference respectfully request the 
First Presidency of the Church to publish a 
statement in the Herald of the restoration 
of the said John Shippy's license in April, 
1875: for this conference has made inquiry 
concerning the matter, and found that John 
Shippy's license was restored to him by the 
First Presidency of this church; therefore 
we still consider him duly authorized to la
bor for God. * 

Brn. Arthur Leverton and Jos. Emmett 
were sustained as president and clerk. 

7 p.m.-One who had been baptized in 
the afternoon was confirmed by Elders John 
Shippy and R. Davis. 

Resolved that the Bishop's agent of the 
Kent and Elgin district report to conferenco 
in the future, an account of all moneys re
ceived and expended. 

The president reported the state of the
Usborne and Botany branches, and he ·was. 
requested to take one whom he may appoint. 
and go to visit the Usborne branch. 

He chose Robert Davis to go with him, 
and they were directed to call upon the 
Bishop's agent for means. 

Acljourned to meet in the Zone branch, at 
10 a.m., June 11th, 1876. [Since changed 
to June lOth.]-En. 

Eastern Maine and Nova Scotia. 

Reports.-R. Davis has baptized fifteen, 
eight of these in Michigan, where there are 
good openings. G. Shaw reported his labors 
in Michiaan. A. Leverton has organized a 
branch at London, Ontario. Geo. Cleveland 
ha~ baptized one, John Shippy six, John 
:McKenzie two, and Joseph Shippy two. 
Joseph Snively reported. John Cornish, Conference convened in the Mason's Bav 
"President of the London branch, reported branch, March 11, 1876. E. C. Foss, pres· 
by letter. ident; S. 0. Foss, secretary. 

Priests John Traxler, James Robb, Sam- Branch reports.-Kennebec 31 members, 
u~l Reynolds, Archibald McKenzie, John 3 died. :Mason's Bay 27 members, 6 expel
Taylor, Benj. Blackmore, John Hartnall, led, 1 died. Olive 27; May 3i:i, Jason C. 
Wiliiam Cairnes and Joseph Emmett; also, Crowley having been unlawfully dealt with 
teachers, Eliphalet Coburn and David John- and expelled, was received back by the vote 
son reported. of the branch. Pleasant River 20. Union, 

2 p.m.-Committee on books of district · ver·bally reported, John Benner has been 
clerk reported the work of revision to have ordained as an elder. 
been done in a correct and satisfactory Brethren E. 0. Foss, .J. D. Steel, A. D. 
manner. . McOaleb, J. Benner, B. K. Rogers, G. W. 

Resolved that Jas. Robb, Norm. Blakely, Eaton, S. 0. Fos~, :reported . 
. J. Shippy, P. Shaw and J. Emmett be ap- Resolved that all officers in this district 
pointed a committee to act as "Trustees-in- labor under their present licenses for tho 
Trust" for the "Reorganized Church of J. ens

0
uing quarter. . . 

c. of L. D. Saints," in regard to the "Lin- E. C. Foss was. sustamed as president and 
desley Meeting House," and the lot on which ?lerk. ~h_e evemi;ig was devoted to pre~ch
it stands. and that said committee be em- rng. A" the mornrng and afternoon sess10n& 
powered 'to act in unison with the now ex- of Sunday, two interesting discourses were 
isting ~ommittee and have them si!!n an I delivered by G. W. Eaton, to attentive con-
"acquittal to the bond." '' gregat,ions. Evening session a prayer and 

That a letter from Bro. E. C. Brigg.s_ (of *This license was retur~ed to Elder John Shippy, 
the Twelve) to Arthur Leverton, president April 15th, 1875.-ED. 
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testimony meeting, and the sacrament was I received by letter, 34 died, 37 removed by 
administered. letter, and 73 are scattered, leaving in the 

.Adjourned to meet at the Pleasant River branch 156 member~ .. 
Branch. [No date given.1-EDs. , Br. J. Brush on his request was released " I from the charge of the district, with a vote 

---~c~ of thanks for bis services. Br. Alma Whit-
Nevada District. lock was chosen in his place. 

The above conference was to have been The expression of the conference was for 
held on the 11th and 12th of March last, but the Herald and Hope remaining in their 
owing to deep snows and impassable roads, present form and size, but be published 
the conference was postponed until April weekly, and to contain advertisements. 
9th, when the conference met at Franktown. Br. D. S. Mills was sustained in charge 
Br. G. Smith, president; T. R. Hawkins, of the Pacific Slope mission. The Bishop's 
-clerk. agent was sustained. 

Reports of branches called for, and after Resolved that we heartily endorse the 
some discussion about the uncertainty as re- movement of the committee in their effort 
gards the number of members belonging to to buy lands for the saints to gather to, and 
·the district, it was decided that the reports that we do all we can for it. 
be laid over until next conference. That a committee be appointed to gather 

The elders present reported. At 2 p.m. means to build a meeting house at Gospel 
the elders met to council about the interests Swamp. 
{)f the church in this district, followed by a That we contribute of our means for the 
testimony and sacrament meeting, in which purchase of tracts for distribution. 
many saints bore a faithful testimony. Sunday morning, preaching by D. S. Mills. 

Resolved that the Nevada district shall P.l\1.-A saints' meeting w1ts held, and 
hereafter be represented at the General Con- many faithful testimonies were given to the 
ference of the church, and at the Pacific truth of the latter day work. 
Slope mission conference, by delegates cho- .Adjourned to meet three mouths from to-
tien by the district conference, or by letter day. 
signed by the president. 

That all officers of the church in this dis
trict meet, if possible, the first Sabbath of 
<ivery month, (place to be selected), to conn
-Oil together for the work of the Lord in this 
,district. 

Whereas the list of members for this dis
trict being incorrect, and names being re
preBented that ought not to be, therefore, 
be it resolved that the presidents of branch
es should not hereafter represent any mem
bers to conference who have not, or do not 
report, themselves in person or by letter, 
once in six months, and that all not doing 
so Ahould be dropped from the branch rec
ords. 

'fhat each branch obtain forthwith a suit
able record book, as published by the church. 

That each bran eh ought to donate accord
ing to their means to e,id the Utah Chapel 
fund, the same to.be placed in the hands of 
the president of the district. 

Preaching in the evening by Elder Mil-
1ard. .Adjourned to meet in Genoa, June 
10th and 11th, 1876. 

San :Bernardino District. 
This conference was held March 18th and 

19th, 1876. Conference opened with the 
usual exercises. Brn. D. S. Mill, president, 
and Richard Allen, Jr., clerk. 

Brn. A. Whitlock, John Garner. Sen., E. 
P. Prothero, G. W. Sparks, and M. 1\IcKen· 
zie reported; also priests J. Ward and A. E. 
Jones, and teachers Richard Allen, Sen., 
and E. Ridley reported. 

San Bernardino branch 300 members, 10 

Malad Sub-District. 
Conference convened at Providence, Cache 

Valley, Utah, April 29, 1876. Henry Her
shey, president; John Van der Wood, clerk. 

Branch Reports.-Providence : 24 mem
bers; branch in good standing. l\lalad: 
43 n;~mbers, G baptized; branch in good 
stanarng. 

Brn. A. Neeser, Pius Hirth, John Yan 
der Wood and Henry Hershey, and Priests 
Edmund Richards and Wm. Bradshaw, re
ported. The latter has done considerable 
preaching outside the branch and has bap
tized five since last conference. Deacon 
John Price reported. 

The members of the :Malad Branch being 
much scattered, and as a. sufficient number 
of them for a separate branch are living ten 
miles from Malad City, they were on their 
request, granted the privilege to organize 
themselves. 

The :Malad Branch recommended the 
conference to ordain Henry John and David 
Lewis as elders, which was approved. 

2 P. rvr.-The president spoke in exhorta
tion, desiring all to engage in the duties of 
their calling, and the officials present all 
exnressed their desire to labor as their cir
cuinstances shall allow. A prsyer and teB
timony meeting was held, and a good por
tion of the Spirit of God was enjoyed. 

7 P. i\I.-Br. Anthony Metcaif :reported. 
The meeting was .then devoted to prayer 
and testimony. 

April 30, 10 A. M.-Br. James Bowman 
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reported the Soda Springs Branch as con
taining 8 members. Preaching by Brn. J. 
Van der Wood, Wm. Bradshaw and Anthony 
::'>Ietcalf. 2 P. llI., sacrament and testimony 
meeting, and the Spirit of God was truiy 
manifest through the gifts of the gospel. 
7:30 r.11r., preaching by Brn. Jas. Bowman, 
Wm. Bradshaw, Henry Hershey and A. Met
calf. 

Adjourned to meet at Malad, June 24 and 
25, 1876. 

Brn. James Craig and J. R. Lewis by letter. 
The following report of the District. 

Treasurer of the Elders' Fund was present
ed and approved: 

Balance in hand last report $19.15. Re
reived from Pittsburgh, Pa., branch, $14.71. 
Belmont, Ohio, $5. 60. West Wheeling, Ohio, 
:Sl.00. Total $40.46. Paid Br. J. Brown, 
per order of December Conference $19 .. 15 
Balance on hand $21.31. 

A resolution providing for the payment 
-----• of Br. J. Ells' expenses to the Annual Con-

:North~East Wisconsin District. ference of 1876, was passed. 
Conference met in the Saints' Meeting R~olved that the mon,eys in the hands of 

House, at Black .Creek, Outagamie Co., !he '.treasurer of elders fund pe held sub
Wisconsin, l\Iarch 11, 1876. Wm. Savage, I Je?\ ~o the order of the President of the 
president pro tem. Dis :1ct. . . _ 

Br. Savage said that he had traveled con- Preachmg at mght by Br. Joseph Par-
siderable and had good congregations; aleo sons. 
a great many calls that he could not fill. Adjourned to meet at West Wheeling, 
Some of the sick have been immediately re- Ohio, June 10 and 11, 1876. 
stored under his hands. Br. J.M. Wait has ------· -
had good liberty and very fair congrega- Montana District. 
tions, with good attention. Br. H. Bemis Conference held at Willow Creek, Febru-
has preached some and tried to do all the ary 26, 1876. John E. Reese, president; 
good he could, distributing tracts and going John J. Reese, clerk. 
from house to house teaching them the way Branch Reports.-Gallatin: 21 members, 
of truth. .Br. Peter Harris has held m'2et· 1 removed by letter: Dry Creek: 16 mem
ings every Sunday in branch and prayer bers. Br. Gaulter's report concerning the 
meetings every Thursday. Priest P. 0. saints in Willow Creek Branch was received. 
Cornell has done all he could for the spread Resolved that Br. Wm. Nelson be or-
of the gospel. dained a deacon. 

3 P. M.-By resolution the trial of Hiram Brn. Lewis Gaulter, J. E. Reese, A. B. 
King and wife, Eunice .Franklin, Henry Moore, J. W. Gillen and James Bamber 
King, Wm. Strope ancl wife, Julian Wood- reported. 
ward and Lydia Strope, was postponed till The saints throughout Deer Lodge Valley 
next conference. having requested that some one be sent to 

Resolved that Br. Savage labor as the organize them into a branch: 
Spirit of the Lord may direct. Resolved that we send one or more elders, 

March 12, 10:30 A.M.-Preachingby Brn. and, if necessary, that we raise the means 
J. l\I. Wait .and Wm. Savage; 2:30 p.m., to enable them to go 
sacrament meeting; 'l p. m., preaching by Brn. J. E. Reese, A. B. Moore and Lewis 
Br. Wrn. Savage. Gaulter were appointed to that mission, and 

Adjourned to meet at same place, ,June were &uthorized to deal with disorderly 
3d and 4th, 1876. members, and to transact all other necessary 

----<•~- business pertaining to the church. -
Pittsburgh District. ! John E. Reese was sustained in charge of 

Conference was held at Pittsburgh, l'tt., the district, and John J. Reese as clerk. 
:\farch 12, 1876. Br. James Brown pre- Br. Wm. Nelson was ordained a deacon. 
siding; Br. W. II. Garrett, secretary. Preaching by Brn. J. W. Gillen and A. B. 

Branch Reports.-Pittsburgh, Pa., 75 Moore during session. 
members, 1 baptized, 1 received by vote. Adjourned to meet at Dry Creek June 24, 
Church Hill, Ohio, 15 members, 14 removed 1876. 
by certificate. Belmont, Ohio, 26 membe:rs, 
12 l'emoved by letter, 2 expelled, 2 died. 
West Wheeling, Ohio, 13 members. Ilr. 
Luther R. Devore wa.s orde.ined an elder, 
and Br. Benj. W. McCormic a deacon, by 
Br. James Or&ig, at West Wheeling, Ohio, 
January 12, 1876. Mansfield, Pa., no 
change since last report. 

Brn. Josiah Ells, Jesse Price, Joseph Par
sons, Jrtmes Brown, W. H. Garrett, Wm. 
Lawrenson, A. Falconer, and priest D. Jones 
and deacon Geo. Hepworth reported ; also 

Addresses. 
Heman C. Smith, box 78, Oakdale, Ante

lope county, Nebraska. 
E. C. Briggs, Plano, Kendall Co., Ills. 
M. H. Forscutt, care H. l\I. Elvin, Neb

raska City, Neb. 
John C. Foss, Machias, Maine. 
John T. Davies, box 38, Cherokee, Craw

ford county, Ka.nsas. 
David Dancer, box 50, Plano, Kendall 

county, Illinois. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 349 

Softly tlle dews of evening fall; 
Twilight, wiih his friendly pal1, 
Folds a1Jout earth ~s beating be art. 
Bids the weary day depart,
Through the cool and dark'ning air, 
Father, we raise our Qvening prayer. 

Through the long, bright, busy day, 
Toil has worn_ our strength away; 
Ylit.h trembling I~mbs and fevered brow, 
At thy mercy seat we bow; 
Thou canst lift each weight of care; 
Our Father, hear our evening prayer! 

\-Ve are weak, temptations strong, 
In a vast and rapid throng; 
Oft our sinking souls assail;-
Thou J\fighty ! Let them not prevail; 
Be thou our guard in every snare; 
Our Father, hear our evening prayer! 

Keep us, till morn's early gleam 
Waken us from happy dream; 
Give us daily strength and peace, 
Till life's days and nights shall cease; 
Then thy final rest to share-
0, Father hear our evening prayer. 

ALICE L. 

Board of Publication Meeting. 
Minutes of a called mee!.ing held April 

12th, 1876. After prayer, minutes of pre
vious meeting were read. 

The resignation of Br. Joseph Smith, as a 
member of the board, as made to and ac
cepted by conference, and the appointment 
of Bro. H. A. Stebbins in his stead, were 
presented and considered. 

Br. I. L. Rogers moved, Br. W. W. Blair 
seconded, that we accept the resignation of 
Joseph Smith, and the action of conference 
in making H. A. Stebbins a member of the 
board. Carried. 

Br. D. Dancer moved, H. A. Stebbins sec
onded, that I. L. Rogers be chosen presi
dent of the board. Carried. 

Moved by Br. W. W. Blair, seconded by 
II. A. Stebbins,, that section five of the by
laws shall be so amended as to read as fol
lows:-" There shall be appointed by the 
board, in addition to the officers provided 
for by the resolution of conference, an edit
or or editors, and also a business manager, 
who shall have charge of the office of publi
cation in the absence of the president of the 
board; and there shall aleo be a sufficient 
number of competent men employed to car
ry on the businees now being done by the 
office of publication, and the natural in
crease thereof." Carried. 

Dr. David Dancer was, on motion of Brn. 
Scott and Stebbins, appointed treasurer, in 
place of Br. Rogers, who was released. 

Several requests for bills of books and for 
appointments as agents for sale of books, 
etc., were considered and disposed of. 

Brn. H. A. Stebbins and John Scott were 
appointed a committee to inquire into the 
propriety of publishing a tract containing 
the "Review of Mormonism," by Wm. W. 
Blair, and "Try the Spirits," by J. Smith, 
and if deemed advisable, take steps to pub
lish it. 

Br. H. A. Stebbins was chosen business, 
manager. 

Brn. Joseph Smith and H. A. Stebbins 
were appointed editors HERALD and HOPE. 

Adjourned to time of regular session. 
I. N. W. Coiw1m, Sec'y. 

DisfeHowshiped. 
James l\1. Eulitt was expelled from the 

Union Branch, Jefferson county, Indiana, 
on the 3d day of ]\fay, 1876, for apostasy. 

ROBERT DUNLAP, Glerlc. 

Information W ante{l. 
Whereabouts of Mr. JamesC. Knight. He 

once lived near Manhattan, in K0,nsas, and 
when last heard from he was in Greenfield, 
Adams connty, Iowa. Any information con
cerning him will be thankfully received, and 
any trouble or expense will be paid for. SC> 
writes Robert Nelson, Barnard, Nodaway 
county, Missouri. 

Notified to Appear. 
Andrew J. Hart, a member of the Union 

Branch, Indiana, is hereby notified to ap
pear before a court of elders at Union school 
house, Jefferson county, Indiana, on the 5th 
day of June, 1876, at ten o'clock a .. m., !C> 
answer charges of misconduct. 

RonE,RT DuNJ,AP, Clerk. 

Sisters' Meethigo 
Minutes of a Sister's meeting, held at the 

house of Sr. T. R. G. Williams, Streator, 
Lasalle Co., Illinois, May 3, 1876, at 10 A,i\I., 

to consider the propriety of organizing a, 
sewing society. Sr. Williams was called 
to the chair by unanimous vote. Meeting 
was then opened by prayer by the sister 
presiding; after which, the following reso
lutions were presented and carried : 

That we organize ourselves into a sewing 
society. That the society bear,the name of 
ihe Sisters of Light. 'rhat Sr. W. R. Reese 
be our permanent president. That Sr. Sarah 
Waltenbaugh be secretary. 'l'hat Sr. Eliz· 
abeth West be treasurer. That we meet on 
Wednesday of each week, at 9 A.i\I., in the 
house of Sr. Waltenbaugh and spend the 
day in work. That we tax ourselves five 
cents each meeting day, to help swell the 
funds of the society. That Srs. Simpson 
and West be appointed to purchase the nee-
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essary material, from the contributions on 
hand, with which to commence work. That 
while we are assembl<ld together, we pledge 
ourselves to refrain from speaking disre
~pectfnlly of any absent person, member or 
non-member, and that we will discounten
ance it in visiting brethren and sisters. 'rhat 
a copy of these resolutions be sent to the 
Herald Office for publication. That the 
means of the society accumulated by their 
1abor be used in helping the temporal in
terests of the cause of God, as wisdom shall 
<lirect. 

There were nine sisters present at the or
ganization, a good feeling prevailed and all 
felt as if God would bless the effort. 

A motion to adjourn till next Wednesday 
prevailed ; benediction pronounced by the 
8ister presiding, ·after which all departed 
for their several homes, rejoicing in the fu
ture prospects of the society. 

SARAH w ALTENBAUGH, Sec'y. 
STREATOR, May 3, 1876. 

BORN. 
At Buffalo Prairie, Mercer county, Illin

ois, March 26th, 1876, to Br. and Sr. D. S. 
Holmes, a son. 

MARRIED. 
At the residence of the bride's parents, 

'Bevier, Macon Co., Missouri, April 9, 1876, 
by Elder E. Rowland, Mr. Samuel Sneed 
-and Sr. Elizabeth Ann Rees, both of Bevier. 

Two other hearts are made to feel 
The kindling flame of love; 

JHay He who holds the power to seal, 
Record the same above.M-A4 E. L. 

DIED. 
At .Joy, Mercer county, Ills., March 16th, 

l.8i6, Orlando C., infant son of Asa and Har
riet C. Brown, aged 10 months and 11 days. 
:Funeral service by Elder .J. F. Adams. 

At Sandwich, DeKalb county, Ills., i\Iay 
15th, 1876, after a long and painful illness, 
'Sr. J\:Iartlrn White, wife of Bro. Valentine 
White, aged 33 years, 5 months and 10 days. 
.Sr. White was born at Eagletown, Hamilton 
·county, Ind., December 5th, 1842, and was 
baptized August 13th, 1861, by Elder James 
IHakeslee. Sr. White was both a wife D.nd 
mother, and is deeply mourned by husbanrl, 
children, and a band of widowed sisters. 
Her labors are over. Funeral services by 
Elders J. Smith and H. A. Stebbins. 

At Sandwich. DeKalb county, Ills., May 
12th, 1876, Sr. Emeline Banta, wife of Elder 
E. Banta, aged 48 years, 7 months, and 2 
days. Sr. Banta, was horn in the town of 
Bath, Steuben county, N. Y., October 10th, 
1826, obeyed the gospel in 1855, and lived 
·consistently trying fo1~ the crown to the end 
of her life. She was loved by her family, 
and is sincerely mourned. Funeral services 
by Elder W. W. Blair, assisted by Elder J. 
Smith. "She rests." 

At Excello Mills, Butler county, Ohio, 
April 27th, 1876, sister Mary Ann Fulton, 
aged 67 years and 11 months. She came to 
prayer meeting on Wednesday evening, as 
usual, :ind seemed to enjoy the spirit of the 
meeting more than common. She went to 
bed about twelve o'clock, with sister :.Vfo
Glaughlin, and diecl sometime between 
twelve and three o'clock. She mnst have 
died without a struggle, the pains of death 
being removed. 

At Bethel, Marshall county, West Vir
ginia, May 3rd, 1876, Henry A. Greathouse, 
son of Hiram and Aun Greathouse, aged 2 
years, 5 months, and 18 days. Funeral ser
vices by elder James Brown. 

Henry, thou hast gone and left us, 
Thy prattling tongue no more we hear~ 

Yet, dear Iamb, how much thou cheered us~ 
Though short thy pilgrimage here. 

Near Hornerstown, Monmouth county, N. 
J., April 15th, 1866, sister Mary Q. Horner, 
wife of brother Joseph Horner, in the sixty
first year of her a-ge. At the same place, 
April 25th, Bro. Joseph T. Horner, in the 
sixty-fourth year of his age. Funeral ser
vices of both the above were celebrated by 
elder Wm. Small, assisted by elder Joseph 
A. Stewart, of Philadelphia, Pa. Bro. Hor
ner and wife were baptized in 1840, by eld
er Erastus Snow, and remained steadfast to 
the truth. 

Near Brush Creek, Fayette Co., Iowa, 
April 28, 1876, Sr. Susannah Cramer, aged 
73 years, 1 month, and 21 days. She em
braced the Latter Day Work st an early day, 
and was received into the Reorgsnizil,tion 
on her original baptism, by General Confer
ence, April 187 5. 

Too Poor to Take a Newspaper. 
An anecdote is told of a farmer going one 

day to the office of a New York journal and 
ordering his paper stopped, because .he was 
too poor to take it longer. 

"Suppose we makes ba.rgain," said the 
edito~, "in this way. Go home and select 
a hen that shall be called my hen; sell the 
eggs that the hen lays during the year,J~nd 
send the proceeds to ·me as your subscrip
tion for the paper." 

The farmer was pleased at so easy a way 
to pay for his paper, and readily consented. 
The result was, that during the year the hen 
paid for the paper at twice its regular price 
of subscription. 

This is by no means a pure fiction, for the 
same may be true in a great multitude of 
cases. Almost every one wastes and throws 
away more than enough money during the 
year to get a weekly or daily newspaper 
that would furnish him with intellectual 
food, and keep him posted in the busy. 
stirring events of the day. A very small 
retrenchment in the luxuries that almost 
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every one indulges in would secure a daily 
visitor fuIJ of gossip about the doings of the 
great world around us; full of stirring 
events in the history that is every day be
ing made in our own country, and fuil of 
useful general information, and facts in lit
erature, science and art. Besides, it is the 
duty of the people to support the press, for 
it has always stood as a grand bulwark be
t ween them and political military oppress
ion; it has sounded the notes of warning 
that has often aroused them to action ; it 
has strippecl the borrowed cloak from cor
ruption and venality in high places, and 
showed them in all their deformity, and is 
to-day the great friend of education, justice, 
religion and peace. The press speaks 
everywhere, at all times, carrying light into 
places where otherwise perpetual darkness 
would reign. And when we remember what 
the world would be without the press-how 
darkness, ignorance, vice and oppression 
would flourish unopposed, let no one any 
longer say that he is too poor to take a news
pa per.-Printer' s Circular. 

Why They Went to War. 
A certain king sent to another king, say

ing, "Send me a blue pig with a black tail, 
or else-" 

The ot)ler replied: 
"I hfive not go~ one, and if I had-" 
On this weighty cause they went to war. 

After they hacl exhausted their armies and 
resources, and laid waste their kingdoms, 
they began to wish to make peace; but be
fore this could be done, it was necessary 
that the insulting language that led to the 
trouble should be explained. 

"What could you- mean," asked the sec
ond king of the first, "by saying, 'Send me 
a blue pig with a black tail, or else-?'" 

"Why," said the other, "I meant a blue 
pig with a black tail, or else some other 
color. But what could you mean by saying, 
'I have not got one, and if I had-" 

"Why, of course, if I had I should have 
sent it." 

The explanation was satisfactory, and 
peace was accordingly concluded. 

The story of the two kings ought to serve 
as a lesson to all. Most of the quarrels be
tween individuals are quite aR foolish as the 
war of the blue pig with a black tail. 

The tea tree was brought to England from 
China in 1768. The first barrel of tar made 
in New England was in 1688. The art of 
knitting lace was discovered in Germany in 
1561. Cables made of chain were first used 
in the :Royal Navy in 1812. The manufac
ture of silk was introduced into Europe in 
the year 1551. The plant. known as the 
"Dahlia" was discovered in Mexico in 1789. 
Steam was first used to produce motion in 

1628, by Brancas, in Rome. Water was first. 
conveyed to London by means of leaden· 
pipes in 1237. Human hair varies from the 
250th to the 600th part of an inch in thick
ness. Parched corn is not a modern luxury, 
but was common in ancient Bible times. 

GOLDEN GRAINS. 
In this life we have misery and woe; but 

if we strive rightly, our suffering will aU 
end at death. 

In the millenial reign we are evidenced 
there will be kings, priests and servants,
heirs of celestial, terrestrial and telestia} 
glories; if one is not able to live to reign, 
he may be able to live to serve, which would 
be great in comparison to losing all. 

The gospel of Christ is a law of liberty, 
calculated for every nature of man; if one 
obeys it and does his or her best, according 
to faith and capacity, and is then not able 
to live for more than the least; such is not 
condemned; for all shall receive according· 
to their works. . . 

All who accept and obey Christ are com
manded to lay up store in heaven; it is the 
priesthood's special duty to labor for souls, 
it is the privilege of all. 

There is no word or action but may be, 
taken with two hands; either with the right 
hand of charitable construction, or the sin
ister interpretation of malice and suspicion. 

Riches, honors, and pleasures are the 
sweets which destroy the mind's appetite 
for its heavenly food; poverty, disgrace, 
and pain, are the bitters which restore it. 

To be once in doubt is once to be resolved. 
I love sometimes to doubt, as well as to 
know.-Dante. 

There is more comfort and safety in the 
cultivation of belief and hope, fa9,n to in
dulge in doubt and despond. While we may, 
let us hope and pray. W. C. L. 

NOTICE. 
Vrh~n changing your place of residence, or desiring 

your paper sent to a different post-office, be particular 
in giving, in full, the name of the post-office, county, 
and state where you had been last receiving it, and 
distinctly state the name of the post-office, county and 
state to which you wish your paper sent in the future. 

If your paper has been going in a package, state 
whose. 

When mailing a letter, whether in a railroadcar, on 
a steamboat, or while visiting at a friend's, in every 
instance give your own address where you are taking 
your paper. 

When taking subscriptions for HERALD and HOPE be 
particular in giving the correct address of the" new 
subscriber." 

If your paper has been discontinued, state where 
you have la.-.:t been taking it, and the time it was stop~
ped. 
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True Latter ])ay Saints' Herald: 
..A. semi-monthly periodical, 32 pages, edited by JOSEPH 
SMITH. This is an official organ, explanatory of the 
faith of the church,-and contains correspondence from 
different parts of the world, giving accounts of the 
progress of the church, and setting forth the dealings 
of God with his people. 

Price $2.15 per year, half year $1.10, per quarter 55 
cents, free of postag2. 

Zion's lfo13e: 
A semi-monthly paper for children :;ind Sunday Schools 
Edited by JOSEPH SMITH. Price 60 cents per annum, 
iJOc. per half year, free of postage. 

Every child in IsTael should be supplied with the 
HOPE. It is designed specially to qualify th-em for 
the great future, in which we ~nticipate their per~ 
forming so important a part. 

The ~fossenger 
Published monthly at Salt Lake City, Utah, in the m
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e<litor. Postage free) 50 cents per yea-r. 

Holy Scriptures: 
Inspired Translation by Joseph the 1tfartyr. 
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New Testament, inspired 65 
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Colored covers, 43 pages, by mail 10 cents each, three 
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The Voice of '\Yarning and Instruction to all People, 

74 pages, by nmU 20 cents each; three for 50 cents, 
one dozen for $:J. 

Trial of the '\'r-itnesses to the Re.surrection of Jesus; 
a legal argument, :1G pages, 10 cents each. 

Maggie and Mary; or ihe Slanderer Exposed, 16 pages, 
10 cents. 

Concordance to Book of' Covenants, 24 pagea, 10 cents, 
Eaptirm1, C01ifirmation, and Ordination Certificates. 

bound in flexible Cffvers, 40 cents each. 
l\Iiuutes of Annual Conference, oflS73, lOc. each. 

mank Books: 
.Bra.nch Records, well bound in J_jeather backs and cor

ners, muslin sides, printerl headings, and ruled for 
312 names. Every branch should have one. 2 00 

Branch Rf'.cords, smne as above, for 624 names. 3 00 
District Records, printed headings and ruled for 1,248 

names, and bound same as above 3 00 

Tracts: 
No. 1, Mountain of the Lord's House, 8 pages, 20 cents 

per dozen, $1.30 par hundred. 
No. 2, Truth .Made Manifest, 12 pages, 25 cents per do-

zen, $1.75 per hundred. , 
No. 3, Yo ice of the Good Shepherd, 4 pages, 8 cents 

per dozen, GO cents per hundred. 
No. 4, Epitome of' Jfaith and Doctrine 1 one page, 5~ct8. 

per dozen, 30 cents per hundred. 
No. 5, The Gospel, 2 pages, 6 cents per dozen, 35 cents 

per hundred . 
No. 6, 'rhe ''One J3aptism;" its :n..:rode, Subjects, Pre~Re.· 

quisites and Design; and 1Vho Shall Administer; 18 · 
pages, 35 cents pgr dozen, $2.60 per hundred. 

No. 7, "\Yho Then Can be Saved, 4 pages, 8 cents per 
dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 8, ]'ullness of the Atonement, 16 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $2 per hundred. 

No. 91 Spiritualism Vie-\Yed from a Scriptural Stand~ 
roint, 20 pages, 40 cents per dozen, $3 per hundred. 

No. 10, The Narrow Vlay, 8 pages, 20 cents per dozeH, 
$1.30 per hundl'ed. 

No. lJ, 'l'he Pla.n of Salvation) 18 pages, 35 cents per 
dozen, $2.60 per hundred. 

No. I~, The Bible versus Polygamy, 14 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $1.90 per hundred. 

No. 14, Reply to Orson Pratt, 16 pages, 30 cents per 
dozen, $2 per hundred. 

No.15, Idolatry, 4 pages, 8 cents per dozen, 60 cents 
per hundred. 

No. 16, Polygamy: Was it an Original Tenet~ of the 
Church ?-10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.60 per bun· 
dred. 

No. 17, The Succ~~s:sor in the Prophetic Office and Pre
sidency of the Church, 16 pages, 30 cents per dozen, 
$2 per hundred. 

No.18, Rejection of the Church, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 

No. 20, The "One Body;" or the Church of Christ under 
the Apostleship and undercthe Apostasy, 16 pages, 
30 cents per dozen, $2 per hundred. _ 

No. 21, Truths by 'l'hree "'Witnesses1 one page, 5.cents 
per dozen, 20 cents per hundred. 

No. 22, Faith and B.e:pentance, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.30 per huudred. 

No. 23, Baptism, 10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.60 per 
hundred. 

No. 24, The Kingdom of God, 4 pages, 8 cents per doZ
en, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 25, Laying on of Hands, 4 pages, 8 cents per doz
en, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. :!.6, ]\fountain of the Lord's House, 4 pages, 8 cents 
per doz'en, GO cents per hundred. 

~;o. 27, The Sabi.lath Question, 12 pages, 25 cents per 
tlozen, $1.75 cents per hundred. 

No. 28, The Ilasis of Polygamy, a Criticism upon the 
(so called) Reveiation of July 12th, 18431 8 pages, by 
J. \V. Ilriggs; 20 cents a. dozen, $1,30 a hundred. 

A i-'!einorial to Congress, 8 pages~ 20 cents per dozen) 
$1.30 per hundred. 

1.flr.iP.l of the V\Tit.llBf.\SeS to the Resurrection, 32 pages, 
8 cents each, 75 ce11ts per dozeni $j.25 per hundred. 

Prophecy on the Rebellion, 20 cents per hundred. 

An assortment of 1'racts 50 cents. 
IN GERMAN LANGUAGE. 

No. 19, Epitoafe of Faith and Doctrine, and Revelation 
on late P~etiellion~ 2 pages, 6 cts. per dozen, 35 cents 
per hundred. 

'VVhc 'l'hen Can be Saved, 4 pages, 25 cents per dozen, 
$1.40 per hnndred. 

The Gospel, 2 pages, 6 cts. per dozen, 35 per hundred; 
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"HEARKEN TO IJ.'BJll WORD OF THE LORD, FOR THERE SHALL NOT A.NY MAN AIU.ONG YOU HAVE SAVE IIJ! B:I 
ONll W!l"R; AND CONCUBINES HE SHALL HAVll: NON:m."-Book of M01"mon •. 

UWHEN TilE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN AUTHORZ.?Y, TD PE.Ol?LE REJOIOlii; BUT WBJlN THE WICKED BEARETB: 
RULE, THE PEOPLE MOURN."-..Prov. 29: 2. 

Vol. 23. PLANO, ILL., JUNE 15, 1876. No.12. 

Sir Moses Montefiore, in 1849, on a 
mission to St. Petersburg, to negotiate "Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon 

'Z'ion: for the time to favor her, yea, the set with the Autocrat of the North, was 
time, has come. For thy servants take graciously received by the late Emperor, 
;pleasure in the stones, and favor the dust who had favored his wishes to visit his 
thereof."-Psalm 102: 13 and 14. · brethren of the dispersion in Russia, and 

""Whatever opinion may be formed as consented to the emigration of ten thou
to the special mode in which the at- sand Jews to Palestine, or some other set
,tempts are made to restore the Jews 'to tlement which Sir Moses may fix upon. 
Palestine, the circumstances that the.at- At that period the British Govern
tention. of so many individuals, Israelites ment, in appointment of a Consular 
and Christians as well as some of the Agent at Jerusalem, gave instructions 
crowned heads of Europe, has been called that he should, to the' utmost of his pow
to the national prosperity of God's lit.er- er, afford protection to the Jews. 
rJ Iaael, cannot be overlooked by the Among various other circumstances 
Hebrew Nation. In view of the Provi- that deserve notice in this respect, we 
dential interference at this time, the may refer to the frequent visits of Sir 
Jews feel that they are no longer out- J\foses and lady to the land of their fa. 
casts and despised, and they cannot re- thers, they being accompanied on their 
main indifferent to what is taking place. journey }Jy a Christian gentleman who 

Political changes are every year tak- ·was anxious to carry into effect a plan 
ing place in the East, which augur well for colonizing Canaan by the Israelites. 
for the Jews, and present appearances In the meantime a venerable gentleman 
favor the expectations that further and friend of this people, W. Ounnim~
changes will soon so dispose the nations ham, Esq,, of England, had published 
nbout Palestine, that the scattered mil- a letter to Lord Ashley, in which he ad
;lion.s of Israel may be restored to their vocated promoting the agricultural set
native land. tlem1311ts in Palestine by Israelites, by 

The late projects of two eminent ,Jews, assisting them V:ith money to defray the 
Rothschild and Sir Moses :M:ontefiore, expenses of then· voyages, erect houses. 
the first to purchase Jerusalem and its I and maintain t.hemsel.ves for the first 
neighboring places, as a refuge and ye~r, and also with agncultural and oth
home to all Jews wishing to return to a er implements. 
land consecrated by a thousand sacred \Ye notice also of Jewish colonies 
associations, and the latter to secure, by I which have been planted by Jews in 
a sort of leas~.' the possession of several Palestine for indu~trial purposes, a~d to 
towns and v111ages held sacred by the those whose attention have been d1rect
J ews, for the purpose of colonizing them ed to the agricultural purposes and pros
there, may indicate one means by which pects of the Holy Land, have furnished 
rt he Jew may be reinstated into more a tabular statement of the fall of the 
than his orig:inal civil privileges. former and fatter rains between the years 

WMle No. 34§. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



354 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

of 1846 and 1853, which rains were 
withheld by Providence during the nine
teen centuries of dispersion, so essential 
to the husbandman, and without which 
little can be realized in the cultivation 
of soil, more especially beneath an orien
tal sky, a literal fulfillment of prophecy 
declared by the prophet Joel more than 
2,500 years ago. (Joel 2: 23.) 

The following tabular statements of 
the fall of rain between 1846 and 1853, 
as stated by Dr. Macgowan, then resi
dent at Jerusalem, will doubtless prove 
interesting. 
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liV e observe next, that a party of 
wealthy gentlemen from England, at that· 
period, left for Jerusalem, with the pur
pose of commencing a colony in Jericho. 
At Tyre and Sidon also, an architect 
from England proceeded, with men and 
means, to commence a colony. 

An eminent Jew purchased land in 
the vicinity of Jerusalem, and about 
Jaffa, upon which Jews are settled and 
laboring. A wealthy Jewess, the wid
ow of a rich banker, Madame Polac, res
ident at Kcenigsberg, Prussia, purchased 
the Mount of Olives, in order to beauti
fy the place with improvements at her 
own expense. The first thing she did 
was to plant the whole area with a grove 
of olive trees, and thus to restore it to 
the original state of beauty from which 
it derives its name. 

The time having come to favor Zion, 
the rains occurring in their seasons, as 

of old, as well as many other signs of re
turning mercy to the land long desolate· 
has abundantly been demonstrated by 
actual experience and experiment in the 
last thirty-five years. The land is prov
en to be amazingly fertile, and is abound
ing in some favored localities, as about 
Jaffa, Artos, Bethlehem, and about J e
rusalem, with fruits capable of sustain
ing the people during six months in the 
year, and an abundance of vegetables of 
the largest size and richest flavor, pr~m
ising three harvests during the year. 

We extract from a London paper the 
following statement with reference to 
the change in Palestine. It says: "The 
land is looking up from her long night& 
of sorrow, and Palestine, once desolate, 
now a grain-growing country, is certain
ly a sign that her redemption is at 
hand." It further says: "There were 
lying, in 1851, in Falmouth harbor, for
ty vessels laden with grain from Syrifii 
and Palestine, to be followed by farther 
arrivals of the same. character; many 
more vessels similarly freighted, are on: 
their way to England." 

And what do all these providences 
teach us, but that Jehovah is about to· 
remember his covenant with his ancient 
people, and is preparing them to return· 
to the covenanted land. 

And in continuation of this, we notice 
that the late Prussian Ambassador at 
the court of the Pontiff, declared that 
throughout the vast dominions of Ger
many and Poland there is a general 
movement of inquiry, and a longing ex
pectation abroad that something will 
take place to restore the Jews to the 
land of their fathers. 

The Rev. T. Grimshawe says, in con
firmation, a vast number of Israelites 
are preparing to emigrate from Germany 
and Poland to settle in Palestine; while 
throughout the whole of Europe and 
Asia, a general expectation is raised 
among them that the time of their de
liverance is drawing near. Throughout 
Italy the same uneasiness and expecta
tion may be observed. This movement 
of the Jews toward Palestine, whatever 
may be thought of it as an evidence of 
a literal return, is at least indicative of 
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a state of m:ind not to be overlooked in 
our present discussion. 

In turning our attention to the pros-
1pects of this people, we behold an ever 
active Providence in preparing the way 
for restoring his chosen nation to the 
land of their fathers, and to the favor 
of their God, and to the beloved 
their Messiah, Prince and King. The 
time is near at hand when this standing 
monument of Divine displeasure, this 
once high honored but now scattered 
and dispersed family, is to be gathered 
from all the nations whither the Lord 
their God has scattered them. Ezekiel 

:3{) : 23-38; 39 : 25-29. 
When this period shall have come

·ccome it must-it will be an eventful 
period for the world. (Mich 7: 15-20.) 
The Prophet, anticipating their restora
tion; says: "An highway shall be made 
for them, as in the days of Assyria, when 
they came up out of the land of Egypt." 
When this people went down into Egypt, 
the Assyrian oppressed them. When the 
Lord was about to deliver them, he call
ed :Moses, the man of God, and said unto 
him, "I have seen the afiliction of my 
:people, and am come down to deliver 
them.'' Every difficulty was taken out 
·of the way, and they went out triumph
antly. In like manner, when the seven
ty years of Babylon's captivity had ex
pired, the Lord inclined the hearts of 
Darius and Cyrus, by whose decrees in 
their favor every hindrance was removed 
for their return to their own beloved 
land. In fact, the only plan which 
would tend to effectually secure the 
peace and prosperity of Palestine, would 
be the settlement of the many millions 
of them there; being an active, enterpris
ing people, they would soon rid the land 
of the marauding Arab tribes and pro
mote its welfare in every respect. 

Recent discoveries made in Africa and 
Japan, among the Affghans and Chinese, 
will swell the number greatly. Having 
taken special pains within the last twen
ty years to collect carefully from mission
ary statistics furnished by the mission
aries sent among the Jews throughout 
the world-missionaries numbering be
>tween two hundred an~,three hundred 

-a source most reliable-the following 
is a table, in specified order, as to the 
actual number of Jews scattered. 
China, including Ka-Fung-fu 
Russian Provinces in Asia 
Russia proper, 
Poland, . 
Prussia proper, 
Austria, . . . • 
Confederate States of Germany 
Amsterdam, in Holland, 
The Netherlands, 
France, 
Italy, 
England, 
Ionian Isles, 
Danish States, 
Sweden, . 
Switzerland, • 
Gibraltar, 
Galacia, . . 
N etherlandish Colonies, 
Kingstown, West Indies, 
Demarara, Esquibo, 
New Holland, 
St. Domingo, 
Porto Rico, . 
United States, 
South America, . . 
Fez, in Africa and J';lorocco, 
Tunis, . 
Algiers, 
Habesh, 
Tripoli, 
Egypt, . . . . 

60,000 
3,000 

. 1,200,000 
2,000,000 

135,000 
453,524 
138,000 

35,000 
50,000 
81,000 

200,000 
60,000 
7,00(} 

15,000 
1,700 
1,900 
4,000 

200,000 
500 

5,000 
200 
50 

5,000, 
. 3,300 
700,000 

10,000 
300,000 
130,000 

30,000 
20,000. 
12,00(} 
12,000 

In the Turkish Dominions in Eu-
rope and Asia, . . . 2,500,000' 

Those discovered in the East, as 
mentioned in 2 Kings 17: 6, the 
original country where the ten 
tribes were carried away cap
tive, the identified ten trib.es of 
which we have a complete his-
tory of recent dates, 7,000,00() 

A grand total of 15,000, 001) 

Happy shall those be who shall be 
employed in accomplishing God's pur
poses of mercy to his ancient people, for 
they shall prosper, as the prophet says, 
who love Zion. The honor and happi
ness to be thus obtained, appears to be 
now within the reach of two maritime 
powers. It is foretold that the ships of 
Tarshish, first (Isaiah 60 : 9), and next, 
the propelling vessels of the land of 
overshadowing wings (fsaiah 18), shall 
be employed in conducting the dispersed 
of Judah and the outcast of Israel to 
their home; and who are likely to be 
employed in this service, or who should 
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more easily accomplish it than the 
Anglo-Saxon nations, whose fleets have 
been long engaged in protecting and 
succoring the wretched, which have ac
cess to countries where the Jews are to 
be found. That the promises of J eho
vah shall be accomplished by two Gen
tile nations is absolutely certain, and 
everything seems to indicate their speedy 
fulfillment. Who that has paid any at
tention to passing events for the last 
few years in the Holy Land, can fail of 
seeing that God, in his providence, is 
now opening a similar way for their re
turn to the prophet land. 

For nearly two thousand years have 
these interesting people been wandering 
as strangers in every country under 
heaven, mingling in society e"'l·erywhere, 
occupying a conspicuous place in all the 
commercial and moneyed transactions of 
the world around; and yet, for all that, 
a distinct people, and a separate people 
from all others, as the generation that 
was first scattered, with a love for the 
land of Israel, as undiminished. with 
hopes as strong, and expectations as un
dying as any preceding generation. 

·We ask what other emigrating tribe 
has retained for so many centuries such 
a love of country, or cherished with 
such ardent desire the hope of return, 
as this singular people? But they are 
a peculiar people; they are, in a sense 
singular, the people of God; their land, 
the land of God; their national city, the 
city of God; and no matter where they 
dwell, whether in the icy regions of the 
north, or in the burning sands of the 
south, their eyes and their hopes are 
turned to their fatherland; and genera
tion after generation has expressed its 
ardent love in its race of pilgrims, who, 
notwithstanding all the difficulties and 
oppressions they have for ages been 
doomed to encounter, have braved every 
difficulty for what they considered the 
holy privilege of dying and being buried 
in the land of the prophets. Of late 
God has removed, in a great measure, 
the difficulties which stood so long in 
their way, and the pilgrim Jew can now 
visit the tombs of his ancestors freed 
from the long accustomed burdensome 

tax, while Jews from every land can,. 
undisturbed and unmolested, go there 
and present their petitions and their 
vows, if not in the temple (that the Shi
loh graced) yet in the land where the. 
temple once stood. 

The Jews are allowed to build houses,. 
and worship in their synagogues, none· 
making them afraid. Thus a highway 
is opening for their return. 

To the student of the Bible and church 
history there are few current subjects of· 
more absorbing interest or deeper sig. 
nificance than the events now daily tran
spiring which point to the repossession· 
of the Jews of their own land. The 
tide of progress, after a lapse of centur
ies, may be said to have fairly turned 
in that direction, and the prayer long: 
offered by that chosen, but now scatter
ed people, that Judah may be saved and' 
Israel dwell securely, and that the Re
deemer may come to Zion, is undoubted
ly hastening to fulfillment.-Rev. S. 
Bonhomme, in Propheti"e Times. 

Anciieut Remaill11s ou the Little· 
IDolorado. 

A correspondent of the Tucson Citizen,. 
writing from St. Johns, gives an account, 

·of a cave recently discovered, containing· 
relics of a lost race. He says: 

This cave is in one of the many isolat
ed cerritos (small mountains), scattered· 
all along the valley of the J.iittle Colora
do. There are the ruins of one of those 
ancient pueblos on the opposite side of 
the river, about half a mile from the 
cerrito in which the cave is situated. 
The mountain has been strongly fortified 
at one time, one wall of the fortification 
r.unning all around the hill, about fifty 
feet from the base, then, half way up,. 
another wall of forti:fication, running, as 
does the lower one, clear around the 
cerrito. Near the summit is still another 
line of fortification. * * The base of' 
the mountain, just below the lower line 
of fortifications, is literally covered with 
fragments of stones; probably thrown 
there by the slingers. 

On the north side of the mountain, 
facing the old village, is the entrance to· 
the cave. S~Jl.Rlying ourselves with 
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candles, Mr. Bradbury and myself start
ed in on an exploring expedition. I 
was astonished to see immense quantities 
of bows, arrows, stone axes, painted 
sticks, pottery, pieces of baskets, and 
now and then a piece of matting. 'l'his 
matting appeared fo be their clothing. 
All the pottery was of the ancient kind, 
fragments of which can be picked up 
near the many ruins found throughout 
this 'l'erritory. Everything indicated 
great antiquity; several baskets on be
ing taken outside ci:umbled to dust. In 
fact nearly all the relics which were near 
the entrance to the cave acted in this 
manner. All implements found were 
made of stone, bone or wood, and all the 
arrow heads picked up were made of 
bone and very small. There were bows 
and arrows of all sizes, from five feet in 
length down to a child's bow one foot 
long. There were thousands of painted 
sticks, similar to those used by the pue
blos on the Rio Grande, piled up in 
countless numbers. In anv other cli
mate but Arizona, except pe;haps South
ern California, everything would have 
long since rotted to dust, but owing to 
our dry atmosphere and the relics being 
in a cave perfectly water tight, eveJy
thing would remain in a good state of 
preservation for hundreds of years. 

Tl:i!e (;Jh.Hd1·eu of Alllll.lttlou. 

The question of our brother, given in 
the editorial of No. 6, volume 23, of the 
Herald, can be best answered by giving 
a brief sketch of the N ephites; (more 
especially the people spoken of in the 
records of Zeniff); from the time of 
their going up into the land of Zara
hemla, until a great part of the Lamanites, 
under the preaching of the sons of king 
Mosiah, second, became a righteous peo
ple. 

It happened that when the descend
ants of Lehi and his friends had been in 
the promised land somewhere between 
three and four hundred years, that one 
:M:osiah, being warned of God, gathered 
all those N ephites who would give heed 
unto his words and departed with them 
out of the land of Lehi-Nephi, and took 
their journey into tlie;W!l~rness j .where, .. ···· ... ilt 

being continually admonished in the 
ways of the Lord, they were led by the 
power of his arm into the land of Zara
hemla, where they discovered a pepple; 
who, (as they soon learned), had depart
ed from the city of J erusalerµ at the 
time Zedekiah, king of Judah, was car
ried captive into Babylon; and who had, 
at the time Mosiah and his people found 
them, become corrupted in their lan
guage, and had departed from the ways 
of the Lord, even denying his existence. 
After they had been taught by Mosiah in 
his language, and in the law of the Lord, 
they and the people of l\Iosiah became 
united, and he was made their king. 

After l'\Iosiah and his people had been 
but a short time in the land of Zarahem
la, one Zeni:!f, in company with a numer"! 
ous host departed out of the land of 
Zarahemla. to return to the land of 
Lehi-Nephi, and repossess their first in
heritance; which was then in possession 
of the Larnanites. 

Upon coming near to the land, Zeniff 
was sent as a spy to discover the forces 
of the Lamanites, that 'the army of 
Nephites might come upon them and 
destroy them. But he, not delighting 
in the shedding of blood, desired the 
leader of the Nephite army to ~ake 
a treaty of peace with them. He being 
a cold, blOod·thirsty man, commanded 
that Zeni:ff should be slain; for which 
cause there arose such a contention that 
father fought against father, and broth
er against brother, until they were 
nearly all destroyed, and the few who 
remained returned again to the land of 
Zarahemla. Zeni:ff, still being desirous 
to possess the land of Lehi-Nephi, made 
up a second company, and again took 
his journey into the wilderness; and af
ter much aillietions and wanderings, 
they pitched their tents in the place 
where their brethren were slain. Zeni:ff, 
in company wi'th four of his men, then 
went into the city that they might learn 
the disposition of the king, that he 
might enter into a covenant with him 
for a possession for his people; by which 
he succeeded in obtaining the Janel of 
Lehi-Nephi and the land of Shilom. 
The king also commanded his people to 
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depart out of these lands, that Zeni:ff 
and his people might possess them in 
peace; who accordingly began to repair 
the cities of Lehi-Nephi and Shilom, 
and also to till the ground and to pros
per exceedingly. After they had been 
in the land for the space of twelve years, 
Laman, who was then king of the Lam
anites, began to be uneasy and to stir up 
his people unto contention against the 
people of Zeniff; and in the thirteenth 
year he undertook, with a numerous 
host, to drive them off their possessions. 
They therefore called upon Zeniff for 
protection, who accordingly armed them 
with weapons of war .and went forth 
with them to battle against the Laman
ites, and overcame them and siew them 
with great slaughter, and drove them 
out of their land and again established 
peace. 

After this little experience Zeniff es
tablished means for the protection of his 
people, by constructing all kinds 'of 
weapons of war, and setting guards all 
about the land j after which, they had 
continual peace and became exceedingly 
prosperous for twenty-two years; at the 
end of which time, the son of king 
Lamm1 began to reign over the Laman
ites and to stir them up to war against 
the people of Zeniff. Zeniff, howev-

detected their designs by sending 
among them, ar,d accordingly made 

preparations to go against them to battle, 
that they might not come upon his peo
ple and destroy them, and succeeded a 
second time in driving the Lamanites 
out of the fand, and did again establish 
peace among his people. Zeniff being 
now in his old age conferred. the king
dom upon his son, Noah, who soon de
parted from the ways of his father; 
walking in the pride of his own heart, 
fulfilling the lusts of his mind; having 
many wives and concubines, causing his 
people to commit all manner of iniquity; 
and taxing them with one-fifth of all 
they possessed, which he used for the 
support of his wives and concubines; 
also, the support of his priests, their 
wives and concubines. 

Having put down the priests who 
were consecrated by his father, he con-

secrated new ones in their stead who 
were wicked, like himself. He also 
built many strong towers and spacious 
buildings and gloried in the work of his 
hands ; instead of trusting in the Lord 
who had at different times delivered his 
father from the power of his enemies 
Now, when Noah began to be at the 
hight of his glory and prosperity, the 
Lamanites began again to make excur
sions upon his people, robbing them of 
much property; he therefore sent his 
army against them and drove them from 
the land with a great victory; for which 
cause both himself and his people wm·e 
lifted up in the pride of their hearts and 
boasted in their own strength; thus fo. 
creasing in their wickedness· until the 
Lord commanded one Abinadi to go 
forth am'ong them and proclaim ngains(. 
their abominations; and to prophesy 
evil against them, except they i·epented 
and turned from their evil ways. 

Noah and his people became so a1;gry 
at this, that they threatened to take the 
life of Abinadi; but he departed from 
among them for the space of two 
when he again went among them 
guise, and still foretold evil 
them; for they repented not 
wickedness and hardened their hearte 
against his word, and became so 
that they both cast him into prison 
put him to death. But there was 
among the priests of Noah whose 
was Alma, who believed in his 
knowing that he had spoken the 
concerning the people; therefore, he did 
plead with the king, that he would spare 
the life of Abinadi and let him depart, 
in peace. This made the king more 
angry, insomuch that he commanded 
Alma to be cast out from among his 
people, and afterward sent his serv
ants after him to slay him; but he fled 
from them and hid himself in a thicket; 
of trees by the waters of Mormon. Af
ter he had escaped from them he repent
ed of his past· life and began to teach 
the people privately, (for fear of the 
king), the worM they had heard by the 
mouth of Abinadi; and :many resorted 
to the waters of Mormon where Alma. 
preached untp them faith and repent-
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ance, and many believed his words, were 
baptized, and formed themselves into a 
church, with Alma as their leader. 
King Noah not being very well pleased 
with these proceedings, sent his army to 
destroy them. Alma being made ac
quainted with the design of the king, 
departed with his people into the wil~ 
derness, where they settled in a land 
which they called Helam, and did pros
per exceedingly; but the army of king 

· Noah which did search after the people 
of Alma to destroy, became reduced in 
number, and the remainder were filled 
with contention, and a portion of them 
began to threaten the king; and one 
Gideon drew his sword, swearing that he 
would slay the king, and did fight with 
him; but the king, being about over
powered, ran into a tower, which was 
near the temple, to which place he was 
pursued by Gideon where he also dis
covered that the Lamanites were upon 
them. , Therefore, Gideon spared his 
life, and the king commanded his peo
ple to flea into the wilderness for their 
lives, to where they were pursued and 
overtaken by the Lamanites, who began 
to slay them. At this, Noah, his priests, 
and some others left t.heir wives and 
children and :fled for their own safety ; 
but the remainder entered into· a cove
nant with the Lamanites which permit
ted them to dwell safely on their lands, 
but compelled them to give one-half of 
all their possessions to the king of the 
Lamanites. 

.Now, those men who had fled farther 
into the wilderness became desirous to 
know of the welfare of their wives and 
children, and were anxious to return: 
but the, king commanded that they 
should not return. which made them so 
angry that they t~ok him and put him 
to death. They would have put the 
priests to death, also, but they fled from 
tham into the wilderness. Now, having 
the king and his priests out of the way, 
they were about to return to the land of 
Lehi-Nephi, when they were met by 
Gideon, who was in search of the king, 
and who told them of the safety of their ' 
wives and children. After telling him 
of the death of the king they returned 
::igain to the land of Lehi-Nephi; where 

Limhi became king in his father's stead, 
and established peace among his people; 
which prevailed for two years, when the 
Lamanites came against them to battle, 
but were driven back before them and 
their king left. for dead; and thus was 
taken prisoner by the people of Limhi. 
The cause of the battle was :-The 
priests of Noah being ashamed to return 
to their wives and children, kidnapped 
a number of the daughters of the Lam
anites, who, supposing the deed to have 
been done by the people of Limhi, came 
against them to battle; the result of 
which, we have already seen. But the 
Lamanites came again to battle against 
them, and brought them under bondage; 
and which caused them to murmur ex
ceedingly because of its severity, and af
ter several fruitless attempts to throw 
off the yoke, they did humble them
selves and cried mightily unto the Lord, 
and were finally delivered by fleeing in 
the night, (while the Lamanites were 
intoxicated), into the wilderness toward 
the land of Zarahemla, in company with 
Amon and his friends who had just come 
from that place to learn of their welfare. 
As soon as they were missed, armies 
were sent in pursuit of them, who fol
lowed their tracks two days, but could 
not follow them any longer, and became 
lost in the wilderness. After these 
armies had wandered about for many 
days, they came upon the priests of Noah 
in the land which was called Amulon, 
and the name of their leader was Amu
lon. Now Amulon and his brethren 
did join the Lamanites for the purpose 
of searching for the land of Lehi-Nephi; 
and \7hile they were thus searching 
they came upon the people of Alma in 
the land of Helam, and took possession 
of the land and made A:mulon the lead
er of Noah's priests, king over the land 
of Hefam. And. these people of Aµrn
lon were made priests and teachers in 
all the possessions of the Lamanites, 
and they did persecute the people of 
Alma and bound heavy and grievous 
burdens upon them. And they did 
groan because of the burdens which the 
children of Amulon and his brethren 
did put upon them; but the Lord heard 
their cries and delivered them, by cans-
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ing a deep sleep to fall. upon their., ene
mies· when they fled mto the w11der
ness ~nd went to the land of Zarahemla, 
where they arrived about the same time 
with Limhi and hi.s people. Both par
ties were received. with great joy by the 

them suffered bondage; with them were 
delivered; and with them went unto the 
land of Zarahemla. They therefore left 
the land of Lehi-Nephi, instead of He-
laman. FRANCIS EARL. 

people; and those among them w~o §p'.i.1ditualism. 
were of the children of Amulon and his PART SECOND. 

brethren being ashamed of the conduct h f . 
of their' fathers,· took upon themselves ·we have seen t at one phase o Spiritu-

alism is that allied with religion. While 
the name of Nephi. the lower orders of humanity are con: 

Now Alma being granted the privil- tent with the low forms of superstition, 
ege went about all the land of Zarahem- there have ever been among heathen na
la, ~stablishing churches in all the land, tions a class whose natures dem;mded an 
ordaining p1·iests and teachers over exalted system of faith and morals. ~Ian, 
them. Now Alma had a son, whose we believe, was created in the image of 
name was Alma, who, in company with God, and a certain dignity is inseparable 
the sons of l\fosiah, went about doing· from his nature. In accordance with 
much injury to the church of God this view is the statement of Scripture 
which was established by his father. that the patriarclis were superior men. 
They were converted, however, by the ·when the nations were dispersed after 
power of God and became mighty men the confusion of tongues, they of course 
in establishing righteousness, both among carried with them traditions of God's 
the N ephites and Laman Hes. After the deulings with former generations ; and 
death of Mosiah, the people began to be those who settled nearest to the centre 
aoverned by judges, Almn, the son of from which they went out would be most 
Alma, being the first judge; while ~he likely to retain the purest traditions. In 
sons of Mosiah went unto the Lamamtes proof of this, one of the most ancient in
and turned many of them unto righteous- scriptions found in the ruins of Babylon 
ness who did call themselves by the is an account of the flood. 
name of Anti-Nephi-Lehis. Now the Zoroaster, who lived near Ararat in 
Amulonites, Amalekites and the remain- very ancient time, taught a system that 
der of the Lamanites united themselves conl;ained much absolute truth. It would 
to destroy the Anti-N ephi.Lehis, and not be unscriptural to assume that he 
succeeded in destroying many of them; had the true spirit of prophecy, as the 
but being cm:nmanded of God, the sons three magi-his followers-had who 
of Mosiah led them into the fand of brought gifts to Christ. His religion 
Jershon which was given them hy the had, however, in their day, degenerated 
Nepbites for an inheritance, 13eing into worship of the sun. 
angered at this, the Amulonitcs, A.male- 'l'he Brahminical faith, is as old as any 
kites and Lamanites, joined themselves false system, and: its fundamental doc-

' N h' ' in war a()'ainst the l ep ites, out were trines are not far from correct. The 
overcome

0

by the armies· of Moroni and doctrine of the Trinity is defined with 
Helaman; and thi.s is about the last of considerable accuracy; and prophecies 
the Amulonites as a people. are recorded concerning the advent of 

'So, to account for the children of one person of the Trinity upon the earth, 
Amulon and his brethren being at Zarn- under the name of Chrisna; and a his
hemla, is simply to say that they went t?r~ is _given of his adv.ent and life. ~he 
with the people of Limhi ; being those s1m1lar1t~ ~et'Yeei:- ancient :Brahmamsm 
children ·who were abandoned by the and Ohrrnt1amty .is so great that Infidels 
priests of Noah when they :fled into. the argue th11t the latter is derived from the 
wilderness from before the Lamamtes. I former. 
These children gained the same me~cy The sptem taug~t by Con!i:cius. is 
that the people of J,imhi gained; with pure philosophy, w1tbout Spmtuahty 
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enough to bring it under present notice. I ganism of all lands originated in the 
The chief of all false teachers, and trntl1. 

one of the wonders of the living world Moses was learned in all the knowl
is, Gaut~ma Buddab. Th.e only way. to edge of the Egyptians. He a~terward 
account for such charaters 1s on the prm- becmne schooled for forty years m Abra
ciple of evolution. A peculiarity of the hamic traditions. He doubtless loved 
Hindoo mind is an excess of the imagin- the faith of his pro<>enitors and wished, 
ation over conscience. The Persians in rescuing his peo~le from the tyranny 
partake of it, and hence the common of the task-masters, to also rescue them 
nhrases, Oriental exfravagance-exuber- from Egyptian superstition. Among the· 
~nee-mysticism, &c. .'l._'he Europe~.n traditions that he learned in JYiidian, we 
and African and American-either ab- may be sure, was the promise God had 
originee or immigrant stock-under- made to Abraham that his posterity 
stand each other perfectly ; but the Bos- should possess the land of Canaan. We 
phorus seems to divide the world of may further suppose that these great 
mankind into two classes-those who can thouo·hts occupied his mind for many 
tell the truth and those who will not. years~ and that he prayed for aid and 
The latter class fashioned a religion to instruction many thnes before he had 
their wants. known as Brahmanism. the great commissfon given him from 
This religio~ reacted on the race and the fiery bush. Thus he was fitted for 
heighten~d its peculiarities. Fathe:s the office of lawgiver and became the 
transmitted to sons a tendency to mystic founder of a dispensation. He restored 
contemplation, till Gautama was pro- the faith of his progenitors, and adopted 
duced; and he produced Buddhism. No such ceremonies as were calculated to 
matter what else it is-it is a monstrosity. perpetuate it. 

A true faith can only be mantained by Although -the ancients excelled the 
true and constant revelation, and a true moderns in the highest gifts, they were 
priesthood; and even these fail; so that lower in the moral scale, and their ig
all systems of all lands, the Latter Day norance left them more a prey to de
faith excepted, are corrupt forrus of more lusion. They were prone to worship 
ancient faiths. Some fundamental doc- visible objects and heroes; and to con
trines may remain, but men's imagina- sult wizards, astrologers, &c. On the 
tions operated upon by spiritual mani- other hand it was difficult for them to 
festations, soon surround them with gross realize the unseen God, and difficult to 
superstitions and false speculations. meet the requirements of the holy law. 

It is probable that a pure form of faith The famous· E!usinian mysteries were 
and worship continued long in parts of practiced in honor of Ceres, who was 
Arabia, Phmnecia and Canaan; and the probably a female predecessor, and sup
true priesthood was still held there wh•3n posed to have introduced the cultivation 
Abraham migrated thither; and the de- of grain into Greece. Augurs were 
scendants of JJot and Abraham settled simply fortune-tellers, who interpreted 
and occupied parts of those countries. entrails instead of shu:ffiing cards, or 

The religious system of Egypt was looking at the palm of the hand. As
doubtless instituted by Mizraim, and trologers were then what they are now. 
continued, for many generations, sublime Rollin says they correctly predicted the 
in morals, and wonderful in knowledge. death of Alexander at Babylon. It 
The Greek nations growing up in the seems that in the earliest ages men had 
meantime from adventurous tribes, had the greatest power of prognostication. 
lost more of their traditions, and the Liresius is represented as an original 
philosophers of that country went into colonist of Thebes, who foretold the des
Egypt and Phmnecia to learn the myste- tinies of the city, and its kings. A more 
ries held and perpetuated by the priests. reliable aocount concerning Rome, states 
The Druids obtained their knowledge that at the founding of the city a num
from the same source, and thus the pa- ber of vultures appeared that corres-
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ponded with the number of centuries the ophy, its poetry and its facts; and these 
empire would endure. There may be supports were intertwined and inter
principles of correspondence and enumer- dependent. Christianity overthrew the 
ation that interpret the future; and philosophy; stripped off the fictions, and 
there may be a connection between "the left the facts so naked they were like 
motions of heavenly bodies and human hideous skeletons-to be put out of sight. 
affairs. I Milton, in on: of his gems, represents 

In the olden time Spiritualism took to the gods as fleerng at the mere rumor of 
itself the dignity of history and the the birt\_of Chr~st; and the world pro
beauty of poetry. The marshalling of ~.o;mces lu beaut.1ful poetry. It m~y ~c 
troons where there were no troops was :IYI11ton thought lt truth. The devils rn 
heaia 'in the streets of Alexandri~ the Judea said to Christ, "We know thee 
night before Anthony's fall. Before the whom thou art." "Thou art the Christ, 
destruction of the temple by Titus a voice the Son of God." And he suffered 
was heard in it saying <>J..,et us go them not to speak, and rebuked them, 

' ' "f th k h C' · t" hence." And Brutus, before the last or ey new e was nns . 
fatal encounter with his foes, ~aw a Han, proud man, "plays such fanta.<tic tricks 

Before high heaven as make the angels weep." 
spectre that said, "Meet me at Phil- The devils fled, the oracles were dumb, 
lippi." but man kept up his horrid mockery. 

Soothsaying and divining by astrology In the time of the apostles the line 
were different manifostations of the between divine and devilish rnanifesta
power that gave the oracles. A pytho- tions was well defined. Certain signs 
ness, answering in every sense to a "followed them that believed," and the 
trance-medium. sat in a t.;mnle and gave special gift of discernment of spirits was 
responses-generally false b~t sometimes bestowed on the faithful. Frequent 
strangely true-to such persons as paid warnings were given to the saints. St. 
for them. The medium was violently John wrote, "Believe not every spirit." 
agitated, and muttered responses that "l\Iany false prophets are gone out into 
were shaped into rhymes, and improved the world." "Many deceivers are en
npon, by priests in their natural senses. tered into the world, who confess not 
Responses were also given by vocal oaks, that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. 
doves, brass basins, &c. This is a deceiver and an antichrist." 

Julian, when attempting to restore the "I have a few things against thee, because 
Pagan religion, professed to have been thou sufferest that woman J ezebe1, which 
visited in person by Minerva, Appollo, callest herself a prophetess, to teach, and 
Hercules, and other ,go:Js and gode~s.es; I to 7educe my servan~s," &c. . "Thou hast 
and that they toucheo. hun, spoke to J:mn, a few names, even m Sardis, that have 
and instructed him. The narrative lacks not defiled their garments." The Lord 
the dignity that Homer gives to the recognized the fearful nature of the strife 
part the divinities took at the siege of from the beginning of his ministry, and 
Troy,wheretheyhurleddartsandrained John noted it down to the close of his; 
hail, sent pestilence and spread confusion and then the book was shut and we have 
on either side at will. to go to profane history to learn the awful 

The enthusiasm of earnest belief may slaughter of Christians, the sickening 
have made occurrences possible then that strife of the sects, and the transformation 
cannot happen again; and human nature of the church into a semi-pagan institu
is not in every age the same. However it tion called the J'.fother of Abominations. 
may be, the interest of the classic annals As the Apostolic Church declined 
is hightened by such episodes. A third the Church of Rome took its place
part of the ancient poetry is made up of one merging into the other like dissolv
such conceptions, and those works are ing views. The so called Catholic 
the store-house of the poetry of the race. Church has had a zeal worthy of her 
Their value to philosophy is much less. claims, has preserved many fundamental 

Paganism was supported by its philos- doctrines, and was, through many cen-
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turies, the centre r.,nd source of civilizing 
influence; yet her history is a horror 
and her crimes so inhuman they can 
only be attributed to the devil; and that 
is the way the ancient prophets and 
apostles dispose of them. The powers of 
the ~pirit world seem to have confined 
their. energies to corrupting a faith they 
could not repress. There was a contest 
kept up against the theories of pagan 
philosophy, but they insensibly crept in; 
while pagan ceremonies were adopted 
from policy. Spiritual gifts or mani
festations were, at one stage of her his
tory, confined to ~eresiarchs; and at a 
later period they were made to support 
the pretentions of the priesthood. But 
they were not of the original type, and 
it is manifested by them, even, that the 
true Church had been captured by the 
opposing power, and turned over to a 
new phase of heathenism. 

As the old hulk is doomed to dissolu
tion, we can afford to say there was no 
more paganism in her pageantry than 
the poor humanity of the da,rk ages 
seemed to demand; and her painting, 
architecture and music filled a void in 
the great aching universal heart. 

The seventh century is marked by 
the rise of Islamism. The faith of the 
patriarchs had lingered long in Arabia., 
but had at last given place to Sabeanism. 
:iJiahomed was a descendant of Abraham 
and undertook the. restoration-of the 
ancient faith-his character was that of 
a reformer. He found his people sunk
en in idolatry and was himself too great 
to subscribe to such folly. Judaism was 
an effete system and ·Christianity cor
rupt. All he knew of the latter he 
learned from a monk. It was natural 
that his thoughts should turn to the 
faith of Ishmael and his progenitors. 
He incorporated as much of Judaism 
and Christianity into his system as he 
could harmoniZe with it, and retained.· 
many forms of the Sabean worship. This 
much is comprehensible. Hew.as aided 
by dreams and trance and vision, as all 
mystics are. It is enough to know that 
he has no place in the programme of pro
phetic vision, was not himself a prophet, 
had not the power of miracle, and was 

blind to the excellencies of Christianity. 
In this connection, though not in 

chronological order, we come now to 
Sweuenborg. 

'.i:he peculiar features of Swedenborg's 
system is that he gave a spiritual inter
pretation to all the prophecies that re. 
fate to the future. No one can disprove 
thv,t they have a spiritual significance, 
but Swedenborg denied their literal in
terpretation and thus exposed his sys
tem to the assaults of common sense" 
The conclusion is, that if his careering 
through heaven and hell left him in 
such gross ignorance of the literal ful
fillment of prophecy, he is not reliable 
in his profound, occult and exceedingly 
mystified spiritual interpretations. His 
heavens and hells are much alike and 
both exceedingly dreary and their in
habitants occupied with trifles. He 
should be held in reverence for his great 
qualities but no credence given him. 
We must suppose that he reported a 
particular phase of the abode of im
prisoned spirits, or that lying spirits 
misled his imagination. His experiences 
differ, in some respects, from those of 
all others, and if his were true, all others 
must be false. When the · christian 
world is given up to such vagaries, its 
condition will be as lamentable as the 
J3rophets of old described it to become 
in the last days. 

Swedenborg watched and narrated 
the progress of a fire in Stockholm when 
he was fifty or a hundred miles away. 
In his researches in the spirit world he 
professed to have met persons from the 
interior of Africa who had ·a better ap
pearance than their countrymen in gen
eral-were intelligent and eager search
ers after truth. Subsequent researches 
proved that a corresponding nation does 
exist there. He described the moon 
a1so as destitute of trees, which was veri
fied by the use of Rosse's telescope at a 
later period. He appears to be the 
greatest of all the mystics of all ages 
and climes. Viewed from his own 
standpoint he is collossal, but he lacked 
the saving grace of common sense. Who 
wishes to climb his winding, lofty stair
ways, whence he himself brought down 
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so much of error and so little trnth. viewed the Bible in a familiar and com-
It is necessary to bring those founders prehensive way. The evident purport 

of systems all under review, because of it was to supplant and supply the 
Spiritualists class them with the I-'ord, place of all of God's revelations; and 
and seek in the boasted comprehensive- strange to say the whole system seemed 
ness of their learning, to base a Har- complete, philosophical and especially 
mqnial Philosophy on general facts and scientific. Indeed it was a forerunner 
universal experiences. of the most conspicuous theories that 

Protestantism came up in protest scientists have since then built up;· and 
against popish superstitions, bogus mir- science h~s not since then contravented 
acles and priestly vagaries, and was it, any teaching of the whole work. Of 
self as barren of spiritual gifts as its edi- course it is false, but for ingenuity and 
fices were of ornament. It acknowl- plausibility it exceeds all false systems 
edged nothing of the kind but witch- of whatever source. It is not much 
craft, and tried to suppress that. Witch- read now, but it is still the basis of the 
craft is a low form of Spiritualism and faith and philosophy of' Spiritualists. 
is the reiigion of savage tribes. It got It contained a prophecy that in a short 
its harmful character from the imagina- time spirits would form a communica
tions of evil men more than from evil tion with mankind, and I believe it is a 
spirits; and w he th er spiritmtl or psy- fact that the first pretended and authen
chological or both, the phenomena were ticated communication of the kind in 
genuine and the narratives of it true modern times was rapped out to the Fox 
history; but the killing of witches was girls in Rochester, in 1849. 
a slaughter of the innocents, and a dis- Coming in such "questionable shape," 
grace to human annals. Spiritualism spread alarm among Chris-

Finally; that Spiritualism precedes tians and crea,ted interest everywhere; 
so nearly the second advent of Christ, but it may fairly be said it has disap
gives it great significance. That it is pointed reasonable expectations. It;; 
an opposite power to him is deducible first works and triumphs were its gteat
from general facts and principles. The 1 est. Its first enlisted names are still the 
method and time of its rising, with ref- greatest on its roll. It gains in a'dher
erence to the Latter Day 'V ork, is re- en ts and is unfolding physical manifes
markable. It first appeared in the form tations, but its literature turns sound 
of animal magnetism almost synchron- minds away in sorrow or disgust. Its 
ously with the proclamation of the "ev- current revelations are a mass of gibber
erlasting gospel." Very soon thereafter I ish and lies. Two of the works I have 
it imitated the current of sacred events , are written in a pitable ton~ of malevo
.by the wonderful performance of an ii- lence, and in a style that betokens nar
literate yovth, A. J. Davis. Without rawness of thought. A third is the 
any preparation or forethought, he spoke "Summer Land," by A. J. Davis. Its 
words that were taken down by scribes, tone is benignant, but alas its subject 
and published j making a large volume; matter is vapidity, distended and dif
and called "Nature's Divine Revelation fused. It relates the personal observa
and a Voice to Man." It was a work tions of the author in the land of the 
of great learning and of great interest, after life. His descriptions correspond 
and was spoken of as a wonder no less . so nearly with Swedenb(ilig's description 
for its contents than for the method of of the three heavens, that it is probable 
its production. It related to very many the two observers had a similar ex11eri
of the topics treated in the former work e~ce, and not impossible that they de
of God's Divine Revelation-the Book cribe the same realm. They conflict 
of Mormon. It, too, related histories of however en~ugh to throw discredit upon 
the origin of nations; and discussed sub-. both. Homer's description of hades, 
jects related to the plan of salvation; written three thousand years ago, is of 
gave the history of creation, and re- the same character; and I infer that 
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Homer was a medium, or that he had 
'<lonversed with a medium who, in trance 
·or vision, had beheld the scenes de
scribed; and thus established a basis in 
'Something like reality for the poetic fie
. tions of that olden time. 

Brittain's Quarterly contains a com
munication from Col. Baker, to a lady 
·in California, to the effect that imme
diately upon passing from the battlefield 
of Ball's Bluff he was taken in charge 
by Swedenborg and they began a pro
found and most improbable cimversa

·tion without delay or introduction. The 
descriptions of scenes agree with Davis 

,and Swedenborg and Homer; so it must 
be admitted Spiritualism has a definable 
idea of the other world; but it is a 
dreary realm-worse than life in the 
deserts of Nevada-worse than floating 
naked on a cloud. I am favorable to 
the supposition that they describe the 
realities of the prison spoken of in 
:Scripture and that spiritual communica
'tions come from that realm ; and for 
that reason never speak of heaven or 
hell, or Christ, or Raphael, Michael, or 
·the redeemed; and contain no knowledge 
-of value to man. 

Reading spiritual books is well de
.scribed in Isaiah, in the chapter concern
ing the finding of the Book of Mormon, 
"It shall be unto them even as unto a 
hungry man who dreameth and behold 
he eateth, but he awaketh and his soul 
is empty.'' If the heaven of Spiritual
ists is the telestial kingdom, to save them 
·from it is a work of supreme benevo
lence. 

Spiritualism is making head way against 
the churches; modifying their principles 

,and doctrines. and checking their growth. 
It has the advantage of being a living 
system. It and the Church of Latter 
Day Saints are the only two live sys
tems in the world ; and that is proof 
that each is the antagonist of the other; 

cand'that they are representatives of the 
,antagonistic powers and systems of the 
past eras. This being their character 

-they must prevail over other systems, 
and stand at last contending champions 
for the dominion of the world. Spirit
''Ualists have the advantage of numbers, 

and, perhaps, in natural talent. They 
can enlist the rising geniuses and the 
wealth and power and learning of the 
world; and can appeal to pride and pas
sion and patriotism and all the natural 
affections; while the Saints have to 
crucify these as they hold up the single 
banner of a crucified Lord. The latter 
have the advantage of a knowledge of the 
true nature of the contest, and of the final 
issue. Those conscious of their power are 
ever generous in strife and they will 
give a fair field; but their foes will meet 
a persistency and earnestness that will 
cause them astonishment and alarm. 

Provision is made for the contest with 
the Spiritualism of the last days in the 
following words from the Doctrine an~ 
Covenants: 

"Behold, verily I say unto you, that there 
are many spirits which are false spirits, 
which have gone forth in the earth, deceiv
ing the world. * * * Wherefore it shall 
come to pass that if you behold a spirit 
manifested that you can not understand, 
and you receive not that spirit, you shall 
ask of the Father in the name of Jesus, and 
if he give not unto you that spirit, that you 
may know that is not of God; and it shall 
be given unto. you power over that spirit; 
and you shall proclaim against that spirit 
with a loud voice that it is not of God. And 
the kingdom is given you of the Father and 
power to overcome all things which are not 
ordained of him." 

I have endeavored to show that there 
were false and true manifestations at the 
beginning and to trace the two streams 
through history and note their varia
tions. 

We have seen that when Moses wrought 
miracles, the magicians did the same by 
their enchantments. At the time of 
revelation to Israel by Urim and Thum
mim there was much muttering and 
peeping and consulting with familiar 
spirits. 

In opposition to the dispensation of 
the law from Sinai may be placed the 
inspired law givers of Crete and Rome. 
In opposition to Christ were Satan's 
temptations, false Christs and demoniac 
possessions. And now in these last 
times, when after the long silence of 
ages, the heavens have again opened 
and 

"The Spirit of God like a fire is burning, 
And angels are coming to visit the earth." 
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This opening of the heavens seems to 
have given opportunity for the divisions 
of the nether world to escape their con
finement, and their exploits so offset the 
blessings of the Church that the latter 
are ignored by the world. They seem 
to have begun the fulfillment of the pre
diction of St. J ohn-"and are the spir
its of devils working miracles, which go 
forth unto the kings of the earth and of 
the whole world, to gather them to the 
battle of that great day of God Al-
mighty." S. F. W. 

Rea.ions Wb:y the §i~k Do Not 
Always .Receive .Relief. 

Bro. Joseph:-I will give your read
ers some reasons why by the following 
parable: 

There once lived a merchant and a 
farmer who had plenty of this world's 
goods, and who in religion was a Meth
odist. Being somewhat radical in mind, 
he went to listen to all the preachers that 
came to the vicinity where he lived; 
and among others he went and heard a 
servant of God preaching the gospel in 
its fulness, with signs following the be
lievers, as in ancient times. His argu
ments, reasons, and scriptures were so 
convincing, (for he had the Spirit of 
God in him), that this Methodist soon 
declared that this is a gospel indeed, and 
better than any other ism, Methodism 
included; consequently he obeyed the 
same. In process of time, he was affiict
ed; then sorely sick, and sent for a doc
tor, who came and gave him the necesary 
pills and powders, with instructions how 
to take them; but weeks, yes, months 
passed over him, and yet he was no bet
ter. His wife now suggested to him 
the propriety of sending for the elders 
to administer to him, to pray with and 
over him, according to James 5: 14-15, 
believing that the Lord was able to heal 
him, and raise him up, up from his bed 
of affiiction. 

He sent, and they came and prayed 
earnestly over him, in faith, and with 
sincerity from their hearts; but he felt 
no better, and this put him in a quanda
ry to know what to do, for neither good 
nursing, the doctor, nor the elders with 

their prayers could help him; and death 
was staring him in the face. 

Being in this condition now i:or a long 
while, he was vexed and anxious to know 
what next. He slept and dreamed a 
dream; in which dream he saw a hand 
writing on the wall, that he could plainly 
read thus : "EXAJ\HNE THYSELF." He 
felt somewat startled and awoke, and the 
first thing that came to his mind was the 
word of Joel,. when he said, and the "old 
men shall dream dreams," &c. Now he 
thought he had something to do, and' 
how he did not know; but, that task, 
without the Spirit of God, was too much 
for him. Not being able to get up and 
kneel before God, he put his hand on 
his heart, and with all the strength of 
the inward man, in humility, with faith, 
doubting nothing, he cried to the Lord, 
in the name of Jesus, for aid now in 
time of need. _ 

Short as his prayer was, the Lord 
heard him, and he was satisfied that he 
had and felt something that he never had 
before; took courage and began to ex
amine himself and to compare his life 
past and present, to know what he ought 
to be according to the word of God. "It 
is the commandment for man to examine 
himself," said he, "but it is something· 
that I never honestly did; so, am short· 
here, and that is one reason why. James, 
in 5 : 15, said that the prayer of faith 
shall save the sick. I learn by Acts 
14: 9 that the applicant must have faith, 
also; and if the elders had faith in my 
case, I did lack myself. In :M:att. 8 : 13, 
Jesus told the centurion, "Go thy way; 
as thou hast believed, so be it unto thee." 
Now, when I lacked in faith, I could not 
claim the blessing, and that is another 
reason why. 

I read, in Luke 18 : 1, "That men 
O"\lght always to pray," and, if I under-. 
stand the term right, it means s-0mething ·· 
more than once a month, or once a week, 
or once a day either; always means all 
times, or continually; therefore I ought 
to keep the Spirit of prayer at all times 
within me and quench him not, when 
he urges me to pray, whether I be on· 
the road, in the field, or in my house. 
Now I must. confess that I am very, 
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-very short of being up to this mark; 
. and here I find more than one reason why. 

Some time ago brother Jones wanted to 
'borrow :five dollars of me to buy pro
visions for his family; but I, thinking 
that he could not pay it back, refused, 
and gave for an excuse that I did not 
·have it. In a few days I learned that 
his family was suffering for want of 
'bread, when I could have helped them; 
for what I told him was not exactly so; 
'hence, my conscienc~. hurts me, and that 
is another reason why. 

It has been very hard times here, and 
the locust eat the substance of all the 
farmer raised, for the last two years ; 
hence, all are poor; and one Mr. J. White 
was out of emplopment and came to me. 
I hired him for fifty cents a day and he 
was to take it in wheat, at one dollar per 
bushel. (Ten cents more than I could 
get in town). Now, after his time was 
up, I paid him off. And now my con
science tells me that I oppressed the 
poor; and that is contrary to the word 
of God; hence I must put down another 
reason why. 

My business called me to travel, more 
or less every week, (when able to do so), 
from town to town, and I have not 
foamed, as yet, to pass the saloons, with
out stopping and. taking a little and at 

'times a little too miich; while the Word 
of Wisdom says that "it is not good for 
man." The elders also testify the same 

oand my conscience can't deny it. So 
here is another reason why. 

I also indulge in the "weed," and by 
.,doing so, I spend my money on what is 
not bread, and this is contrary to the 
Bible; and in the bargain it hurts my 
constitution also. So here is another 
reason why. 
· I use tea and coffee; while all the 

doctors say, that they do not nourish the 
·body, and can't sustain life; but it takes 
money to get them, and they go for 
what is not bread. Indeed, a few cen

'turies ago, our forefathers did not use 
them, and if we did not, how blessed we 
could be to-day. We could sleep better, 
ache less, and have a great deal less 

·doctor bills to pay. And in addition to 
this, I eat too much, at least one third 

,more than is required to sustain life, es-

pecially fat meat, pies, cakes and pud
dings, &c. Simple diet is the best for 
health, vigor and strength. If any one 
doubts this, let him look at the emigrants 
that come here from Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales; when they arrive, are not they 
stouter, healthier, and more robust than 
we are. There is no denying these facts, 
hence I see that I have transgressed the 
laws of life; hence there is a good reason 
why that I got sick, as well as that I 
could not be healed. I did not see my 
erring way, therefore could not repent; 
for them that confess their sins, and for
sake them are worthy of the gifts of 
God. Next; it is a Mormon creed that 
a man should mind his own business. 
Now, I SC\metimes neglect this, and look . 
at my neighl:>ors and brothers; see their 
faults; and, must I confess it, yes, talk 
to others about them, when at the very 
same time, I am guilty of the very faults 
myself, and this engenders hard fee1ings; 
which interupteth my desires to be an
swered, and this also makes another 
reason why. 

I turned to and read Mark 11 : 22-
26, and when I tried to pray, I found 
here that I must not doubt, but "believe 
ye receive them and ye shall have them;" 
and not having importunity enough, I 
gave up, not doing like the woman did, 
insisting, telling him that even the dogs 
get the "crumbs that fall from the lord's 
table ;" and this is surely another reason 
why. Also my conscience tells me that 
he withholds the blessings sometimes, 
to try me, in my patience, to see whether 
I am sincere, or in earnest about it,, and 
this is also a reason why, for I must be 
tried like the gold seven times in the 
furnace." 

Now these are not all my short com~ 
ings, but merely a few drops, in com
parison to a bucketful, in my life; and 
when I examine myself, I do not wonder 
that I got sick, and could not get my 
health by the administration of the or
dinance; but rather I do wonder that 1, 
yes, I, of all men, am yet alive, and now 
have my health restored. Now I must 
confess that God is infinite in his grace 
and mercy to me, and I do say from my 
heart, "Blessed be his holy name!" 

JORN RICRARDS. 
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Colonization of Palestine. 
The Jewish Times favors this scheme. 

We quote: · 
Sir Moses l\fontefiore, the venerable 

advocate of the Jews, has issued a cir
cular letter urging the colonization of 
Palestine and the encouragement of 
Jewish agriculturists and mechanics. 
The project seems by no means im
practicable. Whatever opinion people 
of a liberal turn of mind may entertain 
regarding the veneration due to the 
ancient home of the Jews, there can be 
no doubt entertained that millions of 
Jews look upon Palestine as the land 
holy par excellence, the place nearest to 
the future abode of bliss, and in direct 
connection with the Paradise of Saints. 
~n irrepressible desire and b.urning long
rng dwells in the breasts of thousands of 
our brethren for the land which, in their 
opinion, is alone worthy to contain the 
temple for the worship of the true God, 
and where they may best secure the due 
preparation for entering the home of 
eternity. 

15 June 76. 
~ Look Here.-A mark opposite this notice 
will inform subscribers that their time is out with 
the number thus marked, as many fail to notice the 
time on their label. Remittances are desired. 

JOSEPH SMITH, f 
HE:N"RY .A. STEBBINS, f EDITORS. 

Plano, Ill., June 15, 1876. 

WISDOM should be justified of her children. 
The old proverb is, "early to bed and 

early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy 
and wise." The Doctrine and Covenants 
counsels similarly, "Cease to sleep longer 
than is needful; retire to thy bed early, 
tl;tat ye may not be weary; arise early that 
your bodies and your minds may be invig: 
orated." -

One of the acknowledged reasons why 
dancing is held to be a bad thing and evil 
in its practice and tendency, is the fact that 
it involves the keeping of late hours, with 
consequent loss of sleep,-sleep .being 
"kind nature's' sweet restorer," that "knits 

up the raveled sleeve of care,'' and "re-· 
builds again the frame worn down with 
toil,''-this l.oss of sleep creating an extra 
drnft upon the vigor of the system, mental 
and physical, and consequently deranging
the course of nature. 

But it is not necessary to follow any fur
ther the facts or the arguments respecting· 
the evils arising from loss of sleep resulting 
from indulging in dancing; for the larger 
number of our readers are familiar with 
them, and perhaps often urge them when 
discussing the subject of dancing. 

If the argument is a good one,-and we 
do not say that it is not,-then the cause 
which produces the evil effect is a· bad 
one; and, of course, should be Povoided for· 
the purpose of avoiding the result. ·well, 
then,-it follows that other causes, produc
tive of similar results must likewise be· 
avoided; and for the same reasons. 

We enumerate some of them. Late hours 
passed in reading and study, or in writing; 
long continued evening visits, passed in con
versation, mirth and pleasantry; late vig
ils over business cares, work and money
getting; prolonged journeys at evening 
and night, to avoid breaking in upon the· 
clay; and lastly, religious meetings extend
ed into the night, for preaching, prayer, or· 
testimony. \Ve have not mentioned the 
enforced loss of sleep, caused by sickness,. 
for the reason that men sometimes fall sick 
in spite of precaution, and night-watching 
and care can not in such cases he avoided. 
Against all the causes for loss of sleep -
above named, except that of sickness, the 
very same objection lies that is good 
against dancing. In making this state .. 
ment, we do not mean to be understood as 
comparing dancing with prayer and testiti
rnony, upon a question as to their relative 
merits of goodness or badness; but the fact 
that something results from the keeping of 
late hours; this something is the loss of 
sleep, and this loss of sleep may result from 
late hours spent in either of the ways refer
red to, as well as late hours spent in clan-. 
cing, and the argument that the one is bad 

· because loss of sleep is incurred applies. 
with equal force to each of the others. 

We feel confidentthat he who command
ed specifically, that the saints should retire· 
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early to bed that they might not be weary, I the hours of sleep are hours for the reg-ath
did not intend to abrogate the command- ering of vitality and force expended in the 
ment, as a rule, in favor of certain practices prosecution of their daily labors. If this 
by which the hours of sleep are broken in I regathering of force does not take place 
upon; and discriminate against other prac- I the labors of the subsequent day, or days, 
tices, equally destructive of sleep, by rigidly I are prosecuted with lessening strength un
enforcing the consequences which are said til a breaking down is inevitable. A few 
to follow in the case of dancing. out of the many, may be in such circum-

Wherever an elder who is traveiing, per- , stances as to permit of an encroachment on 
mits himself to be feted and visited, night the hours of daylight; and these may not 
after night and week after week, frequent- feel the drag on strength that workers do;. 
ly changing his company from once to six and may really enjoy the extended session, 
times a week, being thereby kept up late and may wonder why others do not. These,. 
at night, he incurs the loss of sleep; this others, however, frequentlystop atmeeting 
means, sooner or later, loss of vigor; first when they are really weary, and remain only 
of the physical, then of the mental; for if out of courtesy to their brethren, and for fear 
the tissues of the muscles lose by wear and they should lack in duty if they should go 
toil, so must the tissues of the brain lose by away; more especially is this true of the 
mental wear and tear. For an occasional ones weaker jn body, and the women with 
and unavoidable loss, it may be reasonable children to care for and household duties. 
to ask an intervention of divine aid; but to perform. 
for a continued loss incurred by deliberate Now, the conclusion we reach is this, 
su:fferance, which is in effect deliberate that it is not wisdom to break up ancl dis
willfulness, it is unreasonable and unman- turb the hours of sleep, unnecessarily, and 
1y to expect such an intervention; to say that this rule applies to all causes which 
nothing about the unchristian like charac- produce this result. 
ter of such an expectation. Those who, by 
persistent continuance in such a course 
will find that they grow "weary," in tJoth 
body and mind; or they must needs make 
up for late hours at night, in late hours in 
the morning and subject themselves to the 
charge of laziness; for it is not eyery fam
ily with which an elde1' stops that has spare 
room enough in which to let a man nap 
the forenoon away. 

All elders are charged to "study to show" 
themselves workmen worthy to be "ap
proved." This they must not do at the ex
pense of health; for, without health they 
can not labor; hence, late hours disqualify 
them for study. Those among whom they 
travel are in some sort responsible for such 
short coming in this particular. 
w~ do not desire to make this disserta

tion too long; therefore, we take up the 
cause named by us which is the most like
ly to excite distress, apprehension, or op
position; this is the holding of prayer and 
testimony, or preaching meetings to a late 
hour. 

In most of the communities of the saints, 
the great majority are workers; to them 

TnE subscription lists of both HERALD and 
HOPE are increasing in number constantly, 
for which we feel gratefnl, but among 
them there are many who have been _in 
arrears for some tim.e p.ast on the HERALD; 

also, in answer to our cards of notification 
of the expiration of subscription, many 
others have written desiring it continued 
to them, with promises to pay. We like 
to oblige all that we can, for a reasonable· 
time and expect that all will make good 
their promises, because all these papers 
cost us or will cost us the cash, and we· 
need the funds to replace expenditures, as. 
early as possible, so that we may keep our
selves square with the world in our deal-. 
in gs. We send two numbers after the time 
is out, and then unless renewed, or its con
tinuance requested with promise to pay 
soon, or we know that the paper is wanted 
on these conditions, we stop it; for the· 
cost of postage and of extra paper to so, 
many who remain delinquent for months, 
or would do so, is no slight burden to task 
the office with. 

It is now, also, the close of the half year, 
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and we trust that those whose time is out, j end so much desired, and so often talked 
or is expiring will strive to promptly re-1 about. We are glad to say that we see a 
new. We have no desire to, nor idea of gleam of daylight; and shall await with 
crowding, but speak in behalf of the creel- impatient anxiety, the further action of the 
it and permanency of our institutions, the Board of officers to which the difficult and 
publishing house being one of the chief portentious task is entrusted, and the de
ones. velopments looking to co-operation with 

Our paper should be sustained in nun1- them. 
bers of subscriptions anc1 value of contri
butions worthy of, and commensmate with, 
the number of our people, and the worth 
·of the cause we are engaged in. In respect 
'&G the first we are assuredly increasing, ancl 
as to the second we certainly do not con
sider our work to be second in importance 
to any in the land, nor that any people love 
their faith, or have stronger hope in God 
and in his Christ than we have. 

If so, then our zeal, and our search for 
more truth, and for a greater knowledge of 
the truth, shoulEl be equally characteristic 
of us as a people, in connection with om 
firmness in the principles by which we 
were nourished and in which we have been 
established. This even if we should deny. 
ourselves some pleasures of the body and 
.of the senses to obtain these greater riches, 
·either for ourselves, or for those who are 
n.eedy and can not purchase for themselves. 

Let us have letters from brethren and 
sisters about good things being wrought, 
or attempted in the Master's cause; also 
s-ound articles on doctrine, morality, and the 
government of God, so that our columns 
may be constantly filled with that which 
shall be for the interest and well being of 
all people who do read or may reatl them. 

liVE note one more step toward removing 
the Business Center, to some more commo
dtous and fitting locality than is now oc
cupied. 

The Board of officers, comprising the 

w~ are exhorted to "watch unto prayer." 
How fully do we realize the beauty and 

force of this expression? How indifferent 
are we to the spirit of this injunction? J,et 
our barrenness, or our fruitfulness in spir. 
itual things show. 

That there is a power in prayer only 
those who have been in extremity of sor
row, distress, pain, or danger, and haye 
then prayed in spirit and have experienced. 
the sense of deliverance, relief, calm, or 
consolation are in a condition to know. 
Those who have never prayed can not 
know and are not entitled to speak in refer
ence to it. 

Prayer to be effective must be fitting. 
To ask for what is not needed is to pray for 
what, in the consistency of wisdom, should 
not and will not 1Je granted. The heart 
must be set upon the thing prayed for, not 
only in desire, lJut in righteous and correct 
trust that it is needed; and that being need
ed it will be granted; the heart must be 
''set aright." 

To pray, ancl not to feel a divine influ
ence attending the prayer uttered, is to pray 
without fervency; for prayer, sincere, spir
itual prayer, is the appeal of that portion 
in us that is divine to the Divine One who 
created us, and to whom we pray. Hence, 
the injunction, "be ye fervent in spirit," 
"watching unto praye1'," is full of meaning 
unto the prayerful mind. 

Presidency, the Bishopric and the Board WE have never had any aspirations for po. 
of Publication, have authorized the renewal I litical preferment; but if we had, the pres. 
·Of the invitation to the Saints for active co- · ent appearances of the political arent:t 
operation. This call will be found else- would almost effectually discourage them, 
where in this issue. as it is seemingly impossible to find any 

It would seem that the church has at last honest outlet from the corrupt pool, and 
a,uthorizecl or demanded an action of the impracticable to find honest men in it. In 
.only parties, who could, in keeping with every direction, the men nominated for 
the Articles of Incorporation, take proper office are assailed in the public print as 
.and legal steps in the effort to secure the being guilty of dishonesty, profligacy or 
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negligence; o. r as grn.ssly incompete. nt to 1

1 

is talking with, and circulating tracts 
the duties of the offices they may have hith- among his shopmates and acquaintances, 
erto held. How strongly must the clia1·ge as well as holding meetings with the Saints 
given the saints, "seek to ·put good men in j and friends, who seem to be increasing in 
office," be impressed upon their minds at I the Spirit. 
the present time. · We give in this issue an article written 

Good men neither lie nor steal, and if in- by Rev. S. Bonhomme, which we copy 
competent when chosen, they at once make from the Prophetic Times and Watch Tower, 
strong effort to approve themselves as work- for :May, sent us by Bro. E. N. Webster, of 
men needing not to be ashamed. Seek j Boston, Mass. All information respecting 
therefore to put good men in office. I the chosen people will be acceptable to our 

--- readers we feel assured. 
BR. JOSEPH E1nrnTT, of Charing Cross, Bro. Charles N. Bro>vn is still in charge 
Ontario, writesMay 22d, that he hacl just of the New York and Southern New Eng
clrawn up preliminaries for a debate be. land Mission. The appointment of Bro. 
tween Br. Robert Davis and Elder Green Ells did not affect local officers, unless they 
of the Disciple Church. were s1)ecifically released, which was m1t 

Br. Andrew D. J\IcCaleb, of\Vest Goulds- the case with Bro. Brown. 
borough, J\fe., some time ago applied for Br. Thomas Bradshaw, of London, Eng
the use of a school house tlrnre to preach land, is waging a strong newspaper war
in; and was refnsecl by a majority vote; fare in defence of the work, in the East 
subsequently, and t1J.at recently, by vote of London Aclvm·tizer, copies of which we ac-
a majority he was permitted the use of it; knowledge the receipt of. · 
some of the minority, however, declaring Bro. J. F. Jemison, of Osborne City, Kan-
1heir intention of preventing its occupa- sas, is very anxious that some one will 
tion by force. Bro. J}foCaleb is in doubt come in there and preach the gospel to 
·whether to occupy or not. ·we suggest, to them. He thinks there is an excellent 
that if the majority r.re willing that the opportunity. 
house should be usecl, it will hardly be Br. J.C. Foss wrote from Syracuse, Ohio" 
probable that a minority will violate the :May 22d, 1876, that he had baptized three 
law to gratify a bigoted prejudice. We be- the week before. He intended leaving there 
lieve in all such cases, it is safe to preach the 30th of :M:ay, we suppose for :Maine. 
the gospel, if the majority will permit. Bro. Miller, of San Bernardino, Cal., 

Bro.Jason W. Briggs left Plano on June writes in enthusiastic terms of wondrous. 
5th, for Iowa, en 1·outc for utah; he will la- things wrought for the people by the spir
bor, as opportunity offers, possibly hold- it, in California, of late. 
ing a discussion with a Spiritualist, at or Will J. C. Clapp please write to J. H. 
near Des :Moines, Iowa, time and place yet Hansen, at Farmington, Ky. 
to be agreed upon. 

Bro. W.W. Blair made a visit to Pleas- THE committee on Revision of the New 
anton, Decatur county, Iowa, on business 
connected with Chmch affairs, of a local 
character. He returned on the last day of 
J\fay; and is now preparing to go east. 

Brethren E. C. Briggs and J olm S. Pat. 
terson left Plano June 1st, for Canada, by 
the way of Coldwater, J\Iichigan. 

Bro. E. Banta left for Philadelphia, en 
route for Maine, on the 6th instant. He 
expects to call at Boston. 

Br. Francis Earl is still endeavoring to do 
all that he can for the work in Chicago, as 
opportunity and circumstances permit. He 

Testament Scriptures, at work by appoint
ment in England, dispose of the difficulty 
caused by the statement respecting signs 
following the believer, thus: 

"The English New Testament Revision 
Committee have struck out as spurious the
last seven verses of the last chapter of 
J\'Iark. They have also struck out as being 
a false interpolation, a verse in one of the· 
Epistles which is frequently quoted as a 
proof of the existence of the Trinity." 

They have now only to adopt the advice 
given by a celebrated preacher, respecting 
the statement of another, "if he will cut off 
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.a little at the beginning, and a little at the 
·end, and a good piece out of the middle," 
they can easily dispose of the whole of it. 

'!'his action of the committee, if the state
ment be true, will fairly illustrate the say
ing, "The unwise zeal of the friends of a 
cause, often do it more injury than the most 
determined efforts of its enemies." 

'TRE following notices of our brethren in 
<California, tell what they are doing: 

"LATTER DAY SAINTS.-There will be 
preaching at the church of the above Soci
€ty this evening, by Elder D.S. Mills, from 
Washington Corners. Sunday forenoon 
ancl evening at the usual hours, Elder 
Hawes, from N evacla, will officiate."-Wat
sonville Pajaronian. 

Bro. J. C. Clapp is thus noticed: 
"Elder Clapp will preach in the i\Iormon 

·Dhurch, on Utah street, at 10 :30 to-morrow. 
He is said to be a good speaker and a cor
.dial invitation is extended to all."-San 
Berna1·dino lVeelcly Times. 

WE cut the following from a religious 
journal: 

"Some of the Baptist papers have sta1't
·<ecl a new query: 'Ought women to com
,mune ?' claiming that the sacred ceremony 
was limited to males, as they only partici
,pated in the Last Supper! What next?" 

GRAND PRAIRIE, Minn., 
:M:ay 19th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph Smith:-We are living out 
\here on this broad prairie; alone, as it 
were; one of our faith only. 'iYe have no 
meetings to go to. From the Herald I 
:learned that Brn. Kelley ancl Lambert were 
to' visit Minnesota. We expect Br. Kelley 
soon. I hope one of them will be permit
ted to stay here and raise up a branch. Do 
pray for me, I can not sit up all day. Your 
.sister in the one faith. 

l'IIATTIE E. SPAULDING. 

l'!IANTORVILLE, Jlliinn., 
J'/Iay 23d, 1876. 

Br. J. Smitk:-After leaving conference, 
I hacl an opportunity of visiting the Saints 
,at Union ancl Olive branches, Indiana. 
At the former place, the brethren turned 
·-Out to hear and manifested an abiding faith 
in the work of the Master. Br. S:Rector 
is in charge, and has an excellent idea as 
to how things should be conducted. 

Br. B. V. Springer resides near there, 
with whom we hacl the pleasure of spend-

ing a part of one clay. He had two ap
pointments for the Sabbath, which shows 
that his faith still abides. He was halting 
betwixt two, as all clo sometimes, not know
ing which would be best, "to depart" or 
"remain;" but will evidently do for the 
wisest. 

Out of the chaos that existed around 
the latter place a year ago, that church has 
been evolved ancl organized, ancl contains 
some very excellent members. Br. Chris
tie is in charge. A radical change has 
swept over that community since I first 
made an effort there, some years ago. 
Then, I was viewed with suspicion and 
contempt; as an intruder on the sacred do
main. Now the rugged edge is somewhat 
worn off, and I could shake the sympathet-· 
ic hand ancl sing and worship and rejoice 
with an excellent band of Saints. It seem
ed that there had been a thaw in the feel
ings of the community, and the spring 
time of life hacl really set in. 

The enemies are all perplexed as to the 
best move to make to stop the spreading of 
the holy fire; but have fallen in with noth
ing yet, but Satan's old policy-act like 
the Jlliormons do in Utah-shut houses, 
ridicule ancl slander the good cause. But 
the brethren are there to stay and maintain 
the honor of the cause, in their lives and 
the presentation of the word. I met Brn. 
Fisher, C. Scott and Short there, all doing 
something in the good cause. Br. Scott 
has quite an enviable reputation as a 
preacher-a zealous laborer. I had a no
tion to get a little jealous of his good name 
-but-then I thought I would not. Br. 
Short is young in the ministry-making 
his first efforts-may the Lord give him 
good success, wisdom and patience to en
dure. 

Brn. H. C. Smith and J. R. Lambert who 
recently Jett that field, live in the hearts of 
the brethren; may their virtues never be 
less. 

At Galien, Jlliichigan, I remained a fevr 
clays with good friends-but held no meet
ings-no opportunity. 

Diel not tarry a week in Chicago as I de
sip;necl, for the reason I lost Br. Earl's ad
dress ancl could not find him. Hence 
come on to this State. I am now reflecting 
as to the best plan of prosecution for the 
summer, ancl shall be be very happy to re. 
port good success in clue time. My address 
is L;i.ke Crystal, Blue Earth county, JUinne
sota. As ever a co-laborer, 

W}f. H. KELLEY. 

ADAMS CENTER, Adams Co., Wis., 
May 19th, 1876. 

Br. JosephSmith:-I have been laboring 
in the West District, an cl have, through 
the help of God, been able to reorganize 
the branches, so that they are in good or-
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der. The spirit of love, unity, and the 
blessings prevail; and the calls for hear
ing the wor,d are coming from every quar
ter. 

I have been preaching every evening, 
when I have had time to stay; but can not 
fill half the calls. I am some times stop. 
ped on the road and urged so hard that I 
can hardly get along. I wish, if it is 
possible, you will send a good elder to 
North Freedom, to travel with me; for it 
is impossible for me to fill half the calls. 
I will try to write you after conference, 
June 10th and 11th, at Freedom. 

In Christ, w~r. SAVAGE. 

SrrENANDOAH, Iowa, 
May 30th, 1876. 

Afr. Joseph Smith, Sfr:-I believe the 
:saints in this vicinity would be pleased 
with a weekly paper.• Those I have con. 
versed with thus express themselves. Bro. 
M. H. Forscutt has just closed a series of 
sixteen discourses and baptised three, left 
for Red Oak on the 29th. We had a feast; 
meetings were well attended; we hope good 
will result therefrom; saints feeling very 
well. '>lv e hope that Bro. Mark will become 
a citizen of our town. vv e shqulcl be highly 
pleased to have the press in the west; yet 
will not be found among the faultfinding 
ones, let it be located where judgment dic
tutes. Times lrnrd for this country but not 
us bad as they might be; getting rather 
dry for the crops. 'l remain as ever yours 
in Christ. Respectfully S. S. WrLcox. 

MILLERSBURG, Ill., 
May 23d, 1876. 

Br. Joseph:-It is always good news to 
hear of the Saints trying to live their reli
gion. For a long time past there has been 
an apparent stupor over the Saints here; 
but I am glad to chronicle their awaken
ing. Of late there seems to be an earnest 
desire on the part of the Saints to labor 
more earnestly for the up building of truth, 
being surrounded with so much 'error, un
der the garb of religion, they feel the need 
of it. There are quite a number who are 
thoroughly convinced of the truth of the 
doctrine, and will no doubt soon obey. A 
visit from Br. Bronson, our pastor, is ex. 
pected soon; at which time, it is hoped, at 
least, they will unite. If they could see 
the importance, as plainly as I see it, they, 
as well as all who are convinced, would 
not hesitate, but obey at once. All who 
may read these lines, who are convinced, 
let me insist on you to obey at once, for 
life is uncertain, and procrastination is the 
thief of time. 
•,From the 13th to the 17th ult., Br. H. C. 
Bronson was with us anc1 spoke four times, 
cheering the Saints. 

,On the 18th, Br. T. W. Smith and wife 

arrived at our place, and glad we were to 
see them. Br. Thomas laborec1 earnestly 
for the truth and upbuilding of the Saints 
while he stayed, his companion also labor
ing with him. 

While present he spoke three times. 
Though the effect was not visible while 
here, yet it was plainly seen after his de
parture_ 

With the blessings of Goel, we are also 
visited with trials and affliction and even 
death. Two children have been removed 
from earth's troubles-one of them was 
our own little Lillian, a bud of promise; 
but we desire to say, Thy will, 0 Lord, be 
done. How glorious is the hope of the 
Saints. ,We expect to see her again when 
death shall have been destroyed. May we 
all be prepared, is the prayer of your 
brother for the truth, J OIIN J\if. TERRY. 

PROVIDEN9E, R. I., 
May 22d, 1876. 

Br. Henry A. Stebbin8:-The work here 
is progressing slowly, yet the Saints" are 
feeling quite. well. They have passed 
through severe trials of late, but the dark 
clouds are departing and the prospects for 
the future look much brighter than they 
have for some time. I baptized a brother 
in Providence last Sunday, one that hac1 
been in the Brighamite church for twenty
five years. He went to "the valley,'' but 
was disappointed, and afterwards became 
disgusted and heart sick; so he returned to 
the St'ates as soon as he could, but with 
much difficulty and in poverty. 

I am pleased that steps are being taken 
for the better carrying out of the work 
generally. System is what is needed, pro
viding they are good ones. 

Remember me to Brn. Joseph, Scott, 
Pitt, and the bTethren in Plano. A.sk Br. 
Pitt if he remembers the meeting we had 
at his house, the Spirit promising certain. 
things, if faithful. The promises that were 
made to me in that meeting at Br. Pitt's 
house have, in my case, been verified in a 
great measure, and the Lord has truly 
blessed me of late, even ever since I came 
home from the west, yet I have had many 
trials to contend with, as all the Saints do 
that try to live their religion. This is all 
I feel to write at present, praying God to 
bless the work in your hands, and to hast
en the redemption of Zion's children, which 
is my prayer. From your brother in Christ, 

WM. BRADBURY. 

MILTON, Florida, 
May 27th, 1876. 

B1·0. Joseph Smith :-'l again drop you a. 
few lines. I remain in good health and try 
to advance the interests of the cause the 
best I can. The church is doing very well 
here at present, with fair prospects for the 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



374 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

futme. I expect to leave this part of the 
mission for Kentucky about June 4th, and 
intend to stop a short time there, and then 
go on home for a visit. I propose to return 
here in the fall if I am continued in this 
mission. J. H. HANSEN. 

FAR~IINGTON, Iowa, 
June 6th, 1876. 

Br. Henry A. Stebbins: The conference 
of this district has just closed. We had a 
good and profitable time. The spirit of 
peace was with us. My wife is quite well 
again. Love to all; from your brother in 
the gospel of Christ. JOHN H. LAKE. 

Eastern Nebraska District. 
Conference convened March 25 and 26, 

1876, at the Saints' Meeting House in Oma
h!1, Nebraska. J. Caffall, president; H. 
Neilson, clerk. 

Branch Reports.--Omaha: (Engfoh): 58 
:members. Omaha: (Scandinavian) : 40 
:members. Platte Valley: 26 members. 

Elders' Reports.-W. Ballinger, J. Avon
det, Thos. Smith, Z. Martin, J. Caffall, N. 
Rumel and l\I. Lundwall reported. 

Bishop's agent reported. 
Committee on enrolling scattered mem

bers reported none yet enrolled. Committee 
continued. 

Resolutions passed.-That it is our sin
cere wish to have the Herald issued weekly, 
and in newspaper form; and that we pledge 
ourselves to increase its circulation to the 
utmost of our ability. That we deem it un
necessary for branches to report their finan
cial condition to district conferences. That 
the Eastern Nebraska and the;NorthernNe
braska districts be consolidated in one, and 
that the two thus united be called the North
ern Nepraska District. That we petition 
the General Conference to ratify the con.sol
idation of the two districts. That J. Caffall 
represent this district at the General Con
ference, April 6, 1876. That the elders and 
priests, whose labor is not demanded in 
their respective branches, be requested to 
labor elsewhere in the district as much as 
practicable. 
- Adjourned to meet in Omaha, June 24, 
1876, at 2. P.M. 

Central Nebraska. 
Conference convened March 26, 1876, at 

the Saints' Meeting House, Columbus, Neb. 
Br. Charles Derry being absent, Br. H. J. 
Hudson was chosen president pro tem, and 
Br. H. C. Smith, clerk. 

Br. H. C. Smith being invited to speak, 
occupied the forenoon session. 

2 P.M.-The president read a letter from 

Br. Charles Derry, and made a few rema1·ks. 
Branch Reports.-Columbus 38 members. 

Deer Creek: 15 members. Cedar Creek: 7 
members. 

Brn. H. J. Hudson, Charles Brindley and 
- Boulson, reported in person, and Brn, 
Spencer Smith and C N. Hutchins by letter. 

Br. Geo. W. Galley's resignation as sec
retary was presented and accepted. 

Br. Chas. Derry was sustained as president 
of the district, Br. Heman C. Smith was 
sustained to iabor in connection with Br. 
Derry. Br. Geo. N. Derry was chosen sec
retary. 

The elders and priests of the district ar<l' 
requested to work under ·the directions 
of the president. A priests' license was 
granted to Br. Boulson. The affairs of foe 
Shell Creek Branch were left with the 
President of the District, and he w:;i,s re· 
quested to report at.the next conference. 

Adjourned to meet at Columbus, June 24 
. and 25, 1876, at 7 o'clock r.~r. 

Alabama and Florida District. 
Conference convened at Coldwater, April 

1st, 1876. Geo. T. Chute president., A. J. 
Odom clerk. 

Branch reports.-:Mt. Olive 33 members, 
1 baptized, 2 expelled, 2 died. Butler 27 
members, 4 baptized, 2 received by vote. 
Sauta Rosa 22 members, 1 expelled, 1 re
ceived by vote. Pleasant Hill 52 members, 
15 baptized. Coldwater 76 members, 5 bap
tized, 5 removed. Eureka 33 members, 9 
removed 2 died. Evening Star 25 members. 

Brethren A. Kennedy, G. R. Scogin, L. F. 
West, A. J. Odom, J. H. Hanson and G. T. 
Chute reported. Bishop's agent reported 
no money received. 

After discussion, the following was unani
mously adopted. Resolved that the Alabama, 
and Florida District be divided into two 
districts; one to be composed of the coun
ties that are east and south of the Conecuh 
river, and the other of the branches west 
and north of said river. 

A vote of thanks was given to the presi
dent of the district, and conference adjourn
ed sine die. 

Western Florida District. 
Conference held at Coldwater, April 1st 

and 2d, 1876. 
Br. J. H. Hansen being called t.o the 

chair, proceeded to organize the district. 
Br. L. F. West was elected president, and 
Br. A. J. Odom clerk thereof. 

Resolved that elders should not labor out
side of the branches to which they belong, 
without the consent of the district president. 

Brn. J. H. Hansen, G. T. Chute, and A. 
J. Odom were appointed as a committee to 
draft a circular letter to be sent to the 
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<presidents of the branches, urging them to 
see that regular monthly visits be made by 
the branch officers to all members of their 
branches. 

Br. J. H. Hansen was sustained in his 
<Jharge of the mission. 

Resolved that this district does not favor 
,the change of the Herald to any other than 
a pamphlet form, but is willing to sustain 
it as a weekly. 

Br. J. H. Hanson preached in the even
"ing. 

Sunday, 11 A. M.-The committee on cir
<Jular letter made their report, w hioh was 
adopted and the committee discharged. 

Preaching by Br. J. H. Hansen. 
Adjourned to meet July 1st, 1876, at San

ta Rosa, Florida. --w esteru :Maine District. 
Conference was held at Green's Landing, 

Deer Isle, Maine, April 21st, 2'.]d, and 23d, 
1876; Thomas Ames presiding, George 
Carter clerk. 

Evening of the 21st, a prayer and testi
mony meeting. 

2 P. M., 22d; minutes of last conference 
were corrected: J. B. Knowlton was clerk, 
not J. B. Knowles; the ordinations of G. 
W. Cousins and Asa Carter were illegal, 
not their licenses; G. W. Cousins reported 
aml not E. 'IV. Cousins. 

Branch Heports.-Rockland, 18 members, 
l baptized; Brooksville, 23 members; Bear 
Isle, 12 members; Green's Landing, '34 
members, 2 expelled; Little Deer Isle not 
:reported. 

Brn. Jonathan Eaton and Thomas Aines 
;::eported, also Priest L. C. Gray and Teach
er E. B. Gray. 

Thomas Ames sustained as president of 
the district. 

At 7 P. }f, prayer and testimony meeting. 
April 23d, preaching by Br. Thomas 

Ames at 10 A.H., 2 P.M. and 7 P.ThI. A full 
house and the best of attention: 

A testimony meeting was held, and the 
sacrament was administered. The Lord 
blest the Saints with a refreshing season, 
.and it was one of the best conferences ever 
enjoyed in the district. Two were baptized. 

Adjourned to meet at Little Deer Isle, 
July 3d and 4th, 1876. 

Central Kansas District. 
Conference was held at Saints' Meeting 

Room, Atchison, Kansas, May 7, 1876. Geo. 
Thomas, president; Daniel Munns, clerk. 

Branch Reports.-Atchison, 3 baptized 
since last. report; present total 37. Good 
Intent, present total 16. Leavenworth and 
Netawaka not reported. 

A letter was read from Br. G. W. Pil
grim of Independenee, which branch de-

sires to be transferred to the Missouri Dis
trict, which was granted. 

Brn. David Williams, George Thomas, 
Daniel Munns, E. Eustis, and priest Henry 
Stawpert and teacher Thos. Bailey, reported. 

Br. Henry Green was appointed to take 
charge of the Netawaka branch until Br. 
Griffith George returns. Br. Geo. Thomas 
resigned as president of the district, and it 
was accepted. At 2 p.m. a sacrament a'hd 
testimony meeting was held and a good sea
son was enjoyed. At 7 o'clock, preaching 
by Br., D. Munns, followed by Br. D. Wil
liams. 

Adjourned to meet August 5 and 6, 1876, 
at Atchison, Kansas, when they hope to see 
all the officials present. 

li!assachusetts District. 
Conference convened at Fall River, April 

15th, 1876. Br. George C. Smith president, 
and Brn. John Gilbert and Edgar W. Knight 
clerks. 

Brn. J. W. Nichols, A. C. Nickerson, 
Wm. Pond, Edgar Woodward, John Gilbert, 
Geo. C. Smith, .John Smith, Robert Farns., 
worth, Wm. Cottam and Wm. Bradbury; 
Priests John Potts, A. D. Moon, John Gard
ner, F. M. Sheehy, John McKee, N. C. El
dredge and George Lovell; Teachers C. H. 
Palmer, Henry Islieb, A. A. Warner;. 
Deacons Samuel Smith, William Cliff, and 
Frank Ste:ffe reported; also by letter, Brn. 
A. K. Whitemore and Erastus Vickers. 

The reports of branches were referred to 
Brn. John Smith, A. C. Nickerson and Wm. 
Bradbury, as a committee o.f examination. 

Evening .. -Brn"E. N. Webster, G. S. Yer
rington, C. E. Brow~, and C. N. Brown .re
ported; also Teachers F. A. Potter and 
Charles Coombs. ,.. . 

Committee on theicase of Br. A .. T. Cow
den reporte!J,.and t,.he committee was con-
tinued. · . ·0 , 

The request of:.the Fall River brethren 
for the conf~ence to .take action in the 
case of Br. D. F. Coombs, was received, 
and Brn. Wm. Cottam, Wm. Pond•and Wm'.. 
Bradbury were appointed as a committee, 
and authorfaed to visit both parties, and ad
just all difficulties .. 

Resolved that we do not consider any 
person competent to represent the Latter 
Day Work who does not teach the princi
ples contained in the standard works of the 
Church, namely, the Book of Mormon, Doc
trine and Covenants and Holy Scriptures. 

That we consider it an innovation of tlie 
law of God for a priest to admit a teacher 
or a deacon to assist in administering th.e 
sacrament. 

A document signed by Brn. Wm. Brad
bury and F. M. Sheehy called forth con
siderable discussion in consequence of its 
personal allusions. 
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Brn. John Gilbert, Robert Farnsworth 
and E. N. Webster were appointed to visit 
the Providence Branch, and to make recon
ciliation. 

Sunday morning.-Resolved that this 
conference does not recognize a revelation 
which condemns· a brother or a sister; nei
ther that it requires a revelation in order to 
appoint branch officers, but that in all such 
appointments, whether manifested by reve
lation or not, a vote of the branch is neces
sary to make the appointment valid. 

Brn. J. Smith, C. E. Brown and E. N. 
Webster were appointed as a committee on 
grievances. 

Branch reports.-Providence, (R. I.), 51 
members, 1 received by vote, 2 removed, 1 
died; Boston, 41 members, no change; 
Brooklyn, (Ct.), 8 members, 1 baptized; 
Dennisport, 58 members, 1 .died ; Fall 
River, 73 members, 2 baptized, 5 received 
by letter, 2 removed by letter; Plainville, 
7 members, no change; Fairhaven, (Ct.), 9 
members, no change ; Simmonsville, 12 
members, 2 received by letter, 2 baptized; 
Douglas, 11 members, no change. 

Resolved that clerks of branches are not 
required to keep a record of marriages, 
when neither party ·telongs to the Church. 

Brn. S. H. Morse and H. H. Thomson re
ported by proxy. 

Bishop's Agent, Br. E. N. Webster, re
ported. Received $34.50, subject to Bish
op's order $26.50, subject to order of the 
district $8. He was authorized to write to 
the bishop and ascertain if money in his 
possession at the time of his report to the 
bishop, is still subject to the order of the 
district. 

Committee on D. F. Coombs' case recom
mendecl that the branch at Fall River deal 
with the brother as though he was a mem
ber of the branch. 

It was ad6pted, and the committee was 
discharged. 

Committee on difficulties in the Provi
dence Branch, reported that it was not 
deemed expedient to investigate the matter, 
and wished to be released. Report was ac
cepted and committee discharged. 

Brn. Bradbury and Sheehy were allowed 
to make a statement, and they said that they 
had no intention of making it a personal 
matter, nor to cast any reflections. Their 
apologies were accepted. 

Resolved that we take into consideration 
the subject of dividing the district into sub. 
districts at the next conference. 

Brn. E. ~. Webster and Wm. Bradbury 
were releaslid from their miesions; priest 
A. D. Moon was continued to East Green
wich. 

11 A. M.-One sister baptized in the morn
ing was confirmed. A sacrament and testi
mony meeting followed, and the Spirit of 
God wa5 enjoyed, the gifts being manifested. 

3 p.m. Br. F. l\I. Sheehy was ordained an• 
elder by Br. John Gilbert, and Br. F. A. 
Potter a priest by Br. John Smith, accord
ing to vote of conference and recommenda
tion of Providence branch, and licenses 
were granted to them and to Br. Wm. Brad
bury. Preaching by Br. Wm. Pond. At 
six o'clock p.m., the Bethel Sabbath School 
gave one of their best concerts ; which was 
of a very interesting and entertaining na
ture. 8 o'clock: Br. G. S. Yerrington was 
released from his mission. Committee on 
grievances reported. Report accepted, rec
ommendation adopted and committee dis
charged. 

Resolved that we consider it the duty of 
every Latter Day Saint, who is able, to sus
tain th.e Herald by subscribing for it. 

A vote of thanks was extended to Br. 
Jesse W. Nichols for the faithful perform
ance of his arduous labors as president of 
the district, and that all moneys personaliy 
expended while prosecuting his labors be 
renaid to him. 

Resolved that hereafter all bills against 
the district shall be presented every three 
months. 

Adjourned to meet at Boston, at 2:30 p.m., 
July 29, 1876. 

Central Missouri District. 
Conference held in the Waconda Branch, 

May 6, 7, 1876. Br. J. D. Craven, president., 
and Br. A. J. Cato, clerk. Brn. E. W. 
Cato, E. Curtis and Samuel Crum were ap
pointed an adjudicating committee. 

Branch Reports.-Hazel Dell, 19 mem
bers 6 received, 1 expelled. Waconda, 
Knoxville, Carrolton and Valley branches 
not reported. 

Br. A. J. Cato has labored all~ the time 
since last conference, in Carroll county, 
baptized ten and organized one branch. 
Br. E. Curtis had labored some with Brn. 
E.W. Cato and A. Woodin; Br. E. w. Cato 
has preached in Livingston county, and 
found the people very much interested; Br. 
Samuel Crum has assisted Br. Young; Br. 
J. D. Craven has labored in the vicinity of 
Richmond. 

Br. A. J. Cato was continued in his pres
ent mission. All the elders were and are 
requested to labor as circumstances permit. 

The committee appointed to try Br. John 
L. Traughber, Sr., John L. Traughber, Jr., 
Henry Ware, John Schiller and Frank 
Mossbarger, reported that they had given 
them a fair and impartial trial, and found 
them guilty of a postacy. Report was ac
cepted and the committee discharged, and 
by resolution the parties named were ex
pelled from the church. 

Two-day's meeetings were appointed as 
follows: Knoxville Branch, July 15, 16; 
Waconda, June 24, 2.5; Valley, June 10, 11. 
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;'{ Br. John Allison was ordained a priest 
0 by Brn. E. W. Cato, J. D. Craven and E. 

<Curtis. 
3 P.M., preaching by Brn. A. Woodin and 

W. J. Booker. 7:30 p.m., prayer and testi
mony meeting. 

Resolved that we grant licences to the 
elders and priiests who are in good standing. 

That the clerk give letters to Br. and Sr. 
Payne. 

Adjourned to meet at Hazel Dell branch, 
'llt 10 a. m., August 5, 1876. _____ ,______ 

Pittsfield District. 
Conference convened March 11, 1876, at 

Pittsfield, Pike Co., Illinois. Br. C. Mills, 
president, and Sr. Emma E. Williamson, 
clerk. 

Branc.h Reports.-N ew Canton,, 13 mem
bers; no change. Alma, 17 members, 1 
died .and 1 expelled. Pittsfield, 28 mem
bers, 3 baptized, 1 received by vote, 1 died. 

Elders' Reports.-Br. C. Mills had held a 
discussion with a Campbellite, and visited 
the saints at Barry, New Canton and in 
Schuyler county, besides local labor; has 
baptized three in Pittsfield. Br. D. Weth
erbee had labored principally as presiding 
elder of the Alma branch; has been greatly 
blessed in administering to the sick. Br. 
J. Goodale reported. Priest J. Miller re
ported labor in his branch, and feels grow
ing faith in the work. 

Br. J. Goodale was appointed to repre
sent the district at the Annual Conference. 

The conference voted to purchase a dis
trict record. The rest of the session was 
devoted to preaching. 

Adjourned to meet in' the New Canton 
Branch, August 5 and 6, 1876. 

N ort11 Kansas District. 
The above conference met in the Camp

bellite Church in White Cloud, l\Iay 6, 18'i6. 
J. W. Brackenbury, president. 

P,esolved that the district president pre
sides by right over the conferences, without 
a resolution being taken at each conference. 

J. F. Clemensen, clerkpro tem. 
The president gave the members some 

,good instructions. 
Branch Reports.-White Cloud, 22 mem

bers, l expelled; all present members in 
good standing. . 

The case of Sr. Gurwell was examined. 
Upon its consideration, and the reception of 
additional testimony, Sr. Gurwell was re
stored to her former membership. 

Brn:. Blatt, S. 0. Waddle and J. W. 
Brackenbury, and priest J. F. Clemensen 
,and Deacon W. H. Blatt, reported having 
<lone all that they could. 

Sunday, May 7.-Brethren were request
,ed to preach as their circumstances will 

permit. Br. J. W. Brackenbury offered his 
resignation as president of the district, but 
it was not accepted. Brn. S. 0. Waddell 
and J. F. Clemensen preached at 11 a.m. 
Afternoon, preaching by Br. J. W. Brack
enbury. 

Adjourned to meet at White Cloud, Aug. 
5 and 6, 1876. 

BETTER THAN GOLD. 

Better than grandeur, better than gold, 
Than rank and title, a thousand fold, 
Is a healthy body, a mind at ease, 
And simple pleasures that always please. 
A heart that can feel for a neigh1)or's woe, 
And share his joys with a genial glow, 
With sympathies large enough to enfold 
All men as brothers,-is better than gold. 

Better than gold is a conscience clear, 
Though toiling for bread in an humble sphere, 
Doubly blest with content and with health, 
Untried by the lust of cares or wealth. 
Lowly living and lofty thought, 
Adorn and ennoble a poor man's cot; 
For man and morals, or'NatU.i-e's plan, 
Are the genuine tests of a gentleman. 

Better than gold is a thinking mincl, 
That in the realm of books can find 
A treas·ure surpassing Colorado ore, 
And Jive with the great and good of yore, 
The sage's lore and the poet's lay, 
The glories of empires passed away; 
The 'vorld's great c1rama will thus unfold, 
And yield a pleasure better than gold. 

Better than gold is the sweet repose 
Of the sons of toil, when their labors close. 
Better than gold is the poor m!'n's sleepl 
And the balm that drops on his slumber deep, 
Brings sleeping draughts to the downY bed, 
Where luxury pillows his aching head; 
His simpler opfo.te, labor, deems 
A shorter road to the land of dreams, 

Better than gold is a peaceful liome, 
"\\~here all the fireside chaTities come; 
The shrine of love and the haven of life, 
!Ial1owed by mother, or sister, or wife; 
However humble the home may b_e, 
Or tried with sorrOw by heaven's decree, 
The blessings that never were bOught nor sold 
And center there, are better than gold. 

A. C.BUCK. 

Prof. Seelye has been studying the Indian 
problem, and finds that each Indian .costs 
the government about $2,000 a year to keep 
him alive, but it would bankrupt the coun
try to attempt to kill them off for that seems 
to cost about $1,000,000 fen; every Indian. 
It only costs $2.50 a day to board tnem in 
Washing ton, so that it looks almost as if it 
would be economical to bring them al: there. 
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A Call to the Saints. 

This will notify all the Saints; that an 
adjourned meeting of the officers compos
ing tp.e Board of Removal of the Business 
Center of the Church, was held at the Her
ald Office; Plano, Illinois, June 7th, 1876, 
pursuant to a resolution adopted at the 
conference session of April, 1876; and that 
at said meeting the undersigned was 
authorized to give this notice, and to re
quest those willing and desirous, and who 
are intending to assist and co-operate in 
the removal and re-location of the Business 
Center, to perfect their arrangements and 
determine the amount and kind of aid they 
can render. . 

The sums donate'd, or loaned to this 
Board of Officers, are to be used for the 
benefit of the Church; the land bought 
and buildings erected, will be the property 
of the Church, just the same as other prop
erties now owned by the Church, the 
Board of Officers being only charged with 
the duty of securing and disbursing an 
amount of means sufficient to accorn.plish 
the object designed by their appointment. 

From five to fifteen thousand dollars 
will be required, and of this amount about 
seventeen hundred dollars are in the hands 
of the Bishop, subject to the call of the 
Board. To raise the remaining amount, the 
Board request all those designing to assist, 
to send the sums t.'iey devote to this meas
ure to Bishop I. L. Rogers, Sandwich, De
Kalb county, Illinois, stating to him, dis
tinctly, the object for which it is sent, and 
whether the sum sent is to be a donation, 
or a loan; if the latter, state the time for 
which it is loaned. All loans should be 
for two years, or longer, as it will not be 
practicable to pay sooner. 

Those who advanced means last year to 
the Committee on Location, will do well to 
notify Bishop Rogers, whether, or not, 
they design the means advanced to be 
placed at the disposal of the presenf 
Board; or whether, or not, they desire 
it returned to them, as he was directed 
to do by the April Conference. Also, 
those who offered aid to the late Com
mittee on Location, are requested to notify 
Bisqop Rogers, whether, or not, they will 

aid the preseµt Board; and if so, to . • 
,extent, with statement of amounc;:, fr 
and terms. ' 

It is the intention of the Board Jf ofil. 
cers to do an' that they can to carry the 
resolution ofti:i~ late conference into effect; 
whether. tMy ~hall succeed, or fail, will 
depend.to a gi:eat degree upon the charac. 
ter of ihe co-operation that they shan 
have. 

We commend the effort to the consider
ation of all. 

J OSEPR SMITJI, 

Chairman of Board. 
·Done by order of Board of Removal, at 

Plano, Illinois, June 8th, 1876. 

Pottawattamie District. 
To THE OFFICIAL MEMBERS OF THE POTTA

WATTAMIE DIS'rRICT, IowA,-Brethren:-In 
consideration of there having been but few 
in attendance at the conference of May 27th, 
1876, and in further consideration of the 
probable non-appearance of the minutes of 
said conference in time, owing to the crowd
ed condition of the columns of the Herald, 
I take this method of informing you that a 
special conference is appointed for the sec
ond Saturday in July, at Council Bluffs, at 
twelve o'clock, m., to arrange for the Semi
Annual Conference, which by action of the 
conference of April, 1876, is to be held at 
or near Council Bluffs. 
· It is hoped that there will be a generol 
attendance, the necessity of' which must be 
apparent to all. All should come prepared 
to stay· until the business is finished, with
out being actuated by the spirit of haste. 
Should any be prevented from attending by 
uncontrollable circumstances, thBir duty 
would then be to report by letter, that those 
who prny be present may know what to ex
pect. It will be expected that presidents of 
branches will come prepared to state what 
their·respective branches will do. 

Do not let this notice slip from your minde, 
There is reason to expec~ that as long as 
life lasts you will be busy, and if duty is 
omitted while you are busy, without an ef
fort to sacrifice some time or pleasure, what 
will be the reward when it comes'. · 'I'he 
second Satm·day falls on the 13th day of 
the month. Y ou:rs in Christ, 

JAl\lES CAFPALL, in charge of Nission. 

For the Herald. 
Bro. Joseph :-As a number of brethren 

have offered to aid us in building a home 
for Bro. T. W. Smith, here in De Kalb Co., 
Missouri, as soon as we were ready to re
ceive help ; to such brethren and any others 
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); would say, that we w~ld be ·glad to re
ceive donations for that purpose, so that Br. 
Smith, who is devoting his entire time to 
the ministry, may have a little home for 
himself and wife in this beautiful CQtmtry. 
This is not asked as money to be credited as 
tithing, but as a· gift and as a token of re
spect; of sympathy, and brotherly love for 
Br. Smith and companion. Contributions 
may be sent to the undersigned at Stewarts
ville, DeKalb, Co., Missouri. 

Yours in Christ, ALBERT BISHOP. 

BORN. 
At Buffalo Prairie, Illinois, May 4th, 

1876, to the wife of elder I. B .. Larue, a son. 
Mother and son doing well. 

At Blenheim Ontario, May 19th, 1876, to 
the wife of Samuel C. Reynolds, a daughter. 

l\IARRIED. 
At Council Bluffs, Iowa, May 28th, 1876, 

by elder James Gaffall, Alexander H. Smith 
and Emma C. Peterson. 

At Union Fort, Salt Lake county, Utah, 
May 21st, 1876, by elder Wm. P. Smith, 
Mr. Hyrum.Smith to sister Lucy A. Griffiths, 
both of the place .abuve named. ]\fay their 
lives be long, happy, and prosperous. 

DIED. 
At Cottage, Hardin county, Iowa, April 

11th, 1876,after several months' illness, Dr. 
Lewis Bronson, in the 65th year of his age. 
He was a member of the first organization 
of the church, and for many years was con
nected with the reorganization, and died 
full in the faith, as expressed in his last 
moments. 

At Millersburg, Mercer county, Ills., May 
21st, 1876, Lillie B., daughter of John M. 
and Mary J. Terry, also grand-child of Tim
othy and ,Sarah Cadman, aged 5 years, S 
months and 25 days. Funeral sermon by 
elder D. S. Holmes. 

Near Manti, Fremont Co., Iowa, of dropsy 
of the brain, Inez E., only daughter of Mr. 
;James and Sr. Vina Wood, aged 10 months 

- and .5 days. Funeral services by Elder J. 
R. '.Badhitm. 

Near Volcano, Amador county, California, 
May 2d, 1876, of lung fever, sister Harriet, 
wife. of Bro. Joseph Howell, aged 53 years; 
4 months and 18 days. Was born in Wol
verhampton, England, December 'J.4th1 1822. 
She connected herself with the laf:ter day 
work in 1846 ; was received into the Reor
ganized Church by baptism, December•2Zd, 
1866, Alex. H. Smith officiating. Sr. Howen 
was a devoted saint. A few days prior,to 
her death, and after the hand of disease had 
stricken her low, in a conversation she· re
hearsed, as expressive of her feelings, the 
following words of a familiar hymn:: 

'·The friends that most cheer me on life's rngged 
road, 

Are the friends of my Master, the chilcjren of God.' 
We have often enjoyed th<i hospitality of 

her house, and we sympathize with fhe fam-
ily in their l;lereavement. M.B.o. 

At Des Moines, Iowa, January 26, 1876, 
of lung disease, Br. John A. Williams, 
aged 46 years and 25 days. Just before his 
departure he said, "I am appointed unto 
death, but my pain has been taken through 
the administration of the elders." The 
night before this; the saints assembled in 
his room for prayer and a vision of angels 
was beheld, one clothed in most beautiful 
white, whose oom1tenance was as the sun, 
and he had a starry girdle.in his hand. The 
other two were clothed as in soldierly ap
parel who appeared to be wafting for some
thing when the vision closed. Br. Williams 
was loved by many. He was a deacon in 
the church and leaves a wife and children 
to mourn him. Funeral services by elder 
J. R. En.us. 

At Omaha, Nebraska, April 17, 1876, Br. 
Olaus Warner, aged 31 years, 5 months and 
22 days. Funeral services by el.der J. An
derson. Br. Warner was born at Christiana, 
Norway, in 1844. He was a missionary un
der ·Brigham Young for four years, but 
united with the Reorganization by baptism, 
Sept. 27, 1875, administered by Br. M. H. 
Forscutt. 

At Millersburg, Mercer county, Ills., May 
19th, 1876, of scarlet fever, Timothy, son of 
Timothy and· Sarah Cadman, aged 4 years 
at 16 days. 

In (ll'a;v,:;ford county, Iowa, April 24th, Addresses. 
l8'7o;·~i;s;'.R. M. Herrington, aged 35 years Charles Derry, Deer Creek, Madison Co., 
and :10 months, daughter of :M:rs. M. E. For- Nebraska. 
ney•of Woodbine, Iowa, and grand daugh- John FI. Hansen, Farmington, Graves 
$,er:of ·jl/[~. Wm. Marks, of Plano, Ills. She county, Ky. 
waaba11tized by elder Phineas Cadwell, Feb- J. S. Patterson, care John Traxler, Louis-
TUary 20th, 1876. Five. children will miss ville, Ontario. · 
the. J~~ri'dly teachings of a loving mother;.·· E. C. Briggs, care John Traxler, Louis-
and many friends will feel tho loss of a ville, Ontario. ' 
ch:dstian woman. Alexander n. SmUh, Andover, Harrison 

:.Dearest.m()ther, thou h~th left us, county, .Mo. . 
And·thy loss wo deeply feel; ]\~ H 11 tt R M El · N h 

But 'tis God that has bereft ns, h. • ~ orscu ' care · • vm, . e • 
He can all our sorrows heal. · raska City, Neb. 
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Conference Notices. 
The South-Eastern Ohio and Western 

Virginia Conference will meet at the Syra
cuse Branch, Saturday and Sunday June 
24 and 25, 1876. DAVID THOMAS, Dis. Pres. 

HERE is what Ruskin says about preach
ing. How will it agree with so called 
theological distinctions, and orthodox de
nunciation: 

"There are two ways of regarding a ser
mon-either as a human composition, or a 
divine message. If we look upon it entire
ly as the first, and require our clergyman 
to finish it with the utmost care and learn
ing for our better delight, wh\)ther of ear 
or intellect, we shall be necessarily led to 
expect much formality and stateliness in 
its delivery, and think that all is not well 
if the pulpit have not a golden fringe around 
it, and a goodly cµshion in front of it; but 
we shall at the same time consider the 
treatise thus prepared as something to 
which it is our duty to listen without rest
lessness for half an hour or three-quarters; 
but which, when that duty has been de
corously performed, we may dismiss from 
our minds in happy confidence of being 
provided with another when next it shall 
be necessary. But if once we begin to re
gard the preacher, whatever his faults, as 
a man sent with a message to us, which it 
is a matter of life or death whether we hear 
or refuse; if we look upon him as set in 
charge over many spirits in danger of ruin, 
and have but allowed him an hour or two 
in the seven days to speak to them; if we 
make some endeavors to conceive how pre
cious those hours ought to be to him, a 
small advantage on the side of God, after 
his flock have been exposed for six days 
together to the wotlcl's temptations, and 
he has been forced to watch the thorn and 
the thistle springing up in their hearts, 
and to see what wheat had been scattered 
there, snatched from the wayside by this 
wild bird and the other; and at last, when 
breathless and weary with the week's labor, 
they give him this interval of imperfect and 
languid hearing, he has but thirty minutes 
to get at the separate hearts of a thousand 
men to convince them of all their weak
ness, shame them for all their sins, warn 
them of all their dangers, to try by this 
way and that to stir the hard fastenings of 
those doors where the Master himself has 
stood and knocked, yet none openecl
thirty minutes to raise the dead in-let us 
but once understand and feel this, and we 
'shall look with changed eyes upon that 
frippery of gay furniture about the place 
from which the message of judgment must 

be delivered, which either breathes upon 
the dry bones that may live, or, if ineffect
ual, remains recorded in condemnation, 
perhaps against the utterei· and listener 
alike, .. but assuredly against one of them." 

A Foot Li;imp. 
One of the most interesting things in the 

Holy Land is the fact that one meets every
where, in daily life, things that illustrate 
the word of the Lord. The streets of Jeru
salem are very narrow, arid no one is al
lowed to go out nights without a light. 
Throw open your lattice in the evening 
and look out, ancl you will see what seem 
to be little stars twinkling on the pave
ment. You will hear the clatter of san
dals, as the late traveler rattles along. As 
the party approaches, you will see that he 
has a little lamp fastened to his foot, to 
make his step a safe one. In an instant 
the verse comes to your memory written in 
that same city 3,000 years ago: "Thy word 
is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path." 

Abmham and Moses. 
Under the Divine guidance f)ie men who 

made the deepest impress upon the life of 
the world, were not the men who founded 
cities, and conquered nations, and governed 
empires, but the pilgrims and wanderers·· 
who dwelt in tents and found in the Al
mighty Goel their shield and exceeding 
great reward. We cannot point to fallen 
columns, and ruined temples, and desolate 
cities and say: These are the works of our 
father Abraham. But we can :find his liv
ing memorial in the life and character of 
the best and bravest men of all succeeding • 
time. * * Moses lived eighty years in · 

· the desert, and his only home was a tent. 
An cl yet these two mighty men of faith arn 
still monarchs in the realm of mind, friends. 
and fathers in the sacred empire of home. 
-Daniel Jriarch, D. D. 

A Clieerful Atmosphere. 
Let us try to be like the sunshiny mem

ber of the family, who has the inestimable 
art to make all duty seem pleasant, all 
self-denial and exertion easy and desirable,. 
even disappointment not so blank and 
crushing; who is like a bracing, crisp, 
frosty atmosphere throughout the home, 
without a suspicion of the element that 
chills and pinches. You have known peo
ple, within whose influence yon felt cheer
ful, amiable, and hopeful, equal to any
thing! Oh! for that blessed power, and 
for God's grace to exercise it rightly! I 
do not know a more enviable gift than the 
energy to sway others to good; to diffuse 
around us au atmosphere of cheerfulness, 
piety, truthfulness, · generosity, magnani-
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roity. It is not a matter of great talent; 
not entirely a matter of great energy; but 
rather of earnestness and honesty, and of 
that quiet, constant energy which is like 
soft rain gently penetrating the soil. It is 
rather a grace than a gift; and we all 
know where all grace is to be had freely 
for the asking.-Oountry Parson. 

Brot11er Jonathan's AclYentures. 
1620. Lands on Plymouth Rock, and sets 

up for himself. 
1621. Keeps Thansgiving-in no danger 

of overeating. · « 
1622. Builds a Meeting-house. 
1623. Proclaims a Fast Day. 
1628. Cuts down a May Pole at Merry 

l\fount as a rebuke to vain recreations. 
1635. Is crowded for accommodations, 

and stakes out a new farm at Connecticut. 
1637. Makes war on the Antinomians and 

the Pequot Indian~, and whips both. 
1638. Starts a College, and 
1640. Sets up a Printing Press. . 
1643. Goes into a Confederacy-the first 

Colonial Congress. 
1648. Lays down the Cambridge Platform. 

Hangs a Witqh. 
1649. Sets his face against the unchristian 

custom of wearing long hair, "a thing un
civil and uncomely." 

1651. Is rebuked for "intolerable excess 
and bravery of apparel," and is forbidden 
to wear gold and silver lace, or other such 
gew-gaws. 

1652. Coins Pine-Tree Shillings, and 
makes the business profitable. 

1663. Prints a Bible for the Indians. 
1680. Buys a "bang-up" Clock, and oc

casionally carries a silver watch that helps 
him guess the time of day. About this pe
riod learns to use Forks at table; a new 
fashion. 

1692 ... Is scared by Witches again, at Sa
lem; but gets the bet-ter of them. 

1701. Founds another College, which, 
after a while, settles down at New Haven. 

1704. Prints his first Newspaper, in Bos-
ton. · 

1705. Tastes Coffee as a luxury, and at 
his own table. 

1707. Constructs another Platform-this 
time at Saybrook. . 

1710. Begins to sip Tea-very sparingly. 
It does not come into family use till five and 
twenty years later. 

1711. Puts a letter into his first Postoffice. 
1720. Eats a Potato-and takes one home 

to plant in his garden as a curiosity. 
1721. Is Inoculated for the Small Pox

not witho.ut grave. remonstrance from his 
conservative neighbors. Begins to Sing by 
note . on Sundays, thereby encountering 
much opposition and opening a ten years' 
quarrel. 

1740. Manufactures Tin-ware, and starts 
the first Tin Peddler on his travels. 

1742. Sees Faneuil Hall built. The cradle 
of Liberty is ready to be rocked. · 

17 45. Builds an Organ; but does not yet. 
permit it to be played in the Meeting-house. 

1750. ·Buys a bushel of Potatoes for
Winter's use-aJlhis friends wondering what. 
he will do with so many. 

1755 . .Puts up a Franklin Stove in his· 
best room; and tries one of the newly in
vented Lightning Rods. 

1760. About this time begins to wear a 
Collar to his shirt. When he can afford it, 
takes his wife to meeting in a chaise, instead• 
of on a pillion, as heretofore. 

1765. Shows his dislike to stamped Paper~ 
and joins the "Sons of Liberty." ",· 

1768. Tries his hand at Type Founding~ 
not yet successfully-In Connecticut. 

1770. Buys a home-made Wooden Clock. 
1773. Waters his Tea in Boston Harbor. 

Plants Liberty Trees wherever he finds good 
soil. 

177 4. Lights Boston streets with oil 
Lamps; a novelty (though "New Lights"' 
had been plenty some years before.) 

1775. Shows Lord Percy how to march to 
"Yankee Doodle." Calls at Ticonderoga to,,.,·· 
take lodgings for the season. Sends Gen~;, 
Putnam, with a small party, to select a sit6' 
for Bunker Hill monument. 

1776. Brother Jonathan-as he begins to· 
be called in the family-declares himself 
Free and Independent. 

1780. Buys an "Umbrillo" for Sundays, 
and whenever he shows it is laughed at for· 
his effeminacy. 

1791. Starts a Cotton Spinning factory. 
1792. Has been raising Silk Worms in 

Connecticut; and now gives his minister 
(not his wife) a home-made silk gown. 
Buys a Carpet for the middle of the parlor 
floor. 

1793. Invents the Cotton-Gin-and there
by trebles the va:lue of Southern planta
tions. 

1795-1800. Wears Pantaloons occ::.sion
ally, but not when in full dress. Begins to
use Plates on the breakfast and teatable. 

1802. Has the boys and girls vaccinated. 
1806. Tries to burn a piece of Hard Coal• 

from Philadelphia; a failure. 
1807. Sees a boat go by Steam, on 'th& 

Hudson. 
1815. Buys one of Terry's patent "Shelf 

Clocks" for $36.00; and regulates his watch 
by it. 

1817. Sets up a Stove in the Meeting
house, and builds. a fire in it on Sunday; 
an innovation which is stoutly resisted by 
many. ~ 

1817. Begins to run a Steam-boat on Long. 
Island Sound-and takes passage on it to. 
New-York, after:making his will. 
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1819. Grown bolder, he crosses the At
lantic in a steam.ship. 

1822. Lights Gas in Boston (but doc,2u't 
ffght Boston with gas till 1829). At last 
learns how to make Hard Coal burn, and 
sets a grate in his parlor. Buys a Steel 
Pen (one of Gillott's sold at thirty-three 
dollars per gross). Has his every-day Shirts 
made without Ruffles. 

1825. About this time puts a Percussion 
Lock on his old musket. 

1826. Buys his wife a pair of queer·-shaped 
India-Rubber overshoes. Puts on his first 
False Collar. Tries an "~xpe:-dmenta.l" 
railroad, by horse-power. -

1828. Tastes his first Tomato-doubtingly. 
Is told that it is unfashionable to feed him
self "with his knife-and buys Silv~ Forks 
for great occasions. 

1833. Buys his first Friction l\fatch
then called a "Lucifer," aml afterwards 
"Loco-Foco." Throws away the old Tinder 
Box with his flint and steel. . 

1835. Invents the Revolver, and sets about 
supplying the world with it, as a peacemaker. 
Tries a Gold Pen, but cannot find a good 
one yet-nor till 1844. :Builds a real Rail
r-0ad and rides on it. 

1838. Adopts the new fashion of 
his letters in Envelopes ( p, fashion 
does not fairly prevail till seven years 

1840. Sits for his Daguerreotype, and 
!'. picture fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Begins to blow himself up with "Oa.mphene" 
and "Burning Fluid;" and continues the 
process for years, with changes of name of 
the active agent down to and including 
"Non-Explosive Kerosene." 

1844. Sends his first message by the 
Electric Telegraph. _ 

1847. Buys his wifB a sewing· l\Ia.chine
in the vain hope that somehovv it '°Yill keep 
the buttons on his shirts. Begins to receive 
advices fro1n the "Spirit \Vorld." 

1855. Begins to bore a.nd be bore.:! l:iy tho 
Hoosac Tunnel. 

1858. Celebrates the laying of the Oce:m 
'Cable, 11nd 6ends a friendly messa.ge to John 
Bull. Next week begins to doubt whether 
the cable has been laid at DJl. 

1865. Gets the Atlantic Cable in working 
OTder at last. 

1875. Goes to Bunker Hill to pay hoi;or 
to the illustrious men who"were comma.nd
ed by Gen. Putnam. Gets :r~ady to celebrate 
his second golden wedding by a grand family 
reunion in Philadelphia. 

One of Moody's L~tters. 
Mr. Moody lately addressed a letter to 

·Christians in Great Britain, 9, singularly 
persuasive appeal, urging them to do more 
to win the unconverted. One paragraph in 
that letter is as follows: "After good men, it 
cseems to me we want good methods. Above 

all, we want new methods. }; ot at aJ!, how
ever, that the old methods D.re bad, but sim
j:Jy that they are old. The best old methods 
are, perhaps, '18 good as, or better than 
new ones; but· they are old methods, 
that is enough. The wodd has got tirecl of 
them. It will not hav.e anything more to do 
with the1r..-the worso for the world. ner= 
haps, you say: but th9,t cannot alter th~ fact. 

1 l\len are cryi,:ng out for novelty. Perhaps a 
better word would be •variety.' Weli, let 
them have variety. They Want it: in every
thing else they g~,t it; why not this? If we 
cannot win the p«iOple by old, plainly enough 
the only !'ea.sonable line of action is to try 
new means; and if the new bait does not 
succeed, let us try again; and if that does 
not do, let us go on trying till we find a bait 
that does." 
~ 

The Drought in .Australia, 
It appears from meteorological observa

tions recorded. at the Sydney Observatory, 
that ihe past fon:r months,-August, Sep
tember, October and November,-have had 
no parallel in Sydney as to smallness of 
rainfall, for at least thirty- five years (there 
were no reliable records before 1840). In 
other words, less min has fallen during the 
la;;t four months than-so far as is know11~
ln any corresponding period since the coun
try was first colonized. The followinff' is 
the am Dunt of rainfall for the f~ur 
months:-

August 
September 
October 
~\ovei.""lber 

when the 

November 

0.520 
J.700 
1.0:55 
0.881 

~ 150 
to this ·was in 186'7, 

inches~ 
0.980 
3,350 
0.210 
0.200 

4.140 
Yilith the return of the R,e-v. 'Thir. Soares to 

his parsonage, after some nine weeks' trav
eling of 900 n1"iles, chiefly among the resi
dents in our back blocks, we (Forbes Times) 
have receiverl further accounts of the pre
vailing drought. He describes the state of 
the country as something awful. Harres, 
cattle, and sheep are dying in great num
bers, for where water can be obtained mobs< 
herds, and flocks congregate; consequent.Jy 
the ground for a 1011g distance round has no 
more grass than a boarded floor, and where 
there is dried up grass it is so far removed 
from the water that it is unapproachable< 
In many instances the water is poisoned, 
and has a very offensive smell. The Rev. 
gentleman had thrice to replace his horse 
by purchasing others, and twice }Vas he laid 
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up poisoned with the water. His little black 
servant bore up better than his master dur
ing the journey, but died three days after 
reaching home, and was buried in the par
sonage paddock. 

As showing the terrible effect. of the 
drought in the Northern parts of the colony 
the following item of news taken from an 
Adelaide telegram will be significant:
"A letter from the Barrier Ranges reports 
that 40,000 sheep died on one station for 
want of water." 

------.!~ 
Em1}1iasis. 

Some years ago there was a student at 
~he Theological Seminary at Andover, who 
had an excellent opinion of his own talents. 
On one occasion he asked the professor who 
taught elocution at the time, '"What do I 
especially need to learn in this department'?" 
"You ought first to learn to read," said t.he 
professor. "Oh, I can read now," replied 
the student. The professor handed the 
young man a Testament and pointing to the 
twenty-fifth verse of the twenty-fourth chap
ter of Luke's gospel he asked him to read 
that. The student read, "Then he said un
to them, 0 fools, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken." "Ah," 
said the professor, "they were fools for be~ 
lieving the prophets, were they?" Of course 
that was not right, and so the young man 
tried again. •O fools, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken." 
"The prophets, then, were sometimes liars?" 
ask ell the professor. No; "0 fools, and 
•ilow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken." "According to this reading,'' 
the professor suggested, "the prophets were 
'.'.lotorious liars." This was not a satisfac·· 

conclusion, and so another trial was 
"0, fools and slow of heart to be

lieve all that the prophets have spoken." 
"I see now," said the professor, "the 

wrote the truth, but they spoke 
This last criticism discouraged the 

student, and he acknOO'ledged that he did 
not know how to read. The difficulty lies 
in the fact that the words "slow of heart to 
believe" applies to the whole of the latter 
part of the sentence, a.nd emphasis on any 
particular word entirely destroys the mean-

than anywhere else. In Soudau an ordinary 
charge for a male child in less than £3, and 
a full-grown uegro is often exchanged for a 
donkey, an old musket or even a few pounds 
of copper. The price of slaves in the United 
States during the palmy days of the "do
mestic institution" was, on the contrary, 
very high. There in 1850, the average price 
of an adult black was not less than £150·, 
while very young children, bought with 
their mothers, were sold by weight at one 

1 
dollar per pound. Before the year 1860 the 
value of these goods had increased so much 
that a negro in good condition cost no less 
than £400, and young children were sold all 
from £150 to £200, according to their phys
ical promise. The Russians,. wlio in their 
hite expedition to Khiva are said to hava 
freed as many as 40,000 person<i of different 
nationalities who had been enslaved by the 
inhabitants of the Khanate, found that a 
Russian was sold there at the rate of from 
£60 to £120, a Persian i>t £45, and .women 
slaves at an average price of rather less than 
£40. The indemnity granted to their own
ers when the slaves in the French colonies 
were emancipated in 1846, which wa·s sup
posed to represent about three-sevenths of 
the total value of each slave, amounted to 
au average of only 20 guineas. 
~-

Ifo Forgiveness Without Forgiveness. 
Some one, overhearing a conversation of 

this kind, sends it to us. 
Two ladies were the speakers. One Mrs. 

Dacre, a bright-eyed, b1·isk, energetic little 
woman, full of dash anrl sparkle and ''hum an 
nature." The other, Mrs. Reed, was quieter, 
stronger, more intense than her friend, with 
a stmnge gladnese. in her dark eyes that 
told more eloquently than words, of a soul 
at rest in God. "There ls no use in saying 
anything more about it, Jennie," and Mrs. 
Dacre started up from the low cushion by 
her friend's sofa and walked to the window. 
"It is too much to expect of any one. I 
never can forgive her!" 

"'l'hen you never can be forgiven." It was 
said sadly, but without hesitation. Mrs. 
Dacre started and looked at her friend in 
silent and shocked surprise. 

"Jennie," she said at length, "that is an 
;w;fol thing to say to any one." 

------ "I know it," was the quiet answer. "It 
The Price of Slaves, is Christ who says it. I speak on His 

"\Vhat fault did Joseph's brethren com- authority." 
mit when they sold him to the Ishmaelites ?" She turued to the Bible. Mrs. Dacre 
inquired a Yankee schoolmaster of his head came back to her place, and listened with 
pupil. "They s:ild him too cheap," replied her face in her hands. She had never heard 
the ingenuous youth. This, according to her friend speak so before. It was so un~ 
some curious information collected by the like her usual tender sympathetic words. 
Econorniste F~ancais, regarding the price of She felt hurt, shocked, indignant. 
slaves, is an indiscretion with which the "Forgive us our debts as we. forgive our 
African dealers are chargeable. The tariff 

1 
debtors," read her friend in her low, earnest 

for human merchandise is lower in Africa \ voice. "For if ye forgive men their tres-
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passes, your hes.venly Father wiH also for
give you. lJut, .if ye forgipe not men their 
trespasses, neither will your heavenly Father 
forgive your trespasses." "See how close the 
connection between forgiving and being for· j 
given?:' 

There. was no answer. :Mrs. Reed felt \ 
she must go on. ••You have often asked me 
to pray with. you for some certain person or· 
-0bject. Dear Kate, if those prayers .. of 
·yours.have.not been answered, Christ gives 
you the reason in his own words :-"When 
ye .~tand praying, fo1'[!ive, if ye have ought 
against any, that .your Father which is in 
heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 
But, if ye do not f01·give, neither will your 
Father which is in heaven forgive you your 
:tres~asses."-From The Parish Yisitor. 

The Doctors and Dyspeptics. 
Vfe receive says the New York Ledger, a 

great many communications from corres
pondents who are sn:flering from dyspepsia, 
torpid ;liver, or some other diseaffe caused 
by bad digestion; and who wish to regain 
their health. Some of them have tried ma
ny doctors and many kinds of treatment, 
but find themselves no better. They are 
"tired of bothering with doctors," they say, 
and would like to k.now if they "had not bet
ter not let them alone altogether." 

It seems that most of the doctors tell their 
patients to take out-door exercise, to be 
careful with their diet, and to eat slowly. 
But it is seldom that the patients, according 
to their own statements,. strictly follow 
these simple rules: So the doctors cannot 
be as much at fault as they are generally 

Duties of a Mother. supposed to be. Th.e last rule would go a 

Sh h Id b fi tl k' d 1 great wavs toward curing a dyspeptic. Al-

d 
0 ts outt de t rmh, genh'led, ·mS'' ahwayld8 most all.people troubled with dyspepsia, or 

rea y o a en o er c i • ne s ou k' d d d' t t f t Th 
1 h t h · t h t h d th t . any -rn re isease, ea oo as . ey 

neve~ aug a im-a ".' a e ?es a '.8 hardly ever take time to masticate their 
ounmng-never allow him to thii::k of h'.8•, food, but. bolt it almost whole. Let them 
loo~s, ex~ept to be i::eat and cl.ean m all his I eat slowly, and when it has becom\ a habit 
h
1 

ab1ts. ohe shoula teach .him to .obey ~ with them to do so, they will have bett~r 
.ook-to respect those older than hii:iself, health and find life to be sweeter and rn 
she. should ~eyer m~_ke. a c?mman~ without ever ~ay more de.sirable. 
seemg that it is perto;:med m the right man- Y ---'--· ....,....,. ___ _ 
ner. Never speak oLthe child's faults or 
foibles, or repeat his remarks before him. 
It is a sure way to spoil a child. Never re
prove a child when excited, nor let your 
tone of voice be raised when correcting. 
Strive to inspire love, not dread-respect, 
not fear. Remember you are training and 
educating a soul for eternity. Teach your 
children to wait themselves, io put 
away a thing when with it. But do 
not forget that once a child. 

Cities. 
gathered the fol

lowing stat1st.ics concerning 1he police for
ces of various cities: New York, with a 

·population of more than a million, has 2,560 
policemen. who cost the ciiy annually $3,-
330,367; Philadeiphia, with a population of 
750,000. has a force of 1,292 men, and the 
cost is $1,400,000: St. Louis, with a popu
lation of about 490,000, has a force pf 467 
men, costing annually $461,886; Brooklyn, 
with a population of 483,000, has i1 force of' 
.592 men, whose annual cost is $787,7713; 
Boston, whose population is about 242,000, 
maintains 700 men, at a yearly expense of 
$815,000; New Orleans has a population of 
about 203,000, a fo1·ce .of 450 men, costing 
<.Jvery year $582,000; Cincinnati has 216,000 
inhabitants, 331 policemen. and spends for 
their support annually $325,000; while 
Chicago's population is estimated ut 300,000, 
and its police force of 591 ID<:'J:/ costs every 
year $680,000. 

A good story comes from Rome, Ga., and 
is told by the Courier of that city. A party 
of gentlemen having sat down .. to dinner, 
one of them, Col .. l/Vaddell, was ·asked to 
say grace, and, 'bowing his head, said: 
"Lord, make u;Ji.Jlonest and rich." An 
editor who was i'\fesent promptly respond. 
ed: "Amen. GiNe the Colonel the former, 
and Thy lrnmble servant the latter, as Thou 
seest we need, it quickly." 

Nc0TICE. 
When changing·)~olr'i place of residence, or desirillg 

your paper s~nt to a. dJ_fferent poSt·office, be part~cUlar 
in giving, in full, the; :µ!1me of the post~oflice, county, 
and state where you,: h~d been last receiving it, and, 
distinctly state the .u."r~e of the post-offic~, county and 
state to ;vhich you:W·ish,;Jonr paper sent, in the future .. 

If your paper has· b$en going in a package, state 
whose. . 

"\Vhen mai1ing a letter, whether :in a raHro~dcar,on 
a steamboa.t, or while visiting at a frierid's, in every 
instance give your frwn address where ~ou, ar:e taking 
your pape:r. \ 

When taking sub3Criptions for HERALD and HOPE be 
particular in ghiug the correct address of the "new 
SZ{Jbsaiber." 

If your paper h8,& 1)eon disco:ntinneil, stato where 
have last been,tak:ing it, and the time it'was .sto-p~ 
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SEl\H~MOXT·ELY; at Plano, Kendall Co., Illinois, by the 
Boa.rd of Publicat,ion of the Reorganized Church ef 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and is edited by 
losEPII SM1TH and HENRY A. STEBBIXS. $2.15peryear· 

All remittances, ordern, and business c"?mmunica
t!ons intended for the o~ce of publication, -mu.st bil 
directed to Henry A. Stebbins, Box 50, Plano, Kendall 
Co., Ills. All ;;;ums ever FiYe Dollars should be se:at by 
Draft on Chicago, Pos~ ~~ce Order onJ?Jano,.by,regis .. 
tered let-tel", or by :m::q1re-Ss. Remittances sent in any 
otho:r manner will be at the risk. of the sender. 
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"HEAR.KEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, FOR THERE SHAJ',L NOT ANY MAN AMONG YOU HA VIC 8AVl1 IT :Sll 

CNJ: WIFE; AND CONCUBINES HB SHALL HAVE NONB.."-Book of Mormon. 
H WHEN TH::B RIGHTEOUS ARE IN AUTHORITY, 'lH.N PlWPLJi! REJOHlll; DUT WHBN TIIB WIOKl!lD BEARETR 

RULE, TH.R PEOPLE MOURN.''-Frov. 29: 2. . 

Vol. 23. PLANO, ILL., JULY 1, 18'76. No.13. 

A Meanento. 
To MY SONS, FREDERICK AND JOHN, 

AND MY OTHER CHILDREN. 

lJeai· Children :-It haS' often been in 
my mind to leave with you in writing 
something concerning what I have be
fore spoken to you; and, as I am now 
old and soon expect to leave this taber
nacle, I commence to.day to write you 
.some instruction, so that when my ex
isterrne has ceased, and your mother also 
has left this world, and om· speach no 
more heard by you, that you may then 
have this to bring our instruction into 
memory. 

The ·first and most important thing for 
you to do, and that will bring you most 
happiness in this world and the one to 
come, is, "Love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and thy neighbor as thy
self." You have all heard the gospel, 
the good tidings concerning peace and 
joy ;n Christ Jes us; and you have so 
far believed that this Christ is the Sa
vior of the world, and that by him 
you have existed to that God thrtt has 
created you; therefore, I say unto you, 
give heed to the word of the Lord; 
search it that you may know your duties 
so that you may receive the promised 
blessings; for remember this, th~t only 
those that do the will of God are heirs 
to l1is promises. 

The world is foll of wickedness and 
temptation to draw the hearts of the 
young into its snares; and the apostle 
says, that "the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God;" therefore, I say 
unto you, seek not its company nor its 
pretended joy, which is foolishness and 
will cunningly entice you away .from 

Whole No .. 349. 

i God; "evil communications corrupt good 
[ manners." 

"Be (ye) not conformed to this world, 
but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your minds;" and seek for your soci
ety and company those who fear the 
Lord; for they will strengthen you; but 
the others will weaken you; and at fast 
lead you away from the truth. Nothing 
is, and nothing has been more precious 
to me than to instruct you in the ways 
of truth. Have charity towards one an
other, and to all men; for he that "loves 
his neighbor fills the law." If ye con
sider yourself to be wronged, then seek 
no vengeance, for "vengeance is the 
Lord's." \\Then you therefore feel to 
revenge, t.hen remember him who did 
not "revile" when he was reviled;" but 
committed himself to him who judgeth 
righteously!' and who exclaimed on the 
cross, '':Forgive them for know net 
what do.'" 

·when that time comes that vou will 
choose partners in life with wh~m you 
will share grief and joy; then go not 
after the lusts of the fiesh, nor the sight. 
of the eye; look not so much on beauty 
as on virtue. Consider that this union 
is for your whole life; and that hap
piness or misery depends a great deal on 
this choice. God's word says, "whatso
ever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jes us;" therefore, 
pray earnestly to the Lord your God, that 
he will guide you to find the one who 
will and can bring you the greatest bless
ings. l\Iake up your mind that you will 
not unite yourself with any except with 
such as are of the same faith as yourself. 
And here it is also necessary to be care-
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ful as not all that have the name of 
saint are saints. I wish you eould see 
how much is lost by uniting with them 
that are of another faith j for it is not 
only the inconvenience that it brings 
you daily, but the rearing of your child
ren; for how could you learn your off
spring to serve that God whose laws 
yo-µrselves are not united upon. I hope 
that you will always feel it your duty to 
rear your children in the fear of God. 
Seek early to implant in their young 
hearts what is best calculated to preserve 
them from those temptations, troubles 
and weaknesses that are in the ~orld. 
When this is implanted faithfully, 
and after your best knowleds;e, if you 
then should see that your offspring 
should walk on the road that leads to 
destruction, then you will feel sorry for 
them; but you will have this testimony, 
that you have done your duty. Abra
ham in the word of God is called the 
friend of God; and why? God says "l 
know him that he will command his 
children and his household after him, 
and they shall keep the way of the Lord, 
to do justice and judgment." 

Beware of pride, for many have fallen 
by it. Seek not what is considered 
great and noble in the world; for it is 
;bominable in the sight of God. If 
what is used to satisfy its pleasure was 
given to bring the gospel to them that 
are in the "shadow of death," there 
would many more of the servants of God 
would be liberated, and the kingdom of 
God would increase both in excellency 
and in greatness. 

There might be much more said in 
this direction, but I will forbear, and re
quest you to read the Iierald for Dec. 
15, 1874, page 746; not only once, but 
many times; consider it weH '!nd re
ceive benefit therefrom. I foe] much . 
more blessed for what I give to the fur
therance of the gospel, than for what I 
am half forced to give in order to satis
fy the pleasures of the eye; especially 
when the fashion disfigures a person who 
is created in the image of God. 

There is another custom that is prac
ticed too much among the Saints; name
ly, improper conversations; what tbe 

apostle calls "foolish talking" and "jest
ing."-Eph. 5: 4. Which ought not to, 
exist. First, it is not .proper. Second, 
it does not inspire the mind. It is not· 
of the Father, but has its origin in the 
world. It fills the heart with vanity, 
and leads it to receive the spirit of the · 
world. It often happens when brethren 
and sisters meet together that instead of 
entertaining one another with Godlike 
conversation, singing psalms, arid spirit. 
ual songs, the precious time is spent in. 
joking, foolish conversation, and jesting. 
This is not proper for Saints. It does 
not bring the spirit of God into their 
midst; but in the place thereof, grieves 
that Holy Spirit of God, and often 
brings sorrow; therefore I say unto you, 
cultivate the spirit of godliness, and let 
none deceive you with improper con-rnr
sation; because of such comes the wrath 
of God on the children of the world. 

Use economy with what God ha& 
trusted in your care; think not v,hen 
you have an abundance of this world's 
goods, that economy is not necessary in 
the use of the same ; if there is any
thing left, then remember the word of 
the Lord, "Seek first to establish the 
kingdom of God." If you are not your
self able to preach the gospel, then re-. 
member them who are its advocates. 
They leave house and home, belovecl 
wife and helpless children, to carry the 
message of peace and salvation to the 
fallen sons and daughters of men. \Yhile 
these messengers of peace were at home, 
they could support their dear ones, but 
with faith in God and with a burning 
love for the children of men, they have 
felt that it was their duty to use the 
talent that was given to them,-these 
sacrifice all-therefore forget them not; 
for by so remembering them you may be 
co-workers for the truth; then will the 
Almighty God fill your hearts with 
heavenly joy; yea, with that peace that 
surpasses all understanding, which will 
preserve you in Christ Jesus our J,ord; 
for what is the joy that is obtained in 
this world, in its company, its pleasure,. 
its music and dancing, its riches, honors 
and glory, as c9mpared with that peace 
and joy.· Have you indeed had a taste 
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·of the first, then will the latter not easily . frain from misrepresenting what you 
draw you to it. have for sale; use no improper modes in 

Children, you have all seen how ruuch in conducting your business. Seek not 
·evil intoxicating drinks have done. Much to get possession of your neighbor's 
evil, misery and poverty have their ori- goods on any unrighteous principle; but 
gin in drinking; for this evil the tears do as you would be done by. When 
roll down the mothers' and the children's you have transacted business, do not re
cheeks. The tender-hearted mother is call your word; if even you should lose 
£lled with fear and horror when she sees by it, unless it be agreeable to those you 
him whom she selected as a helpmate in are dealing with. Be men who say a 
this life, in an intoxicated condition, word and mean it. 
and fearing that he whom she loved as Remember the poor. Let none suffer 
herself will misuse her, because that he when you can help them. Christ says, 
has drank of the poisonous cup, and "It is more blessed to give than to re
'thereby lost his sense. ceive." Let not coveteousness find place 

I have a word of advice' for you; and in your hearts; for it is the root of all 
'if you will hearken, and give heed to evil. When I say the poor, I mean the 
the advice of your father, then will this worthy poor ; those whom true sickness 

Th. d and other circumstances have placed in ,enemy never overpower you. is a -
vice is, total abstinence; never let this such a condition that they can not help 
poison come inside of your lips; then are themselves. Among these are the ad
you sure. Think not that you will drink vocates of the gospel. They are engaged 
'1:1loderately, for 60 has every drunkard in the Lord's service; and as I before 
thought in the beginning. have said, so I say again, "remember 

them." 
I say unto you who have received the I have not told you anything new; but 

gospel, and believed on Jes us Christ, and only what I have told you many times 
in the J_,atter Day vVork, keep steadfast before; and all this is contained in God's 
unto the end; for many have commenced, word. But I have written these in-
bu" '--.a"E' not fi1,1'~hed. I,et these be an · d 

• il ' · · ~ • struct10ns an encouragements to you, so 
example unto you, so that you may strive that you may always have them in your 
earnestly to enter at the straight gate; memory; that when your mother and I 
for Christ says, "that many shall search are gone, then, we may hope, this me
for it and shall not find it;" therefore, men to will be precious unto you. And 
it becomes so much more necessary to I if we should both be taken away before 
"watch and pray" that ye enter not into the younger have arrived to the age of 
temptations. Keep yourselves nigh un- maturity, then you who are older, see 
to God, and he will be nigh unto you. that they get a copy of this. In con
Forget not to meet with the Saints, for clusion, I pray that the peace of our 
this wiil strengthen you. I~et neither r~ord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
·carelessness, nor this world's care keep the power of the Holy .Ghost may be 
you back. A lack of desire to meet with with you all, Amen, and Amen. 
the Saints is one of the snares of Satan, Your ever affectionate father, 
wherein be entangles you and leads you HANS HANSEN. 

little by little, away from the truth. 
When Sunday morning comes, then let 
nothing unnecessary keep you from the 
meetings; work just as hard for your 
·spfritual food as you do for your tem
poral, and your desire will not grow 
weaker, but stronger; and you will not 
-feel satisfied, unless you meet with your 
brethren and sisters on the Lord's day, 
if possible. 

:Be righteous in your business. Re-

COUNCIL BLUFFS, Iowa, Feb. 17, 1876. 

Woman's Priwile~es. 
May I o:ffer a few thoughts, suggested 

by reading "The Plea for Woman's 
Work"? I am glad this subject is in
troduced, and hope woman's duties in the 
church will be clearly defined by those 
who have the right to teach and direct 
in all things pertaining to Zion's weal. 

The question is asked, "Is not woman 
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as capable of believing as man?" Un
doubtedly she is. The promise of the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, is to all who be
lieve; then we are heirs together of 
eternal life, through grace, and "the 
manifestation of the Spirit" is given to 
every one; but, "as he will." As there 
are differences of administration, we must 
appeal to the "law," to determine what 
our privileges are, that we may exercise 
our faith agreeably to his will, that "all 
things may be done in order." 

I can not find any account, in the law 
or the testimony, that a sister ever offici
ated in any of the ordinances; while 
I find many that they enjoyed other 
gifts, prophecy, &c.; but, if any were 
sick, they were to send for the elders to 
lay on hands. Jas. 5: 14. Yes, sister, 
woman has rights, God given, and 
freely sanctioned, by some of the 
"lords of creation," too ; but let us 
try to find what are ,some of those 
rights. If she believes, she has the 
right to the gift of knowledge, and no 
one can say that Jesus is Lord, but by 
the Holy Ghost. She also has the right 
to receive blessings according to the 
measure of faith, and is it not her duty 
to "show forth the manifestations of the 
Spirit" at home, in meekness and truth, 
by being an obedient child, a loving sis
ter, a faithful wife and mother? Also in 
prayer and testimony meetings, "for he 
chat is warned let him warn his neigh
bor." "The Spirit and the Bride say 
come, and let him that heareth say come." 
::'.'[ow, "to the law and the testimony." 
The Lord said to Sr. Emma: 

"The ~f!ice of thy calling shall be for a 
comfort unto * ;- * thy husband, * * -x- with 
consoling words, in the spirit of meekness. 
~' * * and thou shalt be ordained* * * to ex
pound scriptures, and to exhort the church, 
according as it shall be given thee of the 
Spirit."-D. C. 24: 2. 

Let us see if the testimony agrees. I 
do not believe Paul said, "it is a shame 
for a woman to speak in church." Paul 
said, it was not permitted for a woman 
to rule the church, (or try to rule.) We 
find Paul sending greeting to various 
sisters, fellow laborers in Christ. (See 
Romans 16 : 12). All these were termed 
servants, helpers, &c., with many more 

noble examples in both the Old and 
New Testament, recording their faithful 
testimony. Then, again, I have noticed, 
in blessing female children, the Spirit 
has said they should be instruments in 
the hands of God, in teaching the prin. 
ciples of righteousness. What are the 
principles of righteousness, but the full
ness of the gospel as revealed, when 
"truth sprang out of the earth" and 
"righteousness looked down from Heav
en?" If, then, the law and the testimo
ny and the Spirit, unite in assigning 
woman her duty as teacher in the great 
restitution, who will object? Ever pray
ing that we may prove faithful to the 
covenant, I remain your sister in the 
gospel, JllIARY J. SrrLEs. 

Reasons Fo1• Ou1· Hope. 
The Saints of God have many reasons 

for their hope. And it is good to think 
that though there are so many different 
ideas in the worid about God, and relig
ion, hundreds-of different churches and 
creeds, yet this is the only church that 
has the name of the Lord in full, "the· 
Chmch of Jesus Chrst," the only one 
that has the ancient faith in full, leaving 
nothing, having the same form of doc
trine, the same name for officer11 and or
dinances and the same gifts or signs fol
lowing those that believe, i. e., who 
make their belief acceptable to God by 
obedience to what they believe is their 
duty to do, by uniting their works with 
their faith; otherwise their faith would 
be counted dead, like unto the body is 
dead when the spirit is gone to the care 
of God who gave it and the body is left 
alone in the dust, and has no life, but 
molders into earth; so is faith or belief· 
without works or obedience. Then ye 
who are convinced that the gospel is re
stored in these last days, ask God to help 
you to bear the cross, and obey the gos
pel while you can believe, for the time 
is short, the set time to favor Zion is 
now, the short work will soon be accom
plished else no flesh be saved, for Satan 
knowing that he must soon be bound is 
exerting his utmost power to the extent 
of his limits. And the privileged time· 
of the Gentiles will soon be closed, and. 
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Israel will be gathered from the islands I once became calmly, peacefully, content
and from the coasts of the earth. And edly indifferent-absolutely, adamant
they who obey and prove faithful will , inely indifferent. Consequently the clos
ere long have a home in Zion, an inher- ing weeks Qf that memorable visit melted 
itance to possess, not only now but away as pleasantly as a dream, they were 
through the millenial reign, and in eter- so freighted, for me, with tranquil satis
nity forever. Only a few years at the faction. I could not have enjoyed my 
most will roll away before the Saints as pet vice more if my gentle tormentor had 
well as the Jews will be gathering home been a smoker herself, and an advocate 
and they will be the only people on the of the practice. Well, the sighL of her 
earth who will not be at war one with handwriting reminded me that I was 
<mother, and there will be no curse on getting very hungry to see her again. I 
this land when the Lord comes, and easily guessed what I should find in her 
"when the Lord shall build up Zion, He letter. I opened it. Good! just as I 
shall appear in His glory."-Ps.102. expected; she was coming! Coming 

W. C. L. this very day, too, and by the morning 
___ .._._ train. I might expect her ariy moment. 

A Conscience J'l.ihn·dm·ed. I said to myself, "I am thoroughly 
happy and content now. If my most 

I was feeling blithe, almost jocund. I ·pitiless enemy could appear before me at 
put ~t match to my cigar, and just then this moment, I could freely right any 
the morning's mail was handed in. The wrong I may have done him." 
:first superscription I glanced at was in a 
handwriting that sent a thrill of pleasure St,raightway the door opened, and a 
through and through me. It was aunt shrivelled, shabby dwarf entered. He 
:Jfary's; and she w~:s the person I loved was not more than two feet high. He 
and honored most in all the world, out- seemed to be about forty years old. Ev
sid.e of my own household. She had ery feature and every inch of him was 
been my boyhood's idol,; maturity, which a trifle out of shape; and so, while one 
is fatal to so many enchantments, had not could not put his finger upon any partic
been able to dislodge her from her ped- ular part and say, "This is a conspicuous 

v ' ' D "t "t' • t . d h estal; no, it had only justified her right ae. orr:i1 y, ne spec.a or perce1>;e t at 
to be there, and placed her dethronement this httle person was a aeform1ty as a 
permanently among the. impossibilities, j w.hole-a.vague, g~ner~l, evenly blended, 
To show how strong her influence over ~1ceJradJUSte~ det~rm1ty. . There ;vas a 
me was, I will observe that Jong after 1ox-lll>:~ cunmng ll~ t~e face aua the 
everybody else's "do-stop-smoking" had shai;p little eyes, an_u, a1~0 al~rti:ess and 
ceased to affect me in the slightest de- rnah~e. And yet, thrn vile b1t of human 
gree, aunt :M:ary could still stir my torpid rubb:s~ seemed to bear a sort of remote 
conscience into faint signs of life when and il1-defined r?sem?Jance to me! It 
she touched upon the matter. But all was duly perceptible rn the mean form, 
things have their limit in this world. A the countenance, and even the clothes, 
happy day came at last, when even aunt gestures, manner and atti~udes of t!ie 
]Iary's words could no longer move me. creature. He was a far-fetched, drm 
I was not merely glad to see that day su~gestion of a ~url~sque upon m~, a 
arrive· I was more than o-lad-I was caricature of me rn little. One thrng 
gratef~l; for when its sun bhad set, the about him st.ruck me forcibly and most 
one alloy that was able to mar my enjoy- u~pleasantly: he "':as covered all over 
ment of my aunt's society was gone. The with ~ fuzzy, greenish m?ld, such as one 
remainder of her stay with us that winter somet~mes sees upon _mildewed bread. 
was in every way a delight. Of course she The sight was nauseatmg. 
pleaded with me just as earnestly as ever, He stepped along with a chipper air, 
after that blessed day to quit my perni- and flung himself into a doll's chair in a 
cious habit, but to no purpose whatever; very free and easy way, without waiting 
the moment she opened the subject I at to be asked. He tossed his hat into the 
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waste basket. He picked up my old I "Vv ell, I know. It isn't any matter 
chalk pipe from the floor, gave the stem how I know." 
a wine or two on his knee, filled the bowl "Very well. Suppose I dicl turn a 
fron{ the tobacco-box at his side, and tramp away from my door-what of it?" 
said to me in a tone of pert command: "Oh, nothing: nothing in particular. 

"Gimme a match !" Only you lied to him." 
I blushed to the roots of my hair; "I didn't! That is, I-" 

partly with indignation, but mainly be- "Yes, but you did; you lied to him." 
cause it somehow seemed to me that this I felt a guilty pang-in truth I had 
whole performance was very like an ex- felt it fort.y times before that tramp had 
aggeration of conduct which I myself had traveled a block from my door-but still 
sometimes been guilty of in my inter- I resolved to make a show of being 
course with familiar friends-but never, slandered, so I said: 
never with strangers, I observed to my- "This is a baseless impertinence. I 
self. I wanted to kick the pigmy into said to the tramp-" 
the fire, but some incomprehensible sense "There-wait. You were about to lie 
of being legally and legitimately under again. I know what you said to him. 
his authority forced me to obey his· order. You said the cook was gone down town 
He applied the match to his pipe, took and there was nothing left from break
a contemplative whiff or two, and re- fast. Two lies. You knew the cook was 
marked in an irritatingly familiar way: behind the door and plenty of provisions 

"Seems to me it.'s mighty odd weather behind her." 
for J;his time of year." This astonishing accuracy silenced me; 

I flushed az,ain, and in anger and hn- and it filled me with wondering specula
milliation as before; for the language tions, too, as to how this cub could have 
was 'hardly an exaggeration of some that got his information. Of course he could 
I have uttered in my day, and moreover have culled the conversation from the 
was delivered in a tone of voice and with tramp, but by what sort of magic had he 
an exasperating drawl that had the contrived to fincl out about the concealed 
seeming of a deliberate travesty of my cook? Now the dwarf spoke again: 
style. Now there is nothing I am quite "It was rnther pitiful, rather small, in 
so sensitive about as a mocking imita- you to refose to read that poor young 
tion of my drawling infirmity of speech. woman's manuscript the other day, and 
I spoke up sharply and said: give her an opinion of its literary value; 

"1,ook here, you miserable ash-cat! and she had come so far, too, and so hope
You will have to give a little more at- folly. Now wasn't it?" 
tention to your manners, or I will throw I felt like a cur ! I had felt so every 
you out of the window l" time the thing had recurred to my mind, 

The manikin smiled a smile of ma- I may as well confess. I flushed hotly, 
licious content and security, puffed a and said: 
whiff of smoke contemptously toward me, "Look here, have you nothing better 
and said, with a still more elaborate to do than prowl around prying into 
drawl: other people's business? Did that girl 

"Come-go gently now; don't put on tell you that?" 
too many airs with your betters." 

This cool snub rasped me all over, but "Never mind whether she did or not. 
it seemed to subjugate me, too, for a mo- The main thing is, you did that con
ment. The pigmy contemplated me a temptible thing. And you felt ashamed 
while with his weasel eyes, and then said, of it afterward. Ahal you feel ashamed 

of it now!" in a peculiarly sneering way: 
"You turned a tramp away from your This with a sort of malicious glee. 

door this morning.'' '\Vith fiery earnestness I responded : 
I said, crustily : "l told that girl, in the kindest, gen-
"Perhaps I did, perhaps I didn't. How tlest way, that I could not consent to 

do you know?" deliver judgment upon any one's manu-
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script, because an individual's verdict elty he recalled to mind, item by item, 
was worthless. It might under-rate a wrongs and unkindnesses I had inflicted 
work of high merit and lose it to the· and humiliations I had put upon friends 
world, or it might over-rate a trashy pro- since dead, "who died thinking of those 
(luction and so open the way for its in- injuries, may be, and grieving over them," 
:fliction upon th.e world. I said that the he added, by way of poison to the stab, 
great public was the only tribunal com- "For instance," said he, "take the case 
petent to sit in judgment upon a literary of your younger brother, when you two 
effort, and therefore it must be best to were boys together, many a long year 
lay it before that tribunal in the outset, ago. He always lovingly trusted in you 
since, in the end, it must stand or fall with a fidelity that your manifold treacb
by that mighty court's decision anyway." eries were not able to shake. He fol-

"Yes, you said all that. So you did, lowed you about like :;, dog, content to 
you juggling, small-souled shuffler! Anq suffer wrong and abuse if he might only 
yet, when the happy hopefulness faded be with you; patien1; under these injur
out of that poor girl's face, when you ies so long as it was your hand that in
saw her furtively slip beneath her shawl flicted them. The latest picture you 
the scroll she had so patiently and hon- have of him in health and strength must 
estly scribbled at-so ashamed of her be such a comfort to you! You pledged 
darling now, so proud of it before-when your honor that if he woi1ld let you blind
you saw the gladness go out of her eyes fold him no harm should come to him; 
and the tears come there, when she crept and then, giggling and choking over the 
away so humbly who had come so·-" . rare fun of the joke, you le<]. him to v . 

.. "1' , 1 1 ni· brook thinly glazed with ice, and nushed "\y,., peace; peace, peace. n 1ster • 
your merciless tongue. haven't all these him in; and how you did laugh! Man, 
thoughts tortured Gm~ enough, without you will never forget the gentle re-

look he ,,.ave as he struixgled 
yow· coming here to fetch them bwk "' '" 
again?" out, i£. you live a thousand 

Remorse ! remorse ! It seemed to me 
that it would eat the very heart out of 
me ! And yet that sn~all fiend only sat 
there leering at me with joy and con
tempt, and placidly chuckling. Prrnent
ly he began to speak again. }'Jvery sen
tence was an accusation, every accusa
tion a truth, every clause was freighted 
with sarcasm and derisio·n, every slow
dropping word burned like vitrol. The 
dwarf reminded me of times when I had 
±lown at my children in anger and pun
ished them for faults which a little inquiry 
would have taught me that others, and 
not they had committed. He reminded 
me of how I had disloyally allowed old 
friends to be traduced in my hearing, 
and been too craven to utter a word in 
their defense. He reminded me of many 
dishonest things which I had done; of 
many which I had procured to be done 
by children and other irresponsible per
sons; of some which I had planned, 
thought upon and longed to do, and been 
kept from the performance by fear qf 
consequences only. With exquisite cru-

! you see it now, you see it 

I 11ave seen it n million 
ar,cl shall see it a million more ! and may 
you rot away piecemeal, and suffer till 
doomsday what I suffer now, for bringing 
it back to me again!" · 

The dwarf chuckled contentedly, and 
went on with his accusing history of my 
career. I dropped into a moody, venge
ful state, and suffered in silence under 
the merciless lash. At last this remark 
of his gavE: me a sudden rouse : 

"'l1wo months ago, on Tuesday, you 
woke up, way in the night, and fell to 
thinking, with shame, about a peculiar
ly mean and pitiful act of yours toward 
a poor, ignorant Indian in the wilds of 
the Itocky Mountains in the winter of 
eighteen hundred and--" 

"Stop a moment, devil! Stop! Do 
you mean to tell me that even my verv 
tlwiights are not hidden from you·?,, " 

"it seems to look like that. Didn't 
you think the thoughts I have just men
tioned?" 
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"If I didn't, I wish I may never 
breathe again! Look here, friend-look 
me in the eye. vVho are you?" 

"Well, who do you think?" 
"I think you are Satan himself. I 

think you are the devil." . 
"No." 
"No? Then who can you be?" 
"\V ould you really like to know?" 
"Indeed I would." 
"vV ell, I am your Conscience!" 
In an instant I was in a blaze of joy 

and exultation. I sprang at the creature, 
roaring-

" Curse you, I have wished a hundred 
million times that you were tangible, and 
that I could get my hands on your throat 
once l Oh, but I will wreak a deadly 
vengeance on"-

Folly ! J~ightning does not move more 
quickly than my Conscience did ! He 
darted aloft so suddenly that in the mo-

. ment my fingers clutched the empty air 
he was already perched on the top of the 
high book.case, with his thumb at his 
nose in token of derision. I flung the 
poker at him and missed. I fired the 
boot-jack. In blind rage I :flew from 
place to place, and snatched and hurled 
any miEsi!e that came handy; the storm 
of books, inkstands and chunks of coal 
gloomed the air and beat about tho man
ikin's perch relentlessly, bi1t ail to no 
purpose the nimble figure dodged every 
shot not only that, but burst into 

of sarca~tic and triumphant 
as I sat down ex ha us ted. While 

I puffed and gasped with fatigue and 
excitement, my Conscience talked to this 
<.lffoct.: 

"l\Iy good slave, you are curiously wit
less-no, I mean characteristically so. 
In truth, you are always consistent, al
ways yourself, always an ass. Otherwise 
it must have occurred to you that if you 
attempt this murder with a sad heart 
and heavy c:mscience, I would droop 
under the burdening influence instantly. 
:b'ool, I should have weighed a ton, and 
could not have budged from the floor; 
but instead, you are so cheerfully anxious 
to kill me that your conscience is light 
as a feather; hence I am way up here 
out of your reach, I can almost respect 

a mere ordinary sort of a fool ; but you 
. -pah !" 

I would have given anything, then, to 
be heavy hearted, so that I could get 
this person down from there and take his 
life, but I could no more be heavy-hearted 
over such a desire than I could have sor
rowed over its accomplishment. So I 
could only look longingly up at my mas
ter, and rave at the ill-luck that denied 
me a heavy conscience, the one only time 
that I ever wanted such a thing in my 
life. By and by I got to musing over 
the hour's strange adventure, and of 
course my human curiosity began to work. 
I Bet myself to framing in my mind some 
questions for this fiend to answer. Just 
then one of my boys entered, leaving the 
door open behind him and exclaimed : 

''My! what has been- going on here! 
The book-case is all one riddle of---" 

I sprang up in consternation, and 
shouted: · 

"Out of this! Harry! Jump ! Fly! 
Shut the door! Quick, or my Conscience 
will get away !" 

The door slammed to, and I locked it. 
I glanced up and was grateful to the 
bottom of my heart, to see that my owner 
was still my prisoner. I said: 

"Hang you, I might have lost you! 
Children are the heedlessest creatures. 
But look here, friend, the boy did not 
seem to notice you at all; how is that?" 

"For a very good reason. I am invis
ible to all but you." 

I made mental note of that piece of 
information with a good deal of satisfac
tion. I could kill this miscreant now, if 
I got a chance, and no one would know it. 
But the very reflection made me so light
hearted that mv Conscience could hardly 
keep his seat, ·but was like to float aloft 
toward the ceiling like a toy balloon. I 
said presently: 

"Come, my Conscience, let us be 
friendly. Let us fly a flag of truce for a 
while. I am suffering to ask you some 
questions." 

"Very well. Begin." 
"Well, then, in the first place, why 

were you never visible to me before ?" 
"Because you never asked to see me 

before; that is, you never asked in the 
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right spirit and the proper form be- ' "1Iy lad, there was never so pleased a 
fore. You were just in the right spirit conscience in this world as I was when 
this time, and when you called for your you made me visible. It gives me an 
most pitiless enemy I was that person inconceivable advantage. .LVow, I can 
by a very large majority, though you did look you straight in the eye, and call you 
not suspect it." names, and leer at you, jeer at you, sneer 

"\Vell did that remark of mine turn at you; and vou know what eloquence 
you into 'flesh and blood?" / there is in visible gesture and expression, 

"No. It only made me visible to you. more especia!Jy when the effect is height
I am unsubstantial, just as other spirits I ened by audible speech. I shall always 
are." address you henceforth in your o-w-n 

This remark probed me with a sharp s-n-i-v-e-1-i-n-g d-r-a-w-1-baby !" 
misgiving. If he was unsubstantial, how I let. fly the coal-hod. No result. My 
was I going to kill him? But I dis- lord sa1d-
sembled, and said persuasively: "Come, come! Remember the flag of 

"Conscience, it isn't sociable of you to trruce !" 
keep at such a distance. Come down "Ah i;r forgot that. I will try to be civil; 
and take another smoke." and you try it, too, fora novelty. The idea 

This was answered with a look that was of a civil conscience l It is a good joke; 
foll of derision, and with this observation an excellent joke. All the consciences 1 
added: have ever heard of were nagging, badger

" Come where you can get at me and ing, fault.finding, execrable savages! 
kill me? The invitation is declined with Yes, and always in a sweat about. some 
thanks." poor little insignificant trifle or other-

"All right," said I to myself.; "so it destruction catch the lot of them, 1 say! 
seems a spirit can be killed after all_; I would trade mine for the small-pox and 
there will be one spirit lacking in this seven kinds of consumption, and be glad 
world, presently, or I lose my guess." ot the chance. Now tell me, why is it 
Then I said aloud- that a conscience can't haul a man over 

"Friend"-- the poals once for an offense, and then 
"There j wait a bit. I am not your ·let him alone? Why is it that it wants 

friend, I am your enemy; I am not your to keep on pegging at him, day and night 
equal, I am your master. Call me 'my and night and day, week in and week out, 
lord,' if you please. You are too familiar." forever and ever about the same old 

"I don't like such titles. I am willinoo thing? There is no sense in that, and 
to call you sir. That is as far as"- '° no reason in it. I think a conscience 

"We will have no argument a bout this. ·that will act like that is meaner than the 
Just obey; that's all. Go on with your very dirt itself." 
chatter." · "Well, we like it; that suffices." 

"Very well, my lord-since nothing "Do you do it with an honest int,ent 
but my lord will suit you-I was going to improve a man?" 
to ask you how long you will be visible "That question produced a sarcastic 
to me?" smile and this reply; 

"Always!" "No, sir. Excuse me. vVe do it 
I broke out with strong indignation; simply because it is 'business.' It is our 

"This is simply an outrctge. This is what I trade. The purpose. of it i's to improve 
I think of it. You have dogged, and the man, but we are merely disinterested 
dogged, and do_rnecl me, all the days of agents. We are appointed by authority, 
my life, invisible. That was misery and haven't anything to say in the mat
enough; now to have such a looking ter. We obey orders and leave the con
thing as you tagging after me like anoth- sequences where they belong. But I 
er shadow all the rest of my days is an am willing to admit this much : we do 
intolerable prospect. Y ru have my opin- crowd the orders a trifle when we get a 
ion, my lord, make the most of it." chance,whichismostofthetime. vVeare 
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my benediction ; and I wish you may 
Jive as long as I do, if you didn't make 
me smart all night again because I didn't 
kill him. Is there any way of satisfying 
that malignant invention which is called 
a conscience?" 

"Ha, ha! this is luxury ! Go on !" 
Concludecl in our next. 

instructed to remind a man a few times 
of an error; and I don't mind acknowl
edging that we try to give pretty good 
measure. And when we get hold of a 
man of a peculiarly sensitive nature, oh, 
how we do haze him ! I have known 
consciences to come all the way from 
China and Russia to see a person of that 
kind put through his paces on a special 
occasion. 'Why, I knew a man of that 'l'hou~ll!t§ on l/Ii!'lsions. 
sort who had accidentally crippled a nm- Dear Ifcra.Zd:-A few thoughts are. 
latto baby; the news went abroad, and I suggested to me as to why so few elders 
wish you may never commit anothel' sin are in the field. There. may be various 
if the consciences didn't flock from all other rea~ons; but one ~s that they are 
over the earth to enjoy tbe fun and help gr~atly d1sco1.1r~~ed ofttimes; ~hey (t?~ 
his master exercise him. That man elaers) feel timid, and, to help it on, dn
walked the floor in tort.urefor forty-eight 

1 
ferent on.es will tell them tha,t they are 

ho,.1rs without ea tin"' or sleepirw and not quahfied to preach; consequently, 
c , C) '" h ·11 h ' then l:ilew his brains out. The child was t ey w1 content t emse1ves at home 

perfectly well again in three weeks." with the thought that they are not able 
to do any thing for the building up of 

"Well, you are a precious crew, r;ot to God's kingdom upon the earth; but the 
put it too strong. I think I begin to greatest discouragement they meet with 
see now why you have always been a is from those of their own household, 
trifle inconsistent with me. In your even their companions in life who per
anxiety to get all the juice you can out suade them that they are not eloquent 
of a sin, you make a man repent of it in enough; and even tell them that they 
three or four different ways. For in- were not called of God to preach. '\Ve 
stane, you found fault with me for lying ofttimes forget that every one is not qual
to that tramp, and I suffered for .t!rnt. I ified alike; to one is given one talent, 
But it was only yesterday that I told a to another two, and to some ten talents; 
tramp the square truth, to wit, that, it but God is not going to excuse one more 
being regarded as bad citizenze~ship. to than the other; for he has given talents 
encourage v~.grancy, I would give hun to different ones with the expectation 
nothing. What did you do then?: Why, that they will improve on them and gain 
you made me say to myself, 'Ah, it would other talents; and from those who will 
have been so much kinder and more. hide their talent, God will take it from 
blameless to ease him off with a little them and give it to those who have 
white lie, and send him away feeling that improved on theirs .. "But," says one sis
if he could not have bread, the gentle ter, "If my husband was as well quali
treat,ment was at least something to_ be fied to preach as Br. Blair, or Br. Mark, 
grateful fo1· !' Well, I suffered all day and a host of others I might mention, I 
about that. Three days before I had fed would be perfectly willing to encourage 
a tramp, and fed him freely, supposing him to thrust in his sickle and do all the 
it to be a virtuous act. Straight off you good he could; but as it is, I am not 
said, '0 false citizen to have fed a tramp!' going to. havo my husband set himself 
and I suffered as usual. I gave a tramp up as a target for others to shoot fun at 
work; you objected to it-q/te1· the con- and make sport of." Perhaps we have 
tract was made, of course; you never forgotten that God chose the weak things 
speak up beforehand. Next I of' this world to confound the mighty. 
tramp work; you objected to that. Jesus chose the poor fishermen of Gali-
I proposed to kill a tramp; you kept me lee to do his mighty work upon the 
awake all night, oozing remorse at every earth, in first establishing the gospel. 
pore. Sure I was going to be right this He also, chose a poor illiterate youth of 
time, I sent the 11e4t tramp away with the nineteenth century to reorganize his 
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church. ·were his plans frustrated? lVhat Is .lhd'ideHty 1 
You will answer in the negative. Then Editors of the Herald :-I have read 
it makes no difference how illiterate our with-not amazement exactly, an article 
husbands may be, they can do some- in the Hcmld of l\Iarch 15th, 187G, and 

'thing; and if we will only encourage also one in the Hemld of April 15th. 
them they will be able to do a great The former article was under the head
deal. There are many sisters who are ing, "Is it Infidelity?" ~he latter was 
will in er to do a great deal in assistfog written as a" Protest" a£Carnst the former. 
other ~lders to preach by giving them The question arises in i'r;y mind like this, 
means, an cl perhaps those elders at one What is Infidelity? That there is more 
time were no better qu::ilified to do the than one form of Infideiity in the world 
work of the Lord than the husbands of to-day, will, I think, be admitted by all 
those sisters. the readers of the Herald. 

Again we ought to think of the many We will first ask the question, What 
privations that many of the sisters have is "Fidelity?" 
to endure, and yet they bear it patiently. 'IV ebster says it is, "Faithfulness : ad
·w e ou()"ht to be willing to sacrifice a lit- herance to right; careful and exact 
tle. It is very nice to have fine man- observance of duty, or discharge of ob
sioris, .and everything the heart desires, I ligations." Here we leari:i, according to 
and above all things, the society of our Webster, what fidelity is. 
companions; but, alas! how many pre- A man may have certain duties to 
cioi:::s soul~ are yerbhi~g for the bread perform, domestic or otherwise, and if 
of hfe, whrnh might be imparted to them he is not faithful in the discharge of those 
through our instrumentality, by a word duties he becomes unfaithful-infidel to 
of. encouragement, and :v~o otherwise, those things. A person who enters into 
might never have the pnv1lege of hear- a muria2·e contract may prove unfaithful 
ing. God will help those that help to the v~w he has taken, and become in
themselves. . fidel, as far as that one thing is con-

J know the sisters are not called to cerned. 
preach the gospel, nevertheless we were As a Latter Day Saint, I am, in many 
given to the m~n .for a helpnrnte, and we things or ways, an infidel. I can not 
ought to be willing to <lo ~ll we can. accept of the theories advanced by the 
How many calls do we see tlmmgh the so-called orthodox world; I can not be
columns of the "Come and Jieve that they are true; I am to them 
preach for us." But tho harvest being an infidel. I can not beiieve Catholi-
great and "the laborers so there are cism; I am to the Catholic au infidel. 

great many places Dear I can not accept many of the theories 
sisters, let each and every one of us throw advanced by the Scientists to-day; I am 
in our ,li_ttle mite a~d do all we .can and in that respect a~ infidel:,. The doctrine 
God w~ll bless us ~u; w~ are satrnfi~d. advocated by Brigham Young I can not 

Agam let us thrnK or our dear Rrnters accept nor endorse as heaven-born-as 
Rodger, E. Smith, and others that I true . 'r am to them an infidel. I can 
might mention, who h~ve sacri_ficed so not a~cept or endorse Spiritualism;_ I a~ 
much; yes, who have given their all, as in the true sense of the word, an mfide! 
we might say, for the spread of the truth; to the Spiritualistic faith and doctrines. 
let us think, we are no better than they To the men that sell and manufacture 
are and when those words "1Nell done liquor and believe in themselves that it 
thou good and faithful servant, enter in- is right, I, not believing it right, am to 
to the joy of thy Lord" are pronounced them an infidel. in that particular thing. 
we will be enabled .to rejoice, to. think '"Well," says''some one, "we kno;:~ all 
that we have. be1e~ rnstr.i:men~al rn ~he that, bu~ we are talking of .the l>Ible 
hand of God m aorng a Httle rn helprng doctrines." Very well, we will also. 
others to do good. Your sister in Christ, Traughber says, in Herald of March 

:11,I. J. WARNKY. 15, that he can not endorse, or "believe Hutchinson, Col., l.Iay 11th, 1S7G. 
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in the binding force of the authority "of 
any dispensation founded exclusively on 
the doubtful question of Bible validity;" 
because he can not "endorse those bloody 
stories related of the Bible prophets and 
patriarchs, and attributed to God;" and 
also that they "can not be endorsed or 
sanctioned or authorized of God." 

Let me ask Traughber if the divine 
authority of the Bible rests upon the 
testimony or works or deeds of man? 
Does he count the narratives related in 
the Bible of such deeds, as scripture? 
Or would he have us call it scripture? 
Is there not a difference between scrip
ture and history? What is scripture? 
ls it a record of the deeds or works of 
man or of God? Or is it something 
that has been spoken by men of God
inspired men of God? The apostle 
Peter says: 

"Knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
the scripture is of any private interpreta
tion." "For the prophecy [not narratives] 
came not in old time by the will of man : 
but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost." 

Adam down until to-day, the blessed 
words "He that believeth and is bap
tized shall be saved, and he that belfev
eth not shall be condemned," remain 
just the same as they· ever did; the sen
timent is just the same; the one who 
expressed the words is just the same, 
and it rests with man to accept or re
fuse. It does not make any difference 
to me if a I,atter Day Saint uttered one 
hundred false prophecies; it would not 
tell me there never could be a true one 
uttered; neither would I, always, attri
bute a false prophecy to an evil influ
ence; for a person might prophecy, and 
what was uttered, be of the mind of the 
person speaking, and by his or her zeal
ousness he or she have thought they had 
the spirit. Here then is "zeal without 
knowledge" manifested; more discretion 
is needed in the matter. Do not re
nounce the outward manifestations of' 
the gifts, simply because a brother or 
sister has acted imprudently. The truth
fulness of the Latter Day Work does 
not rest upon the outward manifestations 
of the gifts. It rests in thE) power of 
God, and it can be displayed in the 
church by other means and other ways 
than in prophecy or tongues. Wisdom 
is a gift much needed; which gift I 
think I.1. L. Traughber Jr. needs now, 
or did need, and also an abiding witness 
of the Spirit of God. 

Again Paul says, "All scripture gi·ren 
by inspiration (of God) is good for in
struction," etc.-2 Peter 1 : 20, 21; 2 
Timothy 3 : Hi. I assert that the nar
ratives related in the Bible do not claim 
to be any part of scripture. History is 
one thing and scripture another, alto
gether. Who called all the Bible scrip-
ture? Answer, rnan. Not those who have been si:mply bap-

And another thing; the validity or tized and confirmed members of the 
truthfulness of the IJatter Day \Vork is church alld received of the Spirit in the 
not built upon "bloody stories," nor up- beginning will stand to the end; but 
on any man's deeds, either; and the di- those who continue to receive of the 
vine authenticity of the scriptures d.oes Spirit from day to day, knowing oftheii
not rest upon man's acts, or even acts acceptance with God. 
committed by man attributed to God. The validity of the Bible is not found
Man's deeds cannot change the gospel ed upon man's assertions or "says so," 
of Christ Its divine authority is un- I but upon a testimony of' the Spirit of 
moved by man, let him do what he will. I God. God is the same yesterday, to-day 
If God's work-its truthfulness, its sav- and forever. The God of many of the 
ing power, was to be founded according historical narratives of the Old 'l'esta
to man's acts, I would say "Good bye ment, is diverse in my opinion from the 
world." It dont make any difference God of prophecy, and the God of the 
what men believe or disbelieve, or what New Testament. One is war, bloodshed 
they endorse or renounce, the principle and tyranny, the other (N. T.) of love, 
by which man is to be saved remains compassion, &c. And the same Jesus of 
the same. Although Bible and God in-1 the New Testament said that he gave 
fidelity, has raged since the days of Moses the law and governed the Israel-
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itish Church. Were all the command
ments they received, and all the deeds 
committed by· them and others, prompt
ed and given by the same Christ who 
in the New Testament declared himself 
for peace? Let Bro. Robinson answer. 
Has he changed in character since then? 

I admit that the destructions being 
had to-day by earthquakes, etc., are by 
the powers of God; but are diverse from 
olden time acts. Although I admit this 
much of the above, yet it is no reason 
why a man should renounce the Bible, 
or doctrine of Christ; and I further as
sert that no man will ever be justified 
in the sight of God for so doing. Our 
salvation does not rest upon the works 
of man, nor the wisdom of man; but in 
the power of God, and this by obedience 
to law of the gospel of Christ. Contra
dictions that may occur in the Bible are 
not the doings of God, but of men. I 
am for truth and right. Am I an infi
del? And what is infidelity? 

J. F. McDowELL. 

Cannot Christ Cast Out Devils 
To-Day? 

Rather singular question for a Bible 
beiiever to ask; nevertheless it might 
be a query on the part of some, why it 
is that so very selgom it happens that 
such a miracle is known in christendom. 
But when we look into the history of 
gone-by days, we find that centuries be
fore Christ came into thi13 world, there 
was a time when God had a prophet liv
ing on the earth through whom miracles 
were wrought, even to the raising of the 
dead. But why, and wherefore, was 
then the marvel. 

The Savior when here spoke of that 
time, and assigned the cause. He said 
there were many widows in Israel in the 
days of Elijah, but unto none of them 
was Elijah sent. Nevertheless in Serep
ta, a city of Zidonia, the Lord wrought 
a miracle by the hand of l<Jlijah. Now 
why was it? . The only reason can be 

. given is, that there was at that time 
more true and living fait.h outside of the 
nominal Israel, or nominal church, than 
inside of it. Elijah was almost univer-

. sally rejected. But that widow in Ser-

epta recognized him as God's prophet, 
and kindly treated him as such; and 
this was the reason why she was so 
highly favored of the I,ord. It is so in 
every generation. When the Lord sent 
out his chosen ministers to do business 
in his name, he gave them power over 
unclean spirits and to do miracles in his 
name; at the same time saying unto 
them, "He that rejecteth you, rejecteth 
me." 

Now will any reasonable person won
der why it is that Jesus Christ does not 
cast out devils in that day, whatever day 
it may be, when and·where the people 
kill the prophets and deny the power of 
miracles? · 

If the Master, when here in person, 
could not do many mighty works, be
cause of "their" unbelief, why should he 
do it to-day? If there has been a peri
od of time since the flood in which but 
little faith was found on the earth, this 
is that period. 

Of course there are many kinds of 
beliefs in the world; but of the faith 
that was first delivered to the Saints, we 
discover very little of such fruits as the 
early Saints manifested. 

If only a little, even as a grain of mus
tard seed, it would remove mountains. 
Before that Peter undertook to heal the 
impotent man he first saw that he had 
faith to be healed. He then said to 
him, "Look on us." If there be now 
no faith to be healed, how could God or 
man heal without it? If a man doubts 
of ~he power of Christ to cast out devils, 
it 1s not possible for him to hope in 
Christ. The J~ord works by human 
agency. Those who look for miracles to 
be wrought, or for devils to be cast out, 
without any human agency employed 
in the matter, will look for a new thrng 
under the sun. And beside this, even 
the devils themselves know the men who 
hold authority from God to cast them 
out. And once they said to a man who 
had assumed the honor and power to 
act in the name of Jesus, over one pos
sessed, abjuring him to come out of the 
man, the evil spirit replied, "Jesus we 
know, and Paul we know, but who are 
ye." And instead of casting out the 
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devil, he got cast out of the house naked 
and wound6d. 

It is evident from the Scriptures that 
the devils know more of Jes us and of 
his ministry than most men now know 
of them. 

The 6arly ministry said of themselves, 
that "the world knoweth us not because 
it knew him not." ' 

It is now, and ever has been a most~ 
sad affa~r indeed, in every age, t'o reject 
the testimony of God, and sanction the 
murder of his prophets. What kind of 
miraculous healing should such a people 
look f?r? Destruction and death are 
on their track, and soon it will overtake 
them. For it is not a common thino· 
for a man, learned or unlearned, to stand 
up before the whole world, claiming the· 
honor of a prophet, seer, revelator and 
translator, with Urim and Thummim by 
the hand of an angel; when at the same 
time his fruits appear, and yet a farce. 

J. s. c. 

It is now as difficult, and no more so, 
to know who are the men that hold 
power from God to cast out devils than 
it was to know that Jesus Chri;t was 
the Son of God and the Savior of man
kind. But the Bible being true, "there 
is nothing impossible to him that be
lieveth ;" and "nothing impossible ·with 
God," save inconsistencies. Evil §peak.in~-. 

Bufin answering the question, wheth- Dear Herald:-The heading of this· 
er or not "Christ can to-day" do so, as small article is to my mind one of the 
he once ?id, I would simply say, that worst, if not the worst evil that exists 
a~l that is needful would be, that like among mankind. And when people 
crrcumstane<?s should exist. This idea, have nothing else to talk about but to 
when properly understood, will unfold speak evil of their fellow man they had 
the .whole mystery. '"Without the holy better bethink themselves of how much 
priesthood, and the ordinances thereof e".il and how little real good the result 
the power of godliness is not manifest will bring; and in place of so speaking, 
to men in the flesh." I take some good book, if there is no· 
. This revelation of Jesus Christ through necessary work to do, and read. I have 
the martyred prophet, J. Smith, Jr., ~nown of considerable harm being done· 
·?a~ cleared up the grand mystery, why rn some localities arising from this un
it is that all christendom have so long necessary and uncalled for kind of talk. 
held on to some one "form of godliness" 'Will people never learn to mind their 
or other, while Roman Catholics and own business; and if they cannot speak, 
Protest~nts ~re agreed as to the power well ofone, to hold their peace? But they 
con~rmrng _it unto the apostolic age; will whisper it around, for fear that the 
until now srnce the rejection of God's one that ought to know it will hear it· 
testimony, and the mu~der of his proph- and if they can do no better, they will· 
ets, the bold and infidel question it pro- say to some confidential sister or broth
pounded, which casts a doubt upon the ei:,_ (if in the brotherhood), "I do not 
acknowledged fact, so long and so uni- thrnk such a one is living just right, 
versally acceded unto, by al! Bible be- I 'Yould not do so by any means. No,. 
lievers, whether Christ himself can do indeed! You must not tell any one, 
to-day as he did yesterday, or in gone but such an one told me, that such an 
by days. one told them, that such an one told· 

Is it not clear to every unprejudiced them, that such a brother cheated such. 
and unbiased mind, that if certain cir- a one." Or again, such an one tells a 
cumstances rendered it impossible for scandalous story about such a brother,. 
Christ to do many marvellous works or sister, &c., &c. So it runs. 
when here in the flesh, when and where Now Latter Day Saints are not all 
there was so much unbelief in his pow- perfect, though they believe in arriving 
er and mission, that if a similar or worse at a state of perfection through the 
state of unbelief now exists, why not ~race of God; but when the evil grow
the consequences prove somewhat simi- mg out of such kind of talk is so easily 
lar. perceived, it would seem that they( 
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·should cease their evil speaking one of I each other's good instead of trying to 
another. Collosians 4: 6, "Let your destroy each other's character. If one 
si:eech be always with grace, seasoned is in a fault go to them, in the spirit of 
with salt, that ye may know how ye Christ, and tell them of their error in 
-0ught to answer every man." Mark 9 : place of helpinO' to shove them over-
50, "Salt is good; but if the salt have board. Thessal~nians 4: 9: 
lost his saltness, wherewith will ye "But as touching brotherly love, ye need 
season it? Have salt in yourselves, and not that I write unto you; for ye yourselves 
have peace one with another." are taught of God to love one another." 

It pains me when thoBe professing to Last portion of next verse, ''But we 
be Latter Day Saints are continually beseech you, brethren, that ye increase 
talking about this brother or that sister, more and more." llv.-"And that ye 
fearing they are not just right, and be- study to be quiet, and to do your own 
ing plump full of wisdom, will tell some business." "Judge not that ye be not 
one privily their fears in such a way, as judged; for with what judgment ye 

.to warrant No. 2 in believing that it is judge ye shall be judged; and with 
all true, and imagine a great deal more. what measure ye mete, jt shall be meas
_N ow we are all more or less tinctured ured to you again." 
with receiving too much; but I am And again; John. 7 : 24, Judge not 
writing directly to those who tattle so according to appearance; but judge 
much. Let us not be deceived, "evil righteous judgment. 
communications corrupt good manners." Let us all strive to lay aside the sins 
'Psalms 34 : 13, "Keep thy tongue from that doth so easily beset us, that we may 
evil, and thy lips from speaking guile." become Saints indeed; and though we 
James 1: 26, "If any man [or woman] must suffer, "in patience possess ye your 
among you seem to be religious, and souls." If in meekness of heart we 
bridleth not his [or her] tongue, but de- bear. the chastening hand, then we are 
ceiveth his [or her] own heart, this the sons of God.'' Romans 8: 2, "For 
man's [or woman's] religion is vain." the law of the spirit of life in Christ 
James 3: 6, "And the tongue is a fire, Jesus hath made me free from the law 
a world of iniquity; so is the tongue of sin and death." 
among our members. That it defileth But i£ we are bound down to any of 

·the whole body, and setteth on fire the the enticements of the devil, we are not 
course of nature, and. it is set on fire of free. Galatians 3 : 27, "For as many of 
hell." you as have been baptized into Christ, 

To my mind among all the perils that have put on Christ." Leaving a plain 
Paul was in, the peril among false breth- inference, to my mind, that as many as 
ren was the worst. They who perhaps have not put on Christ, have not been 
had perceived the truth as it is in Christ baptized into Christ; though they may 

_,Jesus, were members of the kingdom of have a name in the kingdom, in the 
God's dear Son; in whom brotherly Church of Christ. So then every one 
love ought to have abounded; and to hath a work to do, not to live after the 
have that confidence broken by those flesh but the Spirit; which is the Spirit 
being false, was certainly trying· as in- of God, which alone will make us one 
deed it would be to a confidenti~lly dis- in Christ Jesus. Turn to John 1 : 12, 
pose_a. mind. ,John 13: 34, 35: J "~ut as many ~s recei:ed him, to then; 

".-\. new commandment I give unto yon gave he power to bevome t.he sons ~1 
that ye love one another, as I have loved God, even to them that believe on his 
you; that ye also love one another. By name." 
t~is sh~ll all men know that ye are my dis- But I fear I am intruding {so, pray
ciples, if ye have love one t.o another. Can ing that the wisdom and peace which 

, a m<>n love God and hate his brother." th f G d. b I l' 
T" . • I come rom o may e srae. s to en-
_..._ the love of God. is sh~d abroad rn joy, leading us all as by the right hand 

·our hearts, we certarnly will ~ove one in the way of truth that finally, with all 
another, and as much as possible seek the holy prophets and Saint> of old, we 
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may reJoice together in our Father's 
kingdom, I close, hoping that all those 
whom this jacket may fit, will put it on 
and wear it. A SUBSCRIBER. 

1Julv76. 
J:/fi?> Look :E-Iere.-A mark opposite this notice 
will inform subscribers that their time is out with 
the number thus marked, as many faU to notice the 
time on their label. Remittances are desired. 

Attention is called to the last page, where is given 
full instructions about how and to whom to send all 
money, orders, and business letters, as recently ad~ 
'Vised. 

JOSEPH S~IITH, ( . 
HENRY A. STEBBI~S, j .EDITORS. 

Plano, Ill., July 1, 1876. 

to have the Herald a weekly, and would 
willingly pay the difference in the cost, as 
he thinks it indispensible, and the more 
frequent the better. 

Bro. A. C. Inman, writing from Phelps 
City, Missouri, gives quite an account of 
his travels from Conference to Missouri. 
He lost or mislaid his license and could 
not prove his claim to the eldership at 
Gravois, when requested by the brethren 
there; the consequences of which were 
painful to him. Brethren traveling ought 
to know that local saints must have some 
assurance of who they represent themselves 
to be, or they are not to be blamed if they 
are mistrustful and are not so cordial as 
they otherwise might be. 

Br. R. M. Elvin wrote from Nebraska 
City, June 8th, that Br. Henry Kemp bap
tized one there on the 4th and Br. Forscutt 

BR. J. C. CLAPP sends us copies of the fol- one on the 5th. 
lowing papers from Calafornia: Daily Ex- Br. J. J. Vickery wrote from Wellsville, 
aminer, Commereictl Herald and 11farket Re- Missouri, June 10th, that he has been try
view, Californz'a Farmm', Evening Post, San ing tb lift up his voice in the Master's 
Francisco; Daily Democrat, Santa Rosa; cause, and hopes that he has done some 
Union, San Diego; Weekly Deltn, Visalia; good. He desires the prayers of faith in 
Daily Recorcl-lfnion, Sacramento; Tidal his behalf: 
·wave, Los Angelos; Times, San Bernar- We have .some fine pictures of the Nau
dino; Daillf .Appeal, Marysville, California; voo Temple on Sale. Size 18x26 inches. 
Northern Star, Snohomish, Wyoming Ter- Sent by mail, carefully packed, postage 
ritory; for all of which we e:s:tep.d thanks paid, for $1.25 each. 
to Br. Clapp. Do not order any more morocco gilt 

Br. James Crick, of Plano, favored us Harps at $2.25. We have no more. 
with the reading of The Birmingham (Eng.) Letter from Br. C. A. Davis, in the cor-
Daily Post, of Saturday, }fay 6th, in which respondence column. 
occurs a very favorable notice of the late Don't fail to send for the HERALD. 
conference of the Saints, held in Birming-
ham, for the Midland District, including QuERY.-Is it in keeping with the con
Stafford and the Potteries. The influence sistent duty of a Saint to partake the sac-
of the meeting is admitted to be good. rament with (so-called) sectarian churches. 

Br. 0. S. Goodin wrote from Greenup, ANSWER.-Wecertainlyshouldnotwish, 
Illinois, June 3d, that they ')re hungering or dare to partake of the sacramental em
for spiritual food, the bread from heaven, blems, with a body of believers that we 
and very much wish that an Elder would did not regard as the Church of Christ. 
come that way. He is in Cumberland We think that he who does fails to "dis
county, three. counties north of vVayne. cern the Lord's body" within the meaning 

Br. Arthur Leverton, of Both well, On- of the term, as used by the elders ancl quot.. 
tario, wrote J\Iay 31st: "The work is on- eel from the books. The partaking of the 
ward here, thank God for it" vVe also are sacrament is an ordinance to be observed 
glad to hear it, for the cause in Canada is within the church; and witnesses, besides 
of deep interest to us. I the commemoration of the Lord's death 

Br. J. F. Clemenson wrote from White and resurrection, the fact of fellowship 
Cloud, Kansas, June 3d, that he would like / with the Saints; that the hopes, faith and 
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prospects are the same; that the lot of one 
is the lot of all; that the one determination 
to live, bear and forbear, suffer and do for 
one common cause, marks all the members 
of one body; and it seems to us impractic
able to witness all these things in com
munion with a church, or churches which 
we do not consider as the church of Christ. 

The partaking of the Sacrament also an
nounces a belief in the presence of the 
Spirit with the band of believers who 
are worshiping, and the denial of the 
means whereby the Spirit is conferred, 
warrants us in being assured that that 
Spirit is not with so.called sectarian 
churches; this is to us sufficient reason, if 
there were no others, why Saints can not 
consistently with themselves and their pro
fession eat and drink of the emblems with 
unbelievers, so.called, sectarian churches. 

QwING to the close time for funds and the 
temporary press of work for a few weeks, 
we can not have the pamphlet, called the 
Forscutt and Shinn Discussion, ready on 
sale until early in July. It contains 194 
pages, and is the full text of both sides; 
and, as we think, an able argument, show
ing the trnth triumphant on both subjects. 
It should be in the hands of every saint, so 
that each may be fully posted on these im
portant doctrines. It will also be a :fine 
thing to circulate among your friends and 
neighb0rs. Price 50 cents in paper, cloth 
75 cents. 

Owing to the same causes the Book of 
Mormon will not be out until early in Au. 
gust; but your orders and money may be 
sent in at any time, and will be :filled as 
soon as possible. Price $1.50 and upwards. 

THE Danville, (Pa.) Intelligencer of June 
2d, contained a bit of fun about having in 
the town "blessings (?) unseen wasting 
their sweetness on a desert air," or existing 
among them as an "angel unawares," in 
the shape of "a little congregation ad
hering to the tenets of strictest Mormon. 
ism;" and it thinks the phrase "go west" 
would be peculiarly applicable to them as 
advice, yet says that "as they do not put 
into practice the later doctrine of Polyga
my, no one will disturb them." "Upon this 

our brethren came to the front and re. 
sponded by furnishing an "epitome" of 
our faith and doctrine. This the publish
ers insert in their issue of June 9th, and 
correct its ideas by saying that these peo
ple do not wish to "go west," and that they 
have "no connection with Brigham Young's 
church." 

Perhaps the people will get enlightened 
after awhile·, but they are a long time at it, 
con~idering the amount that has been pub
lished the last few years showing our en
tire opposition to the immoral doctrines 
and disloyal teachings of Brigham Young. 
Keep it before the people, brethren, until 
all men shall know our trµe faith, not only 
by our teachings of gospel truths, but also 
by our practical, every day religion, in 
word and deed. 

As one of the evidences of good feeling to
wards the divinely appointed work of the 
Reorganized Church of Christ, and to
wards the HERALD as its advocate, we 
mention the i·eceipt, through Br. 0. E. 
Cleveland, of $4.50 from Dr. Isaac Coff. 
man, of Augusta county, Virginia, on his 
HERALD subscription and as an aid to
wards making it a weekly by this advance, 
for he was already a year and a half ahead 
before this. Although not a member of 
the Reorganization, he thus manifests his 
faith in the work and in its permanency as 
being distinctive from B. Young's failing 
usurpation, whose system he personally 
investigated in seeking for the rest preach
ed in the gospel as first received by him. 

We trust that he will abide in love with 
the truth, and when revived, that he will 
freshen to new life in the Spirit of the 
Master and put on his armor again. 

CoL. MILLER, writing for the Omaha Herald, 
makes the statement that the three witness
es to the Book of JUormon afterwards "be
came apostates, and declared they had 
lied as the witnesses aforesaid, and that 
the whole thing was a fraud." 

Both Oliver Cowdery and l\Iartin Harris 
died in the fullest faith in the Book of 
Mormon, 'and had not up to the time of 
their death, denied the testimony they bore 
to that book. David Whitmer still lives, 
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and last summer declared that his testi
mony was frue. 

The fact that these three men were ex. 
>Communicated from the Church while 
.Joseph Smith, Jr., was yet living, is justly 
·commented upon by the Ogden Junction, 
thus: 

"The excommunication of these three 
witnesses is adduced by many persons as 
evidence of fraud in the origin of '.Mor
monism.' But we consider this a strono
point in its favor. If Joseph Smith and 
'his associates were impostors, they would 
not have dared to expel from the Church 
his three most important confederates. 
The fact that he would not cover up their 
infraction of the laws of the Church, is 
·evidence that he had nothing to fear from 
their defection." 

It is an almost foregone conclusion, that 
whenever men make the attempt to sieze 
upon the supposed opportunity which the 
notoriety of this ".Mormon Question" may 
possibly give them, they can not tell the 
truth. Whether this is owing to the pal
pable fact that their knowledge is limited, 
and they for that reason have to clraw on 
their imagination; or that, assuming cer
tain facts to exist, the conclusions drawn 
by them from those facts are stated as 
truths, and thus become incorporated and 
identified with the facts; or, what is just 
.as likely to be correct, the devil will not 
let them we do not say. Even the elders of 
the so-called orthodox churches (and of 
course preachers will not lie) are not ex
empt from this strange fatality, they do 
not-apparently can not tell the truth about 
'"Mormonism.'' 

T1rn following, clipped from letters from 
Brn. Richard Ellis and G. Rodgers, lately 
received, indicate some stir in Australia: 

"Br. Rodger is up on the Manning River, 
~bout three hundred miles from Sydney. 
.i:Ie gets a very good hearing and many be
Hevc, but none as yet are baptized. He 
has been challenged to discuss Mormon
ism. I enclose some of his late letters to 
me that you may see how 11e is getting on. 
If you see Br. Earnshaw, please tell him 
that I have found his relative and he lives 
dose to my place. Please remember nie 
to all in the office and all that know me, 
not forgetting yourself, Sister Smith and 
family." 

Br. Rodger to Br. Ellis, March 10th, '7'G: 
"I have just walked sixteen miles to find I 

an old-time Saint, Br. :M:urdoc; he received 
me kindly. I have an appointment on 
Saturday at Bo Bo, six miles from here 
(Tinonee) and five miles further on in the 
evening at Kimbrakie, where next I know 
not.-But all's well, my way opens. I can 
find friends ancl convince many, but few 
see their way to obedience." 

Again Br. Rodger writes to Br. Ellis: 
"I have just seen the paper. I think my 

opponent is backing down, as I challenged 
him to a four hours' debate on the Book of 
l'ilormon, the next day on the claims of the 
church of England. * * * I have been 
rather unwell with wet feet. I have new 
shoes and am on the war path again, for 
the enemy is on the alert. If well I preach 
twice to.day; good attendance generally 
and the people divided. ' 

"Kimbrakie, April 23d, 1876." 

BY request of Br. Wm. G. Elcler, we insert 
the following two letters and his reply: 

HEALDSBURG, Sonoma Co., Cal., 
August 21st, 1876. 

Br. lVm. Elcler.-We have been reading: 
your letters in the Herald and concluded 
to write to you. We feel it a duty as well 
as a privilege to try ancl settle in the bor
ders of Zion, and will be thankful if you 
will write to us and answer a few questions. 

Is it very windy where you live? 
Ans. No. 
Is there any land that could be entered? 
Ans. No. 
l\:Iy husband has always seemed to think 

he would like Southern Kansas. If it is 
right for us to settle there, I hope the way 
will open for us. 

.My husband is a carpenter, but can farm 
or do any kind of work. We would like 
to go back and make us a home near In
dependence. l\:Iy native State is Illinois; 
bi1t :M:r. Graumlich thinks that state is too 
cold. 1\Tns. JorrN Y. GRAUllfLICII. 

TABOR, Fremont Co., Iowa, 
. ]\fay 25th, 1876. 

Dear B1·other:-I do not live in either 
England, Ireland, Scotland, or vVales; but 
nevertheless, I think you will answer my 
letter; for you must know that the O'ather
ing of the Saints into the regions 

0
round 

about, interests many in our own land, as 
well as those of foreign nations. I .agree 
with you in thinking that the Saints in 
their return and general co min O' together 
will include some of Kansas. 

0
1 write t~ 

you to obtain information in regard to your 
country. 

Have yon any organization of the Church 
in your county? 

Ans. Not that I know of. 
What is the direction and distance from 

Fort Scott? 
Ans. JYine miles west ancl two south. 
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Have you any college, or State institu- 1 

tion of learning situated near you? 
Ans. Yes. 
What wages do school teachers obtain 

in your county? 
Ans. Twenty to seventyffre dollars per 

month. 
Respectfully, JORDAN B. CHUTE, 
Bennett, Lancaster county, Nebraska. 
To vVm. G. Elder, Marmaton, Kansas. 

Br. FI . .A. Stebbins:-I am receiving so ma
ny letterslike these two, that it is impossible 
for me to answer them all in detail. Will 
you please print them in the Hemld under 
"correspondence." I have no promises to 
make to those who do not take the Herald 
and pay for it and read and study it. Those 
who do take it will get answered by letter 
in the Herald sooner or later. 'fhose who 
do not take it will fall behind. These let
ters, picked up at random, and not written 
with the expectatio:µ of publication, show 
the Spirit is moving on the masses again. 
I have piles of letters like these two; 
though plain and unassuming, they have 
the ring of the right metal in them. 

WM. G. ELDER, JYI. D. 

THE Chicago Times of Saturday, 3rd June, 
contains a letter from a special correspond
ent in Salt Lake City, Utah, in which there 
is a curious jumbling of, incidents and 
names. 

The writer restates the idea of an exodus 
from Utah into New Mexico; this we do 
not believe. We have already given the 
denial of the authorities at Salt Lake City, 
that such an exodus is contemplated. To 
us it appears improbable, we therefore dis
card it. 

It is further stated thltt Pres. B. Young 
has finally elected to choose his son Brig
ham Jr., to succeed him, and that he will 
ordain the latter at St. George. Against 
this move it is said that John Taylor, Or
son Pratt and George Q. Cannon have 
claims respectively, an cl each has partisan 
support. It is further stated by this writer 
that-

"These candidates each are supported by 
formidable factions; but the most promi
.nent and formidable of all is Joseph Smith, 
the eldest son of the original Joseph. A 
few years ago his cousin, also named Joe, 
built a church here, and gained quite a 
number of adherents, called "Josephites." 
This sect are Mormons, but do not believe 
in polygamy, and they claim that theirs is 
the true and only church. Joseph, the son 
of the prophet, who lives near Council 

Bluffs, is expected here daily, and it is. 
shewdly suspected that he has selected 
Brigham's absence as an opportune mo
ment to strike while the iron is hot and 
dissenting saints nearly ready for revolu
tion." 

There is a confounding of names most 
inexplicable. ·we have a cousin who is 
the son of Hyrum Smith, slain in Carthage, 
whose name is Joseph Fi el cling Smith, and 
he has al ways been a defender of Brigham; 
and unless ambition has of late entered his 
heart ancl bidden him strike a blow for 
himself, he is one still. The Joseph Smith 
who resides at Council Bluffs we do not 
happen to know anything about; but gath
er that the writer meant to refer to the Pla
no, Illinois one. vVe discard tiny intention 
of taking advantage of Pres. Young's ab
sence, however. 

YE EmTOHS left the office to attend the ses
sion of the District Conference to which 
they belonged, as dutiful elders should do, 
on Friday, June 2ncl, going forty-four miles 
by buggy to Braidwood, Will county, Ill., 
where there is a branch of the Northern· 
Illinois District of about seventy members. 
We spent two happy clays with a noble 
band of Saints, ancl t1'ied as best we could: 
to speak a word for the cause. On Sunday 
Saints from other places near by came to 
the meetings; the school-house was wel? 
filled, and we hope good was done. \Ve 
bid the Braid wood Saints "Goel speed." 

BR. J. l\I. ILuwEY, of l\Iagnolia, Iowa, 
writes June 5th, 187(]: 

'"We are still increasing in numbers in 
this branch; and we hope, growing in 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. \.Ve 
now number one hundred and seven, with. 
many more enquiring the way of life. 
' Come over and help us.' " 

THE following from Br. D.S. J\Iills, Mission 
San Jose, California, is one of the cheerful 
signs of the times: 

"H. H. Bancroft, the famous Pacific Coas 
publisher, has just issued an able work 
in five large volumes, entitled BancJ'oft's 
Indians; or 1'lie Native Races of tlie Pcicific. 
States. He has faithfully compiled history" 
tradition, and archteology; and thank 
the Lord, has clone what none of his pred
ecessors have dared to do; for I find that, 
in vol. 5, pages 9G-103 he has quoted hon-
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estly, without comment, from the Book of 
J\formon · thus giving it a place in history, 
giving ·the history of the J aredites, Lehi, 
:Zarahemla--N ephites and Lamanites; their 
travels and wars; Christ's ministry; apos
tles' ministry; prophets, r~orQ!(, battle of 
Cnmorah; burial of plates, discovery and 
translation by Joseph Smith all given with
out comment by the author. I say, well 
clone Bancroft. It is, and will be a popular 
work, proving a great auxiliary to the Book 
of Mormon." 

KOT many months ago, we met a band of 
goocl saints in a hall of public gathering, 
and partook of the sacrament with them. 
\Ve did this because we had fellowship 
with them; but there were some things ac
·companying-the services that were to us 
very distressing and with which we could 
not fellowship; the air was close, and 
heavily laden with the scent and dust of 
stale tobacco smoke; some half dozen well 
filled spitoons stood round the room, add
ing to the smell of smoke the pungent 
fumes from overchewed fine cut, saliva, 
cigar stumps and refuse from exhausted 
pipes. A general air of dustiness seemed 
to pervade the forniture, and by the time 
·service was ended we had a severe head
ache. 

X ow while we cannot blame these saints 
for the bad condition of the room, we may 
bo permitted to suggest to them and others 
who have to meet in halls oooupied by 
other worshipers, and secret societies, as is 
the case with them, that an hour's opening 
of doors and windows before services will 
do much toward purifying the air. \Ve 
mean no offence, and hope none will be 
taken. 

THERE is something terribly significant in 
the following, which we clip from the Dan
ville, Pa., Intelligencer. 

DEVO'l'ION TO CHURCII .AND TOBACCO.
An observant pastor has sent to the JYiiZ
for(l DelewareNews some curious statements 
·about the flock under his charge. He says: 
"I have 267 members in full connection 
and 100 probationers on my charge. Sixty. 
seven of them use tobacco, and on making 
inquiry of each one, I find they have spent 
for that article in a year $845. The entire 
membership with the aid of outsiders gave 
to ps,y the pastor, Presiding Elder, Confer
ence claimants, Missions, Church Exten
sion and Freedmen, $841. One member 

confessed to spending $145 for tobacco. 
His contribution for Church Extension was 
66 cents. Another confessed to an expen
diture of $66 for tobacco. His contribu
tions stood thus: Missions, $1 ; Conference 
claimants, $1. 

We fully believe that if Br. Jason W. 
Briggs, our co-laborer of the Messenger, had 
the moneys spent by the Saints in one year 
for tobacco, he would have enough to build 
the chapel talked of in Utah. • Take the 
sum expended and add the loss of time 
caused by the loss of energy, and we be
lieve it would purchase a house in Zion for 
all the indigent but honest ones of the flock. 

THE Bill regulating the elective franchise 
in Utah, has received another hitch in Con
gress. Representative. Wigginton, of the 
house committee on territories, has report
ed a substitute, the chief features of which 
are-

" All voting shall be done by ballot, en
closed in envelopes of uniform size, to be 
supplied by the secretary of the treasury. 
Christiancy's section in regard to polyga
my is materially modified so as to restrict 
the elective franchise simply to male citi
zens of the age of 21 years and upward 
who are not bigamists and polygamists at 
the time they offer to vote, and who are 
otherwise qualified by the usual term of 
residence." 

NEWS smrn:L!.RY. 

In response to the call for general news 
in our columns, we would like to publish 
regularly a condensed account of such 
news as may be of most interest, and will 
try to do so when we have time. If we had 
more room it would be less work to give a 
large amount than a small one. 

Late telegrams from Switzerland and the 
south of France tell of rising rivers, floods 
and inundations in those lands. Immense 
damage is reported by reason of these in 
the eastern cantons of Switzerland, caused 
by heavy rains and the melting of the snow 
in the mountains. J\i[any railway lines in
jured, travel impeded, bridges and houses 
canied away, people drowned, etc., etc. 

The plague in Mesopotamia, according 
to last advices, was increasing slowly but 
surely. 'l'he ancient city of Bagclad on the 
Tigris, now a city of but 40.000 inhabitants, 
and Hilleh, on the Euphrates, a few miles 
from the site of ancient Babylon, a city of 
13,000 inhabitants are among the chief suf
ferers. The alarm also comes from Kur
distan to the north, and also to the east it 
is deepening and widening. Physicians 
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have been stationed at various points along 
the routes from Jliiesopotamia to Persia, 
Syria and Kurdistan, to watch for the first 
signs and earliest stages of that dreaded 
pestilence. It is believed to be widely 
scattered. 'IV e find that this disease varies 
in duration from three to seven days; but 
that often a patient dies within a few hours 
of the attack. 

Brn. Rodger and Ellis of Australia send 
us paper clippings which show the extra
ordinary drouth of the past winter and 
spring there. The govern er of New South 
Wales proclaimed April 14th as a da;y of 
humiliation, fasting and prayer to obtain 
a mitigation or rnmoval of the great calam
ity, and calling upon all classes "to join in 
this solemn appeal." It was stated that seven 
or eight months had passed since sufficient 
rain had fallen to do material good, while 
hot winds had been more prevalent than 
ever known before. Water became a very 
precious article, and many horses, cattle and 
sheep died for want of it. Pastures were 
barren of grass, and around one station it 
was estimated that only 10,000 sheep would 
be saved out of 100,000. They were gath
ering their corn and ·winter's feed in April, 
ancl in some places feared for the supply; 
but the last clipping showed that rain had 
fallen and given a supply of water from 
April 8th to April 11th. 

A heavy earthquake in New Zealand late 
in :February is reported; also a destructive 
hurricane at Tonga. 

·The Wesleyan Mission Society in the Fe
jee Islands, reports a great loss by the meas
les epidemic, namely 8,000 members of the 
church, and 35,000 other attendants on 
their public worship. Besides these many 
thousands more have died, Catholic and 
unchristianizec1 natives. 

It is stated that the hungry "hoppers" 
have begun to harvest the crops in Minne. 
sota, making a clean sweep of the wheat 
field as they go. They are just as lively 
vvhere the ground was burnt over in the 
spring to destroy the larva, as they are else
·where. 

:Late news from Spain reports the grain 
crops of some of the provinces to have been 
entirely destroyed by the locusts. Tons of 
the hoppers have been burned by using 
petroleum, and 15,000 soldiers have been 
set to work destroying them. 

The Hessian fly is after the wheat in 
some parts ofJ\'Iissouri, and the ehinch bug 
is doing his best in \Visconsin to make a 
living. 

Now and then a tornado varies the list 
of horrors throughout the land, demolish
ing buildings and killing or wounding a 
few people. 

The civil ·war in Mexico has been raging 
to the general discomfort and misery of the 
people, and to the damage of agriculture 
and trade in that unhappy coPntry. La-

bor on public and private enterprise has 
almost ceased, and business is stagnated. 
:Federals and insurgents alternate in their 
successes and reverses. Trains have been 
attacked, bridges and telegraph lines have 
been destroyed, and lawlessness reigns. 

In Belgium the riotous attack of the 
Protestants upon the Catholics has caused 
much disturbance and the destruction of 
Catholic property. ]\fobs marched through 
the streets and the soldiers fired and wound
ed several and arrested others. Great agi
tation prevailed. 

The "remnants of the land" still vex the 
nation grievously, and yet their presence 
is making fortunes to hundreds and per
haps thousands in what is called the "In
dian Ring,'' including politicians, agents, 
traders, thieves, a great gang who are dis
honest both to the government and to the 
Indians, and who are making piles of 
money out of them conjointly. General 
Sherman says that he does not attribute all 
the damage complained of by the whites 
on the frontier to the Indians, but consider
able of it to bad white men. 

'fhe P1·ovidence (R. I.) Journal says that 
for the government to fight the Indians in 
front and the Indian ring in the rear, as is 
necessary, is tough business for it. That 
paper holds that many whites will be bene
fitted by an Indian war; also that the In
dian has some good reasons to stand as ex
cuse for repelling those he considers in
vaders on his lands. It says, "It is a 
shame to our whole system of dealing with 
the aborigines, that we have these con
stantly recurring confiict~. Government 
does what it hopes will be for the best, but 
contractors and agents cheat, and the 
frontiersman kills the Indian, on the 
slightest provocation. Honest and humane 
dealing seem almost if not entirely out of 
the question. Warm work is expected 
throughout the summer campaign. 

It is reported that General Gibbons com
mand is or has been completely surround
ed by Indians, and that battles have been 
foGght, with considerable loss on each 
side. Jliiany thousands of Indians yet ex
ist on the plains and in the mountains. 
Of their numbers in Canada the Canadian 
Minister reports about 02,000. The careful 
treatment, and the aids to ciYilization flu-
nished there, have made the natives of 
some importance as citizens. The minis
ter reports that in the five older proyinces 
they own, in personal property, real estate 
and invested capital, m-0r eleven million 
dollars. 

The revolution of affairs in Turkey, the 
home of "the sick man,'' has resulted in 
the placing of J\Iohammed Murad Effendi 
in power as the successor of Abdul Aziz 
Kahn, his brother, who was deposed for 
this purpose. The latter succeeded the 
father of the present Sultan in 18G1, and is 
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said to have begun his reign by making 
reforms and giving other evidences of do
ing good to his pe6ple, but in later years 
to have squandered money, lived luxurious
ly, and left a pulic debt on which they are 
unable even to pay the interest, and other
wise appeared indifferent to the public 
benefit and the national prosperity. For 
the last ten years he was involved in almost 
continual hostilities by insurrections in 
his own provinces. He has died since his 
abdication, some say by suicide, others 
think by the hand of murder. There are 
apprehensions that the present Sultan will 
be no improvement upon the past. Mean
while the Foreign powers, Russia, Ger-
111any, Austria, etc., Gog, Gomer, 'I'ogarmah 
"all of the north quarters,'' are waiting 
their time, in the providence of God, "to 
come up from the north parts," to the con
summation of the latter day events, as 
plainly foretold by Ezekiel and other 
prophets. Turkey is the only barrier be
tween them and "the mountains of Israel" 
and the people who shall be "gathered out 
of the nations" "in the latter years." 

And apropos to this some of the papers 
are asking how about the restoration of a 
Jewish kingdom at Jerusalem, and saying 
that such a consummation is not altogeth
er impossible. It is said that the English 
journals have the story in this form: that 
Baron Alphonse Rothchilds will propose to 
pay off the Turkish debt, repudiated by 
the Sultan, and for security, among other 
things, to have the feudal tenure of a large 
portion of Syria, including Jerusalem. It 
is also said that the ties of national feeling 
and kindred draw mme strongly on Disra
eli as he grows older and that he favors 
"the reconstruction of the kingdom, and 
the reconcentration of the wandering chil
dren of Israel." 

These views are to be marked for their 
striking contrast to the ideas held forty 
years ago and more by the christian world, 
when the latter day work was first preach
ed, including the restoration of Israel and 
the establishment of their nation during 
this century. 

FONTANELLE, Nebraska, 
June 7th, 1876. 

Bro. Henry:-I love the truth of Goel and 
I want to live so that I may never bring re
proach upon his Church. I have not the 
privilege of meeting with the Saints very of
ten, as I live about twenty.five miles from 
the nearest branch, but the Herald is a wel
come visitor, and I shall be glad when we 
can have it weekly, and I will do my best 
to support it. ?tfay God bless you and all 
the brethren that are striving to bring 
about the redemption and glory of Zion. 

I am not much of a preacher, but I can 
talk by the fireside, by the work bench, in 
town or in the country, and I can use such 
important aids as the tracts now published 
by the Church to open the blind eyes, to 
unstop the deaf ears, and to bring light and 
truth to the minds of those who are in dark
ness. Our God shall have the praise, and 
if some wayward wanderer learn the way 
to his Father's house, if some honest soul 
be led to taste the joys that come through 
obedience I shall be repaid. Yours in the 
hope of eternal life, GEO. DERRY. 

ROBERTS, Ford Co., Ill., 
June 19th, 1876. 

Editors Herald:-Inclosed ·please fincI 
obituary notice of Sr. Moore. Yesterday I 
preached her funeral sermon. The day 
was wet, cold and blustering; and but a 
small congregation was in attendance. 

This region is imder the cloud. It has 
been deluged with rain for the past 'veek, 
and they have had much rain here for the 
entire spring. 

I start for St. Louis to.day. My address 
for ten days will be 515, St. Charles Street, 
St. Louis, 1\Iissouri. Respectfully and truly, 

w. W.BLAIE. 

LOUISVILLE, Ontario, 
June 9th, 1876. 

B1·0. Joseph:-We arrived here yesterday 
all well. Our conference at Lawrence, 
Michigan, was well attended. Saints there 
in good spirits, and the work is hopefu1 
ancl looking bright. Brn. Patterson and 
Campbell have the armor on. Trnly, 

E. C. BitlGGS. 

FAR:\HNGTON, Kentucky, 
I<'eb. 21st, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph Smith:-I have been think
ing for some time of writing to the He1·alcl; 
but believing that you had letters of more 
worth than mine, I have forbore until the 
present; but now I feel like it is my duty 
to inform the readers of the Herald how 
the Lord is prospering the Saints in this 
country. On the 22nd of August, 1875, I was 
seized with spinal menengi.tis, which wa& 
followed by convulsive fits. After the most 
skillful physicians had failed to give relief, 
and my disease was pronounced incurable,. 
I sent foi· brethren J. H. Hansen and R. J. 
Anthony, who came immediately and ad. 
ministered to me, and now I am quite well. 
I was healed on the 16th of December last. 

Dear Saints, pray for me that my affic
tion may never return and that I mav PTOW 
in faith and in the kdowledge of God~ 

Your sister in the everlasting covenant, 
SARAH K. RYE. 

\Ve, the undersigned, citizens of Graves 
county, Ky., are personally accquainted 
with Mrs. S. K. Rye, and hereby certify 
that we witnessed her affliction and vYern 
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present when she was administered to. I bondage may fall, and the true Saints find 
'"3he has not been sick since: their home in a redeemed Zion. Br. Caffall 

David Crider, Sarah Crider, Emma Har- preached at Sr. Adams on Sunday. I went 
Tison, members of the Church; J. E. Crid- to the school-house and had it given out, 
er, l\L .E. Brewer, D. V. Crouch, A. A. Mil- but the people do not relish the truth 
1er, J. H. Harrison, J. D. Benson, not mem- enough to turn out well and hear. I am 
'bers. asked by my friends why I joined such a 

I~Al\fBTON, N. s. w., 
May 4th, 187(). 

Bru. Joseph:-We are anxiously waiting 
to hem· from the April Conference, hoping 
that some one will be coming to help us. 
Bro. Rodger is still at the Manning River. 
You will see by the newspapers that I send 
that he is fighting hard with the enemy of 
truth. How hard to arouse the present 
generation. How truly the prophet Isaiah 
-describes this generation. However, we 
know that Bro. Rodger will faithfully warn 
them and bear his testimony of the things 
that are coming upon this generation. By 
his last letter we expect he will soon be 
back, when he will receive a welcome re
ception. 1'V-e have had a very severe sum
mer, intensely hot with a drought of ten 
months duration, which has been the cause 
of much suffering among the people; and 
I know of a certainty, that the Saints of the 
Hunter River have experienced very little 
foconvenience in want of water. We have 
been able to give many in our street a 
lmcket up to the very last. We mention 
this as showing God's care over his people. 
A great amount of sickness at present in 
this district; the Saints in general living up 
to their calling, with few exceptions, such 
as may always be found among the people 
of Goel. I send a few scraps. Yours in 
the gospel covenant, 

CHARLES A. DAVIS. 

Cou:;:;irni;s, Kansas, 
May 1Gth, 1876. 

B/'o. II. A. Stebbins:-The work is pro
gressing here slowly, but surely. Preju
dice is giving way and many are investiga
ting. Considerable business was done at 
our conference, although the stormyweath
·er and overflowing creeks prevented many 
from J1eing with us who wanted to be p1~es
€nt. The Book of Rules is what was need
ed for tl1e conferences and business meet
ings. The brethren here are in favor of 
the change in the Hemld and will sustain 
it. I r,m preaching once or twice nearly 
every Sunday, besides doing much talking 
al;lout the gospel in my dally intercourse 
with m;inkind. Your brother in the cause 
.of tn:th, J,urns DU'Fl'ON. 

V\Toom.nNE, Iowa, 
June 2cl, 1876. 

Bro. Henry :-I send you an account of 
13righam's movements. I sincerely pray 
that a change may soon take place for the 
benfit of that people, and that the voke of ' 

class. Because I love the truth, and desire 
the advancement of the work of God under 
the charge of the co-workers with yourself. 
Kind regards from all. . 

ESTHER ROHRER. 

MORGAN CrTY, Utah, 
June ()th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph Smith:-I write to say that 
we are strong in the faith of God's work, 
and I am thankful to our Heavenly Father 
that he has given me strength to stand 
faithful to his kingdom, although there are 
none but Brighamites here besides myself 
and wife. I do not know what I should 
do without the Herald, for it is the only 
preacher we have and with the blessings 
of God I will try and pay for it. 

Yours in the gospel of Christ, 
JAMES PERKINS. 

MILLERSBURG, llls., 
June 17th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-! am looking with much 
anxiety for the moving of the printing 
press, as I think it is a prominent step to
ward gathering. I would like to see more 
unity in regard to that movement, as dis
cord will make ill to any enterprise. The 
confidence of the Church should be more 
centralized in the persons appointed to 
make the choice. I, for one, feel perfect 
confidence in them, and would be glad ancl 
willing to entrust any amount of money 
at their disposal if I had it. We are mak
ing an effort to build a house for worship, 
and will try and make arrangements for 
your presence at the dedication, if it is pos
sible. In laying your plans for tho future, 
please rem em bcr us, an cl make it one point 
of visit. If the blessings of God are with 
us we will get it up this fall. 

Yours for the truth, JNO. M. TERRY. 

I ScOTTSVIU.E, Inclia.na, 
· June 15th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph Smith:-We haYe concluded 
a very interesting conference for this dis
trict. It was held with the Union Branch, 
in Jefferson county, on the 3d, 4th and 5th 
of this month. It was marked with great 
earnestness and unity of thought and pur
pose. The Saints were comforted and edi
fied, while outsiders were instructed in 
things pertaining to their salvation. 1Ve 
had a fair turnout and good attention 
throughout the conference. On JUonday, 
the 5th, >ve held a testimony meeting in 
which nearly all of the Saints took an ac
tiYe part; the love of God seemed to be 
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shed abroad in every heart by the Holy 
Ghost; all seemed to enjoy the meeting. 
Thanks to Br. W. H. Kelley for his flying 
visit to Ripley and Jefferson counties. I 
wish he could have staid longer and 
preached more. There are a great many 
places open for preaching in this district, 
and only one Elder that is devoting his 
whole time to the ministry; we therefore 
solicit aid from the traveling ministry. I 
learn by letter from Br. R. Ayers that the 
Pleasant Ridge Branch, Peny county, is in 
a better condition th;i,n it was before the 
debate of last March. The work in this dis. 
trict is in a fair condition, but is not as 
well sustained as I would like to see. Dear 
Saints, let us remember that "he is faithful 
who hath call eel us." Y oms in hope, 

H. ScoT'r. 

PERU, Ill., June 8th, 1876. 
Br. H. A. Stebbins :-I failed in keeping 

my promise to meet with you at the district 
conference held at Braid wood. I much 
wished to attend but could not do so on ac
count of other blfainess. However, after the 
20th of this month I will be at liberty, and 
I hqpe to spend some time among the 
branches in that direction, notwithstanding 
my age and infirmities; I was born Aug. 
20th, 1794. 

'With all our hearts we thank the Lord 
for the blessing which has attended labor 
in the ministry of the words of life to men, 
and have hoped for its continuance in the 
same direction and for greater blessings to 
flow from the same source: but we pray 
that the Lord will raise up men who will 
till vacancies and places oflabor to the hon. 
or of his name and the salvation of souls. 

Your brother in the Lord 
J OIIN LA~DERS. 

care and protection of his people. Also 
thanking him for a living prophet, and for 
the gospel in this the nineteenth century; 
and asking him for his fatherly care to be 
still extended. We should remember the 
duties of the clay, and in our feasts and 
sumptuous fare think of the sweet potatoes 
that Washington ate. vVe would be happy 
to see it so celebrated, 11IARY JORDAN. 

SOUTH BETHLEHEM, Pa., 
June 4th, 1876. 

Dear Brother Stebbins:-I am happy to 
inform you that the few Saints that live 
in this place, are, by the grace of God, 
blessed with very good health; and that 
spiritually they appear steadfast in the 
faith, though by the removal of four of our 
members the few remaining have become 
discouraged about holding meetings. We 
are only four active members, and one of 
our number does not meet with us, owing 
to the objections of her husband, notwith
standing he testifies by his right arm that 
he has been raised from the grasp of death 
through prayer in his behalf, and the ad
ministration of the ordinance, in the name 
of the Lord Jes us Christ. 

My opportunites for ministerial labor in 
this part of the vineyard are very limited. 
There is a strong opposition here to meet, 
viz., Moravians an cl Catholics. Those who 
are religious are very superstitious, while 
on the other hand those who are not relig
ious arc so disgusted with religion that 
they are extremely depraved. If anything 
can be done it will be only by a stro::Jg ef
fort. 

I asked permission to speak in the Bap
tist church, but was refused, the pastor 
fearing it would bring on a discussion and 
he thought that would not profit their 
cause. Financiallv I am not in a condition 

ST. CH.rnLEs, Saginaw Co., Mich., to do much preaching, but with the grace 
June 9th, 1876. of Goel I look forward for the dawniilg of 

Br. Joseph :-I have been looking for one a better day. 
of the elders all the spring to help me. I I was very near forgetting the "Ctah 
h2.ve held two Ol' three meetings a week Chapel, concerning which I will say that 
for the past year. There are some here who the Church needs it, and it will be built. 
believe, bntno one to baptise them. !think I will add my mite to that encl at an early 
if some one could come here there would a day. The Ilerctld as a weekly would no 
number obey, and I would like help if doubt be a source of greater edification to 
possible. Y'our brother in Christ. the scattered Saints, if not to the whole 

OSCAR BEEBE. ! body, but I am not in favor of changing 
the form. 

DELOIT, Iowa, I In conclusion I will say that my heart's 
June 16, 1876. desire is with the work of Goel. Ever 

Bro. II. A. Stebbz'.ns:-The question has praying for its prosperity, I remain yours 
been asked, How should we as christians in Bonds, L. D. ltfonGAN. 
celebrate the fourth of July? 1\fy humble 
opinion is that we should meet together 
for prayer and thank God that he raised 
Washington and others to gain our liberty 
in this land where we can worship accord. 
ing to the dictates of our own consciences, 
so that >Ye do not interfere with the rights 
of others, and thanking him for the kind 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., 
June 15, 18'16. 

Bro. Henry:-! arrived here a week ago 
to.day. I have visited the brethren, preach
ed twice on Sunday and spent three days 
at the Centennial Exposition. I suppose 
you would like to hear something about 
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the Exposition. Well I will give you a 
brief description. In the first place I can 
say that it is a magnificent display of every 
thing I ever thought of and many things I 
never saw or heard of. I was pretty well 
satisfied after my third day's visit, but I 
suppose that I did not see over a twentieth 
if I did over a fiftieth part of what is on 
exhibition. Yet I was at it faithfully for 
the three days, and at the end of that time 
I was ready to exclaim with one of old, 
"all is vanity and vexation of spirit." 

The Chinese department is a wonderful 
display of ingenuity in wares and furniture. 
'The furniture is carved by hand in magnifi
cent style. I saw a mirror whose frame was 
set in a small block of wood upon which 
was beautifully carved twenty-three forms 
of animals and fowls. Think of one bed
stead valued at $4,800. 

Everything throughout the exposition 
was of the grandes style. The parts of 
some machinery is plated with silver. To 
describe all that is interesting would make 
a large book. Not the least interesting to 
me was the aneient relics from Central and 
South America, discovered since the Book 
of Yformon came forth. 

I go from here in a few days to Homers. 
town, N. J., thence to Boston, and from 
there to Jones port, Maine. Your brother, 

E. BANTA. 

JHrLTOK, Santa Rosa Co., Fla., 
June 6th, 1876. 

Rio. II . .A. Stebbins:-As it has been a 
long time and but little said about the 
Saints in this part of the land, I thought 
to write a note that we are making the 
best of it we can. ·we are trying, with the 
best understanding we have, to live to the 
law and the commandments. vVe hold 
regular meetings, and have good congrega
tions, good attention and good behavior. 
\Ve are thankfnl to the Lord that we have 
been able to give satisfaction, t'lnd to si
lence any opposers that have attacked us. 
We enjoy the gifts and graces of the Spirit 
of God, and have been greatly blessed in 
anointing the sick. Be all the glory to the 
one in whom we trust. Yours in the one 
faith, w. vY. SQurnEs. 

CANTON, Ills., 
June 9, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-! have been in this place 
since I came from Conference. I have 
been preaching in Canton, St. Davids and 
Orion; sometimes in Welsh and sometimes 
in English. On the 14th of May I prnach
ed to a large congregation at the Walnut 
School-house, in Orion Township, near the 
home of Bro. L. L. Jones; after preaching I 
baptized five, four grown persons and one 
little girl. I had good liberty to speak; I 
spoke under the influence of the good Spir. 
it; thank God for it. After preaching, the 

whole congregation came to witness the 
baptism, and everything went off in good 
order; and a good feeling was manifested. 
I baptized one more on the 7th of this 
month the wife of Bro. J. r~. Jones. 

I wish to mention here of two that I bap
tized before I came to Conference, they are 
husband and wife. He is the son of a
Campbellite minister; she did belong to 
the Baptist Church, he also belonged to 
the Campbellite Church. 

My health is not very good, but rather 
poorly. I am not able to do as much as I 
would wish to do; but whatever I do, I 
wish it to be clone to the advancement of 
the good cause, and to the honor of our Fa
ther in heaven. 

There is a good feeling with the Saints 
in Canton; and I believe they are trying 
to live their religion. From your brother 
in the gospel, JOHN T. PHILLIPS. 

Pottawattamie District. 
Conference was b cld in Council Eluff8, 

Iowa, i\lay 27 and 28, 1876. Asa Walden, 
president; Frederick Hansen, clerk. 

OfficiFt1s present: 1 apostle, 1 seventy, 12 
elders, 2 deacons, 

Branch Reports.-Cour.cil niuffs: 1 rn 
members. Boomer: 1G members. North 
Sta.r: 2\J members. No changes in any. 

Elde1·s' Reports.-Ifaus Hansen, William 
Strang, .John i\IcLrtnd, James Caffa!l, Asa 
Walden, P, S. Guhl, Peter Olson, Andrew 
I-fall. Samuel Longbottom, Louis Davies an cl 
A.G. Weeks. 

Biehop's af!:ent, A. Hall, reported that he 
had $13.10 on hand at last report: :receiv
ed since $4 50; paid to the poor $7 to 
the ministry $7.75; balance on hand 

Resolved that we hold a special confer
ence in Council Dluffs, on July 8th 1 to con~ 
sider the propriety of sustaining the reso]u .. 
tion of the Annual Conference in locating 
tbe Serni-Annnal Conference in Council 
Bluffs; and, in the event of sustaining said 
resolution, to make arrangements for the 

'"conference ; and that the uresiclents of 
branche~ come prepared to'ilt;te what help 
their members will render. 

Resolved that the resolution passed a.t the 
November conference of 1875, wherein the 
presidents of branches were authorized to 
visit members of the church within the limits 
of their respective branches who are not 
enrolled as branch members, and to inform 
such members that, if they have a,ggrievan
ces the conference will hear them, be and 
is hereby re-affirmed. 

I 

Whereas, the frequent invitations and re
quests make and published to the elders to 
attend and report to conference is disre
ga,rded; therefore be it 
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Resolved that the secretary be and is 
hereby authorized to notify those elders, or 
as many as may be known to him on the 
record, to attend or report by letter to the 
next quarterly conference, and if they fail 
to do so the conference will no longer sus
tain them as elders. Those who are known 
to be enrolled in quorums will be reported 
to their respective quorums. The above 
course is taken in view of the fact that some 
elders do not take the Herald and we do not 
wish to take advantage of any. 

Resolved that all elders and priests not 
engaged in branches, are requested to open 
new pi.tees and preach the word the coming 
quarter, as far as practicable. 

The district was left in charge of Br. J as. 
Caffall the coming quarter. The authori
ties of the church were sustained. Frederick 
Hansen was sustained ae district clerk. 

Preaching by Elders A. Hall, A. Wal den 
and J. Caffall. 

Adjourned to meet in Crescent City, at 
10:30 a.m., August 26th, 1876. 

Spring River District. 
The above conference was held at the Col

umbus Bmnch, Kansas, May 5th, 6th and 
7th, 1876. J. A. Davies presided during the 
early part of the session, and J. T. Davies 
during the latter part; James Dutton clerk. 
Brn. D. Fisher and James Carrol, of Texas, 
were invited to participate in the delibera
tions. 

Branch reports: Pleasant View 67 mem
bers, 1 be.ptized, 3 removed by letter; Col
umbus 22 members, 1 ba,ptized; Galesburg 
42 members, 3 baptizecl, 3 removed by let
ter; Joplin 14 members, 1 baptized, 2 re
moved by letter; Newtonia 7 members; 
Mound Valley, Jacksonville and Armstrong 
Cadamy not reported. 

The following officials reported: John T. 
Davies of the seventy, elders John A. Da
vies, Ezra Depue, W. S. Taylor, D. Fisher, 
James Dutton, C. M. Short, D. S. Crawley 
and James Carrol; and priests C. Randall, 
B. F. Bird and Lyman L. Wight; teachers, 
Richard Bird and Evans Llewelyn; deacon 
R. M. Barmore. 

The secretaV, reported that according to 
instruction of the last conference he had 
written to the brethren at Armstrong Cada
my, but the letter was returned unopened. 
'!-'he secretary was instructed to send a no
tice for insertion in the Herald, requesting 
some of the brethren at Armstrong Cadamy, 
or Br. Watson, late president of that branch, 
and who is now understood to be in Texas, 
to correspond with the secretary, relative 
to that branch. 

John A. Davies tendered his resignation 
as president of the district, and his resigna
tion w.as accepted. John '!.'. Davies was 
chosen to preside during the next three 

months, unless he should be called away by 
his quorum. The authorities of the church 
were sustained. 

Report of the Bishop's agent from Feb'y 
5th to May 5th, 1876: on hand last report 
$42.45, received 823.36, total $65.81, paid 
out $44.16, balance on hand $2.1.65; Rich
ard Bird, Bishop's agent. 

Saturday evening, preaching by D. Fish
er, assisted by Jas. Dutton. Sunday morn
ing, preaching by C. J\T. Short, assisted by 
Ezra Depue. Afternoon, prayer and sacra
ment meeting. Evening, preaching by D. 
S. Crawley. 

Number of officials present: 1 seventy, 8 
elders, 3 priests, 2 teachers, 1 deacon. 

A two days' meeting was appointed to be 
held at. or near Pleasant View branch, Ju
ly 8th and 0th. Considerable business of a 
local nature was done, and peace, love and 
unity prevailed throughout the conference. 
· Adjourned to meet at the Columbus brnnch, 
Friday, August 4th, 187G. 

Northwest Missouri District. 
This conference convened at the house of 

Br. A. Bishop, near Stewartsville, DeKalb 
county, Mo., l\fay 13th and 14th, 1876. Br. 
T. W. Smith was chosen to preside; Fred. 
Collins clerk, J. Ilurlington assistant. 

On motion, the Rules of Oder 
by the church for such 
adopted. 

Branch reports.-Far West 55, 12 baptiz
ed and l died Hannibal 17, 6 baptized: 
St. Joseph 4 baptized; DeKalb ii4, 3: 
baptized, 3 received by letter; Strnfield 24, 
1 baptized; Bevier 49, 24 baptized, 2 re-
ceived letter, 3 received by 1. re~ 
moved by ; Delano not 

Elder's reports.--J. Yv. Johnson had bap-· 
tized 2; L. L, Babbitt had baptized 2; A. 
Bishop had assisted ihe brethren who am 
looking for homes in this locality, and had 
baptized 1; W. T. Bozarth had bar;tized 1, 
preached 14 times; James Kemp had visitecl' 
all the branches in the district, attended 
all the two days' meetings, and also the 
General Conference; T. W. Smith had 
found good openings, and had preached at 

·Kingston, Bevier, St. Louis, Bellville, Ke
wanee, Millersburg and Hannibal, baptiz
ing 38 since last report here; J. Burling
ton reported the St. Joseph branch doing 
well; Br. Seelye had baptized 1; Br. l\Ic
Donald had baptized 1; D. E. Powell had 
baptized 7; J. Wood, D. J. Powell, William 
Lewis, F. M. Bevins, L. W. Babbitt and J. 
Gouldsmith reported as doing the best they 
could. 

2 p.m.-All vidting brethren were invited 
to take part in tfl.e conference. 

James Kemp reported attending General 
Conference, to represent the district .. as in
structed to do. T. W. Smith gave a general 
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·-Outline of the business done at April con
·ference. 

Report of Bishop's agent: in hand last 
-report $13.85, received $131.22, total $145.
·07, expended $127.61, in hand $17.46. 

Rrn. McDonald, Lewis and Ross were ap
poh!ted to audit the agent's books. 

L. L. Babbitt and F. Collins were appoint
ed to labor toget.her; Brn. Worrell and Bal
linger were released; Brn. Bozarth, Bear, 
Frank1in, D .. J, Powell, Wm. Lewis, W. Sum
merfield, D. E. Powell, A. Bishop and J. W . 
. Johnson were sustained in their missions; 
Brn. Rowland and Thomas to labor together 
in :lfacon and Shelby counties, and Charles 
Perry and T. D. Reese in Macon and Lynn; 
'Brn. Bevins and Ross to labor as they may 
·have opportunity. James Kemp and F. Col .. 
1ins were sustained as president and clerk, 
and A. Bishop as Bishop's agent. 

Resolved that the name of this district be 
-0hanged to that of the "Far West (Mo.) 
District." 

8 p.m.-Br. Wm. Summerfield spoke of 
·some saints living near Turney Station. 
Brn. Kemp, Summerfield and Bevins, were 
appointed as a committee to visit the Tur
ney saints, and to try to organize them into 
ca branch. 

The authorities of the church were sus
tained, and including T. W. Smith in charge 
-0f the mission. Officials present.: 1 of the 
twelvB, 1 high priest, 15 elders, 3 priests, 
2 teachers and 2 deacons. 

Resolved that we hold that any elder la
boring in this district should not baptize any 
person who lives in the jurisdiction of a 
'oranch, without the knowledge and approv
al of the authorities of that branch, when 
the circumstances make it possible to obtain 
i:hat approval. 

Committee on s,uditing books of Bishop's 
-agent reported, and it was adopted and 
·Committee discharged. 

Adjourned to meet at Bevier, August 26th 
•and 27th, 1876. 

Nortliern Illinois District. 
The above conference was held at Braid

wood, Will county, Ills., June 3d and 11th, 
1876; Bro. H. A. Stebbins presiding; bro. 
John Keir, jr., clerk pro. tem. 

Satmday, 2 p.m.-Usual opening exer
·cises with prayer by the president. 

Branch Reports.-Plano 159 members, 1 
'baptized, 5 received by letter, 5 removed by 
letter ; M. B. Oliver resigned charge, and 
F. G. Pitt ordained and placed in charge; 
Frank J. D. Earl and Plutarch H. Briggs 
ordained priests. ' 

Braidwood 70 members, 4 baptized, 1 re
-0eived by vote, 2 removed by letter. John 
Kier, Jun., ordRined a deacon. 

Streator 26 members, 1 expelled; W.R. 
•Reese ordained a priest, C. A. West a 

teacher and J. Waltenbaugh a deacon. Fi
nancial report: Freewill offerings received 
$44. 73; to ministry and branch expenses 
$39.32; balance on hr,nd $5.41. 

No reports from Burlington, Janesville, 
Boone County, Marengo, Batavia, Sand
wich, Leland, Amboy, Fox River, Mission 
and Pecatonica. 

Delegates reports: Joseph Smith and H. 
A. Stebbins, of Plano, reported favorably of 
tha.t branch; D. D. Jones, of Streator, said 
they had four meetings per week and are 
striving to keep the commandments; J. S. 
Kier, of Braidwood, said that they have 
preaching and prayer meetings regularly, 
and also a Bible class; the saints are seek
ing to live for the favor of God. 

Elders' Reports.-T. R. G. Williams has 
preached some; Mad Madison says there is 
a good field for preaching where he lives; 
L. B. Scott ha.i preached considerable along 
the Kankakee, and finds good openings and 
good feelings towards us; Peter Devlin 
preaches by turns with his brethren and 
thinks there will be much done this summer 
about Braidwood by them; Frank Lofty 
has had part in the alt.erriate preachin?: and 
thinks that good is being done; ·wm. Frib
bons shared in the preaching; Evan Grif
fiths has been rmd still 'is sick; priest Fra.uk 
Mussell assists; Frallk Earl has labored in 
Chicago ; teacher .John Teasdale labors in 
his office; deacoll J. Kier, Jun., :reported; 
Brn. C. G. Lanphear ancl Jacob Stanly by 
letter. 

Report of Br. C. G. Lanphear on the 
Thompson case was :read. lt wits received 
an<l the committee was disclrnrged. Presi
dent read a letter from W. W. lllair, asking 
a postponement of the case as he was trying 
to settle it between the parties. On motion 
it wits deferred. 

Br. H. A, Stebbins said that in accordance 
with his notification to the district, last. fall, 
that p1·obably other duties woulcJ. m;ike it 
necessary for him to resign the charge this· 
spring ; and, as a worthy one seems now 
situated so as to take tha field, he, aft.er six 
years service therein, desires to be released. 

His resignation was accepted, and Br. 
John S. Kier, of Braidwood branch was 
nominated, and on his acceptance and the 
expressions of favor by the brethren, he 
was chosen by an unanimous vote. 

Br. Stebbins stated that Br. Kier would 
need some temporal aid, if he left his labor 
and took the field constantly, as he proposes 
doing in July. He also reported a buggy 
and harness belonging to the district, but 
no horse. 

A resolution was adopted requesting the 
commmittee heretofore appointed to pur
chase a horse for the district to proceed to 
do so. Br. Stebbins said that they were 
only empowered to purchase when the 
funds should be sent in, and as this had not 
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been done the committee could not act. On 
motion Br. Stebbins was authorized to solicit 
aid from the saints for this purpose. 

6: 30 r. ~r.-Prayer by Joseph Smith; 
preaching by H. A. Stebbins. 

Sabbath, 10:30 a. m.-Prayer by H. A. 
Stebbins; preaching by Joseph Smith .. At 
2 p.m, sacrament and testimony meetrng, 
and great peace in the Holy Ghost was en
joyed, and testimonies of the gifts being re
ceived were given. At 6:30, prayer by Wm. 
Fribbons, and preaching by Joseph Smith. 

Adiourned to meet at Mission branch, 
October 28 and 29, 1876. 

Fremont District. 
This conference convened at the Saints' 

Chapel, Nebraska City, Neb., May 7, 1876. 
R. C. Eivin, president; Wm. Leeka and J. 
R. Badham, clerks. Prayer by Jas. Caffall, 
and JiL H. Forscutt addressed the confer
ence, from Rom. 6: 16. 

At2 p.m., the sacrament w.as administered 
by S. S. Wilcox, G. E. Duel and R. C. Elvin. 
At 8 p.m., preaching by l\I. H. Forscutt. 

J\Iondav, 8th, 9 a.m.-Prayer by J. Caffall. 
Brn. Foiscutt and Caffall were invited to 
take part in the conference. By resolution, 
the Rules of Order as published by the 
church, were adopted. The reports of 
branches were, after reading, referred to a 
committee, S. S. Wilcox and Wm. Gaylord 
being appointed by the president a.s s9,id 
committee. 

Branch Reporls.-Platte River 16 mem
bers, 4 baptized; Palmyra 40 .members, 1 
received by vote; Nebrnsirn City 98 mem
bers, 3 baptized, 2 died; Glenwood 15 mem
bers; l\Iill Creek 24 members, 1 expelled, 2 
dropped from branch record for failing to 
report; Fremont 49 members, 2 baptized, 
5 removed by letter; Shenandoah 36 mem
bers, 4 received by letter, 2 received by 
vote; Plum Creek 91 members, l removed 
bv letter. No reports from Elm Creek, Ne
phi, Farm Creek, l\Ioroni and Blue River 
branches. 

Elders' Reports.-J. J. Kaster, E. C. 
Brand, J. V. Roberts, J. W. Waldsmith, R. 
M. Elvin, Wm. Brittain, M. H. Forscutt and 
R. C. Elvin reported by letter. E. C. Brand 
had preached several times, but sickness in 
his family prevented him from doing more. 
J. V. Roberts had labored some in connec
tion with Br. Brand, but found it impossible 
to visit some of the points designated by the 
last conference. J. W. Waldsmith had been 
chosen president of Nebraska City branch 
and had confined his labors there. R. l\I, 
Elvin had labored as Superintendent of the 
Sabbath-school, also preached at Nebraska 
City, at Liberty and at Rock Bluffs; ~ad 
baptized five and performed other dut.ies. 
nI. H. Forscutt reportecl that he had JUSt 
arrived in the district, and hopes to work 

in harmony with the others, and effectually 
for the glory of God and the advancement 
of his cause in this district. R. C. Elvin 
had attended General Conference and ·laid 
before them the desires of our district; hacl 
preached 35 times, administered to the sick 
with good results, and had received lel,ters 
requesting him to come to still other places 
to preach. He reported the district in a 
good condition. Had paid out $39.10 for 
railroad fare and $22.90 for other expenses, 
total $62.00, and had received $38. 05. 

Verbal reports : G. E. Duel had preached 
at Bethlehem, Egypt and Glenwood and met 
with good encouragement. Isaac Roberts 
had preached some and baptized three; had 
many calls for preaching. Henry Kemp had 
preached several times and baptized eight 
or nine. J. R. Badham had labored in com
pany with S.S. Wilcox and S. N. Matthews; 
baptized four.; found a good opening for 
preaching about nine miles east of Clarinda, 
also found that much good had been done 
by a sister in the vicinity of Red Oa.k. J. 
W. Calkins, A. T. Mortimore, Moses Gr.y
lord, Simon Dike, Sr., Kuud Johnson, ·wm. 
Gaylord and S. S. Wilcox reported. 

·Report of commit.tee on branch reports 
was read, received and committee dis
charged. Committee on building reported 
that no definite act.ion had been taken, as 
the committee did not fully understand ihe 
design of the resolution by which they were 
appointed. 

Resolved that a written report of each 
elder be submitted instead of a verbal re
port. 

IVhereas, in the opinion of this confer
ence, there is a necessity for houses of wor: 
ship at Plum Hollow and Shenandoah, and 

Whereas such houses of worship would be 
of service to the district, it is hereby 

Resolved that the delegates from the vari
ous branches be and are hereby instructed 
to request their branches to aid such com
mittees as their branches may appoint, 
whenever such committees shall report 
through the Bishop's agent of this district 
their readiness to erect such houses. 

Report of Bishop's Agent.-Balance on 
hand last report $33. 20; received since 
$40.95; total $74.15. Expenditures $87.36. 
Balance due agent $13.21. Wm. Leeka, 
agent. , 

Resolved that all elders in this district 
are respectfully requested to report at the 
next quarterly conference by letter or in 
person, making known their desires and la
bors. 

That it is the opinion of this conference 
that the Bishop's agent is required to supply 
the necessities of those appointed to labor 
in this district, before expending or paying 
any funds to those laboring in other fields. 

Missions.-J. R. Badham and J. T. Kinn
iman were released from their mission east 
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of Clarinda, and J. R. Badham and S. S. 
Wilcox were associated there; James Caffall 
was requested to preach at Red Oak and 
Hastings; E. C. Brand, James Roberts, 
Wheeler Baldwin, William and :Moses Gay
lord and G. E. Duel were continued and 
sustained in their former fields, the latter 
to labor at Red Oak and Hastings; James 
Thompson, Geo. Kemp, John Goode, Wm. 
Redfield, W. C. Matthews K. Johnson, D. 
Hougas, J. R. Badham,' J. Kaster, Wm .. 
Leadingham and P. Peterson were released 
from former missions; S. S. Wilcox was ap
pointed to take charge of the Ifomburg mis
sion; K. Johnson and J. W. Waldsmith to 
labor among the Scandinavians and else
where; Wm. Leeka to visit the branches 
and teach the law of tithing and freewill 
offering. 

The authorities of the church were sus
tained, 

Resolved that the president of the district 
be authorized to enquire into the case of 
John Chapel, and, if necessary, call an el
ders' court and cite him to trial. 

Resolved that president Elvin's financial 
report be received, and that the bill be paid 
by Bishop's agent, $23. 95. 

Officials present: l apostle, 2 high priests, 
13 elders, 2 priests, 2 tea.chers. 

At 8 p.m. Br. Jas. Caffall preached, fol
lowed by a prayer and testimony meeting. 
A collection of $8 .85 was taken up 9,nd 
paid to Br. Jas. Caffall, for his expenses. 

Adjourned to meet at Sheng.ndoah, Page 
county, Iowa, at 10:30 a.m., August G, 1876. 

Kewanee District. 
Pursuant to instructions of our last Dis

trict Conference, I have appointed the fol
lowing times and places for two days' meet
ings: Millersburgh, July 8, (); Hender
son Grove, July 15, 16; Canton, July 22, 
23; Buffalo Prairie, August 5, 6; Peoria, 
Augu~t 12, 13; Bryant., August Hl, 20; West 
Buffalo, August 26, 27; Inland, September 
8, 10; Butternut Grove, September 16, 17; 
Princeville, October 25, 26. 

The presidents of the several branches 
will see to the securing of such help as they 
may deem wise, in order that the object of 
such meetings may be fully attained. 

H. C. BRONSON, President. 

Notice. 
To the Brethren of the Armstrong Acada

my Branch, Indian Territory.-Brethren: 
Some of you are requested to correspond 
with the Secretary of the Spring River 
District, for we are desirous of ascertaining 
the condition of that branch. Also Br. 
Watson, late president of that branch, but 

now we understand residing in Texas, will 
greatly oblige by sending his address, and 
what he knows of the condition of that 
branch. JAMES DUTTON, 

Secretary of District. 
CoLu:unvs, Cherokee Co., Kansas. 

Bisliop's Agent. 
In accordance with the recommendation 

of the Des :\Ioines District, Iowa, for the 
appointment of Br. John X. Davis as Bish
op's agent for that district, I hereby an
nounce that I accept said nomination and 
appoint him, trusting that it will be the 
means of doing much good. 

I. L. ROGERS, Presiding Bishop. 

Pottawattamie District. 
Br. Jam es Caffall wishes us to correct the 

notice in Herald of June 15, by inserting 
that the second Saturday in Jt1ly falls on the 
8th, when the conference will convene, and 
not on the 13th. 

BORN. 
At. London, Ontario, June 9, 1876, to Br. 

and Sr .. Tames and Lydia Tankard, a son~ 
MARRIED. 

At London, Ontario, June !J, 1876, Br. 
John Harney to Sr. Ann Johnston, both of 
London, Ontario. 

0, may God bless the two, 
And guard their feet aright; 

That they may keep the prize in view, 
And reign with him in light. J. J, C. 

At Newman's Grove. Madison county, 
Nebraska, June 4th, 1876, by Elder Heman 
C. Smith, Br. Hyrum O. Smith to Sr. Harriet 
:L\Iasters. 

0, God protect the happy pair, 
O'er them extend thy loving care; 
And whilst they Uve a life of love, 
0, may they trust in One aboYe. 

DIED. 
Near Oroville, Butte, Co., California, Jan. 

27, 1876, Cyril·Benarde, a native of Canada, 
aged 53 years. Br. Cyril was raised n 
Catholic, but he heard our elders preach in 
1867, and joining the church, he remained 
a faithful member till his death. 

WM. ::\IcLEAN. 
Near Roberts, Ford Co., Illinois, April 

25th, 1876, Sr. Hannah Moore, aged nearly 
72 years. She was the wife of Mr. Joseph 
Moore. and mother of Br. Wm. A. Moore. 
She w~s a member of the Victoria branch, 
Knox Co., Illinois, near which she with her 
family resided many ye~rs. A faithful dis
ciple of Christ, she died in the triumph of 
gospel faith. Just previous to her death, 
as often before, she bore faithful testimony 
to her knowledge of the truth of the gospel, 
and with anxious solicitude entreated her 
husband to embrace it. She sleeps in Christ. 

W.W.B. 
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At Keokuk, Iowa, May 25th, 1876, Mary 
l\I. Durfee, aged 7 years, 6 months and 9 
<lays. 

Also on May 27th, Sarah A. Durfee, 
aged 5' years, 5 months and 5 days. Both 
died of diptheria. They were the children 
of Br. and Sr. B. F. Durfee, who must 
keenly feel the loss of these little ones. 

At West Oakland, California, May 22, 
1876, Sarah Dungan, wife of Thomas Dun
gan, aged 62 years and 5 months. She was 
baptized at String Prairie, Lee county, 
fowa, July 5, 1861, by Elder John Shippy. 

Near Hydesvile, Cal., l\Iay 15th, 1876, Br. 
Asa W. Lane, aged 64 years. He died full 
in the faith of the Latter Day Work. He 
was a, native of North Carolina. 

A DREAM. 

Comrades, I've again been dreaming,
Half awake and half asleep,

:Dreamed that I, with many others, 
Stood before the judgment seat. 

By the Judge there stood an angel, 
In his arms he bore a scroll, 

~And my Ii fe was spread before me, 
As its leaves he did unroll. 

Oh! how dark were many pages, 
Filled with worldly care and strife; 

'Oh! how few the deeds recorded 
Worthy of eternal life. 

Thoughts repulsive and unhely, 
Fraught with bitterness and pain; 

'Thoughts which I had tried to bury, 
Hoping ne'er to ,meet again. 

Then the Savior turned toward me, 
Showed his hands and wounded side, 

-Said, in accents low and tender, 
"Daughter, speak; for thee I died. 

}fake thy plea; I still will hear thee. 
Why didst thou so often stray, 

\Vith the Spirit's light to guide thee, 
From the straight an~ narrow way?" 

'l'hough the memory of my errors 
Sent the crimson to my cheek, 

His kind visage reassured me, 
And I summoned voice to speak. 

-"I have loved my neighbor truly; 
Pardoned all who injured me; 

Tried though oft I failed in duty;
This I make my only plea." 

Then the angel dipped his :fingers 
In the stream from Calvary, 

Passed his hand across the record, 
Leaving it fr9m blemish free. 

Then I knelt, in grateful homage, 
At my dear Redeemer's feet, 

Listened to his words of welcome, 
Softly tender, low, and sweet. 

But the angel spoke, in accents 
Half reproving and yet kind, 

"This is but a dream of warning
Keop the lesson in thy mind. 

-Oo, thy day of life is lengthened; 

Live to plead for truth and right; 
By thy faith for work he strengthened, 

God shall gird thee for the fight." 

Comrades,. 'tis a day of warning, 
Not of idle words and strife; 

Ye, who love the Lord's appearing, 
Wake, and rise to nobler life. 

MORMONIA. 

Addresses. 
John J. Cornish, box 163 B, London, On

tario. 
Wm. McLean, Wheatland, Yuba Co., Cal. 
Charl.es Derry, Deer Creek, Madison Co., 

Nebraska. 
John H. Hansen, Farmington, Graves 

county, Ky. 
J. S. Patterson, care John Traxler, Louis

ville, Ontario. 
E. C. Briggs, care John Traxler, Louis-

ville, Ontario. · 
Alexander H. Sm;th, Andover, Harrison 

countv, l\'Io. 
M. I-I. Forscutt, c~re R. llI. Elvin, N~h

raska City, Neb. 
Heman C. Smith, box 78, Oakdale, Ante

lope county, Nebraska. 
John C. Foss, Machias, Maine. 
John T. Davies, box 38, Cherokee, Craw

ford county, Kansas. 
David Dancer, box 50, Plano, Kendall 

county, Illinois. 
Jam es Kemp and Albert Bishop, Stewarts

ville, DeKalb county, Missouri. 
Peter Canavan, West Oakland, Alameda 

county, California. 

ll'lience They Originated. 
Spinach is a Persian plant. 
Horseradish is a n\ttive of England. 
l\Ielons came from Asia. 
Filberts came from Greece. 
Quinces came from Corinth. 
The turnip came from Rome. 
The peach came from Persia. 
Sage is a native of the south of Europe. 
Sweet ma1~joram is a native of Portugal. 
The bean is said to be a native of Egypt. 
Damsons came from Damascus. 
The nasturtian came from Peru. 
The gooseberry is indigenous to Great 

Britain. 
The pea is a native of the East and West 

Indies. 
Apricots are indigenous to the plains of 

Armenia. 
The cucumber was a tropical vegetable. 
Capers grew wild in Greece and North 

Africa. 
The walnut is a native of Persia, the 

Caucuses and China. 
Pears were brought from the east by the 

Romans. 
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The clove is a native of the Malacca is
lands, as also is the nutmeg. 

Cherries were known in Asia as far back. 
as the seventeenth century. 

Garlic ·came to us first from Sicily and 
the shores of the Mediterranean. 

Asparagus was a wild sea coast plant, 
and is a native of Great Britain. 

The tomato is a native of South America, 
s.nd takes its name from a Portugese word. 

Parsely is said to have come from Egypt, 
and mythology tells us it was used to adorn 
the head of Hercules. 

Apples were brought from the East by the 
Romans. The crab-apple is indigenous to 
Great Britain. 

The cantaloupe is a native of America, 
and so called from the name of a place near 
Rome where it was first cultivated in Eu
rope. 

The onion first came from India. 
Cloves comes to us from the Indies. 

Nothing to Do. 
We saw the man who can't find anything 

to do, the ot.her day. In fact, we have seen 
him every day for weeks and months. It 
isn't that oTd, feeble and wornout wreck of 
humanity, who drags his limbs painYully 
along the street. He couldn't do a.ny work 
if he found it, poor fellow, though heaven 
knows he needs what the wages of toil 
would procure. He can only beg, now, n.nd 
hard enough work he finds to get a living 
at tha.t. The individual whom we have in 
mind is a young man in the vigor of life. 
Indulgent nature has endowed him with a 
hoarty constitution, strong arms and a mus
cular form. He was never sick a day in his 
life and has the use of all his limbs and fac, 
ulties; and yet., piteous thought, this young 
:man can't find anything to.do. We know 
he can't, because he says so. He has spong
ed on all his friends, and never has a cent, 
unless he can borrow it. When he isn't sit-. 
ting by a saloon table fondling the handle 
of a beer mug, he is standing on some pop
ulous street corner, looking for work, we 
suppose. The anxiety of that young man 
for work is something quite touching. But 
he wants a good job, of course. · He has 
been out of work for a long time, but he is 
just as particular now as he was when he 
first started out to hunt employment, or pre
tended to. We have seen him sitting on the 
postoffice steps for hours, as if with a faint 
expectation that the postmaster might re
sign and he be called in to fill the vacancy. 
We have observed him halt in front of the 
railroad office, seemingly hesitating wheth
er he hadn't better step in and inquire if they 
wanted a Superintendent. Work? of course 
he would if he could only get a good job. 
Good jobs are around hunting up just such 
young men, too; but somehow they :giiss 

him. He sees people in good easy positions, 
and he wonders why he can't fix himself 
that way. He would scorn to accept any 
position he considered menial, and he is too 
lazy to embrace any opportunity to perform 
hard work, and so goes along from day to 
day, hunting a "situation,'' as he would tell 
you, and sinking deeper and deeper into. 
the slough of confirmed loaferism. There 
are many whom this coat will fit.-Newark 
(N. J.) Sunday Call. 

Ifonsas. 
The statistics of Bourbon county, Kansas, 

foot up as follows: 
Improved land, _fenced 151,503 acres, 

improved land, not fenced 39,692 acres, 
winter wheat 2, 915 acres, rye 135 acres, 
corn 62, 970 acres, oats 8,835 acres, buck
wheat 1,211 acres, potatoes, Irish 1,470 ac
res, potatoes, sweet GO acres, sorghum 82 
acres, castor beans 1,381 acres, cotton 18 
acres, flax 2, 169 acres, tobacco 39 acres, 
broom corn 216 acres, millet and Hungarian 
l,\J33 acres, timothy, meadow 262 acres, 
clover, meadow 204 acres, prairie, meadow, 
26,346 acres, timothy, pasture 7,345 acres, 
blue grass, pasture 26 acres, prairie, pas-
ture 23,215 a.cros, gn,rden produce, market
ed $4,241, poultry and eggs $3,808, pounds 
of cheese 3,991, pounds of butter 272,311, 
:So. of horses 5,000. No. of mules and asses 
1340, milch cows No. of other ca.tile 
11,850, No. of 70, No. of swine 
7,882, value of aninrnls slaughtered or sold 
for slaughter $128,031, pounds of wool 
7,3G6, acres of nurseries 265, No. of apple 

54, 31.), I>T o. of pear trees, 
No. of peach trees, bea.ring 

of plum trees, bearing 1, 93G, 
trees, beu.ring 16.506, No. of 

apple trees, not bearing 139,886, No. of 
not bea.ring 2,514, No. of peach 

42.217, No. of plum trees, 
~ o. of cherry trees, :not 

, acres vineyards 2Q2, stands 
pounds of honey 7,623, pounds 

Three ll!.ints Worth 'l'aldng. 
1. Kever attempt to do anything that is 

not ri.ght. Just so surely as you do, you 
will get into trouble. Sin always brings 
sorrow sooner or later. If you even sus
pect that anything is wicked, do it not until 
you are sure that your suspicions are 
groundless. 

2. When yon do attempt anything that is 
right, go through with it. Be not discour
aged. Form habits of perseverance. Yield 
not to sloth, and sleep and fickleness. To 
resist all these will not be easy, but you 
will feei that you have done right when you 
get through. 

3. Do not waste your money. Perhaps 
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you have very little. Then take Jhe more 
oare of it. Besides helping to spread the 
gospel, buy some good books and read them 
well. A good book is one of the best things 
in the world. If you cannot buy as many 
as you need, borrow from others and return 
them safe and sound. Never let a book lie 
where it may be injured. 

"Enry Man a Brick." 
Plutarch, in his "Life of Agesilaus," 

King of Sparta, gives us the origin of the 
quaint and familiar expression.· 

On a certain occasion, an Ambassador 
from Epirus, on a diplomatic mission, was 
shown by the King over his capital. The 
Ambassador knew that though only nomin
ally a King of Sparta, he was yet ruler of 
Greece-and he looked to see massive walls 
rearing aloft their embattled towers for the 
defense of the chief towns; but he found 
nothing of the kind. He marveled much at 
this, and spoke of it to the King. 

"Sire." he said, "l ha.ve visite,\i Tuost of 
the principal towns, and find no walls rear
ed for their defense. Why is this?" 

"Indeed, Sir Ambassador," replied Ages
its,us. "thou ,canst not have looked careful
ly. 'came with me, to-morrow morning, 
and I will sho y thee the walls of Sparta." 

On the following morning the King led 
liis guest out upon the plain, where his 

we o drawn up in battle array, and, 
proudly to the senied hosts,, he 

f'ilid: 
thou beholdest the walls of 

men, and every man a 

---,~--~ 

>:~The Co:u::a:::n.1on PeQpie" is a large, live, 
healthy, first-class illustrated, 16 page monthly, re
ligious family paper, [sjze of Harper's Weekly, 32x±G 

full of good readingJ true stories, pictuf/.;)S, music, 
poetry and common sense! No politics, sec· 

tarin.nism, controversy, advertisements, continued sto
ries, puffs, pills or patent medicines admitted. Agents 
wanted everywhere l Single copies 10 cents, $1 per 
year in advance; to ministers, 60 cents. Order it of 
yonr news agent, or of the pub lister. Sent post paid 
three mouths to any address for 10 cents, or to minis
,t;ers free, by the publisher, 

II. L. Hastings, Boston, Mass. 

HrnTS TO TATTLERs.-The heights and re
cesses of Mount 'l.'aurus are said to be much 
infested by eagles, who are never better 
pleased than when they can pick the bones 
of a crane. Cranes are prone to cackle and 
make a noise, (Isa. 38: 14), and particulary 
so when they are flying. The sound of their 
voices arouses the eagles, who spring up at 
the signal, and often make the talkative 
travelers pay dearly for their imprudeJlt 
ehattering. 'l.'he older and more experienced 
eranes, sensible of their besetting foible and 
the peril to which it exposes them, take care 

before venturing on the wing to arm them
selves with a stone large enough to fill the 
c;avity of their mouths, and consequently to 
impose unavoidable silence on their tongues, 
and thus they es'll'lpe the danger. Reader, 
hast thou an unruly tongue? Learn a lesson 
from the elder cranes, and bridle thy tongue 
by watchfulness and prayer, that thou may
est say with the Psalmist, "I said, I will 
take heed to my way, that I sin not with 
my tongue." 

"Union in C.hrist" is an excellent union, un~ 
denominational illustrated monthly; 50 cents a year, 
30 cents to ministers and agents. Sent on trial three 
months for 10 cents, or to canvassers three months 
free, with best terms to agents. Address H. A. KING, 
37 Park Row, New York. Box 2289. 

FORSCUTT AND SHINN DISCUSSION. 

DISCUSSION BETWEEN 

REV. JOHN L. SHINN, 
Of the Universa!ist Church, and 

ELDER MARK H. FORSCUTT, 
Of the Reorganized Church of .Jesus Christ 

of Latter Day Saints. 

J. L. Shinn affirms that "The Bible teaches 
that the Coming of Christ to judge the 

World is now past." 
Mark H. Forscutt affirms that "The Bible 

teaches the Literal Resurrection of the 
Body from the Grave." 

Price: Cloth, 75 cts.; Paper, 50 cts . . L 

11he discussion lasted four days, and makes 
a book of 19± closely printed pages 

LITHOGRAPH PICTURE OF NAUVOO 
TEMPLE, 18 x 26 Inches, 

Sent by mail, carefully packed, for $1.25. 

NOTICE. 
"\Yhen changing your place of residence, or desiring 

your paper sent to a different post-office, be particular 
in giving, in full, the name of the post-office, county, 
and state where you had been last receiving it, and 
distinctly state the name of the post-office, county and 
state to which you wish your paper sent in the futuree 

If your paper has been going in a package, state 
whose. 

When mailing a letter, whether in a railroadcar, on 
a steamboat, or while visiting at a friend's, in every 
instance give your own add-ress where you are taking 
your paper. 

When taking subscriptions for HERALD and HOPE be 
particular in giving the correct address of the "·new 
subscriber.'' 

If your paper has been discontinued, state where 
you have last been taking it, and the time it was stop
ped. 

THE TRUE LATTER DAY SAINTS' HERALD is published 
SEMI-MONTHLY, at Plano, Kendall Co., IlJinois-, by the 
Board of Publication of the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. and is edited by 
.JosEPH SMITH and HENRY A. STEBBINS. $2.15 per year· 

All remittances, orders, and business communica .. 
tiona intended for the office of publication, must b9 
directed to Henry A. Stebbins, Boz 50, Plano, Kendall 
Cb., ills. All sums over Five Dollars should be sent by 
Draft on Chicago, Post Office Order on Plano, by regis
tered letter, or by Express. Remittances sent in any 
othel' manner will be at the risk of the sender. 
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"HEAIUr!lN TO TRE WORD 07 TEE Lm-;:Dj P\..!.t 'fJ.I.Im.E BEA.LL KOT A!\'Y h:U.J~ AMONG YOU HA"V1l 8.A.V:R I:? B:I 
·.)NX mr:&; .AND CONCUBil\"l'iB H3l SFI!J.,L B:AYE "Eo-::.r£.."~·Book of . .Mornwn. 

H WHEN T:EB P .. IGRT.IWTI5 Alm !N AUTHORITY} T.Hl! PEOPLE R::!JJOI0)i j lWI' WHl!N THi: WICKED BE.!.RE'.l'E 
RULE~ THE PEOPLE MOVRN."-Pro-v. 29: 2. 

Vol. 23. PLAl'W, II.L., JULY 15, 18713. No.14. 

Giil·ii11g, au An Act of 
Wo:nihip. 

The Congregational Quarterly for Jan
•uary contains an admirable essay, on thi.s 
subject, written by the R,ev. Henry S. 
DeForest, a Congregational minister. 
The purpose of the writer of t1rn essay is 
to enforce the duty of "weekly system
atic giving" as "the rule of Christendom." 
·we extract some of the opening para
graphs: 

Eighteen hundred.years ago giving was 
certainly considered as much an act of 
worship as praying. Christ found fault 
with hypocrisy, but not with bringing 
alms. He scourged many things from 
the Temple, but he did not evict the 
system of offerings. That had been there 
from the beginning; indeed it was older 
than the Temple; it was there first, and 
the Temple was built around i.t. It W?.s 

older than the Tabernacle; older than 
Moses and his laws; older than.Jacob, who 
vowed to give t.he tenth of all; older 
than Abraham, who paid tithes to IlieJ .. 
·chizedek. It is a part of natural reli
gion; it has been held a duty from the 
'beginning, and as such has been observed 
by men of all colors and habits and t.imes, 
and in all quarters of the globe. It is 
·not peculiar to the Christian system, nor 
is it enjoined alone in Revelation. Clas
sical writers tell us that it was a custom 
among their people to consecrate thank
offerings to the gods. One says, "As 
soon as the harvest was got in, before 
they had tasted of the fruits, they offered 
their libations. They held their fields 
:and cities as gifts from the gods, and. 
they consecrated a part for temples and 

cshrines, where they might worship 
Whole No. 350. 

them." IJ uclassica1 heathen, as the ab. 
originees of this country, were not un
schooled in the doctrine · of offerings. 
1Yherever worshippers have been found, 
men have worshipped by giving gifts. 

vV e conclude, then, that the consecra
tion of treasure, like the consecration of 
time, has been held a duty from the be
ginning; the Sabbath and the thank
offol'ing run back to the origin of the 
race; they 1rnve both been known since 
the first suppliant lifted voice and heart, 
with the smoke of incense, to the Father 
above. 1'.Ioses, indeed, enforced, but he 
did not originate them. Before Abra
ham or Moses was, they were. It has 
been left for the moderns to discover that 
these twain, which God has united, 
should not g·o together; that the Sab
bath is too sacred for the bringing of 

; and that the confa:ibution-box is a 
andal in the house of the Lord. 
It ebould not be forgotten that temple 

worship made vo·11 much ofoblation. In 
the lan"guage of~. modern sinner, it was 
''Give, give, all the time." \Yell, why 
not? for it was Receive, receive. all the 
time. \Ye pay tribute' to the 'govern
ment, and no good citizen objects to it. 
Why not, then, by first-fruits and thank
offerings :recognize the authority and be
neficence of God? These temple gifts 
were continuous and various. The poor 
man's turtle-dove or young pigeon was 
accepted-ye&, and required. To give 
was his duty. So there was a place for 
the costlier offerings of the wealthy. Not 
only the bullock and the lamb without 
blemish, but the most precious stones, the 
purest gold, the finest of wheat and oil, 
the rarest and most ornate of needle-work, 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



418 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

and other rich gifts of heart or hand, were 
brought for the service of the Lord's 
house. The offerings made in the old-time 
worship were not the leavings, neither 
were theyjthe last. It was the first-fruits 
as well as the first.born son that were 
holy unto the Lord. The command ran 
thus : "Ye shall eat neither bread, nor 
oarched corn, nor green ears until the 
self same day that ye bring an offering 
:into your God." The entire Jewish 
system was saturated and interpenetrated 
with the idea of sacrifice and offerings. 
=\loses accepted and recognized this 
thought, which was world-wide, and had 
been held by worshippers from the first. 
He enforced it and expanded it, and it 
had full possession of the Jewish mind 
when Christ came and the Christian 
Church was established. 

This root-tho~ght that had so long 
grown and brought forth fruit to the 
Lord, did not then die. It was rather 
transplanted, and in the new Church it 
hrew with new vigor. It was watered 
by the Pentecostal baptism, and then 
became more fruitful than ever. They 
that had possessions sold them. To 
meet a pressing necessity they brought 
their all-not their tithes, but their 
houses and lands-and "distribution was 
made unto every man according as he 

country districts. The records of the· 
Apostles or the writings of Prophets are 
read as long as the time will allow; 
when the reading concludes, the presi" 
ding minister gives oral instructions. 
Then we all arise and offer up our pray
ers. ·when we have concluded our 
prayer, bread is brought in and wine 
and water." He speaks of the observ
ance of the Eucharist, and adds, "Those 
who are in a prosperous condition, ancl 
wish to do so, then give what they will, 
each according to his judgment. \Yhat 
is collected is placed in the hands of the
presiding minister, who assists with it 
orphans and widows, and such as from 
sickness or anv other cause are in dis
tress; and he" grants aid to those who· 
are in bonda,ge, to strangers from afar, 
and, in a word, to all who are in need.'7 

The early Church, we conclude, link
ed giving and paying together, and' 
to the advantage, too, of both. How 
the Church grew in those days! The 
disciple band was a great missionary so
ciety, but without any honorary mem
bers. All were active, few were rich; 
yet the Lord's treasury was never empty,, 
and the Church was foremost in every 
act of benevolence. Even the Apostate 
Julian confessed, "It is a shame for us 
that the impious Galileans should not 
only keep their own poor, but even many 

had need.'' ~n those Pentec?stal day~, of ours whom we leave to suffer." 
when convers10.ns. were a daily expen- 1 The Apostolic Church made much of 
ence, and Christian graces grew and ' g;vino· and considered it an inteO'r»l 
'.Jlossomed lik~ the flowers of Spring, giv- I p~rt ~"J:! wo~ship. We are not innova~r~, 
~ng was considered a p~rt, and a ri~?st ! then, but only returning to the old paths, 
H;1portantyart,. of worship; . Thos~ ms- I as we press this duty upon the Church 
c;p}es, trarned ~n the sysuem of tithes I to-day.. .,Ne have the best of authority 
~tnd temple offermgs, woul.d have thought for saying, not only, Let us sing, Let 
it very Strang~ to gather m a synagogue us pray, Let us read the vVord, but also, 
t0 pray and smg psalms and read the L"• us give. and as sinaina and prayin"' 
'UT d d " b [' vU ) b b 0 
1v or , an yet t? come empts: eiore should be hearty and general, so them 
the L?rd." J ustrn Martyr, a little l~- should be no monopoly in giving. As 
ter, gives an account of the way m commanded at the Feast of Unleavened: 
which Christians then kept the Sabbath. ·Bread, none should appear empty before 
He says, '.'Those of us w ?o have the the Lord. Every man, we are told, 
?leans assist al~ who are rn wan~, and should give as he is able, "according to 
m all our. oblat10ns we ble~s the Maker the blessing of the Lord thy God which 
of all thmgs through His Son Jesus He hath given thee."-The Churchman. 
Chris,t and through the Holy Ghos.t. 
On ithe day which is called Sunday, 
there is an assembly in the same place 
of aJl who live in the cities or in the 

The license to shoot game in Scotland 
amounts to $3,000,000 annually; or more 
than all the game is worth. 
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·"Death, 1'.io1•al or Spil·ituaJ," 
vVebster defines morality as "The re

lation of conformity, or non-conformity 
to the true moral standard or rule. The 
conformity of an act to the divine law 
or to the principles of morals." ' 

As all moral laws originate with God, 
and as the purpose of God in man's cre
ation was the well being and exaltation 
·of man spiritually and eternally, all his 
laws would be given with reference to 
that glorious purpose; hence those laws 
would be spiritual. We may call them 
moral, but that does not alter their na
ture. 

On pages 117 and 118 of Doctrine 
and Covenants, we are told: 

"Wherefore, verily I say unto you, that 
·a"ll things unto me are spiritual, and not at 
&ny time have I given unto you a law which 
was temporal, neither any man, or the chil
·dren of men; neither Adam your father, 
whom I created; for my commandments are 
spiritual." 

From reading the whole of this reve
aation we shall find what appears to us 
to be of a temporal nature only. is rually 
pertaining to the spiritual and eternal, 
and were created in the interest of man's 
·spiritual well being; and that the law 
giYen to Adam was a spiritual law. 

The question presented is this, Did 
Adam die a spiritual death before he 
died a literal death? Or. was "moral 
death the sequence of the 1.iteral death? 
(\Yhat is called by a writer "moral 
death" I understand to be the spiritual 
death.) 

Let the I,orcl answer. In the ele\ent11 
to twelfth paragraphs of the revelation 
referred to, He says, speaking of the 
transgression: 

"Therefore I the Lord God caused that he 
should be cast out from the Garden of Eden, 
from my presence, because of his transgress
ion; wherein he became spiritually dead, which 
is the.first death, even that same death, which 
~s the last death, which is spiritual. * * * 
But, behold, I say unto you, that I, the 
Lord God gave unto Adam and his seed, 
that they should not die as to the temnoral 
·death; until I, the Lord God, should 'send 
forth angels to declare unto them repent

. ance and redemption through faith on the 
name of mine only begotten Son; and thus 
did I, the Lord God, appoint unto man the 
days of his probation; that by his natural 

death, he might be raised. in immortality 
unto eternal life." 

In the minds of all Latter Day Saints, 
this will settle the question as to wheth
er Adam died a spiritual death; and 
will satisfy them that instead of the. 
spiritual death being a sequence, or fol
lowing "the literal" or natural death, 
that the natural death is the sequence 
of the spiritual death. 

The Book of Mormon, page 322, 
(English edition), says: 

"And now we see by this, that our first 
parents were cut off, both temporally and 
spiritually from the presence of the Lord; 
'-' * * therefore, as the soul (spirit) could 
never die, and the fall had brought upon 
all mankind a spiritual death as well as a 
temporal; that is, they were cut off from 
the presence of the Lord ; it was expedient 
that mankind should be reclaimed from this 
spiritual dea.th; therefore as they had be
come carnal, sensual and devilish by nature, 
this probationary state became a state for 
them to prepare; it became a preparatory 
state." 

Paul, in Ephesians second, shows that 
mankind were "Dead in trespasses and 
sins." Thus we see the three records of 
God's will agree that man became spir
ituallv dead. and that the natural. or 
tern poral de~th followed this spiritual 
death. 

One brother thinks, "God did not in
flict a moral death, neither will he in
flict a spiritual death." As the phrase 
moral death is 11ot to be found in the 
word of' God, and as I look upon it as 
onlv another name for "spiritual death!' 
I shall confine mvself to the latter ter~. 
It is evident f;om the tenor of the 
word that spiritual death was the con
comitant of disobedience, inseparably 
connected with it, "\Yherefore, I, the 
Lord G-od caused that he shouid be cast 
out from the Garden of Eden because of 
his transgression; whei·ein lie became 
SPIRITUALLY DEAD." I understand 
this latter clause to mean, that by or 
through his sin he became spiritually 
dead; that is, dead unto righteousness; 
dead unto that spiritual law. He could 
no longer claim its benefits, but must 
endure its curse, the penalty of' disobe
dience. God was not the cause of his 
spiritual death any more than he was 
the cause of his fall. 
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Since the penalty of a literal or natu
ral death had passed upon all men, ancl 
that fact was well known by the Jews, 
the death threatened in Ezekiel 15th, 
must have been the spiritual death. 
\Ye see nothing inconsistent in divine 
justice inflicting the penalty of a broken 
law. It is his sole prerogative. There 
was a redemption prepared from the first 
spiritual death. vVe know of none from 
the last. "As in Adam all die, so in 
Christ shall all be made alive,'' is said with 
l'eference to the first spiritual, as well as 
to the temporal death. "They can not 
be redeemed from their spiritual fall," 
is said of those who become the subjects 
of the last death, which is spiritual. 
1rhe fact that they did not have the 
Holy Ghost in the beginning, did not 
prevent them from becoming dead in 
trespasses and sins, or becoming spirit
ually dead. "The wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life." 

CHARLES DERRY. 

RciOll'l!nl.. 

Reform j you are at once downcast, 
no doubt, in considering this title to my 
composition ! So much of heated, angry 
debate, so much of idle talk and endless 
homilies, with so little real results in the 
line of reformation, so sad a contemptuous 
bitterness, follows the paths of reforms 
and reformers, that to mankind the very 
word has become seriously distasteful. 
How many brilliant minds have set out 
in the path of reformation and meeting 
obstacle after obstacle, have conquered 
themselves in a measure, and pushing 
forward have sprang into notice, became 
b.eated into strife and bitterness, until 
the line of their life replete with good 
has merged into a warfare merely par
tisan, sectional or, alas! individual. So 
the class of religionists and freethinking 
men have fallen into disrepute, and a 
great effort is often needed to interest 
any one in any species of reform. 

Social reforms, alas ! how sadly have 
men come to hate the very mention of 
them ; they never fail to terminate dis
astrously. One reason of this is because 
they excite the masses, a strong pitch of 
excitement is induced until the whole 

mass under influence are strung to the 
highest notch, and a feverish interest 
induced that ends in entire neglect and 
subsequent prostration, that has ever to 
be roused again by the freshness of new 
speakers, writers ancl singers, until the 
sore multitude are either most thorough
ly fleeced, or vibrate to as great an ex
treme in the other direction ; this is 
most generally the case. 

In regard to the subject of Theology, 
or the teaching of a belief in God, and 
attendant morality this is especially the 
case; and in no case do experienced men 
look for prostration mentally, and loose 
morality like they do immediately after 
a sweep of religious excitement. 

Men chosen by society to represent 
them, really and truthfully, beloved and 
chosen by the society find this much to 
contend with; that althotigh their best 
will, desire, supreme intention is toil
lustrate in life the value of their pre· 
cepts, that society, or the subjects bene
fitted by their discourse and example, 
are for the time untiring, they will not 
balance their leader, they use his talent 
for entertainment, merely observatory, 
merely as a delight and pastime. As 
long as this serves, the multitude will 
rejoice with them, and when this passes 
that man being unstrung or prostrated, 
or irritated, his self control is not that 
which under ordinary circumstances it 
might have been. He loses that gravity 
and decorum which with a change of 
habit is brought about. His people some
times see this in him, and ~ometimes do 
not; by and by a revolution occurs in 
b.im mentally and physically, and an
other reformer is laid awav from t11e-
minds of the people. " 

Any disturbance to the ordinary events 
of life is objectionable; for sometimes, 
humanity naturally illustrate that a de
gree of health, and developement, are 
attained without reform. This is very 
seldom and we state with solemn convic
tion that reforms are necessary. Such 
instances of perfection in humanity, are 
the result of fatherly, or motherly care;. 
or disastrorn~ personal conduct, and con
sequent reform. Objections to reforms 
such as we have stated above, apply to-
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l'eforn1ers also. T·he 1nore intensitv and 
exhausting anxiety the i:eformer" uses 
with display of attractive the 
iaeting impression he is 
Just in proportion to the 
strenf?th ?F a. re\orn1er just 
ancl hfe-lrn:e is tne 
form. 

::\Ioney to ~ ve1} substantial reforrr; is 
necessary. ..'.'\ othrng causes more uouole 
than this principle J..~.ndled; a;id 
the contribution box an eye sore 
both reformer and reforo.::1ed. \\'hen ·we 
carefully consider that money is 
valuable to an end, or trn attainment, 
and that it is ever subservient to mE 
best interests, reform can easily be sup
plied with all necessary abifay in that 
direction, as far as compatible with pro
bity and wisdom. 

Without reform the state of the 
country would be sad indeed. Thieving, 
shirking responsibility, plundering, and 
drinking, hasty bargaining, neglect of 
i'teady habits, real labor and its 
l'esults would ensue. 
churches, attendance, schools, 

ten~pe:ance, er!c. " - ~ n -, 

boc1ety suner.s ±ror:n .!acK: ot retorrn . 
. :..ftll those arts and graces, or solid a1e1it~ 
adorning her comfortable 
upon reform. Heads of 
personal and united 
upon the same. 

Sacrifice does not 
unhealthy irritability 
leads just w the opposite. 
any person from evil or 
one must be very cautious to advance 
steadily, entreatment, being kind 
in demeanor, and sincere enough in pre
cept. How necessary the weight of re
form for profitable lives we who }ook 
over the gans and lacks of our lives well 
know. W ~ often long with the weight 
of wisdom we now have, to retrace those 
footsteps and correct the errors then 
made. 

2 The principal reform question before 
mankind is the liquor subject, or what 
is commonly called the temperance ques
tion. How weary we are of that subject, 
yet how evil the idea struck at; how de
grading its energies. None may know 
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how hardly they toil who en tor the ranks 
it. How they Duffer who come 

bane we are 

true, !Jie appn'xh~U\te to the 
utn1ost nerfection. J'. ou CE.:n not work 

" in this work; no t'uccess at
tends such efforts.· Onietly, silently and 

hold i.;rion tho "indi
from "the practice. 

under the bands of it, 
v1c too well knovv. IIovv roany we can 
not and must not notice ; but tho 
list of r.lean-hearted, home-abiding eool 

if; indeed great; let us forget 
such a subject. 

Ask a common ordinary man in regard 
to t.hls subject, and he has nothing to 

ARk a worldly minded, rich man, 
he has a decided appearance in favor 

all abandonment of the temperance 
Ask a victim, his answer will 

the time of his wretched, dear 
he will tell you to go ahead. 

.A.sk ~1 fair father with sons growing up~ 
and he will never despair. A traitor in 
the reform camp is to them a desnicable 

Ask her who is afflicted 'by th0 
of one who drains this and 

'5 The rna~sses are wild without re" 
form. Some fair minded, faithful reach
er must ever lead them to better discre" 
tion. The barriers of old and eruol RU

perstit,ions, are ever irksome, and dt0-
spoil the full f'vi1ition of man's hoper: 
and liberties. Personal safety, and the 
he peaceful prosecutson of the proper 
dues and opportunities of life are impos
sible without reform. 

The e.xtremes of lavish liberality, im
morality and exacting superstition; na
tional, sectional, and religious hatred 
work the most disastrous warfare ; and 

. endless strife, feuds, and countless crimes, 
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occur. The little that humanity pays to 
their reforms is seldom spent in vain. 

To the effect that sectional, national 
and feudal hatred may disappear, reform 
in manners must inevitably be faithfuily 
pursued. It is the harsh and divergent 
mannerism of the stranger that gains to 
him the hatred of the native; this be
gets in return the like mannerism. For
bearance, one of the greatest virtues, is 
thus graven indelibly upon the nature, 
the result is peace, peace is the proper 
passage of time to civilization, reform is 
the basis of peace. A coarse, objectional 
manner can never develope wisdom and 
gain in reform ; it exhausts itself in dis
gusting exhibition of its own ruden~ss. 

Peaceful reform allows the expans10n 
of our energies in proper directions. 
Much that we could not otherwise gain 
is gained in this reform; for the bodily 
strength and mental vigor, curbed in, 
find it putting forth its energies in every 
direction in profitable effort. 

4. In language. Our language is now 
so universal, so graceful and so.simple, 
that to mar it becomes a cruelty. So, 
from the habitual use of the same we 
should prune every oath, evil adjective, 
and unnecessarily cruel expression. N ar
rowed to the expression of our wants; 
:mmediate salutation, ornamented with a 
few graces, will prove a better frame for 
r.,,christian's intention. 

5. ll'Iay a person partiy on the path 
of life reform from a long continued I 
habit, may it, can it be pos;Ib!e, or pe'r
missable? To the eyes of a philosopher 
alone there is some question. It holds 
generally that a person's markings, an
cestry, needs, and wants will influence 
their conduct alone, or should do so; 
that a person should consider a life in 
so wrecked a condition irrecoverable; 
that it must of necessity drift till there 
is complete wreck. Society indicates 
that a person so situated is past reform ; 
that once down a step, it can never arise 
again ; at least it was formerly so con
sidered or acted upon; in later times, 
however, a person is considered arising 
as soon as they form the resolution to 
amend. It is then permissable. No 
harder, more cruel doctrine could ever 

be taught, than to see a person debarred 
from reform. Nany a person has been 
reformed by that idea alone, the idea 
that they might never arise again dis
pleasuring them, they sought again the 
fair prospects of peace. 

6. To do this work, one must not 
only get r!d of morbid anxiety and mor
tification, but impatience also. Remorse 
is a gnawing mordant, but steadfast de
termination assumed at once, will set 
about the creation of a happier influ
ence more successful. Exalted happi
ness should not for a moment be indul
ged in in consequence of reform, there
by avoiding possible consequent greedi
ness, irritation and defeat. Gravely 
consider the sin, or the habit; its conse
quences and its force; have no fear, for 
fear is paralyzing; at once engage in 
other pursuits; make some other harm
less object your pleasure; regain the 
power of your will; pride yourself on 
will, but presume not. Too much hu
mility crushes the power of reform, 
while too much pride destroys the abil
ity to make solid progress, by giddiness. 
The clear conception of the nature of 
the crime, or habit, and its results, will 
the most readily explain to him the 
necessity for a different course than any 
other consideration. The greatness of 
his responsibility to God, and the fear 
of Hell, will more frequently frighten 
out of him any real courage, than any
thing else: Other hopes than those in 
any wise connected with evil j other en
tertainment besides that in any degree 
rebted to his enemy; any other haunts 
than those selected by the countenances, 
or abettors, will be needed to give him 
strength of purpose. To superintend a 
work of this kind in a life is something 
elevating, something ennobling. How 
good to see a young man or woman re
trieving their steps, retiring out of an 
enemy's country; trenching and walk
ing about their castle, or fort, with an 
unerring knowledge that it must be so 
done. Brave anything rather than a re
turn to the ways vacated, anything than 
that. To carry it lightly, as if you al
ready won power, and as if that easily 
besetting folly, whatever it be, were al
ready of the far past might be a help. 
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7. The progress of reform may meet free indulgers desire to get such an one 
with many disastrous reversions. One down. His trial is as by fire; if he sue. 
surrender to the glass is not defeat; one ceeds, as ma.ny have done, he will gain 
purloining of drift-wood is not a defeat; a position, that po3ition is a mark of 
the length of time elapsed between the envy. The working classes in manual 
acts of wrong considered, the longer I.he l11li:>r envy such a person, generally, as 
period the surer the prog~ess; retain do govern om, statesmen, and kb gs. 
your resolution you arc performing; a They gain, being central minds· tbeir 
longer stretch will next. be attained.- friends clothe tfiem, feed them. ' They 
suddenly the habit is forgotten as if it have saved thousands years of tranquil
never had been,-now curse him who ity. 'IV"e know what we have done 
crossing your path desires to put you how much we have resisted, but w~ 
on the same sliding scale of destruction. never take into consideration that these 

The progress of reform is attended reformers have pulled us out of the fire 
with health and strength; it begins to a thousand times. They have been 
plant its footsteps with surer hold, it scorched themselves; but what matter. 
must not return; hour by hour, some Tliey are berated by a certain class, who 
gaining good will accrue. 'I'o some the h~te everyth~ng that does not absolutely 
memory of your fault will never be ex- toil as they do. ·what shall be done in 
cused; the memory of fault will never, this dilemma. Do we need men whose 
never be excused; now, never investi. sole duty, whose absolute duty it is to 
gate such a person's character, never by save men from the evils they do? If 
any means ask them a question, for this they join the ranks of the laboring com
reason, they are hiding their own poor munity they must abandon their devo
misfortunes. Breast the wave \l'ith tion to reform. If they do not direct 
them, be meek as a dog but never o·o their energies in either direction, unless 
back again. By and by,' you will ne~d it be in connection with family and self, 
no resolution; you will never think of i that is the common assertion. Do we 
those ev~ls with desire, a theme of con- / nec;d such men, :nen whose lives can be 
tempt will they prove to you, and devoted to lookrng over the fields of 
feet will be firmer on the path of · hum'.lnity and saving them from the 
so sure, that you will not regret an/ curses lying like weights on the shou!-
thing, your fault will have bettered vou. and standing like snares in their 
~ The field o~ t.he minister, or pur~ re- Yvcneed them. \VesorelyneeC! 
rnrmer. A numster advocateB a creed 
generally. To this work is added the wbo will dare to be a reform. 
advocacy of morality. A Young man, do you avoid it. ,Jen. 
tific, or philosophical reformer have my cousin; Ann, my sister; Peter, 
never yet met with. Such a one would ~ny ; you, save yourselves from 
not countenance the gnawings of re- IL It is a severe labor. Sometimes 
morse a moment, however he might see it is rarely rewarded, crowned with 
the need of reform. The deeds of life fruit, sheltered and fed, and loaded with 
~o him would be but acts; and the pun- bles2i~gs; but more frequently its re-
1shments, or weaknesses despicable ina- ward is the consciousness of having done 
bilities that follow only consequences. good. I dare not say abandon the field 
The fear of any hell, save that which of reform, though I would like to do so. 
intemperance brings to the flesh, abides Elders and priest's, evangelists, philoso
not before the face of such an one. His phers, abandon the field awhile and give 
recommendations are just as strenuous the world a. rest.-that would s~it me 
as the others, however, but, the fallibil- better. Or, if yo~1 can not do so; if you 
ity oi his own nature keeps his mouth ai;e by nature. formed for this office, 
closed many times. . ~1de yourself 111 you; work, and go on 

That which I would say is, the field I rn secret; be craf~y m darkness to do 
of reform is not an ·n ·r A Th good, for the .souna of reform savors of 

' 1 vi mg on~. e years of weariness. 
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10. Again; do we need new exhorta- I that ten cents back again! You never 
tions to do gooc1? I will answer this I did let me get through a charity sermon 
~iuestion like thi~; although preaohi?g I ~ithout having so.mething to sweat 
IS a t!tate occupation, yet the young anse about." 
around us contin~aily; th,eir pl\t~.~ .. are 1 .... "Oh, and I ne~er shail, I never shall. 
as ours have been, from tne danfie1n we Ji ou can depend on me." 
incmre~}hy~ically, they p7obably ne:d 

1

. "I thir;k so .. l\Iany.· and rnany's the 
no salva-c1on, ,they must of co~rs,e i)e l'estless mght I've wanted to take you 
brave enough, out from our mencal and by the neck. If I could only get hold 
moral errors ,the,v must ~e sav,ed; from 

1 
of now;" 

these they must mall holmess oe saved; 1 no doubt. But I am not an 
then be p~tient with exhortati~n. A ass; I um only the saddle of an ass. 
ne': and _silent sy~ten~ of warmn,g,. or But go on, go on. You entertain me 
saving might be mst1tuted, someGhrng morn than I like to confess." 
like more work and less fun, or play. "T al d of th t (Y ·11 t ,.I h" . t t th I f l l. am ".a a " ou w1 no 
.i:: owever to t is 1!11P0 rtan ru · · e t mind my l"inir a little to kee in rac-
to call your attention. ·: ) 1 ~ h ~ . b p p 

p f 11 t '"h h f IJ r, 1'Ce. ~_,oo ere, not to e too personal, 
eace u Y res " e as es 0 "'6"orm- I think you are about the shabbiest and 

ers. n H S. ~. · most contemptible little shriveled-up rep-
------~--- tile that can be imagined. I am grateful 

A (;ouscience MnJt'<!h.lll'Cd. enough that you are invisible to other 
coNc1uDED. 

1 
people, for I should die with shame to be 

"l~ut come, now, answer me that ques- seen with such a mildewed monkey of a 
tion. Is there any way?" conscience as yon are. Now if you were 

"vVeiJ,·none that I propose to tell you, five or six feet higb, ancl"-
my son. I don't care what act you may come! who is to blame?" 
turn your hand to, I can straightway know." 
whisper a word in your ear and make you are i nobody else." 
you think you have committed a dread- you, I wasn't consulted 
:f\11 meanness. It is my unsiness-and ~-hcut your person.al appearance." 
my joy-to make you repent of every "I don't care, you had a good deal to 
thing you do. If I have fooled away do with it, nevertheless. When you 
any opportunities it was not intentional; or nine years old, I was sev-
I beg to assure you it was not intention- and as pretty as a picture." 
al." you had died young! So you 

"Don't worry; you haven't missed a have grown the wrong way, have you?" 
trick that I know of'. I never did a "Somo of us grow one way and some 
thing in all my life, virtuous or other- the other. You had a large conscience 
wise, that I didn't repent of within twen- if' you've a small conscience now, 
t,y.four hours. In church last Sunday there are reasons for it. How-
l listened to a charity sermon. first ever, both of us are to blame, you and I. 
impulse was to give three and You see you used to be conscientious 
fifty dollars; I repented of that and re- about a great many things; morbidly 
duccd it a hundred; repented of that so, I may say. It was a great many 
ancl reduced it another hundred; re- years ago. You probably do not remem
pented of that and reduced it another ber it now. w·ell, I took a great inter
hundred; repented of that and reduced est in my work, and I so enjoyed the an
the remaining fifty to twenty-five; re- guish which certain pet sins of yours 
pented of that and came down to fifteen; affiicted you with, that I kept pelting 
repented of that and dropped to two dol- at you until I rather overdid the matter. 
lars and a half; when the plate came You began to rebel. Of course I began 
around at last, I repented once more and to lose ground, then, and shrivel a little 
contributed ten cents. Well, when I -diminish in stature, get moldy, and 
got home, I did wish to goodness I had grow deformed. The more I weakened, 
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the more stubbornly you fastened on to 
those particular sins; till at last the 
places on my person that represent those 
vices became as callous as shark skin. 
Take smoking, for instance. I played 
that card a little tGo long, and los(;, 
When people plead with you at this 
late day to quit that vice, that old cal
lous place seems to enlarze and cover 
me all over like a shirt of ·;nail. It ex
erts a mysterious smothering effect; and 
presently I, your faithful hater, yonr 
devoted Conscience go sound asleen l 
Sound? It is no name.for it. I could~'t 
hear it thunder at such a time, You 
have some few other vices-perhaps 
eighty, or maybe ninety-that affect rne 
in much the same way." 

"This is flattering; you must be 
asleep a good part of your time." 

"Yes, of late years. I should be 
asleep all the time, but for the help I 
get." 

"Who helps yon?" 
"Other consciences. \Vhenever a 

person whose conscience I am acquaint
ed with tries to plead with you about 
the vices you are callous to, I get my 
friend to give his client a pang concern
ing some villiany of his own, and. that 
shuts off his meddling i:ind starts him 
off to hunt personal con solution. 
field of usefulness iB about 
down to tramps, buddin:c; 
and that line of now; but don't 
you worry-I'll harry you on them 
while they last'. ,Just your trust 
in me." 

"l think I can. IJu:: if y11r:. lrncl 
been good enough to mention these 
some thirty years ago, I dwuld hnve 
turned my particular attention 
and I think by this time I should 
only have had you pretty 
asleep on the entire list of 
but reduced to the size of a 
ic pill, at that. 
of conscience I am pining for. 
ly had you shrunk down to D" 

ic pill, and could get my hands on 
would I put you in a glass. case 
keepsake? No, sir. I would give you 
to a yellew dog? That is where 
ought to be-you and all your 

You are nob fit to be in society, in my 
opm10n. Now another question. Do 
you know a good many consciences m 
this section ?" 

"Pienty of them." 
"I would give anything to see some 

of them! Could you bring them l1ere? 
And would they be visible to me?" 

"Certainly not." 
"I suppose I ought have known that,. 

without asking. But no matter, you can 
describe them. Tell me about my neigh
bor Thompson's conscience, please." 

"Very well. I know him intimately; 
have known him many years. I knew 
him when he was eleven feet high and 
of a faultless figure. But he is very 
rusty and tough and misshapen, now, 
and hardly ever interests himself about, 
anything. As to his present size-well, 
he sleeps in a cigar box." 

"Likely enough. There are few small
er, meaner men in this region than Hugh 
Thompson. Do you know Robinson's 
con8cience ?" 

"Yes. He is a shade under four and 
a half feet high; used to be a blonde; 
is a brunette, now, but still shapely 
and comely." 

''\V ell, Robinson is a good fellow. 
Do you know Tom Smith's conscience?" 

"I have known him from childhood. 
He was thirteen inches high, and rather 
sluggish, when he was two years old
as nearly all of us are at that age. He 
is thirty-seven feet high, now, and the 
stateliest figure in America. His legs 
are still racked with growing pains, but 
he has a good time nevertheless. Nev
er sleeps. He is the most active and 
energetic member of the New England 
Conscience Club; is president of it. 
Night and day you can find him pegging 
away at Smith, panting with his labor, 
sleeves rolled up, countenance all alive 
with enjoyment. He has got his victim 
splendidly dragooned, now. He can 
make poor Smith imagine that the most 
innocent little thing he does is an odious 
sin; and then he sets to work and al. 
most tortures the soul out of him about 
it." 

"Smith is the noblest man in all this 
section, and the purest; and yet is al-
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ways breaking his heart bec.ause he can I' affecting him. His body was drooping 
not be good? Only a conscience could forward; he seemed about to fall from 
:find pleasure in heaping agony upon a the bookcase. My aunt continued: 
spirit like that. Do you know my aunt I "And think how you have neglected 
Mary's conscience?" 'I my poor protege at the almshouse, you 

"I have seen her at . a distance, but dear hard-hearted promise-breaker!" 
am not acquainted her She lives in r. blushed scarlet, and my tongue was 
the open air altogether, because no door I tied. As the sense of my guilty neglig
is large enough to admit her." ence waxed sharper and stronger, my 

"I can't believe that. Let me see. Conscience began to sway heavily back 
Do you know the conscience of that and forth i and when my aunt, after a 
publisher who once stole some sketches little pause, said in a grieved tone: 
of mine for a series of his and then left "Since you never went once to see her, 
me to pay the law expens~s I had to in- :nay be it will not dist~ess you now to 
cur in order to choke him off?" know that that poor child died months 

"Yes he has a wide fame. He was ago, utterly friendless and forsaken!" 
exhibited, a month ago, with some other :My Conscience could no longer bear up 
antiquities, for the benefit of a recent under the weight of my sufferings, but 
Member of the Cabinet's conscience, tumbled headlong from his high perch 
that was starving in exile. Tickets and and struck foe floor with a dull, leaden 
fares were high, but I traveled for noth- th;xmp. He lay the~e writhing with 
ing by pretending to be the conscience pam an.d. quakmg with apprehension, 
of an editor, and got in for half price by but strarnrng every muscle in frantic ef
xepresenting myself to be the co11science forts to up. In a fever of expect
of a clergyman. However, the publisher's anoy I sprang to the door, locked it, 
conscience which was to have been the placed my back against it, and bent a 
main feature of the entertainment, was a watchful gaze upon my struggling mas
failure-as an exhibition. He was there ter. Already my fingers were itching 
b ' j , • t' . d k ut what of that? The management had uO oegm nmr mur erous wor •. 
provided a microscope with a magnify- "Oh, what can be the matter!" ex
ing power of only thirty thousand diam- claimed my aunt, shrinking from me, 
eters, and so nobody got to see him, af. and following with her frightened eyes 
ter all. There was great and general the direction of mine. My breath was 
dissatisfaction, of course, but"- coming in quick gasps now, and 

Just here there was an eager foolstep my excite&.Clit w~s almost uncontroll-
on the stair; I opened the do0r. and my able. aunt cried out: 
aunt Mary burst into the room.' It was I "Oh, do not look so! You appall me! 
a joyful meeting, and a cheery bombard- I 9h, what c~!' th~_ matter be? What is 
ment of questions and answers concern- ic see ( \\ hy do you stare so? 
ing family matters ensued. By and by you work your fingers like 
my aunt said-

"But I am going to abuse you a little woman!" I said, in a hoarse 
now. You promised me the day I saw whisper. "Look elsewhere; pay no at
you last, that you would look after the 1 ten ti on t•J me; it is nothing-nothing. 
needs of the poor family around the I am often this way. It will pass in a 
corner as faithfully as I had done it my- moment. It comes from smoking too 
self. vVell, I found out by accident that much." 
Y.ou failed of your promise. Was that My injured lord was up, wild-eyed 
right?" I with terror, and trying to hobble to. 

In simple truth, I never thought of ward the door. I could hardly breathe, 
that family a. second time: And now I was so wrought up. My aunt wrung 
such a splintering pang of guilt shot her hands, and said: 
through me'. I glanced up at my Con- "Oh, I knew how it would be; I 
science. Plainly my heavy heart was knew it would come to this at last! Oh, 
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I implore you to crush out that fatal 
habit while it may yet be time! You 
must not, you shall not be deaf to my 
supplications longer!" My struggling 
Conscience showed sudden signs of weari
ness. "Oh, promise me you will throw 
off this hateful slavery of tobacco !" 
}ly Conscience began to reel drowsily, 
and grope with his hands-enchanting 
spectacle! "I beg you, I beseech you, 
I implore you! Your reason is desert
ing you! There is madness in your 
eye! It flames with frenzy r Oh, hear 
me, hear me and be saved l See, I 
})lead with you on my very knees!" As 
she sank before me my Conscience reel
ed again, and then drooped languidly to 
the floor, blinking toward me a last sup
plication for mercy, with heavy eyes. 
"Oh, promise, or you are lost! Prom
ise, and be redeemed! Promise! Prom
ise and live !" With a long-drawn sigh 
my conquered Conscience closed his 
eyes and fell fast asleep ! 

·with an exultant shout I sprang past 

eight persons during the first two week£ 
-all of them on account of ancient 
grudges. I burned a dwelling that in
terrupted my view. I swindled a widow 
and some orphans out of their last cow, 
which is a very good one, though not 
thoroughbred_, I believe. I have also 
committed scores of crimes, of various 
kinds, and have enjoyed my work exceed
ingly, whereas it would formerly have 
broken my heart and turned my hair 
gray, I have no doubt. 

In conclusion I wish to state, by way 
of adve1tisement, that medical colleges 
desiring assorted tramps for scientific 
purposes, either by the gross, by cord 
measurement, or per ton, will do well to 
examine the lot in my cellar before pur~ 
chasing elsewhere, as these were all se-
lected and prepared by myself, and can 
be had at a low rate, because I wish to 
clear out my stock and get ready for the 
sprinf.; trade.--llfark Twain in Atlanti'.c 
for June. 

my aunt, and in an instant I had my The .Problelln of Pauperi!mm. 
life-long foe by the throat. After so .Jfr. Editor:-There seems to be a 
many years of waiting and longing, he tendency, at the present time, in nearly 
was mine at last. I tore him to shreds every nation-every christian nation at 
and fragments. I rent the any rate--to furnish mankind with any 
to bits. I cast the bleeding in- amount of legislation, in all directions, 
to the fire, and drew into my no~trils except in that that would improve the 
the grateful incense conditions of the poor and toiling mass-
At last, and forever, my es. 
dead! Each year as it rolls around, seems to 

I was a free man! I tutned increase the number of the helpless and 
poor aunt, who was almo~t the destitute in England and the United 
terror, and shouted: north and south, without any 

"Out of this with your pac:pero, hope the coming years bringing bet-
charities, your reforms, your ter prospects. The great question now, 
morals! You behold before among the wise and the philanthropic 
whose life-conflict is done, "\Vhat shall be done to prevent the 
at peace,· a man whose heart is dead to ct- t d · f ~nor,i:ious an s ea y mcrease o pauper-
sorrow, dead to suffering, dead to re- rnm ?,' 
morse; a man WI'I'HOU'l' A CONSCIENCE! The New York Sun, of last week, has 
In my joy I spare you, I could a leader of a full column long, under 
throttle you and never a pang! the head of "The problem of pauper-
Fly !" ism," but seems to be as much at a loss 

She fled. Since that :-:riv life is for an antidote, or a solution to the 
all bliss. Bliss, unalloyed " Noth- question, as most of its cotemporaries. 
ing in all the world could persuade me ' That pauperism could ever get a firm 
to have a conscience again. I settled foothold, or ever become a permanent 
all my old outstanding scores, and be- institution in these United States, where 
gan the world anew. I killed thirty- "earth is blessed with all that life coulcl 
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·ask, and especially that au(e bodied 
men, and even mechanics of the highest 
order and skill, couicl ever here be re
·duced to the necessity of living on pub
lic charity, and to the level of Irish 
poor in Ireland's poorest time, brings 
one at least to the verge oJ' the rnarvol
ous. 

It is a most absorbing fact too, tha,t 
;as the power to manufacture and pro
duce the necessaries of life increases, so 
pauperism, want and distress among the 
lower classes increase and prevail; and 
the only remedy that s-eems to present 
itself to the "ten thousand parson pow
er," and a whole army of political 
priests and Levites is the eternal, ine
vitable and degrading "soup-house" and 
"lodging-house," and some othe:r 
"enlightened· institutions!' 
lustrious individuals may often be hs::n·d 
boasting of the beauties of 
and the enlightenment of the 
age, compared with tho state 
when God spake to their prophets; and 
those ages that have since intervened, 
when people did not have 
and did not know how to provide for 
paupers. But notwithstanding we can 
not but confess that these institutions 
are a sad comment upon "the wisdor;.1 and 
intelligence, both of the one and Ll\8 
other. "Wherever such a state of 
exists, there is the evidence of a most. 
blind and diseased state of the public 
affairs,-a most reckless disregard to the 
permanent wants and welfare of a very 
useful and considerable part of tho pop
ulation. 

There is, however, after all, some
thing cheering and encouraging in a 
single paragraph of the Sim's article 
upon pauperism: 

"'fhe fact is," it says, "that in t.l:ie pres
ent state of human nature, pauperism is an 
unavoidable evil. It is a result of the same 
mental and physical corruption of tbe re"ce, 
which produces fraud, oppression, Yiolenc0 
and crime of all sorts. Only when these 
are completely eradicated, will pauperism 
be eradicated; and that will be when, by 
the general progress of events, men corne 
into a better knowledge of the divine l:lws, 
and a more willing obedience to them." 

Yes, yes, friend or whoever 
you may be; that, we are satisfied, is 

I quite true. The divine law in any age 
I is the only remedy for all evil, religious, 

I 
political, social and individual. We 
cotcld sincerely hope that such a glorious 

I time were near, and that so happy a 
I :onsnmmation would soon o-:ertake us; 
I but we are too sadly convmced that 
I bands will be shaken over more than 
I one ''bloody chasm" before so desirable 

an event will come about. And though 
neither a prophet, nor the Son of a 
prophet, we believe that since the world 
began up to this present time, the wick
ed one, the enemy of man, has never yet 

odds reaped so rich a harvest 
and blood, as he will reap in this 
generation. Yes, if men who 

ar,3 now forty, fifty and sixty years old, 
do not see foat most dread event before 

die, our judgment will be greatly 
that is all. 

into a better knowl
laws, and a more wil

obedience to them," human creeds 
confessions of faith will have been 

thrown to the winds, and the founda
tion of everv man's f~ith will be in the 

' eternal words of God 
and apostles. "\Yhen 
of God will no longer 

about their creeds as men carry 
tom:terfeit money, afraid to test 

the genuine standard and re
fo,,,, to meet to[£ether, for the purpose of 

eorrect knowledge of the 
. , God without, fear, or hope. of 

favoc' Hom any and wnen any question 
of man arises, the 

shall be, "What does the 
in regard to it?" Then 

for man, and not till 

"'I'he sacr·ecl writings are a system of 
unsophisticated :reason, proceeding 

the imraaculate rrlind of God; in many 
places it is true, vastly elevated beyond 
what th0 reason of man could have devised 

found out, but in no case contrary to hu
They are addressed not to 

but t~ the reason of man; ev· 
is urged with reasons of obe

; and eve1·y y1romise and threatening 
founded on the most evident reason and 

'Ib.e v;ho1i::, therefore, are to be 
understood, and rationally inter

w:10 would discharge 'reason 
!hi31 its TI(;Qlest province, is a friend in 
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'his heart to the anti-christitln maxim, •Ig
norance is the mother of devotion.' Reve
lation and reason go hand in hand. '~ * * 
The doctrine which can not stand the test 
of rational investigation can not be true. 
The doctrines or principles already enu
merated, have stood this test: and those 
wtich shrink from such a test, are not the 
doctrines of divine revelation. We have 
gone too far when we Jfave said, •Such and 
Guch doctrines should not be subjected to 
rational investigation, being doctrines of 
pure revelation. 

"l know no such doctrines in the Bible. 
·the doctrines of this book are doctrines of 
eternal reason, and they are revealed be
cause they are such. Human reason could 
not have found them out; but when reveal
ed, reason can both apprehend and compre
hend th<:7m. 

not in strict conformity with tbe divine 
laws, reasonably truly and justly inter
preted, they must of necessity crus'h and, 
injure man. Every institution, every 
profession, every pursuit, and every call 
ing, not authorized nor countenanced 
by the divine laws, precepts, statutes, 
and commandments, must of necessity 
be at war wit,h the best interests of man, 
with his natural rights, with his present 
and everlasting welfare. Any man who 
opens his eyes may see this great truth. 

From all the knowledge that wise 
men get of God's law, they can arrive 
at no other conclusion than that. He 
commanded men to do so and so, be
cause it was in itself good, and continu

"It sees iheir perfect harmony among 
themselves; their agreement with the per- ally produced and brought forth good; 
fections of the divine nature, and their sov- and that he forbade men to do so and 
-ereign suitableness to the nature and state so, because such and such things pro· 
of man. ''° * * In every question which in- duced and brought forth only evil con
"'7oh·es the eternal interests of man, the tinually. By taking any one of these 
holy Scriptures must be appealed to, in 
·union with :reason their great commentator. commandments and examining it for a 
He who forms his creed without these, may moment, the truth of this is apparent. 
•believe anything or nothing, as the cunning For instance: 
Sf others, or his own capr~ces ma7 .dictate. "To ms,ny thou shalt give the more in
'l:iuman creeds ~nd confessrnns of r~~~h have heritauce, and to few thou shalt give the 
;:iften,-. been put m the place ?f the bible, to less; to every one shall his inheritance be 
«he~ msgrace both 0f reve{_atwn .aud reason. according to those that were number-

.'.N o man can, or. shou.d behevo a doc- of him." -N um. 26: 54. 
trme that contradicts reason. The more I · , 1• 
·knowledge increases, the more we shall see Could any po,1cy pursued by any na-
that reason and learning, sanctified by tion be more wise and just than this? 
·piety towards God, are the best iuterpr2ters Impossible. Is it any wonder that En
of the sacred oracles." gland to-day is literally swarming with 

The native truthfulness of the above paupers and beggars? So long has the 
extract from Adam Clarke's concluding policy been upheld there, that any man 
remarks upon the nature of the sacred may get all the land he can, and keep 
oracles, are my only excuse for inserting all he gets, to have and to hold for ever, 
them here. VVhen ten thousand years whether it be one acre, or a half million 
shall have passed away, and all earthly acres, whether he gets it by price, by 
dynasties, empires, and powers shall robbery, or by pillage; by knavery or 
have crumbled to ruin, and are no lonit- by piracy; by "gift from the crown," 
·er remembered, these words of Clarl~e or by legacy; that even the poor there 
will not only not have faded, but will, , have long since forgotten that they have 
with the ages as they roll by, have gath- any natural rights in this direction, that 
"erecl additional luster and will be classed a lord or a noble is bound to respect; 
among the brightest truths that have and with the great men all this is in 
:'edeemed man. >tcoordance with the most christian 

They are not sectarian, but have a enlightenment. 
Catholic-a universal application, every- "He fakes away my life who takes 
where, under all circumstances, in every away my means of living." England's 
clime, in every age, in every nation." manufacturing power is so vast and in, 

It follows then, that, wherever laws calculable, that she can at this present 
are made, :manners introduced, customs time easily manufacture all the cutlery 
followed, or creeds invented that are and dry g~ods needed by all nations of 
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the earth; but every nation, or most of I same time. A very good way too, one 
them, manufacturing more or less of should think, to learn the wisdom of 
these necessaries, the looms and shops 

1 
keeping out of debt, and a very sure 

of England must remain a great part of way for the creditor to come by his own 
the year idle or short. So if when they just dues. Compare this with our sys
are all active, employment cannot be ob- tern of mortgaging, and selling, in case 
tained only for a part of the working one is unable to meet his promises, and 
population, how can it be otherwise than our tricking and scheming by deeding 
that a very large number of her popula- to our wives and relatives, in order to 
tion must either beg, steal, or die when 1 cheat our creditors, and the wisdom of 
they cease working? But if the public God over man's schemes is perfectly ap
charities spent in England, for the pur- parent. 
pose of barely sustaining life, were ex- Take again the crime, or the violatioa 
pended in transporting them to son1e of or the seventh commandment-adultery. 
:Brittain's vast dominions, "upon which This commandment clearly implies that 
the sun never sets,'' and furnishing so long as any woman has a living hus
them there with enough to give them a band, no other man bas a right to co
reasonable start in life, we think that it habit with her as a wife. The observ
would be vastly more ennobling to the 1 ance of this great command multiplies 
nation, and vastly more charitable to the man upon the earth, gives him health of 
"paupers.'' Indeed, England and Ire- body and vigor of mind; to meet all the 
land have to-day a rich abundance of duties and enjoy ail the blessings of this, 
good land right at home, to relieve all and the life to come. 
and furnish all with adequate means of The violation of this law works, of 
living, if the simple love of God's just course, in the very opposite direction. 
law, could only once break in upon the Disease of both mind and body is engen
hearts of those who hold unjust and un- dered; the increase of the race, instead 
warranted claims upon these lands. All of being multiplied, is arrested, and it jg. 
the knowledge that we have in regard arrested in exact porportion as the crime 
to the bestowment of the land upon man is multiplied. l\iisery instead of enjoy
by its Maker and Creator, is that He has ment follows the parties to this crime, 
made it for man without money or with- sooner or later, as the inevitable conse.
out price; and all laws, customs, and quence of that act; and should all to
practices, that work contrary to this, is morrow, agree to abolish the law of mar
enmity to God and injury to man. riage, and run into promiscuous cohabit-

'Whatever, therefore, would arrest ation, the simple act would make a full 
pauperism in England, would do the end of the race in a single generation
same thing in the United States. What- and that is not all: in their fleeting life 
ever makes pauperism in England makes their cup of misery would be full, and in 
it here. The same cause that produces the end it would run over. Promiscuous 
it in England is precisely the same cause cohabitation would be wholesale annihi
that produces it in this country, and lation ! 
will produce it anywhere. It is no wonder that God has been se· 

"The land shall not be sold for ever; for vere against this most blighting crime; 
the land is mine; and ye [Israel] are but his severity has been charity to men, 
strangers and sojourners with me.''-Lev. in a very high degree. 
25: 23. We need not here criticise the effect& 

And in any case of debt, if the owner of violating the law, "Thou shalt not 
parted with his inheritance, it was only steal," "Thou shalt not bear false wit
for a time till the debt was paid; at the ness," "Thou shalt not covet anything 
end of this time the inheritance return- that is thy neighbor's," &c., "Thou shalt 
ed to its original owner. See Leviticus do no murder.'' The simplest can see 
25: 23-30. A very commendable way the evil and the good growing out of the 
we think for an improvident family to keeping or violating of these just and 
pay a debt, and retain a home at the good laws at a glance. 
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A similarly sound reason presents it
,self for the observance of the Sabbath 
day. It as clearly implies that man 
shall work six days of the week, as that 
they shall rest upon the seventh. In
deed there is no manner of use of the 
Beventh being observed as a day of rest, 
if we do not work the six. For if we 
labor not what shall we rest from? 

Over toil shortens life, and incessant 
toil though otherwise it be not too long 
nor too heavy, would do the same thing, 
and would take all the sweetness of' life 
away. 

A clear understanding of' the innate 
loveliness and goodness of God's law is 
necessary to the love of God j for when 
we have this knowledge it is impossible 
that we can do otherwise than love him. 
Without this knowledge we can take no 
pleasure in keeping the commandments 
of God, and will be inclined, as many are, 
-to esteem him as "an almighty tyrant," 
who rules with a rod of iron, and forbids 
man to examine or enquire into his wis
dom. 

David was well versed in the excel
lence and wisdom of the law of God in its 
workings among men; otherwise the sen
timents uttered by him in regard to it 
were simply impossible. "0, how I love 
thy law 1 It is my meditation all the 
day." "Therefore I esteem thy pre
cepts concerning all things to be right, 
and I hate every false way." 

False ways are, of course, the contrary 
ways of the commandment, working in
jury, ruin, and destruction of peace, en
joyment and prosperity. 

In these pages we hardly hint at the 
beauty and excellence of the heavenly 
code. The most glorious study for man, 
is the study of God's holy law, as con
tained in the Old and the New Testa
ments. He who says that the Old Tes
tamentis done away in the New, is simply 
a fool,-a "blind leader of the blind." 
He has not yet learned his A, B, C, 
in the great things of God's law, no 
matter what his reputation or learning 
may be. The blood of Jesus Christ is 
no where offered as an atonement for 
any man's sins unless he turns away from 
them j and just so with the sins of gov
ernments or nations. The sin of rob-

bing a large class of men of a sufficient 
portion of the earth's surface from which 
to produce the necessaries of life has 
long been one of the crying sins of so
called christian nations. The day is not 
distant when no man shall be permitted 
to retain more land than what is sufficient 
for him and his family-large or small
to till, and to yield the means necessary 
to life. And he who resists this glorious 
and good law, will be swept down. The 
party in power at the time, will not be 
a democratic party, nor a republicau 
party, nor any other land-grabbing nor 
salary-grabbing party; nor a pauper
creating party, nor a labor-oppressing 
party, nor any of those progressive (?) 
ideas parties that have darkened heaven 
and blighted earth for the last thirty 
years, aye, for generations. But it will 
be a Goel-and-the-people's-party. 

"Then let us pray that come it may, 
As come it must for all that; 

That man to man the world o'er, 
Shall brothers be for all that." 

"The God of Israel said, the Rock of Ia
rael spake to me, He that ruleth over men 
must be just, ruling in the fear of God. 

"And he shall be as the light of the morn
ing, when the sun riseth, even a morning 
without clouds; as the tender grass spring
ing out of the earth by the clear shining 
after rain."-II. Sam. 23 : 3, 4. 

"Woe to him that increase th that which 
is not his * * ;f and to him that ladeth him
self with thick clay. [land J. Shall they not 
rise up suddenly that shall bite thee, and 
a,wake that shall vex thee, and thou shalt 
be for booties unto them ?"-Hab. 2: 6-12. 

WINGFIELD WATSON. 
November 28, 187 4. 

Addresses. 
Heman C. Smith, care H. J. Hudson, Col

umbus, Platte county, Nebraska. 
John J. Cornish, box 163 B, London, On

tario. 
Wm. McLean, Wheatland, Yuba Co., Ca,l. 
Charles Derry, Deer Creek, Madison Co., 

Nebraska. 
John H. Hans<.m, Farmington, Graves 

county, Ky. 
.T. S. Patterson, eare John Traxler, Louis

ville, Ontario. 
E. C. Briggs, care John Traxler, Louis

ville, Ontario. 
Alexander H. Smith, Andover, Harrison 

county, lllo. 
:IL H. Forscutt. ci.re R. l\I. Elvin, Neb

raska City, Neb.· 
John C. Foss, Machias, Maine. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



432 TRU1'J L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

15 July 7G. j the time by their brilli8oncy, but the mem .. 
~Look Here.-A mark opposite this notice 'I ory of which has left no pyramids of good
will inform SU])SCriberS that their time is cut With neSS to endure tO the encl. 
the number thus marked, as many fail to notice the I It is the privilege of great minds to con. 
time on their label. Remittances are desired. , 

Attention is ca!Ied to the last 1iage, wl::ere is given I ceive, but it is the prel'ogative of great 
full instructions about how and to whom to send all I hearts to achieve; it is the great mind that 
money, orders, and business letters) as recently ad~ originates, but it is the province- o:f the 
vised. , great heart to perforn1; it is within the 

I realm of the great minc1 to invent, but the 
I sphere of the great heart is to execute. 

JOSEPH S~IITH. ) ~ ~0uq HE~RY A. STEBBES, f .t.DLcvic~. 

i Hence, the great heart bears, forbears, 
j suffers, bleeds, offers itself as a continual 
j sacrifice; while the great minc1 demands 
1 ii:.1periously, homage, tribute, praise, and 
J sometimes adulation, by reason of its su

O~E of the needs of the present generation premacy. The great mind is aggressive, forc
is men with great hearts. ~1Ien of great I ing its way forward with irresistible ener
minds are comparatively plenty. One sees I gy, foresight an cl precision; but careless of 
them everywhere. They crowd each other l that which it strikes down by the way, feel
:in every profession; the Boards of 'f'rade J ing no pity, and knowing no remorse. The· 
a1Jotmcl with them; they jostle one against great heart bears onward, but prefers to car
another in the forum, at the bar and in the 1 ry forward in its own greatness, all that is 
pulpit. Brilliancy of intellect goes liter- weaker or that opposes; binding up rather 
ally begging for preferment in every branch than giving wounds. 

Plano, Ill., July 159 1876. 

of human attainment. This is possibly as }fany great minds grow weary and over
it should be; for the great minds order burdened, and either sadden or break, just 
ancl arrange, direct and control the forces, when the strongest efforts are demanded 
brute and mechanical, by -which empires of them; but the great hearted man rises 
are established, nations created, countries to the necessities of the occasion, and 
peopled and cities built. But all this may though he may suffer, he answers to the, 
be accomplished-the city of that kinc1 call made upon his energies, and prove& 
that challenges the admiration of all be- himself to be strongest and best under trial. 
holders, by reason of its magni:5.cance and The defection of friends, and the almost 
grandeur; the people with which the universal failure upon the part of the great 
country is filled intelligent, rich and mass of mankind to appreciate and im
proucl-the nation strong and haughty,- prove the opportunities and possibilities 
the empire powerful and warlike-and made plain and available by great minds, 
still the hearts of the citizens of empire, brings misanthropy and distrust in the 
nation, and city be cold, harcl and crnel; wake of oft repeated effort and failure to 
the mind strong and great, the heart '\Yeak arouse man to his proper action; >vhile 
and mean. great hearts, though constantly met by 

The evident want of fae American na- ingratitude, (blackest of crimes), and over
tion is men-men of great hearts. ::Jen of ruled by injustice struggle straight on, 
great minds the nation has in plenty; but yielding no vantage ground, either to foes 
men of great hearts are very few. without, or fears within. Nor does the 

Not only does the nation want men of man of a great heart relax his efforts to 
great hearts; but the Church wants them. benefit those for whom he may labor, and 
Indeed, unless the Church has them or who of great heart fails to labor for the 
or shall have them, the only permanent ef- good of those among whom his life lines 
feet that will result from the extremest are cast, though he sees, and is made to feel 
ministerfal labor, will be a page of history painfully that many are totally unmindful 
written in tears, of actions which dazzled of his best endeavors, and few care to ac
hy reason of their boldness, charmed for 1 cept with favor that with which his toil 
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will enrich them. 
~·Ien with great minds have been known 

to desert cause and friends in times when 
c~istraction and min must surely follow; 
but great hearted men, never. 

:Dien with great minds often grow sullen, 
peevish, or querulous when constantly 
hufr'etted by misfortune and distress, fail
n:·e or disaster; bnt the great hearted nrnn 
ba:·es his breast to the storm, takes up the 
gage of battle thrown down by the ills sur. 
c'Ounding him, gives no sign of the wounds 
he may receive, maintains his supremacy 
of soul in pleasantness and peace. 

Great minds and great hearts should go 
together; hut the one is frequently found 
where the other is not. Where they are in 
accord the true christian is found. 

The great hearted man, or woman is 
never a tale heare1', a busy-body, nor a stir. 
e:· up of strife; yields no place to malice, 
envy nor revenge, seeks only for and will 
submit only to the right. 

Saints, he ye great hearted men and \Yorn. 
en; the world needs you. 

EDITOHS HERALD :-Question. Is it proper, 
and lawful, for an elder, a seventy, a high 
priest, an apostle, or even one of the First 
Presidency, without the solicitation or per. 
mission of branch, district, eonferenee, or 
council presidents, to take the lead and 
P"'esidency of meetings out of the hands 
uf such presiding officers? 

~foswer. 1'fo ! 
Is it christianlike or permissible, for 

a minister to belittle, contemn, and speak 
evil of his fellow ministers? 

A. No! 
Q. Is it justifiable for one minister, ei

thereby: innuendo, or by direct statement, 
to cast a slur, or bring reproach upon his 
follow ministers? 

A. No! 
iJ. Is it proper, and consistent with the 

Tules of the Chmch, for ministers to be 
governed in their conduct and priest
hoocf duties, by command (professedly by 
the Spirit), coming through women, or 
through members, or even those of !ess au. 
tlwtity than themselves? 

A. No! 
(J. Are trnvelling ministers justifiable 

in interfering with the government and do
mestic concerns of families among whon::. 
they nrny abide as guests? 

A. No. 
Q. Are the Saints to receive as binding., 

and authoritative, all .that may come to 
them as the gift of tongues or prophecy? 

A. No. 
Q. Are ministers justified in parnc1ing 

their financial wants directly or by innuen
do, in their sermons, or in a secret way 
among the members! 

A. I'fo. 
Q. Is that to he received as the Spirit of 

God, which, through members, accuses ill
dividual Saints, in public or in private, 
without taking the steps prescribed 1Jy the 
law of God? 
·A. No. 

Q. Is any minister justified in teaching 
or ministering in any way contrary to the 
usual and commonly 1·eceii"ed doctrines, prac
tices, ancl rulings of the Church? 

A. No. 
Q. J\Iay any one by virtue of their great 

priesthood authority, teach, preach, rule, 
or administer contrary to the written cioc. 
trincs of the Bible, Book of iliormon, and 
Doctrine and Covenants, or contrary to foe 
rulings of General Conferences? 

A. No. 
We h<we answered the above questio1:s 

as they are asked) categorically, that there 
might be no mist<tke as to om· viev.-. \Ye 
now give corroborative of those replies, 
the following. 

l{ o ofrlcer 110 inatter \vhat his calling, 
is at liberty to either ignore, or to disre" 
garcl the authority, or rights of local oit
cers. They are local shepherds in charge 
of the fiock by the will of God and foe 
choice of the people, and superior Church 
authoriiy must communicate with the peo. 
I'le through them. The only case where 
this rule of right may be set aside, is in 
that of transgression~ or failure to nett 
which will the silencing of the 1(,. 
cal officer by the higher. 

The liberties of '' people are not safo 
where a rule of action prevails, that per
mits the higher to domineer over the lesser 
and this is true in religion as in politics. 

A true christhn spirit is so far above the 
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making light of the efforts or abilities of I Bno. ARTHUR HAILEY, writes from Castle, 
<ooworkers, that it not only forbears speak- Andrew county, l\fo., as follows: 
lug slightingly, but will speak in commen. " "Withpleasu~e I renew my subsc.riptio'.1. 
dation of what is approved; and will ei- J l:lome men c.la1m that they are mise~·ap10 

. . . _ ,_ . and lonely without tobacco. In my opm10n 
ther fail to see the V\ ea" and defectiv~, or they might find permanent cure for such 
if speaking of it at all, will first name it to misery by subscribing for the HERALD. It 
the coworker in kindness, not in sport or is a good comforter, and I advise all Latter 
contempt. ' Day Sa~nts to try it:" . 

The efforts of all, if in the main correct That .1s good advice, and we behe_v-e th'.'t 
in the object had in view, should be com- Br. Hailey does ~ot ~et lonely. l'liay 1ns 
mended. -Cnfavora1Jle criticism of a fellow heart ever be set m this way. 

minister betrays either a weak and jealous WE are requested to state that if the Beviei
nature, or a malicious and vindictive one i Branch, l\Iacon county, i\Iissouri, will ap. 
~f the latter, it is a dangerous one i if the point and authorize a committee to receive 
former it is to be pi ti eel, but should be re. funds for the payment of the debt yet owing 
proved. on the building of their meeting house, 

All officers of the Church are at liberty that there is a good prospect of considera
to ask for direction of God on their own ble help being obtained from brethren and 
behalf. They will undoubtedly receive if friends in other places, those who only 
they are living rightly, and it will be to await an action of the branch to know 
them directly; either by wisdom or posi- whom to send their donations to. 
tive direction in dream, vision, &c. 

We do not believe that Goel will so far 
disregard the rnle himself gives; "the el
ders shall conduct the meeting as they 
shall be lecl by the Spirit," as to direct im
nortant ministerial movements through 
~rnmen or lay members. "Every man in 
his place," means m·ery woman in her 
place likewise; and they do not rule in the 
Church. 

Traveling ministers ·IY ho as guests inter. 
fere with or intermedc1le in the domestic 
affairs of Saints among whom they abide 
f.S guests, are "busybodies." 

The Saints are not necessarily to receive 
as authoratiYe all that may come as 
tongues and prophecy. The history of the 
past proyes that some things so received 
have been opposed to truth; and therefore, 
strong endorsement is some times necessary 
to confirm. 

Financial wants of ministers should be 
made known to the proper officers directly; 
if they fail to take notice. No man should 
beg of his brethren directly or indirectly. 

Accusations against brethren in public, 
or private, are to bo regarded with suspi. 
cion, where no steps required by law have 
been, or are taken. 

The correctness of tho answers to the 
last two queries is so manifest that we pass 
them without further comment. 

The Bishopric advise immediate action 
of that branch, and of those interested in 
the affair, so that the brethren may lJe paici 
without further delay. 

ADYIOES from Bro. 'IV" m."W. Blair, up to June 
29th, have been receiYed. He was at St. Lou. 
is, and in the country around it, preaching, 
and expected to leave for the east about th8 
7th inst. He found good opportunities for 
ministerial labor, all through that region, 
and feels encouraged; though there has 
been some extra.official and unministerial 
conduct in some parts of the district there, 
by traveling authorities. 

A letter from Br. F. C. Warnky to him, 
written at Costilla, New Mexico, showetl 
that brother still making an effort to spreac: 
the truth. 

BRo. THOMAS TAYLOR, of Birmingham, 
England, in charge of the English 1\iission, 
writes to Br. I. L. Rogers that numbers 
from the Brighamite organization ha"l"e 
seen the error of that system, ancl have al
ready this year identified themselves "l>ich 
the cause and taken fellowship with the 
Reorganized Church; also that these all 
have received a satisfactory evidence for 
themselves that the work is of God. He 
hopes that many more will do likewise. 

Br. Hiram Bemis, of Jefferson county, 
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·wis., writes that he is still trying to do I 
some good in the cause, so far as ill health 
and advanced age will permit. He is 
seventy-eight years old and loves the good 
cause as well as when in the prime of life. 

Br. Dency Racket, now of Spring Val
ley, Douglas county, Colorado, writes of his 
removal from Wisconsin. He says that he 
believes that there are none of our faith in 
the region where he now lives; but he is 
hopeful that the Lord will guide some one 
in that direction. Meanwhile he remains 
firm in the faith, and draws spiritual nour
ishment from the HERALD and strives to do 
·well. 

Br. K A. Shelley of Sugar Grove, Mason 
county, Mich., writes that the Sherman 
branch have voted to sustain the Hm·ald as 
a weekly, or in any other change that the 
Board of Publication may deem it wise to 
make. He writes that their branch is 
blessed with the Holy Spirit, and that they 
enjoy the gift of prophecy. The saints there 
feel strengthened and encouraged, and hold 
regular m~etings for preaching, prayer, and 
the partaking of the sacmment. 

Br. \V. D. Clark of Gravella, Ala., sends 
a new subscriber and the funds, and says 
that the cause of Christ in that country is 
omrnl·d, iu spite of opposition. 

Br. Charles Derry wrifes from Schuyler, 
Colfax county Neb., that he attended con
:·erence at Columbus, June 24th and 25th, 
ancl enjoyed a good time with the saints 
assembled; also, that affairs are looking 
better for the cause in that region. He has 
been preaching at Schuyler. 

I~n. \V,\K'iKY has come across a portion of 
Spanish Catholics, of whom he writes as 
follows: 

"They have a system of worship that I 
never saw nor heard of before, and I have 
been among them a good deal. Certain 
ones of them at certain times, punish them
selves very much; they take off their 
ciothes, put on a garment like a pair of 
drawers cut off at the knees, made for the 
purpose, and then go blind-folded through 
tho prickly pears, and whip themselves 
with a sharp bladed weed that grows here, 
until the pain is so great that they faint; 
others of them take a large wooden cross 
that weighs about two hundred pounds; 
they always go blind-folded, and where the 
prickly pears are the thickest. Well, dear 

brother, you can not realize the facts un'" 
less you were here." 

WE clip the following from the Plane 
:JJiirro1' of June 22d, 1876: 

"There is a vigorous effort on the part of 
the Latter Day Saints to change the location 
of the headquarters of the church from 
Plano to some new Zion, where the whole 
church can be concentrated in a community 
of its own. This is a favorite scheme with 
the leaders of the church, and they seem 
now to be in earnest. There is a call to 
the "Saints" in the last I-Iemld from Presi
dent Joseph Smith, chairman of the Board 
of Removal urging the matter, and he says· 

"From five to fifteen thousand dollars 
will be required, and of this amount about 
seventeen hundred dollars are in the hands 
of the Bishop, subject to the call of the 
Board. To raise the reniaining amount, 
the Board request all those designing to 
assist, to send the sums they devote to this 
measure to Bishop I. L. Rogers, Sandwich, 
DeKalb county, Illinois, stating to him, 
distinctly, the object for which it is sent, 
and whether the sum sent is to be a dona--
tion, or a loan; if the latter, state the time 
for which it is loaned. All loans should 
be for two years, or longer, as it will not 
be practicable to pay sooner. 

"Should this people leave Plano they will 
be a loss to the village; they are good cit:. 
zens, and number over two hundred hi 
Plano and vicinity. Elder Smith is a good 
man, and however much others may dissent 
from his J\Iormon views, all who know him 
respect him." 

WE cut the following correspondence 
items from the Leon (Decatur County, 
Iowa,) Eeporter:-

"A theological disci~ssion on the subj cc~ 
of 'Water Baptism' was held at Davis City, 
Imm, last week, by Dr. J. ·w. ::'!father, (Lat
ter Day Saint), and Ira B. Ryann (United 
Brethren.) The statement of tho question 
was, 'Resolved, That vrnter baptism is es
sential to salvation.' The arguments con. 
tinned for three nights with a crowdec: 
house on each occasion. 

"Members of various denominations 
were there-each appa_rently anxious to 
learn the right way. The question was 
ably and elaborately argued Ly both par. 
ties, leaving no mom to doubt the famili-
arity of the contestants ·with the divine law 
relating to the subject. 

"The Scri]!ltures were carefully ancl tho
roughly searched for evidence on both 
sides, and if they were not exhausted as re. 
garcls this theme; the book can certainly 
treat of but the one subject. We were a 
little skeptical ourself on the essentiality of 
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vrnter baptism before hearing this trial· 
'mt we are now fully convicted of its neces'. 
"ity as a saving ordinance, taught by the 
Bible. 

'·There certainly can be no doubt that all 
'dtnesses examined by the 'prosecution' 
;ue of an unimpeachable character, and 
have testified 1-rith such earnestness ancl 
clearness that no dispute can ;uise as to their 
competency. The tacotics were rather sharp 
,,~s well as technical on both sides-each 
disputant holding back his stronirest points 
((,r the final attack. v 

·'It was geneTally concec'.ecl, on the first 
that Ryan would gain a victory; but 

se?ond day the tide of battle changed, 
nncl left it very clou1Jtful which ·would win 
+lie day. J'ifather, however, on the third 
,_'.r;y (with his great theological skill) 
iJ;·ought up the reserve ·d1ich had been 
~:telcl for an emergency that threw such ter
rific vollies of hot shot into the ranks of 

forces that lle was soon put to flight 
a great loss of 'explosive' n1atter and 

llea.vy loss in force. 
"Ryan certainly hacl a decided advan

throughont tho whole conflict-always 
on the defensive, lmt his forces \\'ere 

1)ftdly scattered that he \';'as unable to 
~nrrke a successful rut any point. JJia-
~her's last attack Touted the old 
( B~ero,' driYing hin1 D.clcl so bac11•:'" 
c~c1nora1izec1 that he ;yill forever hereafte~· 
-JeJ.ieve that ho ·was in a bad cause 
~\~1.:l that there is virtue in water'. 

'
1.F-Iannony ancl good feeling attended 

2,1ch meeting under the strnerintondance of 
-· . I!. Cox, J?r. ~1nith ~.nd ;pr. II?rnc1:. Af
Le1· d1e conc1us1on of t11e cL1scuss1on, 1t \Yas 

by both parties toleRvetl10 decision 
argument to the audience, which re

sulted in au allnost unnnin1ous vote for 
01· that \Vnter Baptis111 is 

We belong to no 
church, but we should ever decide to 
cm~t: ·with one "\'\-~ would certainly prefer 
,·1s1;:mg ourrelves m the hands of one that 
practices all the ordinances enj oinec1 by the 
Bible." 

"On Friday, Srcturclny and Snnclav the 
the Latter Day Saints hclcl conference in 
what is known as Strcfford's A goodly 
2rnmber assembled there, Suncbymorn-
ing we were greeted by the frienclfv voice 

< :)f Elder Z. H. Gurley; then a rGYivin G' 

lunch, and at 2 p .. 111., A, IL Smith, brothe~ 
~D the Prophet,Toseph, aclclressecl tho assem-

Qnite a munl.iei· from DaYis an cl 
from Leon were present. five 

o'clock, the 11enecliction, ancl cYerybocly 
<lispcrsecl for home." "' 

Jam es Kemp and ,iJbert, Bishop, Stewnrts
ville, DeKalb county, :Missouri. 

Peter Canavan, West Oakland, Alameda 
.county, Ca1ifornin. 

NRWS smu.U.RY. 
T~ie papers, especially foreign ones, m& 

anx10usly discussing the war cloncl in Ell
rope, and they say that \\'e may hold oti.:-
sel-res in readiness for the worst. 
. T~e real cause for any general war thei·c 

hes i;i the long pending struggle betwee;, 
Russia and England for superiority iu tJ12 
E~st-Turkey and Central Asia. Russin 
still longs for and, doubtless, will eYentua1-
lay obtain the possession of that outlet and 
roadstead,-the ~lack Sea, which is yet, by 
the treaty of Pal'ls, neutral ground. Ancl, 
although England gained a stroke in di
plomacy by purchasing the Suez Canai, 
yet, on the other hand, she is said to lrnn: 
lost much of her former influence in con 
tinental affairs. 

Also certain small but unpleasant affai;·s 
have occuned between herself and 
breeding animosity. ],fore tlrnn all 
sia is reported as encouraging Serda and 
f>Iontenegro against bearing the 
ions of Turkey, whereas England sent 
a ship load of guns and anrnnition to Tui. 
key, and perhaps has an eye to gaininc: 
some of the Turkish territory adjoining th~ 
Suez Canal, to which possible arrang·emcnt 
Russia will, of course, object. ~ 

England is ahead of Russia in her ti.l
plom.acy with Turkey, but, in case of wai', 
~ussia ~rn~ not wasted her time in prep:n'
rng fm it smce she contested the Q;ame ·with 
England and France in the Crin1ea tweni,· 
years ago; and she may win back mm:.O 
than the portion she had before that 
land seems quite apprehensive and 
ly, is preparing for the conflict. Specula
t10ns as to the extent and immediate Tesnlt~ 
?f the probabl~ contest are in vain, but of 
its general ultimate the Latter Day Saints 
feel quite assured. 

Since tlle above was written dispatcl1es 
from England say of "The Eastern Ques
tion," that in the cabinet and J)arlim'l1ent 
of that government there are great differ. 
ences as to .the policy to be adopted there 
being a wide variance "on the ext1;emely 
serious point of the amount of support tci 
be awarded ~o. Turkey by England in the 
event of a cns1s. Every one is hoping for 
the best, bt1 t nobody's eyes can be closed 
to the alarming resemblance of the situP
tion to that immediately preceding tlw 
Crimean ·war," says the late dispr,tch. 

Earl Derby cleclaTes that in the cam 
a goner~1l disaffection among the Christi au;; 
of Servrn a;ncl the .other proYinces "a gene2·
a1 convuls10n" w1ll take place. It is said 
that ll.ussia is endeavoring to ha>·e a direct 
understanding with England on tho all im. 
portant ouestion. 

News from Gibraltar is that by instmc
tions from England, the fortress is bcin c 
placed in a complete state of defense. ~ 
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Russia's ministerial organ of St. Peters
lmrg declares that Russia will set all Eu
rope in a blaze to prevent the subjugation 
cf kindred tribes in the coming strife. 

As it is a revolt of Christian provinces 
against Moslem rule, the fears at Constan
tinople are of a general uprising. There 
are constant troubles between Turks and 
Christians. It is reported that the Christ
ifcns of Palestine have applied to Germany, 
asking for military assistance in case it 
should be needed. 

As instance of the outrages committed 
by the Turks we quote the Constantinople 
<:orresponclence of the London Times, of 
tlieir atrocious deeds in the province of 
Bulgaria. 'fhe 1vriter says: 

"All movable property has been plunder
<:tl, houses and villages burned, and old 
lllen, women, and children indiseriminate

shmghtered. Various estimates place 
number of lives sacrificed at from 8,000 

to 30,000. The correspondent named 37 
-dllages known to have been destroyed. 
In the village of Serustitza, in the district 
·of Phillippopolis, 1,500 hundred persons 
.are known to have been killed. Tl1is vil
J.age consisted of 400 houses, and was pros-

and peaceful. Every house has 
burned and all the inhabitants been 

killed, except a few women and children, 
who took refuge in Phillippopolis, and 
some women who were carried off by the 
Bashi Bazouks. These cruelties have made 

impression at Constantinople, and the 
ambassador has intervened with 

the government to put an end to them." 
Lrr';er. Both Servia and l\Iontenegro 

have L1eciared war and the army of the for
mer crossed the border at three places on 

2cl. 'Gp to the 6th conflicting news 
of the successes and reverses of war, 

nncl of the various movements of the na
tions. Insurrections in other Turkish prov
;nces are reported. On July [3rd, John 

in the English house of Commons 
m'h'"·''""' against any war policy in the in-

of Turkey, and made a plea for 
complete neutrality for England. Victor
ies a~·e reportell for the Servian army, and 
Jlussia and Austria are sending troops to 
the borders to look out for their own inter
ests or to take a hand in affairs when the 
tin1e con1es. 

The strike of tho coal miners in the Dur
ham collieries has resulted in the accept
.'.lnce of the arbitration in the question of 
·wages by 8~ vote of 20,000 to 16,000. 

Frequent explosions in the coal pits of 
Ene>:land lrnYo caused much loss of life. 

The damage done in the eastern cantons 
of Switzerland by inundations is immense. 
The canton of Thurgau, which· is entirely 
inundated, is 1384 square miles in extent, 
auc1 has about l:J."),000 people. 'l'weive rail
'<rny lines are interrupted. The rivers in 

the South of France, especially the Adom 
and Garronne, are rising with alarming 
rapidity. 

In regard to the Indian question we find 
a thickening of the troubles to the discom
fiture of the whites; and an increase of 
difficulties making necessary on their side 
a better preparation for war. About Gen. 
Crook's battle with them June 17th we clip 
the following from the Chiccigo Times: 

"The full account of Crook's engagement 
with the Sioux Indians, in Montana, reveals 
the unpleasant fact that our blue-coats got 
much the worst of it. They advanced 40 
miles from their base of supplies to accom
plish a specific object, to-wit, the destruc
tion of the Sioux village on the Rosebud 
river. They met the Sioux, had a fight, 
did not accomplish the object for which 
they set out, and were obliged to fall back 
upon their base of supplies to await the 
arrival cf reinforcements. If this was no! 
a defeat, then there is no such thing in 
battle." 

It is stated that the Sioux provecl them
selves tlle best fighting Indians with fire 
arms tlrnt ever fired a shot and that they 
also displayed great n1ilitary expertness ii::_ 
their movemellts on the battle field, weie 
good sldnnishors and covered their retreat 
well, leaving a doubtful victory to Gen. 
Crooks con1111ancl. It is saicl that the gen
eral is now rntisfiecl that they both can G.:a(1 
·will fight. I-Ie also found then1 as \Vell Ol' 
better nrmecl than his own troops. His 
command :fired 15,000 to 20,000 rolmcls of 
an11nunition in the encounter. 

This fight, and the determination ma!li
festecl on the part of the Indians, even for 
an open fight and a line of be,ttle, is sig
nificant and to be marked for its indications 
of an acti·v·o aind continued 1yar on their 
part. 

lt correspondent at the front 1vTites that, 
the Indians are knowing enough to antici
pate the attacks "ancl brave e:10ugh to warm 
our hides into the bargain," and that he 
can not he1p admiring their plucl-:::. 
soldiers less brave, Crook, on ,Tune 
would have been whipped badly. Xo one 
doubts his ·rnlor, but he has underrated his 
enemy. The Sioux haxo fire arms >Wll 
know how to use them." 

.1..\. correspondent of the 'l..,1:·mes -vva.ite,,,l up. 
on Gen. Sherman, in ·washington, Ju!le 
26th, and asked him about the plans and 
purposes of the concerning· the 
Indians, ancl he thought of the pros-
pect of terminating the troubles. He re
plied that it was impossible to 
:said, "It rna.y lJe one hundred years 
this countrv will be free from 1.he molesta
tion of these savage people." 

Truly, as prophecy long ago declared, 
they are "a sore \'exation. 

Later.-Gcn. Geo. Custar and five com-
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panies of soldiers were completely destroy
ed by the Indians in l\Iontana on June 25th. 
Fifteen commissioned officers and over 
three hundred men slaughtered. There 
were thousands of the Indians and they 
without question meant fight. It was a 
fearful confiict. Gen. Custar was a noted 
cavalry commander of the civil war. 

Terrific storms of wind and rain have 
occurred very generally and extensively 
throughout the northwest. Great damage 
has been done to property and crops. Many 
people have been killed by lightning, by 
wrecked buildings in the whirlwinds, by 
:rail way disaster, and by the deluge of wa
ters. 

On the night of July 4th the storm, fierce 
and awful in its power, caused numerous 
rnilway disasters and other destruction of 
life and property. At Rockdale, near Du-
1mque, Iowa, the storm and the breaking of 
a large clam caused a great body of water 
to come clown as a wall upon the hamlet 
and obliterate it from the earth. This oc
curred just after midnight, in the midst of 
rnshing torrents of rain, terrific thunder 
and vivid lightning which lent horror to 
the scene. 

Here and there tornadoes have wrecked 
property in town and country. Again and 
again, this season, have thousands of acres 
of the bottom lands of tlle Illinois rivers 
been covered with water, greatly damaging 
or completely wiping out vast corn fields 
and other crops. A storm in Boston har
bor, June 25th, caused loss of life and 
property. 

The black fly and the locust have proved 
the destruction of much grain in Southern 
3'Iinnesota. The locusts in Colorado are 
reported in vast multitudes, which the far. 
mers are fighting by all the means in their 
power, and the question is, "\Vill the farm
ers or the grasshoppers come out ahead?" 

About 8200.000 worth of property, so far 
as we .have advices, ·was destroyed by tire 
crackers and other fire works on or about 
the Fourth. 

810 N, 7th St., SAil'iT Lours, llfo., 
July 6th, 18'76. 

Editors Hemlcl :-My stay at this place 
and vicinity for the past two weeks has 
been as pleasant as I could well expect, and 
I lrnve sought to make it useful to the 
Church. I rejoice in being able to say that 
the Lord is still mindful of his Saints, giv
ing them, or many of them, his Spirit rich
ly to enjoy. 

J~ast Sunday we "\Yere greatly blessed in 
this city, in our afternoon services. The 
sweet peace, the light, and the love of Goel 
were shed abroad in many hearts, and they 

felt that of a truth the Lord was near. 
There are good indications that some per. 
sons here will soon unite with the Saints. 
There have been some additions since I 
left here last February. 

There have been some additions to tl10 
church at West Bellville of late. All in all, 
the prospects for the St. Louis District are 
pretty fair. 

I here write you a very singular and in. 
structive dream had by Sr. Mary Kyte, 
wife of Br. Wm. Kyte, of this city. Sr. 
Kyte joined the church in England in :Thfay, 
1842, emigrated to America in September, 

I same year, wentto Nauvoo, Illinois, in Apri, 
1843, and finally settled at St Louis in 1844. 

In 1852 her mind was greatly agitated 
in respect to the condition of the church, 
and especially in regard to polygamy. In 
a dream or night vision she was blessed' 
with the following, which gave her such 
light and peace as fully satisfied her mind 
that polygamy was false and corrupt, that 
the leadership of B. Young was a usurpa. 
tion, Utah not the proper gatherin12: place 
of the Saints, and that Joseph the :ThLwtyr's 
seed would be raised up of God to lead his 
people. 

"I dreamed," says Sr. K., "that I was in 
an assemblage, or congregation, Urnt was 
quite distasteful to me, and that friends 
from Nauvoo, whom I recognizecl, were 
with me. A si~ter said, 'let us go,' 2.ncl \Y0 

departed, crossmg the road, and there saw 
a company of people. She said that peo-
ple would not let us among them, to which 
I replied that they would, as they were 
from Nauvoo, and knew me. They seem
ed to be inclosed within a high stroLig 
and I beheld till I saw a large section 
was taken up into heaven. 

"We then looked far away to the 
over what seemed to be a long and 
lay through a grave.yard. JTy 
was now attracted to the scenery immedi
ately near us. A rich odor seemed to fl.oat 
about us in the atmosphere. Close ]Jy we 
saw two box trees standing, but were 
dead; yet we perceived that this s0 
very delicious, exhaled from the trees. I 
eagerly caught hold of the trees, and dilli
gently sought to cover myself-my hands 
and face and clothing with this perfume. 
Whilst thus engaged I saw at my left hand 
a rather tall man whom I at once recog
nized as Bro. Almon W. Babbitt, who was 
killed some months before. He was stand
ing by the trees. He said to me that tho 
trees were Joseph and Hyrum; anc1 then 
remarked that the righteous (alluding to 
Joseph and Hyrum) could not dwell here 
on earth with the wicked. 

"I then asked him for :i, slip or cutting 
of the tree in order that I might preserve 
the life or stock of the trees; to which he 
replied that they would not grow. Ifo 
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then tolcl me to come on 'Wednesday and 
he would gfre me some of the seed which 
would grow. I doubted whether there 
would be seed found on the trees, but look. 
ing up I saw and picked off a pod having 
seed in it, three or four in number. On 
opening the pod I saw that one seed was 
turning yellow, approaching ripeness, 
while the next was less ripe, and so on till 
the last, which seemed but partly grown 
and quite unripe. 

"On awaking I was impressed that the 
seeds were none other than the sons of the 
:Martyr, and that his life and work would 
!.ive in and be perpetuated through them." 

Yours in Christ, W. W. BLAIR. 

JOPLIN, Mo., July fat, 1876. 
Brethren of the Office :-As a book of ref. 

Brence, I have ordered one of Sheldon's 
books against "Mormonism," as he calls it. 
I would like to see in pamphlet or book 
form, Br. Blair's reply; which I consider 
is a greater refutation of Sheldonism than 
his book is of Mormonism. 

Brethren of the Herald: To my mind it is 
clear, that if the Spirit of the Lord directs, 
the form or order of the Herald will rnmain 
as it is. The pamphlet form can easily be 
bound in a book, much more likely to be 
preserved; while there are many of the 
saints \vho ask it to be changed into a week. 
ly, there are many that prefer it in a book 
form. I fear the weekly form will make it 
a too common.place matter, and detract 
much from its sacrednees and spirituality. 
These are only a tithe of my humble objec. 
tions; but Thy will, Father, be done. 

There ha-.e removed into this district two 
€lders, Br. Carroll from Texas; the other, 
Ilr. Fisher from Holt county, Missouri. 
The former is eighty years old. They both 
claim to have done battle for the good 
cause over forty years, and yet cling to 
their t\rmor with the tenacity of life. 

Y oI:r brother in hope of the soon gather. 
ing time. U. W. SHORT. 

SPRINGERTON, Illinois, 
June 20th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph:-The cause is still moving 
on down here. In the last two months 
seven more have been added to this branch 
by br,ptism, raising our number again to 
forty; and there are others who are "almost 
11crsm~cled," and still many others are 
fa-.ornblc, but they have such a develop. 
ment of that "bump" of approbativeness, 
they stay back. Less than three years ago 
at this place our brethren could not get an 
appointment published from the pulpit, 
and wrote notices for preachlng and post. 
eel them up on trees; now we have a good. 
ly number and a house to worship in, and 
we "lend our kettle." This branch has 
principally been raised up by Br. Hilliard, 

who spares neither time nor money in the 
prosecution of the work. ·we have been 
visited by Brn. Blair, Forscutt, and Lam. 
bert, whose efforts were well directed and 
received; and consequently were not with
out some little good. Ever praying for the 
welfare of Zion, I remain your brother, 

Jos. A. UPTON. 

BRAIDWOOD, Ill., 
June 20th, 1876. 

Br. He;wy:-I am at present with Br. 
Scott. \Ve have been doing all we could 
in this neighborhood; have only succeed
ed in preaching twice, however, last even. 
ing and a week ago last evening. I expect 
to go to the Granger's Hall this week in 
company with Br. Scott, and hold a short 
course of meetings; then to Gardner, where 
Br. Scott thinks the chance is good to open 
the work. The people in this region seem 
generally to be dead to all that is like re. 
ligion; and also very slow to see anything 
new, so I don't think we will be able to 
set this part of the world on fire; but we 
intend to lift our voices in behalf of His 
truth, hoping to gather out a few that are 
honest in heart and who will be steadfast 
in our Master's cause. 

I remain your brother in the gospel of 
our Lord Jes us Christ. FRANCIS EAm .. 

SYRACUSE, Meigs Co., Ohio, 
June 19th, 18713. 

Br. Stebbins:-Br. Ells paid us a visit on 
his return from the April Conference; he 
staid here three or four weeks; and while he 
was here, he tried to do his Master's will, to 
encourage us in the work of the Lord. 
·while here he was blessed in his labors, 
all those who want to do right were en. 
lightened in the things which pertain to 
our salvation. Br. Ells is no respecter of 
persons; what he does he does it in the 
fear of the Lord. He is the man for them 
that fear Goel and keep his command
ments. Jlliy prayer is that the Lord will 
bless him in all his undertakings; so that 
he will act wisely and walk in the fear of 
God at all times, and at last be saved in his 
everlasting kingdom. 

Your brother in Christ, 
DA YID HOPKINS. 

IVEIR, Kansas, 
June 21st, 1876. 

Dear Bretlwen:-\Yith pleasure we write 
you that \Ye have not forgotten your oft
repeated kind advice and council. \Ve 
pray that you may every clay be lecl to say 
just what the Spirit of our Goel may direct. 
We are confirmed in the work of Goel, see. 
ing so much of the wisdom of God made 
manifest through his servants; but we are 

I 
somewhat stunned with seeing controversy. 
·we pray that God may impress the neces-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAIN'.L'S' HERALD. 

sity of labol'ing for spiritual food, such as 
the Hemld and IIope contain. It grieves 
us to see so many families without either, 
who are at present prominent in the 
Church. We fear that they are growing 
careless and neglectful, and their children 

up irr idleness and wickedness. It 
bee. C. 1I. F. 

E_~_'l'O}[ n_'>._PIDS, J\Iich., 
June 18th, 181G. 

Bl'. IIenl'lJ:-Y{e have no branch here, 
but I clo all I can by talking to the people. 
I would like to have the elders come to nw 
home. They can fiucl me by inquiring at 
Eaton Rapids, as did Dru. Kelley, Smith 
nnd Holmes. I am Superintendent of a 
Union Sabbath Schoel and I tried to have 
the Hope sent for, but thevvotecl for anoth
er p~iper. ·when you mall:e up your minds 
to have the Henild a weekly I will be glad 
of it. May the spirit of peace be with you 
in you1· Hernld Office labors. Your broth. 
er, A. HOLBROOK. 

P,~ w PA w, JYiichigan, 
June 18th, 1876. 

H. A. Stebbins, Dem· Sfr:-You doubtless 
will remember me as the one who wrote 
some time ago from. this place in regard 
to your faith. Those papers and pamph
lets which yon sent, gave great light to 
me. I am not at present a member of any 
chmch. ·when I was quite young I be
longed to the Baptist Church, but since 
then I have belonged to none; although I 
haw; been with the Adventists a good deal. 
'fhe doctrine of the near advent of our Sa
vior is to me a glorious doctrine; for then 
is the time ·when our toil will cease, and, 
if we are faithful, we shall wear the crown. 
I have long held aloof from joining any re-

society, but now I am not only wil
but anxious to find a hon1e some-

I written to the elder vou 
named, I-I. 0. of Lawrence, ·but 
have receiYecl no answe1· r,s yet. I regret 
that I ;,yas not able to lneet ·with then1 at 
their conference at the ~T ~nrvoo School 
House. I want to take the Herald, bGt can 
not at present, as times are so hard and 
",vork so scarce, 

:X ow then, 1 will relate how I first got 
aequaintance with your people. In the 
fall of 1874 I was working at Braidwood, 
Illinois. rrhere I heard about the Mor
mons and that they held meetings in 
town. So I attended their meeting in the 
Good Templar's Hall, and I must confess 
that my prejudice v;as greatly shaken: I 
also got aequaintec1 with a lVIr. John Keir, 
I think his name was. I soon went awav 
from foere and haYC seen and heard no 
more from him, for the reason that I never 
expected to be interested in the doctrine of 
the Latter Day Saints. Last summer I 

was down at Fairfield, Illinois, where ::\L 
H. Forscutt lives. I got acquainted with 
him and heard him speak a few times; tlrn 
result was that my interest was increased. 
So now you have in brief a history of my 
association with your people. I want to 
know more of your faith; and, if I am 
worthy, if this frail humanity is of any 
worth to the church, I here say, take an~l 
use me. I want a home ·with God's peo
ple, and if I have a chance I will join my 
interests with you as a people. I shall be 
pleased to hear from any and all of your 
faith that may choose to write; and if any 
pass through this place and will call, l 
should be glad to see them. I will give 
my address here, so that any can write or 
call, if they wish. I will write you again, 
at least as soon as I may have a chance to 
attend a meeting of your peonle. 

Yours, seeking for truth, • 
A. 0. EvERET'L'. 

Box 123, Paw, Paw, Van Buren county, 
1\fichigan. 

,June 26, 1876. 
I said in my last that I would write yon 

as soon as I visited your people. I went 
yesterday, and write thus early to report 
progress; and I can exclaim, how glad I 
am that I went. I firmly believe that I 
heard the truth in the preaching of Henry 
C. Smith. I have no right to call him 
brother, but I hope yet to have that ')rivi
lege. The kindness and encourag~ment 
that I received from Brn. Smith and S. l\I. 
Bass, and the light I obtained from them, 
makes me thank God that I was led to in
vestigate the doctrine advocated bv the 
Latter Day Saints. Honestly, I cu.:1 not 
thinl{ your people had so much light and 
truth. It must have been the Holy Spirit 
that led me to investigate. Br. Bass brought 
me part way home, and supplied me with 
reading matter. I look forwrml to the time 
when 1 can go down again, for I feel that 
I have found an outlet from Inficlelit-;-. 

Yours truly, A. E. EvERE'rT. 

BLACKFOOT, Deer Lodge Co., J\Ion., 
JHay 13th, 18'70. 

Br. Joseph:-If the Herald is to becomo 
a weekly I wi11 help support it. I Jrnyo 
heard others say the same. Br. Jiioore, of 
Gallatin, has promised us a visit in the 
month of June. There arc many old.time 
Saints in this county, but very few of them 
want to hear anything about religion; yec 
they are good people, but have got disgust
ed with the Utah system. 

There is a branch of Canaanites number
ing about thirty in the Deer Lodge Valley. 
When Br. Jliioore has paid us a visit I shall 
write again. If all the Saints ·would send 
good clippings to the Herald Office when 
it is issued weekly we wonld have a good 
paper; as it is now, there is not much new.s 
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other than church news in it; which is 
very good, but we could have more of 
general reading matter by having it en
larged, and a weekly. To have a good 
pape~· all ii.s readers should try and make 
:it interesting. Yours, 

J. R. PRICE. 

STOCKTON, Cal., 
June 12th, 1876. 

Br. JI. A.Stebbins:-TheStockton branch 
is in favorable condition, still there is 
room for improvement. We have heard 
that Br. Joseph is coming to California, 
and we all feel delighted at the good news, 
all feel to say, Welcome, Br. Joseph, and 
·welcome any of the elders of Israel to our 
humble homes and to anvthing that we 
have. The prayer of om~ brethren and 
sisters is that our Father in heaven will 
bless all the quorums of his Church, both 
old and young, greater or lesser. Remem
ber us to Br. Blair, and Alexander, and 
any other who know us. 

HENRY P. ROBBIKS. 

I{IR'l'LAND, Lake Co., Ohio, 
June 16th, 1876. 

Br. Ilem·y:-I hereby apprise you that 
my faith in the Latter Day Work rnmains 
unshaken. I feel that I can not do enough 
for Christ, my blessed Redeemer. vVe 
hold services every Sabbath in the Temple. 
Last Sabbath I preached at the "Stone 
School House,'' four miles east of Kirt
land; here is a place called the "Little 
J\Iountain," a summer resort for the citi
zens; here also are caves and seams in 
the rocks; high causeways, ·with the walls 
formed of small pebbles of all kinds and 
·rnrious colors, thoroughly cemented to
gether. I think here may be found eYi
clences for the Book of :Mormon. The 
prophet spoke of the rocks being torn 
asunder ancl "scams should appear in the 
1·ocks," &c. ]'rom this "little mountain," 
one can obtain a beautiful view of Lake 
Erie for fifty or one lnmclrecl miles; can 
see foe boats far out sailing, and can ha>e 
a fine view of the surrounding country 
also. 

""\Ve'll inllerit this beautiful world by and by, 
In the sweet by and by." 

Yours, &c., J. F. ilicDowELL. 

HEALDSB"C"RG, Cal., 
June 18th, 1876. 

B1'. Stebbins:-Thinking it would not be 
amiss, and as I have not written to the 
Hemlcl for a long time, I send a few lines 
now. We are but few in this branch, but 
we are trying to do our duty, or to live our 
religion and serve our Master the best we 
can in our weak way. Some of us are as 
poor as people generally get to be, but the 
poor have the promise; hence I think 
there is some hope for some of us, if we 

only lh-e right. \Ve have four elders 
within thirty miles, but know of only one 
of them doing any preaching. There are 
three branches in this district, and they all 
should have a name to live in t!1e cause of 
Christ, but some are in a measure dead. I 
am afraid that pride, Yanity, seifislmess 
ancl bigotry will be the do\';nfall of some 
of the i::laints in this time. But some say, 
we must keep up with tho fashions of the 
day, or we will not be thought anything 
of." Some will say, "You must not tell 
what you are, or you can not get any 
work." ·when will Saints learn vdsdom? 
Brethren, live your religion, do your duty, 
and pray the Lord Goel in the name of J e
sus Christ to soften the hearts of our ene
mies that we may righteously find favor 
while we sojourn among them, and pray 
in faith, nothing doubting, for the Lord 
will hear your l}rayers. Brothers and sis
ters, iive right, do your duty, and may God 
the eternal Father bless you ail, is the 
prayer of your unworthy brother in Christ, 

JOH~ Y. GnAc~ILICH. 

vVA'l'FOHD, Ontario, 
June 23c1, 18'16. 

Br. H. A. Stebbins:-! beg through the 
Herald to thank Br. Francis Earl for the 
correctness of his much esteemed article, 
ancl verv kind ans\1-er, in the I-Icralcl of 
June 15th, as to how the children of Amu
lon came to be at Zarahemla, ancl where 
they came from. I askecl the question 
through the Herald of illarch 15th. Yours, 
etc., 1v~r. J__.E\YIS. 

Bo::-rn's lUn~Ls, J'\IicJ1igan, 
J nne 21st, 181G. 

Bl'. I:lenJ',1/:-I 11e,~er answered your letter 
to n1e, thinking your tin1c too n1uch occu~ 
pied for a conespondence with chance ac
quaintaceships. Haye just returned from 

I 
the east, ·where I have been all winter, or 
mostly so. I haYc disposed of my mill in. 
terest at this place, ll m~ing beei:- unfortu

' nate the past year, both m the nulroac1 ac
cident which injured mG and in pecuniary 
matters. For the present I shall liYe at 
Clam Lake, Dexford county, Jiiichigan. 
I have talked all winter of going west, but 
probably will engage in lumbering again, 
as much as health will permit. Notwith
standing all these thin o·s I neYer felt as 
much interest in religio'h and in the Lat. 
1:er Day Work as I do at present, and I 
want to live among those of like faith; but 
alas for my longings, I have been some
what among those who are called Saints, 
and I feel at times both sad and indignant. 
Assumption and bigotry in this Church 
will make a failure for the cause; and it 
will take time to remove the evils caused 
by them, both with good citizens and good 
Saints. As a Church we have been organ-
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ized by heavenly powers, in having that 
holy commission, the priesthood of the 
Son of Goel and the spirit of revelation, 
authorizing those who are called to come 
out from the world, to gather together men 
and women zealous of good wor~s, those 
honest in purpose, in word and m deed. 
Such a body is a "city set on a hill," a re
fuge from the corruptions that are fitting 
the world for its fiery baptism; and to see 
any loweri:ig the ~tanclarc'. below that of 
the world, m the thmgs wluch concern our 
every clay life, and at t~e same tim,e pro
nounce anathemas agarnst the world for 
its beliefs, is inconsistent. There seems 
to be a need of that charity which "pre
vents"-not covers up-a multitude of 
sins" and the same evils that troubled an
ciedt Israel now distress modern Israel. 
The spirit of petty tyranny generally finds 
companionship in ignorance; and this is 
often manifested around us. ·would like 
to hear from you. Yours in the faith, 

l'vL H. Bo:tm. 

Michigan District. 
The above conference convened at the 

Nauvoo School House, Lawrence, Michigan, 
at 10: 30 A. u. June 3d, 1876. E. C. Briggs 
presiding, Seth M. Bass clerk. 

Br. J. S. Patterson was sustained as a la
borer in this district .. 

The president then read James, first 
chapter, making a few appropriate remarks 
npon the same. 

l\Iinutes of last conference read and ap
proved. 

Branch reports.-Le.wrence, total 64 mem
bers; gain 2 since last report. Hopkins, 
total 22; Coldwater 41, G removed; Galien, 
32. members. Sherman and St. Clair not 
reported. 

Elders. reporting.-1\Ioses McHarness, C. 
l\I. Bootman, H. C. Smith, Duncan Camp
bell, E. C. Briggs, and John S. Patterson. 

The following branch officers reported: 
Bradford Corless, George Corless, Reuben 
H. Allen, Seth 11. Bass. 

Afternoon sessiou.-Brn. George Blakes
lee and Cyrus Thurston reported. 

Resolved that we hereby earnestly re
quest all branches of this district to see 
that a statistical report of their branches be 
duly forwarded to each assembling of con
ference, so that the district and general 
church record may be properly kept; espe
cially is this request urged on the consider
ation of those branches which have not re
ported at this sitting. 
- Resolved that the district secretary pre
sent a bill of the expenses incurred in dis
charging the duties of his office from time 
to time to conference, and on approval of 

conference, said expenses to be paid out of' 
the district funds. 

Evening session.-Discourse delivered by 
John S. Patterson. 

Sunday session.-l\Iorning, preaching by 
Duncan Campbell; 2:30 r.~r., preaching by 
E. C. Briggs. 

Evening Session.-Discourse delivered by 
John S. Patterson, after which three chil
dren were blessed. 

Adjourned to meet at David Bentley's, 
June 5th, 1876. 

Morning session.-District officers V<"ere 
sustained. Br. Briggs was sustained as the· 
president of the district. Brn. Camp be 11, 
Patterson, and Bishop's agent also be sus
tained by our faith, prayer and means, 
while walking in righteousness before the 
Lord. 

Ou motion of the Bishop's agent, the Epis
tle of the Twelve, touching consecration 
and tithing, was read. 

Whereas a Bishop's agent has been ap
pointed for this district, and said ageu t 
having reported paying out some $75, and 
nothing having been received; wherefore, 
be it resolved that steps be taken to lay that
matter more fully before the branches, !hat 
steps may be taken to carry out the law of 
the church, for the raising of fonds, not 
only that the Bishop's agent may be reim
bursed, but that means may be on hand to 
meet the needs that arise from time to time. 

The remainder of the meeting was de
voted to sacrament, prayer and testimony, 
in which the spirit of· the Master was felt 
to a great degree; insomuch that the 
Saints were all comforted, strengthened, 
and made to rejoice in the promlses of the 
J\Iost High. Separated with greater de
sires than ever before to advance the cause. 

Adjourned to meet in the Fowler School 
House, Quincy, October 28th, 1876. 

Nodaway a1Hl St. JoseplllDistriefa, 
UNION CONFERENCE. 

The Nodaway and St. Joseph Districts 
met at the Liberty school house, in Nodaway 
county, l\Io., J\Iay 20th, 10·30 a.m., accoTd
ing to resolutions passed at the last confer
ences held by those districts. Elder Wm. 
Hawkins was chosen president, pro tec1., 
and Elder Joseph Flory clerk pro tem. 

Numbers of the brethren not having ar
rived, business was deferred. Addresses. 
were then delived by Elders Hawkins, Pow
ell, Hoyer, Moore, and J\Iarchant. 

Pres. Hawkins reacl the resolutions from 
the minu~s of the St. Joseph district con
ference, lield at Oregon, Holt county, Feb
ruary 5th and 6th, 1876; and the Nodaway 
district conference, held at Liberty school 
h"ouse, Nodaway county, on February 19th 
and 20th, 1876, setting forth the object of 
the union conference just assembled. 
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The foliowing preamble and resolutions 
were then unanimously adopted: whereas, 
the Nodaway and St. Joseph districts did by 
their actions, at their last conferences, 
1;rovide that a union conference be held the 
'20th and 21st days of May, 1876, for the 
purpose of consolidation; therefore, be it 
·:resolved, that the conference districts here
tofore known as the Nodaway and St.Joseph 
·districts are hereby dissolved. 

Resolved, that the territory heretofore 
-<:om prised in the Nodaway and St. Joseph 
·districts be united in one district, and the 
:district as united be called the Nodaway 
district of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
i[.r;tter Day Saints. 

The ~~odaway district, as now organized, 
~omprises all of Nodaway, Atchison, Holt 
and Andrew counties, and all of Buchanan 
<;aunty lying north of the north line of the 
corporation limits of the city of St .. Joseph, 
and all of Worth county lying west of the 
middle fork of Grand river. 

Conference then adopted, by vote, the 
"Rules of Order," to govern its delibera· 
tions. 

Elder Wm. Hawkins was chosen president 
of the district, elder Wm. Powell vice presi
dent, and elder Joseph Flory secretary. 

It was ordered that all branch reports be 
(cccepted when read, unless objected to at 
the time, 

Bra~1ch reports.- Bigelow 8 members; 
Ross Grove, formerly known as Benton, 34 
members, 1 baptized, 7 received by letter; 
Pla.tte 8S members, 4 removed by letter; 
Oregon 84 members, 4 baptized, 8 removed 

letter. Elder Moore, president of Guil-
branch, stated that the branch had not 

made out any written report; but so far as 
1e knew, they all felt well. The branch 
numbers 19 members. 

It was ordered that all business should 
be done on Saturday, that Sunday be devo
ted to preaching, and that the meetings be 
rnnducted as the president be directed by 
the Spirit. 

Eider Bierigo was sustained as Bishop's 
agent of the Nodaway district. 

Elders, priests, teachers, and deacons 
present, will be considered as having re
ported. , Officials present; 1 seventy, 12 
dders, 1 priest, 2 teachers, 1 deacon. 

The elders in the district are requested 
to labor as circumstances will permit. 

The spiritual authorities of the church 
were sustained in righteousness, including 
the authorities of the Nodaway district. 

The money collected for the purpose of 
defraying freight expenses on Sr. Moody's 
goods, not expended, was ordered used for 
her benefit. 

Preaching by elders Marchant and Haw
kins on Sunday morning, and in the after
noon sacrament and testimony meeting, and 

preaching in the evening by elders Haw
kins and Thomas, 

Adjourned to meet at Rock Grove school 
house, Saturday, August 26th, 2876. 

Kewanee Sub-District. 
Conference convened at the Inland Branch, 

Cedar county, Iowa, June 3d, 1876. Br. 
John F. Adams chosen to preside, E. l'II. 
Wildermuth clerk. 

Br. J. D. Bennett was permitted to par
ticipate in the conference. 

The president was empowered to appoint 
the necessary committees. 

Report of Branches.-Buffalo, 3 added 
since last report; Butternut Grove, 2 re· 
moved, 1 died; Jackson, 4 removed by let
ter; Inland, no change; Davenport not re
ported. [No totals of branches given]
Ens. 

Brn. Russell, Larkey and Gold were ap
pointed committee on grievances; Brn. 
Wildermuth and Russel on preaching. 

2 P. ~r.-The resignation of Br. John F. 
Adams, as president was received. 

Resolved that the several branches com
posing the Kewanee Sub-District be here
after known as the Eastern Iowa District. 

Br. Edward Larkey was chosen as presi
dent of the district. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to Br. 
John F. Adams for the kind and efficient 
manner in which he has nresided over the 
district. • 

Elders J. D. Bennett, C. C. Reynolds, E. 
Larkey, R. Groom, M. G. I\Iaudsley, A. 
Gold, J. L. Adams, E. :JI. 'Yildermuth; 
Priests J. Bradley, E, Keene, S. Adams, 
and Teacher James Houghton reported. 

Officials present: ? of the Seventy, 7 ei
ders, 3 priests, 1 teacher. 

Saturday evening and Sunday were spent 
in preaching the word by Brn. Jesse L. and 
John F. Adams. 

Adjourned to meet at the Jackson Branch, 
September '.ld, 1876. 

Des I\Ioines District. 
Conference convened at Newton, Jasper 

Co., Iowa, June 3d and 4th, 1876. Alfred 
White, president, and John Sayer, clerk. 

Branch Reports.-Newton: 46 members, 
1 received by vote. Independsnce : No 
change. Des Moines Valley: Ko change. 
Des Moines : 68 members, 1 baptized, 4 re· 
ceived by letter, l by vote. Pleasant Grove: 
Ko report. 

Elders' Reports.-Alfred White said that 
he could not be out preaching much, for 
when his brother, Isaac N. White, is in the 
field, he has to stay at home to look after 
the business. Brn. I. N. White and and John 
Watkins reported by letter. John X. Davis 
has preached in Des Moines Valley, and in the 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



·rRm£ L. D. SAINTS" HERALD. 

branch. Geo. Walker said that all his labor 
has been in the br::mch. N. Stamm said that 
he had preached in Newton, but has labored 
mostly in the D3s Moines Valley branch. 
\V. C. ~Tirk, :fvL Eastman, B. l\fyers, :fiI. 
Houghton and J. Sayer reported. Priest 
Evan B. Morgan lrns preached in Des :iifoines 
;1ncl south of Des Moines. ;r. E. Russell has 
assisted Br. J·. X. Davis, and desires to do all 
he can. Teachsrs Picton and Tuliy have 
uonc all they could in their branch. 

Brn. Alfred and I. N. White requested to 
he released from the settlement of the 
Pleasant Grove affairs, and they were re· 
leased. Br. N. Stamm offered to go and la
bor in that branch, and he was requested to 
do so, and to do all he can to get the branch 
in working order. 

W. C. Nirk and E. B. Morgan occupied 
the stand in the evening. 

Sunday Morning.-T. E. Lloyd reported 
.having preached in the Newton branch and 
desires to magnify his calling. 

At 11 a. m., preaching by Br. N. Stamm. 
At 2 p. m., a sacrament and fellowship 
meeting, J. X. Davis and Bartly Meyers 
presiding. The saints gave testimony of 
the truth of the Latter Day Work, and en
joyed a good portion of the Spirit of God. 
At 6:30 p. m., John X. Davis, treasurer of 
Lhe Elclers' Fund reported receiving for the 
'luarter ending March 4th, 1876, $9.34, and 
during this quarter from the Newton branch 
810.40 and $1.45 from the Independence 
branch, making on hand $21.19. Report 
was received, and it was ordered that the 
money remain in the hands of the treasurer 
nntil otherwise ordered by the conference. 
Priest Batty reported 

Resolved that we recommend Br. John X. 
Davis to Bishop I. L. Rogers as proper per
scn to act as his a.gent in. the Des :Joines 

to receive tithing1 &c .. 
p.m., preaching by T. E. Lloyd. 

.J.1.ftcr service business was resumed, and 
licenses were voted to all the oftlcials of the 
district. 

The authorities of the church were sus
t:1ined; also Alfred White as president and 
.John Sayer as clerk. 

David C. White was ordained a priest by 
'.\T. Stamm and J. X. Davis. 

Adjourned to meet [).t Des :1.Ioines, Sept. 
2d, 1876, at 10 a. m. 

Philadelphia Conference. 
Conference assembled on Sunday, May 

28, 1876, at 10:30 A.Thi. John Stone, presi
dent; Joseph A. Stewart, clerk. 

Branch Reports.-Philadelphia: 49 mem
bers, 6 removed by letter. 

Hornerstown: 9 members. Organized 
December 36, 1875, with () members; 3 
died, 1 baptized, 2 received. 

South Bethlehem and Hyde Park not re
ported. 

Elders' Reports.-John Stone, president, 
thinks he will have more time totravelamong 
the branches in the future. He was the 
first to join the Reorganization in Phihdel
phia, and says he has striven to cb his duly 
to the best, of his ability. Asa Copeland 
said that he knew this to be the work of 
God, and wants to see it prospG:r; being 
willing to do all that he possibly can to ad
vance the cause of Christ. Jahn "\Veb~ re· 
ported having done to the best of his ability. 
Wm. Small said that he had labored consid
erable, preaching twice every Sunday dur
ing the quarter, and enjoys more of the 
Spirit of God than he ever did before. Jo
seph A. Stewart has· been in New Jersey 
several times and preached some ten or 
twelve times; has visited many in the 
branch with Br. Harrison; baptized one in 
Allentown, N. J. Brn. Elias Sims and Jas. 
Logan reported. Wm. Crumb, of Danville. 
Pa., reported by letter, having a branch of 
seven members. 

Priests' Peports.-Wm. H. Harrison said 
that all his l[).bors had been in the branch; 
he does not think that the spiritual condi
tion is as good as it was. Wm. Harris, of 
Danville, Pa., reported by letter. 

Wm. Small was continued in his labors in 
New Jersey; John Stone sustained as pre8-
ident of the district; Joseph A. Stewart as 
secretary, and the authorities of the church 
were sustained. The report of the :Book 
Agent, Hosea H. Bacon was received. 

Adjourned to meet in Philadelphia, Aug. 
26, 1876. 

Southern Indiana District. 
Canference convenecl at Union, Jefferson 

county, Incl., June 3, 1876. Harbert Scott, 
president; J. S. Constance, secretary. 

Branch Reports.-Pleasant Ridge: 34 
members; no change. New Trenton: 1-1 
members; no change. Union: 31 members, 
l baptized, 1 expelled. Olive : 15 mem
bers; no change. Eden: 4.0 members, 2 
received by certificate. Low Gap: not re
ported. 

Elders B. V. Springer, l\I. R. Scott, Har
bert Scott,, S. Hector, C. Scott, l\1. '1'. 
Short and D. Scott reported in person, and 
Wm. H. Chappelow by letter. C. Scott. 
had baptized one during the quarter. 

Priests Wm. H. Burton and J. S. Christie 
reported in person, and Robert Eyers by 
letter. 

Teachers Robt. Dunlap and J. S. Con-
stance reported. 

All the officials present expressed them
selves as doing the best they can under their 
several circumstances. 

Resolved that we accept the "Rules of 
Order" adopted by the General Conference. 

Upon request from Eden branch, confer
ence appointed B. V. Springer, S. Rector 
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·J .. nd :.\l. T. Short as a c0urt to investigate 
1"lifficulties existing there; also upon request 
fror::1 same bra.nch J. S. Constn.nce was 
:-;ranted a, renGwal of licen~e, and. T .. J. Bell 
T,7~s grt>~·~ted a claacon~s license. 17po:ti rec
c11nn1endation signed by IIenry A. Stebbins~ 
:3..ecretary of the Church, Chrislian Seichrist 
was gr£tnted a,n el<ler~s iicenE'e. S. llector 
wstained as Bishop's Ggent. 

Resolved that we rescind the i·esolu.tion 
by us in August., 18 73, authorizing 

district secretarv to furnish blank re
ports to an the bran.Che~. 

That it is the duty of all members residing 
•1Utside the bounds of their respective 
l::rnnches to report to the officers -of the 
·)ru,::iches where their names are enrolled at 
least once in every three months, either in 
person or by letter. 

That the clerks of the respective branches 
furnisli a copy of the foregoing resolution 
to all. members in the district to whom it 
a,pplie~. 

:'.I. T. Short and C. Scott were requested 
to labor in the district as led by the Spirit ; 
B. V. Springer to open up the field in Law
rence and adjoining counties. The general 
authorities of the church, together with the 
officers of the district were sustained. All 
elders and priests of the district were re .. 
~1uested to ~labor a.s their circumstances 
r;ermit. 
- Evenbg session, preaching by Harbert 
Scott and J. S. Christie. 

Sunday, June 4th.-:liorning session, 
in·eaching by C. Scott n.nd :JI. R. Scott; 
<ifternoon, by Harbert Scott and D. Scott; 
evening byB. V. Springer and :\I. T. Short. 

Jlo:nday ~ June .'Sth.-Sacra,ment and tes
meeling was held, in which a goodly 

un,rticipated, and a good degree of 
was enjoyed. Evening, preaching 

and :II. E. Scott. 
to meet at Eden brancG., Sep~. 

at 10:30 A. ~L 

Xotlfie(l to Appear. 
Celis. Wilson having removed from the Far 

West Branch, Caldweil county, i.Iissouri, 
,,nd not hfl.ving reported for a long time, is 
hereby requested to do so within three 
months from the publicalion of this request, 
or her name will he ta.ken from the branch 
record, and be reported to the church re
corder for entry among the scattered mem-
bers. .lsDREW J. SEELEY, pi·esident. 

:II. M. BALLINGER,, clerk. 
P. 0. address, :\Iirabile, Caldwell Co., :l\Io. 

Br. J. F. Pry is hereby notified to appear 
before a court of elders, on or before August 
15, 18i6, a.t the residence of Br. John H. 

Thomas. Plet~sa.ut \'iBw Bl'anch, Spring 
River District, to answer to charges pre
ferred against him. Failing to do so, action 
will be had and verdict. given as 
were p:ce~ent. By order of 
Council~ this ~1st Jnne, 187G. 

JOHN II. THo~JAS, 1-,resiclenr. 
CHA s. ::II. Fi::LKs, Clerk. 

Bis11op's Report. 
Reorganized Ch1;.rch of Jesus Christ, ir.: 

account with Bishop I. L. Rogers, for the 
quarte1· ending June 30th, 18113: 
1S7G. D.R. 
April 1, To balance due I. L. Rogers on 'l'ith~ 

ing :Fund.................................... } °! 
3, Pa.id Church Secretary ................... .. 
-±, " P. S. "\Vixon1............................. C": 
±, " C. G. Lanphear ............. :.......... 10 :::~; 
4, " \\7". '\1?. Blair ............................. 40 De, 

:' 11, H Church Recorder..................... 20 
" 13, " \Y"m, IL Kelley........................ ~o 0~1 
" 13 1 " John 0. Foss............................. 10 
" 13, " Joseph R. Lambert .. ·................ 20 O~J 
'' 18, " Duncan Campbell..................... 10 c.>_1 
" 21, ': )I. H. Forscutt ........................ 20 (\J 

:u~y 3, " Sr. 0. V\T. Wandell.................... 10 (") 
3, " J. R. Lambert........................... 25 0:) 
-!, " \V. \V. Blair............................. 4 t1J 
7, 11 R. . .J. Anthony.......................... 10 CC 
S, " W. W. Blair ............................. GO L" 

': 16, " Er. J. S. Patterson .................... 10 C1J 
20. " J. I-I. La.ke .............................. 25 (11-; 
30~ " .T. S. Patterson ... ... .. ....... .. ....... 30 G J 
3i, " Jason "\Y. Briggs ....................... 30 

" 31. " E. C. Briggs ........ ................. .. .. 30 (,(' 
June 13~ a Sr. J. \V. Briggs ....... .,.............. 20 ((, 

Total ............................... ~$474 :J', 
CR. 

-41;t 11, :From John L. Bass, \.'Vis ................. .. 
11, ·~ George 0. Ilass, 1iYis ................. . 
13, " Sr. R. \Va.rnock, Ills ............... . 

" 13, " A. :JI. 'Wilsey, Ills ................... .. 
': 18, " Peter .T. Holei ~Io .................... . 
" 24, " Stephen \.Yoodsi Ioi.va ............. .. 

2-b, " .John L. Buckingham, Oregon ... 
:\It',·.Y :3, " ~r . .Janet Black, \Vis ................ .. 

11, i; Da-vicl Dancer. Ills..................... 50 (!·, 

:9, " .James Allen, Io'\\·p., .......... ., ....... . 
:25, ::\Ielvina, Heyener, Ills............... 5 

"' 2.6, ': .John Pett, IoiY<l, ....................... ::in 
::'.lj "' ~\fory _,L Pett

1 
.Jr., Jo»va .......... ,, 10 C 

~.-i, " Richard Farmer, Iov,·a .............. 10 C 
:::6, ·' P~. ~T. Benjamin, agent for Kew-

anee District. Ills. ................. 25 (1
• 

June Ji, " Elizr~ Hunter, Ills ..................... 1:2 
1- '..:!~, £. :.11. Bo\ven ......... .. .. ... ... .. . ..... 5 n · 

Total receipts .................. :.::)200 lJ', 
Balance <lue I. J_,, Rogers ........... 205 2~. 

April 1, Balance of Utah Chapel Fund, .......... . 
" 2±, Received from Thomas Taylor as agent 

for saints in Birmingham, England, 
£3 10s. orde1· on Chicago.............. lfl 11 

2±, From J. L. Buckingham, Oregon...... 5 o'.;, 
" :25, ·' Rena Roundy, Iowa.................... 5 (h)" 

Total on hand ..................... 34 Gl 

June ;Ji), "\Yelsh J.Iission on hancl ................. ~~?~2~7:;. 
30, Danish :Jiission on hand ................. ~.~$10 fo-

Herald Office in account with the Church: 
Dr. to Tithings and Offerings received a.3 
follows, during the quarter. 
Apr. 10, From Sr. ~Tane Frost, Xeb ................... $3 2-, 

" 10, " Sr. Philo Howard. Ills ................ 11 1(., 
" 19, Henry Halliday, Iowa ................. 15 00 
H 28, Frank Steffe, :Jiass ...................... 2 00 

l\Iay li A. B. Johns, :Nei,-ada .................. 23 00 
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\'fm. H. Cnnve11, Ills .................. 15 00 
Frank Steffe, l\Ia.ss ...................... 2 00 
Sr. Hannah Bardsley, Cal. ........... 4 00 
Sr. Mary J_,everton, Canoda ......... I 00 
Sr. :Mary Zimmerman, Cal. ......... 5 00 
:Frank Steife, iliass ...................... 2 00 

,, r)•) --, ,, 30, 
.Jnne 7, 

" a 13: 
" 20, 

Total ................................... $8:3 35 
CR. ~~-

Anril 1, By balance ........................................ 825 43 
~" 17, " paid Sr. J. W. Briggs ..................... 20 00 
" 17, " paper to Apostles' Quorum.............. 06 

~ay 2, " paper, envelopes, and stamps, to 
:First Presidency .......................... 3 00 

17," Bill of publications to English Mis-
sion, as allowed by April Confer-
ence, 1876 •.................................. 82 6± 

22, " Stamps to First. Presidency............ 51 
22, " Tracts to A. :r. Odom..................... 50 

Total .. "' ............................ $1:32 14 
Balance due Herald Office ............ $48 79 

A credit of two dollars in April 15th Her
ald should have been to John Walker of 
Nevada, instead of to A. B .. Johns. 

HERALD OFFICE TO UTAH CHAPEL FUND. 
1876. Dlt. 

Balance at last quarter ........................ $9 25 
April 3, From J. B. Price, Cal ........................... 10 00 

" 28, " Alex Hay ................................... 10 00 
31~y 1, A. E. Johns, Nevada .................... 5 00 

3. Sr. S. E. Cook ............................. 5 00 
8, J. F. C!engbal<, Idaho ................. l 00 
8, J.C. Clengbak, " ................. 1 00 

15, Sent per A. B. Johns, Nevada .............. 5 50 
29, From r~obert Strang, Utah .................. 1 00 
3J, " A sister, \Yis .............................. 2 00 

June 7, Sr. H. Bardsley, Cal ................... 1 00 
'' 17) .J. JI. Snider, lUo ........................ 5 00 

20, :Frank Ste:ffe, 3Iass ..................... 3 00 

Total on hand ..................... $58 75 

I. L. ROGETIS, BTsh---op:--
Fer II. A. S. Secretary. 

~-~ 

Sister's Meeting. 
}Iinutes of a sisters' meeting, held at the 

0hurch in Providence, R. I., June 8th, 18i6, 
:tt two p,m., to consider the propriety of or
ganizing a sewing society. Sr . .'\I. A. Brad
ford was c;.tlled to the chair; prayer was 
cfferecl, r.fter which the following resolu
ti\n-1s were presented and carried. 

Ttlt1t we organize ourselves into a sewing 
society, which shall be called the "Sisters 
of Zion;" that Sr. M. A. Bradford be our 
president; that Sr. KB.le E. Blood be our 
vice-president; that Sr. H. =1Iaria Yerring
tou be our treasurer, and that Sr. Annie 
Holt be our secretary; that we meet every 
second Thursday at two p.m., at the church, 
and spend the afternoon in work; that we 
tax ourselves twenty-five cents a year each, 
and five cents each meeting, to help swell 
the fonds of the society. 

And that while we assemble together, we 
pledge ourselves to refrain from speaking 
evil or disrespectfully of any one, whether 
members or non-members; that we will do 
a11 we can to promote the interest of the 
cause we have espoused; that we will be at 
peace with all, and work in harmony, thus 
showing how sweet and pleasant it is for foose 
that love the Lord to dwell together in peace 
and unity; that the means, accumulated by 

our labors be used in helping the temporal 
interests of Christ's church, as wisdom shall 
direct; that a copy of these resolutions be 
sent to the Herald for publication. 

There were ten sisters present; a good 
feeling prevailed, and all felt that God would 
bless our efforts. Prayer was offered by 
Sr. Blood, and the meeting adjourned, and 
the sisters departed for their homes rejoic
ing in the future prospects of the society. 

ANNIE HOLT, Secretar!f. 

HYMN. 

In thy precious love, 0 Savior, 
I would ever more abide; 

In a sacred newness to thee, 
Where no evil can betide. 

Oft my pathway lies through dangers, 
Oftimes snares beset my feet; 

-!\fay thy pnre and holy Spirit 
'.Bide with me to guide aright, 

Oft mine enemies assaH me, 
They my weekness full well know; 

In the midst of thy pavilion. 
Shield me from the vengeful foe. 

Make my pathway clear before me; 
Give me strength to walk therein, 

That with all the true and faithful, 
I thy glorious home may gain. Y.Y. 

BORN. 
At Providence, R. I., June 3d, 1876, to 

the wife of Francis M. Sheehy, a son. 

DIED. 
At Deer Isle, Maine, of diptheria, .June 

26th, 1876, David A. Harvey, aged 8 years, 
7 months and 21 days; also, July 2d, 1874, 
Daniel Harvey, aged 14 years, 5 months and 
21 days; also, July 11th, 1874, Rosebell 
Harvey, aged 2 years, 3 months and 2 days; 
also, July 13th, 18i4, George W. Harvey, 
aged 10 years, 11 months and 23 days. The 
above were the children cf Br. William and 
Sr. Sophia Harvey. 

Our little ones are gone to rest, 
'I1heir souls are numbered with the blest. 

At East Grove, Bureau county, I!iinois, 
J\lay 13th, 1876, Orrin, eldest son of Daniel 
and Mahala Conderman, aged 10 years, 1 
month, and 23 days. 

We'll close the door of his little room) 
For now, alas, he~s gone; 

Yet we trust and pray to meet him soon, 
In a brighter, happier home. 

For though we miss him in our heart:i, 
The parting will not be long; 

As Christ will give our darling back, 
In the resurrection morn. C.M.C. 

OBITUARY. 
Beloved brethren of the Herald Office: I 

have been impressed for some time to write 
you a few things connected with us as a 
branch of the true Church of Jes us Christ 
of Latter Day Saints. We have been organ
ized just about two years now, since which 
time we have witnessed many reverses, tri
als, persecutions, and afflictions; none of 
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which have pressed upon us so heavily as I 
the loss by death. of our beloved and high
ly esteemed brother, Charles Wagner, who 
passed away in the morning of life, in my I 
~ouse, just at day d.awn o;r.i '.he six_teenth of I 
June. He bore his afilrnt1on with great 
''30mposure and resignation, 1vithout a mur· 
mur or complaint; strong to the last mo
ment in his faith of the latter day church. 
He was born i:J. Germany, December 30th, 
lS4'.l; came to this country in 1867 in com
ps.ny with his brother Henry, who still sur
'7ives him. Though m'.lch afflicted, yet he 
~1ears his bereavement with manly firmness 
:rnd christian fortitude. Words of comfort 
J.nd. hope were spoken by the writer to a 
:respectable and sympathetic audience. 

C. W. SHORT. 
.::T·JPLIX, Jlo., 1July,1876. 

Pacific Slope liission. 
To the Sctints of Cal\fornia District.-By a 

resolution of our April Conference. held at 
Washington Corners, April 6th, 1876, the 
money co:lected for the purpose of defray
ing the expenses of A. H. Smith and family 
to California wa,s refunded to those who 
~s,ve that is, the balance after paying his 
rn:re here. Therefore, I request those 
that I have not seen to insti·uct me by letter, 
c::- otherwise, what to do with it, and I will 

it as you may direct. Address John 
>rest Oakla11d, Alameda County, 

:Kewanee District. 
\Yhere.&s~ in the minds of many saints of 

the Kewanee District there is a lack of any 
Snaucial system whereby the much-needed 
fonds for the work of the ministry may be 
r,aised, and whereas, it is generally conceded 
chat the saints are ready and willing to con
t1'ibute liberally, provided that some simple 
'mt practical plan can be adopted through-
:;Jut the therefore, 

1\-otzce is given, that a special con-
ference will convene at Kewanee, .Tuly 29th, 
1 SIG, to take this matter under considera
tion. The presidents of the branches and 
the Bishep's agent are especially invited to 
attend, together with all the elders who can. 
They should come prepared to recommend 
some reasonable, practical system of finance 
to be adopted for use throughout the dis-
tr~ct. H. c. BRONSON, president. 

.Addresses. 
Phineas Cad well, President of the Second 

Quorum of Elders, Log1:rn, Harrison county, 
Iowa. 

Donald ::\faule, Secretary of the Second 
Quorum of Elders, :Magnolia, Harrison corrn
ty, Iowa. 

John T. Davies, box 38, Cherokee, Craw
ford county, Kansas. 

Information Wanted. 
Sr. Ruth A. Turner, of Montrose, Io,wa. 

desires information of the whereabouts of 
one George Hervey Graham, son of Carter 
and Eliz& Grah&m. The last his friends. 
knew of him, he, in company with another 
gentleman, left California for Utah, no time 
stated. Any one knowing anything about 
him will confer a great favor by addressing 
as above, or Curtis Graham, same place. 

Costumes of Egyptian "Women. 
Egyptian ladies walk about the streete. 

upon shopping expeditions (in which I am 
told they take an even more intense and 
rapturous delight than my own fair country,. 
women) enveloped in a hideous black gar
ment, not unlike the dismal robes of the 
Roman Confraternita, which effectually 
conceals the attractions nature has bestowed 
upon them as well as those due to the adorn
ments of millinery and jewelry. But En
glish ladies who enjoy the privilege of free 
access to some of the leading Egyptian 
harems have informed me that this shapeless, 
lugubrious vestment covers toilets cf the 
greatest splendor in material and color and 
bifouterie that might awaken envy in the 
breast of many a titled Western dame. 

I have listened to thrilling accounts of 
lockets as large as turkey's eggs, both faces 
of which are carved with brilliants of th2 
first water the size of goodly chick peas; o± 
comolete "custumes" from Worth and 
l\Iadame Elsie; of ropes of pearls that would 
have "sicklied o'er with the pale cast of 
thought" the lavish impulses of Lothai~ 
himself; of rubies, emeralds 2.nd sapphires 
scattered with fine profusion over the sur
face of undeniable, if somewhat exuberant 
charms. As the Egyptian ladies, so the 
Egyptian houses. What they are compelled 
to exhibit to public gaze is of a simplicity 
frequently amounting to ugliness, while tha'. 
which they reserve for private inspection is 
gorgeous and ornate in the extreme.-Oai~o 
Gar. London Daily Telegraph. 

"Preach Against the Jews." 
A young minister had gone to a prospe1'

ous church to preach his first sermon. Be
fore leaving the house the gentleman whc 
was entertaining him euggested to him no; 
to preach a.gainst the Uuiversalists. "There 
are," said he, "several Universalists fam
ilies who have pews in our church, and we 
don't want them· offended." The young 
minister promised. At the church vestibule 
one of the deacons drew him aside, and said .. 
"Do you see those gentlemen just passing 
in? They are Spirit~lists, but come here 
to church ocmiSionally. I wish you would 
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\Je r" little careful not say unything that 
might hurt their feelings." The minister 
promised. As he was ascending the pulpit 
2teps, on.e of the elders button·-holed him 
f0r a moment to whisper nn additional cau
tiou-'"Ihe leading liquor dealer has just 
come into the church, and he gives us a lift. 
2ometimes. I wish yon would be particular 
not to allude to tlH whisky business or the 
i:emperance question/' The youug minister, 
get<ing fairly frightened to see the moral 
ground thus steadily narrowing before him, 
inquired) '•Pray, 1vho or what shall I preach 
against, tben '?" The elder's reply came 
with an air of triumph-"Preach ·against 
th~,,,J~~s; fhey}::·!~ven't.gotafriendin town." 
-~nnt of the 1 zrnes. 

"Enter Tlly Closet." 
I BEEL that all I know and all that I teach 

will do nothing for my soul, if I spend my 
time, r.s some people do, in business or 
company. lily s"oul starves to deat.h b. the 
best company, and God is often lost in 
prayers and ordin~nces. ''Enter into thy 
closet," said He, "and shut thy door." 
Some words in scripture are vcry"emphati
cal. "Shut thy door" means much: it means, 
shut out, not only nonsense, but business; 
noi only the co1npany at hon1e; it means, 
l2s thy poor soul have a little rest and re
freshment, and God have an opportunity to 
spea:I;: to thee in 3, st.ill, s111a,ll voice, or He 
w:ll speD,k to thee in thunder.-Gecil. 

ll se of Tobacco, 
I~ead this-do you wonder that. the Lord 

"H is not good for man." 
It terrible-this habit of tobacco chew-

and smoking among This pcr-
weed has utterly imd ul.tcr-

ruined thousands of It tends to 
softening and 

nu-3. it. greatly injures the the spinal 
m&rrow, and the whole nervous tluid. A 
boy who smokes ea.rly and frequ~ntly, or in 
any any way uses large quantities of tobac~ 
·~o. is never known to make a man of much 
en.ergy, and generally lacks muscular and 
physical, as well as mental power. We 
would particularly warn boys who want to 
make anything in the world, to shun tobac
co as a most baneful poison. 

How to Get Along" 
Twenty clerks in a store, twentv hands in 

a printing office, twenty apprell'tices in a 
shipyard, twent.y young men in a village
all want to get along in the world and expect 
to do so. One of the clerks will become a 
parttrer, and make a fortune; one of the 
compositors will own a newspaper, and be
come an influential citizen; one of the ap
pre~tices will become a masterbuilder; one 
of the young villagers will get a handsome 

farm, and live like a patriarch-but which 
one is the lucky individual? Lucky? There 
is no luck about it. The thing is almost as 
certain as the rule of three. 'l'he young 
fellow who will distance his competitors is 
he who masters his business, who preserves 
his integrity, who li-ves cleanly and purely, 
who devotes his leisure to the acouisition of 
knowledge, who gains friends by' deserving 
them and who saves spare money. There 
are some ways to fortune shorter tha.n this 
old dusty highway but the soounch men of 
the community, the men who achieve some
thing really worth having, good fortune, 
good name, and serene old age, all go in this 
hard, dirty road. 

FORSCUTT AND SHINN DISCUSSION. 

DISCUSSION 

REY. JOHN 
BETWEEN 

L. SHINN, 
Of the Universalist Church, and 

ELDER MARK H. FORSCUTT, 
Of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter Day Saints. 

J. L. Shinn affirms that "The Bible te3.ches 
that the Coming of Christ to judge the 

World is now past." 
Mark H. Forscutt affirms that "The Bible 

teaches the Literal Resurrection of the 
Body from the Grave." 

Price: Cloth, 7 5 cts.; Paper, 50 cts. 
The discussion lasted four days, and ma!rns 

a book of 194 closely printed pages 

LITHOGlUPH PICTURE OF NAuYOO 

'i'EMPLE, 18 x 26 Inches, 

Sent by mail, carefully packed, for $1.25. 

NOT ICE. 
Vfhen changing your place of residence or desirin?' 

your paper sent to a. different post-office, be particula-~ 
in giving, in full, the name of the post-office, coun(y1 

a~d. state where you had been last receiving it, and 
d1stmctly state the n~me of the post-office, county an(\ 
state to wh1ch you wish your paper sent in the future~ 

If your paper has been going in a package, state 
whose. 

When mailing a letter, whether in a railroadcar, on 
~ steambo~tt, or while visiting at a friend's, in every 
instance give your own address where you are taking 
your paper. 

When taking subscrlptions for HERALD and HOPE be 
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suhscriber." 

If your paper has been discontimrnd, state where 
you have fast been taking iti and the time it was stop~ 
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Cb., ills. A~l sums over Five.Dollars should be se:at by 
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Vol. 23. PLANO, ILL., AUGUST 1, 1876. No.15. 

The Gominn1u11ion, and Lord's 
§up1le1r. 

'CO}DIENTS ON I. CORINTHIANS 11: 17-34. 

In order to ascertain what the teach
'ings of our brother Paul who wrote this 
letter, were, on the subject of the com
munion, and the Lord's supper, it will 
be proper for this part of his letter to 
the church at Corinth, to be spread be
fore us somewhat after the manner in 
which he wrote it; therefore I will lay 
aside the versifying of it, and .present it 
more in the form of 9> letter, for con
·venience sake, and to s:;i,ve space. 

''Now in this that l declare unto you I I 
•praise you not., that ye come not together 
·for the better, but for the worse. For first I 
of all, when ye come together in the church, 
'I hear that there be divisions among you; 
•and I partly believe it. For the:re must al
so be divisions among you, that they that 
•are approved may be made manifest among 
you. When ye come together into one place, 
is it not to eat the Lord's supper? But in 
eating every one taketh before other his 
own supper; and one is hungry, and an

·vther is drunken. What! have ye not 
houses to eat and drink in? Or despise ye 
the church of God, and shame them that 
have not? What shall I say unto you? 
shall I praise you in this? I praise you 
not. .For I have received of the Lord that 
which also I delivered unto you, That the 
Lord Jesue, that same night in which he 
was betrayed, took bread ; ancl when he 
had given thanks, he brake it, and said, 
Take, eat, this is my body which is broken 
for you ; this do in remembrance of me. 
After the same manner also he took the cup 
when he had supped, This cup is the new 
testament in my blood; this do ye as oft as 
ye drink it in remembrance of me. For as 
often as ye eat this bread, and Jirink this 
cup, ye do shew forth the Lord's death tiil 
lie come. Wherefore, whosoever shall eat 
this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord 

Whole No. 351, 

unworthily, shall be guilty of the body ancl 
blood of the Lord. But let a man examine 
himself, and so let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup. For he that eateth 
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drink
eth condemnation to himself, not discerning 
the Lord's body. For this c·ause many are 
weak and sickly among you, and many 
sleep. For if we should judge ourselves, we 
should not be judged. But when we are 
judged we are chastened of the Lord, that 
we should not be condemned with the world. 
Wherefore when ye come together to eat, 
tarry one for another. And if any man 
hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come 
not together unto condemnation. And the 
rest will I set in order when I come." 

If we can learn from competent and 
trustworthy sources, what the custom of 
the primitive church, or former day 
saints was, in assembling together to eat; 
we will be enabled to understand the 
reasons why Paul should use such strong 
and surprising language, as he does in 
the fore part of our extract. 

lb appears that it was the custom of 
the church in its early days, to h2've a 
feast, called a love feast, or in the Greek 
"agape," and at the close of which they 
partook of the bread and wine which 
was used at this supper, and after being 
blessed, was partaken of' to commemorate 
the sufferings and death of the Lord J e
sus; and that this supper was called the 
communion or 'love feast,' in which the 
saints communed together, or eat together 
as a family of brothers and sisters in the 
Lord; after which, in the use of the 
sanctified bread and cup of wine, they 
communed with the Lord. 

This feast or supper, or what is some
times called the breaking of bread, was 
furnished by those who were able among 
the church, and at which the poor or 
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those who had no houses to eat in, could 
come and sit down with perfect freedom, 
a.nd in holy communion and friendship 
at ·one common table, and enjoy with 
those who were better off in this world's 
goods, a feast of charity. Sometimes 
these refreshments were furnished by the 
&blations in the form of contributions of 
:money given on a similar or preceding 
.Occasion, or in other words, from the 
oblations already offered. 

I shall produce abundant historical, 
and sufficient scriptural evidence in fa-
701' of this feast or communion of saints, 
and its connection with the Lord's sup
per, after I have applied Paul's reason
ing in connection with this idea. 

He asked the question, "When ye 
eome together into one place, is it not to 
eat the Lord's supper?" Certainly; 
but how did they act, that it' should be 
the occasion of such a sharp reproof? 
Why, before -eating (the Lord's supper 
with the whole body) "every one taketh 
before other his own supper,'' that is, 
~nstead of doing as they ought to, "tarry 
one for. another," each began to help 
himself, or to eat his own supper, selfish
ly gratifying his own appetite, another 
drinking the wine for self-gratification, 
]Jecame drunken; while others, the poor 
perhaps, or the modest and orderly, were 
made hungry by this greedy devouring 
of refreshments, or the feast, by these 
despisers of the church of God, the 
brethren. "What! have ye not houses 
:o eat and drink in?" That is, if your 
idea is that this feast or communion and 
supper of th,e Lord is simply and solely 
to gratify your hunger and thirst, eat 
and drink for that purpose at home. 

"Or do ye despise the church of God?" 
Have you no respect, no love, no care for 
the brethren and sisters, many who 
have no houses to eat in, are poor, and 
humble, and who come to this feast to 
hold sweet and heavenly communion 
with others of like precious faith, and 
you thus show contempt for them, thus 
despise the church or "congregation" of 
God, and "shame them that have not" 
houses to eat in ? 

"Shall I praise you in this? I praise 
you not." Know ye not that by your 

conduct, by eating the bread and drink
ing the wine, you deprive the church, . 
the Lord's body of the privilege and: 
duty of eating the Lord's supper the 
very purpose for which you com~ to
gether? Do you not know that the 
Lord instituted this ordinance the same 
night in which he was betrayed took· 
bread, after he had eaten the paschal 1 

supper-or passover supper; that is. 
took some of the bread they had be~ . 
fore them, and had been using of; ancL: 
blessed it, and said, Take, eat, for this , 
represents my body which is to be , 
broken for you; this do in re}llembrance·· 
of me. And "after the same manner 
also he took th() cup when he had sup~ 
ped, (that is, after supper, saying), This 
is the new testament in my blood; this . 
do ye as oft as ye drink it in remem
brance of me." "For as often as ye eat 
this bread and drink this cup, ye do 
shew forth the Lord's death till he come."· 

"Wherefore?" Because it is to be·· 
done in remembrance of the Lord; and. 
to symbolize and manifest thereby the 
Lord's death till he comes or returns to 
earth, when, he has promised that they 
who are worthy shall "eat and drink at 
my table," "in my kingdom,'' even at the 
marriage supper of the Lamb; where
fore, whosoever shall eat this bread and. 
drink of this cup unworthily; as some · 
of you do, acting in such an unsee:rnly, 
un-saint-like, gluttonous and drunken 
manner, "shall be guilty of the body and. 
blood of the Lord." "But let a man 
examine himself." Let him see wheth
er he recognizes the church, whether 
he is in love and fellowship, in sympathy, 
in harmony with his fellow communi
cants, his brothers and sisters; see if he 
is humble, meek, obedient, and charita
ble, "and so let him eat of that bread 
and drink of that cup." "For he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily;" not 
1mworthy altogether, but unworthilz;; 
that is in an unworthy, improper care
less, ignorant and presumptions manner; 
"eateth and drinketlt condemnation to 
himself, not discerning;" not recogniz
ing as his equals in the right and privi
lege of partaking "the Lord's body," or 
the church. "For, for this cause [be-
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cause they eat and drink unworthily] I the proper time, and would be deprived 
many are weak and sickly [spiritually] of their portion and be mortified thereat, 
among you, and many sleep." "For if as also at the unseemly conduct of these 
we would judge ourselves [examine and "spots in your feasts of charity." (Jude 
prove ourselves to be entitled to, and to vs. 12.) There could be an occasion 
nave eaten and drunken worthily] we for, and an apropriateness in such lan
should not be judged [otherwise by guage as Paul here used. 
'those who are over us in the Lord.] I will now endeavor to show from Ec-

"Wherefore, my brethren, when ye clesiastical and other history that the 
come together to eat, [to commune in "communion" and Lord's supper, or that 
your "feast of charity" and then to par- and the "agape," or "love feasts," were 
'take of the bread and cup], tarry one connected and observed together by the 
for another." (Wait till the whole former day saints. 
·church have gathered in, so as to recog- However I would remark first, That 
nize the Lord's body, and act like one the relation that Christians are brought 
united, loving family, and then eat). into, to one another when they enter a 
"And if any man hunger;" if he thinks Christian community, is that of a family. 
that the love feast or communion and * * * We are related to God and also 
Lord's supper is merely to gratify his to one another. "One is your master; 
'1mnger, and he can not wait till the even Christ; and all ye are brethren." 
whole church is gathered together, and (Matt. 23 : 8). In our church relation 
·the Lord's body discerned; "let him eat to God and to one another we have com
at home;" [he would eat and drink un- munion with him through Christ, and 
worthily if he came among you] ; "that also with one another. Our communion 
ye come not together unto condemna- with Christ, as the great Head of the 
tion." "And the rest [other things that church, from whom all our spiritual life 
are out of order among you] will I set is derived, is promoted and publicly 
.in order when I come." shown by a partaking of bread and wine, 

Now I submit to the good sense of my the symbols of his body and blood. And 
ry:eaders, whether in the manner in which our brotherly communion with one an
-the Lord's supper (?) is celebrated by other is represented by the meal which 
many at the close of the morning's the former day saints ate together, which 
preaching service, that is at dinner was, at times, called a "love feast" or 
time, and a little piece of bread and a "feast of charity." In the patriarchal 
sip of wine (sometimes water) being giv- age of the world, feasts of various kinds 
en or carried around to each, if observed were very common, as a reference to ~
thus in Paul's time, could possibly have history of that time will plainly show. 
brought out such sharp and decisive And when we come to the time of Jew
language, and such explicit teachings, ish history, we find quite a number of 
and awful warnings? But if they came feasts established by di vine authority in 
'together to partake of the "agape" or the system of religion ordained by God 
"love feast," or refreshments obtained for the benefit of the Jewish nation, un
by contributions or oblations of former til the dispensation of Christ should 
occasions or by the generoµs donation or. come. And from the fact that various 
provision of food by the more able of religious feasts were given the Jews by 
the saints, and some hungry, undiscern- the Lord, we may infer that there was 
ing, ravenous souls should come in and something in their nature and tendency 
eat the bread, and other provisions; and which so operate upon.human character, 
some thirsty or wine-bibbing souls should as to render them auxiliary to the gen
drink the wine, or enough to become eral system of religion of which they 
drunken upon, they would need such a were a part, and which was designed 
rebuke; and when others came in, or to improve man's character by culti
the more modest, and humble and obe- vating and developing his social and be
dient would gather round the board, at nevolent feelings. 
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I will first refer to the testimony of 
Jude and Peter in behalf of religious 
feasts being observed among the saints 
of former days. Jude says : . 

"These are spots in your feasts of charity, 
when they feast with you, feeding them
selves without fear; clouds are they with
out water, carried about of winds ; trees 
whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice 
dead, plucked up by the roots."-Vs. 12. 

Says Peter, of the same class: 
"Spots they are and blemishes, sporting 

themselves with their own deceivings while 
they feast with you."-II. Pet. 11: 13. 

Jenkyn, in his exposition of Jude, 
verse 12; says : 

"The institution of these love-feasts was 
founded on the custom of the church, which 
immediately before the celebration of the 
Lord's supper used to have a feast, to testi
fy, continue, and increase brotherly love 
among themselves ; as· also to the poor, 
who hereby were relieved, whence they had 
their name agapae charities ; as if they were 
so intended for love that there could not be 
so fit a name to call them by as love itself. 
Of these feasts ,speaketh the apostle, when 
he saith that, 'every one of you taketh be
fore other his own supper,' I. Cor. 11 : 21, 
as also IL Pet. 11 : 13, where he speaks 
concerning the feasting of seducers with 
the Christians ; and frequent mention is 
made of these feasts among the ancients." 

The testimony of Ecclesiastical or 
Church History on the subject is of the 
following character: 

"The celebration of the sacrament of the 
0ucharist was originally accompanied by 
meetings which partook somewhat of a hos
pitable, or at least of a charitable character, 
and were called agape or feasts of love. 
Every Christian according to his circum
stances, brought to the assembly portions of 
bread, wine and other things, as gifts, as it 
were, or oblations. Of the bread and wine, 
such as was required for the administration 

" of the sacrament was separated from the 
rest, and consecrated by the bishop, (elder 
or presbyter alone), its distribution was fol
lowed by a frugal and serious repast. Un
doubtedly, those assemblies acted not only 
as excitements to ardent piety, but also as 
bonds of strict religious union and mutual 
devotion, '.during the dark days of terror 
rmd persecution. It was probably on those 
occasions, more than any other, that the 
frufferers rallied their scattered ranks, and 
encouraged each other, by one solemn act of 
brotherly communion, to constancy in one 
faith, and association in the same afiliction. 
\Ve observe moreover, that as the dangers 
passed away from the church, the more so-

cial form (if we may so express it) of eu
charistical administration gradually fell in
to disuse."- Waddington, History of the -
Church, page 27. 

In the language of another I may say : · 
"Alas my friends! Danger has not yet 

passed away from the church; persecution 
has only changed its manner of attack. 
When I read of those feasts of brotherly 
love; which the historian so beautifully al
ludes to, where the disciples rpJlied their -
forces, renewed their strength, and present-

- ed an unbroken phalanx to the foe-I wish' 
we had them yet. We are scattered, and 
separa'ted, and broken ; we need them still:" 

Mosheim (vol. 1, p. 197) remarks as 
follows: 

"In these solemn assemblies of Christians, . 
the kamonia, or charitable contribution to
ward the relief of the necessitous, was fol. 
lowed, according to St. Luke by the 'break
ing of bread.' The expression •to break. 
bread,' when it occurs in.the Acts of the
A postles, is for the most part to be under
stood as signifying the celebration of the · 
Lord's supper, in which the bread was bra
ken and distributed; we are not, however, to , 
consider it as exclusively referring to this or
dinance of our Savior, but as also implying 
that feast oflove, of which it was the cus
tomary practice of the Christians, even from, 
the very first always at the same time to par
take. That these two things were thus asso- -
ciated together, even in the very earliest in
fancy of Christianity, is clear from what is· 
said by St. Luke in Acts 11 : 46. For after 
there having told us that the brethren at Je
rusalem continued daily in the breaking of 
bread at different houses, he immediately 
adds that •they did eat their food together 
with joy and simplicity of heart.' (Meta
lambanon trophes en agallasei kai apheloteti 
kardias ). See, also, Acts 20 : 11, where the 
breaking of bread, or the celebration of the 
Lord's supper, is again clearly associated' 
with a feast or repast of the Christians. It 
appears therefore, that when, in compli
ance with our Savior's injunction, the Chris
tians would break bread together, they alsD
partook of a repast, in the nature of a sup
per. * J(· * Th.e service terminated with· 
some general prayers, which appear to have 
been distinctly recited by one or the other 
of. the apost.les or presbyters, and repeated 
after him by the. whole congregation.'' 

Brown, in his "Bible Dictionary" un
der the head of "Agapre." says: 

"This is a Greek word, and signifies 
properly •friendship.' The feasts of charity 
which were in use in the primitive church, 
were called by this name. They were cel
ebrated in memory of the last supper which, 
Jesus made with his apostles, when he in-
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I in those countries are as old as those of 
1 

'iVestern Asia and Egypt, by many cen· 
turies. He has devoted much attention 

otituted the eucharist. These festiv11ls were 
kept in the church, toward the evening, af
ter the common prayers were over, and the 
word of salvation had been heard. When 
this was done, the faithful ate iogethe:r, to :rncient. tombs, and learned the char-
with great simplicity and unicn, what ever·y acteristics of the tombs of different tirn.es 
n~an ha. d ~rought with t_hef'.l: s? tha~ t_he 'I and places. He . finds that. the oldest 
nc~ and tne. poor were rn .no w1s,, dis!m- tombs in Italy ar.e 3000 vears old, and 
gu1shed. After an econo1111cal and moaer- • . , . . f · , ' 'l · 
.. ·te supper they nartook 0.,. the Lord'o body I that tne an o · cons .. ructrng "· 1em wa~ 
'" ' • " . " c ' I ' . J n <•' . ' • 1'T l and blood, and gftvo each oliler the kiss of orcug.1t uom ,vesr.ern .n.~rn. l'lo tom is 
peace." • i of any race have ctn earlier dare than 

Olshausen in his commentary on I ] 700 years before Christ. To the µyra-' · · ·a 1· u·11 · · ~ " n Acts 20 : 7 "And upon the first day .of i nn o · · 1eops an antiquity oJ: .b. v. ' . I ? " - O'' . . I' "' f' b the week, when the disciples cr,me to- -"-"b .,. is given. t :mu a ew rom s re-
gether to bi-eak bread, Paul preached cently found are the oldest w·orks on 
unto them, ready to depart on the mor- earth. 'rhe tombs in the va.Jley of the 
row, and continued his speech until mid- Euphrates have the same date. IDgypt 
night," says: was colonized from the :li~i:q;hrates valley. 

"The connection plainly ieuds Jo this No coins have been found that are 5000 
conclusion; that the apostle wished to ob- years old. l1'our thousand years ago 
serve Sunday with the church, and to cele- there were but two systems of' writing in 
brate the Lord's supper, as also the agape h 1' d h h h · l h' 
with them, before he left Troas." t e wor1c1, an t ey are t 'e ierog yp JC 

and euniform writings of Egypt and 
Kitto, in his "Encyclo1Jcodia of Bib- N I 1 

i Asyria. ~ o pottery was made in ta1y 
lical J.Jiternture," under the article prior to 1000 R C. :binamelect pottery 
"Agape," has the followim~: ~ cl ~ began nrst to be formed in l~gypt, an 

"The primary celebration cf the eucharist the oldest specimens are of the same age 
had impressed a sacredness on the previous 
repast-compare esthionton anion, M11tt. 2G: as the pyramid of Cheops. 
26, and Mark 14: 22, with nwt,i to 'rhese facts correspond with the dis-
Luke 22 : 20 and I. Cor. 11 : :~5 ; coveries of Dr. Schlieman at the site of 
to this oonsideraiion w~ add the ardent ancient Troy. The story of Homer i8 
faith of the new converts on the one hand, founded upon facts, and his descrip
and the loss of property with the disruption 
of old connections ancl a.ttnchments on the tions are accurate and his most interest. 
other, which must have hightened the feel- ing narratives are literal truth. The 
ings of brotherhood, we neecl not look fur- present topography of the country har
ther to account for the :institution of the mon1zes ·with his description so nearly 
agape, at once :i symbol of Ci:nistian love, l · ~ · d h h h' t mt it mus,, be sup_ pose t at .. e, im
and a striking exemplification of its benev-
olent energy. However, soon its purity self, had seen the locality.· The Sca-
wa.s soiled, at first it. was not undeserving mander does not now run where it did. 
of the eulogy pronounced by the great om- (an important fact in geological specu~ 
tor of the church: 'A custom most beautiful lations on chronolgy) but an old bed cf 
and most beneficial; for it was a ·supporter the stream lies where Homer says its 
of love, a solace of povei·ty, a moderator of 
wealth, and a discipline of humility." waters once flowed, while mountain an& 

· Conclude,z in om· need. plain renrnin unchanged. 
------ 'l'he remains of ancient Illium are 
The Te~HallHHll'f qlf A.rt. thirty-three and a half feet below the 

Dr. ·w. C. Prime, who bas spent his modern surface of the plateau on which 
life studying ancient art, states to the it stood. A vast number of disks, vases, 
New Yoi'k Association for the A.dvance- idols, tools, weapons and ornaments of 
ment of Science that all his discoveries gold, silvm·, copper and terra-cotta have 
confirm the Mosaic account of the origin been found. The city walls have been 
of the race of man. He repudiates the parti:'tlly traced, and the temple of Mi
a.lmost universally admitted claim of the nerva identified. A house supposed to 
Chinese and Hindoos to a great antiqui
ty and maintains that no remains of art 

*Hayden's Dictionary of Date~ giveR 1082 B. Co 
only. They were 1Jegun l;:JOO B. C.-ED.'i. 
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be Priam's palace, has been uncovered. J Troy from a letter of Bayard Taylor. 
Its walls are blackened by the fire that He misses no opportunity to assert the 
destroyed the city, and in it were entire Christian faith concerning origins, yet 
human skeletons wearing copper helmets; he says ofSchliernan's discoveries, "FroK 
and $20.000 worth, by weight, of gold- the beginning down to the Greek period, 
en trinkets. A street was found and the evidences of a gradually declining 
traced to the Seman ()ate. civilization are so clear, in the discov-

The greiltest folly of this doubting eror's opinion, that they must be ac
agc is doubting. It is but two or three cepted." 
y-ears since the periodicals contained ar- The most frequent symbol on the disks 
guments to prove the tale of Troy an en- and coins of the most primitive people is 
tire fabrication, and the city and its he- the cross. Is not this a perfect confirm
ros a myth used by some ancient author ation of the Latter Day faith that the 
to represent spiritual truths-the idea progenitors of the race had a knowledge 
must have been borrowed from Sweden- of Christ; and that Christ manifested 
borg's "Correspondences." Even while himself to the brother of Jared and to 
Dr. Schlieman was making his great dis- the prophets and patriarchs of both hem
coveries the critics were busy proving, ispheres. 
not on1y the former non-existence of The discoveries made at Troy corres
Homer's heroes, but of Homer himself. pond with w~at is kn?~n of the e~rliest 
There is an orthodox circle controling e;as of ~recian ~r~cht1on and history. 
science and religion, the business of 'J.:he earliest trad1t1ons, as pre~erved by 
whose lives has been to challenge-to 

1 

the poets, represent that Thebes m Gre~ce 
call I\Iesmerism in its time an imposition, w~s founded by a colo~:y from Phonecia; 
phrenology a fabrication,. Spiritualism a flus :proves that trad1t10n rea_ches ?ack 
trick, and the Book of :Mormon a lie; toatmiewhenGre~c~was.notmhab1ted. 
trying to make their swaddling clothes fit Mythology has a s1m11ar import. H~r
growing people. One might •·easonably cules w.as undoubtedly a_n early c~lomst 
say that explorations in Egypt, Babylon, :vho gamed ~ame by slaymg .the wild an
Ti:oy, Palestine, Central America, a.nd im,als tha~ mfested t~e wilderness. of 
other places enough to draw Infidelity Greece. ~he leader o, ;he Phonecia_n 
~1nd doubt out of their strongholds, but colo~y to J.hebes was Caamu~, and he rn, 
there has always been a class that would adm1~ted. to have been the mventor o± 
•10, bolieve the Grecian alphabet. Savages have no 
' " v. • need of alphabets and the fair presurnp-

Above the site of 'l'roy a new city tion is that the earliest Greeks were en
iiourished through many centuries, while lightened. 
below· the samti site are relics of a pre- There is no department of research 
historic city of undeterminable antiquity; but what contributes to the establish
:md these latt0r are among the oldest ment. of the Christian faith. s. F. w. 
l'elics of human workmanship yet found 
in the earth. The important part of this 
revelation of the past is that the relics 
of irhe first city are superior in finish to 
those of the latest one; thus confirming 
all almost universally controverted teach-

of Scripture that the progenitors of 
race were wise and great. 'I'he Bi

ble and btter day revelation tell of a 
natriarch who walked with God and of 
~ citv t,hat was transiated far back in 
the dawning ages; while ruling philos
ophies t,race man back to an ancestry 
1Jhat walked on all fours. 

I have copied these facts concerning 

Opii.nii®n. 

Almost every body has an opinion, 
through whatever means it may have 
been formed. The opinion of one is just 
as authoritative as that of another; and 
it is but just that it is so. This being 
the case, the opinion of any person 
should be heard with civility and urban
ity. It is not indispensible to kindli
ness of feeling and proper respect, that 
we should assent to an opinion or senti
ment expressed. It is an admitted es
sential to the true character of a saint, 
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of a lady or gentleman, to treat all, in I· Theories should harmonize with the 
the giving of however diverse an opinion, facts as set forth authoritatively in the 
with courtesy and respect. A deficier..cy I books. Discrepancies therein have given 
in this regard, when a new view of a I many very serious thoughts regarding 
question is presented, may often culmin- I the acumen and veracit.v of men. 
ate in difficulties that are as useless as I P. P. Pratt, in the "Voice of W am. 
they.are senseles~. T~ose who ~re thus l ing," claims that the descendants of Lehi 
deficient, should DC obJects of pity. i were of the tribe of ]~phraim. He seems 

If A., B. or C. were to think for him- · oblivious to the fact, that the Book o~· 
self; and not altogether follow the old- Mormon states as a matter of history, 
time-beaten paths of thought; and yet t.hat Lehi was a descendant of Manasse}J. 
contradict no established and revealed If J..iehi were a Marrnssehite, would not 
truth of the faith, that would not au- his children be also? To say that his 
thorize one who should happen to think children were Ephralmites, would be 
otherwise, to denounce said. party, and similar to this: "John Jones is a Welsh
make that a pretext to raise an antipa- man, and raised his family in 'Vales; 
thy >Dr prejudice against said party, to therefore his seed are Germans." The 
lessen him in the estimation of the saints. descendants of Lehi are not of Ephraim, 
It should be remembered that we ?,re all unless it be that P. P. P. and others bJJ 
one in the bonds of Christ,-brethrcn. their hollow and unsupported theorie;;, 

Many have supposed that it was their have, in some supernatural manner, 
duty to follow "file leaders " without changed them from being the posterity 
thinking for themselves. And where of Lehi, to be that of some Ephraimite. 
were they led? Let the groans from the Superficial and suppositions theorieB, 
"salt land" answer. If they had thought theories unsupported, amount to nothing. 
and read for themselves, they might vVe want evidence! Evidence! 
have been spared from the terrible suf- The JJ{essengcr may have caused some 
ferings and pollutions they have subse- of those who have driven their stakes. 
quently endured. and in times past subscribed to the dic-

The saints should examine all views tum of "file leaders" to marvel. And in 
presented, in the light of' reason and some instances, a puerile rage, a desire 
God's word. Because a view or theory to condemn, a tendency to exalt self, by 
is presented by some very worthy broth- the tearing down of its editor seemed au
er. that is no reason whv we should ac- parent. The editor has, in our opinio~, 
cept them. J~et theorfes stand or fall given many puissant blows at Brigham
upon their own merits. }fany men in ism and priestcraft; but in his zest to 
notable standing in the past and present overthrow an existing cesspool, may pos
of the church, have accepted some the- sibly have gone too far-perh::ips to an 
ries, simply, as it seems to us, because extreme-advoc?.ting a little error. 
they had been advanced by leading men ; It is perhaps well that there are icon
and in that have been but mere echoes. oclasts. Tt is my opinion that many 
This holds good with all wl10 have acted. men are like children who have hobby 
in like manner. horses and ride them. It may be tl1e 

To an opinion not widely echoed, some hobby of some that the posterity of l'lla
rnay say: "I heard Bro. B. or C. teach nasseh-of I ... ehi-are of Ephraim, Ma
clifferently from that, and I'm sure he nnasseh's brother. 
knows five times more than you." Some It was the opinion of some, many 
seem not to realize that even brilliant years ago, that God was a progressive 
and strong men are imperfect, and there- being. And hence, I have heard those 
fore, liable to err in ozJ1;nion and conduct. who have followed "file leaders" say. 
Pope Pius IX was declared infallible, "'Ye are as perfect in our sphere as God 
lmt that did not make him so, and was is in his." What a horid opinion and 
far from changing the mortal to the im- estimate of the infinite and eternal God:'.' 
mortal. "Like man capable of improvement']" 
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'L'he heart sickens in the contemplation of 
such wild sueculations. Some opined, not 
forc:etting to teach, tbat there is a plural
ity ~f God-heads, in sueh striking opposi
tion to the Scriptures. If such theorists. 
would examine ancient history and my
thology, there they would find the true 
source and origin of that doctrine, in 
heathenism. 

It matters not who teacl10s a false 
doctrine-reject but make a distino
tion between the person and the doc
trine. But before" rejecting a doctrine 
it would be well to examine it; not, how
ever, in the shadow of tradition, but in 
the light of law [tlld testimony, and that 
too in the spirit of brotherly love. The 
writer has often been pained to see the 
lack of charity, the uprising of self, the 
desire in many-perhaps not the desire, 
but the weakness-to rebuke, reprimand, 
chastis.e, censure and condemn others 
who do not entertain all the opinions and 
theories helJ hy themselves. The senti
ment, "A man is a man for all that," is 

good one. 
Hoping that poor opinions may be ex

c:hanged for good. ones j and fallacious 
theories for those that are sound, I will 
conclude. 'rnos, E. LLOYD. 

Ji\fli§§i\Oli.HH"f §t.·•e:ll»~llh ana1! Acti'W·A 
Hy oJ! R@linan !Cath

t!1>ltitei~irr;t .. 

In a volumn published, which 
:;ained the prize offered by a Dutch so
c'.oty for the best essay on Christian 
lhissions, there is an interesting account 
of the missionary strength and activity 

Itoman Catholicism. The conducting 
\lf thes·a missions is entrusted to a body 

immediately under the papai 
but in other respects perfectly in

and furnished with most ex
tensive powers. 'l'his is the Uongregc,-
tio de to which Gregory 
XV. over 1632 the mamige-
rnent of the entire missionary activity of 
the Homan Catholic Church. It is a 

of cardinals, two vre-
a regular priest, and a secretary. 

At its he:ld stands the prefect, who, with 
tho secretary, may be looked upon as 
~he soul of the whole Rociety. 'l'hrough 

their hand goes every thing that has to 
do with the tcrra infidclmn. Every Sun
day afternoon they havo a conference 
with the Pope in order to consider and 
arrange matters connected with the en
tira of the missions. The Propaganda 
appoints the missionaries their sphel'e 
of iabor, sends them under the lead of 
some one, and mostly in a company of 
several together: raises the circuit to 
an Apost~lical Vicarate when it has 
reached a sufficient size until it can be 
incorporated with the hierachial system 
as a diocese or archdiocese in pa1·tibus 

The Popaganda has immense 
resources at its disposal. Its colleges, 

which there are six in Rome alone, 
train missionaries for the whole world: 
Similar colleges for foreign missions are 
to be fonnd in Naples, Paris, Occano in 
Spain, . Qarlow in Ireland, and lately 
Archbishop Manning has laid the foun
dation for a similar one in the very 
heart of Old England. In addition to all 
this the various orders of monks produce 
an exceedingly rich supply of missiona
ries. Not less than twenty-five orders are 
specially engaged for missionary service. 
The Jesuits alone number among their 
9,101 members 1,558 missionaries. In 
addition to the Fraciscans and Domini
cans, who were first in the mission field, 
and the Jesuites, who may be looked up~ 
on as taking the lead, there are the Laz-

Redernptorists, Capucines, Augus
and Carmelites; besides these 

there are the Antonians, Bassilians, and 
I\focbitarists, who are active in missions, 
and support their own missionary semi
naries. Of great significancy for the 
outward spread of Roman Catholic Chris
tianity are thB communities of secular 
clergy in France. Prominently among 
these are the I.iazarists, and the congre-

of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
or "Piepns Society," as it is call

ed the street in which its center 
lies in Paris, and which was founded in 
1805. In addition to these there are 
the l\'Iarists in Lyons, the Congregation 
of the Holy Ghost and of the Sacred 
Heart of Mary at Amiens, the Society 
of Our Lady and the Holy Cross at 

the Society of :Mary at Brest, the 
Obhtes of Mary in JYiarsolles, &c. In 
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Italy there are the Union of Oblates of 
the Blessed Virgi!f in Turin, and the 
Union for Foreign Missions, which since 
1850 has existed at Milan. Of less irn
uortance v~re the committee of the :Pas
~ionists and Eudists. 

The societies which send out mission
aries are in great part supported by the 
Propaganda, but auxiliary societies are 
annexed to them, arl'd the activity of 
these is principally occupied in furnish
ing pecuniary resources. Among thooe 
may be mentioned the Lyons Society 
for the Diffusion of the Faith, which was 
fuuj,lded May 3rd, 1822, and which bas 
so extended itself that its regular sub
scriptions of a lialfpenny, or five centimes 
a-week, furnished in 1873 5,602,645 
francs, or 22c1,105l., by which 250 bish
oprics, apostolical vicarates, and prefec
tures ine supported in the Old and New 
worlds. This weekly subscription of a 
halfpe,.,ny a member was adopted in im
itation of' a collection of the Basil Soci
ety (income 10,000Z.). The a1rnuals of 
;;he Lyons Society are circulated to the 
number of 235,000 copies, and in ten 
languages. Through its assistance the 
Society for Foreign JHis~ions, which had 
its rise in 1663 in Paris, has acquired 
new vigor, so that in 1872 it hai:l 187 
auxiliaries, 21 missions, bishops, 140 
Eurc>pean missionaries, home mis .. 
sionary priests, and 350,000 converts or 
members of its churches. In 18i10 the 
Bavarian Ludwig's 
separated from that of 
leets .for !;h~ support . . . , 
~\.menea. Tne 8ame work: 18 C!lrr1eu on 
hy the :Leopold foundation in 
which was founded in 182D. 'l"or home 
and foreign missions there the wide
ly-extended femalo congtegrttion of the 
Sacred Heart of ,Jesus (since 
whilst t,he Pius and Bonifacius 
interests itself morn for home :missions. 

All lands on the face of tho earth fo .. 
habited bv schismatics or non.Christians 
are looked upon as of the 
Catholic Propaganda. It had, as early 
as 1850, in Africa (leaving out, Tunis, 
Tripoli, and Egypt) 14 bishoprick~ and 
vicarists; in India, 18; in Uhina, 29; 
in Canada and the Hudson's Bay lands, 
13; while in Oceana there were 170 

parishes and :180,000 converts. Ko 
doubt a great part of these Propagand&. 
efforts is directed towards the suppres
sion and des;ruction of Protestant li'.l:is
sions, as was manifest from their forcing 
themselves into Tahiti in 1837, as well afJ 

from the procedure of the Padres J ouen 
a,nd 1'ina~ in Madagascar in 1862, arni 
numerous other facts; but it must, nev
ertheless, be admitted that the Catholic 
Church earnestly aims at the conversa
tion of the heathen, although this is at
tempted often and only through the usB 
of pompous ceremonies, which attract 
but externally, or through baptizing 
without their knowledge or wish, child
ren and silly grown-up people, and thus 
incorpomfaig them with the only ;natcr 
ecclesia. Their earnest labors in Coch .. 
in China, :Malacca, 'Thibet, New Cale<. 
donia, in the American Rocky Moun
tains, on the Philippines, Caroline, 
ancl Sandwich Islands; the great num
ber of their martyrs, their missionaries 
working alone in Corea, and Mantschoo
ria, all this gives proof of the same earn
estness. The Greek Church is, it :may 
be said quite lifeless. The colonization 
activity of llussia in Siberia has re
mained ~dmo~,t without influence 
the b;31atb~:: ·p?rt~ons of this vast 
rv. Jhe Piestonans of who once 
c;rried. the missions to the west coast of 

1'a:rtary, Mongolia, and China. 
eentmies been checked aml 

io the 01)p0sition of Budd .. 
and Ron1nn Catb·0 

olicism.-p From the _Rock, J1lay 2G, J 87Q____, 
London, JJ)ng. 

:~rind of .Joseph ho 
Lo1·d be his land.-Dcut. 

Ble3sed of the 
: 13. 

•.rheTe hss been some doubt in foe 
minds of many, concerning 1~phraim's 
inherHance upon this land the I.on!. 
hath. because i{: is said that Lel1i 
was a descendant of Ma11asseb. 

vV e desire to bear a united testi-
mony upo;1 the work of the Lord 
in these last days, and not, conflict wit1'. 
the testimony of Joseph the Seei·, an6: 
the first elders while they were humble, 
and the recipients of the Holy Spirit 
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"The blessing of J-acob upon the two Rons Mormon declares to be a land of prom-
· of Joseph was a united one; although ise and choice above all other lands. 
the greater was for Ephraim. He says: J-esus, while on this land, said, "And 

,_,The angel which redeemed me from all the I1'atber hath commanded me that _f 
evil, bless the lads; and let my name be should give unto you this land for your 
ll·amed on them, and the names of my fath- inheritance."-Book of Nephi, p. 482. 
era Abraham and Isaac ; and let them grow On page 483 he says it "was unto the 
into a multitude in the midst of the earth." fulfillment of the covenant which Jmade 

Joseph being displeased because his . h fi z J, b" M 
fath 0 r laid his right hand upon the head wit your · at iei· 11 aco · oses says, 

"' "Blessed of the :Cord be his [Joseph's] 
of Ephraim, who was the younger, so~ght land, for the precious things of heaven, 
to remove it. But Jacob refused, say mg: for the dew and for -the deep that couch-

"l know it, my son, I know it; he [Ma- eth beneath, and for the precious fruits 
naseh l also shall become a people, and he 
also shall become great; but truly his brought forth by the sun, and for the 
younger brother ~hall be greater than he, precious things put forth by the moon, 
and his seed shall become a multiiude of na- and for the chief things .of the ancient 
t-ions."-Gen. 48: 19. mountains, and for the precious things 

By this blessing, we observe that they of the lasting hills, and for the precious 
~ogether were to become a multitude of things of the earth and fullness thereof." 
nations in the midst of the earth, Ma- Truly the American continent fills 
nasseh a people and l'~phraim a multi- this description to the letter. This then 
tude of i1ations. They are called the is the promised land to Jacob given, the 
house of Joseph; and Moses says, most precious of all under heaven; for 
"blessed of the Lord be his land." Joseph's seed forever to possess, to be a 

Jacob, while the Spirit was yet upon land of righteousness. As Manasseh 
him called his sons around him and and Enhraim jointly inherit this blessing 
;_:;av~ to each his last blessing. Of Joseph I as the.house of Joseph, How then came 
he said, "Josenh is a fruitful bough, I the seed of Ephraim upon this choice 
f signifying that his seed should be ma- I land, since J~ehi was a descendant of 
nyl even a fruitful bough by a well, Manasseh? Upon the same theory that 

_, l ll " whose branches run over t 10 wa . the descendants of Cain (and perhaps 
'l'ha.t is, some of his seed should run the other sons of Adam) came over the 
<:1ve1· the bounds of th_eir inheritance in flood to help people the ~arth constitut-. 
iheland of Canaan, which bordered upon ing as we now find t,lie different races of 
the sea. (Joshua 17: 9, 10). Jacob men. 
further says that bis blessing had pre- 'l'he Book of Jasher says that Ham's 
vailed above the blessings of his fathers, I wife was a descendant of Cain. In this 
or progenitors (even) unto the bounds of way the Canaanite again inherited the 
the everlasting hills, and that it was to land. On the supposition that Sariah, 
be upon the head ~f Joseph. . . I~ehi's wife was an Ephraimite, and that 

Kind reader, did you ever thmk rn Laman and Lemuel partook of the blood 
connection with this prevailing blessing and nature of' their mother and of 
of Jacob, of his wre~tling with _the angel, Ephraim through her, as much as N eph_i, 
when he says, "I will no_t let the~ go ex- Jacob and J oiJeph did, through then· 
cept thou bless me." In blessrng the father, of the seed of .Manasseh, who be
sons of Joseph, ho says, "The angel came a zJeople and was great. ·we find 
which redeemed me from all evil." Now by read-in"' the Book of Mormon that 
none can redeem from evil but Christ, the Lama~ites increased far more than 
and J·acob declared he had seen God the Nephites, and were divided into 
face to face and his life was preserved. tribes and nations under different rulers, 
:May we not believe that it was _at this although uniting when at war. 
time that Jacob obtained a blessmg for There is no doubt but Zoram, the 
,Joseph, that excelled that of the land of servant of Laban, was an J<Jphraimite, 
Canaan, reaching even to the bounds of like his master, and perchance Ishmael 
tho everlasting hills, that the Book of was also. 
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.After the coming of our Savior and 
the subsequent apostasy of the church, 
the dividing o± the N ephite and Laman
ites, the destruction of the Nephites, 
their remnants mingled with the Laman
ites, who became divided into tribes, or 
nations; so that when this land was dis 
covered by Columbus it was peopled by 
2. multitude of nations, from the north 
w the south, from the east to the west; 
even the whole of North and South 
.America, completelY. fulfilling the proph
ecy of Jacob, upon the two sons of Jo
seph, "a multitude of nations in the 
:midst of the earth." 

among the Gentiles by bringing forth the 
choice Seer and lineal descendants of 
j oseph, to reveal t:he word of God hid
den for ages, and calling the church out 
of the wilderness of' the people and com
menced the great work of restoration, 
which will eventuate in the restoration 
of all Israel, that there be no more u 
multitude but one nation, and Jesus their 
rightful King descend to reign over 
them forever. 'fhat this blessed day 
may soon come, is the prayer of • 

ELIA8_, 

Bro. H. A. Stebbins :-There is noth-
Respecting the revolt of the ten tribes 

under Jeroboam, we allow that Ephraim ing in this letter but what is in answer takes the lead, and precedence over the to some one's questions. These are my other tribes; so that Israel was ofttimes 
called ~Jphraim, to whom many of the ~o~::h t~a:ler~!! i~0~;!a~~~~~.~:s~ ;:~ 
prophesies alluded; which the reader the days when the leaders of the Church 
will observe and distinguish between were murdered, and who have never 
what was written to Israel under ·the · 

since heard a sermon, or been at a meet-
name and leadership of Ephraim, also to ing of the saints, yet who still hold fast 
11im in Israel; and that which has ref- to the faith once delivered to the saints. 
erence to Joseph's land, and the blessing 'f'h h d d th t" f 
oertainirw to 1t. ~ ey ave en ure e persecu ion~ o 
, b • ' the Church, the wars of the Rebelhon, 

.After Israel was led captn'e by Sh al- and poverty, sickness and distress. Your 
m~neser, there gathered out of all the brother, Wni. G. Er,nrcR. 
tribes many who remembered the God 
of tlieir fathers. who covenanted to seek J\IARMATAN, Bourbon Co .. Kansas. 

, May 23rd, 187G. 
a land where no man dwelt, that their f;j·;'m1ds and Brethren:-I have not 
children might not be under the idola- now a, record (one that I made in travel· 
trous influence surrounding them; that ing on the road to Utah in 1854) of the 
in this far off northern land they could names of' the orphans, the poor, the sick, 
keep the laws and statutes they had not etc., that were left along the trail from 
in their own. This, to the Nauvoo to Council Bluffs in the exodus 
Book of Mormon was the poorest of ull of B. Y.'s colony to Salt Lake. I could 
the land of the vineyard, :md could not not find that they ever put themselves 
be Joseph's land. that Moses blest. to much trouble to look after those left 

'.fhe major part of captive Israel, no behind. * * * To the Union Refugees 
doubt became identified with the peoplee from Texas and Arkansas that came to 
among whom they dwelt, losing their Mt.Vernon Hospital, Lawrence Co., Mo., 
nationality, while numbers of their wisest in the summer of 1862 during the war 
and most energetic pushed their way of the rebellion, to those whom I met at 
west into Europe; and in losing their night there and then under the federal 
identity infused new life into the people, guns and found to be of the faith in 
and after generations had past this ele- waiting for "young ,Joseph" to come and 
ment that was infused so largely among lead the church, I say there is rnom in 
those who were persecuted for conscien<Je this country for you all, and there are 
sake, sought this land where they good free schools, so that all can be ed
could worship the God of their fathers. ucated, however poor. Boys and girh: 
And here He who has ever watched over can find places in good families where 
them, is making their :::eed known 1 they can work for their board. The 
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;i:hooiing will be free and one or two I driving was unlawful. If they did 
:.nonths work in v, year will pay for your I wrong it was the duty of the government 
clothing. Some of you will remember I of Missouri to punish them there, but 
::ne as acting surgeon of the fourteenth , not exterminate or banish them; that a 
regiment of nI. S. 1\1., &c., ancl as such 

1

1 deed made by 9ompulsion is not bind
I d. re:v provi.sions from ~he government ing; that t?e statutes of limitation .do 
3upphes to feed you while; and procur- not apply where your fathers were driv
ed your being sent north by the return ! en out and ordered never to return; 
:nilitary trains. I write this also for the ; that the heirs will get those lands again, 
eyes of those whom I met in Springfield, and can sue whoev-er is on them for tres
Jfo., after the battles of "\\Tilson Creek," pass and for the use of those lands and 
"PeaRidge," and for the widows and or- for damages of those lands all this time.* 
:?hans of the scattered of our Israel In the supreme court of the U. S. you 
wherever I went as army surgeon during will stand the best chance for justice. 
'>hat terrible war. I promised I would When the time comes few of the pres
write if it took twenty years. I am now cut trespassers will wait for a lawsuit. 
writing and I will now fulfill all my I was told in Salt Lake, . in 1872, that 
promises as well as I C9on. the Brighamites as a church would buy 

First., those who drove your fathers up all the lands in Jackson county, and 
from Jackson county and foe adjoining and all around about would be owned by 
:JOunties were on the unfortunate sid"e in the church and not by any individuals. 
the war, and wore in turn driven, rob- ·what the belief of the true Church is I 
11ed ·11""rd",,,,ec{ n~:J e·ver·y·th·1°no· ol"'' by have never learned. If you take the. !.J ., J U. V.I. l' U:U\..!I. / ,LJ. L \:) ~~'-' 

c-.11e "es~"'"~"oeo-"'" M'Q"" J-a,"'~·"wlre1,,;" I Herald and rea,d it you will know all that ...,_ ti u_,_,_QJ.,;;. i-:.i J:.~'-"'"-"'-'-'i;.tti )Hu, .n .. Zl, 

rill th~ land was emptied tho. worst I I you nee~ ~o k_n~w- at present, an,d as 
ever saw. At mere t.ban one tu:ue dur- 1 so.on.as ~o,; wa,1tb y9u to. kno_w .morn he 

the early days of the war I saw miies will ,satrnty you.. I said .that yo_ung 
men. women and cattle and J osepn was ~he right man m the right 

lrnrses 'and dogs, going fleeing place. B. 1. knows it, all Utah knows 
f;om tho face of th~ J ~yhawke_rs. Oh! it; and their excuse to me in 1870 was 
tnere were tears and cnes, cn10! nnm.lers that B. Y. offered the church to young 
~md among the' ones who Joseph and he (young Joseph) would 
had driven ancl scourged miints of not accept it, because of Polygamy in 
God. They in turn had to feel Utah and therefore young Joseph had 
irn cruel ro fate thems&lves, forfeited his right to lead the church, 
Kansas in turn had no nnd then it natnrally fell once and for

over to 13. Y. and his descendants. * * * and 

and all others will 
need to L. D. S. IIerald. 
'.!.'here is i10 escaping that duty. Pay 
fol' the Heralcl in advance; read it c&,re-

and will not begmdge the 
is the medium of Church 

preaches, teaches, entertains and 
"''"·'·' "'"'-"'·'~ those who pay for it and 

events are drawing 
nearer and nearer, the I-Ieralcl 
year will b8 more tmd more in-

i • ~ instructive ~n~ irnro1:tant to 
al1 believers. To the neirs or tbe mar
tyrs of the Church driven from J'ackson 
county l\Io., the opinion of the ablest 

I have blked with, is .that the 

When the church was driven from 
,Jaclrnon county, Joseph the martyr ad
vised them not to sell theh· inheritances; 
therefore the B.ites boast of holdin[t 
most of the lands of Zion. They will 
not return and build the temple j their 
excuse to me in 1872 was that they 
could not do it because not permitted to 
return with their spirituul wives. But 
that was not the truth. Are there not 
rrs many fallen women in the city of SL 
Louis, Mo., 2s there are spiritual wives 
in Utah. ':' * '~ / 

·when the fathers that were driven 
from there are all dead, and the estates 

* The srdnts wiH bear in mind that this is only the 
OPINION of the lawyers, and not be too sanguine of an 
easy restoration to thei~· 2·ights.-EI>3. 
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' be settled up, lawfui notice can be given 
to the heirs and the lands in Zion be 
prepared for peaceful resettlement. Sup
pose that the President was to order a 
settlement or regathering to those lands, 
as so many wish him to do, what .a con
fusion and fussing there would be. The 
followers of B. Y. would prefer that the 
gentiles should occupy the lands than 
the followers of young Joseph to live 
there. The Rites boasted to me in 
1872 of their power to hold the lands 
in Zion by force and keep the saints of 
the Reorganization out by the laws of 
Missouri and the United States. But 
first they will be encompassed about 
by the stakes of the Reorganization; 
the fathers will die in the wilderness 
and the children of the two will in 
time intermarry, and .the titles to the 
lands be among the whole; and no par
ticular clique, but the children of the 
kingdom, w.ill possess it. Men will be 
careful in buying lands-that got enter
ed-left-for the children of the driven, 
the oppressed, and the martyred. * * * 
Neither the church nor the Editors of 
the Herald are responsible for what I 
write, I alone am responsible. 

To the heirs of Lyman Wight: I 
promised to enquire for them. The lawyer 
thought the heirs were safe, for all those 
fine buildings that the gentiles are put
ting on those lands. 0, the reckoning 
time is a coming; patience, patience, and 
you wm see that all things are going as 
fast as is necessary. * * * 

Of course the B.ites intend to hold 
Jackson county, Mo., and the parts close 
around there; even if they have to fight 
for it. They made a start to go to Ari
zona, thence to Texas and thence around 
up to Independence to possess the land 
during the fuss in Buchanan administra
tion. If driven from Salt Lake they 
aimed to come right back to Missouri,
but that was·not allowed on high-the 
Salt Lake people are in no hurry to 
build the temple in Jackson county, 
:Mo. I feel certain now that they never 
intend to do it. 'l'hey have the best lo
cation on the face of the globe to rob, 
murder, steal, do as they please, and 
hide from justice. No great highway 

robber at the head of a party could have 
selected a more favorable location fo2· 
murder and rapine. I saw more drink
ing, gambling, and wickedness in one 
evening's stroll up and down the streets 
of Salt Lake City than I ever saw in 
any other . city in the world. I saw 
some of the great men of the church 
drinking. They (B.'s missionaries) hac1 
boasted of polygamy doing away with 
the "social evil," this I found to be 
false. * * * I went there in the fall 
of 1870, and I found no Holy Spirit, 
no gifts there; I was also deceived in 
their mining business by Brighamite 
minions, and lost thousands of dollars 
by their lies. I found them full of evil, 
unworthy of confidence, and the most 
selfish people on the globe. I mean in 
Salt Lake City-their best members are 
in remote settlements. 

Now, in coming to this country it 
would be well for not less than three fam
ilies to come together and settle near 
each other; it is a great help even for 
two families to be together, anything 
rather than living alone in the great se:~ 
of human life. 

To those in Virginia, better ask the 
advice of the wise men of the Church, 
those close to Independence, Missouri:. 
Few would trade lands on account of the 
fear of your titles; you would need to 
show a clear one even back to the land. 
office and the patent. There are those 
however who would run the risk. 

To those waiting in Texas I can on.~ 
ly say, take the Herald regularly and 
read it. I t.hink the editors would 
cheerfully answer any question of inter. 
est, cheerfully and satisfactorily; for 
they know there are thousands of the 
scattered Israel who would not go with 
the factions into sin, but who are wait
ing for the prophecies of Joseph thB 
martyr to come true, thousands of oth· 
ers waiting the word for the command 
to gather. God. will say when it will 
do. There is great impatience to gath
er to Zion; what it is best for such to 
do, I am not the one to say; watch the 
Herald and you will get that informa
tion as fast as wisdom dictates. The 
day is coming when this Bourbon coun-
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ty will be counted close to Independ- A t o u e 1n e u t • 

ence. * * * . Ro~r. 5: 21. 
I am unwilling now to pubhsh the What is meant by it? Dictionary 

lives of the murderers of Joseph and says, satisfaction, expiation, recon.cilia
Hyrum because of some of their rel~- tion. and expiation, atonement, sat1sfac
tives it is interesting to see what tern- tion; so we have satisfaction twice, and 
ble e~ds, by divers means, they came to. sati§faction makes reconciliation. Thus 

There is no church or stake here, not we Jrnve the definition fixed by two 
a member of the Reorganization in all words. Now we will bring propitiation, 
this county that I know of, but many Rom. 3: 25; act of appeasing and atone
of the old.' scattered ones all through ment· and we see the sense is not alter
Kansas, Arkansas, and Texas. Exper- ed fr~m satisfaction and reconciliation. 
ience, sad experience, ha~ taught t~em Sacrifice, an offering to God by killing 
the value of silence and circumspection, a live victim, Heb. 2 : 10. 
of prudence and caution; still, when And now the question, How do these 
drawn out in confidential chat, they all definitions apply to our Great High 
have confidence in the mission of young Priest, who spilled, or allowed his blood 
Joseph, and in the ultimate restoration spilled for the benefit of man? 
of Zion. First; observe that reconciliation and 

JYiy first impression, .w~en I hear~ of satisfaction between God and, man, came 
~he Reoraanization bmldrng a meetrng in by Jesus Christ in giving ~imsel\.a 
house in ° Salt Lake City, was, that if raniiom for man. But by thrn act, md' 
they saw m:ich iniluen?e from it they Christ relieve any man or woman from,, 
would burn rt down, accidentally on pur- the penalty attached to sin without con
mose. I came in possession of much dition? Adam nor his posterity was to 
~1ews while in Salt Lake City in 1870 be exempted from death in the promise 
and 1872, which I have wished all the that the seed of the woman should bruise· 
world knew; but, as the kinfg.dom of the serpent's head; but from the du~l1-
Brighan~ has .th~ e!ements o its own tion thereof; which did not affect the 
destruct10n w1thm itself, the great ex- penalty. If a man be hung for th,e 
plosion is only a question of time. A transgression of the law and the phys1~ 
i'nost singular combination of circum- cians reviVe him he must not be hung 
stances has held them together so long; again for the same crime; but for an
B. Y. has personally 11.eld th~m toget~er, other he may be hung. So men died, 
and young Brigham is leavrng nothrng or are to die once as well as Adam, be
undone to bring himself into prepara- cause of Adam's transgression• in the 
wry favor, before his fath~r's death, but garden j so may all die again if they .re
Iie will be as the patterrng after the fuse him who speaketh from heaven; 
shower. I i. e., for his own sins. Adam was pla~ed 

I believe I have answered nearly all on a different footing after the promise; 
the questions from those to whom my that through faith in the seed (the Son 
health and circumstances. would only of God) he was or should be forgiven ?f 
1Jermit of this reply to their letters. I his disobedience in the garden; but this 
1·epeat, you must take the Herald and did not release from the penalty, nor 
read it. I am too old t? do much of restore him to his original state, nor 
anything; therefore I brrng these re- turn aside the effect on his posterity, but 
1•lies to your questions to a close. secured to him .if he conti~ued, glory\ 

Yours truly, w~i. G. ELDER, III. D. honor, immortality, eternal hfe; and the 

The revenue receipts for the year are 
about $117,000,000. 

DUTY and to-day are ours; results and 
foturity belong to God. 

Religion is the best armor in the world, 
but the worst cloak. 

like blessings to his posterity. 
The Son of God offered himself as 

a sacrifice to make satisfaction and rec
onciliation of man to God, for "God was , 

I 
in Christ rnconciling the world to him
self." But this reconciliation came in, , 
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'With conditions. Rom. 3: 25, "Whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
throueth faith in Jesus Christ," and 
verse 26, "To declare his righteousness 
that he might be just and the justifier 
-0f him who believeth inoJ esus." 

, Their faith is twice brought in as the 
condition of justification. And in look
ing it all over we may see that the res
urrection is no_t on condition, but that 

·ihe blessings which are to meet the jus
. tified one. See John 5 : 28, 29. This 
is certain testimony that all good and 

·bad came to life. Now see Rom. 6.: 23. 
"The wages of sin is death, [eternal], but 
the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." The whole 
chapter treats of obedience. 

We learn that everlasting, eternal life, 
is to be bestowed at the resurrection up
on the faithful, or at the time the judg-

_,ment passes and death ensues as the ef. 
feet of sin upon the wicked, the second 

-death the wages of sin. The first death 
.is inherited from Adam and comes down 
from father to son, and no help for it 
only the faith Enoch and Elijah possess-

. ed. vV e see it reigns over those who 
have not sinned after the similitude of 

.. Adam's transgression in the garden. 
Adam became infected, and hence could 

.not beget any thing higher than himself; 
was no more pure. But we read, 
"sin is not imputed where there is no 
law." The inclinations we have from 
father to son will not be chargeable till 
acted upon understandingly, consequent
ly the second death will have no e:ffect 
on such. It is the doer of evil in a 
higher degree than nature alone. "He 
that despised Moses' law died without 
mercy; of how much sorer punish
ment suppose ye, he shall be thought 
worthy of who hath trodden under foot 

·the Son of God.''-Heb. 10: 28, 29. I 
·cannot see any retrieval from the second 
death; as there remains no more sacri
fice for sin. But God is not partial, all 
must hear the same gospel and have op

. portunity to accept it; else how should 
' they be judged by it out of the books 
according to their works. And if any 
have not repented and kept that repent
ance good, how shall such expect to have 

their names written in the Book of Life; 
and if not they are to be cast into the 
lake of :fire, the second death. 

But Christ "hath abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel."-2 Tim. 1: 10. 
Yes, the death which came by Adam, 
and he brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel, and he who 
does not improve this light becomes sub
ject to the second death. All manner 
of sins shall be forgiven, if asked for, 
except the sin against the Holy Ghost 
Jesus said, "If ye believe not that I am 
he, ye shall die in your sins." Again, 
"where I am ye can not come." No res
toration in this. 

Alma said to his sons, "A restoration 
is not from bad to good, but from good 
to good and from bad to bad." Then it 
follows if he die in belief he is raised fo 
belief, if in unbelief he is raised in un
belief. But does not Isaiah 45: 23, say, 
"That unto me every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall swear;" and verse 24, 
"One shall [among many] say, In the 
the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength." Paul says, Phil. 2 : 10, 11, 
"That at the name of Jesus many knees 
should bow, of things in heaven and 
earth; and that every tongue should con
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father." How many 
criminals upon the scaffold confess their 
guilt to the credit of the jury and honor 
of the judge, but this does not free them 
from death. R. s. y OUNG. 

FORSCUTT AND SHINN DISCUSSION" 

DISCUSSION BETWEEN 

REY. JOHN L. SHINN, 
Of the 1Jniversalist Church, and 

ELDER MARK H. FORSCUTT, 
Of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter Day Saints. 

J. L. Shinn affirms that "The Bible teaches 
that the Coming of Christ to judge the 

World is now past." 
Mark H. Forscutt affirms that "The Bible 

teaches the Literal Resurrection of the 
Body from the Grave." 

Prfre: Clothi 75 cts.; Paper, 50 cts. 
The discussion lasted four days, and makes 

a book of 194 closely pl'inted pages 
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.TOSEPH SMITH, ( 
HENRY A. STEBBINS, \ EDITORS. 

Plano, Ill., August 1, 18:1'6. 

NICKNAMES. 

We would caution our brethren and sis
ters, elders and other ministers for Christ, 
presidents and clerks of districts and 
branches, to avoid, in writing, preaching, 
and, also, in ordinary conversation, the use 
of the familiar appellations, commonly 
called nicknames, which are in too general 
use in making mention orl·eligious socie
ties, or bodies of people associated as such. 

It is not only in bad taste and savors of 
sfang, but at least shows a lack of thought; 
:mc1 sensitive sufferers may think also a 
fack of kindness of.heart; especially on 
the part of a people who have been basely 
misrep1~esented and maligned, and that to 
a great degree, through the association of 
ideas connected with a nickname, a slang 
name, one that we are not ashamed of, but 
yet not the name of God's people, and one 
'Nhich, in our c2,se, does not warrant the 
commonly accepted association of ideas 
with it; a combination which, we believe, 
llas generally arisen from ignorance con
cerning our faith and doctrine, but which 
we are getting free fron.i mme and more, 
asking meanwhile, that respect be shown 
iJy friends and just men in giving us our 
proper name. 

For over twenty years the Reorganization I 
has resisted the assumption of the world, 
which has connected the worst thoughts 
and the basest deeds with the name of re. 
proach given us, and that without thought 
or care on their part as to t{\.e correctness 
Dr incorrectness of this association. In 
this attempt to correct others let us also be 
.corrected regarding those who may also 
·be misapprehended. 

There are numbers of our people who 
have been brought from other societies to 
see and to rejoice in the greater light, yet 
who respect and have a portion of love for 
those among whom their home once was. 
There they obtained a measure of good, 

ancl they feel to wish them known by 
their right name ai:nong those who have 
learned the way "more perfectly." This is 
fair and friendly and will gain for us the 
same treatment from the just. For in
stance, the term "Camp bellite" is used 
thoug~tlessly and incorrectly, the intention 
simply being to designate those who ac
cepted and adopted the religious ideas of 
Alexander Campbell; whereas the name 
which they acknowledge and which they 
love to be called by is the "Disciples." 
Some of our best members were once of 
those' people, and others, in common with 
the honest and truth loving of all denomin. 
ations, may be won by courtesy, kindness 
and earnest endeavors to show them· the 
fullness of the better way, which we believe 
we have found and desire to show to all 
men. 

TnE senior editor, President Joseph Smith, 
left the office this morning, June 17th, for 
his some time anticipated visit to the Pte
cific Slope. We journeyed with him as far 
as Leland, eighteen miles, where we came · 
to hold the funeral service, mentioned else
where. Here we clasped the parting hand 
of our chief, for the months that are ex
pected to inteTVene before we may greet 

; him home again. 
We shall be lonely in the sanctum, and· 

shall feel the loss; yet we clo not indulge in 
vain regrets, believing that God has ancl 
does ordain the fields of labor of his seTV
ants here and there, and that he directs 
their journeys and their duties, and that he 
can and will pr~erve and keep his own, 
wherever they may be. :Much is hoped for 
from Bro. Joseph's present trip, and, with 
all our hearts, we wish him God speed, and 
the accomplishment, through divine aid, 
of all that may reasonably be wished for 
by the saints of California and iiitermediate 
points, and a safe return to us in due time, 
invigorated . in health, renewed in hope, 
strengthened in faith, and encouraged by 
the life and spirituality of the Saints and 
elders he may meet ih his rounds. Do not 
work him too hard, and return him as good 
as you received him. 

Correspondence from him may be ex
pected regularly. 
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WE again call attention to the fact that I for East Pharsalia, N. Y., ancl the cente:.i
there has been a change in the manage- nial; Sr. Rogers accompanies him. His 
ment of the publishing department; and business during his absence will be atte:cccl
again state that all letters and communica- eel to by his counselor and secretary, Bio. 
tions on business, connected with the affairs H. A. Stebbins. 
of the HERALD and HOPE, and other works· The attention of the church is callel1 to 
of the church, issued and sold at the HER- the minutes of the Board of Publication 
ALD office, should be directed to Bro. H. A. meeting, as found in another column. It 
Stebbins, Box 50, Plano, Kendall county, will be seen that the BoaTC1 makes a reciuest 
Illinois. that the General Conference amend two of 

Articles ancl letters for publication, ancl the resolutions passed in 1870,. relative to 
other communications, on doctrine, or the the Board, of which we give clue notice, 
editorial conduct of the HERALD and HOPE, before its presentment at the Octo bor scs. 
&c., may be directed to either Joseph sion. 
Smith, or Henry A. Stebbins; and only Br. Isam A. Thompson of Adams, J efie1·. 
letters, or communications intended for son county, N. Y., was by vote received 
Joseph Smith, in person, should be maTked into the Reorganized Church at the April 
"personal" or "private;" but newspaper Conference of 1876, but by oversight fa 
clippings, selections, articles, letters and type setting, the fact was not included in 
communications for the HERALD or HOPE the printed minutes. He was baptized in 
s110ulcl not be thus marked. Money orders, the county where he now lives, lJy elder 
drafts, checks and money sent by express Benjamin Brown, in 1343. 
for the office should be made payable to Sr. Ezuby Quigley writes from Berna-
.Bro. H. A. Stebbins. ' clotte, Fulton county, Ills., that she wonlcl 

BRO. JOSEPH SMITH will be absent in the 
west for a few weeks, and may be acl
clressed, care of John Roberts, cor. Wood 
ancl Seward sts., ""\'Yest Oakland; or care D. 
8. :Mills, ]\fission San Jose, California; or 
care Box 50, Plano, as usual. 

By advices lately received we conclude 
:hat we misunderstood the reason why the 
school house at West Goulds borough, Me., 
·1-,ras closed against the preaching of the 
mints. The objection was of a local and 
personal nature rather than ftgainst the 
doctrine of the elders. It appears that 
there is an opportunity now. We trust 
some one will occupy the ground., 

Abram Brearly, writing from Stillwater, 
R. I., requests an elder to call there. He 
is anxious to have the truth preached there, 
also. 

Copies of the llfanning Ri'cer Times, ii ew 
South Wales, for April 15th and Jl,Iay 13th, 
have been received. The opposition to Br. 
Gland Rodger is very strong; but he seems 
to be doing very well. He has caused the 
"Spaulding story" to be refuted in the Times, 
with, we think, an able reply to strictures 
cast upon the faith. 

Br. I. L. Rogers left home on the 11th, 

be glad if some elder would come there an cl 
present the true gospel to the people, as si1e 
thinks they will listen to the teaching. 
She is an old saint, having united with the 
church in 1833. She sends an affectionate 
greeting to all, everywhere, who are of lil:e 
faith. 

Sr. lV. V. ~Iason, of Yv7ashington, \~Vas}1,,, 
ington county, Iowa, writes that if any eld
ers come into that portion of the state, she 
·woti1cl like to have thorn call the1e a111.l 
preach. 

Br. E. Keeler. writes from Independence, 
J\Iontgomery county, Kansas, that he lms 
been living there over a year, and has not 
seen any saints in that time, although all:~
iously wishing to fincl some. The HERALD 

is his preacher, yet he feels the need, spfr. 
itually, of having communion with the 
saints to enliven ancl. encourage him. 
Though not an elder yet he uses his abili:y 
in talking with his neighbors, and ·we hq:::; 
will be prosperec1 ~.ncl blessed of God. 

Br. J. J. Cornish writes that another hv.s 
been baptized at London, Ontario. Brother 
Cornish has been preaching at Us1Jorn1,. 
Br. J. S. Patterson was with him. 

Br. Wm. Bradbury, of Providence, R. I.,. 
writes that brethren Foss and Banta arri»-
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e:l there June 22d, the former remaining 
·.vith them over Sabbath, the latter going 
"'.,-J Fall River, Massachusetts. 

If the brother who offered a lt?an of one 
o:· two thousand dollars·to the Locating. 
{)ommitte before the Annual Conference, 
r: )W wishes to make said loan to the Board 
of Removal, he will confer a favor by cor
r·asponding with Br. I. L. Rogers. His let. 
tar was lost and his name forgotten, through 
tJ1e press ·of other business. In reply to 
orhers we would state that loans are taken 
f.Jr not less than two years and without in
terest; loans to be returned in cash or its 
·e<e:uivalent. 

'I'he Church RecoTder hopes that presi
c.:ents and clerks of districts and of branch
·e., will still be diligent about making out 
m1d sending in corrections for the Church 
Record 'of names, so that soon a full and 

, ·complete record may be had. From the 
Secretary's report of +\.pril, 1876, a knowl
edge can be obtained of how each branch 
"tllen stood upon the Church Record. Ma
ny were imperfect, and thirty-five had nev
·e:: been upon it. A few only of these have 
been sent in. District clerks will also con-

. for a favor by forwarding the regular quar
terly reports as soon after their district con
fo1·ences as possible, to Henry A. Stebbins, 
Secretary and Recorder, Plano, Ills-

Br. George Lilly, of Braidwood, Illinois, 
w:ites that three have been baptized there 
.si21ce the district conference, June 3rd. 

Br. J. C. Jensen, of Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
writes, July 15th, as follows: "Br. Mark H. 
Forscutt has been with us and, as usual, 
some of his sermons were excellent, and I 
the saints as well as many others in the 
.city, felt that it was a treat to hear him. 
He left \Vednesday for Nebraska City, 
thence to Keokuk." 

Br. B. G. Watson writes from Rockwall, 
Texas, that his age (over sixty yearn) arid 
·circumstances have prevented his laboring 
·in the ministry. He says that he has made 
nothing by the change from the Indian 
:Nation to •rexas. 

Bro. F. W. Barbee, of Newton, Iowa, 
wdtes of having ,information tlw,t Benj. 
Jon.es, president of Sidney Rigdon's quorum 
m' the twelve and, a resident of Des Moines, 
J:::;.s taken a mission to Wales. Also that 

Stephen Post and family passed through 
there in May last, on their way to their 
gathering place, north of Minnesota, in the 
British possessions. Bro. Barbee writes 
that Br. J. W. Briggs is engaged in the 
Master's wmk in that district, as .also does 
Br. J. X. Davis. 

Br. Jos. F. McDowell writes from Kirt
land, Ohio, that by the coming of visitors 
to the temple, he has not only been able to 
cushion the pulpit desk, which is in regu
lar use by the Kirtland branch, but that 
also having been impressed with a desire 
to see like coverings on the desks once oc
cupied by the President of the Church and 
his counselors, and by the presidents of the 
chief quorums and their counselors, he 
was favored in like manner, and thus ena
bled to do so. He says that it improves the 
appearance and adds to the beauty of this 
sanctuaTy, so historical in the annals of 
the church. 

The junior thanks Br. R. M. Elvin for a 
copy of the Daily Nebraslm Press, a,nd Br. 
D. S. Mills for copies of the SmiFrancisco 
CMonicle and the Daily Evening Post, the 
former containing notices of a series of 
meetings held in that city by Brn. J.C. 
Clapp and D. S. Mills; also we have a 
sheet called the Centennial Histm·y of Sci1, 
Bernarcz.ino from some one unknown, ancl 
by the kindness of another the Pacific, Bu
·ral is sent regularly to us. Br. Joseph 
Hammer sends ·a copy of the Gmnt Cit:'l 
(JYio.) Star, containing the speech of Br. z. 
H. Gurley at Allenville on the Fourth of 
July. 

1'Ir. Justice Scott, of the Supreme Court 
of Illinois, in a late whisky suit, in which 
the town of vVheaton, Ill., a11cl Mathias 
Pickert and others were parties, decided 
that the formation of a society for the pin·. 
pose of securing the use of liquors, where 
the liquors were kept and drank on prem
ises for purpose, was an evasion of the law,' 
of the state, and punishable in the manner 
provided against liquor sellers without li
cense. See Chicago Times of June 13, for 
full decision. 

As a sheaf fully ripe, there was gathered 
into the garner of God by the reaper, at Le. 
land, Illinois, on the sixteenth of July, Br. 
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Osman Thomason, at the advanced age of 
eighty-seven years. Although he was quite 
a sufferer during his last illness, yet at the 
close he fell asleep as quietly as the child 
does in its mothers arms. By his request 
11e was visited by both of the editors of the 
HERALD, on the 14th, his wish being to 
comply with the teaching of the revelation 
which provides that those sick unto death 
should be anointed and hands laid upon 
them by "the elders, two or more.'' He 
was then content, and receiving some relief 
from pain he rested easier. To questions 
concerning his faith he replied in terms of 
·unwavering confidence in his Goel, and in 
the salvation promised through the Re
deemer of men, saying, as his feet were 
ready to step down into the river, that he 
Imel no fears of the future. 

1VE clip the following from the Cheyenne 
Daily Leader. These men are brothers of 
Bro. Henry A. Stebbins, of the Herald 
office. 

"C. M. Stebbins, Esq., of New York City, 
one of the pioneer business men of Colora
do and Wyoming, a gentleman of extensive 
means and great personal popularity 
throughout the west, arrived here on yes
terday. accompanied by his brother, Geo. 
I. Stebbins, of Denver, Colorado. Both 
gentlemen are partners in the banking firm 
of Stebbins, Post & Co., of this city." 

ANCIENT EGYPT. 

the exponents of the Bible. With them 
the slightest clue obtained towards solvlng 
a problem in the arithmetic of earth's 
eternity is caught up and advanced as a 
fact established; the utterance of a surmi.~e 
as to the possibility of such a cause or such 
an effect having originated thus and so, or 
in such an age of time, is sufficient to cac;se 
its publication far and wide as "a disCOY
ery of science," hence indisputable, in tlteir 
estimation. 

A great effort has been made, and many 
have delighted themselves in trying to 
prove to themselves and everybody else, 
the immense age of everything that is time
worn, centennial relics of America not ex
cepted; and this, so far as it relates to Bible 
lands, has pleased and gratified those 1Yilo· 
love to have anythi,ng advanced, especially 
if under the sanction of so-called science 
;whether correct or not, that is in oppositk'n 
to the direct claims of the Bible, or, what is 
just the same to their understanding, any
thing that is contrary to the chronologic2.l 
tables on Bible history, for in either cace, 
in their minds it detracts from the re~:a. 
bility of the scriptures. 

The writer has been waiting for son:e 
further or more recent discovery in this 
case of Egyptian antiquity, to clemonstrnte 
the error of the claim of such great age; 
for the only basis ever claimed for this 
assertion was that certain data had been 
arrived at from the annual accumulatio12 of 

An antiquity of twelve thousand years ~ile mud during certain approxim.ate pe
has been claim eel for the relics of Egyptian riods of time, which Tegular deposits,it l:~' s 
art and civilization found the past few been claimed, demonstrated beyond aclot:<Jc 
years in that old country by French ex- the assertion that the accumulations .of 
explorers and engineers. twelve thousand years had collected up0n 

]\fore and more boldly, in later years, has and above those relics, namely at the l':.~e· 
science stepped forth and proclaimed her- of about five inches to a century. 
self the great leader in all discoveries of This expected correction has been rre
the ancient history and waymaTlrn of old sentec1. Dr. Birch, keeper of the Orientnl 
time nations; but she, or rather the savans Antiquities in the British Museum, recrnt
who claim to be her exponents and to know ly gave a lecture at Cambridge, England, 
so much of her secrets, sometimes show "On the :Monumental History of AnciEll~ 
themselves a little too fast, or a good deal, Egypt," in which it is saicl "he rnfutell foe 
as the case may be. And there are just as notion oi the immense antiquity of the ll:'.s
many people to-day who are blindly, and toric dynasties" thereof. He presented 
:With as much _bigotry, following the be- II proofs subst~ntiatec1 by investigationssiLc:e 
11ests and theones, often grossly wrong, of the first claims were made, that shovTec1 
these delving philosophers, as they say there \ some of the fragments to be not older tl:f\n 
are of the blind and deluded ones follow- 300 years B. C,, or about 2200 ye11rs as:o, 
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1md that the Egyptian race of antiquity had not been denied by hilll, although he 
was no older than others, not having been denies that she was his legal wife. The re_ 
one of p:·imeval savages on the banks of quest for a personal attachment to be issued, 

on account of non payment by defendent, 
Xile. The earliest relics, fragments and ofthe $500permonth alimony, was refused, 
E1011uments are of the finest art, ancl sub- as being too harsh a measure. Mean while 
stantiate the views published in the HER- the lawyers get the best of it and wax fat. 
:,LD articles the past winter called the The English papers are rejoicing over 

the fine grain prospects in that country, 
""'rntiquity of the Cross," ancl also agree and report that they look for about forty 
-,vitll those sentences of like nature con- million bushels more grain than would 
tainecl in the articles of "S. F. W," this have matured had the weather been bois-

. terous, wet and cold. They have been 
spring. Dr. Birch declares that Egypt is fairly favored with steady warm weather 
found to have had from the very first of and a moderate rain fail, says the London 
her existence, "a written language, a geo- Evening List. Prospects are also good in 
metric architecture ancl an architectic like measure for southern ancl western Eu-

rope including Spain, France, Holland ancl 
sc:ulpture." These words mean everything S-ermany. 
in establishing the intelligence and civil- In California it is said that the wheat 
ization of any people; and the very same I crop has yielded 24,000,000 bushels more 
:proofs discovered on this continent by those then the home consumption will be. In 
scientists who show that the civilization of the States bountiful crops of small grain 

are the rule, with some exceptions in a few 
the ancient Americans was as old as that localities. 
·of ancient Egypt, establish the fact of an· The plague at Bagclad and Hillah, in 
equal state of intelligence in both lands; :Messopotomia, has abated. 

The yellow fever has been raging in 
but in neither case is there any reliable Cuba. A few cases hrtve been ha~l on ship 
data for a pre-historic antiquity of many board in New York harbor and the quar. 
thousand years. Dr. Birch gives a sketch entine hospitals rtre filling up with these 
of the important events of the vm·ious cly- cases. 
nc1sties as read upon tho tombs, monu- Armies or rather mobs of tramps 

infest some parts of the Northern States, 
~nents and papyrus. and in places the citizens have had to 

----~--- organize themselves for protection, and 
QuESTIO~S AND AXSWERS. it is a serious question what to clo with the 

thousands of men wandering through the 
country seeking work or to live without 
wOTk or to plunder, as the case may be. 

Q.-Do branch officers constitute a court 
,DI elders? 

A.-J'\ o. A court of elders mn.y be con
,-enecl by branch officers, in cases where 
there m·e no district officers through whom 
llle court may be called. 

Q.-Are we to understand that the office 
of priest. or teacher is equivalent to that of 
an elder, to the intent that they can act as 
a court of elcters? A.-N o. 

Q.-If the office of priest or teacher is 
not equivalent to thrtt of rn1 elder, to whom 
do the term. "equivalent thereto," in Rules 
of Order, sec. 152, refer to? 

A.-To the twelve, high priests, seventy, 
in fact any one holding the 1\Ielchisec1ec 
p:-iesthoocl. 

---~---· 

NEWS SUM~URY. 

In Salt.'Lake City July 20th, the court 
,decided that the granting of alimony to 
Ann Eliza Young was legal and right, as 
her claim to having been Brigham's wife 

Great ravages by the cholera are reported 
in various parts of India. In the eastern 
states, and especially in the principal cities, 
a terrible intensity of heat has prevailed. 
In New York, Philadelphia and Washing
ton ma11y lrnnclrecls have died from sun 
stroke, as high as thirty per clay in one 
city, and a hundred per week. For three 
weeks in Philadelphia the mercury was no 
day less than 92 above zero. For 25 days 
in New York the deaths of children under 
five years of age averaged 100 per day. 
Three-fourths of the deaths in the cities are 
reported as under that age. 

A tidal wave of insanity is reported as 
prevailing in Iowa, the number of people 
becoming insane being alarmingly on the 
increase, and many suicides are committed_ 

The statements as to the actual situation 
of affairs at the seat of war in the East have 
continued from clay to clay, making com
plete uncertainty as to whether Turkey 01· 

Servia has the best. of it thus far, or as to 
what the final issue will be. Battles have 
been fought and both claim victory for 

I themselves and overwhelming defeat for 
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the other, but no clecidec1 advance on either 
cside gives anv basis for believing that either 
has gained any great advantage over the 
·other. The Servians have fought with 
great valor but seem at least not to ha1·e 
succeeded in their original plans, yet clearly 
have not been defeated as badly as the 
°Tmks would have us belieYe. 

Later news gives reason to believe that 
the Servians are at least holding their own, 
and they are said to be gaining victories, 
as also is reported for the 1\Iontenegrin 
troops in their battles with the Tnrks. 

The great powers of Europe are looking 
on both intently and carelessly, like larger 
boys standing about seeing smaller ones 
fight, claiming to look on and see fair 
play, yet anxious to have a hand in the 
fray, especially if any turn in the affairs 
gives any of the other powers any advan. 
tage in the "balance of power," which each 
is watching with such.jealous eyes. 

Lord Derby declares that England wi11 
not make war, and does not intend to inter. 
fore, but desires to use her influence to keep 
the war from spreading, and will stand by 
Turkey and see that she is not murdered. 

The Turks are still committing the most 
horrible atrocities in Bosnia and Bulgaria 
"l1pon the defenseless people, destroying 
whole villages of men, women and children. 
·There were bmned, say the statistics, 65G4 
houses of the Bulgarians during their in. 
sunection, mostly those of ChTistians. 

It seems strange to reflect that Constan: 
tinople in Turkey was the great centre of 
the power ancl dominion of Christianity 
once, m the degree of it represented by the 
Roman Church, at least it was the centre 
·of civilization. Bnt, over four hundred 
years ago the land was taken by the Jlifa. 
homecfans, ancl the Christian provinces 
have paid tribute, furnished troops, and 
been as bondmen under heavv taxes and 
cruel and merciless Tulers, anc1 they desire 
to be free from it. 

EDEXVILLE, Iowa, July 10tll, 187G. 
Bm. Joseph Sinith:~I held several meet. 

ings in Burlington, and Des Moines; also 
:in Newton, this place; and in Hardin last 
Sunday week. I find some encouragement 
for the l:tah chapel. A tllous'.md dollars 
is pledged, I learn from the president of 
the branch, in Salt Lake City by outsiders 
in that city, by men whom I know are reli. 
able. If I succeed in getting t1iere, I be
lieve that work can be accomplished with. 
out much delay. If the saints exhibit an 
interest only equal to the apostates and out. 
siders, I shall feel willing to giYe a year's 
labor to accomplish it: as I belie;-e it will 
be a guarantee of stability to the cause 
there, that nothing else can giYe. 

'l'he Spiritualist has stirred up quite an 
excitement in that locality, (Des Moines), 
but is not quite ready, or was not last 
week, and it is still uncertain; . but the dav 
is set, Friday next. I saw a letter from 
him to a friend in which he wanted to 
postpone it, in order to send for or consult 
some authority. We shall only know when 
we go there, what the result will be; but:?" 
great interest is awakened, which must be 
imprnved in one way or the other. 

Direct to me in care of Robert Youn\'.-, 
Opera House Block, Des Thloines, Iowa. v 

Respectfully, J. W. BRIGG8. 

J AKESYII,LE, ·wisconsin, July 187G. 
Bro. H. A. Stebbins :-I have preached in 

company with Bro. 0. N. Dutton several 
Sabbath's in succession. Have fair attend. 
ancc and are blessed with the gifts of the 
gospel. vYe feel to trust Goel for the pros. 
perity of the work. Your brother, 

D. B. RASEY. 

NEBRASKA, UJTY, Neb., July 10, 18';'C. 
Bm. Henry :-Sabbath, July 2nd, I or. 

ganizecl a branch of eight members at 
Hock Bluffs, Cass Co., Nebraska; Brp. 
Jesse Spurgeon in charge, Bro. vY. ~T. 
Oylear, clerk. There is a greater demand 
for preaching than is possible for the active 
elders to fill; howeYer, we labor as the 
Lord giYcs us strength and opens our way, 
anc1 we feel willing to aid according as we 
are blessed by the Giver of all blessings. 

Yoms in Christ, R. J'>I. ELYI~>. 

J:IIACRIAs, Maine, July 14th, 18iG. 
Bro. Hem·y :-Your card came to hancl 

yesterday, reminding me that I had not 
written you for some time. \-Yell, all the 
excuse I lrnYe is this: when an elder does 
his duty, in traveling and preaching, i~ 
seems that he has one continual round tc' 
perform, that is, tra.vel, preach, visit, eat 
and sleep; and, after these. are done, 
does not feel much like writing, and then 
haYe, in some places, great clifilculty to get 
enough sleep; fOT the saints are so pleasecl_ 
to see the elders that they are too apt to 
keep them up too late at night. But I have 
no difficulty in getting all the preaching I 
can do. . 

I h'1xe had a :fine time since I left home, 
on this mission. Inevcrenjoyed myself so 
well on any mission before. The snintl' 
have been ve1'Y kind to me everywhere I 
have been. I preached in Philadelphia, 
PennsylYania, and in Hornerstown, f.To7l 
Egypt and Alien town, in New Jersey, with 
good liberty. 

On my return from Jersey to Phil-
adelphir<, I met Ilro. J. Foss on his way 
to Maine, his home. I lrnYe found him 
genial companion, a good preachel', and 
one well liked by both saint ancl sinnel', 
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and one who has the work of the Lord at 
heart. I believe that he is willing to make 
any reasonable sacrifice for the work. He 
is well supplied with wisdom, for a man of 
his age ancl experience. We left for Prov
idence by railroad to Long Branch and 
Sandy Hook, and from there via.New York, 
by steamer, up Long Island Sound, to 
Providence, R. I., where we arrived Friday 
morning, June 23rcl. Met with a warm re
ception from the saints of that place. But 
the Fall River saints heard of our arrival, 
and Bro. John Gilbert dispatched a mes
senger for one of us, and the lot fell upon 
your unworthy servant to go. I went more 
like a prisoner than a free man, for it was 
not in our purpose to visit that place, but 
'.f I was held a prisoner for two clays it was 

happy bondage. I preached in the after
'.J.oon and evening, and the blessing of God 
•.ovas with us; and here I wish to say a few 
words in relation to the government of this 
branch. That is that they had good erder, 
which I know is pleasing to Goel, for he is 
a Goel of order, and delights in seeing his 
ldngdom so governed. The meetings were 
commenced on the appointed time, punctu
ally, and if there is any thing I delight in 
it is punctuality. 

I attended the Sunday School, corn1ucted 
i}y Bro. Potts, and I must say that I was 
delighted with their school. Such singing 
I have not heard any where, even among 
the saints. Bro. Potts seems to take de
light in teaching them to sing by note, and 
they did sing with the Spirit and with the 
'cmclerstanding also. I tell you, Bro. Henry, 
it is no trouble to preach where the saints 
~re united and have such singing as they 
had at Fall Riv-er. So you can see why I 
enjoyed my captivity so much. I do not 
write thus of the Fall River saints in dis
paragement of other saints, but hoping that 
I may prevail upon other branches to do 
~ikewise. Brethren and sisters, teach your 
children to sing with the understanding, 
:md then if they will keep his command-
1nents, God will give them his Spirit, and 
they will sing with the Spirit as well as 
with the understr"nding. 

I returned to Providence on )londay 
morning, leaving the saints at Fall River 
feeling well, and we left Providence that 
rcfternoon for Boston, by railroad. VVent to 
Rro. Webster's,"where we received a warm 
welcome, and from the saints in Boston 
generally. Visited many points of interest 
while there, but have not the space nor the 
time to give any description of them. Did 
not make mvch of a stay here, as we had 
an appointment at Little Deer Isle on the 
8rd and 4th, to attend their conference, but 
we attended prayer meeting on Wednesday 
evening and had a good meeting. 

On Friday we came to Portland, from 
there to Sedg>vick, by steamer, where Bro. 

E. Gray met us and took us to Brookville. 
We preached there, Bro. Fuss in the after
noon and myself in the forenoon and on 
\IV ednesday we sailed across th~ bay to 
Little Deer Isle. Had a good conference. 
Preaching on Monday evening, Tuesday 
morning and afternoon, and prayer meet
ing in the evening. Bro. Foss baptized 
four on the afternoon of the fourth. 

The next morning some of the brethren 
set us across the water on Great Deer Is. 
land, where we took boat for Jonesport. 
There we found some of the good saints 
waiting and watching for us, and we were 
conducted to Bro. Joshua Walker's and 
were made to feel at home. I must sa.y 
that I never met, in all my travels, warmer 
hearted saints than I have met on this triD. 

I ·enjoyed my stay very much at this 
plac~. N evertheles~ I had s.ad feelings on 
landmg here, knowmg that this was th.e 
place where my dear companion was to 
have been located while I prosecuted mv 
mission; and when the rooms were shown 
me that had been secured for us during the 
summer, and thought how she had looked 
to this trip with so much pleasure, ancl yet 
was deprived of it by so sudden a can ·away 
from this life, my happiness was much 
marred. But the saints did all in their 
power to make me happy, and the Lmd 
gave me his Spirit to preach his word,. 
which is the greatest joy that a man can 
receive in this life, and for which I praise 
his holy name. 

We left Jonesport on Monday for this 
place; stopped at Mason's Bay Monday 
night, preached the word there tha.t even
ing, and are now holding meetings here ev
ery evening, Bro. J. C. Foss and myself. 
vVe leave here ne.xt week for Grand JYlanan 
Island, N. B. 

I wish, thi·ough the Iferalcl, to thank foe 
saints where I have been for their kindness 
to me. J\lay the Lord bless them with his 
Spirit. E. BANTA. 

SwEET HoME, Linn Co., Oregon, 
.June 1'7th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph Smith:-It is nice weather 
here now. Our branch, here in Oregon, is 
striving to serve our Lord and Master, al
though we have vain words hurled at us 
by our enemies; but that only makes us 
stronger in the faith. If we live faithful in 
Christ Jesus we must suffer persecution. 
Brethren and sisters, let us strive to win 
that celestial glory prepared for those that 
are faithful to the encl. Four of our family 
belong to the church and are all strong in 
the faith. Bro. Lewis 'furn bull and family 
are living with us. He and his wife are 
strong in the faith; they are bound to try 
to serve their heavenly Father, and to de
fend the doctrine at any time or at any 
place. 
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1Ve expect Bro. J. C. Clapp back here 
again, in a few weeks ; and I believe that 
his brother is coming with him. The 
saints here will meet him with jov; for he 
is a good man. vVe have meetings here 
every Sunday. I was baptized five yeaxs 
ago this summer, by Bro. J. W. Gillen. 

Your sister in the faith, 
MELISSA WILLIAMS. 

DELEVAN, Kansas, June 14th, 1876. 
Bro. Joseph:-The following letter is 

copied from the Friends' Review, a period
ical published by the Quakers in Philadel
phia, and may be of interest to you, as 
showing that the Spirit of the Lord is 
working in the hearts of the Lamanites to 
his honor and glory. Yon are at liberty to 
publish it, if you think best, in the Bernlcl 
-0r Hope. Very respectfully, 

ELLA M. SMITH. 
"Krow"~ AND CmrAKCHE AGENCY, I. T., 

Second mo., 28, 1876. 
"Respected Friencl :-I have been waiting 

for the return of the photographer before 
answering thy letter of the 15th inst. He 
is expected in a few days, when I will for
ward as thou requests, photographs of our 
·school-buildings and children, together 
·with such other articles as I may be able 
to get. Our school is getting along nicely, 
seventy-two children ~l}ttending, represent
ing the three tribes, Kiowas, Comanches 
and Apaches. I have never known more 
rapid progress than they are making. It 
is really wonderful. Besides the regular 
school lessons they have learned many 
Scriptural passages; can repeat plainly and 
distinctly the I,orcl's Prayer; and they 
really seem to enjoy the service of Sabbath 
School hymns. Many of them are sweet 
singers. I have thought that could Presi
dent Grant spend a few hours in our school, 
m1c1 sec the wonderful transformation 
which a few short months have wrought 
in the little children of those he has so 
nobly sought to assist and elevate, his de
termination would increase in resisting 
power to prevent the control of their being ' 
turned over to those whose peculiar work 
ancl duties do not educate them to unfurl 
King Emanuel's banner of peace, and 

, strive by its sweet and soothing influences, 
to lead the downcast and downtrodden up 
to a higher and nobler position, even to 
the knowledge of Him, whom to know is 
life eternal. 

"Had we more room, we could increase 
,our. attendance very much, so many are 
anx10us to go to school, but we can not 
take them for want of room. We are 
having very interesting meetings on First
clays, especially appointed for the adult In
dians. Severn! of them are regular at
tendants on our First.day morning meet
ing; and a very encouraging number at-

tend the meetings appointed for them, i!J~
clmling many of those who have been 
rank eel as among the very worst Indians of 
the plains, those who, a few years ago; 
would not, under any c;;onsideration, have 
attended meetings where prayer is wont to 
be made. Their superstitious notions would 
have kept them back from fear. They 
now listen with manifest interest to the 
truths of the Scripture, and bow their 
heads with seeming reverence when prayer 
is being made. Last First-day they listened 
very attentively to the beautiful story of 
God's wonderous love in the gift of his Son, 
with the history of his coming, life, death 
and resurrection. And when vocal prayet 
was being made in their own language, 
their responses sounded like Amens and 
Amens from hearts which felt the senti
ments uttered.. To us who know these 
people, these circumstances are very inter
esting and encouraging; and we earnestly 
hope that in His own good time and way 
He will enlighten and anoint some among 
them to advocate his cause and bring 
glory to his name. One of the chief of the 
Qua-ha-da Comanches, who as a band have 
been the most famous of raiders, went to 
the stores a short time ago, and invited the 
persons there to attend the meetings; told 
them they were lllissing a good deal by not 
attending. vVe desire the prayers of Chris,. 
tians in every place for our people. 

"Y ery respectfully thy friend, 
"J. M. HA WORTH, 

"u. 8. Indian Agent." 

Gn.\YSYnLE, Monroe Co., Ohio, 
June 16th, 18'i6. 

Bro. Joseph:-We have had quite a 
drought here for want of preaching. I 
have not heard a sermon since last fall. 
I had hoped to attend the conference at 
West Wheeling, June 10th, butI was strick. 
en with sickness one month before, and am 
only now recovering slowly from the same. 

Let me say to every saint, yes, every one 
that bears that sacrec! name-to you let me 
say, Ever bow submissively to the will of 
God: though his will may be just the op. 
posite of ours, knowing he doeth all things 
well; ancl let ns know that when we are 
under the chastening rod it is for our good; 
for we read in his sacred word, "Whom the 
the Lord lovetll he chasteneth, and scourg
eth every one he receh·eth." There is 
strong conwlation in the words of the 
weeping prophet, "He, the Lord, doth no~ 
afflict willingly." No, clear saints, the 
good Father does not afflict from his heart, 
but only from his hand; but always when 
his hand is lifted up against us, his heart 
is yearning over us with unspeakable kind
ness. 'When Joseph made himself strange 
and appearocl rough to his brethren, his 
heart said, "0, my brethren»' Just 80 
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when God withdraws himself for to try our 
faith, and we think we will be almost over
whelmed by some dark providence, or fiery 
·trial; our Goel is watching over us with 
more than a mothers's tenderness; and if 
we r,re his, can we not kiss the rod when it 
1'alls upon us. 'vVe shall surely see our 
Father's hand at the other end of it; it is 
:wt wielded by a tyrant, but by our eternal 
Father, who only designs to consume the 
dross n,nd Tefine the gold. Let us be pa
-Cient. God does not willingly afflict; he 
sees the need, thot1gh we may not. Let us 
/_ie faithful ancl pi·n,yerful under the roc1, 
::md he will bring us off more than con
querors in the end. 

I can not sn,y that our brnnch is in as live
ly order as I would like to see it. Some of 
those who arn weak in the faith, seem to be 
giving way under the persecution, and am 
not living up to their privileges; (which is 

shame for·n, saint); they seem to be for
getful tlrnt they a.re soldiers of Jesus Christ, 
c1nc1 now is the time to lift high his royal 
]Janner that must not sufter loss. Aud in 
that clay when he unfurls· his beauteous 
1mnner to wn,ve over the land for n, thousand 
years, they will be amply repn,ic1 for all 
faey will hn,ve to endure; an cl to a.ll such 
I would say, Arise ancl work while it is 

for the night will come in which no 
can work; and this know that by our 

own works we stand or fall. I hope there 
will be an elder sent here soon; to arouse 
the saints to a sense of tJ1eir duty, n,lso that 
H1ey may be refreshed. I do hope there 
~;iav bG many more come out on the Lord's 
side and be adopted in the fold and family 
of Christ. I do not see ·why the world is 
so slow to see that it'is the only true doc
trine; the very sa1ne that Jesus taught, and 
che only doctrine tlrnt ctcn sfwe those thtet 
!]ght a.gainst it. 1iVhy do they not sec that 
the Heorganized Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints is the true church? All 
~he elders in Israel preach the same doc
crine ,Jesus commanded to be weachecl; 
the sa1nc signs follo\v that he s:1ic1 shon1cl 
follow the preaching of the true 
also the saints all bear the same '"~'""uvu.r 
enjoy the same blessings the ancients 
when they live up to their privilege and n,re 
faithful. Mv desire is to stand firm and 
faithful, ancfby the grace of Goel I n,m re
solved to clo so. The prize we shall obtain 
is well worth fighting for. 

vYill some of the saints please inform me, 
'.hrough the columns of the IIernlcl, if they 
:rnow anything about a prople cn,llec1 ::'IIor
risites. Or if any one ever knew n, prophet 
by the name of Joseph 1\forris, who was 
murdered in Froncfale, J'IIissouri? I haYe 
:c·easons why I want to know, and will be 
the.,nkful for infonnation ·what r"ncl >.•,'ho 

n,re. 
will be so if the IIeralrl becomes 

weekly. Being an invalid, I can not meet 
with the saints as often as I would like, 
therefore you may know how I welcome k 
It is in it I see the progress of the work 
and the dealings of Goel with his own peo
ple. I do not think I could do without it 
unless I W'1S compelled to. vVith love to 
all saints, I remsin your sister in the one 
faith, SARAH A. RoSE. 

[There wn,s a people called Morrisites 
who were built up in Weber Valley, Utah. 
Their prophet, Joseph Morris, was killed in 
\Veber Valley in 1862, by one.Burton, at 
the time sheriff of Utah county, after hav
ing surrendered to the force sent agn,inst 
him. This was done while under the pro
tection of a ;;vhite flag. Son1e of our best 
brethren were J\Iorrisites.]-Ern. 

HILLSDALE, Iowa, June 24th, 187'G. 
Ero. Joseph:-Bro. :M:ark H. Forscutt has 

been here n,ncl pren,ched every night from 
the 20th to the 23d, with good satisfaction. 
The congregation was farger every night. 
We believe that U ucle :!\far k has a great in
terest in the kingdom of Goel; and a great 
desire to spread the truth of the latter clay 
work. 

J\Ir. Kelly, of the Methodist Church, 
asked permission to ask n,'question. Bro. 
J\!I(Lrk gave permission. i\ir. Kelley re. 
viewed his first two sermons, and then 
tried to prove that baptism came before 
belief and got muddled up so tlrnt he never 
asked the question. I proposed that we 
dismiss and go home, aml Br. Mark would 
debate that question. Br. :ftla1·k refused, 
thinking it was stooping too low. 

Br. Elvin seems to be a very active man 
in tho distTict, ancl n,ppen,rs to be doing a 
great deal of good. The work appears to be 
prospering in this district. 'I'here are some 
of tlle eldern seem to be troubled about 
many things. It is my desirn that the 
elders &hould choose that good part which 
J cs us said Mary had choseii. 

Yours in the gospel, 
SoLmIO::'i' 'fno:.rAs·. 

LLOYD, 11ichlc,m1 Co., vVisconsi:.l, 
June 24th, 1876. 

Bro.Joseph Smith:-'fhe saints are striving 
to shake off the lethargy thn,t has destroyed 
their usefulness in tin1es past, and are en
gaged in the glorious cause which we are 
prosecuting. We have just closed our con
ference, without a dissenting voice in an 
our business matters; n,nd there appears to 
be 8, desire among them to take hold with 
new energy to roll the work forward. 

vYhile confidence is being restored 
among the sn,ints, prejudice is being re
moved from those that know not God; and 
all seem to h~\il me as a messenger of truth. 
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Calls are coming from various parts, "Come I and winter BT. J. H. Lake held a series of 
over into our.district." I find it impossible I meetings and baptized eight. These have 
to fill all, and must content myself with do- met with some opposition, which has only 
ing what I can. You will please excuse made them stronger in the faith; and, tP 
me for not writing oftener, as I am ,-ery ner-

1 

their satisfaction, they hm·e learned that 
vous, and sometimes cannot write at all. the gospel has led them to confide in one 

Your brother in Christ, who is mighty to save. Others, also, look 
WILLL\.:II S.1.YAGE. with favor upon us. 

I have just Teturned from visiting Platte 
Valley and Elkhorn branches, in Douglao 
and Washington counties,N e braska. One in 
the former and eight in the latter were added 
by baptism; with others in both places in
vestigating. These bid fair to enter the king
dom. Calls for help come from many 
places. Elders T. ,J. Smith and Z. Martin 
are still sending forth the sound. There 
are indications of a rich h2"rvest of souls in 
the North Nebraska District. I am doing 
all I can for the prosperity of the Herald 
and Hope. 

Q}IAE.\, Nebraska, June 24, 187G. 
.Editors Herald :-The prospects of the 

cause in western Iowa and Nebraska are 
improving. On Friday, June 2nd, 1876, 
nt the request of Bro. Clothier, I attended 
3, conference of the Gallancls Grove District, 
held at Deloit, Crawford county, Iowa. 

The unanimity of feeling and brotherly 
kindness which prevailed throughout the 
conference, was strong with indications of 
more determined efforts on the part of the 
brethren in the future. Galland Grove 
district stands prominent in the history of 
t~1e Reorganized Church. It has many 
aged and experienced members, in the lat
ter day work. There are also younger men, 
who seem to be anxious to imitate the ex
€cmple of these fathers in fighting under 
the banners of truth. Whenever this is 
soen it is indeed encouraging. These old 
veteran's voices do not thunder as they 
used to, in years past; but the effects of 
their work are remembered, anc1 will be, 
by many even after they shall have passed 
away. 

Bl'. Eli Clothier was 2·etainec1 as presid
ing officer of the district, which position 
he has filled a long time. Br. C. and the 
0 ·est of the elders are fully mrnre of the great 
21ecessity of the presiding officer spending 
his entire time in the field, and they are not 
<m1y striving for this, but to their utmost, 
~ere co.operating with him in preaching the 
word; and some are striving to arrange 
foeir affairs so that they may be able to do 
''":ore for the J\Iaster. It is indeed pleasing 
'w see a body of elders together with the 
fire of the latter day work burning in their 
l:earts, and the extension of the gospel up
"'.)ermost in their minds, to the exclusion of 
dl unimportant matters. I hope that the 
days for disorder and contention in elder's 
confeTences are past, for if we were entitled 
tr) a share of this, I think we have had that 
share, and I can but think, that for Gal
}'.~ml Grove district a brighter day is dawn-
1__.g. 

::3Incc the abm·e conference I have visited 
P.ad preachGd in the Cnmdall settlement 
Lend at Pleasant Ridge. Prospects for a 
gathering are good in both places, es
pecially in the latter. The preaching of 
Hw word here, was begt<n bv Elders Sweet 
and Halliday three yem·s ago, and though 
at tlrnt time prejudice ran high, Br. Sweet 
affirmed that some would be gathered. 
Brethren from the Harlan branch have 
faborec1 here very faithfully, ancl last fall 

Yours in Christ, J .. \B. CAx'FALL 

YORK CENTRE, Ind., June 28, 1370. 
Bro. Joseph :-We meet every Sabbath, 

not only as a duty, but because we love to 
meet with those of like faith ancl talk of 
the goodness of God, and to praise him for 
the blessings we are daily receiving. For 
myselfI write, I never lrnew how goocl Goel 
was, until I was a Latter Day Saint. We 
have no organization, but are firm in the 
faith. Bro. Campbell met with us a few 
weeks ago, which strength;:med us much. 
\'\re had a sacrament meeting, in which we 
felt very thankful to our :Master for send. 
ing him here. 

A sister in the covenant of neace, 
ELz"IKA BARIL 

I::'\LAKD, Cedar Co., Io>va, July 2, 18713. 
B1·0. Joseph :-I will give you a brief ac

count of my labors for the last few weeh. 
At the conference held at this place, June 

3 and 4, I was appointed district president, 
and as such, set out, ,June 10th, to visit the 
various branches and set them in order as 
far as might be. 

From my home near fron Hills, Jackson 
county, I went to Maquoketa. Thence tc 
visit Bro. Wm. Haylock, who was sick. 
Baek to Maquoketa and held meeting the 
evening of the 20th. Left next morning for 
Davenport, Scott county, where I arrived 
the same evening. Found the Davenport 
branch nominally dead. No meetings for 
about a year. So I set to work, going from 
house to house, conversing with the saints, 
adjuring them to awaken to a lively sense 
of their duty, an cl the responsibility resting 
upon them. They all seemed willing and 
anxious to do whatever was l'ight. 

Met with the branch on Sunday, 25th. 
Truly the good Spirit was with us in power 
and sweet union. Bro. Richard Rowley 
resigned the office of brnnch president, bltt 
was immediately re.elected, and we left 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



474 TRUE L. D. SAIN'.l.'S' HERALD. 

them with the assurance that a house would 
be procured and meetings held regularly. 

Also went back to Inland and was most 
hospitably entertained by some excellent 
saints there. I was assisted in my labors by 
Bro. C. C. Reynolds, a worthy and whole. 
souled elder with whom I went to West Buf. 
falo, Scott county, Iowa, on the 26th of June. 
Found some good saints there. A slight 
trouble in the branch, which, though seem
ingly small, yet hinders the free flow of 
m1ity and peace, so necessary and desira
lJle in every congregation of the Lord's 
people. Held meeting in the branch on 
the 28th. Crossed the great Father of 
Waters to the village of Andalusia, on the 
80th, and called on good old Bro. Erastus 
Babbitt and wife. Found them strong in 
the faith and trying to live their religion. 
He is eighty.five years old; says he is the 
thirty.seventh person who united with the 
first organization of this church. Bro. 
Anthon Gold very kindly conveyed me in 
his buggy twenty-five miles, to Inland 
branch, at which place I now am. Here I 
found another lukewarm branch. No meet
ings for some months. Presiding elder, L. 
P. Russell, anxious to resign. Branch met 
on Sunday, July 2nd, Bro. Russell re
signed, and Bro-. E. M. Wildermuth ap
pointed president, and Bro. 0. L. Russell, 
clerk. Meeting appointed then and there 
for the coming Sabbath. They all seem 
determined to renew their zeal and go for
ward more earnestly. 

Intend departing to-morrow for Jackson 
branch, Jones county, Iowa. Craving the 
jJrayers of the faithful, with a desire to do 
rny whole duty as a servant of God, I sign 
myself yours in the gospel bonds. 

EDWARD LARKEY. 

FARMINGTON, Ky., June 28th, 1876. 
Bro. J. Smitli:-I arrived here from my 

southern trip yesterday. I had an excel
lent trip; very laborious, but quite success
ful. The churches south are in a fair con
dition. The prospects for the future are 

go~~~ cause here is in a gooc1 condition. 
Bro. Anthonv has done all that he could; 
he is much ·liked; some esteem him the 
best speaker that has been here. His con
duct is that of a true minister. He has 
baptized three lately; others are expected 
soon. May God ever l)rosper the cause. 

Your brother in Christ, 
JORN H. HANSEN. 

KIRTLAND, Ohio, July 10, 1876. 
Bro. Henry :-I expect to go down into 

the water next Sabbath. We have good 
meetings; the Lord is truly blessing us with 
the Comforter, even with the Spirit of 
'fruth, whom the world can not receive. 

Yours in the gospel, 
J. F. JHcDowELL. 

-----------··-----· 

Decatur District. 
Conference held at Lamoni, Decatur 

county, Iowa, June 2, 3 and 4, 1876; A-. 
W. Moffett, president; E. Stafford, clerk. 

The book of "Rules of Order" was adopt
ed as the standard for our deliberations. 

Branch Reports.-Davis City 25 mem-· 
bers, one received by letter. Little River,. 
89 members, 1 baptized, 7 received by letter' 
Lamoni 167 members, 4 baptized, 3 received 
by letter, 4 removed by letter, 12 abesnt 
without letters. Allenville, (Mo.), 32 mem
bers, no changes. (This report lacking a 
list of names with necessary items, the clerk 
is to be notified to foward them to the dis
trict secretary as soon as practicable. j 
Chariton 17 members, no changes. 

Elders' Reports.-Z. II. Gurley, George, 
Sweet, E. Stafford, C. Sheen, A. Kent, A. 
J. Green, S. Bailey, A. W. Moffett, G. Spen
cer, O. B. Thomas, A. J. Ames, HoracEJ" 
Church, J. P. Dillen, C. II. Jones, I. P. 
,Ba,ggerly, E. Robinson, W. Himes. 

Visiting brethren were invited to partake· 
in the deliberations. The chairman was 
authorized to appoint three elders as !ll 

standing court for the ensuing three months 
to try all cases, pertaining to the district, 
whiCh may legally come before them; and 
he is also to fill any vacancy that may occur 
in said court during that time, He appointed' 
Z. H. Gurley, E. Robinson, and G. Sween 
as said court. All the ministry in the dis
trict were to use their utmost endeavors to 
preach the ensuing three months. The pro
posed change in the Herald was looked up
on with disfavor. 

It was moved, and so ordered, that aH 
absent members from a branch be reporied 
absent or scattered, and ths.t the secretaries 
of the branches to which they belong shall 
ascertain, as far as practicable, the where
abouts and standing of those scattered mem
bers; and, if a satisfactory report be not ob
tained from them, they are to be requested,. 
through the Herald, to appear in person or 
report by letter to the branch, a reason 
why their names should not be erased from 
the branch record. 

[They should then be reported to the 
Church Recorder as scattered members.J
Ens. 

Report of Bishop's Agent.-Balance, 
March 10, 1876, $24 85; received, since, 
sixty cents; total $25.45. Paid out $33.50. 
Balance due agent $8.05, which amount I 
give as tithing. Cheerfully submitted, 

WILSON HUDSON, Agent. 
The authorities' of the church were sus

tained. John Johnston's. license was voted . 
renewed. Preaching during the session by 
Bm. S. Bailey, Z. H. Gurley and A. H. 
Smith. 
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'Throughout the entire session peace, or
.der and harmony prevailed. Expressed 
differences of opinion were received in a 
.good natured manner generally. The Spirit 
of our God was sensibly with us during 
·preaching, prayer and testimony meetings. 
The elders were admonished, through the 
gift of prophecy, to put on their armor, and 
w keep it bright by constant use; the prom
ise being that the Lord will bless them with 
greater blessings than have ever before been 
bestowed upon us. 

Adjourned to meet at Little River branch, 
'1t six o'clock, p. m., September 1st, 1876. 

Kewanee District. 
Conference held at Henderson Grove, 

Jcme 3rd and 4th, 1876. H. C. Bronson, 
p?esiding; J. A. Robinson, clerk. 

Branch Reports:-Kewanee 119 members, 
baptized, 2 removed, 4 expelled; Buffalo 

Prairie 72 members, 5 removed, 1 expelled; 
Peoria 14 members, 3 baptized, 1 removed, 
;.; expelled; Princeville 19 members; Can
ton 56 members, 5 baptized, 4 received, 1 
Temoved, 2 expelled; Millersburg 35 mem
bers, 4 :received by letter. The branches 
presented financial reports, and all were re
"'eived except Buffalo Prairie, which was 
·ordered back to the branch for correction. 

Reports of Branch P.residents:-J. A. Rob
inson, Peoria; C. N. Brown, Henderson 
Grove ; H. C. Bronson, Princeville; Bro. 
Sturges reported the saints at Viola; J. D. 
Jones delegate Kewanee, and J.M. Terry 
Thiillersburg, reported the conditions cf 
·cneir several branches. T. F. Stafford and 
'rhomas Charles reported by letter. 

2 P. M.-Resolved that the several branch- I 
es composing this district are hereby pos
itively instructed to send a financial report 
ui each quarterly conference, giving names 
of persons from whom money has been re
ceived and to whom money has been paid. 

Whereas the Kewanee Sub-District has 
T,ot properly and p:rnctually reported to the 
conference of the district, and as it is not, 
in our opinion, workin!( for the good of the 
,cause in the Kewanee District, therefore be 
it resolved that said sub-district composed 
c,f the Iowa portion of this district, be and 
];, hereby disorganized, and the sec1'etary 
of district is hereby instructed to corres-

with the secretary of the sub-district 
the purpose of obtaining the record and 

1111 papers pertaining to the sub-district, 
that they may remain in possession of the 
illstrict secretary. 

The president was instructed to visit the 
"branches of the district, especially those of 
the Iowa portion in order that he may lay 
before them the feelings of this conference 
about their neglect in attending to the busi
tiess and interest of the work spiritnallv. 

Resolved that we take into considerati~n 

at the next session the propriety of rescind
ing the resolution recomending the division 
of the district. 

On resolution to choose a vice p:resident, 
John Chisnal was elected. 

Resolved that, in the the spirit of Christ, 
we again and again urge this duty upon the 
elders, who seem by the past to have slight
ed that,they report to each conference in 
person or by letter, so the conference may 
be kept posted about their labors. 

That the president Rnd vice president ap
point a series of meetings among the branch
es. 

That they appoint the time and place of 
holding next conference. 

That we uphold and sustain by onr pray
ers and means all the authorities of the 
Church. 

7:30 P. M.-Preaching by J. A. Robinson 
and J. i\I. Terry. Prayer meeting Sunday 
morning at 8:30 A. Th!. Preaching at 10:30 
A. M. by the president, also at 2:30 P. BL 

Preaching at 7:30 P. nr. by J. A. Robinson 
assisted by J.M. Terry. Adjourned to meet 
at call of the president. 

South Eastern Illi11ois District. 
Conference was held in the Brush Creek 

Branch, June 3 and 4, 1876; George H. 
Hilliard presiding; I. A. Morri,s, clerk. 

Branch Reports.-Dry Fork 19 members. 
Brush Creek 60 members, 2 added by let
ter, 1 baptized. Elm River 9 members. 
Little Wabash not reported. Deer Creek 21 
members. Springerton 37 members, 5 bap
tized. Sunday.school in fair condition. Tun
nel Hill as last reported. 

T. P. Green reported having done consid
erable preaching the past quarter, and that 
be found a good feeling among the people 
and has baptized four since last conference. 
John F. Thomas has done all he could under 
his circumstances, and found a good open
ing in White county for preaching. B. ·F. 
Kerr and I. A. Morris reported. G. H. 
Hilliard has tried to do his duty as district 
president. Has requests from Johnson and 
Williamson counties, where are good open
ings for preac~ing. Priest Martin R 
Brown :reported. 

2. P. ~r.-Minutcs of last conference cor· 
rected to read 57 members instead of 63 
in Brush Creek branch. 

Hesolved that the presidents of branches 
be instructed to see that proper notic~ is 
given when the reports will be presented to 
the branches. 

The elders and priests were requested to 
labor all they can the next quarter. 

·Evening Session.-Preaching by Bro. 
Brown. 

On Sunday morning T. P. Green preached, 
followed by G. II. Hilliard. A very large 
and attentive audience was present. 
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During the intermission one'was baptized 
':ly G. H. Hilliard. At four p. m., sacra
ment and confirmation meeting, Brn. Green 
and Hilliard in charge. The sister bap
tized was confirmed, and the saints enjoyed 
e, season of fellowship and communion in 
the Holy Spirit. 

Officials present: 1 high priest, 4 elders, 
3 priests, 1 teacher. 

Sunday evening.-Br. Green preached. 
Good order prevailed throughout the ses
sion. The authorities of the church were 
sustained. 

.Adjourned to meet at Dry Fork branch, 
September 2nd, 18i6, at 10 a. m. 

Little Sioux District. 
Conference convened at Little Sioux, Har-

1·ison county, Iowa, June 3rd and 4th, 1876, 
at 11 a. m. ; J. C. Cr&bb, presiding; Donald 
Maule, clerk. 

Prayer by D. M. Gamet. 
Hugh Lytle and D. M. Gamet reported 

the Little Sioux branch. P. Cadwell re
ported the Magnolia branch, and said they 
held meetings each Sunday· and prayer 
meeting once a week He had baptized 
three, and, in company with other brethren, 
.had visited outstanding members, :fifteen of 
whom joined the branch. He had been 
blest with the gift of healing. Geo. Mon
tague had preached in the branch. s'oldier 
Valley and Spring Valley branches disor
ganized and consolidated in one, branch, ,to 
be known as the Union Centre branch; 
spiritual condition good. Henry Garner 
:reported his preaching in Magnolia and 
elsewhere. J. M. Harvey reported by let
ter, preaching in Magnolia and Mondamin, 
and baptizing one. Benj. Kester, priest, 
by letter, preaching in Magnolia and Cal
houn twelve times. 

Branch Reports.-Magnolb 107 mem-
1Jers, 4 baptized, 14 received by vote. Little 
Sioux 105 members, 4 received by vote, 5 
removed by letter. Union Centre 34 mem
bers. Unionburgh report rejected, not 
having been approved by the branch. 

2:30 r. ~r.-Prayer by J. C. Crabb. H. 
Garner, as committee on Little Sioux Meet
fog House reported no means collected 
within the last three months. Report was 
received, and he was continued. P. ·cad well 
and H. Garner, as committee on Magnolia 
:ileeting House, repol'tetl no means collected 
since last conference. ,, Report was received 
and committee continued. 

The resolution passed at the last confer
ence, dropping the case of Br. Gilbert Cox 
was rescinded; also the one passed in 
December, 1875, about the same case. A 
motion to restoTe Br. Gilbert Cox to his 
former standing in !he church was lost. 
Dr. Jame's Caffoll was requested to make 
charges agairn<t Br. Gilbert Cox, if he has 

any, and that the case come up for a hear
ing at the next district conference. 

Br. J. C. Crabb's, request to be released:' 
from the charge of the district was not 
granted. He was requested to appoint his 
counsel, and chose Phineas Cadwell, who, 
wa.s sustained by vote. 

7:30 P,M.-Prayer by P. Cadwell; preach
ing by Geo. Montague. 

Sunday Morning.-Prayer by S. W. Con
dit; preaching by Hugh Lytle. During in
termission four were baptized by Phineas 
Cadwell. 

2:30 r. Thr.-Prayer by J. l\L Putney; 
those baptized were confirmed ; preaching, 
by J. C. Crabb; sacrament administered by 
J. M. Putney and D. l\I. Gamet. 

Adjourned to meet at Magnolia, Harrison• 
county, Iowa, September 2, 1876, at 11 A,}l. ___ ,.,.,.,,.._.__ 

St. Louis District. 
Conference convened in Anchor Hall, St. 

Louis, Mo., Sunday morning, June 4, 1876; 
W. II. Hazzledine presiding; T. R. Allen,, 
el erk. 

The president read Romans 6th, and, 
T. R. Allen preached. 

2 r. M.-Prayer by Geo. Hicklin. Sacra
ment w:>ts administered, and an interesting, 
fellowship meeting was held, and the gifts 
of the Spirit were enjoyed. 

Officials present: 1 high priest, 15 elders,, 
5 priests, 4 teachers, 1 deacon. 

Sunday Evening.-Preaching by Brn. 
Jones, of Caseyville, Rees, of Cheltenham,, 
and Hall, of St. Louis. 

Monday, June 5th, 9 a. m.-Prayer by 
John Beard. 

Branch Reports.-St. Louis 288 members, 
1 baptized, 4 received by letter, 1 died. 
Gravois 61 members. Cheltenham 30 mem
bers ; most of these are in good standing ; 2 
removed by letter. Belleville 72 members, 8 
baptized, 5 received by letter. Alma 43 
members. Coon Creek 30 members, 4 bap
tized. Whearso 12 members. Caseyville 18 
members. Alton not reported. 

Elders' Reports.-J ohn Beard, George, 
Hicklin, Wm. Smith, Wm. Anderson, N. 
Miller and T. Jones reported having done, 
what they could. 

The Bishop's agent reported for the half 
year ending June 5, 1876: Received from 
Bishop Anderson money in elders' fund 
$5. 75, freewill offering fund $2.60, collected 
from, St. Louis branch $121.65, Cheltenham 
$5.00-total receipts $135.00. Paid to el
ders $115.00, poor $20.00-total paid out 
$135.00; R. D. Cottam, Bishop's Agent. 

Resolved that N. Miller, W. T. Kyte and 
A. Reese, be a standing committee to audit 
the Bishop's agent's account. 

Resolved that we recommend the Gravois, 
branch to appoint Br. Geo. Thorp to pre
side over !he branch. 
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.The authorities of the church were sus-1 from every quarter and the harvest is await-
t am ed. ing the -reapers. In consideration of thee8 

Adjourned to meet in Belleville on Sept. I facts, the presiding officer of the distric: 
3rd and 4th, 18i6. I has determined to do his utmost foat this 

----~- I great demand for preaching might be sup· 
Nortliern Nebraska District. I plied. Should nothing prevent, he will de-

Conference convened June 24th and 25t.h, vote his entire time to the ministry, or, a:: 
18i6, at the Saints' meeting house, in Oma· least, as much as is possible; and he wouH 
ha, Nebraska. J. Caffall, president; H. cordially invite the assistance and coopera
.Nielsen, Clerk. tion of all the authorities of the district tc 

Branch Reports.-Platte Valley, 31 mem- that end; also, the assistance and coopera
bers; Elkhorn, 14 members; Omaha (Scan- ation of all, for every one can do something. 
dinavian) 38 members; Omaha (English) be it ever so little. If you can do nothing 
57 members. more, at least drop a silent prayer for the 

Elden' Reports,-Z. J\Iartin, Thomas J·. success of those who are willing to labor. 
Smith, N. Rumel, H. Nielson and W. Ballin- I Come now, brethren, let us unite as one 
ge'r reported. man, and make one grand rally for Zion';; 

The committee on enrolling scattered cause; and, as God has promised, many 
members reported, and the committee was precious sheaves will be garnered in thE 
continued. house of God. 

The Bishop's Agent reported. THos. J. SmTH, Pres. of District. 
Resolutions passed.-That hereafter we YALLEY STATI01', Douglas Co., Neb. 

will receive no branch reports unless made 
out in blank form obtainable at the Herald 
Office. 

That. this conference hereafter adopt the 
"Rules of Order" in their business meet
ings. 

That I.he elders and priests whose labors 
are not demanded in their respective bran
ches, be· requested to labor elsewhere in 
the district as much as practicable. 

That all elders not having license from 
any quorum, report next conference to have 
their license renewed. 

That H. Nilesen be chosen district clerk. 
That Thomas .J. Smith be chosen district 

president. 
That a collection be taken up lo-morrow 

for the benefit of the ministry. 
That we sustain the constituted authori

ties of the Church. 
Adjourned 1o meet. :1t Platte Valley, Sept. 

0th, 1876, at 2 p. m. 

Northern Nebraska District. 
To the Sainis and Brethren.-The two dis

tricts of Nebraska, known as the Eastern 
and Northern, have been consolidated, by 
an action of a fJU&rterly conference, held at 
Omaha, March 25th and 2Gth, 1876. The 
united district to be known hereafter as the 
:'.'forth em :'I ebraska District. The propects 
of our cause in this district are very favor· 
able indeed. In some of the branches num
bers are uniting with us by baptism. With-

. in the laRt three months ten have united 
with the Platte Valley Branch, and eleven 
with the Elkhorn Branch ; and where
ever the word have been preached, many 
more have been anxiously enquiring the 
way of life. The cry for help comes in 

Board of Publication :Meeting. 
Minutes of the regular meeting, helcl iY.:. 

the Herald Office, Plano, Illinois, June 6th. 
18i6. Present: brethren I. L. Rogers, Da
vid Dancer, H. A. Stebbins, John Scott and 
Wm. W. Blair, a full board. 

Prayer by Br. I. L. Rogers, and the min
utes of the last regular meeting were read, 
also those of the called meeting. 

Brethren Blair and Scott, committee on 
revision of the constitution and by-laws of 
the Tloard of Publication, reported, and the 
report was received and the commit tee dis 
charged. 

Proceeding to act upon the recommendcv· 
tions of said committee, the following re·· 
visions were made, by regular and separate 
mot.ions upon each one. 

Section six of the Constitution was amend
ed by inserting after the words, "at the op·· 
tion of said Board," the words, "the Presi
dency and the Bishopric;" and, after the 
word "law," at the close, the words "of in
corporation." 

Section seven was amended to read th&t 
meetings of the Iloard be held every sb: 
months instead of every three months; anc1 
that t.he report of all tpe affairs of the office 
at said half-yearly meetings shall also be 
the report to each annual and semi-annuac_ 
session of the General Conference. 

Section ten was amended by striking· ou7 
the word "regular" from the act providing 
for the amendment of the Constitution and 
By-laws at the Board meetings. 

Sect.ion five of the By-laws was amendell 
by striking out after the words "an editor,'' 
the words "who shall be," and also the
words "and an assistant editor, should the 
Board deem one advisable," and inserting 
so as to read "an Editor or Editors, and al
so a Business Manager, who shall have
charge," etc. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



478 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

,, ew sections, called sections seven and 
,e:ght, were added to the By-laws, reading 
th:rn : 

"Section seven. The regular meetings of 
the Board shall be held on the first Tuesday 
in l\larch and September of each year." 

''Section eight. That the Secretary shall 
duly notify each member of the Board pre
viqus to any and every session of the Board." 

The following was also adopted: "Resol
veJ that this Board of Publication, through 
its Secretary, petition the next Semi-An
cnual Conference to amend theh- action of 
April, 1870, providing for the Board of Pub
lication, by striking out of the second reso
hltion the word "quarterly," and inserting 
in its stead the word "half-yearly;" and 
t0 insert in the fourth resolution the word I 
''l'.3.ay" in t)le first clause, thus causing it to 
read, •that the Board of Publication may 
issue.' " etc. 

The report of the Secretary was read and 
aJ~epted as follows:- · 

:i:'inancial report of the Board of Publica
tion, from February 16th to May 16th. 1876, 
Cs.sh on hand February 16th, . $69 12 
Cr;gh receipts 2, 710 36 

EXPENDITURES. 
E:nployees in office 
foci dentals 
FE~ight, expressage, bi-monthly l 

nail and stamps J 

$2779 48 

1,317 87 I 
3 00 

183 48 

S~eward & Henning 40· 00 
1:1eorganized Church, money sent in 42 00 
Church Library 11 00 
Printing material and binding 792 71 
On deposits 116 00 
V. H. Smith on account 5 35 
~\i. 13. Oliver 40 00 
E:s:penses to Chicago 4 05 
\il elsh mission . 2 18 
D. F. Lambert, reporting discussion 25 00 
C1sh on hand, J\fay 16th 196 84 

$2,779 48 

RESOURCES AND LIAilILITIES. 
c%trnls receivable $2,697 74 

payable 4,301 98 
~io inventory of assets and stock taken. 
:i.t was ordered that Alfred Shaw's account 

sent to the president of the Atchison 
with instructions to collect the bill, 

if necessary and it is thought advisable, 
;:,:'lmt it be collected by law. 

1.lr. Thomas Taylor's account to be settled 
l:y the Business Manager and Secretary, 
MJording to the statements, and in justice 
tJ all parties. 

c;'he auditing committee reported and 
were discharged. 

T!arther consideration of changing the 
:"c-2'm of the Herald was deferred. 

I. N. W. CooPER, Secretary. 

Far West District Conference. 
The district conference will meet at Be

vier, Mo., August 26th and 27th, 1876. As 
the name of this district has been changed 
from the Northwest Missouri, and is now 
called the Far West District, 1 wish the, 
presidents of branches therein to take no
tice and send their reports to me, in care of 
E. Rowland, Bevier, Macon county, Mo. I 
hope that each branch will try and send a 
delegate to report their branches, and to 
make their wants and wishes known if they 
have any, or if they wish anything done for 
them, to let it .be known. 

JAMES KEMP, President of District. 

Nodaway District. 
The Nodaway District of the Reorganized 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints will meet in conference, August26th 
and 27th, 1876, at Ross Grove School House, 
Holt county Missouri. We hope the breth
ren and sisters throughout the district, and 
any others whci may feel so disposed, will 
come over and see us. They will be cor
dially received. WILLIAM HAWKINS, 

Pres. of Dist. 

Nevada District. 
The Sain ts who are concerned, will please 

take notice, that the quarterly conference of 
the ab0ve district, will convene in Carson 
City, September 9th and 10th, 1876. A 
prompt attendance is hereby respectfully 
urged. 

G. SMITH, Pres. Nevada District. 

Colorado District. 
The conference of the Colorado District 

will meet at Hutchinson, Jefferson Co., Col
orado, Saturday, August 12th, at 2 P. M., in 
the Saints' meeting house. 

F. C. WARNKY, Pres. of District. 

Pittsburgll District. 
The Pittsburgh quarterly conference will 

assemble at Nauvoo school house, Marshal 
county, West Virginia, September 9th, at 2 
p, M,, as per adjournment of previous ses
sion. JAMES BROWN, Pres. of District. 

DisfellowsMpecl. 
Mans Johnson was by vote of the branch 

cut off from Church fellowship June 4th, 
1876, for speaking evil of the Church, deny
the gifts and rejecting the authorities of the 
Church. By order of the Bell Creek Branch 
of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ. 

MARTIN NELSON, Sec'y of Branch. 
BLAIR, Neb., June 6th, 1876. 

J. S. Patterson, care John Traxler, Louis
ville, Ontario. 
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MARRIED. 
In Montgomery county, Mo., on the even

ing of July 4th, 1876, by elder E. B. Cater, 
Samuel R. Burgess and Eveline Allen, both 
of St. Louis. 

DIED. 
Near Leland, Illinois, of old age, Br. Os

ma~ Thomason, aged 87 years. He left the 
he:1tage of a good name, and the memory of 
a life of peace and good will to all men. 
His companion yet remains, aged 80 years. 
Among their grand children is numbered the 
present wife of President Joseph Smith. Br. 
Thomson was baptized by elder Goodman 
Hougas, in LaSalle county, Illinois, about 
1842, date uncertain. Funeral services by 
elder Henry A. Stebbins. 

At Crescent City, Iowa, June 14th, 1876, 
Christen Christensen, son of Michael and 
Anne Christensen, aged 9 years, 7 months, 
and 21 days. This young and promising lad 
came to his untimely end by falling into the 
creek near his home. He was found two 
hours afterwards by his father and a neigh
bor. He believed the gospel and had desir
ed to unite with the Church at the next con
ference. Services in English at the house 
by elder. Wm. Strang, and in Danish at the 
grave by elder C. F. Peterson. 

I 
Amelia F. Hain, aged Z years, 3 months, an<.' 
1 day. Funeral services by Eli Clothier. 

In Crawford county, Iowa, four miles 
north of Dunlap, Miss Hannah Matisen .. 
daughter of Br. Frederick lVIatisen, aged 17· 
years, 3 months, and 6 days. Funeral ser
vices by elder Eli Cloth er. 

Tlle Em·o1}Nlll War. 
The European war-cloud, which but a few 

weeks ago was no bigger than a man's hand. 
is fast spreading over the whole Easteru 
sky. The Prince Milan, the reigning Prince 
of Servia, yielding to the popular pressure, 
has taken the head of the army, and the 
whole of Servia is under military law. The 
war movements are not confined to Servfa. 
That province cannot go into war without 
dragging all the others in also. Montene -
g1·0 has taken the first step by summoning: 
all Montenegrins to arms between the age"b 
of 17 and 60 years. Roumania, although 
neutral at present, only awaits the signal 

I 
from Russia to join the attack. Bulgaria is 
in revolt, and the recent horrible crtleltie;; 
of the Bashi-Bazouks (Turkish irregular 
troops) will spur her on to summary re-
venge. On the south the Greeks are aE 

Near Savannah, Carrol county, Illinois, ready for the contest, and will take the 
September 15th, 1875, of old age, Br. Nich- Turks on the fiank. 
alas Myers, aged 80 years, 8 months, and 9 The forthcoming war is the most import·· 
days. He was a member of the church at ant social movement of the present centurv, 
an early da.y. and the whole civilized world will watch itE 

At her fathers residence, in the township progress with intense interest. To drive 
of Malahide, Ontario, sister Julia E. Pear- the Turks out of Europe and restore the 
son, aged 21 years, 8 months, and 29 days. country to its old native population; to get 
She died strong in the faith of the latter day rid of that Asiatic nightmare which ha,; 
work. afflicted the Sclavic Christians so long and 

Sr. Lydia Anderson died May 27th, 1876, exposed them for centuries to barbarity. 
at the residence of her son, brother B. B. cruelty, superstition and fanaticism; to re. 
Ai;tders?n, near Audubon, Becker county, lease twelve millions of Christians and drive 
}Ilnn., rn the eighty.fourth year of her age. back their Moslem oppressors is a move-
Sr'. Anderson was born July 21st, 1792, and ment more important t}1an. the unificatiori. 
umted with the church in .June 1833 in I of Germany, the emancipation of the serfs, 
Huron county, Ohio; baptized by ~lder J 08 • or the unification o.f _Italy-more. importanc 
eph Wood. She united with the Reorgan- even than the abolition of American slave
ized Church at Manti, Iowa, July, 1863. ry. We only liberated 4,000,000 of slaves 
Long was she a firm believer in the latter The war of religion and races promises to 
day work, and one ever willing to bear her release 12,000,000 of Christians of the old 
testimony to the truth of the same. She Greek Empire and to expel 5,000,000 of the
said but a short time before death, "I know worst population of Europe, the deadly ene-
~hat Joseph was a Prophet of God." Hers mies of progress, of liberty, and of human 
1s a crown of righteousness, and a white thought. It will not only restore these 
robe will be given her in the resurrection Christians to their civil and religious rights, 
morn. hut will be of value to the whole world. It 

will prove a blessing to commerce; wiE 
open up a country rich in wine, oil, cattle. 
and wheat; will afford an outlet for the 
manufacturing nations of Europe, and de· 
velop railroad building and general improve .. 
ments. It, will be a war in the interest of 
civilization and human progress."-Chicago 
Tribune. 

1 
At th~ Cilmp Creek branch, Iowa, ]\fay 

:..7th, 1816, J_oseph Lambert, son of brother 
}foses B. and Sr. Celestia A. Skinner, aged 
1 year and 2 days. Funeral services by 
Eli Clothier. 

At the Camp Creek branch Iowa June 
3d, 18i6, George, son of Br. D~vid a~d Sr. 
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1 Augi1st 76. 
Kkf"' Lo oh: J:-Iere .. -A mark opposite this notice 
\\~~~1 inform subscribe.rs that their time is out with 
the number thus marked, as many fail to notice the 
t:!'lle on their label. Remittances are desired. 

Attention is called to the.1ast Page, where is given 
foll instructions about how and to whom to send all 
money, orders, and business letters, as recently ad~ 
·d~ed. 

PUBLICATIONS ISSUED AND FOR SALE 
BY THE 

of Publication of the Reorganized Church, 
AT THEIR PUBLISHING EOUSE 

PLANO, KENDALL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
---ototo---

True Latter Day Saints' Uerald: 
A rn:mi~month1y periodical, 32 pages, edited by JOSEPH 
8.:l1:ITH. This is an official organ, explanatory of the 
faith of the church, and contains correspondence from 
different parts of the world, giving accounts of the 
progress of the church, and setting forth the dealings 
of God with his people. _ 

:Price $2.15 per year, half year $1.10, per quarter 55 
cc~ts, free of postage. 

Zion's Hope: 
Ji, 'emi-monthiypaper for children and Sunday Schools 
Edited by JOSEPH SMITH. Price CO cents per annum, 
:~>Jc. per¢balf year, free of postage. 

Every child in Israel should be supplied with the 
H·~PE. 'It is designed specially to qualify them for 
tbe great future, in which we anticipate their per
focming so important a part. 

The Messenger 
P"blished monthly at Salt Lake City, Utah, in the In· 
t-3:-est ef the Reorganized Church. Jason W. Briggs, 
-e:~:tor. Postage free, 50 cents per year. 

Holy §eriptures : 
.Inspired Translation by Joseph the ~l<wtyr. 

in Roan, ...... 
Imitation Turkey, 
Turkey Superior Plain ... 

Y-:,·w Te.sta.ment, inspired 

•..•.• 2 20 
........ 2. 70 
....... 3 15 

65 

Tlie Saints' Ha1·p-Bymn Book: 
in Roan, plain ...... 1 25 

Roan, gilt, gilt edges .... ,., 1 75 
:Morocco, p!a1n, marbled edges ...... 2 00 

Doctrine aml Covenants, 
Sheep ...... .. 
marpled edges, 

Ilespel'is: 
H. Smith, 202 pages, fancy 

Pamphlets: 

....... 1 ·25 
...... 175 

l 50 

::ules of Order and Debate for •Jl the Deliberative 
"c~;_;mbHas of the Church; also a chapter on Branch 

T<,.iies, and one on Reports of Branches and Districts. 
:~~!no., 128 pages, bound in limp cloth, 50 cts. 

·visions oI Joseph 'Smith the Seer, Discoveries of An
<' lent American. Records and Relics,. With the State
L:e-nt of Dr. Lederer (Converted Jew) atid Others, in 
c0lored covers, 43 pages, by mail 10 cents each, three 

25 cents, twelve for 75 cents~ . 
Voice of Warning and Instruction to all People, 

7 4. pages, by mail 20 cents each; three for 50 cents, 
Jne dozen for $2. 

:i~~ia1 of the YVitnesses to the ,Resurrection of Jesus; 
ti legal argument, 30 pages, 10 cents eac~. 

~t'.'..aggie and Mary; or the Slanderer Exposed, 16 pages, 
10 cents. 

,~~c;ncordance to Ilook of Covenants, 24 pages, 10. cents, 
:Sa.pt:ism, Confirmation, and Ordination Certificates! 

i.:;01~nd in fiexibfo covers, 40 cents each. 
f-'tTl::iutes of Annua1 Conference, of1873, 10c. each. 

Blank Books: 
Branch Records, well bonnd in Leather backs an'd cot'" 

ners, muslin" sides, printed headings, and ruled for 
312 names. Every branch should have one. 2 00 

Branch RAcords, same as above, for 624 names. 3 00 
District Records, printed headings and ruled for 1,248 

names, and bound same as above 3 00 

Licenses and Notices: 
Elder'a Licenses, per hundred 
Priest's " " '" 
Teacher's 
Deacon's . .. ..... 
Blank Notices for Lectures, per hundred 

....... 1 00 
······· 1 00 
....... 1 00 
······· 1 00 

50 
50 
50 

" " " Preaching· '" '• ....... 
" Two Daya' l\-Iee~ings, per 100 

Certific.ates and Reports: 
Removal Certificates, per hundred 
Marriaue " " " 
Branch

0

8tatistical Reports, per dOzen 
Annual " H two for 
Branch Financial per dozen 
District " " 

Sunday School Tickets: 
Tickets for Prompt' Attendance, per 1000 

" " " per 100 
Good Behavior, per 100.0 

" H ,'per·lOO 
for 1, 2, 3, or 4 Lessons, per) . .pOO 

" " per1:00 
Reward Cards; per 100 

:Miscellaneous: 

······· 1 00 
······· 1 50 

40 
15 
30 
55 

....... 1 00 
. 15 

••••.• 1 00 
15 

., ..... 1 00 
15 
60 

Emerson's Ready Binder, Herald si?ie · 70 
Baldwin's Ancient America ;....... . ....... 2. 25 
Envelopes with Herald Office address printed on;· :, 
~~~ m 

Rollin's Anclent. History, 2 vols .. :.... . ....... 6 ··so 
Cruden's Concordance of the Bible, cloth . .. 185 

" H " " leather •. 2·00 

LITHOGRAPH PICTURE OF NAUVOO 

TEMPLE, 18 x 26 Inches, 

Sent by mail, carefully packed, for $1.25. 

NOTICE. 
When changing 'your place of resid.ence, or desiring 

your paper sent to a. different post-ofiice, be particular 
in giving, in full, the name of the post_~office-, county~ 
and state where you ha~ been last ,recei,ving it, and 
distinctly state the name of the post-office, county and 
state to which you wish your paper sent in the future. 

If your paper has been going in a.package, state 
whose. 

When mailing a letter, whether ill a railroad~ar,On 
a steamboat, or while visiting-at a friend's, ill :every 
instance give your own afj,dress whe'1·e you areJaking 
yow;· paper. 

When taking subscriptions for HERALD and.Hou be 
particular in giving the correct address of the "new 
subscriber." 

If your paper has been ~fscontinue.d, state where 
yon have last been taking it, and the time it was stop
ped. 

THE TRUE LATTER DAY 8AINTsf HERALD is published 
SEMI-MONTHLY, at Plano, KendalI Co., Illino'is1 by the 
Board of Publication of the Reorganized Church of 
Jesns Christ of Latter Day Saints, and is edited by 
JosEPH S•nTB and HENRY A. STEBBINS. $2.15paryeu· 

All remittances, orders, and bmlinesa C'1mmunfoS, .. 
tions intended for the office of publication, must· ba 
directed to Henry A. Stebbi'rrn, Box 50, Plano, Kendalt 
GlJ , Ills. All sums over Five Dollars should be seBt by 
Draft on Chicago, Post Office Order on Plano, by regis· 
tered letter, or, by Expre~a. Re~i~tances ae~t Jn any 
other manner will be at the ris]¥ of the seµder. 
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-~ H HE~ltK~N T? THE WORD OF TH:E LORD, FOR THERE BRA.LL NO'.'!' ANY fil.J..N AMONG YOU E.S.'Y:E SA 'r~ I-! n:ig-

0 :~:G WIFE, AND ()Qj'CUBINES HE SHALL R.!.V.E NONE."-.Book of Morm·vn. 
HWHEN TiiE J! ... IGE~EOUS _\RE IN AUTHORITY, TH:E PEOPLl!I Rl:JOIC! • TIU-! WEEN' THE WICKED BEAE.E'<-i:.t 

:nc:.:r;;, THE PEOPLE MOUP..N."-.Prov. 29: 2. ; l "' ~~ 

Vol.. 23. PLANO, ILL., AUGUST 15, 1876. No. 16. 

The Jud~1nent. 

THE N°ATURE OJ! THE JuDG:\!ENT.-Wirn:N, 

MlD 'YIIERE IT IS TO TAKE PLACE. 
WHO IS TO BE THE JUDGE. 

One of the most cheering and con
soling thoughts that can be, or that is 
entertained by men during the struggle 
of their earthly life, is this : that some
where, and at sometime during their 
con2oious existence, there shall pass 
upon the acts of their lives a judg
ment in which the act. and all the m~
tive;~, desires and thoughts before and at 
the time the act was committed, and the 
thoughts, feelings 'and desires afterwards 
experienced shall be taken into the con
sideration, and each be given due merit 
in n:aking up the award. Nor can we 
think of a sublimer expression of this 
thought than, "The Lord Judge between 
me and thee." (1 Sam. 24 :~12). 

"\Yhether the man who looks forward 
to judgment is a good man or a bad one, 
he is certain to connect with his beino· 
judged, the principle upon which he d~ 
sires and expects to meet the Judge. 
that a clear and comprehensive under: 
standing of all his deeds and their influ
ences shall be had, by the Judge. This 
seems to be in keeping with the senti
ment lying latent in the human breast, 
that justice and equity demand just such 
a judgment. 

Commensurate "ith this feelinO' and 
giving it broad foundations to rest ;pon, 
are the words of the preacher : 

"For God shall bring everJ. work into 
judgment, with every secret thi;fi, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evi1."-Eccl. 
12 : 24. • •••• 

The nature of this judg1111nt which 
Whole No. 352. .. ·. 

alone can satisfy and answer to the high 
conception which man has formed ~e

. specting the character of God, as a cre
ator and ~eeper of all things, must par
take of the elements of justice, mercy 
~nd truth. The very fact that judgment 
is to be had is significant that justice 
has demanded the victim to be jud!<ed · 
the victim expects that justice will not 
be distorted into vengeari:ce; and there
fore yields to the arbitrament, asking 
that meek-eyed mercy shall sit beEide 
the Judge, ever watchful that malice, 
jealousy and hate do not endanger the 
dignity and honor of the tribuualbefore 
which the victim stands-nor is it to bo 
thought strange if, in all 
taining to the administration cf 
and the ministrations of meroy, 
should ever be present. · · 

All these characteristics of the judg
ment expected are not found in ccm
pleteness in human tribunals and hence 
d • , ' it is tnat man is prepared to say that the 
tribun~l before which they shall finally 
stand 1s an heavenly one, and the judo"
ment a divine one; and hence, etern~l. 

The laws against which man mav trans
gress and so become a criminal. in order 
that they mayever claim his consideration 
and demand his obedience, must be of 
God-and hence eternal; else, no hea>
enly tribunal would consent ·to sit in 
judgment on transgressors. 

The tribunal being a hea'\'enlv one· 
the judgment to be a divine on~ i th~ 
laws perpetual ones, nothing can be more 
reasonabl!l than that the judgment shall 
be eternal. 

"Justice and judgment are the habitation 
of thy throne. "-Psa. 89: 14. 
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And so Paul recognized it when 
enumerating the principles of the gospel 
of Christ in his letter to the Hebrews, 
calling "eternal judgment'' (Heb. 6 : 2) 
one of them. 

The evident design of judgment is to 
mete out correct punishment to the evil
doer, and to reward the one who doeth 
good. The purpose of punishment is to 
reform, and restrain; and, in no case, to 
inflict pain and distress, to gratify re
venge or hate. Regard for the culprit 
Jlmst ever be found in the bosom of a 
Tighteous judge; hence, when punish
ishment has been inflicted, and has been 
suffered long enough, it is but reasonable 
to believe that the infliction should cease. 
From this it may be urged that, although 
the judgment of God never sleeps, nor 
stays in its course, any more than the 
Jaws of God cease to be operative, and 
:are eternal; there is no reason to believe 
that the punishment to be inflicted is to 
be without cessation, a never ending 
term of suffering. Such an idea is not 
tenable, and is utterly repulsive to the 
better nature of man. The law is eternal, 
lJecause it is never ceasing in its opera
<tion; the judgment is eternal, because 
it is God's judgment; but the term of 
the duration of the punishment to be in
:ilicted by reason of the decision at the 
judgment, is not necessgrily, nor is it in 
fact, as we believe, never ending. When 
the purpose for which punishment was 
designed is accomplished, then punish
ment must cease. It would be strangely 
.:inconsistent with the merciful character 
of God, were he to punish merely to in
ilict pain and distress. 

The fact that the term "the judg- < 
ment" is used, signifies that reference is 
made to some specific day of judgment; 
:as well as to time and place. 

"But I say unto you, That every idle 
<word that men shall speak, they shall give 
<an account thereof in the day of judgment." 
<-~Ialt. 1~: 313. 

"In the day when God shall judge these
<crets of men. "-Romans 2: 113. 

In this day, or period of time, or eter
nity, set apart for the examination of 
the good and evil deeds of men, this 
searching trial for peace or punishment, 
<he end of the things to which the judg-

ment pertains might be expected; nor 
is the conclusion improper. 

"For, behold, the day cometh that shaU 
bnrn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, 
and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble; 
and the day that cometh shall burn them 
up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it sh:.11 
leave them neither root nor branch."-Mal. 
4: 1. 

All things earthly having to pass this 
ordeal of fire, it is a consistent thought, 
that the bursting of the graves of the < 
dead that shall sleep during the reign 
of peace, known as the Millenial 
reign; the purifying of the earth by 
fire; and the general judgment of all 
men should take place simultaneously, 
or should be so nearly connected in their 
transpiring as to be as it were the events 
of a day. 

This day of the Lord must be after 
the coming, or during the days of the.· 
coming of Christ. It will also be after 
the reign of peace during the Milleni
um, while the active scenes of the little 
season preparatory to the ushering in 
the continued and unbroken reign of -
Christ as the everlasting King, are tak
ing place. It will be, 

"When the Son of Man shall come in hi:s· 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, 
then shall he sit upon the throne of his glo
ry: and before him shall be gathered all 
nations : and he shall separate them one 
from another, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats; and he shall set the· 
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on. 
his left. * * * And these shall go a way 
into everlasting punishment: but the right
eous into life eternal."-Matt. 25: 31, 32, 
33, 413. 

This is in harmony with the prophecy< 
of Daniel. 

"I beheld till the thrones were cast down, 
and the Ancient of Days did sit, whose gar·<
ment was white as snow, and the hair of his 
head like the pure wool : his throne was 
like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burn
ing fire. A fiery stream issued and came<• 
forth from before him: thousand thousands 
ministered unto him, and ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before him: the judg
ment was set and the books were opened. * 
* *And the kingdom and dominion, and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole' 
heaven, shall be given to the people of the 
saints of th

0

e Most High, whose kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions,< 
shall "serve aqd obey him. "-Dan. 7: 9, 10,« 
27. 
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It is also in accordance with the vis-1 and not to me only, but unto all them also 
ion of the seer of Patmos. that l~ve his ap~eari~g."-2.Tim. 4: 8. 

" ' d I t h'' th d This appearmg is to be upon the "''n saw a grea w i"e . rone, an b 
him that sat on it from whose face the earth I earth; and thence the argument may e 
and the heaven fled away; and there was I safely made that the place where the 
found no pface for them. And I saw the ! judgment of the last day is to be set is 
dead, small and great, stand before God; upon the earth. The exact locality upon 
and the books were. op~ned: and anot.her the earth where this throne of judgment 
b.ook was opened, which is the book of hfe: . . 1 and the dead were judged out of those things is to be .set ?P' :snot s.o clear,y known; 
which were written in the books, according I some thrnk it will be m one place and 
to their works. * * * And whosoever was some in another. \Ve think, however, 
not found written in the book life was cast that the followincr texts are sufficient to 
into th~ la~e of .fire."-Rev. 20 :_ 11, 15. warrant us in belk:ving that in whatever 

As if m direct confirmat10n. of the region. or at whatever city, or in what
statement, so co~mensurate with. the ever valley, the judgment shall be ~et, 
thought ~lread;>' given, ~hat there is to there will mankind be under necessity 
be a day m which the Judgment shall to appear and abide the decision 0f the 
take place1 that day_ yet i? the future, is Judge, the great Judge. 
the followrng text, m which the .apostle "And the angels which kept nott neir first 
writes of it as of a thing well understood. estate, but left their own habitaton, he hath 

"In the day when God shall judge the se- reserved in ev.erlasting chains under d~;k-
crets of men."-Rom. 2: 16. ness unto the Judgment of the great day. -

"' 'f h h ld b d b · Jude 6' nut l t ere s Ou e any ou t m "And before him shall be gathered all na-
regard to it, how certainly must that tions: and he shall separate them one from 
doubt remove when this is considered: another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep 

"Because he hath appointed a day, in the from the g~at~."-M~tt. 25: 32. 
which he will judge the world in righteous- . "And as it is al'.pomte~ unto men once to 
ness, by that man whom he hath ordained." die, but after this the Judgment."-Heb. 
-Acts 17: 31. 9 : 2'7. 

"'' 1 · l "And I saw the dead, small and great, 
. _.. ne p ace ':here man l~ to be fi~a ly stand before God; and the books were open· 
JUdged, must m the consistency Oi our ed: and another book was opened, which is 
reasoning upon the judgment, be where the book of life: and the dead were judg~d 
the life for the deads of which he is to out of those things which were written rn 
be ju~~ed, has been. spent; henc; we ~ie: ~~~ks, according to their deeds."-Rev. · 

are <i~it~ prepared fo_r the first proo. up. From t.he nature of the judgment 
on this important pomt. . which is to take place, the character of 

"Then shall the trees of the wood smg the laws in conformity to which its de. 
out r.t the presence of the Lord, because he · · b d h · h 
cometh to judge the earth. "-1 Chron. 16 : cis10ns are to e ma: e,, t e time w en 
33. and the place where lt 1s to be set; the 

The next proof is of a similar charac
ter, and is, 

"For he cometh to judge the earth."-Ps. 
16: 13. 

One of the prophets writes more ex
plicilJy, seeming to be more fitly impress
ed by the certainty of the judgment to 
come; see what he states: 

"He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till 
he have set judgment in the earth; and the 
isles shall wait for his law. "-Is. 42 : 4. 

Paul refers to it in a very peculiar 
'Way, where he says, 

••Henceforth there is laid up for me ·a 
, crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day; 

universal submission to it which is de
manded of man, it is certain that none 
other than an infinite and ever-living God 
couid be the judge; this will appear to 
be answered at once, by these texts. 

"Because he hath a pointed a day, in which 
he will judge the world in righteousness by 
that man whom he hath ordained; whereof 
he hath given assurance unto all men, in 
that he hath raised him from the dead."
Acts 17 : 31. 

"For the Father judgeth no man, but 
hath committed all judgment cinto the Son. 
-John 5: 22. 

••And he commanded us to preach unto 
the people, and to testify it is he which was 
ordained of God to be the judge of the quick 
and dead."-Acts 10: 42. 
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This making Christ, who came as 
"God manifest in the flesh," to be the 
Judge, after he had once sojourned in 
human form and had been subject to 
those infirmities to which man is sub
ject, including death, was an ordeal well 
calculated to fit the "man" for the office 
of Judge; for having been himself "a 
man of sorrow and acquainted with 
grief," he can "feel" for the weaknesses 
:and infirmities of those who are to pass 
into judgment. The character of the 
Judge is provided for also; for he "left 
the glory which he had with the Father, 
was made flesh and dwelt among men." 
The necessary degree of knowledge of 
both motive and deed is in him; for "he 
need not that any should teach him;" 
he "taught as one having authority; and 
not as the Scribes." The power to re
ward merit, and to punish demerit, is al
so his, and that by appointment of God. 

"Hereafter shall ye see the Son of l\Ian 
sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven."-Mat. 26: 
64. 

"And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, all power is given unto me in heav-
en and in earth."-siat. 28: 18. J. 

SEATON GOSSIP AT L. D. S. EXPENSE. 

"He's turned a J\Iormon," they say in surprise, 
While beholding me with dismay; 

"Satan, the father of mischief and 1iesJ 
Hath craftily Jed him astray. 

"How woeful his state-once, safe in the fold
Now, far from its shelter and carei

Beguiled by Satan, like mally of old
Hastening to death and despair. 

"The cares of life at length have succeeded, 
(Through devilish direction), to win 

A soul for whom hath Christ interceded, 
And suffered to rescue from sin. 

nTell me, it's ofGodl No, never shall I 
Such a fatal rlelusion a<lmit ! 

J.IOR::'lrnN t-thy mission is truth to deny; 
Thy future, the bottomless pit. 

"Cease, now, such pernicious doctrin~s to preach, 
And return to the fold again; 

Xor ever attempt such folly to teach 
To Parsons and college~taught men. 

"''Wouldst thou) in ignorance, try to subvert 
The Orthodox faith we proclaim? 

Or with simple doctrines like these, convert 
Intelligence, learning and fame? 

"Vain is thy hope.-' Twill end in despair: 
The thousands on earth do not err; 

Though Scripture's thy basis, 'twill never compare 
With what we through reason infer. 

"Centuries now have elapsed since the hou.r 
When miraculous energy J!ed; 

Nor ever again shall man feel its power, 
Till called from the tomb of the dead. 

"If what thou declarest were true, 'twould flow 
Through channels more pleasing to men; 

Bnt thou art a .Mo1·nion !-hence nothing can J!ow 
Through thee, save corruption and sin." 

These are the compliments saints have to share
The Holy Ghost in us is denied-

Our motives impeached-the cross which we bear~ 
And Christ, our Commander belied. 

Yet would we glory in sorrow, like Paul, 
And deem ourselves blest among men; 

If counted worthy to suffer at all, 
While preaching this gospel again. 

0 ! honor, divine !-Permitted to spend' 
A lifetime in serving our God-

To share in his sufferings, and in the end' 
Enjoy an eternal reward. 

0 ! endless delight !-'Twill be ours to share 
The glory as well as the pain,-

To enter his kingdom,-freed from an care, 
Eternally there to remain. 

"DiSCiples indeed; inspired of heaven
Sent forth by commandment divine, 

To spread through the earth a life-giving leaven 
That doth to the Savior incline." 

This be our mission-nor will we despair, 
Though few our friends-legion our foe

Upborne by his power, whose truth we declare, 
Fear nothing as onward we go. 

These joyful tidings-this message of light, 
Through every nation must run; 

And we, the heralds of joy and delight, 
~Just bear them till Christ says, '(Well done.n 

Then with the glorified host will we sing 
1\-Iore sweet than the angels above; 

And Zion with Jes us' praises shall ring, 
While the ransomed behold him in love. 

Burst, then, ye threat'ning clouds that appear) 
And pour forth your fury-'tis vain,-

He whom we obey says, "Lo I am near,"-
So, Latter Day Saints we'll remain. 

JOSEPH L-C-FF. 

"Death-Mo1·al 01·.Spiritnal.'' 

Dear Herald :-Allow me to ask the, 
writer of an article under the above cap
tion, in your columns of April 15th, 
1876, by what train of reasoning he ar- · 
rives at the conclusion that Adam did 
not receive the Holy Ghost before the · 
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fall. He also says, "Adam did not die a 
spiritual death." This seems to me to 
be opposed to the revelation which says, 

'"Wherefore, I the Lord God, caused that 
he should be cast out from the garden of 
Eden, from my presence; because of his 
transgression, wherefore. he became spirit
ually dead; which is the first death, even 
that same death, which is the last death, 
which is spiritual; which shall be pro
nounced upon the wicked when l shall say, 
Depart ye cursed."-D. C. 18 : 11. 

I consider this passage an answer to 
the question, "Is not the moral the first 
death, and the spiritual the second?" 

And, to my mind, it militates forcibly 
against the conclusion that the wicked 
lose their bodies by the second death. 

As the first (spiritual) death wad a 
banishment from the presence of' God, 
spirit and body, and the second death 
like unto it, I have thought that the 
second death will be likewise a banish-

and soo:ier by far than many of us are 
aware. will the call be heard in every 
heart, Am I worthy. · 

Some may think within their own 
heart, TvVorthy for what? I will tell 
them as it was pictured to me a short 
time a,;(o. I was thinking earnestly 
about the singular winter we have just 
passed through; and of the signs of the 
times. It was during a severe thunder 
storm. I had been iooking at the clouds 
some time as they chased each other 
with great speed through .the dark firm
ament above; when suddenly, wearied 
of watching, I lay down to rest. Almost 
instantly those clouds came again before 
my eyes. I saw a large, singular looking 
cloud, and within its gauzy looking ap
pearance I saw Joseph Sinith, the mar
tyr. I thought I stepped into the house 
hurriedly, caught my dear old father by 
the hand and said, "Come father; be 

ment from the presence .of G~d. quick, and you can see Joseph, the mar-
l have. never unders~?od "he lake of tyr." When I looked again I saw a 

fire and b~1mstone to be llteral, ~ut use_d singular change in the cloud; it had 
as figurat1v~ language representrng this,, I separated in t.be middle; in the. first di
second bams~ment from the presence or vision was Joseph, the martyr, in the 
God. I adm.1t that I may be wrong. . I second. was young Joseph, his first wife, 
the:·efore wnte for th~ pu~p.ose of berng l\imma, his present wife with a number 
e!1~1gh~ened, an~ not 0 0 n~1c;ile the p~- of his family, and a number of Latter 
s1t1on m the article: . fiI:y h~1tedexpen- Day Saints. The cloud moved eastward 
ence and lack of ab1hty forbid my under- and downward toward the earth. There 
stan.ding as well .as some oth~rs may do. were many Saints looking upward, all 

Smcerely prayrng for the time to come I hoping yet fearing the result. Young 
wh~n we shall all see eye to eye, I sub- Joseph waved his hand toward the earth 
scribe myself, an earnest seeker after and said, "Have faith and follow the 
truth, HEMAN C. SmTn. cloud." 

"Are '\Ve 'Vo rt h y '!"' 

0 ! l\IO~IENTUOUS QUESTION! 

Deai· Brethren and Sisters in the Gos
pel Covenant :-Each one of those who 
have their faces Zion ward; each one 
that has a name recorded in the Church 
of Christ, has truly started in a glorious 
cause; we have each an object to attain, 
and only in one way can we achieve the 
victory; and that way is by faithfully 
keeping the covenant we have made 
with our heavenly Father, and striving 
daily and hourly to prove ourselves wor
thy of the great prize we are seeking to 
obtain. The time is nearing us rapidly, 

As the heavenlv vision came nearer 
each Latter Day s;int raised their hands 
and rested them in the cloud. Ir:stant
ly we were raised upward, and as we ar
rived at a place of' safety, so we would 
not be injured by the judgments that 
were speedily coming on the earth; then 
the clouds came together encircling 
each J_,atter Day Saint. Young Joseph 
took his place in the center of the ex
pectant group, he being the chosen of 
the J_,ord to reveal the new name that 
each must have before receiving the re
ward of the faithful. 0, how humbly 
one after another would step forward to 
hear their new name, each only heard 
for themselves; and when the name was 
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given, it of itself would impart joy and 
happiness. As I approached Joseph, I 
hesitated, fearing my unworthiness, and 
yet a look of encouragement from him 
bade me hope; I bowed forward to lis
ten for the desired name, when in a low 
voice Joseph said, "Sit down and pray 
within your own heart that you may be 
worthy to receive the name you shall 
hear." Soon I ventured to say, "0, 
brother, the prayer of my heart ever 
since I rested my faith in the cloud, has 
been, Lord forgive my unworthiness." 
Joseph said, "You are forgiven." Then 
the vision vanished. 

And now, dear brethren and sisters, 
although this may be only a dream, or 
imagination of the brain, yet one thing 
is sure, the time is very near when the 
prayer of every Latter Day Saint will 
be, "Lord, forgive my unworthiness.'' 
Then let each one who has started in 
the gospel covenant be more faithful, 
and strive to aid those who have more 
trials than we have, that by our help 
others may gain the prize. Your sister 
in the t.rue faith, FIDELIA CALHOUN. 

Courtland, Ill., June 11th, 1876. 

'l'li.e Co!inn1union, and Lo1·d's 
SU])p<er. 

COM~!ENTS ON I. CORINTHIANS 11 : 17-34. 
CONCLUDED. 

Butler, in his Ecclesiastical History, 
on page 148, says : 

"At first tho communion was joined by a 
love-feast, and was then celebrated in the 
evening in memory of the last supper of 
Jesus with his disciples. But so early as 
the second century these exercises were 
separated, and the communion was placed 
in the morning, and the love-feast .in the 
evening. Tertullian gives a detailed de
scription of the latter in refutation of the 
calumnies of the heathens." 

In speaking of the communion, as he 
calls the Eucharist, as it was celebrated 
in the beginning of the third century, 
after it was separated from the "agape," 
he says, page 147: 

"The communion was a regular part of 
the Sunday worship. In many places it was 
celebrated daily. It began after the dis
missal of the catechumens, by the kiss of 
peace given by men to men, and women to 
women. The service consisted of two prin-

cipal acts; the oblation for the clergy and 
the poor, and the communion. In the ob
lation the congregation at the same time 
presented itself as a living thank, offering 
to God ; and in the communion appropri
ated anew the sacrifice of Christ. These 
acts we_re accompanied by prayer and songs 
of praise. The elements were common 
leavened bread, and wine, usually mixed 
with water." 

This system of offering oblations in 
the shape of consecrations or contribu
tions was taught by Paul in his first 
letter to the church at Corinth, in chap
ter 16 : 1, 2. 

"Now concerning the collection for the 
saints, as I have given order to the churches 
in.· Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first 
day of the week let every one lay by him in 
store, as' God has prospered him, that there 
be no gatherings when I come." 

That is, that you give continually in 
oblations on the first day of the week, 
when you meet to break bread and to wor
ship, so that when I come there may not 
be special collections for the purpose, as 
you will have given by that time all that 
will be needed when I come. There was 
no exceptions, "let every one of you lay 
by him in store," that is, set apart to 
the common fund. 

I will now introduce the testimony of 
Dr. Seiss, who, in these remarks, is com
batting the doctrine of immersion as 
held by the Baptists; I use his declara
tions, however, only in support of the 
proper idea of the term "supper," keep
ing in mind that the wordsLorcl supper, 
(not Lord's supper), only occurs once in 
the New Testament, (I. Cor. 11 : 20), 
and is translated from the Greek-lcuri
alcon dei:pnon. The word deipnon, here 
translated supper, means a meal, a feast, 
that is taken in the evening. 

"The Greeks had three meals, the akra
tisma, the ariston, and the deipnon. The ak
ratisma was eaten immediately after rising 
in the morniag ; next followed the ariston, 
or lunch, eaten somewhere about the middle · 
of the day, and answered to the P.oman, 
prandium. The principal meal was the de
ipnon. It was usually eaten rather late in 
the day; frequently not before sunset.". 

Dr. Halley says: "Long before the 
apostolic age, deipnon had become regu
larly and constantly the evening meal." 
French does the same. Hence all great 
entertainments were called deipna, and 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 48'7 

always came off in the latter part of the 
day, or at night. The use of the word 
in the New Testament corresponds ex
actly to these representations, as may be 
seen from the following passages. l\Iatt. 
23 : 6, "They make broad their phy
lacteries, and enlarge the borders of their 
garments, and love the uppermost rooms 
at feasts" [ deipnois]. Luke 14 : 12, 
"When thoumakest a dinner [ariston] or 
a supper [ deipnon] call not thy friends." 
Luke 14 : 16, "A certain man made a 
great supper [ deipnon J and bade many." 
(See also verses 17 and 24 and chap. 
20 : 46). John 12 : 2, "There they 
made him a supper, [diapnon] and Mar
tha served." John 13: 4 and 21: 20, the 
same word ocsurs in the same sense. 
Dr. Fuller says that cleipnon was among 
the ancients, "the most social and con
vivial of all their repasts," and that "the 
word means a banquet, a feast." (Page 
226). 

we say, and still more certainly does deip
non mean an evening repast. If the one de
notes llIODE, the other with more certainty 
denotes TIME. They insist that baptisma 
includes in itself a total covering up of the 
whole body in water; we say with far more 
reason and confidence, that deipnon includes 
in itself provision and. participation of the 
largest and fullest meal. If one requires 
water enough to cover a man, the other with 
greater certainty, requires food enough to 
fill a man, and as many as are to partake of 
it. The words chosen in both are the words 
of God, and he knew what he meant by 
them. And if the common Greek usage of 
baptisma was to denote immersion, and we 
are to get God's meaning in that word from 
the common Greek usage, the common Greek 
usage of deipnon must also give us the idea 
11ttached to·it by the Holy Ghost. 

"Wh,at, then, has been the universal prac
tice of the church with regard to sacrament
al deipnon ! Have there been any denom 
imttions of Christians who believe it should 
be celebrated in the evening, or that it 
should be made a full mef11? All parties, 
Baptists with all others, are continually 
celebrating the deipnon of the Savior in the 

"It is also to be observed that the Lord's morning. What right have inen to trample 
supper or deipnon was instituted and first upon and ignore the time selected by the 
celebrated at night. Not only the meaning Savior in the institution of the sacrament, 
of the word which was chosen to describe it, and ingrained into the name given it by the 
but the very hour of its appointment, and Spirit of inspiration? What authority have 
first observance, connected the Lord's sup- they to make a pitiable abortion of a break
per with the close of the day." fast or a dinner, of what according to the 

plain import of God's word is to be an 
According to the plain, evident and abundant and plenteous supper? If we 

weU established meaning of. words, cannot dispense with the mode in baptism, 
therefore, and sustained by circumstan- we cannot dispense with the time in its cor
ces, two things would be assigned the responding sacrament." 
sacramental cleipnon: first, it must be a The reasoning of Dr. Seiss on ibis 
plenteous meal; and, second, it must be subject is certainly logical, and decidedly 
eaten in the evening. A fragment of reasonable. vVe as a people have al
bread, a half inch square, and a sip of ways maintained that the form or mode 
wine that would scarcely fill a tea-spoon, of baptism is decided by the very mean
is not a cleipnon, as the Greeks used that of the term baptizo, that is thatit means 
word, any more than sprinkling a few dip, plunge or immerse, and that bap
drops of water on a man's face is an im- tism cannot be· performed by sprinkling 
mersion of him. :N" either do we eat our or pouring. Yet here is a word just as 
suppers in the morning. It is as great definite, signifying a certan kind of feast 
a contradiction of terms and confusion of or repast, and that it means, a supper
ideas to speak of supping in the morn- an evening meal-or a feast. Yet the 
ing, as to speak of plunging a man by common practice does not bear any re
pouring water on him. semblance to a repast, that is, neither 

"Suppose, then," continues Dr. Seiss, does quantity eaten or the time when 
"that we were to set ourselves to reason on eaten correspond to the legitimate idea 
the word deipnon as the immersionists rea- of a supper. It may be answered that 
son on the word baptisma; we might make the "time and quantity does not make 
out a case, and convict the Christian world d'cc ,, b h · ·1 
in all ages of disobedience to the plain com- an:y i_uere~ce, ut t e same or ~1m1 ar 
mand of Christ. They say that baptisma ob.iect10n IS urged by th? sprrnkler. 
means a plain immersion and nothing else; i "The mode, and the quant1~y of water 
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does not make any difference," "a drop munion of God's dear children as mem
is as good as an ocean," "a baby as weli bers of one family, it was the Lord's ta
as an adult." But we insist that the ble, and that as the cup was blessed and 
mode does signify, and the quantity of t~e bread, after supper, and but a por
water used is extremely important; and t10n only partaken to commemorate the 
so the Lord's supper, or cleipnon, is an sufferings -r,nd death of their absent 
evening feast, consisting of enough of Lord and elder brother, that I can hard
pleasant, palatable food, and wholesome ly consider the last part as the J~ord's 
drink, and which is a communion of the supper distinctively, but that rather the 
brotherhood or family of God, followed whole ceremony would be more appro
by breaking of the blessed bread, and priately called the Lord's supper. And 
sanctified cup-or ''cup of blessing." that inasmuch as the term de'ipnon neces-

vV e who claim to be so apostolic in sarily means a supper or evening repast, 
our faith and practice and who profess t?at the term Lo:·d's supper cal'.:not can
to follow the ancient pattern in all things, s1stently be .apph~d to a mornmg, 01· ~ 
should not be remiss in a matter of so noon partakmg o± a fragment of bread 
much importance, and as a general thing and sip ~f wine, ar:d that su.ch a .ceremo
so easily attended to, and accompanied ny or i;1te, or W-'.1ateve

1
r it might be 

by such rich blessin?s as were enjoyed I called, ~~oukl._no~ be calied or known as 
by the former day sarnts. · the Lords supper. 

From the teaching of tbe Scriptures, To follow the ancient and most heaven
and the testimony of ancient historians ly order, there should be a repast or 
on the subject, I draw the foilowing con- evening meal-of such provisions as all 
clusions in reference to the communion may contribute, or such as are able, that 
and "Lord's supper," as practiced by 1 this should be partaken of after a dis
tlie saints in former days. That as the ' course, (after which the world, if any 
church at Jerusalem "continued stead- present, could be dismissed), and ac
fastly in the apostles' doctrine, [that is, companied with singing and prayer, after 
in the gospel], and fellowship, [koinonia which, obfations of money could be made, 
-that is, society, communion, participa- or such useless ornament that some wouid 
tion ], and breaking of bread, and in like to converted into money 8.nd 
prayers," I understand this "commun- given the use of the poor and for 
ion" or "feilowship" to have reference other purposes that may require their 
particularly to the love-feast, and the assistance; after which some of the bread 
"breaking of bread," to the attendant , and wine should be blessed and distrib
eucharist or celebration of the broken uted, some taken to the absent 
body and shed blood of the Lord J-esus. ones who could not get to the communion, 

The fact that they did "break bread so that all may be able to obey that im
from house to house" do,;s not militate portant word of the-il1aster, "Except ye 
against my position, for some of the very eat my flesh and drink my blood, ye have 
earliest writers on the doctrine and cus- no life in you." Remembering always 
toms of the primitive church, declare his teaching on this point, "I am that 
that the earliest churches observed the bread of life. This is the bread which 
"supper of the Lord" or "eucharist dai- cometh down from heaven, that a man 
ly," and that as soon as the churches may eat thereof, and not die. Your 
multiplied, and they were not able to fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, 
meet daily and openly as at first, then and are dead. But I am the living 
did they "break bread" on the "first day bread which came down from heaven; if 
of the week;" so I understand that the any man eat of this bread, he shall live 
phrase "breaking of bread" to have ref- for ever; and the bread that I will give 
erence to the combined love-feast and is my flesh, which I will give for the life 
the celebration of the eucharist, or com- of the world. The Jews therefore strove 
munion of the Lord. I among themselves, saying, How can this 

That as this love-feast was a com- man give us his flesh to eat? Then 
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Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye 
have no life in you. Whoso eateth my 
flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eter
nal life; and I will raise him up in the 
resurrection of the just. For my flesh 
is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and 
I in him. 'C,\.s the living Father sent 
me, and I live by the Father: so he that 
eateth me shall live by me."-John 6 : 
48-58. 

The deductions I draw from these 
wonderful teachings are briefly these : 
We can only eat the flesh, and drink the 
blood of Christ, symbolically; that is, 
by the sacrament or communion of the 
bread and wine; again, it is absolutely 
to our salvation to do so; further, the 
more frequently we do it, the more of 
that life which is received by eating and 
drinking the flesh and blood of Christ, 
we will receive, hence become more 
spiritual, or partake more of the "divine 
nature." And as the former day saints 
celebrated the suffering and death of 
their Lord as often as every first day, 
(and often daily), we should partake as 
near after their pattern as possible, on 
the evening of every first day. And I 
will offer a testimony from the Lord
given to the saints of latter days-which 
I humbly submit as teaching what I 
have been arguing for : 

"Thou shalt offer a sacrifice unto the 
Lord thy God in righteousness; even that 
of a broken heart and contrite spirit. And 
that thou mayest more fully keep thyself 
unspotted from the world, th.ou shalt go to 
the house of prayer and offer up thy sacra
ments upon my holy day; for verily this is 
a day appointed unto you to :rest from your 
labors, and to pay thy devotions to the 
Most High. nevertheless thy vows shall be 
offered up in righteousness on all days and 
at all times; but remember that on this, the 
Lord's day, thou shalt offer thine oblations, 
and thy sacraments, unto the Most High, 
confessing thy sins unto thy brethren, and 
before the Lord. And on this day thou 
shalt do none other thing, only let thy food 
be prepared with singleness of heart that 
thy fasting may be perfect; or in other 
words that thy joy may be full. Verily 
this is fasting and prayer: or, in other 
words, rejoicing and prayer."-D. & C. 
59: 2, 3. 

The impressions made upon my mind 
while writing this are these: That the 
term "sacraments" refers to both the 
love feast or the "communion of saints" 
and the "communion of the body and 
blood of the Lord." That the "obla
tions" refer to the freewill offerings or 
consecrations of money or whatsoever we 
can spare to give to the Lord, even to 
lay aside or set apart in "store" as the 
Lord has prospered the saints during the 
past week. (We could consecrate any 
article of jewelry that we did not need). 
There should be made confession of all 
open offences, disobedience, neglect of 
duty, &c., "before the Lord," and of all 
private offences "unto the brethren" be
fore partaking of the "communions." 
The word "fasting" I do not understand 
in its fullest sense of entire abstinence 
from food, but frugal, plain eating, for 
if it meant entire abstinence it would con
flict with the other injunction, "Let thy 
food be prepared with singleness of 
heart." This latter idea I think to be 
in perfect harmony with the course of 
former day saints, of preparing their 
food at home for the love-feast-and 
with singleness of heart; the object being 
not to gratify the lust of the flesh, but to 
contribute their portion to the general 
meal for the cultivation of love, fellow
ship, and sweet communion; and that if 
aught remain to give it to such poor 
saints, if any, who need, or if not tooth
ers who we have wit.h us "alwa;ys." If 
ordinary cooking or meal getting is 
meant, most of the food for that purpose 
could be, and is by some, prepared the 
day before, but a little work is allowable 
on the Lord's day in preparing food for 
the supper of the Lord. So we could, 
as the former day saints, in "breaking 
bread" eat our "meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart." A very singular 
similarity of language, and of occasion. 

So I understand that the food thus 
prepared, and brought to the house 
where the saints are assembled, eaten in 
love, union, simplicity, and peace, would 
be an occasion truly of "rejoicing and 
prayer;" where the poor would be re
membered, and the needy likewise, and 
when the saints would mutually confess 
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and freely forgive; where the dying and I through the midst of heaven, having 
death of our blessed 1\Iaster would be the everlasting gospel to preach unto 
celebrated with thanksgiving and praise them that dwell on the earth; suddenly 
-yet with solemnity and <le<ioutness- I a voice is heard from the wilderness, a 
in "remembrance" of him till he come. cry salutes the ears of mortals, a testi-
0 ! such a season as this makes my soul mony is heard among them, piercing to 
rejoice in the mere contemplation. What the inmost recesses of their hearts; 
would such a season be, if carried out in when, all at once, the heathen began to 
the spirit and faith as it should, and rage and the people to imagine a vain 
easily could be? l\'Iay we get back to thing; the clergy lift a warning voice, 
the "old paths" and strike the "ancient crying, "Imposter, false -prophets; be
fand-marks" in deed and in truth, and ware of delusion," &c; whilst the pro
we will find increased love, increased fessor of religion, the drunkard, the 
power, because of increased spirituality. swearer, the learned, and the ignorant 

I have oft been impressed to write on soon catch the sound and reiterate it 
this subject, but what I should say I I again and again. Thus it reechoes from 
•scarcely knew; but I began, and have 1 one end of our country to the other 
written much, and desired to be led by for a long time, and if any one sh:ould 
the Spirit that would lead to truth. be so fortunate as to retain his sober 

Since I wrote the "comments" on the senses, and should candidly inquire, 
the 11th of 1st Corinthians other records What is the matter? The reply is, We 
or testimonies came to my hand, and I hardly know anything about it; but 
find that Dr: Wm. Smith, in his Dic-1 suffice it to say, some fellows have made 
tionary of the Bible, (page 358), takes 

1 

their appearance, Paul like, who testify 
the same ground, that Paul had refer- something about the ministering of an
ence to the saints (or some of them) par- gels, or some revelation or inspiration; 
taking· gluttonously of the Agape and just as though the religion of ancient 
Lord's supper. I will quote only a few days, and the faith once delivered to 
of his words. Speaking of Paul, he says : the saint were returning to the earth in 

"In the meantime he gives a rule which this enlightened age, so that not only 
would make the union of the Agape and the this our craft is in danger, but our mod
Lord's supper possible without the risk of ern system of religions, built upon the 
profanation. They were not to come even wisdom and learning of men, without 
to the former with the keen edge of appetite. 
They were to wait till all had met, instead direct inspiration, are likely to be spoken 
of scrambling tumultuously to help them- against and her great magnificence de
selves."-(1 Cor. 11 : 33, 34.) spised though· worshipped by all the 

May the Lord bless these teachings to world." And they all cry with a· loud 
the good of his people, and his glory. voice, saying, "Great is the wisdom of 
Amen. T. w. SMITH. man; great are the. systems of modem 

____ ,.._. divinity; great is the wisdom of unin

Hear Ye. 
When darkness covered the earth, 

and gross darkness the people,. every 
man walking in his own way, and look
ing for gain from his quarter, the Lord 
having for a long time held his peace, 
and the people fondly flattered them
selves that the voice of inspiration would 
never again sound in the ears of m_ortals 
to disturb or molest them in their sin
ful career; while a few were looking 
for the consolation of Israel, and crying 
to God for the ushering in of that long 
expected day when an angel should fly 

spired priests, who come unto us with 
excellency of speech, and with man's 
wisdom, determined to know nothing 
among us save opinions and creeds of 
their own; and their speech, and their 
preaching are with enticing words of 
man's wisdom not in demonstration of 
the Spirit, and of power, for that is done 
away, that our faith should not stand in 
the power of God, but in the wisdom of 
man." J. PERRIN. 

Lincoln, Neb., May 21, l8i5. 

He who hath good health is young, and 
he is rich who owes nothing. 
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"\Vbat Sllall I Do. found in the Bible, Book of Mormon, 
"Wherefore, seek not the things of this and Book of Covenants. The Bible 

world; but seek ye first to build up the "h th k h d 
Kingdom of God, and to establish his right- says, e at nowet to o good and 
eousness, and all these things shall be ad.. doeth it not, to him it is sin." . The Sa
ded unto you."-Matt. 6: 38, I. T. vior says, "he that hath my sayings and 

We should seek to build up the king- keepeth them, he it is that loveth me." 
dom by preaching the gospel of Christ, We find in the sixth chapter of Mat~ 
and to establish his righteousness by thew, that fasting and prayer, are a part 
practicing what we preach. Some saints of the righteousness of God we are to 
are continually murmuring and com- establish. "When we fast we should not 
plaining on account o.f ill health, pover- be as the hypocrites are, of a sad coun
ty, or lack of religious enjoyment, forget- tenance, for they disfigure their faces 
ing perhaps that works must accompany that they may appear unto men to fast. 
faith. Some say, '"\Vhy do we not have W.e should wash our faces and anoint our 
better meetings," others, "l am too poor heads, and not appear unto men to fast, 
to buy the books containing the law of but unto God. The Book of Mormon 
the Church, therefore am not posted as tells us to fast and pray. The Book of 
I would like to be." We have now the Covenants tells us to fast and pray, and 
two questions to answer; the first, "why to "practice virtue and holiness before 
we have not better meetings." We read the Lord continually." 
that in days of old, "They that feared We sh?uld also pay our debts, keep 
the Lord spake often one to another; square with the world and with the 
and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, Church, and "put on charitv which is 
and a book of rememberance was written the bond of perfectness." • 
before him for them that feared the We read that the Scribes and Phara
J ... ord, and that thought upon his name." sees reje9ted the council of God against 
-);Ial. 3 : 16 themselves, not being baptized of 

And the Lord -makes unto them a John. How then shall we escape if we 
promise saying, "And they shall be mine reject the· combined light of both the 
saith the Lord of hosts, in that day former and the latter day gospel dispen
w hen I make up my jewels; and I will sations. I believe that all the words 
spare them, as a man spareth his own given to us of God in these last days 
son that serveth him."-Mal. 3: 17. are intended by him for us to observe; 

And they not only spake to each oth-1 for he knows that the souls of men are 
er but "came together with fasting and too precious to be trifled with, and I be
prayer." Do you think you are not lieve that Latte:r Day Saints do not ad
fairly dealt with by the l\faster? He mit that there is such a thing as a non-
says he is no respecter of persons, and essential in the word of God. ' 
why. should we not believe his word? The Book of Mormon reads, that God 
Christ says, does nothing except it be for the bene-
. "Th~se signs shall follow them that be- fit of the world; therefore every word 

lleve; m my name shall they cast out devils; and action of his is for our good, that 
they shall speak with new t?:_igues; t~ey we may be made perfect. The apostle 
shall take up seryents; a,nd u they drmk t th G t'l h S · 
any deadly thing it shall not hurt them; o e ~en l e~ W~~te to t e .amts to "go 
they shall lay hands on the sick and they on to perfectron, but we will not pro
shall recover."-I.Iark Hi: 16-19. · gress very fast towards it if we stand or 

We are asked by some, "Why do I sit still with fol~ed arms. We should 
not receive the promised blessings." vV e use every means m our power to become 
answer, Not because the doctrine is false, perfect. . · 
but because you are not living for them. There is a way provided by which the 

The Savior said, "1'Ian shall not live saints may receive health, strength, wis
hy bread alone, but by every word that dom and knowledge. By observing this 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." rule, they can run and not be weary, 
·well, what are these words. They are they can walk and not faint, and they 
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have the promise that the dest~oying I world if they are not in this one. \Ye 
a~gel shall pass_ t~elll by as the children may try to see how near we can sail to 
of Israel,_ and snail not slay them; and I the rocks and not be dashed ao-ainst 
the pi;onuses of the Master are sure and them, until suddenly we will be br~ught 
~nd stea.dfast, whatsoever h_e has prom- up on some breaker that will bring us to 
ised h~ 1s able to fulfill, hrn word can- our reason. Then we will say, Why 
not fail. was I not commanded· but the Master 

What I have reference to, now, is "the will say, T ou was advis~d, but you would 
word of wisdom," Book of Covenants, not take the advice, so why should you 
sec. 86. All seem to be ready to defend desire to be driven. 
the cause, but when it comes to practic- One brother said to me that it had 
ing what we preach it is altogether an- cost him as high as eighty cents a week 
other thing. We may know how to be for tobacco .. That woi:ld be forty-one 
good and tell it to others, but if we are dollars and sixty cents m a year; with 
not doers of the work, what doth it prof~ that money he could buy all necessary 
it? I answer, nothing. "None of the books of information, and take the Hei·~ 

, forgetful hearers, but the doers of the ald, Hope and .Lrfessenger for a year, and 
work are justified." The Lord says that have money to spare, besides keeping 
inasmuch as any man drinketh wine the commandments of God. If the 
or strong drink among you, behold it is blessings of God are not worth striving 
not good, neither meet in the sight of for they are not worth having. 
your Father, only in assembling your- Now brethren and elders in Israel, let 
selves together, to offer up your sacra- us show by our example that we mean 
ments before him. And again he says, what we say, let us shake off the shack
strong drinks are not for the belly, but les of sin and error, and "be free in the 
for the washing of your bodies; and liberty wherein the Christ hath made us 
again tobacco is not for the body, neith- free." ~he. Prophet says, "Thy watch
er for the belly, aud is not good for man, men sha1l lift up the voice and with 
but is an herb for bruises and all sick the voice together shall they (the watch
catt1e, to be used with judgment and men) si~g. Ai:d t~ey (the watchmen) 
skill, and, again, hot drinks are not for shall brrng agam Zion." Do we desire 
the body or belly. the redemption of Zion? If so let us 

Some may say these are not command- ' labor to tha~ end, for Zion must be re
ments, and therefore are not binding ~eemed. by righteousness and judgment, 
upon us. It is a slothful servant that if she is ever redeei:ied at all. Let us 
must be commanded in all things. If all .sr;eak the same ~hings and be perfect. 
they are not commandments, it cannot ~y JOmed toget~er m the same mind and 
be denied that they are the Lord's words, m t~e same J1:1dgment. Some think 
or sayings. Christ says, "he that hath that if every thmg that grew was good 
my sayings and keepeth them, he it is for the use of man in the beginning, it 
that loveth me,'' and if it is a proof that must be the same now, God being the 
we love him when we keep his sayings, same, and unchangable. Such should 
it is also a proof that we do not love him remember that was before the earth was 
as we should when we do not keep them. cursed fo~ ~an'~ sake, but after the 
One brother said to me "if the word of earth was smitten it brought forth weeds 

' t' d h" 1 - ' wisdom is a commandment, then it norns, an t ist e, and these are not ; 
should be a test of fellowship," and per- good for man. Let us therefore no long. 
haps it should be. ·we are commanded er plead poverty, as an excuse for igno-
to abstain from evil thoughts desires ranee and neglect of duty, but remem-
etc., but can we make that a te'st of fel~ ber the words of the Savior: 
lows hip? You know we cannot, yet in "Why is_ it that you murmur among your
the great day of reckonin"' our thoughts I selves, cryrng, We cannot obey thy words 

·11 b b h · · d 0 d h because ye have not these things, and seek 
w~ e roug t;nto JU g1;11ei_it, an t ey to excuse yourselves, saying that, After all 
will be a test o, fellowship m the next 1 these things do the Gentiles seek. Behold, 
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I say unto you, that your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things .. Therefore, seek not the things of 
t~is world; but seek first to build up the 
kingdom of God, and to establish his right
eousness, and all these things shall be ad
ded unto you."-Matt. 6: 36, 37, 38, I. T. 

Praying for the redemption of Zion 
I remain your friend and brother, ' 

1\1. B. WILLIAMS. 

The Fullness oi .ls1·ael. 
Bi'O. Joseph Smith:-I have been 

preaching in Danish and German at 
Council Bluffs, Crescent City and vicini
ty for the past five months. I have 
done the best I could according to my 
ability and circumstances. I have kept 
regular meetings the last three months 
in this place. Here are a few Danish 
people who believe in your administra-

; tion, but can not yet see the necessity 
of being baptized, because they have 
been baptized into other parties of Lat
ter Day Saints; but I hope that you and 
all good saints will intercede with the 
Lord for all such good people who have 
for the last twenty-five years been lead 

- ~rom one calamity into another by design
rng men, through their belief that Jesus 
was the Christ. Alas, how have I and 
many others suffered for half a lifetime 
because I placed full confidence in those 
men .. Instead. of ~his it should only have 
been m the prmmples of eternal life and 
in Jesus Christ. Here are many kinds 
?f Latter Day Saints, and the opposition 
is great, and some of them are very stiff 
necke~; yea, alike the old Israelites who 
came out of Egypt by lVIoses. They all 
want to see _great power from on high, 
or to have 1t; but are we qualified to 
have more power than we now have? I 
have experienced that those who have 
pretended to possess a superior power 
would, have destro:fed mankind by it, 
and all the world, if they had got it; 
because there was none of the pure love 
or mercy of Christ in them, consequent
l;y they were not his disciples. But they 
forgot that the power we want is to ex. 
ercise the faith which is within us to the 
honor of God, and for the salvation of 
mankind, according to the will of God; 
therefore is there a great darkness pre-

vailing over the human mind in relation 
to true religion. Greediness is the cause 
of the destruction, says St. Peter and 
herein is it that those who do not' o-ain 
a glorious resurrection, for them is 

0

the 
atonement by Jesus Christ, for the sin. 
of the world, of no use; because they 
have degraded themselves from what 
they were before they came here, so that 
they can not stand to see his face and 
the power of his glory; for without ho
liness and purity of heart we can not see 
him nor live in his presence. The full
ness of the gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
Gentiles is passed by, as was the fullness 
of the gospel to Israel, and but few 
sound minded cltn see it, or can distin
guish that there were two different gos
pel dispensations, which are to two differ
ent kind of people, Shem and Japhet · 
and two distinct times, given under· tw~ 
different circumstances, and two distinct 
promises from our great eternal Father. 
The scriptures distinctly tell us that the 
real seed of Abraham shall not believe 
that Jesus 1s the Christ until they see 
him stand in his resurrected body on 
Mount Olive, when he will redeem the 
House of Jacob. Then shall the full
ness of the Gentiles go in under the full
ness of Israel. Still some pretend that 
they have that fullness of Israel now, 
but that is not promised till after the 
Redeemer has come to the City of David 
and has turned ungodliness from Jacob 
and this is not done yet. The fullnes~ 
of the gospel to the gentiles has no other 
law than the law of faith, not so with the. 
fullness of Israel; they shall all, from. 
the least to the greatest, see the Lord, 
but, for one thousand years they shall 
s~ill have their temporal commandments. 
Now when that solemn occasion has 
come then will all the chosen be saved. 
(See Rom. 11 : 25, 26.) This is a great. 
consolation for the chosen of the Gen
tiles. 

Of all the tribes of Israel shall only 
144,000 be sealed to perfect glory, and 
exaltation in the Terrestial glory for a 
thousand years, and then they shall ao· 
i~to the Celestial glory through all et~r
mty. We read, 

"After this I beheld, and lo, a great mul· 
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tude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, stood before the throne, and be
fore the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
a.nd palms in their hands."-Rev. 7: 9. 

What a great promise and blessing; 
neverthless the promise to Japhet will 
go in fulfillment. God shall enlarge 
Japhet and he shall dwell in the tents 
of Shem. (Gen. 9: 30, 31.) But how 
is it that Israel and his promises are be
come our favorites? Ideas arise be
cause of false teaching; therefore be
ware of the doctrines of the Pharasees 
and Sadusees. (Matt. 16: 5-12.) 

With regard I am your brother in 
Christ, s. P. GuHL. 

State of t11e W o:l'ld. 
/3ro. Joseph :-Having returned from 

Texas, I wish to portray before you the 
divisions and contentions of professed 
Christians. And in so doing, I will use 
the words of Jeremiah, 6: 19 : 

."Hear, ~' earth; behold I will bring 
evil upon this people, even the fruit of their 
thoughts, because they have not hearkened 
unto my words, nor to my law but rejected 
it." 

It has been one of the chief causes of 
the progress of Infidelity. The truth 
and excellence of the religion of Jesus 
Christ, can only be exhibited to the 
world by its effects; and when, instead 
of love, union and harmony being amoncr 
its professors, and strictly adhered t; 
we behold bitter sayings, schisms, con: 
tentions and animosities, there will be 
nothing to attract unthinkin()' minds to 
examine the word of God, its

0

evidences 
or to give it an impartial hearing. First 
ag:e.e among yourseh:es, on the inspired 
wntmgs, then the wicked will consider 
th~ .truth and importance of righteous 
opm10ns. 

Such a mode of reasoning on the part 
of the wicked, is indeed both absurd and 
unfair. When the genuine doctrines 
and requisitions of ancient Christianity 
are clearly stated in its original records 
and which they ought to examine fo; 
themselves, it is really astonishing and 
much to be deplored that men will nro
foss to be teachers of the Bible and at 
h . ' t e same time throw out their contrary 

pr_inciples, 11;nd thereby making a stum
bling-block m the way of rational inves
tigation of the truths and foundation of 
the religion of the Bible. Thereby they 
cause thousands to stumble and fall to 
destruction ; but, what is worse than all 
it has greatly retarded, and still retard~ 
the universal propagation of the apostolic 
gospel throughout the world. For to 
~aintain that the Scriptures are not s~ffi
ciently c!ear and explicit, in regard to 
every thmg that has a bearing on the 
p:esen~ comfo.rt and happiness of man
kmd, is nothmg short of a libel on the 
characters of the sacred writers and an 
indjgnity offered to Him by who~e Spirit·. 
they were inspired. 

It would be well for the ministers of 
th~ ~ifferent chur~hes, t.o lay aside every 
opm10n and practice which has no direct 
foundation in scripture, for such are 
human fabrications, introduced by acci
dent or whim. The observance of undue 
fasts, and the preparation days previous 
to th: par.ticipation of the Lord's supper,. 
kne.ehng lil the act of partaking of that 
ordmance, are not commandments, yet 
are contained in their creeds. · It is a 
striking and remarkable fact that the 
chief points about which the m'embers of 
the different churches are divided are 
P,oin!s o.n which the volume of inspira
tion is silent; and are those things which 
the presumption and perversity of men 
~ave attached. to the ancient system and 
mterwoven with the truths and ordinan
ces of their religion; therefore were the .. 
line of distinction clearly draw~ between , 
mere human opinions and cere'monies 
and the positive directions of the revealed 
word of God, and the one separated from 
the other, then ~he.way would be pre
pared for a more mt1mate and harmoni
ous union in the church of Christ as it 
was anciently taught. ' 

_The above is. a true description of the 
~nests and their followers in that por
tion of Texas that I have lived in, and 
they have rejected the gospel as taught 
by the latter day elders, with the ex
ception of a few who united with us and• 
moved to the States. · 

I am living with Bro. Depue, and have . 
so far advanced in age, being eighty • 
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1 years old, that I have about reached the 
close of my labors. I have preached the 
gospel more or less for forty years, and 
I have faith that God is willing to accept 
my labors; and that, in my feeble state, 
he is willing that I should rest. In my 
attempts to offer up my prayers to God, 
I remember you; and if I never should 
see you on this side of the grave, I trust 
we will meet together with all the saints 
in the millennial reign of Christ. 

JAj)lES CARROL. 

D1·.inking in Hot \Veatller. 
DRINKING is a habit. Some people 
.drink little, not because their constitu
tions require less than others; it is their 
habit. These people never perspire so 
.much as those who drink more. · The 
more that is drunk, the more water pass-

. es away, or the system would suffer. As 
it is, the strain affects it. The skin, the 
kidneys, bowels, lungs, are all drawn up
on. The result is, as may be expected, 
exhaustion. For this reason the man 
who drinks much water, particularly 
during the summer and in the hottest 
weather, is le8s able to endure fatigue. 
The water is of no benefit to him-that 

·is, the excess. It must pass away, an~ 
this requires an effort of the system, 
which is the sweating process. It is a 
bad habit to drink water so much; a 

·false thirst is created. We should drink 
onlv what is needed. The habit of 
drinking more will soon be overcome, 
and the person will feel much stronger, 
and more capable of bearing fatigue. 
In winter, little fluid is needed beyond 
what our food furnishes, in summer, 

' some more, but not much. 

PHg1•in1's Pro~ress. 
[Continued from Herald, January lst, 1876.] 

Pilgrim, after musing some time upon 
the remarks of Mr. Lighthead, betook 
himself to reading his guide-book, and, 
among other land-marks, he reads that 
the right road, the one laid out by the 
King of the celestial country was a strait 
and narrow one; and besides this, there 
would be but few that would find it. 
He also learns that those who did, would 

· be such as would believe the King to be 

unchangeable in his ways, and that he 
has always and would always be willing 
to communicate to as many as believe in 
his words, and who applied to him r-c
cording to his directions in the guide
book. Therefore, Pilgrim betook him
self with such application to seek for this 
intelligence that it resulted in an imme
diate message from the King. So firm 
was Pilgrim's trust and reliance that the .. 
King was well pleased with him, and. 
cited him to many way-marks, so that as. 
soon as Pilgrim began to look about him 
again, he beheld that the despised way, 
called the "Mormon road,'' did accord so 
well with the one marked out and de
scribed in the guide book, that he con
cluded there could be no mistake about 
it; and besides he had received intern-. 
gence direct from the King himself. 
Therefore, by this means, Pilgrim was . 
enabled to, and did firmly de~ide in his 
mind to risk this road, against any argu~ 
ment or ill treatment as might come· 

So, onward, goes Pilgrim, rejoicing iu. 
the hope of a life in a better country~ 
where poverty, destruction, evil, sickness,,. 
sorrow and death will not be found; 
and, after sending instructions to his: 
family, and telling of his success so far,. 
and giving advice for them to follow, he 
betook himself to 'the desired road,. 
entering according to the directions, 
casting his burden (sins) off by the act· 
of one step, (repentance), and, being· 
plunged into water entire, passing under· 
a small gate, (baptism), he then takew 
another step upwards, (laying on of 
hands), and receives some luminous oil, 
(Holy Ghost), when the guide-book is 
sudenly changed into a beautiful lamp. 

Goon !NTEli!T. 

FROM the Legal Adviser's column, "Law for 
the People," we quote:-

"A principal is bound by the acts of hls 
agent when done in the course of his em
ployment. An agent cannot use his princi
pal's money to pay his own debts. A per
s.on in the lawful possession of premises has 
a right to eject an intruder, using no un
necessary force in so doing. Persons own
ing land on the different sides of a stream, 
hold to the middle thereof, except in the 
case of navigable streams. The law of the 
country where the contract is, must govern 
its construction and determine its validity." 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



496 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

15 August 76. 
~Look Here.-A mark opposite this notice 
will inform subscribers that their time is out with 
the number thus marked, as many fail to notice the 
time on their label. Remittances are desired. 

Attention is called to the last page, where is given 
full instructions about how and to whom to send all 
money1 orders, and business letters, as recently ad
vised. 

JOSEPH SMITH, } E 
HENRY A. STEBBINS, DITORS. 

Plano, Ill., August 15, 1876. 

THE SPIRIT OF MAN. 

the separation which sends the mortal part 
back to its mortal, earthly origin, while 
the sentient part returns to its immortal 
source, even "to God who gave it."-Prov. 
8:8; 12:7; Luke23:47; Acts7:59; 2Cor. 
5 : 6-9 ; Phil. 1 : 21-24. 

God, as the Father of spirits, (Heb. 12: 9, 
Num. 16: 21, 27: 16), gave to the spirit of 
man, for his greater happiness and better 
estate, a tabernacle (the body) and a dwell. 
ing place, (the earth), and has promised to 
redeem one from destruction and the other 
from its marred and evil condition, as well 
as having given law,s to guide the intellect
ual man, so that when he is again put in 
possession of these, he will know how to 

WE have been asked some questions con. be obedient, and be able to govern himself 
•cerning the future of man, and herewith and .his heritage in honor, in dignity, and 
:present a few thoughts in reply. We be- in everlasting life and glory; for Christ is 
lieve that the existence of the spirit of man, to restore aU that was forfeited by the·· 
independent of and separate from the body, primal transgression, or that is lost by 
is demonstrnted as a great and noble truth, death. 
both by the Scriptures and by the Holy It is very evident from the quotations al
'Gllost, as also by human experience of the ready made, and from others that we will 
past and present. Whatever may be the present in time, that the theory of the en
<lesires and hopes of darkened and deluded tire man being unconscious after death, is 
minds to the contrary, the important facts not according to the written word, the rev
•Of the duality of man, and of the continued, elations of God contained in the scriptures; 
eternal, and conscious existence of the and we are assured, by the power that gave 
thinking, reasoning mind, of the intelligent inspiration to the scriptures, that it is in 
entity, of the sentient spirit, of that which direct oppositi,on to the past and present 
now dwells in and makes itself manifest teachings of the Holy Spirit, even that 
thrnugh our mortal bodies, is, and has comforter which does now manifest the 
been, without a reasonable doubt, and with- things of God to his people as in former 
out any substantial grounds for dispute, times, and which to-day re.affirms with the 
the true teaching and doctrine of God ancl same power and demonstration, the identi
of Christ, of angels, prophets and inspired cal truths declared then; for, according to 
teachers and writers, in all ages of the the promise which Christ gave to man, 
world. that divine unction was to continue to 

And it is a doctrine that is as comforting guide God's people "unto all truth," and al
as it is true'; and one as sublime and so to "show them things to come,'' through 
glorious in giving honor to God, and in its revelation, prophecy, dreams, visions and 
issues and results to man, as it is comfort- other forms of manifestation. 
ing and true. Especially is this so with Therefore, ifthe written word is valuable 
those who are seeking for the celestial glo- in telling us how others obtained intelli
ry of a full immortality, who are living for gence in the past, what was done, and said, 
that time when the body and spirit will be and revealed "aforetime," (Rom. 15: 4), 
re-united and become not only "a living then how much more valuable is the wit
soul," (Gen. 2: 8), but also an immortal ness of the p1·esent, which, being given us 
soul-body and spirit, Jesus having "abol- as a revelator, bears testimony of the past 
ished death," as stated by Paul in 1 Tim. and teaches us things to come, both of 
1 : 10, and brought immortality to that time and eternity; for by it alone can we 
which originated in mortality. Death is \ bear testimony of knowing any revealed 
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truth for ourselves, beyond hearsay evi- I of Goel that was not any ways impossible. 
deuce. Only by this teacher and instructor, Again he writes, 2 Cor. 5: 6-8: 
sent of God, can even the written word be "Knowing that whilst we are at home in 
certified to us· and those who have it not, body we are absent from the Lord; ':' * "' 
"e e the s · \ of truth whom the world we are willing rath~r to be absent from the 

v n pui '. . . body and present with the Lord." 
cannot receive,'' are not m a cond1t10n to , . p .

1 1
. 

9 94
. 

_ . ,. th . ,. th d"d .-,.lso m h1 . . ,.,1-,. . say what is truth, ior, as e1r 1a ers 1 , 
b · "But if I live in the flesh ye are the fruit 

they reject the God of heaven as emg a of my labor. * * * Now I am in a strait 
present Goel of revelation. betwixt two, having a desire to depart and 

Certainly those who deceive themselves be with Christ, which.is far better; never. 
with that comfortless doctrine of the un- theless to abide in the flesh is more needful 

for you." conscious state of the reasoning mind after -
its release and departure from the body, How comprehensively he presents in few 
cannot be in possession of the manifesta- words the apostolic doctrine, the doctrine 
tions of that Comforter enjoyed by Paul, so well understood by the church that he 
and Peter, and their fellow disciples; for did not need to argue the fact of the possi
Paul writes in 2 Cor. 12: 7 of the abund- bility of his departure from the fleshly tab-
ance of the manifestations he received from ernacle and to be present, that is conscious. 
God; and, as one of them, he relates in the 
same chapter how he was caught up to 
heaven and to paradise, he saw, lie heard, 
he understood, and yet he could not tell 
whether he was in the body or "out of the 
body,'' showing plainly that he only meant 
the spirit, or the intelligent part, when he 
used the personal pronoun "he,'' because 
that was the acting, moving, living part, the 

,, real man; and that it was an unimportant 
· matter whether he, (the living entity), was 

in the body or not, at the time he experi. 
enced and saw and heard these things. 

While writing for an entirely different 
purpose, he thus clearly sets forth the true 
doctrine of the church of Christ in his day, 
and plainly shows that it was a fact well 
Imown to him and the saints, that the spirit 
was in a highly conscious and intelligent 
condition when "out of the body,'' as well 
B,s when it was "in the body." 

Imagine any one who believes that the 
whole man, the body and spirit, slumbers 
together in the dust, writing or speaking 
in the language of Paul; or of one of them 
advocating the possibility that he could 
exist, and know and understand "out of 
the body;" or of one speaking of the spirii 
as being the person, the living tenant, the 
life power that acted with or without the 
body. Such a testimony would carry dis
may among the advocates, and destruction 
among the theories, but to Paul and his 
fellows it was the accepted truth of divine 
revelation, and a manifestation of the power 

ly present with Christ, the Lord of life, but 
only argues the advisibility of the inner 
man, the conscious spirit, entering into rest 
from the warfare of life, or still remaining 
for the good of the church. He could not 
mean that it would be "far better" to be 
dormant and unconscious, but to be "with 
Christ" it was, which agrees with the 
wonls of Jesus to his disciples in John 13 c 
36: 

"Thou canst not follow me now, but thou 
shalt follow me afterwards." 

Clearly by these words does Jesus de
monstrate the departure of his spirit, and 
of his also being joined by Peter when Pe
ter's time of departing should come; for he 
undoubtedly referred to the fact that Peter 
should not yet die, although the latter says 
that he is willing to do so, and in such con
nection does he say it as to make it clear 
that he was willing to pass the ordeal of 
bodily pain and death that he might be 
free to go with Christ; but he had labor to 
perform for the kingdom of Goel, and Jesus 
saicl "thou canst not follow me now." 0,. 
how with Paul and Peter do the saints of 
God sometimes wish in the stress and evil 
of life, "to be absent from the body and to 
be present with Christ;" but we must first 
win our way, and make secure our reward,. 
and be worthy to dwell with him, until he· 
shall come with ten thousand of his saints, 
before we can go to him to remain thu£. 
resting and waiting. 

Continued. 
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THE INDIAN QL;ESTION. 

The cause of the red man finds some de
fenders, who, while they admit his present 
general character of cruelty and lo,-e of re
venge, yet speak earnest words in condem
nation of that which has caused his evil 
deeds, namely the wrongs he has endured 
through the rapacity and wickedness of 
white men, and through the frequent viola
tion of the treaties entered into and the 
stipulations guaranteed by the officers and 
agents of the government, as well as by 
Congress itself. 

Gen. Vandevere, Indian Inspector, shows 
that the great body of the Indians have no 
connection with the war now in progress, 
neither do the large majority feel any ha
tred against the government Ol'. the whites. 
He says that those who have gone out are 
only the unruly ones, and that there are 
among them, as a whole, no more of this el
ement than there are bad ones among the 
same number of whites; and thinks that if 
in all transactions the whites treated them 
with the same degree of justice that we clo 
civilized beings, instead of as a defenseless 
prey, they would all be our friends; but, 
as it is, that provocation after provocation 
compels them to fight. 

The celebrated Wendell ·Phillips has 
written to Gen. Sherman concerning the 
report of the Indian commission of 1867, 
composed of Gen. Sherman and others, 
wherein he says, was presented "one of the 
most terrific pictures ever drawn, of the 
wrongs the Indian has ·suffered from this 
nation." He says: 

"You know that we have surrounded 
him with every demoralizing influence, 
steeped him in intemperance, incited 
him to licentiousness, and tempted him 
to every vice. You have yourself given 
evidence that the government has robbed 
him of his lands, cheated him of his clues, 
and uniformly broken faith with him. If 
any of the tribes are liars, thieves and 
butchers, they may rightly claim to have 
only copied the example we have set them. 
Yon know that they have been outraged, 
plundered and butchered with brutal and 
detestable cruelty; and that the Indian 
has not lifted his hand against us until 
,provoked to do so." 

He then gives Gen. Harrison's views of 
;their peaceableness, but for their wrongs; 

and quotes Gen. Harney, who said, after 
fifty years' experience among them, "that 
he had never known an Indian tribe to 
break its word with the government, and 
he had never known the government to 
keep its faith with an Indian tribe." He 
quotes Gen. Pope, who has stated that it is -
their wrongs which "drive the Indians to 
war;" also that they "have only done sub
stantially what he would have clone him
self under like circumstances." 

nir. Phillips says that it is a reproach to 
the nation, aud to religion, that, with all 
our resources of civilization, we have lived 
two hundred years close to the Indians, 
and have mainly given them only our vi
ces. He continues: 

"We have made war on him as a pretext 
to steal his lands. We have trodden under 
foot the rules of modern warfare. We have 
cheated him out of one hunting ground bv 
compelling him to accept another, ancl 
have robbed him of this last by driving 
him to madness and resistance." ' 

Rev. I. S. Kallock recently lectured in. 
San Francisco ancl arraigned the Indian 
policy of the government as being of the 
worst possible kine!. He said that it is 
wonderful what a love the christian philan- ., 
thropist has for the heathen-those at a dis- . 
tance, but the real article at his door is an
other thing. He admitted, which all do, 
that the red man is treacherous, revengeful 
and sanguinary, but that our dealings with 
him have only made him mare so,· while 
all our efforts at improvement have been 
feeble and insufficient, and our treaties 
have only been blunders. 

The New Yo1·k Sun says thatthe war has 
. been caused by "treachery, dishonesty and 
incompetency," growing out of "the gross 
violations by the whites of treaty stipula
tions." Another writes as follows: 

"The Indians are fighting for their rio-hts. 
Put yourself in his place and would"' yon 
not fight? Si;ippose that your neighbor 
comes upon your land and takes possession 
of your property, would you not remon
strate; and, if necessary also clo·more than 
remonstrate? If you should pound him 
for his evil deeds, and then for it the law 
should punish you, or exile you and con
fiscate your property, what would you 
think of it? So the Indians have defended 
themselves, just as any other nation or 
people would have done under like circum
stances. But now the government invades 
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the Sioux territory to punish them for de
fending their property or rights, or for do
ing just as other people would be expected 
to do in the same condition." 

, It is evident to us as it is to all men, that 
the government really admitted the rights 
of the red men to that country when it last 
year essayed to, or made a show of protect
ing from it the invasion of the whites, and 
when it made overtures for a purchase from 
White Cloud and his chiefs. But when it 
failed to get it on its own terms it ceased 
its show of protection and let the invaders 
do as they pleased, and the reds are slain 
for maintaining what they suppose to be, 
and what the government has conceded to 
be their rights. 

If, instead of being beaten, Gen. Custer 
hP.d succeeded and had slain thousands 
of Indians. it would have been called a 
"glorious victory;" but as the reverse hap
pened and hundreds of whites fell, it is 
called a "massacre," and the cry is for "ex
termination." 

But, says the humane man, this should 
not be; punish the transgressors on both 
i>ides and make a settlement as impartially 
~~·we would if the trouble was with a na
tion who could call for arbitration, or who 
was able to cope with our armies. 

In Congress there is a wide diversity of 
opinion as to the true policy. One class 
claims that when the whites want any 
~ountry occupied by the Indians they shall 
have it any way. The Chicago Times well 
says that if this is the case then we ought 
to stop making treaties and not pledge the 
honor of the nation to do a thing, and af
terwards proceed not to do it; and that, to 
demand their extermination, is as barbar
ous and foolish as to wish to wipe out 
Chicago because some wicked people mur
der and commit other crimes there. 

As to wrongs, it is stated that the North 
Pacific R. R. scheme included, as a share 

" of its plunder, 58,000,000 acres of land that 
virtually belonged to the Indians. Writers 
s,lso cite the violation of the treaty in re
gard to the Indian Territory south of Kan
sas, and the rascality of those who have the 
management of the Indian business is evi
dently the immediate cause of the present 
difficulties. 

Continued. 

DEATH OF SIDNEY RIGDON. 

TnE Pittsburg Gazette, and also the Pitts
bu.1·g Telegmph, contain notices of the death 
of Sidney Rigdon, at Friendship, Alleghe
ny county, N.Y., on the 14th of July, as we 
understand. We are indebted to brethren 
C. G. Lanphear and E. W. Knight for the· 
papers. Br. Blair also sent us a copy of a 
Pittsburg paper, containing a reply of his. 
to certain statements in a previous issue, 
about Sidney's connection with the church, 
but we have mislaid the scrap since cut
ting it out. 

The Telegraph attempts to tell the old 
tale of the association of Joseph and Sidney 
in the Spalding story inception of the "new 
doctrine;" but the Gazette gives the real 
facts in the case, saying that it was while 
he was zealously engaged in working for 
the "Christian" or "Disciple" Church, in 
Ohio, that he met elder P. P. Pratt in de
bate, and, becoming worsted therein, he 
joined the Mormon Church, and many of 
his congregation with him. Both papers 
speak of his standing in the community as 
a conscientious and law abiding citizen,. 
and one much respected. He is said to 
have been in the eighty-fourth year of his 
age, and for years past to have been a stu
dent of science and a lecturer on geolcgy. 

Br. I. N. W. CooPER, our office secrntP.ry,. 
is away, as we write, August 3rd, on a two 
weeks' trip east. All accounts, book mail
ing and letters of inquiry that it was possi
ble for us to attend to, in addition to the 
business and editorial management, we 
have en~leavored to do,-by laboring all 
our waking hours, usually. As we do not 
feel able to hire an assistant, we wish te> 
run the office at the least expense possible, 
especially as we are yet waiting for the 
"good time coming" for that which is due 
us on books and from subscribers. As the 
junior abides alone with these burdens, 
please excuse if any are missed in their> 
wants for a short time. 

We intend to have out immediately a 
Branch Pass Book, or a :financial book of 
receipts for the use of branches in keeping 
account of money donated or subscribed 
for branch or ch,urch purposes. It is some-
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thing that is called for, and we advance it I travel or editorials from Br. Joseph Smith 
.as an experiment, not as authoritative; yet for this issue, but none has arrh-ed up to 
we believe it is worthy of coming into gen. this date, August 9th, and therefore we 
eral use. Cost not yet known. close up our forms without them. 

Books of 1Iormon will be on hand, we Bro. J. J. Cornish wrote from Lonrlon; 
. expect, soon after this number of the HER- Ontario, August 4th, that Br. J. S. Patt.er-
ALD is sent out. son had left there that day for Toronto. 

Br. and Sr. William Hopkins, of Decatur In reply to queries, we would state that 
Co., Iowa, tarried by the way with us from the Committee on Music Book have, so far 
August 2nd till next day. They journeyed as known to us, never finished their work 
to visit relatives in New Jersey and Penn- of compilation. Hence we have no books 
sylvania. We were refreshed by their call. and no knowledge of their cost as yet. 

In answer to inquiries we reply that »e 
·charge one dollar for the insertion of mar. 
-riage notices, but nothing for obituary 
notices. 

Br. Albert Bishop writes from Ste»arts
Yille, Mo., that the work is progressing 
well there, and that the branch still in
·creases in numbers; while many others are 
inquiring the way of life. He also reports 
·the condition of the district as good, with 
•many places open for preaching, and a good 
'feeling among the the saints, who are gen
·erally trying to live correctly. He reports 
that Br. Matthias Lampert died at St. 
.Joseph, Mo., July 12th, 1876. 

Bro. Louis VanBuren writes from Man
'Ville, Jefferson county, Indiana, that he 
was to start for Switzerland early in Au
;gust. May he have a safe voyage and 
liave divine aid to do goocl in his native 
1ancl. 

We erred in the last issue in saying that 
Br. Joseph left Plano, June 17th; it should 
have been July 17th. He intended to have 

,gone in June, and the summer has passed 
by so rapidly that unthinkingly we wrote 
. June in place of July. 

The death of Br. Osman Thomason took 
place July 16th, and his age is said, by his 
sons, to have been 94 years, instead of 87, 
as we understood at the time of writing the 
notice. His companion is 87 years old. 

Mr. G. I. Stebbins and wife, of Denver, 
·Colorado, brother to the junior, spent a few 
days in Plano, on their way to Boston, New 
York and the Centennial. 

We call attention to letter from Br. H. 
N. Hansen, lately returned from his mission 
•to Denmark; also to one from Bro. Gland 
.Rodger, Australia. 

We expected to receive either notes of 

Bn. M. B. OLIVER, writes from Woodburn, 
Clarke county, Iowa, that he intends to 
be actively engaged in the Master's cause 

. in his new home, having had repeated in
vitations to preach in his neighborhood, 
and in the Methodist house at Smyrna. 
He does not feel like concealing the light 
he has, the cause of Christ being para
mount to all others. 

He writes that tornadoes have visited 
that section and destroyed buildings and 
other property, and taking away the upper 
part of the house where he was visiting at 
the time, but the house where he lives, al
though on high ground, was uninjured, 
He says that the roar of the storm waster. 
rible to hear, and its force fearful to wit
ness. May Br. Oliver be preserved to do 
all the will of God concerning him. 

THE Gliicago Times asks: 
"Can it be that Bible auguries are about to 

come to pass? Nearly every page of the so. 
called sacred writings are sulphurous with 
prophesies of events to precede dissolution 
Everything goes to confirm the theory that 
the ruling Providence which shapes nation • 
al ends is bent upon fixing upon the minds 
of men, untoward calamities and disorders, 
never failing premonitions and portents." 

It refers to the present evils that multi
ply and everywhere affiict the human 
race; and says that all these are "the an
cient signs by which the nations under.'-
stood that a short shrift was about to sit up
on them;" yet how little does it or the rest 
of the world understand the situation. 

NEWS SUM:ll-URY. 

A TELEGRAM from Salt Lake City, July 
21, reports that four of the Danite band of 
Brigham Young attacked a nephew of 
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Brigham, the previous night, in that city, 
intending to kill him; because of his con. 
nection with the Salt Lake Tribune in its 
,outspoken denunciation of 1.:-tah :Mormon
ism. But, as they were about to seize him, 
he faced them with a revolver, and the 

~ noise brought people and lights to houses 
near by, so that the assassins were forced 
to flee. 

tlacl tales of the cholera plague come 
from Bombay, India. Oue town has been 
-depopulated by it. 

The army is marching ao·ainst the Indi. 
ans, but under unfavorable 

0

circumstances, 
the latter having set fire to woods ancl grass, 
making the country through which the 
troops pass a desolation, ancl only slow 
progress can be made. The Sioux are now 
so much respected that the whites are cau. 
tious, and fearful enough to estimite their 
numbers; ancl they build the figures to 
seven, and even to ten thousand warriors. 
Eastern journals are anxious that twenty 
thousand men be sent against them, for 
they have changed from saying that one 
white man was as good as two Indians; 
hence the weakness of the latter is not so 
despised as it was. Government ancl gen. 
-erals in command appear at a loss what to 
·do in so unexpected a turn of events, and 
the sanguine soldiery have been cooled by 
the mishaps to Crook, Custer and Reno. 
Of course defeat and death await the Sioux 
in clue time, but Sitting Bull is acknowl
-edgecl as having "shown himself a leader 
above the Indian average." He has an
nounced that Ile expects final defeat, but is 
prepared for it, rather than have the rnle 
of the white man. 

The following gold and silver coinage 
was executed at the United States mint in 
Philadelphia during the mo'nth of July, 
1876: Number of pieces of gold, 34,150; 
rnlue, $683,000; silver, number of pieces, 
1,154,500; value, $258,300; base metal, 
number of pieces, 735,000; value, $15,150; 
total number of pieces, 1,923,650; total val
ue, $956,450. 

The postal-card manufactory is running 
ten hours a clay, turning out about 500,000 
cards per clay. The number of cards printed 
during the quarter ending July 1, was 38,-
000,000; an increase of nearly 10,000,000 
over the corresponding quarter for 18'75. 

Affairs in the East are not materially 
changed since oul last issue to this date, 
August 4th. Vi.ctoTies and defeats are still 
reported foT both Turkey and Servia, with 
the probability that the latter has the worst 
of it, yet the Turks have been considerably 
whipped by the Servians, and still more 
so, if we may believe, by the army of 
:Montenegro, which has gained at least one 
notable victory, driving the Turks and slay. 
ing 5,000 of them. 

The powers of Europe are said to be ne. 

gotiating for mediation without prejudice 
to the interests of either party, [or their 
own]. The Emperor of Russia is reported 
as having said that "the atrocities in Bul
garia deprived Turkey of the sympathy of 
Europe." The St. Petersbu1·g Herald is in 
favor of giving immediate support to the 
provinces. 

The Sultan :Murad of Turkey, so i:ecently 
enthroned, has already abdicated,- ill 
health reported as the cause. Foreign dis
patches betoken that Turkey is in the pres
ence of another crisis. Greece is indignant 
at the awful deeds of violence and the hor
rible cruelty of the Turks, and fears that 
she will of necessity have to fight Turkev 
for humanity's sake, and probably Russia 
is aching to have a hand in. In either case 
a general war may be. precipitated; and 
when the time comes, in the providence of 
the great Ruler, that which all the nations 
of Europe feel is coming, will come ancl 
not tarry. 

We notice in the case of Ann Eliza 
against Brigham Young, that Chief Jus
tice Schaeffer has decided that the action 
of Judge :McKean ordering alimony to be 
paid was legal, and that an execution is the 
proper way to raise the money from the 
defendant; but he has reduced"the amount 
from $500 per month to $100, or sum total 
from $18,000 to $3.600. 

It is said that the blight that is so much 
noticed about choice fruit trees is caused 
by the stinging of the trees by tl:re cicada, 
or seventeen year locusts, in the past, or 
not far back. The Syracuse Journal, New 
York, says that in that state, black spots in 
the bark betray the injury to the limb, 
which in time 1vithers, and the leaves die. 

Thirty thousand workmen are reported 
as being out of work in New York city. 

On account of the destruction of crops, 
a famine is imminent in four districts of 
China. 

"\!VEST WHEELING, Va., 
July 1st, 1876. 

Br. Joseph:-Since last writing, I have 
been laboring in West Va., Eastern Ohio, 
and Pennsylvania. In West Wheeling I 
baptised one; others were investigating the 
doctrine. I propose visiting them again 
this fall. The work in the district seems 
to be in a better condition than heretofore. 
The brethren are more alive to the work 
and beginning to feel the responsibility 
that rests upon them touching the work of 
the last days. The conference for the Pitts
burgh district, met in West Wheeling. We 
had a very good time; Brethren Craig, Ells, 
and Foss preached during the conference, 
in which much instruction was given. I 
had there the pleasure for the first time of 
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meeting with Br. and Sr. Foss. Br. F. is a 
very agreeable man, and a good preacher. 
He left the above named place for Maine, 
I hope the blessing of God may attend his 
labors. June 15th, brethren Craig aud 
Devore visited Hunter, preached a few · 
times and baptised three; others were in
vestigating. Br. Devore is president of the 
\Vest Wheeling Branch ; is an earnest broth
er, and is loved by all the faithful saints. 
I leave this place on to.morrow for Bel
mont branch, where I expect to remain a 
few weeks and harvest, before going to 
Monroe county branch. Let us pray that 
God may send more laborers into the vine
yard, there are calls for preaching every
where. I remain your brother in hope of 
Zion, JAMES BROWN. 

hamism. Br. Short and myself visited 
several points, in the vicinity of the Olive 
Branch, and preached, wherever we could 
get an opening On one occasion we were 
expecting to hold a meeting at a school 
house; and as soon as it was known that 
we had an appointment, the trustee forbade ~ 
the opening of the door, for any exercise 
either political, or religious. We felt ~ 
little chagrinned, but consoled ourselves 
with the thought that he could not stop the 
great latter.day work in all the world, by 
shutting the door of one district school 
·house. 

On another occasion we were preaching 
on the subject of the Apostasy, in a house 
in Ripley County. I quoted Isa. 24: 5, 
and, as a consequence, was urging the 
point that the Bible provided not only for 

L D P C I d a Reformation in the last day's but also "'or ILLY ALE, erry o., n ., ,, 
. . July 3d, 1876. a Restoration. The point was seen by a 

Dear Hemld ;-Although we have be;in Baptist preacher, who was present, and who 
silent for a season, so that you have not believes that the church has come down to 
heard anything from us in southern Indi- our day, in an unbroken line from John 
ana, yet we have not forgotten you; nor the the Baptist, and he filed an objection; 
glorious cause that you advocate. On the which resulted in a joint. meeting on the 
other hand, we feel that our love for, and following Wednesday night, to examine 
interest in the great mission of the truth is the merits of the case. I tried to arrange 
increasing. with him, in regard to the "question," and 

Since last writing I have been traveling ~overni~g rules, bu~ could effect nothing 
foe greater part of my time, and trying to till the time of meetmg. We met in disor
extend the influences of those principles der, but he finally agreed to affirm a ques
which we so much rejoice in. tion embodying the above named idea. 

During April and J\fay, I traveled in FirstargumentwasaHistoricone; Second 
company with Br. M. T. Short, whom I a Prophetic one, being based on Dan. 2: 44'. 
found to be a very genial companion, and J\fat. 16: 16; Third, I9entity of Faith and 
generally busy,-trying to do somethin.e: to Doctrine; Fourth, Church Organization. 
forward the work. We first visited J effer- But it need only .be said that the oftener 
son County, staying a few days with the the effort, the more palpable the failure. 
Saints of the Union Branch. We held a Each chord that he fingered harmonized 
few meetings, and had the pleasure of bap- with ou1' tune, and timed to our march; 
tizing, and confirming one-Sr. Sarah each point, was designed to elicit light. 
Northcutt; after which we went to Ohio On June 3rd, 4th, and 5th we held our 
County, being taken there by Br. A Fisher. district conference, with the Saints of the 
As the circumstances, were impropitious Union Branch. I think I can safely say 
for holding meetings in that part, we only that we have ne'.'er held a better conference 
remained one week. vVe did obtain the in the District I believe there was more 
use of a school house for one evening, but saints in attendance, than at any previous 
we were so much interrupted by some in- one, t<nd the Spirit of unity and love pre
toxicated boys, that we did not try to con- vailed throughout, which was truly en
tinue our meetings. While we were thus couraging. I pray that these principles, 
interrupted by the boys we thought that it together with faith, may increuse among the 
told well for the stamina of the old men who saints of God, continually. With a united 
were present. and faithful effort in behalf of the cause 

We then turned our course westward to -a striving "together for the faith of th~ 
Ripley County, arriving there April 25th. gospel," impelled by a love of God and man, 
Vie stopped with Br. W. F. Gilliland, and thecausewillmove,andprospergloriously. 
had the pleasure of meeting Br. W. H. What can hinder? 
Kelley, whom we had not seen for more After the conference Br. Short and my. 
than a year, and who "chatted" to us lively self were separated, he went to Lawrence 
till quite midnight on Utah affairs. We county and I to Perry county, where I 
we;·e very much interes.ted in the conver- arrived on the 17th of June. I immediately 
sat10n: Br. Kelley, thmks that t)le Re- began a series of meetings at Pleasant 
orgamzed Church, ought to blow the rams I Ridge, continuingthemforoneweek. The 
horns as.loud as anybody around the fall- result was the accession of one membe.r to. 
ing walls of that modern Jericho,-Brig- the branch-Sr. Nancy Cronen. I then 
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"\Vent to Hyde's school house-some ten I seems to be about six in ten on the averao-e 
'miles east of Lilly Dale, where we held who truly lay hold of the ~ork with a f~li 
~our me~tings, an.d left some almost ready ?etermination to endure to the encl or die 
rnr baptism. I thmk there are several there m the field. 
·who will yet take hold of the work. I I do not wish to be a fault finder but I 
think to go to Crawford county to-mo1Tow. would like to see the saints alive in the 
Pray for us. Yours in hope, C. SCOTT. work, but true it is that some are like coals 

that will not remain alive without the bel
'VV ASHOE CITY, N evacla, July 4, 1876. lows blowing all the time, and, as Bro. 

Bro. H. A. Stebbius :-Perhaps some of Brand once said, new ones at that. There 
the brethren and sisters who are acquaint- are, however, some of the best of men in 
eel with me would like to hear from me. this branch. 
J\Ty health has been improving ever since Bro. D. S. Mills and Joseph Clapp have 
brethren Gillen and Ula pp achninisterecl to just closed a course oflectures in this city, 
me in Oregon, five years ago. I still use and I think there has been a good deal of 
crutches some, but my limb has improved the right kind of seed sown. I hope and 
very much. Perhaps I shall never be able trust that it "will spring and give an hun: 
to use it fully, but I still have hopes, and · . drecl fold. Bro. Clapp has now gone to 
have faith that Goel will heal me in his Los Angelos to hold a discussion with a 
own due time. He has blessed me in an- Disciple Elder. l\fay Goel bless him in de
swer to prayer many times. I am trying fending the truth so that the honest may 
to live right, and I wish the saints to 'pray see and learn the way of the Lord. 
for me. JHy love to all the household of The saints are anxiously looking for the 
faith. Your sister in Christ, coming of Bro. Joseph Smith to thiH 

TRYPHENA E. DA vrs. coast. Praying that we may prove faithful 
to our trust, I remain yours in the gospel, 

TRURO, Ill., July 8th, 1876. 
Brother Joseph:-I was made to rejoice 

a few days since by hearing my eldest son 
-express a determination to obey the gospel 
the first opportunity; another proof to me 
that foe Lord hears and answers prayer. 

We have had little preaching sinc.e Bro. 
Heynolcls left Victoria three years ago, and 
•our little branch was disorganized by the 
district conference; still I have cherished 
a hope that some live elder would vet be 
sent to preach in this region, as I ·firmly 
believe there will yet be· a branch raised 
up here in the Lorch own good time. JYiy 
son called in, this morning, and requested 
me to send for the Herald for him, for he 
thought that was the best paper he could 
have- His wife does not understand the 
doctrine, and, like a good many others is 
somewhat prejudiced. S-i;sAN :E. COOK. 

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., 
July 12th, 187G. 

Bro. Stebbins :-I love this glorious work 
of the latter days, and I rejoice in anv thing 
that marks its onward course. I would be 
glad to have the Herald a weekly, and am 
willing to pay the additional expense. I 
:thii;ik all the saints will do every thing in 
then· power to roll on this last dispensation. 
Times are hard here now and money is 
scarce, while a great many ~re out of work, 
and others are working one half time, 

This branch in San Francisco is in as 
good a condition as it ever has been since 
I have been a member of it; still there are 
some who hang back and do little or noth
ing. I think also that some of us will have 
to mend our ways or we may not be able 
"to stand when He appeareth." There 

CHARLES A. PARKIN. 

BLAIR, Neb., July 10th, 1876. 
BJ'o. Stebbins :-I will take the opper

tunity of writing a few lines to the Herald 
from this part of the country. The saints 
here are in a very scattered condition. We 
have but few meetings and there are none 
in the branch who feel, capable of preach
ing to those outside; and, if any one at
tempts to preach about among the pe.ople, 
they will mention one who has done so 
badly to both saints and the world that he 
had to leave the country, and ask if we be
long to the same society he clicl. 

Had it not been for him and another I 
think that a great deal of good could have 
been clone in this vicinity. Brother Peter
son is doing all that he can to build up 
Zion's cause, but he is only able to preach 
in the Scanclanavian language. If a pa
tient, faithful, laboring elder would come 
I think he would be well rewarded. Yours 
in peace, M. NELSON. 

81 William St., Lo:tn:ioN, Ontario, 
July 3rd, 1876. 

B1'. Joseph Sinith:-I hope you will ex
cuse me for addressing you; but as I have 
seen invitations to all who felt an interest 
in the Hemld's progress to send what they 
could for it, I send you this poetry. By 
way of explanation I will say it was written 
and sent to me by my brother-in-law whose 
wife came from Toronto to visit us about 
the beginning of May, and when she had 
been in the house a few minutes the Lord 
through her little brother, ten years of age, 
bade her OBEY his gospel, which she did, 
after a. few days consideration. Then the 
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Lord blessed her with other gifts and pro. 
mises, all of which she communicated by 
letter to her husband, who being a local 
preacher in the Methodist Church and an 
l1onest man consider~d her move a strange 
one, but he determined to examine and see 
for himself. So he came to London and 
was convinced and baptized. He received 
the promise that the day would speedly 
dawn when he would be clothed with au. 
thority from God. He then went back to 
his home. On the train, going to their 
conference, were some of the ministers who 
had tried to get him into the ministry with 
them; but he arrived at home strong in the 
GOSPEL. Now those he used to preach to 
say he is crazy, and that his brain is soft
ening, but he wrote a nice letter to me ask
ing one or two questions, which Br. Briggs 
is going to answer, and sent with the piece 
of poetry which, if you think worthy, I 
would very much like to see in the Herald. 
Your brother, Wr:LLIA~I CLOW. 

[See article "Seaton Gossip.] 

IN.LAND, Cedar Co., Iowa, 
July 10, 1876. 

Bro.Joseph :--You will see by the minutes 
of the quarterly conferences of the Kewanee 
district and the Sub-district, what seems to 
be a clash; but I hope it will all turn out for 
the good of the cause of the gospel truths. 
The facts in the case are these : Last fall, 
at a conference held at Buffalo Prairie, 
there was a resolution passed separating 
the Sub-district from the Kewanee district, 
making the Mississippi river the line. The 
latter part of September there was a dis
trict conference held in the Sub-district. 
Since then until our late conference nothing 
has been done in the Sub-district; except
ing a few sermons preached in our branch 
by Brn. Ruby and Patterson. Our branch
€S were going clown and saints getting 
cold and indifferent. But thanks to our 
kind heavenly Father, they have all 
awakened to a sense of their duties. At 
our late conference we concluded that we 
would sit still no longer, but would arise 
and put our shoulders to the wheel and 
help roll forth that stone which was cut 
out of the mountain without hands. In order 
that we might be self.supporting, ancl that 
our powers might be more concentrated, 
we organized ourselves into a separate 
district, and, happily, selected a real good 
man for our president, for he has proved 
himself as such already. The Davenport 
branch had not had any meetings for more 
than a year. Bro. Larkey, by' the help of the 
Spirit of Goel, has got them all straight
ened up, and the branch is in good work
ing order. Our little branch had grown 
cold, and ceased to meet together; but, 
thanks to our Father in heaven, we had a 
sacrament meeting yesterday, in which the 

good Spirit prevailed; and every one of 
the saints, young ancl old, came forward 
an cl bore their testimony to the truth of the 
glorious gospel, which has been revealed 
to us through the administration of angels 
in these latter clays. 

With love ancl faith in the great work of 
truth, I remain your brother, 

E. l\L vVILDEmIL:TH. 

CnESCEKT CrTY, Iowa, 
July 18th, 1876. 

Brother H. A. Stebbins:-Having arri:vell 
home, which I did on the 14th of July I 
thought to write a few words regarding the 
mission to Denmark. I am glad to say 
that during the latter part of my stay there, 
the opportunities for preaching were much 
better, ancl that the prospect for a success
ful mission, if continued and sustained, is 
good. Nine have been baptized, six in 
Aalbarg and three in Copenhagen; and be
fore this time I think there are others who 
have obeyed the ordinance; at least their 
desire when I left was to do so. 

I left brother Fyrando in tolerable good 
health and good spirits, and I believe that 
he will remain there until next spring. It 
is to be hoped that the saints will not for
get to uphold him in their petitions to the 
giver of all good; and not only that, but 
also that they might make an effort to sus
tain the mission with some of their temporal 
means, for it is needed. Praying for the 
prosperity of the work of God throughout 
the land. I remain your brother in thc-
covenant of peace, H. N. HANSOC\. 

OREGON, Holt Co., :M:o., 
July 18th, l87G. 

Bro. Joseph.-The saints generally are 
feeling well here, and are striving to do 
their duty, as much so as the circumstan
ces that surround them will permit, ever 
ready to do their duty in spiritual things, 
and ever willing to do their duty in tem
poral things; but their pockets are weak 
at the present, yet, with the bounteous Cl'OJY 

prospects before us, and the heavy wheat 
harvest alre'ady gathered in, we have rea
son to be thankful to our Heavenly FatheL 
Ancl, with a continued outpouring of the 
Comforter, so that the saints may still be 
found in duty's way, I have a hope that the 
now scanty roll of subscribers for the Her
ald may be enlarged to such proportions 
as it ought to assume in this corner of the 
vineyarcl. And that not only the Heralcl 
subscriptions may be, increased, but that 
every temporal duty may be performed, as 
well as those purely spiritual, is my prayer. 

We are still fighting the enemy with the 
truth, although our l\Iethoclist friends ma
neuvered us out of our school house lately. 
Our Baptist, and other friends, threatened 
to break up our meetings and drive us out 
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from another place we had, but when the 
time arrived, only the privates were there, 
but the leader was not. I pTesume he came 
to the conclusion that prudence was the 
better part of valor, and so did not put in 
"1n appearance. We had a peaceful little 
meeting, told our message, and I believe 
good was done, and that tb.ose present felt 
well. Accessions come slowly, but I be
lieve that many throughout this country 
me investigating, and some are near the 
kingdom. That the clay may soon come 
when all the honest in heart may be gath
ered in, and Zion be redeemed, is the pray
{ff of your brother, 

Ht:TCHINSOK, Col., 
July 19th, 1876. 

Bro. Stebbins :-I reached home three 
days ago; found all well. I was gone 
nearly three months, and had a very good 
trip; preaching almost constantly, and to 
large and attentive congregations. Bap
tized only two, yet I feel satisfied that my 
trip was a success, for many are believing 
and rnjoicing in the truth. 

Your brother in Christ, 
F. C. \YARJ'>l-::Y. 

with a few. Thanked the Lord for our no
ble republic, a land of liberty ancl freedom, 
and prayed for its perpetuity, with in
creased prosperity, honor, and glory anoth
er hundred years. Thought of the millions 
being spent·in gay festivities aud vain show, 
to gratify pride and pleasure, while the 
kingdom of truth languishes for needful 
support; and mused, that this is a strange 
old world; that God's ways (of moving his 
work) are not as man's ways, and at this 
slow rate we ·will need an other century in 
which to convert the world. 

Since last writing I haYe made a visit to 
Iowa. At Rudd I 1vas kindly entertained 
by Sr. Connor ancl other friends of the 
cause. I held several meetings at that 
place and vicinity with attentive hearers. 
Considerable interest was awakened, and I 
only regretted that circumstances were not 
favorable for staying longer. The Jifetho
dists were ahead with a quarterly, to be fol
lowed by a campmeeting, for which ample 
and extensive preparations had been made. 
I hope to rnturn there ere long to continue 
the work. 

From Rudd I went to Charles City, 
where I was entertained by Bro. J. Patten. 
He had procured the use of the Baptist 
church for meetings, and announced that 

Lnrn CRYSTAL, Blue Earth Co., :Minn., a "I\Iormon elder would preach," &c. 
July 15th, 1876. Curiosity was aroused and quite a number 

Br. J. 8mith.-The present writing finds turned out, thinking that it would be 
me with friends at this place, in the midst amusing, if not instructive, to hear one of 
of summers delights, and a prospective such a faith. I:"tah and polygamy were 
rich harvest ahead. Hoppers damaged the doubtless ringing in their ears. While on 
crops in some localities; but, according to the way to meeting, I remarked to a friend 
report, they are rapidly leaving the state. that this was an extraordinary liberal move 
.Heavy rains did some injury, but we think for the Baptists; that it coulcl not last long. 
every one should feel thankful that the However, we concluded that it being the 
prospect of plenty is so flattering. ,Enough, Centennial, perhaps they had caught some 
.and to spare, will be produced the present of the liberal fire of '·7G, and were mudng 
season, judging from the indications. Of along with the tide of progress, and doing 
comse some will not raise so manv bush- to others as they would be done by. On 
els of grain, nor make so much clear mo- aniving at the church saw that we hall 
ney as they could wish, or have calculated been assigned the basement; but found no 
on but this could not well be without not fault, as it Vl'as neatly anangecl, yet it was 

believing in miracles, in these latter not large enough to seat the audience, for 
days, but actually performing them. The many came to the door and went a·way. 
cry of hard times will be heard, which of Profound attention was paid, and the au
comse will be attributed to the misrule of dience was soon impressed that their idea 
the republican party, which will find an of fun was a mistake; that there was some
antidote when the democratic candidate thing weighty and sound about the faith of 
shall be duly inaugurated on the fourth of the saints. ?!Ieeting passed in an orcledy 
:March next. Doubtless a new impetus,will way, and we left an appointment for the 
then be given to our national industries, next evening. Morning came, and with it 
and the future open up with the glory and tidings that it was agreed upon to close the 
prosperity that blsssed the clays of \Yash- church against us that evening, which was 
ington, Jefferson and "old Hickory," to clone. They fancied that what might be 
welcome the dawning of a new Centennial. said would be so absurd and ridiculous 
Who knows? that it would be hailed at once as perverse; 

The Centennial Fourth uassecl with me but when naught but truth shone into the 
in a quiet way; I could not reach Phila- surrounding darkness, giving rebuke to 
delphia, and concluded that if I could not their time-honored errors, they thought it 
be Alexander, I would be Diogenes; so I I not wise to allow theil' flock t'o listen longer. 
passed the time, not in a tub exactly, but 1 We then applied for the Disciple chutch. 
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The trustees agreed, and the people voted 
that we shonld have the use of the church. 

We announced meetings for the week 
and for Sunday evening following. By 
Friday night, several of the old guardians 
began to be very much disquieted; and to 
group off and talk in whispers. No fault 
could be found with what was said, but it 
wasn't their doctrine, ·and it was having an 
enticing effect upon the hearers. Some 
expressed their belief in what was said, and 
\his moved the shepherds to send for the 
absent chief-shepherd, and on Sundaymorn
Yng he occupied the stand. At the close of 
Bervices he announced that he would 
preach in the evening. I had a published 
announcement at the same time and place. 
Evening came, and, going to the church, I 
found him in the stand. I sat down quiet
ly, and fought one of the hardest battles 
that I ever fought, right within myself. 
Consent of the trustees and vote of the peo
ple gave me the church; I had made my 
announcement; right and law were on my 
side, and to stand being crowded out, I 
thought unmanly. I was about to march 
up to the stand and occupy, when I re
membered that the "servant of the Lord 
should not strive," and that christianity 
has its own way of winning victories, so 
let him proceed. His subject was, "Pure 
and undefiled religion." 

At the close of services, I reminded them 
of the course they had persued; that they 
had granted me the house and, without no
tifying me, had made an appointment and 
crowded me out. I asked if that was their 
idea of "doing ,,pure and undefiled relig
ion,'' &c. My sermon was short but it out
weighed all that he said, and the victory 
went in my favor. He arose and said that 
"It makes no difference if you had procur
ed the church, I want no such in here." 
'rhe people looked amazed. I thought of 
the Pope, Brigham Young, and all of the 
little bigots and domineering upstarts in 
range of memory. I left the audience 
whispering and chatting over the situation. 
I hope to return there so soon as practica
ble, for I thought that I could, in the dis
tance, see many rising up for the truth in 
that place; and I am all encouraged over 
the prospect. 

June 25th, I held meeting on the camp 
ground in Fillmore, Minn., a good feeling 
prevailed. Rain prevented a repetition of 
services. This town has just been treated 
to an old fashioned Methodist camp meet
ing; and from the way they lamented and 
groaned last night, one might fancy that 
the cruel Sioux had just been through on 
the war path, and left a few to w<iep and 
mourn over the remains of loved ones slain 
in battle. 

The saints here, six in number, are well 
and strong in the faith. As ever, 

' W1r. H. KELLE·Y. 

GnLFORD, Chenango Co., N.Y., 
July 24th, 1876. 

Br. Henry.-Feeling that you would ac' 
cept a few lines from me, I will give you a 
brief relation of my journey thus far. I 
staid one night with my nephew in Chica. 
go, and from there came to Syracuse, N.Y., 
and visited my relatives; also visited Bro ... 
Seely at Savannah, with whom I had 111. 
pleasant time. I found him to be a worthy 
man, and it was hard for me to part with< 
him. JI.fay the Lord bless him and hi& 
wife in their declining years. I distributed' 
some tracts in Syracuse, and talked the· 
principles of the gospel, enjoying a very 
good time. Shall visit all the brethren I 
can in my rounds. Praying that the good 
Spirit will direct your course in wisdom, 
as ip. prayer I have felt that he would, I re
main yours in hope of the first resurrec-
tion. ISRAEL L. ROGEBS. 

KIRTLAND, Ohio, July 18th, 1876. 
Bro. H. A. Stebbins :-I had the pleasure· 

of baptizing one on Sabbath; formerly a 
member of the Congregational Church. 
During the day we had a pleasant time; 
the Spirit of our Master being with us. At 
10 1-2 o'clock I preached from Mat. 8 : 20. 
vVe had, among others, an Episcopal min
ister and his wife in attendance. I had 
some conversation with him after service, 
and he was very sociable. He asked con
cerning the doctrines of the church. 

After my return from the west I was. 
called upon to administer to an aged sister, 
who had fallen and injured her right knee. 
She was not able to walk without the aid 
of crutches; her knee became stiff, and 
she suffered much. I anointed. her with 
oil and laid my hands upon her, offered a 
prayer, and when I concluded, the sister 
arose and walked as well as ever, praising 
God for his goodness. The Lord has 
blessed us in many ways-and still remem
bers us. Truly I rejoiee in the latter day 
work; for "we speak that we know, ancl 
testify to that we have seen." 

Yours in the "one faith," 
JosEPH F. McDowELL.. 

01L\.HA, Nebraska, 
July 25th, 1876. 

Deai· Hemlcl:-This day at 11: 50 a. m .. 
myself and a number of the brethren or 
this place gave the parting hand to Br. Jo
seph Smith as he boarded the train for the 
west. He has gone to visit the brave saints 
on the Pacific Slope, and to labor in the in
terests of the Reorganized Church. That 
he may do much good is the prayer of 
many hearts. He came to Council Bluft:S. 
July 18th, and labored incessantly while 
here, visiting- and preaching at Harlan,. 
Council Bluffs, and Omaha. He received 
invitations to visit other places, and he· 
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would have gladly accepted, for all are 
alike to him, but time wonld not permit 
any further delay. The saints in the above 
·places acknowledge themselves blessed 
through his labors. And it is believed that 
many who are not of us, rnceived favorable 
impressions through his able teachings. 

'I' 'The ~aints felt at parting with him a sorrow 
~ that none but saints can feel; while some 

not of us said, "G{)od bye, ]\fr. Smith, may 
you prosper wherever you go." He antic
ipates returning in time fo1~ the Semi-An
nual Conference. What may grow out of 
his visit westward must.be determined by 
time, for which we can afford to wait, if we 
continue to work righteousness. 

Yours in Christ, J. C. 

O:>IAHA, Neb., Jnly 30th, 18i6. 
Bro. H. A. Stebbins:-Bro. Joseph was 

with us on Monday of the 23d, preaching 
in the evening to a crowded house. H\l 
hacl good attention; and many that were 
,greatly prejudiced against us as a church 
-and against tM claims of Joseph were as
tonished. Their prejudice was rem9ved, 
-and some said he was well worthy the title 
given him. The saints were strengthened 
and encouraged, and the cloud that has 
been hanging over this vicinity is beginning 
.to pass away and the sun to shine upon us. 
May it continue to shine until it enlightens 
every honest soul. I am, clear brother, 
yours for Christ, W. J\I. Ru1'IEL. 

SwEET Hmm, N odawav Co., J\Io., 
July 24th, 1876~ 

Br. Stebbins:-I write to let you know 
that we are all alive in this district· Bro. 
T. W. Smith was here and preached four 
·discourses, and was well received by the 
people. 

We local elders are doing what we can 
in presenting the word also, and prospects 
for preaching in the district look well, for 
there are a great many calls for preaching, 
but the laborers are few, and it has been 
hard times for the last two vears on ac
-count of the crops having failecl; two years 
-ago the drouth, and last year we were vis. ' 
ited by the destructive grasshopper. These 
things have thrown us back so that we can 
not travel and preach as we used to do, but 
we do all we can, and we distribute tracts. 
'iYe would like to distribute more, as we 
think they do great good, for some will 
read them who would not hear the preach
ing. 

It .is my prayer that this kingdom may 
rnll on, ancl that every elder may do his 
duty to help it along; for if we should do 
nothing then the priesthood authority will 
be a curse to us, but if we discharge our 
duties it will be a blessing. J\Iay we be 
worthy to meet Christ at his coming. 

your brother, WILLIAM POWELL. 

OsBORNE Co., Kan., 
.July 24th, 1876. 

Br. Stebbins:-I submit to you the fol
lowing for publication. Since I wrote last 
I have preached five times wit~1 good lib
erty, and baptized ekrnn souis into the 
family ancl fold of Goel, and prospects are 
still good for more, and that we will soon 
organize a branch of eighteen or twenty 
members. I requested Br. Joseph to send 
an able elder here to help in the cause of 
the latter day work, for I felt unable to 
take such a great work upon myself. But 
I am not alone, the Lord is with me to con
firm the word. We hold prayer meetings 
regularly every Sunday evening, in which 
we are greatly blessed with the gifts of the 
gospel. We still ask for help, and for the 
prayers of all the saints. Yours in the 
glorious cause, J. F. JA~nsoN. 

WARATAR, Australia, 
Jnne 29th, 18'76. 

Br. Joseph Smith:-Your letter of Feb. 
24th I received two weeks ago. Twenty 
five parsels of books received all right. 
Heralds are received regularly, and they 
bring us much comfort. I have been in a 
new field, where I met with much opposi
tion ancl abuse through the papers. Over 
four months among strangers and never 
saw the face of a Latter Day Saint. It was 
then, dear brethren, that I saw the wisdom 
of sending the elders two and two.. I was 
alone ancl my testimony being single, hacl 
not the full effect with this people, for they 
need so much convinqing and proof for 
everything. But the Lord greatly helpecl 
me in my defence of the gospel; and he 
raised me friends in hours of need. I have 
proven the goodness of God and His 
promises to the elders. After a hard strug
gle for five months I baptized two most ex
cellent men, heads of families; an cl several 
others promised to unite with us on my 
return after the winter is over. A good 
field is open for an elder, friends in many 
places; several are taking the Herald and 
six Books of Mormon are ordered, also 
other works; and there is general enquiry 
to know more of us. I am sorry indeed 
that no one has been sent from conference 
to our help. We have no prnachers among 
us but Br. Ellis, ancl his time is otherwise 
engaged. Br. J\Iarriott, president of the 
Waratah.Branch, is a most excellent man, 
but none can render much assistance in 
spreading the work; so you see how I am 
placed. But my work is before me; and, 
although this mission has been to my family 
a great sacrifice temporally, still I believe 
the Lord will provide. I am but a poor 
instrument in the hands of .the Church, yet 
by the help of a higher power I will try 
and overcome the evil and magnify my 
calling with honor. 
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I humbly ask to be remembered at the 
throne of grace, knowing that God will hear 
the petitions of His faithful servants. I 
often think of the great responsibility you 
are called to bear, but feel assured that the 
Lord will raise you up great and good men 
to assist. The Church seems to be coming 
to a better.understanding of the revelations; 
and measures are shaping for what I have 
longed to see, even Zion to be established, 
and a people assembled worthy to possess 
the land and to build a house unto the 
Lord. 

Should you visit Decatur County I would 
be pleased if you would call and see my 
family. They have at present their own 
troubles; or a line from you woulcl give 
them much comfort. 

My kind regards to Br. Blair and all the 
saints. Your brother in the gospel, 

G. RODGER. 

FARMINGTON, Iowa, 
July 25th, 1876. 

Brother Henry:-! have just returned 
from Keokuk, where a pleasant time was 
had at the dedication of their church. 
:Uiark H. Forscutt was there and attended 
to the same, and also remains there to con
tinue his meetings through this week. 

Your brother in the gospel of Christ, 
JOHN H. LAKE. 

DEs :MoINES, Iowa, 
July 22d, 1876. 

Bro. H . .A. Stebbins:-Bro. J. W. Briggs 
is present with us. We thought the debate 
would have taken place ere this, between 
him and Mr. Fitzgerald, the great Spiritu
alist, for it was to have commenced on the 
14th inst., near Adelphi. Bro. Briggs was 
present at the time appointed, but no Fitz
gerald, but he sent a note which arrived on 
the evening of the 13th, stating that he 
could not attend, because the storm had 
damaged his property. A crowd of people 
had came to hear Bro. Jason get Fitz but 
to their surprise Mr. Fitz did not make his 
:appearance. Rather than to let the people 
go empty away, Bro. Jason preached to 
them twice. Some of Mr. Fitzgerald's 
friends sympathized with him, while others 
said that he had craw-fished out of the de
bate. 

Des Moines Branch has sixty.eight mem
bers, and is in a fair condition. Some of 
the brethren are going to move away. 
Several persons have been baptized during 
the past year. Bro. John Watkins is our 
president, and is a good man. Good men 
are the ones we need in the church in or
der to do a good work. 

I do not like to hear the elders find fault 
with the saints because of their ignorance, 
or because they don't know more than they 
do, for I think we ought rather to exhort 

each other to live in accordance to the 
light we have received and to obtain more. 
I don't think it is right to ignore the efforts 
of faithful men, just because they cannot 
make use of nice language. There is one 
thing I have noticed, that is that halfway 
graduates have a great deal more to say 
about such things than those who h&ve ob
tained a thorough education. I think ed·~ 
ucation is good and ,wisdom is worth 
searching for. With kind regards to yon 
and all, and praying for the triumph of 
Zions cause, I am your brother in the truth, 

EvAN B. MonGAN. 

MACHIAS, Maine, July 13th, 1876. 
Dear Bro. Joseph :-I am home again 

once more, and, to all appearances the 
church and friends were pleased to see me, 
and they gave me a welcome. 

I tried to make myself useful while on 
my mission to Ohio. I only found erte-

'mies because of the gospel! preach. I alSo 
found friends, whom may.Goel bless, is my 
prayer. I had eight houses of worship 
shut against me, attended 285 meetings, 
baptized thirty.four,-,-tweµty-six in Ohio, 
one in Providence, Rhode Island, and sev. 
en in Maine. 

I left Syracuse J'.fay 30th, and attended 
the conference at West Wheeling and had 
a good tin~e. Preached a few times at 
Warnock and baptized two. I was at Al
legheny City, Pa., two days, and at Phila
delphia I staid two clays. There I joined 
company with Bl'o. E. Banta, of Sandwich,' 
Ill. He is a man of God and doing alI 
that he can to bring souls to Christ. He 
is well liked by all who hear his voice, so 
far as I have learned. 

Myself, wife, and Bro. Banta came to 
Providence by way of New York City. 
Myself and wife stayed over Sunday in 
Providence, but Bro. Banta went to Fall 
River, Mass. He says that he had a good 
visit, and found kind hearted saints. He 
returned to Providence and we journeyed 
to the City of Boston. There we received 
a warm greeting. From Boston we came 
by rail to Portland, Maine, and there took 
the steamer Lewiston down the rough coast 
of Maine. Myself and Bro. Banta stopped 
at Sedgwick, where we met with a hearty 
welcome from Bro. Edmund Gray of Brook
ville, who conveyed us to the above named 
place, where we held meeting on Sunday; 
Bro. Banta· occupied the few golden mo
ments. :Monday and Tuesday attended 
conference at Little Deer Isle; baptized • 
four and had a refreshing time. :F'.rom 
there to Jonesport, where we occupied the 
time for a few days. 

On Sunday evening last I was called to 
West Gouldsbouro to administer to Bro. 
:Michael Holland, who had been sick a few 
days. He had called a physician who gave 
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him a heavy close of poison medicine and 
he lived but a few hours. This should be 
a warning to all saints not to trust in the 
arm of flesh. The Lord says that his saints 
should not be nourished by the hand of an 
enemy. I've no doubt the brother has gone 
to rest in the paradise of God. He was 
well liked also by those out of the church, 

· aiird is greatly missed and mourned. He 
<liectffe.July 9th, 1876, age not know~. He 
left a wife and five young children, whom 
mav the Lord bless. 

:iiyself and E. Banta are visiting the 
branches in J\!Iaine. Expect to go to Grand 
J\fanan, N. B., next week. The people are 
desiring to see Bro. Joseph this way once 
more. Hoping that God may prosper his 
cause I remain your humble servant, 

J. 0. Foss. 

NEWTON, Iowa, July 17th, 1876. 
Bro. Stebbins :-I thought I would write 

a few lines from our branch. It is a small 
one, ·rnmbering about forty-six members, 
who are considerably scattered; but they 
are all willing to do their part to build up 
the kingdom of God. 

Bro. :Briggs has been in this vicinity 
about a month, preaching the word of God. 
I believe, Bro. Stebbins, that Bro. Briggs 
found a people here who have the faith that 
was once delivered to the saints of the Most 
High. We made a subscription for the 
Utah chapel, and received about seventy 
dollars from the Newton branch alone; 
and I know that the district will make up 
more11by the first of November. Bro. 
Briggs has done considerable good in this 
district. I cannot tell whether the discus
sion will come off or not; this week will 
tell the story. Your unworthy brother, 

JOHN X. DAVIS. 

Pittsburgh District. 
The above conference met in West Wheel

ing, Belmont county, Ohio, June 10th, 1876, 
at 2 o'clock p.m.; James Brown, president; 
L. R. Devore, secretary, pro. tein. John C. 
Foss was invited to take part in the pro
ceedings. 

Branch Reports.-Pittsburgh 7D members, 
l baptized, 3 received by letter of removal; 
Belmont 19 members, 1 baptized; West 
Wheeling 14 members, 1 baptized, 3 expel
led; Church Hill 21 members, 5 received by 
letter. 1 by vote, 1 expelled. Jos. Parsons 
reported no change in the l\Iansfield branch. 

Report of district treasurer for the quar
ter ending May, 1876: On hand last report 
$13.41, received from Pittsburgh branch 
$16.30, total $29.71; paid to Br. James 
Brown, by vote of conference, $13.41, bal
ance on hand $16.30. 

Elders James Brown, Josiah Ells, James 
Craig, L. R. Devore and J. C. Foss report
ed_ Priests A. R. Willson, S. W. Hogue, 
and teacher James Fryman, and deacon;, 
Benjamin W. l\IcCormick, reported. 

Resolved that we adopt the "Rules of Or
der" to govern our deliberations. 

Resolved that Stephen W. Hogue be or
dained to the office of au elder. He was· 
ordained by Josiah Ells and J. C. Foss, the 
former being spokesman. 

James Craig was appointed to preach in 
the evening. 

Sunday, June llth.-Preaching at 10.30· 
a.m. by J. Ells. 2 p.m.-It was order~d 
that S. W. Hogue receive an eider's license; 
also that Samuel Hamilton be granted an 
eider's license; and that Robert Wiper's 
priest's license be renewed. 

Resolved that the money in the hands of 
the district treasurer be subject to the can 
of James Brown, the district president. 

Preaching at night by J. C. Foss. 
Adjourned to meet at the Nauvoo school:1 

house, Marshall county, West Virginia, at 
2 p.m., September 9th, 1876. 

Galland's Grove District. 
The above conference convened at Deloit, 

Crawford county, Iowa, June 2, 3, 4, 1876 ;· 
Eli Clothier president, T. W. Chatburn sec
retary pi·o. tein. The president gave some 
excellent instructions on the duties of the 
saints when assembled in conference. He· 
exhorted the brethren to avoid contention, 
and to let the spirit of meekness and peace 
prevail. 

Officials present: 1 of the twelve, 2 high 
priests, 14 elders, 3 priests, 1 teacher, 3 
deacons. 

The "Rules of Order and Debate," as·· 
published by the church were adopted by 
vote. 

Branch Reports.- Ga!land's Grove 160 
members, 17 baptized; Harlan 44 members; 
Boyer Valley 38 members, 1 received by 
letter, 1 by vote, 1 died; North Coon 18 mem
bers, 2 removed by letter, 2 expelled; Th1a
son's Grove 108 members, 7 baptized, 2 re
moved by letter, 1 expelled, 2 died. Camp-· 
Creek reported by Wm. Carroll, no ch:.nge 
since last report. Salem and Boone county 
branches not reported. 

Elders Thomas Dobson, John Pett, John 
A. Mcintosh, James Caffa!I, T. W. Chatburn, 
Charles Butterworth, Robert Montgomery, 
B. F. Wicks, John Hawley, J. W. Chatburn,. 
Robert Butterworth and Eli Clothier report
ed. Priests Cyrus Dobson and Chauncy 
Williamson reported. ' 

Report of Bishop's agent.-Had received 
since last report $66.10, paid out to the min
istry $16.10, and sent to Bishop I. L. Ro· 
gers $50. 

7 p.m.-Preaching by James Caffall. 
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Saturday, 9 a.m.-The case of Br .. John 
]founds was disposed of by a committee ap
pointed for that purpose. The committee 
:J:eported favorably, and Br. Rounds was re
stored to full fellowship. Bro. McKenzie 
:Horgan was admitted to membership on his 
original baptism. 

Thos. Dobson, T. W. Chatburn and John 
1£ounds were continued in their present 
iields of labor. Frank Reynolds and John 
B. Swain were, by their request, released 
from their present field of labor. T. W. 
•Chafourn, John Pett and Chas. Butterworth 
were appointed as a committee to investi
. gate and adjust a difficulty in the :Mason's 
·Grove branch. Eli Clothier was sustained 
r..s uresident of the district. 

Resolved that we exert omselves to in
·crease the subscription lists of the Herald 
and Hope, and that we sustain the Board of 
'Publication in the contemplated change to 
a weekiy paper. 

, That the secretary of the district be re
·quested to procure a district record, and 
that the several branches in the district be 
requested to each sl!nd fifty cents to the sec
·;ret.ary to pay for the same. 

That all the elders and priests in the dis
'~Tict labor in their respective neighborhoods 
as much as they can. 

7 p.m.-Preaching by Thos. W. Chatburn 
and John Rounds. 

Sunday, 11 a.m.-Preaching by John A. 
1Iclntosh and James Ca:ffall; at 3·30 p.m. 
by J. W. Chatburn and James Ca:ffall; at 7 
•p.m. a prayer and testimony meeting was 
enjoyed by the saints. A meek, quiet, and 
peaceful spirit prevailed, characteristic of 
him of whom they testified. 

Adjourned to meet at Harlan branch, Sep
·tember 2d and 3d, 1876. 

Eastern :fifaine and Noya Scotia. 
Cf'he above district conference convened 

fo the Pleasant River branch, June 10, 11, 
1876; E. C. Foss, pres.; Otis Foss, sec. 

Branch Reports.-Kennebeck 31 mem
'\1e:rs, Sabbath School 30 scholars, 3 teach
ers; Mason's Bay 34 members; May 35 mem
bers; Pleasant River 15 members, 5 remov
ed by letter; Olive 27 members. 

Officials present: 6 elders, 1 priest, 3 
teachers. 

Resolved that this conference grant Br. 
.fohn Benner an elder's license. 

Emery C. Foss was sustained as president 
and sacretary. 

Saturday evening, prayer and testimony 
meeting. 

Sunday morning the saints met for pray
ei? and exhortation. Many spiritual pray
eI'S and faithful testimonies were offered in 
behalf of the cause of truth. Some sick 
were healed, and one child was blessed. 
iPreaching by Benjamin Rogers and 0. C. 

Foss. The afternoon was devoted to preach
ing by E. C. Foss, J. D. Steel and A. D. Mc
Caleb. Evening, prayer and testimony 
meeting, and the sacrament was adminis
tered. 

The authorities of the church were sus
tained. Appointment of time and place of 
next session was left to the president. 

South Eastern Ohio and Western fir· 
g·inia District. 

The above conference convened at the 
Saint's Hall, Syracuse, Ohio, June 24th, 
1876; David Thomas presiding, and Thos . 
Matthews clerk. Minutes of last confer
ence, in Rerald, read "Eastern Virginia," 
in place of Wes tern Virginia, as it should 
have done. 

Syracuse, Minersville and Lebanon branch 
reports were received. 

Elders' Reports.-David Thomas, David 
Matthews, J. Harris, Rice Williams, Edmund 
Thomas and Thomas Matthews; and t:rach
er Daniel Jones present. David Thomas 
said that he had preached but few times, 
but intends to strive more the coming quar
ter, and Edmund Thomas and Thomas Mat
thews reported about the same deeds and 
intentions. 

The general authorities ef the church 
were sustained, also David Thomas in char()'e 
of the district. " 

Evening, preaching by Thomas Matthews. 
Sunday morning, preaching by Edmund 

'.llhomas and John Harris. Afternoon,-
' prayer, testimony and sacrament mee~ing. 
Evening,-preaching by David Hopkins and 
David Matthews. 

[No date or place of next session stated.] 
-ED. 

String Prairie District. 
Conference was held at String Prairie 

branch, Lee county, Iowa, June 3d and 4th, 
1876; John H. Lake presiding; Samuel Fer
ris clerk, and James McKiernan assistant 
clerk. Prayer by the president. 

Branch Reports.-Pilot Grove, no change; 
Elvaston 17 members; Montrose 44 mem
bere; String Prairie 46 members, 4 remov
ed by letter, 1 died; Burlington 63 mem
bers, 9 baptized, 5 received by letter, 1 re
ceived by vote; Farmington 42 members, 1 
received by vote, 1 died; Rock Creek 36 
members, 8 baptized, 1 received by vote., 

Brethren Lake, Mathews and JllicKiernan 
were appointed as a committee to examine 
the book, "Rules of (')rder," and see wl:>eth
er the district will receive it, to be goV'ern
ed by it. The same conimittee were ap
pointed to arrange the business for this 
session. 

2: 30 p.m.-Prayer by Br. Jas. McKier
nan. Report of Bishop's agent read and 
accepted :-Amount on hand last report 
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$14.52, received since $9.25, paid to Br. J. 
H. Lake $20.75, balance on hand, June 3d, 
1876, 83.02; J. W. Newberry agent. 

Committee on "Rules of Order" reported 
as follows: "That we find it good for the 
government of all the deliberative assem
blies of the church, and would therefore 

,recommend its adoption by this conference, 
and by the branches of this district. Sign
ed, John :Mathews, John H. Lake, James 
:YicKiernan." On motion the book was 
adopted for the government of all the delib
erative assemblies of the district. 

Reports of Elders.- James l\foKiernan 
had labored in the places assigned him, 
preaching nearly every Sabbath, but he de
sired to be released, for, in justice to him
self, he could not continue in the mission. 
He was released by vote. 

J. H. Lake's labors had been very limited 
on account of sickness in his family. Had 
represented the district at the Annual Con
ference, from which he was called home by 
telegraph. Had labored as his circumstan
ces would permit, and preached at Rock 
Creek and Burlington, and at White Oak 
and Dry Ridge school houses. 

John Lambert had been keeping up ap
pointments at Nashville, Lee county, Iowa, 
and had received assistance in preaching, 
and thinks that some will obey. He also 
labors in String Prairie branch. 

Samuel Alcott had not been entirely si
lent; had preached at Nash ville, and found 
quite an interest manifested there; also at
tends to the branch meetings at Montrose. 

Priests' Reports.-Br. Hall had tried to 
magnify his calling, and had taken hold and 
had carried on the meet.ings in the absence 
of the presiding elder. 

A. W. Head had labored in the branch 
over which he presides, and tried to be 
punctual in meeting at the time appointed, 
and they have had good meetings. 

Na than Spicer had endeavored to act his 
part, and wished to do good and present 
the truth whenever he could. 

John Lambert was appointed to labor at 
Naehville a.nd Br. Alcott was associated 
with him. Henry Stevens' mission was in 
his present field of labor. 

Officials present: 1 apostle, 1 seventy, 10 
elders, ·1 priests, 2 teachers, 1 deacon. 

The authorities of the church were sus
tained, and .John H. Lake a,s president of 
the district; the Bishop's agent to assist 
him with funds, if they collie into his hands. 
Samuel Ferris was ~ustained as clerk. 
. ln the evening James J\IcKiernan occu
pied th,,e stand, showing clearly the beauties 
of the gospel. 

On Sabbath morning Br. Lake occupied 
the stand. There was a very large attend
ance, many could not get admittance inside 
the house. We had a pleasant time through-

out the session, and peace reigned. 
Adjourned to meet at Keokuk, September 

2d and 3d, 1876. 

Notice of Debate. 
Bro. H. A. Stebbins :-will you have the· 

kindness to announce in the Herald that !:> 

debate will be held in Ross School House. 
Fremont county, Iowa, to commence at ter., 
o'clock, on Tuesday, 29th of August. 

PROPOSITIONS, 

Does the Bible teach that all the spirit.ua1 
gifts enjoyed by the Church in the apostolic 
age shottld be found in the Church until 
Christ's second coming? 

Affirmed by E. C. Brand. 
Denied by Elder Pirtle, of the Christian 

Church. 
Does the Bible teach that the kingd0m 

established by Christ and his apostles 
should continue on earth till his (Christ's) 
second coming? 

Affirmed by Elder Pirtle. 
Denied by Elder Brand. 
Yours in bonds, E. C. BRAND. 

Kewanee District. 
The next quarterly conference of the Kew-

anee district will convene at Buffalo Prairie, 
September 2d, 1876, at ten o'clock, a. m. 

•The elders will please remember that that is 
the place to transact business for the dis
trict. A good representation will be ex-
pected. H. c. BRONSON, Pres, 

We saw a mosquito work about ten miii
utes yesterday, trying to get his BILL througt. 
the skin of a man who owes us two years' 
subscription. How we laughed at that de
moralized little insect, as, with a look of 
disgust, he folded up his BILL, placed it ii:. 
his pocket, and went for another victim. 

Addresses. 
Joseph R. Lambert, Magnolia, Harriso:li 

county, Iowa. 
Heman C. Smith, care H.J. Hudson, Col

umbus, Platte county, Nebraska. 
John J. Cornish, box 163 B, London, On

tario. 
Charles Derry, Deer Creek, :i\Iadison Co,,. 

Nebraska. · 
Alexander H. Sm;th, Andover, Harrison 

county, l\Io. 
Phineas Cadwell, President of the Second 

Quorum of Elders, Logan, Harrison county, 
Iowa. 

Donald Maule, Secretary of the Second 
Quorum of Elders, l\Iagnolia, Harrison coun
ty, Iowa. 

John C. Foss, l\Iachias, Maine. 
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DIED. 
At Omaha, Nebraska, July 18th, 1875, of' 

brain fever and cholera infantum, .Jenette 
Rausine Bertelsen, youngest daughter of 
Ch:rlstian and Anne Bertelsen, aged 10 
months and 16 days. To the saints who 
showecl their sympathy at our house, and 
who followed the remains to their last rest
inrr place, we offer our heartfelt thanks. 
Fi~e boys have we buried in the past, and 
now our baby girl is taken. 
JTro:n earth's care and troubles she has gone to her 

rest, 
To meet her dear brothers in the 1and of the blest; 

'::i_'hey have sped far av;ay from their pain and their 

But ~~r~~Pe \re may meet them, in the /Coming to~ 
lllOlTOW~ 

At Farmington, Iowa, April 4th, 1876, 
Edward Howard, aged 62 years, 8 months 
and 10 days. He was baptized .May 30th, 

a.nd died in full faith of the gospel of 
Funeral services by elder John H. 

Lake. 
At Valley branch, Carroll county, Mo., 

July 19th, 1876, Br. Wm. B. Adkins, [&ge not 
given]. He loved the gospel of Christ, and 
-00unseled his brethren and sisters to be 
fa:t.hful. 

At London, Ontario, Eiizabeth L. Wilkin
son, dau,,.hter of brother and sister "iVilkin
;;,:~1, aged 4 months. 

'"\veep not, 0 father, for your child, 
And mother do not mourn; 

\Ye know she was so good and mild) 
:But Goel has called her home; 

l3less 1d are they that ha·rn no si::J., 
:For they are clean in heart; 

So m~ you strive to enter in1 

To meet her there anrl ne1er part. 

'.~OESCUTT AXD SHINN DISCUSSION. 
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" HEAl:KEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, FOR THERD SHALL NO'I' ANY MAN AMONG YOU HA VB SAVll I'f BB 
ONlil WIPE; AND CONCUBINES HB SHALL HAVB NONB."-Book of .lllOTmon. 

"WHEN THD RIGHTEOUS ARB IN AUTHORITY, THll PBOPl'.di REJOIOJI; :BUT WHllN THB WIOKBD BEA.RETH 
RULE, THE :PEOPLE MOURN."-Prov. 29: 2. , 

Vol.23. PLANO, ILL., SEPTEMBER 1, 1876. No.17. 

Tile Gatlle1·ing. 

But few things have engaged the at
tention of saints in all ages more than 
·that of the gathering; and latter day 
saints have made it a leading topic of 
thought and conversation. We think 
we are justified in saying that no doc
trine or theory of the church has had 
more hasty, indiscreet, and ill-informed 
·advocatQs than this; that with, perhaps, 
ithe exception of polygamy, none has 
'been so persistently and variously dis
·cussed; and that concerning few other 
topics can it be said there has been so 
much error and wrong. 

There is one right way touching this 
matter, and there may be an infinite 
number of false ways. Wisdom dictates 
that we carefully search for the right, 
and studiously avoid t~i'." wrong. Pa
tient study, unbiassed reflection, and a 
careful following of the Divine guidance, 
in letter and in spirit, is our only and 
reasonable duty in considering and de
ciding upon this matter. 

That the gathering is in harmony 
with the special government of God, 
may be seen in his dealings with his 
chosen people in all· ages,-the fact of 
"the city of Enoch," the fact that Abra
ham, and Jacob, and their families,.dwelt 
separate and apart from those not of 
their precious faith; the fact that, in the 
providence of God, the seed of Jacob 
dwelt in Goshen, instead of being dis
tributed among the corrupt Egyptians; 
and, that :God gathered Israel iJ.Jto Ca
naan, a separate and distinct people;
that he blessed them in gathering them, 
but cursed them by scattering. It is 

Whole No. 353, 

further seen in the very significant say
ing of Jesus : 

"0 ! Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kill
est the prophets, and stonest them that are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have gath
ered thy children, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ;e would 
not."-Matt. 23: 37. 

It is also further seen in the fact, that 
Jerusalem, and its vicinity, up to. the 
time of its being besieged by Titus, was 
the local center of the church, and the 
home of most of the apostles and chief 
ministers. 

That the gathering is in accord with 
the genius of the gospel, is apparent 
from the fruits of the gospel, and the 
Spirit of God, which always attends it. 
The.gospel and the Spirit of Christ tends 
to a separationfrorn whatever is unholy, 
either in principles or persons; and to 
the unification of all things that are un
der their influence and power; and this 
when followed to its legitimate ·results, 
localizes the people of God, that they 
may have a separate place and name. 

The Bible, Book of Mormon, and Book 
of Covenants, abound with evidence that 
God will gather his people in the latter 
days, and before the coming of Christ. 

"When the Lord shall build up Zion, he 
shall appear in glory."-Ps. 102: 6. 

"And the Redeemer shall come to Zion. 
and unto them that turn from transgressfon 
in Jacob, saith the Lord."--Isa. 59: 20. 

The Book of Mormon informs us that 
God will build up a Zion on this conti
nent, in the last days. (Se.e_Ether, 6: 1, 
and Book of Nephi, 10: 1). "The Book 
of Covenants is very full and clear upon 
this point. (See D. C. 36: 12; 45: 12, 
13, 14; 57:1; 58:3; 83:1, 2). 
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In all these texts, with many more I tithing and consecration, the only law by: 
that might be cited, the fact of gather7 which Zion can be built up, and the 
ing is clearly stated, and also many of only !aw under which the saints can, 
its leading objects, and the character of gather there-essential facts to be re
the people to be gathered; all of which membered. 
we shall have occasion to treat more These texts should satisfy the saints, 
fully as we proceed. in regard to the source through which 

Having found that the saints will be revelations must come in the work of' 
eventually gathered to the land of Zion, gathering to, and building up Zion and 
and to the city of Zion and her stakes, her stakes. It should satisfy them that 
we may enquire, Are the saints NOW to be led by others than the "man like 
authorized, and prepared, to gather to, unto Moses,'' is to be led contrary to 
and build up the city of Zion and her the order and appointment of God. 
stakes? To this there can be but one "When the blind lead the blind, they 
true answer,-No. And now for the shall both fall into the ditch." 
reasons. When the Lord would build That the saints are not now author
up Zion, and gather his people to that ized to go up to the place for the city of 
land, under the first Joseph, he gave Zion, and essay to build it up, is seen 
special revelations for that purpose; and in the fact that there is not now a rev
it is but reasonable to expect, that so elation from God either comanding them, 
great a work as the final redemption of or permitting them to do such a work. 
Zion, the gathering of the saints, and The saints were, from 1831 up to, per
the building up of the city, can only be haps, 1838, authorized to do so; but irr 
accomplished by and through the spe- the revelation of 1841 we are plainly 
cial revelations and providences of God, told that the Lord no longer required'. 
given in those times, and to that people that work "at the hands of those sons of 
who are to be gathered.· Nor are we men." D. 0. 107: 15. By this we see 
left to mere conjecture in this matter; that the church was, by the word of' 
for the Lord has said : God, relieved of the duty and obligation 

"The redemption must needs come by 
:power; therefore, I will raise up unt9 my 
people a man, who shall, lead them lilie as 
}loses led the children of Israel."-D. & C. 
100: 3. 

And this leading was by direct rev
elation from God, and through the con
tinued interposition of divine power. 
Another evidence is found in the revel
ation of September, 1832, in the "Con
cordance and Reference Guide." 

"And it shall come to pass that I, the 
Lord God, will send one mighty and strong, 
holding the scepter of power in hi~ hand, 
clothed with light for a covering, whose 
mouth shall utter words, eternal words ; 
while his bowels shall be a fountain of truth, 
to set in order the house of God, to arrange 
by lot the inheritance of the saints, [See 
Num. 34: 17, 18; Josh. 14: 1, 2], whose 
names are found, and th'e names of their 
fathers, and of their children, enrolled in 
the book of the law of God." 

Now this, clearly, is said or the SUC· 

cessor of Joseph the Martyr; and said in 
view of the redemption of Zion, and the 
giving of inheritances under the law of 

to gather to Zion in Missouri, to build 
up a temple and a city unto the name of 
the Lord. 

From these facts we are forced to 
conclude that, when the Lord will have 
the saints gather and build up the city 
of Zion, its temple and its stakes, he wiU 
clearly reveal that matter to his people, 
and reveal it through the legitimate 
channel, the Moses man-the president· 
of the church. Every effort in other 
directions than this is manifestly wrong; 
and though they may evince zeal, cer
tain it is they are not in accordance with 
the order of God. 

That the saints are not now prepared' 
for a work so important and so great as 
the building up of Zion, under the law 
of Zion, is, we think, beyond question. 
And this law, we again remind the 
reader, is the only law by which Zion 
can be built up : 

"Zion cannot be built up unless it is by 
the principles of the !aw of the celestial 
kingdom, otherwise I cannot receive her. 
unto myself; and my people must needs b1r 
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·chastened until they learn obedience, [to 
those principles], if it must needs be by the 
things which they suffer."-D. C. 102: 2. 

That law requires, among other things, 
that all those who gather to Zion and 
her. stakes shall lay all their surplus 
properties before the bishop and his 
counselors, making a complete consecra
tion of the same, and then receive back 
their inheritances at the hands of the 
bishop. D. C: 42: 8, 9, 10 ; 106 : 1, 2; 
also revelation of Sept. 1832, which I 
·now quote, as many do not have it: 

"lt is contrary to the will and command
·ment of God, that those who receive not 
their inheritance bf; consecration, agreeably 
to his law, which he has given, that he may 
tithe his people, to prepare them against 
I.he day of vengeance and burning, should 
have their names enrolled with "the people 
of God ; neither is their genealogy to be 
kept, or to be had where it may be found on 
any of the records or history of the church; 
their names shall not be found, neither the 
names' of the fathers, the .names of the 
children, neither in the hook of the law of 
God, saith the Lord of hosts." 

The "law," here referred to, is doubt-
1ess that which began to be given Feb
'ruary, 1831, (D. C. 42 : 8, 9,10) which 
·the reader will do well to carefully con
. sider, bearing in mind that what is there 
·called "a residue," is evidently the same 
as "the surplus," mentioned in 106: 1, 2. 

"If thou lovest me, thou shalt serve me 
and keep' all my commandments. And be
hold, thou shalt remember the poor, ·and 

,consecrate of thy properties for their sup
port, that which thou hast to impart unto 
them, with a covenant and a deed which 
can not be broken; and inasmuch as ye im
part of your substance unto the poor, ye 
shall do it unto me, and they shall be laid 
before the bishop of my church and his 

·counselors, two of the elders or high priests, 
such as he shall or ,has appointed and set 
apart for that purpose. , 

"And it shall come to pass that after they 
are laid before the bishop of my church, 

'and after that he has received these testi
monies concerning the consecration of the 
µroperties of my church, that they can not 

·be taken from the church, agreeably to my 
commandments; every man shall be made 
accountable unto me, a steward over his 
own property, or that which he has received 
by consecration, inasmuch as is sufficient 

support, after this first consecration, which 
is a residue to be consecrated unto the bish
op, it shall be kept to administer to those 
who have not, from time to time, that every 
man who has need may be amply supplied, 
and receive according to his wants. There
fore, the residue shall be kept in my store
house, to administer to the poor and the 
needy, as shall be appointed by the high 
council of the church, and the bishop and 
his council, and for the purpose of purchas
ing lands for the public benefit of the 
church, and building houses of worship, 
and building up the New Jerusalem which 
is hereafter to be revealed, that my cove
nant people may be gathered in one, in that 
day when I shall come to my temple. And 
this I do for the salvation of my people."
D. C. 42 : 8, 9, 10. 

But this qualification in respect to 
temporal things-property matters-is 
only a small, yet essentia,l portion fitting 
the saints to gather to, and build up 
Zion. 

"In consequense of the transgressions of 
my people, it is expedient in me that mine 
elders should wait for a little season for the 
redemption of Zion, that they themselves 
may be prepared, and that my people may be 
taught more perfectly, and have experience, 
and know inore perfectly their duty, and the 
things which I require at their hands ; and 
this cannot be brought to pass until mine 
elders are endowed with power from on 
high." 

Now, from this quotation we learn, in 
respect to the redemption and building 
up of Zion: 1, that the saints must be 
"prepared" for it; 2, that they must be 
"taught more perfectly" than they yet 
had been ; 3, that they must have great
er "experience" than they then had i 4, 
"and know more perfectly concerning 
their duty, and the things which I re
quire at their hands;" and, 5, tho very 
important fact, that these qualifications 
cannot be had, "until mine elders are 
endowed with power from on high." 

As for this special and glorious en
dowment "from on high," we are not 
left to rely oµ this quotation alone, in 
'order to see that it is indispi>nsibly es
sential before the redemption ::-,nd build
ing up of Zion. 

In D. C. 87 : 3, we read-
for himself and family. "And again, verily I say unto thy breth-

" And again, if there shall be properties I ren Sidney Higdon, and Frederick G. Wil
in the hands of the church, or any individ- Iiams, their sins are forgiven them also, and 

· uals of it, more than is necessary for their they are accounted as equal with t.hee iu 
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holding the keys of this last kingdom; as be so rash as to say, that the central 
also through your administration the keys place of Zion, and its immediate sur
of the school of the prophets, which I have 
commanded to be organized, that thereby roundings, is now not polluted by the 
they [the prophets-the ministry] may be presence and evil practices of the ene
perfected in their ministry for the salvation mies of God and of God's people, crime 
of Zion, and of the nations of Israel, and and civil and social disorder, still pre: 
of the Gentiles, as many as will believe." vail, to an alarming degree, in Jackson 

Nothing can be plainer than that it is county, Missouri, and in its immediate 
the purpose of God to especially endow surroundings, as any one may know who 
his elders with power from on high prior consults the general news coming from, 
to, and preparatory to, the redemption those quarters. 
and building up of Zion. How rational, The saints are not only to be "prepar
how consistent, how scriptural the idea! ed" in moral purity, and in spiritual 
Before the Lord would lead Israel into power and intelligence, before they can 
the land of Canaan, he endowed the gather and build up Zion, as also in re
seventy elders in the mount. (Num. spect to the righteous use of their tem-
11: 24-30.) And so he promises to poral wealth; but, to my mind, they are 
endow the elders before the latter-day to be "prepared," and richly "prepared" 
Israel are finally gathered to Zion. with temporal wealth, in order to the 

Further: it :would seem that the num- building up of Zion. The man or wo
bers of the saints would be very consid- man who indulges in idleness, prodigal
.erable prior to their return to Zion, for ity, and thriftlessness; or those who fail 
of them the Lord says, "but firstly, let to be industrious, economical, careful, 
my army become very great."-D. C. and prudent, in temporal things, will 
102 : 9. Of one thing we may be cer- evidently find none inheritance in that 
tain, whatever their numbers may be, day. The saints must be prepared in 
they must be "pure in heart,'' for "they doctrine, in principle, in practice, in 
that remain and are pure in heart shall morals, in spirituality, in social order, in 
return and come to their inheritances, the possession of temporal wealth, as al
they and their children, with songs of so in the will to rightly use temporal 
everlasting joy; to build up the waste means, and in numbers; and then, too, 
places of Zion."-D. 0. 98 :4. And right the land must be prepared for them, and 
in the passage last quoted is seen the so, all things will be prepared before 
condition of the land when the saints re- them. The Lord alone can prepare the 
turn, by the will of God, to build it up- land, but the saints can do much, very 
"to build the waste places of Zion," will much, in preparing themselves. ·And 
be their work. So the saints can only the latter is now the work for us to con
expect to find the "places of Zion" waste sider, and to seek speedily to accom
when the Lord shall call them to build plish. 
it up. And to this agrees another pas- How best can ,this be done? We 
sage: may not attempt to comply with "the law 

"Therefore, it is expedient in me that of Zion," in every p-articular, nor seek 
mine Elders should wait for a little season to teach it in all its requirements, for 
for the redemption of Zion; for' behold, I this would be undertaking too much; 
do not require at their hands to fight the but we can come as near to living and 
battles of Zion; for, as I said in a former teaching its requirements as the frag-
commandment, [See D. C. 34: 4, with 98: 4], d f h 
even 80 will I fulfill,-I will fight your bat- mentary an scattered condition o t e 
ties. Behold, the destroyer I have sent church will permit. Of the law of Zion, 
forth to destroy and lay waste mine enemies; the Lord says: 
and not many years hence, they shall not be "Let .those commandments which I have 
left to pollute mine herHage, and to bias- given concerning Zion and her law, be exe
pheme my name upon the lands which I outed and fulfilled after her redemption."
have consecrated for the gathering together •D. c. 103 : 10. 
of my saints."-D. C. 102 : 3, 4. G' · · h •t 'd .:i b 

. 
1 

ivrng rn en ances, as prov1 eu y 
I apprehend that few, if any, would ' that law, is ~nexpedient now; and, in-
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deed, unlawful. So are many other consistently with the feelings of the peo
things, which will be not only lawful, ple."-D. C.102: 7. Acting upon this, 
but obligatory, when the saints gather the saints, when driven from Missouri, 
to build up Zion. Such parts and prin- in 1838, by the exterminating order of 
ciples as justly apply to the scattered its Governor, Boggs, finding "no more 
saints should be diligently taught, and room" (D. C. 98 : 4) in Missouri, (as 
carefully observed, and these teachings they must "be subject 11nto the powers 
should be counseled or permitted, by the that be,'' and keep "the laws of the 
voice of the ministry through the gen- land"), they settled in and about Nauvoo, 
eral conferences, or through the chief and there found the "one region" most 
councils of the church, or through rev- suitable for them under the exigencies 
elation given through the legitimate of the case. Here they remained for a 
channel, the president of the church. time, and with the blessing of God built 
In this way order and harmony will up rapidly, and were finally driven away 
prevail; and confusion, disorder, and for their unfaithfulness in keeping the 
contention be avoided. commandments of God. (D. C. 107 ~ 

Inasmuch as the land, the saints, and 11-14). Here is a principle laid down 
the elders, are not prepared for the work and illustrated, upon which evidently 
of gathering to, and building up Zion, the saints may act at this time, viz., to 
may not many of the saints, at least, as- gather into one region so far as can be 
sernble at another place, or to other consistently with the feelings of the peo
places, and build up the interests of the ple, this "one region" to be as near to 
church, and be thereby better enabled to the center place, Zion, as wisdom, the 
finally fulfill all the requirements of the interests 0£ the church, the condition of 
Jaw of Zion, when Zion shall be re- the land and society, and all the sur
deemed ? 'Ve think they may, and that rounding circumstances of the work, 
such a work would be in harmony with shall demand. 
the spirit and letter touching the latter We now come to a matter of vital im
day work. We believe such a work portance to this whole affair. Who shall 
would tend greatly to develop the true select 11nd locate that "one region?" 
genius and the ennobling institutions of Shall it be done authoritatively, by the 
the church, and aid in procuring and voice of the church through its appoint
economizing its temporal wealth, per- ed servants-men chosen by "common 
fecting its social order; and, what is of consent" at general conferences? Or 
greater importance,,facilitate the bring- shall individual members, or ministers, 
ing of its ministry up tq a far higher assume to teach, advise, or direct in the 
condition of unity in doctrine, adminis- matter, upon their own private judg
tration, and spiritual knowledge, and ment? 
greatly advance the entire church in all That the latter course could only re-
that is true, and beautiful, and good. sult in confusion, division, darkness and 

We are told that- I ruin, is self-evident. 
"Men should be anxiously engaged in a I In locating the land of Zion certain 

good cause, and do many things of their men were appointed, and to t.hem it was 
own free will, ~nd bring to pass ~u.ch right- I given to know the place, and they were 
eousn~ss by ,h<J power th:i,t 18 rn them, to have the purchasino' of the land and 
wherern they aro agents unto themselves, •hn l .. ; . t bb , d ' ·1" 
And inasmuch as men do good, they shall "'·v ga~ i.er1n.g W~S vO e uone. un er t ~ 
in nowise lose their reward. But he that supernmon of tne first presidency and 
doeth not anything until he is commanded, tbe And further: 
and receiveth a commandment with a doubt
ful heart, and keepeth it with slothfulness, 
the same is damned."-D. C. 58: 6. 

Besides this. the saints were author
ized to settle ;,into the regions round 
about" Zion, and "carefully gather to
gether, as much in one i·egion as can be, 

"Let the work of the ga.thering be not in 
hal'te, nor by flight., but, let it he done as it 
shall be counseled by the elders of the 
church at the conferences, according to the 
knowledge which they receive from t.ime to 
time."--D, C. 58: 12. 

Here we find the Lord's method 0£ 
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locating the place for gathering the saints, 
and who it is that is to advise, counsel, 
and manage the matter of gathering. 
Members and ministers not appointed to 
this work have no direct authority in the 
matter and should not dare to meddle 
with i{ To interfere in matters not en
trusted to them, and to assume duties to 
which they have not been called, _can 
only result in eYil, both to themselves 
and to those affected by their counsel
ings or dictation. 

A gathering of the saints, as many as 
may be prepared for it, "into one re
,,·ion " this region to be selected by men 
0 

' h ' h appointed by the churc ior t at pur-
pose, and the gathering to be under the 
advice and direction of the first presi
dency and bishopric, an_d as shall be 
\lounseled by the elders rn the confer
-ences, is certainly practicable and in ac
c01·dance with the spirit of the latter day 
work. Such a movement would supply 
a want now felt and freely expressed by 
many in the church. And· to consum
mate such a work should be the prayer 
and eifort of the entire church. 

With orderly and wise management 
it cannot fail to have the special favor 
0f God, and prove a splendid and per-
nrnnent success. w. ·w. n. 

-----------
'l'HE FJ~OOD OF YEARS. 

:BY \VILLI.A_):I CULJ,EX BRYA:XT. 

.:~ 1,Iighty Hand, from an exhaustless urn, 
Ponrs forth the nevcrRending Flood of Years 

tho nations. How the rushing waves 
Bear bofore thorn l On their fornmost edge, 
,\ml there alone, is Life; the Present there 
Tosses and foams and fills the air with roar 
Of minofocl noises. There arc they who toil, 
And t~~ey who strive, and they who feast, and 

they . 
\Vho hnrrv· to and fro. The sturdy lnncl
\Vooclrnan"aml delver with the spade-are there, 
.A.nd busy artisan beside his ber;tch, _ 
And YY<tllid student with lus written roll. 

moment on tllo mounting billows seen
"'rlrn flood sweeps ovei' them and tlrny are gouo. 
''l1here of revelers; i,vllose brows are 

roses, ride tho topmost swell awhile, 
.And as they raise their flowing cups to touch 
The clinkinv brim to brim, are whirled beneath 
The waves ':'ind disappear. I hear the jar 
Of beaten drums, and thunders that break forth 
From cannon, where the advancing billow sends 

Up to the sight long files of armed men, 
That hurry to the charge through flame and 

smoke. 
The torrent bears them under, whelmed and 

hid, 
Slayer and slain, in heaps of bloody foam. 
Down go the steed and rider; the plumed chief 
SinkB with his followers; the head that wears 
'l'ho imperial diadem goes down beside 
The felon's with cropped ear and branded cheek, 
A funeral train-the torrent sweeps away 
Bearers and bier mourners. By the bed 
Of one who dies men gather sorrowing, 
And women weep aloud; the flood rolls m; 
Tho wail is stilled, and the sobbing group 
Borne under. Hark to that shrill, sudden shout
The cry of an applauding multitude 
Swayed by some loud tongued orator who wield$ 
Tho living mass, as if he were its soul; 
Tho waters choke the shout and all is still. 
Lo, next, a lmeeling crowd and one who spreads 
Tho hands in prayer; the engulfing wave e'er-

takes 
And swallows them and him. "'"..sculptor wields 
Tho chisel, and the stl'icken marble grows 
To beauty; at his easel, eager-eyed, 
A painter stands, and sunshine, at his touch, 
Gathers upon the canvas, and life glows; 
A poet, as he paces to and fro, 
Murmurs his sounding lines. Awhile they ride 
The advancing billow, till its tossing crest 
Strikes them and flings them under, while their 

tasks 
.A.re vet unfinished. Seo a mother smile 
On I1er young babe tlmt smiles to her again
Tho torrent wrests it from her arms; she 

shrieks, 
~~ncl weeps, and midst he:· tears is carried clown. 
A beam like that of moonlight turns the spray 
To glistening pearls; two lovers, hand in hand, 

I 
mso on the billowy swell and fondly loqk 
Into each other's eyes. Tho rushing flood 
Flings them apart: tl].e youth goes down; the 

maid. 
11.rith haricls ontstrctchecl in vain and stream-

ing 
·waits for next high v;ave to follow him. 
An aged man succoecls : lris bonding form 
Sinks slowly; mingling with the sullen stream 
Gleam the white ·1ocks ancl then are seen no 

more. 
Lo, wider grows tho stream; a sea-like flood ~ 

Saps earth's wild cities; massive palaces 
Crumble before it: fortresses and towers 
Dissolve in tho svvift waters; populous realms 
Swept by tho torrent, see their ancient tribes 
Engulfed and lost, their very languages 
Stifled and never to be uttered more. 

I pause and turn my eyes and, looking back, 
"Whore that tumultuous flood has passed, I see 
The silent Ocean of the Past, a waste 
Of waters weltering over graves, its shores 
Strewn with tho \Heck of fleets, whore mast 

and lwll 
Drop away pieceme;cl; battlemented walls 
Frown idly, green with moss, and temples stand 
"Gnroofocl, forsaken lJy the worshipers. 
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'l'here lie memorial stones, whence time has 
gnawed 

The graven legends, thrones of kings o'erturned, 
The broken altars of forgotten gods, 
Foundations of old cities and long streets 
Where never fall of human foot is heard 
Upon the desolate pavement. I behold 
Dim glimmerings of lost jew11ls far within 
The sleeping waters, diamond, sardonyx, 
Ruby and topaz, pearl and chrysolite, 
Once glittering at the banquet on fair brows 
That Jeng ago were du&t; and all around 
Strewn on the waters of that silent sea, 
Are withering bridal wreaths, and glossy locks 
Shorn from fair brows by loving hands, and 

scrolls 
O'erwritten,-haply with fond words of love 
~<l..nd vows of friendship-and fair pages flung 
Fresh from the printer's engine. There they lie 
A moment, and then sink away from sight. 

I look, and the quiek tears are in my eyes, 
J<'or I behold, in every one of these, 
A blighted hope, a separate history 
Of human sorrow, telling of dear ties 
Suddenly broken, dreams of happiness 
Dissolved in air, and happy days, too brief, 
That sorrowfully ended, and I think 
How painfully must the poor heart have beat 
Jn bosoms without number, as the blow 
\Yas struck that slew their hope or broke their 

peace. 
Sadly I turn, and look before, where yet 

The Flood must pass, and I behold a mist 
Where swarm dissolving forms, the blood of 

Hope, 
Divinely fair that rest on banks of flowers, 
Or wander among rainbows, fading soon 
And reappearing, haply giving place 
To shapes of grisly aspect, such as Fear 
J\folds from the idle air; where serpents lift 
The head to strike, and skeletons stretch forth 
The bony arm in menace. Further on 
A belt of darkness seems to bar the way, 
Long, low and distant, where the Life that Is, 
Touches the Life to Corne. The Flood of Years 
Rolls toward it near and nearer. It must pass 
'L'hat dismal barrier. What is there beyond? , 
Hear what the wise and good have said. Be-

yond 
That belt of darkness still the years roll on 
J\fore gently, but with not loss mighty sweep. 
They gather up again and softly bear 
All the sweet lives that late were ovenvhelmed 
.And lost to sight-all that in them was good, 
Noble, and truly great and worthy of love
'rhe lives of infants and ingenuous youth, 
Sages and saintly women who have made 
Their households happy-all are raised and 

borne 
By that great current in its onward sweep, 
·wandering and rippling with caressing waves 
Around green islands, fragrant with the breath 
Of flowers that never wither. So they pass, 
J<'rom stage to stage, along the shining courso 
Of that fair river broadening like a sea. 
As its smooth eddies cud along their way, 
'l'hey bring old friends together; hands am 

claspe<i' 

In joy unspeakable; the mother's arms 
Again are folded round the child she loved 
And lost. Old sorrows are forgotten now, 
Or but remembered to make sweet the hour 
That overpays them; wounded hearts that bled 
Or broke are healed forever. In the room 
Of this grief-shadowed Present there shall bo 
A Present in whose reign no grief shall gnaw; 
The heart, and never shall a tender tie 
Be broken-in whose reign the eternal Chang0 
That waits on growth and action shall proc0od 
·with everlasting Concord hand in hand. 

-Scribner's Monthly for August. 

.Eider's License. 
WHAT IT DOES AND WHAT IT DOES NOT 

AUTHORIZE. 

In reading my Eider's License, I find 
that it empowers me to preach the gos
pel, and to officiate in the gospel ordi· 
nances; or, in other words, it is a certifi. 
cate of ordination to perform those sacred 
functions. 

Under certain circumstances I can 
labor in my office as well without this 
certificate as with it; namely, in any 
city or place where no organization of 
the church has been effected. But the 
mere fact of my being an elder does not 
warrant me in officiating within the geo
graphical limits of an organized branch, 
without the consent of the local church 
authorities. 

The license empowers me "to preach 
the gospel." But it does not authorize 
me to preach "another gospel." There
fore, I have no right, by virtue of my 
ordination license, to *promulgate any 
new, strange, or fanciful doctrine, not 
sanctioned by the church. I may not 
teach my own, nor any man's, private 
notions. 

Where the language in the word of 
God is susceptible of various construc
tions, my license authorizes me to pro
mulgate the church's interpretation of 
it; but it does not authorize me to teach 
my own nor any one else's construction 
that in the least conflicts with the pub
lished teachings of the general church 
authorities. 

No society or government ever com
missioned a minister to depreciate or 
criticise it; but, on the contrary, it is 
the unquestionable duty of every minis
ter to faithfully represent the doctrines, 
and labor for the interests of the body 
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whose commission he holds. Whenever 
an honorable gentleman can not consci
entiously do this he will resign his com
mission. 

My license, in addition to the duties 
specified on the face of it, authorizes me 
to obey and promulgate the unrepealed 
resolutions and rulings of the district 
conference where I reside, and of the 
General Conference, together with those 
of the general church authorities; this 
and nothing more. Should I so far for
get myself as to disobey, set at naught, 
or even criticise any of these, I should do 
so, not by authority of my ordination or 
license, but in spite of them. X. A. 

not to wholesome words, even the words of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine 
which is according to godliness, he is 
proud, knowing nothing, but doting about 
questions, and strifes of words, whereof 
cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmis
ings, perverse disputings of men of corrupt 
minds, and de~titute of the truth, supposing 
that gain is godliness; from such withdraw 
thyself."-1 Tim. 6:3-5. 

The reader will bear in mind that he 
must hold fast to the sound woras even 
the words of our Lord Jes us Christ, 
which is the word of eternal life; and, as 
Jesus has given the word which he had 
received of the Father unto his disciples, 
and commissioned them to go into all 
the world to preach the gospel, and said 

Th G 1 I that he that believeth and is baptized, 

I h
e odspfe ·h 

1 
f shall be saved; but he that believeth 

" am not as ame o t e gospe o t h 11 b d d. th 1 t · 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto sal- no 8 a e amne. ' en e us give 
vation to every one that believeth."-Rom. heed to the word of Jesus. The Apos-
1: 16. tle Peter, on the day of Pentecost, when 

"And he said unto them, Go ye into all he was filled with the Holy Ghost, 
the world, aud preach.the gospel. to eve.ry preached plainly to the multitude and 
creature. He that beheveth and is baptlz· b h · · · ' 
ed shall be saved· but he that believeth w en t ey were pricked rn their hearts 
not, shall be dam~ed. And these signs and said unto Peter, and to the rest of 
shall follow them that believe: In my name the apostles, "l\Ien and brethren, what 
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak shall we do?" the reply was: · 
with new tongues; they shall take. up ser-
pents; and if they drink any deadly thing, "R~pent, and be baptized, .every one of 
it shall not hu:rt them; they shall lay hands y~u,. m the ::iame o~ Jes us Chrrnt !or the ~e
on the sick, and they shall recover."-M:ark mrns10n of srns, aua ye shall rece:ve the gift 
16: 15-18. of the Holy Ghost; fo.r the promise is unto 

rn • • you, and to your children, and to all that 
J. tns gospel IS to be preached to every I are afar off. even as many as the Lord our 

creature in all the world, without limit- God shall c~ll. "-Acts 2: BS. 

ing it to nation or age; hence the prom- The Lord Jesus had all power given 
i_;ie must hol? glilod unto the end of time; unto him in heaven and in earth, there
ror Jesus said: fore, all must have some of this power 

"This gospel of ihe kingdom shall be delegated to them from Jesus Christ in 
preached in all the world, for a witness un- order to preach this gos_pel ,· for the Apos-
to all nations; and then shall the end come." ~ 
·-Matt. 24: 14. tle Paul says that, 

All will. agree that this has not been I "!'To man. tak~th this honor unto himself, 
. . but ne that is called, as was Aar.on."-Heb. 

accomplished; and, as the en~ has not 5: 4, "'.l'o the law and to the testimony; 
yet come, we must come to this conclu- aud if they speak uot according to this 
sion, that if the gospel is preached and word, it is because there is no light in 
believed, then the signs should follow them."-Isa. 8: 28. 
the believer now in our day, or else it Again, Paul says that "if any man 
will prove that the promises of Jesus preach any other gospel unto you than 
have failed, and the Apostle Paul must that which we have preached unto you, 
have been deceived; for he said: let him be accursed." He says, "though 

"I am not ashamed ofthe gospel of Christ: we, or an angel from heaven." Then 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to let us examine very closely the apostle's 
every one that believeth."-Rom. 1:16. doctrine, and find out what he taught; 

Again Paul says to Timothy: for he knew the mind of Christ by rev-
" If any man teach otherwise, and consent elation. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 521' 

"For th'!s cause, I Paul, .the rrisoner of I to show things to come, and to guide 
Jesus Christ for you ~entiles, if ye have into afl truth see J obn 16 : 13. 
heard of the dispensat10n of the grace of I . ' 

1 
. 

God, which is given me to you ward; how "For it ['.he gospel_, is the power .of God 
that by revelation he made known unto me unto salvation to every one that believeth; 
the mystery, as I wrote afore in few words; to the. J ~w first: and also to the Greek. For 
whereby, when ye read, ye may understand therem .1s the r1~ht~,ousness of God revealed 
my knowledge in the mystery of Christ, from faith to faith. -Rom. 1: 16, 17. 
which in ot?er ages was not ~a.de known We should earnestly contend for the 
unto. the children of men, as it rs now re- faith once delivered to the saints, which 
vealed unt_o _the ~oly apostles .. ancl prophets is nothing less than the covenant of 
by the Spirit; tnat the Gent11es should be , · h" h · · Ch · ~• J 
fellow-heirs, and of the s11me body, and par- grace, W w was given us rn . r~"" • e-
takers of his promises in Christ by the gos- sus before the world began, but is now 
pel."-Eph. 3: 1-6. made manifest by the appearing of our 

Here we learn that the gospel is a Savior Jesus Christ, who hath abolished 
mystery, and that without a revelation death, and hath brought life and immor
from JBsus Christ, the gospel can never tality to light, through the gospel. And 
be plainly understood. ~It is beyond the we de claim, upon the evidence of God's 
comprehension of men to understand holy word, that which was spoken by 
the things of God without the Spirit of I apostles and prophets, that the promises 
God. made to the saints anciently, even the 

"For no man knoweth the things of God promise of tl:e Father, the Comforter, 
but by the Spirit of God. Now we have re- the Holy Ghost, by which they were 
ceived, not the Spirit of this world, but the sealed-- · 
Spirit of God, that we may know the things 
that are freely giyen us of Goel. Which 
things also we speak, not in the words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual things I 
with spiritual."-1 Cor. 2 : 11-13. 

"Which is the e&mest of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purch&sed pos
session, unto the praise of his glory."
Eph. 1: 14. 

The earnest is the advanced payment 
to seal or to confirm : Again we learn, when we turn to 

1 Cor. 1, where Paul says, addressing 
the Gentile saints : 

"Even as the ·testimony of Christ was 
confirmed in you, so that ye come behind 
in no gift, waiting for the coming of our 

"I thank my God always on your behalf, Lord Jesus Christ, who shal.l also confirm 
for the grace of God which is given yo\! by 

I you unto the end."-1 Cor. 1: 6-8 . . Jesus Christ; that in every thing ye are en-
riched by him, in all utterance and iu all I Christ's promise was that the spirit of 
knowledge, even as the testimony of Christ truth should be in them, and should 
was confirmed in you." teach them the of the Father; 

Let us see what is the testimony of for, 
Christ. \.Ve turn to Itev. 19 : 10, and "All things that the Father h!iil:h are 
read: "The testimony of Jes us is the mine; therefore said I, that he shall take 
spirit of prophecy." Again: of mine, and shall show it unto you."-John 

"If ye love me keep my commandments, lG: ~ 5· . 
and I will pray ihe Father, and he shall That the sarnts were to be confirmed 
gi~e yo~ anoth~r Comforter, that h? :nay with this spirit unto the end, is evident, 
abide with you forever; even the Spirit of and that this gospel of the kinadom 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, be-1 ;. ~" b 0 h- d l! ,. 0 b 
cause it seeth him not, neither knoweth mus" mst e pre"c e to a naL10ns, e-
him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth fore the end come. 
with you, and shail be in you."--John 14: The apostle desired that the saints 
15-17. should come behind in no gift. Now 

Remember that this same Spirit of this word, behind, would give us to un
truth was in the prophets aforetime, derstand that there were other saints be
for the things foretold by them did sides the Corinthians who were zealous 
come to pass. The prophecies of Jes us' of spiritual gifts. The gifts here spoken 
suffering, of which they did testify be- of are clearly demonstrated in the 12th 
forehand, has been literally fulfilled; chapter of the same epistle of Paul, 
and for proof that this same Spirit was which please turn to and read for your-
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self. "And God has set some in the 
church, first apostles, secondarily proph
ets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, 
then gifts of healing, helps, governments, 
diversities of tongues." All these were 
that there should be no schism in the 
body, which body is the church of Christ; 
and, as all are members of the same 
body, all will receive the same spirit; 
for Paul says, "by one spirit are ye all 
baptized into one body, whether we be 
Jew or Gentile." We now bring forth 
some of the strongest proofs used against 
us: 

There is a volume in this single 
word. Many have elaborated thereupon, 
and doubtless many will in the future. 
There is a great deal on the subject that 
is very beautiful, as well as practical. It 
It is not the beautiful and grand that I 
shall deal with in this short writing, but 
with that which is practical. 

Charity is one of the; indispensables 
of the true Christian character ; for 
without it, although we possess numer
ous, special and divine gifts, yet are we 
nothing. Charity is love. To have char-

"Charity never faileth: but whether · I! 11 • l 11 · 
there be prophecies they shall fail; wheth- ity ior a., 18 to ove a ; lS to have an 
er there be tongues, they shall cease; unselfish interest in our fellow beings. 
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish Reason should govern all things; and 
away. For we know in part, and we surely if we are so governed, we will be 
prophesy in part. But when that which is reasonable beings. 
perfect is come, then that which is in part D b 1 l 
shall be done away."-1 Cor. 13: 8-10. ou t ess there is no c ass of persons 

'"For now we see through a glass, darkly; who should have greater charity than 
but then face to face: now I know in part." the Latter Day Saints, for unto them 
-12th verse. God has again revealed his will, while 

This teaches that knowledge in part the world, in all its forms, is destitute of 
will be done away, and that our knowl- I the knowledge of the gospel of Christ. 
edge will be brought to perfection, so Lig~t will not adhere to darkness; nei
that we shall know as we are, known. ther will the pure truths of heaven ad
Paul says that when that which is per- here to the darkness and shade Qf apos
foct is eome, then that which is in part, tate christianity. But as our gospel is 
that by which we are able to see through that of the Prince of Peace, those who 
a glass darkly shall be. done away, but administer it unto others, should do so 
this will not be in this state of proba- in charity and long suffering, remember
tion. ing the example of Christ, whose am-

liVe now turn to Hebrews 11th chap- bassadors they are. Harshness and as
ter. All these ancient worthies died in perity are not the weapons to use in 
the faith, not having received the prom- combat with error, for they are evil, and 
ises but having seen them afar off. They not conducive to the drawing men unto 
saw them as through a g1ass darkly, and Christ The saints are often accused of 
were persuaded of them, and embraced being uncharitable, simply because they 
them. 13th verse. believe the revelations of God to be su-
. "Antl these all,~having O"bt~ined ·a good perior to the wisdom and opinions of 

report through faith, received not the prom- man. 
i~e: Go~ having pr.ovided some better thing It is charity to show erring man the 
for us, tnat t~~y without us should not be I path that leads to bliss. If he spurns the 
made perfect. -Heb. 11 : 39, 40. 1 f G d h ·11 h 

"If any man think himself to be a proph- counse o o , e w1 ave ~o answer 
et, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that therefor at the day of reckonmg. \-Ve 
the things that I write unto you are the might close our eyes and be oblivious to 
commandments of the Lord."-1Cor.14: 17. all around us; and were we nearing a 

How it is possible, with all the evi- pit, it would certainly be an act of love 
dence I have presented, that men can and charity as well as duty in another, 
say that, these things are done away, is who, apprehending our danger, should 
more than I can understand. N. s give us timely warning. The world is 

---~~-- being lulled into sleep; it is nearing the 
John C. Foss, Machias, Maine. day of God; and, in the light of the 
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pure gospel of Christ, whose coming 
draws near. 

He who has received the truth for 
the love of it, should certainly have an 
intense desire that those who are groping 
in error's night, should see the light, as 
he sees it; and this interest will not be 
latent, but active in its character. If 
the receiving of the "ancient gospel, re
stored,'' has placed him in a position to 
receive by faith the spiritual gifts, 
spoken of by Paul in 1 Cor. 12 ; which, 
were lost by the apostasy from the faith; 
he should realize, thata reception of the 
same precious truths by others, would 
place them in the same happy condition 
which he himself so justly esteems. If 
he has had exquisite joys by reason of 
the out-pouring of the Spirit, others can 
have the same likewise. 

To receive the gospel, they must first 
hear for themselves; for it is written, 
"Faith cometh by hearing." Now comes 
the test of interest, and of the charity 
er love which men may profess for hu
manity. It is manifest in the exercise 
of the means for the bringing of souls 
to Christ. "How shall they hear without 
a preacher," is a favorite text with saints. 
It is indicative of the fact that the gos
pel should be declared unto all. "And 
this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness," 

· were the words of J csus, ·and to preach 
it requires time; and, inasmuch aa the 
world does not receive it thankfully, 
seeing that all must hear it, it is evident 
that a sacrifice must be made. 

Who shall make the sacrifice ? Per
mit me to answer, :H:very one in whose 
heart is the love of Christ. All should 
be interested in the salvation of man; 
and it must be obvious to all, that he 
who has no concern about the salvation 
of fellow beings, is destitute of charity. 
Surely the Almighty will not hold him 
guiltless, who, knowing the truth, with
holds his substance, and thus, so far as 
he is concerned, withholds the preach
ing of the gospel from those whose souls 
are as precious as his. Do I love my 
neighbors when I make no effort to give, 
or send unto them the glad tidings ? 

Have I charity, when I am indifferent 

to the demands for the "bread of life." 
Men who go abroad to preach the gos

pel, require support; not only in faith 
and prayers" but in means to prosecute 
their missions, and provide for the loved 
ones at home. How must the servant 
of G-od feel, when making prodigious ef
fort to build up the cause of Christ, to 
realize that not only do his wife and fam
ily feel the sacrifice of his absence, but 
are actually deprived of some of the 
necessaries of life? Those who are at 
home, should consider this matter, and 
not make the burden of the laborer for 
Christ greater than he can bear. 

It is folly to asse1·t our interest in the 
welfare of our fellow beings, and at the 
same time withhold the evidences of sin
cerity. The expression of Bro. J. B. 
Price, as contained in a letter published 
in Herald and Messen,qer, upon the sub
ject of sincerity, meets my approval. 
"Actions speak louder than words," is a 
truism. Our life, our actions,-deeds 
speak for us: they reveal the heart. 
Our faith is manifest by our works .. St. 
James has said that faith without works 
is dead. Do we possess charity? Do 
we love God, his work, and mankind? 
If we do, we will be willing to make the 
sacrifice that the Lord requires at our 
hands. It is a sacrifice to leave home 
and its loved ones, to go among st.ran
gers, even though we bear as we do the 
message of life. It may be a sacrifice to 
forego some useless pleasure or luxury, 
to make an extra effort, so as to conse
crate to the work of God, some of our 
means to assist others in bearing truth to. 
the nations. 

A cause so noble in its object is cer
tainly worthy of the offering of charity. 
Those who engage in the work of God) 
must expect to sacrifice. Certainly the 
ultimatum of our hopes, will abundantly 
repay all our sacrifices, toils, pains and 
privations. "They that are wise shall 
shine as the brightness of the firmament, 
and they that turn many to righteous
ness, as the stars forever and ever,'' are 
the promises held out to the faithful 
ones. Those who are willing to share 
the trials and labors consequent upon 
charity, will be held in pleasing remem-
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brance by the Lord Jesus when he comes; 
for it is written: "Out of Zion, the per
fection of beauty, God hath shined." 
"Our God shall come and shall not keep 
silence: a fire shall devour before him, 
and it shall be very tempestuous round 
about him." "He shall call to the heav
ens from above, and to the earth, that 
he may judge his people." "Gather my 
saints together unto me, those who have 
-made a covenant with me by sacrifice.'' 

May we all be able to make the sacri
'S.ce that charity demands, is my prayer. 

T. E. LLOYlJ. 

it ; and I do not see any good example 
set for the world by going to saloons and 
dances. There are found many tempta
tions, which have a tendency to draw 
our minds from the covenant we have 
made with the Lord God. It is true 
that it is recorded in the Bible that the 
ancient saints danced, but it was as an 
act of worship towards God, but since 
dancing became corrupted the dance is 
more of a worship to the evil one. 

I would say to my brothers and sis
ters who are young in years and in the 
cause, that I, myself, indulged in all 
those habits not long ago, but thank God 

HabUs. I have quit it all, and by his blessing I 
Dear Herald :-As I have not seen hope to so continue. It seems to be the 

general impression, among those who 
anything in the Herald of late from this have long indulged in these habits, 
part of the country, I write you for the that it is impossible to drop them; but 
first time in my life, to say how we are I believe there is nothing impossible 
getting along, and a fow words on the about these evil habits, if we have faith 
subject of habit. The Lord is blessing in the Lord and ask him to give us 
us here with temporal and spiritual good, strength to overcome them. Therefore 
such as health, the gifts of the Spirit, I hope that we who are young will drop 
and all other necessary blessings. But all these filthy ways, and endeavor to go 
to turn to my subject: When I write on on to perfection, turning all our atten
this subject, I mean bad habits, I have tion to something more valuable; to 
often heard the question asked, "\Vhy those temporal ancl spiritual ways more 
don't we live as long in these days, as a· cl th l · · t d '? I pleasing in the sight of the Lord. Let ! t e pe~ e rn ~.nmen a~~· t n re- us continue to ask the Lord for knowl-
P1Y a·~ SU~ h qu~stwn,. a?cor Irng l~ my edge, wisdom and understanding, so that 

t
chant :t .anb umo efotphuuhonb, .t wfoua . s~y we' may increase in all necessary bless: 

a i lS ecause o e a l o nnK- · f' 11 l 
· t 1 fl' 1 b f , , I rngs, and lO ow the examp e of those 
mg ea ana. co me, anc ecause o "ne b h -h: - h ld' th k " 
h b.t f k' ' , . th '°"'h ret ren w o are up. o mg e wor or 

a l o smo.'mg and Dnewrng e nit y -h T d d S · J Ch · " Th 
d · ' · d b ll t' .:i • 1 t e J..1or an av10r esus nso. en, 

wee , tooacco; an· , a ove a , ne urmn:- h th h t th · h 
ing of intoxicating liquors. We cannot hw en , ey b alvlebgonbel ot . te1kr tahPI;Y 
fi d · h f' h' . h h ome, we s .a e a. e o a e e1r 

n m t e pages o. IStory, t at t e Jo''". l\I d · : th t 11 h 1;; 
l h l. d 1 · · • d p a("b. l. y esire is a we a o cc 

peop e w o ivec so ong m ancienu ays i: t d d t th d t b 
made use of' such things. Therefore I as :n den .:\h0 · e en ds~ ash~ e 
cannot see why that any should wonder nfunGi edr~ wz: ueThs?n~ an c aug ~rs 
h l r d 1 · h d o -o m ulOn. is is my prayer 1or 

t at peop e ,1ve onger m t ose ays, Ch · , k A 
than we do in these clays, because both · nst s sa e. men. 
nature and the law of God teaches that 
we kill our own bodies by the habitual 
use of these filthy t,hings. I am sorry 
to say that I have heard some of our 
brethren and sisters say that there is no 
harm in entering a saloon to take a 
dram, or in attending balls, providing 
they make no harm out of it; but I my
self do not so understand it, for the rea
son that I think we ought to be the 
lights of the world, and examples before 

GOJrnR GRIFFITH. 
DEVIER, l\Iacon Co.: Mo., July 7th, 187G. --"'4---

JRe(1!mnpH.on of :l§t•ad. 

"Therefore, saith the Lord, the Lord 
of Hosts, the Mighty One of Israel, I 
will ease rne of mine adversaries, and 
avenge me of mine enemies, and I will 
turn my hand upon thee, and purely 
purge away thy dross, and take away all 
thy tin. And I will restore thy judges 
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as at the first, and thy counselors 118 at 
the beginning. Afterward thou shalt 
be called the City of Righteousness, the 
Faithful City. Zion shall be redeemed 
with judgment, and her converts with 
righteousness."-Isa. 1: 24-27. 

I am aware that many claim that the 
prophet was speaking of the land of Zi- · 
-on, and the saints of these days, and 
their restoration to this land. Let us 
see who the prophet was speaking of. 
He says that the Lord will avenge him
self of his enemies; and "I will turn my 
hand upon thee [Israel] and purely 
purge away thy dross, and take away all 
thy tin." ' 

Now if the reader will turn to the 
thirty-eighth and thirty-ninth chapters 
of Ezekiel, he will see how the Lord is 
going to avenge himself of his enemies. 

The Lord is to purge the house of 
Israel from all their sins and iniquity, 
and gather them from all countries where 
they have been for so long a time, and 
then he is to restore their judges as at 
the first; and their counselors as at the 
beginning. Now, inhere never had been 
judges and counselors over the house of 
Israel, they never could be restored; so 
we see that the Lord has said through 
the pruphet that he would restore them 
back to the house of Israel, when they 
are gathered out of their enemies' land. 
Now, the prophet says this, that the 
Lord will avenge himself of his enemies, 

and the way the Lord is to avenge him
self, is by pouring out his judgments 
upon his enemies; such as storms, hail, 
fire and brimstone, and other judgments 
that are spoken of in Zachariah twelfth 
and fourteenth chapters, Ezekiel thirty
eighth and thirty-ninth chapters. Paul, 
in the ninth chapter of Romans, quotes 
from the fast chapter of Isaiah, where 
he speaks of the daughters of Zion, which 
must mean the daughters of Jerusalem; 
and in many places Jerusalem is called 
Zion. In the fifty-second chapter of 
Isaiah, he says, "Put on thy strength, 0 
Zion." He was speaking of the same 
thing, when he says, "Zion shall be re
deemed with judgment, and her converts 
by righteousness." What does the 
prophet mean by calling Zion "her;" 
her is a woman; Jerusalem is a woman; 
the church of Christ was represented to 
John as a woman. 

Well, the members are the converts, 
those who are true believers in the re
storation of Israel, and have been con
verted to this faith. They are converts. 
Zion is one thing, and her converts an
other. Isaiah says, "Thy watchmen 
shall lift up the voice; with the voice 
together shall they sing: for they shall 
see eye to eye, when the Lord shall 
bring again Zion."-Isa. 52: 8. Then 
Zion has been; she has been taken away; 
and is to be brought back again. 
' W. c. KINYON. 

and purge the house of Israel from all Am.usenients.-,v~nhHy Plemi~ 
their sins and iniquity; and restore their iu·e. 
judges as at first; that afterward, "Thou "Remember now thy Creator in the days 
shalt be called the City of Righteous- of thy youth."-Eccl. 12: 1. 
ness, the Faithful City. Zion shall be I deeply desire to address my young 
redeemed with judgment, and her con- brethren and sisters in the Church of 
verts with righteousness." Christ, for I am young in years myself. 

Webster defines the word judgment I have been a member in Christ's Body 
to be: sentence, opinion, discernment. for ten years, yet know somew ha;t of the 
If this is the definition of this word in pleasures (?) of life, and, therefore, I at
this chapter, it is the same in the four- tempt to address you. Now do not be
teenth of' Revelation, and in other pla- come alarmed at the manner or style of 
ces. The judgment of' God consists of this advice, but calmly consider it for 
many judgments. The angel said, "Fear your own good. Solomon said, "reme1:11-
God, for the hour of his judgment is ber now thy Creator;" and now is the 
come." If the hour of God's judgment time to do so. "Know ye not that as 
came at the time the gospel was restored, many of us as were baptized into Jesus 
it will not be taken from the earth until Christ [not man J have put on Christ.'' 
the Lord is avenged of all his enemies; , -Rom. 6: 3. 
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Then we are to understand by this 
language that by doing so we become 
new creatures; hence a new manner of 
life, a new order or course to pursue. 
"Let that same mind be in you that was 
in Christ." A volume is contained in 
these few words! If we become "new 
creatures" we, most assuredly, must lead 
a different life from that which we form
erly led. If we do not who will know 
that we have assumed Christ or his 
name? Did not Jesus say, "ye are the 
light of world," "ye are the salt of the 
earth,'' etc. Granted that we are; how 
can we be the light of the world, except 
by precept and example? What is .our 
example to the world? This question 
comes home to every heart. Can you, 
dear reader, be an example for Christ to 
the world by reading novels, Chimney 
Corners, .LVew Yorlc Ledger, Police .News, 
Saturday Night, &c.? Can you let the 
light of Christ shine by playing card_s, 
dice, checkers, dominos, chess, etc. Can 
you do so by going to parties, balls, the 
theaters, opera, minstre.Js, circus? Are 
you in doing such things, following in 
the footsteps of Jesus Christ? or are you 
in the path of,folly and sin? Now an
swer candidly and soberly in your own 
mind, and "remember now thy Creator." 

Did Christ institute or establish any 
one of these things? Answer ye who 
will. Is there any precept or example 
left upon divine record so teaching us? 
Can you take a dime novel, or any other 
novel paper, and sit down to read the 
same and ask God to seal the instruc
tion(?) you read therein upon your mind 
for good? Can you sit down and play 
a game of chess, dominos, checkers, 
cards, (of either style), and ask God to 
bless it unto your eternal welfare? Can 
you worship God while in the opera, 
theater, circus, or minstrels, and ask 
God's blessing upon the same? "Who
soever ye yield yourselves servants to 
obey, his servants ye are whom ye obey." 
Are you a servant of Christ or a servant 
of the adversary? Do you want to fol
low after Christ or Satan? Now, these 
are questions of vital import _to every 
man and woman in Christ's Church, 
whether they be young or middle aged; 

it applies to a-1-1 all. Inasmuch as ye, 
have assumed the name of Christ, follow· 
him. 

The last time I went to a circus, I was. 
condemned for it; I was severely punish
ed in my mind for having gone. I had 

-taught otherwise, and yet was enticed» 
drawn away by a carnal desire, not of my 
own exactly. Now for seven years I 
have not played a game of dominos or -
checkers; chess and cards I never play
ed; an opera house or a theater I never 
was in, nor a minstrel show. 

Not long ago I was invited to a cer
tain place (a family of saints) to play a, 
game of cards. I did not know the name 
of the game or the cards, but I refused 
saying, "I can find better enjoyment 
than that." I was invited three times 
and answered "No;" but I am pained 
to say that two elders played. I could 
and did find better employment, such as· 
playing on the organ and singing a 
hymn. 

Now I am not praising self, nor do I 
wish to be egotistical by any means; but 
it is by faith, and works of righteousness, 
we are to be ·saved, and I think elders 
should set a different example before the 
young; and, if they do not, how, or in. 
what sense, can they be a light unto the 
world. People look to us (saints, elders 
and all) for better things. Paul says., 
"whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as un
to the Lord." Can you do any of the 
above things unto the Lord? 

;,Oh," says some one, "I don't believe· 
in being so religious, there's no use in· 
it." Ah, but stop, stop right there; 
now think, "not any use;" what might 
we infer by that phrase, "not any use?" 
Why it means that it is not particular 
whether we fill the cup of righteousness 
full or not; whether we "observe all' 
things which I [Jesus] have commanded 
you," or not. Yes that is it; we can 
walk along to Zion with glory (?) on our 
heads, holding to Jesus with one hand, 
and --with the other. How it would' 
look for a young brother (elder or not)' 
to go along the street with a Bible in 
one pocket and a pack of cards in the 
other. "Why," he might say, "who 
knows it? no one sees it." G-o-d, Godl 
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sees it, and unto him shalt thou, reader, 
-render account for the deeds done in the 
body. Before him shalt thou stand 
·sooner or later. 

If I could see wherein there is any 
true benefit derived from the above 
things, I might engage in them, other
wise I cannot do it. If they would aid 
in my spiritual advancement I would 
readily engage in them; but as they are, 
1. can not. Says some one, "All per
sons are not alike; our temperaments are 
are diverse." Well, there comes the 
"warfare," and exactly there. When 
we put on the armor of Christ we began 
a "warfare" against the world, the flesh 
and the devil; and "he that overcometh," 
unto him above, and to those like him is 
given the promise of eternal life. We 
m-u-s-t must bring ourselves to obedi
ence of God's will; and if we do not 
how can we expect to claim eternal life. 
"To be carnally minded is death, but to 
be spiritually minded is-life and peace." 
Which do you want? Young brother, 
young sister, you can be spiritually 
minded, and now is the time. True 
pleasure is alone to be found in the gos
pel of Jes us Christ. It is all in all, for 
the spiritual minded person, and I would 
not, I could not, give in exchange one 
half hour's sweet communion with the 
Holy Spirit for one year's worldly 
amusement or pleasure. It does the 
soul more good, you derive more com
fort, peace and joy of mind than you 
can from any other source. Try it, 
brother; try it, sister. Don't be angry 
with this, but unto any one that will 
make a sacrifice of these I will vouch 
that you will be blessed of God. Do you 
like the blessing of God? We are to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
Christ and of his work; we are to ad
vance in divine life, and in the religion 
of Christ. It is a practical religion; it 
is one of righteous works, and holy 
deeds. If we make no sacrifice where
in can we expect a blessing? "Who 
shall ascend into the hill of the Lord 
and who shall stand within his holy 
place?" Mark the answer, "He that 
hath clean hands and a pure heart, who 
hath -not lifted up his soul unto vanity. 

* * He shall receive the blessing from 
the God of his salvation." Here is the 
secret, young brother, in the waters of 
baptism did you promise God or perform 
your oath or vow deceitfully? Can 
your heart be pure, clear from vanity 
if you engage in such worldly amuse
ments which have been spoken of? "A 
pure people will God have." Let us 
strive to attain unto that state. Please 
read Ecc. 11: 9; 12: 13, 14, John 3: 
19-21; 6:51; 14:15,23,24; Rom.8: 
6-9; 1 Cor. 2: 11-15. Read carefully 
and think candidly. Read the third and 
fourth verses of hymn 1083. 

I subscribe myself your brother in 
Christ, JosEPH F. McDowELL. 

Tracts: 
No. 1, MOuntain of the Lord's House, 8 pages, 20 cent9 

per dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 
No. 2, Truth Made Manifest, 12 pages, 25 cents per do· 

zen, $1.75 per hundred. 
No. 3, Voice of the Good Shepherd, 4 pages, 8 cents 

per dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 
No. 4, Epitome of Faith and Doctrine, one page, 5 cts. 

per dozen, 30 cents per hundred. 
No. 5, The Gospel, 2 pages, 6 cents per doaen, 35 cents 

per hundred. 
No. 6, The "One Baptism;" its 1\iode, Subjects, Pre.Re· 

quisites and Design; and Who Shall Administer; 18 
pages, 35 cents per dozen, $2.60 per hundred. 

No. 7, Who Then Can be Saved, 4 pages, 8 cents per 
dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 8, Fullness of the Atonement, 16 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $2 per hundred. 

No. 9, Spiritualism Viewed from a Scriptural Stanrl· 
Point, 20 pages, 40 cents per dozen, $3 per hundred. 

No. 10, The Narrow Way, 8 pages, 20 cents per dozen, 
$1.30 per hundred. 

No. 11, 'fhe Plan of Salvation, 18 pages, 35 cents per 
dozen, $2.60 per hundred. 

No.12, The Bible ve1·sits Polygamy, 14 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $1.90 per hundred. . 

No. 14, Reply to Orson Pratt, 16 pages, 30 cents per 
dozen, $2 per hundred. 

No. 15, Idolatry, 4 pages, 8 cents per dozen, 60 cents 
per hundred. 

No.16, Polygamy: Was it an Original Tenet of the 
Church 1 10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.60 per hun
dred. 

No. 17, The Successor in the Prophetic Office and Preft 
sidency of the Church, 16 pages, 30 cents per dozen, 
$2 per hundred. 

No. 18, Rejection of the Church, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 

No. 20, The "One Body;" or the Church of Christ under 
the Apostleship and under the Apostasy, 16 pages, 
30 cents per dozen, $2 per hundred. 

No. 21~ Truths by Three '\Vitnesses, one page, 5 cents 
per dozen, 20 cents per hundred. 

No. 22, Faith and Repentance, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 

No. 23, Baptism, 10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.60 per 
hundred. 

No. 24, The Kingdom of God, 4 pages, 8 cents per doz
en, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 25, Laying on of Hands, 4 pages, 8 cents per doz
en, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. ~6, Mountain of the Lord's House, 4 pages, 8 cents 
per dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 27, The Sabbath Question, 12 pages, 25 cents per 
dozen, $1.75 cents per hundred. 

No. 28, The Basis of Polygamy, a Criticism upon the 
(so called) Revelation of July 12th, 1843, 8 pages, by 
J. W. Briggs; 20 cents a dozen, $1,30 a hundred. 
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JOSEPH SMITH, } 
HENRY A. STEBBINS, EDITORS. 

Plano, Ill., September 1, 1876. 

THE GIFTS OF THE GOSPEL. 

WE have received two or more letters in 
relation to the questions and answers in 
the Herald of July 15th. 

Of the reply to the fourth question one 
brother asks whom, then, the gift should 
be manifested through ; and if the Lord 
has not the right to make known a duty 
through a member, a sister and the elder 
the right to go ahead and perform the duty 
by such instruction. 

Of the sixth question and reply he assents 
to their correctness, but asks who shall de
cide as to that which is binding and that 
which is not, as efforts to do so have some
times proved failures. He believes that 
the men to decide should be those who a:re 
doing their whole duty and who, conse
quently, have the Spirit of God with them, 
without which he truly says no man can 
do it. He adds: "And I think we should 
be right ourselves before we undertake to 
say that another has a wrong spirit." 

He also thinks the eighth answer correct, 
but not always, because he has seen cases 
where those living in sin, unknown to the 
church, have been reproved, and their sins 
brought to light by the Lord through the 
gift of tongues in meeting; and he asks if 
the Lord has no right to do that way, and 
as to whom the Lord promised the gifts of 
the spirit. He says: "Read Mark 16: 16, 
and were they then not given for the edify
ing of the saints?" He .states that some 
feel perplexed and Uoubled about the mat
ter. 

Now, succeeding the immediate replies, 
we think that very fair satisfactory reasons 
and explanations were given upon each of 
the so-called "short answers." That it is the 
duty of the officials to gain for themselves 
by wisdom, revelation or confirmation, 
which amounts to the same thing, sufficient 
for their guidance is there stated; also the 
necessity for strong endorsements being 
had in the same manner concerning any 

communication that might tend, if false, to· 
lead astray or into error; also that making 
an accusation without taking the steps as 
required by the law of God, and some
times, as we all know, an accusative spirit 
is anything but good in its manifestation, 
and this is what is intended to be rejected 
and great care exercised to guard against 
evil in this form. 

It is evidently the privilege, and in fact,. 
the duty of all spiritual minded saints to 
seek for and to receive evidences of tl~e 
grace and power of God through the man
ifestation of one or more of the gifts of the 
Holy Ghost, as promised in the Scriptures; 
and in kind and degree, at such times and 
in such continuance as individually they 
may be worthy of, or as they may need, or 
as God sees it wisdom to bestow upon 
them. 

But, as we understand it, there is a great 
difference between this privilege of their 
exercise for encouraging, comforting, ad
monishing, warning, giving general in
struction, and even special counsel to the 
saints, and that of their beihg manifest in 
directing or controlling, or seeking to do 
so to exercise authority over those higher 
in office, or for non-official members, or 
women, to so claim authority to do; be
cause God promises to give instruction 
to his ministry according to their official 
duties, requirements and standing, and by 
such gifts as will best effect the object de
sired in guiding their thoughts, words and 
deeds. Therefore the more permanent, and 
lasting ones as wisdom, knowledge, dis
cernment, understanding, wise judgment 
and discretion are given, being those which 
have "more abundant honor," as also do the 
recipients, though they lack in outward 
manifestation; or often he imparts by 
dreams, visions,.revelation and tongues im
mediate directions to them personally, or 

'through confirmation strong. 
Otherwise if they do not obtain such in

struction, assurance or sanction from on 
high, through the exercise of humility and 
prayer, they should reject government or 
dictation through the lesser; but all must 
be done humbly, and without illwill, rail
ing, accusation, denunciation or any such 
spirit against any one, lest they fall in-
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through willfulness, reject the means of __ 
to greater error and condemnation, or, 1 · SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY. 

knowing the true way. AT a recent spiritual seance in Rochester, 
Certainly the Lord has the n"ght to make I N. Y. one of the audience seized what was 

known his word through whom he will, said to be a materialized spirit, but was 
buthehas already defined-how and through beaten off by the medium's husband, yet 
whom certain gifts, blessings and revela. not until he became satisfied it was one of 
tions shall come. He commands all to be. the flesh and blood realities of mortal life. 
ware and not run blindly, and only go at These exposures of humbug spiritualism 
his command, where there is well founded are getting quite common and do not add, 
doubt of the situation. It is better to go to the fame of that people. 
slow than too fast. \Ve read that Henry Slade, a medium, 

Br. H. gives a good rule in all the cases who left New York July 1st, under con. 
he mentions, when he says: "I think the tract to exhibit his spiritual manifestations 
men to decide, etc." In connection with before the titled and royal blood of foreign 
the idea that they must be men who are lands, is in England, the guest of the Count. 
diligent at their duties, we may also add ess of Caithness; and Crook, and other sci. 
that they should be those who have due entific investigators of spiritualism are to 
authority, and who hcive the Holy Ghost to meet him. He is said to be the most cele
deeicle by. ·brated of the Amercan mediums, and is to 

On the remaining point we may say that have $10,000 a year and traveling expen
the Lord may thus make a thing of evil ses. He is to be at St. Petersburg Oct. 1st 
known, but we believe that it will be in a to perform the wonders specified in his 
proper spirit, and that the way for action contract, and the great ones of Russia hold 
will be clear. The spirit of the prophets, themselves ready to fall down and worship 
it is said, is subject to the prophets; and the beast when the miracles are wrought 
therefore the need of that great gift, of by which the nations are to be deceived 
i;-;. •hich Solomon has said, "wisdom is the j ancf prepared for the great day now fast 
principal thing." It is greatly needed in hastening. The Russian government some 
the exercise of any of the gifts of the Spirit, years ago appointed a board of scientific 
and should be sought for by the saints more men to investigate the matter as one of na
than it has been, that it may keep them tional interest. 
from spiritual and moral errors, and from It is said that there is a prospect of form-
temporal evils and loss. ing a colony of English spiritualists in 

Yes, . Christ promised the gifts for the southern California. 
edifying of the saints, but they are not all J'tirs Guppy V.olckman, a London medi
given to each one, any more than are all um, has been invited to visit another for. 
apostles, prophets etc.; nor can they be eign court to give spiritualism a like 
successfully exercised outside of the sys- chance for investigation. 
temandorderGodhasestablishec1forthem, It is said that his Imperial Highness, 
neither can the less, properly, rule the Prince Nicholas of Leuchtenberg, has ac
greater. So we afterwards read that in the ceptecl an honorary membership in the 
case of sickness let the elders, not the mem- British National Association of Spiritual
bers or the lesser officials, be called to an- ists. 
oint and bless. Spiritualist papers proclaim an expected 

All the gifts edify the body of saints, the reawakening of the spiritual movement ere 
church, and all are benefitted, but not as long, an cl say that difficulties and o bstruc. 
some have tried to claim, by all s11ints, tions heretofore in their way are being re. 
officials and non.officials, men, women and moved. 
children, having an equal right, but by In consideration of the foregoing may 
each acting in his or her place, and in due we not reasonably hope that the saints, and 
respect to the authority of both God and especially the eld<:Jrs and ministers for 
man. 1 Christ, of lesser or greater degree, . will 
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more and more preach Jesus Christ and 
him crucified. That they will teach the 
loving and saving power of him who ex
isted from the beginning as the savior of 
men; not merely in the thought, design or 
purpose of God, but in fact as the Redeem
.er and Savior; and who in association with 
the Father and the Holy Ghost, have ever 
borne a righteous and a glorious rule in all 
the universe, and have ever labored togeth
er for the salvation of man and for his full 
and entire redemption and restoration to 
joy, peace and immortality. 

Dr. Wolclwich says that the great diffi
culty now is to get answers pure and intact 
fr@m intelligent spirits through mediums 
who will be such perfect mediums as not 
to control the answers by their own ideas, 
as is common now, 'When this difficulty is 
obviated, he looks for "something definite 
and truthful," he says. · 

WE call attention to the notice elsewhere 
in relation to a proposed amendment at the 
General Conference, to be held October 6th, 
1876. It arrived too late for the. August 
:l5th issue. We now insert it, although by 
the Constitution we understand that a two 
:months' published notice is required; and 
whether it is intended to specify what the 
1~roposec1 changes consist of in giving the 
notice, we do not know. 

LATER.-We have the following from 
Ilr. Joseph, dated at Mission San Jose, Cal., 
.August 17th, 187G, on the above subject: 

"Notice to amend the Articles of Incor
:;ioration must be published two full months 
·oefore the conference session at which it 
is proposed to offer resolution to amend; 
:mcl the notice so given must contain a spe
cific declaration in terms what portion of 
said articles is to be amended. A notice in 
general terms to amend, without specifying 
:.he article and section which is sought to 
';e amended, together with the statement 
,Jf how it is to be amended is not a sufficient 
:J.Otice, within the intention of the clause 
Tequiring notice." 

I"" behalf of the Board of Removal of the 
Business Center, we would state that an en
couraging commencement has been made 
Jn forwarding loans to the committee, and 

it is to be hoped that it will continue to find 
favor with the saints, especially with those 
who have means to assist in making a more 
permanent location of the head quarters of 
the church than we have at present. 

Bro. John Arel, of Carlton, Dickinson 
county, Kansas, writes: "I wish that an el
der could be sent here. The gospel has 
never been preached in this vicinity. I 
think good could be clone." 

Br. R. A. Marchant writes from Oregon, 
Missouri, that the saints in that part are 
well, and that they are enjoying the bles£
ings and faith of the gospel. 

The Plano Mirror, of August 17th, con
tains a letter from some one of the people, 
advocating the election of Pres. Joseph 
Smith to Congress, from the Seventh Dis
trict of Illinois, "to the encl that he may'bat
tle against Utah polygamy" among the 
nation's law-makers. 

Br. W.W. Blair notifies us that in conse
quence of wishing to examine Mr. Shel
don's last work against the Church of 
Christ, he will delay the revision of his re
ply to :M:r. Sheldon's former attack, hence 
we cannot tell when it will be ready to pub
lish as a pamphlet; but it will be as sooJJ. 
as possible. 

Br.John J. Cornish, of Lorrclon, Ontario, 
writes of the still increasing number in 
that branch by baptism, and says that they 
are having good meetings, as the Lord 
blesses them with his Spirit to a good de
gree. 

We have now on hand and for sale at 
fifty cents a dozen, statistical forms for 
branch reporting, ruled and headed infac 
simile of the Church Record and Branch 
and District Records. They contain other 
advantages also, and will be found far 
more convenient than anything heretofore 
offered'. 

Sr. Emma E. Williamson, of Pittsfield, 
Pike county, Illinois, writes of a brief so
journ of Br. :M:ark H. Forscutt and family 
there, while on thefr way further west; or, 
as we understand, to make a home among 
the saints of the Fremont district, who have 
kindly offered aid to him in this direction. 
He was quite unwell for a season at Pitts
field, but preached what he could. He left 
there August 16th. That he may become 
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well and petmanently located as to a home 
for his family is very desirable. 

Br. E. C. Briggs returned from Canada 
and Michigan about the :first of August, 
and has been intending to seek a home in 
Decatur county, Iowa, immediately, but 
may await another season. 

We thank brethren 0. E. Cleveland for 
a copy of the Valley Virginian, Thomas 
Henning for Irish Wo1·lcl, Richard Allen 
for San Bernardino (Cal.) Times, Wm. W. 
Blair for Boston Sunday Herald, and others 
unknown for copies of The Catholic, of 
Pittsburg, Pa., and of Cleveland Leader; 
also Charles W. Lamb and others for news
paper clippings, which we will use when 
we can. We also have from Bro. Joseph 
Smith, San Francisco Clu·onicle, and Even
ilig Post, with accounts of his appearance 
there, and the :fire of questioning he endur
ed in public. Br. J.B. Price also sends us 
clipping from Daily Morning Call on the 
same subject. 

Br. Stephen Butler, of De Soto, Neb., 
writes that Br. James Caffall was there in 
August and baptized six during his stay. 

Br. C. M. Ledgbeer, of Indianapolis, Ind., 
writes that there are no other of the church 
in that vicinity, hut he has been out to 
some of the branches in Indiana to visit 
the saints. 

Br. C. F. Burroughs, of Lake Crystal, 
:Minn., writes that the grasshoppers are 
there, and as they are depositing their eggs, 
the prospect is for no grain next year. 

Br. J. Morrell, of Tennessee, Ill., writes 
that the saints near there have good meet
ings and enjoy the gifts. 

Br. Phillips writes from Wellsville, Mo., 
that he returned home from Illinois in 
June to take charge of his place, and in 
consequence of ill health. He regrets that 
he cannot continue the mission that was 
given him, but is preaching in his neigh
borhood, and has good congregations and 
will labor there if the change is consented 
to by the first presidency. 

Br. Wm. Reese of Streator, Illinois, 
writes of good meetings there, and of the 
labors of Brn. John Landers and John 
Keir in that place. Four more have lately 
been baptized there. 

Br. Wm. Hopkins writes of the safe ar-

rival of himself and wife in New Jersey' 
and says that some are believing in the,\
cinity where he is. Br. Banta labored tlwre 
and Br. Small was expected soon. 

We have a pile of letters on hand with 
no room for them. vvm insert as fast r.s 
we can or condense them, or give extracts, 
as we may bestbe able to do. Ifwecould 
have support, a weekly paper, none the less 
spiritual, but containing more church 
news, ancl also select and general articles 
of other news and. interest, could easily be 
published. 

VVe are asked as to >vhat course foe 
"church authorities" will pursue at tho 
coming presidential election. We cannot 
say, for it is a matter of individual opinion 
or conscience. The man who may Lia 
thought as best able to succeed in executing 
justice and judgment is what we all wam; 
although whether any man lives who can 
do so surrounded, not only at "VVashington 
but everywhere else, by such a dishone~t, 
bribe-taking and place hunting set of pcli
ticians, high and low, is a matter of doubt. 
Many of our brethren are republican in 
their sentiments, we believe, and probably 
some favor the democratic ticket. Beth 
the Herald editors are republican, but we 
cannot answer for the politics of any c12e 
else. Those who vote, as some do no;:, 
must decide for themselves as to the best 
man or men. 

Br. John Keir, now in charge of tte 
Northern Illinois District, has been preae~,. 
ing at Dwight in Livingstone, Streator b 
La Salle, and Minonk in Woodford cou:r:> 
ties, and finds the usual trials that beset 
and the joys that encourage and comfort tllu 
standard bearer of truth. May he be c01n
forted indeed, and not be discouraged; fc2· 

others have been in the same experience, 
and he will abundantly reap by and by. 

BR. George H. Hilliard, of Southern IlliT· 
ois, writes: 

"I have just returned from Johnson arrd 
Vvilliamson counties, where J. F. Thomas 
and myself have been preaching: We bap
tized three, opened two new places, and lefe 
a good feeling. If an elder can call at Mv.
rion, Williamson county, he will be weL 
corned by A. J. Mann. 
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THE INDIAN QUESTION. 
[Concluded from page 499]. 

A Times editorial of July 17th says that 
·the cry of "extermination" is senseless, at
trocious and brutal, because the criminal 
element among the Indians is not above ten 
per cent of the race, probably only five per 
cent who are evil disposed toward the 
whites. It is supposed that there are three 
hundred thousand Indians in the United 
States, and "some of these have permanent 
forms of government, and all of these dem
onstrate that they ccm govern themselves; 
that they are self-supporting and are mak
ing a fafr progress toward a substantial 
ftmn of civilization. When one separates 
the chaff from the wheat he will find that 
the wheat largely predominates." 

Bishop Whipple, of :iYiinnesota, writes to 
i:he St. Paul Pionem· Press, as follows: "We 
agreed that no white man should enter.the 
Indian country, but, in violation of this, 
the government ordered Gen. Custer to ex
plore it. He found gold, and the white men 
f!pckecl there, the Indians killed them and 
war ensued. Sitting Bull believes that the 
Illclian who sells his country is doomed, 
and that he is doing a patriotic duty to de
fend it." Bishop vV. says that after a trial 
of one hundred years our nation still "per. 
sists in a policy which sows blunders and 
crimes and reaps massacre and war." 

\7Vendell Phillips has written to the Bos
ton Tmnscript, as follows: 

without the slightest warning, his shouts 
woke this quiet settlement, and, as the ter
rified sleepers rush from their huts, Custer 
shoots down scores of women half asleep 
and of unarmed, peaceful men. This wa~ 
the real 'Custer massacre,' whfoh was then 
proclaimed as a 'brilliant victory.' " 

A Oliicago Times editorial of July 26th, 
says:-

"W e call the killing of Custer a massa
cre; but we are the historians, and the 
Sioux have no means of reaching the 
world with their version, or they would 
designate it as a fair battle, in which they 
annihilated the enemy. We have much to 
say of their mutilation of the dead, for we 
have the best of this matter of branding the 
opposition for their inhumanity. Could 
the Sioux speak, they might tell of four 
Sioux who were ambuscaded a few years 
ago, killed, scalped, their flesh boiled from 
their bones and their skeletons propped up 
on the banks of the Missouri, a hideous 
spectacle to every passing boat. They 
might recall a charge of whites upon an 
Indian camp, when old men, women and 
children went down before the sabers and 
bullets of the white man; also a large gath
ering at Sand Creek, under a pretense, and 
then their slaughter by the whites. 

"The truth is, in the words of Gen. Sher
man, 'all war is cruelty.' In all cases of 
war both sides are cruel. We do not hesi
tate to do things to Indians, which, if done 
by them to us, would lead to an uprising, 
and probably to their utter extermination." 

A correspendent from Gen. Crook's ex
pedition writes that the despised aboriginee 
of three months ago has suddenly become 
a formidable foeman, "more than worthy 
of our Caucasian steel. An outcast tribe "Why do your columns talk of the 'Ous

ter Massacre?' During the war Gen. Ous- has been roused into brilliant heroism, and 
ter has fallen in a fair fight, simply because successfully copes with the cross and sword 
the enemy had more soldierly skill and of the christian civilizer.'.' This writer, al
strategy than Custer had. What kind of a 
war is it where, if we kill the enemy, it is though enduring the ills and evils of the 
death; if he kills us it is a massacre! When campaign in that land of mountains, and 
the farmers of Concord and Lexington, in amid the barrenness caused by the grass-
1775, shot the British invaders of their vil- hoppers and the burning woods and prai
ages, was it a massacre? When the south-
erners mowed us down at Bull Run and ries, set on fire by the Indians; and while 
Ball's Bluff, there was no talk of a massa- saying that he would gladly fire aminethat 
ere! \7Vhen the north paid them their own would exterminate the reel men, one and all, 
coin at Gettysburg and Antietam there was yet says: "This particular war has been 
no columns with staring capitals 'Gettys-
burg Massacre.' forced upon the Sioux, and they have re-

"But the word 'massacre' is an unfortun- spondecl to the challenge right gallantly, 
ate one for the friends of Gen. Custer to con- and 'ne'er may valor lose its meed,' even 
nect just now with his name. For there displayed by them." 
really was, in 1868, a 'Custer Massacre,' We preserve this as history for future use 
when Gen. Custer-a disgrace to the uni- . . 
form and the flag he bore-attacked a and a conung time. 
peaceful Cheyenne village near Fort Cobb, I We find the following from the San Ber. 
dwelling there by our order. At midnight, \ nardino (Cal.) Times, of July 8th, 1876: 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 533 

"0.n Saturday last a deputation of Coahulia 
Indians, led by their head chief, Manuel 
Largo, called upon us and earnestly re
,quested that we should, through themec'tium 
of The Times, lay before the people of the , 
'Country the story of the wrongs of his 
:people, and pray them to do all in their 
•P~Wer to assist hin~ ~n getting redress. 
His story was pathetic m the extreme and 
•although we cannot give it as he dicl we 
'here relate its substance. He stated that 
'for years he and his ancestors have been 
'l~cated on the land they now occupy, that 
lus people have cultivated it for their liv
ing, and they have repeatedly been assured 
by Ind!an C<?mmissioners that they were 
·secure m their possession of it, and that it 
would be set apart for them A reservation 
ihas lately been set apart for them in an
?ther part of the valley, but upon it there 
1s not a ~rop .of water and nothing will grow 
to sustam life, the only vegetation to be 
found upon it being a scrubby brush. The 
lands they have heretofore occupied and 
cultivated have been surveyed and opened 
to pre-.emption, and already white men are 
squattmg upon them, driving the Indians 
away, and forcing them to abandon their 
growing crops, upon which they are de
pendent for their living. The old man 
complained bitterly of the fact that the 
squa,t.ters were even plowing up the bones 
?f Ins deceased relatives and ancestors. 
~e then rehearsed the number of good ser
-v1ces he had performed for the whites the 
,culprits he had brought to justice, and 'stat
ed that whenever a member of his own tribe 
or any one within his reach, had commit'. 
t~cl any cl~predations, he had invariably de
lrvered him up to the proper authorities or 
dealt out summary justice to him with his 
own hand; that for all these services he had 
never demanded or received from the gov
ernment any remuneration whateve1·; that 
he respects the government and will obey 
it, and, while he cannot believe it will drive 
'him from his home, his farms, and the 
graves Qf his people, still, if it is the case 
~e will acquiesce in it and go out upon th~ 
(,esert, although he knows that starvation 
awaits him. !or himself, he says he is old 
and nearly blind, and to drive him awav 
will be hard indeed. He has ever been 
friendly to the whites; has rendered them 
innumerable good services, and does not in
tend to allow this new outrage upon him to 
a.lter his friendship for the whites; he be
heves that the movement is being done 
through ignorance on the part of the au
thorities at Washington, and makes this 
appeal to the people of San Bernardino 
county that they may send a remonstrance 
to th~ proper quarter, and if it is then de
termmecl that he is to quit he will go out 
upon the desert and die." 

The Irish World calls it "unmanly cant" 

to talk of the Custer massacre, because, 
"there was no massacre at all. Both Gen. 
Custer and Sitting Bull meant war, and the 
former made the attack, hoping to kill, 
wound or capture not only Sitting Bull, 
but also his entire tribe. But war is a game 
it takes two to play, and it happened that 
Gen. Custer was whipped. But it won't do 
to say that, so we must insist that it was a 
massacre. Had Sitting Bull been 'massa
cred,' it would have been a 'brilliant vic
tory,' and his unpardonable crime was in 
not letting himself get killed. The simple 
fact that he stood between his people and 
extermination is, to manv persons, ample 
proof that he is a savage. A h unclred years 
ago the king of England employed the red 
man and the Hessian to murder Americans 
for the crime of defending their homes." 

Thus we close some of the words spoken 
and >v:ritten in defense of the reel men of the 
west, words heard on high because of their 
favor for the descendants of a civilized and 
powerful people, a people once noble and 
great in the midst of the land, but who are 
now filthy, degraded and loathed, and a 
prey to all, according to t:lite scriptures. 

NEWS SmtIM:ARY. 
The war between Turkey and Servia still 

goes on, and with varying success. Aug. 
20th a victory was reported for Servia · but 
there is a poor prospect for her suc'cess 
unless there is intervention and her inde'. 
pendence is acknowledged by the great 
powers. She has asked Russia for a loan 
to help. her through, ~ec~use they say that 
they will fight for their freedom to the bit
ter encl. Meanwhile the horrors and at
trocities committed by the Turkish troops 
upon the Bulgarians and Servians continue 
to equal if not excel the cruelties of barba
rians and savages of any land. With fire 
and sword they perform the bloody deeds 
of a bloodthirsty spirit; yet the christian 
powers of Europe look complacently on 
~ot daring to interfere, and England con'. 
t1m~es to stand by and uphold Turkey. 
Polley all around forbids intervention in 
behalf of humanity. 

Gens. Crook and Terry on our Indian 
frontie~· jo.inecl fo~ces Aug. 10th, and are 
rn.archmg m combmecl force of about 4000 
men, but the Indians keep out of their way 
thus far. They may entrap the whites, and 
they may be beaten, or may give up the 
contest and sue for peace. Orders have 
been issued to recruit 2500 additional men 
for the cavalry service. 
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A general uprising of the Indians against 
the Mexican authority in Lower California 
is reported. 

Fifteen thousand laboring men have ap
plied to the :l'!Iayor of New York city for 
employment, and destitution and misery 
prevails to a great extent among the lower 
classes. Hunger and disease combine to 
give suffering and woe to these our fellow 
mortals and we may well cry, "When shall 
the earth rest?" 

Hon. J\L C. Kerr, speaker of the House of 
Representatives of the United States, and 
known as the third officer under the govern
ment, died at Rockbridge Alum, Va., on the 
evening of Aug. 19th, 1876. In connection 
with the death of Vice President \Vilson a 
few months ago, this loss complicates the 
political bearings and relations of the pres
ent administration and might seriously so in 
case of the death or disability of President 
Grant before his time expires. J\fr. Kerr is 
the only man out of twenty-nine who have 
had the office of speaker, w llo has died 
while holding the office. 

1/Ir. George Smith, the explorer among 
Assyrian cities, palaces and relics, is ex
pected to return to England soon. 

The Wheeler government surveying par
ty for Colorado, New Jl:Iexico, Nevada and 
California is divided into seven working 
pa1'ties, with special fields to themselves 

. among the yet unexplored regions of those 
states, and they are to make systematic ge
ographical surveys for the benefit of the 
increasing tide of settlement and of civil
ization towards those countries. 

The great Jew, Disraeli, has been raised 
to the peerage by Queen Victoria, and now 
holds the title of Earl of Beaconfield. 

In the republic of Columbia, South 
America, a revolution has been attempted 
by the Catholics rising against the govern
ment, and battles have taken place. 

·They are nearly ready at New York to 
blow into fragments the great rocky bar, 
known as Hell Gate, which at the opening 
into Long Island Sound has always pre
vented the passage of large vessels, and 
thereby len.gthened the passage across the 
Atlantic. Thirty thousand cubic yards of 
rock have been taken out of the shaft and 
the tunnels branching therefrom under 
water, and in the sides of these excavations 
3500 holes have been bored, into which 
powder and dynamite is to be placed to 
make one grand explosion, to be followed 
by dredging to clear away the fragments 
and thus open the channel 

A great musical festival is in progress in 
Bavaria, Europe, under the charge of Rich
ard Wagner, the famous German composer. 
Members of the nobility and musical peo
ple from all parts of the world are there. 

Our Centennial seems attractive to 
throngs of people. Over a million dol-

lars has already been taken at the gates. 
Our brethren who have been there speak irn 
glowing terms of its being next to a journey 
around the world to see the people, cos
tumes, customs, and exhibitions of art,. 
science and manufacture from all parts of 
the earth. Policy, antagonism, and natione1 
pride and seclusion, seem for a time to be 
in abeyance; and then every one will re
turn to his own again and will wait the 
coming events to his nation and to the 
earth. ' 

Less than half a crop of wheat is reported 
in Iowa this year; and now the grasshop
pers are devouring everything g,reen in 
many of the northern counties. Some ef 
the saints are among the unfortunatei, we 
are sorry to hear. 

MrssrnN SAN JosE, Cal., 
Aug. 3rd, 1876. 

Br. Henry:-Enclosed I send a bit of ed
itorial. Aside from the common incidents 
of travel, little has been suggested that is 
available; and visiting from place to place 
is not conducive to profuse thought. 

I left Omaha on the 25th of July, having 
spoken in Council Bluffs the afternoon and 
evening of the 23rd, and at Omaha the 
evening of the 24th. Of the result of my 
efforts at Harlan and the places just named, 
I have nothing to write. I arrived at Og
den, Thursday evening; did not see Bro. 
Warnock, or any one else I knew; stopped 
about two hours and came on. The con
stant pushing westward, morning, noon and 
night, has a strange effect upon one going 
over the route for the first time-at least it 
did upon me-and I could not fail to re
flect, as the cars swept over the long, in
terminable wastes, how sadly, desponding
ly, thousands threaded those wastes, ever 
pushing westward, footsore, heartsick and 
weary. 

I reached Niles, Cal .. Saturday, at 3: 30 
p. m., and found Brn. D. S. J\Iills and Al
bert Haws, with part of Br. 1\fills' family, 
waiting at the depot. 

The beauty of the landscape, the balmi. 
ness of the air, the exhilaration of having 
reached my journey's end took away my 
weariness, and I greeted these friends of 
the cause with pleasure. 

To my mind, California has been too 
highly praised, has been exaggerated very 
much. This is at present my conviption; 
what it will be after a few weeks, and a 
further insight into its advantages and de
merits I can not say. Nor do I think that 
I am at. present prepared to judge. Ex
pect to start to-morrow for Nortonville and 
thence to Oakland and San Francisco. The 
countrv is beautiful here. 

San Francisco, Aug. 14.-I arrived here 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 535 

on August 8th, and have spent the time 
mostly in this city, occasionally visiting 
Oakland to get acquainted with the saints, 
or as business demanded. 

On Sunday, yesterday, I spoke at West 
Oakland, in a hall secured by the brethren, 
and at night in the city, in the hall of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, in which the 
saints held their regular services. The au
dience in the evening was very fair, the 
hall quite well filled. I enjoyed reasona
ble freedom. At the close a gentleman 
asked leave to present a question or two. 
Leave being accorded to him, he asked the 
usual questions about the complicity of my 
father with polygamy, which I replied to 
as I could. He was quite temperate in his 
remarks, though he was strongly impress
.ed with the strangeness of the case, which 
he put thus: "It is to me very strange 
that a people should be accused of 
practicing polygamy in 1838, in Missouri, 
and in Nauvoo in 1842, at the same time 
publicly denying their complicity with it 
in their public works as late as 1845, and 
yet, two years afterwanls they are found 
practicing and defending it, the heads or 
leading men steeped in it. So to me it is 
Tery strange." 

Yv e admitted the strangeness of the posi
tion; but denied the responsibilty of it. 
·what effect the question and replies will 
have, I have no present means of knowing. 

'fhe saints are -mostly in good spirits and 
the work stands fair; but there are some 
personal causes for distress and annoyance. 
Lack of wisdom in administrative affairs 
has done somedamage to individual feel
ings. Some cases of apparent insubordina
tion and the urging of individual right as 
::cgainst the right of the whole, are acting 
as stumbling.blocks in the way of a few; 
apparent distrust and want of effort results. 

Bro. Mills has not yet organized our 
route of travel; but I expect to hear this 
week. IV e shall then be off, for a tour 
among the branches so long as I remain. 

A goo(l feeling prevails at Nortonville, 
Contra Costa couuty, California. Bro. T. 
R. Davis, who presides there is an excel
lent man, full of faith. Nortonville is a 
small mining town right in the mountains 
of the coast range. We spent Sunday, the 
6th, there, in company with Br. D.S. Mills, 
a most excellent man and a beloved pastor; 
all bearing testimony to his faithfulness. 
We here had the pleasure of meeting some 
of the faithful delvers in the mines for coal. 
An explosion and fire in the mine some 
two weeks before our arrival killed eleven 
men, the last of whom was buried the day 
we were there. 

We spent the night of the 7th on the top 
of Mount Diablo, 3,800 ft;et high, as we 
were informed by the keeper in cha_rge of 
the observatory and glass. We clnnbecl 

the hight in the evening by moonlight, see
ing all sorts of things in the shadows and 
the gloom of the canons that we passed. 
A California lion crossed the road before 
us at one point in the ascent; whereupon, 
Bro. Mills fearing one inexperienced, vol
unteered to lead the way and drive his lion. 
ship from the path. He came near losing 
his hat, for the li-wind whipped it off in
to the chaparral below the road. He found 
it however, but the lion did not wait for a 
scare. The night was warm, and the sight 
from the summit at the rising next morn
ing was very grand. Places are seen from 
the summit that are from one to two hun
dred miles away when it is clear. 

JOSEPH S~HTH. 

INLAND, Cedar Co., Iowa, 
August 6th, 1876. 

IJear Bro. Stebbins :-Through your kind 
permission I desire to offer a few words of 
explanation and state to the saints in general 
the position we occupy. When I say we I 
mean the saints of the late Kewanee sub
district. 

The Hendel readers will notice in the 
minutes of the last Kewanee district con
ference, held at Henderson Grove June 3d 
and 4th, 1876, that we were somewhat cen
sured as being derelict of duty. 

Now by reference to the minutes of a 
conference held at Buffalo Prairie, in 
August, 1875, it will be seen that a resolution 
was passed dividing the district, the action 
being subject to ratification by the general 
conference of the church. At the above 
named conference, we of the sub-district 
made a report giving the number of mem
bers of each branch, and also the sum total; 
and the reason we have made no report 
since, and the only reason, has been be
cause we believed ourselves virtually sep
arated from the Kewa;:iee district; and have 
been anxiously waiting the action of the 
general conference to sanction the dividing 
of the district making us a separate dis
trict; but alas! after waiting six months 

. and finding that the one whose duty it was 
to do so had failed to present the matter to 
the General Conference, we, the saints of 
the late sub-district, came to the conclusion 
that we would arise and put our shoulders 
to the wheel and help roll forth the cause 
of salvation in this region. 

Now, clear brethren of the household of 
faith, if we have done wrong in the step we 
have taken it has only been through our 
zeal to do right; we have done it because 
we got tired of sitting with our hands fold
ed, and, as it were, letting the precious time 
go to waste while we should be up and do
ing. The anxiety of our hearts was to be 
placed in a position that we could act, and 
I believe you will not blame us for the 
course we "irnve taken. The Kewanee dis-
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trict, when it included the Iowa portion, 
we think was entirely too large; it was al
most impossible for any of us on this side 
of the river to attend any of the conferences 
except those held at Buffalo Prairie. Also, 
it was only possible for the district presi
dent to pay us one hasty visit during each 
quarter. In consequence 0f all this the 
saints became indifferent to their duties, 
and cold. After we were set off as a sub
district, Bro. John F. Adams worked ear
nestly and faithfully to i:Juild up the cause 
of truth, and I earnestly believe that there 
is not a more earnest or faithful worker for 
the great cause of salvation in the church 
than he is. Brn. Jerome Ruby and J. S. 
Patterson held a number of meetings here 
at Inland last winter, and they sowed the 
good seed, which we trust will ere long 
spring up and bear fruit. 

Hoping that all will work for the good 
of our great salvation, I am ever your 
brother in the bonds of the everlasting cov-
enant of peace, E. JH. WILDERMUTII. 

FALL RIVER, Mass., 
Aug. 14th, 1876. 

Eclitor's Hernld:-Since my last to the 
Hendel I have visited the Amanda branch, 
near Middleton, 0., also the saints at Pitts
burgh and Philadelphia; Pa., and at Fall 
River, Mass., and at Providence, Rhode Is
land. 

I found the church at Amanda in good 
condition. They had increased their num
ber nearly one hundred per cent. since I 
met with them in the fall of 1874. They 
are doing well. 

At Pittsburgh I met with many whom I 
had known before, and was greatly filled 
with their company. I missed the greet
ings of some who were dear to me, and to 
the Church of Christ-they have passed 
beyond the river-and my heart was sor
rowful while I remembered the cdifving 
and happy seasons we had enjoyed togeth
er in heavenly places. \Ve baptized one 
while there, and prospects are good for 
more to unite with the Church at an early 
time. The progress of the Church in the 
city is rather slow at present, but I was in
formed that the district was doing well, and 
making considerable increase in numbers. 

The Philadelphia branch is rather dull 
at present, yet they have some excellent 
saints there. Our meetings were blessed 
by the presence of God's Spirit, and we 
look to see that branch thrive far beyond 
what it has attained in the past There are 
a number of able spiritual ministers in the 
branch, who will yet do valiantly for Zion's 
cause, as they have clone in the past. I 
learn that there are manv excellent fields 
for mission work in that district, and near 
to the city. 

Of courne I attended the famed Exposi-

tion. I shall not attempt at present to de
scribe it to you. It is simply magnificent 
in its display, highly instructive in the 
various objects exhibited, and remarkably 
convenient in all its arrangements. As an 
exhibition of the wonderful industries of 
the nations-of the achievements of the 
wisdom and skill, the brain and brawn, of 
the race-it is truly astonishing, and can
not fail to prove a powerful stimulus to 
further and greater efforts in developing 
and advancing the arts and sciences which 
bless and embellish life. Permit us to say, 
without reference to the financial side of 
the matter, the Exposition is an undoubted 
success. We may tell you more of it here
after. 

We attended an excellent social meeting 
in Providence, last Wednesday night .The 
Lord graciously visited the saints with the 
gifts and graces of his Holy Spirit. We 
think to spend a week there soon. 

We have spent two Sundays in this city, 
(Fall River); and have been greatly refresh
ed with the joy and light of God's Spirit. 
Yesterday, at 2: 30 p. m., at our testimony 
meeting, the gifts of tongues, interpretation 
and prophecy, were given with power, 
making all hearts glad and strengthening 
all for coming trials and duties. I think 
Bro. Banta's commendation of the saints 
here proper and well deserved. One has 
been baptized ~ince my arrival, and we 
have the prophetic testimony that the work 
of the Lord will continue to prosper in this 
city and vicinity. I go to Boston to-mor
row, to Tenlain one week: and I think to 
go to New .Jersey, and eastern Pennsylva
nia, about September first. 

Your fellow laborer, -vv~r. vV. BLAIR. 

l\IAGNOLIA, Harrison Co., Iowa. 
August 1st, 1876. 

Bro. Henry:-After so Jong a silence, I 
drop a few lines for the Herald. On our 
way westward from the April General Con
ference, we tarried some time in Hancock 
county, Illinois, where I did some preach
ing, at Hock Creek, Elvaston and Pilot 
Grove, and baptized two. 

Since our arrival in Western Iowa, I 
have done what I could for the advance
ment of the work in Harrison and Monona 
counties. So far as I am able to determine, 
viewing the work in this region of country 
as a whole, there is some improvements; 
but, in order to reach our standard of Dis
trict and Branch government, there is much 
to be done. 

In some localities the young members of 
the church are in the constant habit of 
mingling with the world in the joys of the 
dances; and the branch officers look on, ap
parently, with satisfaction, while this bane
ful practice is sapping the spiritual life 
from the young, who ought collectively be 
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the strong hope of Zion. Perhaps some of 
1 the branch officers are not as careful as 

they should be to obey the injunctions, 
"attend to all. family duties," "pray with
out ceasing" "in everything give thanks." 

0 b.ow m~ch would be gairn1d for Christ 
and his church if some brethren would use 
less harshness in their controversies upon 
the subject of the gospel, and more wisdom 
and love. It is not only unwise, but also 
decidedly wrong, for brethren to use harsh 
and unkind language, and to bring accusa
tions against people, because of their fail
ure to see the truth as we understand the 
Scriptures. Be not deceived, brethren, it 
is not the spirit of the Master that prompts 
you to say to your friend, "You are willful
ly ignorant,,pf the truth," or "You have the 
mark of thlrbeast," &c. The spirit of the 
gospel is the spirit love; it avoids person
alities and accusations, as a rule, and deals 
in principles, in plainness, yet with kind
ness. May God bless us with more wis
dom and love. Some one has said, "He 
who tells you your fault .is your friend." 
It is certainly true, if done with the proper 
object, and in the right spirit. 

I remain your co-worker for Christ, 
JOS. R. LAllfBERT. 

labors was the baptizing of fo1:irteen, and 
many more are believing; and also much 
prejudice has been removed. Thank the 
Lord that the truth prevails, even in the 
hands of the weak and unlearned; while 
error falls to the ground, even in the hands 
of wise and prudent. Your brother in 
Christ, R. R. DANA. 

SYRACUSE, Ohio, 
July 25th, 1876. 

Br. Joseph :-Br. J. C. Foss left this place 
nearly two months ago for the state of 
Maine ; and I can tell you that we miss him 
greatly, for he is a faithful worker in the 
cause of Christ; and the very man, to trav
el among the enemies of the truth. He 
feared no man, but told them what he was 
sent here for. He labored in this place and 
vicinity nearly ten months, averaged nearly 
one sermon a day while he was here, bap
tized twenty four people, and organized 
two branches. He worked hard to build a 
house of worship for those he baptized at 
Dewitts Run, and the foundation of the 
building is laid; also most of the lumber 
is already on the ground. Our young 
brethren there are poor, and they had to 
attend to their farming; but they are deter
mined to get the house ready before cold 

NEBRASKA CITY, Neb., weather. If any of the saints wish to con-
August 15th, 1876. tribute some towards it, it will be very ac-

Br. Henry:-Our conference at Shenan- ceptableindeed. SundaynextBr.Edmond 
doah, the 6th and 7th, was well attended, Thomas will baptize three into the king
and we had a good time; Br. J as. V. Rob- dom at that place; so you see that the seed 
erts, preached a very able discourse on sown by Br. Foss has taken root and bear
Sunday evening. The business was done ing fruit. His kind words and good counsel 
in the spirit of unity and with the desire to will not be forgotten soon by us. But we 
seek the interest of the cause. Br. J. R. understand that the elders must carry the 
Badham, baptized four. The prayer meet- glad tidings to other places also. My 
ing on Monday evening was enjoyed by prayer is that he will continue faithful in 
all, and will long be remembered. Four bringing souls to the kingdom. Your 
were baptized at Eastport, August 6th. we brother in Christ. w~r. T. JONES. 

many blessings, R. l\I. ELVIN. NEW PHILADELPHIA, Ohio, 
have reasons to thank the Lord for his I 

August 6th, 1876. 
LONDON, Ontario, Br. Joseph.-! wrote to Br. J. McDowell 

August 8th, 1876. last winter to come here and preach to this 
Bro. Henry :-Last Sunday evening I people, but he could not at that time. I 

baptized one into the church and kingdom heard that he was at the April Conference 
Of God, and yesterday morning I baptized and mentioned this place. I will let you 
one more; this makes six added by bap- know that the desire of the people is to hear 
tism to this branch, since our conference the gospel; and they would like a,n elderly 
June 10th and 11th, 1876; and to all appear- man to come, and if possible, one that can 
ances more are at the door. 'l'he work speak German. Some are reading the Her
seems to be going ahead pretty fairly at alds, and they want to hear preaching. One 
present. M:ay God speed it. Your brnth- of our neighbors says that he wants to be 
er, J. J. CORNISH. baptized. I am not well, and wish to be 

SANTA ANNA, Los Angelos Co., Cal., 
August 1st, 187G. 

Bro. Henry:-Bro. J. C. Clapp is with us 
here, and has been reviewing the doctrine 
of Elder G. R. Hand of the Disciple faith. 
The latter had been trying to tear our doc
trine to pieces, but the result of Bro. Clapp's 

administered to; I think I would get well. 
Br. Thos. Lloyd was here about four years 
ago. I would like Br. Ells to come about 
the middle of December. It wont do for 
11ny one to come any sooner, as my husband 
and myself have to be on the boat till navi
gation closes, and I want to be at home 
when an elder comes. But my mother lives 
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in Waynesburgh, where they might stay J carrying the burden of the work. Oh that 
awhile, and maybe do some good. I was the saints could see it so that they would 
baptized there, by Br. G. E. Deuel, in 1868. arise, like Israel of old when God called' 
Please give me his address. I live at Lock- upon them through JYioses to build the· 
port, a village across the river from New tabernacle and the ark of the covena~t. 
Philadelphia. Your sister in the covenant, Moses called upon them to make their free: 

MARY A. ·wrLcox. will offerings of gold and silver of clia-
[Br. G. E. Deuel's address is Glenwood, moncls and precious stones of b~ass and 

Mills county, Iowa.]-Ens. linen, and of all precious things and the 

VOLNEY, Alamakee Co., Iowa, 
· August 7th, 1876. 

B1'0. Stebbins:-! want to exchange my 
place for one near the gathering place if 
I can. I feel lonely here from the saints, 
although there are a few saints in this 
county, but they are too scattered to come 
together for meeting, so we have no preach
ing but the Herald. I have preached some 
in this county, but the effect is small, for 
prejudice is great and the gospel we preach 
is too humiliating. People seek more 
worldly.wisdom, the truth of heaven they 
do not hke. 

I have forty acres on Yellow River, good 
bottom land, fair buildings, worth one 
thousand dollars, and near mill, and across 
the. river is a little town which is improv
ing. If you can :find one who will ex
change, please do so. Your brother in the 
gospel, DAVID McGooN. 

AMBOY, Illinois, Aug. 6th, 1876. 
Bro. Henry :-I received your letter and 

the Heralds. They are good food to me 
and when I read and see the life that is i~ 
the elders in various places, it causes me 
to rejoice. May the Master open up the 
way for his servants to go and preach. I 
hope to go this winter and do something in 
the cause, for I love it as I ever have clone, 
and would like to spend the remaining 
years of my life in laboring for it. I was 
sent for to come to Savannah and the Lord 
through the ordinance, gave a blessing to 
the sick one. There is some excitement 
there and the people seem to want to hear 
the gospel, but I could not st!w. It pains 
my heart to see so many calls unfilled and 
that I am not able to go; but time will 
prove all things, and may the Lord help 
his people to do right and to live true. 

Your brother in Christ, 
CHARLES WILLLUIS. 

DuN:NVILLE, Wisconsin, 
July 29th, 1876. 

Brother Hem'y :-We were comforted by 
3'.our letter, an.cl ~f the people would only 
listen, or be w1llrng to hear, I could sacri-

" :fice my own feelings and stay. I would 
be satisfied' if there was an elder here to 
travel; but for us aged ones to live here 
surrounded by the enemies of God's work; 
is hard to bear. 

How few there really seem to be who are 

offerings came so plentifully th~t Moses. 
had to tell them to bring no more. All 
this was in the wilderness and given of a 
people who had been kept in slavish bon
dage for hundreds of years. 0, I think, of 
how much more value is the tabernacle we 
are seeking for in these last days. I think 
we saints are as able now as was Israel in 
the wilderness, if they were di; willing. 

I preached last Sunday at Waubeek and 
a good many came out and nearly all lifted 
their hands for me to come again. Give 
my warmest love to Br. Rogers. May GocT 
keep you all to do his will and :finish your 
work with joy. Your brother, 

JOHN MACAULEY. 

CAMERON, Clinton Co., Mo., 
August 3d, 1876. 

Br. Joseph:-! feel an interest in the re
demption of Zion, and will here state that 
the land in Missouri can at present be 
bought very low. I have under my con
trol and for sale some good farms. I think 
they are cheap. We have a good country, 
and are forty.five miles from Independence, 
and ten from .old Far West. Soil is good 
and climate even and pleasant. Brethre~ 
wanting information, please address me as 
above. 

We have a good branch of twenty-six 
saints right here; ancl another of sixty,. 
twelve miles away; and one of :fifty-five, 
ten miles away; and two others within :fif
teen miles. I am willing to do what I can 
to advise with the saints. I think that the 
time is near at hand when the children of 
Goel will come home to Zion with songs of 
joy. All that will come may do so, and 
they will find favor with the people, if thev 
will live by the commandments of God. ·r 
feel an interest in the welfare of my breth
ren and sisters,· and that it is my duty to
help all I can in bringing the saints of Goel 
home, or near to their inheritances. 

May our Heavenly Father, in his own 
due time, turn the minds of the saints to 
that land; and may the favors of Goel rest 
and abide with us all, forever. 

J. D. FLANDERS. 

Blank Books: 
Branch Records, well bound in Leather backs and corM 

ners, muslin sides, printed headings, and ruled for 
312 names. Every branch should have one. 2 00· 

Branch Records, same as above, for 624 names. 3 00 
District Records, printed headings and ruled for 

1,248 names, and bound same as alJo'V"e 3 00 
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Pacific Slope Mission. 
The Annual Conference of the above mis

sion convened at Washington Corners, Cal., 
April 6, 1876, at 10 o'clock a. m. Prayer 
by D. S, Mills. 

D. S. Mills was chosen president, H. P. 
Brown, assistant; Geo. N. Davidson, clerk, 

· and Jacob Smith, assistant. 
Minutes of October conference read, cor

.Tected and approved. 
Resolved that we endorse and approve 

the change of conference from Stockton to 
-this place, such change being necessitated 
·by the failure to procure the tent provided 
for by the October conference. 

Elders' Heports.-D. S. Mills reported 
his travels with Br. A. H. Smith until the 
latter ret.urned home. He then worked at 
bis trade until he was called to San Benito. 
:From there returned to Watsonville, Santa 
Cruz, Santa Rosa and vicinity. Thence, 
via Visalia, to Los Angelos and San Ber
nardino counties and labored in those places, 
,assisted by local elders, who are doing a 
good work; baptized 17, doubtless princi
pally the fruits of other's labors; left many 
believing, also many calls on every hand 
for the word of God ; preached on every 
·opportunity, and was much blessed in his 
ministrations, and will continue to labor as 
the Spirit may direct. 

1:30 P.M.-Prayer by Br. 0. Smith. 
J. C. Clapp, of the Oregon District, said 

that he had preached 17 4 sermons, bap
tized 31, blessed 21 children, organized one 
brnnch, ordained three elders and one dea
-0on. Stated that he believed the most im" 
portant part of the Pacific Slope Mission was 
in Oregon. Plenty of demands for preach
ing. Ill health and bad weather had limit
·ed his work to some extent. 

H. P. Brown, (Sacramento sub 0 district), 
had preached about every other Sunday 
since October, also stated that good feeling 
and spirit prevailed in the Sacramento 
branch. 

Orren Smith (San Joar1uin and Visalia 
,gub 0 distriCt) desired to go out aud finish 
what he had commenced, and offered his 
services wherever the Lord would have 
him go. . 

Albert Hawes (Alemada sub 0 district) had 
not been able to travel on foot and had not 
the good fortune to find people very anxious 
to hear the word, but found the Lord will
ing: to bless in ministering to the sick. 

G. N. Davison (Santa Barbara sub-dis
.trict ), had traveled about one thousand miles, 
preaching and distributing tracts, Hopes 
and Heralds; was blessed with liberty in 
teaching and expounding, and in adminis
tering to the sick, especially to one child. 

Bradbury Robinson reported by letter. 

I D. J. PhilliDs said he had preached in 
Watsonville b;anch. E. H. Webb never 
wished to neglect duty, and does what he 
can. Br. Marshall said he felt chastenii! 
because of inactivity. Samuel Robinson 
had done nothing outside of the Alameda 
branch, but feels a desire to lend a helping 
hand in carrying on the work; he will do 
all he can; he spoke of the good Spirit at" 
tending his administrations to the sick, and 
of its blessing the branch in their testimony 
meetings. .Ioel Edmunds exhorted to much 
prayer for instruction and consolation in 
the things of God. J. R. Cook, by letter, 
regretted that he could not attend confer
ence ; is trying to do all he can, but is not in 
the fieid. J. P. Burton, (Los Angelos sub
district), by letter, reported that his labors 
are at Gospel Swamp and vicinity; he re" 
joices in the progress of the work, and in 
the Spirit. of truth manifested. J. Carmi
chael writes that he cannot attend confer
ence; hopes soon to go forth declaring the 
word. Wm. Anderson (San Fransisco dis
trict) has no district report to make; cir
cumstances such that he could° make no 
effort outside of the branch; desires to be 
released from said district.. Wm. McLean 
has done no preaching, but has a will to do 
all he can. Brn. Probert, G. W. Harlow 
and John Roberts reported endeavoring to 
do all they can. J. H. Lawn writes of his 
labors; is blessed while in the path of duty. 
especially in administering to the sick ; 
hopes to be able to do more in the future. 
G. ·w. Harlow and Jeremiah Root reported. 

Priests' Reports.-A. Anderson said that 
flll his labors are confined to the branch. 
N. W. Best reported by letter. Jacob 
Smith said that he was living about sixty 
miles from the branch and had not the 
privilege of the saints' society very often. 
J. Parr has endeavored to do the best he 
could in public and wayside preaching; has 
eeen some fruits of his labors. 

Teachers' Reports.-J. Joyce rEjoices in 
the goodness of God, and tries to do all the 
good he can. Br. Arthur was glad of th0 

I 
privilege of meeting with the saints in con
~erence before returning to bis native Scot
land, and feels the necessity of activity; 
stated some of his experience in the work. 

Branch Reports.-San Benito 20 mem
bers, 10 expelled, 7 removed by letter, 1 died, 
1 ordained; J. H. Lawn,pres. and clerk. 
Eureka no change; B. Robinson, pres., S. 
Kinsy, clerk. Santa Rosa 68 members, no 
change; Jer. Hoot, pres., Jacob Adamson. 
clerk. Healdsburg 18 members, 1 removed 
by Jetter, 1 died; P. C. Briggs, pres. and 
clerk. Nortonville 25 members, 11 bap" 
tized; 'l'. It. Davies, pres., II. S. Green, 
clerk. 

President D. S. Mills read a request from 
' the Newport branch that Br. It. Huntley be 
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ordained an elder at this conference ; John 
Brush, pres., W. W. Garner, clerk. 

Resolved that Br. Russell Huntley be or
dained an elder. 

Sweet Home branch, Oregon, 50 members, 
10 baptized, 3 received by certificate of bap· 
tism; A. P. Morris, pres., John P. Morris, 
clerk. San Bernardino reports having had, 
according to record, 300 members, 10 have 
been received by letter, 34 have died, 37 
have removed by letter, and 73 are scattered, 
leaving in the branch 156 members; this 
includes a report from its organization; 
John Garner, pres.; Richard Allen, Jr., 
clerk. Brighton 12 members, 1 expelled; 
G. W. Harlow, pres.; J. H. Parr, clerk. 
Alameda Creek 74 members, 1 received by 
letter, 4 removed by letter; S. B. Robinson, 
pres. and clerk. San Francisco 62 mem
bers, 3 received by letter, 1 removed by 
letter, 3 ordinations; Wm, Hart, pres. and 
clerk. West Oakland 47 members, 1 re
ceived by certificate, 3 by letter, 4 by vote; 
Peter Betts, pres.; Peter Canavan, clerk. 
Davisville 12 members; no change since 
last report; J. B. Rice, pres. and clerk. 
Watsonville 56 members, 1 baptized, 1 re
ceived by certificate; Daniel Brown, pres.; 
D. J. Phillips, clerk. Pine Mountain 10 
members, 1 added since last report; H. G. 
Cahoon, pres. an'd clerk. Jefferson 21 
members, no change; J. Carmichael, pres., 
H. Holt, clerk. 

At 7:30 p.m., prayer by D. S. l\Iills. 
Preaching by Br. H.P. Brown, from Titus 
1 : 2. A good discourse to a full house. 

April 7, 10:30.-Prayer by Br. J. C. 
Clapp. }iinutes read and accepted. Br. 
Dinsdale was received into the church, by 
vote, on his original baptism. 

Branch Reports continued.-Santa Maria 
14 members, 5 baptized; Jam es Jeffries, 
pres.; N. W. Best, clerk, Long Valley 40 
members, no change; branch in good con
dition; John Holmes, pres. and clerk. 
Sacramento 41 members, 4 removed by let
ter, 2 expelled; C. Bagnall, pres.; E. W. 
Webb, clerk. 

Br. D. S. Mills read a letter from the 
president of the San Francisco sub-district, 
on the case of Br. McMillan. After re
marks by several, it was resolved to refer 
the case of Br. Angus l\IcMillen back to the 
San Francisco branch. 

Br. R. Huntly was then ordained an el
der, by Brn .. J. C. Clapp, H. P. Brown, D. 
S. l\lills, Wm. Anderson and A. Hawes. 

1:30 P.11.-Prayer by G. N. Davison. Re
ports resumed. 

John Roberts, Bishop's Agent, reported 
having received since last report $144.53; 
paid out $130.15, leaving a balance of $14. 
38. Also reported having on hand $136.10, 
a balance of moneys handed in for Br. A. H. 
Smith and family, and asked what he should 
do with it. It was thereupon 

Resolved that as all the money that was 
collected for the purpose of bringing A. H. 
Smith and family to California was not 
used for that purpose, we deem it proper to· 
refund the money to the contributors; but 
that we respectfully ask those who do not 
desire their portion of the money refunded• 
to them, to make a freewill offering of it to 
the church, to be used for the good of tha· 
work and the speed of truth. 

Stockton 45 members,1 received by certifi-· 
cate, 2 by letter, 2 expelled; Henry P;. 
Robbins, pres. and clerk. 

D. S. Mills read a letter from the land 
purchasing committee in Zion, and gave an• 
exhortation on the necessity of its being'. 
carried into effect, and that they be sus
tained by our means, faith and prayers> 

J. C. Clapp was sustained in the Oregon> 
mission. 

Releases from Charge of Sub-Districts.
A. Hawes from the Alameda; Daniel Brown 
from the Santa Cruz; H. P. Brown from the 
Sacramento; Wm. Anderson from the San• 
Francisco; Peter Briggs from the Patalu
ma; John Brush from the San Bernardino:;: 
G. N. Davison from the Santa Barbara. 

Sustained in Charge of Sub-Districts.-· 
Orren Smith in the San Joaquin and Visalia;· 
Alma Whitlock in the San Bernardino; R.R .. 
Dana as assistant of J. F. Burton in the 
Los Angelos; E. H. Webb in the Sacramen
to, and H. P. Brown appointed to take· 
charge of the Alameda and San Francisco• 
sub-districts. 

7:30 P.M.-Prayer by J. C. Clapp. Preach
ing by Wm. Anderson, to a full house. 

April 8th, 9A.M.-Prayerby H.P. Brown. 
The subject of our duties as saints and as 

elders was sprung, and some very good re
marks were made by Brn. H.P. Brown, J.C. 
Clapp, A. Haws, D. S. l\ilills and others. 

Resolved that the elders in the Pacific· 
Slope Mission, whether they have missions 
appointed them or not, be earnestly request
ed to labor to the extent of their ability iw 
spreading the truth. 

Bradbury Robinson was sustained in 
charge of the Humboldt sub-district. 

Resolved that we sustain the Herald and 
Hope in their present form, with a weekly 
paper in connection. 

The report of the committee in the case of 
S. Hubbard was received, and they were 
released. Said report was, that he is not 
at present considered to be a proper repre
sentative of the cause. 

1:30 P. 3r.-Prayer by John Roberts. The 
tent question was sprung, and it was 

Resolved that the committee be released 
and that the means now held by John Rob
erts for the purchase of a tent be refunded, 
if the donors desire it. Contributors re-

l
. quested to report at once to the Bishop'& 

Agent, Br. Jolrn Roberts, West Oakland,. 
California: 
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Resolved that this conference does here
by urge all the elders of the Pacific Slope 
to report at once all the particulars con
cerning their birth, baptism, ordination, 
and also their P. 0. address, enclosing re
turn postage, to Br. H. A. Stebbins, Church 
Recorder, Plano, Illinois. 

The committee that was was appointed to 
build a house for the president of the Pa
cific Slope Mission was discharged. 

D. S. Mills was sustained in charge of 
the mission. The authorities of the church 
in all the world were sustained. John 
Roberts was sustained as Bishop's Agent 
for California. 

Resolved that when this conference ad
journs it will be to meet at Oakland, Oct. 
Gth, 1876. 

That when Br. A. Hawes returns to labor 
in the ministry, that he do so under the di
rection of the district president. 

7:30 P. M.-Prayer by Wm. Anderson. 
Preaching by J. C. Clapp, to a full house. 
Text John 17: 3. 

Sunday, April 9th, at 9 A. M.-Testimony 
meeting, conducted by Brn. O. Smith and 
J. Root. At 11 o'clock, preaching by D. S. 
Mills, to a large and attentive audience. 

2 P. M.-Prayer by J. C. Clapp. Preach
ing by H. P. Brown. 

At 6 p. m., the sacrament was adminis
tered. The house being filled to overflow
ing, H. P. Brown was called upon to preach, 
which he did, assisted by J. C. Clapp, after 
which a resolution was passed sustaining 
by our faith, prayers, and means the Com
mittee on Location in Zion. 

Adjourned to meet at Oakland, California, 
October 6th, 1876. 

Sung "When shall we all meet again." 
Benediction by J. C. Clapp. 

~forth Eastern Wisconsin District. 
The above conference convened at the 

Saints' Meeting House, in Black Creek, 
Outagamie county, at 11 A.M., June 3d, 
1876; W. S. Montgomery in the chair; Peter 
Harris, clerk. Prayer by W. S. Montgom
ery. Minutes of last conference were ap. 
proved. 

Resolved that we sustain all the present 
authorities of the church in righteousness, 
by our faith and prayers. 

W. S. Montgomery was sustained as 
president of the district, and P. Harris as 
clerk. 

The case for trial, adjourned from last 
conference, was taken up, and after some 
discussion, it was again adjourned, namely, 
until the next district conference. J. M. 
iYait, E. Downey, and P. 0. Cor,nell, were 
appointed as a committee to take further 
testimony in regard to the cases of Hiram 
Keney and wife, Eunice Franklin, Henry 
Keney, Wm. Strope and wife, Julian Wood-

ard and Lydia Strope, and instructed to re
port at next conference. 

Elders J. M. Wait, Wm. Savage, Wm. S. 
Montgomery, J. Lampert, E. Kent and Peter 
Harris reported. 

At 7:30 p. m., preaching by W. S. Mont
gomery. 

June 4th, 10:30 a.m., preaching by Wm. 
Savage. At 2:30 p. m., sacrament, P. Har
ris officiating, followed by a prayer and tes
timony meeting. At 7:30 p. m., preaching 
by W. S. Montgomery, assisted by J. M. 
Wait. 

Adjourned to meet at same place, Sept. 
2d and 3d, 1876. 

First United Order of Enoch, 
NOTICE TO STOCKHOLDERS.-The annual 

meeting of stocliholders for the election of 
seven of their number as a Board of Direc
tors for the ensuing year, will be held on the 
conference grounds at Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
at one o'clock p.m., on Monday, October 9th, 
1876. All full paid shares should be repre
sented either in person, or by an authorized 
proxy with a certificate of appointment to 
represent the owner of the stock. Blank 
forms will be sent to those not expected to 
be present, but appointments can be written, 
if desired, without the forms. By order, 

H. A. STEBBINS, secretary. 

Massachusetts District. 
The next conference of the above district 

will be held at Providence, R. I,, October 
28th and 29th, 1876. 

GEo. C. SMITH, president. 

Kewanee District. 
Pursuant to the call of the president, in 

Herald of July 15th, convening a special 
conference of elders, to deliberate on the 
much mooted question of finance, the said 
conference assembled at Kewanee, Ill., July 
29th, and proceeded to discuss the question 
of ways and means, and in such a manner 
that it developed a great unanimity of 
thought upon the subject, and the following 
resolution was adopted without dissent, and 
with a full hope that the saints throughout 
the district will accept it as a foundation 
whtireon to build a permanent fund for the 
work of the ministry in the district. But it 
has especial reference to releasing the presi
dent's hands, that he may give his entire 
time to the charge imposed upon him. 

Resolved, that a separate and distinct 
fund shall be created, and designated as the 
District Conference Fund; and the several 
branches composing the Kewanee district 
are hereby instructed to appoint some per-
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son in each branch, whose duty is shall be 
to ireep a book for the accounts of said fund, 
•arrd he shall obtain the names of all mem
bers who are able and willing to contribute 
to said fund, and shall continue to solicit 
nnd collect monthly such sums of money as 
the saints can spare for this object; and all 
reoneys so collected shall be sent to the 
Bishop's Agent monthly, and he shall make 
·quarterly reports to his branch of such col
lections; 

And, be it further resolved, that the 
Bishop's Agent shall hold such fui;td sep~r
ate and distinct from any funds paid to him 
as tithings or free will offerings, and that 
the said fund shall be by him disbursed to, 
and for the work of the ministry in the dis
trict of which he shall make report to each 
qua;terly conference of all moneys receiv
·ed. from whom and to whom paid . 

• JOHN CHISNALL, clerk, pro. tem; 

Notified to Appear. 
>'thereas, Br. E. Wald1·en and Sr. Waldren 

ilircve left the London branch, Ontario, in an 
unbecoming manner, and as they have pass
·ed from the reach of the officers of the 
branch, therefore they are hereby notified 
to nppear before said b:anch and rr;ake re~
titution for wrong dorng, otherwise their 
c'''"''S will be a.ttended to on the 13th day of 
Se~J-tember, 1876, and their names will be 
dr~c;Jped from the Branch Record on proof 
.of' i':>.e charires. By order, 

~ JoRN J. CORNISH, president. 
W. CLOW, cler1c. 

:>-:no::-1, Ontario, Ang. 8th> 1S7G, 

:Javid Lewis, [t member- of the Malad 
hcauch, has departed to parts unknown, and 
;,, bereby notified to appear before the Ma
lad branch of the Reorganized Church of 
,fo~us Christ of Latter Day Saints, on the 
last Saturday in October, [28th], 1876, at 
lhr:'.r usual place of meeting, to answer to 
<: h ''.: ges that shall be preferred against him. 

' :II ORGAN JONES, president. 
:..1..D, Idaho, Aug. 12th, 1876. 

Articles ol:' Incorporation. 
S otice is hereby given, that in accordance 

wi;h a provision of the Articles of Incor
poration of the Reorge,nized Church of Jes us 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, a motion will 
be introduced at the next Semi-Annual Con
ference of saiCl. church, to amend said Arti
cles of Incorpomtion in some of its essential 
Dre.visions. J. W. BRIGGS. 

A ' :o:. Gth. 1876. z. H. GURLEY. 

J<'i.rst United Order of Enoch. 
'.:.'3LINQUE1'!T STOCKHOLDJlRS.-'Notice is 

hereby given to those few who have never 
pactl their full installments, or stock sub
scribed for, that if they al'e not able to pay 
up in full, and choose to have the amount 

they have paid returned to them, they cari 
have it done by sending back the receipt, 
or receipts, already issued to them for what 
they have paid; or if they still wish to hold 
the stock, and will pay for it by the first of 
October, 1876, let us know. By order, 

H. A. STllBBINs, secretary. 

Disfellowshiped. 
Andrew J. Hart was expelled from the 

Union branch, Indiana, on the 5th day of 
August, 1876, for fraud. 

ROBERT DUNLAP, clerk. 

Addresses. 
J. S. Patterson, <>are John Parker, 81 Wil

liam-street, London, Ontario. 
George C. Smith, No. 112, Winnisimmet

street, Chelsea, Mass. 

BORN. 
To the wife of Br. W. W. Squires. at Bag

dad, Santa Rosa county, Florida, June 8th, 
1876, a daughter, Ennie Moore. Both do
ing well. 

At London, Ontario, August 14th, 1876, to 
the wife of Br. John J. Cornish, a daughter. 
Mother and child doing well. 

MARRIED. 
In West Jordan, Salt Lake county, Utah, 

.July 20th, 1876, by elder Henry Marriott, 
Mr. John Wardle, of West Jordan, and Miss 
Hannah Day, of Coalville. May they live 
to obey the everlasting gospel. 

DIED. 
At Wilton Center, Will county, Ills., Aug

ust 10th, 1876, at two o'clock a.m .• sister 
Nancy Harvey, wife of Br. Hiram Harvey 
and mother of Sr. David Dancer, aged 71 
years, 3 months and 17 days. She was bap
tized at the above place by elder Lyman 
Johnson, in 1838 or 1839, and we believe 
has ever lived faithful to Christ's doctrine, 
and she greatly desired to see all her child
ren accept and obey the same. She was 
one of the good ones uf earth, and was be
loved for those affectionate, unselfish and 
enduring qualities of life and character that 
sustain one so nobly through life, and in 
death are a rich memento left to those who 
cherish her in loving thought. Mourn not 
as they who have no hope, for her place is 
and shall be among the noble and the blest. 
Funeral services by Bro. Frank Lofty, of 
Braidwood. H.A.s. 

At the residence of her son, Henry A. 
Cowles, near Spring Valley, Decatur county, 
Iowa, May 4th, 1876, of old age, Sr. Irene 
IL Cowles, widow of elder Austin Cowles, 
aged 68 years and 10 months. Sr. Cowles 
was one of the old time saints, having, with 
her husband, embraced the faith in an early 
day, and consequently she passed through 
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many trying scenes, along with the people 
of God. She was one of those peculiar per
so.ns spoken of by Paul, and whom he recom
mends so highly, namely, one who staid at 
h:ime and guided her house, "not a busy
body in other men's matters, not a tattler, 
not a backbiter, not a slanderer, going from 
house to house making mischief, and sowing 
the seeds of discord and strife;" but she was 
kind and gentle, peaceful and quiet, being 
in possession of that "meek and quiet spirit, 
which, in the sight of God, is of great price." 
She maintained her integrity to the last, 
enduring in faith to the end, so that when 
the message came she was prepared to de
part in peace, having a bright hope of a 
glorious resurrection. Funeral services by 
elder E. Robinson; text, Rev. 14: 13. 

At Coldwater, Mich., August 6th, 1876, of 
consumption, Sr. Nancy Blair, aged 53 years, 
2 months and 29 days. Sr. Blair's home 
was in Bronson, Mich., but she was visiting 
her children at the time of her death. She 
had been an invalid for some time, but not 
wholly confined to her bed. She was out 
riding on the day of her death, and when 
she retired that night, she remarked how 
much better she was feeling, and that she 
would soon be able to go home. She went 
to sleep, and when found in the morning, 
she was in the same position. When her 
husband arose early, to take the morning 
train for Bronson, he supposed her sleeping 
quietly; but her daughter soon discovered 
that her mother was dead, and in time to 
recall him before the train left. Her faith 
was firm in the latter day work, and her 
summons home was in quietness and peace. 
She was at her son-in-law's, G. L. Pope's, 
at the time of her death. One by one we 
are gathered home, and we can but say, 
"he doeth all things well." 

Near Linn, Osage county, JI.Io., August 
15th, 1876, Sr. Maria Mantle, wife of elder 
George Mantle, age not known. She united 
with the church in 1846, in Staffordshire, 
England; she united with the Reorganized 
Church at Linn, Mo., August 8th, 1865. She 
was a firm believer in the latter day work, 
and one ever willing to bear her testimony 
to the truth of the same. She said but a 
short time before her death: "I know that 
this work is of God. i\Iy dear children, keep 
the commandment of Jesus, and it will be 
well with you, and keep in the church." A 
crown of righteousness and a white robe 
will be given her in the resurrection morn. 

How About Missouri i 
Donan, of the Danville News, who lived 

for years in Missouri, answers these ques
tions very satisfactory for Virginians. Hear 
him: 

"Take Missouri as an instance. It sounds 
well to talk of hH State debt, as only $20,-

000,000. But add to this the fearful aggre
gate of $60,000,000 of county, township and 
city indebtedness, and you have $80,000,-
000 to pay 10 per cent., interest on, which 
requires an annual drain of$8,000,000, moat 
of it in gold. Lafayette county owes $1,-
500,000, at 10 per cent, demanding a yearly 
tax levy of $150,000 for interest purposes 
alone, on a poorly tilled county of but 22,-
000 inhabitants. Pett.is county owes $1,-
000,000; Howard county, $800,000; Cass, 
$600,000; and so all over the State. Crops 
for the last three years have been partial: 
failures, and farmers have had to borrow tO' 
pay their taxes and interest on their can
cerous mortgages. And when they escape 
drouth and grasshoppers, freeze, chinch
bug and flood, and make a full crop, their 
corn only brings ten cents a bushel, and 
their wheat seventy-five; and what farmer 
does not know that such price will never 
long stand 10 per cent mortgage interest and 
5 per cent taxation? Month after month 
and year after year, they are propping up 
the crazy fabric of debt by additional debt, 
borrowing money to pay interest on former 
loans, mortgaging one piece of land to save 
another from the sheriff's h<ammer, and all 
the time paying the money-sharks from 10· 
to 18 per cent. for brief respite from the 
inevitable crash ahead. How long can such 
a structure of blind extravagance, insane 
speculation, debt, mortgage and extortion 
stand?"- Valley Virginian, Aug. 3d, 1876. 

PUBLICATIONS ISSUED AND FOR SALE 
BY THE 

Boa1'rl of Publication of the Reorganizer} Church, 
.!T THEIR PUBLISHING HOUSE 

PLANO, KENDALL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
--ototo--

True Latter Day Saints' Herald: 
A semi-monthly periodical, 32 pages, edited byJosEPR 
SlIITH and HENRY A. STEBBINS. This is an official or-· 
gan, explanatory of the faith of the church, and con
tains correspondence from different parts of the world, 
giving accounts of the progress of the church, and' 
setting forth the dealings of God with his people. 

Price $2.15 per year, half year $1.10, per quarter 55 
cents, free of postage. 

Zion's Hope: 
A semi-monthly paper for children and Sunday Schools 
Edited by J oSEPH SMITH and HENRY A. STEBnINS. 

Price 60 cents per annum, 30c. per half year, free· 
of postage. 

Every child in Israel should be supplied with the 
HOPE. It is designed specially to qualify them for 
the great future, in which we anticipate their per· 
forming so important a part. 

The Messenger 
Published monthly at Salt Lake City, Utah, in the ID· 
terest ef the Reorganized Church. Jason W. Briggs, 
editor. Postage free, 50 cents per year. 

Holy Scriptures : 
Inspfred Translation by Joseph the Martyr. 

Bound :in Roan, ...... 2 20 
" Imitation Turkey, gilt ........ 2 70 

New Testament, inspired 65 
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The Saints' Harp-Hynin Book: 
Bound in Roan, plain ...... ; ••. ; .. 1 25 

"' Roan,·gilt, gilt edges . • :: .•• '1 ''75 
" Morocco, plaip, .. marb!ed ~dges . • ..... 2 00 

'Doctiine and .t:oveli'.itnts. 
.. In sprinkled SJi~e]i .·.~~. ; · . . . .. 

In Moroccoi m<1rpledetlges, 
1 ·~i , ... 'B:esJ)e~is: : •. 1 . 

lPoems,J;',fDa!idH. S!llitll_,;2Q'2 pages,fay.c;f: , , ; ... 
cloth, gilt edges . ,. . · ...... • ..... 1 50 

-s~ -' _Pam:Phi~t~ :. -
~.;,r~s.of;Qrde~·a.;,a:c,rl~bitte~fOr all.the.Deliberative 

Assmb,lies,.oL:tpe:C!ltir6h.;-;ais.o.a.c,liaptei:, on Branch 
Rnles,'and OI\e:on. Rep~r~~:of;Brancl,ies .arid :Districts. 
32 mo.; 'L28 pa;gelij'li<Jnnd'mlimp·cloth;;50:cts.'· .. 

"Visions of'JosephSmith•tlie Seer;Di~coveries oL.\.n:•. · 
dent A.merici\n,J{;ecord1<,~arid Relics,'-wit!Uhe.State•. 
merit'of:Dr/Led'erei' · Colivt1r.ted .J:ew) and :Others~ in 

. col3reci o'ove. .y:.rifail'10 cents.,\laeh;:'three 
fo1' .. gl>'c.e11ts, cents; . .· : · : · · · 
Tliil :Voice.o. .d:lns.tmctlo:qto.,,,n,people, 
· 7tpageli, byniaU .ce:rifii e,achi<thre~f~r.5\J cents, 

one dozeri for $if; . ':',':.': '> . . . 
· ,WitJiesses;i.o: tl;ie ;Re~nrtect'.ton' of· Jesus; 

oic,<i_µ.ti\:eac.h.,;,. . ... : 
~i:~f;iJ!l)lOPOB".U; 16 page~, 

. ·:.J. . . . .. :: •;' : ''•:?: . : .[. 
'.Con00);ctanceJ<rBooli: of:0.o:ve,nal1ts;:Z4 pages;lOcents, 
:Baptj~~;:Q~nji~~a!.follf ~d :,q:r4,rna1iorr, Cer~ijica~es: 

boun4·1D.Jlexi})le .cove~S{i!:O· cents: each,.'''': ... , 
Min ii tea. ont1tnuitl:,Cohferei'.ice; d:f 1s1,s1Z1.0c/ e~(J&; 
killiemo;r,lhl:t\> 2<HC:e.rits:per .. dozen; 

. , ... l;iii'~es~~r~btiqn, 32 ~a~es~; 
. ,s:ce. .. . . . . er: dozen, $a.25 per hnwlred;• 
PX::Opliecy'\>n'the Rebellion, 20 cents per·huµ<)re'd.: \ 

An assortment ofTracts 50 ee'ntis. · 
IN GERllfA:N. LANGUAGE; 

No; 19, Epitonie ofFaitli arid .Doct;ine, and Re:velatlon 
Q,n JaJ:.etltebeliion.,,,2'.Page.$,t:? -ct1Lpe~ doz~n, 35 cents 
per li0ndred, . , 

Wllc. ~lien Cari•be Si;ved, 4 pages, 25 cerits peJ." dozen, 
$blO per hundrei;U ':' :. :· .. · ' 

The (fospel, 2 pages, 6cts'. pefd~zen, 35 per linndred; 

. · Ucen\les and· NotfoeS:: . . 
Elder;.~ Lic~n$,;i,; p~r· ~tlndf.ed •··•;···•· . :.. .. 1 00 

;~i~s:~t~~>-'\'i~. ,· ~·~. <:', .,,-, <~- '~i)·--<:;_ :'::::~~: 'i:i~~::::~ 'l~:~~--
~i:~~nJotic~: fq ' .>'.' ~~·;;(lr~d;-: -::::;:; {, g~: 

H;._ H H . ,/~'i ... '~·;,··~J~:·.: '·5a; 
" _ ~~- , ___ , ~~e1Jng~,- p~~;·:~oo - 50~ 

SY:nday S6n~1: fifli,etsJ · 

·. '~ertificat(}S;,and Reports: 
Removal: Certificates, per.hundred .• ;; .... 1 00 
;Mar#.ag!3,< ::. ; . :.~. , ··. ~:'·. :. _ /'·. , ••• --- ·~·-~··-:·l 50 
Br!'rich S,tati~tica(Rep0rt~, per d(>zeu ·.~: .. :·:. 50 
':Anriual' - · ~"·': -· · · -~'- -- ·_·:tWO: for --~-·J.\. 15 
Branch. Financial " · · per dozeu 30 
Distric_t:: ·.,~'- .. - -"- -- -~,.- " 55 

FoRsCurT . AmJ!smNN· n is6i1$,~ro..N.; 
,-.- ;".!':~::_,: 
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•·. that t-he ·Comfng10:f Christ to''J~cl 

,.. · .. ·W~rid.".i~kbw·fp'mst;Y •. .: 
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_, __ '.''~·-,-_,,,>~":-·:0--"·--:'«'',' - - . _._,, 
Price: '.Oloik, :i~>(5ts;; Paper, 50 els. 

Tliedis6u~siqn!3:~t~d four da;va, 'll)\1.malfes.: 
a; book; of 194. Closely printed pages 

LITHOGRAPH PICTURE OF NAUVOO 
'.I'E.i\IPLE,;;'~s,X~~ Iriches,. . ·. : 
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,\ ->~ ·-· 
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·you have last been taking it, and.the time it was stop· 
ped, · · 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE 

LATTER DAY SAINTS' HERALD. 
~'lIEA.R.K!'N TO THE WORD OP THE ~o:a.n, J'OR THERll SHALL NOT ANY MAN AMONG YOU HAVll'BA.V. I!! BB 

O!'l'::i WIFE; AND CONCUBINES Hl! SHALL EAVli NONB."-.Book of .Mo-rmon. '!. ' 

u WB_l!;~ THB RIGHTEOUS AKE IN AUTHORI'l'Y1 'Ura P.IOPU BllJOICll; '8-UT. WREN TRll WIO-KE BlURETH 
RULE, THl::oP:&OPL.B MOURN.''-Prot1,_ 2~ ! 2~ 

Vol. 23. PLANO, ILL., SEPTEMBER 15, 1876. No.18 . 

.I§ Thci·e a Conflict? gather at the present time, bqt that the 
saints on all other lands, are commanded to 

There appears to be in the minds of gather to this land, preparatory to the re
marry of the brethren, an idea, that establishment of the Church in Zion, when 
there is a conflict of views among some the scattered saints on. this land will al
of the prominent elders of the, Church so .be commanded to gather and. return to 
o.n t. h.e sub;' ect of present duty to gather Zion,. and to their inheritances, in fulfill-

ment of the promises of God. And it is the 
together as contemplated in the revela- duty of the saintE· to turn their hearts and 
·tions 0f God. their faces ioward Zion, and supplicate the 

'l'his idea has grown out of a mis- Lord God for such deliverance;'' . 
understanding of a resolution passed at The principal points in this i;esolution 
the 1at~ conference at Plano, reading are: First, that there is no. command
thus, "Whereas. conferences of the past ment n.ow in force which requires a 
have affirro\3d ... thiit there is at present no gathering to a stake; second, that. the 
plac~ 0f g~tp(1tjng," &c. Also by an saints of .other lands are commanded to 
epistle of the Twelve, affirming the same gather to America "preparatory. to the 
i.de~: .This is supposed by some, indeed re-establishment of the Church in Zion;" 
by many, to. he iri .conflict with the rev- third, that a commandment "to gather 
elation of 1,87,3, wherein the Iiord de- and return to Zion" may be expected; 
dares in st1bstafice that '•former com- fourth, and all this to be done in order 
mandments" which require a gathering to the "fulfillment of the promises. of 
into the "regions round about" are in God;" fifth, the hearts and faces of the 
force. Let us see if there pe any clash- saints should be turned "toward Zion." 
ing of sentiment in this matte£. If and that they should "supplicate the 
there be, then where is the difficulty? Lord God for such deliverance,'! as before 
and who is in error? if there be any er- declared. I do not believe there is a half 
ror in the mattel, I dozen in the Church who do not endorse 

Perhaps a careful examination. of the these sentiments; and for. o~e, I most 
revelations,. an.d tb,e···· declarati·o·n· s. of con- 1· heartily believe and teach them. It is 
ferences, will sho'I\:. trh,at there is no xeal taught by Bro. Joseph Smith on this 
but only a seeming conflict ofsentiment. j subject in Herald of May 1st, 1876, 
The resolutio.ns of April, 1873, says that I "As if in confirmation of this" (the 
past conferences "have affirmed that above resolution) was "the revelation of 
there is at present no place of gather-11873." I for one doubt not that the 
ing." Now what has past conferences elders of the conference of 1863, were 
said on the subject? The only resolu- inspired of the Lord to frame.and pass 
tion that I have found, that affects the J the resol.ution just quoted. Let tis see 
case, is th,e one pass~d. at the April Con-1· ~ow re.ads the latest published .. r.evela
ference of 1863, whrnh reads thus: t10n given to the Church through the 

"Resolved, That in the opinion of this one al?pointed o~ the Lord, _anti see !f 
oonference, there is no stake to which the I there is any conflict between it and this 
saints on this continent are commanded to resolution. 

Whole No. 354. 
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"It is not exped.ient in me that there shall 
be any stakes appointed until I command 
my people. When it shall be necessary I 
will command that they be established. 
Let my commandments to gather into the 
regions round about, and the counsel of the 
elders of my church guide in this matter 
until it shall be otherwise given of me." 

Attentfon is called to the following 
points: First, it repeats the statement 
that "there is no stake to which the 
saints are commandea to gather;" sec
ond, the Lord says "when it shall be nec
essary I will command that they be es
tablished." Now he had already given 
us the rule to govern in such a case, 
namely, in the revelation of December, 
1833, (sec. 98, par. 5), wherein the Lord 
teaches that the necessity for stakes will 
be the lack of room in Zion, hence Zion 
must first be filled. Third, certain com
mandments previously given, are to 
"guide the church in this matter" of the 
gathering, until the Lord . gives other· 
wise, . or gives further commandments 
on the matter. The question now is, 
what commandments are here alluded 
to? The L0:rd says, the "command
ments to gather into the regions round 
about." When did '.he give command
ments on that subject? A very clear 
and definite commandment was given in 
December, 1833, (sec. 98, par. 9, D. & 
C.), which reads thus: 

"Therefore a commandment I give unto 
all the churches, that they shall continue 
to gather together unto the places which I 
have appointed; nevertheless, as I said un
to you in a former commandment, let not 
your gathering be in haste, nor by flight, 
but let all things be prepared before you, 
and in order that all things be prepared 
before you, .observe the commandments 
which I have given concerning these things, 
which saith or teacheth, to purC'hase all the 
lands by money, which can be purchased 
for money, in the region round about the 
land which I have appointed to be the land 
of Zion, for the beginning of the gathering 
of my saints," &c. 

Now observe that the Lord says that 
the saints in order to have all things 
prepared before them, are to observe 
certain commandments already given 
concerning a certain subject, and that 
is, they we_re commanded to purchase all 
the land by money that can be purchas
ed for money in the regions round about 

the land which he had appointed to be 
the land of Zion, for the beginning of th& 
gathering of the saints. The place appoint
ed for the beginning of the gathering is 
the place the Lord called "the land of 
Zion,'' the region round about is of 
course the region surrounding this place. 
The land or place appointed for the begin
ning of the gathering is described in a 
"former cominandment" given in Sept._ 
1832, sec. 88, par. 1, 2. In one of these 
commandments given concerning these 
things, that is about purchasing the 
land, the Lord says that it is his will 
that a certain "whole region of country" 
should be purchased "as soon as time 
will permit." In the same revelation 
the Lord says: 

"Let the privileges of the land be made 
known, from time to time, by the bishop, or 
the agent of the :church ; al!d let the work 
of gathering be riot in haste nor by flight,. 
but let it be done as. shall be counselled by 
the elders of the church at the conferences,. 
according to the knowledge which they re
reive frQm time fo time." 

Now it must be apparent that the el
ders are not to couns¢l in any way that 
will conflict with therevelations that are 
to "guide in t}:lis .·matter," for if they 
should it woul(t ,J;l{).t •be of any force or 
authority. Buttlfeelders in conference 
assembled in 1863 c.ounseled (as we have 
shown, in the resolutioµ quoted) in har
mony with the . revelations previously· 
given concerning Zion's re,establishment, 
and that there .should be no place of 
gathering until God commanded, i. e. no 
stake was to be. appointed. And the 
revelation of 1873 declares that the for
mer commandnients "to gather into the 
regions round .about" arB still in force, 
or are to guide in this matter of gather
ing; and it further declares that the 
counsel of the elders shall guide in this 
matter, but common sense would teach us 
that there must be no conflict between 
these commandments and the elders'· 
"counsel." 

The elders did counsel, and that 
wisely, in 1863, and the decision or tes
timony of the Twelve in their late Epis
tle is that this counsel of the conference· 
of 1863 is to be a governing principle, 
or the "rule to govern us in our teach-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 547 

ings on this subject.'' As the <"atherin" 
into "the regions round about the land 
of Zion," (which regions are very plain
ly described in the last clause of par. 9, 
sec. 98, D. C.), is not appointing or 
gathering to a stake, there is no conflict 
at all in the counsel of the elders in 1863 
and the revelation of 1873 ; and hence, 
as the conference of 1873 endorsed this 
revelation, therefore the teaching of the 
elders should be this resolution or the 
principles contained therein and in the 
revelation of 1873. First, that the work 
of gathering should continue. Second, 
that all the land that can be purchased 
should be, in the region round about th~ 
place appointed for the beginning of the 
ga.thering, and at which place the gath
ermg did once begin. Third that no 
stake is to be made without di;ine com
mandment, and that they are not to be 
expected till. th~y become necessary by 
lack of room m Z10n. Fourth that Zion 
will be built up by command of God and 
that in the meantime the saints should 
gather to this country, and also seek to 
people "the region round about" by 
sending wise men to purchase thes~ lands 
and "gather together unto them.'' Fifth, 
and to turn their hearts and their faces 
toward Zion and supplicate the Lord God 
to deliver Zion from Gentile rule, and 
to restore the saints to their inheritances 
as God has promised. ' 

May the Lord enable us to see eye to 
eye on .this matter; and it appears to 
me that if our teachings will be the senti
ments and facts of the resolution of 1863 
and the revelation of 1873, and the "for: 
mer commandments" on this subject 
which, by the revelation of 1873 are de: 
clared to be in forc.e, we can easily be of 
one heart and of one mind. ·we can 
speak the same things and have the same 
judgment. I see, therefore, no conflict 
at all between the resolution of 1863 · 
the revelation of 1873; the resolution of 
conference of 1873, and the sentiment 
of the Epistle of the Twelve. I,et us 
+· • . ,~mt not .m our prayers for the redemp-
tion of Z10n, and at the same time do all 
that we can with our means, and personal 
efforts toward the same. T. w. SmTH. 

-------------·-·· 
John IL Hansen, box 860, Council Bluffs 

Iowa. ' 

A Reh·ospect 
FROM JULY 25th, 1876, TO JULY 25th, rn26. 

Fifty years ago to-day-how brief the 
interval that has rolled between ! It 
seems but a span, a few brief years at 
most ! Yet how much has been crowded 
into that short space ! What mighty 
changes! What wondrous events! events 
that not only affect the well-being of the 
ind~vidual but of the race, not only of a 
nation but of the world, not only of the 
world but 1 of the universe. The mind 
with its highest earthly attainments can
not measure the stupendous effects of 
t?e great events that have transpired 
smce fifty years ago to-day; but it was 
no~ about them that I took my pen to 
write. 

Fifty years ago to-day your humble 
servant was ushered into· the world 
greeted with.tears and caresses. Ther~ 
were tears because of the gloomy pros
pect that lay before me ; for I was born . 
in poverty and deprived of the paternal 
hand that should have led me .with a 
father's care through the0;jjevious paths 
of youth. Only one loving voice. to greet 
me! Only one loving pair of lips to kiss 
me ! Only one kind bosom on which I 
could repose, one gentle hand to "Uide 
my faltering steps through life; andthat, 
through t~e pressure of poverty, soon to 
place me m care of those who cared not 
for me, but only for the pittance she who 
gave me birth, could give them.' No 
wonder I was greeted with tears; but they 
were not the tears of despair, but of trust 
of confidence, of hope in God. ' 

As I now sit at my window I gaze 
upon my mother's tomb, and think over 
the story of my childhood as I received 
it from her lips-of her prayers and 
tears for me. Of her dedication of me 
to the Lord, as did Hannah of old her 
beloved Samuel. She never doubted 
God's care for me, however dark and 
gloomy the clOuds that lowered over my 
head and hers ; for she had an abidin" 
trust that.her dedication was accepted of' 
heaven. vVhen, in after years, evil 
tongues bore evil tidings of me, she wept 
as. only mothers, weep for a vagabond 
child; but through her blinding tears she 
saw God's hand directing my steps, and 
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she was comforted with tke assurance 
that, while I had never seen my earthly 
father's face, my heavenly Father's hand 
was guiding the bark of her storm-tossed 
child. · 

Fifty years ago God was preparing his 
servant Joseph, by visions and ministra
tions of angels, to arouse the slumbering 
world with the trumpet of the gospel of 
peace. Would it be presumptuous to say 
that at that time I was born to take a part 
in that glorious work ? I would be far 
from boasting; but I cannot stifle a be
lief that God called me from my mother's 
womb to the task. I know that I have 
never sat. at the feet of a Gamaliel, nor 
have I seen the inside of those seats of 
learning where men are supposed to be 
prepared for the sacred calling. My 
college has been the wide world, my tu
tors the hard, rugged, sharp-edged cir
cumstances with which I have been sur
rounded, together with the still small 
voice of God's Spirit, which whispered 
wisdom in my ears and solved the mys
teries that loomed up before my mind; 
these were my only means of preparation 
for the gospel ministry. But my moth• 
er had dedicated me to God's service, 
and the work of preparation was his, and 
he used such means as pleased him. 

My childhood was passed in adversity. 
Having learned to read my Bible, my 
mental pabulum was drawn from that 
sacred record, from Bunyan's Pilgrim's 
Progress, and from ./Esop's fables j three 
volumes with which I formed a very 
intimate acquaintance, and from which 
I early learned some valuable lessons; 
lessons which, in spite of my wayward
ness and willfulness, have always acted 
as monitors to my mind, and the remem
brance of them has preserved me from 
many evils that have stood in my path
way. 

:Jiy boyhood was one of servitude and 
oppression, which sorely tried and chafed 
my proud and unrestrained spirit. There 
seemed a desire, on the part of my master, 
to crush out my natural independence, 
ancl I was as determined on my part that 
I would die rather than be a slave men-
ally or bodily. 

:Manhood came at last, after long, 

weary waiting, and many tears; and! 
when it came I was at loss to know how 
to use it. I felt in danger of being a 
mere cipher in the world; and almost 
friendless, unused to liberty, ignorant of 
my own powers, and fearful that I could 
never succeed in anything, the world 
seemed to me a waste. 

I had tried in my boyhood to draw 
comfort from a religious life-faith in 
God had been precious to my soul, and 
his existence was a source of comfort. 
It did me good to realize that there was 
a God who loved to bless and comfort 
mankind, and one ready to help them in . 
time of need; but I had seen so much of 
boasted but empty professions of religion,. 
while their lives who made such profes
sions were a libel on the sacred truth, 
that I became. disgusted; and I turned 
away, loathing the solemn mockery, and 
sighing for that which was real, if real .. 
ity was to be found. 

I had heard of a people, of a strange 
class, unlike all the rest of the world. 
They were spoken evil of by all; and I, 
although I had read in my Bible, 
"Blessed are ye when all men speak evil 
of you falsely for my name sake,'' sup
posed they were worthy of all the evil 
epithets that had been applied to them. 
But bye and bye I was led, by bitter op· 
ponents of this people, to investigate the 
matter, or, rather to listen to their per
secutors. I heard a torrent of abuse 
poured out by the fiery eloquence of an 
orator, and I thought it was true until 
the same orator began to criticise the 
doctrines of the people he was reviling. 
Then from the knowledge I had gained 
of God's word, I knew that he was per
verting the truths of heaven; and it 
flashed upon my mind that he who would 
misrepresent God's word would also mis
represent his people; and, therefore, it 
was possible that the people despised by 
all were Christ's people. So I deter
mined upon a thorough investigation of 
the matter, and the result was that I be
came thoroughly persuaded that God 
had revealed himself again to man; that 
he had restored his gospel with all its 
powers and privileges; that he had again 
organized his church as in olden time, 
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and that he was authorizing man to go 
forth and warn the world, and to declare 
that these were the last times; that the 
coming of the Son of God was near at 
hand, and that he would come unto all 
mankind as a thief in the night, and 
that this was the hour of preparation. 

My duty was plain, and I obeyed that 
form of godliness taught by Christ and 
his apostles, and I received the blessings 
of obedience as far as I had become wor
thy. This was a new era to my soul. I 
was twenty-one years of age, and not only 
free as a man, but free as a child of God, 
enjoying the liberty of the gospel. I had 
found a people that I was proud to call 
my people. They were outcasts, so was 
I; they were oppressed as I had always 
been; they found no sympathy from 
either the religious or irreligious world, 
and that people were my people and their 
God my God. 

Six months had not elapsed before I 
was called to be a messenger for God. 

· Old, pious mothers, who knew not the 
fullness of the gospel, had prophesied, 
years before, and ministers had hinted 
that I ought to be sent to college. Pi
ous companions had foreshadowed that I 
might yet preach the gospel, but they 
only thought of the gospel as taught by 
men, and the same people despised me 
when I was called to nreaeh Chri'.st's 
gospel. IVIy mother had' seen in the dim 
distance her youngest child a messenger 
of truth, but she, too, was shocked when 
she found that I had embraced what 
everybody called a delusion; yet she had 
confidence in God and really hoped that 
I was now called of God, in accordance 
with my early dedication. I preached 
to her and she received the truth, and I 
buried her with Christ in baptism. .M:y 
only brother, after gazing in wonder, and 
fearing that I was deceived, received the 
truth, and was buried with his He
deemer in baptism, my h:mds. To 
God be all the glory ; 

From the spring of 18,1cl to 1864 I 
spent my tJme trying to declare the glo
rious message; how faithfully and how 
successfully eternity must tell. In this 
work I drank deeply of the cup of sor
row; but the knowledge of God's truth 

sweetened the dregs to my soul. In this 
time He had blessed me with a companion 
who was willing to sacrifice all for 
Christ's sake; yes, even the society of 
her husband who was dearer to her than 
lifo. And however much she loved hiF> 
society, she neYer held him back from 
his duty. Although his absence caused 
her to drag through years of poverty, 
yet she was willing to trust to the prov
idence of the Almighty; and he never 
failed her in the hour of need. 

In 1854 we started for Utah, but it 
pleased God to save her the degradation 
of polygamy. and the kindred evils that 
reigned there, and after months of travel 
and weeks of pain she fell asleep in J e
sus, on the mountains, leaving me with 
two sweet babes the fruits of our love, 
and nowt.he comfort of increasing years. 
In Utah I saw what I had never dreamed 
of, the sad effects of apostasy from the 
true order of God. My mind was be
wildered, and I watched with anxious 
eyes for good, but evil stalked abro9,d in 
the streets. It ruled in the sanctual'y ; 
it controlled in the courts of justice, and 
truth had fallen in the streets, and evil 
was called good 1md good evil. 'f'he 
records that God had given were disre·
garded, and Zion, once fair and beautlfnl, 
was polluted and covered with sh9,me. 

None can tell the bitter anguish 
mind endured as the awful truth 
itself upon me. My heart sank within 
me, and it seemed as though all was 
darkness, and even the truth seemed 
hidden in that darkness. Where could I 
look for truth? It was in vain to search 
for it in the world, the men who had 
borne its standard aloft had betrayed it 
and I was so bewildered that I was 
to think. that my former experience'~ 
were but natural consequences. Not 
knowing, where else to go, and forgetful 
of my God, I turned away with disgust. 
It was a durk hour. I cannot tell t,11e 
darkness of my soul, but I felt its 
Egyptian power; and sometimes, as I 
thought of God and my former blessings, 
I tried to account for them, but in vain, 
only upon gospel principles. But I 
could not. see how men who had received 
so much could turn traitors to their God. 
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I had forgotten Judas and many others 
of scriptural times. 

But God strengthened my arm, and 
delivered me and my second companion, 
(whom he had given in answer t0 my 
prayers), and also my children, and in 
1859 we returned to my brother's in 
Fontanelle, Nebraska. We remained 
in this state until 1861. We met with 
the True Latte1· Day Saints' Herald, 
sent by the kindness of Bro. E. C. Briggs 
and W.W. Blair. There was light and 
I received it; my wife and children re
ceived it; my brother received it; and 
I searched for the men who had it, and, 
finding them, I was baptized by Br. Blair 
in :rYiarch, 1861. I was ordained an el
der, and shortly after was called into the 
field to travel, and there I have been 
ever since. Brother J arius l'lf. Putney 
gave me a new suit of clothes to preach 
in, God bless him. I can only say I 
have tried to do good and not evil. In 
the commencement of 1863 I carried 
the good news to my native land, but 
was rejected by most of those who were 
called Latter Day Saints. Some receiv
ed the message as borne by brethren J. 
W. Briggs, J. Jeremiah and myself; and 
many more have since regretted that 
they did not receive it then. 

It is now neal'ly twenty-nine years 
eince I was called to sound the gospel 
trump. I have nothing to boast, some
thing to rejoice over, and much to re
gret; but my regrets were caused by my 
own want of wisdom. I am now fifty 

old, and I thank God that my love 
the truth increases with my years. 

I am still trying to spend and be spent 
for the kingdom of God. When I read 
the reports of many who are many years 
my seniors, and also many of those given 
in by younger brethren, I feel ashamed 
of having done so little in the cause of 
God and humanity. I have no desire 
to cease my labors until I cease to live, 
and I thank God that my present com
panion counts no sacrifice too great for 
the truth.. She is ever willing to help 
on the work, and never holds back, but 
desirefl to see God's kingdom flourish, 
even though she has to saerifice the com
forts of lifo to effect this important re
sult. 

In all that fifty years I can trace the 
kindly hand of my heavenly Father, and 
I have felt the force of a mother's pray
ers. I can see how God has led me and 
protected me from evil, provided for my 
wants, warned me of dangers, admonish
ed me of my errors, comforted me in af
fliction; and, when all has been dark 
around me, he caused his light to shine 
upon my pathway, and made me rejoice. 
For fifty years He has borne with my 
evils and in His mercy has strengthened 
me to overcome. In all my wanderings 
my family has been the object of His 
care, and they can a11 testify, with me, 
that God bas never forsaken them. I 
cannot tell how many wrong steps I have 
taken, how many wrong words spoken, 
how many times I have yielded to the 
tempter's snares; but I can tell that God 
has always been gracious to me, and 
that his tender mercies have ever been 
over me. Still trusting in Him I now 
enter upon another year. How long my 
years may be lengthened out I know not, 
but I hope to live until I have filled the 
measure of my creation. While I live 
I desire to be actively found in the way 
of holiness-I do not desire to live for 
self alone, for he only lives who lives to 
God. 

I now want to testify to my young 
friends that, ''The foar of the. Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom;" that the path 
of wisdom and virtue is indeed the path 
of pleasantness and peace. The yoke of 
Jesus is easy and his burden is light. 
Youth is the time you should dedicate 
yourselves to the Lord; buckle on the 
armor of righteousness; be willing, yea, 
anxious, to serve in any capacity God 
may call you unto; and, if you should 
be employed as messengera to the world, 
be not exalted in your own opinion, be 
not over confident in your own powers. 
If you are successfol ministers do not 
forget to acknowledge the only source 
from whence it comes; remember, "Pride 
goeth before destruction and a haughty 
spirit before a fall." Again, do not let 
a sense of your weakness and inability 
discourage· you; for remember that He 
who has called you is able to "make you 
able ministers of the New Covenant, not 
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of the letter only, but of the Spirit." 
Seek always to hold close communion 

with your own hearts; weigh your own 
thoughts, words and actions, and try to 
see yourselves by the light of truth. 
Do not seem to be wise, but learn wis
dom by study, by observation and ex
perience, not forgetting to call upon God 
for the precious gift. A void a vain and 
boasting spirit, for if God blesses you 
more than your fellows give him the 
glory. Contemn the flattering tongue, 
don't Jet it charm you, for while it may 
seem pleasant it is poisonous. Remem
ber all our powers are from God, and 
never look down on your less favored 
brother, but help him, cheer him, and 
strengthen him by unpretentious words 
and kindly ways. Esteem the society 
of the wise, avoid the company of fools. 
The former are in the narrow way of 
life; the latter are traveling on the 
broad road to destruction. Be not en
vious of those who are more prosperous 
than yourselves, but examine your own 
hearts and ways, and look within your
selves for the cause of your want of suc
cess. 

Solomon says, "He who governs him
self is greater than he who taketh a 
city." Self-government is the first step 
in the successful government of others. 
Without this you will be a laughing
stock for fools, and an object of pity to 
the wise. 

Never treat sacred things with irrev
erence, and always treat with respect the 
views of others. Let love inspire your 
words and actions to all mankind. Do 
your own thinking, but be willing to hear 
another's thoughts expressed. ·when 
you preach, be yourselves, never try to 
imitate another man; the ass in the li
on's skin would be known by his braying, 
even though his ears were hid. Culti
vate your own natural powers and style, 
B"nd you will be at ease before the most crit
ical audience, but try to imitate another 
and they will write you down a fool. 

With the humble prayer that God 
may help you and me to spend our days 
in usefulness, having our eyes single to 
the glory of God, that, whether our days 
be fow or many, the end might be like 

the glorious setting of the sun, and our 
rising again be with the sun of right
eousness, with him to live and reign on 
the earth redeemed and glorified, I am 
affectionately yours, c. DERRY. 

Cinnch Dedicatio11. 
On the corner of Bank and Thir

teenth streets, Keokuk, Iowa, stands a 
very modest, unpretending structure, a 
frame building, twenty-five by forty feet 
-with gothic windows-and over the 
door a tablet with this legend: "REor
GANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 

L. D.S. 1876." It was erected by a few 
devout and humble people, for the love 
they have for the cause they have es
poused, without the solicitation of aid 
from others who follow Christ in church
es and sects of different forms o'r govern
ment, or different schedules or creeds of 
faith. 

Yesterday it was dedicated with sol
emn and impressive ceremonies, Elder 
Mark Forscuttof!iciating. The opening 
hymn was ~ne of his own composition, 
and was sung to the tune which carries 
the well known hymn, "Nearer my God 
to Thee." 

"Met, Lord, to dedicate 
This house to Thee; 

Do Thou it consecrate, 
Holy may it be," 

were the opening lines. After prayer 
was read a portion of the dedicatory ser
vice of King Solomon when he devoted 
the temple to the worship of Almighty 
God. Mr. Forscutt made this the sub
ject of his discourse, which was thought
ful, impassioned, earnest, and, more than 
once, eloquent. It would have awakened 
enthusiasm in the tabernacle, crowded 
with thousands of worshippers, as it did 
in the hearts of the few who were so for
tunate as to hear him. One of his com
parisons was very felicitous-thus; "The 
magnificent temple at Jerusalem was 
built by a whole nation-peculiarly 
blessed by God-having wealth and 
every element that conspired to make it 
the wonder of the world; this house was 
erected by humble but faithful people, 
who were despised by some and .hated by 
others, and maligned by nearly all.'' 
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Here his picture was ~urely very grand. 
He made allusions to the word "reor
ganized" on the tablet:. The church of 
Christ is always the same and the word 
was used to distinguish ifilis from the 
Utah church and all other branches of 
Latter Day Saints. One idea-that God 
would accept of the right of this church, 
'because of the paternal relation between 
Him nnd His children every where, 
was very beautifully expressed. 

One other thought; the crime of Solo
m:on culminated in the revolt of the ten 
tribes j so the same crime of the lead.em 
of Latter Day Saints resulted in the 
apostasy of ten of their prophets. God 
has blessed their church, and made it an 
epoch in the history of nations. The 
prophet (Jer. 12. 9) says, "li'Iy heritage 
is unto me as a speckled bird, the birds 
:round about are against her." 'l'his is 
a perfect illustration of the condition of 
the church. Men point reproachfully 
and say, "There goes a Mormon." These 
speckles are the grandest feature of the 
church, the perfection and fulfillment of 
God's law. The object of the church is 
the formation of the best possible char
acter. In order to do this, there must 
be growth of the spiritual, moral, intel
lectual and physical in man j each hav-

a most important part; all naturally 
dependent; no one of these to be neg
lected, no one allowed to OYershadow the 
other. A religion that affects us 
in some future possible hereafter is 
nothing at al!. Such a ail blends 
ha1·moniously the intel-· 
l:ectual and spfritual :fits a man 
here, and for assoei:i,tion with the 
hosts beyond. 

This church w&.s in debt. It was a 
<lebt that could never be p?tid. It was 
a debt of gratitude to the noble souis 
who had paid for every and every 
board and every piece of mo.rt2r in the 
building. 

Here came a singubr 
talk about tho "naked 
speaker did not like 
not even the truth. 
be adorned with 
shades, and lines of 
Neither did he like 

idc1L I'00ple 
truth." The 

naked
Elrnuld 

and 

proceeded to say that some furniture 
and adornments :were necessary, and 
called for a contribution, which met a 
liberal response. ,,'.: 

Then in a prayer of wonderful force 
and impressivenesb, the church was sol
emnly dedicated, ~nd afterward submit
ted in due form t~ the care and keeping 
of Mr. Geo. \Yilsoh, of this city.-Keo
ku7,; Constitution, July 24th, 1876. 

l:leasous Fo1· Oau Hope. 
Obedience is said to be better than 

sacrifice; but it is evident that we must 
make sacrifice of some kind before we 
can be able to 1i ve obedient to the com
mandments, just as one must have faith 
in God to be able to do works accepta
ble to him; and the more of such faith 
we can have the more good works we 
can be enabled to do. Hence the more 
reasons we can Jearn, and the more 
proofS we can obtain, the stronger faith 

'can we have toward God. By searching 
the scriptures, and asking the Lord for 
wisdom, not leaning on our own under
standin~, and by living our lives as near 
to God as we can, and by exercising 
what faith we can obtain we will then 
learn in what respect we cart please God 
to gain his favor. In Prov. 16, we read: 
"\\Then a man·s ways please the Lord, 
He will make even his enemies to be at 
peace with him."' INFERIOR. 

'1.'he Othel' \Vorhh. 
The sacred writings are only less 

wonderful for what they omit than for 
what they contain. They give answers 
to the most important questions of the 
intellect, but are silent uponmanyques
tions of high interest j and why certain 
facts are revealed and other unattainable 
facts are not revealed, is more. than hu
man beings can easily account for
"Here is wisdom and it remaineth in me." 
Science supplements religion in every 
department. of knowledge and of human 
affairs. The dividing line between them 
is an arbittary one. \Vho shall make 
them blend in harmony, in medicine, in 
history, astronomy, geology, government, 
art, in social ethics, etc? 

"Twinkle, twinkle, little star, How I 
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wonder what you are," says th'e child, 
and bending age repeats the same in
quiry. Why! says science. ·"The stars 
are worlds, suns." True. "What else?" 
is asked; and the answer is given that 
a few of them are planets like ours, and 
the many are suns like our own; seuding 
light through space that is the same as 
sunlight, and which analyzed in the 
spectroscope shows that the elements of 
the starry worlds are the simple Bixty
three primitive elflments of which all 
terrestrial things are composed. 

All the worlds of space are one family 
in different stages of development; the 
first stage being light-" Prhna die fecit 
lucem." Nebula are inchoate worlds, 
and the spectrum proves them glowing 
gas-''who among us shall dwell with 
everlasting burnings." Eighteen dif
erent mineral bases have been detected 

·in the sun, in a high state of fusion and 
known by their spectrum. Litanium, 
sodium, iron and hydrogen are found in 
Aldebaran. 

lilercury is much like the earth, but 
subject to from four to five times as much 
heat from the sun. Venus receives 
twice as much heat as the earth, making 
its polar regions· temperate. Mars has 
an atmosphere ; we can see its clouds 
and its seas, and the snow at its pole. It 
has its days and nights, its winter and 
summer, but it's frigid belt ettends 
down throughout the region of the tern- I 
perate zone of the earth. Jupiter-ac
cording to Professor Proctor-is subject 
to storms that desolate it, and it and 
Saturn, being large, are still glowing 
with heat. All the moons are supposed 
to have lost their heat. Our own moon 
is heatless, verdureless, lifeless-a dead 
world. 

When science had first demonstrated 
that the worlds were all akin, it became 
a prevalent belief that they were all in
habited. Doctor Dick, in voluminous 
and learned works, excepted not even the 
sun from this probability. Science has 
pushed the investigation still farther and 
infers that flesh and blood cannot inher
it those orbs. God may dwell in ever
lasting burnings, but human beings can
not live in in the flame of suns, or neb-

ulw, or comets; nor in the frozen worlds 
beyond the influence of the sun. But 
God has made nothing in vain, and tlrn 
argument ·from analogy still holds good 
-all terrestrial Bpaces Support such life 
as is adapted to them. There may be 
life in all the worlds of space, but not 
(says Proctor) 'human life in any known 
to science. 

This conclusion of science refutes a 
former prominent objection of science. 
The sneer has been common that the 
Bible made this infinitesimal world the 
sole theatre of all grand events; but in 
t.his latter view of science there cannot 
be any known creation so grand as the 
earth. Where else, ifthis view be cor
rect, could Christ have been born; to 
what other world could the plan of sal
vation apply? 

Astronomy, then, is ~ringing us back 
to the simple faith of the fathers, that 
God has special relations to this earth. 
Ot.her worlds may be in. their infancy, 
others agafo be passed into their glori
fied state, but of this deduction science 
takes no 'account. 

The late revelation of the telescope 
harmonize with the fact that divine :rev
elation does give prominence to tho 
earth. 'l'he sun fa said to be appointed 
to rule the day, and the starn to give 
light : and "He appointeth the moon for 
seasons,'' saith the Psalmist. The vast
ness of creation is at the same time every
where recognized in the Bible. "Tell 
the stars if thou be able to number them." 
God only is great, "which" (says Job) 
sealeth up the stars, which alone spre::d
eth out the heavens, and treadeth upon 
the waves of the sea; which maketh 
Arcturus, Orion and Pleides and the 
chambers of the south."~ , Yet great as 
the vision of the heavens is, Job expected 
his Redeemer to "stand upon the earth,'' 
and in his fl.esh to see God. 

In the light of science too, it is easier 
to understand that this among the least 
of worlds, may have a fame like that of 
the least among the cities of ,Jud ah
subject of ancient prophecy: 

"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thou
sands of' Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
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come·forth unto me that is to be Ruler 
in Israel, whese goings forth ha,ve been 
from of old, from everlasting." This 
may be the Bethlehem planet of all the 
creations of God : even as it ·is said: 
"Thou hast taken Zion unto thine own 
bosom, from all the cr~~tions of God." 

In harmony with this view of the 
connection of Christ with the whole 
universe are the fact~, that at his birth 
a star appeared and stood over the place 
where the young .child lay, and the 
:Siagi who came to worship him said, 
"We have seen his star in the east:" 
and at his death the sun was darkened 
on Judea, and for three days parts of 
the American continent were shrouded 
in darkness, convulsed with.earthquakes 
and "scorched with tke flame of devour
ing fire;" and the prophecies that at his 
second coming there shall be signs in 
the sun and in the moon, and the powers 
of heaven be shaken. 

There is a sect who hold the doctrine 
tha,t new worlds are ever being created 
to be peopled by the.it-peculiar institu
tion. It is a "strong delusion," but 
based on a great. ancl even poetfo con-
ception. ·· 

Among latter day revelations are some 
. that have special refoNm•Je to "other 
worlds," one of' which is that there is a 
grand central o:rb wheri:i God in person 
dwells. Another one rather. conflicts 
with the scientific deduction to which 
this paper so often recurs; but it is in
teresting and deeply mysterious. I quote: 

"And worlds without number have I ere=. 
ated, and I also created them for mine own 
purpose; and by t.J1~ Son l created them, 
which is mine Only Begotten, and the first 
man of.all men I have called Adam, which 
is many. But only an account of this earth 
and its inhabitants givo I unto you; for be
hold there are many woi'lds which have 
passed away by.the woi·d of my power, and 
there are many also which now stand." · 

The argument holds good still in re
gard to scientific unbelief. G.oing back 
to that argument: Science can find no 
fit abode for human beings but this 
earth. l\Ian is thus the highest crea
tion known to science : his mind par
takes of the nature of the Omniscient. 
His birth upon the earth gives it dignity. 
Prophets have Jived upon this earth who 

have sung the whole course of time. It 
was on this earth they saw their won
drous visions; as this: "Lo, I see four 
men loose, walking in the midst of the 
fire, and the form of the fourth is like 
the Son of God." And one in the form 
of man was seen stilling the tempest, 
raising the dead, and himself raising 
from death. JHan was "made in the im
age of God," says Scripture. :Men born 
on the earth have returned to it as mes
sengers from God; and there are prom
ises to men that they shall be like Christ. 

The truths of the Bible are grander 
than anything the telescope has re
vealed. Men shou)d be willing to bow 
and wait, and mod~rn Israel should be 
willing to wait "ari~ see the salvation of 
the Lord." With ;imch a grand record 
made, and such a course entered upon, 
what may not the .future bring forth? 
It is full of the promise of all glorious 
things. ~ ; . . , 

I.ooking out ove~lthe fields of science 
we may perceive the greatness that at
taches to God's designs; looking thence 
to revelation we may see the sublimity 
of the issues, of which this earth As the 
scene, and the, P.fesent, the culmination 
of, thus far in th~vcourse of time. "])for
monism" is a wonderful chapter read in 
the light of the stats. S.F.W. 

'lrhon~b.ts on. ~unu!ay Schools. 
Dear Hera(d :~l have long thought 

that I would write a few lines in regard 
to Sunday Schools. I have often ,won
dered why the Latter. Day Saints are so 
backward on this subject. Often·we.fl'ee 
in branches a number of children !¥ow
ing up without any apparent thought of 
the hereafter, and without the instruc
tion they should have as being due. to 
them. 

Why is it that parents are so indiffer
ent to the welfare of the rising genera
tion; they who will so soon have to help 
roll on Zion's great cause; for, accord
ing to the signs of the day, we know it 
will not be long b,efore our Savior will 
make his appearance on earth, and who 
among us does not desire to be ready to 
meet him? Who does not wish to hear 
his kind words, "Well done good and 
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faithful servant, thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make the ruler 
over many things, enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord." Then it behooveth 
us to work while it is day, for the night 
cometh when no man can work. 

Then let us wake to a sense of our 
duty in this great cause in which we 
have enlisted. And where there are no 
Sabbath Schools, I would earnestly en
treat you to at once organize one. I 
would plead with all parents to remem
ber the little ones whom God hath giv
en you. Teach them to walk in all ho
liness before Him, remembering that on 
yourselves depends their future welfare. 

But a short time ago there was in the 
branch to which I belong quite a num
ber of children, yet no Sunday School. 
But a good decision was made and a 
Sabbath School was organized, and now 
it is pleasant to see children coming to 
the house of God instead of standing 
idle on the street corners. 

Hoping this may prove a benefit in 
this cause, I remain your sister for the 
cause Of truth, ISABEL WILDER. 
· DowvrLLE, Crawford Co., Iowa, 

July 18th, 1876. 

·Spiritual Gi:it!I. 
Paul's first letter to the Corinthians, 

twelfth chapter, is perhaps not as well 
understood and appreciated as it should 
be, everi among Latter Day Saints. Un
doubtedly it is thought by some that if 
they exercise these gifts, why then sign 
seekers will have something else to ask 
for than what they now demand; and 
others through fear of being imposed 
upon by evil . spirits, exer~ise no gift 
whatever, lest they should be exercising 
a false spirit in place of a gift given of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Now, our Savior, while in his minis
try at Jerusalem, gave commandment 
concerning this 'theme, and he made it 
plainly an actual duty for all who are en
gaged in his work, even for those whom 
he sent forth, and those whom he should 
send forth, that they should exercise 
these spiritual gifts in his name. For 
when he sent his disciplmdnto the cities 
of Judea; his special charge, aside from 
that of preaching the gospel, was to give 

them power over'unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to heal all manner of sick
ness, (Mat. 10: 1), "and to have. power 
to heal sicknesses. and to cast out; dev·· 
ils."-J'i.Iark 3: 13. "Then he called 
his twelve disciples together, and he gave 
them power and authority over all dev
ils, and to cure diseases; and he sent 
them to preach the kingdom of God, and 
to heal the sick."-Luke 9: 1, 2. "And 
heal the sick who are therein,. and say 
the kingdom of God is come nigh unto 
you.".....:Luke 10: 1. 

This in undivided - connectioil with 
the gospel, which he sent them to preach, 
was the power of that gospel in healing 
the sick, and casting out devils; which 
showed t~e great spirit of love and mer
cy of the Savior of the world. This 
power of the gospel he also expected 
.them to teach, as well as practice; for 
he says, "teaching ~hem to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded 
you:"-1\fatt. 28: 19. He furLher said 

_"I am with you unto the end of the 
world. He also intended this power to 
be in connection with the gospel wheµ 
he ilays "these signf! shall follow them 
that believe," (M:ark 16 : 16, 17), and 
when about to leave his disciples and 
ascend on high, he bestowed upon them 
the promise of the Father, telling them 
to tarry at Jerusalem until they were 
endowed with power from on l1igh,
Luke 24: 48. 

The first manifestation on record of 
that power was that of speaking in 
tongues as the spirit gave them utter
ance,-Acts 2 : 4. The next that -0f 
healing diseases which was exercised by 
Peter,-Acts 3 : 6. Christ before he 
was taken from his disciples told them 
that the prince of darkness which is of 
this world would come, and that he 
should have power over them. See 
John 14: 30. But, thf!,t they might be 
guarded against this pomir of darkness, 
he says to them, "I will. pray the Fa
ther and he shall send vofianother com
forter that he may abide with you for
ever; even the spirit of truth whom the 
world cannot receive."-John 14 : 16, 
27. 

This comforter was to be to them 
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what Christ had already been, even their 
teacher and leader; for in the 26th 
verse we read that he should teach them 
all things and bring to their remem
brance all things that Christ had said un
to them. Now by referring to Matthew 
28 : 19 we find then the disciples were 
to teach the existence of a power in con
nection with the gospel, even that which 
they afterward received and exercised; 
and we find by reading ,John 16 : 13 
that this teaching of the comforter was 
to be by revelation and prophecy. 

We now find bv reading 1st Cor. 12: 
1-28, also 14: 26, that there were ten 
special gifts enjoyed by the several 
churches raised by Paul from among 
the Gentiles, for he telfa the Corinthi
ans that they came not ])ehind in any of 
tho gift.s, (see 1 Cor. 1: 7), and the Ro
mans that they had gifts differing ac
cording to the grace t,hat was given 
them; (see l'tom. 12 : 6); and he direct
ed the Ephesians to pray for the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation,-}~ph. 1: 
17. Now in instructing the Corin
thfans, Paul tells them that these 

are given by the S'l.rno spirit 
to all the body, and that each member 
should :receive one or morn of these 

so that the whole body might be 
with them all. See l Cor. 12th 

Ile also tells the f~phesians 
the gifts are given fh1· the ·work of 

the ministry, (not for making people be-
and so that the saints henceforth 

be no more children tossed to and fro 
zmd carried about by every wind of doc
trine the sleight of men and cunning 
craftiness whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive. See Eph. 4: 12-14. 

\Ve h~we now found that the comforter 
which Christ promised to his people, in
cluding its gifts, was given them that 
they might be guarded against the pow
er of darkness and prepared against all 
m~rnne1· of deception. It is then posi-

essential for us as members or the 
body of Christ to undersi;and these 
things; and indeed we can not exercise 
them in any different manner than that 
in which the primitive believers did, for 
we find that they gained a benefit from 
each separate gift; and to understand 

what benefit they derived it is necessary 
to know what these gifts were. Paul 
in instructing the Corinthian church 
says: 

<•To one is given by the spirit the word 
of wisdom, to another the word of knowlege 
by the same spirit, to another the. gifts of 
healing by the same spirit, to another the 
working of miracles, to another prophecy, 
to another descerning of spirits, [that the 
body might not be duped by false ones], to 
another divers kinds of tongues, and to an
other interpl·eta.tion of tongues."-1 Cor. 
12: 8-10. 

They also had the gift of revelation. 
(1 Cor. 14: 26.) 

First, as to the word of wisdom, every 
Latter Day Saint ought to know some
thing about section eighty-six in the 
Book of Covenants; and the apostle 
,James in his letter of instruction to the 
churches speaks of wisdom that is from 
above. Therefore this wisdom is that 
about which Paul instructed the Corin
thians, and exhorted the Ephesians to 
pray for. 

Second, as to the gift of knowledge, 
the Corinthians had this gift in great 
abundance. (1 Cor. 1 : 5, 2 Cor. 8: 7). 
Paul said that though he had all knowl
edge and had not charity it availed him 
nothing. (1 Cor. 13 : 2). Now, dear 
reader, imagine a body of people Jiving 
without wisdom, but living instead by 
their feelings and impulses. Just such 
a people really exist among the mount
ains of Utah. 'l'o think of a body with
out knowledge and understanding would 

· simply be to think of the foolish. 
Third, "To another faith;" now we 

find that without faith it is impossible to 
please God. (Heb. 11: 6). The disci
ples at a certain time could not cast out 
an evil spirit, because of the lack of this 
o-ift. (l\fatt;. 17 : 20). Now a body of 
people who are without confidence in 
their leader, are just such people as will 
give heed to any story about his inabili
ty to keep his word; and the case will 
be the same with us if we are afraid of 
false spirits. The simple reason is that 
we lack in faithfulness, or faith; read 
the Book of Covenants, sec. 46 : 3-5, and 
if we are faithful to the word there writ
ten, we have no need to fear false, or 
evil spirits. 
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Fourth, the gift of healing. We have 
,already observed the stress which is put 
-upon this gift, for Christ gave it as a 
<Commandment, saying, "Heal the sick 
aud preach the gospel."-Luke 10: 9. 
He also intended it to remain in his 
church for the benefit of his people. 
(Matt. 28: 19). It was also intended to 
follow the belie'l"er. (Mark 16 : 16). 
James, in his letter of instruction, says 
<that if there be any sick let them call 
for the elders of the church, etc. Now, 
dear brethren and sisters, if we endeav
ored to live,faithful, and observed to a 
greater degree this gift and ordinance, 
which God hath set in the church for 
the health and welfare of his people, and 
if we trusted less in doctors and in the 

, skill of men, there would be far less sick
ness among us. The prophet says: 
"Cursed is the man that trusteth in 
man, or maketh flesh his arm, whose 
heart departeth from the I,ord."-Jer. 
17 : 5. This text is most generally used 
for the benefit of Brigham Young, which 
indeed he does fulfill; but when we 
have greater faith in the skill of men 
than in the ordinance of God, just then 
we also fulfill this passage of scripture, 
for if we depart from the Lord's ordin
ances we do just in that degree depart 
from him. Read for your instruction the 
Book of Covenants, sec. 30: 4, 42: 12. 

Fifth, "To another the working of 
miracles." This gift was manifest among 
the Galatian brethren, for Paul says to 
them, "He that ministereth to you, and 
worketh miracles among you, doeth he 
it by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith.''-Gal. 3 : 5. · 

Sixth, "To another prophecy." Now 
Paul exhorted the Corinthians to seek· 

'this more than some other gifts. (1 Cor. 
14 : 1). It was also a gift enjoyed by 
the Romans. (Rom. 12 : 6). By it 
Paul was called to the ministry, (Acts 
13: 1), and by it the saints generally 
were prepared against the evils of a fam
ine. (Acts 11 : 28). · It is certainly 
essential if the people would be guarded 
against any evil power to know in what 
manner that power would at.tack them, 
and this would call for the gift ofproph-

. ecy; hence the mission of the Comforter, 

"he shall show you things to come." 
(John 16 : 13). Again, any body of 
people which have not this. gift among 
them have not the testimony of Jesus, 
for "the testimony of Jesus is the spirit 
of prophecy.'' (Rev. 19: 10). There
fore if we do not exercise this gift we 
won't keep it long; and, when it goes, 
away goes the testimony. 

Seventh, Discerning of spirits. Paul 
exhorted the Corinthian brethren to 
exercise this gift, when he said, "let 
the prophets speak two or three, and 
let the other judge;" (1 Cor. 14 : 
29); also to the Thessalonians he said, 
"Prove all things." (1 Thes. 5 : 21). 
And how were they to prove all things 
but by the spirit of discernment ? John 
exhorted the saints to exercise this gift 
when he said, "try the spirits, for many 
have gone forth into the world.'' 1 John 
4 : 1. The church at Ephesus was 
approved because they had exercised 
this gift ; (Rev. 2 : 2) ; also this gift is 
spoken of in sec. 46 : 7 of B. of C., and 
to the leader of the Church the above 
passage is given; therefore if they do 
their duty with all faithfulness, there is 
no need to fear false spirits. 

Eighth, "To another divers kinds of 
tongues.'' This is the only gift that is 
anything like a sign;. but all the gifts 
are as essential for the body or Church 
of Christ as it is for the members there
of to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This gift is the first one on record as 
manifest after the ascension of Christ. 
(Acts 2 : 4). It was also to follow the 
believer, (Mark. 16 : 18), and it .was a 
sign to Peter that the Gentiles should 
have the gospei as well as the Jews, 
(Acts 10 : 46), and it also followed the 
twelve whom Paul confirmed at Ephesus, 
(Acts 19 : 6), and Paul was thankful 
that he spake with tongues more than 
they all. (1 Cor. 14 : 18). 

Ninth, "To another the interpretation 
of tongues." Now if tongues are given 
for a sign, and it be possible that a 
prophecy, a warning, or a revelation may 
be given through this gift, it is essential 
in order to derive any benefit from it, to 
have the gift of interpretation; hence 
Paul instructed those who had the gift 
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of tongues to pray also for the interpre
tation, (1 Cor. 14 : 13), and that they 
should speak by course and another in
terpret. Hence it is a duty that when 
saints are collected together in worship 
and a tongue is given without the inter
pretation, that they should pray for it, 
earnestly as with one heart, and if the 
leader of the meeting does his duty be· 
fore his Master, he will call for the in
terpretation of that tongue. 

Tenth, We find also the gift of revela
tion in 1 Cor. 14: 26. Paul also wrote 
of the gift in 2 Cor. 12 : 1; and he in
structed the Ephesians to seek for this 
gift. (Eph. 1 : 17). He also received 
a mystery by this gift, (Eph. 3 : 3), and 
by it he went up to Jerusalem, (Gal. 2 : 
1), and we find_ that without it the Lord 
will do nothing among the children of 
men. (Amos 3 : 7). Hence we find 
that there are ten especial gifts placed 
in the church of Qhrist, and that it is as 
essent.ial for the members of that church 
to exercise those gifts as it is for them 
to believe and be baptized; for by them 
is the Comforter or Holy Ghost made 

· manifest, and for the guidance of the 
church is it given. It fills the same 
office that Christ did when he was with 
his church in person; and Paul tells us, 
that it is the Spirit of Christ that does 
this. He says, "Ye have not received 
the spirit of bondage again to fear, but 
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
wherebywe cry, Abba Father." Also to 
the Galatians he says, "Because ye are 
sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his 
Son in your hearts, crying, Abba Father.'' 
-Gal.4: 6. Againhetellsusthat"ifany 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his." (Rom. 8: 9). Having 
found that the Spirit of Christ is mani
fest in the above gifts, it is then neces
sary that every Latter Day Saint (in or
der to have the Spirit of Christ) should 
have one of the above gifts, and if he 
receivel'l a gift and exercises it according 
to the pattern given iµ B. of C. 46 : 3-
5, he need not fear being imposed upon; 
but if he is not faithful, he will be very 
apt to be imposed upon, for Paul tells us 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth not in 
unholy temples. 

He also says that the saints are the 
temple of the living God, and if we defile 
that temple God will destroy us. Also 
he exhorted in all his letters not to walk 
after the pleasures of the world or lusts 
of the flesh, but to walk after the Spirit. 
So if we give ourselves up to the use or 
tobacco, strong drink, and to the pleas
ures of the ball-room, we cannot expect 
the Spirit of Christ to be manifest 
through us, and we are easily subdued 
by the prince of darkness. Again, if the 
Spirit that once wrought .theiie gifts had 
the power to cast out devils, then Christ, 
by his Spirit, will cast out devils to-day, 
if his Spirit is among the children of 
men. FRANCIS EARL. 

Millennial State. 
Can mankind, with all the boasted ge

nius, light, learning, eloquence, and sci
ence of the ninete'enth century picture, 
describe, or imagine a world, a glory, a 
heaven, more desirable than the right of 
life on the earth ~urini< the U1illennial 
reign of peace? It baffies tlf&, portray
ing powers of the. most educated, the 
greatest, the gifted; all their talk of a 
spirit existence, eternally singing praise 
to God, is like the dimmest twinkle of a 
star to the noonday sun, when compared 
with the millennial glory. They can 
neither write, nor utter words, nor paint 
the design or colors of a state of bliscs so 
real, tangible, or desirable as is touched 
on by. the prophets and apostles, who 
were enlightened by the gift and power 
of ,,God. In a word, the combined wis
Mm of ruan would utterly fail in an at
tempt, to describe a state of bliss and 
rest, as great as millennial peace; for · 
truly when we examine the texts of scrip
ture, the reign of peace will surpass all 
understanding of man; none can con-
ceive, nor particularize such enjoyment 
in a mortal probation, for it must be en
joyed to be realized. Who is there with 
these evidences before them, who will' 
be so foolish as to lose this thousand 
years of happiness, so near at hand, for 
the sake of indulgence in a few sinful 
pleasures, in satisfaction of a begging 
lu~t in service of the devil? 

Is it not rather worth more than alt 
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the weary toil, crosses, temptations, or 
.suffering of any kind one could possibly 
endure through the few years that now 
remain, before . this blessed "day of a 
thousand years" will dawn upon an as
·tonished world? 

The day star [Book of :Mormon] has 
:risen, truth has sprung out 0£ the earth, 
and righteousness [Revelation] has look
,ed down from heaven, which are flaming 
•tokens that the dawn of millennial morn 
~m ere long appear in the east, when 
.the Messiah will descend at Jerusalem, 
and begin the great restitution with the 
.earthquake at the Mount of Olives. 

Darkness was to cover the earth just 
prior to that glorious reign of peace. 
The darkest hour in just before day. Is 
not the present time an hour, so to speak, 
of thick darkness, as regards mystery 
Babylon, with her several hundred dif
'ferent faiths, all claiming to believe the 
Bible, and all denying the power of God, 
except the one having the name of Jesus 
·Christ and the whole doctrine, accord
"ing to the law and the testimony? 

There will then be no stagnant 
swamps, cau~ing sickness and distress, 
no extreme heat nor excessive cold, no 
thorns nor thistles, no weeds nor poison
ous plants, but the earth shall yield its 
·increase, and appear as the garden of 
Eden, a land flowing with milk and 
honey; no poverty stricken ones with 
despondent looks, for every one can sit 
under their own vine ·and fig tree, and 
·none to make them afraid; every one 
can rest unmolested at night, and every 
·day shall all be delightfully and interest
ingly occupied. Ruling will be in right
eousness, causing all the people to re
joice. They will build houses, plant 
'gardens, and not labor in vain, nor be 
disappointed. The earth will be full of 
the knowledge of God, none will ask 
amiss, and none will have to plead, to 
wrestle, or to wait, but their requests 
will be immediately answered. No trou
ble, sickness, pain, sorrow or death will 

' be there; neither evil of any kind. All 
will be happy in a new and beautiful 
world; none weak, but all strong; none 
foolish, but all wise and good; while in
.telligence, knowledge, progress will but 

go onward faster. With greater capaci
ties and more to learn, life will no longer 
be a burden, nor a toiling way. The 
greatest hopes will be realized in im
mortal life, when saved from death for
evermore. Jerusalem and Zion the cap
ital cities; the earth teeming with plants, 
all partaking of the abundance of peace, 
while, from the flowery plain and spicy 
grove, sweet odors will be wafted on 
every breeze, and all the vast creation of 
animated beings will breathe naught but 
health and peace and joy. Instead of 
strife there will be union, instead of ha-
tred there will be love. w.c.r.. 

Eudu1·ance. 
we are evidently here to bear one 

with another, for all are imperfect, and 
none ne.ed boast. Every one is subject 
to temptation and to suffering of some 
sort. . Disappointments, losses, failures, 
and ailments, are as plenty as the weeds, 
the ·thorns. and the briars, tht,tt, ·are a 
part of the curse that came because of 
the fall. A book has been written call
ed, "Paradise Lost;" but one on Para
dise restored would be more comfort to 
poor, fallen man. We try to bear up 
under this burden of life with hope of a 
final change from toil and strife to a 
happy life; when it will be no burden to 
live, no dragging weariness to exist, in 
that "life eternal." Then, 

"No strife shall Jge, nor hostile hordes 
Disturb the peaceful years ; 

To ploughshares men will beat their swords, 
To pruning hooks their spears. 

"Then allthat was promised 
The saints will be given. 

And none will mol .. t them 
From morn until even; 

"And the earth shall appear 
As the garden.of Eden, 

And Christ and his people 
""'ill ever be one." INFERIOR. 

NOTICE. 
When changing your place of residence, or desiring 

your paper sent to ,. different post-office, be particnlar 
in giving, in full, the name of the post-office, <:aunty, 
and state where you had been last receiving it, and 
distinctly state the name of the post-office, county and 
state to which you wish your paper sent in the future. 
If your pa.per has been going in a package, stat& 

whose. 
When mailing a letter, whether in a railroadCar, on 

a ste~mboat, or while visiting at a. friend's, in ,every 
instance give your own address where y~ are taking 
your paper. 

When taking subscriptions for HERALD and Ho PE be 
particular in giving the correct address of the "new 
subscriber." 
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15 September 76. 
JJr'ii'" Look Here.-A mark opposite this notice 
will inform subseribers that their time is out with 
the number thus marked, as many fail to notice the 
time on their laQel. Remittances are desired. 

Attention is called to the last page, where is given 
fllll instructions about how and to whom to send all 
money, orders, and business letters, as recently ad
vised. 

JOSEPH S!IHTH, } E , 
HENRY A. STEBBINS, . DITORS. 

Plano, Ill., September 15, 184'6. 

THE GATHERING. 

WE published an article in our last issue 
and one also will be found in this number 
upon the subject of"the gathering;" a sub
ject which is just now a little under con
troversy, and indeed by some kept quite 
warm. Each one of these articles was 
written without knowledge of the other 
and both had been in the hands of the edi
tor some weeks before publishing. 

We ask for a candid examination and 
consideration of the views advanced, none 
of which, however, are new, both having 
been presented before; and if any differ. 
ence should be discerned let it be remem
bered that the HERALD and the conferences 
of the Church have each been open for free
dom of thought and speech. 

But, say some, when liberty is taken as 
license to advance all sorts of theories and 
to claim them as the doctrines of rev
elation or of the Church, and when they 
advocate or argue this or that, or whatever 
they please, as being correct ideas, it often 
results in the promulgation of that which 
is neither wise nor sound; and occasional
ly injurious and therefore unfortunate 
devisions in feeling and sentiment on mat
ters of real importance are the result. 
Therefore, say these, let authority be exer
cise in all such cases, and let all those 
things be suppressed that are considered as 
open to the objection of being inconsistent 
with the law as generally understood. 

Now of course many things are not co. 
hereP.t, and others being of no value to pub
lish are left out. Also the inconsistency 
of other articles that are printed may some-

times be clear. In still other cases a useless• 
and perhaps harmful controversy n1ay take 
place. Yet to decide in all cases as to 
what is generally understood by the saints, 
on issues not strictly pertaining to doctrines 
of daily practice, and perhaps also as to 
some of them even, would make necessary 
now and then a vote of the whole body on 
articles for publication, and perhaps that 
would not answer the purpose. 

But even if some things discussed may 
not be profitable and others may not· be 
generally understood either one way or the 
other, yet if the controversy does not tend 
to subvert faith, nor do harm by their real 
or apparent conflict; and especially if the 
subjects are useful and are debated in good 
feeling, in honesty and in love for the truth, 
this privilege is necessary, and therefore it 
has been very much granted, and perhaps 
some would say very much abused. I. 

It may be admitted that the debating of 
some questions has caused waste of time 
in the conferences and loss of space in the 
HERALD; as well as occ.asionally creating 
conflicting feelings arid a wealmihg of faith 
among those who are not so self-sustained 
or established, by experience, by active la
bor, or by instruction in the work, as to re
main unshaken, or so as to fully know how 
to discern betWeen truth and error. 

For it is certain that the majority of any 
faith, in order t~ grow and prosper, need 
to constantly reciiive either the milk, the 
bread, or the meat of plain and wholesome 
doctrine, such as is sound, clear, and com
prehensive in its expression and proofs; 
and to enjoy alllthisiwithout war in their 
own camp, and without conflict between 
their own forces in the. field; neither do 
they relish seeing time, space, or vigor of 
thought spent in unprofitable things, neith
er used in tearing down instead of in build
ing up. 

Now upon the subject!in hand, we have 
the following to urge for the consideration 
of those who are especially agitating the 
question: 

In the revelation to the church, given in . 
1873, God commanded hisJ people as fol
lows, to let the revelations of the past con
cerning a gathering into the regions round 
about, in connection as he says, with "the ·· 
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counsel of the elders of my church guide 
in this matter until it shall be otherwise 
given of me." 

Now is it not just and reasonable to sup
pose that the Lord, by this word and revel
ation on this point, recognized the fact, and 
thereby endorsed or accepted the action of 
appointment by the church, namely that of 
its having already created an executive 
body of elders whose conjoint duty it was 
and still is, as authorized by the voice of 
the Church in General Conference assem
bled and by the law of the land, to take the 
initial step towards a gathering whenever 
it should be found advisable by them or by 
their successors in office; and that if the 
Lord at all referred to any elders outside 
of the quorums convened as a body in con
ference, as being those whom he would en
dow to teach and direct in this matter, it 
seems proper to suppose that it would be 
to those whose actual duty, it was, as al
ready provided for at the time of the rev
elation, to move and advise therein and ac
cording to the best light they have; they 
.being more especially interested in this 
matter, and the ones to whom at their ap
pointment the church doubtless looked 
(and by the resolution of 1816 in p;lation , 
to them still looks) for the I"ord to give 
wisdom and understanding on this subject, 
at least during the intervals between the 
sessions of the body; hence, if so, then in
deed they may be the ones of whom the 
Lord might say, "Let the counsels of 
the elders guide in this matter until it shall 
be otherwise given of me." Not, however, 
by this one contemplated move, hindering 
freedom of action on the part of any as to 
the choice of other places of location, con
centration and unity for the general good 
of the Church and the work of God. 

But if any'counsel and movement of in
dividuals relative to this feature, which is 
so provided for in the Articles of Associa
tion or Constitution of the Church, where
by we are known as an organized and le
gal body of people, with laws governing 
collectively and individually the authori
ties of the Church, is to be taken as a 
guide, it may reasonably be the counsel of 
those who have the matter in hand; those 
who are known to God and recognized by 

the Church and by the civil law as the 
ones, in preference to the counsel of those 
whose duty it is not so made in this case, 
or of those who may in fact be teaching 
and acting in opposition to the effort which 
those who have been appointed are trying 
to make. For having been appointed they 
should be respected in their place, so long 
as they hold it, that is if the enactments. of 
the church and the revelations of God are 
to be taken as the voice of those rulers. 

Certainly it is as much to be expected that 
they should know the right of the matter, 
or have the correct view, or have the coun
sel of God in the case as that others will. 
It would seem that they are more likely to 
do so, because it is their special· duty be
fore God to see to it that such is the case. 
· Now, although this line of action is mark. 
eel out, and is of binding force until, as pro
vided for, it may, by due course of proceed
ings, become amended, yet i:t is not con
templated as "the gathering" or as the es
tablishing of "a stake" but only a change 
of what is commonly called the headquar
ters of the Church, or the· busipess center 
thereof, because circumstances make it nec
essary, and because the spirit and genius 
of the latter clay work, as well as the con
tinued and repeated revelations of God, de; 
together teach the Church of the need that 
a movement of this kind into the regions 
around about must ere long take place. 

Therefore, u~til otherwise enacted, it fa 
to be hoped, also expected, that these men 
will be upheld, that they may have wisdom 
in selection, in movement, in counsel, and 
in all that appertains to this important 
matter, doing wisely and judiciously what 
they can, and as the circumstances may 
open the way before them, by divine guid
ance, to accomplish it. To this end it is 
expected they· will receive assistance of 
loans and donations, and that they will ex
ercise and put in force such legitimate 
ways and means as will help to make a 
more permanent location of the central and 
chief interests of the work; and, in conform
ity with this, the last general session of 
April, 1876, requested this executive body 
to move forward as fast as affairs would 
permit. And a unanimity was not had in 
this matter till it fell back upon those who 
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had already been provided for that duty, 
both by the ecclesiastical and the civil law, 
and so the benefit of having a standing, ex
ecutive committee came to view, a ben
efit providing that both church and com
mittee do act in unison, in wisdom, in 
righteousness, and in discerning the truth, 
and not let themselves be torn asunder, or 
separated by doubters, cavilers or other 
<livision-makers. 

Of course the counsel of these men ap
pointed should be in consonance with the 
revelations on the gathering, and, so far, it 
does not seem that anything otherwise, or 
<:ontrary to this, has ·appeared, only it may 
be in the opinion of a few that a too exten. 
sive range is taken into contemplation. 
But these men having been appointed, and 
their duties being obligatory, some seem 
to forget that they can judge for themselve_s 
as to the meaning of the word, and by the 
Spirit judge what is right, and that until 
they fail, or are succeeded, or are remoYed 
and a different process is tried, that they 
have a right to, and should receive, the aid 
of and be sustained by the elders and the 
Church generally, in their efforts to locate 
in the regions around about. 

Others mav differ in view on some 
points, but, to. say the least, it seems bad 
policy for thos~ who are only in opinion 
different, and who are neither authorized 
nor callecLupon to act, to do so, as teachers 
on the subject. Where any are iu doubt, 
0r honestly differ, we believe a patient 
\lliaiting and trust will make all clear in 
time, so that none need be harmed or fall 
out by the way; but that all should pre
serve good feeling and harmony of spirit 
until it is made satisfactory. The Lord 
lias told us what to do in the case until 
"it shall be otherwise given" of him, which 
is a.,token for us to wait patiently and do 
the best we can until the need shall bring 
the supply which evidently has not been 
necessary as yet. 

A brother writes that no church corpor
a,tion can hold landed estates in Missouri, 
only such amounts as are usually held as 
.a cemetery association, or something of the 
same degree. If so, of which we cannot 
$ay, this would be one difficulty to an ex
tensive settlement in that state, but the idea 
,may be an error. 

THE VALUE OF THE SOUL. 

THE motives which prompt men to the 
performance of the acts which they do 
are sometimes apparent, sometimes hidden, 
unseen and uncertain. Of the many acts 
seen, of which we judge the motives 
prompting them, none are so puzzling and 
distracting as those performed in pursu
ance of religious profession; and how to 
reconcile the profession with the acts s.(3fln 
has long been a study. To illustrate thiS; 
in order that the meaning we intend to 
convey may be made plainer, we give the 
following: 

"For what is a man profited, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? Or what shall a man give in ex
change for his soul." 

To successfully answer this question of 
the great Teacher, is one of the most im
portant duties resting upon man, imposed 
by his Creator. 

Whether we shall, or shall not answer 
it to salvation of the best and highest type 

depends much u]!lon the following: 
What is the human soul? 
What is the value of the human soul, as 

· fixed by the Creator? 
What is the value, as estimated by man? 
We are content to pass over some of the 

definitions of the soul given by various 
theorists and philosophers, and give this 
as the best thought known to us-in regard 
to it. The soul, that part of man for which 
he is to give an exchange, or for the 'loss 
of which the whole world cannot compen
sate him, is the conjoining of .the spirit 
and the body forming one complete unity, 
one whole being. 

The manner of the creation of man, as 
given in Genesis, wanants the belief that 
not until the Creator had breathed into the 
inanimate man the breath pf life, or the 
spirit of life, did he become a living soul; 
the language is, "and man becalne a living 
soul." ' 

That it was the entirety thus created that 
was· thus denominated the soul, is sus
tained by the statements otherwheres made; 
"the soul that sinneth it shall die," and 
"destl'.uction shall come upon every soul of 
man that doeth wickec1ly;" skowing that 
the individuality thus created and pointed 
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out was that whiCh was accounted as 'the 
soul. 

The Book of Mormon teaches that wheth
er there is, or is not a space after death and 
before the resurrection, there shall be a 
rising up; and this rising up is of the bod
ies to which the spirit shall again return 
to those risen bodies, and the spirits and the 
bodies shall constitute the souls of men; 
thus again giving the principle the spirit 
and the body making the individuality, the 
identity, the soul. 

The question then is, "What is a man 
profited," though he should gain the whole 
world, and yet lose the identity, created of 
God to remain in peace and rest, in servi
tude to degradation and sin? This servi
tude to sin insures death, which is the wages 
of sin; but servitude· to righteousness in
~ures peace, bliss, happiness in the resur
rection. To lose the latter is to lose one's 
soul 

The estimate of value which the Creator 
has set upon the soul of man-the human 
soul-"-is found from a consideration of the 
following thoughts :-The physical sur
roundings of man are all of a character to 
show, upon proper reflection, that the wis
dom that designed him, and the power that 
made him intended to make him the crown
ing work of creation ; endowed with powers 
and faculties to bring all other created 
things into subordination, to his uses and 
purposes; te sustain the physical man in 
its best estate, during aJt the years of its 
labor and toil; to gratify every passion for 
beauty, grandeur, sublimity, pleasure or 
enjoyment, sober or irrational, at his will. 

The same wisdom and power have placed 
in man yearnings· and aspirations which 
indicate clearly that the physical or mate
rial is not alone to be sustained; but that 
there was a higher and nobler purpose in 
creating him and that this purpose is to be 
accomplished, either here or in the here

. after, by exciting to intelligent action the 
germ of goodness, resident in all men, that 
it may grow into the perfected m.an, or the 
soul that is to be saved. 

To make this design more apparent, and 
to show to man that it was practicable, and 
to place within reach the object and the 
means of its attainment, Christ was sent as 

an example, and as an exponeRt of the rule· 
and the way. His life and teaching devel
op clearly the fact that divinity placed a 
high estimate upon the soul of man. In 
him the type was given, the value demon
strated. 

From these things we may determl'ne 
that the value of the human soul, as affixed 
by him who created it, is very great. If 
not, then the apparent wisdom and good
ness displayed in surrounding the created 
being with so much indicating infinite care 
and consideration teach no lesson and the 
wise man hath said in vain, "What is man 
that thou art mindful of him, or the Son of 
Man that thou considerest him?" If then 
God has so fixed the value of the soul we 
conclude that it is beyond the province of 
man to set it higher. 

The only remaining part of the question 
is the value man sets upon his own, soul, 
the price at which he estimates himself. 
"All men have their price,'' has· passed in
to a trite saying, which experi13nce se~ms 
to declare to be true. The price at which 
each affixes to himself is only discovered 
when the bargain is completed, and the 
man sold and bought. 

There is one way, however, by which the 
estimate which man puts upon his own 
soul may be quite correctly stated. '}'he 
efforts which he puts forth to secure hi& 
salvation show the estimateq value. If the 
efforts be weak·and transient, the estimate 
is a low one; if the efforts are moderate, 
the estimate is a moderate one also; if the 
efforts be great, the estimate is a grJlnc1 one; 
if no effort be made, then the estimate is at 
zero. The estimate of value becomes the· 
motive of the acts; and. these form a just 
criterion by which to determine his pro. 
fession and his deed, the only means we 
have of reconciling the one with the other; 
or of testing the one by the other. 

Saints! what is the estimate you have 
put upoii'. your own souls? Is it a high 
one? Are you willing to accept the stand
ard Gf value set by the creator, and show 
by your efforts that you so accept? Stop 
doing those things which declare that you 
are willing to sell souls of infinite worth 
for those of little value. Show that yon' 
fully appreciate the value set, and then yon 
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will be able to say, "All things demanded 
-0f me will I give for my soul." 

NOTES FROM CALIFORNIA. 

THE Mechanics' Industrial Fair is now 
open and running in San Francisco, Cali
fornia; the show of natural products and 
manufactured articles is wonderfully cred
itable for so young a state. The sources of 
wealth are immense, and much enterprise 
:is manifested in developing them. 

A short visit to the "Stock Board" of San 
Francisco affords a glimpse of the way in 
which fortunes are lost and won. To the 
looker on--the uninitiated-~it is an inexplic
able jumble of confusing cries; to the hab
itue, the dealer in stocks, it is a system of 
bargain and sale, where the sharpest intel
lect and strongest nerve stands the best 
chance to make a fortune; or, as Rev. Fiske 
·Of the Howard street Presbyterian Church 
says, "where men stand waiting upon the 
curbstone for some other man's gold to 
tnm1;Jle into their laps." It may be legiti
mate to those who do not care to labor for 
the things that sustain life; but many small 
fortunes are absorbed for every great one 
made. The few are enriched from the cof
fers of the many. There are some who en
gage in the business of "stock gambling" 
for pleasure, or as the inebriate "tarries at 
the wine cup," because of the fascination 
of the excitement. 

Farmers in the most fertile parts of Cali
fornia are compelled to expend from twen
ty-five to two hundred dollars per year for 
strychnine to poison the squirrels that in
fest the land. This squirrel is nearly like 
the common fox squirrel of Illinois, with a 
farger head and less bushy tail, which bur
rows in the ground. In some places the 
hill-sides swarm with them. They are very 
prolific; the mother squirrel bringing forth 
from six to fourteen in a litter. They are 
{{Uite destructive to the crops, burrowing 
under and breaking down the standing 
grain till it is spoiled and unfit to cut. 
They are entirely distinct from the prairie 
dog and gopher. 

One threshing machine in a fertile valley 
of California threshed, this season, in one 
;::1ay, fourteen hundred s:;1cks of grain, a 

sack being equivalent to one hundred and 
twenty pounds, or two bushels. The grain 
when threshed is sacked, and the sacks 
piled up in large square stacks, one upon 
another, as high as convenient to lift them 
from the ground, and there left to await the 
opportunity to haul to market. It is haul
ed to market in large wagons, drawn by 
four and six horses, or mules. One outfit 
seen by the writer in the Pacheco valley, 
consisted of one heavy wagon, to which 
the team of six horses were hitched, and a 
lighter, or ordinary two horse wagon 
coupled to the larger one by a short tongue, 
both loaded with grain, on the way to the 
coast, whence it is shipped by vessel to 
various parts, where it is consumed. 

Four kinds of thistles are found in the 
Alameda valley: the "bur," the "chillano," 
the "sow," and the common "bull" thistle 
of the states. Besides these pests to the land 
there is a weed, as universal as th~ rag 
weed of Illinois, called "tar weed," which 
grows luxuriantly in the fields. It is cov
ered with a viscous gum-like tar, which 
adheres to anything passing through it. 
It gives off a very unpleasant odor at night 
that is very disagreable. 

SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

vYE publish in this issue an appeal in be
half of Sabbath Schools; we have also a 
letter from the president of a western dis
trict, calling attention to the :necessity of 
the hearts of the fathers and those of the 
children being turnecl to each other, and 
he thinks this mutual understanding of the 
truth may well commence in the Sabbath 
School. He asks as to what interest the 
Church and General Conference take in this 
matter, ancl if these schools are fully re
ported from time to time. He also wishes 
to know if it will be asking too much of 
the authorities for a call to be made at this 
coming session for Sabbath Schools to send 
regular reports hereafter by those who have 
this branch of work atb.eart, and that these 
delegates and brethren may have regular 
meetings· during ~onference, just as do 
other quorums and bodie,s of officials, and 
for the formation of a board to act one 
year, to seek the gaining of a greater inter-
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·est and the creation of a uniform system in 
the matter of these schools and in this 
branch of education for the young. He 
·thinks that this will awaken an interest and 
also a great power for good, and' also that 
it will increase the circulation and u.seful
ness of ZION'S HoPE. 

For ourselves we believe that men and 
women adapted to this work could make 
it an interesting feature of church discip
line, instruction, and salvation to the young, 
as wall as doing themselves good thereby. 
The duty of parents to teach their children 
is plainly taught in Book of Covenants, 68: 
4, and yet how many are under condemna
tion for failing to do it. Sabbath Schools 
are by some called sectarian, but ~o is sing
ing, and the having special houses to wor
ship in. But shall we neglect a good thing, 
or refuse to be benefitted, because others 
pervert or misuse it? 

EVIL SPEAKING. 

A BROTHER writes that if there has ever 
been a time when he was tried, that time 
is now, and because of the faitlt finding, 
hard feelings and evil speaking now so 
prevalent, even also among the Saints, and 
he asks if we are preparing for the gather
ing by doing these things, or if we are the 
children of the kingdom in living this 'Way. 
To the first question he emphatically an
swers "no," and to the last that there can 
be but the same answer. 

Surely it is one of the constant and ever 
1·eady snares of the adversary, one of the 
easiest for human· nature to fall into,'.or, if 
it is permitted to commence its growth it 
will increase till it overwhelms all the good, 
and true, and beautiful in any character. It 
can only be kept down, cast out, or slain by 
a prayerful, watchful, ever constant effort, 
daily ai;id hourly;'against it. The most of 
us know this by personal experience, in
trospection and retrospection, in watching 
for the motives and moods that sway us 
and change us and our feelings from hour 
to hour, and from year to year. 

But we should not be discouraged either 
about ourselves or others, but should press 
on in our hearts ancl lives, and be an exam
ple to others, or give kindly gentle advice, 

aid, comfort or reproof to those who need 
one or all of these; but example is the 
great helper and the best reproof. 

WHILE at Wilmington, in this state, Sept
ember 1st, holding a funeral service, we 
met father John Landers and wife, those 
old-time saints, who are so well known in 
many places. Their vigor does not seem 
to diminish, ancl Br. Landers at eighty-two 
years of age is yet zealous and energetic in 
proclaiming the gospel. 

Br. John Hansen wrote from Farming
ton, Ky., that he would start September 1st 
for Council Bluffs, Iowa, where his address 
will be box 860 for the present. He reports 
all well where he was. 

Br. T. W. Smith has out a revised edition 
of his hymn book for sale at this office, or 
by himself. Price ten cents each, or one 
dollar per dozen. · , 

Bro. R. JH. Elvin writes from Nebraska 
City, September 7th, 1876, that Br. M. H. 
Forscutt and family are going to locate in 

!that city. .. 
Br. Briggs, Alden, of Fontanelle, Iowfi:! · 

writes a strong testimony of the truth of the 
gospel, which he obeyed in 1836, aiid of 
which Goel gave him a witness by knowl
edge and revelation; and he says, "Let no 
man, woman, or child, be afraid to accept, 
obey, defend and teach the fullness of the 
gospel which has been revealed for the last 
time." He writes in defense of the Indians, 
and of the oppressed of every race an cl de
gree. He also thinks that if some elder 
would come there, friends for the cause and 
the truth would be found. We wish indeed 
that some one may go to his help. How 
is it brethren? 

Br. JYlilton Harris of Arcadia, Crawfonl 
county, Kansas, would like to receive a call 
from any elders or saints who may travel 
that way. There are four saints there to-
gether. , 

Br. R. B. Jones of Middletown, Ohio, 
writes with the expression of a grateful 
heart because of the manifestation of God's 
power in healing him through the ordin
. ance of anointing with oil, and hands be
ing laid upon him by Br. M. B. Williams. 

Sr. Elizabeth Siverly of Shoo Fly, John
son county, Iowa, says that the people there 
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have never heard the doctrine of Christ, as 
believed by us,· and she would like an elder 
to come there and preach. 

Br. E. H. Webb of Sacramento, Califor
nia, again mentions the continued illness 
of Br. Cornelius Bagnall, relating how his 
case was considered hopeless by his friends, 
and also by the doctors; but in a sacra
ment meeting the saints renewed their faith 
and presented the matter before the Lord; 
and although Br. Bagnall was hundreds of 
miles away, yet he received much benefit 
at that time, and it is hoped by the saints 
that it will be permanent. We hope that 
it may; but continuous, earnest prayer, and 
the exercise of faith, is generally what is 
needed; and with these qualifications we 
believe that assemblies of the saints might 
often accomplish muqh in spiritual things, 
not as extremists, nor in any unreasonable 
or unseasonable manner, but in wisdom 
and with true faith in God. 

Owing to press of other matter we dis
continue our article on "The Spirit of 
Man" until we have more space and more 
time. 

The October session of the General Con
ference will meet at Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
on the 6th. IPneither of the editors should 
be there, President W.W. Blair will either 
take the usual ~ubscriptions and payments 
for the Herald Office or appoint some one 
to do so. 

Bro. E. Banta arrived home from the 
east on the 31st of August, and Bro. I. L. 
Rogers on the 1st of September. Br. Blair 
will not return till the last of the month. 

We call the attention of the saints who 
may wish to take a Jewish paper to one 
published in Chicago, called the Jewish 
Review, at $4.00 per year. We have the 
pleasure of an exchange since it started 
in August, and hope to keep posted on the 
movements of that historic, and to us pecu. 
liar and interesting people. Address: Jew. 
ish Review, N. W. corner Fifth Avenue and 
Madison street, Chicago, Illinois. 

We are in receipt regularly of the Pac(f!c 
Rural Press, published at four dollars per 
year, by Dewey & Co., San Francisco, Cal
ifornia. It appears to be a very fine paper 
for the farmers of the Pacific slope, and we 
recommend it to the brethren there, as well 

as to any others who may wish to read of 
the style of farming ancl of the products 
peculiar to that country. 

Br. D. F. Crane writes of the baptism of 
one at Lake Crystal, Minnesota. 

We thank Br. Joseph Smith for anothe1· 
copy of the San Francisco Ch1·onicle and 
Bro. J.B. Price for the Sacmmento Union. 
We also have from Br. C. A. Davis of Aus
tralia, copies each of the Illustrated Sydney 
News, the Evening News,_ and the Newcastle 
Morning Herald. 

Br. M. B. Oliver writes of having good 
opportunities for preaching in Clark coun
ty, Iowa, and that he has held forth to at
tentive congregations. There are no Saints 
in that region besides himself and family. 

Br. W. W. Blair wrote las.t from Philr•
delphia, September 4th, and says that he has 
had a prosperous time in his ministry at 
the east. -. 

Bro. H.P. Robbins, of Stockton, Califor
nia, writes of brethren Joseph 8mith and 
D. S. Mills being in that city .from August 
19th to 22d, and of the power and sublimi
ty of the truth as presented. He says that 
the Saints, as with one voice, expressed 
thanks to God for the teachings of such 
truth and beauty as was given by the roan 
appointed of God to lead the church, and 
that all feel to pray for every good to both 
of these laborers for Christ's cause. 

Br.James Hunter of Braidwood, Illlnois, 
writes of the lively, spiritual condition of 
that branch, the Holy Spirit having great
ly blessed thell1 with its peace and fellow
ship; and so"we learned during the call of 
one night that we made there early this 
month. Br. Jo}ln Landers has been preach
ing there. The branch is one of the model 
ones of the church. 

Up to this d~te, September 8th, we have 
not received the Books of Mormon from 
the binders, though we expected them some 
time ago. Probably press of other work 
has delayed them. 

NEWS SUMMARY. 

The cotton mills of New England are 
starting again, and there is said to be more 
prospect of a revival of business than there 
has been before since 1873. There are now 
20,000 operatives employed at the Fall 
River, :Mass., factories, and it is hoped that 
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not (only for six months will the demand St. Joseph, Mo., is spoken of as the most 
be good but that it vdll at least continue important wholesale mart between St. Lou
to be fair. is and San Francisco, as she is rapidly 

Some heavy fighting has been done in building up a great western trade, and sell
Servia since our last notes of the war, and ing goods in ten different states and terri
the carnage has been terrible in some of iories. 
the battles. The Turks have gained some A letter dated at Omaha, Neb., August 
strong advantages over the Servians, and, 24th, to the Neb·raska Press gives account 
.although the latter have won victories, yet of the clouds and countless myriads of lo
the former, unless there is foriegn inter- custs or grasshoppers that were then filling 
ferance, are likely soon to triumph. Rus- the air at that place. The writer says that 
sians have reinforced the Servian army the serious question is, will they increase 
and have fought with great valor. The "until the whole cotmtry from west to east 
much talked of mediation of the great will be covered with them." He says that 
powers of Europe does not yet amount to if the last few years are an index of the fu
anything, and unless an armistice is ar- ture, then it may be looked for with great 
ranged, the war will continue. The sym- foreboding, and fears that it may not be 
pathy of Russia and other nations may long before they will become the scourge 
cause a jealousy that will breed trouble of the Middle and Eastern States as well as 
among the .nations standing around the of the West. A writer in Red Willow says 
death bed of the sick man, and we may be that he has not a bushel of grain to show 
near to a general European war, which the from seventy-five acres that he sowed, and 
right spark may at any time set in a blaze. that if misery loves company he has plenty 
The Sultan has at last been deposed, after a of that sort. 
few months reign, and Abdul Hamid now St. Hyacinth, Ontario, was destroyed by 
rules as Sultan. The horrors in Bulgaria fire on the 3d inst., and six hundred fam
m·e more and more manifest. Hundreds ilies are reported as made homeless there· 
of villages have been destroyed, and it is by. Other large fires have taken place in 
said not less than sixty thousand non- the States and Canada. 
combatants, men women and children, have The New England States have suffered 
been butchered, as well as subjected to cru- much from drouth, New Hampshire espe
elties and crimes of every kind and ·de- ciall:f, to !he great detrim~nt of the crops. 
gree. England's position in this affair is It is said that the English Arctic Expe
severely commented on, and viewed as a dition had a mild winter in Greenland; and 
disgrace to her civilization, and Disraeli that there is reason to hope that Captain 
has not gained in reputation by favoring Nares, the commander, has this summer 
Turkey through it all. made satisfactory progress in the Alert and 

Great fires have been rairinO' in the woods by ~ledges toward. the Pole and towards 
of New York and Pennsylv;nia, hundreds I solnng the myst~no~s pro)Jl~m th~t so. in. 
of thousands of acres having been burned terests the world m this Artie mvestigat10n. 
over up to. Sept. 1st. The great heat and , Th~ ~ydi;i~y an.cl Newcastle,. ~ustralia, 
lack of ram caused such a dry condition of 1)ape1s 1ecen eel, give accounts or disastrous 
everything, that once getting started vast ~oocl~, such as have never been known be
~erritories of dense timbe~· lands have gone fore. m th~t. land. It was thought that 
iu flames and smoke which drove human- nea1ly a m1lhon dollars worth of property 
ity and beasts and 'Teptiles before their w~s destroyed in the Clarence ~iver Dis
power as they progressed. People fought tnct. Queensland towns and villages, as 
the fires as well as they could and some well.as country has also suff~red great dam. 
saved their property. Constant fear and age ~n the same way, and lives have been 
watching has been the portion of thousands lost m several places.. . 
throughout that section. Houses, mills, HeaVJ: and destructive storms are ta~mg 
crops and property in 7eneral, besides the place ~hi~ mo~th through?utmany portions 
valuable timber has suffered greatly of Illmois, wmd and ram causmg much 

In other parts of the country fi;ods of destruction. At l'Ieadville, Mo., churches 
rain have fallen, and great damage to ~nd houses were 1'.lown down on the 6th 
cl'ops an<l property in general has been mstant, and some lives lost. 
done thereby; as also by wind, lightning 
and hail, portions of Kansas, Missouri and 
Central Illinois suffering ·greatly from all 
·Of these. · 

It is reported that the army will keep the 
field in Wyoming and Dakota and hunt 
the Indians until the middle of October, if 
they do not find them before. War to the 
knife seems to be the intention on both 
sides. 

DEKALB, Illinois, July 16th, 1876. 
Editors Hemld :-In reading over the 

letters of my husband, (John E. Page), 
written in 1840, while he was traveling and 
preaching in Indiana, I found his testimo
ny about the vision of the different glories; 
and thinking it might be interesting to your 
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readers, I send it to you. Re wrote as fol
lows: 

":M:y Dear Companion :-I wish you 
would read the vision of Joseph and Sid
ney, on the celestial, terrestrial and telestial 
glories. T would to God you could see 
them as I have, since I started on this mis
sion. I know the vision is of God, for mine 
eyes have beheld the same. I can safely 
say, I have never so fully understood the 
difference of character of those of the differ
ent kingdoms, as I now understand since 
I b,ave seen the different glories, and the 
characters that inhabit them. I pause,
the Spirit rolls like oceans of glory to my 
soul; the vision opens to my understanding 
new scenes and prospects I never saw be
fore; my soul says, Glor,,y, glory to God in 
the Highest. I want the language of seraphs 
around the throne of God's celestial king
dom, united with all the harps that are 
employed in chanting the praise of Goel, 
saying: Glory, honor, power and blessings 
to God and the Lamb that liveth forever 
and ever. :M:y pen cannot paint the scenes 
I beheld. 0 that I could take the 'wings 
of the morning,' and fly to the presence of 
yourself, and the Bear Creek branch of the 
the Church of Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
and preach one sermon on the three glo
ries, and the characters that inhabit the 
same. I think that, through grace, I could 
set something before you that would be 
interesting. . 

"I tell you, my dear wife, there are many 
of the saints deceiving themselves; while 
they are only living by a terrestrial law, 
thev fancy they are living by the celes
tial law; my soul is in labor for such. 
'l'he glory of this mission my pen can
not describe. The people before our ar
rival saw us in dreams of the night. A 
gentleman in Jacksonville came forward to 
the stand, and, the first time he saw us he 
wanted to be baptized; and he knew we 
were the servants of the living Goel, for he 
had seen us in a dream a few nights before, 
and our faces appeared to him like gold 
set in well-wrought silver." 

The above is an extract of a letter written 
from Pleasant Garden, Indiana. 

Your sister in the everlasting gospel, 
?>Lu:s PAGE. 

COUNCIL BLUFFS, Iowa, Aug. 1st, 1876. 
Bro. Henry Stebbins :-I have been asked 

as to the good of moving the press west; 
and, hoping it will do good and not harm, 
I would say to all who love to assist in this 
good cause, that it is needed that the work 
may go forward to the place appointed, and 
the salvation of this generation depends 
upon our movement in the Lord's work. 
\Ve have been baptized and are command
ed to go onward to perfection, and, further 
than this, there will need to be a temple 

erected to the Most High at the place ap
pointed. And we must purchase lands and 
make houses in the borders and live as the 
salt of the earth; and prepare to meet the 
Bridegroom in', pure and white raiment. 
God's kingdon(must be established that 
the earth may.'be filled with peace from 
heaven. I need not inform the saints of 
the necessity of:a temple, but none but the 
true and faithful and those striving to be 
pure in heart can live there. I knew .Jo. 
seph and Hyri;im Smith in Nauvoo, and 
was a close observer of their doctrines till 
their death, and I can say that our-present 
leader, Bro. Joseph, is teaching the faith 
and doctrine of his father. What did his 
father say of the temple at Nauvoo? That 
it was reJected. What was the call of the 
rebellious to all the world? Bring on your 
tithings, the Lord wants the temple built. 
Now which was from heaven and which 
was of men? Surely the endowment there 
was not like the one Jesus gave, nor like 
the one at Kirtland, but like the one related 
in Isa. 28: 15, a covenant of death. And 
here darkness came upon the church until 
the coming of the seed of Joseph. 

Your brother, HENRY PALMER. 

CoLnrnus, Platte Co., NelJ., 
Aug. 3rd, 1876. 

Bro. 8tebbi'ns:-As I have not written to 
the He1'ald for some time I will improve 
the present opportunity. I think the work 
is slowly gaining ground in this district; 
and I confidently hope that a new em 
is about to draw in Central Nebraska. 
Calls for preaching are now coming from 
all quarters, and we are are trying to an
swer as far as possible. I have labored in 
Antelope-, Boone, Madison, Platte and Col
fax counties; in all which, except the first 
named, there are good opportunities for 
preaching; and all believe that some hon
est souls will eventually be gathered iu, 
but how soon I do not know. Not long 
since Br. C.H. Derry, (nephew of the presi
dent), and myself visited Albion, Boone 
county, and we were there bitterly opposed 
by some ministers. One :Methodist minis
ter challenged us for discussion; but upon 
our acceptance, he withdrew. Some of the 
saints here are alive in the work, and 
striving to do their duty; but others, we 
are sorry to say, manifest but little interest 
in the work. Though this is painful to us, 
we must expect that some will not have oil 
in their vessels with their lamps, nor have 
lamps trimmed and burning. This fact, in 
connection with others, point unmistakably 
to the near approach of our Lord. So, in
stead of our being discouraged, we should 
more earnestly strive to keep our own 
lamps ready, and have the "wedding gar. 
ment" on, prepared to meet the Bride. 
groom, at which time we will be abundant. 
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1y rewarded for our trials and sufferings. 
I expect to stay in this district until 

about the first of September. After that I 
will try and make my way to Council 
Bli1ffs, in time for the conference. Also 
expect to be at the Northern Nebraska 
conference, Sept. 9th. I have not seen Br. 
C. Derry since our last conference. He is 
so well known to the church that it is need
less for me to say that he is undoubtedly at 
work wherever he is. 

I received an urgent request from Br. R 
C. Elvin to go to Saline and Gage counties, 
but I cannot at present, which I regret 
very much. Next Sunday I go with Br. 
George Galley to the Stoddard school house 
in Colfax county. I think the prospects 
arc good there. After that to Merrick 
county, where are some old time saints. I 
hope)they will again enlist under the ban
ner of king Immanuel. Praying for the 
onward progress of the glorious latter day 
<rork, I mn your brother in the bonds of 
peace, HE~IAN C. S:1nTH. 

SAcl~nrE1i"TO, California, 
Aug. 25th, 1876. 

Bro. Stebbins :-Brethren Joseph Smith 
nnd D. S. :i\Iills paid our city a flying visit 

few days ago, and we were greatly re
freshed. Bro. Joseph spoke two evenings 
i"u a full house. Yesterday morning they 
left for Davisville, where he was to speak 
last evening. 

The Saints here enjoyed the visit ancl the 
preaching very much', being edified and 
confirmed. Although we have as good 
saints in this city and vicinity as years of 
privation, suffering ancl gospel teaching 
can make, yet it seemed to add fresh vigor 
to them and to give them joy unspeakable. 

\Ve have felt for sometime in our meet
ings, and if we interpret the whisperings 
of the Spirit aright, the Lord is about to 
pour, yes JJou1· out his ·Spirit in copious 
"howers upon his Saints, and greater bless
i~gs are in store for them and about to be 
given them than they have ever yet rea
l izecl or enjoyed. 

I feel that the mission of Br. Joseph to 
1 his slope will be attended with great good. 
There are many hundreds if not thousands 
ol' old1 time saints who will know of his 
mission here, and a spirit of inquiry will 
sieze them and they will soon begin to in
quire '"What has caused this great com
motion our country through?" And they 
will he answered, "It is the work of God 
rnlling on with life and power anew for the 
set time to favor Zion has come." 

Never have I witnessed a better spirit, or 
rnorc love, more unity of action, more har
mony of thought, more determination to 
,~crve God and keep his commandments 
than in the Sacramento branch. 

If the Saints throughout the continent of 

America were like the Saints in our 
branch, and I hope they are, then indeed 
would the powers of the world to come be 
with us, and no power' at war with the 
Kingdom of Christ could stand against it 
or stop the influence and progress of the 
work. I will close by wishing Zion and 
all the Saints the richest blessings tempor. 
ally and spiritually, in the name of Jesus 
our Lord. As ever, H. P. BROWN. 

STEWARTSVILLE, De Kalb Co., ::M:o., 
August 19th 1876. 

Dea1' B1'other Btebbins:-I want to do 
something for Zion's cause, and I preach 
all I can and spend as much time in the 
ministry as my tem por11l circumstances will 
permit. 

Sunday before last I was in Andrew 
county and had a good time in preaching 
the word. I baptized one and left others 
believing the doctrine. Last Sunday I 
preached twice in a church in Clinton 
county, and had a good hearing both times. 
To-morrow I expect to be in St. Joseph, 
and the next Sunday is our conference at 
Bevier. 

So you see I am on the move every Sun
day, and some part of the week days. Four 
were baptized here in the De Kalb branch 
about two weeks ago by T. W. Smitlr. 
Thus, notwithstanding all our troubles, the 
Lord's work is going on. I pray Goel to 
bless you in your labors. Your brother in 
Christ, JA~rns KE~rr. 

Hc:'l'C1IINsos, Colorado, 
August 10th, 1876. 

Brothm· Stebbi1w:-I am going to rnoYe 
my family to Fairplay, Colorado, this week, 
where I will fit up a photograph gallery 
so that my wife can work at her trade, and 
support herself, while I will be more ab1c 
to work in the cause of truth. In it my 
soul delights, ancl I can say in the lan
guage of the poet, 

I love to tell the story, 
Because I know it's true; 

It satisfies my longing1 

As nothing else could do, 

Our conference is just over and we had 
a pleasant time. Nothing but love an cl 
harmony prevailed. The 8pirit of God 
blessed all present; and you know, when 
such is th(j case then our joy is unspeaka
ble and full of glory; and may it never be 
otherwise with us and all the saints. One 
was baptized. Our progress seems slow, 
yet we continue to baptize one here and one 
there; for so are the elect gathered from the 
wicked in the four quarters of the earth. 
By aid of the members of the Rocky Moun
tain Branch, I have traveled and preached 
nearly all over Colorado, I have baptized 
in many places. Have made friends of ed
itors, who have gh·en us favorable reports; 
anc1 our cause now stands well before the 
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people. What we lack now is a little more 
help; men who are not tender-foo~ed, but 
who can stand the storm and defend the 
truth. I hope that the October Conference 
will send at least one man out here. We 
have men who are able and faithful, but 
who, being advanced il!- years, little can be 
expected of them. Br. 'Stewart will return 
to Ft. Garland and Del Norte. Br. Ellis is 
president of this branch and will preach 
away from home as circumstances will 
permit. Br. Wood was not at our confer
ence; have not heard from him for some 
time. He has been laboring in the Kiowa 
country. In all these places a good inter
est is manifested towards us, and many are 
believing. The Saints here are all desir
ous that Br.Joseph would stop and pay us 
a short visit as he goes east. Remember 
me to all in the office, and all inquiring 
saints. I remain as ever, your brother in 
Zion's cause, F. C. WARNKY. 

MILTON, Santa Rosa Co., Fla., 
Aug. 6th, 1876. 

Br. H. A. Stebbins :-I will be glad when 
we can have the Herald weekly. I hope 
also, that such a change would not lower 
its spiritual standard a whit. I do not 
favor the idea of letting it drift into a sort 
of family newspaper. I would rather have 
its columns filled with spiritual things, 
and with matters connected with the 
Church principles, doctrines, progress, and 
development. The information, instruc
tion, and encouragement imparted by the 
Herald is invaluable, :M:any of the articles 
on doctrinal and practical subjects, those 
from the pens of W. W. B., T. W. Smith 
and others, are worth not only reading, but 
perserving and re-reading. These, with its 
Tegular compenclimn of Church history, 
an.cl including the cheering experiences of 
many of the saints, judiciously collected 
and presented by the editors, and through
out which is shown the merciful superin
tendence of the Almighty over his church, 
constitute the Herc~ld as a gem of almost 
priceless value to the saints. :niiay it in
crease in circulation, and in true spiritual 
excellence. And, as family newspapers 
[Ll'e cheap, and abundant, why should any 
·want to see the standard of our clenomina. 
tional organ lowered that it may take the 
place of one of them. Yours fraternally, 

L. F. WEST. 

::\IrnDLETOW::"!, Frederick Co., Mel., 
July 27th, 1876. 

Dear Brother:~! cannot well do without 
the Hemld, as no elders come this way. I 
wish one could come and preach through 
this part of the country. I am now old 
and feeble, and have to work for my living, 
which I am scarcely able to do, therefore 
cannot go out to preach. I think that 

good might be clone, if no more than to· 
dispel prejudice, and to warn the people. 
My whole heart is still in the work, for I 
fully believe that it is of God, and that it 
is the only church of Christ. I would like 
to have my children warned, as they are 
prejudiced against it because of Brigham
ism and Rigdonism. I talk to them, but 
they seem to fear that I may be deceived' 
[Lgain. 0 that they could hear some able 
elder preach, and perhaps they might be
come obedient. I have no one to commu
nicate my views and faith to, and I some
times feel that I am casting pearls before 
swine, yet the people have to be taught the 
right way whether they will hear or for-
bear. GEO. w. CROUSE. 

CoLmrnus, Cherokee Co., Kan.,. 
August 12th, 1876. 

Brother Stebbins:-! thought to write a 
few lines as ·to how we are getting along 
in this part of the Lord's vineyard. Our 
conference closed last Sunday evening; an 
the branches were represented except one, 
and considerable business done. The 
preaching was well attended by those not 
of our faith, even so that a great many 
could not get in the school-house on Sun
day evening. Prejudice is giving way, 
and there are more calls for. preaching, 
more than we can attend to. 

This district is in a better condition spir
itually than at any time since its organiza. 
tion, and the prospects for this winter are, 
that when the brethren can leave home 
and go out to i)reach that many will be ad
ded to the church. Bro. John T. Davis is 
president for the next three months. Your 
brother in the gospel, JAMES DUTTON. 

CORNTON, De Kalb Co., Ill.,. 
July 14th, 1876. 

Editors Heralcl:-I am endeavoring, t(} 
the best ofmy ability, to set forth the pure 
gospel in these parts; and notwithstanding 
the efl:'ect yet seen is not great, yet I have 
the assurance that Goel is blessing the ef
fort. We have considerable opposition 
here, but it is of that kind which will not 
come forward and express objections. I 
believe that this is the greatest difficulty 
that the truth has to undergo. 

To those who knew me once as having 
been quite a tobacco user, I would say that 
for quite a time me and mine have been 
trying to keep all the word of wisdom;. 
and I would say, to those who use the weed, 
that in a vision of a hand writing on the 
wall I was shown that in using it I was 
like an old drunkard, and that a short turn 
would be the best for me. I now feel to 
say that I realize that the blessed gospel of 
peace is the thing needful to regulate and 
prepare the body and mind for all the busi
ness of life; ancl that in all the vicissitudes 
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of life the care and sorrow is made iight 
by it. 

We wish to say that the Herald is a very 
welcome visitor, and we would be glad to 
haYe it a weekly. Praying for the bless. 
ings of Goel upon all the honest in heart, 
and for truth triumphant, I am your broth
er in the bonds 'of the gospel, 

JOHN SHERWOOD. 

HARL.-h'i, Shelby Co., Iowa, . 
July 26th, 1876. ' 

Editors Herald:-The first two days' 
meeting we have had the pleasure of at. 
tending since we came east, was helcl on 
the 15th and 16th of July atLeland'sGrove, 
.some fourteen miles from here. We went 
early on Saturday morning to the place of 
meeting, but we found no gilded spire nor 
upholstered pew; neither were we puzzled 
to know what order of architecture the 
building was of. But we found a place in 
the grove where seats and a platform had 
been put up. Here, in nature's own tem
ple, did we hear the words echo with pray
er and praise to God. A number of the 
sons of toil had left the plough and assem
bled to worship God. The name of broth
er was sufficient to give one a welcome to 
their homes, the hospitality and kindness 
of which I hope may never be abused. 
Bro. Halliday, thjj,J.lresident, is a good man. 
He informed us ll'il\t most of the people in 
that neighborhood belonged to the church 
and were prosperous. Brother Halliday's 
house, no matter how crowded, always 
seemed to have room for more. The meet
i ug was a good one. Brn. Rounds and 
~Iontgomery were the speakers, and the 
preaching was edifying and earnest. Some 
were baptized and Sunday evening we had 
a fellowship meeting for prayer and testi
mony, and many were the testimonies giv
en for the truth. Some were ola in the 
warfare, and they told us that as they neai·
ed the end, their confidence only grew 
stronger in the work. Many testimonies 
of healing were given, assuring us that God 
still loved and blessed his people. We 
parted reluctantly, although some had a 
long distance to go. I think that all felt 
cheered and encouraged for the two clays' 
meeting, and to say in their hearts as they 
separated, "It was good that I went up to 
the house of the Lord." T. FL 

l'iIINONK, Woodford Co., Illinois, 
August 16th, 1876. 

Bro. Henry :-I am out in the world try. 
ing to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
and if it was needful to have an education 
to qualify one to preach the gospel, we 
would make but little progress; for, as a 
rule, the elders are poor, and have not the 
wisdom of the world to enable them to tell 
the gospel story with that pleasing grace 

thought by the people to be so essential. 
Yet we feel strong in the midst of all these 
drawbacks, and as David did when he went 
forth in the strength of Israel's God, to 
meet Goliath. 

Br. ,James Hunter very kindly took me 
to Br. Lewis', in Livingston county. "\Ve 
found the saints so scattered and so busy 
that we had no meeting until the Sabbath, 
when we had a gooc1 meeting and fair lib
erty. I hope soon to make known to the 
people there, the information that God has 
given of himself. 

At Streator I found the saints well, but 
like the rest of the poor of this world, suf
fering from man's dominion and oppres
sion, which is the bane of human happi
ness, and the cause of human woe. Yet 
they were cheerful, and rejoiced that they 
lived in a day when men could receive 
testimony for themselves from God. The 
sisters' mite society is laboring to help in 
the great work of Goel. Some were ad
ministered to and helped. One who was 
apparently at the point of death, a son of 
Br. T. R. G. Williams, not in the church, 
on promise of obedience to the gospel, ad
ministered to and greatly blessed. We feel 
to thank our heavenly Father for his great 
love and mercy. One old lady of 76 years 
was baptized. She had been a member of 
the Baptist Church since she was a girl. 
Six in all were baptized. I preached in 
the open air twice, and several times in a 
school house. Father Landers also preach
ed. It was goocl to see the old veteran of 
eighty-two appealing to the people with all 
the zeal of youth. And now, clear brother, 
may the Lord bless his truth and make it 
plain to our understanding, is the prayer 
ofyours, JonN S. KIER. 

PLEASANTON, Decatur Co., Iowa., 
July 30th, 1876. 

Br. Henry A. Stebbins:-I feel like speak
ing a few words to the elders, through the 
Herald, and to urge upon them the import
ance of cultivating the spirit of humility, 
of kindness, of gentleness and of lqve; as 
without this their labors will lose their 
saving grace, as we learn by the following 
paragraph from section 11, in the Book of 
Covenants (Cincinnati edition): 

"Behold, I speak unto you, and also un
to all those who have desires to bring forth 
and establish this work; and no one can 
assist in this work, except he shall be 
humble and full of love, having faith, hope 
and charity, being temperate in all things, 
whatsoever be entrusted to his care." 

This precious word was given in May. 
1829, and it is in force to this day and will 
remain in force until the consummation of 
the great work of the last clays. How im
portant then, beloved brethren, that we cul
tivate those heavenly graces, the possession 
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which will aid us to continue as workmen 
that need not to be ashamed; but without 
which, the Lord hath told us, we can not 
assist in his work. E. ROBINSON. 

SALINAS VALLEY, Monterey Co., Cal., 
July 30th, 1876. 

DeM· Hemld:-As we like to read the 
J.ctters from the saints, we also thought to 
communicate how ·we are getting along. 
We are in a lonely condition, being but 
five saints living together. We belong to 
the Long Valley branch, but are living at 
present sixty.five miles from the branch. 
Although we are away from the branch 
we are trying to live the best we can. We 
have Sabbath School and Sacrament meet
ing alternate Sabbaths, and we believe that 
we have the Spirit to enlighten us. We 
had a good time at our Sunday School to
day. 

No outsiders come to our meetings, but 
we hope and pray that a branch will be 
raised up here; and as we are living in the 
midst of wickedness we are longing for the 
time when we will be gathered home, so 
as to be with the Lord's people. We have 
been looking for Bro. Joseph Smith out 
here, and we are still waiting to welcome 
him, or any good elder to our house. We 
are so hungry for some preaching. 

The Herald is our most punctual visitor, 
and we long to see it a weekly. We will 
do all we can to sustain it, even as we do 
all we can to show the people here what 
glorious truths we have; and I can see that 
there has been a great change in tliem, for 
when we first moved here about one year 
ago they were much prejudiced against us, 
but now they are beginning to find out that 
the bacl reports they heard are false, and 
some are investigating. I think that those 
who.are investigating are sound. We de
sil'e to be the means, (by the grace of God 
bestowed upon us), of many turning from 
their sins unto repentance. 

\Ve subscribe ourselves yours in the one 
faith, James H. Smith, Bettie R. Smith, J a. 
cob Smith, Anna Smith, Moses Holmes. 

Central Nebraska District. 
The above conference convened at the 

Saints' :Meeting House, Columbus, Neb., 
June 24th, 1876; Chas. Derry, presiding; 
Geo. N. Derry, secretary. 

Resolved that the reports of the brethren 
be accepted as correct r-eports of the stand
ing of the branches. 

Branch Reports.-Columbus, Deer Creek, 
Cedar Creek were reported. 

Elder's Reports.-Elders H. C. Smith and 
Charles Derry reported, also C. N. Hutchins, 
priest. 

Resolved that all priests in good standing 
receive a priest's license, dated from thi'& 
time. 

That the Deer Creek branch re<']:uest S'r. 
Hulda Ward to appear before said branch 
and show just cause why she should not be 
united with said branch. 

That all scattered members be referred 
to the nearest branch to them. 

Sunday, June 25th.-The forenoon was 
occupied in preaching, by Chas. Derry. 

2 P.M.-Number of officials present: 4 
elders, 3 priests, 1 teacher, 1 deacon. 

It was voted that Chas. H. Derry be or
dained to the office of priest. 

H. C. Smith was requested to labor on· 
Shell Creek, as fa1· as his circumstances will' 
permit, under the direction of the president 
of "the district; C. N .. Hutchins and C. 
Hutchins to labor in Deer Creek branch and! 
vicinity. Geo. W. Galley was sustained as 
an elder of the church, and requested to· 
preach in this vicinity, and wherever he 
may be able. H. J. Hudson, Spencer 
Smith and Channey Loomis were sustaine~ 
in presiding over their several branches. 
Chas. H. Derry to labor under the directions 
of the president. 

Chas. Derry was sustained as president of 
the district, and Geo. N. Derry as secretary. 

H. C. Smith to labor in connecticm with 
the president. 

The general authorities of the church 
were sustained. 

H. C. Smith delivered a very good dis
course in the evening. 

Ad.iourned to meet at Columbus, Sept. 
30th, 1876, at 7 o'clock, P. M. 

Western Maine District. 
The above conference convened at Little 

Deer Isle, July 3d and 4th, 1876. .J. C. 
Foss chosen to preside, and M. H. Cousins, 
clerk. 

Branch Reports.-Little Deer Isle 25 
members, 6 baptized. Brooksville 25 mem
bers, 3 baptized. Green's Landing, Bear 
Isle and Hockland, verbally reported as be
ing the same as at last report. 

Br. E. Banta, of Iliinois, was invited to 
take part in the conference. 

Elders T. Ames; J, C. Foss, .J. H. Eaton, 
J. Vv. Blaster, Samuel 1'aton and J. B. Eaton 
reported. 

Priest L. C. Gray, and teachers Daniel 
Eaton, E. B. Gray and Alonzo P. Hutchin
son reported. T. Ames was supported as 
district president. 

Resolved that we help sustain J, C. Foss 
and E. Banta in their mission. 

7 r. ;1r.-Preaching by J. C. Foss. 
Sunday, 10:80 A. ;IL-Preaching by J. C. 

Foss, and at 2:30 p. m. by E. Banta. :Four 
were baptized in the sea, and confirmed on 
the beach. 
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7:30 P. M.-A financial book was ordered 
io be kept by the district cierk. There 
'.ollow.ed a prayer and testimony meeting, 
lll w~1ch the saints took an active part. 

Adjourned to meet at Green's Landing 
branch, Sept. 29th, 30th, and Oct. 1st. · 

Welsh Annual Conference. 
The above conference was held in Ab

aramman, Wales, convening May 14th, 1876. 
Robert Evans presiding, E. Morgan, secre
tary. 

The president spoke of the need of order, 
and of the lack of perfection in the statistics 
of the Welsh branches. Br. T. E. Jenkins 
thought a book should be bought in which 
to keep a record of all the branches in 
Wales from their origin. 

A general testimony meeting followed in 
which the Spirit was enjoyed in singing 
speaking and prayer. ' 

J. R. Gibbs, R. Thomas, Wm. Morris P. 
Price, D. Williams and D. Davies repo;ted 
their labors and their enjoyment of the 
work of God ; also E. l\iorgan his travels. 
In some places had good sized and attentive 
congregations. Prayer by J. R. Gibbs. 

6 P. M.-Prayer by E. Morgan and 
preaching by T. E. Jenkins from l\iark 5: 
15, followed by R. Thomas and J. R. Gibbs. 
President R. Evans said he thought it the 
duty of the saints to seek for the gift of dis
cerning of spirits, that they may know the 
good Spirit from the deceptive ones. 

Adjourned to meet at Llannelly October 
29th, 1876. ' 

The Wes tern District reported as being 
composed of three branches, including 19 Central Missouri District. 
elders, 5 priests, 1 teacher and 1 deacon The above conference was held at the house 
and a total of 76 members. Four have bee~ of Elmsly Curtis, August 5th and 6th, 1876. 
baptized, 1 has died and 1 been expelled. T. W. Smith chosen to preside; A. J. Cato, 
The district, with slight exception, is in clerk, Samuel Crum, assistant. 
good condition. Saints feel well, and elders An adjudicating committee was appointed, 
are :tmsy .sounding the gospel trumpet.· consisting of W. J. Booker, A. J. Seeley and 

Fmancial: Book Account-Received of Joseph Westwood. 
New Tredegar £1 12s; Llanelly £1 48 ; Ys- Resolved that we adopt the "Book of 
tradgynlais 4s; Morriston 4s. Sale of Hes- Rules" as published by the church, so far as 
peris 6s 3d; balance last report £2 18s lld. they pertain to us as a conference. 
Total, £6 9s 2d. Paid Herald Office for Branch Reports.-Vallev 34 members 11 
hooks and Beralds £5 ls;· balance on hand baptized, 2 received by vote, 1 died. Kn~x
£1 8s 2d. Received donations from America ville 16 members, 2 baptized, 2 received bv 
through Herald Office £5 10s 3zd. Paid vote. Hazle Dell incorrect, and referred 
money borrowed to send Br. J. T. Davies back to the branch for correction. 
to America £5 10s 2d; balance on hand 1.td. Resolved that the clerk of the Carrolton 
J. R. Gibbs, Book Agent. - branch be requested to give letters to those 

The president spoke of the Herald Office removed. 
'.'ccounts, and about printing and distribut- That the Hazle Dell branch be requested 
lllj!: tracts. to reconsider the action of those received 

Resolved that the elders be authorized to by vote, and that the clerk of the branch 
send to Br. J. R. Gibbs for one hundred notify the General Church Recorder of the 
tracts each, and they be responsible for the changes. 
payment. Eider's Reports.-A. J. Cato had preached 

Br. T. E. Jenkins was added to the com- every Sunday; among other labors had ad
mittee on the new hymn book, and Br. J. ministered to a great many sick, and with 
R. Gibbs was chosen as chairman of said good success. J. D. Craven had visited the 
committee, and the one to whom funds branches where two-days meetings were 
should be sent. held_; had also labored some in the vicinity 

B~. Wm. 1\Iorris thought that the presi- of Richmond;. belie~es t~at the saints ~en
dent had not gone the rounds of the district I erally are tryrng to hve right; had baptized 
as fully as he should have done. Br. P. one and ordained one elder. E. Curtis had 
Price asked if the mission had any riQ;ht to labored mo~t~y in the branch; had baptized 
direct the president in the matter. :Br. T. two and ordmned one elder. A. Young had 
E. Jenkins advised not to interfere in it. preached some, and baptized three. W. W. 

Officials present: 1 seventy 11 elders Felkins had labored in the branch. Joseph 
Prayer by R. Thomas. ' · Yfestwood had preached some. E.W. Cato 
:J P. ~r.-Prayer by the president. had preached on Grand River, and believes 
President Joseph Smith a.nd the authori- there can be a good work done there. 

ties of the church throughout the world Priest John Allison reported labor in his 
were sustained, including Thomas 'faylor in J;iranch; thin~s it is, with few exceptions, 
charge of European mission, Robert Evans m good standmg. Andrew Johnson, teacher 
of Welsh Mission, and J. R. Gibbs of Western of the Valley branch, has labored as much 
District of said mission, also those in charge as he could. Samuel Crum had labored as 
of the branches thereof. teacher of Hazle Dell branch; believes the 

majority are trying to do right. 
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2 P. M.-Prayer by J. D. Craven. R. L. 
Ware reported the Waconda branch as not 
being in working order. Priest G. W. Car
ter of that branch said that there had been 
meetings nearly every Sunday, but had 
done nothing himself. 

Resolved that we as a conference do not 
recognize a presiding priest, presiding 
teacher or presiding deacon in a branch. 

J. B. Belcher reported having preached 
every Sunday this quarter. 

.E. W. Cato was appointed a mission to 
Grand River, with the privilege of selecting 
Euch assistance as he can get. A. J. Cato 
was released from the responsibility of la
bor in this district, and was recommended 
to labor in Vernon county, under the direc
tion of T. W. Smith. 

Resolved that W. J. Booker labor in this 
district under the direction of the president. 

Officials present: 1 of the twelve, 16 
elders, 2 priests, 1 teachers. 

At 7:30 p. m., preaching by T. W. Smith 
on the Spiritual Gift~. On Sundii,y, at 8 
a. m., prayer and testimony meeting was 
held, followed by a discourse from T. W. 
Smith on the Plan of Salvation. At 2:30 
p. m., T. W. Smith preached upon The Rock 
upon which the Church of Christ was built. 
Met at 7:30 p. m.; a prayer and testimony 
meeting was held, and many faithful testi
monies were given. 

Resolved that J. D. Craven act as presi
dent and A. J. Cato as secretary of the dis
trict. 

Report of Bishop's Agent for six months: 
No balance at last report. Received during 
eiuarter $22.40. Paid T. W. Smith $7.00; 
t'or stationary 20cts. Balance on hand 
:?15.20. 

The authorities of the church were by 
vote sustained, also T. W. Smith in his 
present mission. · 

The adjudicating committee was released. 
Adjourned to meet at 10 a.m., November 

4th, 1876, in the Valley branch, Neet 
School Honse. 

Western Wisconsin District, 
The above conference was held at North 

Freedo.m, Wis., June 10th and 11th, 1876. 
Wm. Savage, president; E. C. Wildermuth, 
clerk. 

June 10th, 10 A. ~I.-: Prayer by the presi
dent and instructions from him. 

3 r. M.-Br. John Bierline was chosen 
district treasurer, and the president was 
authorized to instruct each branch to ap
point a branch treasurer to receive money 
for the support of the gospel, and to send 
the same to the district treasurer. 

Ee solved that elders, priests and branches 
not l'eporting, are censurable ; and that 
the president shall obtain their reasons or 
excuses and present them to the next ses
sion. 

Branch Reports.-German Freedom, no 
change. Willow 28 members. 

Wm. Savage was sustained as district 
president. 

Elders' Reports.-Wm. Savage reporwd 
his travels and labors since last session. 
John Bierline, Frank Racket and E. C. 
Wildermuth reported. Elder Loomis offered 
his resignation as an elder, and it was ac
cepted. Rob'tOehring, priest, has preached 
according to his circumstances. F. Ote, 
teacher, has tried faithfully to discharge his 
duty as branch officer. 

Resolved that we sustain all the authori
ties of the church in righteousness. · 

June 11th, 9 A. M.-F. Racket, clerk pro 
tem. C. W. Lange, elder, reported by letter. 

Resolved that Br. Robert Oehring be or
dained an elder, and that he go on a mis
sion to l\Iichigan. 

Preaching by Wm. Savage. 
2 r. M.-Preaching by Wm. Savage. The 

sacrament was administered a1fil3· cJ!ildren 
blessed. At Sp. m., preaching byWiliiam 
Savage. · 

Adjourned to tµ·eet at the Willow branch, 
October 21st and 22d, 1876, at10 o'clock a. m. 

--c·~----.-

FIO:ti,da District. 
The above conference was held in the 

Santa.Rosa bran.ch, Santa Rosa Co, Florida, 
July 1st and 2d, 1Si6; L. F. West, pres.; 
James C. 1\IcArt~ur, clerk. . 

Elders' Reports.-A. Kennedy was striv
ing to discharge his duty as president of 
Coldwater branch.. B. L. West was offi
ciating as president of Santa Rosa branch. 
J. J. Cooper retained the presidency of ~It. 
Olive branch; he had baptized one. E. 
Powell had labored in the presidency of 
Eureka branch, and had also preached 
"around about,'' as time and opportunity 
offered, and had baptized three. Jam es 
Calhoun had done no official labor. J. N. 
Hawkins preached once a month, is acting 
teacher of Santa Rosa branch. L. F. West 
preached every Sunday. Priest Wm. West 
had endeavored to discharge the duty of 
priest. 

Branch Reports.-1\It. Olive 33 members, 
2 baptized. Coldwater 73 members, 3 dis
fellowshipped. Eureka 42 members, 1 bap-
tized. . 

At 3 p. m., preaching by E. Powell; at 
7:30 p. m., and Sunday 10 a. m., and 3:30 
p. m. by L. F. West; SundayeveningbyE. 
Powell. A good attendance throughout, 
notwithstanding the weather was quite in
clement. 

Adjourned to meet in the Eureka branch 
November 4th, 1Si6. 

l\I. H. Forscutt, c11.re R. 1\1. Elvin, Neb
ra9ka City, Neb. 

Wm. McLean, Wheatland, Yuba Co., Cal. 
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ELDERS, AHOY! 

Should our trials and t;:;;;tl;Jes, while traveling this 
earth, 

Crowd around us and press quite sore; 
Famine, pestilence, or war, stalk around and make 

dearth, 
We'll be thankful to God evermore. 

For the gospel of Christ is now preached again, 
And the call is to all, to come ; 

So if you are faithful, the rest you'll obtain 
That was promised by God's dearest Son. 

CIIORUS: 

Then ye elders, be faithful, and work while 'tis day; 
For soon the dark night it will come, 

When the Lord of the harvest will come back to stay 
With the saints in their ever blest home. 

Don't get weary of working, while there are souls yon 
may saV\J, 

Thongh thorns may spring up in your path ; 
Remember, the One wha passed through the grave,

Oh, do not forsake him to wrath; 
For his love was so great for .the souls that were lost, 

That he suffered the thorns on his head; 
Then, don't be afraid, for the thorns won't stick fast, 

They/ will leave you the same as his did. 

Oh, labor your best, for the field is so large, 
And the weeds are ahead of the wheat; 

Draw the wheat out with care, for this is your cha!ge) 
And then will your welcome be sweet. 

When He comes with his saints to call you all home, 
And your grain is in bundles prepared; 

Then the call will resound, "~Iy servant, well dornd 
)fake room; come sit down with thy Lord." 

W.F. 

Notified to Appear. 
To Thamer Hoover and Isaac his brother; 

or as better known in the Lamoni branch, 
_'..mbrose Hover. You are both hereby noti
fied to appear before a court of Elders at 
the Lamoni branch of the Decatur district 
of ~he C.hurch of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Samts, m Fayette township, Decatur coun
ty, Iowa, on Saturday, November 25, 1876, 
at one o'clock p. m., to answer to certain 
charges to be preferred at said time and 
place. You are also notified that in case 
you do not appear at said time and place, 
proceedings will be had as if you were pres
ent, and a verdict be rendered according to 
the evidence. Warning is also hereby given 
to the church at large, that these brethren 
are in transgression. By order of the La-
moni branch. D. P. YouNG, pres. 

0. B. TH0;11As, clerk. 

Sister Sarah E. Holmes an~ Bro. Joseph 
H. Holmes, members of the Plum Creek 
branch of Fremont district, are hereby noti
fied to appear before a court of elders at 
the Gaylord school house, in Fremont coun
ty, Iowa, on the second day of October, 1876, 

at nine o'clock a.m., to answer to charges 
then and there to be presented against them 
for unchristianlike conduct; and unless 
they.appear, or sh?w l~gal caus~ for not ap
pearing, the exammat1on of their respective 
cases will be made and acted upon the same 
as though they were present. By order of 
president of Plum Creek branch. 

WM. LEEKA, secretary. 

Request to tlle Seventy. 
Members of the quorum of seventy who 

think of taking missions, or who are in 
readiness for action in their calling, are re
quested to make the same known to me by 
letter, between now and the :first of October 
next. Address: Sandwich, DeKalb coun-
ty, Illinois. C. G. LANPHEAR, 

President of the Quorum. 

North Eastern Ollio and Western Vir· 
ginia District. 

The next session of this conference will 
be held at Syracuse, Ohio, September 23d 
and 24th, 1876. DAVID THOMAS, 

District President. 

DIED. 
~t Nebraska 9ity, Nebraska, August 26th, 

1816, of congestion of the lungs, Matilda Cat
lett, aged 36 years, 8 months, and 14 days. 
She was baptized January 23d, 1876, by R. 
M. Elvin. During her brief membership 
she manifested a zeal and faith worthy of 
emulation. She leaves an aged husband 
and foi:r children. Funeral services by R. 
M.Elvm. 

Near Wilmington, Will county, Illinois, 
August 30th, 1876, of old age and general 
debility, Br. James Gould, aged 76 years. 
He was born in New York in 1800, and with 
his ;vife, who survives him, obeyed the gos
pel m 1844, and both became members of 
the Reorganized Church some years ago. 
They were married fifty years, and had 
twelve children, eleven now living, all heads 
of fa.milies, and ten of them were present at 
the funeral. Br. Gould was a man of in
tegrity, one honorable and honest in life 
and a large gathering of people attested by 
their presence and words, both respect for 
the departed, and sympathy for the mourn
ing family. Funeral services by Br. Henry 
A. Stebbins, assisted by Br. John Keir. 

A,t Des Moines, Iowa, July 26th, 1876 
Catherine Picton, . only daughter of Bro'. 
Henry and sister Margaret Picton, aged 8 
yes.rs, 2 months and I day. The parents 
m.ourn deeply, and all the branch sympa
thize with them in their loss. Funeral ser
vices. by elder John R. Evans. 

At Merthyr Tydvi!, Wales, July 18, 1876 
Sr. Eliza Rogers, wife of John Rogers, aged 
44 years. She was a daughter of the late 
Thomas aud l\Iary Griffiths, of Penydarren, 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



576 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

who were among the first to receive the ever
lasting gospel in Wales, and the first elders 
ths.t" came here received great hospitality at 
their house. Sr. Rogers was baptized when 
eleven years of age, in 1843 ; in 1863 she 
joined the reorganization, and the elders 
that came here from Ameri'ca, received much 
kindness at her house. She was strong in 
the faith of the latter day work. She had a 
very weak constitution, and suffered a great 
<leal of illness of late years. 

At String Prairie, Iowa, :Mny 8th, 18i6, 
Mary Wright, aged 82 years and 18 days. 
She heard the gospel and· J:l)Ceived a. testi· 
mony in an early day, in Ohio; but sur· 
roundings prevented her from being baptiz· 
ed till a branch was organized on String 
Prairie. She was baptized by Br. John H. 
Lake, August 3d, 18t3. 

At Plattsmouth, Nel),:r:aska, Ethel; infant 
daughter of sister Macy A. and George How
ard, of cholera infantum. 

_,,·~, 

GOLDEN:G'RAINS. 
Grief has depths, bat wounded vanity is 

a surface ripple easily soothed. 
It is folly for a pers'Qn to have one eye on 

heaven and the othe.r on the world. As 
much as any one can tirrall that is requisite 
with an eye single to:fJ:od's glory, so much 
can he or she have light to guide and help; 
for God's word is rel~a.tJle. 

They who acknowfouge God's hand in all 
thing:;, who trust in)Hlil, and who do good; 
who acknowledge ·J;ii:iu in all things, the 
Lord will direct lli'!l'l,? steps. In time of 
famine such shall be ll>!tisfied; and in a place 
of refuge and safety· they shall dwell in 
peace. 

If' the best man's ·:faults were written on 
his forehead, he wotiid want to draw his hat 
Gver his eyes now ail'd then. 

A certain person, ceiebrated for his gen
uine piety, once remarked, "I never heard 
d a crime, however heinous, without this 
consideration, that if I shonld have had the 
same nature, traili.ing·s and associations, 
then I might have been guilty of the same." 

The indulgence in fault-finding is like 
letting water get into 9, boat on a deep and 
dangerous stream. 
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"""' W.\l'\J-.--

"HEAltKEN TO THE WORD OF THB LORD, FOR THERE SHALL NOT ANY MAN AMONG YOU' HA. Vil SA Vli IT Bli 
ONJi WIFE; AND CONCU~INE~ HE SHALL HAVE NONE."-Book of Mormon. 

u WHEN TBB RIGHTEOUS ARR IN AUTHORITY, TU ?EOPLJI REJOIOJI; :BUT WHBN. THll WICKJllD BEA.RETH 
RULE, THE PEOPLE MOURN."-Prov. 29: 2. 

Vol. 23. PLANO, ILL., OCTOBER 1, 1876. No.19. 

§uppo1.·t the Gospel. that there are many heads of :families 
In the epistle of the Twelve, publish- upon whom would. fall this responsibility, 

ed in the Herald of May 15th, there oc- who could not readily give even this 
curs the following passage: "Let every small sum weekly, for each member of 
branch, district, and mission * * * re- their families who, are also merlibers of 
membeI'l'that the propogation of the gos- the church. But it must be remember
pel is the first object in the law of offer- ed, on the other hand., that there are 
ings; and the general mission funds many who could give much mare, so 
8hould be in the general treasury kept that I think we may safely place the 
by the bishop. We earnestly appeal to least average sum which each member 
the judgment and conscience of the I of the church could. contribute, per week, 
saints to sustain our hands b:v the means for this fund, at not less than five cents. 
necessary to prosecute the· missionary And. I believe it might easily be doubled 
fields in force and to prosecute them ef- without serious inconvenience to any 
fectively." one. And right here (for I hold it to 

That there are means enough in the be our duty to give, not only of our 
church to accomplish this there can ab1:'ndance, but until we feel it, until, in 
scarcely be a doubt. There are at pres- order to be able to give, we are obliged 
ent, as nearly as I can judge, less than to exercise some self-denial, to make 
fifty elders in the field who devote their some sacrifice). Let me suggest that 
whole time to the work of the ministry. before we _say, or think, that we have no 
According to the last report (see min- means which we can spare or that we 
utes of conference, published in the Her- are already giving to the extent of our 
ald of May 1st), there are at least nine ability we examine ourselves and. see if 
thousand persons connected. with the we have not some habits, the indulgence 
church. It is certainly safe to assume of which costs money, and which we 
that each of these nine thousand. could might give up. Some expenses, purely 
contribute, for this special purpose, the personal, which we might curtail. One 
small sum of five cents each week; this of us perhaps uses tobacco in some 
would amount to $450 per week, which form, at an average cost of fifteen or 
would give an average of $~0 a week to twenty cents a week; another is fond of 
the families of each of these men, ac- tea or coffee; this young man or young 
cording to their necessities, little enough woman is in the habit of spending a lit
it must be acknowledged, but more than tle money occasionally for confectionary 
most of them receive at present, in ad- or jewelry. In short, I think it will be 
dition to their necessary personal expen- found on examination, that there are 
ses, which should be met by the individ- very few of us who have not some habit 
ual or branch contribution, outside of or taste, not wrong in itself it may be, 
the fund spoken of above. and which may very reasonably and 

It may be said that there are many in properly indulged., but which is not es
the church who could give nothing and. sential to our comfort or happiness. To 

Whole No. 355, 
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deprive ourselves of which would, per
haps, cost a hard struggle and involve 
much self-denial, but which we could 
give up, and the cost of which, if appli
ed in the manner which has been indi
cated, would do something towards pro
vidin_g for the necessities of some family 
whose husband and father is laboring 
for the Master; and if each of us who 
has a habit or taste, useless in itself, 
which could be given up by a little, or 
much, self-denial, would give it up and 
apply the cost thereof to this object, this 
alone would go very far towards supply
ing the wants of those who, that they 
may devote their live to the preaching 
of the gospel, have given up everything 
that men most ·prize-the comforts of 
home, the pleasures of the family circle, 
the reasonable prospect of making some 
provisions for .the future, and in many 
instances not only denying themselves a 
comparatively easy matter, but depriving 
their families of those comforts and ad
vantages which they might easily pro
vide if engaged in other avocations. 

And if any of us are disposed to think 
that we are giving largely, in proportion 
to our means, and, perhaps, that we de
serve a good deal of credit for our liber
ality, let us compare our contributions 
and our sacrifices for the cause with 
those of the men of whom I have been 
speaking. One educated for the bar, 
and with natural ability :fitting him for 
success in the legal profession; another 
who gave up remunerative mercantile 
business to engage in this work; anoth
er who has natural taste and aptitude 
for trade has been offered and refused 
to accept the means with which to en
gage in a profitable business; another 
still who in any position, requiring tal
ent and eloquence could command al
most any compensation he might ask. 
Not one of these men (and the list might 
be extended much farther) but could 
earn, at the lowest estimate, from three 
to five times the pitance they receive in 
their present calling. Is it not clear 
then, that these men are giving, in 
money or its equivalent, just the differ
ence between the pittance they do re
eeive and the amount which they could 

readily earn in any other occupation,
Say at least from $500 to $1500 per 
year for the propogation of the gospel ? 
Who of us does as much in proportion 
to his means ? 

And this is the least of their denial. , 
However much we may give to the · 
church and however much we may deny 
ourselves for this purpose, we at least 
retain the comforts of home; we provide 
first for the wants of our families; we 
see to it that our children have all the 
education which our means can provide; 
our retrenchment of expenses that we 
may have the more for church purposes, 
does not and should not extend to such 
matters; and if we or the members of 
our families voluntarily give up some 
accustomed luxury or pleasure that we 
may do the more for the establisliment 
of the kingdom of Christ upon earth, 
the consciousness of. the cheerful per-· 
formance of duty more than counterbal~ 
ances the temporary inconvenience to 
which we may have subjected ourselves. 

But these men, the "love of Christ 
constraining them," give up all these 
things. Going forth in the service of 
the Master, they visit their homes, in 
many cases, only at long intervals; the 
guidance and control of their children 
devolves almost entirely upon the wife, 
when, ofttimes. there is need of the firm 
and steady control of the father as well 
as the more gentle influence of the moth
er; their children, too, must ordinarily 
be content with much less of education
al and social advantages than would fall 
to their lot under other circumstances; . 
the most rigid eccnomy, must be prac
ticed in order that they may "owe no 
man" and yet provide the necessaries of 
life for those dependent on them; they 
must give up all hope of making any 
provision for the future, so far as this 
world's goods are concerned; yet, real
izing to the fullest extent the magnitude 
of the sacrifice they are making, not only 
does no word of complaint escape their 
lips, but they go forth, cheerfully, gladly,. 
enthusiastically, devoting their lives to 
the work whereunto God hath called 
them. 

I do not allude to these undeniable 
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facts to eulogize these "soldiers of the 
cross," but speak of them only that we 
may thereby lead to a more careful con
sideration of our own duty and our own 
ability in this direction-in this matter 
of giving. 

Let me mention another example of 
liberality in giving, which is well wor
·thy of our notice : 

In a late lecture by Dr. Clark, the 
. ·secretary of the American and Foreign 

Missionary Society, he spoke, among 
others, of a community of Christian con
verts in Central Turkey, if I remember 
-right, who, last year, not only supported 
their own native pastors and schools, 

'but contributed to the Foreign Mission
ary fund a sum of money which, taking 
into consideration the difference in the 
·1abor between that country and this, 
would be equal to $20.00 for each mem
ber of those churches-and this, too, in 
the face of the fact that it was a year of 
unusual sc;iarcity, and that many of these 
devoted christians were sadly pinched 
. for the necessaries of life. 

If these poor people are so full of love 
:to God and for their fellow men that 
they are willing thus to deny themselves 
that the same glad tidings which has so 
rejoiced their hearts may be carried to 
others who are still in darkness, how 
much more should we, who have re
ceived the full light of the gospel-who 
enjoy, so far as we are found worthy, 
the gifts and bleseings promised to those 

·who "believe and are baptized," and 
·who strive· earnestly to obey the com
mands of our Divine Master-how much 
more should we be willing to deny our
selves that this glorious gospel of "the 
latter days" may be preached to the 
world. 

Truly the field is ripe for the harvest. 
All over the world there are honest, 
earnest workers, teaching the truth as 
they believe it. Within a few years 
thousands have been reclaimed from the 
errors of heathenism, and have become 
earnest, devoted, humble christians. The 
way has been prepared, and that prep
aration is still going on, for the preach-· 
ing of the gospel in all its fulness and 
richness of love and mercy; and in our 

own land, the mists of prejudice are be
ing dissipated-the errors of Brighmism 
are being exposed-people are learning 
to distinguish between the true and 
false church of Latter Day Saints, and 
becoming more and more willing to lis
ten to our arguments and examine into 
our claims. Joyfully may we exclaim, 
"The harvest truly is plenteous,'' but 
sadly must we add, "but the laborers 
are few." w. R. s . 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 

Baptism. 
BR.JOSEPHSMITH,Dear Sir.-Ihave 

often thought in the past that I would 
send you a few lines upon the subject of 
Baptism, though many have written good 
thoughts and plain facts upon it before; 
not for those who already understand 
these things, but for those who are be
ginning to turn from the commandments 
of men, to the precepts of the living God, 
who is ever the same, and whose words 
are eternal and unchangeable truths . 

The prophets have said that "the Gen
tiles shall come from the ends of the 
earth, saying, Surely our fathers have 
inherited lies, and things wherein is no 
profit." Since our investigation of the 
claims and testimony of Joseph Smith 
the martyr, we have often been forcibly 
reminded of this, and no less so in con
templating our former notions and ideas 
regarding baptism than many others. 
Our heaven was a land of shadows, an 
assemblage of intangibilities, a conglom
oration of learned moonshine, and pious 
impossibilities. Our God was an Al
mighty nothing at all. The great Crea
tor, the greatest of all living realities, in 
whose image and likeness man was cre
sted, whose kingdoms and worlds are 
numberless, and whose wisdom governs 
and upholds all, was a mere vacuum, the 
absence of all known realities. Our re
ligion was an assemblage of "types and 
shadows," a vast maze of labyrinthian 
and contradictory dogmas, incomprehen
sible and irreconcilable as the doings and 
teachings of modern spiritualism is with 
the Bible. Scarcely anything could be 
admitted as a religious principle which 
was in itself plain and easy to be under-
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handled, and the wild and disgusting 
blunderings of modern speculation and: 
interpretation in regard to them. Indeed, 
they greatly more resemble the abbera
tions and drivelings of a set of sober 
maniacs, than a rational rendering, or 
interpretation of God's most holy word, 
and unerring truth. It is not to be 
wondered at, therefore, that the ordin
ance of baptism, plain as it once was, as 
well as the object for which it was or
dained, should have been mystified, spo
ken of as an "old Jewish rite," "a dead 
performance," "a non-essential ceremo
ny," "not a saving ordinance," and "not. 
essential to salvation," etc. 

It is enough to say here that not one 
of these sayings is sustained by the 
scriptures. I propose to show in this 
article, from the scriptures, three things 
in relation to baptism, which will in 
themselves explode all such sayings as 
the above, and set the matter forever at 
rest with a wise man. First that bap
tism is a commandment of God, and not 
"an old Jewish rite;" second, that im
mersion only is baptism; and third, 
that it is a saving ordinance, and in so 
doing shall let the scriptures speak pret
ty much for themselves. 

"Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jor
dan unto John, to be baptized of him. But 
John forbade him, saying, I have need to be 
baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?· 
And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer 
it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to 
fulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered 
him. And Jesus, when he was baptized, 
went up straightway out of the water: and 
lo, the heavens were opened;"-Matthew, 
3 : 13-16. 

stood. Nothing met the approbation of 
the learned, so much as a profound mys
tery, a self-evident contradiction, or a 
religious impossibility. The greater the 
impossibility of anything in religion be
ing reconciled with truth and plain prin
ciples, the greater reverence it met. The 
creed of St. Athanasius abounds with 
these most extravagant absurdities. The 
scriptures make the Almighty, the Holy 
Spirit, and the Savior, as much three 
separate and distinct persons as any other 
three separate and distinct persons or 
things in the universe; yet this creed, 
and the inferences drawn from it, and 
the teachings of its votaries, lead inev
itably to the conclusion that when Jesus 
was SENT of God, he sent himself; when 
he prayed to God, he prayed to himself; 
when the Holy Ghost came upon him, it 
was himself that came upon himself; 
when God answered his prayers, and he 
returned his father than~ therefor, he 
gave thanks to himself; when he was 
forsaken upon the cross, he was forsaken 
by himself; when he ascended, and sat 
down at the right hand of God, he sat 
of course at his own right hand; and in 
the latter days when God shall send Je
sus Christ, who before was preache~ to 
the house of Israel, he will to all intents 
and purposes, send himself; and when 
he delivers up the Kingdom to his fath
er, saying, "I have overcome," etc., he 
will be rendering it very gravely up into 
his own hands. For you see that the 
creed, while it describes the three great 
personages as clearly and distinctly as 
language can do it, in the next breath 
forbids us upon pain of everlasting dam
nation to pelieve them any more than Here is the testimony of the two high-
one person. "For," says the creed, est authorities in the christian dispensa
"there is one person of the Father, an- tion, in relation to baptism. John says, 
other of the Son, and another of the "I have need to be baptized of thee,"· 

' d · F l'k show1"ng very clearly that he di'd not, Holy Ghost.' An agam,." or 1 e as . ~ . " . . 
we are compelled by the christian verity cons1~~r bap,~1sm a non-es,~ential cere
[the christian faith J to acknowledge m~ny, nor a ?ead form. And the 

b h . self to "e God and I voice of the Savior shows as clearly that every person y im " b · · f · h · 
Ijord · so are we forbidden by the, Cath- ' aptism 18 an act 0 rig teousness, or m 
1. 'i· · h b h. G d other words, a commandment of God; 

0 10 re ig10n to say t ere e t Iee o s, ,. t , f Ifill ll · ht " · t b 
or three Lords." ior ? ' u a rig eousness, IS o e. 

obedient to all the commandments of 
I need tell no well informed elder of God; for there is nothing righteous in 

the church how the prophecies of the itself, unless it be commanded of God. 
Old and New Testaments have been I His coming up out of the water clearly· 
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shows that he· had been down in it. 
But it is well to keep in view here, the 

fact that baptism is a Greek word, left 
untranslated at the time of translating 
the Scriptures into English; but as often 
as it is translated into English, or any 
other language, it is invariably rendered 
dipping or immersion=-these two Eng
lish words being the only ones in the 
language that properly represent it. 
]}lark is still plainer in regard to the 
manner of baptism, if possible, than 
~Iatthew, for he says: 

"And there went out unto him all the 
land of J"udea, and all they of J erusdem, 
and were all baptized of him [ J oh:iJ. J in the 
riverojJordan".-Mark 1: 5. 

But'the chief priests and scribes came 
to him to enquire by what authority he 
did the good works. of his ministry, and 
Jesus answered them thus : 

"! will also ask you one question, and 
answer me, and I will tell you by what au
thority I do these things. The baptism of 
John, was it from heaven or of men? answer 
me. And they reasoned with themselves, 
saying, If we shall say From heaven, he 
will say, Why then did ye not believe him? 
But if we shall say, Of men; they feared 
the people : for all men counted John that 
he was a prophet indeed." 

And of course, being a prophet in
deed, would not be at all likely to teach 
anything but what was expressly com
manded of God. This simple passage 
shows very pointedly that baptism is an 
express command of God (Mark 11: 27-
33). The action of the Savior here was 
evidently to show these men their er
rors by their own answers; but in their 
equivocation, and evasion of a plain 
question, he served them right when he 
said, "neither tell I you by what author
ity I do these things." 

"And all the people that heard him [.Je
sus] and the publicans, ,justified God, being 
baptized with the baptism of John."-Luke 
7: 30. 

A very likely thing indeed, that all 
those who repented of their sins and re
ceived baptism for the remission of them 
at the hand of John, should naturally 
receive the Savior and justify all that he 
taught. "But the Pharisees and the 
lawyers rejected the counsel of (*od 
against themselves (to their own con-

demnation) not being baptized of him" 
(verse 31); which is very reasonable 
also, for the "counsel of' God" was the 
command of God, through John the 
Baptist, that all should repent and be 
baptized for the remission of sins, and 
so having rejected this counsel, they 
turned to be persecutors rather than fol
lowers of the Savior. 

But that John received a direct com
mandment from God to preach repent
ance and baptism for the remission of 
sins, is evident from the following: 

"And I knew him not: but he that sent 
me to baptize with water, the same said un
to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
descending ancl remaining on him, the samf' 
is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost" 
(John 1: 33; Luke 3: 2.) 

And that baptism, preceded by re
pentance, has something to do with 
making Christ known in his true char
acter to mankind, is also evident from 
the teachings of John, as : 

"Ancl I knew him not, but that he should 
be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I 
come baptizing· with water."-John 1: 31. 

The same teachings that made Christ 
manifest or known in his true character 
to Israel, can alone make him manifest 
in that character to all other people. 
No people that ever were, or ever· will 
be, can ever get a true knowledge of the 
Savior, and the things he requires of ail 
men who do not come to him in the 
same way precisely as that taught by 
John the Baptist; namely, faith in 
God; repentance, or returning from all 
sin, and baptism in water for the remis
sion, or putting away of those sins, look
ing for the baptism afterward of the 
Holy Ghost, through the laying on of 
hands of the ministers of God. This is 
precisely what John taught, and just 
what all men truly sent of God, ever 
taught; and there is no other way, nor 
means, nor plan, nor contrivance, nor 
instrument, that wili ever bring man to 
God from this corrupt and mortal life. 

In the above texts, baptism is shown 
to be both a command of God, and a 
saving ordinance, for what God com
mands, and whatever makes the Savior 
manifest to men, mu.st necessarily be 
manifest in itself. 
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We don't pretend that salvation comes 
to any i\nan through obedience to any 
one thing alone that God commands; 
there must be also willing and unshrink
ing obedience to all the commandments, 
but faith, repentance, and baptism in 
water precede all the other requirements. 
And unless there is a right and proper 
beginning, there can be no right and 
proper ending. 

"And John also was baptizing in JEnon, 
near to Salim, because there was much 
water there."-John 3 : 23. 

alms and offerings, to honor the name of 
God at his temple, as many others from 
other nations have done: before; and 
such being the case, Philip had no great 
labor nor task to perform in converting 
this man; but to him, on the contrary, 
it proved to be a great pleasure, such as 
Latter Day Saints only know, when they 
meet with a man hungry for the word. 

The circumstance of this eunuch com
ing from Ethiopia to Jerusalem to wor
ship (verse 37), very forcibly brings to 
my mind a part of the prayer made by 
Solomon in the dedication of the temple 
(1 Kings 8: 41-43: 

But if John had been a sprinkler in
stead of an immerser, he would have had 
no need to go to .lEnon, or to any place 
else where there was "much water." "Moreover, concerning a stranger, that 

is not of thy people Israel, but cometh of a 
This passage also indicates the m0de or far country for thy name's sake; (for they 
manner of baptism. It is at least a shall hear of thy great name, and of thy 
much greater evidence that immersion , strong hand, and of thy stretched-out arm); 
was followed than that sprinkling was. when he shall come and pray toward this 

house; hear thou in heaven thy dwelling 
"And as they went on th,eir way, they place, and do according to all that the stran

came unto a certain water: and the eunuch ger calleth to thee for: that all people of the 
said, See, here is water, what doth hinder earth may know thy name, to fear thee, as 
me to be baptizecl? And Philip said, If do thy people Israel; and that they may 
thou believest with all thine heart, thou know that this house which I have builded 
mayest. And he answered and said, I be- is called by thy name." 
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 
-Acts 8 : 36, 37. From the time of Solomon, when the 

Which implies that he believed all queen of Sheba came and offered such 
Philip had taught him concerning this magnificent gifts in the temple, there 
Son of God, that salvation was attainable was, undoubtedly, a remembrance kept 
only by obedience to all that the Savior up in l<Jthiopia of God's greatness so long 
had required of men through his min- as the temple lasted; and offerings of 
isters. To believe moreover that Christ great value and rare excellence, perhaps, 
}s the Son of God, n~cessarily involves were ~e~t at leas~ y~arly, of which the 
obedience to his manaates. eunucn m apostolic times was the bearer . 

. "And he commanded the chariot to stand I By. reason of these offerings and supli
still: and they went down both into the cations and prayers the lands of these 
wate;, bot~ Philip and the eunuch; and he strangers were delivered from pestilence, 
baptized h1m. And when they were come famine and many other calamities such 
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord ' d ' 
caught itway Philip, that the eunuch saw as scourge, evastate,. and desolat? many 
him no more: and he went on his way re- lands at the present time, and which the 
joicing."-Acts S: 36-40. inhabitants of these lands are unable to 

The angel of the Lord, it will be re- put off, not knowing how far they have 
membered (v. 26), sent Philip on his gone astray from the commands of God. 
mission; and while on this mission the Trusting in their own wisdom, and 
Spirit of God commanded him to 'join boastingoftheirown enlightenment, and 
:himself to the eunuch's chariot. This laying aside the wisdom of the Most 
eunuch seems to have been much inter- High, they are bringing upon themselves 
ested, and well informed in reoard to all the calamities that befel Israel in the 
many great facts and glorious ev~nts oc- days of their idolatry, spiritual abomina
curring in Israelitish history; otherwise tions, and national decay; and unless 
he would not have cared to come so far they repent, and do as David did, when 
from his native land "to worship" at J e- famine came over the land of Israel 
rusalem, for which he no doubt brought three successive years, namely, enquire 
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at the right source, the unening fountain 
of all knowledge, as to the cause of these 
calamities and remove it, as he did, what
ever that cause may be, these desolations 
must go on until "those nations are ut
terly wasted." 

You remember that God has said that 
"Blood defileth [maketh barren] the 
land, and the land cannot be cleansed of 
the blood that is shed therein, but by the 
blood of him that shed it" (Num. 35: 
33). Suffer me to go on in this digres
sion a little further. You know that 
when Cain shed the innocent blood of 
his brother, it was said, ''When thou 
tillest the ground, it shall not yield unto 
thee her strength" (Gen. 5 : 22). The 
careful reader must know how fearfully 
grim famine has wasted lands on which 
the blood of innocence has been shed; 
and when we see in our own land the 
devastations made by insects alone, 
amounting annually to many millions of 
dollars, and that these devastations have 
set in immediately after the blood of the 
prophets was shed, and mock courts 
were gotten up to screen the murderers, 
and that these things are steadly on the 
increase, notwithstanding the whole 
power of science is brought to bear 
against them, something very emphatic
ally says, "Behold the record ! Behold 
the truth !" 

It was impossible that virtuous rulers 
and kings and peoples in ages past 
should not have noticed the accurllte 
fulfillment of Go.d's word to all Israel in 
the times of their obedience and declen
sions, both in blessings and in judg
ments. Hence the "devout men dweil
ing [or being] at Jerusalem,'' at the 
times of their national feasts with offer
ings and gifts, from Parthia, Media, 
J:Dlam, Messopotamia, Cappadocia, from 
Rome, Crete and Arabia, and many 
other countries, among whom was the 
treasurer of Candace, the queen of Ethi
opia, or the eunuch. Tho men of all 
these countries, many of whom were 
converted Jews, when they came to the 
temple to honor the Lord of Hosts, in 
righteousness returned to their own 
countries with such blessings as they 
asked. When the eunuch was baptized 
and came up out of the water, and the 

Spirit had caught away Philip, so that 
when he looked around, and could see 
him nowhere, it was no wonder that "he 
went on his way rejoicing." The whole 
event was to him as the ministering of 
an angel of light. And here was a 
choice blessing to him and his nation. 

Others, no doubt, as in hearing the 
gospel every one in his own native 
tongue; on the day of Pentecost-the 
feast of first-fruits-received similar 
blessings, and evidences of God's good. 
ness and loving-kindness. 

0, ye Latter Day Saints, everywhere, 
let your prayers go up to God continually, 
that we may all soon be of one heart and 
one mind, and that God's glorious house 
may soon be built in Missouri and other 
places, that the nations may bring their 
glory and honor into it, to the God of' 
our fathers, that a cloud may rest upon 
it, as Joseph the prophet and martyr has 
said, that "a nation may be born [bap
tized] in a day," and that his praise and 
honor may go forth as it has never gone 
forth; and that. nations may become 
subject to Zion's laws, which are God's 
laws, and that the saints may be sent 
forth as God's ministers to all people; 
that it may be said in fulfillment of 
prophecy, "Happy art thou, 0 Israel : 
who is like unto thee, 0 people saved 
by the JJord, the shield of thy help, and 
who is the sword of thy excellency ! and 
thine enemies shall be found liars unto 
thee; ancl. thou shall tread upon their 
high places." Or, in other words, thou 
shalt preach in their pulpits, and minis
ter at their altars. For ye shall be 
made kings and priests unto the nations 
of the e::xth. (Deut. 33 : 29; D. C. 102: 
9). Remember that these and many 
other great and glorious things are to be 
accomplished in this generation; or be
fore all the people who were on the earth 
in 1832, shall have passed away. This 
is the testimony of Joseph, and we know 
that it is true. Pray ye that there may 
be no more B.righamites, nor J osephites, 
nor any other ites, but that aUmay be 
one as Christ and the Father are one; 
that is, one in will, in thought, in con
cert of action to bring about the glory 
of God and the salvation of man. 

Now again to my subject. In al Lt he 
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New Testament there is no question 
asked by any body, as to the manner or 
mode of baptism, if we except the little 
enquiry made by Nicodemus of the Sa
vior (J olm 3 : 1-10); and in this case 
Jes us seems to wonder at the ignorance 
of this leading man in Israel. "Art 
thou a master in Israel, and knowest not 
these things ?" In other words, Is it 
possibfo that you, as a leading man 
amongst the Jews, whose duty it is to 
read the law and the commandments all 
the days of your lifo, that you may be a 
faithful instructor of the people in their 
duty, can be ignorant of the mode and 
object of the ordinance of baptism, or 
the new birth of water and the Spirit? 

The priests and Levites whom the 
Jews se-nt to J-ohn to enquire of him 
who he claimed to be were not so ig
norant of this ordinance as Nicodemus, 
for said they to John, "Why baptizest 
thou then, if thou be not the Christ, 
nor the Elias, neither that prophet?" 

very plainly that they knew 
that these personages had the power, 
and would administer this ordinance 
when came. With all the excite
ment there was in all the land of Judea, 
when ,John proclaimed repentance, and 

for the remission of sins, no one 
ever raised the question, "'What is bap
tism?" John said, "I indeed baptize 

" not "with water," as in the Eng
but "in water," as it is in the 

which is in direct harmony with 
the of immersion; as the word 
"with" is with the idea of sprinkling; 
and yet with all the "prevailing ignor
ance of the times," John had to preach 
no lengthy sermons, it seems, to show 
the people either the mode or object of 
bantism. His chieflabor seems to have 
be~n to show that the time of the ad
vent of the Messiah had come, and the 
necessity of repentance and baptism that 
the people might be prepared to receive 
the greater things to be brought to light, 
and. to be accomplished by him; disobe
,'Jience to which renders all people (as 
was before st~,ted) incapable of receiving 
the greater light. For as man without 
being born can never grow up to man
hood, so if men receive not the new 

birth of water, and the Spirit by the 
laying on of hands, they can never ar
rive to the ·'fulness and stature of 
Christ," or the new man, which is cre
ated after Christ's glorious image and 
disposition. "He that is faithful in 
that which is little, is also faithful in 
that which is great." And those who 
despise water baptism make their own 
salvation simply impossible. They re
fuse to come to God, in the way he has 
marked out, and he will never come to 
their terms. 

Let us examine a few more short pas
sages, to show the blessings that follow 
baptism. "As many of you as have been 
baptized into Ch1ist," or into Christ's 
Church, "have put on Christ," that is, 
put on his spirit, and disposition, be
come one with Christ, Abraham's seed 
and "heirs according to the promise." 
(Gal. 3: 27-29). 

Christ made a sacrifice of himself for 
the church in order that he might "sanc
tity and cleanse with the washing of 
water by the word,'' or the command
ment; and "might present it to himself 
a glorious church, I}Ot having spot nor 
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish" 
(Eph. 5: 26, 27). 

''.The idea," says a modern christian, 
"of washing and sanctifying the church 
by water, by the word 1 Are all the 
christian people of our day to be lost be
cause they won't be put under the wa
ter?" So sets he up his own wisdom 
against the wisdom and counsel of God. 

Again, "Buried with him (Christ) in 
baptism, wherein ye also are risen with 
him, through the faith of the operation 
of God, who hath raised him from the 
dead" (Col. 2: 12). 

"Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mer
cies he saved us by the washing of re
generation,'' or the new birth of water, 
"and the renewing of the Holy Ghost," 
by the laying on of hands ('l'itus 3: 5). 
''Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptism into death," (that is the death 
of our former sinful life) "that like as 
Christ was raised from the dead, by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also 
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should walk in newness of life. For if we 
have been planted together, in the like
ness of his death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection" (Rom. 6 : 3, 
5). 0, what a promise to the baptized! 
Being buried in the waters of baptism, 
is a simile, or likeness of the Savior's 
being laid in the tomb; and coming out 
of the water is a likeness of his resur
rection; so being "planted together with 
him, in the likeness of his death," by 
the messenger whom he has sent, "we 
shall alsf\ be in the likeness of his resur
rection.'' 

What glorious promises follow those 
who are obedient to the requirements of 
the gospel! Are not these passages a 
withering rebuke to the heathen notions 
of the pre~ent day, in regard to baptism. 
Ye learned doctors of divinity! where 
are your arguments against these things? 
Can you see no truth in the saying, 
''Thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent,''-in their own sight, 
-"and hast revealed them unto babes?" 
not infant babes, but babes "begotten by 
the word of life," and born of the water, 
and of the spirit, and taught in the 
school of the Almighty. The universal 
testimony of the whole New Testament 
is, that salvation and the favor of God 
follows baptism, when administered by 
the proper person, and preceded by faith 
in God and repentance from all sin. 
Peter says, as Noah and 11is family were 
saved temporally by water, so bapti~m 
"doth also now save us" (Pet. 3: 20, 21). 

There is scarcely a sermon preached 
through5mt christendom, during any one 
year, that does not in some way allude 
to the ignorance, blindness, and obstina
cy of the Jews, in apostolic times; but 
it needs no great critic to perceive that 
the ignorance of modern times is at least 
twenty times greater than the ignorance 
of the Jews of those times. 

First, there wasn't a Jew that knew 
any thing about baptism, but knew just 
what it was, and what its object. The 
modern christian ideas of it are so 
vague, wild, and indefinite, that very 
few know just what it was for, or wheth
er it consists of sprinkling, pouring, or 
immersion; and nearly al! value it so 

little, that it amounts to but little el~e 
than a dead letter, or a thing of the 
past, among them. 

Second, were any one to tell an an
cient Jew that his God had "neither 
parts nor passions," and that his expect
ed :Messiah was to be begotten, and un
begotten, and to beget himseli~ that he 
might be eternally begotten, as some of 
our very aged and renowned creeds do, 
he would spurn it with everlasting con
tempt. 

Third, the christians of the present 
time, are twenty times more divided up
on religious principles than ever those 
Jews were, even in the darkest times. 

Fourth, they have never got so far in 
the dark as to believe that some seventy. 
five or a hundred contradictory creeds 
were each and all pleasing in the sight 
sight of God, and had all, .his divine ap
probation. 

There are just two causes for men dif
fering one from another upon any given 
principle, religious or any other; and 
these are, either profound ignorance, or 
profound dishonesty. 

WINGFIELD WATSON. 
IloI"~E, Michigan, June 21, 1876. 

IT is not when soldiers go forth, each 
fighting independant of all others, that 
they carry the works before them! 
nor when generals are carrying out 
each his favorite policy. It is when 
joining their forces together, as a giant 
doubles his fist, that they smite with 
powerful blow; it is when rank and file 
move deep and close, as with one heart, 
that the enemy flies before them. The 
same in christian warfare; we must be 
at peace among ourselves, for contention 
is destructive. vVe must combine our 
forces, because single handed efforts are 
weak. We must move readv for mu
tual defense, and with ou; weapons 
wielded as if the strength of the whole 
Church was in each one's hand. '.!.'he 
day of Pentecost came, not when the 
disciples were scattered abroad, each act
ing for himself, but "when they were all 
with one accord in one place." Seven 
cords twisted into one cable are stronger 
than seven single separate cords. 
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Tile Lo1·d's !!!upper. 
Editors Herald:-In your issues of 

August 1st and 15th, in "The Com
munion and Lord's Supper" there are 
some unscriptural grounds' taken we 
think. ' 

Is it not reasonable to think that 
Joseph, the Seer, was inspired of God 
to lay the foundations of the church 
aright? We thinks so; yet he never 
teaches that "a feast" should precede 
the communion, as is claimed there 
should be, on page 449. And in no case 
does the Seer teach that a "love feast" 
should be observed in the church. 

If it was had among the early chris
tians, it was had on the same grounds 
that certain "holy days," "the new moon " 
and "the Sabbath days," were observ~d 
by .them (C?l; 2 : 14-17). They, being 
mamly Jew1sn converts, still held to 
some of the old Jewish customs, that 
were no longer of any force or value 
just as some still held to circumcision. ' 

Jesus and his discipJes partook of a 
supper, the passover supper, a Mosaic 
i~stitution? \Exodus 12th chapter), be
JOl'e he mmrntered the communion, or 
sacrament, as may be seen by consulting 
:Matt. 26: 19-29, Luke 22: 11-20, :Mark 
14 : 12-25. From Luke's statements 
~e gather that there were two suppers, 
t m so far as the communion or sacra
ment, is called a supper), had ~t this par
ticular time. Fir~t, the passover supper, 
a;id t~en ."the Lord's supper," which con
~1sts m simple bread and wine, they hav
mg been blessed and sanctified for this 
service; and this last service was the 
one to be perpetuated in Christ's church. 
The "Lord's supper" was not and is not 
~ feast in which persons are to eat t~ 
satis~y phy~ical hung.er, nor to quench 
p,hymcal .thirst, but simply to commem
orat~ the sufferinwa. and death of Jesus 
C~rist, and to sl1t1sfy the hunger and 
thirst of the soul. This may be clearly 
seen from Paul, 1 Oor. 11 : 34. "If 
any man lrnnge1-, let him eat at home." 

Upon consulting the revelations of 
Joseph, D. C. 17 : 8, 18, 22, 23; 26 : 
12; 46 : 1; 59 : 2; 86 : 2, in all of 
which places the "sacrament" or "sa-

". k ' craments, IS spo en of, there is not the 

least intimation .of a."love feast,'' or any 
other supper bemg m any wise connect
ed with it; but that this service is had 
simply to commemorate the sufferings 
and death of Christ. 

The Book of Mormon, whieh contains 
"the fulness of the gospel" does not in 
any place even hint at s~ch a thin<> as 
this "love feast," much less its being as
sociated with the Lord's supper. (See 
Book of Nephi 9: 7, with Moroni chaps. 
4 and 5). 

That there were "feasts of charity" 
had among the early Christians is clear 
both from Scrip~ure .and history, but 
that they were necessarily connected with, 
or was any part of the "sacrament" or 
"Lord's supper," is contrary to both 
scripture and history. The very ex
tracts of history given us in the article 
under consideration show clearly that 

. these feast.a were in no sense obligatory 
upon the church. 

The writer says, on page 488: 
. "The Lord's supper, or deipnon, is an·even
mg feast, consisting of enough of pleasant, 
palatable food, and wholesome drink and 
which is a communion of the brothe;hood 
or family of God, followed by breaking of 
the blessed bread, and sanctified cup-or 
cup of blessing." 

To this we answer, in the language of 
Paul, "\Vhat ! have ye not houses to 
eat. ~nd drink in? [when you eat to 
satrnfy natural hunger or thirstl or de
spise ye the church of God and' shame 
them that h~ve not." "If any man 
hunger, let him eat at home; that ye 
come not together unto condemnation"' 
that is, when the church meets togeth~r 
to partake of the sacrament, or Lord's 
supper. 

The writer says, page 489 : 
"The impressions made upon my mind 

while writing this, [D. 0. 59: 2, 3], are 
these: that the term •sacraments' refers to 
the love feast or the •communion of saints' 
and the communion of the body and blood 
of the Lord." 

If his impressions were divine what a 
pity that the Seer, who founded the 
church of Christ, did not have the same 
"impressions," and so set this matter 
fully right, rather than allow the church 
for the fourteen years he was its presi
dent to go on blindly and contrary to 
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the Spirit and design of this revelation, 
which was given of God through him. 
To say that the writer's "love feast" was 
one of the "sacraments" spoken of, is to 
say that the Seer did not understand this 
revelation and that he did not found and 
establish the church in correct and scrip
tural practices. 

As for the time of tlie day in which 
the sacrament should be administered, 
there is not, that we are aware of, in all 
the revelations, or Scriptural books, nor 
histories of the church either ancient or 
modern, one word that limits it to any 
hour. If some particular hour was es
sential, the Lord would not have failed 
thus far to have informed his people of it. 
And inaFmuch as He has not specified 
any particular hour of the day, it is 
scarcely wise for any man, or number of 
men, to do it; especially ministers of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints. W. w. B. 

A Holiday in Utah. 
Editors Herald :-I have been re

quested by the presidents of the Salt 
J,ake City and the Union Fort branches 
to inform the readers of the Herald, con
cerning the pleasant and progressive 
way in which the saints of those branch
es met at Union Fort on the 24th of Ju
ly, by the kind invitation of Bro. Wm. 
P. Smith. It being a general holiday 
in this territory, the saints thought 
thus to greet each other, to mingle their 
hopes and feelings, and to sing praises 
to God, he who is the source of all good, 
the giver of peace, the hearer of prayers, 
and the bestower of desired blessings. 

The distance is about fifteen miles 
from Salt Lake City, and through :i. 

farming country; which, nowithstand
ing the sterility of the soil, presented a 
cheering appearance, and the weather 
was remarkably congenial, for sufficient 
rain had fallen the night previous to lay 
the dust, an unused thing in this Egypt 
at this season. Also we had a reviving 
breeze, a contrast to the sultry heat of 
the former part of the month; and all 
this helped to fill the faithful and hope
ful with joy and gratitude to the boun
tiful giver. 

The morning of that day, one long to 
be cherished in the minds of the saints, 
was spent in social intercourse; and at 
noon our esteemed and hospitable broth
er, W. P. Smith, called together the 
brethren, sisters, and friends, about 
eighty in number, to sit down and assist 
in lessening the load on the tables, which 
were indeed burdened with the luxuries 
of the season. They all responded in 
unison; and, after the repast and de
parture from the tables, Bro. Smith, who 
is ever alive to his duties and responsi
bilities, invited the saints to fill the wag
ons and go in regular procession round 
the Fort, and through the main street, 
praising God in concord, and manifest
ing our confidence in him. 

The inhabitants listened with atten
tion, and with a reserved admiration; 
and those who had assembled in the 
school-house evinced a feeling of sur
prise, and there was not a single hostile 
gesture, either during the procession, or 
throughout the day. Verily the condact 
of the people in Utah has changed, and 
the impression in all the saints was that 
it is time to conie out of their hiding
placcs; and, no longer keeping our light 
gleaming under the bushel of private 
worship, that we might now, openly and 
without any concealment, reserve, or 
fear of man, worship God, and invoke 
his blessings. And we hope to enlight
en the minds and break the bands of 
many that are pure in heart, even of 
those who have been bound so long; al
though they seem to have lost all men
tal energy, hence many remain in stag
nant su~pense, dwindling in darkness,and 
apparently hopeless of any restoration 
of their former light; and many of them 
realize, and some do acknowledge, that 
they have exchanged the elevating and 
dignifying efforts of truth, virtue, integ
rity, and self.abnegation, and other at
tributes of purity, righteousness, and ho
liness, for the pleasures of the carnal ap
petites. Then let us increase our sym
pathy, and show compassion to all such; 
for we distinctly see, which they, in dis
mal gloom and melancholy feel, through 
the decay of their piety, even that the 
loss of past opportunitie~, and the prod-
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igal course they have so long pursued, 
has caused the steady approach of the 
"wages of sin," which all who are Christ
like will yearn to avert from them. 

On our return to Bro. Smith's we 
held a meeting, and the incense of de
yotion from the hearts of the saints as
cended in song and prayer. After this 
Bro. Smith addressed the assembly for 
a short time, stating the different objects 
that had brought us together. He 

the spirit of the 11vmg God is your 
guide. Never again weary in well do
ing, for the final harvest will soon com
mence, and you will reap if you faint 
not. Hope and consolation in time, and 
everlasting satisfaction and joy in eter
nity will be your reward. And now, O 
Lord, bless all restoring efforts and those 
who make them. Amen. G. G. 

SALT LAKE CITr, Utah, July 29, 1876. 

spoke of those who surrounded us, and A Plea for "Unity of Teacbin~-. 
of the use we should always make of Satan is waging a warfare against us. 
our holidays. He reviewed the past Yet we are not discouraged, for we know 
and took an insight into the future. in whom we trust. We have to endure 
He wisely marked out the proper course a great deal. of persecution, but sLill the 
for us to pursue, namely for us to en- Lord blesses us in many respects, and 
deavor to remove all remnants of bitter- then again we are chastened. My faith 
ness, whenever they are found, and not is as strong as ever in the work of the 
to make past inconsistencies a matter of last days, for I know it is of God. 
reproach, but to breathe a spirit of peace Sometimes I am almost convinced that 
on all agitated feelings, and then to offer the ingathering here is ended, but I 
them the consoling invitation, "Come hope not. There is a great work to be 
with us and we will do thee good." done among the saints, and I feel that 

He was followed by Bro. Hudson of we need some one more able than my
the Salt fo.ke City branch, and he stated self to more perfectly instruct them in 
his experiance both before and while the way to perfection. 
crossing the plains to this city, and :.if- I would like to say a few words about 
ter he arrived here. He spoke of the unity. It seems to me that there is 
treatment he received, but that it did gre~t room for improvement in that di
not cause him to take a course that rect10n. Oh how I long to see the time 
would extinguish the light he formally I when the servants of God will be one, 
had, or that would change the desires when Zion will be redeemed, and ever
of his heart, for they remained the lasting righteousness will crown the sons 
same. He believed that the feelings of of men. I think there is a great defll 
tht:msands more remained the same, depending upon the watchmen. I be-

of' whom are also awaiting for the lieve that Zion would have been redeem-
opportunity to strike out for their ed long ago if the saints, especially el

own freedom. 'l'hen let us aid them, ders, had been one. 
and let us present before them a bold But what s]lall we do? Is it not pos
front, firm through personal , purity. sible for us to reach that hight to which 
Thus let us stand in the gap (N um. 16: the Savior points us? He prayed that 
22) as clean and fearless men of God his disciples might be one, as he and 
and lead those who are willing back to the Father were one; the object being, 
the unalloyed gospel of our Lord Jesus that tho world might believe that the 
Christ, and immer~e them in that faun- Father had sent his Son into the world. 
tain thab is still open "for sin and for But in nearly every Herald we get, we 
uncleanliness," so that they may in the see something differing from something 
future be guided by unerring wisdom, else, somebody contradicting what some 
and seeing the divine light, walk cir- other one has said, and then we have a 
cumspectly and drink of the waters of new set of views. A fact once establish-
1ife freely. Brethren let them see your ed, can never be changed. We may re
desires for them, and cause them to feel ceive new revelations, but ii' we receive 
that you are their real friends, and that ten thousand, they will never invalidate 
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~the former ones, if they are all of God. 
If the angel of the Lord restored the 
gospel to the earth, he must have made 
known what the Lord required of the 
-0hildren of men; otherwise the mission 
of the angel was in vain. He must 
bave told us ho'\f"to attain to the high
est glory. 

It inay be said in reply, that "the an
gel simply revealed the Book of Mormon, 
and restored the priesthood; and in the 
Bible and Book of Mormon is contained 
the fullness of the gospel, therefore we 
must refer to them." Of course we 
must refer to them, but in so doing we 
must have the Spirit, and, if we have 
the Spirit, we will have a proper under
standing of them; and we will not differ 
on almost every point of doctrine. How 
did the people of God receive blessings 
from him in the days of Joseph the mar
tyr? Was it not by obedience to the 
word of the Lord? You will answer, 
yes. Then can we not obey the same 
words and receive the same blessings? 
Certainly. Well then let us have them. 
What are they? Have we nothing offi
cial? Have we nothing that we can 
depend upon? 

I think that we do wrong to differ 
from one brother, but we should rather 
strive to agree with him. Why is it 
that we cannot all see these things alike? 
I believe that it is because we lack the 
Spirit. ''The Spirit is truth, the Spirit 
is light." If we have the Spirit we will 
have light and knowledge; but where 
division is, the Spirit of God is not. I 
do not desire to find fault, but the fault 
can be seen clearly, when you examine 
in the light of God's word. If I can 
become an heir of salvation by living in 
a certain way, and by obeying certain 
principles, any one else can do the same. 
The object we have in view is, a full 
salvation; that is, salvation in Zion, or 
the land of Zion; salvat.ion in the :M:il
lenium, and salvation in the Celestial 
Kingdom. 

How are we to have a correct under
standing? I think that when the word 
of the Lord is given, that we should not 
turn· and twist it out of shape and make 
it mean what'.it does not. There is con-

siderable talk about reformation, but the 
question is, Is a reformation necessary? 
If so, let the Lord show us wherein we 
err. He has promised to do so if we 
ask him. The Spirit's mission is to 
guide into all truth, and to bring the 
words of Christ to our remembrance. I 
do not think it is the province of man 
to prescribe rules of worship, but this is 
the office of the Spirit, and man is only 
the agent through which the Spirit op
perates. I feel that I am the weakest 
of all, but still I have an interest in 
this matter; and I have felt impressed 
to write these few words, with no other 
desire than to see the Zion of the Lord 
flourish, and the saints be one in Christ. 

To this end let us ask the guidance 
of the Spirit of truth. · Your brother in 
love, M. B. W1LLIA111s, 

MIDDDETOWN, 0., Aug. 23, 1876. 

\Vho Are Tiley? 

By reading the twentieth chapter of 
John's Revelations, we are made ac
quainted with the fact, that after the 
great millennial reign of peace, Satan is 
to be unbound for a little season, and 
that he is to go :forth to deceive the na
tions which are in the four quarters of 
the earth, whose numbers are as the 
sands of the sea, and gather them to 
battle around the camp of the saints. 

The question' would naturally arise in 
the minds of all investigating persons, 
who these nations are, and from whence 
they come [ In answer to these intero
gations many opinions and conjectures 
have been shaped out and advanced, by 
as many different persons. Some have 
been so wild and prodigal in their ideas 
as to suppose that the saints of God will 
be subjected again to the wiles and 
powers of the devil; and that his myriad 
hosts are to be drawn from their num
bers. This opinion is repugnant in the 
extreme, not only to our common sense, 
but to the revealed will of God. Is it 
not a sufficient test of their loyalty to 
their Maker that they should be sub
jected to all the trials, sorrows, pains, 
scoffs and persecutions of the world and 
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then die true and faithful? Could area
sonable and consistent God ask greater 
fruits of fidelity,,than to bear all these 
for his name's sake? Surely not. Every 
principle of the Scrip~u~es proclai1?s 
against it. How often is it repeated m 
that divine record, "He that endureth to 
the end [death] the same shall be saved.'' 
And what mean these words of Job, 
when he declares, "There the wicked 
cease from troubling, and the weary are 
at rest." No, the saints are shielded 
from Satan's power; th(,}y are safe in 
the fold of God. These nations could 
not be from this number. 

Others have supposed that they are 
the hosts of the wicked brought back to 
earth again. This cannot be possible. 
They have not yet bee~ resurrect~d. 
Their bodies yet slumber m dust, while 
their spirits are groaning in the dark 
confines of the pit. Again it is argued 
that they are the children of the saints 
which are .born during the millenium. 
Can this be a true solution of the prob
lem ? We think not. The saints in 
the millennial reign are resurrected be
ings-they are immortal. As a matter 
of fact their children (if any are born 
to the~) will also be immortal, hence 
live forever; but this al'my that sur
rounded the camp of the saints was de- . 
stroyed by :fire. Again, Isaiah in speak
ing of the saints at that time, says,. in 
his sixty-fifth chapter, twenty-third 
verse: 

"They shall not labor in vain, nor bring 
forth for trouble: for they are the seed of 
the blessed of of the Lord and their off
spring with them." 

These proofs will exclude the opinion 
that this mighty army is the children 
of the saints. 

If all these ideas then are erroneous, 
the interrogation again arises, "Who are 
they and whence they came?" We an
swer' they are the remnant, or children 
of the remnant, of those nations that 
fight at Jerusalem, after it has been re
built by the Jews, which battle will be 
raging at the time of Christ's seco~d 
coming. The Scriptures are very plam 
upon this point, and we think we can 
prove it to the satisfaction of the most 
incredulous. 

We will first show that there will be 
a remnant of those nations left that fight 
at Jerusalem, and th«i)n that that rem
nant or its posterity, will compose those 
hosts that "compass" the camp of the 
saints, after the millenium. In Joel 2: 
32, in speaking of Christ's second ap-
earing, the prophet says: 

"And it shall come to pass that whoso
ever shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be delivered, for in Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord 
hath said, and in the remnant whom . the 
Lord shall call." 

It is here taught that all who call on 
the name of the Lord at this time shal1" 
be delivered. We ask the question, De
livered from what? Why, says one, de
livered from sin, that is-saved. We do· 
not understand that a mere calling on the 
name of the Lord will save any one. Go<l· 
has ordained and established but one way 
to save fallen man, namely, the gospel of' 
our Lord Jesus Christ. There is no other 
way prepared. Whoever reaches the bliss
ful realms of the eternally saved, must do 
so through the powers and instrumen
tality of this one God-given gospel. 
Hence we see it could not refer to those 
calling ones being saved in the king
dom of God: But as the prophet was 
speaking directly of those dreadfuljudg•· 
ments, which was to devastate the land. 
at Christ's appearing, this deliverance,, 
of necessity, refeFred to them, that is, 
all who called on the name of the Lord:· 
should be delivered from these fearful . 
calamities; and as there will, undoubt
edly be many who will call on the name, 
of the Lord, at this time, there will be. 
a remnant left. 

We will now refer the reader to the' 
last chapter of Zecheriah, and the six
teenth verse; where we glean another, 
and a positive argument, that there will 
be a remnant of those nations spared .. 
It reads as follows: 

"And it shall come to pass that every one· 
that is left of all the nations which came 
against Jerusalem, shall even go up frorq · 
year to year, to worship the king, the Lord · 
of hosts, and to keep the feast of the taber
nacles." 

This quotation is so plain and explicit, 
that comments are unnecessary. We·, 
will refer to but one more evidence on ' 
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· this subject, and then leave it to the 
reader's consideration. This evidence 
confirms what we have already advanced, 
and clearly proves our assertion, that 
this remnant and Satan's deceived army 
is one and the same. The prophet Eze
kiel gives a more extended and perfect 
account of this great allied battle, to be 
fought against the Jews at Jerusalem. 
,It will be found in the thirty-eighth and 
thirty-ninth chapters of his prophecy. 

-One great nation represented in this 
fearful conflict, will be one known as 
.Magog, \)r called Magog here by the 
.prophet. The people of this nation will 
liave a leader, or king, by the name of 
Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and 
Tubal. Against this king are the pro
phecies of Ezekiel in these chapters 
,principally directed. Speaking of him, 
the prophet says (39 : 2): 

"And I will turn thee back and leave but 
the sixth part of thee, and will cause thee 
to come up from the north parts, and will 
bring thee upon the mountains of Israel." 

Five-sixths of this immense army are 
to be slain, but one-sixth will remain. 
1Iow beautifully this harmonizes with 
those other proofs already adduced. Joel 
declared that all who would call on the 
name of the Lord, at this time, should 
be delivered; Zechariah that all who 
were left should go up to Jerusalem to 
worship; and Ezekiel that one-sixth of 
Gog's army should remain. All refer 
to the same time and event. 

We want the reader to bear distinctly 
' in mind that this remnant left, was of 
· the arniy of Gog, or as the prophet terms 
it in the thirty-eighth chapter, "Gog 
[of] the land of Magog." We will now 
turn to the twentieth chapter of St. 

.• John's Revelations, and quote the eighth 
verse, which refers to Satan after being 
,unbound: 

"And shall go out to deceive the nations 
which are in the four quarters of the earth; 
Gog and Magog, to gather them together to 
battle, the number of whom is as the sands 
·of the sea." 
~The remnant left at Jerusalem was 
of Gog's army, the army that sur
rounds the camp of the saints, is Gog's. 

· The chain is complete. Who could ask 
plainer proof? THos. J. Smrn. 

A Sketcll. 
PLEASING THOUGHTS TO COMFORT, SAINTS, 

WHEN FAITH IS WEAK, AND 
LAMPS ARE DIM. 

I heard related, a short time ago, an 
account of some lost children, who did 
not know their nearest neighbors,
showing the powerful influence of a con
fused and deceived condition. We need 
to be very thankful that we are saved 
from the condition which the whole 
world is in. To keep in the way of 
safety, we should try, through charity 
and love, to show those who are lost, the 
right way, the road that leads to the 
beautiful and fruitful land beyond. Re~ 
joice and do good; give and be glad; 
forgive and refrain. We are a poor and 
afilicted people, but the poor and meek 
of the earth are to inherit it. Some are 
poorer than others; some have plenty of 
means, but poor in health, or strength, 
or firmness. All humble, true· saints, 
are poor. All who believe and pray, 
are in the meek and lowly way. 

W. C. L. 

FORSCUTT AND SHINN DISCUSSION. 

DISCUSSION BETWEEN 

REV. JOHN L. SHINN, 
Of the Universalist Church, and ~ 

ELDER MARK H. FORSCUTT, 
Of the Reorganized Church of Jesns Christ 

of Latter Day Saints. 

J. L. Shinn affirms that "The Bible teaches 
.that the Coming of Christ to judge the 

World is now past." 
Mark H. Forscutt affirms that "The Bible 

teaches the Literal Resurrection of the 
Body from the Grave." 

Price: Cloth, 75 cts.; Paper, 50 cts. 
The discussion lasted four days, and makes 

a book of 194 closely printed pages 

LITHOGRAPH PICTURE OF NAUVOO 
TEMPLE, 18 x 26 Inches, 

Sent by mail, carefully packed, for $1.25. 

Blank Books: 
Branch Records, well bound in Leather backs and cor

ners, muslin aides, printed headings, and ruled for 
312 names. Every branch should have one. 2 00 

Branch Records, same as above, for 624 names. 3 00 
District Records, printed headings and rnled for 

1,248 names, and bound same as above 3 00 
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1October76. 
)/j(jpj- Look Here.-A mark opposite this notice 
will inform subscribers that their time is out with 
the number thus marked, as many fail to notice the 
time on their label. Remittances are desired. 

Attention is called to the last page, where is given 
full instructions about how and to whom to send all 
money, orders, and business letters, as recently ad~ 
vised. 

JOSEPH SMITH, ( E 
HENRY A. STEBBINS, ) DITORS. 

Plano, Ill., October 1, 1876. 

NOTES .FROM CALIFORNIA. 

WINDSOR, Cal., Sept. 1st, 1876. 
Bro. D. S. Mills and the editor left the 

Old Mission San Jose, on August 19th, to 
make the circuit of Stockton, Sacramento 
and other places lying "up the coast" 
from the "City," as in California San Fran
cisco is the central point from which radi
ate the lines of travel "up the coast," "down 
the coast," "overland" and "oceanward." 
We stopped at Stockton first. This city is 
situated on the plain, between the two 
great ranges of mountains, the ' Mount 
Diablo and coast. This plain is a rich 
adobe delta, covered sparsely with oaks, 
and cultivated in wheat, hay, am! fruit. 

Here the blue gum, or eucalyptus, of 
Australia, is being rapidly introduced, and 
interspersed with the acacia, pepper-tree, 
Australian cypress, the cedar, arba vita, 
:flowering locust, cottonwood, sycamore, 
soft.maple and laurel as ornamental; and 
with the fig (purple and yellow), almond, 
olive, apple, pear, peach, quince, nectarine, 
apricot, plum, cherry and the vine as 
useful. Around the city where water is 
available, the gardens are kept nicely, 
flowers of almost every kind, pleasant to 
the eye and fragrant to the smell, are cul
tivated. This is also true of the cities and 
villages so far seen. On the plains water 
is found in digging from twelve to one 
hundred feet, and wind-mills are extensive
ly used, and of every conceivable patent, 
the writer having counted as many as seven 
differing styles in sight at once. 

We spoke in Stockton, in the Saints' 
Chapel, a neat Ilttle frame building, built 

on land donated by Captain Weber for the 
purpose, and for which the Saints hold 
him in honorable remembrance, holding 
four services in connection with Bro. D. S. 
Mills, and partaking of the sacramental 
emblems with them, Bro. Henry P. Rob
ins, presiding. 

From Stoctkon we went to Sacramento, 
situate on the river of the same name. 
Here we met Bro. Hiram P. Brown, an able. 
and efficient elder of the old time warfare, 
who, with Brn. E. H. Webb, C. Bagnall 
and others are keeping the tocsin sound
ing. We spoke twice in Sacramento in a 
hall where the saints assemble at stated 
times to hold services. We met quite a 
number of old time saints here. They still 
feel kindly toward the faith they once held, 
though they are cautious and hesitate to 
accept the theory we bring; some of them 
indeed, having discarded any and all con
nection with religion. 

We climbed the cupola of the capitol here,. 
and were rewarded with a wonderful pan
orama of the surrounding plain. 

We here met Bro. J.B. Price, of Davis. 
ville, at whose invitation we went on the· 
24th to his place of residence, and pre
sented the gospel to the people, in a hall 
procured by Bro. Price, and a friend or 
two. Here we met a few saints and spent 
an evening in converse and singing. 

On the morning of the 25th, we left for 
Santa Rosa, by the way of "Frisco," riding 
two hours by rail and boat down the bay,. 
spending three hours in the city, and then 
two hours by boat up the bay and one by 
rail brought us to "Pennis Grove," a solita- · 
ry station house, and windows out and 
abandoned. A mile and a half of Califor
nia dust on foot and we were at Br. Jacob 
Adamson's, where we were welcomed with 
a saint.like hospitality. We slept here and 
on the 26th reached Santa Rosa by "due 
course of mail." 

At Santa Rosa, we were the guests of Br. 
J. M. Parks, whom we once met at Louis
ana, Mo., and who is now a staunch de
fender of the faith. We visited several of 
the saints; among them Br. Jeremiah 
Root, an old time saint, who has seen 
some rough experience as a lover of the· 
truth. 
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We preached in Ridgeway's Hall, on I have been inspected and marked for ad
Sunday, the 27th, morning and evening, ditional postage, unless we refuse to take 
Bro. Mills occupying the afternoon. them out. 

Bro. Root carried us to Windsor, seven Br. Thomas Taylor of Birmingham, 
miles, on Monday, his wife, Bro. Bowen, writes that the work of God is onward in 
and Bro. Parks and wife accompanying us. the English Mission. He was· to baptize, 
Here Bro. Bell had procured a hall and we soon after he wrote, several who did belong 
addressed the people. We slept at Bro. to the Brighamites, and still others are ex
Bell's, and went to Healdsburgh on the 29th. pected to do likewise and return to the true 
We spoke atthe latter place in the evening, faith of the Church. 
to a fair audience. Here we were permitted Some letters from leading elders in the 
to experience a thunder storm aecompa- field we are forced to hold over, others 
nied by lightning and rain. ·we were told having been prepared before these others 
by some that it was the first they had seen came. 
for twenty.three years, the length of their We thank Br. H.J. Hudson for copies 
stay in the state. We had been told that of Columbus (Neb.) Republican and Join·
there were no such storms in California; nal; also Br. O. E. Cleveland for Staiinton 
so we thought it extraordinary-possibly (Va.) Vindicator, and Br. Thos. Henning 
got up for our benefit. We met here Bro. for an Irish World. 
E. Adamson, whose guest we were; Brn. Br. c. F. Burroughs, writing from Lake 
Graumlich and Hollar, and Mark Briggs, Crystal, Minn., says that some of the 
a brother of Jason W., of Healdsburg, and Becker county saints (in the northern part), 
Bro Cobb of Lower Lake arid Bro. Mc- those who came out from the Cutlerites 
Kinly of Pine ]\fountain,. all anxious to last year during and after the visit of Br. 
have the work made honorable. T. w. Smith, stopped at Lake Crystal re-

On the 30th, we returned to Santa Rosa, cently on their way south, and that most 
and Bro. Root turned us over to Bro. John of the others intend to leave there as soon 
Cooper; Bro. Root had carried us from as they can. Br. B. says that the great de. 
place to place till the goocl olcl man was posite of grasshopper eggs in the country 
weary, so we bid him good by, leaving where he lives is a discouraging prospect 
him with his faith in God and the work for crops next year. This year his wheat 
unshaken. yielded only five to eight bushels per acre. 

At Petaluma, we found rest with Bro. He writes of the recent bold attempt at 
Geo. W. Oman, another old time saint, who bank robbery at Northfield, in which three 
had passed through the valley and drifted men were killed, the cashier, and two rob
to the shores of the Pacific. The saints bers, and one ~ounded. 
had obtained a hall and we preached on Br. James w. Bryan of Bandera, Texas, 
the "laying on of hands." \Ve met Bro. VV. writes that he has been challenged to pro. 
Patten and others here. duce a copy of the Revelation on the Rebel· 

Bro. and Sr. Parks had been with us on lion that was printed before the war, ancl 
the trip round, and we specl away to "Fris- we sent him one. He is to debate with a 
co," en route for the "Los Angelos." Christadelphian soon, and then goes to 

WE sometimes receive confe'rence minutes 
and branch reports in rolls, or in open en
velopes with postage paid at only paper or 
circular rates. This is an infraction of the 
law concerning written matter and should 
not be done. Besides being unlawful it 
also is likely to be retained and thus causes 
loss to the sender and trouble to us, as well 
as making us pay extra postage whenever 
such articles do get through to us that 

eastern Texas and western Louisiana. 
We are pleased to learn that Mr. A. C. 

Everett, of Paw Paw, Michigan, has re
covered from his malady, and has since 
been baptized into the kingdom of Goel by 
Br. Henry C. Smith. He writes offeeling the 
joy and comfort attending the remission of 
his sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost. In 
conseauence of his health he intends to go 
south,.into Virginia, to spend the winter,. 
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. ·and wishes to be with or near the saints 
·;there. 

Bro. W. W. Blair walked into the office, 
,•on his return from the east, Sept. 21st, and 
we had a chat with him over his trip. He 
speaks highly of the households of faith 
"1mong whom he sojourned in the places 
:he visited, and reported the mending of 
.·some affairs, for which we rejoice and hope 
,to see other ones made better. 

We :find in the Ogden (Utah) Junction for 
:sept. 2d, fourteen notices from the probate 
judge of Box Elder county, of application 
for divorce. These are all in one issue, 
ancl other cases are advertised in more re. 
cent issues. 

Br. Richard Coburn of Roncl Eau, Onta. 
rio, writes that the saints there are strong 
'in the faith. 

Br. W.R. McDonald writes from Bevier, 
J\fo., that Br. Br. T. W. Smith recently 
baptized eight at that place. The saints 
-enjoy a good degree of the Spirit and the 
gifts thereof. They have a good meeting. 
house there ancl would be glad to have 
traveling elders call. Times are close in 
,consequence of slow work at the coal 
mines. 

Br. Calvin F. Merrill writes from Des 
Moines, Iowa, that he rejoices that this is 
God's own work and that the sick are 
healed. He speaks of the recovery of Sr. 
Julia A. Shelhart, who was so severely 
burned some time ago, the promises of the 
.Spirit having been fulfilled unto her salva. 
·tion. He says that he finds plenty of hear. 
.ers, but few who seem willing to obey the 
:truth in that part. 

Br. Francis Earl wrote from Braidwood, 
Sept. 5th, that he and Br. Scott had been 
preaching in olcl :fields and opening new 

. ones in that neighborhood; ancl being op. 
posed in one place, they were able to bring 

.forth in some discourses by Br. Earl, such 
proofs of the gospel restoration as to do 
good. He has hopes of the baptism of 
some soon. 

Br. J. F. McDowell writes of his labor 
at Kirtland, Ohio, in the temple; among 
others that of preaching upon the Book of 
:Mormon to twelve visitors one clay. They 

their satisfaction. He expected to go to 
Loraine county to preach for a time, thence 
into Michigan. 

Books of Mormon are on hand and for 
sale, according to price list on last page. 

The Lynchburgh (Va.) News gives con
firmation of the story about the negro 
who was killed by lightning, and . upon 
whose body was found the word "Goel." 
Dr. Thomas E. Moorman of Mt. Zion, 
Campbell county, furnishes the Richmond 
Christian Examiner with the account, say
ing that Perry Jones and Geo. Brown, col
ored men, and notoriously profane and 
wicked, took refuge with three others, from 
a heavy thunder storm, in a barn. The two 
were cursing ancl swearing to a great de
gree of profanity when suddenly the light
ning descended and Jones was killed and 
Brown struck senseless, and when he re. 
vived was dumb and bereft of his mind for 
hours, and where he was burned on his 
body was found the capital letters G 0 D. 
But around the letters the skin was unre
moved ancl apparently not injured. We 
were reluctant to believe or mention it until 
something more certain was forthcoming, 
but now it may be considered as at least 
fairly well authenticated. The slip contain
ing this last account was enclosed to us by 
a brother. 

NEWS §UM:l\U.Rf. 

The war between Turkey and Servifc has 
virtually ceased, by the success of the for
mer, but they will be forever branded with 
the reputation of being the most fiendish 
and brutal butchers, for a nation, that, per
haps, the world ever knew. The terms of 
peace rest between Russia and England 
ancl the terms of settlement are not vet 
made known. Their own personal poli .. 
cies, as nations, will be served if none others 
are .. They are not yet ready for the deci
sive and coming conflict and will parley 
and patch up things until they are ready. 
One important result, the important one for 
humanity, is said to have been gained, 
namely, that 'l'urkish misrule ancl tyranny 
over the christian provinces will no longer 
be permitted. The English government 
has been forced by home and foreign in
dignation to coincide with the other powers 
in the matter of curbing Turkish barbar
ism. The rest of the issue must wait the 

·were interested and his intended few min- due time of the great Mover in this latter 
tJ.tes lengthened to an hour to his own and . day preparation. 
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We notice that strong evidence was taken 
in court at Beaver, Utah, Sept. 15th and 
16th, against John D. Lee. concerning the 
:Mountain Meadow massacre. Nephi J. ohn
son, Jacob Hamblin and McCurdy each 
gave clear and positive testimony of Lee's 
murdering men and women with his own 
hand, and of his heartless conduct in every 
way throughout the affair. 

Later.-Lee was convicted of murder in 
the first degree, at Beaver, Utah, Sept. 20th. 
He is said to be downcast, and at times 
threatening; also there is a rumor that he 
intends to. expose more facts than are al
ready known. Perhaps, ere long, the real 
movers and instigators in that dreadful 
massacre will be revealed and held plainly 
to view. 

The wind and floods of rain have caused 
grnat damage in other parts since our last 
notes. At Pittsburgh, Pa .. and vicinity, 
Sept. 18th, the volume of water in the 
creeks and rivers destroyed much property 
in the way of houses, bridges, railroad 
tracks and other property. Along the At
lantic coast much damage was done by 
wind and storm, both on land and to ship
ping, boats and barges being lost and some 
lives also. On lakes Erie and Huron a 
fierce storm destroyed boating property 
and some lives. Its power is said to have 
been very terrible. 

The heat in Spain this summer is report
ed as having been intense, even 166 degrees 
above zero in the sun at Cadiz. Hundreds 
of people fell dead in town and country, 
and the scorching sun prevented field labor 
for a time. 

The emigrants continue to return to 
Europe in great numbers, in consequence 
of the scarcity of labor in this country; al
though the receRt activity in the manufac
turing interests of New England, is bright
ening the business there greatly, and giving 
labor to mechanics and mill operatives. 

It is said that Mrs. Harriet Beecher 
Stowe has written an article in the Spiritual 
J:)ciien1:zst which indicates her conversion to 

Disraeli (Earl of Beaconsfield) in a speech 
atAylsburg, England, Sept. 20th, especially 
speaks of the wide-spread and mischeivous 
control of national affairs throughout Eu
rope by the secret societies, which he says 
have agents everywhere, and who have such 
control that, to serve the ends aimed at, 
they even countenance assassinatien, and 
are prepared by their combinations to 
bring about turmoils, massacres and other 
evils to serve the ends of themselves or their 
rulers. The marked increase, in connec
tion with Spiritualism, of this method, 
and of these secret combinations for un
righteous purposes, is one of the clear ful
filments of the Book of Mormon prophe
cies. 

Another exposure in the materializing· 
business has been made at Rochester, N. 
Y. The "spirit form" was seized and. 
found to be Mrs. McKee, the flesh and 
blood medium in the business of fraud, and, 
her husband was arrested for practich1g; 
jugglery without a license. 

The Peace Commissioners' efforts at ne .. 
gotiating for the Black Hills country is. 
reported as a failure, the Indians not being 
willing for a sale. In various parts they 
continue their depredations and are said to· 
be trying to induce the Canadian Blackfeet 
to assist them in endeavoring to drive outc 
the whites. Gen. Terry's campaign is ended' 
for this season. The winter will prevent· 
much from either side, and some Indians, 
are surrendering-probably only to obtain 
homes for the winter at the agencies. 

There are 1528 men and 26 women in the 
State Penetentiary at Joliet, Illinois. 

The noted medium, Dr. Slade, whose visit 
to England we have before .mentioned, has. 
not been very successful there in his comnm
nications, some of them being badly mixed 
and proved as humbugs, or at least false to· 
him, if he is not himself the deceiver, as in 
giving to a 1ac1y dressed in mourning art 
affectionate message that purported to be, 
or else he assumed it to be, from her hus .. 
band, but whose husband was not dead. 

The Indian campaign is freely charac
terized, especially in the west, as having
been a perfect blunder and an utter failure; 
and the result, after a ten weeks pretended' 
chase by 4000 men, is said to be very hu
miliating to the country and the army man
agement. It is expected that the Indians 
will be very insolent this winter and very 
troublesome, also that spring will find 
them on the war path for more victories. 

The Egyptian war in Abyssinia has 
proved as great a failure as our govern .. 
ment's Indian campaign, in both cases the 
armies being out-generaled and brought to 
grief; fifteen hundred men of the Egyptians 
having been slain, much as Custer and his 
troops were cut off. 

At Keene, N. H., 350 laborers on a rail
road, not receiving their pay of the con
tractors, marched into the village, Sept. 
21st, with clubs and demanded their wages 
and food, threatening destruction to the 
town otherwise. Slowly but surely the 
course of events marks its way. 

The yellow fever plague at Savannah, Ga.,. 
had reached a terrible state of affairs Sept. 
11th, an cl later, 150 to 220 new cases per clay 
being reported, and fifty or more deaths,, 
daily. Thousands of people left the city, 
business was stagnated, the streets almost 
deserted, and the shops closed. 

Mr. Gladstone is out with a pamphlet 
criticising the English government for its , 
indirect complicity in the Turkish attroci
ties in Bulgaria, through its policy pro. 
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·tective of Turkish interests among the na
tions. He is vehement and fierce in his 
review of the situation and eloquent in his 
demand for amendment in the future, by 
putting a stop to Turkish misrule and tyr
anny in the provinces, and to make pro
·visions against the repetition of the plun
dering, murdering and ~mtrages, bJ: ~x
cluding Turkey from havmg any admm1s
tration in Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzego
vinia, leaving them only to pay tribute and 
&cknowledge the Sultan's sovreignty. His 
plea is said to be a noble one in behalf of 
humanity. It adds, says the London Times, 
to the torrent of indignation that is sweep
ing over England because of the selfish 
policy of the governing party. 

Views of the Bishopric. 
To all the Saints, greeting:-We feel that 

the proper time has come for us to make 
response to questions that have been asked 
·of us concerning our position as a quorum 
in relation to certain theories that have 
been advanced about the temporal interests 
·Of the Church, and the management there
of; also to reply to the claims presented to 
us at the close of the last April General 
Conference, by the Quorum of the Twelve, 
in their "Statement of Principles," as we 
did not have time then to reply, during the 
few hours allotted to us by them. 

We now, therefore, feel to give our views 
on those matters which so fully concern 
our official relations to the Church, know
ing as we do that the whole Church is in
terested in this subject; also, that it is ex
ceedingly anxious to see a solutioia of the 
di:trerences that exist, not only in this mat
ter, but also in the line of conduct and 
course of teaching to be adopted by the 
authorities of the Church, both in things 
temporal and in things spiritual; in faith, 
in doctrine, and in all that appertains to it 
and its well-being, as the organization of 
God's kingdom on earth. 

And we state our views in all kindliness 
of feeling and spirit, and we feel also that 
it is with just motives and pure intentions, 
and that we are earnestly seeking for the 
best and highest interests of the cause we 
love, when we herein write our understand
ing of what the word and law of God pro
claims to be the rights, privileges, and line 
of duty contemplated therein for the Bish
opric, as pertaining to the matters imme
diately under consideration. 

First, we will quote some of the words 
directly bearing upon this matter, and those 
so often quoted and upon which so much 
stress is laid by some. They are found in 
the Concordance of the Book of Covenants, 
and were written by the President of the 
Church, October 7th, 1861, and are as fol
lows: 

"And, as a means of fulfilling the law, 
the Twelve will take measures, in connec
tion with the Bishop to execute the law of 
tithing; and let them before God see to it, 
that the means so obtained are truly used 
for the purposes of the Church." 

In the "Statement" before referred to, it 
is claimed that "the Twelve and the Bish
opric are conjointly charged with execut
ing the law of tithing; and that executing 
the law of tithing means collecting and dis
bursing the means so obtained. That each 
individual of this conjoint body should 
act by a rule, affirmed by the body." · 

Now we do not have this view, namely, 
that "executing" the law of tithing means 
both "collecting and disbursing" the funds 
of the Church; neither that the Twelve 
with the Bishopric (twelve men to three) 
are conjointly charged with and have an 
equal right, "each individual" of the fifteen, 
in so collecting and disbursing, as we un
derstand is the tenor of the above, and 
would be the result of adopting a conjoint 
rule giving equal privileges to all. 

Neither do we see that it would be ac
cording to either law, precedence, or ne
cessity, or by permission of the word of 
God, that "a rule affirmed" by this body of 
fifteen men, could rightfully or properly 
govern and control the funds of the Church. 
by such conjoint rule, or consistently and 
in keeping with said law and revelation of 
God. . 

Nor do we think that governing in this 
matter is consonant with the duties of the 
Twelve, whose mission is so clearly defined 
in the following passages of the law: B. of 
C.,16:5; 17:8; 83:9-16,20,21; 104:11-12, 
16,30; 105:2-8,11; 107:40; ~fat.6:25-33; 
Luke 12: 22-40; Acts 6: 2-5. See also in
structions of Joseph Smith, in 1}Iil. Sta1·, 
vol. 15, pages 213, 261, 262. 

On page 213 President Smith in answer 
to a question as to the special duties of the 
'l'welve, other than those pertaining to oth
er quorums, replied that they are to preside 
over all the churches and to travel and 
.preach and "to hold the keys of this minis
try * * * unto all nations. This is the 
power, authority, and virtue of their apos
tleships." On page 261 he stated as fol
lows, that "it is their duty to go abroacl and 
regulate all matters relative to the different 
branch.es of the church. When the Twelve 
are together or a quorum of them, in any 
church, they have the authority to make 
decisions and those decisions will be valid: 
but where there is not a quorum they will 
have to do business by the voice of the 
Church. * * No elder has authority to go 
into any branch and appoint meetings or 
attempt to regulate the affairs of the 
Church without the consent of the presid
ing elder of the branch. The Twelve and 
the Seventy have particularly to depend 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 597 

itpon their minist1·y for their support, and 
that of their families, and they have a right 
to call upon the churches to assist them." 
Their privileges of support are apparent, 
.and their right to call upon the branches 
for aid, but no jurisdiction is given herein, 
any more than the foregoing quotations 
from the law, to demand it from the Bishop 
or his agents, or to collect and disburse 
funds in common with the Bishop and his 
agents, or in like manner. 

Their office, calling and jurisdiction in 
their field of labor is entirely dissimilar, by 
the law, from those of the Bishopric, whose 
jurisdiction and duties are none the less 
clearly defined; and we do not feel, before 
God, that we can properly or consistently 
thus join ourselves by such proposed com
pact, or to be governed by rules, in whose 
adoption, as well as in all legislation and 
plans of procedure, we would stand but as 
one to. four; and all ·this to be submitted 
to and conceded by us to deprive the tem
poral authorities of the Church of the very 
l'iglats especially committed to their care, 
and upon which the law is so plain, leav
ing no need for the proposed compact. 

Those rights and duties may be seen by 
consulting the following passages in the 
B. of C., sec. 42: 8-10; 51: 1-5; 57: 6; 58: 
12; 70: 3; 83: 18-23; 87: 6; 104: 32; 106: 
1-2; 38: 8. 

In sec. 42: 10, the reference to the High 
Council w:e understand to mean that body 
which is so designated and known as the 
High Council of the Church, even the body 
of twelve High Priests. In support of this 
we find the instructions of Joseph Smith 
to Bishop Partridge, in 1833, as found in 
iffillennial Star, vol. 14, page 450, where he 
writes concerning issues that may take 
place on the subject of tithing and conse
cration, and of how they are to be laid be
fore a council "of twelve High Priests" 
for a decision. From the law (sec. 99 and 
107: 41), their jurisdiction is clearly more 
of a temporal nature than that ofthe'l'welve, 
and they are the ones commonly under. 
stood when speaking of the High Council, 
and are directly named by Joseph the mar
tyr, in connection with the Bishop, as be
ing High Priests, as we have seen. The 
purpose of the association of the Apostles, 
or "traveling High Council," with the mat
ter, as by the revelation of 1861, we will 
again refer to, as we view it. 

Again, the revelation 'in section 83: 18, 
clearly shows that every man who goes 
forth to proclaim the gospel should be in 
his financial matters in subjection to the 
order given, even to the Bishop of the 
Church; and not that the Bishop, neither 
his agents, nor the funds in their hands, be 
subject to the ministry· as their rV,;ht, be 
they whomsoever they may be; and we be
lieve that this rule should be observed 
more than it has been. 

We believe that it is intended that each 
quorum, in its place, should see that the 
powers of the Church, both spiritual and 
temporal, are properly administered, and 
not wrested on the one hand into empty 
theories, false doctrines, or for personal 
power, nor on the other for selfish aggran
dizement or individual ends, yet that all 
this is to be done in a proper manner, and 
without infringing upon the lawful privi
leges or jurisdiction of any quorum or 
body. 

It is evident to us that the words "so ob
tained," as found in the word of 1861, clear
ly marks that "executing the law of tith
ing" only means obtaining funds for the 
Church; that is teaching its propriety, ne
cessity and legality, and not that "execut
ing" means also controlling or disbursing 
the funds, neither having the power to do 
so at their will, or on their demand. 

The words that follow show that "see
ing" to its use is an after. consideration, 
and this the 'l'welve properly have a right 
to counsel about, because of their supervis
ing connection with the prospects and pros
perity of the spiritual affairs of the Church, 
according as they are able to legislate in 
the conferences (58: 12), or beforehand to 
counsel and advise with other authorities; 
for we do not believe that "seeing" to it 
necesrnrily includes either handling the 
money, or the right, as their right, to call it 
out of the hands of either the Bishop or 
his agents, as we have heard it expressed. 

We believe that the first paramount du
ty in relation to this matter is the system
atic teaching of the will of Goel, known as 
the law of tithing, whenever the quorums 
of the Church, each in their place, shall 
become sufficiently enlightened and agreed 
upon it, and so obedient to the letter and 
spirit of it, as to present it in a unity of 
doctrine and precept, of order and practice, 
of humility and righteousness, and not as 
a matter of coercion, of force nor of fear, 
but as one of conscience, even of conscience 
regulated by the word of God; as a neces
sary doctrine, and one which the people of 
God who receive and obey it will obtain 
the blessings promised for so doing. 

Auel we believe that the Twelrn are 
charged, in the revelation of 1861, with 
teaching this law to the Church, as their 
part of the work of executing and accom
plishing it; and that teaching it in con
nection with the Bishop is properly a part 
of their mission as ministers of the gospel, 
and of the law and order of the Church 
throughout the world; also, that they exer
cise special watchcare over the temporal 
affairs of the Church only as their office, 
calling and authority in the Church is su
perior to others, for their duties in looking 
out for the missions, and in seeing to the 
spiritual prosperity of tho work, necessarily 
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associates them in the united success of 
the work. 

And so, by thus teaching, the general 
good as well as their own, will be served, 
by the means that will come into the store 
house of the Lord, and into the keeping of 
those whom the Lord hath set for this pur
pose, as said in section 38: 8, "And this 
shall be their work, to govern the affairs 
of the property of this Church. 

For teaching this law wisely and well is 
the important and indispensible step in 
executing it; this teaching including a due 
recognition of the rights, privileges and 
jurisdiction of all the authorities in their 
proper places in this matter. 

Therefore, we believe that teaching it 
and having a general watch care in the way 
of advise and counsel in respect to collect
ing and disbursing is the part the Twelve 
have in it. The words of Joseph Smith to 
and of Brigham Young in Nauvoo, in re
spect to the use and control of Church 
funds, as not being the business of that 
quorum, are sufficient caution, in our 
opinion, against any stepping aside of one 
quorum to ass.ume the duties or privileges 
of another. 

We believe that there is need that the 
Twelve in their spiritual superintendence 
"under the direction of the Presidency of 
the Church" (sec. 104: 12), should have an 
understanding with said Presidency ancl 
the Bishopric, as to the wants and needs 
of the Church, and as to what means are 
available, and as to what are the most im
portant needs to be served, if but a portion 
can be provided for. 

The lack of this understanding often 
brings into conference long lists of resolu
tions and appointments that fail of fruition 
for lack of funds. Besides, some appoint
ed are ashamed that they cannot go, hav
ing trusted that the Church knew its busi
ness in accepting them. Again, by this 
1ack of method, some interests may be ser
ved that are less important that some that 
are not served. 

Seeing to it is then an important part of 
the duty of the Twelve. The spiritual 
authorities upon one hand know the men 
and the mission fields, and the temporal 
authorities know the funds present or 
r,vailable. In this way appointments that 
would be a certainty co11Ic1 be made. But 
this would be altogether different from 
adopting a rule, or set of rules, on equali
ty of individuals, collecting and dis
bursing funds. 

We believe that mutual brotherly love, 
faithfulness an cl prayerfulness, in spirit an cl 
in action, with true intent of heart for the 
best interests, or "purpoises of the Church,'' 
would cause wiser legislation, more accep
tability to the Church and to God, and suc
cess in a unity of doctrine, a oneness of 

principle, and a bettering of finances great
er than we have had in the past. 

As a quorum we hope to discharge our 
duties in humility and in righteousness, as 
the servants of God, and as co-workers 
with Christ and with our brethren and the 
saints everywhere, and to see, ere long, a 
satisfactory unity of precept and practice, 
of doctrine and principle, in all depart
ments of the Church and Kingdom of God, 
that it may indeed be the bulwark of sal
vation to all who love and wish to serve 
Goel in the fullness of truth. 

May the peace of God and the fellowship. 
of the Holy Ghost, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, be yours forever. 

Your brethren and fellow-laborers, 
ISRAEL L. ROGERS, 
DAVID DANCER. 
HENRY A. STEBBINS, 

MAGNOLIA, Iowa,. 
Sept. 5, 1876. 

Br. H. A. Btebbins:-Sunday, August 6th, 
I preached twice in this place to large and 
attentive congregations. At 4 P. M., had 
the satisfaction of hearing Elder Lyttle of 
Utah, deliver his introductory sermon in 
this place. He prefaced his remarks by tell
ing us that there is nothing worse than for 
one individual to have antagonistic feelings 
toward another, because of a difference in 
religious sentiment. He spoke in high 
terms of polygamy and President Young. 
Gave us to understand (?) that all the re
ports that reach our ears of murder and 
other crimes perpetrated in Utah, by the 
sanction of the church, were but the false 
rumors which are the outgrowth of the 
prejudice of the people. The people of 
Utah must be the people of God, for they 
have turned a desert into a fruitful field, 
built houses of endowment to the Lord, are 
baptizing for the dead; the Lamanites are 
receiving the gospel, under their adminiE
tration. They commenced a temple a short 
time ago, south of Salt Lake City, and 
Brigham said, "Brethren, if you will go to 
work with your might, and build this. 
house unto the Lord, you will have it com
pleted befOTe the devil knows what you are 
about." Said Elder Lyttle, "It is now so 
nearly done that we do not care to tell it." 

It would require too much space in the 
Herald to write more of the nature of his 
remarks. The foregoing will serve to show 
whether or not our conclusion is correct, 
viz: tliat his effort was a cunning one in
tended mostly for "J osephites," an cl especi
ally for that class who have a strong desire· 
to hear of great thinp:s being done in the 
name of the Lord. The proofs furnished 
by Elder Lyttle in favor of Brighamism, re
minded me of the statements so frequently 
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made by Methodist ministers; say they, the Lord repeats, in different words, the 
'"We have preached the gospel so extensive- one and only condition upon which he 
'ly, converted so many hundreds of thou- would give the kingdom to the saints, and 
sands of souls to Christ, published so many power to overcome all things not ordainecl 
papers, books, and tracts, established so of him. "He that receiveth of the Lorcl, 
many noble institutions of learning, that let him account it of the Lord, and let him 
we must be the church of Goel." rejoice that he is accounted of God worthy 

At the close of Elder Lyttle's remarks, to receive, and by giving heed and doing 
we asked the privilege to speak, ancl were these things which ye have received, ancl 
·told that after the dismissal of his meeting, which ye shall hereafter receive; and the 
'if the people felt like remaining and listen- kingdom is given you of the Father, and 
fog to us, it was all right. We replied power to overcome all things which is not 
that we had no anticipation of reviewing ordained of him." Now it is plain from 
nis discourse then, but would like to offer this statement that the Saints were notjusti
oa. few words. Upon this, permission was fied in receiving anything, though it might 
;granted, we said a few words, and arrange- claim to be from God, which was a repu
inents were made for a meeting in the cliation of the law, or any part thereof, al
:Saints' chapel on Monday night, when we ready given to the church. And so soon 
were to review Elder Lyttle's remarks. as they left this law of righteousness, they 

had broken the expressed condition upon 
On Monday night the house was pretty which all the blessings of the Celestial 

well filled, and among others was our op- kingdom were promised. There must be 
ponent, whom we had specially invited to an agreement between the revelations re. 
be present. Elder Lyttle had appealed to ceived up to this date (May, 1831) and those 
our judgment, if God hacl not specially subsequently received, or the condition 
blessed the people of Utah and owned could not be obeyed. To this agrees the 
them as his church. We appealed to the revelation of December, 1832, D. C. sec. 85, 
rnvelations of God, the safeguard of his par. 5, "And they who are not sanctified 
people in all ages of the world, that to through the law which I have given you, 
which the servants of God always appeal even the law of Christ, must inherit anoth
to settle doctrinal controversies, and re- er kingdom, even that of a terrestial king. 
prove the evil doer. · dom, or that of a telestial kingdom. For 

Elder Lyttle said the Latter Day Saints he who is not able to abide the law of a 
believe in present revelation; and he com- celestial kingdom cannot abide celestial 
plained loudly against the United States glory." Also par. 8, "And again, verily I 
for not receiving the "Record of Mormon" say unto you, that which is governed by 
and the revelations of Joseph Smith. We law, is also preserved bylaw, and perfected 
showed that the "Record of Mormon" and and sanctified by the same. That which 
the revelations of Joseph Smith, pointedly breaketh a law, and abideth not by law, 
-condemn the doctrine of polygamy, with but seeketh to become a law unto itself, 
all its kindred evils. Also, that from the and willeth to abide in sin, and altogether 
nature and wording of those revelations abideth in sin, cannot be sanctified by law, 
the saints were not justified in receiving neither by mercy, justice, or judgment; 
any dissirnilar 'commandment to govern therefore, they must remain filthy still." 
the church. In 1831 the Lord commanded El cl er Lyttle would have us understand 
the elders to assemble together to agree that these reports of crime and murder, in 
upon his word, ancl that by the prayer of Utah, are false. We quoted the teaching 
their faith they should receive his law, that of B. Young, and other leading men in the 
they might know how to govern his church, Church, on the doctrine of "Blood Atone. 
and have all things right before him. In ment," ancl asked the people :what kind of 
this revelation the Lord says: "And I will practice was likely to result from such 
be your Ruler when I come" [as much as . 
to say, this must govern till that time]; teachmgs. 
"and behold I come quickly; and ye shall Elder Lyttle urged their prosperity in 
see that my law is kept. He that receiveth favor of th({ir claims. We proved that 
my law and doeth it the same is my disci- they had broken the law of God, and hence 
:ple; and he that saith he receive th it and power was granted to their enemies to over
doeth it not, the same is not my disciple; come them, :;1ncl drive them out from the 
~nd he shall be cast out from among you." land of Zion; and the fact of their spread
D. C. 41: 1, 2. ing themselves like a green bay tree in Utah, 

A very important commandment con- is no evidence that they are God's people. 
tained in the law totally forbids the prac- Elder Lyttle claimed that they were not 
tice of polygamy in the most significant intolerant and bigoted, as is generally sup. 
terms. "Thou shalt love thy wife with all posed. He durst venture the assertion that 
thy heart, and shall cleave unto her aucl not one sectarian minister had gone to 
none else." Utah to preach, who had failed to get a 

In a subsequent revelation (sec. 50: 7) ', house. We called attention to the fact, 
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that although Elder Lyttle called us saints 
and brethren, yet he said not a word about 
the liberalitv of the Utah people towards 
our elders. Whv all this? We referred to 
the treatment of Briggs, McCord; Alex. 
and David Smith, etc., contrasting it with 
the offer made Elder Cummings of Utah, 
last winter, in Peoria, Illinois, by our 
people. "They come here," said I, "and 
call us saints and b1'ethren; but what do 
do they call us in Utah? Shall I say it? 
They call us, 'damned apostates.'" 

At the close of my remarks I told Elder 
Lyttle he was at perfect liberty to talk to 
the people as long as he wished; but he 
thought the congregation had been kept 
long enough. 

Since last writing, I have preached at 
Gallands Grove, Shelby Co., five times; in 
New Jefferson, Greene Co., and vicinity, 
six times; at Boons borough, Boone Co., 
twice. I was quite well satisfied with my 
trip, found some good openings for preach
ing, and am to retmn into that region of 
country in a few days, and spend my time 
there till the Fall Conference. 

I am anxious to do what I can, but my 
health is poor. Yours in gospel bonds, 

J OSEPll R. LAMBERT. 

O)IAHA, Nebraska, 
Aug. 18th, 1876. 

Eclitors Jiemld:-In the issue July 15th, 
I noticed a letter from a brother"(O. ·vv. 
Short) in which he expresses an opinion 
r,,s regards the contemplated change in the 
Herald. Having the good of all in my 
thoughts, I also desire to express them. I 
certainly am proud of, and commend the 
action of the several district conferences in 
sustaining the Board of Publication. But 
I feel that the Board has encroached upon 
the rights of the members by throwing the 
weight of their influence in allowing the 
idea to gain circulation that they desired 
the change from pamphlet to newspaper 
form. I coincide with Bro. Short's opin
ion in regard to its form, and am in favor 
of having a weekly issue. Experience has 
taught me that book form is preferable to 
a newspaper form, especially to those who 
desire to preserve them, which, in my hum
ble opinion, aU who desire to sanctify the 
Lord God (1 Peter 3: 15), should c1o. 

The weekly form will more than double 
the amount of reading matter, and there 
will be more food therein than will be di
gested, for no matter when I look at back 
numbers, there is always something new to 
me, and even should the Board think there 
was not enough, they could issue a supple
ment when they thought advisable, which 
could contain the correspondence, minutes 
of conferences, etc. 

Bro. Blair's review of ":Mormonism Re
viewed," I would like much to see publish-

ed as proposed, also the answer of Bro. Jo
seph to Elder Wagoner's article "Try the 
Spirits," which I read in .Adventist's Herald 
and Review. I am pleased to say that the 
light is penetrating the mists that has en
veloped the minds of some of the people 
in this district, and the prospects are good 
for an in gathering of many precious souls, 
but unwise action in years gone by are still 
a stumbling block in the way of some. 

My desire to the God of Israel is that he 
will so move upon us that we may live 
down that which exists, and may make of 
it stepping stones to righteousness for all 
the honest in heart. Yours in hope, 

GEORGE NEW'l'ON. 

STARFIELD, Clinton Co., Mo., 
Aug. 20th, 1876. 

Dear Brother Stebbins:-As I never see a 
word in the Herald from this branch, I 
thought to write a few lines as to how we 
feel in regard to the work. Our branch con
sists of over twenty member, but there are 
only three families that can attend meet
ing regularly. The others live so far from 
the branch; yet I do feel that we as a 
branch have great reason to be thankful 
for the many blessings we have received. 
Yv e have had some very serious cases of 
sickness at various times, but I am thank
ful to say that thus far the Lord has heard 
and a.nswered our prayers, and the sick 
have been restored to health without the 
aid of physicians. Oh, my dear brethren 
and sisters, do not let us put our trust in 
the arm of flesh, but let us live near enough 
to God for him to hear us when we call llp
on him. My desire is to live as becometh 
a saint of God, yet I know that many times 
I fall short of this. The work is steadily 
gaining ground in this part. My husband 
has baptized several lately, and he is away 
nearly every Sunday; to-day he is preach
inir ten miles from home. 

Your sister, ANNA su~I11ERFIELD. 

O~rAHA, Nebraska, 
Aug. 15th, 1876. 

Dear Hemld:-I am lonely and resort to 
you as the best, or one of the best friends I 
have found in my pilgrimage on earth. 
Since my first interview in 1862, you have 
been a friend indeed. I hope there are few 
mortals like me asking so often the ques
tion, what shall I do? But many times in 
the trials I have unwittingly brought to my
self, I have sought your counsel and found 
it just what I needed. Often have I taken 
my pen, but ere I have finished I have re. 
ceivecl from the hand of the m11U (l!!:rii5ir 
my wished for instruction; and am led to 
exclaim, "How beautiful are the feet of 
those who bring good tidings." 

Faithfully yours, 
MONROE JONATHAN. 
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SALEM, Utah, 
Aug. 20th, 187G. 

H. A. Stebbins, Dear Sir:-I have been 
a reader of the Herafrl and 1Wessenger for 
over one year; for although I am not a 
member of the Reorganized Church, yet I 
take pleasure in perusing those papers. I 
united with the church in Nauvoo in 1843, 
came to lJtah in 1852, and have remained 
here until the present time. I have never 
heard any of your elders except one. I 
heard Z. H. Gurley. He gave me some 
tracts, which I have read with interest. I 
wish some of your elders would call on us, 
although we are counseled not to go to 
hear them, and are looked on as apostates 
if we do. I have been somewhat dis.. 
satisfied with some of the doings here for 
some time; but we are told if we can not 
see as they do to hold our tongues, that it 
is none of our business, and that to find fault 
is the first step to apostasy. There is much 
preaching now to renew our covenants and 
be re baptized, and those who don't comply 
will be cut off as dead branches. The 
bishops have made a call for all members 
over sixteen to pay fifty cents a month to 
help build the temple, that the work may 
be done for the dead. I have been search
ing the Book of Covenants and the Book 
of Mormon to gain. what knowledge I can, 
ancl I would like to have the privilege of 
hearing those points explained by some of 
your church. I will now close hoping 
soon to hear some of your elders. This is 
rny prayer. 

I will just say for the benefit of Sarah 
Rose that I saw Joseph Morris and John 
Banks after they were murdered. They 
were being taken to Salt Lake City on an 
open wagon, and were in their gore just as 
they were killed. It was a hot day and 
the flies were around them. Imagine the 
scene. c. B. LAPWORTR. 

GnIN~ELL, Powshiek Co., Iowa, 
Aug. 12th, 1876. 

Brother Stebbins:-As others have spoken 
in regard to the Herald, I wish to say a 
few words also. Let our Heralcl ever con
tinue in pamphlet form, ancl always be de
voted exclusively to the sacred interests ot 
the work that God has begun among the 
children. of men for their salvation. Jlliay 
its fair pages never be desecrated by any
thing that does not pertain to spiritual 
good, the promulgation of spiritual truth 
and the redemption of the honest in heart, 
and all who love the truth, from sin and 
error. Use it only for the bringing forth 
and establishing of the cause of Zion, for 
the sending forth of "this gospel of the 
kingdom" into "all the world as a witness 
unto all nations," and for the building up 
of the kingdom of God. 

I know that we as a people are in earn-

est. We have need to be so, because of the 
superior light and knowledge that we have 
received from God. We have the greatest 
incentives for so being of any people on 
earth (unless the I,ord has now begun a 
work also among the lost tribes of Israel); 
but perha.ps we sometimes forget the grent 
need there is of adding practice to theory, 
or works to faith. The words "tithing," 
"consecration," etc., have been so perverted 
and misapplied by designing leaders of 
apostate factions that I believe we haye 
grown to be distrustful when money is 
mentioned in any of these ways. And it is 
well that we should be watchful; but, if I 
could he heard by the sa,ints, I would like 
to say to them, "Let us learn to discriminate 
between the true and the false, and let us 
joyfully assist in the building up of the 
true, that the false may be speedily over
thrown." 

Let us therefore heartily respond accord
ing as the Lord has prospered us, and the 
Lord will send "hunters and fishers" to 
gather out all the honest and take them to 
Zion, and he will "prepare a ma.n like 
Jllioses of old to lead the people to Zion," 
when he has prepared "that land for the 
gathering of his people," by remoying from 
thence those "that will not obey the gos
pel;" for thus it was prophesied more than 
nine years ago. CIIAS. W. LAMB. 

SWEET Ho:rvrn, Linn Co., Oregon, 
August 27th, 18'i0. 

Bro. H. A. Stebbins :-As I like to hear 
from the saints in all parts through the 
Herald, I also wish to inform others how 
we are getting along in this country. vYe 
have our branch meeting every two weeks 
and preaching every two weeks, thus meet
ing together every Sabbath. ·we have 
some good times, a.nd we are greatly bless
ed in many ways. We have some true and 
faithful members, and they try to live 
as saints should do. \Ve also have our 
trials, but I hope that by the prayers of the 
faithful we shall be able to overcome. I 
have tried to do my duty as far as my lim
ited ability and means would permit, in 
exhorting the saints to be steadfast in keep
ing the commandments of Goel, and in per
suading others to harken to the voice of 
Goel in this last dispensation. I have dis
tributed some tracts, and I hope good will 
be the result. 

I took a, trip down in 1/Vashington Terri
tory tO see some old time saints in compa
ny with Bro. J. S. Ames. We found some 
of them very skeptical on the Scripture. 
Some of them claimed to belong to the Re
organized Church, but they are very cold. 
Bro. Ezra Strong lives there, and he says 
that he joined the Reorganized Church in 
Salt Lake and was ordained an elder by 
Bro. Brand. He is a well informed man, 
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but he is in the dark. I exhorted him to 
return to his duty and he thought he would 
do so. We could not hold meetings on ac
count of the high water, for the valley was 
entirely flooded. There was also a great 
of deal of sickness; neither did the people 
seem to care anything for the things of God, 
nor to think of the future. We were in Port
land on the fourth and found it full of 
wicked people, committing all kinds of 
wickedness. I felt to contrast it with a 
congregation of the Saints, and longed to 
be with the brethren. I think that the 
transgressions of the wicked is full, and 
that the scorner must soon come to naught, 
and the faithful must have redress. I ar. 
rived home just as the saints were assem
bling, and I don't think that I ever spent 
a more pleasant hour hearing them testify 
of the truth. 

I subscribe myself your brother in the 
one faith, LEWIS TURNBULL. 

FARMINGTON, Iowa, 
Sept. 6th, 1876. 

Bro. Hem·y:-The conference of this dis
trict has just closed, and we had one of the 
good times that the Lord affords to his peo
ple. Eight were baptized, and the saints 
were much comforted by the Holy Spirit. 
We are all well and send love to you aud 
all the saints. J. H. LAKE. 

TAYLORVILLE, Luzerne Co., Penn., 
September 5th, 1876. 

IJear BrotherJoseph:-We are alive and 
doing what we can for the great Master in 
this part of his vineyard. We can truly 
say that it is good to be a saint, and good 
to be among the people of God. vVe have 
a good branch of the Church here. Three 
were baptized two weeks ago. They were 
old time saints, and now they are again re
joicing in the latter-day work. Their 
names are Watkin R. Jones and his wife 
Elizabeth, and Anna Rees. I write their 
names because numbers in the Church 
will be glad to see their names. Dear 
brethrnn and sisters, I cannot express all 
my feelings of the joy and happiness we 
receive in answer to our prayers. I will 
evermore bless the time when I came into 
the Church. I was a member of the old 
church for many long years, and veTy dark 
ones too went over my head, for before I 
could be satisfied I made up my mind to go 
to the salt land. I went, and to my great 
disappointment I did not see anything like 
righteousness or a righteous people there. 
I returned back with my family. Soon af
ter that Bro. John T. Davies came around 
here, which we were very glad of, for we 
were well acquainted with him in the old 
country. He did do his best to start us 
once more, but we did not do right then; 
but Bro. Henry Jones kept visiting us all 

the time, and at last we were truly convert-.. 
ed from the old church, which had gone 
astray from the truth. 

There is a very large field for elders to· 
preach the gospel all through this county 
of Luzerne; and there are many places that 
no elder has ever been as yet. We will at 
all times be ready and willing to do all we 
can for any one that will come this way .. 
Bro. Jones, our branch president, is a grea;t 
soldier of the cross, and a good preacher· 
of righteousness. 

There were four elders here from Sall! 
Lake last winter, but I can tell you that· 
they had to be very quiet. They have· 
a little branch in Hyde Park, but it is. 
about broken up, and we are trying to holdl 
the pure law of righteousness before their 
eyes. Dear brethren pray for us that we 
may at all times be up and doing the will 
of God. Ever praying for Zion's cause, I 
remain your fellow laborer in the love of 
the gospel, THOMAS A. JOHN. 

CORTLAND, Ills., 
Aug. 21st, 1876. 

Brother Henry:-It has been a long time 
since I heard a gospel sermon, yet my faith 
in the latter day work grows stronger each 
day; and when I compare the true faith 
with the teachings of men, my heart is sad 
for those who are blinded by error, ancl! 
yet who seem to wish to be God's own 

. children. I believe that were it not for 
\pride thousands would obey the gospel. 

When I talk with some of my friends 
concerning the faith, I see the looks of 
scorn, and this reminds me of the haughty 
Jews who ridiculed Jesus, his name and 
religion. Still for all their boasted piety 
and learning he was the true Messiah, ancl' 
now as then the scriptures truly teach that 
when men follow the teachings of man in 
preference to those of God, blindness and 
alienation from God are the results, and 
their doctrines arn only as the wind. 

I remember the by-gone days when the 
elders' voices, yours among the number, 
were heard in DeKalb, both in public and 
in our family circles. I wish for the visits 
that have been promised, but we know that 
duty and business prevent, and we must 
excuse. Hoping that we may ever truly 
possess the faith we profess. I remain, 
your sister in the gospel, 

FIDELIA CALHOON. 

SCOTTSVILLE, Ind., 
Sept. 7th, 1876. 

Br. Henry :-I have baptized four of late· 
in Perry county, and have also preached 
in one new place in that county, and quit'l· 
an interest was manifested. I think prej. 
udice is gradually dying away in the yicin~. 
ity of the "Forscutt and Treat" debating 
ground, and two have been P.dded to the· 
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Pleasant Ridge branch since the debate I A colored brother from the Cherokee Na
was held, and three in the regions round tion made a request that some elder might 
about. Our district conference has just be sent to his place. J. T. Davies and M:. 
closed· it was a success. T. Short, offered to go sometime this fall. 
You~s most truly, C. SCOTT. As we could not learn anything definite 

Spring River District. 
The above conference was held in the 

·Columbus branch, Kansas, August 4, 5 and 
·6, 1876; John T. Davies, presiding; James 
Dutton clerk. 

Visiting brethren were invited to partic
ipate. 

Branch Reports.--Pleasant View, 67 mem
tere, no changes. Galesburg 43 members, 
'l. received by letter. Joplin 13 membera, 1 
·died. Columbus 23 members, 1 baptized, 1 
-ordained teacher. Jacksonville 9 members, 
uo changes. Mound Valley 30 members, 2 
·baptized. Armstrong Cadamy no report. 

Officials Reported.-SeventyJohn T. Da
-vies; Elders D. Fisher, R. H. Davies, Alex. 
Williams, W. J. Davies, J. A. Davies, D. S. 
-Orawly, C. W. Short, W. S. Loar, J. Dutton, 
:i\I. T. Short and W. S. Taylor; Priests S. 
l\Hller, C. Randall, T. S. Hayton, L. L. Wight; 
'Teachers R. Bird, Evans Lewellyn ; Dea
.cons C. Bird, R. M. Barmore. 

A resolution to grant Elder Jam es Carrol 
·a license was lost, he not being a member of 
the district. President J. T. Davies was 
_requested to visit Br. Carrol about the mat
·ter. 

Resolved that transient elders be required 
to show their licenses, before they will be 
.acknowledged as members of the church. 

That John T. Davies be our president for 
the next three months. 

TuI. T. Short made a request in behalf of 
a sick brother who lives at Joplin, asking 
that the conference would do something for 
him and his family. C. W. Short and M. 
T. Short were appointed as a committee to 
·see to the wants of the brother and his fam
ily, and instructed to present their bill at 
th-e next conference. 

The Newtonia branch was disorganized 
;i.nd the members attached to the Joplin 
.. branch. ' 

Br. Wilson I.oar of Indian Creek, Elk 
·county, Kansas, made a request that an 
<elder be sent to that place, as there are some 
ready to be baptized, and there are enough 
members there to organize a branch. J. T. 
Davies and R. H. Davies volunteered to go 
sometime this fall. J. T. Davies and M. T. 
Short were appointed to go to /Bourbon 

'county to administer the ordinance of bap-
tism. 

The presidents of branches were requested 
to urge upon the members the necessity of 
-0ontributing something to the support of 
the.ministry. 

concerning the Armstrong Cadamy branch, 
the subject was laid over( 

Bishop's Agent's Report.-From May 5th 
to August 4th, 1876. Received $26.60 ; on 
hand last report $16.65-total $43.25. Paid 
out $17.95; on hand $25.30. R. Bird, 
Bishop's Agent. 

J. T. Davies preached Saturday evening. 
Sunday morning preaching by R. H. Davies, 
followed by C. W. Short. Afternoon, 
prayer and testimony. Evening preaching 
by D. S. Crawley. 

Adjourned to meet at Mound Valley, Fri
day evening, October 27th, 1876. 

Central Kansas District. 
Conference convened in the Saint's Meet

ing Room, at Atchison, August 6th, 1876 ; 
Henry Green, presiding; .Daniel Munns, 
clerk. 

Prayer by Daniel Munns. 
Branch Reports.-Atchison 36 members, 

1 cut off, 1 died, 1 ,baptized. Good Intent 
16 members. Leavenworth 15 members, 1 
died, 6 removed by letter, 3 sc!littered. Net
awaka 10 members. 

Elders David Williams, George Chapman, 
Daniel Mun as, Lanson Eustes, Henry Green; 
priest HenryStawport, and teachers Watson 
Fletcher and Thomas Bailey reported. 

Adjourned with prayer by Henry Staw
port. 

At one o'clock three were baptized by Br . 
D. Williams. At 2:30 p.m., prayer by Geo. 
Chapman. Geo. Thomas and Geo. Chapman 
presided over the meeting. Those baptized 
were confirmed and a sacrament. prayer 
and testimony meeting followed. The gifts 
of tongues and prophecy were had, and the 
Spirit of God was manifest among us, caus
ing a joyful season, like as in times past. 

Hesolved t.hat we sustain the authorities 
of the ch.urch in righteoasness. 

Adjourned with prayer by Geo. Thomas. 
At 7:30 p.m., prayer by Lausen Estes; 
preaching by Henry Green . 

Adjourned with prayer by David Williams 
j to meet at Netawaka, November 5th, 1876. 

,._..___ 
Pittsfield District. 

Session held at Pittsfield, Illinois, August 
5th and 6th, 18i6. Cornelius Mills was 
sustained as president, and Sr. Emma E. 
Williamson as clerk. 

The president addressed the saints. M. 
H. Forscutt was requested to take part. 

Branch Reports.-New Canton was not 
presented in writing. Pittsfield 34 mem
bers, 6 baptized. Alma 17 members, no 
changes. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



604 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

Elders' Reports.-M. H. Forscutt report
ed his labors in Pittsfield, and feelingly 
urged the saints, old and young, to greater 
effort in the work of God. J. Goodale had 
preached in Pittsfield, New Canton and In
dependence; had baptized four. C. Mills 
had ministered in Pittsfield and Bay Creek; 
baptized two, and administered to the sick 
with immediate blessing. D. Wetherbee had 
been greatly blessed in ministering to the 
sick. Brn. Bowen, R. C. Hendricks, Henry 
Huffman and Wm. Curry (priest) reported. 

J. Goodale was chosen to preside over 
this district for the next term. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to C. 
:Mills for his faithfulness as president. 

Preaching in the evening by M. H. Fors
cutt. 

Sunday, at 11 a. m., preaching by J. 
Goodale. At 2:30 p. m., met to conclude 
business, and for a season of prayer. 

Resolved that we accept the Rules of 
Order adopted by the General Conference. 

Adjourned for preaching in the evening 
by Bro. Forscutt. During the intermission 
one was baptized. 

Adjourned to meet in the Alma branch, 
November 4th, 1876. ------

. Fremont District. 
The above conference was held at She

nandoah, Page county, Iowa, August 6th 
and 7th, 1876. Opened with prayer by G. 
E. Deuel. Preaching by E. C. Brand. At 
2:30 the sacrament was administered by R. 
C. Elvin and J. R. Badham. At 8 p.m., 
preaching by James V. Roberts, followed 
by a prayer and testimony meeting. 

Monday Morning, August 7th.-R. C. El
vin in the chair: Wm. Leeka and R. M. 
Elvin, clerks. Prayer by the president. 

A committee of three was appointed to 
examine branch reports. Pres. Elvin pre
sented a written report. Presidents of 
branches reported the condition of their 
several branches. 

Elders' Reports.-James Ervin, Wm. 
Brittain, J. W. Calkins, E. C. Brand, S. S. 
Wilcox, J. R. Badham, Jas. V. Roberts, G. 
E. Deuel, R. M. Elvin, George Kemp, and 
Jas. Caffall reported by letter. James Er
vin had baptized four. Wm. Britain labors 
in his own branch. J. W. Calkins kept up 
regular meetings in his branch. E. C. 
Brand has preached both in the District and 
outside of it. Has been prevented fro,m 
other labor by the sickness of his family. 
Desires this affliction removed, so that he 
may spend his time in the ministry. S. S. 
Wilcox had filled his mission to Taylor 
county and Hamburgh. J. R. Badham had 
preached east of Clarinda, and east of 
Shenandoah; baptized one. J. V. Roberts 
had filled monthly appointments in the mis
sion assigned him. G.E. Deuelhad preached 

in Nebraska and Iowa, and baptized six. 
R. M. Elvin had preached what he could, 
baptized four, and organized the Rock 
Bluffs branch. George Kemp had preached 
and performed other labor. Jas. Caffall 
had done but little in this district. Thinks 
it an important district, and urged a united. 
effort, both spiritually and financially, so· 
that those who are qualified may devote 
their entire time to the ministry. President 
Elvin had visited most of the branches and: 
found them all in a fair condition except. 
one or two, and those have better prospects 
for the future. Financially, he thinks the 
district is behind, and urged the branches• 
to put forth a greater effort to assist the 
ministry. He found an increasing demand 
for an effectual ministry, especially in the 
western part of the district. He reported 
having paid out $20.18 for traveling ex
pences, and receiving $19.50. Balance due 
68 cents. 

J. Goode, A. T. Mortimore, J. Caster, 
J. Longbottom, N. Taylor, W. C. Matthews, 
W. Wood, Br. Moore, Wm. Gaylord and 
Wheeler Baldwin reported. N. Trook re· 
ported, by letter, as teacher of Moroni 
branch. 

Report of Bishop's Agent.-"Receipts 
$75.00. Due agent last report $13.21, 
paid out $101.88-total $115.09. Due agent 
$40.09, which I give as tithing. Wm. Leeka, 
Agent." 

Branch Reports.-Moroni 15 members, 1 
baptized. Fremont 47 members, 2 removed 
by letter. Rock Bluffs 8 members, 8 bap
tized. Blue River 8 members. Glenwood 
16 members, 1 received by vote. Shenan
doah 44 members, 4 baptized, 5 received by 
vote, 1 died. Nephi 20 members. Platte 
River 22 members, 6 baptized. Elm Creek 
17 members. Nebraska City 105 members, 
8 baptized, 1 received by vote, 2 removed 
by letter. Plum Creek 91 members. Mill 
Creek 24 members, 2 received by letter, Z 
expelled at their own request. No report 
from Palmyra and Farm Creek. 

Report of Plum Creek building committee 
read and accepted. 

During intermission four persons were 
baptized, S. S. Wilcox, J. R. Badham, I. 
N. Roberts and R. M. Elvin confirmed them. 

The financial report of R. C . .Elvin was 
accepted, and balance due him ordered to 
be paid by Bishop's Agent. 

Officials present: 4 high priests, 1 severity• 
21 elders, 5 priests, 3 teachers, 1 deacon. 

The president was requested to represent 
the district at the Semi-Annual Conference. 

Resolved that all <•lders who failed to fin 
their missions be released therefrom. 

J. R. Badham was sustained in hi:s former 
mission, with the privilege of choosing his 

I assistant. 
Resolved that the Scandinavian iviission 
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at Nebraska City be under the jurisdiction 
of that branch. 

E. C. Brand, J. V. Roberts and A. T. 
Mortimore were sustained in local missions, 
and S. S. Wilcox was released from one. 

Resolved that H. C. Smith be requested 
to labor in Saline and Clay counties, Neb. 

Resolved that every elder of this district 
has the fullest liberty to labor in this dis
trict, in word and doctrine, in public and 
in private, wherever the people are willing 
to hear the truth. 

That any elders not appointed to special 
missions are requested to labor in accord
ance with such instructions as they may 
receive from the president ; but that they 
should not wander from place to place, nor 
labor without an assignment to such places 
from him, that he may know where such 
labor is being performed. 

That the resolution of last conference, 
directing elders to give written instead of 
verbal reports, be rescinded. 

That the branches be requested to assist 
Br. 1\1. H. Forscutt in locating him a home 
in the district. 

That I. N. Roberts and T. Uphoff labor 
at Palmyra. , 

That the branches be requested to assist 
the committee financially in building a 
meeting house at Plum Hollow. 

That Wm. Leeka teach the payment of 
tithing and freewill-offerings for district 
purposes, in harmony with the rules laid 
down by the authorities of the church. 

That we consider the propriety of divid
ing our district as it was formerly at our 
next conference. 

That the officers of the church and dis
trict be sustained in righteousness. 

Preaching by R. 1\1. Elvin at 8 p.m. 
Adjourned to meet at Gaylord School 

House, November 5th, 1876, at 10:30 a.m. 

Nortll Kansas District. 
The above conference convened in the 

Christian Church, White Cloud, August 5th 
and 6th, 1876. 

The president exhorted the saints and 
gave some good instructions to the elders 
and saints. 

Visiting brethren were invited to take 
part in the conference. 

The case of Br. Banta was brought up, 
and after considerable discussion, the fol
lowing was adopted : 

Whereas Elder B. Banta having been 
negligent and careless about doing his duty 
as an elder, and whereas he states that he 
J,ras h.ard feelings towards several of the 

:'iJ.rethren, and now requests his name taken 
f~QID. the church record, therefore, in justice 
~ehimself and the church, Resolved that a 
committee of three elders be appointed to 
labor with him, and report at th is confer
ence. 

Elders Blatt, Richards and Herzing were 
appointed. 

2 P. M.-Br. Stiles was appointed in the 
place of Br. Joseph Blatt, as one of the 
committee to labor with Br. Banta. 

White Cloud branch reported 29 mem
bers, 9 received by letter. Branch in good· 
condition. 

It was announced that the saints in and 
about Atchison desired to unite with the 
North Kansas District. As the application 
was not mode in the .. proper manner, it was 
laid by. 

Brethren Richards, Blatt and Waddle 
reported. C. F. Stiles had preached most 
of. the time since the Annual Conference. 
P. Rasmussen preached every Sunday. 
John W. Brackenbury had preached con
siderable, but having to provide for his fam
ily, he has not visited the district, but in
tended to do so soon. Br .. Herzing stated, 
his willingness to labor this fall and winter. 
B. B. Brackenbui'ly reported by letter. 
Priest J. F. Clemonson stated that he, as. 
Book and Bishop's Agent, had never re
ceived a nickle. Deacon W. H. Blatt re-
ported. • 

Renewal of license was voted to Br. John, 
Richards. 

The authorities of the church were sus
tained. J. W. Brackenbury's resignation as 
president was not accpted. Chas. Herzing's, 
as clerk was accepted, and Joseph Blatt 
chosen in his place. 

Sunday Morning.-Prayer by Br. Stiles. 
A vote of thanks was tendered to Charles. 
Herzing for his service as clerk. Alicense 
was granted to Priest Ticknor, formerly of 
Biglow branch, Mo. Conference was re
quested to appoint a committee to labor 
with B. Brackenbury, according to his re
quest, but the .request was not complied: 
with. 

Committee appointed to labor with Br. 
Banta reported and were discharged. Upon. 
due consideration Br. Banta was expelled 
from the church for unchristianlike con
duct. Brn. Rasmussen and Ticknor were 
appointed to preach this forenoon, and Br. 
Stiles this afternoon. 

Officials present: 1 seventy, 6 elders, 2 
priests, 1 teacher, 1 deacon. 

Charles Herzing was appointed to preach 
in the evening. W. B. Ticknor was, on 
motion, ordained an elder, under the hands. 
of Brn. Stiles, Brackenbury, Waddell and 
Blatt. . 

Resolved that the president appoint a 
series of two day meetings. 

Three were baptized during conference. 
Adjourned to meet at the call of the pres

ident. 

Essential oneness of heart and movement, 
is a primary condition of success. "Love

, one another."-Christ. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



1306 TRUE L. D SAINTS' HERALD. 

'TnE last news from Bro. Joseph Smith was 
dated Gospel Swamp, Cal., September 16th, 
18i6, received as we go to press. He seems 
to be feeling well, and in good spirits. He 
·will not be at the General Conference, Oc
itober 6th. He has been too busy to write 
•m11.ch, but sends some more notes of travel 
for neict issue. The night before he wrote, 
·some one fired the shelter erected by the 
Saints to hold meetings in, thus exhibiting 
the spite of a diminutive soul. 

Kent and Elgin District. 
. Whereas, we are informed by the London 
Branch of the Kent and Elgin District, that 
for good and sufficient reasons it will be 
.impracticable to hold conference there at 
the ti;111e _appoi~ted! and a large majority of 
·the d1str1ct bemg m favor of the adjourn
ment subject to the call of the authorities, 
snd for the further reason that we know of 
no business of importance requiring imme
diate attention. This is to inform all whom 
it may concern, that no conference will be 
held in the district till further notice ap
,pears in the Herald. 

ARTHUR LEVERTON. 
JOHN. S. p ATTERSON. 

Bothwell, September 11th, 1876. 

:Bishop's Report. 
Reorganized Church of Jerns Christ, in 

'\lCCount with Bishop I. L. Rogers, to Sep
tember 20th, 18i6. 

1876. <Cr • 
.Strne 20, From Wm. H. Curwen, Tl! .................. $10 00 

" 21, " II. S. Ditle, Ill. ........................ 1 00 
" 22, F. G. Pitt, Ill. .......................... 5 00 
" 25, 
" 28, 

.July ll, 
H 13, 

.Aug. 14, 
,, 18, 

~· 25, 
1• 251 

:sept. 1, 
1, 
2, 

" 11, 
H 16, 

''Reese," Iowa.......................... 5 00 
James Allen, Iowa.................... 5 00 
Sr. R. Warnock, 111.................... 5 oo 
Sr. 111. J. Williams, Ill............... 5 00 
Sr. M. J. Elliott, Kans. ............ 2 00 
Frank Steffe, Mass................... 2 00 
Sr. Janet Black, Wis,............... 6 00 
I. N. W. Cooper, Ill.................. 1 00 
.John Anderson, Iowa ............... 10 00 
Thos. and Mary J. Reese, Mont. 25 00 
I. N. W. Cooper, Ill.................. l 00 
Tithing from Order-0f Enoch ..... 290 40 
Thos. and Mary J. Reese, Mont. 25 00 

$398 40 

. June 20, To Balance ctue I. L. Rogers, on Tith .. 
ing Fund ............................. $205 35 

July 5, Paid i\L H. Forscntt .......................... 25 00 
7, " Sr. W.W. Blair ........................ 40 00 

" 11, " Sr. J. W. Briggs .................... : ... 10 00 
Aug. 14, " Sr. :Magnus Fyrando .................. 25 00 

'' 14, H Sr. J. \Y. Driggs ........................ 10 00 

Sept. 16, 
h 16, 
" 16, 
" 16, 

" E. C. Mears ................................ 10 00 
" Sr. C. W. Wandell ..................... 15 00 
" Sr. W.W. Blair ........................ 25 00 
" Herald Office, on account ........... 127 48 

$492 83 

" 20, Due I. L. Rogers on Tithing Fnnd ...... $94 43 

UTAH CHAPEL FUND. = 
June 20, In hand ............................................ $34 61 
Aug, 2, From Geo. Smith, from Nev. Saints ... 40 00 
Sept. 15, " Ann Jenkins ........................... 1 50 

In hand .... : ..... , ................................. $76 11 

HERALD OFFICE ACCOUNT. = 
June 20, Due Herald Office, balance ................. $48 79 
July 10, Stamps, for Church purposes ............ 1 00 
Aug. 12, Paid J. R. Lambert.......................... o 90 

" 16, Letter Book for the Church............... 1 50 
" 21, Heralds and Hopes, English Mission .. 58 62 
" 21, Books for Church Library .................. 16 02 

Sept. 5. Tracts to elders ................................ C 40 

$127 23 
---, 

RECEIVED .THROUGH HERALD OFFICE. 
July 1, From Roxana West, Vt ..................... $ 2 85 
Aug. 3~ 

3, 
3, 

" 13, 
'· 17, 
" 21, 

Sept. 1, 
" 11, 
" 16, 

L.·Gaulter, Mont ...................... 10 00 
L. B. Gaulter, Mont .................. 10 00 
A. J. Moore, Mont .. ,.................. 5 00 
A sister (J. D.), llls .................. 10 00 
.James All8n, Iowa,.................. 5 00 
C. W. Lamb, Iowa.................... 5 00 
James Bamber, Mont ................ 10 00 
I. L. Rogers, on Chnrch acc't .... 127 48 
James Chapman, Iowa, ............. 2 50 

$187 83 

Balance due Church ......... ::::$60 6tL 
==.:::... 

t:TAH CHAPEL FUND. 
June 20, In hands of Herald Office .................. $58 75 
July 25, From Paul Tremblay ........................ 2 00 

'" 25, " Thomas Harris, Mont................ 2 50 
" 25, C. W. Lamb, Iowa .................... 5 00 

In hand ........................... $68 25 

The credit of $15, in last report to He~~ 
ry Halliday, should have been to James 
Chapman, per H. Halliday. 

Since the order of last conference we have 
been ready to publish itemized reports of 
the Bishop's Agents, whenever they send 
them, or the districts order such reports to 
be sent for publication. None have come 
to hand so far. I. L. RoGERS, Bishop. 

SANDWICH, Ill., Sept. 20th, 1876. 

Keokuk Meeting. 
There will be a two day meeting held at 

~eokuk, on the last. Saturday and Sunday 
m October. The samts of the district and 
all others who may be able to come are in
vited to do so~. J. II. LAKE, Pres. of Dist . 

Disfellowshiped •.. , ,.~cc . 
Notice is hereby given that Silas M. 

Hubbard of the Santa Rosa branch, having 
been charged with unchristianlike conduct,. 
and for which he was duly notified to ap-
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pear and answer to said charges on the 9th 
day of Sept. 1876, and the charges being 
fully sustained by two or more witnesses, 
said Silas M. Hubbard was by unanimous 
vote cut off from the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints. 

JEREMIAH RooT, Pres. 
JACOB HEGER, Clerk. 

SANTA RosA, Cal., Sept. 12th, 1876. 

Elder John Chapple was excommunicated 
from the church for apostasy, by the Ne
braska City branch, August 1st, 1876. Or
dered, at the business meeting of the 
branch, held Sept. 5th, 1876. 

RoBT. M. ELVIN, Secretary. 
NERRASKA CITY, Neb., Sept. 7th, 1876. 

Bevier Meeting House. 
Br. Henry A. Stebbins:-According to re

quest published in the Herald, July 15th, 
1876, the Bevier Branch has appointed the 
undersigned as a committee to receive funds 
to pay balance owing on our meeting house. 
Those wishing information or desiring to 
help can address either of us. 

W. R. l\foDONALD. 
JAMES DAVIS. 

Bevier, !!Iacon Co., Mo., Sept. 14, 1876. 

Notified to Appear. 
Whereas Z. Barmthouse having left the 

Santa Rosa Branch in an unbecoming man
ner and for parts unknown, he is hereby 
notified to i:tppear in person or report by 
letter, and also make restitution for wrong 
doing, otherwise he will be dealt with ac
cording to the laws of the Church after three 
months from date. By order, 

J. RooT, President, 
J. HEGER, Clerk. 

Santa Rosa, Cal., September 9th, 1876. 

MARRIED. 
At the house of the bride's parents, near 

Plattsburg, Clinton county, Missouri, Sep
tember 7th, 1876, by Elder David E. Powell, 
Bro. Joseph Hopson to Sister Mary Frances 
Smith, both of Clinton county, Missouri. 

DIED. 
At Fountain Green, Hancock county, Illi

nois, July 22d, 1876, Sr. Safronia J\IcClerry, 
aged 73 years, 2 months, and 4 days. hav
ing been born in Tunbridge, Vermont, May 
18th, 1803. She was the oldest sister of 
Joseph Smith the martyr, and she was a 
member of the Church from the time it was 
established. She was ever ready to bear 
her testimony to the truth of the work, and 
she fell asleep in Christ without a struggle, 
with full hope of being raised in the first 

,.·.·1'0Surreotion. JESSIE SALSBURY. 
. i.~: ~t :Rock Creek, Hancock county, Illinois 

;~.;~~l1gt!.s.t25th, 1876, Sister Jane Ellison, aged 
. ;~;t6 yea';rs, 2 months, and 10 days. She was 

born in Lancashire, Eng., in 1800, and was· 
baptized in 1840. Funeral services by Br. 
J. H. Lake. 

At Rock Creek, Hancock county, Illinois, 
Ida May, infant daughter of Wm. and Eliza. 
Lambert. Born April 9, 1875, died August 
13, 1876, aged 1 year, 4 months, and 4 days. 

At Providence, R. I., January 31st, 1876, 
Sister Mary E. Wiswall, aged 33 years. 
She was a good sister and a faithful and 
zealous advocate of the latter day work. 

In life's morning her labors were ended, 
And her prayer, and her presence, no more 

With our worship, and warfare are blendid; 
May we meet when life's conflicts are o'er. 

FATAL AccrnENT.-Killed near the Can
ton coal mines, September 13th, 1876. 
George, son of Margaret Holvey, aged 12 
years, 9 months and 19 days. Deceased. 
was on a train of coal cars as they were 
drawn ·from the shaft to the chute, and -is 
supposed to have jumped from one car to 
another, and falling between them he was 
crushed to death. Funeral services were 
held at Br. Joseph Simmons', who is grand
father of the deceased. A large number of 
friends were present. The sermon was 
preached by Br. Jeremiah. Text 1 Cor. 
15 : 55-"0 death, where is thy sting? 0 
grave, where is thy victory?" We sympa
thize deeply with our sister in her sad and 1 

great afiliction. MANY FRIENDS. 

How to Acquire a Good Memory. 
We read too much, and think about what 

we read too little ; the consequence is that 
most of' the people we meet know something, 
in a superficial way, about almost every
thing. Not a tenth part of what is read is 
remembered for a month after the book or 
newspaper is laid aside. Daniel Webster, 
who had a rich store of information on al
most every subject of general interest, said 
that it had been his habit for years to re
flect for a short time on whatever he read, 
and so fix the thoughts and ideas worth re
membering in his mind. Any one who does 
this will be surprised to find how retentive 
his memory will become, or how long after 
reading an interesting article the best por
tions of it will remain with him. 1 

"Stand fast in one spirit, striving togeth
er."-Paul. 

"Brethren shall we not go on in so great 
a cause? Go forward and not backward. 
Courage, brethren; and on, on to victory." 
-Joseph Smith the :Martyr. 

Addresses. 

I 
roft:.H~o:::t:~· c::: 

8

:\~.
0

::::~~:::: 
raska City, Neb . 

John C. Foss, Machias, Maine. 
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PUBLICATIONS ISSUED AND FOR SALE 
'BY THE 

Boa?'d of Publication of the ReMganized Chu?'ch, 
AT TBJHR PUBLISHING HOUSE 

PLANO, KENDALL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
--ototo--

.Tru,e Latter Day Saints' Herald: 
A semi-monthly periodical, 32 pages, edited byJosEPH 
SMITH, and HENRY A. STEBBINS, This is an official or
gan, explanatory of the faith of the church, and: con
tains correspondence from different parts of the world, 
fiiving accounts of the progress' of,th~ church; and 
setting forth the dealings of God with his people. 

Price·$2.15 per year, half year $1.10, per quarter 55 
cents, :(ree of postage. 

Zion's Hope: 
A semi-monthly paper for children and Sunday Schools 
Edited by JOSEPH SMITH and HE"RY A. STEBBI'1S. 

Price 60 cents per annum, 30c. per half year,,free 
of postage. . . 

Every child in Israel should be supplied with the 
HoPE. It is •designed speciaily to qualify them for 
the grea~ fut~re, in which we anticipate their per-~ 
forming so important a part. 

Holy Scriptures: 
Inspi?'ed Translation by Joseph the jfai·tyr. 

Boun.d in .Roan, •..... . ... :. 2 20 
" Imitation Turkey, gilt ........ 2 70 

New. Testament, inspired 65 

Book of])Iormon: 
F1;1l R~atr,4'sp\-i;:\kJ~d edges, • · •..... . ..... 1 25 
Full Turkey· ·J\forocco, marbled edges• ...... 1 75 
Fnll_ '],urkey·Mofocco~ full gilt, gilt edges, ..•..• 2: 25 

Doctrine and Covenants. 
In sprinkled Sheep........ . ...... 1 25 
In Morocco, marpled edges, ...... 1 75 

The Saints' Harp.:..... Hymn Book: 
Bound in ROan;plain .....• 1 25 

a Roan, gilt, gilt edges ...... i ·75 
Morocco, plain, marbled edges •.•.•• 2· 00 

Hesperis: 
P0ems, by David H. Smith, 202 pages, fancy 

cloth, gilt edges ...... 1 50 

Pamphlets: 
Rnles of Order and Debate for all the Deliberative 

Assmblies of the Church; also a chapter on Branch 
Rules, and one on-;Jlepqrts Qf Branches and Districts. 
32 mo., 128 pages, bound in limp cloth, 50 cts. 

Visions of Josep4 Smith the Seer, Discoveries of An· 
cient American Records and Relics, with the State .. 
ment of .Dr. Lederer (Converted Jew) and Others, in 
colored ,coyers, 43 pages} by mail 10 cents each, three 
for 25 cents, twelve for 75 cents. 
The Voice of Warning and Instrrictiori"t,,..all People, 

74 pages, by !llail.20 cents each; three for 50 cents, 
one dozen for $2. 

Trial of the Witnesses to the Resurrection -of Jesus; 
a legal argument, 30- pages, 10 cents each. 

Bfaggie and Mary; or the Slanderer Exposed, 16 pages, 
10 cents. 

Concordance to Book of Covenants, 24 pages, 10 cents, 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Ordination Certificates· 

bound in flexible coveJ:'.B, 40 cents each. 
Minutes of Annual Conference, of1873, lOc. each. 

, A .l\femorial to Congress, 8 pages1 20 cents per dOzen, 
$1.30 per hundred. 

Trial of the VVitnesses to the Resurrection, 32 pages, 
8 cents each, 75 cents per dozen, $5.25 per hundred. 

Prophecy on the Rebellion, 20 cents per hundred. 
Songs of Zion, by T. ,V. Smith, 32 pages, lOc. each, $1 

par dozen. 

·Tracts: 
No. 1, Mountain of the Lord'.s House, 8 pages, 20 cents 

per dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 
No. 2, Truth Made !t!anifest, 12 pages, 25 cen_ts per do-

zen, $1.75 per hundred. ' 

No. 3, Voice of the Good Shepherd, 4 pages, 8 cents 
per dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 4, Epitome of Faith and Doctrine, one page, 5 cts, 
per dozen, 30 Cents per hundred. . 

No. 5, The Gospel, 2 pages, 6 cents per dozen, 35 cents. 
per. hundred. · . . 

No. 6, The "One Baptism;" its M~de, Subjects, Pre-Re .. 
quisites and Design; and Who Shall Adlninister; 18 
pages, 35 cents per dozen, $2~60 per hundred. 

No. 7, Who Then Can· be Saved, 4 pages, 8 cents per 
dozen, 60 cents per hunµred. , . 

No. 8, Fullness of the Atonement, 16 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $2 per hundred. 

No. 9, Spiritualism Viewed from a Scriptural Stand
Point, 20 pages, 40 cents per dozen, $3 per hundred. 

No. 10, The Narrow· Way, 8 pages, 20 cents per dozen, 
$1.30 per hundred. ·. 

No. 11, 'fhe Plan of Salvation, 18 pages, 35 cents per 
dozen, $2.60 per hundred. 

No. 12, The Bible 'Dersus Polygamy, 14 pages, 30 cents 
per dozen, $1.90 per hundred. · 

No. 14, Reply to Orson Pratt, 16 pages, 30 cents per 
dozen, $:l per hundred. 

No.15, Idolatry, 4 p·ages, 8 cen~s ·per dozen, 60 ce?ts 
per hunqred, , 

No •. 16, Polygamy: Was it an Original Tenet .of. the 
Church 1 10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.60 per hun-
dred. · 

·No. 17, The Successor in the Prophetie Office and Pre· 
sjdency of the Church, 16 pages, 30. cents pep. doze~, 
$2 P.er ~undred. · ; .. · _ . ·-. 

No. 18, Rejection of the Church, 8 pages; 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.30 per hundred, . · • 

No. 20, The "One Body;" or. the Church of Christ under 
· the Apostleship and. under the Apostasy, 16 pages, 

30centsper,dozeri,·{$-2perhun<I.Fed •.. ___ ... 
No. 21, Truths by Three Witnesses, orie page, 5 cents 

per dozen, 20 cents per· hundred. 
No. 22, Faith and_ R~pentall:ce, 8 pages, 20.cents per 

dozen, $1.30 per hundred.· 
No. 23, J;laptism, 10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.60 per 

huncfred. 
·No. 24, The Kingdom of God, 4 pages, 8 cents per'doz· 

en, 60 cents per hundred. 
No. 25, Laying on of Hands, 4 pages, 8 cents per doz-

e ii, 60 cei:its per hundred. _' , ' 
No. 26, ].:fountain of the Lord's H~UsE\4pages;s cents 

per dozen, 60 cents per hundred. . . 
No. 27, The Sab.bath ~ue;:;tfon,:12 pages, ·25 cents per 

dozen, $1.75 cents per h_u~dred .. 
No. 28, The Basis of PolygamY", a Criticism upon the 

(so called) Revelation of J.uly 12th, 1843, 8 pages, by 
J. W. :Briggs; 20 cents.a d9zen, $1,30 a hundred. 

An assortment oj Tracts 5.0 cents; 
IN GERi\iAN LANGUAGE •. 

No. 19, Epitome of Faith and Doctrine, and Revelation 
on late Re1?ellion, 2 pages, 6 cts. :per d~zen, 35 cents 
per hundred. · 

Whc Then _Can be Save.d;,4 pages, 25 cents per dozen, 
$1.40 per hundred. /' 

The Gospel, 2 pages, _6' ct~. per_ dozen, 35 per hundred; 

Licenses and Notices: 
Elder's Licenses} pei hundred ....... 1 00 
Priest's " " " ....... 1 00 
Teacher's ....... 1 00 
Deacon's . ....... . ..... ; 1 po 
Blank Notices for Lectures, per .hundred .....•. 50 

•
1 

" '" Preaching·' , '• ... €~' •• ;' 50 
". Two Days' Mee!iugs, per 100 50 

If your paper has been discontinued, state.· Wh~l-e 
you have fast been taking it, and.the time itV(llS st9p-
ped. . . ; 

THE TRUE LATTER DAY SAINTS' HERALD is priblishlid 
sEMI-MONTHLY, at Plano, Kendall Co., Il!inQis, by the 
Board of Publication.of the Reorganized .CI:rnr~Jl Qf 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and is edited· by 
JOSEPH SMITH and HENRY A. STEBBINS. $2.15peryear" 

All remittances, orders,·and business, CQm~tinic~;;~ 
tions intended for the office of ·· ' 
directed to Henry A. Stebbins, B 
Ch, Ills. All sums over Five Doi 
Draft .on Chicago, Post Qflice O.rd 
tered letter, or by Express. Remitt 
other manner will be at the risk of the' 
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"Hlu1tKE-N TO THE WORD OF THB'LORD, .FOR THERE BRA.LL NOT ANY MAN AMONG Y0l1 HATII SAYX b: Wl 

ONll WIF"; AND OONCtnlINEB RB SHALL HAVB NONJl."-.Book of Mormon. 
u WR~ TJIB RIGHTEOUS ARD IN AUTHORITY, THJ!I P:IOPLll RBJOIOll; llUT WH:BN THB WIOEJJD Bli::Rlil!f!l 

BULB, 'l'Hlll PEOPLJI MOUl\N."-.Prov. 29:2. 

Vol. 23. PLANO,HLL., OCTOBER 15, 1876. No.20. 

Location of ZioH. 
Friend Herald:-Allow me through 

your columns to present a few thoughts 
·concerning the permanent location of 
the land of Zion. I am led to this, 
:partly because I see a disposition in cer
tain quarters to do away, as I conceive, 
the "ancient landmarks;" and partly be
cause I want to humbly perform what I 
conceive to be my duty to defend the 
·word of the Lord, whether ancient or 
.:modern 

In this article I design to confine 
·:myself to the proof of the above caption, 
and shall go for proof to the revelations 
of God as contained in the Book of Cov
enants. As a preface to future remarks, 
we quote a portion of the Lord's preface 
to his book of commandments. B. 0. 1 : 2. 

"Behold this is mine authority, and the 
·authority of my servants, and my preface 
unto the book of my commandments, which 
I have given them to publish unto you, 0 
inhabitants of earth; wherefore fear and 
tremble, 0 ye people, for what I the Lord 
have decreed, in them, shall be fulfilled. 

"Behold, I am God, and have spoken it; 
these commandments are of me, and were 
~iven unto my servants in their weakness, 
.after the manner of their language, that 
they might come to understanding; and in
-.:asmuch as they erred it might be made 
known; and inasmuch as they sought wis
dom they might be instructed."-Par. 5. 

"Search these commandments, for they 
3re true and faithful, and the prophecies 
~rnd promises which are in them shall all be 

·fulfilled."-Par. 7. 
"What I the Lord have spoken I have 
oken, and I excuse not myself; and though 
e. heavens and the earth pass away, my 
rd shall not pass away, but shall all be 

ulfilled."-Par. 8. 

In connection with this I wish to 
Whole No. 356. 

make another quotation, as a caution to. 
all who read the book, especially to 
Latter Day Saints, not to treat the ora
cles of God, contained in the same, light
ly, lest the curse predicted for so doing 
follow. 

"Verily I say unto you, the keys of this 
kingdom shall never be taken from you, 
while thou art in the world, neither in the 
world to come; nevertheless, through you 
shall the oracles be given to another; even, 
unto the church. And all they who receive 
the oracles of God, let them beware how 
they hold them, lest they are accounted as 
a light thing, and are brought under con
demnation thereby; and stumble and fall, 
when the storms descend, and the winds 
blow, and the rains descend, and beat upon 
their house."-B. C. 87: 2. 

Webster defines oracles to ba commu
n~cations, revelations, or messages deliv
ered by God to prophets. We see by 
this that the oracles or revelations con
tained in the Book of Covenants were 
given by God to his prophet for the 
church, and that the church was ad
monished to beware and not treat 
them lightly, lest they stumble and fall, 
etc. This does not allow, as the manner 
of some is, to -say, "I will receive this 
revelation, for I believe it of God, but 
this I will not receive, for it savors of 
man." If this course should, be allowed, 
where would we land? One would re
fuse one revelation because it did not 
comport with his ideas of right, and an
other would refuse another revelation 
because it did not comport with his 
ideas of right, etc., etc., and thus confu
sion would reign and chaos predominate. 
One of the purposes for which the book 
of commandments or revelations was 
given, was that inasmuch as God's ser-
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vants erred it might be made known. 
We conceive that those who teach that 
Zion can be moved out of her place, or 
can be in any other place than that 
which the Lord has appointed, do great
ly err; and in proof of this position, 
shall search the revelations of God, for 
we are commanded so to do, and are told 
that they are true and faithful, and that 
the prophesies and promises in them shall 
all be fulfilled. This language is repeat
ed by the Lord no less than three times 
in his preface to the book of command
ments, which goes to prove to us that 
the Lord is in earnest and has estab
lished in his mind to bring about his 
great decree. 

I have before me the fifth volume of 
the Tirrles and Seasons, in which is con
tained a portion of the history of Joseph 
the martyr; and in which a history of 
the revelations given to him occur in 
their order; and a statement of the cir
cumstances which instituted enquiry of 
the Lord, producing the revelations, are 
given. Joseph, in his history, Times 
and Seasons, vol. 5, page 401, says: 

"Upon enquiry how the brethren should 
act in regard to purchasing lands to settle 
upon, and where they should finally make a 
permanent location, I received the following 
revelation given at Kirtland, March 1831." 

We select portions having a direct 
bearing on the point at issue, not de
siriDg to be prolix, or tedious. The 
Lord admonishes the saints to use their 
means to purchase land for an inherit
ance, even the city, and then says : 

"The place is not yet to ,be revealed, but 
after your brethren come from the east, there 
are to be certain men appointed, and to them 
it shall be given to know the place, or to 
iliem it shall be revealed," etc. 

We have made this quotation to show 
that a permanent location for the saints to 
gather to was sought after, and enquiry 
made oft he Lord with regard to it, and he, 
instead of telling his servant he was mis
taken in seeking a permanent location, 
told him that the the place was not yet 
to be revealed, but would be before long, 
and then their families should be gath
ered thereto. In the same volume, ( T. 
&; S.) page 34, Joseph in his history 
says: 

"On the 19th of June, in company with. 
Sidney Rigdon, Martin Harris, Edward' 
Partridge, W. W. Phelps, Joseph Coe, A. s,, 
Gilbert and his wife, I started from Kirt• 
land, Ohio, for the lan<l of Missouri, agree
able to the commandment before received;· 
wherein it was promised that if we were· 
faithful the land of our inheritance, even . 
the place ~f the New Jerusalem should be··· 
revealed." 

After repeating over the various stages-
of the journey, together with severaYin
cidents of the same, and arrival in Mis· 
souri, and while contrasting the state of·· 
society with what they had left in Ohio,.. 
he exclaimed in the language of the 
prophets, "When will the wilderness 
blossom as the rose ? When will Zion 
be built in her glory, and where will thy-
temple stand, unto which all nations shalD 
come in the last days ?" He says, "Our 
anxiety was soon relieved by the following· 
revelation given in Zion, in July, 1831:. 

"Hearken, 0 ye elders of my church, saith. 
the Lord your God0 who have assembled; 
yourselves together, according to my com~
mandments, in this land whiC'h rs the land' 
of Missouri, which is the land which I have· 
appointed and consecrated for the gathering of · 
the saints, wherefore this is the land of· 
promise, and the place for the city of Zion. 
And thus saith the Lord your God, if you· 
will receive wisdom, here is wisdom. Be
hold the place which is now ealled Inde
pendence, is the center place, and the spot 
for the temple is lying westward upon a lot.' 
which is not far from the court-house." 

We find from the foregoing that the 
Lord promised the saints, if faithful, the 
place of their inheritance, even the place · 
where the New Jerusalem should stand, 
should be revealed. 

What does this language prove? To 
the mind of the writer it proves this, 
that the J_,ord had decreed the place of 
the land of Zion, and the place where 
the city and the temple should be built 
before he had revealed it to the saints; 
whether he had decreed it from the be
ginning of creation or some little time 
before revealment it matters not. It 
was a determined fact, the location of 
Zion, in the mind of Jehovah, no matter 
whether the saints at that time were 
faithful or not, it could not change tb:e,r · 
location; it only depended upon . thy, 
condition of their faithfulness whether 1t 
should be revealed unto them or not. It 
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: is plain that the condition of faithfulness And the day shall come when the nations 
must have been fulfilled, for the Lord did of the earth shall tremble because of her 

·reveal the place for the city· the land and shall fear because of her terrible ones'. 
·of their inheritance; the land of promise; &he Lord hath spoken it." ' 
·the center place, and the spot where the We perceive that the Lord hath de
·temple should be built unto which all clared that his word, with regard to the 
··nations should come in the last days. saints obtaining an inheritance in the 
and he declares that he had decreed ded~ land of Zion (that land which had al-
icated, appointed, and consecrated that rea~y been ~evealed as a permanent lo

qand as a gathering place for his saints. cation for his people), should not fail 
No particular number of the saints but inti?lates that before that is fully 

were designated as the favored few who accomplished there would some time 
.were to gather to that land, but it was to elapse in the sentence "but all things 
"be the gathering place of his saints No must come to pass in their time·" and 
matter if a portion of them should he says (at the time the revelati~n was 
throui;;h their transgressions when gath: given), "ye are laying the foitndation of 
ered, mcur the displeasure of Almighty a great worlc." 
God so as to be driven from the land. But he has decreed that Zion shall 
It does not hinder the balance of his flourish; the glory of the Lord be upon 

·saints, if faithful, or those who have been her.; shall come unto her out of every 
cast out if they repent, from being nation under heaven; the nations of the 
gathered to that place in the own due earth tremble because of her, and fear 
time of the Lord. Neither does the because of her terrible ones. This de-

· casting out of the unfaithful from that cl~ration of the Lord concerning these 
land, for their transgressions, have the thmgs that should take place upon this 
··effect to cause that land of promise to land of Zion was given in 1831 and to 
cease to be what God had decreed it to this day it remains to be fulfill~d · yea 
·be: any more than the casting out of the and his word hath declared shall not 
ch1ldre_n of Israel from the promised land fail. I am well aware that many of my 

·(established by God to them) for their brethren would deny that Zion in the 
disobedience, should cause that land to last quotation means the land of Zion 
-cease to be still the land of promise to be?~use it is said in the 82d sec. (old 
which the faithful of the house of rs:ael ed1t10n) Book of Covenants, "This is Zi
can gather, in the Lord's way and his on the pure in heart." I am free to 
,own due time. ~dmit that t~e primary definition of Zion 

Still confirming and establishing the 18 the pure m heart, but it does not fol
permanency of the location of Zion we low as a consequence that wherever Zi
find the following in a revelation given on is menti?ned, :Without the phrase, the 
in ~irtland, September, 1831, com- land, the CJty bemg attached, that it a1-
mencmg about the middle of the sixth ways means the pure in heart, as the 
paragraph: context frequently shows to the contrary. 

"And the Lord has set you to provide for In t~e co~te:x;t of our last quotation 
his s.aints .in these last days, that they may the Ian ct of Zion is mentioned no less than 
obtarn an rnheritance in Zion; and beloved, three times, twice in the preceding par
I the Lord declare unto you, and my words agraph: "The willing and obedient shall 
:ire sure, and .shall not fail, that they obtain eat the good of the land oif Zion in the 
1t; but all thrngs must come to pass in their 1 d ~ime; wherefore, be not weary in well do- ast ays j and the rebelli~us ~,hall be cut 
mg, for ye are laying the foundation of a off out of the land of Zion, and then 
.great work." the Lord says, "Zion shall flourish "&c. 

so in the eighth paragraph: e~idently a!luding to the land or ~ity of 
r behold I say unto you, that Zion ~Ion: If ~urther proof is necessary it is 
:flourish and the glory of the Lord furmshed lil the sentences: "And there 

I be u. pon her, and she shall be an en-1 shall come unto her out of every nation 
n unto the people; and there shall come under heaven * * * and the nations of 
to her out of every nation under heaven. the earth shall tremble because of her· 
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and shall fear because of her terrible 
ones." We have seen that they who 
come unto her out of every nation, must 
be willing and obedient in order to stay 
and eat the good of the land and the 
rebellious are to be cast out. 'It follows 
then that those who gather unto Zion, 
are the people of God who inhabit the 
land. Query: Can the inhabitants of 
'Zion be the Zion they inhabit? Clear
ly an impossibility l Who are the "ter
rible ones" spoken of? In sec. 15, par. 
13 (old edition) B. of C. it reads "And 
it shall be said among the wick~d, Let 
us not go up to battle against Zion for 
the inhabitants of Zion are terrible." 
If the inhabitants of Zion are the "ter
rible ones," it follows as before stated · 
that the inhabitants of a land cannot be 
~h~ land they inhabit, and consequently 
lt IS the land of Zion that is inhabited 
by these terrible ones that are spoken 
of in this connection. 

We will now quote from a revelation 
given in December, 1833. It was given 
after the .sain~ had dwelt upon the 
land of Zion, rn Jackson county and 

· had been cast out of the land of 'their 
inheritances by mob violence, which was 
suffered to come upon them for their 
transgressions. It is declared by the 
Lord that they polluted their inheritan
ces by having jarrings, contentions en
vyings, strife, and lustful and cove'tous 
desires among them. Yet he says "in 
the day of wrath I will remember mer
cy," and further says: 

"I have sworn and the decree hath gone 
forth by a former commandment which I 
have given unto you, that I would let fall 
the sword of my indignation ; and even as 
I have said so shall it come to pass. Mine 
indignation is soon to be poured o:it with
out measure upon all nations, and this will 
I do ~hen the cup of their iniquity is full. 
And m that day all who are found upon 
their watch- tower, or in other words all 
mine Israel shall be saved. And they that 
have been scattered shall be gathered; and 
all they who have mourned shall be com
f?rted; and all they who have given their 
hves for my name shall be crowned. There
fore let your hearts be comforted concern
ing Zion; for all flesh is in mine hands· be 
sttll and know that I am God. Z.ion ;hall 
not be moved out of her place, notwithstand
ing h_er children are scattered; they that 
ret!)arn and are pure in heart., shall return 

an~ co~e to their inheritances, they and' 
their children ":'ith everlasting joy, to build· 
up the waste places. And all these things. 
that the prophets might be fulfilled." · 

We find the saints scattered and driv-
en from the land of their inheritance 
even Zion, because they by their act~: 
had polluted that land; and we also find 
by the word of the Lord in this revela
tion, that they were to remain in a scat
tered condition and not be gathered baclc 
to Zion until the indignation of the Lord. 
was poured upon all nations, and untilJ 
the da!' should. co~e when they who . 
had given their hves for His name. 
should be crowned; which time is still! 
in the future, as the careful reader will 
find. God's indignation has not been 
po~re~ ~ut .upon all nations, the cup of· 
their imqmty not being yet full; and 
the day spoken of when this shall take· 
place, and the dead who had given their 
lives for his name sbould be crowned 
(the day here spoken ef is understood by 
Latter Day Saints to mean the time or 
tim~s when these th~ngs shall traspire). 
remmds us of the time of our Savior's. 
coming., and harmonizes with the saying 
of David, "When the Lord shall build· 
up Zion, he shall appear in his glory."· 
The language of the Lord in this con
nection is, "they that remain and are· 
pure in heart shall return and come to 
their inheritances; they and their chil
dren,'' &c: The phrase, "they that re
main,'' evidently shows that some of the 
scattered ones will die, pass off this stage. 
of action and not remain to be gathered 
back, or t? return; :Which also implies 
that considerable time (according to 
man's mode of computing time) will 
elapse before the remainder return. 

The word "return" signifies that they 
who return have once been to the place 
to which they return. And where were 
they to return to? To the land of their· 
inheritances l And where was that? 
We have seen that the land of Missouri· 
was the land of their inheritances and 
Independence in Jackson county th 
center place, and that land was ca ··. 
by God the land of Zion; and he h 
declared that Zion shall not be ·move 
ou~ of her place, notwithstanding her 
children are scattered. Zion in this. 
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~entence cannot be defined as the pure I 
m heart, for several reasons, the princi- Why Are Not tll&e Sick 1'101•e 
pal one of which we will give: It is im- Frequently Healed? 
possible to make the children of Zion . Beloved Herald :-In your issue of 
that Zion of which they are the children June 15th, 1876, I find an article from 
any mo.re than a child can be the moth~ th~ pen _of Bro. John Richards, upon 
er of itself. And again the pure i"n t h~s. ~UbJect, Now I do not design to 
heart are to return. ·we ask where? cnt1mse the article, but I wish to offer 
To Zion! If Zion in this connection soll'.e addition~! ideas; perhaps follow up 
means the pure in heart then it would / a ddferent tram of thought. 
virtually read: the pure in heart shall . I have asked the above question many 
return to the pure in heart· and thoughts times. Others have done the same and 
would present themselve; of a very Ju- many good and wise reasons are O'iv~n in 
dicrous nature. answer to this query, and amo:g them 

In summing up then, we find from a the reasons of the brother above named. 
careful perusal of the Book of Covenants. Many are striving to profit by those an. 
First, that the Lord in his preface t~ ~we~s. Now in presenting my reasons, 
that book, declared, and decreed that it will be necessary to examine the mode 
the prophecies and promises contained or form of administering to the sick : 
therein should all be fulfilled. Second One of the saints is taken sick· and 
that he predicted throuo-h his servant' in compliance with the scriptur~ and 
that a permanent' locati~n for a gather~ according to his faith in the ordi~ance 
ing place for his saints should be made of the gospel, he calls for the elders to 
known, even the land of their inherit- a~rnini_st~r to him. They anoint him 
ance, t~he land. of promise, &c. Third, with 011 m t_he name of the. Lord, and 
accordmg to his word he made it known. then lay their hands upon hrn head and 
described the land and the yery cente; pray to the Father in the name of his 
spot. Fourth, that his word shall not only begotten Son, to bless, and to re
fail; that Zion shall not be moved out b1;1ke the disease that is preying upon 
of her place; or in other words, cease to him, and "t~ let the blessing of health 
be the land of Zion that thouah the return to thrn our brother, and we seal 
saints had polluted 'their inheritances this bl~ssi_ng upon ~you in the name of 
and as a consequence were driven there- Jesus Christ. And It shall be unto you 
from, yet _after much tribulation, they according ~o your faith,''. or "be it unto 
that remam and are pure in heart shall youT acco~drng .to ;:our faith." 
reti;irn.to th.eland of his appointing for N,cw, 1s. t_hrn right_? Let i:s see in 
their mhentance even Zion. and all wha" cond1t10n the sick man 1s to ex-

h 
' ) • f'"h T h w o take a contrary view, we conceive ~rcise a1t · .tn t e first place, sickness 

do not agree with the word of God, and is the result of transgressing some of the 
have erred and have need to read the laws of God _(or of nature, which is tho 
prophecies and promises contained in same), and it matters not whether we 
the B. of C., that they may be acquaint-1 ~ransgre~s t]:10se laws intentionally or 
eel with their error according to the' ignorantl_:i:, tile result, not the sin, is tho 
book. , same. We step upon a rattlesnake and 

May we ever remember the lesson I are bitten. Does the resuit depend upon 
that it is the pure in heart who will b~ I whether we did it intentionally or not ? 
permitted to be O'athered back to the A brother is taken sick and sends for 
l~nd of God's app~inting, in his own due j the ~Ider, or ~lders; and, while they are 
time, and strive to live in holy places prayrng for him, he, in compliance with 

living holy lives and making thos~ B_ro. p.,~chard~' dream, begins to examine 
es holy thereby, so that we may be himself, and ne :finds t~at h: has violated 

. dy when the word shall come through son:e ?f the law:s of his bemg, and that 
is servant for us to gather to that Zion he IS Justly_ 12aym~ the forfeit. Now in 

we have been so long looking for. what cond1t10n is he to hear and be 
E. s. benefitted by the closing words of their 
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prayer, "Be it unto you according to 
your faith.'' He knows that be bas 
sinned, even though he did it ignorantly 
at the time. Nay, he may still be un
able to tell how and wherein he sinned. 
Yet he knows that bis sickness is the re
sult of his infringing upon. some of the 
laws of his being. Perhaps it might 
have been unavoidable, and beyond his 
control or power to prevent, yet the re
sult is the same. 

Now, let us see how it is with the el .. 
ders. They are, or should be, the ser
vants of the ever living God. It is 
claimed that it was said to the priest
hood, and not to the laity: "They shall 
lay hands on the sick and they shall re. 
cover.'' Is it not reasonable to suppose 
that God would bestow power upon the 
officers of his kingdom that he would 
not upon the laity? Where is their 
power? let me ask, or in what does it 
consist, if it is to be unto me according 
to my faith? I call upon them because I 
lack faith. Not because I lack faith in 
the gospel, nor because I lack faith in 
any of the ordinances of the Lord's 
house; but because I am not in a con
dition to exercise faith for myself. I 
am only in a condition to lament and 
mourn my own short comings. 

The promise is unto me as well as to 
the elders, that if I have faith as a grain 
of mustard seed I shall receive. Why 
have I not faith? Because I have sin
ned. Sin is the transgression of the law. 
The violation of the law brings punish
ment and pain, and places me in an un
favorable condition to exercise unshaken 
faith. I am, therefore, under the neces
sity of sending for the elders to admin
ister to me. If I had unshaken faith 
and confidence I could be healed through 
my own faith and prayers. I have been 
thus healed. Others have been healed 
in the same way, but it is not often. St. 
James says: 

"Is any sick among you? Let him call 
for the elders of the church; and let them 
p-ray over him, anointing him with oil, in 
the name of the Lord; and the prayer of 
faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up; and if he has committed sins 
they shall be forgiven him." 

Whose prayer of faith shall save the 

sick? (For it is presumed that the sick 
man is praying, mentally, with all the 
faith that he can muster). Is it the eld
ers' prayer of faith, or the sick man's? 
If the sick man is healed, is it according 
to his faith, or is it according to the 
faith of the servants of God, who are not 
under the ban of his displeasure? 

Many of your readers will remember 
when the General Conference was held 
at Amboy, and Br. Joseph Smith took 
his place in the church, that Br. Israel 
L. Rogers was expected to be there, and 
that he started for Amboy, but was tak
en sick and bad to return home and go 
to bed. He sent word to the conference 
that he was sick and could not attend. 
What did the brethren do? They went 
to prayiI!g to the Lord for brother Ro
gers. They prayed in faith, and the 
kind Father of all mercies beard them 
and granted their petitions. Thank and 
praise his holy name. Now it was not 
Br. Rogers' faith that brought the bless
ing. It was not according to his faith; 
for his faith was that he was sick and 
could not go; but the result was that he 
got up from bis bed, and told his family 
tbat he was healed, and he went to con
ference. 

Let me here relate a case of healing, 
that was told to me by a brother, only a 
short time ago. This brother was very 
sick and sent for Bro. George Rarick 
to administer to him. He came and did 
so without any apparent benefit. I think 
the brother made nee of these words 
after the elder had administered to him : 
"I thought in my soul, brother, I should 
die, I never was so sick in all my life." 
Bro. Rarick went out and was gone 
some time. When he returned to the 
house, he went up to the sick brother 
and said, "In the name of Jes us Christ, 
brothrr," calling him by name, "you 
shall live and get well." Was this ac
cording to the sick brother's faith, or had 
there been some of that wrestling in 
prayer going on out-doors, such as was 
had in Amboy, in Bro. Roger's case?" 

Let me here relate a case of healing, 
that occurred, in which I was an actor. 
(Now I do not relate this case to boast 
what I have done, nor because I was 
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one of the actors. God forbid. But goodly degree of his Spirit, and with 
because the subject I am treating de- liberty in speaking and faith in prayer, 
mands it; truth demands it.) I was being an elder at that time. 
sent for by a very sick brotheer, to ad- . . .. 
ministertohim. His son, with whom he I "'."e ,were des1gmng to atoend the 
was living, not belonging to the church I April C?nference .at Zarahemla, and Fa
and not having any faith in the ordi- ther Smith had hire.d a i;nan. to carry us 
nance, as his father was so very sick, was there, and bad paid him m advance. 
determined to have the doctor, and, con- Two ~veeks before we ~ere. to start the 
trary to his father's wish, sent for the man mformed us that his mrcum~tances 
doctor. It was late at night, when I were such that he could not go with us. 
was sent for, but I arose and went with It was necessary ~hat we shonl~ attend 
the messenger who had come for me. I ?onference, especially Bro. ~m1th; and 
had two miles to go. If ever I prayed to it had been revealed to him tlat he 
the Lord I did that nio-ht while I was would attend that conference. The day 
walking ~n the road. th~t he would give came .for u~ to start, b~t he was taken 
me his Spirit, and give me faith in his very srnk with the pleurisy .a day or two 
promises. The doctor had got there just before we were to start. His health had 
ahead of me. and he gave him some med- been poor for. some tim~, and he was 
icine, and left some more, with his order very feeble, bemg near]-! sixty years old. 
how to take it and left promisino- to He got no rest the mght be~or~ an.d 

th ' ' • " could eat no breakfast. the pam m his come on e morrow. . . ld h . side berng so severe. He to me t at 
After ~he doctor had ~~ne the s:ck it was impossible for him to go with me 

brother wrnhed me to admm1ster to him. as he was 80 sick and that he had no 
The most of his children belonged to the means of going, o~ly to go on foot. I 
church, and I called th~ house to order said that it did indeed look discouraging, 
and talked to them, tellrng them that we but what are you o-oing to do with the 
must all humble our.selve~ .before the prophecy you made"a few days ago. He 
Lord and try t.o get.his Spmt, .and ~hat replied that he did not know, but that 
we mu~t exercise faith for and m benalf he knew that the prophecy was given by 
o~ their father, .that God would spare the Spirit of God, and would be fulfilled. 
him t? them a httle longer. We then J3y his request we took a walk into the 
knelt m prayer to. our heave?ll Fathe~·, grove; and there, where no eye could 
and I had much liberty. R1smg, I laid see save Him whom we souaht. we 
my hands on his head (we had no oil), made our wants known. After"' w~ had 
and prayed for h~m again, in much faith. both prayed, he requested me to lay 
In a very short tune ~fter, ~e threw up hands on him, which I did, and he arose 
what the doctor h~~ given him and took to his feet, and clapped his hands togeth·· 
n?ne of the med1cme he had 1e'.t for er and shouted praise to God, and 8aid 
h~m; but sent word the next m.ornmg to that he was going to conference with me. 
him that he should n.ot need his attend- He continued praisini:?; the Lord till we 
ance any more. This man was Aaron got to the house. He called for food, 
Smith, my father-in-law. and ate heartily, for him. Then he told 

I will relate one circumstance more his family that he was going with me to 
that occurred, between him and me. I conference. They tried to prevail on 
wish to relate it that those who read mav him not to go, knowing how very sick 
know why I so firmly believe in what the he had been, but he would :not listen to 
world calls Mormonism. It was about them. It was about nine o'clock when 

e first of April, 1855, and about seven we started, and it was one hundred miles 
ths after the events last narrated. to Zarahemla; but we got there before 
had preached together a good deal sundown on the third day, and walked 

the vicinity of Burlington, Wisconsin. every step of the way, with roads none 
was trying to live as near to the Lord of the best, it being the first of April. 

s I knew how, and was blessed wit,h a I The above is as great a display of the 
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power of God, in the gift of healing, as 
it has ever fallen to my lot to witness. 
And it it strictly true in every particu
lar. Again let me say, that it was not 
to boast of my faith, .nor that the kind 
Father has at times heard and granted 
my prayers in behalf of the sick, that 
induced me to write the same; but be
cause they are strictly true, and I be
lieve that they should be spread upon 
your pages, for the benefit and encour
agement of others. Yes; let us tell the 
great things God has done, and is still 
doing for his people; but let us not take 
the honor to ourselves, nor boast, save 
in Christ our Lord, and in his most glo
rious cause. 

I have been somewhat lengthy in nar
rating some of these events, but I could 
not otherwise do justice to the same; 
and in concluding this subject, let me 
use a figure, or a p:11'able, if you please,: 
We will suppose a son to be under the 
displeasure of his father. He has, wil
fully or not, violated his father's laws, 
or commandments; and he is called to 
account for the same, and pleads guilty. 
He sees the rod of chastisement ready 
to fall upon him; he knows that he has 
done wrong and is guilty, and that he 
justly merits his father's displeasure. 

Now with what degree of boldness 
and confidence can he plead with hi11 
father, to pardon him and withdraw the 
punishment? But let ·some true friend, 
the mother for instance, come forward 
and say, Father, do spare your child, 
and please to forgive John this time. 
Note the faith-the confidence-with 
which she pleads; yes, and w bile she is 
pleading you can see the tears in that 
boy's eyes as plainly as you can see them 
trickle down that sick brother's cheeks, 
when the elders are administering to 
him. She does not plead with that 
father and tell John that it shall be un
to him according to his faith. No ; she 
pleads with her own faith. True, the 
hoy has faith when he sees his mother 
pleading so earnestly for him; but it is 
mixed with doubts and fears, the same 
as it was with one of old, when he said, 
with tears in his eyes, "I do believe, 
Lord help thou mine unbelief." 

This is what the sick brother and sis
ter want when they C'all for the elders to 
administer to them. They want the 
elders to exercise unshaken confidence 
and faith for them; and rather, we say, 
let the prayer be, "0, Lord, we ask thee 
to seal these blessings upon this our 
brother ·according to our united faith," 
(rather than his faith alone), "and ac
cording to thy promise unto us, that we 
should lay hands on the sick and they 
shall recover." 

D.ear Herald; I have not written this 
article in a fault-finding spirit, nor with 
a view to criticise the articles or actions 
of any upon this subject; but I have 
written my candid views, hoping that 
they may give offence to none. 

W.R. CALHOON. 

A Dream. 
I dreamed that I was traveling with 

my husband and a stranger we met. He 
pointed us to a large house on a hill, 
telling us that we could get lodging 
there. So we went to the house, pass
ing by an old one that had been attach
ed to the large house, but which was 
now removed far from it. "VV e found 
the house divided into rooms, and I be
gan to pass through them to find one 
that would suit me, but the most of them 
were dirty, I kept seeking, yet expect
ing all the time to find the back door; 
but I found there was no end to the 
house, as far as I could see; and be
yond that I thought there were still 
rooms attached to the house, so I se
lected a room and began to sweep it. I 
then found all kinds of jewelry and pre
cious stones, and I carried them to the 
owner of the house, but he gave them 
all back to me. I began to look over 
the rooms again, and found some of them 
very clean-every thing in perfect or
der; others had previously been just like 
them, but now seemed to have become 
neglected and very dirty. Some dresses 
and other old clothing was thrown down 
in every one of these rooms that I ' 
ed in, and there were some of the 
and jewelry worn in them. Th 
that owned the house was going to 
the house all cleaned up, and allse 
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ord~r, and then hav~ a great supper. 
May we have the Holy Spirit to discern 
our spiritual dreams and understand 
them, is my prayer. 

BETTIE R. SMITH. 

The Authenticity of the Bible. 
Bro. Stebbins :-Having read an ar

ticle in the Herald, entitled "The Past 
and Present," there arose in my mind 
several objections that I could not re
move, and questions I could not answer, 
that should be, ere I could accept the 
propositions as having been established, 
which are there supposed to be proved; 
and, as investigation but confirmed the 
objections, I concluded to send you my 
views; and if they are thought worthy 
a place in your columns, and a reply to 
them, I might be shown where I am in 
error. 

In "The Past and Present" these three 
propositions are supposed to be proven 
(see Herald, Jan. 15th, 1875, page 47): 

First, The Jewish history contained 
in the Bible was not, as a whole written 
by inspiration. Second, It was not 
written by any whose nameA are a guar
antee of its truthfulness as a whole. 
Third, It was not, in the main,, written 
by the actors in the events recorded, or 
by any who were contemporaneous with 
them. 

The greater portion of the papers are 
employed in endeavoring to establish the 
second and third propositions. In :reply 
to the third proposition, we ask, What 
then? If it really was not written by 
the actors in the events recorded, are the 
:records of the events therefore necessa
rily untrue? Let us illustrate. In B. 
C .. sec. 22 (also I. T.) is a revelation 
written by Joseph Smith, who was not 
an actor in the events recorded, nor con
temporaneous with any who were; but is 
this revelation therefore untrue or unin
spired? 

In reference to the second proposition, 
it seems that placing the names to these 

ks did not imply authorship. Again, 
an's name ought to be a sufficient 

tee to any other man of the truth
foess of any principle in which salva
on is concerned. The first proposition 

is, "The Jewish history as a whole was 
not written by inspiration." And in 
Herald, Nov. 15th, 1874, page 676", it 
is stated : ''Is not the chief and indis
pensible evidence of inspiration in any 
book, or writing, its internal?" We an
swer, No, not when this statement is ap
plied to the Jewish record. 

The reasons are these, quoting from: 
the Book of Mormon, 1Nephi3 : 39, 40: 

"He [the angel] said, unto me, The book 
that thou behold est, is a record of the Jews, 
which contains the covenants of the Lord 
which he hath m~de unto the house of Israel; 
* * * wherefore they are of great worth un
to the Gentiles. * * * Wherefore, these 
things go forth from the Jews in purity, 
unto the Gentiles, according to the truth 
which is of God : and after they go forth by 
the hand of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, 
from the Jews unto the Gentiles, thou seest 
the foundation of a great and abominable 
church, "' * * for behold they have taken 
away from the gospel of the Lamb, many 
parts which are plain and most precious; 
and also many covenants of the Lord have 
they taken away. * * * Because of these 
things which are taken away out of the 
gospel of the Lamb, an exceeding great 
many do stumble." 

And in this state, it goes forth unto 
the remnant of the seed of my brethren. 
Therefore, if many plain and precious 
parts are taken away, and also many 
covenants of the Lord, it certainly is not 
legitimate to condemn what is left, be
cause of apparent inconsistencies; more 
especially as in the present case we are 
promised books which will convince us 
(if we are of the seed of Lehi, or Jews, 
or Gentiles) that the records of the Jews 
are true, as see same book and chapter, 
par. 42. 

"And after it had come forth unto them, 
I beheld other books, which came forth by 
the power of the Lamb, from the Gentiles 
unto them, unto the convincing of the Gen
tiles, and the remenant of the seed of mv 
brethren, and also the Jews, who were scat
tered upon all the face of the earth, that 
the records of the prop bets and of the twelve 
apostles of the IAtmb are true." 

I know that some suppose that these 
other books, which are to convince these 
nations of the truthfulness of the records, 
have already come as the Book of Mor
mon and Doctrine and Covenants. If so, 
what is proven? They both testify that 
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the record is true; and if any are not 
convinced by them that the record is 
true, either the Book of Mormon is not 
correct, or such persons are not of these 
nations. 

Perhaps the records spoken of in 1 Ne
phi 1 : 46, "The brass plates containing 
the five boolcs of Moses, * * * also a rec
ord of the Jews from the beginning, 
even down to the commencement of the 
reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah," are 
the ones to come forth unto the convinc
ing some of the truth of the Jewish record. 

If the record is true, how account for 
the unreasonable and abominable acts 
there stated as having been approved of 
by the Lord? When "many covenants 
of the Lord" are restored, we will acquit 
the record of teaching us that God is a 
cruel robber or murderer. But, that the 
Lord commanded his people anciently, 
under certain circumstances, to slay their 
enemies cannot be doubted for a moment 
by any Latter Day Saint; for we read, 
in B. C. 95 : 6 : 

"This is the Jaw that I gave unto mine 
ancients, that they should not go out. unto 
battle against any nation, kindred, tongue, 
or people, save I, the Lord, commanded 
them. And if any nation tongue or people 
should proclaim war against them, they 
should first raise up a standard of peace un
to that people, nation, or tongue, and if that 
people did not accept the offering of peace, 
neither the second nor the third time, they 
should bring these testimonies before the 
Lord; then I, the Lord, would give unto 
them a commandment, and justify them in 
going out to batt.Je against that nation, 
tongue, or people, and I, the Lord, wonld 
fight their battles, and their children's bat
tles, and their children's children, until they 
had avenged themselves on all their ene
mies, to the third and fourth generation." 

From these words we see that the 
Lord commanded his people anciently to 
go out to battle against their enemies ; 
and no doubt when the "many covenants 
of the Lord" are restored to the Jewish 
record we will be amply able to see the 
justice as well as the mercy of God dis
played therein. Therefore. because these 
are not yet restored,. I believe it is in
correct to condemn the Bible by its in
ternal evidences. The Sanhedrim of 
the present, with all the powers attrib-

• uted to the ancient Jewish Sanhedrim, 

have affirmed the Doctrine and Cove
nants to be the voice of the Lord to this 
people, also the Book of Mormon to be 
true. 

In the Doctrine and Covenants it is 
stated that the Lord calls the Bible "my 
Scriptures," "my Holy Scriptures,'' etc. 
If the Record of the Jews is a record of 
robbers, murders and incendiaries, is it 
a holy boek? is it God's Scriptures? 

Again, in the preface to the Inspired 
Translation it is said : 

"This work is given to the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and to the 
public in pursuance of the commandment of 
God." 

Would God · comma,nd a record to be 
taught to every nation on earth, as his 
record, which was false in its statements, 
and conveyed ideas exactly opposite to 
the truth, and yet give no clue whereby 
we may understand his dealings with 
men? 

"Inspiration must tell a reasonable 
story, addressing reasonable creatures." 

As we find the Book of Mormon, Doc
trine and Covenants, and the Sanhedrim 
of the present, agree in confirming the 
truthfulness of the Jewish Record, should 
not we be satisfied to wait until the other 
books come forth, which are to convince 
us tha.t the record is true (not false), be
fore passing sentence of condemnation 
upon that portion which we have. 

DAVID EDMUND. 

,Colds. 
Avoid extremes of temperature. You 

will see sedentary men sitting in a room 
for hours with a fire which brings the 
temperature up to seventy degrees, and 
then for hours more with the fire nearly 
out and the temperature at fifty-two de~ 
grees, or lower. A sudden fall of 
eighteen degrees will kill off men of low 
vitality in hundreds; will give, perhaps, 
a third of mankind a "touch of the liver," 
and will inflict on half the remainder an 
"influenza" nearly as annoying and al
most as dangerous as fever. But few 
persons are mindful of these matters 
long its they are indoors. 

In making our arrangements to live, we 
should.never forget that we have also to die. 
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THE following, sent us from California, by 
President Joseph Smith, for publication, is 
a. reprint from the Millennial Star, vol. 6, 
pages 140-142, and was formerly published 
:i:n the Nauvoo Neighbor. If nothing more, 
it is at least a curiosity. Read and reflect. 

A VISION. 

ONE HUNDRED YEARS HENCE.·-1845-1945. 

God, through his servants the proph
ets, .has given all men a clue to the 
fut_nre. In view of this we were cogi
tatmg upon our bed the other night 
what would be the s.tate of the world a 
hundred years hence. In quick suc
cession the events and periods which 
have filled up nearly six thousand years 
passed before our mind's eyes, together 
with the accompanying "thus saith the 
Lord, I will destroy the earth with a 
flood after one hundred and twenty 
years. There shall be seven years of 
plenty and seven years of famine in 
Egypt. Israel shall be held captive in 
Babylon till the earth enjoys her Sab
bath seventy years;" and then came 
Daniel's numbers and the exact time 
when the Saviour should be born, his 
crucifixion and second coming. 

While we were thus looking over the 
"has beens," we fell into a deep sleep 
and the angel of our presence came to 
the bedside and gently said, "Arise!" 
Now, it mattereth ·not whether we were 
in the body or out of it; asleep or awake· 
on earth or in heaven; or upon the wat~ 
er or in the air; the sum of the matter 
is like this: 

Our guide, for such we shall call the 
angel or being that conveyed us, soon 
brought us in sight of a beautiful city. 

As we were nearing the city a "pillar 
of fire," seemingly over the most splen
did building, lit the city and country 
for a great distance around, and as we 
came by, "THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD 
IN ZION," in letters of a pure language, 
and sparkling like diamonds, disclosed 

here we were. Our guide went round 
e city in order to give us a chance to 
unt the towers;" and, as it was nearly 

sunrise, he conducted us into one, that 
we might have a fair chance to view the 

glory of Zion by daylight. We seemed 
to be swallowed up in sublimity! The 
"pillar of fire,'' as the sun rose majes
tically, mellowed into a "white cloud" 
as a shade for the city from heat. The 
dwellings so brilliant by night had the 
appearance of "precious stones" and the 
streets glittered like gold, and we mar
veled. "Marvel not," said our guide 
"this is the fulfillment of the words 
Isaiah-'For brass I will bring gold, and 
for iron I will bring silver, and for wood 
brass and for stones iron: I will also 
make thine officers peace and thine ex
actors righteousness." 

Now the eyes of our understanding 
,began to be quickened, and we learned 
that we were one hundred years ahead 
of"common life," and we glorified. The 
veil that hides our view from the glory 
of the upper deep had been taken away, 
and all things appeared to us as to the 
Lord. The great earthquake mentioned 
by John, and other prophets before him, 
had leveled the mountains over the 
whole earth, the sea had rolled back, as 
it was in the beginning, the crooked was 
made straight and the rough places plain. 
The earth yielded her increase and the 
knowledge of God exalted man to the 
society of resurrected beings. 

The melody and prayers of the morn
ing in Zion showed that the "Lord was 
there" and truly so; for, after breakfast 
the chariot of Jes us Christ was mad~ 
ready for a pleasure ride; and the chari
ots of his "hundred and forty-four thou
sand" glittered in the retinue of "earth's 
greatest and best," so gloriously that the 
show exhibited the splendor of gods, 
whose Father's name they bore on the 
front of their crowns. 

Our curiosity excited us to inquire 
what day they celebrated. To which 
t.he guide replied, "This is the Feast
day of the Lord to JosEPH AND HYRUM 
SMITH, for being martyred for the truth, 
held yearly on the seventh day of the 
fourth month throughout an the tribes 
of Israel!" 

Flesh and blood cannot comprehend 
the greatness of the scene: the worthy 
of the earth with Adam at their head; 
the martyrs of the different dispensations 
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with Abel at their head; and honorable 
men from other worlds, composed an 
assembly of majesty, dignity and divinity 
so much above the little pageantry of 
man in his self-made greatness, that we 
almost forgot that mortals ever enjoyed 
anything more than misery in all the 
pomp and circumstance of man's power 
ove1· man. This was a feast-day for 
truth! This was the reward for integ
rity ! This was the triumph of "kings 
and priests" unto God, and was a holiday 
of eternity! Who could be happier than 
he who was among the holy throng? 
No one. And away we rode out of Zion 
among her stakes. 

At the first city out we found the 
same spirit-ALL WERE ONE. While 
there the following news by post came 
from the east. It was read from one of 
the papers just published that morniEg: 

"ln digging for the foundation of our new 
Temple in the one hundred and twenty 
fourth city of Joseph, near where it is sup
posed the city of New York once stood, a 
large square stone was taken from the ruins 
of some building, which, by a seam in it, 
indicated more than mere stone. The seam 
being opened, disclosed a lead box about six 
by eight inches square. In this box was 
soon found several daily papers of its time, 
together with some coin of the old govern
ment of the United States. It will be rec
ollected that all the inhabitants of this city 
which were spared from ca!Bmity, were 
'slung out when the earth was turned up
side down,' some forty or fifty years ago, 
for their wickedness." 

The account of fires in one of these 
papers was truly lamentable, destroying 
as the paper said more than twenty-five 
million worth of property in about three 
months. Each contained: a large num
ber of murders, suicides, riots, robberies 
and hints of war expected, with columns 
of divisions among the sectarian churches 
about "slavery, Onderdonking and the 
right way." The archer of paradise re
marked, as these horrors of old times 
were being re&d, that "all that was 
transacted in the last days of Babylon, 
before Satan was bound." 

Joseph Smith said, ''Lord, we will put 
these papers and coin in the repository 
of relics and curiosities of Satan's king
dom of the old world;" which was 
agreed to by all after exhibiting the coin. 

The silver .coin contained the words, 
"United States of America" and "half 
dollar" round the image of. an eagle on 
one side, and a woman sitting upon the 
word "LIBERTY" and holding· up a 
night-cap between thirteen stars over 
"1845" on the other. 

The only idea that could be gathered 
from all this was that the government 
had fallen from the splendor of an eagle 
to the pleasure of women, and was hold
ing up the night-cap as a token that the 
only liberty enjoyed then was star light 
liberty, because their deeds were evil. 

Another coin had the appearance of 
gold with "five dollars'.' upon it, but 
upon close. examination it was found to 
be nothing but fine brass. 

While· this was goillg on the Lord 
said "Beware of tlie leaven of old. Let 
us enjoy our day!" 

In a moment this band of brethren 
were off, and what could equal the view? 
No vail, ·no voice; the heavens ·were in 
their glory, and the angels were ascend
ing and descending. The earth was in 
its beauty; the wolves and sheep, the 
calves and lions, the behemoth and the 
buffalo, the child and the serpent en
joyed life without fear, and ALL MEN 
WERE ONE! 

As we were passing to another city, 
amid all thb perfection of the reign of 
Jesus before his ancients gloriously, we 
discovered the fragment of a hewn stone, 
of a lightish blue color, with an abbre
viated word "Mo." and . the figures 
"1838" upon it. To which the "Lion 
of the Lord" exclaimed, "The wicked 
are turned into hell, and forgotten, but 
the righteous ·reign with God in glory," 
and it seemed as if the echo came from 
a redeemed world:...."glor,y." · 

At about two, after five hours' ride 
among the cities and stakes of ZiOn, we 
returned to the capital, to partake of the 
feast of the martyrs. 

The preparation was perfect. A table 
through the grove of Zion, for more than 
three hundred thousand Saints, where 
Jes1ts Ohri"st sat at the head of the 
ers and mothers, sons and daughte 
Israel; was a sight which the worldi> 
Babylon in its best days, never witn 
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«ed. Says Jesus, as every eye turned 
'•upon him, 

Our Father and thine, 
Bless me and mine. Amen. 

After t.he feast (the sentiments, words 
·of wisdom and other touching matters 
were to be published in Zo-ma-rah, or 
Pure News, and are omitted), we stepped 
into the News Room, and the first ar
ticle in the Pure News, which attracted 
our attention was the Minutes of the 
General Conference, held in Zion on the 
14th day of the first month; A. D .. 1945, 
when it was motioned by Joseph Smith 
and seconded by John the Revelator, 
"That forty-eight new cities be laid out 
and builded, this year, in accordance 
with the prophets which have said, 
•Who can number Israel? who can count 
the dust of Jacob? Let him fill the 
earth with cities.' Carried unani
mously." 

Twelve of these cities to be laid out 
beyond eighteen degrees north, for th.e 

· tribes of Reuben, Judah and LeVI. 
· Twelve on the east, at the same dis
tance, for the tribes of Joseph, Benja
min and Dan. Twelve on the south, at 
the same distance, for the tribes of Si
meon, Issachar and Zebulon; and twelve 
on the west, at the same distance, for 
the tribes of Gad, Asher and N apt.hali. 

The paper contained a notice for the 
half-yearly conference, as follows: 

The general half-yearly conference will 
be held at Jerusalem, on the 14th day of 
the seventh month, alternately with the 
yearly conference in Zion. It is proposed 
that the highway cast up between the tw:o 
cities of our God be decorated with frmt 
and shade trees between the cities and 
villages, (which are eighty furlongs apart) 
for the accommodation of wayfaring men of 
Israel. Gabriel has brought from Paradise 
some seeds of fruit and grain which were 
originally in the Garden of Eden, and will 
greatly add to the comfort and convenience 
of man. 

While we were engaged in reading, a 
strain of music from some of the "sweet 

.· singers of Israel" came so mellowly over 
our sensations for a moment, that we 
hardly knew whether the angels or 

. saints of the Millennium were chanting 
a vesper to their Savior. \Ve were so 
delighted with the performance as we 

, saw the "musical chariot" pass, filled 

with young men . and maidens, all in 
white robes, that we only remember the 
following verses: 

"Death and Satan being banished; 
And the •veil' forever vanished; 
All the earth's again replenished; 

And in beauty appears. 
So we'll sing hal!elujah's; 
While we worship our Savior, 
And fill the world with cities, 

Through the 'great thousand years.'" 
Our eye next caught a map, showing 

the earth as it was and is. We were de
lighted with the earth as it is. Four 
rivers headed a little south of Zion, for 
Zion is situated in "the side of the 
north.'' The first river is called "Pas
son," and runs west. The second is 
called "Giau," and runs south. The 
third" is called "Haudakal," and runs 
north. And the fourth is called, "The 
Fraters," and runs east. These four 
rivers divide the earth into four quar
ters, as it was in the days of Adam, and 
with their tributaries give an uninter
rupted water communicat.ion over, the 
face of the world, for in the beginning 
the earth was not called "finished" until 
it was very good for everything. 

By the paper WQ were reading we 
learned that rain was expected in the 
beginning of the seventh month, accord
ing to the law of the Lord, for the 
promise is, "It shall rain moderately in 
the first and seventh months, that the 
ploughman may overtake the reaper.'' 

Contemplating the greatness of the 
earth in its glory, with Jesus Christ for 
her king, president and lawgiver, with 
such wise counselors as Adam, Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, Elijah, Peter and 
Joseph, we were preceptibly led to ex
claim, "Great is the wisdom, great fa 
the glory, and great is the power of man 
with his Maker !-when on a sudden our 
guide came in and said, "You must drink: 
wine with the Lord in his kingdom and 
then return." This we did, and many 
things which we saw are not lawful to 
utter and can only be known as we 
learn~d them, by the assistance of a 
guardian angel. 

When we were ready to return, our 
guide observed: "Perhaps you would 
like to look through the urim and thum-
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mim of God, upon the abominations of 
the world in the day of its sin." "Yes,'' 
was our reply, and he handed us the ho
ly instrument. One look, and the soul 
sickened. Eye hath not seen, ear hath 
not heard, neither hath it entered into 
the heart of man, what folly, corruption 
and abominations are wrought among 
men to gratify the lust of the flesh, the 
Just of t.he eye, and the cunning of the 
devil. But they shall come. 

We returned, and I awoke perfectly 
enamored with the-beauty and glory of 
:Zion to be, as well as the splendor and 
harmony of the "feast of the martyrs;" 
determining in our mind, to give a 
sketch of the TEj_\IPLE wherein Jesus sat 
and reigned with the righteous, when 
there was "not a Canaanite in the land," 
nor anything to hurt or destroy in all 
the holy mountain-when the earth 
should be full of the knowledge of God 
as the waters cover the sea. In short, 
the heavenly reality of one hundred years 
hence. 

Spiritual or Literal. 
Bro. Joseph Smith:-I am yet able 

to move the pen in defense of the truth, 
and to talk some. I write to some .afar 
off, and sometimes get favorable answers, 
.lly chief comfort now, in hope of more. 
light, is in meditating upon what has 
been given. I am now seventy-nine 
years old and cannot stay much longer 
to be taught and to teach. I am feeble 
and my wife too, and we live alone, poor, 
yet have enough to support nature. AH 
I have is out among the poor, and I re
ceive it back in bits. I need not say 
how I would like to do, but intend to do 
right, and to use every one as I like to 
be used. 

I want a little chance in the Herald, 
without being made silly by mistaking 
my sayings. Bro. Derry says, in July 
15, 1876, page 419: "The question pre
sented is this: Did Adam die a spiritu
al death before he died a literal death? 
or, was 'moral' death the sequence of 
the literal death?" Now in no part of 
my piece can such a statement be found, 
nor inferred; therefore it is mischievous 
even if made casually.-Herald, April 

15, 1876, page 233, "Sin, or the effects, 
brought death, literal, into the world, 
and moral death the sequence." And 
then see the simile. Does the first or 
second look much like Br. Derry's state
ments? The exact difference between 
Br. Derry and me is, whether the death 
attached to the transgression as a penal
ty, was a spiritual (moral) or a literal 
death. I say, a literal, he says a spirit
ual, and thinks he has all the authority 
on his side. I know the many sects 
hold to his side, and it is one of the · 
strong holds for U niversalists and Res
torationists. I acknowledge that Adam 
died a moral death, having departed 
from rectitude in the highest sense of· 
the word. In God's. plan all things 
were first spiritual. Adam, though heap
peared as mortal, and was placed under· 
moral government,-spiritual in that it 
was pure, which he transgressed, and 
died a moral death in the series of· 
events, and had to repent and be bap
tized in order to be born of the spirit; 
but he is not reinstated. He has an 
age~cy given again, but he has sin in 
the flesh to war against through life; yet 
if he lived in faith and obedience and· 
died thus, he is promised a glorious 
body. Would Adam after the way or 
in his creation, ever had any more glori
ous body than that with which he was 
created, which was mortal? but in the 
resurrection he is to have an immortal ' 
body, which will far exceed the first. 
But it requires a deep study and a good' 
share of the Spirit to bring to light life -
and death, or light and darkness, as. 
scattered all through the scriptures. 

R. L. YOUNG. 

A Trip to Martha's Viueya1·d. 
Bro. H. A. Stebbins :-Change of oc

cupation having caused me to take up. 
my residence in New Bedford, the fa
mous city of whale oil, and there being 
no branch nearer than Fall River, a dis
tance of fourteen miles, I cannot meet·. 
with the Church every Sunday, and be
ing greatly interested in questions of a, 
religious nature, I thought last Sunday, 
August 27th, that I would take a loolj:;: 
into other fields. 
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It was the great camp meeting day of 
the Methodists, at Martha's Vineyard, to 
which thousands flock every summer 
from all parts of New England; and, 

, thinking that an account of my visit 
' there will be of interest, I will endeavor 
to describe what I saw and heard. 

Leaving New Bedford at nine A. M., 
we steamed through the foaming deep 
for two hours, and arrived at Martha's 
Vineyard. The day was all that could 
be desired, the sun shone in its !lplendor 
and all around in nature, seemed beauti~ 
ful and good, save the multitude who 
crowded the 'deck of the steamer. As I 
stood upon the upper deck and looked 
upon the people below, it seemed like so 
many flames of fire, there being so many 
engaged in cooking their breakfast, some 
a-lso with a fire under their noses · ( ci
gars), and I thought how vain is man 
with his customs and fashions. 

As we hauled 
1 

alongside the wharf 
near the Sea View House, there was a 
rush for the shore, and with my little 
boy by the hand, I started immediately 
for the camp meeting, that being the ob-

ject of my visit. In the distance I be
held a massive tent, under which were 
gathered thousands of people, listening 
to a discourse from Bishop Foster. I 
pushed in near the platform whflre he 
stood, and he was trying to convince 
the doubtful and unbelieving that the 
prophecies had been literally fulfilled 
in the first advent of Christ. I thought 
iB my mind what a pity it is they can
not see their force and power for his 
second appearing. At the close it was 

. announced that "the great Dr. Talmage" 
of Brooklyn, would occupy the stand in 

· the afternoon. 
Waiting the afternoon service I took 

' some food and viewed the appearance of 
the place, but in good season I was at 
the meeting, determined to hear him of 
whom I had heard so much, and I took 

·up my position near the stand. Services 
were opened and the Doctor read the 

, parable of the "five wise and five foolish 
·virgins," making remarks during the 
.reading. The "foolish virgins" were 
'those who connected with the church, 
"professed" Christ, but did not "possess" 

him, and the "coming of the Son of Man" 
was the death of individuals. 

I expected a literary treat, but I was 
disappointed. He took for his text Isa. 
27 : 4, and in a few minutes he was gone 
from it, and his whole speech was inci
dents, anecdotes, experiences and exhor~ 
tations. At times he would soar aloft 
in imaginative language, and come down 
with a thud ;-the righteous being in 
heaven, and the wicked in hell. He is 
to be pitied for preaching a burning 
doctrine. What a contrast between it 
and the loving doctrine of Christ. At 
times he seems to be a pleasing speaker, 
with sudden bursts of enthusiam. He 
related stories of dying ones seeing an
gels, but the statement of the latter day 
angel is rejected by this same people. 
After much persuading several rose for 
prayers, and there was a solemnity per
vading the meeting which. did credit to 
the people who thus met to worship. 

The Vineyard around the camp meet
ing is a beautiful place, some of which 
is graven by man's device. The cotta
ges are so well planned, and the ground 
laid out so nicely, that it reminded me of 
the coming reigri of Christ. Lord speed 
that glorious day! Blessed thought! 

The massive tent in which they wor
ship will seat four thousand people, and 
every seat was filled, and all available 
standing room occupied in their eager. 
ness to hear the great preacher, while 
thousands roamed through the grounds 
for pleasure. There was an organ near 
the stand, with two silvered cornet play
ers, as accompaniments to the singing; 
and when singing "All hail the power 
of Jesus' name,'' my heart was filled with 
gratitude to, God, as I wiped away the 
falling tear, to know that I had felt the 
power of this loving Savior, who had 
plucked me as a brand from the burning, 
and had laid His Spirit upon me. My 
mind was carried back through Egypt
ian darkness, when Israel praised the 
Lord with instrument and voice, and I 
thought how blessed it will be when the 
righteous who shall rise and the blessed 
who shall descend with the Lord, shall, 
with their angelic voices, make all crea
tion ring; while rocks, woods, hills and 
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plains shall catch the gladsome strain, 
and all creation sing "Glory to the 
Lamb." 

May we all so live before the Lord, 
that we may know the true realities of 
this glorious work, is my prayer, Amen. 
Yours in Christ, JonN SMITH. 

NEW BEDFORD, Mass., Sept. 3d, 1876. 

JOSEPH SMITH, ~. 
HENRY .A.. STEBBINS, f EDITORS. 

Plano, Ill., October 15, 1876. 

NOTES FROM CALIFORNIA. 

GosPEL SWAMP, Los Angeles Co., Cal., 
September 16th, 1376. 

FROM the Mission San Jose, our route lay 
south to Watsonville, 'IJia San Jose, Los Ga
tos and Loquel, over the Santa Cruz range 
of mountains, and through a portion of the 
1·edwood country. We started on Septem
ber first, near noon, dined at Bro. Peter 
Burgess', in the pretty town of San Jose, 
and entered the mountain range about dusk 
:in the evening, through the gate (Los Ga. 
tos). From the gate to the top, some ten 
miles, there is an excellent, graded road
way, which is kept in good condition by 
constant repairs and by sprinkling it at 
night, after the teams are all "down .the 
grade" for the night. To meet the expense 
of repairing the road, a toll of from twen
ty-five cents to one dollar and fifty cents is 
charged. We put up at the "Hotel de Red
woods" at eleven P. M. This hotel is sit
uated well up on the mountain side, at a 
bend in the road, is very spacious, having 
many apartments in one room, finished in 
sky blue spangled with stars over head (at 
night); the apartments divided, but not 
separated, by pillars of redwood au natur
elle. Brethren D. S. Mill and George N. 
Davison lay down after supper and slept 
soundly, but as for us, the surroundings 
were so novel, the roof so far off, and the 
bed so strange, that we failed to sleep. 

The next day we reached Watsonville, 
where, domiciled at Br. D. J. Phillips', an 
old.time Saint who had "gone on" and 
through "perfection" at the valley, we en
joyed a season of rest and refreshing with 

the people of God. The Saints held a meet •. 
ing at their chapel on Saturday evening, .. 
but we did not attend; on the morrow, 
however, the Rink having been secured, we· 
addressed the people morning and evening, 
and again on Monday evening, attending a 
sacramental service on Sunday afternoon 
in the Chapel. The services were well at
tended throughout. 

On Monday we all went to the beach, 
where we had the pleasure of looking out 
upon the Pacific ocean for the first time. 
The wind was blowing strong, and the surf 
beat on the sands with a roar. We lunch
ed, and sang till the day waned, and re
turned to the city in readiness for the even. 
ing service. 

Bidding the Saints good-by on Tuesday 
morning, we left for the San Benito valley. 
We dined with Bro. Lyman Hutchins, in 
the Pajaro valley, and reached Br. John 
Range's, 'near Hollister, at night, passing 
through Robber's Glen 'and thE'. old, old 
town of San Juan, in full sight of Fremont's 
Peak, made famous by the sojourn of Fre. 
mont and his army during the Mexicad' 
war, just prior to the capture of Monterey •.. 
The dust was deep, the weather dry, and 
the wind blowing in the same direction we · 
were traveling; so we were covered with 
it. We stopped one day at Hollister, visit-. 
ing, and on the 7th reached Br.John Root's, .. 
on the San Benito. We spoke here in the 
school-house, to an audience hastily gath
ered. We arrived at the Jefferson branch, 
on the San Benito, at a little past noon, on 
the 8th, and stopped with Br. John Carmi• 
chael, another old.time Saint, who, obeying · 
the truth before the martyr's death, had a· 
strong "will to won't," when told to sub
mit to the dictation of counsel. "In plain 
English, I will not," was the language used 
by him when counseled to "forget the wife 
of his youth." 

The Saints came together at two o'clock 
on Saturday the 9th, and had a season of 
testimony and prayer. Bro. D. S. Mills . 
spoke in the evening to an interested audi
ence. Here the Saints came together from . 
Long Valley, Bitter Water_, Peach Tree,. 
Salinas, Hollister and Watsonville. On. 
Sunday we spoke twice, morning and even
ing, attending sacramental service in the · 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

afternoon. We had been scolding some of 
the brethren for preaching long sermons; 
but on the occasion of our Sunday evening 
service we fairly earned our own scolding, 
as they will doubtless bear witness; how. 
ever, we begged pardon, and they ought to' 
forgive us. 

Going up the San Benito, we were per
mitted to get acquainted with some of the 
advantages of California. The roads were 
very, very dusty; the weather was very, 
very hot,-the air like an oven; we were 
very, very thirsty; the water very, very 
warm, and to us, accustomed to the cold 
water of northern Illinois wells, it was by 
no means refreshing-decidedly bad. We 
were told that is was worse at Long Valley, 
but we did not go there to see. 

All alcing the San Benito creek the banks 
and the dry bed are white with an alkaline 
deposit, with which all the surface water 
is impregnated to a greater or a lesser de
gree. There are wells on the valley levels, 
that are flowing and clear, with but little 
of the alkali perceivable; but these valley 
plains hardly reach above Hollister. 

When we returned from Jefferson, we 
came down the valley from Hollister by 
Gilroy, and San Jose. These are located 
near the center of the valley, and form 
pleasant oases in the common area of dry 
p1;:.1u, foot.hiEa and mountain. The water 
at Gilroj i~ quite good, the best we have 
drank on the plain. Our impressions of 
that part of California are by no means fa. 
vorable, though those who are there seem 
to like the country with few exceptions. 

IN the latest advices from President Joseph 
Smith, dated San Francisco, October 1st, he 
says that he shall leave there for Nevada 
and Utah, October 16th, and we shall look 
for him home early in November, perhaps 
by the first. 

We have now on hand Branch Finance 
Books, headed and ruled for receipts of 
money and expenditures thereof. Price 
thirty-five cents, postage paid. They are 
bound in cloth and contain sixty-four 

s, and we believe will meet a want 
ong felt, and we hope will have a ready 

sale. They are ruled for branch, district, 
and general church funds. 

The Northern Illinois District will' hold' 
conference at Mission, October 28th and·· 
~~ ' 

Bro. William Harvey writes from Deer 
Isle, Maine, that the truth is gaining ground 
there ; and many ~re believing, and some 
are obeying the gospel. 

Bro. L. M. Sollenberger writes from Mon. 
mouth, Warren county, Illinois, that he 
would like the California saints to know· 
where he is. There are none others of the· 
church in his vicinity and the Herald is. 
his only source of communion with the 
church. He has talked and reasoned with 
people upon the gospel and distriblitecl 
tracts. His relations in Pennsylvania think 
that he has gone astray, but he desires to 
take some able elder back to that state to 
preach to them. His faith is strong as 
ever, but his bodily health is not good. 

Br. Jacob and Sr. Lucy Goble write from. 
Blue Rapids, Marshall county, Kansas, that 
they much wish for the labor of an elder · 
there, and a number of their neighbors 
would like to hear our doctrine. No saints. 
are near them, and they would rejoice to· 
entertain some of the faith. 

Br. Robert Davis, formerly of Canada, 
writes from Reese, Tuscola county, Mich., 
that he is laboring at that place with pros
pects of much good for the cause. May his· 
blessing be unto that result. 

Br. J. S. Constance wi'ites from Scotts
ville, Indiana, that their district conference 
was a very pleasant one, the Spirit of Christ 
being with them "to a good degree," and 
their hearts rejoiced in the testimonies and 
blessings thereof. 

Sr. L. E. Flanders, of Cameron, Missouri, 
would like much to have the elders of the 
Reorganization visit her brother, Samuel 
F. Curtis, near Salem, Utah county, Utah, 
for the purpose of turning him to the true 
faith. Will Br. J. W. Briggs or others who 
labor there, or expect to do so, please bear 
this in mind. 

W. B. Tignor was ordained an elder at 
the North Kansas Conference. The clerk 
wrote it Ticknor in the minutes of last is
sue. He is living in Granby, Missouri, and 
is preaching the gospel, and he wishes the 
Saints to call on him whenever they come 
there. 
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Bro. S. F. Walker made a short visit at 
'Sandwich and Plano, September 28th to 
()ctober3d, and went on to the east. Nearly 
-seven years, we think, since he we.nt to 
Nevada and he expects to return there to 

· '3ettle up his business, his family remaining 
-at Bro. Banta's during the interval. 

We call attention to the letter of Bro.Jo-
19eph Emmett, of Canada, concerning the 

· -Oebate held by Bro. Robert Davis, who, al
though taking the positive on three sub
jects, is said to have had a signal success 
throughout. 

Bro. John Holt sends us a copy of the 
Woonsocket (R. I.) Patriot. "It contains a 
,notice of the presence of Bro. Joseph in 
California. 

The Canada conference minutes were 
·overlooked by being with ·a package of 
branch reports, hence their delay. 

Rev. Robert Colyer of Chicago made a 
remark in a late sermon (September 24th) 
>that was peculiar. He said, "We are to 
·have a revival in our city. I trust it is 
.time, for I can imagine no better blessing 
than that which a revival would bdng. 
When Chicago lias had a revival of religion 
she will be ripe for a 1·evival of business; and 
Me will be able to give a fair show both to God 
and llfammon." That would truly be a 
fallld in hand movement, and men look for 
the former to bring the more wished for re
vival of the latter; yet who could have 
·thought of a christian minister so associa
•ting the two. 

Moody and Sankey are holding a great 
revival meeting in Chicago, with audiences 
of 6,000 to 8,000 people. No gospel has 
•been preached by them, but all is excite
'ment, anecdote, and story, and they believe 
ithat they are happy, and perhaps that they 
are doing good. 

The Jewish Review which we recently no
ticed as having been started in Chicago 
1I1a.s ceased publication. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Ques.-Is it lawful for members of the 
·church to go to dances w!th the world, and 
yet retain their places in the church with
·out acknowledging that they have done 
wrong? 

Ans.-To our mind it is very doubtful 
whether members can go to dances either 
"with ilie world" or with each other, and 
yet retain the Spirit of God's work, or be 
in any good condition to do, or dare or 
suffer for the advancement of truth, either 
in example or in teaching. Allowances 
are frequently made because that youth is 
the time for pleasure, as if there was no 
pleasure but in folly, no happiness but in. 
the froth of gaiety; and as though yotl'th 
was not the time to lay the foundation of 
a lasting and honored manhood and wo
manhood. Yet this forbearance sometimes 
does touch the hearts of those not too gid
dy or rebellious, and causes them to turn 
to true happiness and peace of mind; but 
others, sensible, too, as they are of their 
own lack of finding real comfort in their 
vanities, and knowing that their profession 
is a mockery, will coB.tinus to strive in per
versity to show how little regard they have 
for family or church guardians, or for the 
obligations assumed by them in obeying 
the gospel; and their own hearts condemn
ing them, they are often still more reckless 
and determined to resist until they shall 
have drank deeply of the enchanting folly 
of the hour, until it is found unreal and 
unsatisfactory to the nobler impulses of 
the soul. Then, perchance, they may be 
reclaimed in gospel hope and love, or they 
may have nothing to build a hope and 
faith. upon, useful to themselves or others; 
and some may be made stronger and more 
in love with reality and truth because of 
the contrast, but the risk is too great to run 
the chances, as we view it.. It is a day for 
earnest work, earnest thought and for the 
continual seeking for a fitting preparation. 
for the life beyond and to prepare our 
bodies and spirits, our time and. talents 
in the best school of education, that we may 
be able to enjoy the blessedness, the knowl
edge and the everlasting and abiding hap
piness of the eternal worlds and universe 
of God. We believe that every effort 
should be made in kindness and in love "to 
restore such an one" by showing the better 
way, but when mercy has had her course 
with no avail, then justice asks for her 
rights in defense of the cause and the law 
of liberty, not license. That which savors 
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of evil and chooses to abide in evil cannot 
be borne too long to the detriment of the 
cau~e, but let patience have her perfect 
work, lest wrong be done and hardness of 
heart ensue. 

Q.-Is a man who causes the property of 
another to be sold at sheriff's sale through 
endorsing for him, a fit and proper repre
sentative of the gospel of Christ? 

A.-In such a supposed case there may 
be a variety of circumstances and causes 
leading to such an event that are considered 
sufficiently palliating as to render the act 
not only necessary but proper; but on gen
eral principles, or, as the above is stated, to 
deliberately cause such a thing to be done 
would ,in our estimation, be a great offence 
But if"to cause" simply means that through 
the failure ofan enterprise or risk, mutually 
taken, both were brought to grief, and the 
sale therefore took place as a necessity of 
the law and not by intrigue or selfishness, 
then that would be another thing, and no 
blame attaches. Should the principal in 
such a transaction shield himself and let the 
endorser suffer in his stead, or should he 
save himself by providing such a sacrifice, 
he would indeed be worthy of the con
tempt of all noble minds, and unworthy of 
the confidence of any treasures, earthly or 
l1eavenly, temporal or eternal; nor would 
he be a safe men to represent the gospel of 
"peace on earth and good will to men," ex
cept he repents and makes every restitu
tion in his power. 

Q.-Is it right for the Saints to use wine 
for the sacrament made from the wild 
grape, if they have no tame ones? 

.A.-Yes. 
Q.-Is it in keeping with the word "new," 

as found in B. of C. 26: l, to make sufficient 
to do from one season to another? 

.A.-Weunderstand that it is. The adop. 
tion of this plan in the Plano branch has 
been very satisfactory. 

Q.-Is it not improper and offensive for 
an officer in the church, either in a public 
meeting or in a private one to use the fol
lowing expression to the Saints. To-wit: 
You cannot offend me, I defy you to do it? 

..A.-We think that no one could be just 
in the right spirit and speak taus; and 
probably, on meditation they would them. 

selves so discover. Whether it proved of. 
fensive or not would depend upon the dis
position of the one spoken to; and possibly 
one speaking so might not intend to of. 
fend, notwithstanding the rudeness of the 
expression, and the probable offensiveness 
of tone and manner. 

Q.-The Saints knowing that an offense 
exists, having been given by the president, 
can they (the Saints) consistently partake 
of the sacrament when administered by 
such offending officer or president? 

..A.-If'the wrong doing is so rank in its 
nature as to be thus offensive, ways and 
means should be taken to correct matters. 

Q.-Can a presiding officer of a branch. 
properly administer the sacrament after he 
has offended any one of hiii brethren or sis
ters without first becoming reconciled, as 
the law directs? 

.A.-There would be nothing illegal in 
his doing so, if that is meant; but in cases 
where actual cause for offence has been giv
en it would be far better and in keeping 
with the spirit of the work for the ~Tong 
doer, whether officer or member, to seek ,. 
reconciliation before administering or pax. 
taking the sacrament. But patience should 
be exercised by those who are conscious of 
themselves not being in the fault until the 
Spirit of the Lord and the proper measures 
effect an adjustment of the trouble. 

Q.-If they cannot, what course should 
they pursue toward him? 

A.-If the presiding elder, it should be 
laid before the president of the district, if 
there be one; if no district, then before the 
one in charge of that mission or territory, 
with the request to come and adjust mat
ters. If a lesser official it should be prop. 
erly attended to by the president of the· 
branch. 

Q.-If a brother in a moment of excite . 
ment strikes an.other, is the one struck jus
tified in taking the law of the land, before 
the law of the church. 

.A.-He is not. If he takes the law of 
land he virtually forsakes that of the 
Church, and choses the former to decide 
in preference to the church rules . 

BR. RICHAUD ALLEN sends us copies of the 
San Bernardino, Cal., Tirnes. The issue of 
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'September 22nd, contains the following 
fdendly notice: 

"We had the pleasure of an introduction 
to Mr. Joseph Smith, son of the founder of 
the Mormon sect. We found him a very 
genial, straightforward gentleman, with an 
abiding faith in the truth of his father's 
mission. He is on a visit to the. branch of 
Latter Day Saints, at this place, which 
numbers among its members some of our 
most intelligent and influential citizens. 
Unlike the Brighamite branch, they have 
no dogmas that .can conflict with our ac
·cepted rules of morals and christianity, 
and wherever located, are a law-abiding 
and industrious people. On Sunday our 
citizens will have an opportunity to hear 
Mr. Smith, and will do well to follow Paul's 
"injunction and search all things. We clip 
the following concerning him from the 

. Anaheim Gazette: 
On Sunday, September 17th, we had the 

pleasure of listening to the great apostle of 
the Latter Day Saints, Joseph Smith. His 
text was the fifteenth Psalm, taken from the 
hpok called the Bible, according to the 
.translation of King James, and not the 
Book of Mormon. Notwithstanding the 
fact that the Gentiles burned down their 
improvised· tabernacle, on Friday night, 
the Saints did not seem provoked, nor yet 
were they afraid. It is to be hoped that 
none but the fanatical element of the so
·called Christians encouraged or endorsed 
this infamous outrage." 

The issue for the 25th has the following: 
"Last evening, Mr. Joseph Smith, jr., ad

dressed a crowded house at the Mormon 
Church, and delivered a square, fiat.footed 
christian sermon, the tenor of whieh was 
that it was not sufficient to worship God 
with the heart and mouth on Sunday, but 
it was necessary t6 carry religion into eve
ry.clay affairs, and that it should make us 
better men and women; that the fact that 
·our religion made us better was sufficient 
to show that we were true believers. · He 
is a fluent and pointed speaker, and kept 
his audience in close attention during his 
whole discourse. This evening he speaks 
at the same place, his subject being the 
views of his church on the marriage ques
tion." 

Br. D. S. Mills, president of the Pacific 
Slope Mission, is traveling and preaching 
with brother Joseph. 

We clip the following from the San Ber
nardino 'l'irnes, of September 30th, sent us 
by Br. John Garner: 

"The Mormon Church was again full to 
overflowing last night to hear Mr. Smith's 

«Views on the marriage question, or rather 
.. the views Of his church on the question .. 
·'rhose that listened to his remarks were 

well pleased, as it gave them a very differ
. ent opinion of the religion of the J osephite 
church than that which they had previous
ly conceived, and all present coincided 
with him in his opinion of the relation man 
and wife should bear to each other. The 
lecture was instructive, and if heeded would 
prevent more misery and sorrow, and re
sult in greater happiness than the effect of 
a dozen dry sermons." 

SPAULDING STORY REFUTED. 

WE have received the following item.s from 
Br. William Small of Philadelphia, in 're
lation to the "Spaulding Story". of the ori
gin of the Book of Mormon. It was writ
ten by request of Br. Wm. W. Blair, while 
he was in Philadelphia this fall .. Br. Small 
writes as follows: 

"While I was living in Pittsburg in 1841, 
at the time so much was said of. the Book 
of Mormon, and in connection with the 
Solomon Spaulding Story. It was stated 
that the Spaulding manuscript was placed 
in. Mr. Patterson's hands for publication, 
arid that Sidney Rigdon was connected 
with him at the time. In connection with 
John E. Page I called upon General Pat
terson, the publisher, and asked him the 
following questions, and received his re
plies as given: 

Q.-Did Sidney Rigdon have any con
nection with your office at the time you had 
the Solomon Spaulding manuscript? 

A.-No. 
Q.-Did Sidney Rigdon obtain the Spaul-

ding story at that office? · 
A.-No. 
He also stated to us that the Solomon 

Spaulding manuscript was brought to him 
by the widow of Solomon Spaulding to be 
published, and that she offered to give him 
half the profits for his pay, if he would 
publish it; but after it had laid there for 
some time, and after he had due time to 
consider it, he determined not to publish 
it. She then came and received the manu
script from his hands, and took it away. 
He also stated that Sidney Rigdon was not 
connected with the office for several years 
afterwards. Gen. Patterson also made affi
davit to the above statement. 

Your brother in Christ, 
WILLIAM S:1rALL." 

PmLADELPJIIA, Sept. 13th, 1876. 

NEWS SUMMARY. 

At 12:15 to 12:45 A.llI., September 25th, 
sharp shocks of an earthquake were heard;,., 
at Louisville, Ky., Patoka. Vincennes and:'":c:,. 
Kokomo, Ind., and at Belleville and Cen. ''"' 
tralia, Ills. Chimneys fell, windows rat-
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tied, crockery was broken, and at Patoka 
it moved beds on castors across the floor. 

By copies of Australian papers, Sydney 
News and Newcastle Herald, received from 
Bro. C. A. Davis, latest date, August 18th, 
we learn that the drouth of their summer 
(December to March) was succeeded by a 
winter of unprecedented wind and rain 
storms, accompanied by earthquake shocks, · 
much property and some lives being lost 
by the gales, floods and inundations of the 
•sea, and by accidents resulting from these 
·causes. The gales at sea wrecked and 
stranded vessels, and lives were lost there
by; Buildings, mining property, and for
-ests of timber were destroyed by floods and 
wind, and thousands of sheep were drown
·ed, and the sea encroached upon towns and 
<:ities to an alarming extent. Altogether it 
seems to have been a terrible experience, 
-especially in some localities, and grievous 
in general. 

A revolutionary war has occurred in Cen
tral America, but the government was vic
torious in battle. Also, Mexico continues 
to be the field of almost constant fighting 
and trouble, about as she has always been. 
A revolution has likewise been attempted 
in Eucador, South America. Result not 
yet known. 

The yellow fever has been very fatal in 
Savannah, Ga., and at Brm:i.swick it was 
stated that more than one half the popula
tion were stricken with it, and those who 
could fled from the plague. Much suffer. 
ing and destitutwn prevailed, but other 
eities north and' south have sent many 
thousand dollars to their relief. 

Severe railroad accidents have taken 
place in Ohio and Canada since our last 
issue. N um be rs of people were killed and 
many wounded. 

Nearly all Europe is in commotion over 
the situation and prqspect for war. Russia 
having more and more assisted Servia with 
officers, soldiers and other aid, is now ex. 
pected to advance and occupy Turkish 
territory, ostensibly under the idea of in
tervention in behalf of humanity, but prob
ably with the intention of trying to solve 
the problem in the manner in which she 
wishes to see it eventually settled. Her 
warlike designs are more apparent, and it 
is said that Roumania will join her in the 
event of war. England and Austria declines 
to take part in the intervention between 
Turkey and Servia, or to share in the mili
tary occupation of the former. 

LATER.-England acts with decision at 
last, and instructs her Ambassader at Con
stantinople to notify Turkey that unless she 
makes reparation by rebuilding the places 
she has made waste, and helping the thou. 
sands she has wronged, so far as possible, 
that she, England, will withdraw all sup. 
port from her.! 

All is quiet about Indian matters, but 
much anxiety is felt concerning the pros
pect for next spring and summer. The or
der to dismount and disarm the reds was 
not carried into effect at latest miws, .and 
some were committing murders and depre
dations, and it is reported, that they.are 
stirring up their tribes for the Spring cam
paign. On September 22d \b;e Indian Com
mission succeeded in inducing Red Cloud 
and some of his chiefs to sign terms (so far 
as they are concerned) by which they 
agreed to give up their Black Hills reserva
tion for one in the Indian Territory, al
though they protest that as the treaty al
ready in existence had .been openly and 
shamefully violated they could not see of 
what use it was to make.anew treaty, when 
it could be just as easily violated as the 
former .. It is reported that Sitting Bull in. 
tends to have 18,000 Indians ready for the 
Spring opening, notwithstanding he knows 
that ultimate defeat awaits them. 

Thirty to fifty thousand coal miners are 
out of employment in Pennsylvania; and, 
as trouble and bloodshed have occurred in 
the past, so the same and worse are ex
pected in the future. Among this vast army 
of idle men many are desperate; and, as 
the monopolists controlling the business 
wish to limit the production and keep up 
the prices the outlook for the laboring 
man is discouraging, and the reaction must 
come on the communities wherever this 
state of things exists. Railroad companies 
and manufacturers are putting down wages 
very low, (at least where we live), and yet 
they were never doing as fine a business as 
now. Strikes and outbreaks are threat
ened throughout the country, and the time 
draws nigh when the swift witness will 
come against "those who oppress the hire
ling in his wages" (Mal. 3 5) and bring 
them to judgment. 

The Protestant Missionary Bible Socie
ties have invoked the intervention of Eng. 
land in behalf of greater religious liberty 
in Spain, and wish that government to clo 
something to restrain Catholic persecutions 
of the Protestant people and institutions in 
Spain. Earl Derby in reply said that the 
Spanish government is not justified in 
closing the Protestant schools, or in sup
pressing Protestant religious worship. He 
promised to make inquiry into the matter. 

We had a call, October 1st, from Rev. 
John Crapser, of Cottonwood county, Min
nesota, who was soliciting aid to relieve 
the grasshopper suff()rers of that region, 
who for four successive years have seen 

'their crops destroyed by the clouds of lo
custs swarming in countless hosts upon 
their prosperous fields. and rendering the 
land desolate. The Windom Repo1·ter con
tains editorials upon this question, so seri. 
ous in that county and vicinity. It repre-
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sen ts the. desolation of that region, and the 
want and misery, prostration and famine, 
that are endured by those who have suffer
ed greatly all these years, and which is now 
intensified by this last disheartening expe
rience; also, by the surety of a like desola. 
tion another year, because of the deposit 
of eggs by the locusts, this fall, whose n.um
bers are greater than any of the previous 
years. These things have before been kept 
more quiet and hidden because that true 
reports would prevent the settlement of the 
state. But now the evil is more wide
spread, and, in fact, threatens in time t-0 
become a pleague throughout the States. 

The Governor of Minnesota has sent an 
invitation· to the executives of the North
western States fo convene in Omaha, Ne
braska, October 25th, "to arrange some 
plan for a united action in the several 
States and Territories to prevent further 
devastatiop. by these pests." 

WOODBURN, Clark Co., Iowa, 
September 6th, 1876. 

Bro. Henry :-The "Regular Predestina
rian Baptist" Society are to begin their an
nual association here on the 9th inst. Can 
you not find time to write and publish in 
the Herald. an article on the subject "Elec
tion and Reprobation?" I was talking 
with one of their leading members this 
week, and he said some of their best preach. 
ers would meet any thing we have, on that 
subject. I would like some of our smart 
elders to debate the question with them in 
that vicfoity. I think good would come 
from such a debate. Do you think Bro. 
Gurley or some other of our able elders 
would be willing to engage in such a dis
cussion? Please let me hear from you 
on this subject. Yours in the gospel, 

M. B. OLIVER. 

[Brethren who may feel so disposed can 
have a chance to consider and act upon 
the above opening for the truth]-Ens. 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., 
Sept. 15th, 1876. 

Editors Herald:-Since writing my last 
to you, dated Au,g-ust 14, I have visited Bos
ton, Mass., and Providence, R. I., and at 
both places found most excellent saints. 
Ten years ago this summer I first visited 
these localities, and then had the pleasure 
of planting the germ seeds of the Reorgan. 
ized Church. There are increasing branch. 
es in these cities, that give fair promise of 
doing a valient work for the Master's 
cause from this time onward. They have 
had many of the trials and perplexities 
common to the young branches, with some 

unusual ones arising from lack of under
standing relative to the authority and juris
diction of presidents of missions, districts, 
and branches as also in regard to professed 
spiritual manifestations. 

The Lord has blessed the saints in these 
branches with wonderful exhibitions of 
his love, and power, in giving them freely 
of "the children's meat;" and here, too,, it 
has been seen, that "when the sons pf God 
came to present themselves before the Lord, 
Satan came also among them." The saints 
must patiently learn that they are liable t(} 
be deceived in respect to spiritual things, 
such as tongues, interpretations, prophesy
ing, and visions, either through false spir
its, or through the misguided zeal, frenzied 
fanaticism, or wicked pretensions of those 
called to be saints. 

We should not "quench the Spirit," nor 
"despise prophesyings," nor forbid to 
"speak with tongues;" but we certainly 
should "prove all things," and only "hold 
fast that which is good." When persons 
profess to be speaking by the spirit, those 
hearing must be allowed the right to 
"judge," (1Cor.14: 22). Jesus said, "Why 
judge ye not of yourselves that which is 
right?" by which we learn that our dear 
Savior has by his own sweet voice, endors 
ed the right of individual judgment in 
whatever relates to us personally. 

But these trials "work out" for the true 
and faithful saints an experience in faith, 
in the knowledge of God and man, in wis
dom, in long suffering, in never-failing 
trust in our loving and Almighty Father, 
that is of great importance, and of good 
worth. And we have confidence that these 
tried saints will rise out of their "fiery 
trials," wiser and purer, and so be bold 
and strong to come nearer the azure throne. 

Among the many very remarkable cases 
of healing in the Bd'ston branch, in which 
the wonderful wisdom and love and power 
of God are seen, I will particularize only 
in regard to one. A Sr. Eldridge, and her 
intimate friends, relate that when her boy, 
a lad of about ten years of age, was given up. 
to die by the attending physician, the child: 
having been sick for many days with pneu. 
monia, pleuritic fever, typhoid fever, and 
some other affection, she bethought herself 
that she had shortly before heard by a lady 
friend, that the Latter Day Saints prac. 
ticed the laying on of hands with prayer, 
for the sick, after the apostolic pattern, and 
so she eagerly and hopefully applied to the 
elders of the Church, who administered to 
the child, and the Lord graciously restored 
it, and very speedily, too. 

Soon after the elders' administration the 
doctor called, his manners betokening that 
he expected to hear that the child was. 
dead; and when, upon inquiry, he was told: 
that the child was doing well, he went into, 
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·the sick room, examined the child, and ex
·claimed with undisguised delight that the 
·Child was well, and that the last medicine 
he ordered had "worked like a charm!" 
·To this Mrs. Eldridge replied that it was 
not the result of the medicine, that they 
tried several times to give it, but the child 
·could not take it; and she then presented 
him with the medicine, and told him that 
the child was healed through the ministra
tions of the elders of the Church; on hear. 
fog which, he exclaimed, "If this be true, 
we have no further need of physicians!" 

Not long after this, when sister E. became 
·a member of the Church, she was healed, 
through the ministration of the elders, of 
varalysis of the brain, a malady she had 
been afflicted with for over fifteen years. 
And to this we may add, that more latterly 
she was healed in the same manner of a 
'long standing, and, at times, very painful 
iLffiiction of the ear. Verily, "Some have 
faith to be healed." At Providence we 
learned of the wonderful cases of healing 
<0f cancer from the lips of the very parties 
healed, sisters Atwell and Barnes, mention 
of which has been made in your columns 
through letters from Brn. Ells, Brown, and 
others, sometime ago. We heard of many 
-other remarkable ·cases of healing, among 
them that of the daughter of our good 
'brother and sister Louis E. Miller, who 
was signally restored, in mind and body, 
from a very severe attack of spinal menin
gitis. 

The gifts and graces of the Spirit are had 
in an eminent degree in both the Boston 
and Providence branches, as I learned both 
from report and my own observation; and 
considerable additions are being made to 
their members by baptism, especially in 
Providence, and numbers more are stand
ing at "the gate" "almost persuaded." The 
Lord is "working with" this people for the 
salvation of sinners, for the strength and 
comfort of his saints, for the glory of his 
gospel and the church of his choice; there
fore "let the saints be joyful," and "let the 
high praises of God be in their mouth." 
"If the Lord be for us, who can do any
thing against us?" His blessed name be 
praised. In gospel bonds, 

Wl>I. w. BLAIR. 

believed it to be my duty; and I said, 
"brethren make my house your home;" 
and I was willing to give up my bed, or 
anything for their comfort. They used to 
tell us what kindness we would receive in 
Zion (Utah); and that when the poor saints 
went up that they would be cared for till 
we could get work; that was what the 
tithing was for and then we could in return 
pay our tithing to assist others. I thought 
how good it was, and I wished many times 
that with my family I was there, in Utah. 
They said that we would learn more in six: 
months in the valley than all our lives in 
the old country; and that is true, for I was 
there only five months and I learned what 
I could not in the old country·; for the el
ders from Utah went about lying and de
ceiving the honest in heart, and when they 
go to Utah then they found it out. But 
when they write home and tell their friends, 
then the cry is, "Oh, he has lost the faith, 
and he is an apostate, do not.believe him." 
That is why many do not write. I left Bir
mingham July 10th, 1873, and settled in 
Providence for nine months; then I set out 
with my family for Zion, with my heart 
full of joy to think we were going to hear 
the prophet of God, and where we could 
meet with a brother and a friend; but 0, 
how I was deceived. I went to the taber
nacle to hear the prophet, but when I heard 
him I felt no influence whatever, and yet I 
went with my heart free. What a differ
ence I felt when I went to hear brother Jo
seph last year in Providence; I could have 
staid all night, for I thought he was a man 
of God. Well I went about to get work, 
and I could not find it. My family was 
wanting food, and I was recommeded to 
see the bishop of the ward I lived in (16th). " 
I went and saw him at the meeting, and 
he asked me if my family was with me. I 
said yes, and I would be glad if I could 
get a little work, or I would do anything 
to get food for my family. He said that I 
had come up at a bad time, but in the 
course of a few weeks things might bright
en up, and then he left me. I went home 
with a heart full of grief. Was this a man 
who should look after the poor of his ward? 
At last I met with one F. P. Platt, was once 
on a mission to Birmingham, and one that 
I had been very kind to, and I thought 
that I had met a friend. He asked me how 

PROVIDENCE, R. I., long I had been up. I said about two 
To HENRY A. S•rEBBIN~·,e)5~~;.h.B!.~J,tr: months and that I could not get anything 

to do, and I had nothing at home. He 
-It is with joy and thankfulness to God said that times were very bad, but it was to 
that I write these few lines to you, to give try us. He never asked me to a bit with 
:a short account of my experience in the him, and this was at noon at his shop. I 
Brighamite church. I was a member for could mention many cases, but I will not 
twenty-five years, and I held the office of trespass on your time. I thought this did 
an elder and t~aveled much to pre~ch the not look like a happy place to gather to, 
:gospel of Chnst, as I un?er~tand It; and for they hacl not the spirit of Goel, and they 
when the elders came to.Btrll1;mgham, Eng- were so hard hearted and had no love for 
land, I treated them with kmdness, for I '. 
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their brethren. I met with many old 
friends from the old country and they ask
ed me how I was going on I told them, 
and they said you wait. a bit, you do not 
know anything yet, and this was from thos.e 
who stood high in the church of Brigham. 
I met with the president of branch that I 
belong to, that was Hockley, Birmingham. 
So Salt Lake City was no place for me, and 
we sold every thing we had and came 
away, and now we are members (five of us) 
of the true Church of Jesus Christ of Lat
ter Day Saints, with Joseph Smith, the 
prophet of God as our president; and al
low me my brothren and sisters to judge 
which is the.Church of Christ after testing 
both of them. I thank God that we have 
cast our lot with a people who have love 
one for another. Had it not bee.n for our 
beloved branch president, Bro. Bradbury, 
we should want food. May God bless him, 
and all my brethren and sisters, and all 
who are searching after truth. 

Dear brother, my prayer is that God will 
bless Bro. Joseph and you with your high 
and holy calling, is the desire . of your 
brother in Christ, T. H. MOORE. 

SALEM, Marion Co., Oregon, 
Sept. 9th, 1876. 

JJear Herald:-As I have been silent for 
some time, I will •let you know that my si
lence is not death. No, I am not dead, 
neither physically nor spiritually, I trust; 
but I have been trying to build up the 
kingdom of God. 

I started for this country some two 
months ago and got as far as San Francis
co. There I labored in connection with 
Bro. D.S. Mills and others; and, about the 
time I was ready to sail for this place we 
learned that a Disciple minister by the 
name of G. R. Hand wished to hold a dis
cussion with some of the Saints, but did 
not want any of the "small fry," he wanted 
Mills or Clapp (previous to that I thought 
Clapp was a small fry); and, as Bro. Mills 
could not go, it devolved upon your hum
ble servant. So away I went., in company 
with our venerable Bro. Hussel Huntley, to 
meet the great champion. But I confess 
that I had some doubts, for I have heard 
so much boasting that I feared he would 
not redeem his gage of battle; and, sure 
enough, after going five hundred miles to 
accommodate the gentleman, I found him 
altogether changed, in his mind; for he 
"didn't want to debate," "didn't think that 
any good resulted from discussion," etc. 
But we had traveled too far, and it had 
cost us too much to let him off that cheap; 
and, as we had been in time to hear his big 
effort from Mark 16th chapter, we adver
tised that we would review his sermon on 
the next Sunday; and would sustain thirty. 
three objections to it, and show that he 

contradicted himself seven times, Doubt
less this excited the curiosity of the people, 
for a goodly number came out to hear, and 
the saints prepared dinner on the ground 
for them, so most of the congregation heard 
both sermons of our reply, and, I think, 
were satisfied with our arguments. Elder. 
Hand did not attend, but "left for pastures 
new." This was at Gospel Swamp, in Los 
Angelos county, where we have a very · 
good branch of the Church. 

I held several meetings after Elder Hand 
left, and baptized fourteen. Thence to San 
Bernardino and preached twice for the 
Saints. Then again to the Swamp and 
held two or three more meetings, and, Au
gust 29th, I took leave of the Saints and 
friends, once more to try to reach Oregon. 

Mr. Moesser, of the Swamp, brought me 
in his wagon to Wilmington, where I went 
on board of the steam ship A.neon and sail
ed for San Francisco. Arrived there Sep
tember 1st. I tarried but one night, and 
next morning I went on board the new and 
beautiful. steamship George W . .Elder, and 
saile.d for Portland, Oregon, and on the 
night of the fifth we sailed up the great 
Columbia. 

I am. now at Bro. Clark Rodgers, where 
I am made welcome, and where I expect 
to enjoy two or fhree days rest and then I 
will see what can be done towards getting 
volunteers for tlie army of the Lord. 

My address will be Sweet Home, Linn 
Co., Oregon, and I request all my friends 
to write to me at that place. Very respect-
fully, J. c. CLAPP. 

BUXTON, Ontario, 
Sept. 25th, 1876. 

JJear Brother Stebbins:-I take my pen 
this morning with feelings of gladness, be
cause I have been spared through a long 
sickness, and am now able to write you a 
few lines. · To my God be all the praise. 
I should have sent you an account of the 
debate between Elder Robert Davis of our 
Church, and Elder Marquis Green of the 
Disciple Church, but did not have time 
then, and have since been too sick to write. 
The debate was held June 3rd. Points 
discussed: "Should men have the same au. 
thority now to administer in all gospel or. 
dinances as that had in the days of the 
apostles," Elder Davis affirmed; second, 
"The 'laying on of hands' as one of .the
principles of the doctrine of Christ, is as· 
essential now as eighteen hundred years 
ago," Elder Davis affirmed; third, "The
blessings of the gospel of Christ will follow 
his Church, always, even in our day, and: 
until the end of the world," Elder Davi8' 
affirn;ied. I would simply say that the 
truth of our Lord was made so appareI!t 
throughout the whole of the debate, and 
the confusion and utter discomfiture of the 
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-0pponent so plainly manifested that the peo
ple were almost unanimous in· their opin
ion about the discussion, which was that 
Elder Davis gained his poi~ts comple~ely, 
although taking the affirmative every time. 

Hoping that you may be blessed in your 
labors with God's Spirit, and health and 
strength, I remain yours fraternally, 

JOSEPH EMMETT. 

BosTON, Mass., July 17th, 1876. 
Dear Bro. Stebbins :-I have often thought 

-0f writing something for the Hei·ald since 
I have been in the church, yet I could 
never think of anything that would be in
teresting to your readers; but often of late, 
when alone, I will think of the many things 
spoken of by the prophets of old, events 
which are to take place before many years, 
sooner, I think, than many of us are aware 
·of· and while thus pondering, how gladly 
would I see all the people of this earth be
l.ieving the truth. Last evening while think
ing of these things, my heart was filled with 
the Holy Spirit; and,-as the tears ran down 
my cheeks, I was led to exclaim within 
myself, "\Vhy will they not see?" I then 
felt like writing the following verses, the 
first I ever composed. I pray· that the 
saints may so live that they will enjoy the 
Spirit of God at all times. Ever praying 
for the prosberity of the cause, I remain 

Your brother in Christ, 
EDGAR W. KNIGHTS. 

WHY WILL THEY NOT SEE? 

O, why will not the people see 
The way that they can happy be! 
If they salvation would obtain, 
The way is very, very r lain. 

Our Savior taught the narrow way, 
By which to see the endless day; 
He also showed the broader one
Down which so many the race will run. 

To all who will the gospel hear, 
And from their minds cast out all fear, 
Arn.I with an humble heart obey 
The doctrine of the latter day, 

They'll find it just as they were told
That it was taught by Saints of old. 
And if they truly do believe, 
The promised blessings they'll receive. 

0, why will people be so blind, 
And turn from Him who is so kind, 
And say, in these the Jatter days, 
i:niat Jesus taught so many ways. 

I often think, with sorrow, too, 
That of this world how very few 
Will choose to walk the narrow way 
That leads to an eternal day. 

And thus I ponder and recall, 
"While down my cheeks the tears will fall, 
The teachings of our Savior dear, 
VVhich were so simple and so clear. 

I think the times are not so far, 
As many people think they are, 

When those who then have not obeyed, 
Will wish they had not thus delayed. 

And what a time it then will be! 
Rejofoe, ye Saints, that you did see 
The narrow- way! And onward press ; 
For all the faithful God will bless. E.W.K. 

LAWRENCE, Mich., 
Aug. 3rd, 1.876. 

Bro. Henry:-Bro. H. C. Smith is improv
ing in health, so that he preaches nearly 
every Sunday. Through his instruction 
and kindly counsel the saints are led to 
praise their Creator. 

It has been a little over two years since 
my wife and myself were baptized. We 
are led to praise God continually for his 
goodness unto µs, and for the faith which 
we h.ave in his word. How consoling it is 
to be able to look to God for help through 
trials and sickness, and yet our faith must 
be unwavering. I am thankful that what 
some call pleasure is not pleasure to me, 
but that it is a pleasure to worship God 
and to try to keep his commandments, a 
pleasure to meet with his people and to 
bear testimony in favor of the glorious gos
pel. 

I always try to arrange my business so 
as to meet at the place appointed for wor
ship, and I have always been amply.repaid 
in so doing. I wish the. saints could all 
realize that it is the will of God that they 
should gather together often in his name. 
This branch of the Church of Christ has 
suffered the Joss of a member, Bro. Alonzo 
Arnold, died at his home in Hartford, Van 
Buren county, Michigan, July 23rd, 1876, 
after a long and painful illness. Services 
conducted by Bro. M. McHarness 
. Elder E. C. Briggs made us a short ca1I 
the 27th of July, and he gave us some gooct 
instruction. I remain as ever, your broth-
er in Christ, SETH M. BASS. 

NORTH WILLOUGHBY, 
New South Wales, 

July 16th, 1876. 
Brother Joseph:-! thought you would 

like to hear from one in this far off land, 
as I know you feel a great interest in the 
wellfare of Zion. I spent many years 
searching for the true gospel a~ong t~e 
Baptists and Wesleyans, not feelrng satis
fied. In 1870 I heard two elders from the 
Brighamites, and I was baptized into that" 
church likewise my husband and seven of 
my children were baptized. In· 1873 my 
youngest son went to Salt Lake, and the 
first letter I received from him was not 
much against the place, but the second 
came to Sydney the same time that breth
ren Wandell and Rodgers came. Our son 
told us not to come there, as they were the 
greatest lot of swindlers under the name of 
holiness to the Lord that lived. I sent for 
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the new elders, and brother Rodger came 
and explained how the Church stood. I 
did not know about the difference tiII Bro. 
Rodger told me, and I feel truly thankful 
that I can see the hand of the Lord in it all. 

We feel sadly the loss of Bro. Wandell, 
although I know our Joss is his gain, and 
we would not wish him back. My husband 
died just a fortnight before Bro. Wandell. 
Bro. Rodger is still up the country. We 
shall be truly thankful if we can have more 
elders so that we can hear the word again, 
as the Lord has given me a testimony that 
this work is true. My sincere prayer is 
that we may be faithful to the end. I re. 
main your 'sister in the new and everlasting 
eovenant, - KESIA CARR. 

MORONI, Cass Co., Neb., 
September 1st, 1876. 

Bro. H. A. Stebbins :-I always love to 
hear from the various branches of the 
Church, and to know the cause moves on
ward, and some may wish to hear from 
this place. We hold meetings once a week, 
sometimes twice. Bro. R. C. Elvin preach
ed two sermons at Rock Bluffs to attentive 
hearers, and once at this place August 27th. 
The house was full and the speaker had 
good liberty. The grasshoppers have made 
their appearance again. They seem to 
travel south, and what will be the result 
of their visits time wiII tell. I hope to 
have more to write soon. Yours in the 
bonds of peace, NICHOLAS TROOK. 

CLAM LAKE, Mich., 
August 9th, 1876. 

lJeM' B1·otker Henry:-~ see by the Her-
11,ld that you are alone with your multiplied 
eares. I can truly say that I have been 
blessed with the inspiration of the spirit 
lately, and I am comforted in the reading 
of the word and in the assurance of a fulfill
ment of the exceeding "great and precious 
promises" whereby we lay hold upon the 
future, "for here we have no continuing 
city." While corruption and revolution 
in the political, social, and religious world 
seem to be almost unsettling the founda
tion of society, we who are "called to glory 
and to virtue" through the abnegation of 
self should be looking for our reward to 
"the things that are not seen," for they are 
eternal. Oh, glorious promise; and how 
our hearts are assured amid our trials and 
manifold temptations, amid the throngs of 
our fellow men who are eagerly pressing 
on for the possession of "the things which 
are seen," which are fading and perishing 
with the using. No wonder that the de
mand is so great for a belief that does not 
radically interfere with the lusts of the 
flesh, and that a supply of infidel creeds 
should abound; while on the other hand, 
in the calvanistic, the cruel, absurd, and 

impossible creed of"orthodoxy" the hon
est hearted investigator and searcher for 
truth, falling between both stools, con
cludes on a theism,-no God and no fu
ture. 

My dear brother, I do thank God that he 
has revealed unto us the more perfect way, 
and it assures me to know that such as yon 
do have faith in the great God, and 
that He who once led and protected, and 
who will in the latter times again strength
en Israel and bring them into favor anc1 
possession of their covenant possession,. 
will also preserve and reward us who are 
or may be made Abraham's heirs and par
takers, through faith, of the ancient cove
nant. Oh mighty gift of precious faith r 
I thank God for answering my continued 
prayers for a supply of faith, and I can 
now understand why Abram's faith "was. 
counted for righteousness." What would 
modern philosophers say to a command' 
from God to slay one's own son? I tell you 
we don't realize the trial of this faith. 
How natural and reasonable to say, "why, 
this is absurd and cruel, and cannot emi
nate from a just God, but Abraham exer. 
cised faith in the living God and "took his 
knife to slay his son," thinking, according 
to Paul, that God would restore him. Wen 
this is the faith that God's servants must 
be endowed with in the last days. "Above· 
all," says Paul, "taking the shield of faith 
whereby we shall be able to quench the 
fiery darts of the adversary." How oft,.. 
and oft repeated, have I proven the truth 
of this, for there are many ways God' 
makes trial of us in, even by leading us. 
farther at times than "reason" and the sen
ses follow, and then we are alone, yet not 
alone, "for the Father is with us and with 
our hand laid in his, too often tremblingly, 
we move forward in the dark, for we walk 
by faith and not by sight." 

I would much like to see the Herald 
changed to a weekly. There are many 
good things to be had from exchanges, and 
enough things interesting to every Latter 
Day Saint to give us one. A!nd, what is 
more, the influence and position of the 
church needs and demands a weekly edi
tion. 

I want Bro. E. C. Briggs to visit me; can 
give him a home and some help. I want 
truth presented to the people in this town 
in such a manner as shall leave them with
out excuse in the Judgment day. To this 
end I am willing to do all that God re
quires of me. There are many good peo
ple here; but, like all lumbering towns, 
many are Godless, careless, and unknow
ing as to the ways of life. Of course there 
are some "blind leaders" with dim lamps 
groping among creeds; yet they seem 
friendly and kind to me. I sometimes. 
think that the Lord does accept and bless. 
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many with his Spirit, and then again at 
<>ther times-as only last_ Sundav when wit 
nessing infant baptism-my soul, like Lot's, 
"was vexed." Tell Bro. E. C. B. to come 
and I will find churches or halls in which 
to tell the people of"the more perfect way." 

Excuse my tax on your patience. Your 
friend and brother in the covenant, 

MYRON H. BOND. 

Massachusetts District. 
The above conference convened at Bo~ton, 

,July 29th, 1876. George C. Smith, pre
'Siding; John Gilbert and Senterlow Butler, 
clerks. 

A document was presented by Br. John 
Smith, requesting the confe:ence to appoi?t 
a court of elders to enqmre into certam 
grievances that existed between the presi
ilent of the district and the president of the 
m1ss1on. The request was granted, and 
conference appointed elders Senterlow But
ler, George C. Smith and Elias N. Webster. 

Evening.-Prayer by Elder John Smith. 
Elders' Reports.-J. W. Nichols, Albert 

Nickerson, John Gilbert, Geo. C. Smith, 
John Smith, Wm. Bradbury, G. S. Yarring
ton, C. N. Brown, F. M. Sheehey, Eleazer 
Small, Wm. Pond, Senterlow Butler, in per
son, and Erastus Vickers by letter. 

Priests L. E. Miller, F. A. Potter, John 
McKee, J.C. Gardner, A. D. Moon, and John 
Potts; teachers Henry Islieb, Chas. Coombs 
Rnd Alvin E. Warner, and deacons W. Cliff, 
Wm. Crompton and Frank Steffe reported. 

An examining committee on branch re
ports was appointed. Committee ou A. J. 
Cowden's case reported. Report accepted 
and committee discharged. 

The president reported his labors with 
Potter Bates; and, as certain charges had 
been made against him, he requested that 
an elders' court be appointed to examine the 
matt.er. Wm. Bra.dbury, G. S. Yerrington 
and John Gilbert were appointed as the court. 

Financial report of the president was re
ceived, as follaws: Moneys received from 
all sources $12.30: expended in district 
::i;9.26; now on hand $3 04. 

July 30th, 10 a.m.-A friendly discussion 
upon par. 10, sec. 17, D. C. was held. Re
port of committee on branch reports was 
presented, accepted, and the committee was 
discharged. 

Providence 56 members, 6 baptized, 1 
cut. off. Plainville 8 members, 1 baptized. 
Simmonsville 13 members, no change. Den
isport, 58 members, no change. Fall River 
'72 members, 2 baptized, 3 cut off. Douglas 
13 members, 3 reinstated. Brooklyn 8 mem
bers. Boston 42 members, 1 baptized. 

Resolved that branches in this district 
are hereby requested not to grant certifi-

cates of removal, only to those who are re
moving beyond the limits of the branch 
where they belong. 

Amos D. Moon was continued in his mis
sion to West Greenwich. 

A letter from the Simmonsville branch, 
recommendin~ Amos D. Moon for ordina
tion as an elder, was referred back to the 
branch for the signature of the president, 
and when obtained the district clerk is to 
give inst.ructions for his ordination. 

John Gil!Jert tendered his resignation as 
clerk of the district, which was not accepted. 

Bishop's agent .. Elias N. Webster, repol't
ed as follows: On hand last report $26 50, 
received since $14 00, total amount $40 50 
paid out $8 00, balance on hand $32.50'. 
Report accepted. 

The question of dividing the district into 
sub-districts was indefinitely postponed. ·· 

The court of elders appointed in the case 
of John Smith vs. Charles N. Brown made 
their report, which was received and they 
were discharged. 

Resolved that we act on the report in de
tail. 

First clause of report was read, discussed, 
put to vote and lost. 

Adjourned for preaching. 
Prayer by John Gilbert. Preaching by 

Wm. Pond. 
Five o'lock p.m.-Second clause pf the 

report was read, discu.1sed, put to vote and 
adopted. Third clause was read, discussed, 
put to vote and adopted. 

Report of court of elders in the case of 
Potter Bates was received and court dis
charged. 

Resolved that the request of Potter Bates, 
to be disfellowshipped, be granted. 

Seven p m.-One hour and a half was 
spent in prayer and testimony, and a very 
profitable time was enjoyed. 

Resolved that we do not sustain Charles 
N. Brown as president of the New England 
Mission, so far as his authority extends 
over the Massachusetts District.; and that 
we request the. General Conference to release 
him from all charge over this district. 

The president and clerk were authorized 
to send the above, over their own signature, 
to the genernJ authorities. 

Resolved that the money now in the hands 
of John Smith be devoted to defraying con
ference expenses. 

That we sustain by our faith and prayers 
Joseph Smith, as President of the Church, 
also as prophet, seer and revelator, together 
with his counsellors, the quorem of the 
twelve, and all the quorums and autho.rities 
in righteousness; also Josiah Ells as presi
dent of the eastern mission; also George C. 
Smith as president and John Gilbert as 
clerk of this district until next conference. 

Adjourned to meet in Providence, R. I., 
October 28th, 1876. 
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.!labama District. 
The above conference convened at Lone 

Star branch, Monroe county, Ala., at 10 
a.m., July 15th, 1876. G. T. Chute called 
to the chair as president pro tem., and J.M. 
Booker as clerk pro tem. 

Prayer by G. R. Scogins. 
Proceeding to permanent organization, G. 

T. Chute was chosen president of the dis
trict, and W. D. Clark district clerk. 
· Branch reports were presented and the 
elders present reported. 

At 4 p.m., prayer by G. Vickery. 
Branch Reports.-Pleasant Hill 56 mem

bers, branch prosperous. Butler 27 mem
bers, condition good. Lone Star no report. 

The authorities of the church were sus
tained. Preaching in the evening by F. 
Vickery. 

Sunday, 11 a.m.-Preaching by G. T. 
Chute. At 3 p.m., met for prayer and tes
timony. The Spirit was present. Wm. D. 
Clark was ordained a priest. Preaching in 
the evening by G. R. Scogins. 

Adjourned to meet at the Butler branch, 
on Saturday, November 11th, 1876. 

Kent and Elgin District. 
The above conference convened at Joh~ 

Taylor's, Zone branch, June 10th, 1876, by 
appointing Arthur Leverton, president, and 
Joseph Emmett, clerk. Prayer by E. C. 
Briggs. 

Resolved that this conference accept E. 
C. Briggs as president of the Canada Mis
sion, and J. S. Patterson as his co-laborer. 

That the rights of conference be extended 
to all the brethren from the States. 

Branch Reports.-London, at last report 
30, baptized 82, present total 112. 

Zone 32 members, 1 baptized. Sunday 
School 2 teachers, 15 scholars, total 17. 
Financial Report: Balance and receipts 
$40.51; paid to Bishop's Agent $20.00, on 
hand $20.51. 

Buckhorn 91 members, 7 baptized, 3 re
moved by letter. 

Usborne 32 members, 7 baptized, 1 ex-
pelled, l died. 

Botany 18 members, 1 died, 1 expelled. 
Puce River 12 members. 
Seventies' Reports.--Robert Davis labored 

in the different branches in this district, and 
then went to Michigan, in company with 
Arthur Leverton, and remained there from 

·December to May, preaching and teaching 
to the best of his ability. Organized one 
branch, in Lapeer, of 35 members, blessed 
many children, administered to many sick, 
to some with good effect. Held a discus
sion in Buxton, Jane 3rd, with a Disciple 
minister, and had baptized 19 since last 
conference. George Shaw had labored some 
in Chatham and Dover, confirmed 3 ; ad
ministed to some. 

Elders' Reports.-A. Leverton preached 
in London, with Robert. Davis and others 
and baptized one there. Then went t; 
Michigan, and labored about eight weeks 
and baptized ten. Had more calls for 
preaching than he could fill. Came home, 
and. went to London to settle dificulties. 
This, with branch labors, had been his work 
since last conference. John Shippy had! 
preached in most of the branches; baptized 
two. John Cornish had rreached a good! 
deal in London, also in Exeter, Usborne, 
Lambeth and Hyde Park; since last con
ference baptized seventy-four. John Mc• 
Kenzie administered to some sick with good 
effect. Geo. Cleaveland had preached, and 
baptized three. Joseph Snively had found 
good opportunities and tried to fill them. 
Norman Blakely and John McKenzie re
ported their labors. 

Priests' Reports.-Elijah Sparks, A. Mc·
Kenzie, Wm. Newton, John Taylor, Benj. 
Blackmore and James Robb reported la.bore 
in their several branches. John Hartnall 
had preached three times publicly and bap
tized two. Joseph Emmet, besides branch 
labor,' had presented the truth to many, re-
ceived promises of openings and preached 
once on the Lake. Wm. Newton baptized 
three ~nd ".isited officially. S. Reynolds la
bored m his branch and assisted in baptiz
ing two. 

2 P.M.-The afternoon was spent in free 
discussion. At 7:30 p.m., Elder Joseph 
Shippy, priest Wm. Cairns and teachers 
John Cornish, Stephen Emmett and Phelalll 
Shaw reported labors in their branches. 

Committee on Lindsley Meeting House 
reported through the president, John Ship
py, who said he had done all he could, and 
intended soon to have the deed in hands of 
the committee. 

Resolved that the report be received and 
committee sustained. 

That the former "Building Committee of 
the Lindsley Meeting House," viz., John, 
Traxler, Norman Blakely, Robert Burr, Geo. 
Shaw and Robert Gawley be released. 

Bishop's Agent reported having received' 
$20. 00; no expenditure. Discussion on· 
Bishop's Agent's money. 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., met for prayer and 
testimony, Joseph Snively presiding. A 
general good feeling prevailed. At 11 a m., 
John J. Cornish spoke on the principles of 
the doctrine of Christ. At 2. p.m., J. S. 
Patterson preached on the Book of Mormon. 
Large congregations; good attenton. At 
7:30 p.m., preaching by E. C. Briggs on the 
gifts ·belonging to Christ's church. 

Monday, June 12th.-Resolved that the 
Bishop's Agent be sustained. 

President selected Joseph Shippy, George 
Cleveland and Joseph Snively a court to try 
cases that may come before this conference .. 
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2:30 P.M.-Talk on missions was had. 
Arthur Leverton said that he was willing 

to go into the field all the time, if the dis 
trict would support his family. Geo. Cleve
land offered to pledge himself to give one
tenth of his earnings for that purpose, as he 
was in favor of keeping a missionary in the, 
:field. John McKenzie reported Norton 
Creek branch, Province of Quebec, verbally. 
President of conference reported that Thos. 
Hartnall, who was given notice through the 
Herald to appear at this conference, had 
made ample restitution, but that Geo. Taylor, 
to whom notice was given at the same time, 
had failed to appear or make restitution. 

Resolved that we raise our hands against 
George Taylor to disfellowship him, evi
dence against him being satisfactory. 

The authorities of the church were sus
tained; also A. Leverton as president, and 
Joseph Emmet as clerk of the district. 

Adjourned to meet in London, October 
14th and 15th, 1876. 

Northern Minnesota District. 
A conference of the above district was 

held at Br. Geo. Gould's, Silver Lake, Otter 
Tail county, June 3d, 1876. Marcus Shaw, 
presiding, and Henry Way, clerk. 

Branch Reports.-Oak Lake 31 members, 
1 baptized, 2 died, Hope of Zion 21 mem
bers, 2 baptized, 1 expelled. 

Elders B. B. Anderson, George Gould, T. 
J. Martin, J. R. Anderson, H. Way, C. A. 
Sherman, F. E. Anderson, and priests C. 
Clayton, G. Gould and R. B. Anderson re· 
:ported. The president made a report of his 
labors, and of his trip to the Annual Con· 
ference, as delegate from the district. He 
also spoke of the promises that were made 
to the branches through Br. T. W. Smith 
when he was here, and how the blessings 
had been fulfilled. 

The authorities of the church were sus
tained, also the officers of this district, and 
of the branches thereof. 

Sunday, June 4th, was occupied by Brn. 
l\I. Shaw, T. J. Martin and others in preach
ing the word; after which a prayer and 
testimony meeting was held, and the Spirit 
of God was manifested to a great degree. 
During the Conference many blessings were 
received. 

Conference adjourned tomeetat Oak Lake, 
November 11th, at 1:30 p.m. 

Philadelphia District. 
The above conference convened in the 

city on Sunday, August 27th, 1876, at 10:30 
a.m. John Stone, president; Joseph A. 
Stewart, secretary. 

Bishop I. L. Rogers, of I!Jinois, was 
present and took part. in the proceedings. 

Branch Reports.-Philadelphia 48 mem· 
bers, l expelled. Hornerstown 9 members. 

Hyde Park 22 members. Danville 7 mem
bers. South Bethlehem, no report. 

Elders' Reports.-John Stone said that 
he had labored to the best of his ability; 
visited the New Jersey branch, and found 
the saints firm in the faith and having the 
Spirit of God; found the South Bethlehem 
branch few in number, by removal of mem
bers; "if I have one desire above another 
it is that I may ever stand faithful to the, 
end." Asa Copeland has done all that he 
could in behalf of this work, and knows that 
it is the work of God. James Logan and 
Joseph Lightkip reported. Joseph A. Stew
art said that he had visited New Jersev 
with Br. Banta and Br. Small, and has 
preached twice there. Wm. Small had la
bored in the Hornerstown branch ; think& 
that many are believing, and all the mem
bers are faithful; he felt :firm in the faith, 
and is willing to go and preach whenever 
he can find an opening. Lewis D. Morgan 
said that his faith was on the increase, and· 
that he is trying to do all the good he can. 
Wm. Crumb and Henry Jones reported b;)' 
letter. 

Resolved that Henry Jones' report, with 
request to renew James Jenkins' license, be 
accepted. 

Priests Wm. H. Harrison and Wm. Harria 
reported. 

Resolved that the president appoint a com
mittee to call upon the book agent, to know 
why he is not here, and what he has done. 

7:30 P M.-After preaching by Brn. Mor· 
gan and Stone, business was resumed. The 
book agent made a report, and on motion. 
the report wns laid on the table. John 
Stone was sustained as president, and 
Joseph A. Stewart as clerk. The authori
ties of the church were sustained in right
eousness. 

Adjourned to meet in Philadelphia, Nov. 
25th, 1876. 

Bishop's Agent Appointed. 
In accordance with a notification from Br. 

E. TuL Wildermuth, clerk of the Eastern Iowa 
District, of the choice of Br. L. P. Russell 
to act as Bishop's Agent for that district, as 
per resolution in their conference, Septem
ber 2d, 1876, I hereby appoint him to that 
office, trusting that the Saints will aid the 
cause through him, and that good will be 
done thereby. I. L. ROGEF,s, Bishop. 

:Brancll Organization. 
The Boone Creek Branch, Missouri, was 

organized July 23d, 1876, by Br. Wm. H. 
Hazzledine of St. Louis conference, with 
nine members, including three officers, viz., 
Daniel Evans presiding elder, Henry Holds~ 
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worth presiding priest, Wm. Jemmett pre
siding teacher. Address: Sullivan, Frank
lin county, Missouri. 

Board of Publication Meeting. 
!ifinutes of the session held September 5th, 

1876. Present: Israel L. Rogers, David 
Dancer, John Scott, Henry A. Stebbins. 
'L N. W. Cooper, secretary. 

After prayer, the minutes of the last ses
-sion were read. 

The Secretary was instructed to forward 
to the General Conference the petition of 
"the Board to have the resolution of 1870, 
which provided for the organization of the 
'Board, amended, as per resolution of the 
June meeting of the Board. 

The Secretary's Report was read, receiv
<id and acted upon by items. 

The Financial Report of receipts and ex
penditures from May 16th to August 16th, 
1876: 
Cash on hand May lGth ................................ $ 196 84 
Total Receipts for three months .................... 2,290 82 

$2,487 66 
EXPENDITUitF;S. 

<Ji:;iosby, Barnitz & Co., for paper .................... $246 54 
-Other Stock, and for Binding ......................... 100 33 
'.Postage on Heralds, Hopes, and Books ............ 118 26 
Freight, express, drayage, incidentals, and coal 149 42 
Dn Rent account .......................................... 100 00 
D. P. Lambert, on reporting account .............. 55 00 
Returned to depositors ................................... 176 46 
James Anderson, on account ........................ !. 50 00 
Paid employees ............................................. 1332 07 
On Church account and Library..................... 7 21 
Store and office fixtures ....... ,......................... 12 50 
Balance on hand ............................................ 13a 87 

$;';~7 6~ 

The following was adopted: Resolved that 
all paTties acting as agents for us make a 
report of the amount of books on hand twice 
·each year, namely, on the first of February 
and the first of August, and that failing to 
·do so, the Business Manager is authorized 
to call in the books, if thought advisable. 

Bill for papers and postage on the same, 
in the interests of the English Mission, 
amounting to $58 62 was presented to the 
Bishopric and allowed. 

Bill for Church Library of $16.02 was 
also allowed. · 

Account of Br. Thomas Taylor, of Eng
land, was orpered to be presented to the 
General Conference for adjustment. Ad

ourned with benediction. 
I. N. W. COOPER, secretary. 

Church Library. 
The following five volumes have been pre

sented to the Church Library by Sr. John 
E. Page, of DeKalb, Illinois :-"Bihlia He
·braica" (Heb'rew Bible); "Hebrew and 
English Lexicon;" "Hebrew Grammar·" 
"L!ber Psalmorum" (the Psalms in H'e-

brew); "Supplement to J. Seixas' Manual 
Hebrew Grammar, for the Kirtland, Ohio, 
Theological Institution. "-1836. 

JOHN ScOTT, Libra1'ian. 

Notified to Appear. 
This is to notify sister Abbie H. Swan that 

she must appear, or communicate by letter 
to the president or clerk of the Boston 
Branch (No. 4 Highland Park), within three 
months from date, or her case will be acted 
upon as though she were there present. By 
order of the Boston Branch. 

EDGAR WOODWARD, Olerk. 
BOSTON, Sept. 23d, 1876. 

Expelled. 
l\fargaret Craig and Martha Morris were, 

for unchristian conduct, .excommunicated 
from the Dry Fork branch, Wayne county, 
Ills., February 13th, 1876, by the unanim
ous vote of said branch. 

JOHN F. THOMAS, Pres. and Olerk. 

Birth and Death notices inserted free; Marriage 
notices one dollar each. 

MARRIED. 
At DeKalb, Illinois, September 24th.1876, 

by Br. Henry A. Stebbins, Br. Wm. Eaton, 
of Independence, l\Io., and Sr. l\<Iary Page, 
of DeKalb, Illinois. 

Also, at the same time and· place by the 
same, Br. Judson S. Small and Sr. Celina 
E. Page, of DeKalb. · 

At Sandwich, Illinois, by Br. H. A. Steb
bins, October 3d, 1876, Mr. George Sails
bury and sister Hannah Ewings, both of 
Sandwich. 

At the residence of the bride's parents, 
Rock Creek, Hancock county, Illinois, Sep
tember 25th, 1876, by Br. J. H.· Lake, Br. 
Alfred McGahan and Sr. Mary A. Steven
son. May their happiness and joy be con· 
tinual, but their troubles and sorrows cen-
termial. J, H. L. 

DIED. 
At Deer Isle, Maine, of diptheria, the fol

lowing named children of Bro. Alonzo and 
Sr. Synthia Hutchinson: 

Charlie H., February 22d, 1876, aged 7 
years, 7 months, and 5 days. 

Willie A., March 5th, 1876, aged 5 years, 
7 months, and 17 days. 

:Freeman E., March 18th, 1876, aged 10 
months and 27 days. 

Mary A., March 22d, 1876, aged 3 years 
and 5 days. 

Death came to ns with solemn knell, 
And. took from our dear home, 

Fol'~~'f!}: ~~:~t .. ~;~;~d so well, 
Yes,· all alone, but God is near, 

And hears us When we pray; 
And He will bring onr darlings back, 

ln the Resurrection Day. 
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At her father's house, near Buffalo, Scott 
county, Iowa, September 2d, 1876, of typhoid 
fever, sister Margaret Gold, aged 25 years 
and 10 months. She endured her·protracted 
illness with Christian resignation and for
titude. Having in health "chosen that good 
part," by yielding obedience to the com
mandments of God, she passed the ordeal 
.without intimating any fear or doubt, and 
she died as she had lived, manifesting that 
meek and quiet spirit which should charac
terize all the saints. I have known sister 
Margaret since she was twelve years old, 
and knew her to have been a young lady of 
pure christian character, and as having 
those virtues that are not always apprecia
ted while the possessor lives; but when 
death comes we are led to reflect upon what 
they were while living, and thus while tak
ing the last view, we spoke of sister Mar
garet.'s past life, and we could recollect of 
no act of her life that was intended to 
wound the feelings of a fellow being. Her 
life seemed indeed a preparation for the one 
she has gone to enjoy, and her body to be a 
pure emblem thereof. Her death is a sad 
one to her family and friends, and a dutiful 
daughter, an affectionale sister, and a noble 
exa~ple of virtue and goodness has gone to 
rest, and the Church has lost a faithful 
member. She was born in Scott county, 
Iowa, November 3rd, 1850, and was baptiz. 
ed June 25th, 186!). F. II. WILLIAMSON. 

At her residence, near Shenandoah, Fre
mont county, Iowa, June 22d, 1876, of in
flammatory rheumatism, and after a long 
illnesR, Sr. Clarissa Miller, aged 59 years 
and 10 months. She bore her suffering pa
tiently, and without murmuring. She was 
born August 23d, 1816, in Philadelphia, and 
was baptized by J. P. Green in Buffalo, N. 
Y., February, 1837. She united with the 
Reorganization, April 9th, 1876, and was a 
true saint. Funeral services by Br. William 
Redfield. J. R. B. 

At Deer Isle, Maine, of consumption, Sr. 
Lavinia B. Eaton, aged 17 years, 2 mont.hs, 
and 2 days. She was the daughter of Bro. 
G. W. and Sr. Hannah Eaton, and was bap
tized in 1860, and died in 1865, in full faith 
of the gospel. 

Dear Vinia, thou bast left us, 
Thy stay on earth is done; 

Thy soul is numbered with the blest, 
But thy friends are left to mourn. 

:Sy us no more thy voice is heard, 
Singing thy Maker's praise; 

'Twas thy delight to serve thy Lord, 
And thou loved him all thy days. 

Addresses. 
John H. Hansen, box 860, Council Bluffs, 

Iowa. 
M. H. Forscutt, cl\re R. M. Elvin, Neb

raska City, Neb. 
John C. Foss, Machias, Maine. 
John T. Davies, box 38, Cherokee, Craw

ford county, Kansas. 

PUBLICATIONS ISSUED AND FOR SALE 
BY THE 

Board of Publication of the Reorganized Church, 
AT THEIR PUBLISHING HOUSE 

PLANO, KENDALL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
--ototo--

True Latter Day Saints' Herald : 
A semi-monthly periodical, 82 pages, edited by JosEP'1 
SMITH and HENRY A. STEBBINS. This is an official or-
gan, explanatory of the faith of the church, and con
tains correspondence from different parts of the world., 
giving accounts of the progress of the church, amt 
setting forth the. dealings of God with his people. 

Price $2.15 per year, half year $1.10, per quarter 5-S 
cents, free of postage. 

Zion's Hope: 
A semi-monthly paper for children and Sunday Schooh· 
Edited by JOSEPH SMITH and IIENRY A. STEBBINS. 

Price 60 cents per annum, 30c. per half year, fre& 
of postage. 

Every child in Israel should be supplied with tha 
HoPE. It is designed specially to qualify them ·ror 
the great future, in which we anticipate their per-
forming so important a part. 1 

Holy Scriptures : 
Inspir,ed Translation by Joseph the Martyr. 

Bound in Roan, ...... •....• .. .... 2 2(} 
" Imitation Turkey, gilt ... H-• 2 7ffr 

New Testament, inspired 65 

Book of Mormon: 
Full Roan, sprinkled edges, ...... . ....• 1 25 
Full Turkey l\forocco, marbled edges ...... 1 75 
Full Turkey Morocco, full gilt, gilt edges, ...... 2 25 

Doctrine and Covenants. 
In sprinkled Sheep....... . ...... 1 25 
In Morocco, marpled edges, •..... 1 75 

The Saints' Harp-Hymn Book: 
:Eou.nd in Roan, plain 

·~ Roan, gilt, gilt edges 
Morocco, plain, marbled edges 

Hesperis: 
Foems, by David II. Smith, 202 pages, fancy 

...... 1 2i> 

.....• 1 7~ 

...... 2 00 

cloth, gilt edges ...... l 5'.) 

Pamphlets: 
Rules of Order and Debate for all the Deliberativa 

Assmblies of the Church; also a chapter on Branch 
Rules, and one on Reports of Branches and Districts. 
32 mo., 128 pages, bound in limp cloth, 50 cts. 

Visions of Joseph Smith the Seer, Discoveries of An· 
cient American Records and Relics, with the State~ 
ment of Dr. Lederer (Converteli Jew) and Others, in 
colored covers, 43 pages, by mail 10 cents each, three 
for 25 cents, twelve for 75 cents. 
The Voice of Warning and Instruction to all People, 

74 pages, by mail 20 cents each; three for 50 centaJ 
one dozen for $2. 

Trial of the Witnesses to the Resurrection of Jesus; 
a legal argument, 30 pages, 10 cents each. 

Maggie and l\iary; or the Slanderer Exposed, 16 pagoa, 
10 cents. 

Concordance to Book of Covenants, 24 pages, 10 cents t 
Minutes of Annual Conference, ofl873, lOc. each. 
A Memorial to Congress, 8 pages, 20 cents per dozen~ 

$1.30 per hundred. 
Trial of the "\Vitnesses to the Resurrection, 32 pageer.l 

8 cents each 1 75 cents per dozen, $5.25 per hundred. 
Prophecy on the Rebellion, 20 cents per hundred. 
Songs of Zion, by T. W. Smith, 32 pages, lOc. each, $1 

par dozen. 

Certificates and Reports: 
Removal Certificates, per hundred t ....... 1 00· 
Marriage u " " ••• • •••••• l 50 
Branch Statistical Reports, per dozen 50 
Annual " " two for 15 
Branch Financial per dozen 30 
District " " 55 
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Ti· acts: 
No. I, Mountain of the Lord's Rouse, 8 pages,20 cents 

per dozen, $1.30 per hundred. 
No. 2, Truth Made Manifest, 12 pages, 25 cents per do· 

zen, $1. 75 per hundred. 
.No.ll, Voice of the Good Shepherd, 4pages, 8 cents 
··per dozen, 60 cents per hundred.' 
No. 4, Epitome of Faith and Doctrine, one page, 5 cts. 

per dozen, 30 cents per hundred. 
No. 5, 'fhe Gospel, 2 pages, 6 cents per dozen, 85 cents 

per hundred. 
No. 6, The "One .Baptism;" its }fode, Subjects, Pr&--Re .. 
· qnisites and Design; aud Who Shall Administer; 18 

pages, 35 cents per dozen, $2.60 per hundred. 
Ifo. 7, Who Then Can be Saved, 4 pages, 8 cents per 

dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 
No, 8, Fullness of the Atonement, 1'6 ,pages, 30 cents 

per dozen, $2 per hundred. . · 
No. 9, Spiritualism Vie\Ved from a Scriptural Stand .. 

Point, 20 pages, 40 cents per dozen, $3 per hundred. 
No. IO, The Narrow Way, 8 pages, 20 cents per doze:a, 

$1.30 per hundred. 
No. 11; The Plan of Salvation, 18 pages, 35 cents per 

dozen, $2.60 per hµndred. 
No. 12, The Bible versus Polygamy, 14 pages, 30 cents 

per dozen, $1.90 per hundred. 
No.14, fu>ply to Orson Pratt, 16 pages, 30 cents per 

dozen, $2 per hundred. 
No.15, Idolatry, 4 pages, 8 cents per dozen, 60 cents 

per hundred. 
No. 16, Polygamy: Was it an Original Tenet of the 

Church 1 10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.60 per hun· 
dred. 

No. 17, The Successor in the Prophetic Office and Pre· 
sidency of the Church, 16 pages, 30 cents per dozen, 
$2 per hundred. 

No.18, Rejection of the Church, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
dozen, $1.30 per hundred; 

No. 20, The "One Body;'' or the Church of Christ under 
the Apostleship and und'e.r tha Apostasy, 16 pages, 
30 cents per dozen, $2,per hundred. 

No. 21, Truths by Three Witnesses, d-ne page, 5 cents 
per dozen, 20 cents per hundred. 

N'o. 22, Faith and Repentance, 8 pages, 20 cents per 
do?.en, $1.30 per hundred. 

No. 23, Baptism, 10 pages, 25 cents per dozen, $1.60 per 
hundred. 

No. 24, The Kingdom of God, 4 pages, 8 cents per doz
en, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. 25, Laying on of Hands, 4 pages, 8 cents per dozR 
en, 60 cents per hundred. 

No. i6, ltiountain of the Lord's House, 4 pages, 8 cents 
per dozen, 60 cents per hundred. 

=so. 27, 1'he Sabbath Question, 12 pages, 25 cents per 
dozen, $1.75 cents per hundred. 

No. 28, The Basis of Polyg_amy, a Criticism upon the 
('o called) Revelation of July 12th, 1843, 8 pages, by 
J. \.V. Briggs; 20 cents a dozen, $1,30 a hundred. 

An assortment of Tracts 50 cents. 

IN GERMAN LANGUAGE. 
No. 19, Epitome of Faith and Doctrine, and Revelation 

on late Rebellion, 2 pages, 6 cts. per dozen, 35 centa 
per hundred. 

Whc Then Can be Saved, 4 pages, 25 cents per dozen, 
$1.40 per hundred. 

The Gospel, 2 pages, 6 cts. per dozen, 35 per hundred; 

Licenses and Notices: 
1'~1der's Licenses, per hundred 
Priest's " " " 
Teacher's 
Deacon's 
i!:llank Notices for Lectures, per hundred 

....... 1 00 

....... l 00 

....... 1 00 

....... 1 00 

'' " " Preaching· ' " ' ...... . 
" Two Days' Meetings, per 100 

50 
50 
50 

Sunday School Tickets: 
\rickets for Prompt Attendance, per 1000 

" ,. H " per 100 
'Good Behavior, per 1000 

" " per 100 
for I, 2, 3, or 4 Lessons, per 1000 

" " per 100 
Reward Cards, Jl<lr 100 

....... 1 00 
15 

...... l (JO 
15 

....... 1 00 

..• ·.... 15 
60 

Blank Books: 
Branch Records, well bound in Leather backs and cor

ners, muslin sides, printed headings, s.nd ruled for 
312 names. Every branch •hould have one. 2 00 

Branch Records, same as above, for 624 names. 3 00 
District Records, printed headings and ruled for 

1,248 names, and bound same as above 3 00 
BrancJ1 Finance Book, headed and ruled 

for receipts and ~xpenditures of money, for Branch 
DistriCt, and general Church funds; pric0 35 cts.. • 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Ordination Certificates 

bound in flexible covers, 40 cents each~ 

FORSCUTT AND SHINN DISCUSSION. 

DISCUSSION BETWEEN 

REV. JOHN L. SHINN, 
Of the Universalist Church, and 

ELDER MARK H. FO.RSCUTT, 
Of the Reorganized Church of Jes us Christ 

of Latter Day Saints. 

J. L. Shinn affirms that "The Bible teaches 
that the Coming of Christ to judge the 

World is now past," 
Mark H. Forscutt affirms that "The Bible 

teaches the Literal Resurrection of the 
Body from the Grave." 

Price: Cloth, 7 5 cts. j PapeP, 50 cts. 
The discussion lasted four days, and makes 

a book of 194 closely printed pages 

15 October 76. 
J¥i!f" Look Here.-A mark opposite this notice 
will inform subseribers that their time is out with 
the number thus marked, as many fail to notice the 
time on their label. Remittances are desired. 

Attention is called to the last page, where is given 
full instructions about how and to whom to send all 
money, orders, and business letters, as recently ad
vised. 

NOTICE. 
When changing your place of residence, or desiring 

your paper sent to a different post~office, be particular 
in giving, in full, the name of the post.office, county, 
and state where you had been last receiving it, and 
distinctly state the name of the post-office, county and 
state to which you wish your paper sent in the future. 
If your paper has been going in a package, state 

whose. 
When mailing a letter, whether in a rai1roadcar,on 

a steamb?at, or while visiting at a friend's, in every 
instance give your own address where you are taking 
your paper .. 

When taking subscriptions for HERALD and HOPE be 
particular in gi"ving the correct address of the "new 
subscriber." 1 

If your paper has been discontinued, state where 
you have last been taking it, and the time it was stop
ped . 

THE TRUE LATTER DAY SAINT•' HERALD is published 
SEMI-MONTHLY, at Plano, Kendall Co., Illinois, by the 
Board of Publication of the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and is edited by 
JOSEPH SMITH and HENRY A. STEBBINS. $2.15 per year· 

All remittances, orders~ and business C"lmmnr.Jca-
tions intended for the office of publlcation, must b~ 
directed to Henry A. Stebbins, Bore 50, Plano, Kendall 
Cb , Ills. All sums over Five Dollars should be se>it by I 
Draft on Chicago, Post Office Order on Plano, by regis
tered letter, or by Express. Remittances sent in any 
other manner will be at -the risk of the sender. 
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"HEARKEN TO TBll WORD OF THE LoRD, FOR TBllRE SBA.LL NOT ANY MAN AMONG YOiJ BAVB SAVB l'l Bii 
ONll WIFll; AND OONOUBINllS BB SHALL H':Vll NONB,"-Book of JHO'N/Wll, . 

OWBEN TB RIGHTEOUS ARB IN AUTHORITY, THll PBOPLB Rll.T01011j BUT WHBN THB WIOKlm BEAUTB 
BULB, THB PEOPLE MOURN."-.Prov. 29: 2. 

Vol. 23 PLANO, ILL., NOVEMBER 1, 1876. No.21. 

MINUTES 
OF THE 

Semi-Annual Conference, October, 1876. 

Conference convened near Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, at 10 o'clock, A.M., Friday, 
October 6th, 187.6. 

President Joseph Smith being absent 
in California, President Wm. W. Blair, 
his First Counselor, was chosen to pre
side, and J. Charles Jensen, of Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, was chosen as clerk of the 
conference, in the absence of the Church 
Secretary. 

Prayer was offered by Pres. Blair ; 
arid the weather being cold for out 
door service, the conference adjourned to 
meet in Springville Hall, at 1:30 p. m. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 
OCTOBER 6TH. 

Hymn 448. Prayer by Br. Z. H. 
Gurley. Hymn 614. Pres. Blair said 
that the conference had met to work, 
not to idle away time; and that moder
ation should govern us, for as we wish 
our brethren to be patient and forbear
ing towards us, so we should act towards 
them. Let us try to be earnest and en
ergetic, and lose sight of self in the in
terests of the work. The chief effort of 
the church is to preach Christ's gospel, 
and to establish it as he and his apostles 
did. Let us be careful that we build 
aright, so that our work may stand. I 
feel that God's Spirit is with us in our 
meetin11: together .. 

Br. Eli T. Dobson was chosen as assist
· ant clerk. 

The minutes of the Annual session of 
April, 1876, were read. 

Whok N.o. 357'. 

The President was authorized to ap
. point a committee to select elders to 
preach during the conference. He ap. 
pointed Brn. Jas. Ca:lfall, J. M. Harvey 
and K Banta. 

By resolution the following appoint
ments were made: Br. J as. Caf{all and 
Andrew Hall to select a police force; Br. 
M. H. Forscutt as chorister and Br. 
Phineas Cadwell as his assistant; Br. 
Jas. Caffall to procure a janitor to take 
care of the hall. 

REPORTS OF DISTRICTS. 

St Louis: }(}branches, 590 members, in
cluding 2 high priests, 1 seventy, 40 elders, 
23 priests, 8 teachers and 8 deacons. Chang
es in six months, 28 baptized, 20 received 
by letter and vote, 16 removed by letter, and 
4 died. Spiritual condition of the branches 
is reported good. The elders and priests 
are not employed as branch officers, but ·re
ceive appointments to preach in various 
places in the district. Thus, also with the 
help of visiting elders, the people have more 
chance to hear the word of God ; and there 
is a large field of labor open. At our con
ference, held Sept. 4th, a resolution was 
made suggestin!? to the General Conference 
that Br. James X. Allen be assigned to mis
sion labor in the district, to preach and 
build up the church. W. H. Hazzledine, 
president; T. R. Allen, clerk. 

Fremont: 14 branches, 487 members, in
cluding 5 hi·gh priests, 1 seventy, 41 elders, 
15 priests, 19 teachers and 11 deacons. 

Kewanee: 14 branches, 475 members, in
cluding l apostle, 3 high priests, 6 seventy, 
44 elders, 24 priests, 14 teachers and 8 dea
cons; 15 baptined, 11 expelled. The work 
progresses slowly, not for lack of elders, but 
for lack of laborers. May the Lord send 
more laborers into the vineyard. A resolu
tion was adopted, Sept. 2d, requesting the 
General Conference to set off the Iowa por
tion of the district as a separate district; 
H. C. Bronson, president; J.M. Terry, clerk. 
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Decatur: 5 branches, 371 members, and 
with 24 scattered, aggregating 395 members, 
including 2 apostles, 3 high priests, 4 of the 
seventy, and 26 elders. A. W. Moffatt, 
president. 

Central Nebraska: 3 branches, 75 mem
bers, including 2 high priests, 8 elders, 6 
priests, 2 teachers, 1 deacon; 5 baptized, 4 
received, 1 removed. Saints generally in 
good standing. Br. Heman C. Smith has la
bored acceptably in the district, and it is 
the unanimous voice of the district to have 
him returned to us. Your humble servant 
has resigned the presidency of the district, 
and there is no one in charge, but it awaits 
the decision as to the return of Br. H. C. 
Smith. For myselfl present myself for the 
disposal of the conference, praying that God 
will direct your action in this and in all 
other matters. Charles Derry, delegate of 
district. 

Southern Indiana: The work throughout 
the district is in a fair condition, and the 
saints all seem to be engaged in it, and man
ifest an increased determination for the 
cause, while the officers are earnest and 
devoted. But, unfortunately, most of them 
are tied by having families to provide for. 
.Br. C. Scott is the only one who is devoting 
all his time, and many calls for preaching 
have to be unfilled. With this need in view 
the conference of September 2d adopted a 
>esolution requesting the General Confer
ence to appoint Br. W. H. Kelley to labor in 
this district. The Amanda branch, Ohio, 
requested admission into our district, and 
we granted the request, subjecHo the sanc
tion of General Conference. Herbert Scott, 
president; J. S. Constance, clerk. 

String Prairie and Nauvoo: 10 branches, 
380 members, including 1 apostle, 2 high 
J?riests, 1 seventy, 23 elders, 8 priests, 10 
teachers, and 6 deacons. J. H. Lake, pres
ident; Samuel Ferris, clerk. 

Far ·west: 7 branches, 287 members, in
cluding 1 high priest and 36 elders. Out of 
this number we have not oue who can devote 
all his time to the work of the ministry. As 
president of the district, I spend as much 
time as circumstances will permit and so 
do some other elders, and the Lord has truly 
blessed us the past six months, for 64 have 
been baptized, 39 of them by Er. T. W. 
Smith, who has been greatly blessed in his 
labors in some parts of the district. School
houses and churches are open for ,the elders 
to occupy, and good openings for preaching, 
the people being favorable to us, ·even where 
the saints were once driven away; the call 
is for us now to come. We changed the 
name of the district from North West Mis
souri to Far West, as the Nodaway District 
really embraces the northwest part of the 
state. James Kemp, president.': 

Northern Nebra8ka: 5 branches, about 200 

members, exclusive of scattered ones. Thir
ty baptized during the the last six mon t Jltl 
and a good prospect for more. Work in a. 
fair condition, although some difficulties in 
one or two branches. Many calls for preach
ing, more than we can fill; yet the elders 
who can labor are pushing the work onward. 
Thos. J. Smith, pres; Hans. Neilson, clerk. 

Central Jtlissouri: 5 branches, 128 mem
bers, including 15 elders and 5 priests; 20 · 
baptized since last report, 6 expelled, and 
1 died. Spiritual condition of the district 
slowly but steadily g.aining, and there is a 
prospect that many more will be added. A .. 
J. Cato, clerk. 

The Church Secretary, Bro. H. A. 
Stebbins, sent from Plano a letter en
closing items of business for the confer
ence, and. documents sent to him to be 
presented for its consideration, also eld
ers, repo;rts, etc.; among them the follow
ing extracts from a letter of Br. Glaud 
Rodger, missionary to, Australia, written 
at W aratah, August 23d, 18·76: 

Sr. Rodger has consented to my remain
ing here until wisdom directs otherwise; 
and from your letter I learn that it is also 
the wish of the authorities of the Church. 
I am not surprised at this, for I have felt 
for sometime, when thinking of home, that 
my work here was not done yet. I feel 
thankful for the confidence placed .in me, 
and shall ever seek by the grace of God, !() 
magnify my calling in whatever may be my 
lot. My letters will show you how much we· 
need help, and whoever comes here to labor 
will have his wo:rk before him. I am not 
adding many to the Church, though many 
are friendly to the cause and some of these 
may obey it in time. The saints are gener
ally doing well. I shall abide the qecision 
of the Conference, and will only add now 
that I feel that the foundation of a work is 
laid here that I hope will never be smren
dered. 

[In addition Br. Rodger writes of hav
ing succeeded in opening a correspond
ence with Victoria, and hopes that the 
way will also open for preaching the gos
pel ,in that part of Australia. He says 
that he would. soon return to the :Mann
ing River count;ry, where he expected 
th.at some good and honorable people 
would be baptized ere long.]-H.A.S. 

At the·riiquest of the President a let
ter fr0m Br. Geo. C. Smith, president of 
the Massachusetts District, was read; al
so a resolution enclosed therein as adopt. 
ed by said district, said resolqtion being 
that they did not sustain Br. Chas. N 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. 8AINTS' HERALD. 643 

"Brown as President of the New England 
Mission, so far as the Massachusetts Dis
trict is concerned, and requesting the 
General Conference to release him from 
all charge ever said district. 

The following missionary letters and 
elders' reports were read:-

Magnus Fyrando writes from Aalborg, 
Denmark: 

I send you a report of the Scandinavian 
Mission, that you may take some steps to sus
tain it, if you shall see the necessity to con
·tinue the same. Since last report I have been 
mostly at the above place, except in the sum
mer, when I was at Kopenhagan for about one 
month. I held meetings there and bap· 
tized three. Had to return to Aalborg to keep 
·up meetings here, and have baptized four in 
this place, . Bro. Hansen having also bap
tized four, in all eleven. One has left for 
America with Bro. Hansen. We .are now 
two elders, one priest, lay members ten. I 
have, during the summer, held meetings reg
ularly every Sunday in three different lo
calities, and mostly three meetings every 
Sunday. If not always large attendance, it 
has always been to attentive ones, and it has 
removed a great deal of prejudice and hard 
feelings towards the latter day work, which 
has been so greatly defiled by the Brigham
ites for the last twenty years. Wherever 
they went they left their paths covered with 
crimes of the deepest dye, and it will take 
a long time to convince the people that we 
have no connection with them, nor have 
they with the true Church of Christ, having 
departed' from the truth. We have distrib
uted a great many tracts, and held many 
meetings in different localities. Thousands 
have heard the truth, and are left to their 
own free will to receive it or reject it. 

Bro. Brix is with me at present; he has 
spent most of his time with his friends and 
relations during the summer, but will now 
take an active part in the mission for the 
future. I am now ready to leave for other 
fields of labor. I have a kind invitation 
from Kopenhagen, from Bro. Peterson, who 
says: "Can you not return? We miss you 
as a brother and a friend; there are several 
who now have their eyes open for the truth 
of the Reorganized Church of Christ, and if 
you could come you would have the privi
lege of administering the ordinance of bap
tism to several." I have also letters from 
Sweden. There are also good openings in 
this conn try. 

Now the question is, Can you send some 
elders to help us, two or more; or shall the 
work go down that is commenced on? I 
nope not Any one who can come can now 
find friends and true saints to receive them, 
and openings to preach in, and tracts ready 

to distribute. Who will come? I would 
recommend Bro. James Thomson of Ne
braska City. He is well known here, and 
he· was once president of this district for the 
Brighamites, about ten years ago, and he is 
well remembered. And some other good 
elders could come, for the field is great, and 
the laborers, oh! how few. The Brigham
ites are. straining every nerve to· push on 
the work here. They sent eleven mission
aries from Utah this spring and inore will 
come this fall. How many can the true 
church send? The Brighamites have in 
Scandimivia 791 in the district. You know 
how many the true church has here. Should 
you find it wisdom to relieve me at your con
ference, I shall be very glad, as I see that 
my family is a burden to the, generous 
saints of the Magnolia branch. They have 
done nobly in supporting my family, for 
which I can only say, God bless the saints 
for all their kindness. 

If I can be sustained so that I can travel 
this fall and winter to preach, and it shall 
be the will of God and his church, so may 
it be. I shall ·1eave it in the hand of the 
church, whose servant I am; and ask God to 
bless you in your assemblies, that your leg
islation may be for the great good of the 
church and kingdom of God on earth, shall 
forever be the prayer of your humble ser
vant. 

I can say about Bro. Brix, that although 
he is young in the cause, as also in the min
istry, yet he is worthy the faith and prayers 
of the saints, for he is indeed a humble 
servant of Christ, and will make a good 
workman that need not be ashamed of his 
work. We ask an interest in the prayers of 
the saints, that when you are richly bleat 
with the Spirit of God you will remember 
us in this far off country. · 

George Hicklin writes from West 
Belleville, Illinois: 

As I shall not be able to attend conference 
I send my report. I have been laboring in 
the St. Louis District since the April Gen
eral Conference, and I am doing the best I 
can for the good of the work of God. I 
have baptized two, blest some children, 
administered to the sick and preached 
nearly every Sunday, and the Lord has 
blest me in my labors, and I shall still try 
and do what I can in the work. 

Thomas Taylor, writes from Birming
ham, England: 

In offering to you the report of the Eng
lish Mission. I am pleased to say that the 
work is onward. We are still adding some 
to the fold and family of Christ, a few here 
and there in most parts of the mission; and 
all feel encouraged with the prospect that 
is before us. Since my last report to you 
I have visited most parts of the mission, 
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and find a good feeling among the people saints are inactive and need more active~ 
generally. The brethren are alive to their officers, those who would learn their duties· 
duties, and many precious blessings are the and do them, This _would cause the saints 
reeult. The gift of healing has been made to be more alive to the work in which they 
manifest in a miraculous manner, in many are engaged, and they would enjoy more of· 
cases; to God be the glory. I am also glad the spirit of the gospel. 
to inform you that within the last few days J h R L b - · d 
a branch has been organized in the city of osep · · am ert reporte in -per-
Manchester. Also on the 16th of Septem- son : 
ber, I baptized eleven precious souls, and My first labor after_ the April Confe-rence
the day following three more, and four or was in Hancock county, Illinois. I preacheu 
five others would have gone, but circum- in the Rock Creek, Elvaston and Pilot 
stances prevented the'm; but they will be Grove branches, with fair success, and bap
baptized in a few days. : Many ethers are tized two. Since our arrival in western 
investigating our claims, which I believe Iowa, I have prosecuted my labors to the 
will result in goe>d. This has not been ext~nt or my a~ility in Six Mile Grove, Mag
brought about partieularly by any of our noha, Little Sioux and Woodbine in Har
labors, but mainly through the tyrannical · rison county; Union Centre bran;h, in Mo
rule of the Utah elders, who wanted to force nona county; New Jefferson and vicinity 
upon them just what they pleased, without in Green county; and in Boone Boons~ 
the people asking any questions; but they borough and vicinity, in Boon_e co~nty. In 
have certainly missed their mark this time, Boone county, we found a promising field 
for these brethren and sisters have minds·of inviting the willing laborer to thrust in hi; 
their own, and think for themselves. This sickle and reap. In the city of Boone we 
has lead them to investigate, which has preached nine times in the Christian and 
proved to their satisfaction, and has resulted Universalist churches; attention and at
as before stated. And I must say that I am tendance very good. We were oppose_d by 
pleased to be associated. with men and wo- two preachers, one of whom was brought. 
men who will thinkand act for themselves; for the purpose of destroying the effectpro
and I have every reason to believe that duced by our preaching. Through the· 
their united efforts will reeult in bringing blessing of God our opponents were con
others to the light of truth. My prayer is founded, and every effort made by them re
that the Lord will bless them to that end. sulted in good to the cause. Excepting my 
The work now.as so opened up, that we have poor health I never was more greatly 
branches in London, Manchester, Birming- blessed in the presentation and defense of· 
ham, Sheffeld, and in many other places, the truth. I have preached about sixty-
which will afford good opportunity for one eight times, and baptized four. · 
who can devote his whole time to the cause. James Caffall reported in person: 
But perhaps su_ch a course would not pe · 
wise this winter, yet I must leave that to My efforts, though feeble, have been con-
your better judgment to decide. tinuous since the Annual Conference, in 

parts of western Iowa and Nebraska. I 
John H. Lake writes from Farming- have visited. districts and branches, and 

ton, Iowa: have preached in places where we have no· 
Since the April Conference I have been organization. In some such places pros

laboring in Iowa, Missouri and Illinois; also pects for an in gathering are fair. I have· 
preached in. Hannibal, Mo., and baptized baptized nineteen, some of whom were the· 
two. Baptized eight at Keokuk. Have ad- fruits of other mens' labor; have visited: 
ministered to the sickand in some instances where difficulties existed, and, by God's 
there has been immediate relief. Have blessing, some of these have been adjusted, 
preached whenever and wherever oppor- and therewith has come a determination tc> 
tunity has been presented, and I am still profit by the past, and to do better in the 
willing to try and do all I can for the spread future. I would that I could report that 
of the truth, as the_ Lord shall give me this was general in, all those places ; but 
strength, hoping that I shall be sustained such is not the case. So far froll). this is it 
by you!' faith and, prayers. J\Iay the Holy that the present .condition of some, through 
Spirit be with you to assist you; and to com- disseniliim, is of such a nature as to threat
fort the hearts of all the saints who shall be en their peace . fo . Christ. Another hin
at the conference. Of the Nauvoo and drance to the progress of the cause is a non
String Prairie District; I will report that disposition on the part of many to co-operate 
there has been:no material change since last with the Bishop and his agents to bring 
report, with the exception of. the few- that means into the treasury of the church, so 
have been added by baptism, and the that not only.missionaries shall be sust11;i~ed, 
completion and dedication of the Saints' b.ut als9 t_}).e poor a~.need.Y: may be ;ii1slt!l~ 
:Meeting . House in Keokuk. There :is no and r.eheve~, a.s req.i;ire.d):~y.tJ-i.e la,w .. ()f.qov,, 
very serious trouble in the district; the \ However ,d1scoµragrng -~his part 0£ !JIY re-
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port may be, still I consider it my duty to 
report as I find; and I can therefore say 
that neither the Fremont, Galland's Grove, 
Pottawattamie, or Northern Nebraska dis
tricts, and I may add the Little Sioux, 
though I have not been able to visit it since 
my last report, are not without noble sons 
and daughters of Zion, in whose hearts is the 
fire of the latter day work, and they are do
ing much for the progress of the siime. 
And I am happy to say that an interest is 
growing in some localities for Sabbath 
schools, and I hope the day is not far off 
that wherever there shall be a branch of the 
Reorganized Church, there will be a fiour
ishing Sabbath-school. There is a necessi7 
ty for exertions to induce the members to 
sustain the Herald and Hope. The present 
generation is running greedily after light 
literature, and novels; nor has the church, 
as yet, entirely overcome this propensity. 
Hence the necessity of gentle but firm coun
sel and advice to the erring and uncon
cerned. Nor would it be out of place to re
member the admonition of Paul, "Lay 
hands suddenly on no man," for hasty or
dinations have been attended with bad re-
1mlts. I 

Thomas W. Smith writes from Stew-
artsville, Missouri: \1 

I have assisted and preached in the fol
lowing branches since last April Conference: 
Kewanee and Millersburg, Illinois, Han
nibal, Bevier, Hazel Dell, W aconda, Car
rolton, Valley, Dekalb, Saint Joseph, Guil
ford, Platte, Sweet Home, and Allendale,. 
~\Iissouri. I have baptized at Kewanee 2, 
at Hannibal 6, at Bevier 23, at Dekalb 8, 
at Saint Joseph 2, at Valley 4, in all 45. I 
have also ordained 2 elders, 2 priests, and 
1 teacher. I have not visited one half of 
the branches in my present mission; and, as 
I believe it to be my duty to visit the rest, 
I desire to be continued in the present field 
of labor till next April Conference. The· 
several districts. composing this mission 
have earnest, faithful, and efficient presi
dents; and the branches are, as a general 
thing, in quite good condition, and peace 
generally prevails. 

Mark H. Forscutt reported in person: 
Since last conference I have not been so 

active as usual, owing to a severe sickness 
which prostrated me, but from which, thank 
God, I am now recovered; and to sickness 
in my family, which has prevented me from 
traveling since I recovered myself. I have 
however done what I could for the cause of 
Christ, having preached in several places in 
Iowa, and some little in Illinois and Neb· 
raska •. During this journeying I have trav
eled upwards of a thousand miles, dedicated 
one church at Keokuk, Iowa, assisted by 
Br. John H. Lake, attended 164 meetings, 

spoke 107 times, baptized 21, confirmed 11, 
blessed 8 children, administered to 25, and 
ordained one. My desire still is to labor for 
the Master in whatever sphere you in your 
wisdom may appoint me, provided on1y that 
my family can be and are sustained while 
I am so doing. 

R. J. Anthony writes from Farming
ton, Kentucky: 

I send my report of labors in Kentucky 
and Tennessee. Since last April I have 
preached seventy-four times, and have bap
tized eleven persons. We think that the 
prospects are much better than they were 
a year ago, especially in Tennessee. The 
Lord has blessed us and has confirmed his 
word. The sick have been healed, for 
which we praise His holy name. Br. Han
sen will be with you and he will'report the 
condition of the mission. If you think it 
wisdom and according to the will of the 
Lord for me to labor in this glorious cause 
I am at your disposal. I only ask that you 
permit me to return home this fall. I have 
some unsettled business to attend to. I am 
willing to labor in any station that the Lord 
may call me, being fully assured that, he 
will duly qualify them that he does choose. 
J\fay God bless you with wisdom, peace, 
and love. 

F. C. Warnky writes from Ji'airplay, 
Colorado: 

Since my last report I have labored to the 
best of my ability as circumstances would 
permit. Have preached fifty-nine times, 
most al ways to large and attentive congre
gations and many are believing that our 
message is from God. Have baptized three. 
In nearly every place where I have preach
ed in this country, I have received a wel
come, and friends to care for me, for which 
I feel thankful to our heavenly Father. I 
am willing i.o continue my labors as yon 
may direct. 

John H. Hansen reported in person: 
I submit a report of the South-Eastern 

Mission. There are two organized districts 
in the mission, one in west Florida compos
ed of six branches, and one in southern Ala
bama composed of three branches. There is 
one branch in Mississippi and one in Ken
tucky. There are twenty-three members in 
'l'ennessee, but not organized. There are 
some elders in the South who are doing con
siderable preaching, and with good :results, 
and a number have been baptized by them. 
Bro. R. J. Anthony has labored with com
mendable zeal in Kentucky and Tennessee. 
:\fany things have worked against him, but 
he has nobly overcome them, and has prov
ed himself an efficient laborer. I advise his 
continuance in his present mission, feeling 
that there are but few men in the church so 
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well adapted to that field. I have labored 
in the states of Florida, Alabama, Mississip
pi, Tennessee and Kentucky, visiting all the 
branches in the mission but one, and I found 
most of them in a fair condition. I have 
preached 74 times and baptized 8. A num
ber more are nearly ready to obey, and, if 
the mission is sustained with two good eld
ers many will no doubt unite with the 
ch~rch before long; but to reap the fruits 
of past labors the mission must be vigorous
ly prosecuted. I remain as ever at the dis
posal of the conference. 

ELDERS' VERBAL REPORTS. 

Br. E. Banta reported having preach
eed in Philadelphia, Pa., in New Jersey, 
in Boston, Mass., and at various places 
in Maine, during his three months' trip 
to the East. Preached forty-three times 
and baptized four persons. The most 
trouble he saw among the branches was 
jealousy among the elders. He had been 
blessed in his mission and assisted by the 
Holy Spirit. The saints were pleased 
with his pi:.eaching, but the world's peo
ple were not, as they thought the salva
tion offered was exclusive. He knows 
the work is of God. Br. J. C. Foss is a 
very able and good man, one whom he 
could recommend for almost any mis
sion. 

Br. Z. H. Gurley said that he had la
bored mostly jn Decatur county, Iowa. 
He had not been able to be away from 
home much. Some sick administered to 
had received relief. Prejudice is being 
overcome, and the idea of relationship 
between the Brighamites and the Jo
sephites is being dispelled. There is a. 
great call for preaching. 

Br. James W. Gillen having been ap
pointed by the General Conference of 
April, 1866, to labor in Utah, did so 
from 1866 t;o 1868. Part of his expe
t'ience there was a bitter one. Found 
the work in a bad condition, the branch
es mostly disorganized, and more diffi
<iu1ty to get a hearing than at the first in
gress of the Reorganization, the powers 
of the Government not being interposed 
~n his behalf as then. The cup of poison 
had been given him, and he had traveled 
in that land with bleeding feet, and pass
ed through much sorrow; however, he 
was greatly blessed. In 1868 went to 
California and did what he could con-

tinually, and in conjunction with Br. J. 
C. Clapp, being blessed in their labors. 
Removed to Montana, where he labored 
for his living, though his zeal for the 
cause was not less, his life-long desire 
being to labor in it, and in it he has been 
blessed. His family is willing for him 
to go from h0me, but he is not, until 
they are comfortably situated. There are 
some doctrines of the church, or rather 
those which are put forth by some of 
the elders, which he would like to see 

. investigated, in order to know what to 
preach. 

Brn. R. 0. Elvin and J. W. Chatburn 
were appointed to preside over the even
ing prayer meetings. Adjourned to 7 
P. M., with benediction by Bro. J. R. 
Lambert. 

At 7 P. M. a testimony meeting, in 
charge of the brethren appointed, was 
held on the camp ground. 

SATURDAY MORNING, 
OCTOBER 7TH. 

At 8 : 30 A. j\L prayer meeting, in 
charge of Brn. P. Cadwell and J. M. 
Harvey, was held. 

At 10 A. M., sung· hymn 729, prayer 
by Br. S. W. Condit. Minutes of yes
terday were read. Br. Hans Nielson 
was appointed as assistant clerk. 

REPORTS OF ELDERS. 

Br. Heman C. Smith reported in per
son: 

Since last report my labors have been' 
confined to the Central Nebraska District. 
I have been blessed to some extent, but the 
results have not been as great as I could 
wish. I have baptized four. I find great 
indifference in regard to any kind ofreligion 
with a large part of the people; yet some 
are desirous of hearing and investigating ; 
and there are some good opEJnings in Cen
tral Nebraska. As to my feelings in the 
work, the simplest way I can express them 
is this, I love it. I am at the disposal of 
conference as regards my future labors, for 
I am at liberty to spend my time in the 
ministry ; and the one great desire of my 
heart is to be where I can do the most good 
for the cause ; and for its welfare I shall 
ever pray. 

Br. Edmund C. Brand reported in 
person. 

During the last six months most of my 
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time has been occupied in the care of a 
sick wife. I have however preached a few 
times, as my circumstances would permit ; 
in Iowa·and Nebraska, and held a four days' 
discussion with a Christian minister. Have 
administered to the sick whenever called on; 
and I can say of a truth that in what little la
bor I have performed God has blessed me; 
and that I desire in my heart to do good while 
the day lasts, that night may find me ready 
to receive the reward. Should you return 
me to my field of labor, I will do what I can 
in the future, as God may help me, ancl as 
my way may open. 

Br. John S. Patterson writes from 
Louisville, Ontario: 

Having been appointed at the April Con
ference to take a mission, in connection 
with Br. E. C. Briggs, to Canada and Mich
igan, while waiting for Br. Briggs I visit
ed Braidwood, Streator, Minonk, Peoria, 
and Kewanee, Ills., in all which places I 
labored with the local officers for the ad
vancement of the cause, and I trust that 
some good resulted. In some of the places 
we baptized a few. On June 1st I left Pla
no with Br. Briggs for :Michigan, via Chi
cago, where we met the few faithful at the 
house of Sr. Trowb1·iclge. At Galien, Mich
igan, spent a few hours at Br. George Blakcs
lees, thence to Decatur where three days 
were spent in conference, and in preaching 
the word. A fine feeling prevailed through
out, and all felt the Spirit's presence and 
were refreshed. '!'hence across the countrv 
with the Coldwater ss,ints, and stayed tw~ 
,fays, visHing and preaching. June 8th left 
for Chatham, Toronto. via Detroit. Were met 
at Chatham by Br. John Traxler, and on 
the 10th, were taken by him to the Zone 
Branch, where for three days we held con .. 
ference. 'l'here was no business cf any im
portance transacted, and not a very good 
spirit manifested betimes. H was very ap
parent to me, though a stranger among 
them, that bad feeling of long standing ex
isted among some of the brethren; but, af
ter long consultation with the priesthood, 
we adjourned with the understanding that 
we would work in unison for the advance
ment of the cause. We accompanied the 
London saints home and found quite a large 
!)ranch raised up, principally by the efforts 
of Br. John Cornish, a young man of prom
ise. We labored there until the return of 
Br. Briggs to the States, July 6th; since 
which time I have labored with varied suc
cess, sometimes spoken of as a good man, 
at other times denounced as one of the 
worst of men, guilty of every crime in the 
calendar; called an emissary of B. Y., de
coying women a way to Salt Lake; but 
through it all have felt the sustaining grace 
of God, and we have seen our labors bless
ed by souls being added to the Church; 

and in some places the saints have felt 
blessed and enlightened, for all of which 
we 11:ive God the glory. August 4th I went 
to Toronto; but, although we had bills 
printed and circulated, prejudice ran so 
strong against us that we could not get a 
congregation; so we had to content our
selves by doing what wayside, shop, and 
store preaching we could. At this place, 
by the direction of the Spirit, we ordained 
Br. Joseph Luff an elder. He was form-

1 

ally a local preacher for the Methodists, and 
is a young man of promise. He carries a 
fine spirit with him, and we expect to hear 

' good news of him by and by. We left three 

I Saints in 'l'oronto, Br. Luff and wife, and a 
brother Wm. Hall, a merchant of that city. 
He lived when a boy with Wm. Law in Nau-
voo, and he has now cast in his lot with us, 
and proposes to sustain Br. Luff all he can. 
Since leaving London I have visited several 
branches, preaching as opportunity offered. 
I am now working in c·onnection with Brn. 
Arthur Leverton and Joseph Snively. Th& 
general condition of the mission, so far as 
I have become acquainted with it, can not 
be called good; yet in some loealities the 
saints are trying to live their religion; at 
others the branches are as good as disorgan
ized. Spurious gifts, and others equally 
damaging, have evidently wrought much 
injury to the cause in Canada in the past; 
but we th1nk that cor:rect. teaching, coupled 
with a mild but fo•m policy on the part of 
those intrusted with the care of the mission, 
and their efforts sustained by General Con·· 
ferenco, will eventually result in bringing 
about a better state of things. Should yon 
see fit to release me a.ncl appoint some one 
better qualified for the task, I will feel 
grateful. Not having seen the secretary of 
the mission, and understanding that he l:w.i' 
been over in on a preachinr-; tour 
with Bro. Davis, hns just returned sick, 
I have not applied to him for the 
and hence I am unable to give a 
:report. 

Br. C. G. J,anphear writes from Sand
wich, Illinois: -

Since last April session I have preached 
three times at branch meetings, and spent 
two weeks visiting the brethren of Amboy 
B,ncl Shabbona, and preached some. Was 
blessed in speaking, and good interest was 
manifested by those present. I administer· 
ed to two sick. My· report is but small; I 
would that it were better; but I have this 
consolation, that I have done all my strength 
and circumstances would permit. The cause 
is good, and I feel a desire to strive to do 
the Master's will to the utmost of my abili
ty, realizing the time of the end draweth 
very nigh, when the saying of the prophet 
will be fulfilled, "Who shall stand when he 
appeareth." 
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Br. George T. Chute writes from 
Garland, Alabama: 

labored more successfully than he had 
done, and had baptized more. Finds a 
spirit of apathy, and that many believe 
the gospel who do not embrace it and 
live for it. 

I aro trying to discharge my duty as an 
elder, for I am satisfied that I am engaged 
i.n the work of God, and that he blesses 
his church now as he did anciently, and 
that the Church of Latter Day Saints Br. J. D. Craven said that once it was 
are truly the Church of Christ. I have said that the saints could not get a foot
been blessed with the Sp!rit while preach- hold in Ray county, (Mo.), but now we 
'ing, and some have received the word with have six branches there, 130 members, 
gladness. I feel like pressing on in this and 13 elders. PreJ0 Udice is being re
cause. 'fhere are many calls for preaching 
in ma.ny parts of the country, more than moved steadily, and school-houses can be 
ean be filled, and many are believing, but had, and churches to some extent. 
few joining the church. I believe this Br. J. X. Allen, of St. Louis, s_aid that 
district is in a very good condition; most of he· had been laboring in ·that district. 
the elders are in the discharge of their du- Th · · l d 
ties. I organized one branch, Sept. Hlth, e samts m genera are engage ac-
of 17 members; Wm. D. Clark, presiding tively, and the Sabbath-school cause pro
priest. Flat Rock is the name of the branch. gresses well. 
There are four branches in this district, Br. Gordon E. Deuel reported doing 

·which is composed of three counties. My considerable .labor and wanted to devote 
prayer is that the Spirit of God may be with all his time to the ministry. .. 
you, and wisdom and revelation fol' your 
guidance. Br. J, i'll. Harvey had done much lo-

Br. T. l). Green writes from Jefferson- cal labor, preaching Sabbaths once or 
ville, Illinois: twice each. 

I have been laboring what I could in Br. Henry Halliday reported the-calls 
preaching the gospel, throughout this part as being many, but he had only been 
of the country. I have baptized seven since able to preach in his own neighborhood. 
I last reported, and stiil feel like trying to Br. A. vV. Moffatt said the gl'neral 
help roll on the gospel truth till all the hon- outlook for the work in his district was 
est may receive it. The calls for preaching 
in this part of the. country are more than I good. 
can fill under my circumstances. The pros- Br. Thomas Dobson has preached 
pect for some more additions to the church nearly every Sunday, and the chances 
here is good, and I hope to still be found are many and the interest is great in 
trying to add to the fold, and that God may C . 
01mble me to fill my place with plevsure to Crawford, alhoun and Carroll counties. 
myself and honor to the body. I hope you Br. D. J\I. Gamet had been confined to 
n:ay have a good time:. and that. God i:uay I his own locality. Saints in general de
d1rect all your cou:uc11s and deliberations I sire to be faithful. 
for the good of hi.s cause. Br. J. C. Crabb had preached but lit-

Br. M. B. Ohver, of Smyrna, Iowa, tle outside of the district he presides 
writes that force of circumstances has over. 
hindered hi.m, but he thinks that he can Br. Phineas Cadwell said that a mark
do mo~e in t~e future ii; t~e "!'ay of ed degree of inquiry is manifest in his 
preachmg, ana has had mv1tat10n~ to region and the openings are better than 
speak. He hadately had some precious ever before. 
Dvidence of the truth of the gospel. Br. J. w. Chatburn said that he was 

VERBAL REPORTS. trying to do something in connection 
Br. R. C. Elvin said that he had been with the brethren, and the indications 

trying to get harmony among the workers in his locality are good. 
of his district, for he thinks this lack of Br. C. G. Mcintosh had many calls 
harmony in districts is detrimental. The for preaching, and had met and debated 
saints generally are devoted, and there is with some Brighamite elders who came 
a desire for light and intelligence. there. 
::,:Br. Charles Derry said that he had Br. S. V. Bailey had labored along 
p1·eached the truth and had been sus- with other brethren, and had been kind
t ained, but Br. Heman C. Smith had ly received. 
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Br. J. J. Kaster had been acting as to examine it and report to this session. 
Sabbath School superintendent, and had The Secretary of the Board also sent 
preached in different localities. a statement of having discovered the 

Br. John Pett had labored in connec- missing bill of $49.95, rendered by Br. 
tion with Br. Thomas Dobson, and be- M. H. Forscutt while in charge of the 
lieved that their labors have resulted in English Mission in 1872, as having been 
good. received by him from Br. Thomas Tay,. 

Br. George Sweet has preached in lor, and expended for said mission, the 
Decatur county, and in Missouri. account of which Br. Taylor has plaimed 

Br. Z. Martin had baptized twelve or credit for, but until the finding of this 
fourteen, and found a noble people where mis:;iing voucher the Board has had no 
he had traveled in northern Nebraska. bill of; therefore they now ask that it 

Br.Jam es Kemp found good openings be allowed and paid, it being for publi
for preaching in northern Missouri, and cations furnished to that mission, and 
had traveled across the state and back, the proceeds of which were used for it, 
from St. Joseph to Hannibal. The work according to the quarterly report of Br, 
is onward; saints are moving in, and Forscutt, ending October 31st, 18·72 .. 
others are being baptized. It was referred to the committee on Hie 

Bro. Thomas Nutt had preached in Financial Report of the Board. 
:Missouri, and found much prejudice on Adjourned till two o'clock, with bene· 
account of ignorance of the difference diction by Br. E. Banta. 
between us and the apostate church at SATURDAY AFTERNOON, 
Salt Lake. This he took opportunity to Sung hymn 953; prayer by Br. J. w. 
remove by showing what that difference Gillen; hymn 712. 
was and is. Any elder willing to devote A petition from the Board of Publica
his whole time in that region can have tion requesting the conf.erence to amend 
a horr,e· with him and a place to preach the action of the session of April, 1870, 
in. . . by making the meetings of the Board 

Br.John Rounds had preached m four half-yearly instead of quarterly; and by 
different counties and baptized some, inserting the word "may" before the 
and intends to continue. The interest word "issue,'' in regard to certificates of 
seems to be increasing in the Galland's indebtedness authorize~, was presented. 
Grnve District. It was moved thaf the petition be 

Br. Ballinger had labored in Nebras- granted, but after considerable debate, 
and, as his circumstances are better, it was laid over till Monday's session. 

the prospects for labor in the work are . The petition of the Eastern Iowa Dis-
brighter. · b · d f 

Br. Thomas Standeven had assisted trict to e recogmze as separate rom 
the Kewanee District, and a like resolu

the elders, and the labors of Br. Jos. R. tion of request from the latter was read, 
Lambert in Boone were effectual for and the petition was granted. 
good. The saints in that district are try- A protest from the Church Hil!, Ohio, 
ing to live right., and prejudice is re- branch, in the case of Br. Samuel Mc. 
moving. Birnie, against the issuing of a letter to 

Br. Eli Clothier had labored as presi- him by the President and Secretary of 
dent of the Galland's Grove District. the Church, was read and referred to 
}fore calls for preaching than can be at- brethren z. H. Gurley, J. w. Chatburn 
tended to. District in a fair spiritual and J. W. Briggs for examination. 
condition, but it lacks laborers. The resolution of the Massachusetts 

:IIISCELJ,ANEOUS. District about Br. C. N. Brown, as be-
The :Financial Report of Br. I. N. W. fore given in the minutes, was received, 

Cooper, secretary of the Board of Publi- explained by the President, and on mo
cation, was presented an,d read, and tion referred back to said district, with 
bre'thren P. Cadwell, J. R. Lambert and the request that they reconsider and re
E. Banta were appointed as a committee scind it. 
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After a lengthy 
was adopted: 

debate the following J tian's hope, which strengthened and en
couraged the saints. Hymn 1063. Ben
ediction by Br. J. W. Gille!\. Resolved, that the practice of citing mem

bers to trial, on their church membership, 
through the Herald, be discontinued. 

Prayers were asked for sisters Violet 
James and :M:. A. Christy. 

Resolved that there be an informal Coun
eil held by the Melchisedec priesthood at 
Springville Hall at 10 A.M., Monday, the 
9th instant. 

Adjourned till 7 P.;\I. for prayer meet
ing, with benediction by Br. C. Derry. 

SATURDAY ;EVENING. 
The saints enjoyed the Spirit in pray

er and testimony meeting, which was in 
charge of brethren C. Derry and A. W. 
Moffatt. 

SUNDAY MORNING. 
OCTOBER 8TH. 

At 8:30 A.M., met for prayer and tes
timony, with D. F. Lambert and P. Cad
wel! in charge. 

At 10:30 A. ;\L, sung hymn 729. 
Prayer by Br. Charles Derry. Hymn 
;}53. Br. Z. H. Gurley addressed the 
congregation in a very interesting ser
mon upon the establishment and glory 

. of Christ's universal kingdom. 
The ordination of Br. Heman C. 

Smith as a seventy by the Quorum of 
Seventy was ordered. 

The High Priests' and Seventys-' quo
rums to meet directly after service. 

Sung hymn 1056. Benediction by 
the President. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 
At 2 P.M., sung hymn 615. Prayer 

by Br. M. H. Forscutt. Hymn 614. 
Br. D. F. Lambert addressed the con
ference, followed by Br. M. H. Forscutt. 
They set forth the means necessary to 
secure an abundant entrance into the 
kingdom of God, the glory of which was 
shown in the morning service. Sung 
hymn 513. Benediction by Br. James 
Caffall. 

After service six persons were bap
tized by Br. Henry Halliday. 

SUNDAY EVENING: 

At 7 P.l\I., sung hymn 190. Prayer 
by Br. J. W. Gillen. Hymn 183. Br. 
Charles Derry preached upon the Chris-

MONDAY MORNU\G. 
OCTOBER 9TH. 

At 8:30 A.l\I., confirmation meeting in 
charge of Brn. James Ca:ffall and J. R. 
Lambert. 

The High Priests' Quorum and the 
First and Second Quorums of Elders met 
at 9 A.M., .as per appointment, and the 
informal council of" the priesthood at 
10:30 A.l\I. 

MONDAY AFTERNOON. 

At 2:30 r. M., the conference sung 
hymn 190, and Br. Charles Derry offered 
prayer. Hymn 52. The secretary read' 
the minutes of Saturday and Sunday, 
which were corrected and accepted. 

Resolved, That the petition of the St. Louis 
District requesting the appointment of Br. 
J. X. Allen therein be granted. 

That Br. Heman C. Smith be appointed 
to the Central Nebraska District, according 
to request. 

That Br. R. J. Anthony be continued in 
his present field, with permission to visit 
his home, if occason requires, on the busi
ness he refers to in his report . 

That Br. James Caffall be authorized to 
ordain Br. R. J. Anthony to the office of a 
seventy, at his earliest convenience. 

The committee on the Financial Re. 
port of the Boarq of Publication, re
turned the document with recommenda
tion appended. 

FINAJ\OIAJ, REPORT of the Board of Publica
tion of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 
of I1atter Day Saints, from February 16th, 1876, 
to August 16th, 1876. 
Cash on hand J!'ebruary 16th, 1876.$ 69 12 
Total Cash Receipts .............. 5,001 18 

!5,070 30 

EXPEJ\DITURES. 

Employees in Office .............. $2,649 94 
Incidentals ...•.. _............. . 21 58 
Freight, Expressage, Drayage, Semi-

Monthly Jlfail and Stamps ..••... 
Steward & Henning ............. . 
Church of J. C. of L. D. S ........ . 
Books for Church Library ........ . 
Type and Roller Composition ..•... 
Chicago firms for Paper and Binding 
On Deposits ••. ; ............•... 
D. H. Smith, on account ......... . 
M. B. Oliver, as a loan ........... . 
Welsh Mission ................. . 

336 50 
40 0() 
46 '11 
13 50 
23 50! 

1,116 08 
292 46 

5 85 
40 00 

2 18 
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D. F. Lambert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 00 
1ient • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 100 00 
Hard Coal and Freight on it. , . . . . . 94 63 
Rand Cart for Office Draying... . . . 12 50 
Rauling and Weighing Coal....... 5 50 
James Anderson................ . 50 00 
Cash on hand August lGth, 1876... 139 87 

$5 ... 070 30 

RESOURCES AND LIABILITIES. 
Inventory of Store Department ..•. $2,328 09 
Inventory of Editor's Department • • 144 15 
Inventory of Printer's Department .. 11,577 08 
.Accounts on Ledger .......•...... 1,387 65 
Bills Receivable................. 447 00 
Cash on hand August 16th, JS7G.. . 139 87 

$16,023 84 

The committee was discharged and 
the recommendations were adopted. 

The committee on the protest of the· 
Church Hill Branch was presented, and 
according to their recommendation, was 
referred to the president of the mission 
for the- action of the district conference 
to which they belong. 

The following was adopted: 
WHEREAS, The Committee on Music has 

repeatedly failed to report to the Genera! 
Conference; and, whereas, it is important 
that the work assigned them be performed, 
therefore it is hereby resolved that the pres. 
ent committee be released from further duty, 

The following resolutions was moved 
LIAilILITIES. and adopted: 

:Bills Payable · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .$3,o~ 5 O.O Resolved, That this Conference reaffirm a 
Accounts Payable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 863 25 1 t' . 
:By Balance of Resources .......... 12,085 59 reso u ion passed by the Annual Conference 

of 1871, touching the Sunday School cause, 
$16,023 84 which reads, That the Sunday School cause 

I. N. w. COOPER, Secretary. forms an important feature in the work of 
the last days, and the officers and teachers 

Report of committee as follows: thereof are hereby sustained; and further
We your committee on Financial Report more it is hereby Resolved, that we re

of the Board of Publication; respectfully quest the presidents of branches, through
submit that so far as we are able to deter- out the world, to use their utmost endeav
mine from the face of the report, and our ors to organize Sunday Schools in their re
knowledge of the entries made therein, we spective branches, and to make reports to 
:find it correct, and recommend its adoption their several district conferences of the eon
by the Conference. But we suggest that dition and progress of said schools; and 
hereafter each entry made in the x-eports be that districts make reports to th.e Annual 
accompanied with the proper dates and that Conference; and that presidents of districts 
vouchers be taken for all sums of money and the traveling ministry be also request-
disbursed from the office. ed to use their influence to establish and 

P. CADWELL, E. BANTA, j sustain Sunday Schools . 
. Jo,s. R., LAMBEET. Resolved, That this conference reaffirm 

The committee was discharged, and the resolution passed at the Semi-Annual 
~ Conference of 1875, which resolution was 

on motion their recommendations were offered, at the suggestion of Br. H. A. Steb
adopted. bins that the districts and scattered branch

[The Secretary of the Board begs leave es make statistical reports but once a year 
to say that the dates do accompany, all be- the resolution, hereby reaffirmed, reading 

as follows: Resolved, That each organized 
ing included from February lGth to August district of the Church, and each branch not 
16th, 1876, which of course ~ as good as in an organized district, throughout the 
can be done without occupying many pages world, be and are hereby requested to make 
of the Herald; also th at it is the constant out regularly full annual statistical reports 

covering and designating all charges up to 
method of the office to have vouchers for all the last day of each year. 
money disbursed.]-Ens. The following were presented and 

The report of committee on bill of adopted: 
Thomas Taylor was received. Resolved, That a Committee on Music be 

We your committee on bill presented in now appointed, and that Br. l\1. H. Forscuti 
· favor of Thomas Taylor, Englamd, find that be the chairman thereof, with power to 
the money was expended in the interests of choose two assistants. 
the English mission by virtue of a previous Resolved, That the Bishop be, and hereby 
order governing in the case. We therefore is, instructed to report to the General Con
recommend that the bill be allowed the Her- ference whether the necessary measures 
a1d Office to the credit of Thomas Taylor. I have been taken to have the title of the 

P. CADWELI., E. BANTA, . Kirtland Temple transferred to the Church 
Jos. R. LAJ\!BERT. corporation, as :i:rovided for in Article six 
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of the Articles of Incorporation of the 
Church. 

The report of the High Priests' Quo
rum was received, and reads as follows : 

At a meeting of the High Priests' Quorum 
held this day it was resolved that this quo
rum did not design by the resolution passed 
at its meeting during the last General Con
ference, respecting licen~es, to invalidate 
the licenses previously issued to its mem
bers; but deems it prudent to issue no new 
licenses unless reports be received either 
verbally, by writing or by proxy. Satis
factory evidence ·having been offered that 
Br. John Macauley of Wisconsin was ordain
ed a High Priest in 1842 by direction of a 
General Conference held in the British Isles, 
it was resolved that he be received into this 
quorum. Respectfully submitted, 

MARK H. FoRSCUTr, Sec'y of Quorum. 
October 9th, 1876. 
Resolved, That when the conference ad

journs, it does so to meet at Plano, Illinois, 
April 6th, 1877. . 

The following missions, as recommend
ed by the Quorum of Twelve, were ap
pointed by the conference: 

Br. Charles Derry to Southern Iowa 
and Missouri. 

Br. J. H. Hansen returned to South
Eastern Mission, in charge thereof. 

Br. G; E. Deuel to Iowa and Nebraska., 
All others who are not named, who 

are under appointment in mission fields, 
are sustained in their present appoint
ments. 

Resolved, That Brn. P. Cadwell and J.M. 
Harvey be appointed as a committee to re
ceive donations to relieve the indebtedness 
of Br. M. Fyrando. 

Resolved, That Br. IvI. Fyrando be contin
ued in the Danish Mission, his present :field. 

The report of the First Quorum of El
ders was received, reading as follows: 

At a meeting of the First Quorum of El
ders held this day the case of Br. Isaac 
Beebe, which has been deferred from session 
to session for three years past, in order to 
obtain documentary evidence, was presented 
by letter and papers from the Secretary, 
Br. IL A .. Stebbins, and said documents 
were read and the following was adopted: 

Resolved that Isaac Beebe be silenced 
from officiating as an elder of the church, 
:i,nd that his name be dropped from the El
der's Quorum. 

In accordance with the resolution of the 
last meeting of the quorum in April, 1876, 
the folio.wing was presJinted, discussed and 
adopted: 

WHEREAS, 'liaving be'en informed that the 
President,of the Third Qriorririi ofElders has 
adopted the method of dropping the names 
of elders from its record merely for not re· 
porting by letter to its officers, and putting 
other names in tlie'i:r stead,' therefore be it 

Resolved, That we, the First Quorum of 
Elders, deem said action and rule to be an 
overreach of authority by the officers of a· 
quorum. 

Alma Kent was elected a member of the 
quorum. [Br. Isaac Beebe was no,t a mem
ber of the :first Quorum, hence there is no 
vacancy caused by his expulsion from the 
quorum of elders as a body].-Secretary of 
Quorum. 

It was ordered that the president of, the· 
district where Br. Isaac Beebe resides be 
notified of the action of the quorum.. 

J. W. CHATBURN; Sec'y pro tem. 

Report of the Second Quorum re
ceived: 

The Second Quorum of Elders met Octo
ber 8th, 1876. Present·: P. Cadwell, presi
dent; ·J.M. Harvey, D. F. Lambert, Henry 
Garner, Wm. Brittain, Wm. J. Cook, Colby 
Downs, Samuel Longbottom and Donald 
Maule, members of quorum. 

DON,:\LD MAULE, Clerk. 

The report was ordered to be spread 
upon the minutes. . 

Resolved that we sustain the First Presi
dency in righteousness. 

Bro. J. W. Briggs reported that al-
though he was re-appointed last spring 

·to labor in Utah, yet he had not been 
there for want of means. Therefore he 
had been instructed to labor in Iowa 
and Missouri. However he intended 
yet to fill that mission, if the way should 
open for him. 

A vote of thanks was extended to the 
Springville Grange for the use of their 
hall; one t~ Mr. George Parks for the 
use of the camp and conference ground; 
one to the committee of arrangements, 
and one to 'the police force. 

Resolved, That we sustain all the author
ities of the church, in righteousness. 

President Blair thanked the confer
ence for the deference paid to him as 
presiding officer. He instructed the el
ders in their preaching to adhere.to the 
doctrines of the church as set forth in 
the Scriptures and standard works of,the 
Church, and to prefer the plain teach
ings of the word of God rather than the 
philosophical theories of the trge. 
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Closed with the doxology and with 
'benediction .by Br. Blair: 

On Monday evening, Oct. 9th, prayer 
meeting, in charge of Br. J, w, Chat
burn. Although many left.during the 
-0.ay, yet the attendance was fair and the 
·czeal and good spirit were not lessened. 

Adjourned to ApriL6th1 1877. 
WM. W. B:\'.<AIR, President. 
J. C. JENSEN, Sec'y pro tem, 
E .. T.,DOBSON,} Ol k 
H. NEILSON, er 8

' 

The following letters were received too 
late for conference. We give extracts. 

Br; W. H. Kelley writes from Lake 
Crystal, Minnesota: 

Since June last I have been laboring in 
this S.tate and northern Iowa. Results have 
not.been many, and more labor. was neces
sary to insure success.. Have not been able 
to visit Wisconsin. It has been a season of 
reverses and constant anxiety among the 
peo.ple; The few brethren here are· inter

. ested and striving for the success of the 
work. The field is wide, and no great en

. couragement to the elder, only as he may 
make friends. A number sympathize and 
lire friendly, and are partial believers, and 
these treat us well and express hope for our 
success. Br. J. R. Lambert and a companiOn 
elder. will be. looked for after conference. 
Laborers shou}d be sent who will stay and 
infuse faith into the heai;ts of the people. 
I have done what I consistently could, but 
because of the dubious outlook in temporal 
things .I shall expect to be excused should 
I be found devoting my entire time, for a 
season, looking after my own interests. In 
presenting the faith, God has been good to 
me, and that peace vouchsafed to the l:le· 
lievers has gladdened my heart. This is the 
boon of the.weary but hopeful saint. Shall 
we not got go on? With love for the cause 
and faith in its ultimate triumph, I remain 
your fellow-laborer. 

Bro. D. H. Bays writes from Little 
:Sioux, Iowa; 

Since my last report I have labored all I 
could in justice to myself and family. My 
labors have been confined to the Little Sioux 
and Galland's Grove Distrfots. Some of 
the branches seem prosperous, while others 
languish·; and· certainly the work in the 
sections referred to would be more 1>rosper
ous if there were an active and well sus
tained ministry. .More efficient. laborers are 
the great want of the churc.h .in the west. 
I still feel strong in the Lord, .and. my de

' sire to see the. work prosper only grows with 
the increase of years; and with a view to 

aid.in the forwarding of the work, I desire 
to express my willingness to labor wherever 
th.e Lord may direch 

Au;relic .. Minjsti:ations. 
There are many objectionsurged'against 

Joseph, the martyr, and th.e work which 
he introduced. Some of them, on ac
co.unt o.f. his great claims; and, among 
the rest, his Claim to ministration of an
g(lls; and to his receiving the gospel in 
that manner. We will now proceed to 
examine, briefly, whether or not his 
claims are well grounded, and whe.ther or 
not it is in accordance with the divine 
economy of God to reveal things to man 
through th.e instrumentality of angelic 
messengers. 

In the 16th chapter of . Genesis, we 
read of Hagar fleeing from her. mistress 
because she "dealt hardly with her,'' 
"~nd the angel of .the Lord found her 
by a fountain of water in the wilderness." 
Now, we ask, Forwhat purpose did the 
angel of the Lord :visit Hagar in the 
wilqerness? Evidently for the purpose 
of comforting her and giving her instruc
tion, as he tells her, "The Lord hath 
heard. thy a:ffiiction ;" and he al~o in
structs her what course to pursue, ex
hibiting thereby the goodness of God 
and his loving-kindness and tender mer
cies to the a:ffiicted, althoughtheaffiicted 
ones may be of low estate, even bond
servants, as was Hagar. 

In the 18th chapter of Genesis we 
have an account of three angels visiting 
Abraham, and the promise being made 
through them to him of a son, in whom 
all the families of the earth should be 
blessed. 

In the 19th ~hapter we are informed 
that two angels came to Sodom at even, 
and on account of the pressing invita
tion of Lot, they tarried with him during 
the night; and the power of. God was 
manifest through them in smiting the 
Sodomites, who gathered round the door, 
with blindness; so that they were un
able to come at the door, or injure any of 
the inmates of the house. They also in
formed Lot how himself and family, or 
as many of them as would listen to the 
warning voice, might escape the judg
ments of God that were then to be poured 
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out upon that wicked city. The angels 
told him to flee to the mountain, but Lot 
entreated them that he might be permit
ted to go to a city that was near, and his 
request was granted~_ 'In tbe 22nd verse, 
the angel says to him, "Haste thee, es
cape thither, for I cannot doany thing 
till thou be come thither," showing cirri
clusively that God is willing to favor 
ihose who love and obey him. 

In Genesis 32 : 1, we have an account 
of-the angels of God meeting Jacob, ev
idently to comfort and cheer him during 
a time of dread or fear of his brother, 
Esau. 

In the 3rd chapter of Daniel, we read 
ofShadrach, Meshach and Abednago be
ing cast into the fiery furnace; because 
they trusted in the true and living God, 
and dared to worship him regardless of 
what man might do unto them. We find 
by the context that their faith was well 
grounded, for_ the wicked· king and h;s 
associates were astounded by the appear
ance of a fourth person, whose form was 
like the Son of God. Whether it is 
claimed that this was an angel, or really 
the Son of the Most High, it matters not, 
for, in either_ case, it proves that God is 
not unmindful of his children when in 
distress. Again, we read of an angel 
sent to rescue Daniel, because he like
wise trusted in the great I AM, and 
would not yield his principles to comply 
with an absurd and unreasonable request 
of an earthly monarch (Dan. 6 : 22). 

In Psalm 34 : 7, we are told that "The 
angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them." 

We will now proceed to show that 
angels visited persons to inform them of 
great events that would affect not only 
themselves, but mankind at large. The 
first scripture to which I will call your 
attention is Daniel 10th chapter, where 
we learn that an angel visited him, to 
instruct him in reference to what should 
befall his people, and show him things 
that would take place from time. to time, 
and which are still taking place and ful
filling, even in our day. 

In Luke 1st chapter, we read of an 
angel of the Lord appearing to Zacharias, 

and promising him a son, in answer t0» 
his prayers, who was to perform an im· 
portaµt part in the world's history, viz., 
to 1be a .forerunner to the Son .of Man· 
.an.d to prepare his way before him. W;. 
presume .Zacharias was something like · 
people of our day, of rather-a doubtful 
turn of mind;. and for not accepting the 
message, which by the goodness of God 
was presented to· him. by, Gabriel, he was 
struck dumb until the time when the 
promise should be, fulfilled. Thus we 
see that it is not wise to reject a message 
sent by the Most High. At least it 
proved so in the case of Zacharias, and· 
we presume it would be equally unwise 
in this our day. We are informed also 
that this same. angel, Gabriel, was sent 
from God to the virgin Mary,ito inform 
her that she was to b_e highly favored of· 
the Lord, and.to become the·. mother of" 
th,e mos~ µotea personage ever born, 
viz., Jesus Christ; who came to redeem 
fallen man and to perfect a plan whereby 
all the. long line: of_ Adam's posterity 
might obtain salvation. And .in this 
same connection, we have the account of' 
the birth of the blessed Savior, and we 
firid that this case is no exception to the 
rule, for an heavenly messenger makes·
his "appearance to the shep}ierds "\V'ho 
were watching their flocks, and informs 
them of the most remarkable .event in 
the world's history. Nor was lie alone 
in bearing this remarkable news, but we 
read that a hostofheavenly messengers at
tended him, praising and glorifying God. 

But, says one; what has this to do with 
the subject in hand? We believe that 
angels visited persons anciently, but such· 
things are now done away. 

We have produced the foregoing· 
scriptures to show that it was God's or
der, and that he sent angelic messengers 
to a Hagar, to a Lot, to a Daniel, and• 
many others; that the order was kept upi· 
and that a grand display of.the same at
tended the birth_ of our .Savior, who 
came to redeem us from our fallen eon- -
dition. And that the same order stiH' 
continued down through the da~s of the 
apostles, we will now endeavor.to sh.ow. 

Iµ _the 5th chapter of Acts, we have · 
an -account of an angel of the Lord open-
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fog the prison doors and bring forth the 
apostles, and bidding them go speak in 
t-he temple. And for what purpose? 
Evidently that the people of that place 

•might come to.a knowledge of the truth, 
whereby they might obtain salvation; 
for such was th.e commission of the apos
tles. And in Acts, 12th chapter, we 

·find that an angel appeared to Peter 
while he was sleeping in prison, and 
smote him on the side, bidding him to 
arise and gird himself, and bind on his 
sandals; at the same time causing his 

. chains to £all off, and le!tding him forth 
from prison and setting him at liberty. 

Again, o'n Paul's journey to Rome, 
·while tossed. upon the tempestuous ocean, 
the angel of God stood by him to com
fort and cheer; and he was made an in
strument for the temporal salvation· of 

'those who journeyed with him. 
. This privilege . of receiving an 

· me~sengers was extended to men of oth
er nations; for we. are. informed that 
Cornelius received a visit from an angel, 
by which a work was accomplished 
which, perhaps, could not have been ac
complished . in any other way; at le:i.st 
we are led· to believe that it was the 
best way of accomplishing it, from the 
fact that it was the way of God's choice. 

We see by the foregoing that it was not 
·contrary to God's order, neither in Old 
nor New Testament times, for angels to 
visit persons upon this earth ; and in 
some of the instances cited, there ap
}'lears to be no particular design, only to 

· comfort or benefit the individual visited 
because they trusted in the Lord. 

We think this plain enough for any 
one with an unbiased mind to compre
hend. And as all believers are willing to 

• admit that angels visited persons in days 
of old, and as God is unchangeable, we 
ask, why may not angels visit men in this 
nineteenth century; especially, when we 
read, in Heb. 1 : 4, that they are "all 
ministering spirits sent forth to ministeT 
to them who shall be heirs of salvation." 
Future ti:me is here implied, and it is 
but just to infer that angels' visits were 
to be. made after Paul wrote his epistle 
to the Hebrews. And as they were sent 

'forth to minister to those who shall be 

heirs of salvation, who so bold as to assert 
that Joseph Smith was not ,one of those 
heirs? And if he was, I ask, was he 
not entitled to a visit from an angel, 
whether he had any special work to per
form or not? Is there any thing in this 
our day to hinder any person who hum
bles himself before the Lord frcnn re
ceiving a visit from an angelic messen
ger? But we apprehend this is too strong 
for our christian friends ; they will throw 
up their hands and be horrified at such 
wild notions, as they conceive these to 
be. And one would believe from thei1· 
version of this subject, that all those 
.persons who were favored with angels' 
visits were so pure, so holy, and so 
spotless, that they were almost angels 
themselves ; and we are led to wonder 
how it could be possible for such per
sons to remain on terra firma. They 
would have us believe that such were fit 
subjects to be wafted away to that 
heaven beyond the bounds of time and 
space. But we do not so understand it. 
We believe they were men of like pas
sions with ourselves, and liable to ·err, 
but who were trying to do their Master's 
will, and he bles.sed them accordingly. 

Perhaps some may argue that those 
cited as receiving angelic messages were 
especial favorites of the Almighty, and 
that God never condescended to .grant 
such a thing to any one who was not in 
full favor with him; much less to one of 
such doubtful integrity as Joe Smith, 
who followed practicing deception upon 
his poor neighbors. But how was it with 
Baalam? Did not an angel of God ap· 
pear to him when he was in direct op
position to God's will? showing thereby 
that their visits are sometimes for the 
purpose of chastisement as .well as for 
blessings. 

Continued. 

BY THE SKIN OF ONE's TEET:ii:.-When one 
makes a narrow escape, it is usual to say 
that he saved himself "by the skin of his 
teeth." In the most splendid of all co'mp0> 
sitions (see Book of Job, chapter 19, verse 
20), it is written: "My bone cleaveth. to my 
skin and to my flesh, and I am escaped with 
the skin of my teeth." 

What in life is more beautiful than happy 
human faces? 
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1 November·76:· 
.Q'" Look Here.-A mark opposite thisnotfoe 
will inform subscribors that their time is out with 
the number thus marked, as many fail to notice the 
time on their label, Remittances are' desired. 

Attention is called. .to th.e last page, "'.here is given 
full instrnctions about how and to whom to send all 
Done:y; .or~e~t;i, ,and businesB letters, a111- rect;mtly ad· 
vised. 

JOSEPH. SMITH, . } EDITOR.'3. 
HE~RY A. S~EBBINS, .. 

Plano, Ill., November 1, 1876. 

LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. 

THE right of. conscience is one of those 
rights for which theconfiict oftherevolu~ 
tion was waged, and one of. the boasts of 
the American citizen. It is called a blesSc 
ing, for which the children of the patriots 
should. be especially gra,teful, and· which 
they should preserve with cautious jeal
ousy and extreme (la.re. 

The. privilege .to do. as one pleases; to 
be left at liberty to think and act at the 
option of Olle's own will, may be a glori
ous privilege and a heavenly bestowed lib
. erty; .but with the bestowal of thi.s liberty 
and the granting of this pl'ivilege there are 
also involved grave responsibilities and 
dangerous possibilities. With the.endow
ment comes the conditions attaching to 
its exercise. 

It is probable that he who will reap the 
greatest benefit from the boon conferred, is 
he who has the best conception of its worth 
and the wisest realization of the scope, or 
limit to which his liberty extends. 

To go beyond the limit, if there be one, 
:is to transcend the privilege granted, to in~ 
sure a forfeiture of liberty and a punish
ment for the disregard of conditions im
posed. The limit set to the exercise of this 
privilege to do as one pleases is. clearly the 
limit of right; hence to do as one pleases, 
unless one pleases to do right .as to do 
wrong, and no permanent good ever came 
to any one from wrong doing. Wrong ex
ists only by virtue of might or cunning 
and but for a time, and brings evil to bpth 
the wronged and the wronging, sooner or 
1ater; and he who proposes to gain by 
wrong doing should be prepared in mind 

to abide;.the l'esult which must inevitably 
follow his departure from the right; 

He who has the highest conception· of 
the liberty to do as 'h!i pleases, will be more 
likely to do·right than; lie who has ari im
proper understanding of the privilege,• and 
his acts will be unmistakable evidence of 
the character of his idea, for his acts will 
bear examination by the standard of ·ab
stract right 

To do right, exactly right, in' all ca'ses, it 
is necessary that one Should· be correctly 
informed of all the circumstance& in the 
case presented, or that.he should hav~ with 
in him as a constant companion a sense of 
propriety, fitness and justice· that . will. at 
oiice .direct. him to the li11e of'right iii the 
cai>e .. 

As a people, the saints.feel g;rateful.fol' 
the political and religious liberty they 
have received, in common.. with others, 
from the fathers of the country led thereto. 
by him who dedicated this.land.to bea free 
one; and the fact that the Father of all has. 
affirmed· to them that he designed this to. 
be a free country in. which freedom of ac~ 
tion and liberty of conscience shou.ld ~re
vail and be held sacred, should giVe them 
a better conception of freedom than they 
would otherwise obtain .. · To be entrusted• 
with the exercis.e of so great a boon, and 
to receive from the. one bestowing it,. so· 
clear a reason why it was given. should 
create i.ll those receiving it. not only the 1i
viliest gratitude but the strongest determi
nation to approve themselves by what.is so· 
given. 

Freedom . of conscience, among Latter 
Day Saints, should mean some.thing more 
than the political right won by force of 
arms from human tyranny; i~ snould mean 
to them a. privilege conferred of· the Crea
tor, l:>Y special• providences, to attain: unto 
a high destiny~a place among the higher 
and ·nobler intelligencesra sphere for 
which they shall . be fitted by the correct 
exercise of the privilege granted-'-to do as. 
they please. To act consistently with· the 
privilege thu.s granted, it is certain, that he 
who grants it with the view tG the enrich
ing the lives of those to whom it is given, 
has offered a.means for a preparation to, 
exist in the sphere to which they are in-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE .L. D. SAINT~· HE.h.AL.IJ. 657 

vited; and has intended to point out some 
of the ways by which man might learn to 
do as he pleased in such a manner that his 
acts will be pleasing to him who thus 
teaches. One, and the.most successful of 
these ways, is to learn to be pleased with 
doing right-to please to do nothing but 
what is right-right in the eyes of good 
me)l; right in the eyes of those higher in
telligences; right in the sight of God. 

A failure to properly appreciate this 
liberty has. wrought mischief in many pla
ces; where saints were otherwise happy and 
peaceful. It takes form in an endeavor to 
prescribe dogmatical limits of thought on 
abstract questions, where no general agree
ment has been reached by the elders; the 
one so seeking to prescribe rules of thought 
engenders bad feeling, and dispute ensues. 
It is seen, also, in attempts by individuals 
holding and advocating personal views as 
doctrines of the church, which when breth
ren in charge object to, ate afterwards of
fensively urged; and any attempt to pre
vent t:lie dfSturbance of the peace of the 
saints by a· constant repetition of those 
views thus presented, is construed by the 
person presenting them, to be an infraction 
of his right of conscience,-his liberty. 
Such a man fails to make proper use of his 
liberty; he distorts the right and does 
wrong, selfishly· crowding his own views 
upon the unwilling attention of the saints. 
It is n,9t always the substance of what is 
said that is objected to; but it is many 
times the manner, and ofttimes the fact 
that the speaker assumes to give as Church 
tenets and beliefs what are only his 
thoughts and private convictions. If he 
.would state them as such, he would be 
much nearer :right. No one is justified in 
parading pet theories, however positive 
his views may be, upon any and all occa
sions when the saints are met together, but 
should conform to that which is conducive 
to the best enjoyment of the. whole, when 
no principle of truth recognized by all is 
outraged in so doing. 

All saints should remember that the 
Bame general right to believe and hold sa. 
cred whatever conduces to truth, and the 
avowal of belief should not be taken as a 
crime. If the general tenor of the man's 

belief is with the body; if he is laboring 
to the same end, the methods of the man, 
may be borne with, so long as he recogni. 
zes the common bond of brotherhood ex. 
isting in the church. 

A disregard of this sacred right will 
bring distress to any branch where it is 
fostered, and permitted to work unresttain. 
ed. The saints-all of them-will do well 
to remember that license is not liberty, but 
its perversion. While wewould not for a 
moment curtail the right of every man to 
do as he pleases, we would have it under. 
stood, that this right does not warrant, Ol' 

justify any man in doing wrong because it 
pleases him to do so. The truest and best 
exercise of this right is to believe correct. 
ly, and to act rightly; such a man will be 
blessed in his deeds. 

UTAH AFFAIRS. 

AT the Brighamite conference held in Salt 
Lake City, October 6th to 8th, the youngest 
of the three reputed legitimate sons of 
Brigham, John W., was chosen as his First 
Counselor, to succeed Geo. A. Smith, who· 
died last year, as the latter succeeded Heber 
C. Kimball, who died in 1868, and who hacl 
held the place from 1848, at which time· 
the apostasy first claimed a first presiden. 
cy; at which time also Willard Richards 
was chosen as Second Counselor, and he 
was succeeded (we believe by Jedediah} 
M. Grant, and the latter by Daniel H. 
Wells, who has held th\l office a dozen 
years or more, the Second not succeeding 
to the J!'irst, on vacancy of the latter, but a 
new appointment being made to supply it 

Joseph A., the eldest son of Brigharu, 
died last year, and it being generally sup· 
posed that Brigham intends or wishes 
Brigham, Jun., to succeed him to the pres. 
idency of the church, and therefore as an 
adjunct or assistant to that end, has ap. 
pointed John W. at his own right hand of' 
power, a place that it seemed apparent in 
1868, on the death of Kimball, he wished to 
fill with one of his sons, b1it did not. It is 
said that John has more liberal views 
than the old channels of error permitted,, 
.and will adopt more liberal ideas of gov
ernment, and keep more free from civil ancl 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



658 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

·domestic affairs, his influence being to hu
·m.anize and make more decent the condi
tion of things, and to prepare affairs for the 
inevitable overthrow of the peculiar and 
.abominable institutions belonging to that 
·hold of the unclean, which peculiarities of 
sin and transgression have already in a 
measure wilted under the hand of authori
ty, wherein it could not bribe or coerce the 
encroai;;hing civilization; which, in con
nection with the steady efforts of God's 
own Church has brought to light the deeds 
of its. leaders in the past, and some reform. 

But by some it is looked for that this ap
.pointment of John W. will only prove 
to be one more of the destroying and divid
ing issues of that doomed ruling power of 
oppression and priestcraft. 

In respect to such rule, without the priv
ilege of exercising their reasoning facul
ties by the subjects of this rule, we quote 
from the Ogden Freeman of Sept. 29th; the 
statement being that on Sept. 24th, at the 
·Second Ward School House of that city, 
··elder Bailey said that in these days when the 
officers visit the members, to give them 
•the counsels of the priesthood they ask 
.many questions as to the whys and 
wherefores of everything. This, he said, 
ought not to be, for it was the duty of all to 
be obedient, evidently without asking 
r1uestions. Then, referring to the power 
of the priesthood, and to one having 
charge over them, he said: "Br. McQuarrie 
is the only God we have to deal with, and his 
word with us is Jaw, and no one alive to 
the truth would dare to question any coun
.;;el they might receive." 

The Freemar•. well says that the people 
,]:Lave worked for and served such gods long 
·enough; and we may not wonder that they 
ask questions. 

In our next issue we will publish a let· 
ter from Bro. Taylor and the Manchester, 
Eng., saints, which shows the oppression 
.and misrule from which they fled into the 
true fold, the, Reorganized Church of 
Christ; because they could not endure the 
evils of perverted authority, and by and 
by were led to see the contrast between it 
and the mild rule and reasonable order and 
government of the true church, under the 
,presidency of Joseph Smith, the rightful 

heir of that authority. We hail their 
change of allegience, and the.prospects of 
many more making a like change, as Bro. 
Taylor writes. 

On the 10th of October John D. Lee was 
sentenced; and, having the right to choice 
of manner of death (by the law of that ter. 
ritory) chose to be shot, and Jan. 26th, 1877, 
is set as the day. It is generally believed 
that he could :fix the authority for the mas. 
acre upon the heads of the church, or at 
least upon those higher in authority than 
himself, if he chose; by doing which he 
could justify himself of some of the blame 
as being only a subordinate officer; but 
there is so little probability of the sentence 
being carried into effect, from the failures 
in the past to punish murderers and offend. 
ers of the law in that territory, that he hM 
no reason to speak out, and much reason, 
if he lives, why he should keep silent. 

At their late conference they presented a 
list of one hundred and thirty.two men, and 
sustained them as missionaries to the 
United States. 

The Rocky Mountain Christian Advocate, 
published 1n Salt Lake City, reports that 
there is "a new c0ndition of things" in the 
Brighamite Church "on the subject of edu. 
cation." It says that whereas once there 
was a general opposition to schools and 
education; and notwithstanding Brigham, 
Geo. Q. Cannon, and others, still oppose it, 
yet that many of the chief men are out. 
spoken in favor of free schools, and they 
speak and act more like free men than any 
would have dared a few years ago . 

NOTES FROM CALIFORNIA. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the burning of the 
"bowery" at the Swamp, we lost only two 
meetings, for the brethren rallied and at 
three o'clock in the afternoon of Saturday, 
the 16th, and in the evening, Bro. Mills and 
self were permitted to address quite a fair 
audience. 

We here met Brn. Russell Huntley, John 
Brush, John Garner, Joseph Burton and 
quite a number of "old-timers,'' as those 
who were with the church in Nauvoo are 
called. 

The saints held three meetings on Sun. 
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day, September 17th. We spoke in the 
morning at eleven, and in the evening at 
seven; Bro. Mills accupying the afternoon 
service. The weather was fair, the audi. 
ences large and attentive, and good liberty 
was had. The saints seemed to enjoy the 
services, and the occasion of our assem. 
bling together was'' made peaceful and 
pleasant by the presence of the Spirit. 

Gospel Swamp is a misnomer, there be. 
ing no swamp there. It is a sandy plain 
situated some four miles from the Pacific, 
along the Santa Ana river, the sand a sort 
of friable deposit washed from the moun. 
tains by the winter rains, and occasional 
water-spouts which burst' along the water 
courses in the foot hills. This forms a soil 
from which almost every thing can be 
made to grow with the aid of water, which 
is obtained in abundance from artesian 
wells, ranging from forty-five to two hun. 
dred and :fifty feet in depth, the water flow
ing over the top of the pipes in streams 
pure and clea1·. 

We saw splendid, crops of corn, pump. 
kins, squashes, potatoes, beans, beets and 
other "garden sass," yielding large returns 
for care and culture. It is a beautiful 
sight to one raised where water is raised 
from the wells by bucket or by pump, to 
see a six inch stream flowing constantly 
over the edges of an iron pipe sunk in the 
ground-we half expected each morning 
to find the empty pipe, the water all "stole 
away." 

The Branch at the "Swanip" called the 
Newport Branch, is about seventy-six in 
number, three being added during our stay. 
A gootl feeling prevails, and the saints are 
winning golden opinions from their neigh. 
bors, as a rule; except a few, possibly. a 
very few, who are too bigoted to enjoy 
their own religion and allow others the 
same privilege. 

From Newport to San Bernardino, by 
the Santa Ana river, is a long day's ride; 
but with the company of Bro.John Garner, 
with w horn we rode, Brn. Mills and Joseph 
Burton the way was enlivened; and at din. 
ner, under a sycamore tree which would 
}iave afforded shelter and seats for many a 
Zaccheus in its wide spreading branches, 
with the addition to our company of broth-

er and sister Richard Allen, Sen., sister 
Worley, Daniel Garner, R. R. Dana, "and 
-Dawson, we had a pleasant hour. We 
arrived at San Bernardino after night-fall, 
ready for a night's rest and sleep. 

Here, amid the vines, fig.tree, and balmy 
breezes of an oasis hidden from the arid 
plains, in a sweep of the grand old hills, the 
everlasting hills, lies one• of the beautifui 
places of the earth. A valley seven miles1by 
twenty laid out in squares varying in .size 
from one to five acres, the streets, where 
the blocks were occupied, lined with trees, 
forms a place which will live in the mem
ory of the visitor. It is said that the valley 
lies eleven hundred feet above the sea, 
and that the gray head of the mountains 
lying at the east is eight thousand. There 
are over one hundred flowing wells in the 
valley, besides the irrigating canals brought 
in from the hills, which nm through the 
valley in different directions. 

As if to bring the summer storms of the 
middle lands where"we have always dwelt 
vividly to mind, we experienced while 
here, a real, good, lively thunder shower, a 
most remarkable circumstance, something 
"quite unusual," as the local paper stated. 

We arrived at San Bernardino on the 
evening of the 20th, and our spiritual h\. 
bors began the next evening. Bro. Mills 
delivering the opening sermon, while we 
remained at Bro. Garner's nursing a cold 
contracted during the long ride on the cars 
from "Frisco" to Anaheim, and at the 
Swamp. However, on the evening of Fri
day, the 22d, we addressed the citizens in 
the Saints' Chapel; and on Sunday morn
ing in the grove of Mr. Clark Fa burn, kind
ly offered for the purpose. A large congre
gation gathered and listened with good at
tention. Again in the evening, and on the 
evening following, we spoke in the Saints· 
Chapel. A respectful hearing was accord
ed us, and we trust good was done. We 
tried to tell the gospel in plainness, and as" 
we understand it. 

We visited m:;my of the old saints, found 
them watching and praying for the full Fi'

demption of Zion to come. They are ready 
and willing to welcome the day davn1 of 
of full release. 

We met quite a number at this place who, 
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'!lad been with the church almost from the 
beginning; Brn. Richard Allen, Sen., Ste. 
:phen M. St.John, - Shepard, Q. S. Sparks, 
:_Ridley, John Garner, Sen., Judge A. P. 
Boren, David Aldridge and many others, 
an of whom greeted us with friendship and 
aided us on in the labor of preaching the 
word; and when we bade them good by, we 
<lid so feeling that the work had warm 
:friends, who were friends to us for the 
wo~k's sake. 

The. scenery around San Bernardino· is 
'beautiful, rugged and grand; the climate 
warm and somewhat variable, but· pleasant 
to the acclimated. 

THE MOODY AND SANKEY 
REVIVAL. 

THE Chicago Dispatch of October 15th, af. 
ter two weeks of the revival now in prog. 
ress there, comments upon it, and asks 
:three questions, as follows: "Is the Moody 
and Sankey exciteµient a benefit? How 
will it result? Do the people attend these 
meetings to worship God?" 

Among other objections it urges that the 
revival is a source of speculation with some 
property owners who became interested in 
its establishment and continuance, while 
apparently doing it all for the love of souls. 
And while all admit that it is a "success" 
(which means nothing more than that it is 
,popular) especially so far as Messrs. Moody 
ancl Sankey are concerned, yet, according 
to that journal, the substance of all the 
conversation of the thousands who attend 
are expressions of wonder at the immensi
ty of the affair, at the vast throngs, at the 
intense earnestness. ancl boldness of Mr. 
::ifoody, ancl enthusiam over the melody of 
::'l'lr. Sankey's voice; and how Rev. Mr. This 
compared with Rev. Mr. That in style of 
speaking, in eloquence of prayer, etc.; 
while but little or nothing is said about the 
·ennobling, lasting, christianizing effect on 
the lives and hearts of men by this rnlig. 
ious excitement of the hour. 

Disclaiming ahy thought or word of clis. 
respect towards the christian religion it · 
thinks that the effect of getting up these 
.popular demonstrators by flaming posters, 
side by side with and in the same style as 
;the circus and theater bills, and their gen. 

eral conduct of the affair only tends to be
little God's teachings given through Christ 
and the apostles, and that God's people ancl 
such as really go for benefit would find the 
way without all this display and furore; 
also that no appreciable change in·themor. 
ality or spirituality of Chicago will remain 
any time after the exodus, or only in rare 
and exceptionable cases. 

Evidently the great majority attend to 
satisfy their curiosity, and to see and hear 
these men because it is the fashiqn, as it is 
also the fashioll to applaud it all, till the 
next change comes in form of excitement 
and amusement, the few who go purposely 
to be benefitted doubtless receiving some 
strength and encouragement for moral ad
vancement, but of the gospel, the real way 
to be ·saved and to know· God, they hear 
nothing. It is clear that the world, or the 
thinking part of it; is less and less willing 
to. be led into religious devotion or even 
into permanent moral reform, through ex. 
citement, or by appeals to their emotional 
or passional nature, however much some 
of them may try for a season to imagine 
they do find something satisfactory in such 
experiences, only to become more scepti
cal;. for many know, even as we teach, 
that something more certain, solid and last
ing and capable of demonstration is neces
sary to satisfy the God.given demands of 
the soul for truth, heavenly truth; and if 
these appeals, many of them eloquent, and, 
for the time, effective, could be followed 
up by that which is the satisfying and glo
rious truth of heaven, and the ·people were 
honest and willing to accept its clear pre
cepts, how lasting and beneficial might be 
·the interest awakened. 

. But, as it is, it will prove to have no ba
sis of fact, and will last as the froth of th0 
wave or the mist of the morning to but few, 
and with them never be a fullness of salva
tion. And the little good that may really 
be· accomplished will be more than coun

. teracted by calling the transient excitement 
the power of God upon the heart, when it 
is upon the senses and nerves; and by the 
dependence that will be pilt upon the ex
perience as a religious truth and a heaven
ly safe.guard; and· by the increased blind
ness following as to what is really taught 
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in the scriptures concerning their individ
ual duties, as a people, to God, and what to 
do for their salvation in the doctrine of 
Christ; and also by all this glamour of ex. 
citement, fleeting exhileration of feeling, 
and unfounded religious fervor being, fol
lowed by the consequent reaction; and, 
with many, by excessive pleasure and gay
ety; as the adversary of souls knows how 
to deceive in both extremes and'likes least 
to have any abide in the golden mean, the 
middle ground between excessive joy or 
satisfaction and the depths of sadness, dis. 
pair, or gratification of the senses, one fol
lowing the other as lent does the carnival 
in Romish ritual ; for the idea pervades 
the human heart that some such experience 
-0f the emotions, imagination, and senses is 
a religious one sanctifying the way for 
more liberty in these other things; in fact 
it is the nature of the natural man, unguard

, ed and untaught by the Spirit of God to 
feel thus, and it is the power of the adversary 
over the natural man. 

Hence we believe that the spirit of a 
popular revival having no solid basis in 
the word of God, and, above all; as it ever 
fails to present the principles and or
~1inances of God's house, as taught by Christ 
and his ministry in that word, is merely 
one of the methods of intoxication to the 
senses, and darkness to the judgment and 
reason, which helps to increase the veil 
that Satan casts over all nations (Gen. 7 : 32, 
Inspired Translation), until it shall be ta. 
ken away (Isa. 25: 7; 2Cor.3:13-15). 

'While Satan originates this covering of 
darkness and deception, yet the immediate 
personal cause is the desire for excitement, 
for something new, for manifestation of 
more power, for outward demonstations, 
without care whether there is wisdom, 
soundness, or truth in them or only a pow
er and manifestation whose spirit and·im
petus is untried from whence it is. But 
with the saints it should be "With all your 
getting get understanding," remembering 
that "wisdom is the principle thing,'' and 
to seek for these "as for hi cl treasures,'' and 
to "covet earnesly the best gifts," rejoicing 
in all and excelling as the Lord may give, 
being sober, steadfast and immoved by 
progressing in that "reyival" which is con. 

stant and lifelong in summer's heat arnI 
winter's colcl, in plenty and in adversity, 
having no need of spasmodic movements, 
and in no danger of sad retrogression from 
serving God in the fulness of truth. 

CHURCH RECORDS. 

ATTENTION is called to the resolution of 
the late session of the General Conference 
which reaffirms a previous resolution p1·0. 
viding that annual reports of districts and 
scattered branches should be made out 
regularly each year up to and including 
the last clay of the year, in order that a sta. 
tistical report of numbers of the whole 
Church may be prepared for each Annual 
session of the General Conference, inclucl. 
ing the changes by loss and gain during 
the year. And we hope that this will be 
more fully attended to than heretofor&. 

Again, some presidents and clerks have 
written that they intend to perfect their re
port of names and items soon for the Churcl1 
Record and inquire when would be a good 
time to attend to it. We reply that we hope 
this winter to take time to bring the record 
up as far as possible, and would like full 
reports or corrections at any time, and at 
least as early in the new year as possible. 
Some have sent quarterly reports regularly, 
but, not many are on hand ; therefore we 
hope the winter time of leisure will be im
proved by officers of branches and districts 
in a hearty co.operation in perfecting the 
records of members and officers, both irr 
numbers and in items of birth, baptism ancl 
ordination. The report liy us to last April 
Conference shows the figures. for each 
branch to that elate, and also branches with 
no record an cl those imperfect, and a little 
lalior by them and us will easily perfect 
the whole in a short time. The blanks 
recently advertised should be generally 
used for reporting. Direct all reports etc. 
to Henry A. Stebbins, Plano, Illinois. 

THE minutes of the General Conference are 
not lengthy, but we think that in copying 
and preparing them we have omitted noth
ing, and perhaps left the reports longer 
than they need to be. We notice that the 
consideration of the request of the Board 
of Publication for amendment in the reso-
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lutions of 1870, which the minutes show· 
were laid over from the 7th to the 9th, were 
were either not taken up, or else not report
ed by the clerk. 

The resolution forbidding the publication 
of notifications to appear for trial, etc., we 
call attention to, and it will be our excuse 
for failing to insert th?se sent to us. 

By Br. J. A. Stromberg's letter it will be 
seen that Br. Joseph Smith was .then ex
pected to remain a week longer in Califor. 
nia.than he intended to do in his last letter 
to us, which may detain him even till after 
November 15th by his stopping in Nevada 
and Utah. 

LATER.-Bro. ~oseph writes from San. 
Francisco, October 16th, that he does not 
kn@w: when he will get away from there 
for the east. 

As the HERALD and HOPE are usually 
mad'e up on or before the 10th and 25th of 
each month, the first half-several days earli
er, the brethren will understand why no
tices sent or arriving as late as those dates 
are not usually found in the issue then 
ready for the pr~ss. 

Br. I. N. White, of Edenville, Iowa, writes 
that Rev. J. L. Shinn repudiates the dis
cussion as reported and printed. He says 
in Manford's Magazine, that his speeches 
are so garbled as to compel him to disown 
them. We are requested to reply; and all 
that is necessary for us to say is that we 
have the manuscript just as it was sent us, 
and that the proof reading was d_one care
fully. We also understand that Mr. Shinn 
looked over the MSS, or had the opportun
ity of doing so, before it was sent to us by 
Bro. D. F. Lambert, the reporter; and we 
have no reason to suppose that his speech
es were perverted, nor that any great errors 
of any kind occurred in them either by re
porter, printer, or proof reader. , 

We are not responsible for books lost in 
the mails. They are wrapped and. corded 
carefully and a ticket of return put on them, 
if not taken or called for, and that is as 
good as we can do. 

No money sent is at our risk; and if 
thought necessary, sums under five dollars 
should be sent by money order or register. 
The former is the safest, although often 
large bills are sent without either precau-

tion. Canadian International money or
ders gain a better premium than we can 
get for the currency sent us from that 
country. 

We call attention to the advertisement of 
A. S. Bancroft & Co., of the extensive work 
called "Native Races of the Pacific States,'' 
as we think some of the saints who are able 
might like to. purchase it, and they can or
der it through us, if they wish. We had 
overlooked attention to it through press of· 
business. Br. D. S .. Mills spoke highly of 
it last spring. .It quotes quite largely from 
the Book of Mormon upon the origin of 
the Indians. 

Br. B. S. Jones of Wayne Co., Ill., writes. 
that he intends to go to England this win
ter, and that he intends to preach some. 
while there. He has been a member. of 
the church thirty-three years. 

We have np copies of the Life of Joseph. 
Smith. They are very scarce. 

Bro. J. W. Steel, of Essex, Page county, 
Iowa, writes that the brethren of Decatur 
county, on their way home from the Gen
eral Conference, stayed over night there, 
and Bro. J. W, Gillen preached in their 
school house, and was listened to with in
terest, and the saints there consider him as 
an able speaker. His effort has furnished 
a topic of conversation among. the people. 

Bro. J. J. Cornish' writes from I,ondon, 
Ontario, that he baptized two there .Octo
ber 7th, and one on the 15th, and that oth
ers are investigating. He has done. a fine 
work there in building up the church; and 
also if we had a hundred such workers for 
t,he HERALD, HOPE, and office publications 
as he is we would not kmg lament a lack 
of subscribere, nor the failure to receive re
mittences from them an cl for books sent out, 
or that should be sent. 

Also four have quite recently been bap
tized here in Plano. 

Bro. Wm. Anderson of San Francisco, 
Cal., sends a copy of Weekly Chronicle con
taining mention of the Pacific Slope Con
ference, an_d Bro. Joseph's presence there .. 

WE take the f~llowing from exchanges. 
These show the preparation among the 
Jews, for latter day events: 

"It seems to be a well established fact 
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that the last three or four years have wit
nessed a return of the Jews to Palestine 
!from every quarter of the globe. The num. 
ber going from Russia is entirely unpre. 
<eedented. The Hebrew population of Je. 
rusalem is more than double what it was 
ten years ago, and the movement is going 
,on rapidly. Most of the city property is 
now in the hands of Jews, who have gone 
there from other countries, and in a few 
years' time they will probably be the own
ers of the whole city." 

An English magazine says: 
"Scattered about the earth there are sup

!)~sed to be 10,000,000or11,000,000 of Jews 
alive. Thousands of the people are rich 
>Some of them own colossal fortunes. Roths'. 
-chilcl could buy up the fee simple of Pales
tine, Goldsmid might rebuild the temple of 
Herod, Montefiore has money enough to 
•Cast a golden statue of King Solomon. 
But of these wealthy Hebrews not one is 
willing to go back." · 

WE clip the following from the Tm·1•itorictl 
Enterprise of Virginia, Nevada, sent us by 
some brother. It is worthy of note. 

A LUNAR RAm-:sow.~Amostremarkable 
phenomenon occurred at half-past eight 
o'clock last even~ng. The moon was about 
three hours high at the time, and was shin
ing very brightly. The sky, to the west 
was shrouded with dark clouds, accompa. 
nied with falling rain-drops and frequent 
<lischarges of lightning. All at once a bril
liant rainbow was formed in the west with 
.a perfect arch, the tep of the same being 
about eight degrees above the horizon 
'The secondary rainbow was also plainly 
·defined. The remarkable feature about thl'. 
~·ain~ow itself was its es:ceeding brilliancy, 
1t bemg fully equal to that of any one we 
have ever seen in the daytime. All of the 
·Colors noticeable in a solar rainbow were 
:present in this and well defined. The lu
nar rainbow is usually ~ingle, having the 
~)nmary bow only, and is often white. If 
{)o.lored at all, ~he colors are generally quite 
famt. The ram bow of last evening lasted 
about half an hour and excited universal 
admiration, the phenomenon being one 
which might not occur again, under the 
same conditions, in a lifetime. 

NEWS SUMMARY. 

The Newcastle (England) Glwonicle, in 
an article on the position of Jilarl Derby on 
the Turkish question, speaking of the hor-
1·ible deeds of every kind perpetrated upon 
the bodies of men and women in devastated 
Bulgaria, says: "Much as we desire peace 
there is ancl can be but one hope and feeling 
in England now, which is-May Goel pros-
1)erthe cause of the oppressed; and blessed 

be whatever agency will rid Europe of a 
government of wild beasts." 

A correspondent of the London Times 
writing from Belgrade speaks of the tor
tures committed by the Turks; one of their 
diversions being to tie victims hand and 
foot and then lift them up; and, in a sitting 
posture, drop them upon a pointed stake 
and leave them to writhe in agony during 
the two or three days that life remained in 
them. 

Two hundred and sixty public indigna
tion meetings, were held in various parts 
of England between Angus~ 25th and Sep
tember 30th, against the position of Earl 
Derby and the government in trying to 
maintain peace for the safety of Turkey. 

The prospect for war between Russia 
and Turkey seems now (October 20th) to 
be a certainty. Servia rejected Turkey's 
:vish for a six month's armistice, claiming 
~t to be too great an expense to retain an 
idle army so long, and Russia also refused 
~o accede, but insisted on Turkey's accept
mg England's proposition for one of six 
weeks only, and Russia would not consent 
to be obliged to keep her people from go
ing into Servia. Russian residents in Ger
many, Austria and France, liable to carry 
arms, were ordered home, and Russia an
nounces that in the interests of humanitv 
she feels bound to march her troops into 
Bulgaria and Armenia. Also it is reported 
that (he Roumanian railways are to trans
port 150,000 Russian soldiers thitherward. 
In England much excitement prevails, 
more of this kind than since the Crimean 
war, and there is unusual activity in the 
English navy yards. All hopes of peace 
seem to be over, ancl no one can see the 
end of the complications, should the mat
ter increase as it now appears to be cloing. 
Russia demands the absolute independence 
of Servia, and a recognized independence 
of Montenegro, and England views with 
alarm the evident intentions of Russia 
towards the Mediteranean sea. Gold and 
the products of the earth have gone up in 
value. Should war ensue the United Statef' 
will reap pecuniary advantages. It is 
thought that Germany and Austria are in 
accord with Russia. 

In our own country the political excite
ment is very great. Tilden, Hayes, ancl 
Cooper, candidates for the presidency, each 
having a strong party working for them; 
while the troubles in the South amount to 
so near a rebellion that United States troops 
have been sent to South Carolina, because 
of fighting between the white men and the 
negroes. In Mississippi, also, such battles 
have taken,. place; in one place thirtv-seven 
negroe.s having been killed and wounded, 
no whites hurt. 

In the West the Indians are troublesome. 
Gen. Merritt with 500 soldiers has been on 
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lihe move in the Black Hills for a few days ; 
definite object not known, but after lndi
ins. Indian raids on wagon trains and 
ranches are frequent, and quite large bodies 
of them seem to be moving to and ·fro. 
Recruiting troops goes on, and Gen. Terry 
is to start out soon. 

By the explosion of three boilers in an 
iron mill at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, Oc. 
tober 12th, fifteen men were killed and for. 
ty-two wounded, some dying since. 

A boiler explosion near Rochester, Ind., 
killed and wounded eleven men, Septem. 
ber 30th. 

About thirty lives were lost by the burn
ing of the Southern Belle, near Baton 
Rouge, Miss., October 10th. 

Some miners were. recently killed at 
Pottsville, Pa., by loaded cars falling back 
upon them in the mine. . 

A recent railroad collision in Massachu
setts killed and wounded.many passengers. 

A $250,000 fire occurred at Cleveland, 
Ohio, October 9th; one of $125,000 at Pine 
Bluff, Ark., the 8th; one of $450,000, in a 
J_.ondon suburb (England), September 30th, 
one of $200,000 at Toledo, Ohio, October 
10th; one of $350,000 at Houston, Texas, 
the 7th; one of$600,000 at Louisville, Ky., 
the 17th; one of $200,000 at Sandy Hill, 
N. Y., the 17th; one of $60,000 at Jordan, 
N. Y., the 16th; and one the 18th in Chica. 
go that, but for a change of wind, would 
have made a terrible destruction in that 
city. These, besides hundreds of smaller 
:fires in all parts of the country, show the 
devouring element to be on the inc:ease. , 

There was a severe snow storm m Otta
wa, Canada, October 14th, several inches 
in New England, and also it fell as far 
south as Washington and other places, and 
previous to that it is said that there was a 
snow storm in North Carolina. 

Some sad cases of shipwreck, loss of 
life and perilous adventure, have occurred 
npon our great lakes. 

has abated, yet its reign will not be over 
until freezing w:eather. The suffering and 
destitution have been horrible, .and a terri
ble gloom has hung over the city. By the 
fleeing of the inhabitantants and the deaths 
her 30,000 people have decreased to 21,000. 
Forty-eight deaths per day was the highest 
rate. 

The second Egyptian army which last 
spring marched against the Abyssinians 
has been overwhelmed, and 4,00Q out of the 
6,000 were slain. · 

The ·difficulties between the Cotton 
Mill Association of Manchester, Eng., and 
the operatives about increase of wages is 
likely to throw 80,000 out of employment. 

Great floods are reported in India during 
September, causing immense damage and 
the loss of hundreds of lives. 

Innumerable murders, bank ·and other 
i·obberies, and countless other crimes 
against life and property, are continually 
.taking place. · .· 

An exchange says that there is a very 
noticeable increase in the concentration of 
Jews in Jerusalem; the Hebrew popula
tion of that city having doubled within ten 
years. _ 

October 22d.-Russia is reported as mak
ing a last attempt at nogotiation with Tur
key, whereby the former and Servia are to 
be the gainers, if the claims are acceded to; 
yet it hardly seems probable, with all the 
war spirit and great preparations, that a con
flict can long be kept off by any present 
patching. 

The extravagance in .building churches 
in our great cities has brought much trou
ble upon them, and a drawing in of style 
and fashion is taking place. A score or 
n1ore are said to be for sale in the city of 
New York alone, and not one in progress 
of erection. 

The St. Paul Pioneer Press October 11th, MAGNOLIA, Harrison Co., Iowa. 
contains a report of the grasshopper devas- September 15th, 1876. 
tation in Nicollet and Sibley counties, Br. Stebbins :-Our conference met here, 
Minn. Vacant houses and deserted farms Sept. 2d and 3d. We hacl a good and peace
are not infrequent, and many families are able time, and all appeared to be of one 
stared in the face by starvation, after their mind and one heart. On Sunday morning 
four years' struggle against the destroyer, Bro. Cadwell baptized three persons, and 
while the great deposit of eggs threatens on the Sunday before six persons. Four 
still worse things next years. years ago this branch numbered hut fifteen, 

There has been some butchering of if my memory serves me right, and now we 
Christians and Europeans in China, and number one hundred and twenty-eight. 
many were wounded and their houses pil- We praise the Lord for what he has done. 
laged and destroyed. The assasins seem for us, and tak<:i courage to continue. The 
to have banded with the idea of creating work has beeri confirmed to us again and 
enmity against foreigners, and perhaps again here. In July I was taken with in
driv~ng ~hem ou~ and. preventing their ex- ftamatory rheumatism, and four and a half 
tend mg ii;to the mter10_r. days and four nights I got no rest, the pain 

There is a decrease m the yellow fever being so intolerable that I could neither sit 
plague of Savannah. About 1,000 died be- I nor lie in bed. I was twice administered 
tween Aug. 20th and Oct. 7th, and though it to, but got no relief, b'lt think the fault was 
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mine, as I could not exercise that faith and 
confidence in God that was necessary to 
obtain the blessing. Afterwards Bro. J. R. 
Lambert came to visit me, and while at my 
house attended to the ordinance for the 
sick, and the Lord heard us and I was re
lieved at once. All the pain left me and 
has not returned, for which I feel thankful 
to my heavenly Father, and feel· to praise 
his holy name. Yours for the right, 

J. M. HARVEY. 

WEST OAKLAND, Alameda., Co., Cal. 
Oct. 14th, 1876. 

B1·0. H. A. Stebbins :-Our October Con
ference is l'>Ver, the saints have gone to 
their homes, and the missionaries to their 
work. President Joseph Smith baptized 
one lady the other clay, and at the con
ference five were baptized. Bro. Joseph 
preached three times at the conference, on 
Friday, the 6th, in the Music Hall, where 
the conference was held, and at 10: 30 a. m. 
on Sunday, in the big tent, corner of Four. 
teenth street and Broadway, and in the 
evening at the same place. Bro. H. P. 
Brown preached Saturday evening in the 
Hall. 

Br. Joseph left for Washington Corners, 
but will come to Oakland again Oct. 22d, 
to preach one more sermon, and then to the 
Land of Salt, and to the east. May our 
Father in Heaven guide him to the encl of 
his journey. I remain a lover of the truth. 

J. A. STRO:\rnERG. 

MILLERSBURGH, Ills., 
September 24th, 187G. 

Br.Joseph: A few items from our branch 
may be of interest to the readers of the Her
ald. On the 10th instant myself and com
panion went to fill the appointment at Ki
mel school house, two miles south of Aledo, 
which is an entirely new field, but we found 
there had been a misunderstanding in the 
day, and that there was quite a gathering 
the Sunday before. However, there was a 
goodly number present at this time; yet 
the key had been taken away inadvertent
ly, or otherwise, and some young ladies 
present went to a neighboring house and 
borrowed one, but it would not do. Fail
ing in this, they invited some young men 
to climb into the window, and so the door 
was opened; ·and, at a late hour, we com
menced. We spoke with good liberty on 
"these signs." 

There is quite an interest manifested; and 
hopes are entertained that good will result. 
1Ve left an appointment for the 8th prox., 
and returned home, and at night spoke to 
a good house, with good liberty. While 
preaching, a vision was seen by my com
panion, which was as follows: Just at my 
left hand a box appeared about as tall as 
my head, which was made of most beauti-

ful material, and was fine to behold; and 
about midway up, there was a shelf pro. 
jected from the box-the edge of whick 
shone brightly. While beholding it, four 
doves, pure and white, as white as they 
could be, appeared Gn the shelf, or prejec. 
ti on. They seemed to '·be very tame and 
docile, for in my gestures my arm would 
come very near them at times, yet they 
would simply move their heads to prevent 
being hit. Presently the doves went into 
the box and the vision vanished. Yester. 
day we had the pleasure of leading four 
children into the waters of baptism, these 
probably having been represented by the 
doves. 

We commence building our house in a 
few days. By having an eating booth at 
our county fair we cleared quite a sum. 
Prejudice is slowly wearing away, and our 
congregations are increasing. Last even
ing Br. E. T. Bryant spoke to a full house. 
Many·are investigating, and will no doubt 
obey, if the saints walk uprightly. May 
the cause prosper is m:y prayer. Yours for 
the truth. J. M. TERRY. 

STREATOR, LaSalle Co., Ills., 
August 23rd, 18'16. 

Dem· Ecliton Heralcl :-In looking over 
the Heralcls I find much instruction and 
many encouraging letters from different 
parts of the globe, concerning the great 
latter day work which we are engaged in, 
and, feeling it my duty to add a little, I do 
S~ I 

As a branch we have .been laboring un. 
der trials in the past, and there seemed to 
be a cloud of darkness hanging over us: 
but, through patience, fervent prayer, and 
the assistance of God's Holy Spirit, we have 
cause to thank God with all our hearts that 
the trouble above mentioned has disappear. 
eel, and all is peace and joy to our hearts. 
And past experience has learned us to be 
more watchful for the future and to be more 
united, that we may be the Lord's. 

We can also praise the giver of every 
good and perfect gift that we have of late 
enjoyed more of the influence of his Holy 
Spirit; yes, in the gift of tonguges being 
made manifest, and the interpretation there. 
of given through our well beloved brother 
David D. Jones, telling us in plainness that 
we were doubting his gifts; and that Goel 
was about to bring destruction on the 
wicked, and for us to beware lest we be 
found with that number. 

The promise of the past has been that if 
we would be more faithful in keeping the 
commandments of God, that he would add 
to our number, which promise he has veri. 
fied. We can also say that the signs do 
follow the believer in this place, in the 
healing of the sick, even those out of the 
kingdom of God. Bro. West's mother re-
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ceived the blessing immediately. She is 
seventy years of age, and, we believe, that 
she has tried to serve God sincerely for 
years; but she felt that she had not done 
all that was required at her hands in order 
to receive a citizenship in the kingdom of 
God.. Consequently she gave her name for 
baptism, and she is now rejoicing in the 
one faith, realizing that our gospel is not 
in word only, but in much power, and in 
the Holy Ghost. Richard Williams also 
has received a great blessing, through faith 
in the ordinance of God's house, the Spirit 
testifying to the Elders before they admin
istered unto him that he should receive 
the blessing according to his faith. He is 
seventeen years of age, a young man of 
promise,. and very prompt in attending our 
Sabbath School. He, also, has been bap
tized, and four others have been added to 
the branch. They are young, but we know 
that youth is the time to begin to serve the 
Lord, and may God bless them· in their 
efforts. This makes six more souls to re
joice with us. We have also been blessed 
and strengthened by the instructions of our 
new president, John S. Keir, who paid us a 
shoJ't visit. We believe that he desires to 
send the sound, and we hope that he will 
be able to discharge every duty devolving 
upon him under. the influence of God's 
Holy Spirit. Also, we were pleased to hear 
the word of God preached on unfulfilled 
prophecy by Bro. John Landers, who was 
here with Bro. Keir. We had some outside 
preaching; and, although we might call 
this the village of churches, yet there was 
not one of them offered to our visiting 
brethren, when kindly asked for. So you 
can see that prejudice exists here, but we 
are still determined to preach every Sab. 
bath as usual, knowing if we do our part 
that God is able ancl willing to do his. I 
foel glacl that God has named a name here, 
and that we have a place were we can hold 
our meetings. Ancl I can say with glad
ness, that although we have but two elclers 
here, the worcl is preached publicly as well 
as privately, and my earnest desire and 
prayer is that Goel will bless their labors 
to his honor and glory. I am trying to 
keep unity and love among us, although in. 
weakness. Desiring an interest in the 
prayers of all his saints, I remain your 
brother in hope of the first resurrection, 

JACOB STANJ,EY. 

Bms'rOL, Illinois, 
August 14th, 1876 . 

. Br. H. A. Stebbins:-I sit down to com
municate to you the thoughts and desires 
of my heart. It is over sixteen years since 
I commenced to bear my testimany to the 
work of God as restored in these last days 
of revelation; and the question arises in 
my mind to-day: Shall I myself become a 

castaway after laboring for so many years, 
as I have done. God forbid that such 
should be my unhappy lot. It is- a long 
time since I met with the saints in. the· 
sanctuary of the Lord, but that spark that 
was kindled so many years ago is not dead' 
yet. Thank God for it. 

The testimony of Jesus that I received' 
on obedience to his commandments is still' 
in my heart; aud, if I should be lost, Goel 
is free from blame; for he has fulfilled his 
promise uRto me. He gave me the Com .. 
forter, and that .opened the eyes of my un
derstanding: and it led me into truth ac
cording as I kept his commandments. I 
know that I have, to some extent, broken 
the covenant I made in the waters of bap .. 
tism; yet not willingly, but through not 
governing myself. 

But I hope and pray that God will give· 
me more of his Holy Spirit to help me to 
rule myself and to return: to his fold, as the 
prodigal son to his father's house. Pray 
for me that I may yet fulfill what I set out 
to do years ago. Then it used to be a pleas
ure to me, and not a task, after six days'· 
digging coal to walk from Stavely to Bal
sover, seven miles, to preach on Sunday,. 
and then to return in time for afternoon 
meeting. It was then no uncommon thing 
for my wife and the sisters to walk the sev
en miles. each day with us, and many times 
we walked to Sheffield and back. Now it 
seems hard for me to ride in a buggy that 
distance; but I will no longer be stopped 
in my duties, if the I,ord will give me 
health and strength. Jjove to all in the 
office. Praying for your welfare ancl com-
fort, I am your brother, '1'. H. C. 

:N' o. 8, Cole St., PROVIDE::S-CE, R 1. 
September 8th, 1876. 

Bi·o. Joseph:-Some of the brethren and 
sisters may be interested in knowing that 
many doors are open for the gospel of the 
kingdom, ancl they that go forth in faith 
will have such help as they need from time 
to time. I have been laboring with Br. S. H. 
Morse, east of Providence, where we have 
the schoolhouse usually well filled, and the 
interest seems increasing. We have also 
been called to attend meetings in Simmons
ville ancl South Scituate, and there is a good 
interest manifest, and the meetings are gen
erally well attended. Sept. 2d, we left Prov
idence to ineet the Simmonsville saints, at 
11 A.M., a distance of ten miles from here. 
The school-house was well filled and each 
had· liberty in preaching the gospel. We 
went from there with a number of the 
Simmonsville ·saints, to visit Bro. H. H. 
Thompson's meeting, at 2 P.M., a distance
of five miles, he having opened a place at 
Arkright village, R. I., The school-house 
was well filled, upward of sixty present we 
think; and we had much libe£ty. Then 
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we went home with Bro. Thompson to 
Centreville, R. I., and after taking food, we 
attended meeting at his house. We had a 
good time, and the gift o~ prophecy ~as 
again manfested, and the sick were adi_nm
istered to. So we enjoyed such blessmgs 
as the saints of old received. Two at the 
meeting expressed a deep inter~st, and we 
expect they will soon be baptized. Bro. 
Morse and myself then jot~rneyed h?~e
ward twelve miles to Providence, reJoic
ing that we had help accordi~g t? our day. 
\Ve arrived at home about midmght, thus 
<mding one day's labor, one of many we 
have enjoyed in this work of the gospel. 

G. S. YERRINGTON. 

SAN BERNARDINO, California, 
September 29th, 1876. 

B1·0. H. A. Stebbins:-! send you a copy 
-of the San Bernardino Tirnes, by which 
you will understand something of the good 
feeling our beloved brother Joseph has 
left behind him. He has paid .us a short 
visit, preached fo:ir tim~s, .and perhaps 
done more in allay mg preJudice than forty 
sermons from any other man would have 
done. The only fault that I have heard 
was that he did not stay longer and preach 
more. May peace be with him, and that 
he may be prospered in his journey, and 
that he may accomplish a g?od wo_rk, and 
arive safely at home to his family and 
friends. We would be glad to have him visit 
us again. Your friend and brother in the 
gospel, JORN GARNER, Sen. 

CoLu.Yrnus, Platte Co., Neb., 
Sept. 29th, 1876. 

Bro. Stebbins :-I have just returned from 
a tour in Merrick county, where we found a 
good field oflabor. August 25th my broth
er Hyrum and myself left this place to 
visit some old time saints there, and that 
day we walked about thirty.five miles. 
Thenextdaywentto Central City, and home 
with Bro. A. C. Pemberton and commenced 
labor in his neighborhood. We soon cre
ated quite an interest, and our opposers 
made the same cry they Clo every where, 
"false prophets, polygamy, etc., etc." Sept. 
3rd spoke in the court house in Central CHy 
to about two hundred people, and with 
apparent good results. Some expressed 
disappointment, for they had expected what 
they called Mormonism, and seemed in
credulous when we told them we had 
preached it, as far as possible in one dis
course. The court house was procured by 
Richard Eutaugh, an old time saint; but it 
being court time he could not get it longer. 
We think good can be done there when 
circumstances are favorable. From Cen
tral City, Bro. Hyrum returned home; and 
I returned to Bro. Pemberton's and con
tinued my meetings. Efforts where made 

to find some able. man to expose us, but no 
one came. On the 10th I had the pleasure 
ofleading four into the waters of·baptism, 
,T asper N., Emma J., Jessie and Jennie 
Pemberton. Their conversion is due more 
to the teaching and example of their 
mother than to any other source. She has 
been striving to live the life of a saint, al
though isolated from the Church. She 
was baptized by Bro. James Blakeslee, in 
Michigan, in 1866, and never has had the 
privilege of being with a branch of the 
Church, but is strong in the faith. May 
she live many years to instruct her chil
dren, and may they be a comfort to her de
clining years. Bro. E. C. Briggs will re. 
member the Pemberton's and ·Bruno's of 
Michigan. The latter are also there, and 
are warm friends to him, and his teachings 
still find place in their hearts. I remained 
until the 22d, preaching when the weather 
was favorable. I think that part is the 

· best field oflabor I have found in Nebraska. 
Some were desirous for my return, and 
some expressed themselves to the contrary. 
I am sony to say that through courtesy. a 
few invited me to come, whom I felt did 
not wish me to. I wish people would al
ways speak their true sentiments, whatever 
they may be. I shall strive to get to the 
General Conference and thence as directed. 

My love for the cause :lncreases daily; 
and though I have many weaknesses and 
make many errors, yet I am resolved, with 
the help of God, to overcome and to do all 
I can for the cause of Zion. I look for
ward with great anxiety to the gathering, 
and shall ever uphold by my faith and 
prayers (means I have none) those whose 
duty it is to counsel in these matters. I 
think the work still gains ground in central 
Nebraska. Bro. Derry is talking of clos~ng 
his labors in the district at the comrng 
conference, and this field will feel his loss, 
and the saints will regret the step; but may 
God overrule for the best, both for him and 
the cause, is the prayer of, 

HEMAN C. SMITH. 

NORTII FREEDOM, Wis., 
October 1st, 1876. 

B1·0. Henry :-We are striving to fight 
the good fight, and our motto is, Onward. 
There is not that energy among some of 
the saints that I would like to see, but I 
am in hopes to see the time when we will 
all behold the unity and glorious blessings 
that our dear Redeemer promised to those 
that love him and keep his commandments. 
My intention is to hold forth the eternal 
word of salvation and try to gain some 
souls for the kingdom of God. 

Your brother in Christ, 
FRANK HACKETT. 

To get we~;k, and sacrifice is that 
path-way to obedience. 
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Nodaway District. 
Conference convened at Ross Grove school· 

house, August 26th, 1876; Wm. Powell in 
the chair. Opened by singing and prayer. 

Branch Reports.'-Platte, 36 members, 2 
removed by letter. Ross Grove, 34 mem· 
bers, 1 re.cei:ved by certificate of baptism, 1 
died. Guilford, 19 members, no change. 
Wm. Hawkins reported the Oregon branch 
as having 35 members, 1 baptized. Bigelow 
was reported by the president of the dis
trict as having been disorganized. 

Elder's Reports.-Bro. Biergo reported. 
Wm. Powell exhorted all to preach by exam· 
ple as well as by precept. A. Jacobson had 
4abored in his branch. R. Hayer had preach· 
ed nearly every Sunday, from one to three 
times. Thomas Nutt felt to preach wher· 
ever he was, and had done so every Sunday 
but two since last May ; much prejudice has 
been removed; he exhorted the elders to be 
earnest and faithful in their calling. Presi
dent Hawkins said thathe had preached and 
be.en with the saints every Sunday; he had 
been in Holt, Nodaway and Andrew coun· 
ties, and found that a general good feeling 
prevails. P. Rasmussen had labored in his 
branch. R. c; Moore and B. Fisher report
ed. C. F. Stiles had occupied every oppor· 
tunity. S. O. Waddell laborsin Kansas, and 
he is gaining an influence, and the saints 
are respected; he also reported J. W. Brack· 
enbury's labors in the Nodaway district, 
baptizing two. A vote of thanks was ten
dered Br. Brackenbury for his efforts and 
he was requested to continue them. J. 
Flory had kept up regular meetings in the 
branch. 

Priests N. Biergo and J. W. Welch; also, 
teachers H. Froyd and S. C. Andes reported 
their efforts as branch officers in visiting, 
exhorting, and other labors. 

3 P.M.-Elder Wm. Hawkins in the chair. 
Some two day meetings were appointed, the 
last to be held near Castle, Andrew county, 
November 18th and 19th. 

Resolved that all who hold the priesthood 
labor as circumstances permit. 

That we sustain Wm. Hawkins as presi
dent, Wm. PoweU as vice-president, Joseph 
Flory as secretary, and Br. Biergo as Bish· 
op's Agent. 

That we sustain all the authorities Of the 
Church in righteousness. 

8 P.M.-Prayer al)d testimony meeting, in 
which. the saints bore faithful testimonies 
of the power of God in the last days. The 
gifts were manifes.ted to the strengthening 
and comforting of the saints. 

Sunday, 11 A.M.-:Preaching by brethren 
Waddell and Nutt. 

3 P. ~I.-Tb.e sacram.ent was administered, 

followed by prayer and testimony. Baptism 
was administered by Br. Powell to. Father 
Rosa (as a renewal of his covenant), and t0> 
one of his sons, and two of his grand daugh
ters; 

7.30 P.M.-Preaching by brethren Moore, 
Powell, Hawkins, and Nutt. 

MONDAY, 9 A.M.-Met to confirm these· 
baptized. During the meeting it was man
ifested by the Holy Spirit that if the saints 
would continue faithful many whom: they 
did not now expect would yet be add.ed un
to them. 

Adjourned to meet at Freedom .school. 
house, Nodaway county, Mo., November 
25th, 1876, at 10 a.m. 

Kewanee District. 
The above conference convened at Buffalo 

Prairie, Illinois, Sept. 2nd and 3rd, 1876. In 
the absence of H. C. 13ronson, J. l\'L Terry 
was chosen as presidentprotem.; J. A. Rob
inson, clerk. 

Branch Reports.-Buffalo Prairie 1 bap
tized, 1 removed; present number 72. 

Peoria 15 members, 1 received by letter. 
Bryant 6 members. Henderson Grove no 

change. Millersburh 1 excommunicated ; 
36 members. Princeville 19 members, no 
change. 

Report of Elders.-Elders T. F. Stafford 
(by proxy), J. D. Jones, D. S. Holmes, Br. 
Garland, Levick Sturgis, C; M. Brown, E. 
T. Bryant, I. B; Larew, J. F. Adams, C. C. 
Reynolds and J. M. Terry reported; also. 
John Epperly, deacon, reported. 

Resolved that this conference request the 
Semi-Annual Conference to set off the Iowa. 
portion of the Kewanee District as a separ-
ate district. . 

J. A. Robinson offered his resignation as 
secretary; which was by vote accepted, an& 
J. M. Terry was elected to succeed him. 

W.hereas, having understood that the Iowa. 
saints were wounded by a resolution adopted 
at our conference held at Henderson Grove, 
therefore. we hereby declare that no evil was 
intended. 

Resolved that this district report by lee
ter tO the Semi-Annual Conference 

That we continue T. F. Stafford in his 
present field of labor and that he visit the 
Bryant saints as often as possible that they 
may be built up in Christ. (Done by re
quest of the Bryant saints). 

That we again call the attention of the e\
ders to the resolution passed at Henderson 
Grove, in regard to their reporting to con· 
ference in person or by letter'. 

Officials present: .13 elders, 1 priest, 1 
teacher, 2 deacons. 

Saturday at 7 p,m., and Sunday at H a. 
m., the wor,d, :was declared in. plainness by 

. Br. J. A, Robin~on. At 2. p;ni. Br. J. D. 
.Jones spoke from the words, nwoe is me if· 
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I preach n.()t th.a g()spel.'~ Sunday at 7 p. 
m., J. A. ~obms()n i!elivered a very in
structive and interesting sermon on. the 
Book of Mornfon; • ·. 

Peace and harmony prevailed throughout 
the conference. The Spirit was. enjoyed, 
new life was infused, and.it is. believed the 
saints separated with an. increased love of 
the truth in th.eir h.earts. 

May God help the eld.ers of this. district 
to thrust in their sickles, for the harvest. is 
great; and remembering. the very import
ant duty of attending conferences. Let me 
urge upon the branch officials to see that 
their branches are properly . reported at 
ea9h conference, and to do this let blanks 
be obtained. I ask this that I might keep 
a correct district record. 

Adjourned to meet at Princeville, IllinoiJ, 
December 2nd, 1876~ J. M. TERRY,. Sec'y. 

Eastern Iowa District. 
Conference was held. at Red Oak school 

house, Jones county, Iowa, September 2nd, 
1876; E. Larky in the chair, E. M; .Wilder
muth clerk, James Culverwell ·assistant 
clerk. Opened in usual form. 

The president appointed as committee on 
grievances, Jesse L. Adams and M:. G. 
}faudsley. 

Branch Reports . ...,..Davenport 28 members, 
1 baptized, 6 children blessed: Financial: 
Offerings received $15, expended $12, bal
ance $3. Inland 15 members, 2 added. 
Butternut Grove· 28 members. Jackson 10 
members, 2 added. West Buffalo not report
ed, but it contained 26 members w1ten last 
reported; making a total of 107 members 
in the district; . 

Official reports . .J.'..Jesse L. Adams and E. 
~I.· Wildermuth of. the· seventies ; RiChard 
Rowley, lVI. G. l\'Ialidsley, and Edward Lar
key elders; J·ames ·Bi;adley priest; James 
Houghton teacher. 

A resolution was passed adopting the sen
timents of the Davenport branch that in 
their humble opinion, the liberties of the 
saints of this district {late the Kewanee 
Sub-District) were assailed, and their rights 
as members of .the churoh,imperilled, by 
the resolution of the Kewanee. District Con
ference held at Hejµderson Gl'.ove, Illinois, 
June 3rd and 4th, 1876.1 .• 

By resolution .it· was also .declared that 
the said sub-district Wal! org.anised as a sep
erate district in obedience to. a .resolution 
of the Kewanee Distric~ Conference held 
August 27th to 29th, 18'75,. !J.iid at the gen
eral wish of the .. Iowa porpon of said sub
district, and. with a view to the. interests 
and well being of the saints. and 'of the .work; 
therefore it ,~as resolved that a; petition be 
sent to thf Gene+llri ponferenQl) ... l() ratify 
the action of organizing the ]Jas~er;n Iowa 
Distric.t. · · 

E. lVI. Widerm.uth was ~ppoin,ted as dis
trict secretary with a vote of thanks to him 
for past services. He. was instructed to 
furnish the Kew.anee District witll_ copies of 
records and such.information as may be re
quired, but to retain the records.as. our dis
trict property, subject to. the will of the dis
trict. Bro. L. P. Russell wa.s chosen as· 
Bishop's Agent, subject to the appointment 
of Bishop.I. L. Rogers. The authorites. ot 
the Church were sustained in righteousness. 

Saturday evening and Sunday was spent 
in preaching the word by .elders Jesse L. 
Adams, E. lVI. Wildermuth, M. G. l\fauds
ley, Richard Rowley, anl} E. Larkey, 

Adjourned to.meet at Buffa.le, December 
2nd, 1876. 

Eastern Maine and Nova Scotia. 
The above distriCt conference commenced' 

in the Little' Kennebec Branch, September 
2d and 3d, 18'76. E; C. Foss,.president; J. 
C. Foss, secretary. · 

Branch Reports.- Little Kennebec, 36 
members. Pleasant View, rejected because 
of inform.ality .. Union, Olive, l\'Iay1 Cam
pobello, and Pleasant River, not reported. 

Officials present: 1 seventy, 3 elders, 1 
priest, 2 teachers, 1 deacon. 

Resolved ·that we sustain Joseph Syiith 
and his counselors, and all the quorums in 
righteousness; also, J; C. Foss in the East
ern Mission, and E~ C. Foss as president of 
the district. 

Adjourned to meet at Crawley's Island, 
town of Addison, Maine, December 2d 11,nd. 
3d, 1876. . 

Colorado Distrfot. 
The above confere'nce convened at 2 P.M., 

August 12th, 1876, in the Saints' meeting 
room of the Rocky Mountain Branch. F. C. 
Warnky, president; G. 0. Kennedy, clerk. 

Officials present: 3 elders, 2 priests, 1 . 
teacher. 

Branch Reports."-Rocky Mini:iitain, 15-
members,, 3 added since January( all in 
good standing; 

Elders' Reports.-F. C. Warnky made 3, 

favorable report;. said that he had baptized 
6, and had preached 63 times·; had made· 
many friends to .the cause, .and could n/Jt 
fill half the ca1ls to preach. Tlie Lord is 
giving .us great favor.in the eyes of the peo
ple, and very many are believing; Thomas 
Stewart said. that he had labored in connec
tion with· Br. Warnky in southern Colorado, 
and finds that hundreds are believing. J. El
lis had acted as. president of the branch, 
and had made one trip.with .Br. Warnky to 
Del Norte, Ft. Garland, etc., ha~ .baptized 
3, aJ'.\d is wqling to .do all lie! 0an for ... the 
cause of truth. . .. . ·.· 

l'rie~ts' Reports.-c-Br; Standering knows 
that the work is pf.God; .h.e feels.}l.i13 :weak-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



&70 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

ness in preaching; but his faith is not in 
himself, and he knows that God is able to 
·qualify those whom he calls. G. E; Ward 
said that his circumstances have changed so 
that he is able to help, and he is ready and 
willing to work. 

Teacher G. O. Kennedy has striven to do 
bis duty, and trusted to the Holy Spirit as 
his guide; had taken the lead of meetings 
'in the absence of the elder or priest, and it 
could not be said that they had a gathering 
and no meeting. 

Resolved that brethren Stewart and Ellis 
fabor under the direction of the president. 
That Br. G. E. Ward labor with Br. Warn
'ky, That Br. R. Standering labor as cir
·cumstances will permit. That we sustain 
Er. Warnky as president of district, with 
·Our faith, prayers and means. 

That we consecrate a portion of our sub
stance, what we raise or make; as an offer
ing to God, for the many blessings which 
we are receiving, and that we may be more 
worthy of his blessings in the future. 

That we request the General Conference 
to send another elder to Colorado. 

That we sustain Br. Joseph Smith as Pres
itle1;1t of the Church, .with all the quorums in 
righteousness. 

Preaching Saturday evening and Sunday 
•by brethren Stewart, Standering, Ellis and 
Warnky. Sunday evening, sacrament and 
iestimo11y meeting. Monday morning, bap
tized and confirmed J. C. Sellers. 

Adjourned sine die. 

Expelled. 
Notice is hereby given that George Lamb 

of Canton branch was, on the 1st day of 
·October, 1876, excommunicated from the 
Church for unchristianlike conduct, and for 
neglecting his duty; also, David Williams, 
Sarah Williams, Emma 'Williams, and Wil
liam Williams, for believing in the doctrine 
of polygamy, Sarah and Emma on the 25th 
<lay of May, 1876. 

DAVID E. Ev ANS, Secretary. 
CANTON, Ills., October 2d, 1876. 

North Kansas District. 
'fhe above conference will be held in 

White Cloud, Kansas, November 4th and 
5th, 1876. All are invited to attend. 

J. W. BRACKENBURY, President-

Addresses. 
:M. H. Forscutt, box 400, Nebraska City, 

Nebraska. 
E. C. Briggs, Wheeler's Grove, Pottawat-

tamie county, Iowa. .. , 
J. S. Patterson, <.'are John Parker, 81 Wil

·liam-street., London, Ontario. 

THE RESTORATION. 
TUNE.-" Bonnie Blue Flag.'' 

While drunk and staggering all men,fay 
Beneath great Babylon's rule, 

The meaning ot' the prophets hid 
Within tradition's school; 

.Another angel bent his flight, 
.And through the :oky was heard, 

Joyfully, the loud acclaim; 
"The Gospel is restored." 

CHORUS.-
Cheer up! Cheer up! 

Ye saints of Latter Day; 
For Christ will now reward us all, 

If we his will obey. 
The unlearn'd man has read the book; 

The Spirit's aid is given; 
.And now, dear friends, this surer guide, 

Will go with us to heaven; 
The deaf have heard the gracious words, 

'l'he blind receive their sight; 
.And all a blessing will receive, 

Who come with hearts contrite. 
.And Jacob's face which long has paled, 

Before.the Gentile's frown, 
Will soon be seen in Palestine 

\Vith glory and renown; 
For a Messiah he will find 

In the beloved Son; 
The long rejected, crucified, 

But now accepted One. 

The Indian, now; but Ephraim then, 
Ris ancestors will know, 

His curse removed, his wandering ceased. 
His body white as snow; 

He will with joy the Gentiles join, 
Who with the message come; 

.And praising God will go with them 
To Zion; lovely home! 

Together they will soon erect, 
.A temple to our King, 

Who will descen~ to earth again, 
.And legions with him bring; 

Then those array'd against his own 
The blighting blast will feel, 

Of wrath, that falls so quick upon 
.All who resist his will. 

'l'hen men and women, everywhere, 
Receive the blessed news, 

.And cast away the creeds of meu, 
The way of God to choose; 

0, cease to ;fight against the TRUTH 
Nor listen to your foe, 

That seeks to lead you carefully 
Down to eternal woe. 

Then, brethren dear, in every clime, 
0, let our voi:ce be heard; 

Until all people, everywhere 
Have heard the precious word; 

The Pagan, Papist, Protestant; 
Yea ~11 the world must know, 

That God on all that will obey 
The Spirit will bestow 

Bandera Texas. JAMES w. BRYAN. 
October 23rd, 1875 
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North Eastern Wisconsin District. 
The conference held at Black Creek, Outa

gamie county, September 2d and 3d, 1876, 
adjourned to December' 2d and 3d, at the 
same place. The adjourned trials of Hiram 
Keney arid wife, Eunice Franklin, Henry 
Keney, Wm. Strope and wife, Julian Wood
ward aud Lydia Strope, were again adjourn
ed until next session. 

By order of the President. 
PETER HARRIS, Clerk. 

Central Kansas District. 
'I'he above district conference will. be held 

at Atchison, instead of at Netewaka, Nov
ember 5th, 1876. By order, 

DANIEL MUNNS, Clerk. 

Birth and Death notices inserted free; !Iarriage 
notices one dollar each. 

MARRIED. 
At the residence of Br. '*'onathan McKee, 

sr., Washington township, Harrison coun
ty, Iowa, September 30th, 1876, by elder 
Dav~d Chambers, jr., Br. Jonathan McKee, 
jr., to sister Priscilla Ann Richardson, both 
of Salem branch. 

The sacred vow they've warmly breathed, 
A vow that death alone can sever; 

And as a sweet garland love has wreathed, 
Their young hearts in one bright forever. 

DIED. 
At Santa Rosa, Sonoma county, Califor

nia, September 25th, 1876, of consumption, 
sister Elvira Clapp, aged 51 years and 7 
months. She departed this life in full faith 
of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints, and in bright hopes 
of a glorious resurrection with the just. She 
leaves a family of seven children, together 
with the saints that knew her, to mourn her 
loss. Funeral services by elder. J. M. Par ks. 

Now, mother dear: thy toils ar'e o'er, 
You're freed from earthly care; 

)/fay' you with Christ rest evermore, 
And heavenly blessings share. 

And in the resurrection morn, 
When all the Saints shall rise, 

~fay we, with thee, our Savior meet? 
And gain the eternal prize, 

In Peoria, Illinois, of lung fever, October 
±th, 1876, Alfronso 0., infant son of George 
and M. M. Secor, aged 11 days. 

At Br. L. H. Ezzell's, in Grayson county, 
Texas, August 28th, 1876, of congestion of 
the brain, Br. A. W. Chuning, aged 20 years, 
6 months and 20 days. He was born in Mis
souri, February 8th, 1856, and was baptized 
Ap:ril 2d, 1876. He lived faithful, and fell 
asleep in hrype of a resurrection with the 
just, when Christ shall come. 

At Sugar Grove, Mason county, Michigan, 
September 23d, 1876, of dropsy, Br. William 
Winters, aged 50 years, 2 months and 5 days. 

At Davis City, Decatur county, Iowa, Sep
tember 21st, 1876, of what was said to be 

I 
cholera infantum, Abinadi, youngest son ot' 
brother William C. and sister Emma Lan
yon, aged 1 year and 6 months. Funera: 
service by brother C. H. Jones. 

Our darling pet now rests in peace, 
From all life's care and bitter pain; 

Lord help us now to so endure, 
That we may have our child again. 

Calm on the bosom of thy God, 
Young spirit, rest thee now! 

W.C. &E.L~ 

E'en while with ns thy footsteps trod, 
His seal was on thy brow. 

Dust, to its narrow house beneath! 
Soul, to its place on high! 

They that have seen thy look in death 
No more may fear to die. 

J_Jono are the paths, and sad the bowers, 
Whence thy meek smile is gone; 

But, oh! a brighter home, than ours, 
In heaven, is now thine own. Hymn 873" 

Catlioliic Views of Protestantism. 
"What is a Protestant? Who can answer 

this question? Its solution has ever been and 
is still beyond our power. · How could it be 
otherwise when Protestants themselves are 
not agreed as to what the term 'Protestant' 
means. We, of ccurse, mean the Protest
ants of the present day. It is very wen 
known why the schismatics of three cen
turies ago called themselves Protestants. 
There was something unmistakable genuine 
about them. They found it inconvenient tc 
their peculiar ideas of morality and human 
freedom to longer abide by the rules and 
teachings of the Church, and they protested 
against that Church and seceded from it. 
They not alone did that, but they establish
ed a religion of their own-a religion, by 
the by, which has never yet given satis
faction to even its own members, and which 
has been ever changing and dividing and 
multiplying. The Protestants of the pres
ent day seem to be as dissatisfied with thei:r 
Protestantism as established as they have 
ever been. They have not as yet agreed 
even as to what sort of prayer book they 
should use. It was only the other day that 
a meeting was held in London, at which the 
necessity of making the Protestant Prayer 
Book, •mo:re Protestant' was urged. And 
this is the Established Church of modern 
England. What a falling oif:"-The Catholic., 

CAUSES Ol' INSANITY.-Dr. Hammond says 
a majority of the cases of brain trouble are 
caused by emotion, which is much more in
jurious than severe intellectual labor. He 
thinks insanity is produced more frequently 
by the anxiety caused by anticipaiion of 
trouble, than by the trouble itself. 

CHICKEN PIE AND POTATO BEETLES.-lt 
is said that a family in Michigan who dined 
on chickens which had fed on Colorado po
tato beetles, were almost fatally poisoned 
in consequence. 

Every day should be distinguished with· 
at least, one act of love. 
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ATTENTION~ 
'.We will send to any Express Office in the United 

States, free of express charges, a. se.~ of 

Bancroft's Native. Races of Ure 
Pacific States ! 

On receipt of the price, Bound Jn Five "Volumes. 

Fine English Cloth .••.......•..... $25 50 
Leather, Library Style ............ 32 50 
Half Morocco, Marbled Edge ......• 37 50 
Half Calf, Gilt Back, Mar.bled Edge. 40 00 
Half Russia, Marbled Edge . . . . . . . • 40 00 
Full Russia .....•................. 50 00 
Tree Calf, Gilt Ba.Ck and Edge ... , . 50 00 
~ This work is acknowledged to be the Grandest 

Literary Achievement of the age. It has received the 
<endorsement of the most.emin~nt men of letters, and 
leading literary reviQws and journals, in :Europe an~ 
America. 

11126 It IS illustrated with.over 400 Engravings, and 
Ten Cop,er-plate Maps, and coµtains 4091 pages. No 
[JUl:/!ic or private library complete without it. 

Remit. to A. L; BANOR OFT g- 00., 
721 ;r,Iarket Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

Centennial Reduction 
"· In.Advertising. · 
.Three thousand, two hundred and fifty· dollars woitli 

-of newspaper advertising, at ·Publishers' sclledule' 
rates,· given for. $70Q, ~nd a ~hree. month~'-',, ~,qt,e:, &c-: 
>Cepted in payment frqm ,adv:ertisera. of 'respO#$ib;ility. 
A printed list, giving ~,am~,. Character, Actual, Daily 
and Weekly Circtdation, and Schedule Rates of Ad· 
~vertisinf(; sent free to .any· address. Apply ti> Geo. P. 
Ro:vell & Co., Newspap,!'r Advertising Agents, 41 Park 
Row, New York\. 

PUBLICATIONS ISSUED AND FOR SALE 
DY THE 

Board of Publication of th·e Reorganized Church, 
AT THEIR PUBLISRti:ofG,:a:ouSE 

PLANO, KENDALL cdu.N.'.l'Y, ILLINOIS. 
· --ototo--

True Latter Day.Saints' Herald: 
· A''sf,mi-monthly periodical, 82 pages, edited by JOSEPH 

SMIT-Hand HENRY A. STEBBINS. This is an official or .. 
gan, ·e;<planatory of the faith of.the church, and con· 
taills correspondence from different parts of the world, 
giviilg accounts of .the progress of the church, and 
setting forth .the dealings of God with his people. 

!'rice $2rl5 per year; half year $1.10; per quarter 55 
cents~ free ofpostag(;). 

Zion's Hope: 
A semi-monthly paper for children and Sunday Schools 
Edited by JOSEPH SMITH and HENRY A. STEBBINS. 

],'rice 60 cents per annum, soc. per half year, free 
of postagq, · 

Every child in Israel should be.snpplied with the 
II OPE. It is designed specially to qualify them for 
the. great future; in which we anticipate their per· 
forming so important a P.a;r~o 

Holy. Scriptures : 
Inspii-ed;Translation by Joseph the Martyr. 

llound:ln,Roan,' ••. ,.. •.•... • .•••• 2 20 
• · " , JmitatJ-0I1 ~urkey, gilt ........ 2 70 

New Testa..ment, inspired ...••• 65 

Book of Mormon: 
run Roail,.sprii\kie<l edges, . • •...• 
Full Turkey ll'(urocco; marbled edges 
:l;'uil Turkey Morocco, fuH gilt, gilt edges, 

• ..•.• l 25 
....•. 1 75 
•....• 2 25 

·Blank Books::' 
Branch Records, well bound ih Leatheriliacks·and cor

ners,. muslin sides, printed ,headings,,and rn.led for 
312 names. Every. b.ranch should have one, . : 2 00 

Branch Records, same as above, for 624 nari)es; : .. 3 00 
District Records; printed headings and ruled for 

l,248 na!)les, and' bound same as above, . 3 oo 
Bi:alich' Finance. Book, .headed and. ruled 

for rec6ipts and ·expenditures ·of Ilron'ey, 'fol." Branch. 
District, and general Church funds; price 35'cts. 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Ordination Certificates, 

bound in :flexible covers, 40 cents each. 

Licen!!es and Notices: 
Elder'• Licenses, per .hundred •.....• 1 00 
Priest's " " " 1 "00 
Teacher's ::::::: l ''00 
Deacon's ....... . ... '°".-: 1 00 
Blank Notices for Legtures,per hu?idred, .... ;:.. 50 

" " " Preaching· ' , ' ' · 50 
". Two Days' Mee~i'ngs,,per ior).. 50 

LITHOGRAPH PICTURE OF NAUVOO 

TE:¥PLE! 18x 26 Inches, 

Sent by mail, cal'efully; ,packed, for $L25. 

FORSCUTT A~D SHINN DISCUSSUJN; 

DISCUSS.ION BET)VEEN 

R E V . J 0.H N L . B H I N N , 
Of the Unl"ersa!ist Church; and 

ELDER MK'R'K H. FORS CUTT, 
Of the,Reprganiz.iid Ch;ureh of Jesus Christ 

of Latter Day Sai.nts; 

J. L. Shinn affirms th.at "The Bible t.e,aches 
that the Coming. 'Of Christ to judge the 

. World is no~past." 
Mark H. Forscutt aflirnis:; t. 

teaches the Literal Reim 
Body from the G 

Br:ic.e: Cloth, '15 cts.; 
The discussion lasted four days, and makes 

a book of 1.94 close!y printed p(l,ges, , · · 

NOTICE. 
When cha~i'.ng youl"place of residence, or desiring 

your paper sent to a different post-.()jllce, be particular 
in giving? in full,,t"4e h_~me of the'. Post-office, county, 
and. state where you had been)(l,st receiving it, and 
distinctly state the name of the post'office, county and· 
state to which you. wis!l,your paper sent.in the future. 
If your paper has beeµ going in a package, state 

whose. e " 

When mailing' a Ie'tter, Whe'the~ in a 'railr9adcar, on 
a steamboat, or while visiting a.t, a. frietid's, in, every 
instance give your .Wn address where y<ni are takirtfl 
your paper. i: , • 

When taking subscriptions for HERALD and HOPE be 
particular in giving ,the cbrrect address of the "new 
subscriber." , _ , , . 

If your paper has been• discontinued, state where 
you have last been taking it, and the time it was step· 
ped. 

THE' TRUE LATTER 'DAY SAINT•' HERALl> is pnblished 
SEMI-MONTHLY, at Plano, Kendall Co., Illinois; by the 
Board of Publication of the Reorganized Chnrch ·of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and is edited by 
JosEPH SMITH and HENRY A. STEBBINS. $2.15 per year· 

AII·remittancest orde:rs,·aild business C'lmmnnica· 
tions intended for the. office of. publication, m:ust b• 
directed to Henry A. Stebbins, Boz 50; Plano, Kendal;! 
a,,.,Ills.. .A: II sums over Five D!>llars should.bl! sll>it by 
Draft on Chi~ago, Post Office Order on Plano,: by .regi11-
tered letter; or by Express. Remittances sent in any 
other manner will be at the risk of the sender. 
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Vol. 23 PLANO, ILL., NOVEMBER 15, 1876. No.22. 

Fro1n Ma111cbeste1l', En~Iand. 

283 Bell Barn Road, 
BIRMINGHAM, England, 

September 30th, 1876. 
Bro. H. A. Stebbi'ns :-You will have 

heard through my report to conference 
that we have lately organized a branch 
in the c;ty of Manchester; and the 
memberJt'are very anxious for the read
ers of the Herald to know of some of 
the difficulties they have had to contend 
with while in the Brighamite Church; 
and therefore. offer to you the enclosed,' 
and solicit a space in the Herald for 
the same. I think it will have a ten
dency to do good, and to bring others to 
think for themselves. All moves well 
here. Kind regards to yourself and the 
brethren. Yours in the faith, 

T. TAYLOR. 

MANCHESTER, England, 
September, 1876. 

Brother Stebbins :-In accordance 
with the wishes of my brethren and sis
ters of the Reorganization, I take the 
'liberty of forwarding you a few items, 
in reference to the causes which, by the 
providence of God, have led to the estab
lishment of his church in this city. You 
will understand me when I say that our 
present position has not been accom
plished in haste, but has only been ac
cepted after a very careful and patient 
enquiry; such enquiry, having been 
occasioned by t.he emissaries of the 
church in Utah, not one event alone but 
many; their conduct over a series of 
years having gradually ·weakened our 
faith in the so-called leaders of Israel, 
eventually culminating in our secession 
from a body with which the majority of 

Whole No. 358. 

us have been connected for over twenty 
years. 

Your space will not admit of detail, 
but I may briefly state that my colleagues 
and myself have frequently been at issue 
with conference presidents in reference 
to matters of church discipline, etc.; for 
we have continually asserted our rights, 
in accordance with the Book of Cove
nants, to govern ourselves, which has 
been generally ,but reluctantly conceded, 
until Elder Edmund Snelgrov0 arrived 
as conference president. He is one of 
the counsellors to the quorum of high 
priests in Utah. He, being more su
premely ignorant, and consequently more 
self-opinionated than either of his imme
diate predecessors, undertook to vindi
cate what he considered to be the su
premacy of the church, ir.i matters both 
temporal and spiritual. His advent hav
ing been marked by a profession of lib
eral sentiments, some of us had hopes 
that the church was adopting a new and 
better policy; but in this, as the sequel 
proved, we were mistaken; for, having 
received his instructions, he inaugurated 
the campaign by a demand for tithing, 
not as taught in the Book of Covenants, 
but one tenth of our principal perpetu
ally; the condition being that the obe
dient were to receive great blessings, the 
disobedient the opposite. One or two 
were so impressed by the teaching that 
they tried to obey "counsel," and the 
result was an application on their part, 
in the course of a few weeks, for arsist
ance from their more disobedient breth
ren and sisters. So much for the powers 
of blessings and cursings attached to 
their priesthood. 
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Now I am n~t opposed .to tithing, 
when properly levied and applied, neither 
have I any satisfaction in the misfor
tunes of my poor brethren. Tithing in 
my opinion, is an ordinance af the gos
pel; and the misfortunes of members of 
the household of faith, or of any other 
household,; entitle them to my sympathy, 
~nd ~oth my colleagues and myself have 
mvariably first attended to the necessi
ties of the aforsaid applicants, and af
terw11;rds denounced the system that fast
ened upon the blood of its votaries and 
then deserted them in the hour of need. 

The question may be asked, Harl the 
church been asked to assist them ? ·· Di
rectly, no; indirectly, yes; from the 
fact that both conference presidents and 
traveling elders have been present in the 
meetings when their applications have 
been made, and have not proffered the 
1east assistance; and who ever heard of 
the church in this country, whatever it 
may do in Utah, listening to claims for 
help, or in the hour of need assisting 
from the tithing funds those who had 
been subscribers thereto? 

So far as our action in these matters 
were concerned, you may be sure that it 
did n~t meet with the approbation of 
authority; and, to further widen the 
breach, your humble servant, owinO' to 
certain strictures that had been pa~ed 
by the conference president, felt com
pelled to resign his office as president ot 
a district meeting, an office which he had 
held for some time ; and unfortunately(?) 
he and others with him opposed the 
opinion of the above president as to who 
was the most fitting person to act as his 
successor, and together we succeeded 
by a majority of votes, in appointing 
our nominee. You will be able to form 
some idea of the effect this would be 
likely to produce, and Elder Snelgrove 
began to cast around him for means to 
punish the disobedient. The method 
adopted was the appointment of two men 
as local traveling elders; men whom he 
well knew were objectionable to a ma
jority of the priesthood of the branch 
and this resulted in a protest, as follows~ 

MANCHESTER, 1st May, 1876. 
Pres. Snelgrove:-

Dear Brother, I was disagreably 

surprised and astonished at the course
adopted by you last evening in reference· 
to the appointment of Brn. - and.+ . to· 
the office of local traveling elders. 

1st. Because, in my opinion an ap
pointment o~ this kind, made by a con
ference president, and not sanctioned br 
the V?te of the church, is not valid. See· 
Doctrme and Covenants on the appoint
ment of officers. 

2d. Because it is well known to your
self that these men have not the confi:. 
dence of the Saints in the Manchester 
branch. 

3d: Having heard you express your
self m reference to the inconsistencies 
of these men, I had concluded that it 
would be impossible for you to consist
~ntly place such as these in positions of 
u~1portance and trust, and that too at a 
disadvantage to this flock of which "you· 
are the superintendent shepherd. 

You ask me to sustain these men in 
the position to which you have appoint
~d the~. How can you expect it ? Is 
it possible that I can be one with men 
who have not anything in common with 
me? Do you think that I can sit down· 
under the teachings of a man, who 
through yourself has stated that he is 
not associated with the branch and what 
is more, he does not wish to 'be? Let. 
me ask you if it is consistent and in the 
0 t E h l m erest 01 t e church of which we are 
members, to appoint men to offices of 
trust who have not the confidence of 
those over whom they are placed; and 
who have heretofore neglected and re
fused to perform the duties of the office 
to which ~hey have been appointed by 
the council? In fact they have been in 
open rebellion to the council for months' 
past, presuming upon your support. 

The reason why I have addressed you 
upon this subject is because I loved the 
interests of the Manchester branch at 
heart, and I do not think that it will be 
conduci!e to its well being to force upon 
us men m whom we have no confidence. 
~ ou have _said that in these matters you 
simply satisfy yourself; but surely it is 
not necessary in s~tisfying yourself, that 
you.should commit an outrage upon the 
feelmgs of the most energetic, consistent. 
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and respectable portion of your flock, 
'those who have been most alive to the 
interest of the church, and the well be
ing of our little community. 

Let me beg of you to pause before 
pressing matters to extremes, as there 
can be but one result, that is disaster to 
the branch, which would be deeply de
plored by your brother in the gospel, 
your friend and well wisher, 

JOSEPH DEWSNUP. 

At the same time I forwarded a copy 
of the same to the branch president, 
Elder John Miller. The next day I re
ceived a visit in person from Elder Snel
"grove, who desired me to withdraw and 
destroy the letter, but I refused to com
ply; after which he became very abusive, 
using such terms as apostate, false spirit, 
and other low expressions. I informed 
him that if mainta.ining the truth meant 
apostasy, I was prepared to maintain it 
at the cost of leaving the church. What 
followed will be best understood from a 
protest in answer to the following letter 
received from President Albert Carring
ton, of the Liverpool office, in answer to 
one sent to him by one of my colleagues. 

LIVERPOOL, June 12th, 18i6. 
Elder Wm. Armstrnng :-Dear Broth

er, your favor of the 12th instant is at 
hand, and I hasten to reply. 

The arrangements of branch affairs, 
where they are understood differently, is 
left with the conference president; aside 
from that, I am, and shall be, very busy 
all this week preparing to leave on Sat
urday next to attend the London con
ference, and from there to the Notting
ham conference on the 25th inst, and to 
ret,urn here on the 26th or 27th. And 
still further, ifthere are any matters that 
cannot be satisfactorily adjusted, which 
1 trust will not prove to be, there could 
be nothing accomplished, so far as I can 
see, by one or two calling upon me here, 
for I could not possibly determine any 
.q.uestion properly without hearing both 
sides, ~s you are well aware. Trusting 
you will be abundantly able to amicably 
adjust your own branch affairs, free from 
.animosity, &c., I remain 

Your brother in the gospel, 
ALBERT CARRINGTON. 

After receiving this letter, we for
warded the following : 

MANCHESTER, 15th June, 1876. 
P!esident Carrington :-

Dear Brother, Your favor of the 
12th inst., came to hand; and, upon pe
rusal, we have concluded that, in justice 
to ourselves, we must forward to you 
our version of affairs, as they at present 
exist in this branch, for very likely you 
have already heard the construction that 
president Snelgrove has placed upon it. 
In opening the questien, we may say that 
there is in this branch a man named -, 
one whose conduct we do not consider 
has been calculated to win our confi
dence, nor yet the confidence .of others, 
so far as we can hear; and we have also 
a man named -, who should belong to 
this branch, but who, for purposes of 
his own, disclaims all connection with it, 
except when it suits his purpose to do 
otherwise. In brief, he is known chiefly 
as a great boaster; and one fond, very 
fond, of the society of young ladies, and 
a man whose word cannot be depended 
upon. Now these two men have for a 
considerable time been in open collision 
with the president and council of this 
branch; and they have at last succeeded, 
indirectly, in making president Snel
grove believe that there has been a con
spiracy organized and fostered among 
the priesthood against himself; and fur
ther, they appear to have convinced him 
that it would be to his interest, and . te> 
the interests of the Saints, to place them 
in a position of some authority. The 
latter course has been adopted by him 
quite recently; and one of the results 
fl.owing from it was a protest in the form 
of a letter from one of the undersigned, 
a letter which appears to have given 
great umbrage to him, as upon the fol
lowing day he called upon the writers, 
with a reauest that it should be with
drawn and destroyed, a request that was 
declined, inasmuch as he failed to prove 
that any thing contained in the letter 
was untrue. He became enranged at 
this and threatened the writer with grave 
consequences, spiritual and temporal, 
and he said that some of us thought we 
could [a foul expression.-Ens.], and 
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that we were leagued against him, but 
that he would let us know who was mas
ter. He afterwards proposed that the 
matter should stand over for a few days, 
until it had received further and calmer 
consideration, promising to call upon the 
writer in the interval, which he failed to 
do. But on Sunday, May 14th, in a 
sacrament meeting and after he had par
taken of the sacrament, and in the pres
ence of a stranger, he commenced an at
tack upon his correspondent and others, 
something as follows: 

He wished to speak some of the sen
timents of his heart;. He had been un
der the droppings of the sanctuary for 
the last twenty years. He had come here 
to govern the Manchester branch, as well 
as the conference ; and he intended to be 
master; but it had happened that, in the 
exercise of his prerogative, he had under
taken to make an appointment without 
consulting the wishes of the Almighty 
Manchester council, which appointment 
had set all hell boiling, but the scum 
was coming to the top, and he would 
skim it off. He then proceeded to name 
one or two whom he imagined were con
spiring against him, denouncing them 
as short of faith and as apostates. 

Twice since the discreditable scene 
mentioned a council meeting has been 
held, in which he declined to withdraw 
any of the offensive and unchristian ex
pressions complained of; claiming that 
h& had a right to do as he thought prop
er, chureh doctrine to the contrary not
withstanding ; and for the purpose of 
carrying out his unholy purposes he had 
packed the council with a number of 
men, some of whom the presence of was 
sufficient to bring the blush of shame to 
the cheek of any honest man or woman; 
and by the votes of such as these, he 
claimed that he had succeeded in dis
organizing the council, and removing 
the officers of the branch, although he 
received but nine legal votes out of a 
council of twenty members, the remain
der declining to vote, and many of them 
protesting against his proceedings. 

Since that time there has been two 
separat~ and distinct parties, besides a 
number who are standing aloof, awaiting 

the result of this disgraceful squabble. 
A squabble, that never could have reMf.
ed its present proportions if the pre~i
dent of the conference had been pos
sessed of only ordinary tact and judg
ment, to say Hothing about the spirit of 
his office and calling. 

Dear brother Carrington, for as such 
we still presume to address you, you say 
in your recent reply to one of our num
ber, that branch affairs, where they are 
understood differently, are left in the 
hands of the conference presidents. Are 
we to understand by this that we are 
placed entirely at the mercy of any ig
norant man who may be placed in this 
position ? Surely there must be a re
straining power somewhere, a court of 
appeal against ignorance and injustice; 
if not, we have failed to properly in
terpret the laws oftlte church of which 
we are members. 

Now supposing that we are wrong in 
the course we have taken, we submit to 
you that, according to the Book of. Doc
trine and Covenants, page 129, and in 
accordance with justice, we ought not to 
have been publicly denounced until we 
had been publicly tried and proven 
guilty ; and that by a competent author
ity, which authority, we think, should 
not be the person bringing the charges 
against us; but there has been nothing 
of the christian manifested in Snelgrove's 
dealings with us, or why did he not wait 
upon us, and with reason and persuasion, 
tempered with the Spirit of God, en
deavor to show us the error of our ways; 
but instead of this, we have been met 
from the first with the cry of apostate,. 
instead of with forbearance. We have 
been repelled with insult and sarcasm; 
yet we venture to think that the pos
session and practice of our principles 
would of themselves constrain men to 
act at all times as true gentlemen in 
every sense of the word, and prevent 
them from using vulgarity and scurrility, 
such as has characterized the dealings of 
Snelgrove towards us; and this because 
we had dared as free agents to assert an 
opinion which happened to differ from 
his own; and from his conduct and man
ner towards us, since the beginning of 
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this dispute, we are satisfied that, for 
the gratification of his own feelings and 
passions, he would hurl us down to hell, 
if he had the power. 

We do not think that there is the 
least chance of an amicable arrangement 
of the difficulty, for we have no confi
dence in him, or in any other man who 
can do as he has done, deliberately insult 
those whom he ought to protect; nei
ther can we fellowship those whom he 
has called to his assistance, because we 
know them to be devoid of p~inciple, and 
discreditable in conduct; and, although 
we deeply regret that we are made to 
appear in conflir.t with lawful authority, 
yet self respect compels us to withdraw 
ourselves from the association of presi
dent Snelgrove and bis clique, for we 
are satisfied that they are unworthy of 
our confidence and esteem; and we de
cline further dealings with them, neither 
will we recognize in any shape or form 
any authority claimed by them over us. 

vV e remain yours in the gospel, 
Elders .JoHN MILLER, 

'' . \ifl\!. ARMSTRONG, 

" THOMAS Humrns, 
,, JONATHAN ARRO'WSMITHt 

JOSEPH DllWSNUP, 
Priest SAMUEL BROWN, 

Representing about :fifteen others. 

We received no reply in answer to the 
above letter; I may say that none was 
expected; but the re.moval of Snelgrove 
followed soon after, and he was ordered 
back to Utah. The presidency at Liv
erpool, no doubt, thought that his re
moval would. end the difficulty; but in 
this they were mistaken. Reason ought 
to have satisfied them that removing a 
defendant without trial, and placing him 
beyond the reach of the prosecution, 
must ever be an unsatisfactory method I 
of adjusting a difficulty; and yet tl1is is 
the general mode adopted by the Utah 
church, where charges are made against 
her missionary officials. Even Snelgrove 
could boast, and did boast rf,lpeatedly, 
that he was beyond our reach and re
sponsible to a higher authority only; 
and, as may be seen from the issue, he 
was, to some extent, correct. Although 
he had been affected by our action, yet he 
knew that his superiors are always blind 

to the short comings of those who are 
"obedient to counsel;" and, from remarks 
that he repeatedly made, we are satisfied 
that if commanded he would stop short of 
nothing from petit larceny to the highest 
crime known to civilized society; for, , 
like the followers of'Ignatius Loyola, with 
him, so far as church authority is con
cerned, the succes8ful end will justify 
and sanctify the means. 

Shortly after the removal of· Snel
'grove we received a visit from his suc
cessor in office; who, after apologising 
for the apparent remissness of President 
Carrington, informed us that he bad 
been authorized to set matters right, if 
possible, and remove the two men who 
had been appointed by Snelgrove, if 
necessary, and if we would come forward 
and assist him in pushing on the work, 
he would put all things as they were be
fore, for if Snelgrove was going to hell, 
there was no reason why we should fol-
low him. • 

This very tempting offer was respect· 
fully declined; had it been made a few 
weeks sooner it would probably have been 
accepted; but we had opened a corres
pondence with Elder Thomas Taylor, of 
Birmingham, the acting president of the 
Reorganization in this country, and 
through him we had been supplied with 
a number of tracts, which we had dili
gently perused, and which bad had tlrn 
effect of completely destroying the little 
faith we had in the divine authority of 
the priesthood and leaders of the church 
of Utah. 

The tracts alluded to were entitled 
"Brigharm·~m, '' "Idolat17; ," "Reply tu 
01'son Pratt," "Po~ygamy: Was it an 

Tenet of the Ohiurch of .Jesus 
of Latter Day Saints,'' "The B1.··· 

blc ·ce1·sus Polygamy," "The Basis 
Polygam.y," &c., and by the instrumen
tality of these works our eyes have at 
hst been opened to the false position in 
which we had placed ourselves in sus
taining the doctrines attached as part of 
the gospel of the Lord Jes us Christ; 
for upon examination we discovered that 
they were contrary to the revelations of 
God, given through Joseph Smith the 
prophet. The immediate result of th is 
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was that a number of us at once placed derfully made; then is it not a fair in
·Our resignation in the hands of the pro- ference that God would have made some 
per authorities. We still continued our laws by which this last and greatest of 
investigation, and at length, with one ex- his creations should he governed? We 
ception, we were satisfied that our duty see perfect harmony among the heaven
to God required our identification with ly bodies, because a constant law of at
the Reorganization, which was accom- traction and repulsion holds them ever 
plished on Saturday and Sunday, the in their orbits: Fancy if you can the 
16th and 17th of September, 1876; and confusion that would instantly follow 
the Manchester Branch of the Reorgan- should even one planet leave its course 
ized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter for a short time. I think a careful re
Day Saints is now a~ established fact, view of all the facts extant in physiolo
fourteen having been baptized, and six gy will convince any thinking person, 
more requesting baptism. that our beautifully made machines, gov-

Dear brother, the wrath of man shall erned by inflexible laws; which, when we 
praise God; and the residue he will re- obey, bring health, and which, when we 
strain. This has been fully exemplified disobey, l:ring disorder and death. If 
during the eventful period we have just the world would only regard the laws of 
passed through; and we feel thankful God which apply to our physical being, 
;to {fod, our Heavenly Father, for his how mnch it would add to the length of 
rmercies towards us, in having, through life and consequent ability to do good. 
the agency of man, delivered us from the But before we can obey a law we must 
darkness, bigotry, wickedness, and crimes understand the law, and the question 
of those who have strayed from the way arises how i::hall we learn what is neces
of righteousness. We have been trust- sary for us to know to preserve our 
ing to the arm of flesh, but now our de- health? The best of books contains the 
pendence is in the Almighty God; and command "'.L'hou shalt not kill.'' Now 
praised be his holy name, for in our is not the suicide as much a murderer as 
darkness he has given us light, and he the man who takes his fellow's life? I 
has blessed us with true liberty; liberty think he is. There are many ways of 
such as always follows the profession and committing suicide, and some are'much 
practice of the true goRpel of the Lord slowerprocessesthanhangingorshooting. 
Jesus Christ. We have realized his Is it better to use a slow method than a 
soul-sanctifying promise, "Come unto quick one? That is, how will the deeds 
me all ye that are heavy laden and I compare, seen in the clear light of God's 
wHl give you rest," and "1'hough your judgment? I think he will see no dif
sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as ference. But some one says God never 
snow." Yours in the gospel of Jesus holds men accountable for a broken law, 
·Christ, JosEPH DEwsNur. when they are ignorant of the law. But 

__ ___,._...,. he will judge men here in this land of 
Is Heal!Hi Wo:a•th Havin~. bibles by his word, whether they study 

The weary invalid whose life is dark- :~~e ~~~[ itr:~h~~a~~ :a:~l~~~i !~f~~: 
.,imed by sickness would answer, Yes. It 
is heaven's choicest earthly blessing. he will judge us in regard to physical 

· 1 law. If I put my hand against a red 
But the indiv1dua who has always en- hot stove, it is burned and I have to 
joyed comparative freedom from pain 
says, Oh, yes, health is good of course j pay the penalty, and if the baby does 
yet to judge by the manner in which he the same act, it has to suffer the same 
keeps, or rather breaks, all physical laws penalty. So you see want of knowledge 
one can but think he holds this treasure did not prevent punishment. Man was 

r htl Wh 1 k · 11 th given an intelligent mind, and therefore 
very ig Y: erever we 00 ma e did not come into the world clothed, as 

.created umverse we see perfect order, I d"d th b" d d b t J t G d 
h 1, f · ·· •t b d" t 1 i e ir s an eas s. us as o t e resu 0 o impl101 o e ience o aw. ,, b 

It is said that we are fearfully and won- expects men to study and la or to pro-
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cure clothing, he expects them to learn it to be the duty of each individual to 
to live in this world obedient to the laws investigate the matter carefully for him
governing it. self, and not to follow the paths beaten 

How many times when we see bodily so hard by tradition, and eat to his last
-suffering we hear the remark, "A strange ing injury, simply because his father or 
dispensation of Providence." To our grandfather did. 
mind it would be nearer the truth to say In regard to this, as in regard to the 
A dispensation of ignorance. One law pure and unadulterated gospel, the world 
which is almost self-evident is that we en nwsse do not accept the truth; but 
should take all necessary sleep during as many as have received the gospel 
the darkness. How often this is viola- should study to learn all truth. "If I 
ted ! If I• were to tell why I think dan- can't be saved without eating and drink
cing wrong, I would say, first it is usu- ing, I don't want to be saved at all," has 
ally done in hours stolen from slumber. been said; but I will venture the opin
Each. law seems to be linked with an- ion that those who reach the highest 
other, and by breaking one, we are led glory will be those who have brought 
to break others, and thus go swiftly on their appetites into perfect subjection as 
in the road to ruin. No person can well as their passions. In short, have 
have perfect health who does not get, in learned perfect obedience to every law. 
the hours of darkness, all the sleep he My attention was first drawn to the ve
can take. The amount varies with dif- getarian system, when I was a mere 
ferent temperaments, but any one can child, by my horror of butchering days. 
ascertain just how much he needs, by I have always abhorred the very idea of 
going to bed early and rising the moment killing, and have long studied to answer 
he wakes, in the morning. Should he the oft repeated question, ''What would 
wake too early, he can go to bed just as you do without meat?" Let us for a 
much later the next night as he rose moment consider the primitive condition 
earlier than he wished to. ·when once of our first parents in Eden. vVhere is 
the length of time is found, be careful to the intimation that they were to eat any 
retire at precisely the same hour each save a vegetable diet? Do you think 
night. Right here I would enter a pro- Eden was ever rendered less a Paradise 
test against any gathering or meeting, by the shedding of the blood of beasts? 
religious or otherwise, which did not al- But some one says the Jews were com
low every person present to reach home mantled to slay and eat. Very true. But 
by nine o'clock. Especially is this true what was afterwards said in regard to 
of religious meetings, for it is surely in- this law of carnal commands? If Christ 
consistent to break God's law in one said you were no longer to say "an eye 
point, while we are trying to make the for an eye and a tooth for a tooth," did 
people acquainted with the same in some he not show the imperfection of that 
other point. J law? 

I once told my scholars. to whom I i But you say he nowhere gave com-
was much attached by long association mandments as regards eating. That is 
as teacher and pupils, that if J could feel true; but remember we have only a 
assured that they would always be in bed small part of his sayings. To you who 
by nine o'clock, I should feel sure they accept the Word of Wisdom as divine 
would lead honorable lives. 'l'he scum in its origin, it is well known that meat 
of society don't close its entertainments is not good in warm weather, at least. 
by that hour. How true it is that keep- 1 If it is admitted that the Jews ate flesh, 
ing one part of God's law aids us in keep- we all know they were commanded not 
ing the rest. to touch pork. Yet our natfon to-day 

Next to regular rest come proper food, are a race of pork eaters, as the mam
taken at regular intervals. What shall moth slaughtering houses in all OU!' 

we eat is a momentous question, which principal cities testify, to say nothing 
should not be answered hastily. I hold of tbe vast amount prepared by the 
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farmers at home. The very word scrof
ula in its origin shows what produces 
that disease that is carrying off thou
sands yearly. The loathsome forms that 
it assumes are sickning even to contem
plate, to say nothing of being affiicted 
with any them. 0 pork! thy name is 
disease and death! The very looks of a 
hog in all his filth is disgusting. Then 
eonsider all the slops he eats, which no 
other domestic animal would touch. "I 
saved them by feeding them to my hogs,'' 
a farmer said in my hearing the other 
day. Alas! poor saving, that which en
tails suffering on the family who eat the 
filthy scavenger. 

All agree that animals which feed on 
flesh are not fit for food. Should their 
:ll.esh be eaten, the food would be third 
irate; when animals which live on a veg
-etable diet are eaten the food is second 
rate, while the vegetarian gets his din
ner at first hands. Again physiology 
teaches that there is a vast amount of 
waste in the animal system.· If we eat 
·even a healthy animal we take this foul 
matter into our system, while if the ani
mal is diseased the amount is greatly in
creased. The process of fattening tends 
to di$ease from the want of exercise and 
over feeding generally practiced. Ani
mals in their native haunts are strong and 
·muscular, but never loaded with fat. If 
meat was wholesome when first slaughter
ed it would soon become tainted (though 
not perceptable to the taste or smell) if 
not frozen immediately. We here see 
the reason for the Word of Wisdom al
ready referred to. Nature immediately 
commences the process of decay that 
change the animal to a mineral sub
stance after the gaseous part is driven 
off. So you see there are a host of ways 
in which animal food may become un
wholesome and even dangerous. 

Now how is it with vegetable diet? 
Cannot any person tell when fruit is un
sound OI' vegetables wilted or grain un
fit for food? It seems clear they can. 
Is not thi,il point alone a very strong one. 
in favor of the vegetable diet? But the 
objection is urged that vegetables and 
fruit and grain are not so nutritious and 
strengthening as meat. Look at the 

elephant, camel, and horse, and see their 
great strength. What do they eat? 
Then examine the tables giving the per
centage of nutriment contained in vari
ous grains and vegetables and compare 
them with those of meat. I will admit 
that many think they are strengthened 
by meat when they are only stimulated. 

Do you want the false strength of 
stimulation, or the true strength of nu
tritious food? Right here we eome to 
the tea and coffee question. That these 
common drinks are injurious stimulants 
is el~arly showed by their effects. . If 
you think they do not hurt you, just 
omit their use for a few days and 'See if 
you miss them; if you do, then they are 
injuring you, you may be sure. I never 
knew a person to quit the use of tea and 
coffee without receiving benefit; my 
mother had used tea from childhood un
til over forty years of age, and when she 
discontinued it, found herself free from 
the troublesome headache which she al
ways had whenever circumstances pre
vented her getting her tea at the usual 
time. 

If tea in its pure state was wholesome, 
it is now so much adulterated that it is 
rendered poisonous. As for coffee it 
may be free from adulteration if bought 
in the berry, but causes headache and 
sleepiness even then; besides all the tea 
and coffee are drank at meals and the 
stomach is filled with fluid just when 
it ought to be free from it. I think 
could people be prevailtid upon to put 
not a drop of anything to drink upon 
their tables, the general health would 
improve. If any one is thirsty let him 
drink before coming to the table; but if 
he avoids eating meat, grease, or condi
ments he will not be often thirsty. If 
you want milk eat it with bread or some 
other solid, and never in large quanti
ties. Don't drink it and think to find it 
beneficial. 

I can only touch upon the most prom
inent points in an article of this length, 
but many other reasons will occur to the 
reader to prove that the vegetable diet 
is the right one. One word in regard 
to all condiments, salt included. Study 
their effects in large quantities and judge 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 68:1'. 

from this the effect, of the constant use over the entire body and much better 
in small quantities. Never take any- adjusted than woman's. Men's clothes 
thing into the stomach that would hang from the shoulders, woman's from 
cause irritation of the tougher skin of the hips, and the long train of ills to 
the hand if bound on for an hour; then which woman are alone heirs, testify to 
you will beware of pepper and spices and the advantage of the first method over 
mince pie. When you think to stop the last. The center of the circulation 
using pork you will think of pie and say and consequently of heat is the heart, 
We must have lard for crust t Try this, and as this organ is in the trunk of the 
take thick sweet cream perfectly free body, the trunk is much warmer natur
from milk, put in .a little salt, and flour ally than the extremities. In health 
enough to roll, and that objection is done the temperature of the entire body i& 
away for those who have a cow. To the uniform. In order to keep it so, where 
others I would say, better keep a cow should the clothing be thickest? On 
than a hog. Too much time is worse the extremities of course. But what is 
than wasted in preparing complicated the practice of the American women to
dishes. Let us try taking our food near- day? Examine their under garments 
er in a state of nature and see if we will and see if a more health destroying arti
not be better for so doing. This is true, cle of dress could be invented; very 
especially of wheat flour; a foolish cus- short sleeves, low neck, a great many 
tom of bolting prevails, which takes out folds to increase heat about the trunk. 
a good part of the life-sustaining ele- To this is added tight, thick, and conse
ments. The flour from the whole wheat quently hot corsets to be worn over the 
makes a bread that will sustain life; if vital organs, and see how thin their 
the person has water to drink, he may sleeves are, and how poorly their lower 
live indefinitely; but bread made from limbs are protected by swinging skirts, 
white flour will not even keep a person and thin stockings, and then wonder, not 
alive; rather a poor '~staff of life." that they are sick, but that they are al
Shall we not exchange it for a better lowed to live in such open resistence to 
and cheaper one? Should the hours nature's holy laws. For some time I 
wasted in cooking indigestible dishes be have been the happy possessor of an un
spent in careful study the mind would dersuit which covers the body entirely 
be strengthened and the body also. except head, hands and feet. In cold 

The food makes the blood, and as good weather under the cotton one I wear a 
blood is made from good food and vice flannel fit~ed loosely, but still without 
versa, how important to study the food wrinkles, and find myself comfortably 
question very carefully. It is no less dressed, which never had been before, 
important that the blood be well purifi- until I commenced to wear this reform
ed, and as the air we breathe performs ed garment. At the waist are four but. 
that office we must be very careful about tons placed at regular distances to which 
its purity. Never close the window at the one skirt needed by this style is but. 
the bottom in any sleeping room except toned, and b~g supported from the 
in very stormy nights when the ther- shoulders, it's w~ight is not felt at alL 
mometer says zero, and you will find I have no lining in the waist of the 
yourself rested in the morning as you dresses unless I have the sleeves as heav
never expected to be when you slept ily lined. Of course no corset is worn, 
with the window closed. To air a room and to my thinking, the strong untram
during the day, and then to close the I eled muscles give a more graceful form 
windows and go to bed, seems to me like 'and carriage than the admirers of corsets 
setting a table with vituals, then calling ever have acquired. Is it not insulting 
the guests, and before they have hardly God to try to improve his handiwork? 
begun to eat to take away all the food. In the matter of tight corsets and tight 

"From litt1e matters 1~ us pass to less, 
And lightly touch the illysterics of dress." 

}fen's clothing is much more uniform 

dresses (I call a dress tight when you 
cannot clasp your hands above your head 
and fill your lungs without feeling your 
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clothes), we are more heathenish than 
the barbarous Chinaman for he only 
binds the feet, not endangering life, 
while we commit suicide, slowly it is 
true, but not the less surely. A tight 
waist or corset pushes the vital organs 

·down out of place and causes the lungs 
to dwindle for want of room to expand, 
the muscles become flabby, because the 
,blood cannot get to them readily, and 
they are half starved, and an endless 
train of evils follow this abuse of our 
bodies. I think no woman can be call
ed sensible who will wear a corset, after 
once giving the subject proper consider
ation. 

No one can be well and wear thin 
shoes, for the feet must always be warm 
and dry, but avoid rubber boots or shoes 
except when necessary to keep out wa
ter. Always take them off at once when 
you come into the house, or on to dry 
ground; they are air tight and so do not 
properly carry off the insensible perspi
ration. 

Now while living hygienically in all 
the foregoing points we whould not for
get the weekly bath. :Many persons 
whose clothing is spotless have very dif
ferent skin from what one might think 
from appearances. Never begin to wash 
in a room which is not very warm. 
After going over the entire body with 
the hand (not a cloth or sponge) with 
warm soapsuds, wash off iii the same 
manner immediately with cold soft water 
to close the pore and prevent cold. Be as 
quick as possible from the beginning to 
the end of the bath; rub with a harsh 
dry towel until the skin is red from head 
to foot. Never forget or neglect to dip 
the whole head in cold water before com
mencing any kind of bath. Either take 
the bath at night and go immediately to 
bed, or take it the first thing on rising. 
I find Saturday night the most conven
ient time; then I do not have so much 
to do on Sabbath morning before meet
ing. Mothers will find this a great 
saving of time in getting the little folks 
ready for meeting. Never omit the 
weekly bath on account of cold weather, 
but have the room well warmed before 
.commencing and use several rough tow-

els. Never finish rubbing with any but 
a perfectly dry towel. 

Suppose after living as hygienically as 
possible, a person gets sick; what shall 
he do? take a drug that would make a 
well man sick? All that drugs can do, the 
doctors say, is to produce another disease 
by counter-irritation. Do you want mere
ly to change the disease or get well? I 
prefer to be cured of the first disease, and 
to insure this you have only to remove 
the cause, if it can be ascertained, and 
then live as hygienically as pGssible, and 
trust in God for the rest. "Faith with
out works is dead," and never more so 
than when persons living in direct op
position to known physiological laws< 
asks to be healed through lying on of 
hands. As well might I sit in idleness 
and think to be fed; God works by 
means. When we have used our intel
lectual powers to the best advantage and 
applied all we have learned, then we 
may trust in God, but not until then. 

Live as you should and you will be 
well, for "Nature's laws are God's laws, 
obey and live." LIDA HULSE. 

An~eliic Miniisb•ations. 
Concluded. 

We have now shown that it is not 
contrary to God's order for angels to 
visit not only those who are in favor with 
him, but also those who are in rebellion. 
And in a number of instances that such 
visits have been made apparently just for 
the special benefit and comfort of those 
visited. 

But after awhile the dark days of the 
apostasy dawned, when men began to de
part from the Lord and to disregard his 
counsels; when sin and iniquity began 
to abound, and they delighted in the im
aginations of their own evil hearts, and 
ran into all kinds of excesses and abom
inations, and continued to retrograde 
and go deeper and deeper into all kinds 
of error and superstition, until the light 
of God's countenance was entirely shut 
out from their benighted gaze. Not 
because he had changed his order ; but 
because they had departed from his law 
and his counseJ,,;and he left them with
out the light of the Holy Spirit, or the 
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ministration of angels to comfort or cheer 
them on their lonely way, to e;rovel in 
the Egyptian darkness into which they 
were plunged by their own rebellion. 
See Isa. 24 : 5 : 

"The earth also is defiled under the in
habitants thereof; because they have trans
gressed the laws, changed the ordinance, 
broken the everlasting covenant." 

Also 1 Tim. 4 : 1, 2: 
"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that 

in the latter times some shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, 
and doctrine of devils; speaking lies in hy
pocrisy, having their conscience seared with 
a hot iron." 

2 Tim. 3: 1-5: 
"This know also, that in the last days 

perilous times shall come. For men shall 
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, without nat
ural affection, truce-breakers, false accus
ers,· incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 
that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, 
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God ; 
having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof: from such turn away." 

Also 4: 3, 4: 
"For the time will come when they will 

not endure sound doctrine; but. after their 
own lusts shall heap to themse.lves teachers 
having itching ears; and they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables." 

2 Thess. 2 : 3.-"Let no man deceive you 
by any means: for that day shall not come, 
except there come a fallin!? away first, and 
that man of sin be re~ ealed, the son of per
dition." 

This state of things continued for 
hundreds of years, while men were all 
the time multiplying upon the earth and 
it was every day becoming more populous. 
But the light of God's Spirit was still 
withheld, and things were so mystified by 
the traditions of wicked men that we 
presume it was very hard for any one to 
find the truth by which they might be 
made free. 

What an awful dilemma! Fearful 
thought l to contemplate the condition 
of man at this time. Shut out from the 
light of redeeming love; the shed blood 
of Jesus proving of no avail for them; 
because, forsooth, he had rejected it; 
and now the mists of superstition and 
bigotry are so thick that those who 

would do good know not how to pro
ceed. It pains the heart to think of the 
condition of the human race at this time. 
How different from what it was in years 
gone by, when the light of God's Spirit 
was with them, and angelic messengers 
visited them, to comfort, encourage and 
enlighten them, and to assist them in 
preparing for a higher and nobler being 
beyond this vale of tears. 

Must it remain thus? Must the 
blood of Christ continue to be of no 
avail? Must all this vast concourse of 
people ~o down to perdition as those 
who know not God and obey not the 
gospel? The entire. population of the 
globe is estimated to be upwards of one 
billion, one hundred million. Now is it; 
reasonable to suppose that our heavenly 
Father would suffer this vast throng, so 
immense as to confuse the human mind 
with its contemplation, to be cast off 
because their ancestry had departed. 
from his counsels and disregarded his 
law, without giving them a chance to ac
cept of that precious boon of heaven, the 
I .. amb of Calvary? Ah, no ! Gloriou& 
news which is to affect this mighty mul
titude. John says, Rev. 14 : 6: 

"And I saw another angel fly in the midst 
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach unto them who dwell on the earth, 
and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people." 

Now, was this angel to be personally 
engaged in preaching the gospel, or was 
it to be preached by some whom he com
missioned? W c presume the latter, 
from the fact that the angel who ap
peared to Zacharias did not attempt to 
prepare a people for the coming of 
Christ, but his mission was to inform 
Zacharias that John should perform that 
work. Likewise, Christ, when he came, 
commissioned rnen to go forth and preach 
the gospel. So we judge it will be with 
the angel John saw; he doubtless win 
commission men to preach this everlast
ing gospel; for the work is too vast 
to be accomplished by one, even if 
that one be an angel. Joseph Smith 
comes forward and claims that this angel 
has made his a'ppearance, and that he 
has commissioned hirn to again set on 
foot the work of redemption, to again· 
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preach the gospel in its ancient purity, 
with all its attendant gifts and blessings, 
and to commission others to preach it 
also; so that it might go forth to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people, as seen by John the Revelator. 

"Bosh!" "ridiculous!" "absurd!" cry 
the people. "Perfect blasphemy ! " cry 
out our christian friends, "To think of 
.Joe Smith receiving- a message at the 
hands of an angel. We admit that an
gels appeared to persons anciently, but 
such things are now passed away. John 
did not mean that a literal angel would 
appear; and, if he did, he certainly 
would have appeared to some good man, 
to a Luther, a Calvin, a Wesley, or a 
Campbell, if you please; some one of 
the great reformers, who had made a 
mark in the world, and were, from their 
devoted piety, worthy to receive him; 
and who had the ability to proclaim his 
message. And not to Joe Smith who 
was such an unprincipled ignoramus, go
ing .about pretending to tell things by 
means of a couple of stones w hic11 he car
ried in his hat, and who had no influ
€nce in the world. Why, we never 
heard tell of such a thing; all the per
sons who received favorable messages 
from the Almighty, were those who were 
engaged in his service, and not repro
bates and persons in ·disrepute, as this 
Joe Smith was." 

This kind of logic may suit you, kind 
friends, and be altogether to your fancy; 
but we think (and no doubt you will 
agree with us), that Paul was a good old 
fellow, so we will introduce him, and 
have a little of his testimony in the case, 
as we think him a competent witness. 
·w c will call your attention to the 27th, 
28t.h and 29th verses of the first chapter 
of his first letter to the Corinthians. as 
follows: ' 

"But God hath chosen the foolish things 
of the world to confound the wise; and God 
hath chosen the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty; and 
base things of foe world, and things which 
are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and 
things that are not, to bring to naught things 
that are: that no flesh should glo1·y in his 
presence." 

This is Paul's testimony in the case. 
And you will remember that at one time 

Paul himself was in direct opposition to 
the Lord, doing all he could to suppress 
the christian religion ; binding the dis
ciples, f<:rbidding them to worship, and 
persecutmg them even unto death. But 
the Lord had a work to perform, and 
condescended not only t? send an angel, 
but Jesus appeared, saymg, "Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me?" Now this 
man, as you will all admit, became a no
ble servant of God, accomplishing much 
good. Joseph Smith was not in open 
rebellion to the Almighty, but he states 
that he was diligently seeking the Lord, 
desiring the salvation of his soul. And 
being young in years, he could not have 
been such a reprobate as some represent 
him to be, from the fact that he was too 
young to have that knowledge of the 
world and~hat experience which is requi
site to make a person a power in the 
world, either for evil or good; unless 
aided by ~. higher power. 

It must have been pleasin()' in the 
sight of the Lord to see one s~ young, 
while surrounded by all the jarring and 
discordant sects, each striving for the 
mastery, come unto him with that child
like confidence and trust, believing that 
be would, as dedared by the apostle 
,James, give him wisdom and direct him. 
We doubt not, that this remarkable trait 
of character milnifested on this occasion, 
viz., a settled determination to trust in 
God and obey his counsels, instead o( 
being led about he knew not where by 
the clashing theories of men, was one 
reason why the Lord heard him and 
made him an instrument in his hands of 
bringing about the great restitution. 
And as before cited, if the angels are 
all ministering spirits sent forth to minis
ter to those who shall be heirs of salva
tion, who more likely to receive a visit 
from one of these heavenly messengers 
than a youth who put all his confidence 
in God, and believed that he is a re
warder of those who diligently seek him? 
We answer, none. No not one. Not
withstanding the world abounded with 
religious teachers, who wrapped their 
sacerdotal robes about them and .were 
very sanctified and dignified in their 
own estimation, and in the estimation of 
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their followers, when weighed iri the 
balance they were found wanting, for 
the Lord's all-searching eye penetrates 
the heart and ascertains its most secret 
workings. As in days of old, when a 
Goliah was to be met, a lad was chosen, 
who trusted not in the armor of the 
warrior, but in the power of the Most 
High to deliver. . So in this case, when 
the scoffs, and jeers, and taunts, and 
threats of a benighted world were to be 
encountered, a lad who put his trust 
and confidence in the Almighty, the 
Supreme Ruler of the Universe, and 
who dared to face the coming storm, was 
·chosen to encounter them. 

.Again, in the days just prior to the 
birth of our Savior, there were plenty 
of Jewish Rabbis of great note and dis
tinction, but among them all was not one 
found worthy to be a forerunner of the 
Messiah; but the Lord made the selec
tion when the child was yet unborn. 
And he was by no means a notable one 
of the earth, for he lived in the desert, 
and his meat was locusts and wild honey. 

So in this case, the wise, the mighty, 
and the learned are all passed by; and 
one unknown to fame, who lived remote 
from the large cities and haunts of vice, 
is chosen to re-establish jtod's work and 
prepare for his second coming. The 
similarity of these two characters, living 
at such a remote period from each other, 
is very striking. John the Baptist 
called by an angel, living in the wilder
ness remote from the pomp and splendor 
and wickedness of the world, coming 
forth in his youth to prepare. a people 
for the coming of Christ. Joseph ::lmith 
living in the wilderness, called by an an
gel, came forth in his youth to prepare 
a people for the coming of Christ. How 
beautiful the comparison ! There seems 
to be scarcely a perceptible variation, 
but it seems to be a regularly established 
order, laid down with mathematical pre
cision, from which there is, so far as we 
have been able to discover, no departure. 
·we contend that it is God's regularly 
ordained plan to usher in his great works, 
as well as many smaller ones, by the 
ministration of angels. It is admitted 
that it has been in times pa~t, and we 

contend for the ancient landmarks, and 
say that it is still his plan. For our 
God is unchangeable, without variation 
or shadow of turning. 

We have proceeded thus far without 
finding anything unscriptural or unrea
sonable in the claims made by Joseph 
Smith to visits of angelic messengers. 
On the other hand, we find that his 
claims are in keeping with the law of 
God; and if his subsequent career and 
teachings will bear inspection as well as 
the subject under consideration, we are 
driven to the conclusion that he was a 
man called of God to perform a great 
work. 

We will now for a moment take a 
bird's eye view of the work which he 
introduced. After receiving visits from 
angels at different times, and, as he af
firms, receiving the plates, he in obedi
ence to the commands of the Almighty, 
proceeds to translate them, and to organ
ize a church. 

.After perusing this translation, we find 
that it corresponds with the Bible in its 
doctrines and teachings; and in some in
stances even setting forth princiciples of 
purity and holiness in more forcible terms 
than that blessed volume; we there
fore, as rational beings, must accept it 
as coming from a good source; for it is a 
known fact that a corrupt fountain sends 
not forth pure water. After examining 
the church which he organized, we find 
that it agrees precisely with the pattern. 
See Ephesians 4 : 11, 12, 13: 

"And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists ; and some, 
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ: till we 
all come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ." 

Also 2 : 18 to close of chapter: 
"For through him we both have access by 

one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore 
ye are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens with the saints, and of 
the household of God ; and 1tre built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone; in whom all the building fitly framed 
together, groweth unto an holy temple in 
the Lord_: in whom ye also are builded to-
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gether for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit." Also 12th chapter of 1 Cor. entire. 

We find that the promised blessings 
follow those who unite with this church 
:as they did the ancient saints, as hun
-dreds and thousands testify. Therefore, 
go on, ye saints of the Most High, there 
is no need to be discouraged. For, up
>Qn examination, we find we are built 
-upon a solid foundation; and that the 
-work of Almighty God, as established 
:in these last days through the instru
mentality of Joseph Smith, is impregna
-ble to all the attacks of the various man
:made systems of religion. And that as 
:aints of God we are, by a life of holi
ness, entitled not only to angel's visits, 
but to dreams, visions, tongues, interpre
tations, prophecy, discerning of spirits, 
gifts of healing, together with all the 
.:rest of the catalogue, the sectarian world 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

J. 8. CONSTANCE. 

WE cut the following from The Inform
er, published at Elgin, Illinois: 

'tV;u vs. Tl1e Gospel. 

Not one word or deed of the meek and 
lowly Jesus, even remotely, sanctioned 
war. While the gospel proclaims "peace 
on earth, and good will toward men,'' the 
war-spirit introduces hatred and malice 
toward them. While the one would set 
apart one day in seven for rest and the 
worship of God, the other renders such 
rest and worship utterly impossible, by 
making God's day one of amusement and 
hilarity, the favorite day for the com
mencement of battles. While the one 
encourages meditation, the cherishing of 
emotions of sympathy, love, compassion 
and humanity, the other fearfully arouses 
the baser and more ferocious passions of 
our fallen nature. The one pronounces 
blessings on the peacemaker and on the 
merciful; but the other offers glory, the 
applause of man, emolument of social 
position to the war-maker. The gospel 
inculcates a forgiving spirit, and bids its 
followers, if smitten on one cheek "to 
turn the other also." War knows no 
forgiveness, but desolates the whole na
tion for the offense of a few. The gospel 
demands that we return good for evil; 

the war code knows no such spirit, but. 
deals out evil for evil, insult for insult, 
blow for blow and blood for blood. The 
gospel encourages industry and economy, 
but war diverts from the usual pursuits
ofindustry, fearfully destroying the bone 
and muscle, and just to that extent re-
ducing the productiveness of the nation. 
While the one would improve the condi
tion of man, socially and morally, the
other wages war on every interest of hu
manity. Indeed, the cost of war and in
temperance exceeds all other expendi
tures, burdening the honest laborer with 
exorbitant taxation to support what only 
curses our humanity. The one blesses 
and elevates man, the other curses and 
degrades him. The one breathes the 
spirit of mercy, love and kindness to all; 
the other rankles with malice, hatred, re
venge and cruelty. The one is of God, 
and in all respects indicates its high 
origin; the other is of the enemy of all 
righteousness and as truly shows its low 
origin. J. H. H. 

THIS IS W AR.-The news from the East
ern war gives details of massacres by the 
Turk8 in Bosnia. Three hundred Chris
tians were tortured and drowned in the 
villages of Per'\an and Femar. Twelve 
women were cfut to pieces at Pavics. 
Sixty children were stoned to death at 
Rathlovo. One hundred and eighty girls
were murdered at Sokolovo. Three 
thousand Christians were massacred at 
Pryedor. 

Support One Gospel.-No. 2~ 
THE WORK OP THE MINISTRY. 

It is true there are other matters con
nected with the interests of the church 
which require pecuniary support, but an 
will acknowledge that this,-the propo
gation of the gospel, the preaching of the. 
glad tidings of great joy, the dissemina
tion of the truths of the glorious dispen
sation of these latter days,-is the one, 
great object which rises superior to all 
others, the accomplishment of which 
should engage all our energies, and which 
demands at our hands all the aid, of 
every kind, that we can possibly give; -
and it is an object which, whatever may 
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·nave been the oase in past ages, cannot 
·now be successfully carried out, so far 
as human agency is concerned, (and 
·God has committed this important work 
. to human hands), without adequate pro
-vision for the families at least, of those 
who devote themselves to the work of 
the ministry. 

It is true, also, that under our present 
. system, or rather want of system, we have 
no means of knowing how much is actu
ally given by the Saints for this purpose, 
since the most of it is given by the 
branches or by individuals directly to 

·the Elders. It is evident, however, from 
the reports of the Bishop and his Agents, 
as well as from what we can learn from 
the Elders themselves, that, for this pur
_pose, not even the smallest amount which 
might reasonably be expected has been 
contributed by the church as a whole. 

Now, brethren, this should not be so, 
nor is it at all probable that it would be 
so, if proper action were taken in the 
matter; for we all profess to desire, earn
estly, the success of the cause, and there 

·are few, ifany, who do not feel that each 
·of us has a part assigned him or her in 
the work; and it needs no argument to 
prove that not only should those now in 
the field be'properly sustained, but that 
the more zealous, earnest and efficient 
workers we can send out, the sooner.will 
the gospel be preached "to all the world." 

If Presidents of Branches would, ia ac
cordance with the spirit of the epistle of 
the Twelve, heretofore referred to, pre
sent this matter to the members of their 
respective branches, not merely mention
ing the matter so as to comply with the 
letter of those suggestions, but remind
ing them of their duty from time to time, 
and urging the matter with the same 
earnestness that they do, or should do, 
the duty of prayer, or attendance at de-

. votional meetings, or any other christian 
··duty; and if the Saints, instead of giving 
directly to the Elders who mav be labor
ing among them, would pay over theil'. 
contributions-making those contribu-

. tions as large as their circumstances 
would permit-and if, then, the Presid

. ing Officers or Treasurers of Branches 
-,would remit all the means so placed in 

their hands, except what is necessary to 
meet legitimate Branch expenses, to the 
Agents of the Bishop in their several 
districts, there is a little doubt that there 
would be enough in the hands of these 
officers, not only for the support of those 
now actively engaged in the work, but 
to largely increase their number. 

The Bishop's Agents, too, in their 
several districts, might do much in this 
direction. They, under the direction of 
the Bishop, have charge of the pecuniary 
interests of the Church; and not only is 
there no impropriety, but, in the opin
ion of the writer, it would be eminently 
proper and indeed is their duty, to pre
sent, as urgently and forcibly as the na
ture of the case demands, the necessities of 
the Church; and this not simply by 
formal reports, but in addition to this, 
by every honorable means in their power. 

If some such system were uniformly 
adopted throughout the Church, the 
Bishop's Agents could, and should inform 
themselves of the circumstances of each 
family of the traveling ministry resid
ing within their districts, and provide for 
their support, either from funds in their 
own hands, or, if necessary, by draft up
on the general fund in the hands of the 
Bishop; while the personal expenses of 
the Elders themselves might properly be 
provided for by the branches and com
munities among whom they are working. 

Such a system would secure an equal 
and equitable distribution of this fund, 
and relieve the Elders and their families 
from the humiliating necessity of asking 
for that which should be provided by the 
Church as their right, and would relieve 
the Elders from that anxiety with regard 
to their families which, even with the 
utmost execise of faith, must often seri
ously interfere with that entire devotion 
to the work whereunto they are called, 
which is essential to the highest success . 

The foregoing thoughts have been 
written, not in the spirit of fault find
ing, but with an earnest desire to call 
attention to this important subject, and 
.with the hope that some means may be 
devised by which a sufficient fund may 
be collected, and maintained, to meet 
the necessary and reasonable demands 
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of the Church, and some uniform meth
od ~dopted .by.which this fund may be 
equitably distributed among those enti-
tled to it. w. R. s. 

JOSEPH SMITH, / 
HENRY A. STEBBINS, ) EDITORS. 

Plano, Ill., November 15, 1876. 

PRIESTS AND TEACHERS PRE-
SIDING. 

THE question that has frequently disturbed 
the peace of branches here and there, and 
which especially seems to be a source of 
discontent and trouble to some who are not 
satisfied with the decisions again and 
again rendered, still comes up now and 
then for a reply, born of a ferment some 
where. 

The question is: Is it the duty of the 
Priest of the branch to preside in the ab
'sence of the Elder in charge of the branch, 
also that of the the Teacher in the absence 
of the Priest? 

It has again and again been answered by 
President Joseph Smith through the HER
ARD, and by President Blair and other 
presiding authorities of the Church, and 
answered always in the affirmative, as be
ing the lawful and only orderly way of 
branch government; the only one that can 
be carried into effect to produce harmony; 
the only way that is just and equitable 
to all parties, all other ways being out of 
order, without system, and of necessity 
causing, as thus far they have done con
tention, jealously, or uncertainty as t~ who 
has the right, in age, office, or seniority, etc., 
etc., of the different aspirants to the duty 
in the absence of the Presiding Elder. 
Though so often answered, yet, to satisfy 
inquiry lately made, a present reply seems 
necessary. 

And first we will quote from the book 
called Rules ofOrde1', lately adopted by the 
Church for the government of all the as
semblies and organized bodies thereof 
reading as follows: ' 

"SEc. 163. The branch officers are.to be 
THE officers who shall p1·eside over and have 
charge * * * and none others shall preside, 

except by vote of those present * * * or by tlz& 
courtesy of the officer present whose right it 
may be to preside." 

It is clear from this that' the branch 
officers are the only ones with whom rest& 
the legal authority to preside over the 
branch whereunto they have been chosen· 
and that the highest officer present of th es~ 
has the right to preside; or if he wishes, or 
the branch so elects, another, who is not 
an officer of the branch, may be invited, 
but otherwise none can do so. The next 
se'ction tells who the constituted presiding 
officers of a branch are and llow they are 
chosen. 

"8Ec. 164. The officers who will be rec. 
ognized * * * as having a right to preside 
are: A Presiding Elder who has been reg~ 
ularly chosen by vote of the branch a 
Priest * * * a Teacher * * * a Deacon, ~lso· 
regularly chosen by vote of the branch." 

Hence the officer "whose right it is to 
preside," in the absence of his superior in 
charge, is one of the others who, like him, 
has been chosen as prescribed by the above 
rule ; and, ~s a matter of order and system, 
and accordmg to the law of God and the 
Church, a Priest, Teacher or Deacon can, 
preside in the absence of those above them 
in such charge; no matter what other gen. 
eral church officials may be present, wheth
er Elders, Seventys, High Priests, Apostles 
or First Presidency; for no one has a right 
by reason of his superior office in the 
Church, to assume authority over a branch 
meeting, or over its proper officers by 
assuming to preside in their place; any 
more than a judge of the supreme· court 
has a right to act in the place of a county 
or probate judge, or a justice of the peace 
by virtue of his knowledge of, or superior: 
ity over the legal affairs and courts of 
justice of the nation; or than the governor 
of a state can act as mayor, marshal or 
chief of police of a city, because he hap. 
pens to be a citizen thereof and is one of 
higher authority than they or their succes
sors, deputies or representatives are. In
stead of this an executive of a state and the 
judge of the highest court are subject in 
their places of abode as obedient citizens 
under those having jurisdiction, knowing 
that their own acts are legal only in their 
own places. 
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It is also distinctly stated in B. of.C. 17: 
11 that the Teacher "is to take the lead of 
meetings in the absence of the Elder or 
Priest;" and it is understood that it is the 
same with the Priest in the absence of the 
Elder; and that the words, "when there is 
no Elder present," were simply given as a 
general direction to all branches of the 
Church, meaning that those branches of 
the whole whose Elders presiding are ab
sent are to be presided over by the Priest 
for the time of such absence. 

Again it says that, "in all these duties the 
Priest is to assist the Elder if occasion re
quires;" the word "the"- showing what 
Elder is meant, and who is to assist him 
whenever he needs assistance, even the 
Priest, and not some one else because he 
ha.ppens to be an Elder. Hence only one 
Elder is recognized by law as having 
part in branch government by right at 
one time. 

Ol;tar reasons and decisions of Church 
authotities might be given, but probably 
0nough has been said for the purpose. 

NOTES FROM CALIFORNIA. 

AFTER returning to San Francisco, on the 
29th of September, we spoke in the Grand 
Army Republic Hall, the Saints place of 
worship, on Sunday the 1st of October. 
The audience on this occasion was not so 
large as at our first visit; but some interest 
was manifested. On the evening of the 
4th we gave a lecture on the subject of the 
Marriage Relation. Some seemed satisfied 
with the views we expressed, and the Saints 
generally endorsed them. 

Friday, October 6th, we met the Saints 
in their Semi.Annual Conference. We as
sembled at Oakland, in the Music Hall, 
which had been secured for the occasion. 
Quite a gathering took place on this occa
sion, and a fair representation of the vari. 
ous districts composing the mission was 
made. An idea of the business that was 
done will be obtained from a perusal of the 
minutes. 

Conference lasted for three days; Sunday 
being occupied only as the law of the 
Church directs-in paying our devotions 
and in the ordinances of the house of God 
Five were baptized, one received on origi-

nal baptism, the sacrament was adminis
tered and the word preached. In the even
ing the Republican Tent, kindly lent us for 
the day, was filled and good attention was 
paid to the word spoken. It seemed a mat. 
ter of some surprise that there was so good 
ground for our faith as there appeared to be. 

During the week after Conference, we, 
had the pleasure of leading one into the 
waters of the Pacific, thereby setting the 
seal to our ministry on the western coast,. 
as we did last year at Jonesport, Maine, on 
the eastern coast. They were good earnest 
souls who obeyed at that time, and so was 
she who obeyed here. May God keep them 
of the east and the west to strike hands in 
the midst of the land with a redeemed ancl 
saved people. 

At Confenmce we had the pleasure of 
listening to a sermon by Elder H.P. Brown, 
formerly of Waverly, Iowa, now of.Sacra. 
mento, Cal. Earnest and positive in his 
evidence he made a strong defence of the 
"faith once delivered to the Saints." 

One cheering evidence was vouchsafed 
to us, in a report from Sacramento, to the 
effect that Bro. Jam es Sloan, at one time 
Recorder at Nauvoo, in the days of the 
Martyrs, had cast his lot with us of the Re
organization. Also, Sister Maria Zimmer
man, of Placerville, was baptized by Elder 
Shurtliff in 1840, in Indiana. These things 
point to the fact that the Spirit that accom. 
panied the Elclers and bore witness to the 
work, when they preached the truth, now 
bears a like testimony respecting the work 
of the Heorganization. We hail these faith
ful ones with pleasure. 

On the 13th we left the city and on the 
15th we spoke at Washingtion Corners, 
morning and evening. Quite a fair at
tendance ancl good attention, on both occa. 
sions 

ExcEPTING the tidings of his arrival in 
Carson City, Nevada, November 2d, the 
following letter is the last news we have 
from President Joseph Smith. We may 
reasonably expect him home early in De. 
cember. He writes: 

"Frisco," California, Nov. 1st, 1876. 
Bro. Henry :-I leave at four p.m., if all 

goes well, and I expect to arrive at Carson 
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City to-morrow. I parted with :Bro. Hunt
ley a few minutes since. He goes to Oak
land to-day; thence, next week, to Gospel 
.Swamp. It is with regret that I leave the 
Saints in California. They are a warm 
·hearted people. Yours, 

JOSEPH SMITH. 

MR. MOODY'S PREACHING. 

As a specimen of the talk of Mr. Moody, 
the noted revivalist, we give some extracts 
from a sermon on Regeneration, as preach
ed by him, in Chicago, on Sunday, October 
·22nd, from the text "Except a man be born 
again he cannot see the Kingdom of God." 
The want of gospel truth or any knowledge 
of it by him will at once be apparent. He 
saicl: 

"I don't know of any doctrine more plain
ly taught-I don't know of any so plainly 
•taught-in the bible, as regeneration. There 
. are many mysteries in the bible. There are 
many things we cannot understand. But 
when it comes to the way of salvation, God 
·makes it so plu,in that there can be no mistake. 
.so plain that the wayfaring man, though a 
fool, cannot err therein. This is the plain
.est thing in the whole bible, and yet there is 
nothing about which there is so much 
"darkness in the world, even among profess
ing Christians. The apostle tells us to be 
able at all times to give a reason for the 
faith that is in us. Yet how many Chris
tians there are who can't do it. They think 
they are converted, but they don't feel sure, 
and they can't give any reason for their be
lief." 

Mark how plain he thinks the doctrine 
of the new birth is, and see what follows. 
He then tells what some people think re
. generation is, and very emphatically tells 
what it is not, even anything that people or
dinarily say it is; but subsequently proves 
himself as ignorant of what it really is as 
he claims that others are. Among other 
ways that he opposed he spoke of baptism, 
ancl with all assurance against the saying 
of Jesus about the water and the spirit, as 
follows: 

"Then there are other people who say, 
"We have been baptized. We were regen
·erated in the act of baptism.' But the 
scriptures don't say, 'Except a man be bap
tized he cannot see the kingdom of God.' 
If it did I'd go everywhere in the world 
·and baptize every body whether they would 
or not. If I couldn't catch them awake I'd 
baptize them when they were asleep. But 
.the bible says, 'Except a man be born 
.again he cannot see the kingdom of Goel.'" 

Now after all this assumption of knowl
edge, about the clearness of the way and 
doctrine of regeneration, see how he floun
ders in error and darkness, having rejected 
the very way by which he might both know 
the truth and be saved by it. He says: 

"Many men come and ask me to explain 
the new birth. How many have done that t 
I may as well be honest with you; I can't 
explain it. I have read a good many com
mentaries on this chapter, and a good many 
sermons, and a good many books about the 
philosophy of the new birth, but don't un
derstand it any better." 

Whence then is the phantom of popular
ity, but from him who originates the delu
sion, blindness; and folly of the doctrines 
and commandments of men, to follow 
which men run wild for a season, then 
wonder at their madness, and then doubt 
that there is any truth or any God . 

In connection with this popular revival, 
gr this excitement called a revival, a broth
er gives us an extract from the Chicago 
Times, a request for prayers from Mr. 
Florence McCarthy who was formerly a 
Baptist preacher in Chicago, and among 
the pulpit notabilities of that city, but who 
turned away, as he relates below. It will 
be seen that he believes that there is a great 
truth somewhere, and that he would like 
a religion that can be demonstrated as a 
truth, or, as we would say, a fulfillment of 
the promise "Ye shall know the truth." He 
writes as follows: 

"TO BE PRAYED Ji'OR. 
"To the Edito1· . 

"In view of the approaching religious re
vival in connection with Mr. Moody's meet
ings, I wish to make a request of the Chris
tian people who may attend them. It is 
that they will pray for me. 

"For several years I was the pastor of 
one of the largest churches in the city, and 
professed and preached the Christian re
ligion. To all appearance, I comforted 
and confirmed multitudes of Christians, 
and brought hundreds of unbelievers into 
the fold of Christ. But, about six months 
ago, not from impulse, but after mature 
and painful deliberation, I abandoned the 
the pulpit and publicly renounced my be
lief in the Christian religion. Even to me, 
who no longer believed in a hereafter, this 
seemed to be a very solemn step. And 
to the church over which I so long pre
sided as pastor, so many of whom I had 
led down into the waters of baptism, 
and to whom I had so often admin-
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istered the sacrament, it seems to me 
that this event should have appeared noth. 
ing less than shocking and awful. And 
yet it is a singular fact that there has nev. 
er been a prayer offered in the Union Park 
(now the Fourth) Baptist nor in any other 
church in this city for my recovery from 
infidelity. On the other hand, the Boston 
Baptist paper, The Watchman, expressed 
the liveliest satisfaction that I had abjured 
the Christian faith and was going to hell. 
I have no idea, therefore, that I can secure 
an interest in the prayers of the Baptists; 
but I ask to be remembered in the prayers 
of the Christians at large who may attend 
Mr. Moody's meetings. 

"I make this request because for several 
months past I have felt that there was, after 
all, a great truth somewhere in the ortho
dox Christian religion, though, as yet, I 
cannot define nor comprehend it. But my 
present view of Christianity exerts no in
fluence over my heart nor life, and if I 
should die in my present state of mind, I 
should, if the New Testament is true, sink 
into an endless hell. I have also, as an in
cidental motive, the desire to receive a 
demonstration of the truth ofreligfon by ex
periencing this highly improbable change 
in answer to prayer. I make this request 
in this public manner, because I am a pub
lic character, and my case is of special im
portance to the cause of religion. My de
fection has shaken the faith of many, to 
my kno:wedge, and a multitude all over the 
country, whom I have never seen, nor re
ceived letters from, must have been more 
or less affected by it. 

"If I might suggest more particularly 
what I wish prayed for, I would request 
that prayers be offered that I might recov
er my faith in the Christian character; 
that is, that I might become convinced 
that the belief and subjective experience 
of the Christian religion make men, in the 
long run, more honest, more just, more 
truthful, more merciful, more loving, more 
forgiving than other people. For I must 
confess that the experience of sixteen years 
in the Christian pastorate has well nigh 
convinced me that Christianity simply in
tensifies human nature; so that while 
Christians love their friends more than 
other people do, they also hate those who 
offend them more than other people do, 
and when once displeased are the most 
cruel and unscrupulous class of the com-
munity. FLORENCE McCARTilY." 

Chicago, September 25th, 1876. 

IT would be quite a favor to us if the clerks 
of district conferences would put the time 
and place of adjournment at the close of 
the minutes, just as we publish them, in
stead of with the body of the business; for 

there is such a press of them that in order 
to get them out before the time of their ad
journment, we have to search all thrbugh, 
and publish the ones which meet the soon
est, as we suppose each district likes to 
have done. This would save us time and 
is convenient for our readers. Also the 
meeting of so many conferences upon tlm 
same date, and upon the first days of the· 
month scarcely gives time for that number· 
of the HERALD to reach them, if we have 
not had room previously. Thus eight or 
ten districts are now to meet December 2cl,, 
and we are forced to leave some of them 
out till December 1st HERALD. However,. 
we hope soon to get ahead, so as to obviate 
this difficulty. 

In connection with the article of "W. R. 
S.," we call attention to the Finance Books 
lately issued and advertised, as found in 
the advertising column. 

Br. H. S. Smith, of Unionburg, Iowa, 
writes that the work of the gospel is im
proving there and at Salem; also that Br,. 
James Caffall is laboring there with some 
success. 

If sisters Margaret Cole and Ingar J\fat
tisen, who were baptized at the October 
General Conference, will forward their ad
dresses to Br. J.C. Jensen, Council Bluffs,. 
Iowa, he will send certificates of baptism 
to them. 

We regret to hear of the death of Bro. 
Geo. Bra by. He was, we believe, a faithful 
laborer, and a good man among his fellow 
men. 

Hard work, exposure and overtasks in 
physical and mental labor, in the strife 
for success, in the struggle for a home, for 
a competence, for the comfort of the loved 
ones of the hearthstone, these all are taking 
away the chief supporter from many a 
household; whereas more care, greater pa. 
tience, and less play to the ambition, at the· 
expense of so much wear and strain of life, 
would ensure greater happiness and the 
family complete for many years more. 

Bro. Daniel Munns writes from Good 
Intent, Kansas, (near Atchison), that they 
have good meetings in that branch, and' 
the once existing prejudice there seems, 
most of it, to have passed away, ancl 
that people are listening to the prind- ~ 
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:ples of life and salvation. Bro. Munns has 
been preaching at the Indian Mission in 
.Jackson county, Kansas, having good con
gregations, including twenty or twenty-five 
Indians, who listened attentively. He 

·thinks that good can be,done there, if an 
Elder could be sent ther0 to labor steadily. 

Bro. L. D. Morgan writes from South 
Bethlehem, Pa., that work among the coal 
miners is very slack and times hard; yet 
they are thankful to the Father above for 
such measure of blessings as they rnceive. 

Bro. T. W. Smith wrote from Stewart
ville, Mo., October 23d, that he was preach
ing two or t.hree evenings per week to full 
·houses and attentive listeners. 

Bro. G. W. Chute wrote from Otter Lake, 
Pottawattamie County, Kansas, that he is 
preaching every Sunday anel also doing 
wayside preaching at every opportunity; 
but the @pposers will not come out in a 
fair encounter, rather adopting the bush
whaeking style of warfare. 

Bro. J. H. Hansen wrote from Davis 
City, Decatur Co., Iowa, Oct. 18th, that he 
was on his way, returning to Kentucky. 
He was preaching there, and then going to 
Pleasanton. See his change of address. 

Bro. Solomon Salisbury of La Crosse, 
Hancock Co., Illinois, is corresponding 
with Br. W. W. Blair in relation to holding 
a debate with Mr. Shelton, of the Disciple 
Church. It is said that he has been very 
strong in his terms and abusive in his lan
guage. His main effort against Bible doc
trine seems to be concerning the laying Olil 

of hands for the Holy Ghost, and contra
dicting the promised gifts of the Spirit; 
connected with a loftiness of manner about 
having anything in our ranks worth de
bating with, saying that none but the off
scourings of the earth belong with us, and 
defying us to bring a scholar to the front. 
Bro. Blair writes that 'he will go if the gen
tleman will meet him. 

Bro. J. C. Clapp wrote from Ott, Coos 
Co., Oregon, October 9th, that he is "busy 
as a bee" in answering the calls in that 
country. May his success be great; and 
so may it be with all who labor for man's 
salvation. 

The presidential election is over on the 
·evening this is written; and, not knowing 

which party has been successful, we would 
now say that what was written before was 
not with any air of importance, or intend
ing that the editor's views might influence; 
for the writer considers that no subject is 
of less importance to the Saints than poli
tics, insomuch that he has voted but once, 
some years since, in the ten years he has 
had the right. We before said and yet sup
pose, and hope, that every man who took 
any part in the matter, did so according to 
the leading of his better judgment, if he 
could decide what that was, uninfluenced 
by anything but reason and love for the 
best interests of his country. We are no 
politician. 

We thank Bro. John McKenzie for n 
copy of the Constitution of Missouri; Bro. 
H.J. Hudson for a copy of the History of 
Platte County, Nebraska; Bro.Joseph Ham
mer for two copies of The Home, a child's 
paper; a,nd some ones unknown for scraps 
from S.S. Advocate, a Musical Review, the 
State Sentinel of Kansas, and Bro. M. F. 
Beebe f~n· Inter Ocean, containing an arti
cle on the Book of Mormon as being of 
Spalding origin, the old falsehood retold, 
to which we intend to reply through the 
same paper, if permitted. 

Bro. and Sr. James Cazier have removed 
from Cass county, Nebraska to Alpine 
county California, thirty miles from Carson 
City, Nevada. 

We do not know that any pictures ot 
Joseph and Hyrum Smith', full card size 
each, or any other style, can now be had. 
Card pictures of the present Joseph can be 
had at the photo galleries for 25 or 30 cents 
each. 

It is suggested that a Sabbath School 
singing book is greatly needed. 'l'hus far 
the music books have not been succeeded 
in; but, as there is now a prospect for 
active measures and a more thorough pro
gress in Sabbath School affairs, probably 
those who may be appointed leaders in 
this matter will also look to the interesting 
feature of singing, as one of their necessary 
duties, and, in some future convention, pro
vide for it. 

Two more issues of the HERALD will 
close this volume, and hope that all will 
renew between now and then, as well as 
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helping gain new subscribers. We will be 
thankful for both or either. 

NEWS SUMMARY. 

The British expedition to the Arctic re
gions, under Captain Nares, has returned 
to Britain. The progress of the steamers 
Alert and Discovm·y to the North Pole was 
found impracticable. Captain Nares re
ports that no land could be discovered 
north of the highest point reached, nearly 
83 degrees, 20 minutes north. The Alert 
reached the limit of navigation on the shore 
of the Polar Sea, where the ice was in some 
places 150 feet thick. She wintered in 82° 
·271, where the sun was invisible 142 days, 
and the weather terrible in its intensity. 
A sledge journey north was taken to lati
tude 83° 201, and was gone seventy days. 
Another party rounded Cape Columbia, the 
most northern point of America. Some 
died from the cold, and others suffered 
greatly from scurvy. No game was found 
on these journeys, nor Esquimaux seen, and 
no icebergs beyond a certain point. Lowest 
temperature 104° below freezing, or 62° be-
1ow zero, and for two weeks held 59° below. 
Rich collections were made in the depart
ment of natural history, and many valuable 
scientific observations were taken; also, 
excellent coal was found near where the 
Discovery wintered in Lady Franklin Bay. 
AU declare it impossible to get farther north 
than their sledge expedition went, or 400 
miles from the Pole. With the exceptions 
mentioned, the health of officers and men 
was excellent. The most northern land re
ported as being 83° 71, the furtherest longi
tude west 82°. Captain Nares reports that 
the impracticability of reaching the North 
Pole is proved, the ice of the Polar Sea 
.averaging 80 feet in thickness. A tablet 
was erected at Polaris Bay to the memory 
<Of' Captain Hall. 

Interest in Arctic affairs is kept up in 
various ways, and, with such discouraging 
results, it is strange that so much is done in 
that direction as there is. A Swedish ex
plorer had a theory that the Gulf Stream, 
·after striking the coast of Europe, passed 
around north of Scandinavia, and, by its 
warm current, opened a way north of Rus
:sia and Asia. So he sailed from Sweden 
last August, and now reports that he has 
·demonstrated his theory as a true one, hav
ing reached the mouth of a Chinese river, 
Yenisei, which emptied into the Polar Sea, 
and by it going south into the heart of 
Asia, to the frontiers of China, and by this 
way it is hoped that the route of trade and 
·commerce between Europe and China can 
be effectually shortened thousands of miles, 
that difference existing, if it is only feasi
ble. He reports that the water at the mouth 
•Of the Yenisei is of a warm temperature. 

This discovery is of great interest to Arctic 
explorers, a north-east passage being as 
acceptable as a north-west one, which 
seems now to be a failure to the explorers. 

The New Bedford whaling fleet to the 
Arctic borders has met with disaster ancl 
great loss, having had to abandon twelve 
vessels in the ice, and being forced to leave 
fifty or sixty men behind on them. Also 
1000 barrels of oil were on board, and a 
large amount of whalebone and ivory. It 
is not expected to recover either vessels or 
men. About $500,000 is the loss. The bark 
Florence arrived in San Francisco, October 
21st, with 190 men on board, the remaining 
rescued survivors having gone to Honolu
lu on the remaining vessel of the fourteen. 
It took a week's'travel. dragging their boats 
after them, over the ice and water spaces, 
mid storm and cold and cQnstant danger, to 
reach the open sea and the two ships not 
frozen in,-a terrible journey indeed; and 
some of the men were left to their fate, to 
a lingering death from cold and starvation, 
or to be ground up in the ships, because 
they refused to face the dangerous journey, 
or turned back after starting. 

General Terry finished disarming and 
dismounting the Indians at Standing Rock 
Agency, Dakotah, October 25th. General 
Sheridan was in Washington, November 
1st, to secure supplies for them and to 
guard against any bad faith or neglect on 
the part of the government. Parties of 
Sioux have been raiding in southern Wyo
ming, some brisk skirmishes between them 
and the Whites having taken place. They 
captured at various ranches a total of seY
eral hundred horses, which will help make 
up for those taken by the government, only 
the latter pays for those it takes from the 
reds. It is said by a returned Black Hill 
gold seeker that half those reported killed 
by Indians have been killed by white men 
who are there for rnbbery. 

A famine is threatened in India, certain 
provinces containing 6,000,000 inhabitants 
are threatened with severe distress. The 
rivers are drying up and the cattle are dy
ing of starvation. 

From that part of Armenia which is un
der Turkish power, also comes up tales of 
cruelty, barbarism and criminal deeds of 
the despotic slavery to which they are sub. 
ject by this rule, as well as the Bulgarians; 
while in Russian and Prussian Armenia 
the people are prosperous and well treated. 

The chief armies of Europe are reported 
as follows: Russia, 1,500,000 men; Turkey, 
780,000; Austria, 860,000; Germany, 1,700,-
0QO; France, 430,000; Italy, 463,000; Eng
land, 470,000. 

The O.fficial Gazette of the Catholic gov
ernment of Spain has issued a circular 
which is severe on the Protestants. It lim
its their worship to the interior of chapels 
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and cemeteries, and prescribes that their 
schools shall remain subject to the direct 
interference of the government, and that 
school-masters roust be Spaniards. 

Financial affairs are reported as in very 
bad shape in Russia and Austria; panics 
and business crashes being imminent in 
those nations, and involving government 
securities. 

A terrible hurricane took place in the 
West Indies October 19th and 20th, sweep
tng away all the inhabitants of one small 
island, about 400 people. One vessel was 
swamped at Key West, and all on board 
Jost. It made desolation on land and sea 
to life and property. Central America, in 
the vicinity of Nicaragua, was also visited, 
-October 3d and 4th, by a severe wind storm 
and flood, which destroyed many of the in
habitants of the fand, and mmions of dol-
1ars worth of property. 

A sharp earthquake shock was felt near 
Rome, Italy, October 27th. 

On the night of October 30th, a train of 
,seventeen coaches, containing 1200 passen
gers, between New York and Philadelphia, 
was run into by a coal train and a terrible 
scene ensued. Between thirty and forty 
persons killed and wounded. Another, but 
not so serious an accident, occurred to an
other Centennial train of 1500 passengers; 
also other smash-ups in various States have 
destroyed life and property. 

In Orange county, Indiana, a heavy flood 
destroyed $100,000 worth of property in 
houses, barns, bridges, and live stock. 

Another railroad accident in northern 
Pennsylvania, November 1st, resulted in 
five killed and numbers wounded. Anoth
er one near Memphis, Tennessee, N ovem
ber 4th, resulted in death, or more or less 
injury, to quite a number. 

Brigham Young, not paying Ann Eliza 
the $4000 alimony granted by the court, 
some of his property was seized, horses, 
mules, carriages, cows, etc., and sold at 
auction November 1st, realizing $1,185, but 
the next day the property was replevined 
and taken by the United States JYiarshal. 

Turkey finally complied with the de
mand of Russia for an armistice, and a six 
weeks truce was agreed upon November 
1st, but there is a growing firmness of Rus
sian demands, and evidently she intends to 
make as much as any one out of these six 
weeks, and then be better able to fight in 
the winter than Turkey will be. 

The Grasshopper Convention of Gover
nors, at Omaha, ended October 26th. A 
committee was appointed to publish a 
:pamphlet giving the most practical means 
so far tried for the extermination of the 
1ocusts. They also suggested that all the 
interested States offer a bounty per bushel 
for eggs and unfledged insects; that their 
legislature authorize local taxation to insti-

tute systematic ways of ditching, burning, 
and otherwise destroying the insects; that 
they repeal or modify the game laws so as 
to prevent the destruction of birds, but 
otherwise to encourage and harbor the 
bird tribes; also to prevent prairie fires. 
until a suitable time to destroy the young 
hoppers ; that a survey be made this win-· 
ter to discover in every county those por
tions in which most eggs are deposited; 
that it was deemed the duty of the national 
government to make some effort to coun
teract this great pest, and the attachment 
of P. special commissioner to be sent annu
ally to the west to investigate and report, 
and the President is to be appealed to and 
the Governors of the north-west are to urge 
on Congress speedy action in this matter. 

Great destitution and mise.ry 2xists in 
Servia and other provinces, on account or 
the war, and by Turkish cruelty and op
pression. Late battles have been disastrous 
to the Servian armies, hence the Russian 
demand for an armistice for Servia's sake,. 
till she makes the cause and the conflict 
all her own to drive the Turks out of Eu
rope. 

The celebrated Cardinal Antonelli died 
in Rome, on Sunday, November 5th. His. 
age was 70 years. He was a man of great 
natural ability and learning, and a leading. 
champion of the Romish Church, in civil 
affairs especially, and the constant adviser 
of the Pope, having been his Prime :M:inis
te:o: and Minister of State. He was the pos
sessor of vast wealth, untold millions of it. 

News to tbe 7th is that Russia is still 
carrying her points of demand, and the 
Turks are to leave their captured positions 
in Servia. 

Since the recent viet0ry of Gen. Miles 
over the Indians, Gen. Sherman declares 
that they will never have a chance to make 
so much trouble again, and that the army 
will push them all it can this winter, and 
finish them next summer. 

CouNcrL Br.cFFS, Iowa, 
October 22d, 1876. 

Br. H. A. Stebbin8:-Since the close of the 
Semi-Annual Conference, I have been 
preaching at this place, Crescent City,. 
Boomer and North Pigeon. Our meetings 
are largely attended, and the best attention 
paid to the word preached. The Brigham
ite elders have done some preaching in 
thes.:i parts during the past year, and have 
picked up some of their stragglers, also 
some who were cut off from the Reorgan. 
ized Church, as also a very few that wem\ 
members of the Reorganized Church. They 
play upon the fears, and upon the marvel
ousness of the people, as also upon their 
love of sensuous pleasures, and so make 
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their converts. They tell the people that 
the promised· "mysteries" are now being 
revealed in Utah, and that the people under 
B. Young are being instructed in them; 
notwithstanding the Book of Mormon says, 
Book of Nephi 12; 1, "And if it shall so be 
that they shall believe these things [the 
Book of Mormon], then shall the greater 
things be made manifest unto them." And 
again, "The things which are sealed shall 
not be delivered in the days of the wicked
ness and abominations of the people."
(2 Nephi 11: 1; also Ether 1: 11). Again, 
"But this generation shall have my word 
through you" (Joseph), but "the greater 
things" was to "be made known unto future 
generations." (D. C. 4: 2.) 

They claim to baptize for the dead in 
Utah; yet baptism for the dead was for
bidden of God, through the Martyr, in the 
spring of 1844, a.nd no comma.nd cf God 
lrns been given to renew it; so >tll this work 
is without the least shadow of divine a.u
thority. 

These elders would like to evade B. 
Y oung"s doctrines of blood a.tonement
huma.n sa.crifices-and "Adam, our Father 
and our God, and the Only God with whom 
we have to do.'' But when they are rallied 
upon these matters, they have the unblush
ing lrnrdihood to try ancl defend them. 
This is equa.lecl only by the idolatrous no
tions and barba.rous prnctices of the Pa.ga.n 
'llations of ancient and modem times. Peo
ple'2 character a.nd rnligion may be mea.s
•ured by the cha.racter of their God's. 

We hear that the Brighamites a.re sending 
one hundred or more missionaries to the 
States this fall. Our people should supply 
themselves with our Anti-Brighamite tracts, 
and so be prepared to give them an inter
·BSting and instructive reception. 

Polygamy is reckoned a 
r(i; D .. 0. 2: 4; Matt. 19: D), 
God to the church; it is also a crime 
against the civil la.w; which law the Saints 
are bound to honor, (D. C. 42: 22; 58: 5; 
()5: 2; 98: 10). Shall we, then, stand idly 
and see these crimes advocated as princi
ples of peace and righteousness? Nay,. 
verily t But every member a.nd minister 
should arm themselves with the word of 
God, and when they see the enemy come, 
cry out with one voice and wa.rn the peo
ple, that souls may be saved, a.nd that they 
rn.av save themselves from the blood of oth
Brs~ (Ezck. 33: 2-fl). 

w·e fear tha.t some of the watchmen in 
these regions ha.ve been sleeping and slum
·1iering, and will be found responsible for 
the wolves ravening among the flock. 

Some of those who left the Church and 
joined the Utah Mormons now see their er
ror; and we hope others ma.y, a.nd that Utah 
Mormonism may meet with such a rebuke 
here that it will hide its hideous face amid 

the sandy wastes and mountain gorges of 
the west. 

October 27th.-Yours of the 26th was re. 
ceived to-day, on my arrival from Keg 
Creek, where I ha.ve been the past four 
days. We are ha.ving large and interesting 
meetings. I ha.ve preached thirteen times 
of late in as many days, and feel worn a 
little. A few are uniting with the Church, 
and indications for further additions are 
good. Just received a letter from Br. Sol
omon Salisbury, and wrote him again that 
I will come to his pla.ce, if Mr. Shelton will 
"stand :fire." I go to.morrow to Galland's 
Grove, to be gone one week. 

yours in Christ, w. vV. BLAIR. 

BURLINGTON, Wis., 
October 30th, 1876. 

Bro. JI. A. Stebbins :-I wish you could 
send me, or :find where I can get a copy of 
the Pearl of Great Price, published in 1852, 
containing the revela.tion on the rebellion. 
[Can any one spare.a copy or let Bro. Al
drich know where one can be had].-ED. 

We feel the need of preaching, and think 
there is a. better prospect for a hearing tha.n 
there has been for sometime, and we would 
like to ha.ve you come, but suppose you are 
so tied up you cannot, and if Bro. Blair 
has got home, we wish he would come and 
stay a few weeks. I ·think much good 
would result. As ever yours, 

W "'L ALDRICH. 
[We have written to Br. Blair a.bout it]. 

LA CROSSE, Hancock Co., Illinois. 
October 30th, 1876. 

Bro. Henry :-I am still sounding the 
gospel trumpet. I have just got home 
from Colchester, where I had the use of 
the Christian Church. a.nd held three meet
ings during Sa.turclay night and Sunda.y. 
Had very large congregations and excel
lent liberty, for which I thank the Lord. I 
think that a good work can be done there. 
Please remember me in your pra.yers. 

s. SALISBl::RY. 

IV ASJUNGTON CORNERS, Cal., 
October 16th, 1876. 

Bro. Henry :-A pause in my journey
ings has come, and I stop for a few days to 
rest and recuperate, broken in upon only 
by services on Tuescla.y and Thursday 
evenings of this week. 

I had hoped to be on my return route to
day, but am not; nor do I see any imme
diate opening for my removal. As for the 
times, they have been, for this country, 
unprecedently hard, but there is a prospect 
for a let up; yet crops are light and prices 
a.re low, and there is an uneasiness in :finan
cial circles. Much of the wea.lth exists only 
by reason of their land. One hundred and 
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sixty to two hundred dollars per acre 
makes even a small farm valuable. 

It rained here last night for the first time 
of any moment since my arrival here. I 
preached twice yesterday at the Corners. 

yours in Christ, J OSEPR SMITH. 

'HEALDSBURG, Sonoma Co., Cal., 
October 15th, 1876. 

Bro. H. A. Stebbins :-Not being able to 
attend conference, I will write a few lines 
to the Herald, thinking it will not be amiss, 
as we are too apt to be taken up with the 
things of this world; such as seeking after 
the riches, and the vanities of the world, 
listening to false reports and then telling 
them again, and sometimes worse than this, 
by adding a good deal to them, making 

· it look quite different from what they were 
first told; thus adding more evil to what is 
already too hideous. Oh, how I wish 
Saints would or could .find other things to 
talk about; for we read in the Bible of the 
heavy penalties that are to follow those that 
follow lying and tale-bearing, such as tat. 
tlers and. strife-makers. Oh, that Saints 
would live above these things, for unless 
they will stop these things and live right, 
they can never go up to Zion, and can never 
be saved in the celestial kingdom of God. 
It grieves me that some who have been in
to the waters of regeneration, should live 
the way they do. t:lome may think this is 
fault-finding; but let us all examine our
selves by the law, and see if we are living 
near the law, or if we are keeping that 
part of the commandments about these 
things. . 

Brn. Cobb and Adamson were here on 
their return from conference: and it hap
pened that I was taken suddenly sick that 
night, but they administered to me and I 
got relief; for which God be praised, and 
we feel to thank him for the manifold 
blessings he has bestowed upon us poor, 
unworthy creatures; but we know that 
we are his work, and that there is no other 
God to whom we can go and receive bless
ings, only to him, the true and living Goel. 

I remain your brother in Christ, 
JORN GRAUMLICII. 

PRAIRIE CITY, Grant Co., Oreg., 
October 14th, 1876. 

Bro. H. A. Stebbins :-As to the form of 
the Herald, we are not particular, any way 
wisdom may dictate for the advancement 
of the work; but we think ourselves most 
happy if we can find time to reduce to 
practice all the good instruction we receive 
i11 its present form. This branch was or
ganized one year ago by our esteemed broth
er, J.C. Clapp. The gospel has been preach
ed in seven different school districts in this 
county, but very few are investigating. I 
have done, and shall continue to do the 

best I can, in love and meekness, leaving 
the result in the hands of the Master. The 
people here want something more popular; 
they want their wine in a golden cuo, and 
to have it sweetened with the doctrines and 
commandments of men. Hence the pure 
gospel wine presented in a tin cup they 
spurn. But I am not discouraged, and 
shall continue to give out the invitation of 
the gospel. Our little branch of ten mem
bers is trying to grow, spiritually. 

Your brother in the gospel, 
JORN BUOKINGRA::YI. 

FARMINGTON, Ky., 
. October 9th, 1876. 

Bro. H. A. Stebbins ;_'._Since I last wrote 
you I have not done much. I made a trip to 
Benton county, Tennessee, and, on the ac
count of sickness, among the people I could 
do but little. The condition is better now. 
We have good prospects in Henry county, 
Tennessee, where our effort for the truth 
caused considerable commotion. Some of 
their members are calling on their ministers. 
to defend their position. I hardly think they 
will meet us. May God uphold you and 
all that labor in Jove for Christ and human
ity. Yours in Christ, R. J. ANTHONY. 

TAYLORVILLE, Luzerne Ct>., Pa.,. 
October 15th, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph:-As I see but little in the 
Herald from this part of the 1"ord's vine
yard, a few lines may find space in it. I 
am young in the work, but I can say, it is 
good to be a Saint. I was baptized by Br. 
Henry Jones, in August, 1875. 

I was with the Methodist Church for 
three years, but I could not see that they 
preached the gospel which Christ taught 
his apostles to preach; so I left them and 
stopped in the world, determined to stay 
there until I could find out the right way to 
serve God, and praying that he would show 
me that way. At last my prayer was ans
wered. I met with Bro. Jacob Baldwin, 
and he was the instrument, in the hands of 
the Lord, of leading me out of bondage into 
the light. To God be the praise forever! 

I was left an orphan when seven years 
old, and without the kindness of a mother, 
or the instruction of a father to lead me in 
the right way. I can admonish my young 
brothers and sisters to pray that they may 
not be left alone in this world in their 
childhood or youth, without the kindness. 
of a parent's hand to guide and instruct 
them. 

I am sorry to say that I cannot take the 
Herald at present, as it is very hard here 
now to get work; but I hope to be able to 
take it soon, for it is a welcome friend, and 
it tells how the work of God is going on .. 
The Saints here are doing all they can for 
the upbuilding of the Church of Christ,. 
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~nd we have good meetings here, and I can 
not express the good that we enjoy .. May . 
we continue to do all we can to bmld up 
the Church of God, and to warn the nations 
~f the earth, so that their blood may not be 
upon us, is the prayer of your unworthy 
brother. HIRAM SHAFFER. 

MExrco, N. Y., October 15th, 1876. 
B1'o. Joseph:·-I was baptized into the 

Church in October, 1840, and in September, 
1842, was ordained an elder, and preached 
most of the time until November, 1845, in 
the state of New York. I then went to 
Nauvoo, from thence to Galena, thence to 
the Falls of the St. Croix, and, in the fall of 
1848, I came to this State, to take care of 
my mother. I had lost my wife and one 
child, all the family I had, when in Galena. 
My mother also belonged to the Church. 

I have preached when I could get a hear
ing, for several years past; but, not know
ing whether the Church would consider 
me in. the kingdom or out of it, I have be
fore the world claimed no connection any
where; yet no charge has ever been brought 
against me, nor my license ever called for 
by any one; but if I am not in the Church, 
I shall cease to preach. Please state these 
facts to the Church, and inform me. I 
hope the Saints will remember me in their 
prayers to God. I have an appointment to 
preach on the 22d of October, in the town 
·of Hastings, Oswego county, N. Y. 

Yours, &c., E.T. WHITEHEAD. 

DESOTO, Washington Co., Neb., 
October 21st, 1876. 

Bro. Henry :-l desire the prayers of my 
·brethren throughout the Church, that my 
hearing may be restored. I have been 
·deaf about twelve years, but I am satisfied 
that there are many, very many of my 
brethren who are able to prevail with our 
heavenly Father to that degree that I may 
be healed. Praying for the welfare of Zion, 
I remain your brother in the cause, 

STEPHEN BUTLER. 

BANDERA, Texas, 
Oct. 30th, 1876. 

Bro. Stebbins :-I had hoped to hear 
from General Conference before leaving 
here, but news is late and I must go to day. 
I have been blest with good liberty in 
speaking for some months past, and have 
presented the truth to the people of this 
county fairly, and must now carry it to 
those of other parts. Here the people are 
slow of heart to believe the Scriptures. I 
spoke an hour on the restoration of the gos
pel yesterday, and afterwards many came 
down to the water and listened with re
spectful attention while I explained the 
nature and object of baptism. I then bap
tized Bro. William H. Davenport. At con-

firmation he was called to the office of an 
elder, and he was elected by the branch 
and ordained. So I have the pleasure of 
knowing that the branch will not be left 
without a minister, and one who will be 
zealous, and also I hope a faithful one. If 
any of the Saints, in eastern or middle Tex
as think that good may be done in their 
vicinity I will try to visit them, if they will 
send their address to me at Groesbeck 
Limestone county, Texas, where I exp!lct 
to remain sometime on my way out to 
Louisiana. I remain your brother in the 
truth. JAMES W. BRYAN. 

COLDWATER, Michigan, 
Nov. 2d, 1876. 

B1·other Henry :-We have been holding 
conference here and have had a peaceble 
time. Brn. Snively of Canada, and McDow
ell of Kirtland, Ohio, are with me. We are 
still holding meetings. I expect to visit 
northera Indiana before returning to Can
ada. My health has been quite poor lately, 
but is now improving. 

I have an abiding faith in the ultimate 
success of the Master's cause; but I do see 
great necessity for a continuous and united 
effort against the enemies of the cause, 
both those within and those without the 
Church. My address will be care John 
Traxler, Louisville Ontario. With sente
ments of respect, I still remain yours in the 
good cause. JOHN s. p ATTERSON. 

T1rn following letter was intended as a re
port to the General Conference, but arrived 
too late: 

SHER:CVIAN, Kansas, 
Oct. 8th, 1876. 

Bro. W. W. Blai'l':-I returned on the 
7th oflast July from the field of labor as
signed me. I found many true Saints in 
Indiana; but my efforts seem to be blest 
here, and I solicit the Conference to release 
me from the other. I am just recovering 
from a severe attack of fever; this is the 
reason why I have not reported before. 
Excuse brevity, and may the Lord bless 
the conference, and Saints all over the 
globe. MORRIS T. SHORT. 

SAYLORVILLE, Iowa, 
Oct. 23rd, 1876. 

Bro. Henry .A. Stebbins :-I have thought 
for some time, of writing to you about how 
my sister Julia is, the one that was burned 
so badly last Christmas, as noticed before. 

She was burned from her hips to her 
knees. Her right limb has healed all 
around, with the exception of one strip 
three or four inches wide. It has been ten 
months since she was burned, and she has 
never set up ten minutes in all this time; 
but she is very patient and her countenance 
looks well. We haYe her administered to 
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when we can; Bro. Stamm being the only 
elder near. We are determined to put our 
tmst in the living God; for his promises 
are to them that believe, and we believe 
that she will recover, yet it is a trial hard 
for us to endure. I wish you to pray for 
her and for us; and request the Saints to 
pray that we may get the blessing. I re
main your sister in Christ, 

FANNIE SHELLHART. 

LONDON, Ontario, 
Oct. 29th, 1876. 

Brother Hem·y :-I write a few lines to 
assure you that I am yet in the field; and 
I am preaching wherever I can get a 
chance. I have baptized three in this 
place, one the 27th and two the 30th. I 
am now with Bro. R. Davis. My desire is 
to do my Master's will, for my heart is in 
this work of his. Pray for me. Your 
brother in Christ J. J. CORNISH. 

HYDE PARK, Pa., 
Oct. 23d, 1876. 

Dea1· Herald:-With joy and gratitude I 
feel to inform your many readers of the 
good influence that is made manifest here. 
October the 17th, we had the pleasure of 
baptizing three into the Church of Christ; 
and I write this letter by request of one of 
these, for he has been a bitter enemv of 
the Reorganization for thirteen years. "He 
was a member of the Brighamite organiza
tion; and his name is John R. Griffiths. 
He solicits through the columns of the 
:Herald forgiveness of the whole church, 
for having ridiculed so much of this people; 
and because that now he is satisfied that 
the Reorganization is of God. Elizabeth 
Griffiths, Br. G.'s wife, is worthy of men
tion here, because she has been convinced 
this thirteen years, but Mr. Griffiths would 
not permit her to join the Reorganized 
Church; yet for all this she contended for 
the truth all the time, and so at last they 
have obeyed the mandates of heaven at one 
and the same time. 

Mrs. Rowels, the wife of J\'lr. Esdras 
Rowels, the presiding elder of the Brig
hamite branch at Hyde Park, was the other 
one baptized. Mr. Rowels and his wife 
have been in Utah, and witnessed for them
selves the difference between truth and 
error; so they returned to Hyde Park, and 
since then J\Irs. Rowels has always opposed 
error and defended the tn1th. She is an 
intelligent lady, and she persevered in study
ing the law of the church; also was instru
mental in giving a word of advice in prop
er season to save the innocent from the 
brink of ruin. I visited the house of Mr. 
Rowels October 9th, to see Mr. David 
Evans, one of the three missionaries of 
Utah, that came here a while ago. We 
discussed the points of difterence in a 

calm and amicable spirit, and I believe 
that Mr. Evans is an honest man, and that 
he returned to Utah somewhat convinced. 

J\1ay God bless his word to the convinc
ing of the honest, is my prayer. Your 
brother, HENRY JONES. 

Galland's Grove District. 
The above conference convened at Har

lan, Shelby county, Iowa, September 2d 
and 3d, 1876; Eli Clothier presiding, John 
Pett clerk. Prayer by the president. Vis
iting brethren were invited to take part in 
the exercises. Officials present: of the 
twelve 1, high priests 1, seventies 1, elders 
13, priests 2, teachers 1, deacons 2. 

.Branch Reports.- Galland's Grove, no 
change. Salem, 79 members. Mason's 
Grove, 104 members. Yell, 22 members. 
Harlan, 36 members. Boyer Valley, North 
Coon, Camp Creek and Pleasant Ridge (a 
new branch lately organized) no~ reported. 

Eider's Reports.- Thomas Dobson has 
preached every Sunday .since last confer
ence, and has more calls for preaching than 
he can supply. John Rounds had preached 
all he could, and baptized two. James Caf
fall thinks prospects are generally encour
aging, and finds some improvement among 
the Saints; he exhorted the elders to con
tinue their efforts, and to cultivate every 
virtue that will qualify them for the great 
work before them. Two. p. m. Davis H. 
Bays has preached sonie in the district, had 
a desire to work, and endeavors to thrust in 
his sickle. Eli Clothier had preached almost 
every Sunday; had visited nearly all the 
branches, and found the district in a fair 
condition. J. W. Chatburn had preached 
some near Harlan, and also in the branch. 
N. Booth, Ralph Jenkins, and Henry Halli
day, reported their labors in their respective 
branches; Br. Halliday had baptized four
since last report.. John Pett had preached 
a few times; as Bishop's Agent he had re
ceived since last report $42.75, paid out 
$6.75, on hand $36. Wm. Jordan reported 
by Jetter. 

John E'ounds and T. W. Chatburn were 
appointed to labor; Thos. Dobson was re
leased from his present field, but requested 
to labor elsewhere, as much as he can. 

Resolved that the Salem branch supply 
Shelby Station with preaching. Davis H. 
Bays offered to labor for a short time, iu 
connection with the elders of the Salem 
branch, at Shelby Station. William Jordan 
was continued in his present field. 

Resolved that we sustain Eli Clothier as· 
president of the district, by our faith, pray
ers and means. 

John Pett, Ralph Jenkins, and Ingvert 
Hansen were appointed as a committee to 
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inquire into a difficulty existing in the Boy
·er Valley branch. 

7.p.m.-Preaching by James Caffall. 
Sunday, 10:30 a.m.-Preaching by Davis 

H. Bays. 2:30 p. m.-The sacrament was 
cadministered, and many encouraging testi
monies were given. 7:30 p.m.-Preaching 
Jby Thomas Dobson and James Caffall. 

Adjourned to meet at the Salem branch 
-0n the 1st, 2d and 3d of December, 1876. 

Far West (Missouri) District. 
The above conference was held at Bevier, 

Macon county, August 26th, 1876; T. W. 
-Smith presiding; W. R. ·McDonald, clerk. 

Branch Reports.-DeKalb 67 members, 
Bevier 49, Delano 27, Far West 56, Starfield 
'25, St. Joseph 50. 

Elders John F. Thomas, Thos. D. Reese, 
·Chas. Perry, Ephraim Rowland, Wm. Sum
'merfield, W.R. McDon!tld and Jas. Kemp, 
reported. Br. Summerfield had baptized 
two, and Br. Kemp one. Priests George E, 
Ross and Jas. Davis reported. 

John F. Thomas, Thos. D. Reese and Wm. 
Lewis were released from their missions ; 
Frederick Collins released from association 
with L. L. Babbitt, and associated with J. 
D. Flanders. All others appointed on mis
sions were sustained. 

At 7:30 p.m. T. W. Smith preached to a 
very attentive audience. 

Sunday, 10:30 a.m.-Br. ·James Kemp 
preached the word. Saints meeting at 2 
p.m., and very strong testimony was given. 
At the close business was resumed. T. W. 
'Smith was sustained in his Missouri and 
Kansas Mission; James Kemp as president, 
and Frederick Collins as clerk of the dis
trict, and Albert Bishop as Bishop's agent. 

Br. Joseph Smith and the several quo
rums of the church were sustained. 

Preaching at 7:30 pm. by T. W. Smith, 
,after which two were baptized and confirmed. 

Adjourned to meet at DeKalb, December 
.2d, 1876. 

St. Louis District. 
The above conference was held September 

3d and 4th, 1876, at St. Louis, Missouri; 
W. H. Hazzledine presiding; T. R. Allen, 
clerk. 

Sunday, Sept. 3d, at 10:30, a.m., prayer 
by John H. Hansen, and preaching by Jas. 
X. Allen and Jos. E. Betts. At 2:15 p.m., 
prayer by James Whitehead, and the sacra
ment was administered by Wm. Smith and 
It. D. Cottam. The Saints enjoyed a good 
time. At 7 p.m, prayer by A. Reese, and 
preaching by J. H. Hansen. 
Mond~y, the 4th.-After the usual exer

. cises, Geo. Hicklin was appointed to assist 
the clerk, and J. H. Hansen was invited to 
take part in the conference. 

Branch Reports.-St. Louis, last total 

1

288; changes, 6 baptized, 12 removed, 1 
died; present number 281. Gravois, 61 

I 
members. Cheltenham, 30 members, no 
changes. Bellville, 2 baptized, present to-
tal 74. Caseyville, 1 baptized, present total 
18. Whearso, 1 died, present total 11. 
Coon Creek, 2 baptized, 1 received by vote, 
present total 33. Bone Cre\)k was organized. 
July 23d, 1876, by William H. Hazzledine; 
contains 12 members. Alton and Alma not 
reported. 

Elders' reports.-John Beaird, Wm. An
derson, Geo. W orstenholm, Geo. Hicklin. 
Jas. X. Allen reported having labored in the 
district as appointed by the authorities, 
11nd to the best of his ability. 

The court of elders appointed to Chelten
ham last conference reported; their report 
was received and the committee discharged. 

Resolved that we suggest to the Semi
Annual Conference that there is in this dis
trict a good field for Br. J. X. Allen to labor 
in, if they think good to assign him to it. 

Resolved that we sustain the authorities 
of the church, in righteousness. 

Adjourned to meet in St. Louis, December 
3CI. and 4th, 1876. 

Pottawattamie District. 
The above conference was held at Cres

cent City, August 26th and 27th, 1876; Jas. 
Caffall presiding; Frederick Hansen, clerk. 

Officials present: 1 apostle, 4 seventys, 
15 elders. 

Branch Reports.-North Star, 30 mem
bers. Wheeler's Grove, 55 members. Boom
er, 16 members. 

Elders' Reports.-Andrew Hall, C. G. 
Mcintosh, Jam es Caffall, Asa Walden, Dan'l 
M. Williams, W. L. Graybill, H. N. Hansen, 
W. C. Mcintosh, H. Hansen, L. Campbell, 
John Mackland and S. P. Guhl. 

Asa Walden, Andrew Hall and H. N. 
Hansen received special missions; and all 
elders and priests, not otherwise employed, 
were requested to labor as much as practi
cable. 

Oliver Hansen, W. J. Cook, Asa Walden 
and Andrew Hall, were appointed to obtain 
by purchase or donation, ten tons of hay for 
the fall conference, and were authorized to 
sell said hay at the market price, the net 
proceeds, if any, to go toward defraying the 
expenses of the conference. 

Andrew Hall, the Bishop's Agent, had 
$2.35 on hand from last report, and had 
received $23.25 during the quarter; had 
paid $5 00 to James Caffall, leaving $20.60 
now on hand. 

The authcrities of the Church were sus
tained. 

The resolution requesting the elders of 
the district to report to this conference, was 
repealed. 

The district was left in charge of Jam es 
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Caffall during the coming quarter. Preach
ing during the conference by Jam es Caffall, 
Andrew Hall and C. G. Mcintosh. 

Adjourned to meet in Council Bluffs, Nov
ember 25th, 1876, at 10:30 a.m. 

Little Sioux District. 
The above conference met at Magnolia, 

Harrison Co., Iowa, at 11 a.m., September 
2d, 1876; J. C. Crabb presiding, P. Cadwell 
assisting him, and Donald Maule clerk. 

J. R. Lambert, P. Cadwell, and S. Long
bsttom were appointed as a committee to 
examine the Book of Rules. 

Elders' Reports.-D. M. Gamet had labor
ed in the Little Sioux branch, as president 
and clerk and had preached some outside. 
T. Carrie~ had preached some, and admin
istered to the sick. The following reported 
their labors at the places named: Jos. R. 
Lambert in Magnolia, Woodbine, Union Cen
ter and Castana; J. C. Crabb at Magnolia, 
Union Center and Little Sioux; C. Downs 
but a few times out of the branch; J. M. 
Harvey at Mondamin, Modale and Magnolia, 
on an average once a week since last con
ference ; P. L. Stevenson with D. M. Gamet, 
J. C. Crabbe and H. Garner, and had bap
tized two; D. H. Bays (by letter) at Neola, 
Little Sioux Magnolia, Woodbine, Bigler's 
Grove, nea; Sandy Point, Dowville, and 
Galland's Grove; S. Mahoney in company 
with others; Isaac Ellison presided over the 
Six Mile Grove branch ; H. Garner labored 
in oompany with others; B. Kester (priest) 
had preached eight times in Magnolia and 
Calhoun, and had baptized one. 

At 2 p.m. committee reported on Rules of 
Order that from their knowledge of the 
work 'they could recommend that said Rules 
of Order be made a standing manuel for the 
government of the district in all its busi
ness. Their report was received and adopt
ed and committee was discharged. 

Branch Reports.-Magnolia 125 members, 
12 baptized, 3 received by letter, .3 by vote. 
Little Sioux 112 members, 4 baptized, 2 re
ceived by vote, 5 removed by letter. Six 
lVIile Grove 22 members. Other branches 
not reported. Phineas Cadwell reported the 
condition of the Magnolia branch as good, 
with but few exceptions; officers trying to 
do their duty, and meetings good. D. M. 
Gamet reported the Little Sioux branch not 
as prosperous as might. be; but priest an_d 
teacher trying to do their duty. Isaac Elh
son of Six Mile Grove, reported part of the 
members strong in the faith. John Con
o/ers, acting teacher, report~d the majority 
of the Union Center branch m a prosperous 
condition. 

The case of Br. Gilbert Cox was taken up, 
and by motion the silencing of Br. Gilbert 
Cox was removed, and he was restored to 
his former standing in the church. 

Resolved that we require each elder t<> 
report to the conference each quarter, in 
person or by letter, or they will be liable 
to censure. 

H. Garner, committee on Little Sioux 
Meeting House, reported had collected one 
dollar since last conference. 

Committee on Magnolia Meeting House 
reported $32 collected and. paid over to J. 
M. Harvey, $35 on subscription yet unpaid. 

Report of H. Garner on Little Sioux Meet
ing House was received and he was dis
charged. Report of committee on Magnolia 
Meeting House was received and they were 
continued. Wm. Fallon was sustained as 
one of the committee. 

Some two days' meetings were appointed. 
Whereas the interest of the Church of 

Christ should be the paramaunt object of 
all true Latter Day Saints; therefore, be it 
resolved that the sever&! branch officers be 
requested to offer their resignation at least 
once in six months, thereby giving the 
branch a chance for a change, if desired. 

At 7:30 p.m., preaching by S. Longbottom. 
At 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, preaching by J. 

R. Lambert, on the duty of the Saints. Dur· 
ing intermission three persons were baptiz
ed by Phineas Cadwell. At 2:30 p.m. those 
baptized were confirmed; prayer, testimo· 
ny, and sacrament meeting followed, P. Cad
well and J. M. Harvey in charge. 

Bishop D. M. Gamet reported: "In De
cember last a committee of three was ap
pointed by the quarterly conference to ex
amine my books, consisting of J. C. Crabbe, 
Hugh Lytle and J. M. Harvey. This com
mittee examined said books, and on settle
ment, found that my indebtedness to the 
church was $12.81, and there was enough 
means on hand to balance the books. Since 
that time I have received $10 from Levi 
Gamet, $5 from sister Ann Johnson. Paid 
to John Haynes $3.70, to sister Fyrando 
$2.50. Amount an hand $8.75. David 1\1. 
Gamet, .Bishop." 

The report was received and referred 
back for correction; in that it states that 
the committee was appointed by the quar
terly conference, but should read appointed 
by the Semi-Annual Conference in 1875. 

At 7:30 p.m. preaching by J.C. Crabb. 
Adjourned to meet at. Little Sioux, De

cember 2d, 187G, at 10:30 a.m. 

South-Eastern Illinois District. 
The above conference was held at Dry 

Fork, September 2d and 3d, 1876; G. H. 
Hilliard presiding; I. A. Morris, clerk. 

Elders Jones, Thomas, Caudle and Mor
ris reported as having labored what they 
could under their circumstances. Brn. 
Brown and Smith have tried to do their du
ty as priests. 

The president had visited Williamson and 
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.Johnson counties, in company with Br. 
Thomas, and found some old-time Saints in 
and around Marion, who will come into the 
church; also many in Johnson county who 
are believing; thinks the work is gaining 
ground in the district. 

Branch Reports.-Dry Fork, 22 members, 
1 removed, 2 suspended. Deer Creek, 21 
members. Brush Creek, 62 members, 3 
baptized. Springerton, 39 members, 3 bap
tized, 1 died. Funnel Hill, 37 members, 3 
baptized, I suspended. Elm River and Lit
tle Wabash not reported. 

Resolved that the elders mission them
selves for the next quarter. 

Some appointments were made for various 
places at stated times, by Brn. Kerr, Brown, 
Thomas, Jones and Morris. 

Evening Session.-Prayer by Br. Brown, 
and A. N. Caudle addressed the people on 
the principles of the gospel. 

Sunday, 10 a.m.-The president spoke on 
the duties· of Saints, and of the neceBsity of 
continuing instant in prayer. I. A. Morris 
followed the president on the same subject. 

At 3 p. m., the sacrament was adminis
tered by Brn. Thomas and Morris. 

Adjourned to meet at Springerton, Dec. 
2d, I8i6, at 10 a.m. 

Des' Moines District. 
The above conference convened at Des 

:Moines, Iowa, September 2d and 3d, 1876; 
Alfred White presiding; John Sayer, clerk. 

Branch Reports.-Independence 44 mem
bers, l baptized, 3 received by letter. Pleas
ant Grove, 1 baptized, 5 removed, 2 cut off, 
total 22. Newton, 3 removed, 7 received 
by letter, present total 50. Des Moines, l 
baptized, 10 removed by letter, present to
tal 59. Des Moines Valley, no report. 

Elders' Reports.-Alfred White has a. de
sire to forward the work all he can, and has 
assisted, and has administered of his means 
all he could. John X. Davis, has preached 
some, and visited the Saints. Geo. Walker, 
has labored in the branch, and also preached 
outside of it some. 1\foses N. Eastman, has 
preached, and visited the Saints. Wm. C. 
Nirk has been away from home with Br, I, 
N. White a few times, and has met with the 
branch every Sunday when at home. John 
Watkins desires to do all he can, although 
he has done very little preaching. Robert 
Young has attended to his branch duties. 
Wm. N. Ray has done the same. N. Stamm 
has, according to the direction of the last 
conference, attended to the business assign
ed him, and is happy to say that the Pleasant 
Grove branch is in a better condition, more 
united, and promising to attend to their du
ties in future. He has preached several 
times and baptized one. John Sayer has 
preached some. 

John X. Davis, Bishop's Agent, reported 

receiving $2.90 tithing from the Newton
branch. 

At 7:30 p.m., preacliing by Elder George 
Walker. Sunday morning, preaching in the
Court-house, by Eld. N. Stamm. Sacrament 
and fellowship meeting in the afternoon, 
John X. Davis and Geo. Walker presiding, 
and a good portion of the Spirit of the Lord' 
was with us, and the Saints rejoiced in. 
bearing testimony. 

Business was resumed, and Bro. Joseph 
Smith was sustained as prophet, seer and 
revelator to the church, and all the author
ities thereof in righteousness. Alfred White 
was sustained as president, and John Sayer 
as clerk of the district. 

7: 30 p.m.-Preaching at the Court-house 
by Alfred White. 

Adjourned to meet at Newton, Iowa, at 
10 a.m., December 2d, 1876. 

SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN. 

Be not hasty to condemn thy brother, 
Though he may have wrong!d thee.deep; 

Try thy best, thy burning rage to smother,
Oh? forgive him, e'er you sink to sleep; 

niark the noble words by Jesus given: 
"Forgive until seventy tiµi,es seven." 

Let not dark malice lurk within thy breast, 
Why should'st thou sink from man to fiend? 

Say, will it give thy troubled bosom rest, 
Thus to destroy whom Christ redeem'd1 

Ah, no, forgive till seventy times seven, 
As thou would'st have thy many sins forgiven~ 

Dost thou not know how weak, how frail thou art,. 
To stand against the tempter's wiles? 

And would'st thou play the angry Judge's part, 
Because thy brother was by sin beguiled 1 

Wilt thou not need by God to be forgiven 
l\Iore than the standard seventy times seven'.' 

Art thou so clean thou wilt not mercy need, 
When thou before the Judge shall stand; 

So pure, that none for thee may intercede,, 
To save thee from destruction's hand l 

Then thy cheeks will blanch, thy heart be rivenJ 
So now forgive, that thou mayst be forgiven. 

C.DERRL 

First United Order of Enoch. 
The Stockholders of the above association 

held their annual meeting on the Conference 
grounds, near Council Bluffs, Iowa, October 
7th, 1876, to elect a Board of Directors for 
the coming year. E. Banta was chosen to 
preside, and E. Stafford as clerk, pro tem. 
After prayer by the chairman, the Secreta
ry's report was called for and read, as fol
lows:-

ANNUAL REPORT of the Secretary of the 
First United Order of Enoch, for the year 
ending September 1st, 1876: 
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RECEIPTS FROM ALL SOURCES. 
Tu Leon Bank, at last report ......... $521 82 
Due from 0. J. Bailey. . • • . . . . . . • . . . 28 86 
'.Received on Capital Stock . . . . . . . . . . 60 65 
Interest on Stock and from Bank . • • . . 33 09 
Farm produce sold to D. Dancer and 

others ...................•.... .4,219 95 
:Sale of House and J<'ence material . . . . 268 81 
•Fruit trees, house rent, use of scales 

and planter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 15 
.Advanced by D. Dancer, and due him 2,619 71 

$7,820 04 
-:::::::=-::-:------==--

EXPE)[DITURES. 
Due D. Dancer at last report..... .$1,188 07 
r'urchase of 80 acres of land, with 

house ......................... 1,400 00 
;Breaking 385 acres of land. . . . . . . . . • 965 96 
Finishing six new houses ...•....... 831 42 
Stables and Graneries . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 813 04 
Fencing material and labor .......... 710 56 
Taxes on 3,250 acres of land ........ 489 95 
Tithing on net income for 1875 of 

$2,904 00 ...................... 290 40 
r'ay to Officers of Board for services . . 245 2 O 
Interest on money borrowed •••...•. 111 13 
Purchase of one house . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160 00 
·On Nursery and for Fruit Trees and 

setting ...•..............•••..•• 119 87 
·Otherbuildingsandhouseimprovements 175 58 
.Sod Corn Planter.................. 99 18 
Planting Corn and other labor . . . . . . • 68 82 
Road Tax........................ 86 34 
·On Corn Crib . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . • . 20 20 
'Check Stamps, Recording Deed, Box of 

Glass, Grubbing Land, and other 
expenses....................... 31 17 

$7,806 89 
Due from Leon Bank. . . . . . . . . 6 94 
Due from 0. J. Bailey........ 6 21 

$7,820 04 

COST OF J~AND AND DIPROVE1IEKTS1 
1870 TO 1876. 

B,330 57-100 acres of land, at cost .. $30,673 94 
'Twelve new houses built......... 7,678 40 
Houses purchased and improved... 1,627 67 
Breaking about 1,600 acres . . . . . . . 4,040 96 
:Fencing material and labor . . . . . . . 7,424 96 
Corn Cribs, Farm Scales, etc... . . . 1,029 85 
•Cost of Nursery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 562 71 

$53,038 49 
=-=---~ 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. A. STEBBINS, Secretary. 

The report was accepted and adopted. 
The Stockholders then proceeded to bal

lot for a Board of Directors, which resulted 
as follows: David Dancer 282 votes, E. Ban. 
ta 282, Wm. Hopkins 282, C. A. Beebe 282, 
I. L. Rogers 281, D. M. Gamet 281, P. Cad
well 281, Alex. McCord 1, George Braby 1. 
The first seven were declared elected, and 
the meeting adjourned. 

On the same evening the Board met at 
the house of C. A. Beebe, in Council Bluffs, 
and after prayer, P. Cadwell was chosen 

chairman, and Wm. W. Blair as secretary, 
pro. tem.; and proceeding to permanent or
ganization for the ensuing year, David Dan
cer was chosen as pre·sident, I. L. Rogers as 
vice president, Wm. Hopkins as treasurer. 

A letter from the Secretary, Henry A. 
Stebbins, was read, contll.ining a request to 
be released from that office in consequence 
of other duties, which request was granted; 
and upon nomination by the president, Asa 
S. Cochrane was chosen as Secretary. 

I. L. Rogers, Wm. Hopkins and P. Cad
well were appointed to dispose of this 
year's crops. 

The Officers of the Board were authorized 
to borrow sufficient funds to pay the indebt
edness of the Company, and to make such 
improvements as may be found necessary. 

David Dancer was allowed $200 for his 
services; and H. A. Stebbins $30 as Secre
tary to October 2d, 1876. 

Adjourned to meet on call. 
W.W. BLAIR, Secretary pro.tern. 

[The address of A. S. Cochrane, Secreta
ry of the Order of Enoch, is Davis City, De
catur county, Iowa. ]-En. 

Expelled. 
Notice is hereby ii:iven that James B. Lo

gan, of the Long Valley Branch, having 
been charged with unchristian-like conduct,• 
and for which he was duly notified to ap· 
pear and answer to said charges, on Tues
day, September 26th, 1876, and the charges 
being fully sustained by two or more wit
nesses, said James B. Logan was by unani
mous vote cut off from the Church. 

JoHN C. HOLMES, Pres. and Clerk. 
SAN ANTONIO, Cal., Oct. 15th, 1876. 

Birth and Death notices inserted free; Marriage 
notices one dollar each. 

MARRIED. 
At the residence of the bride's mother, 

by brother Wm. W. Blair, July 25th,.1876, 
brother George Hulmes, of Emsworth, Pa., 
and sister Alice J. Smith, of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

DIED. 
Near Wilmington, Illinois, October 11th, 

1876, of diptheria, Arthur Henry Walrath, 
son of brother William and sister Elizabeth 
Walrath, aged 7 years, 1 month and 8 days. 

At Fayette, Decatur county, Iowa, Sep
tember 22d, 1876, of canker, Cephas, son of 
brother Moses and sister Josephine Turpin, 
aged 1 year and 20 days. 

At Fayette, Decatur county, Iowa, Octo
ber 15th, 1876, of fever, brother George 
Braby. He was born at Ambaly, England, 
June 24th, 1834; received the gospel in 
1849; joined the Reorganized Church at 
Henderson Grove, Illinois, under the hands 
of brother Z. H. Gurley, sen., June 15th, 
1863. He was a zealous and able defender 
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of the gospel, and he fell asleep quietly and 
in peace. Funeral services by brother J. 
W. Gillen. 

At Millersburgh, Illinois, October 11th, 
1876, of consumption, sister Mary Duncan, 
aged 30 years and 7 months. For the last 
ten years sister Duncan has been a faithful 
and earnest wo.rker for the cause, being 
valiant in her testimony; and she died as she 
lived, "unto the Lord," and has gone to rest 
till the resurrection day. She leaves a hus
band, four children, and a wide circle of 
friends and relatives to mourn her loss. 
Funerar services by brother John M. Terry, 
from Rev. 20: 6. 

Near Bear's Grove, Guthrie county, Iowa, 
sister Mary E. Duncan, aged 54 years, 8 
months, and 13 days. [No date of death 
given].-En. 

At Cheltenham, Mo., August 22d, 1876, 
David Daniel Williams, son of brother Thom
as and sister Mary Williams, aged 1 year, 
6 months and 8 days. 

At Clay, Harrison county, Mo., Septem
ber 22d, 1876, of inflammation of the. liver, 
brother John Perrin, aged 34 years. Fu
neral services by brother z. H. Gurley. 

At Davis City, Iowa, September 21st, 1876, 
Abinadi, child of brother Wm. C. and sister 
Emma Lanyon, aged 1 year and 9 months. 

[This is a correction sent by Br. Lanyon 
of the previous notice sent by him, arriving 
aft\Jr we had gone to press with the last 
issue. ]-En. 

THE following from an exchange concerning 
the Pope shows the zeal, energy, watchful
ness and labor of the great head over that 
organization which supplanted Christ's 
Church, in propagating error, superstition 
and abomination of worship before high 
heaven; while truth gains no vaulted seat 
with men, and her teachers no renown from 
them; but her zealous ones can find a lesson 
in it: 

"The Holy Father seems to have received 
renewed vigor of mind and body on enter
ing into his eighty-fifth year. Every day 
thousands of the faithful flock to the Vati
can from every part of the world; and 
whilst they are filled with admiration at the 
firmness of soul of the grand old man,. and 
at his incomparable goodness, they are no 
less struck with his wondrous solicitude 
for all the churches; no country on the 
globe escapes him; there is none so distant 

·or so humble as to be absent from his 
thoughtful care. From the Vatican he di
rects the movements of the numerous army 
of Missionaries he has sent out to conquer 
the Pagan, Protestant, or schismatic world. 
Neither the labors, nor the dangers of these 
humble and gallant soldiers of the Cross are 

unknown to him. He inflames the zeal of 
some, he gives confidence to others, and an 
have a share of his counsel, encouragement, 
and praise. If the needs of their missions· 
call them to Rome, close to the infallible 
chair of Peter, to imbibe thence fresh ardor 
·and courage, how cordially they are wel
comed! With what interest does the illus
trious Pontiff listen to the recital of their 
struggles and success, and how lavish tc 
them is his generous heart of consolations 
and spiritual favors!"-New York Tablet. 

GOLDEN GRAINS. 
The best prayers are those we try to an

swer ourselves after we have made them. 
The Bible being a religious book, there

fore the clause that man has sought out ma-. 
ny inventions, evidently had reference to • 
the many denominations that were to spring 
up on the earth like mushrooi;ns, all inferior 
to God's beautiful house, or gospel plan. 

Glory is the fair child of peril. 
Hard, horny hands, embrowned by the 

sun and roughened by labor, are more hon
orable thau white ones that never reached 
out to help a fellow creature, or added a 
dollar to the world's wealth. 

The.paths of glory lead but to the grave. 
Gravity is a mysterious carriage of the 

body, invented to cover the defects of the 
mind. 

"The proper punishment," says Lardner, 
"of a low, me:i,n, indecent, scurrilous way 
of writing, seems to be neglect, contempt, 
scorn, and final indignation." 

The noblest motive is to honor God, and 
strive to most public good. 

An honest reputation is within the reach 
of all meu; they obtain it by social virtues 
and by doing their duty. This kind of rep
utation, it is true, is neither brilliant nor 
startling, but it is often the most useful for 
happiness. 

Pomposity may be mistaken for dignity. 

Addresses. 
John IL Hansen, Farmington, Graves 

county, Ky. 
Asa S. Cochrane, Secretary of the Order 

of Enoch, Davis City, Decatur county, Iowa. 
M. H. Forscutt, box 400, Nebraska City, 

Nebraska. 
E. C. Briggs, Wheeler's Grove, Pottawat

tamie county, Iowa. 
Phineas Cadwell, President of the Second 

Quorum of Elders, Logan, Harrison county, 
Iowa. 

Donald Maule, Secretary of the Second 
Quorum of Elders, Magnolia, Harrison comn
ty, Iowa. 

John C. Foss, Machias, Maine. 
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15 November 76. 
..ii@'> Look Here.-A mark opposite this notice 
will inform subscribers that their time is out with 
tlie number thus marked, as many fail to notice the 
·time on their label. Remittances are desired. 

Attention is called to the last page, where is given 
full instructions about how and to whom to send all 
money, orders, and business letters, as recently ad
-vised. 

PUBLICATIONS ISSUED AND FOR SALE 
BY THE 

Board of Publication of the Reorganized Church, 
AT TREIB PUBLISHING HOUSE 

PLANO, KENDALL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
--ototo--

True Latter Day Saints' Herald: 
A semi-monthly periodical, 32 pages, edited by JOSEPH 
SMITH and HENRY A. STEBBINS. This is an official or
~gan, explanatory of the faith of the church, and con
tains correspondence from different parts of the world, 
giving accounts of the progress of the church, and 
setting forth the dealings of God with his people. 

Price $2.15 per year, half year $1.10, per quarter 55 
·cents, free of postage. 

, Zion's Hope: 
A semi-monthly paper for.children and Sunday Schools 
'E<lited by JOSEPH SMITH and HENRY A. STEBBINS. 

Price 60 cents per annum, 30c. per half year, free 
·of postage. 

Every child in lsrael should be supplied with the 
HOPE. It is designed specially to qualify them for 
,the great future, in which we anticipate their per
forming so important a part. 

Holy Scriptures : 
Inspired Translation by Joseph the Martyr. 

Bound in Roan, ...... ...... .. .... 2 20 
" Imitation Turkey, gilt ........ 2 70 

New Testament, inspired 65 

Book of Mormon: 
Full Roan, sprinkled edges, •..... . ..... 1 25 
Full ':l1urkey Morocco, marbled edges ...... 1 75 
,Full Turkey Morocco, full gilt, gilt edges, ...... 2 25 

Doctrine and Covenants. 
Iu sprinkled Sheep........ .. ..... 1 25 
In Morocco, marpled edges, ...... 1 75 

The Saints' Harp-Hymn Book: 
Bo,md in Roan, plain ...... .. .... 1 25 

" Roan, gilt, gilt edges ...... 1 75 
Morocco, plain, marbled edges ...... 2 00 

Hesperis: 
Poems, by David H. Smith, 202 pages, fancy 

cloth, gilt edges ...... 1 50 

Blank Books: 
·Branch Records, well bound in Leather backs and cor

ners, muslin sides, printed headings, and ruled for 
312 names. Every branch should have one. 2 00 

Branch Records, same as above, for 624 names. 3 00 
District Records, printrd headings and ruled for 

1.248 names, and bound same as above i 3 00 
Bra)lch Finance Book, heaqed and ruled 

··for receipts and expenditures· of money, for Branch. 
District, and general Church funds; price 35 cts. 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Ordination Certificates, 

bound in flexible covers, 40 cents each. 

Licenses and Notices: 
Elder's, Licenses, per hundred 
Priest's " " a 
Teacher's 
,Deacon's ....... 
•Blank Notices for Lectures, per hundred 

H H " Preaching· ' •' 

....... 1 00 
....... 100 
....... 1 00 
....... 1 00 
....... 50 

" Two Days' Mee~ings, per 100 
50 
50 

ATTENTION. 
We will send to any Express Office in the United 

States, free of express charges, a set of 

Bancroft's Native Races of the 
Pacific States ! 

On receipt of the price, Bound in Five Volumes. 

Fine English ClOth .......•.••...•• $25 50 
Leather, Library Style ...•..•....• 32 50 
Half Morocco, Marbled Edge. . . . . . • 37 50 
Half Calf, Gilt Back, Marbled Edge. 40 00 
Half Russia, Marbled Edge • . . . . . . • 40 00 
Full Russia ....••••..••....••••.•. 50 00 
Tree Calf, Gilt Back and Edge • . . • • 50 00 
~ This work is acknowledged to be the Grandest 

Literary Achievement of the age. It has received the 
endorsement of the most eminent men of letters, and 
leading literary reviews and journals, in Europe and 
America. , 
~ It 1s illustrated with over 400 Engravings and 

Ten Copper-plate l\Iaps, and contains 4091 pages.' No 
public or private library complete without it. 

Remitto A. L. BANCROFT 9° 00., 
' 721)\farket Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

Centennial Red uotion 
In Advertising. 

Three thousand, two hundred and fifty dollars worth 
of newspaper advertising, ,at publishers' schedule 
rates,· given for $700,' and a three months', note ac
cepted in payment from advertisers of responsibility. 
A printed. list, giving. Name; Character, Actual Daily 
and Weekly' Circulation, and Schedule Rates of Ad· 
vertising, sent free to any address. Apply to Geo. P. 
Rowell & Co., Newspaper Advertisi.ng Agents, 41 Park 
Row, New York. 

LITHOGRAPH PICTURE OF NAUVOO 
TEMPLE, 18 x,26 Inches, 

Sent by mail, carefully packed, for $1.25. 

FORSCUTT AND SHINN DISCUSSION. 

DISCUSSION BETWEEN 

REV. JOHN L. SHINN, 
Of the Universalist Church, and 

ELDER MARK H. FORSCUTT, 
Of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter Day Saints. 

J. L. Shinn affirms that "The Bible teaches 
that the Coming of Christ to judge the 

World is now past." 
Mark H. Forscutt affirms that "The Bible 

teaches the Literal Resurrection of the 
Body from the Grave." 

Price: Cloth, 75 cts.; Paper, 50 cts. 

THE TRUE LATTER DAY SAINTS' HEEALD is published 
SEMI-MONTHLY, at Plano, Kendall Co., Illinois, by the 
Board of Publication of the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and is edited by 
JosEPH SMITH and HENRY A. STEBBINS. $2.15 per yee,r• 

All remittances, orders, and business c'!)mmunica.
tions intended for the office of publication, mnst b9 
directed to Henry A. Stebbins, Box 50, Plano, KendaU 
lb., Ills.. 411 sums over l(ive Dollars shonl~ be sent by 
Draft on Chicago, Post Office Order on' Plano, by regis· 
tered letter, or by Express. Remittances sent in any 
other manner will be at the risk of the sender. 
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"HEARKE·N TO THE WORD OF THB LORD, FOR THERB SHALL NOT ANY MAN AMONG YOU HAVM 8.AVlll I'f BE 
on WIFE; A.ND CONOUBINEB HE SHALL HAVB NON»."-Book of Mormoo. 

"WREN Tlll RIGHTEOUS ARE IN AUTHORITY, TH.II PEOPLB Blli:JOIOJI j RUT WHJijN THB WIOKED BEAlmTH 
RULE, THE PEOPLE MQURN."-.Prov. 29 :2. 

Vol. 23 PLANO, ILL., DECEMBER 1, 1876. No.23. 

Viicis§itudes of Ephraim. cheri~h the glorious promise of the fa. 
This is intended as a sketch of his ture, that they will yet give law to the 

"tribal history, illustrative of the promi- nations who have oppressed them,· and 
nence given to his character in prophet- sway the scepter over the entire earth; 
ic testimony. and, even to.day, some of the chief men 

Of the personal of the man, whose of the nations, who direct and control 
name as the progenitor of the people of their destinies, are the sons of old Israel, 
whom we write, little is known; when men of renown. 
bistory introduces him to the world lie I<Jphraim's ancrntry were mighty men 
was but a child, who in company with before the Lord. Abraham the founder 
bis father Joseph, was paying his first of the family is called the friend of God j 
visit to the residence of his. grand par- and, through his steadfast faith, be be
ent, Jacob, who at that time was .sick came heir of the world, and obtained 
unto death. His own father, Joseph, the promise "In thee and in thy seed 
was then governor over all the land of shall all the nations of the earth be 
Egypt, although he had been carried blessed." Of Jacob, his grandfather, the 
:into that land a slave, having been un- angel testified, "as a prince thou hast 
feelingly sold by his brethren, through power with God and with man and hast 
envy, growing out of his dreams, fore- prevailed;" and, under the hand of this 
shadowing his future eminence. But He prince, this man of power, with God and 
who made known his future, gave him with man, was bestowed the invoked 
wisdom and favor even in his adversity, blessings upon the head of Ephraim, 
whereby he became the savior of his blessings exceeding any given to his own 
father, ~ind all hi~ house, and thus fol- son, even the birthright of the tribes. 
filled his dream, that "the sun and moon "Let my name [Israel] be named upon 
and eleven stars made obeisance unto the lads, and the names or my fathers Abra
him." ham, and Isaac, and let them grow into a 

multitude in the midst of the earth * ;f in 
Ephraim's ancestry are the most illus- thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make 

trions race of men upon record, as con thee as Ephraim and Mana.sseh, and he set 
nected with, the moral history of the Ephraim beforn Manasseh." 

world; who, in accordance with the In this act of blessing occurs an inci
promises made unto their fathers, have. dent worthy of note. We read that in 
from generation unto generation, been order to confer special blessing the right 
preserved amid the wreck of kingdoms hand was used in blessing Ephraim, for 
and overthrow of empires, wherein from which purpose the patriarch willingly 
time to time they have sojourned j and, crossed his hands, placing the right hand 
although subjected to the most cruel upon the head of Ephraim the younger, 
perRecution, contempt,_ and scorn, por· and his left hand upon the head of 
tions of them still exist as a distinct Manasseh the older. This to their fa. 
people. And with an unbroken histo;y I ther's ·mind was a mistake, which he at
of about four thousand years, who still tempted to correct- but the patriarch 

WhokNo.359, J 
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declared himself cognizant, by saying, 1 the addition of the word as, in connec-
"l know it, my son, I know it; he, Ma- tion with the words, "multitude of na

nasseh, shall become a people, shall be tions.'' So that I read it, "become as a. 
great; but truly his younger brother shall multitude of nations.'' Without that. 
be greater than he, his seed shall become d 
as a multitude of nations." a~en a~ion, the. prophecies concerning 

Evidently thflre was a significance at- him are irreconcilable, self contradictory,. 
tached to the use of the right hand over and cannot be explained. 
that of the left; so both Joseph and his Rachel, the grandmother of Ephraim, 
father understood. I have used the seems to have had a vision concerning 
comparative term as in connection with the outcast, wandering conditi1:m of her· 
the emphatic expression of the pat1·iarch descendants j one which is said to have 
declaring that Ephraim should become caused her such great pain and anguish 
a multitude of nations, which has never of heart that she refused to be comfort
had a fulfillment; neither, according to ed (Jer. 31: 15). I am aware that this· 
the records of Isaiah 7 : 8, and Hosea 9: scene of Rachel's sorrow has been ap-
19, can such an event, only as it regards plied as having its fulfillment in the 
numbers, ever have an accomplishment. slaughter of the innocents, in Bethlehem. 

At the death of Solomon the Hebrew of Judea at the time of the birth of J e
nation became divided, and, at the time sus Christ, who~e destruction was con• 
Isaiah prophecied, Ephraim was at the templated by Herod in that massacre;. 
head of the kingdom of Israel; and be- but those children were not her descend
<iause he conspired with Syria against ants, but were of the tribe of Judah and 
Judah, Isaiah was instructed to say that of the house of David, as was the Mes
before three score and :five years shall siah, through whose loins he was to ap. 
Ephraim be broken and cease to be a pear,-Bethlehem, or the city of David' 
people; consequently could never again as it was sometimes called, being the 
exist as a distinct Ephraimitish nation- family inheritance (Luke 2; John 7: 42:} 
ality, much. less as a multitude of na- The event contemplated by Rachel in 
tions; and as evidence of the intention vis~on, is very properly recorded by Jer
e_xpressed in the rebuke given by Isaiah, emiah, 31st chapter, to contrast with the· 
the Lord subsequently threatened the restitution, when the wandering outcast 
house of Judah for their transgressions condition of her descendants wouia cease· 
with a chastisement similar to that which and when Ephraim "like the firstling'j 
had been brought upon Ephraim, which or first born of Joseph's bullock would 
ultimately was fulfilled. The condition be placed in possession of his inherit
of the one became the condition of them ance, and commencing his mission of 
both, unto this day; outcasts, possessing pushing the people together from the 
neither domain nor recognized national ends of the earth (Deut. 33 : 17). For 
existence among men. To Judah he the assurance was given Rachel that her 
said, children should "return from the land 

"I will cast you out of my sight, as I have of the enemy," and "come again to their 
cast out all your brethren even the whole own border," which could never occur 
seed of Ephraim. "-J er. 7 : 15. had they been destroyed in death. 

"Ephraim is smitten, their root is dried M ·f h 
up! the! shall bea: no fruit; yea though they J' oreover I t e Indians are Ephraim 
bring forth yet will I slay even the beloved as has been alleged, they have not bee~ 
fruit of the womb. My God will cast them absent from their own borders nor in 
away, because they did not hearken unto an enemies' land, but vice versd is the 
him; and they shall be wanderers among fact, .the enemy having had possession 
the nations."-Hosea 9: 16, l 7. of his border. Such is the evidence 

I have made these quotations, not on. showing the misapplication of the event 
ly to show the whereabouts and condi- contemplated in prophetic vision by the 
tion of Ephraim, but also to substantiate grandmother of Ephraim, when' he was· 
my apparent interpolation of Jacob's an outcast in the enemies' land. 
blessing upon the head of Ephraim, by We have now traced Ephraim to a. 
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point where, to the eye of man, his iden
tity would be forever lost, and his res
toration an impossibility; but not so 
with Him who knoweth the end from 
'the beginning. 

"For, lo, I will command, and I will sift 
'the house of Israel among all nations, like 
<Jorn is sifted in a sieve; yet shall not the 

· 1east grain fall upon the earth."-Amos 9:9. 

Thus is the identity and restoration 
, of the outcasts and dispersed assured; 

and tlie Lord by proclamation calls upon 
·the world to give heed to the subject. 

"Hear the word of the Lord, 0 ye nations, 
, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, 
·He that scattered Israel will gather him 
and keep him as a shepherd doth his flock. 

· * * * For I am a father to Israel, and Eph
raim is my first born. * * * Therefore they 

· shall come and sing in the height of Zion, 
and flow together to the goodness of the 
Lord ; * ·:E- * and their soul shall b.e as a wa
tered garden; and they shall not sorrow any 
more at all. I have surely heard Ephraim 
bemoaning himself thus: Thou hast chastis-

, ed me, and I was chastised as a bullock un
accustomed to the yoke; turn thou me, and I 
shalt be turned; for thou art the Lord my 

·God. * * * I will surely have mercy up
on him, saith the Lord."-Jer. 31: 10, 9, 

.12, 18, 20. 

But the question occurs, bow. or in 
.vhat way, was Ephraim revealed? An
swer, In the only way possible, namely, 
by revelation; not directly in so many 
words, but incidentally, as a part of the 
marvelous work and wonder, in the com
ing forth of the Book of Mormon. The 
prophecies therein which show the work 
that should be performed by its transla
tion; and the fulfillment by him of those 
predictionti, these establish his lineage 
.and identity as beini< Ephraimitish with 
certainty, as the sequel will show. 

Upon Manasseh, conjointly with 
Ephraim, as has been shown, was con
ferred the birthright in the tribes of Is
rael (1 Chron. 51;h chapter). Manas
seh, the eldest, was, through Lehi his 
descendant, put in possession of the pat
rimony pertaining to the office of the 
priesthood; which inheritance was first 
obtained by Jacob, and by him confer
red upon Joseph, to be transmitted to 
the two lads, which together with.· the 
priesthood, descended by 
J osep_h himself, as the first 

chel, who was the legitimate wife of Ja
cob, was recognized by the heavens as 
the priest of the family, and was gifted 
as a seer and prophet; and, by the means 
of that gift, during the famine which 
prevailed in Egypt and adjacent lands, 
he became a savior to the entire house 
of his father. 

It is said of Judah that he, in some 
way, prevailed above his brethren, and 
that of him came the chief ruler; but, 
as seen, the birthright was Joseph's. 
This promise of chief rulership gave 
Judah a preeminence with the tribes, so 
long as they remained in Palestine, or, as 
the condition reads, the scepter should 
not depart from Judah until the Shiloh 
should come; but the rejection of that 
personage by the house of Judah when 
he appeared in their midst, cost them 
the loss of the scepter, and the kingdom 
was taken from them and given to a na
tion bringing forth the fruit thereof, 
(Matt. 21 : 43), which nation, or its peo
ple, were the other sheep, those whom 
the Messiah said should hear his voice 
(John 10: 16). These other sheep, of 
necessity, were a branch of the house of 
Israel, became the Messiah, said that he 
was only sent to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel (Matt. 15 : 24.) 

Jacob said, respecting Joseph's fruit
fulness, "his branches run over the wall;" 
and both Jacob and lVJoses said that 
Joseph's posterity should receive spec
ial revelation, "even the precious things 
of heaven,'' al~ the t.ime of the min
istry of Jesus. 'Yhen he spoke those 
things the Manassehites had become 
a nation, having emigrated under the 
guidance of the Almighty, six hun
dred years before Obrist; this emigrat
ing party having been instructed to ieave 
Jerusaiem just before Nebuchadnezar 
destroyed it and carried Judah captive 
to Babylon. Ezekiel records the declar
ation of the Lord respecting it: 

"Thus saith the Lord, I will also take the 
highest brrtnch of the high cedar, and will 
set it. * * In tho mountnin of the height 
of Israel will I plant it, aµd it shall bring 
forth boughs and bear fruit., and be a good-
ly ceda.r. "-Ezek. 17: 22, 23. 

Their history states that for three 
'hundred years after the ministrations of 
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the Messiah unto them, and conferred dom, * -x- Yea, Joseph truly said, thus saith 
the kingdom on them, they brought the Lord unto me: A choice seer will I raise 
forth the fruit thereof; and unto them, up out of the fruit of thy loins, and he shall 

be highly esteemed among the fruit of thy 
as related in their record, Jesus revealed loins; and unto him will I give a command
the new and everlasting covenant prom- ment, that he shall do a work for the fruit 
ised to Israel in J er. 31 : 31-34; which of thy loins, his brethren, which shall he of 
he commanded them to write, as contain- great worth unto them; even to the bring
ing the fullness of the gospel, "the great ing them to a knowledge of the covenants, 

which I have made with thy father. And 
things of the law,'' which is embodied I will give him a commandment that he 
as a part of their history; and when shall do none other work save the work 
they fell from their steadfastness and which I shall command him -x- * * And unto· 
became apostate, their last prophet, Mo- him will I give power to bring forth my 

· · ,, h ·a · word unto the seed of thy loins; and not to 
rom, was mstructeu to 1 e it up unto the bringing forth of my word only, saith 
the Lord, to come forth in due time "by the Lord, but to the convincing of my word 
way of Gentile;" and, as we learn by which shall have already gone forth among 
Ezekiel 37th chapter, that it was to be them. Wherefore the fruit of thy loins shaU 
put into the hand of Ephraim, not as write, and the fruit of the loins of Judah 
his own history, but as the record of Jo- shall write; and that which shall be writ- -

ten by the fruit of thy loins, and also that 
seph, to be united with the record of which shall be written by the fruit of the 
Judah (the Bible), which he already loins of Judah, shall grow together to the· 
had in his sojourn among the Gentile na- confounding of false doctrine, and laying 
tions; and, having partaken of their down of contentions and est.ablishing peace 
customs, and their corrupted forms of among the fruit of thy loins, and bringing 

them to a knowledge of their fathers in the 
worship, which denies the power of God-. latter day; and also my covenants saith the 
liness, "the great things of the law when Lord * * * Behold I am sure of the fulfill
presented to him were accounted as a ment of this promise; and his name shall 
strange thing."-Hosea 8 : 12. Yet be called after me, and shall be called after
those conJ· oined records are the prima the name of his father * * * For the thing 

which, the Lord shall bring forth by his 
facie evidence of his priesthood, as the hand by the power of the Lord shall bring 
:first born of Israel, in the "times of the my people to salvation; yea thus prophe
restitution of all things spoken by all cied Joseph."-2 Nephi 2d chapter. 
the prophets since the world began;" From the manner in which Lehi 
and the subject matter of his instruction dwells upon these prophecies of Joseph, 
in his mission, for the gathering of the in relation to the choice seer, it would 
people. seem that he entertained the idea that he 

Lehi, who, as shown, was a Manas- would be a descendant in his own house, 
sehite, in blessing his sons previous to but the quotations do not substantiate 
his death, quotes from a pri01· record, it; and the work performed by that seer, 
which they seemed to have had, contain- taken in connection with the prophecies 
ing prophecies of Joseph who was car- respecting Ephraim, presents it in an
ried captive into Egypt, and saying that other light, even if he so thought. 
he was a decendant of his, and how great In the days of the seer, the writings 
were the covenants which the Lord made of Judah (referred to above), beyond a 
unto Joseph; also saying that Joseph few missionary efforts, were not had 
truly saw their day, and that to him it among the remnants of this land; nei
was revealed that the Lord would raise ther did the seer convince them of the 
up a righteous branch of his seed, one truth of the word he had brought forth; 
that should be broken off, yet, neverthe- and, beyond a few of the Black Hawk 
less, to be remembered in the covenants brnd of the Sioux which visited Nauvoo 
of the Lord in the latter day,- once or twice, it is not remembered that 

"That the Messiah should be made mani- he n1ade any personal effort to teach. 
fest unto them in the latter ·days, in the .•them;; and so far from being highly es
spirit of power, unto the bringing of the · e~!!~; among them, it is questionable 
out of darkness into light, yea out of hid. .. y~~ the party named if he was known, 
den darkness, and out of captivity into free::"f> .fli';i;leer to exist. 
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It therefore follows that the failure of the land, although descendants of Jo
the prophesies, as applied to the work of seph, are Manassehites, and notl<Jphraim, 
the seer, in connection with the rem- as hath hitherto been claimed, for it 
nants of the land, who are shown to be matters not who may liave been con .. 
~lanassehites, is conclusive of their mis- nected with the emigration party, they 
application in that direction. On the all lost their identity in that family. It 
other hand, his success was marvelous in further appears th~t I:Dphraim ;an not· 
convincing "his brethren," the Ephraim- be found, only among the Gentile na
ites, among whom he lived and minis- tions, and in that condition they as the 
tered, of the truth of the word which he remnant of Jacob are "in the midst of 
brought forth. In a few years, tens of many people as a dew from the Lord, as 
thousands accepted it as the word of the the showers upon the grass, that farrieth 
Highest; and by obedience to the gos- not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of 
pel they realized its power, and came to men."-Micah 5: ·7. For when the voice 
the knowledge of the covenants of the of the Good Shepherd salutes his oar his 
Lord, and were thereby brought out of heart is made to rejoice, and then is fol
darkness unto light, yea, out of hidden filled the scripture: 
darkness and out of captivity unto free- "I have surely heard Ephraim b-2moaning 
dom. By them he was, and is to this himself thus: 'rbou hast chastised me, and 
day, hib"hly esteemed. l was chastised. as 3, bullock unaccustomed 

to the yoke: t~rn thou me aod I shall bo 
Joseph, the latter day seer, agreeably turned; for thou nrt the Lord my God."

to the prophecies quoted, was a lineal Jer. 31: 18. 
descendant of the Joseph who was sold Thus is ruanifestecl tho wisdom and 
into Egypt; yet his nationality was Gen- goodne~s of the Lord unto all nations; 
tile, which explains the phrase, "by he bringeth the light out of darkness 
way of Gentile," in the preface of the and that which was a chastiaement 
Book of Mormon, having reference to the Jacob is made a blessing to the people, 
channel through which it would appear. even as dew from the I,ord. 

Beyond controversy the seer was the In :11iphraim's obedience to the gospe'I 
firstborn of the restitution; the first man in their scatt.ered condition, they become 
inducted into the kingdom by the ordi- a manifold nucleus for the clmrch, n 
nances of heaven, and the work which branch here and another there; and in 
he accomplished proves him an Elias of their gathering and sepamtion there is a 
"the dispensation of the fullness of warning voice to the inhabitants of the 
times" (Eph. 1: 10), the rertorer of the earth. Thus is fulfilled the narable 
priesthood and the fullness of the gospel; wherein the kingdom of heaven i~ liken
not as a deduction from the word, but in €d unto leaven ~which a woman hi cl in 
conformity thereunto, and by the revela- three measures of meal until the whole 
tion of the angel, as had been before de- was leavened, (Matt. 13 : 331, the meal 
clared (Rev. 14 : 6), and that, too, be- being the house of Israel." To them as 
fore witnesses appointed to be partakers a nation was t"!:ie kingdom or government 
with him of the grace of God. ]!'or, in of the earth offered through Moses, and 
conferring the priesthood upon him, 01- the J~ord directed him to say: 
iver Cowdery was likewise at the same "If ye will obey my voice indeed, and 
time so endowed. \Vitness was neces- I ~eep my covenant, then ye shall be a, pec.u-· 
sary to give validity of the appointment I liar treasure unto me above all people: for 
for the unevidenced assumino> of 011 ~ all the ~arth is mine: and ye shall be unto 

• • • 0 • me a kingdom of priests, and an holy na-
man imposes no obhgat10n of evidence, I tion."-Ex. 19 : 5, El. 

but in the mouth of two or thre~ wit- I That blessir.ig and privilege they re
nesses shall evel'y word be established, I fused and the law of carnal eommand
and Jesus d.eclare~,that "the testimony ment~ was then enforced, as a retaining 
of two men 1s true. John8: 17. power, and a school-master to finally 

The readers have now before them the bring them to Christ. On their scat
proof that the remnants who are left of tered and sub.divided condition the: 
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kingdom was first offered to Judah, but we will love all his works. The better 
as a house they rejected the King who a man or woman understands the great 
in person made the offer. Then, as be- Author's handiwork, the less he or she 
fore shown. a branch of the Manasseh- feels themselves to be, and the more how 
Hes receiv~d the kingdom and its cove- dependent they are upon him. There is 
nant from the Messiah in person; and no tree in all the grove but has its 
they for a time observed to keep and re- charms, and each has its hue peculiar, 
tain it, but finally apostatized and were as the poet has truly written. Nature 
destroyed. From that time the church seems to verify this; for, as we go 
went into the wilderness, until the period through the country, we realize that all 
for the ushering in of the dispensation the works of God have their several 
of the fullness of times, when all things beauties. Hill and valley, mountain 
in Christ are to be gathered into one. and canyon, sea and land, lake and river, 
(Eph. 1 : lG). That authority or dispen- earth and sky, cloud. and sunshine, light 
sation is put into the hand of Ephraim, and darknes<:>, and in all the other works 
as the firstborn of the restitution; and of God there is an appeal to us to realize 
he in his turn, as the third measure of his bounty, his goodness and his love. 
meal, received the kingdom upon the 'vY e were in the beginning created in the 
land of his inheritance; and he forth- I image of Him who is the author of all 
with sendeth ambassadors by sea, in 1 good, and from him springs, directly and 
swift rushing vessels, dispensing the I indirectly, all our happiness. , 
bread of life to all nations, and com- . We read in the book of Job that the 
rnences to push the people together from rocks bear testimony of God, for they 
the ends of foe earth, and then is ful- show some of the wondrous power of 
filled the saying, "the first shall be last the great Creator ages before man exist
and the last shall be first." Judah was ed in the flesh. Our planet has been 
the first and Ephraim the last, but now constantly improving through long ages, 
in the restitution, Ephraim is the first and it will be made the celestial abode 
and Judah the last to enter the covenant. of God's people, for they seek a city 
(Ezek. 20 : 35-37; .and Zach. 14th whose maker is God. MumLLo. 
chapter). And from the latter day Zion, .-.-~-
the metrnpolitan city of Ephraim, shall 
go forth the law to all nations; (Micah 
,Joth and to them sh~Jl the ten 

nol'iJ1 country seek for 
as it is ·written: 

"ViC'!!'ll§ ®~ tll~e Hisb@]H:·ic." 

The above named article, in Herald 
of October 1st, seems premature to me, 
and as such will probably die the death 
common to untimely births. I conclude 

sh£<ll bring forth their :rich this.for the reasons, that the "Quorum of 
the children of Ephraim my 

-r- -« '~ And then shall they fall Twelve" have neve1· presented a "State
<.J.own ;1nJ be crowned with glory, even in ment of I'rinciples" in the columns of 

c. 

by ihe hands of the servants of the the Herald asking the Bishopric to re .. 
e.ven ths chllchen of Ephraim."-D. , spond to it,' neith~i· have they ·published 
, 

6
· in their epistle anything which savors of 

Thus we have found Ephraim among the idea that they have the right to "col
t he Gentiles, having identified him by lect and disburse" tithing at their option 
"the great things of the law," gathered inclividualZv; neither did they at the 
him to Zion, and sanctified him by the last Annual Conference affirm such posi-
satne rnle. .JosrAn ELLS. tion in Quorum capacity; and before the 

·---~-__,,__,,._,,._ Bishopric shall attempt to give its 
l'llfe11:lliitaiti®n1!l. "views" again, I suggest that it first 

Tho yegetable kingdom, that which make itself acquainted with the posi·
olothes and covern the earth, was given tion, and instead of beating the air, or 
w beautify the abode of the animal king- fighting a phantom through the columns 
dom, and it has been and may be studied of the Herald, please FIRST to confer 
by man with profit; for if we love God with the Quorum of the Twelve on such 
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matters in which ;_rou may ?e jointly in-1 ter system be adop~ed.· in l'egard to finan
tereste~, and especia!lY. so wner: ~ou hare ces. The "loosenmg'' of this quorum's 
been laiu_lly a~d ch_nstwnly solzcded so to I ha:n?s has ~ee.n with ri, vengeance, ~er
do, bearmg rn mmd that others have I tam1y, and 1t rn to be hoped that they 
feelings as well ag yourselves. I enjoy it, "for kt a man be what h(J ma1:, 

I forbear any lengthened comments ! a man's a nrnn for .a' that." · 
upon this matter for the present, and I 'l'be Quorum of the Seventy, the right 
will notice but one or two items. vVe J hand supporters of the Twelve, ate near
are told in this paper that "executing 1 ly all-or at least n. large majority are-
the law of tithing" "only means obta1'.n- ! nobly engaged in ''pfrkin[J,'' and 
ing funds for the Church; that is teach- I they doubtless a1l will be soon, we 
ing its proz;rie(1f, necessity an~ legali~v·" I ~do,~t.th~ "Bi1~~1oprio's ~i~w." of "outl;in
I am astomshed that the wnters of the I 1ng tithing. borne good Sam t may thrnk 
article would or could have done such that these quorums are not willing to 
injustice to the word "obtainiiw" 01• make proper sacrifice by walking instead 
"obtained," when \{f ebster says it ~ieans ?f ricl~ng, ~nd going thinly clad, and do
"To get hold of by effort, to gain ros- rn.g with little to eat, &c., &c.; true, my 
SESSION of, to acquire." The contrast friend, that all may be; but pray, how 
is so great it needs no comment. vvith much sacrifice are you willing to make? 
the proper definition of the word before If any, please manifest. it by your works. 
us we can readily understand the Lord 'i'he 'l'welvo and Seventy might forego 
when he says·:-"The 'fwelve will take all those things just enumerated, but 
measures in connection with the Bishop 1~nfortunatt:ly their familie;: do not sub-
[ not Bishopric] to execute tho Jaw of s1st pleasant~'/ on 1cii1d. Wind is very· 
tithing; and let them before God 888 to good at times, ar,d in itf: proper ; 
it, that the temporal moans so OBTAINED but for steady diet its rather thin. 
is truly used for the purposes of the I feel grateful to the Bishopric for t110 
Church," etc. In the ,, executing the ela~orate quotations given, defining the 
l.aw" and "obt.aining'' tithing, the Bishnp dutws of ~he 'i'we'.ve, and it i~ to be 
seems here to be placed on a par with the hoped. tnac the said guor:1m _ vnll now 
Quorum of 'rwelve; but if the definition learn Its and govern 1tself accord-
of the word "obtained," as given by the ingly. if not considered presump-
Bishopric, was adopted, the c1ep.leted tuous, by of remembra'1 Ce "in all 
condition of the treasurv would in all kindliness," hereby offer for the care
probability continue just "so long as that ~ul pernsal of the Bishopric, the follow .. 
policy was pursued. The very-disaster of l Tim. 3 :1-7, 
that I believe God foresaw when he gave read the same, 
command in 1861 to enforce the law of i:.:ia:y the L~rd seal the inst.ruction to 
tithing, which if heeded would adjust tne;r mutuai good. 
much difficulty. In 1865 the J,ord gave :Praying Gocd to bless with wisdom «.nd 
another command, and it reads thus:- discretion his people. I remain a confe:;
"Loosen ye one another's hands and up- sor of the faith of Chri~t. 
hold one another, that ye who are of the Z. H. Gur.L1~Y 
Quorum of the 'l'welv~ may ALI, labor Dms era, Iowa, Oct!: 1S7G. 

in the vineyard, for upon you rests much Jte~ni's OE.·i~·iiu. 
responsibility." L) 1cr ea1' _,_cmlcl :-'11hrough your coi-

I believe that all, or nearly all of that umns we c:m convey our opinions one to 
quorum have been compelled to settle another; but I do not wish to give my 
down "like a parcel of black-birds" (as opinion at this foiie, for I only want 
a brother mildly put it) and piclc for some information, my understanding not 
themselves, not being averse to the first being quite clear on one subject; and 
law of nature, .£. e. "self-preservation," that is this : "While reading an article in 
and they will probably continue to "pick" Herald of August 1st, 1876, page 454, 
for some time to come, unless some bet- entitled "Opinion," by Bro. T. IiJ. Lloyd, 
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I found it quite different from the opin- ten to the children of Ephraim. It 
ion or understanding that I have. He cannot be the Book of Mormon then, 
1lays that the Book of Mormon states, as for that was writ.ten to or by the Ne
.a matter of history, that Lehi was a de- phites, therefore it cannot be the great 
13oendant of Manasseh. Will he tell us things of God's law written to the La
where it states so. Jacob in blessing manites. 
the sons of Joseph, made Ephraim the In Ezekiel, 37th chapter, the Lord 
crown of Joseph's head, by putting the says, there shall be two sticks, one for 
right hand of blessing upon him; and Josevh in the hands of Ephraim, and 
also he said that Manasseh should be for Joseph the stick of Ephraim. Now 
great, but bis younger brother (Ephraim) if the N ephites are not of the seed of 
should be greater than he; and that his Ephraim, then the Book of Mormon 
seed should become a multitude of na- cannot be that stick spoken of by this 
tions, and that his (Jacob's) blessings prophet; and we have no account in the 
had prevailed above that of his progen- Scriptures that God ever wrote any of 
itors, unto the utmost bounds of the his law to the seed of Manasseh. So I 
everlasting hills, and that this blessing conclude that it must be that the Ne
should be upon the head of Joseph and pbites are the children of Ephraim, else 

. upon the bead of him that was separated the Book of Mormon cannot be that 
from his brethren, and Ephraim was stick, nor the great things of God's law 
made the crown of his head, and that that was written; and if the Lamanites 
this land of America must be the land are the children of Ephr;iim, where are 
;=> the everlasting hills, is evident, it I the great things of God's law that were. 
Deing the extreme bounds from Egypt, written then? !'lease explain. This I 
where this blessing was pronounced. think is evidence. 
Hosea 11 : 8-10, the Lord says: A lover of truth and harmony, 

"How shall I give thee up, Ephraim?'"* IoNE VALLEY, Cal. WM. N. DAWSON 

how shall I make thee as Ad mah? '* * mine 
heart is turned within me,**· I will not ()onflict of th.c' A~~s. 
return and destroy Ephraim: for I am God CHAPTER T,-GOOD AND EVIL. 

and not man; the Holy one is in the midst Good and evil are as opposil'e as light 
of thee : -)f .'i- they [the children of Ephraim] I d d k t th bl a' . ' 
shall walk after the Lord : he shall roar, an . ar ,?e~s i ye ey en m every 
then shall the chiidren [of Ephraim] trem- , van~ty o: light and shade betwe~n the 
!til0 from the west." two mfi.mte extremes. The same IS true 

iu Ho;m1 8 : 12, the Lord if we substitute for. good and evil the 
says: '! te~ms virtue and vice; or happiness an~ 

"I have written to him tho great things of nnsery. Between the powers of good ana 
law, but they were counted a,s a strange evil there has been a conflict going on 

" during the entire history of our race. It 
Now it seems to me like this, that the is manifest in every effort to promote 

Lord wrote the great things of his law virtue and subdue vice. It is shown in 
to the children of Ephraim; then, if every attempt to establish good govern
\;be Book of Mormon is that book, the ment; in every e:lfort to protect the nat
~ephites must be of the seed of Ephraim. ural rights of man; hence this conflict, 

In the same Herald is an article head- has not ceased for one sinde hour since 
ed ",Jacob's Blessing," by one "Elias," sin entered our world. ~ 
who supposes that Sariah, Lehi's wife, It is argued by many that "what is 
was an Ephraimite, and that Laman and called evil is only undeveloped good." As 
I1emuel partook of the blood and nature well might we say that darkness is only 
of their mother, as much as did Nephi, undeveloped light, which is not true. 
Jacob and J oaepb, through their father, If it be said that good may and does 
of the seed of Manasseh. Now if the spring out of evil, we admit the truth of 
Lumanites are of the seed of Ephraim the proposition. But we admit it only 

the Nephites are not) where is the in the same sense in which it is said, 
great things of God's law that was writ- "God, who commanded the light to shine 
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out of darkness, hath shined into our Every mother knows this to be tnie. 
hearts, to give the light of the knowl- Hence God says to the full-grown babes 
edge of the glory of God in the face of in Eden, "of all the trees of the garden 
.Jesus Christ." For as darkness cannot thou mayest freely eat." 
cause light, so neither can evil cause But this appetite, this need of food, 
good. The cause, the fountain of good which required a wholesome gratification, 
is the Author and Fountain of light. needed also to be restrained. This is 
Hence Jesus says, ''\Vhy call ye me true of all the passions or propensities of 
good ? There is none good but one, that man. Out of this fact Mmes the need of 
is God." law; law brings restraint, and restraint 

But it has been asked, "Why did the often produces rebellion. "Sin is trans
Infinite God permit the existence of gression of law;" and here the contest 
evil?" As well might we ask, Why did between good and evil, both in heaven 
he permit darkness? Darkness is simply and on earth originated; here the con
absence oflight. Evil is absence of good. flict of the ages began; and here the 
Darkness is total where all light is ex- prime actors in that conflict were made 
eluded. So evil is total where no re- manifest. 
deeming qualities exist. The man and woman, two of the actors 

As day and night have succeeded in this conflict, were responsible to the 

b. h 
. God who created them. God was by 

eac1 ot er ever smce the first day of . ht th L · a h h ·a 
creation; so have good and evil, spirit- ~igth e a~g~~c~; an "'he ~ 0 ~a;, 
uallightanddarkn~ss,chasedeachother ·tho e wavesdo .Pe ts.ea,,," u

1
s ar.~ at" 

:i ' h h th h" f h t ou go an no ,ar .ner, a so sa1u o 
uown t roug e istory o t e ages o Ad d E "B t f th t f th 
the present time. The conflict began in k a~ ~n fve, du'~ .1e t~ee 0

, 1~ heaven, and was carried from thence to 'ntow etc ~e.to" goo an evi' ou sna · 
T"d Th ' · .:i h t ,. h . no ea o. i . 
n en. e popuiar luea t a ·t e pnm- Ob d' t · t l ' •· 
itive state of man was one of holiness e .ienoe 0 m.'ery JUS. aw Drmgs 

d d Dr "t " th t h " or contrnues certam blessmgs, and the 
~fi d un.~~~re . ~JC~ Y; d h; a ;. tw~s transgression thereof must bring pun

. e. twit. JO~ 1.n " 0 t an A18

1
P
1 

er edc · aa- ishment. So it was with this law'; and~ 
m1ms ra 10n, is un rue. goo ness. · a J h k 

11 l h · th t b ' · m or er to earn w at was at sta e, we 
a rea appmess a man as ever en- k th · · h 
· d h b. ht t b h' lf must now e pos1t10n t at man occu-· 
3oye as een wrong ou y imse · d h · h d h" d ' d th (!' f d b ti • d f' pie 1 01' t € rig ts Secure to lill Uil e1· 
u~ _er e uec 1~n an . .Y ie a1 ? that law. 
d1vme power. This fact 18 illustrated m T'I h d . ht t . 1 a . . 
th h . t f' th fi • · th t G 1 .c: e a ng o um versa. omm10n. e is ory o e rs" pair a :<O' G d ~ · d. · 
created. ]-<]den was not happiness. It 0 a.I • 
was only. a place where happiness mi.ght "Be fruitful, and multiply and repienish 

.. the earth, and subdue it; ftnd have dornin-
be found. It was not merely a. place of ion over the fish of the sea, and over tb.e
rest; a place to sing meaningless praises fowl of the air, and over every living thing 
to God; but it was a place where :man that moveth upon the earth."-Gen. 1: 28. 
was put, and commanded to work for He had the privilege of eating of the 
God. ]\fan was created "to till the fruit of the trees, not only of Eden, but 
ground;" he was placed in the garden of the whole world. He had peace in 
"to dress and to keep it." God never his Eden home, where grew "every tree 
designed that man should "eat the bread naturally that is pleasant to the sight;" 
of idleness;" no, not even in Eden. the tree of life was there, by which he 

Hunger produces want; no happiness might secure and preserve a perpetuai 
can be found and death must ensue un- existence without decay; four beautiful 
less that want can be supplied; hence rivers enclosed the land; there was also 
God instructed man to partake of the "much gold, and the gold of that land 
fruit of the trees. The child hungers, was good, and there was the bedellium 
like the lower orders of creation; but, I and onyx stone," and these are else
unlike the animals, he has to be taught where described as "stones of fire." 
that which the beasts know by nature. Beauty and order everywhere existed, 
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without a shade of sorrow. :M:an, then, J clothed with perfect beauty, attracts 
was created to be supreme monarch in a I every one's attention, for Solomon in all 
world where Wctci only good, without I his spiendor was not arrayed like one of 
mixtme of evil, with weans within his these. I look at the blades of the grass, 
reach by which he might haYo perpetu- and how wonderful is every blade. Did 
ated his existence in the health and vig- you ever think of the mystery of its 
or of rrHrnhood forever. growth? Can you explain how and why 

Y{hat was the penalty attached to the 1
1 it grows? To-day it flourisbeth, to-mor-

transgression of' that law? · row it is cut down, it withereth away 
Answer: "In the day thou eatest and is no more. vYho can be compared 

thereof thou shalt surely die." to the grass. I see the corn putting 
The death penalty takes away all forth, first the tender blade. then the 

rights secured by law. Man's empire, con-1, and then the full corn in the ear. 
home, wealth, and life eternal, all, all All this in one short season matures. 
were at stake. All were his, only upon Can we possibly believe that there is no 
condition of obedience. With these in- guiding providence in this? Let us once 
centives to loyvJty to God, and with I consider ourselves as mortal, and as the 
t?e t!neaten?d. penalty in 

1
case of rebel- ~reen h:rb, and we have found ourseI:ves 

hon, ue was ieft to choose oetween good rn our rnfant state. We are maturrng 
and evil. And in the foll light of Bib· as the corn; we have our fragrance as 
lical science we make bold to assert that the rose; the beauty, in part, of the 
good, so far as all responsible beings are lilly; while we are as the grass to perish 
concerned, simply means obedience to and wither away. 
God, an? evil means, reb,ellio~t against j When I look upward I think of the 
God and TM tne will of' the 1 future. where I shall be changed from 
devil. I'he of ~God and evii, in 1 mortality to immortalit.y, and s'hare that 
individuals or communitieH, is rneasmed Celestial reward,-that heavenly rest. 
by fidelity or disobedienct1 to the law or Where does your mind seem to wander? 
will of God. And we chim that God Is it on the present? If so, that is good. 
could not have taken from man his I I am sure we could do no better, for it 
power to disobey, without making him a is the present, and the present only, that 
mere machine, an irresponsible being. I we have to do with. It is the time for 
Satan, the arch-rebel was and is, by all things. To-day, as it is written: To
tight, as responsible to God as is Gabriel day, if you will hear my voice, &c. I 
or any others of the heavenly host. Man, am glad of the accepted time, and I re-

creation, belongs to God, and has joiee in the liberty which is given in a 
ever owed allegience to him; and the land of freedom and of plenty. I say, 
Son of God himself was a probationer fight your battle of life bravely, perse
during his earthly pilgrimage; for, veringly, pleasantly. No matter if life's 
"'l1hough he were a Son, yet learned he disasters sweep over you, more deadly 
obedience by the things he suffered." than the simoon, and even deprive you 
None but responsible beings are directly of life itself; for remember this, that 
engaged in ·ihis grand conflict of the there are marshaled hosts above, and such 
ages; the continued warfare between as you shall be their companions, and the 
good and evil. artillery of heaven will sound your tri-

----~---- umph through all coming time. See the 
Re:Uectiiom;. little sapling, how it is moved by every 

breeze, and whips itself to death against 
the air, while the lordly oak withstands 
every storm. The little rivulet made by 
the falling rain, foams. frets and sinks 
back to earth again, leaving no sign, 
while the mighty Amazon sweeps on and 
on forever, undisturbed, and with face 
as smooth as any mirror. 

'J'ime, which waits for none, as it goes 
on, leaves the children of men to reflect 
upon their surroundings. The wild rose 
of the prairie blooms, and its fragrance 
is not lost, but goes to perfume and 
sweeten t.he air we breathe, yet it is for
gotten by the passer by. And the lilly, 
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I always like to look on the sunny side 
of things; but for one to make a good 
picture, he wants to be in the shade for 
a while, that the light may reflect the 
brighter. Had I never tasted the bit
ter, I never should have had the pleas
ure of the sweet. Had I not had pain, 
I never could have had pleasure. When 
mother Eve gave the apple to Adam, I 
think the expression of Eve to Adam 
was,-it's naughty, but it's sweet. I 
wish I could cherish as good a natme as 
did our first parents in the garden of 
Eden. GEo. l'vI. JAMISON. 

EDEN, Iowa, July 16th, 187G. 

Letter F1rom Bu·o. lViin~HeM. -
Wat§on. 

I have oftert said that there have oc
curred more calamities throughout Chris
tendom in the last forty years than have 
ever. taken place in any one period of 
the same length of time since the de
struction of Jerusalem ; and I think that 
I am right, though I am not so well ac
quainted with histol'y as I know many 
others are. and I would like to see a 
comparison of this kind made by some 
one who is capable of making the facts 
plain in relation to it. For this is the 
day when the facts in relation to the 
present and past teachings of God with 
his people shall be "considered perfect
ly," ( J er. 23 : 20), and it will be worse 
than folly for any man to sophisticate, 
falsify, or try to build up error in the 
earth; for all t11ese things shali be 
swept away with their authors, in the 
present generation. We must therefore 
diligently consider all things that the 
prophets of ancient and modern times 
have spoken, and should hold nothing 
but the truth. 

Now let me soberly and calmly tell you 
that there are things taught by some in 
the Church which are not of God. In 
teaching that the Melchisedec priesthood 
came out of and was ordained and conse
crated in all its grades by the Aaronic, is 
a most plain and palpable error, and 
all adhering to such doctrines have great 
need to repent. I have often spoken 
about this, and so have others, al
though I don't consider that I am any 
thing myself; but I think God's word 

should be heeded, above all things else, 
for therein only is safety. Almighty 
God requires all to study his word, and 
to contend earnestly for the faith, as oo 
delivered it to the saints; and, although 
I am of little account in the world, ho 
gives me some knowledge of his ways, 
for there is no respect of persons with 
him; he gives alike to all as they serve 
him and have need. 

The Almighty tells us he sent Peter, 
James and John to ordain and set apart 
Joseph and Oliver to the same gifts, 
power, keys and apostleship that they 
held in their day and ministry; and they 
received these great things under the 
hands of Jesus Christ, who did himself 
receive them under the hands of Al
mighty God himself. 

"Ye have not chosen me, but I have cho
sen you and ordained you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit." ( J ohu Hi: 16. l'vfark 
3: 13, 14). 

And that he (Jesus) was ordained 
under the hand of God, see Acts 5 :31,; 
10: 38, 43; Heb. 5: 1 to 5. If you 
will go back to the Mosaic dispensation, 
you will see that whatever priesthood 
Aaron had he received it under Moses' 
hand, (Ex. 29 : 1, 41), who was himself 
ordained by the angel that appeared to 
him in the bush. Gal. 3 : 19 (New 
Trans); Acts 7 : 35. ~ 

It is })lain then that the Aaronic 
priesthood is in reality "an appendage 
to,'' or something that hangs upon "the 
greater 0r the Melchisedec priesthood;" 
but some seem to teach that the JYiel
chesedec priesthood is only an append
age to the lesser, or Aaronic; precisely 
the same as the root and trunk of the 
tree are only an appendage to the limbs, 
we suppose ; for some other teachers ar
gue that the whole Melchisedec priest
hood was ordained and brought into be
ing by an order of priesthood who arc 
forbidden to lay on hands for confirm~"
tion as members of the church, to say 
nothing of confirming a priesthood incal
culably greater than itself. Now if there 
is anything that is made out in theology 
in these latter times, it is this : that the 
priesthood in the church of God consists 
of a certain number o'f officers, of various 
degrees or orders, in regular grade from 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



716 TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

deacon to the prophet or president, and "He that !sun.just, let him be unjust still: 
that each grade or degree of officers pos- ai:d he which 1s filthy, Jet him be filthy 
ses~ powers, prerogatives, keys and gifts, 8~ 111; and he that is righteous, let him be 
whrch are not possessed b,1 any degree righteous still; and he that is holy let him 

.J be holy still." ' 
below it; consequently no one can con-
fer the keys and prerogatives of any In order to arrive fairly at the point 
wade which is immediately above him; and for the sake of illustration let u~ 
he can ordain to a degree as great as the suppose two individuals of opposite char
one he stands in, but no greater. This acters entering the future world at the 
rnle has ever been held as among the s~~e time,-the one rude, ignorant and 
very plainest in the church of God; vicious; and the other renewed in the 
and the oi'der of this most simple and spirit of his mind, and enlightened with 
heaven-born rule is one that no nation all the knowledge which science and 
has ~ver been known to dispense with, revelation can furnish,-it is evident 
-0nly 111 clear cases of usurpation. Once that their states and enjoyments would be 
:J, government is established, the rule is altogether diffe~ent, although they were 
ever recognized that no one can confer b,oth ushered m~o the ~ame locality. 
power which he does not possess. The 'Ihe one would ~mk, as it were, to his 
Almighty bas ever held men to this natural level_, . according ~o the princi-
1·ule, and to suppose that he sent three ples, propensities and passions which he 
holy angels to "'command" men to vio- previously indulged; and, although he 
fate this most reasonable and sacred rule were admitted into the society o'f pure 
while they themselves were on the spot an~ enlightened ~pirits, he would re
holding the power to ordain to the same :nam ~ chee~less, isolated, wretched, be
office, precisely the same as ,John the i~g, without i?tellectual activity and des
B~ptist whei: he conferred the Aaronic j titute of e.n.Joyment_; and? finding no 
priesthood_, is preposterous. \Ve may pleasure si:1ted to ~1s bemghted mind 
well ask, If the lesser priesthood could and grovelmg affec.t10n, he would be fain 
only be conferred by the iaying on of to ~ee to oth'.'r reg10ns, and to more con
hands of the angel who held it, how could gemal associates, as the owl flies from 
t~e. greater be conferred except in a the vocal gro.ve and th.e society of the 
sumlar way, viz., by the hands of those f~athered,choll', preferring the shades of 
who held it? and if it was not necessary n;ght to ~ue bea::ris of .day. J~ike as this 
that the latter should fav on hands to gio_?rny bml delights m obscure retreats 
confe~· the priesthood held.by t.hem, why and ri:gged ruins, and has no relish for 
was it, necessary in the other mcse? bloommg isardens and flowery meads, so 
Where is the order and the harmony of the u,n:nliishte,;ied and unsanctified soul 
these proceedings? :voul? feel it~elr unhappy, and, as it were, 

______ _,__..,,,.________ rn:i.p;rnoned rn the midst of triumphant 
spmts and the splendors of immortal 
day. Whereas the other, having ardent

I have a fervent desire to obtain a per- ly lo?ged for such a state, and having 
feet understanding of the principles and p e J d h · 
doctrines of Christ, and I am thankful to r ~1ou~y u.n er~one L e requisite prep-

~rat10n ,or its eDJoyment, finds himself 
my Heavenly Father for still continuing m a region suited to his taste and he 
to me my reason and judgment; mingles with associates conaeni

1

al to his 
although considernblv debilitated a· "t' . " u • ispos1 ion, engages m exercises to which 

" old age, and deprived of the privi- he was formerly accustomed and in 
tege of traveling to preach the gospel to which he delighted. He beholds a pros
any great extent.' I .can write ;, and I ~ect b?und!ess as the universe rising be-

tbt God may drntat~.by his Ho~y fore him, one on which his faculties may 
'so th~t wh.at ~ wrhe may be 111 be exerciHed with everlasting improve-

aocol'Ciance with his will. I ment and everlasting delight; and, con-
I give the following for consideration sequently, he experiences a "fullness of 

from Revelation 22 : '11 : ' joy which can never be interrupted, but 
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will 'be always increasing," worlds with-1 by devouring fire during the long con
out end. tinued period "ages of ages." The above 

Such are the views we must necessar- is one of the most powerful considerations 
ily adopt, respecting the state and en- which should induce every person to ex
joyments of those two characters in the ert every nerve, and to further every 
life to come; and there is no resisting scheme which has for its object to dif
the conclusion we have deduced respect- fuse liberty, knowledge, and moral prin
ing the ignorant and vicious individual, ciples, among all the inhabitants of the 
unless we suppose that something equiv- earth. 
alent to a miracle will be performed in I will close by adding the testimony 
'his behalf immediately after his en- of the apostle Paul to the Corinthians. 
trance into the invisible world; one that (1 Cor. 6 : 9). 
will fit him for a state of happiness; but "Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 
for such an opinion, we have no evidence, not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
either from scripture or reason. It deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolators, 

ld b h · k nor adnlterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers 
wou e contrary to every t mg we now of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, 
of the moral government of God; it nor coveteons, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
would strike at the foundation of the re- nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom 
ligion of Jesus Christ, and morality; it of God." JAMES CARROL. 

would give encouragement to ignor- -
ance and vice; it would render nugatory 
all the efforts of a virtuous character to 
increase in knowledge and holiness dur
ing the present life, and it would give 
the ignorant and licentious a just reason 
to expect eternal happiness in the world 
to come, equal with the most profound 
christians and philosophers, or the most 
enlightened and pious divines. 

Besides we are assured by the faithful 
and true witness that in a future world, 
as he who is righteous shall remain right
eous still, so he who is mijust shall re
main unjust still; which expressions ev
idently imply that no more opportunities 
will be granted for reforming what has 
been amiss, and for recovering the pol
luted and unrighteous soul to foll purity 
and rectitude. Whatever opinion we -
may form as to the doctrine of universal 
irestoration it will be admitted, even by 
the teachers of that doctrine, that an un
holy and unenlightened soul onits en
trance into the future world is unfit for 
celestial happiness; and that thousands of 
years, or a period equivalent to what is in
cluded in the phrase, "ages of ages," may 
elapse before it is fit to be restored to the 
full dignity of its nature, and to the joys 
of heaven. Even on this supposition, 
the preparation in the present life of hu
man beings for a state of happiness, must 
be a matter of the highest importance, 
_since it prg\1ents t~e sufferings denoted 

P1u·Uy a:nd Truth. 
Purity and truth, loyalty and decency, 

are not dead, though our old ready and 
unquestioning faith in them, our assump
tion beforehand of their nearness and 
reality, has been slain. Human nature 
has a life-lease of virtue all its own, and 
inalienable. Men will come of age every 
year who are brave and will not lie; who 
are clean-handed, and need not skulk; 
who are loyal, and will not change. 
Maidens will grow up every year into. 
women who are pure and cannot do evil; 
who are delicate-minded, and cannot 
breathe in the air of a coarse and vulgar 
approach; who are a@ faithful as fond, and 
as fond as faithful. So long as the earth 
stands, thank God, there will be such 
men, there will be such women; and they 
shall become the fathers and mothers of 
other such men and women, and homes 
shall continue, and hearths remain sa
cred, and graves be deserving of honor 
throughout the land. 

lFhuu11ciai Disb•ess (Jau!i!ed By 
War. 

.One of the mischiefs of war, though 
by no means the greatest, is that it un
settles values, or rather prices. In times 
of war the government finds it necessary 
to employ a large number of persons, 
and to pay out large sums of money. 

, If they have not the money on hand for 
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this foolish expenditure (which they al
most never do have), they either borrow 
it or make it, that is, issue their promises 
to pay. These promises, cheaply made, 
are printed and scattered without stint, 
and with little thought of the difficulty of 
redeeming them. The consequence is 
that money, such as it is, is plenty, and 
almost everybody is apparently prosper
ous. Hence they not only expend freely, 
but engage in speculations, make invest
ments and incur obligations, not realizing 
but fl.ush times and high prices are to 
continue always. When the war is over, 
the !l'overnment not only ceases to pay 
out money so lavishly, but finds itself 
unable to redeem its promises and that 
it owes an immense debt, which must 
either be paid out of the hard earnings 
of the people or repudiated. 

~e doubt not you deprecate another war~, 
1f for no other reason than the financial 
distress which it would cause.-The In
former. 

PH.~rim's Pro~ress. 
rcontinued from HERALD, August 15th, 1876] .. ) 

Pilgrim notices this evidence, that not 
only that this road doth have the lamp 
that others hath, but likewise the trav
elers on this way do hav.e two other· 
lamps that others hath not. And the 
first also, which being like unto those of 
others, it being more plain and of more 
lustre in brightness. 

Pilgrim finds much to learn as he 
journeys onward to the land he so much 
desires. to reach, when wearisome travel$. 
will not have to be undertook, when life 
can be enjoyed every day, and at nights. 
when nothing shall disturb the sweet. 
rest that then will be, and also the occu
pation of each day a pleasure to pursue. 
"Oh!" says Pilgrim, his heart expand
ing with joyous feeling, "how glad am I 
that I found this way'; for, surely, this 
of a truth is the sure road that leads to 
just such a fruitful, healthy and happy, 
place. that I have many years desired, 
and surely it will be of more worth to 
gain than this weary journey consists. 
What of these steep, rugged mountains 
to climb, or these dark, miry places to· 
cross, if I only drag along but get
through, then I will be free from bur~ 
den and care. I will try, therefore, and· 
tug it through." Goon INTENT. 

It is in the same condition as an indi
vidual who bas foolishly wasted a con
siderable share of his property, and finds 
that he and his family must work harder 
and economize more closely to save the 
remainder. For a government bas no 
means of extricating itself permanently 
from financial difficulties, but to call on 
its subjects to make up for itR unwise 
expenditures. In this state of things 
property depreciates in price, and men 
who thought themselves rich a few years 
before now find themselves poor. Es
pecially is this change of times, as it is 
called, hard for men who invested in real 
estate at war prices. They purchased it 
partly on time, at high rate of interest, 
on deferred payments, and expected that. 
it would continue to rise in price and §"9I!pport th~~ Go@pel.-No. 3. 
contribute to their wealth. But alas, Having urged in former articles that 
t;he revulsion which always occurs after the duty of each member of the Church 
lavish expenditures, forces down prices, is to give, as God hath prospered him,. 
and after struggling for a while against for the support of the gospel; and be, 
the inevitable, and borrowing money to lieving that our want of financial pros
pay interest on their obligations, and perity, as a church, is. largely owing to 
taxes on their investments, they are the lack of system in our giving, it may 
obliged to sacrifice what they have paid, be well to consider how this difficulty 
let their property be sold under mortgage may be remedied. 
and acknowledge themselves poor men, 'ro induce consideration, and, if need 1 

when but for the disturbance caused by be, discussion of this important subject, 
the war they might have been well o:ff. a plan is herewith submitted, which, 
There are thousands of men in our with such modifications and improve
country in just this condition. Perhaps, men ts as the wisdom and experience of' 
reader, you are one of them, and if so, I the church may suggest, I cannot but" 
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think would, if adopted and heartily and relations with the families of the Saints, 
earnestly recommended by the General should not only be authorized, but even 
Conference and persistently urged by urged, by action of the General Confer
those whose duty it is, or should be, to ence, to present this duty to the Saints, 
supervise these interests, accomplish not not occasionally, and as an "outside" 
only a great improvement in the financial matter, but earnestly and presistently, as 
condition of the Church, but also a more they would any other christian duty, and 
healthy state of "public sentiment'' with also urge obedience to it. 
regard to this matter of "giving." Fourth: the Bishop's Agents in the sev-

. The plan which is suggested is as fol- era! districts should be required to make 
'lows: First: the general fund, under the monthly reports to the several branches 
control of the proper financial authori- in their respective districts, of the amount 
ties of the Church, should be but one received from each brancn-and if any 
fund, into which should be paid all con- is received fro!ll individuals, naming the 
tributions without reference to any par- branches to which they belong-and if 
ticular object, and from which payments any branch has given nothing, noting · 
should be made: First, for the support that fact. They should also, in these re
of the ministry and their famili(ls, and ports, give any other matters of interest 
the balance, if any, be appropriated to connected with the financial condition of 
such objects as the wisdom of the proper the District, or of the Church, and which 
authorities might sugg~st. 

1 
mi~ht have a tende_ncy t? stim~late the 

Second: to supply this fund, Confer- Samts to greater hb.erahty j • m short, 
ience should, in the opinion of the writer, they should be auth?nzed .and rnstruc~ed 
advise each member of the Church to to use every means m their power to m
·pay .into the Branch Treasury whatever c;ease. th~ subscriptions in their respec~ 
he or she may feel able to give for the tive drnt~1cts. They sh~uld al~o. report 
support of the gospel, without designat- to the B1sho~ at stated times, givmg the, 
ing any particular object to which their number of nranches, ~otal number of 
contributions are to be applied; and not members, amount rece1v_ed from. each 
to give to individual members who may branc~, ancl s.u~h o.ther mformat10n as 
be laboring among them, or for whom the Bishop ;:ingnt direct, or as would be 
tney may feel a preference, or if they do of general_ m~erest. Of course a:i ac
so give to consider it a gift to the man, count of a~l disbursements should, m all 
as a friend, and not to the Church. cases be given. 

Third: the Presiding Elder or Trea- The Bishop's Agents, from funds in 
surer of each branch should keep an their hands, should pay all legitimate de
accurate account of all money received, mands upon them in their respective 
andofwhomreceived; andshouldreport districts, and remit the balance, if any, 
'in detail, at each business meeting of the to the Bishop, and in case of deficiency 
'branch, all receipts and disbursements, draw upon the general fund. They 
giving the name of each member and the should make themselves acquainted with 
'amount paid by him or her. the circumstances of the families of the 

Said Presiding Elder or Treasurer traveling ministry residing within their 
-should, at stated periods, say once a districts, and should supply their wants, 
month, remit to the Bishop's Agent in as far as possible, without being specially 
his district all money received except I called upon; and some general rule 
what may be necessary to defray branch should be adopted by the Conference as 
expenses, among which should be in- to the amount to be so used, dependent 
eluded the personal expenses of' the on the size of the family, condition of 
Traveling Elders who may be laboring health, cost of living in different locali
in the interests of the branch. ties, &c.; and the amount necessary 

The Presiding Elders and other officers I should be promptly paid, and regularly 
whose duties, if conscientiously perform- paid, to those entitled to it. 
ed, will bring them into more intimate ·I have now neither time nor space for 

\ 
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extended discussion of the foregoing 
suggestion, and will therefore leave them 
for the present for the consideration of 
your readers, with the hope that they 
may aid in awakening a deeper interest 
and more extended discussion of a sub
ject which I deem of vital importance 
to the prosperity of the Church. 

W.R.S. 

JOSEPH SMITH, l E 
HENRY .A.. STEBBIN~, f DITORS. 

Plano, Ill., December 1, 1876. 

FINANCIAL. 

THE situation of affairs with the Board of 
Publication as managers of the Herald 
Office compels a call upon those who are 
indebted to said office. They are paying 
interest on quite an amount, one that would 
be unnessary if that due the office was 
paid; a sum that aggregates TWENTY FIVE 
HUNDRED DOLLARS, or more, on Book, 
HERALD, and HOPE accounts. The sit. 
nation of affairs is encouraging, but for 
this state of dilenquency. Hence bills or 
notices sent should not be looked upon as 
unwarranted, or to insult the receivers. 

AN EXPLANATORY COMMENT. 

will come, when this issue as well as oth-. 
ers of moment, will be settled to the satis
faction of all parties, either in the way di
rected for those things upon which there 
is not a sufficiency written (B. of c. 99: 10), 
or, by such assembly of quorums or au
thorities as it may be the duty of, to con
sider and decide according to that wisdom, 
gift of revelation, or other method of in
struction that God the Father may be 
pleased to give them through· the Holy 
Ghost, even upon those necessary lines of 
principal, government and doctrine upon 
which there is or may be a present uncer
tainty; an uncertainty it appears that can 
only be changed to certainty through a.. 
faithful and prayerful seeking in the broth
erly communion of peace, and for just 
whatever result may be the right one, not 
for party victory or supremacy. 

But, in accordance with the word of 
comment thought advisable, one that is be
lieved to be both just and proper, the fol
lowing is presented for consideration: 

First, that the fact of the issue, presenta. 
tion and present existence of said state
ment, and for the specific purpose of re-
ceiving a reply from the brethren who re
ceived it, and who, being "solicited" to re
ply, did so, is not affected by whether 
said document was published in the HER
ALD or not; that, evidently, remains the 
same. If it is meant that therefore the re-

ON another page will be found an article spouse should not have been published, 
reviewing that which was published by then the brethren answer that they feltjus .. 
the brethren of the Bishopric in answer to tified in so doing, because of the repeated 
a document presented to them for that pur- requests for a reply to be made. These 
pose; although the brother does not claim hastened its appearance, or probably it 
to write in behalf of his quorum nor by would not have been answered that way 
their instruction; hence its tone and man- or in any other until the next April Gener
ner should be considered as individual al Conference, the :first time that both quo~ 
only. rums could meet together, and it was· 

Nevertheless, as an act of justice to all thought perhaps that the views would be 
those interested, and by the expressed wish wished, for consideration before the Oct0-
of some of them, a few words of comment ber Session. For these and for other rea
are offered; not in controversy, but as an sons given below it was thought best to re
explanation, lest some should gain a mis- ply in the manner chosen. But if any. 
understanding; for it is not probable that thing was said that should not have been,, 
controversy, especially unless in the best they, undoubtedly, feel willing to make it 
of tone and spirit, would ever produce that right, although they had no intention of" 
satisfactory conclusion which doubtless all wrong, in word or spirit, we feel assured,. 
concerned wish to see arrived at. And it nor were conscious of it, neither do they 
is fully believed that the hoped for time 

1 
now feel that there is any real cause for 
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objection, yet are willing to consider it if 
such be the case. 

Second, they state that, in receiving the 
document for what it purported to be, they 
felt fully warranted in considering it to be 
a quorum measure, fully so, for there seem
ed no reason to believe otherwise, (al
though the brother now assures them that it 
was not), and as one at least adopted by a 
majority vote, and to be carried into effect, 
if they gave a favorable reply. They, also, 
have reason to believe that it was so under
stood by those in higher authority to whom 
it was committed for an opinion. There
fore they believed that an answer on those 
points was not only necessary, but also time
ly. For, in addition to being "solicited" to 
respond, the question was repeatedly asked 
"if the Bishop had not yet seen his coun
selors so as to reply on that subject;" also 
letters of inquiry came to them concerning 
individual teaching, such as involved_ this 
very question, notwithstanding the body 
may never have caused to be printed "any
thing which savors of the idea that they 
have the right,'' etc., neither may any but 
a small portion of them have caused it. to 
be written, and the brethren have felt and 
now feel still more assured that such may 
be the case, believing that some are as far 
from so teaching and doing as are the poles 
of earth apart. 

Third, for all these reasons it was not 
supposed to be "beating the air" to answer I 
it, and they do not see why it should be so 
called, unless it was an airy product, and of 
"phantom" like quality; for however un
tenable its grounds or unsubstantial its 
qualities for adoption and practical use 
may have been considered by those who 
gave opinion and answer, yet, to all ap
pearance, it was exactly intended that they 
might indeed "first make themselves ac
quainted with the position" which it seem
ed to be the exponent of, one of sufficient 
authority and substance to merit a reply. 
'fherefore it followed as a consequence, as 
the effect succeeds the case. Hence if ei
ther was "premature," or was an "untime
ly birth," it is easy to say which was the 
one. But now being assured that it was 
not "affirmed in quorum capacity," then 
that sets it at rest, and exempts perhaps 

many from any share in it, pleasantly and, 
and assuringly so, yet it is felt that it must 
have proceeded from some one or more 
who claimed a representative authority, fo · 
at least write it out, name, and advance it 
as the embodiment of a thought, of an idea, 
and, apparently, as the hoped for fact of a. 
future reality. Therefore the brethren felt 
solicited to reply, christianly so, and hence 
a christian reply, all in the best of feeling, 
friendship and fellowship, by candidly 
stating their views. 

But, with the above understanding, it can
rest, if permitted to do so, with all good 
feeling and in peace, until there takes place· 
that amicable and just settlement by those 
whose duty it may be, or until, in the 
friendly greeting and association of these 
brethren, all will be made plain and satis
factory, and errors and misapprehensions. 
be but the things of the past. 

As for the word "obtaining" it was doubt
less understood by all to mean every thing 
which Webster defines it to mean; and if 
the whole article is taken together no other 
inference is necessary. In the one place 
quoted from the duty of teaching is spec
ially spoken of, but not with any intention 
to slight the remaining duties of putting 
in force, or fully "executing," the law of 
tithing; for other places make it plain that 
teaching it was only considered as one part 
thereof. It was said in their article to be 
"an important and indespensable step in 
executing" said law, one step only, not the· 
whole; and elsewhere it is defined as the 
"first paramount duty" in the matter, anclJ 
only so was it understood. 

And, although an important step in it
self, and one that seems to be more fully 
the duty' of some in their important mission 
as the chief teachers of the law and order of 
the Church, yet there is, we believe, no 
disposition among any to prevent those 
named from doing whatever the word in. 
its meanings empowers them to do, in "exe
cuting" said law, even "to acquire," "to· 
gain possession of," or to secure the ac
complishment of that object and result by 
teaching and otherwise causing to be put 
in force that order of things that will bring 
funds to the Church trea,sury and into the 
ha.nds of the official appointed for that 
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,purpose. The points upon which the 
brethren differ from that definition of the 
word as given in the "statement," are set 
forth in the "views," and need not be ;re
peated here. 

The brother's insertion of the words, "not 
Bishopric,'' in quoting the revelation of 
1861, for the purpose of showing that they, 
as a body, have not all a right to help "exe
cute" the above law, was, to say the least, un
necessary, for it is not likely that the as
sistants will assume any rights, or act in 
any duties not clearly defined by revelation, 
or which their association in labor does 
11ot make necessary. In the matter quoted 
by the brother it may or may not be in
ferred that their association with him ren
ders their duty mutual in the work above 
considered, but it is very immaterial to 
those really concerned. Yet, if the brother 
has decided that only one has a part in it, 
why were they as a body "solicited" to re
ply; and why, in the framing of the "state
ment," were they all included as having 
equal rights in the pr~osed conjoint 
body. Also, although t~ word Of the 
Lord in B. of C. 42: 8 may h'ave no intention 
of including in its meaning the execiition 
of the law, yet it shows the companionship 
and unity of their labor for the Church, 
and who may decide that it does or does 
not include the other. It is also plain and 
definite upon the disposition to be made 
.of the funds coming into the Church, where 
the Lord says that the means imparted, 
"shall be laitl before the Bishop of my 
Church and his counselors." / 

In giving the quotations upon the cl~t1es 
of the quorums the brethren did not intend 
to be understood as doing it for the pur~· 
pose of instructing or directing, but only 
to make plain the contrast in the labor ap
pointed by divine revelation to those two 
bodies. 

No comments are necessa1y upon the 
spirit in which the attention of the brethTen 
is called to the texts commended to them, 
nor to the pointless nature of the reflec
tions attempted to be cast'thereby; reflec
tions made more specially upon one, if 
we apply the brother's rule leaving out the 
words "the Bishopric" where they do not 
l)CCUr; but they would all be willing to 

share in the sarcasm applied, providing 
there was any reproach to be shared in. 

In the best of feeling, in serenity of mind, 
and with only desires for the well being, 
well doing and happiness, of all God's chil
dren, especially his Saints, as well as with 
confidence in Him who rules over all, that 
he will yet make everything clear as the 
noon clay sun, and will gloriously establish 
his truth in every honest hPart and his 
kingdom over all the earth;' do we close 
these remarks, and with good will, having, 
·taken no offence and wishing none to be 
taken. 

NOTES FROM CALIFORNIA. 

A trip·oveT the Santa Cruz mountains by 
wagon, is a pleasure that is not enjoyed by 
sojourners on the fertile plains of Illinois; 
but if now ancl then one should wander out 
to California, we reeommencl to them, that 
they just pocket business and business af
fairs for the time being, and do themselves 
the pleasure of passing over one of the 
most picturesque and pleasing drives in 
the state. 

On the morning of the twenty-fourth of 
October, 1876, Brn. D. S. Mills and S. 
Stivers, of old Mission San Jose, and the 
writer, accompanied by a son of Bro. 
Stivers and one of Bro. D. J. Phillips, of 
Watsonville, left the Mission, "armed and 
equipped as the law directs," for a trip to 
Santa Cruz, forty-five miles distant, ancl 
over the mountains. 

Bro. Stivers had volunteered to take his 
team and carry us over, so in Bro. Mills' 
covered "gospel ark," drawn by high. 
stepping "John" and Sober "Nig," we were 
<;>ff a little before ten o'clock. We had 
twenty-seven miles of nearly level road, 
through a continuous lane, bordered by 
wide fertile fields; orchards where the 
trees were burdened with fruit, and vine
yards fast falling into the "sere and yellow 
leaf," and purple, here and there with "clus
ters of the vine." 

The little hamlet of Milpitas, (Little 
Gardens, as we were told), lay nearly half 
way on the road to San Jose. It is an old 
town and has not much to challenge the 
passer by. From Milpitas to San Jose is 
a beautiful road, villas lie upon either side 
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of the way; and flowing wells, whence is- on slightly broken in the ride; and at 
sue the crystal streams that watey the fruit- three p.m., began again to climb. It gives 
ful vale, are frequent, the places where one a strange but practical conception of 
they overflow being marked by the over- the vastness of nature's resources, to climb· 
hanging boughs of the weeping willow, steadily upward, winding into the ravines, 
so lovely yet so sad in their appearance. and out over the points of the ridges, some-

San Jose is a city of twelve or fifteen times looking down from the road hun .. 
thousand inhabitants,-a city ofbeauty and dreds of feet to the rocky bed of the stream, 
of wealth. It is watered by the moun- where the water is a line of silver; 
tain stream, Los Gatos Creek, which is the trees, shrubs; and the boulders, peb
brought in an open flume about three and bles; sometimes looking up, and up, to feel 
one half miles to the foot of the mountain, that there is a top somewhere, but you can 
and thence ten miles in iron pipes across not see it. Seven miles of climbing and we 
the level plain to the city. Frequent passed a lumber yard, right on the tops of 
troughs for teams, and faucets and cups the red wood ranges, miles away from the 
for man, give evidence that water is plenty valleys; but evidently not out of reach. A 
and prized. It took us some time to get bulletin board with printed placard an
over the anticipation of drinking a cooling nouncing that lumber may be had for $1'7, 
draught when we were thirsty; but once $22 and $30 per thousand. The well
over it, we ceased being disappointed and beaten roads tell us that there is building 
drank with a relish. to be done somewhere; and the. teams we 

At San Jose a handful of bread-six meet, loaded heavily, wagon and trail 
sticks fourteen inches long and thick as a wagon, drawn by four, five, six, seven and 
man's arm (if he is not too fat), for "two eight horses, indicate that man has learned 
bits"-and a bit of sausage, with ap- to economize his own and utilize the lallor 
ples, served us for a lunch, beside the run- of his brute friends. 
ning stream, hardly half way up the It was dusk when we began to descend 
mountain. I the grade on the yonder side, and quite 

At Los Gatos we entered the canyon, dark when we turned out of the ravines at 
and began the ascent. Enterprize and Soquel to cross the benches to Santa Cruz. 
thrift have graded an exceilent road to the The lights were blazing in the streets and 
summit, upon which, for a toll of thirty the houses when we reached Bro. M A. 
cents, we pursued the even tenor of our way. Meeder's, where we were made welcome. 

The scenery from I,os Gatos to the sum- The city ot Santa Cruz, is the modern 
mit, on the hither side of the mountain is overshadowing the ancient. The old town 
beautiful and impressive. The road hangs is partly left in some old buildings, anc1 
like a ribbon on the side of the mountain, the older regime of the Catholic power, 
to the right of the stream; and to the right visible in the new church, built close by 
and left of it are "trails" whither the wood the old one; on which we read, "Deo Opti
cutter and lumberman go in quest of their ma Me:cica,na, Dedicata 1868.'' This church 
laborandtheirreward. Vineyards, orchards is surrounded by the school, parsonage, 
and gardens, are seen at intervals; and that convent, and the usual accessories of a lo' 
too in places where to the eyes of a man ac- cal rule as careful and relentless as fate. 
customed to the plains o( Illinois and Near by and higher up the hill, toward 
Iowa, it would appear an almost impossible the setting sun, two excellent reservoirs, feel 
thing to cultivate the land. Grapes anc1 from the Santa Cruz river, by the tireless 
fruits do exceedingly well in these mount. thews of the steam engine, a half mile 
ain fastnesses; and in one place we saw a away, give the city its water. 
field of corn, regularly cut and shocked on Right under the Catholic church and 
a mountain ridge, where one could hardly grounds runs the Felton narrow gauge 
see room to turn a horse to plow between railway, through a tunnel a thousand feet 
the rows. We lunched, with water from long; thence, away to the powder mills, a 
the flume for our wine, repairecl our wag. few miles off, at Felton, and then to the 
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"red woods," where thousands of busy 
hands are fast destroying for the uses of 
man, what God has been centuries prepar
ing for him. A few years only, and the 
red wood forests of the Santa Cruz range 
will have passed away, as forests, but will 
live in villa, mart, cottage and hall, things 
·of use and beauty, a joy-but not forever, 
for man passes away and his habitation is 
left to strangers. 

Here, a half mile from the shore of the 
ocean, we hear again the pounding of the 
surf, mellowed by distance into a thunder
ous roar, grand, but solemn. 

We visited with Bro. Meeder and family 
one day, then recrossed the mountains, 
"climbing up another way" than we went 
down, through Scott Valley, and by Mount. 
ain Charley's. The scenery of this ascent 
is beautiful, some parts of it very beautiful; 
but when part way up the fog shut in, 
and the rain descended, and the top, and 
valley, hill and plain were all obscured. 

vVe reached our home at the mission on 
the third day, tired but gratified for what 
our eyes had seen and ears heard of the 
beauties and wonders of California. 

THE SACRAMENT. 

Sometimes those who officiate in adminis
tering the bread and wine add to the words 
set forth in B. of C. 17: 22 as the pattern; 
€specially in blessing the bread that it may 
be eaten in remembrance of the body of 
·Christ, by adding the words, "which was 
broken for them," or "in remembrance of 
his broken body." 

Now we are not prepared to say that it 
displeases or offends God, or that it is ac
tually wrong, but it seems certainly to be 
the better way to use the words given; and 
as they contain no such allusion, and nei
ther does the form in the Book of Mormon, 
neither does the teaching of Christ in the 
New 'festament, their usage may be con
sidered of doubtful propriety, or an un
necessary interpolation. 

It also may be used as an argument, a 
very considerable one, that Christ's body 
was not only not broken at all, but that by 
special providence of God care was taken 
that it should not be broken; that this 
matter of his pr.eservation from that fate 

was of such importance as to be made 
mention of in prophecy, or so, John says, 
was fulfilled the word of David, in Psalms 
34: 20. 

Neither is it recorded by any of the four 
who give direct testimony of Christ's teach
ing, that any of his bones or portions of his 
body were broken, only wounded and 
pierced, as also prophesied; nor that break
ing the bread signified that Christ's body 
should be or had been broken, or that it 
was so iRtencled by the Savior. 

But it has been inferred from Paul's 
writing, in 1 Cor. 11: 24, that such was the 
case. Now, although Paul was not ·with 
Christ in his ministry, still he no doubt re
lated only the facts of what Christ did ancl 
taught, as he learned them; but it does not 
seem necessary to draw an inference from 
those words of his that Jesus meant that 
his own body was really broken; for Paul 
simply relates the history of the institution 
of the sacrament, by saying that Christ 
"brake it [the bread] and said, Take eat, 
this is my body, which is broken for you, 
this do in remembrance of me." 

The fact that 'he administered the bread 
as an emblem representing his body, and 
fully answering the place of it, for the pur
pose designed, is verified by the saying, 
"except ye eat my flesh and drink my blood 
ye have no life in you." Not that it was 
changed to his flesh by transubstantiation, 
but that through the power of Goel and by 
faith in him, it was made to be as accept
able, and, therefore, to all intents and pm
poses as real as that which it typified; 
the Saints through faith and obedience, 
"discerning the Lord's body" in it. 

Therefore, it is believed that the words 
of Paul, where he relates that Christ broke 
it (the bread) and said "this is my body, 
which is broken for you," that he was only 
conveying the idea that Jesus meant that 
the bread (distinctly called his body) was 
broken for them to eat, and which they 
were to continue to do "in remembrance" 
of him. At any rate, the pattern given 
seems to cover the whole ground intended. 

It is probably most reverential and prop
er to take the bread with the hand un
gloved, perhaps with the right hand, but 
it is not best to be too technical, to content1 
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for anything not clear or important, not. 
withstanding personal preferences. 

Being requested for an expression on the 
subject we give it, not saying that it is 
therefore correct. 

OFFICIAL DIFFERENCES. 

TIIAT difficulty of
0

a serious nature should 
take place between any of those who, in 
their various callings, labor for the salva. 
tion of souls, is to be lamented, not only as 
being unfortunate for those immediately 
<:oncerned, but also to a greater or less de. 
gree, as detrimental to the whole cause. 

Wherever it takes place it is unpleasant 
to all to hear, and painful to many to know, 
discouraging to some to feel that it is so, 
together with the creating a feeling of 
shame that those difficulties stand as evi. 
dence before God that we are not yet the 
people who are ready for his kingdom to 
come in power and glory; and that they 
are evidence before men of the lack of obe
dience to those divinely given precepts, 
wisely instituted rules, and properly ap. 
poirfted governments of the organization 
with which they have associated them. 
selves to sustain, uphold, and render obedi. 
ence to, and which all ,are in duty bound 
to do, as long as they remain with it. 

Anything of the kind among the stand. 
ard bearers is directly or indirectly, injur. 
ious, to the interests of every one in the 
body, in fact, to the interests of the work 
everywhere; first by causing feelings of 
animosity and bitterness between some few 
'°r many who are within, thus directly af. 
fecting just so much of the body and of 
the work; second, by its doing harm to 
the name of the cause without. 

lit not only injures the local and general 
representation of those who have part in it, 
by their failing to be obedient to those pre. 
cepts, rules, or governments, and who 
should be free from such reputation as 
defenders of the work; but, in addition to 
this, it works injury by harming the 'gen. 
eral reputation of all the workers of the 
faith everywhere, because every man is 
taken, more or less, as a representative, of all 
other men who profess a like belief. 

Especially is it the more to be regretted, 
or more noticably so, when such differen. 

ces occur betWeen those who are, or who 
should be laborers together in one :field, 
one district, one mission. Here the matter 
of contention has not unfrequently taken 
the shape of a question of authority, b11t 
seldom with any necessity for so doing, the 
law and the legal appointments being gen. 
erally quite plain. 

But sometimes, without any other appar. 
ent reason than to make trouble, a trifle is 
fostered as a difforence of opinion great 
enough to split upon; or one is assumed to 
exist by some who have not the influence 
and authority they wish, or through feel. 
ings envious of what some one else has, 
and who therefore seek to stir up conten. 
tion between those they urge on, and those 
who have been set in authority, until a col. 
lision of ideas, or one that seems sueh, 
takes place for a higher authority to settle; 
until whieh time, or longer, the work is 
retarded if not hopelessly marred. 

For usually the very ones, by whose ac. 
tivity' or inactivity, diligence or disobedi. 
ence, the work must either progress or 
stand still, are involved in this question . 
about, what Shakespeare calls, "a little 
brief authority,'' the affair being kept alive 
as long as possilrle by the unhappy ancl 
dissatisfied spirits. 

But also, if we take the other view of the 
subject than a present obedience, (if not in 
doing righteousness), to those set in au· 
thority, notwithstanding we may feel to 
differ about its degree; or even a submis
sion in patience to temporary injustice ancl 
misrule; until the alleged grievances can 
be investigated and proved or disproved, 
would be better than the other way. 

It would also be more satisfactory to all 
those who really wish to do only the right, 
and who are willing to bide their time 
having no fear that any investigation will 
prove them before the Church and the 
world, as chronie maleontents, ungoverna
ble spirits, those unwilling to obey the au
thority of the body, or that of its representa. 
tives, while they remain in professed alle
gianee to it. 

That peaee may reign in righteousness 
throughout all spiritual Zion, and harmony 
and better counsels may prevail unto prop
er obedience, ancl a working together in 
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love unto the doing away of whatever is 
contrary to these, we devoutly hope will 
yet be the effort of all, manifested by their 
faith and their works. 

Bro. J. J. Cornish of London, Ontario 
baptized six others November 12th, making 
about one hundred and twenty members 
in that branch, and, in the main, they are 
the fruit of his labors. 

A LETTER from Bro. Gland Rodger, of the Bro. H.P. Robbins writes from Stockton, 
Australian Mission, will be found among Cal., that they have fair congregations, and 
the correspondence. Also Br. Charles A. that former prejudice is being removed; 
H.DaviswrotefromLambton,October19th also that there is a favorable prospect of 
about their conference at Waratah, and some obeying the gospel. The Saints are 
saying that the Saints there are endeavor- faithful, he writes, and rejoice in the truth, 
ing to maintain their standing in the cause and they are determined to do all they can 
of Christ. He sends us newspaper scraps by distributing tracts, preaching and living 
€ontaining many accounts of earthquakes their profession. 
and destructive storms and floods in Aus- A brothei· writes that he supposed any 
tralia; of damage by lightning, and of papers, either written or printed, could be 
heavy storms of hail, or rather of pieces of mailed at newspaper rates, if not sealed, 
ice, some as large as two and a half inches and he asks for information. The United 
in length. Strange atmospheric and elec- States Postal Law says that any "mail 
trical phenomena taking place and in matter, wholly or partly in writing, ex
ereasing, are announced in that country. cept locals or drop letters or postal 

The latest letter from President Joseph cards," and all packages containing "any 
Smith to date (November 23d) was written writing or memorandum," otherwise than 
the 18th at Battle Mountain, Nevada; but the address, must be paid at the rate of 
on the 21st he telegraphed us from Ogden, I "three cents for each half ounce or fraction 
Utah, that he had arrived there and was thereof." · 
going that day to Salt Lake City: He was \Ve are obliged to so mo one in Nevada 
uncertain as to the length of his stay there, for a copy of the Virginia City Territorial 
but hoped to arriv~ home by December Enterp1•i,~e, and Carson City Chronicle; 
10th. It is probable that Bro. J. W. Briggs also to President Joseph Smith for a San
wiil join him there by to-day, or will to- Francisco Chronicle. 
morrow (24th). Br. Norman W. Smith, chairman of the 

President W.W. Blair is still laboring former Music Book Committee, has a letter 
in Western Iowa. Letters from him at in this issue. 
Harlan and Council Bluffs written up to ERRA'l'A.-In Herald of November 1st, 
November 1'1th are received. He is a'ctive- page 64-i, line 34 "the work as now" should 
Jy engaged in the ministry in those dis- read "has now." In Br.Joseph's notes, page 
tricts, and in the duties of his calling. 656, in eighth line of paragraph commenc-

Any letters intended for either of the ing "To go" the words "as to do" should 
editors in person, or on Church business be "is to do;" page 659, 2d column, third! 
as President and Secretary; that is anything line, "Dawson" should be "Damron;" in 
separate from office business should have the same column thp name "Faburn', 
"personal" or "private" written on them. should be "Fabun," and "A. P. Boren" 
All office business to ensure being opened should be "A. B. Boren," so Bro. Joseph 
should be addressed as directed on last writes. 
page. 

Bro. F. C. Warnky writes from Canon 
City, Colorado, that he is having good 
audiences, and that many believe, but it 
seems hard for them to make up their 
minds to obey the truth. He intends to 
labor in the southern part of Colorado this 
winter. 

Never harbor animosit.y toward a friend 
for a mere hasty expression. Forgiveness 
is a God-like quality, and a I.rue friend is 
so scarce that he should not be repudiated 
on slight grounds; but those who injure you 
from "malice prepense" should be shunned 
as yon would avoil a tiger. 
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SA:N" FRANCISCO, Cal., 
Nov. 12th, 1876. 

Bro. Henry .A. Stebbins :-We enjoyed 
· Bro. Joseph's visit very much, and wish 
that he could have staid longer. Many 
came out to hear him, and we anticipate 
good will result from it. San Francisco is 
a large city, and there are, I might say, 
and say truthfully, thousands in it who 
once embraced the faith with a firm con
viction that it was the work of God, and 
what is wanted here now is an able speak
er, one who can devote his whole time to 
San Francisco and vicinity, and we believe 
good would result from it; however we 
are trying to do our best to further the 
cause. Bro. Wm. Anderson has been and 
is a; great help to us in this branch. 'l'hat 
God's cause may prosper in this portion of 
his vineyard, is the prayer of your brother 
in Christ, w~r. HART. 

GRAYSVILLE, Ohio, 
September 23d, 1876. 

Eclitor's Heralcl:-Being a member of 
the true Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints I have long wished to write a 
little of my experience to the many readers 
of the Heralcl; but I have al ways refrained 
from so doing, but seeing that all are in
vited, I will venture. Although I have 
been a member of the true church but two 
short years, it has been my lot to pass 
through some very severe trials of my faith; 
but, thanks be to God, I have always found 
his grace sufficient for me. \Vhen the true 
gospel was first preached in our neighbor
hood, I was a member of the Methodist 
Church, that being the church my husband 
belonged to when he died. I was then, like 
as many others, a strong persecutor of this 
faith, because I thought that it was the 
same as that of the Brighamites. I was 
then living alone, with only my remaining 
child, my little daughter Maggie, with me, 
who was about six years of age. My pa
rents, my husband, and four other children 
having passed away in death, I was very 
l.onely, and she seemed to be all I had to 
live for. She was very intelligent for her 
years, and she asked me to take her to hear 
'Elder Craig preach, it being near where I 
lived. I did so, and, although I did not 
say so at the time, yet from the very first 
it was sweet to me, and I thought it was 
worth all the preaching I had ever heard. 
My little daughter clearly understood it, 
and said that when she was eight years 
-0ld she would be baptized. We went to 
hear pretty often, for I could not stay away, 
and soon my little daugter said to me, "Oh, 
mother, why don't you be baptized? I 
would if I was you." I .could endure it 

no longer, but went forward and obeyed; 
and I am thankful that I did so. A few 
evenings after this, my little daught€r 
.talked to me about the doctrine all the 
evening. She could understand it, and talk 
as sensibly about it as any one could. After 
I had heard her evening prayer and she 
was sleeping, I prayed for myself, and not 
having received any very great outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit, I told the Lord that if 
he would give me the witness that I was 
in the true church, and if he would ac
knowledge me then, while I was kneeling 
in prayer, I would make any sacrifice he 
would require of me. He did so, and with 
such an outpouring that I scarcely real
alized that I was upon earth. But how 
little did I know the sacrifice I would have 
to make! Soon after this, my little daugh
ter took sick, and then came my severest 
trial. She requested to be administered to, 
and the most fervent, humble prayers I 
ever heard were offered for her by Brn. 
James Brown and James Craig; still she 
got worse, and my faith was shaken to 
its very foundation; and I sent for two 
doctors, and they disagreed. It seemed 
nothing could save her, and she died. Ob, 
I never can forget my grief. I thought I 
had nothing left to live for. I began 
almost to think that Goel was unjust; then 
I was reminded of my promise that I 
would make any sacrifice; and truly mine 
has been as Abraham's. 

Oh, how it proves the fact that when we 
make a vow to the Lord he will require it, 
of us, and the Scripture says that the trial 
of our faith is more precious than gold. I 
have had many severe trials, but we grow 
stronger in the work, and we find that the 
people of God were al ways a tried people; 
and I find I shall have something to. live 
for, for we have a work to do to gain eternal 
life. 

I have also enjoyed many blessings 
through the Spirit, and had many instruc
tions given me. I expect to go to Carrol 
county, to my sister's family, to bear the 
gospel· tidings- to them, as I desire to do 
some good for the cause. 

I will now give a dream that is comfort
ing to me. I dreamed of going to Carrol 
county and to my childhood's home, and 
I went in and found everything just as it 
used to be, and my parents still living. I 
thought there was a stranger present, ancl I 
asked my father who he was, and he said 
that it was a man who came there preach
ing a strange doctrine, and his name was 
Joseph Smith; that he was much perse
cuted in that part, and father having over
heard a plot to waylay him, had offered 
him refuge in his house, and they seemed 
to take him as one of the family, I thought 
that I was so glad that I went to him and 
laid my hand on his shoulder, saying, 
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"Thank God! I have always wisheu to 
see you, and now my wish is realized, and 
I thank Him for raising up a prophet in 
these last days." Then he talked, and, 
every word he said seemed to remind me 
or pure water, so weighty and clear were 
they. 

I remain your sister in the everlasting 
covenant, MARGARET T. FISHER. 

STEWARTSVILLE, Mo., 
Nov. 13th, 1876. 

B1·other Stebbins :-Not having seen any 
thing from this region for some time I will 
write a few lines to let the Saints know 
that we are still trying to do God's will and 
imploring him to hasten the redemption of 
Zion; and I am thankful that we are not 
left without hope; for he has said and still 
continues to say by the Spirit, that it is his 
will that the Saints should now learn wis
dom, and come and buy the land. Also 
he has prepared the way by putting it in 
their hearts to sell, and that cheaply. 
There is now for sale 1260 acres of land in 
one body where I live, six miles north-west 
of Stewartsville, and they want me to bring 
them a buyer. That all the scattered Saints 
will learn to hearken to the command of 
the Lord to the Church in 1873, is the 
prayer of your unworthy brother. 

J. B. GOULDS}iITH. 

GE50A, Douglas Co., Nev., 
Nov. 17th, 1876. 

Bro. H. A. Stebbins :-Bro. Joseph Smith 
came to NevadaNovember2d. He preach
ed in Carson City and then went to Genoa, 
Mottsville, Fairview, Diamond Valley, and 
thence back to Jack Y alley, baptized three 
there; thence to Virginia and back to Car
Bon, then to Franktown, preaching in all 
about ten times to large and very attentive 
congregations. We believe that his visit 
to Nevada has been blessed to both Saints 
and the world's people. He left here the 
15th for home, via Battle Mountain and 
Salt Lake. Our prayers is that the Lord 
will bless him in all his do'ings in right
eousness, with all others that labor for 
Christ. Yours in lo,ve, A. B. JOHNS. 

FAIIU'IELD, Clay Co., Neb., 
Nov. 8th, 1876. 

B1·other Henry:-I have been thinking 
of writing to you for a long time. We left 
Michigan last June; my health was poor 
and I thought it would do me good to live 
here. Bro. J.E. Hopper's family live here; 
we miss the Saints, as it has been our for
tune to Jive among them for a number of 
years. We some expect Bro. R. C. Elvin 
to come and preach to us; there are some 
that like to talk of the things of the king
dom. We long to see those who know the 
ways of truth. I see by the Herald that 

my report, in regard to the Music Book 
was not received. The reason I did not do 
more was because I thought the Church 
was not able to spare the means necessary 
to complete the work, but I have not been 
altogether idle. I wrote to Bro. Joseph 
some time ago about it, and his advice was 
to let it go at present. It was my intention 
to go to work this winter on the Music -
Book if thought best. Bro. M. H. Forscutt 
has had a good deal more experience than 
I have, and I trust will do the work much 
better. If any of the Saints should come 
this way, we would be glad to see them. 
We live on the Denver and St. Joseph Rail
road, eighteen miles south.east of Hastings. 
We love the truth as well as ever and truly 
thank God for it. 

Your brother in the gospel, 
NORMAN w. SA!ITR. 

Pmm, Illinois, 
Nov. 13th, 187G. 

Bro. H. A. Stebbins:-Having a little leis
ure time, I devote it to penning a few lines 
for the Herald, if you think it will be prof
itable to the Sain ts. Beloved Saints, I am 
now in the 83d year of my age, and I have 
been battleing to the best of my ability for 
the promotion of the glo1·ious cause for the 
last forty years; and from the time that I 
embraced this work till now my prayers 
have been incessant to God, that he would 
redeem Zion and prepare his Saints, when 
they are gathered, to keep his law; and if 
every Saint could say as one of old said, 
"How love I thy law; it is my delight dai
ly; I meditate thereon day and night," Zi
on's redemption would soon be accomplish
ed. There are a cloud of witnesses, even 
more than man can number, those who 
have lived in the various dispensations of 
God to man, those who have had the same 
discouragements and oppositions, in com
mon with ourselves, to overcome, but who 
have trimi1phed over all and are awaiting 
their reward at the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. vVe knew when we engaged 
in this cause the conditions by which the 
crown was to be secured. We promised to 
obey every word that proceeded from the 
mouth of God, and his commandments are 
not grievous but joyous to the soul, and in 
keeping of them there is great reward. 
When so many have finished their course 
with unspeakable joy, shall we be dilatory 
in securing so wonderful a prize ? "Draw 
nigh to God and he will draw nigh to you," 
says James; and the nearer we draw to him 
the greater measure of his Spirit we will en
joy, and the more of that we enjoy the great
er good we can do in his cause, for Jesus 
says, "without me ye can do nothing." He 
commands us to ask that we may receive, 
and that our joy may be full; and to ask 
in faith nothing doubting. He certainly 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



TRUE L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 729 

-0.oes not wish us to be disappointed, and lievc the scriptures at all, I must believe 
to ask and not obtain our request, when he that he was the means in the hands of God 
gives such particular directions how we of restoring the gospel. Though dispised 
-should ask and be sure to succeed. The for it, yet I am not discouraged in the least. 
secrets of our hearts arc to be plain to his 1 1 only wish that I lived more closely to the 
sight, and he will be our judge when he ' blessed truth taught by him. All the peo
.comes. He has told us that at that time ple here know about him is what they have 
the wise aud foolish will be equal in num- heard against him, and there is great prej
ber. udice. But we are commanded to warn 

Beloved Saints, have we oil in our ves- them and leave the result with God, antl 
.sels, and are our lamps trimmed and burn- perhaps a few sheaves may be gathered 
ling; is the Spirit that raised up Christ out, the Lord helping me, as he has prom
lfrom the dead dwelling in our hearts? If ised to do those who need. I desire to be 
so we will love the Saints as Christ loves remembered in faith and prayer by the 
•us; and if more than half of the Saints was Saints. I remain as ever yours, 
•SO living we would soon hear the voice of C. E. BLODGETT. 

INDEPENDENCE, Mo., 
Nov. 2nd, 1876. 

Bro. Stebbins:-! thought perhaps you 
would like to hear from Jackson county, 
Missouri. We are well at present, but we 
are not doing much for the Master's cause 
at present, on account of much sickness 
which has been in the branch, and because 
of our scattered coudition, which makes it 
quite inconvenient to meet together. The 
crops are quite good, especially wheat, in 
Jackson county. There is plenty and some 
to spare, so brethren take courage and 
come this way, property is very cheap in 
Independence. Yours in the covenant, 

G. w. PILGRIM. 

the good shepherd, calling his Saints to
gether, even as a hen gathers her brood 
'llnder her wings. And is it possible that 
we can be Saints and not be awake to the 
signs of the times, while destruction threat
·ens on every hand. There cannot be safe
ty anywhere, except in keeping God's com
mandments and they that trust in him will 
gather to Zion and find as secure a resting. 
place as Noah in his clay found in the ark; 
.and, as his salvation depended on his dili
gence in preparing the ark, so ours depends 
on our diligence in learning to keep the 
whole law of God. And I speak the truth 
when I say that I know it can be done, and 
it is the easiest, best, and surest way that 
Saints can live. Our salvation from sin here, 
and eternal life at the end of our probation, 
·depends on our immediate attention to every 
,point of law that we are required to ob- LONDON, Ont., 
.serve as the rule and guide of' our lives in Nov. 6th, 1876. 
all our intercourse with men. James says, Brother Henry:-I now write to inform 
"He that is able ta bridel his tongue is a you how the work of the Lord is prosper
:perfect man," and Jesus says. "By thy inginthispartofhisvineyard. Ihavegoocl 
words thou shalt be justified, aud by thy health at present, although for a long time 
words thou shalt be condemned." And past have not been well, but the Lord prom
here I will call your attention to a most ised me through the gifts of the g?spe_l that 
important commandment which is often 'if I would put my ~'hol~ .. trus~ m hnn he 
-violated by some Saints to their great loss woul;l bless me boL1 sp11itual1y .and ~
fLnd a great injury to our cause. It is found por aLy, and I would see t~e fruits of ID.f 
in Titus 3: 2,-"Speak evil of no man;" as l_abors; and thanks be to his holy ~a;me he 
express a command as "thou shalt not kill.'.' I h~s blessed m.e abundantly accord mg to 
Precious Saints, can we violate it and be his holy promise, and i:e has opene? the 
guiltless? May the Lord sanctify the pe- w_ay ~o. that I am ~~te,~mmed to l~bor m ;he 
rnsal of these words to the g:ood of the vme3 aid. Acco1dm5 to promise I h~Ye 
ffaints. As ever, your brother

0

in the Lord, seen the result of 1'.1Y labors by many bemg 
JonN LANDERS. ad~ed to our numoer, as heretofore report

ed m the Herald. 

BUSSEY, J\>farion Co., Iowa, 
Nov. 1st, 1876. 

Bro. Joseph Smith:-I will again write a 
few lines for the Herald. My wife and self 
are the only ones of the church in this sec
tion of country, and the nearest branch is 
at Chariton, thirty.five miles a.way, so we 
;1re lonely enough. The people here are 
mostly Methodists, and some very warm 
ones in their talk with me. They wonder 
how I can believe that Joseph Smith was 
"' prophet of God. I answer that if I be-

Yesterday I had the pleasure of going 
down into the water again, with an aged 
mother and her son. They persecuted me 
when I first raised my voice in defence of 
the gospel of Christ in this city'; but Goel 
strengthened me by telling me to be faith
fnl and he would yet bring her into the 
Church, although many doubted it. Truly 
Goel is not man that he should lie. I now 
have a still grf)ater determination to preach 
the gospel and unfurl the banner of King 
Emanuel. 0, my brethren, be faithful in 
this; it is not a life long work, and he that 
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continueth to the· end the saiue shall be 
saved. 

Novembep 13th.'-Six more were added by 
baptism last night, and we have one hun
dred and twenty members or more now in 
the branch, and every Sunday evening there 
is a crowded house and many are believing. 
We have also started a Sunday SchooL 

. Your brother in the everlasting gospel, 
JOHN J. CORNISH, 

and Bro. Ames and myself were compelled 
to give up to th~ power of truth, for which 
I shall ever praise God, for how gross was 
the darkness and how deep was the blind
ness which covered my mind. I thank the 
Father, through our Lord Jesus, that I 
have commenced to understand the apostle 
Paul when he says, "eye hath not seen nor 
ear heard, nor yet hath it entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him, but God 

MIDDLETOWN, Butler Co., Ohio, hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit, 
Nov. 6th, 1876. for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 

Bro. H. A. Stebbins:-I write to tell you deep things of God." 
of the condition of affairs in this part of Since February nine others have been 
the Lord's vineyard. I think that pros- led to confess the power and truth of the 
pects are brightening for an increase in gospel, and they have bravely united thefr 
numbers, although a great many things are strength and influence with ours, and are 
continually reported against us, which are now rejoicing in the hope of' eternal life. 
only a means of strength to us. Yesterday Many more are friends to the cause, and 
I baptized two young men; they came out some are earnestly investigating our doc. 
bravely and declared their intention to trines, and I hope they will shortly, through 
:fight under the banner of Jesus, in spite of the power of God, be constrained to obey 
all that may be said or done. One of them him. Brn. Z. S. Martin, T. J. Smith, and 
united with the Methodist Church a short J. Avondet have labored some among us, 
time ago, and right in the midst of the per- and we know their work was not in vain; 
secution which we were receiving from for we look for a good result in days to 
them, he left them and obeyed the truth. come. And, considering the goodness and 
Others will come soon, I think. One man mercy of God in bringing us knowledge of 
of this town, who made himself prominent this glorious dispensation, and oil in our 
by saying all manner against us, declared lamps, even direct revelation from his 
that the water in which the Mormons bap- throne, we feel it to be our duty to be sol
tized had become so :filthy that the fish diers for God's kingdom; an cl we ask an 
would not bite. I thank Goel that we can interest in the prayers of' all Saints for our 
indeed leave our sin ancl guilt of 'soul in steadfastness, even as we continue ever to 
the waters of baptism, and come out pure pray for all the honest in heart. 
and clean, "new creatures in Christ Jesus." In the month of March last I had a 
May ~od gri:nt his bl~ssing t_o all who go clream which has caused me much thought, 
forth m obedien".e to hrs law, IS the P!ayer and I ask for an interpretation, if God may 
of' your brother, m hope of eternal hle, see good to give it through the instrumen-

M. B. WrLLIAJIIS. j taljty of any. I appeared to be alone in a 
rather poor and dark house, ancl I heard 
the report of guns and cannons; feeling 
afraid I went to the door and opened it a 
little ancl saw a multitude of people on the 
west facing east, and a multitude on the 
east facing west. The people in the east 
were doing all the shooting, but the can
non and rifle balls came so slowly that 
they appeared to drop harmlessly by the 
people in the west, although the balls roll
ed among them and appeared to be red hot. 
and to be sent with all the power that 
could be, but to no effect. As the people 
in the west had nothing to harm or make 
afraid they stood fearlessly. At last when 
the guns would have no effect on them a 
man among the eastern host stood up on a 
box and abused the people in the west, in 
every way imaginable, and finally reproach
ed them with being Mormons. Now the 
house I was in appeared to be as near one 
host as the other (but not in a line with 
them), and I was afraid, for both hosts were 
strange to me, yet the people on the west 
appeared to be meek and humble, while the 

ELKHORN CITY, Neb., 
Nov. 9th, 1876. 

Dear Herald:-I have failed to see any
thing in your pages to show what effect 
the power of the gospel is producing here ; 
and I think it is the duty of all to spread 
the happy news for the strengthening and 
confirming of the honest in heart, whose 
happy lot it is to read its pages, I endeavor 
to write a short account. 

Eleven months ago I was an enemy to 
the kingdom of God, and I used my influ
ence to oppose its progress, though through 
ignorance or by being confused and bewil
dered by the doctrines of men. But for 
curiosity, I went to hear Bro. T. J. Smith, 
and with a determination to accept all 
truth; for my desire was to do right, and 
to know God's purposes and will concern. 
ing me, more perfectly. I was compelled 
to admit the principles he advocated in 
three lectures, attd I found pleasure in pon
(lering over the truths and in reading tracts. 
After two weeks Bro. Charles Derry came 
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people on the east had hard countenances; 
but when I heard the word Mormon spok
.en so lightly of and against, my fear left 
me, and I left the house and went among 
the eastern host and stood behind the 
cspeaker, intending· when he was through 
to take the stand and defend Mormonism, 
·doubting not that through the help of God 
I could do it, but while the man was speak
ing the excitement I felt under woke me. 

May we have all the gifts to profit withal. 
Your brother in gospel bonds, 

JAMES PERKINS. 

STEWARTSVILLE, J\{o., 
Nov. 14th, 1876. 

Bro. Heni·y:-I send you a few newspa
;per notices of our meetings here. When 
the weather has been favorable we have 
had crowded houses, as many as two hun

. dred and fifty, at least, have been present. 
1'1Iuch prejudice has been removed, and I 
·think a number are convinced of the truth. 

November 17.-I nave just concluded my 
·1abors in Stewa1tsville, although none as 
yet have the moral courage to come out 
and obey. I had great liberty in preach
ing, and in some discourses was unusually 
blessed .. I expect to go into Andrew coun
ty to-morrow to attend a two days' meeting 
and next Sunday a week attend a Confer

-ence of the Nodaway District. Then re-
turn here for the Far West Conference. I 
then expect to go to Oregon, Holt countv, 

. and into Kansas. Your brother and friencl, 
'l'. w. SJliITH. 

NEw CASTJ,E, Australia, 
October 18th, 1876. 

Bro. ITem·y :-Our Heralds and Hopes of 
.August 15th and September 1st have just ar
rived. We were made glad by the news, as 
we are al ways anxious to hear of the Church 
'movements. Bro. Blair is clear on the 
gathering, and has given our very thoughts 
for years. I hope the saints will profit by 
the instruction. Much wisdom is needed 
to guide the ship aright. We hope, even 
as we have prayed that the Holy Spirit was 
with the Saints. at the October General 
Conference. 

We have a hard spirit to contend with 
here, and sometimes feel ourself incompe
tent to the task but we see no backing out 
place, and by the grace of God we hope to 
endure. Kind regards to yourself, Br. 
',Joseph and all old friends. Yours, 

(}LA.GD RODGER. 

CrsxA, Wayne Co. Ills., 
Nov. 7th, 1875. 

Bro. Stebbins :-I shall leave for England 
>cbout December first, and I expect to do 
all I can for the instruction and comforting 
of the Saints. I have rented my farm for 
two years and my family will be self sus-

taining. I cannot say how long I shall 
stay in England, but if the Lord blesses 
me in his work and word I may stay twG 
years. My respects to Bro. Joseph, Bro. 
Blair and yourself, and all saints. Your 
brother in Christ, BEN.J. S. JONES. 

GALIEN, Mich., 
Nov. 18th 1876. 

Bi·o. Henry A. Stebbins :-.As it has been 
a year since I have written to the office, I 
thought to drop a line to you. Galien. 
Branch is without meetings at present, but 
I think there are some good earnest souls 
in here that will eventually shine as the 
stars of the firmament. Yours in the gospel, 

CYRUS THURSTON. 

Lc~KE CRYSTAL, Blue Earth Co., Minn., 
Oct. 30th, 1876. 

Bro. H. A Stebbins :-The Saints are all 
well here. We have a prayer meeting 
every Sunday afternoon, and feel refreshed' 
thereby, we have the Holy Spirit in a 
measure; but we have heard no preaching 
for some time. We ought to have some, 
for there are some honest ones investigat
ing, and they want to know the right way; 
some, too that would add a good deal of 
strength to our number. We hope that 
Bro. Kelley may come here this winter, or 
some other live el.der. I remain yours in 
the gospel, D. F. CRANE. 

Nevada District. 
The above conference ass em bled in Car

son City. September 9th and 10th, 1876, at 
the residence of Thomas Millard; George 
Smith presiding, T. R. Hawkins, clerk. 

Abeilnego J ohns"was appninted to act as 
president for the ensuing quarter, 

Branch reports.-Carson branch, no spe· 
cfal change in the situation. E'ranktown, 
moving along harmoniously. Mottsville, no 
report, the president being absent because 
of sickness in his family. Dayton, Saints 
trying to live their profession. 

Eider's reports -Geo. Smith, T. Millard., 
A ,Johns, .J. Twaddle, C A, Gross and T. R. 
Haw kins, reported; also, Teacher Willrnot. 
Remarks were made on different matters by 
A. Johns and others, 

It was unanimously resolved that each 
member, at their own discretion, pay into the 
hands of their hnnch presidents, ten cents 
each, or more, weekly, to be placed in the 
hands of the Bishop's .\gent, as a general 
fund, for traveling Elders in the district; 
tithing and donations for Bishop Rogers, 
for the genera,! use of !he Church, to be the 
same as heretofore. Qnite a sum of money 
~as immeclfately collected, as per resolu
tion. 
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The Bishop's Agent reported: "After pay
ing off a Church debt of this district, there 
remains on hands the sum of $4; tithing 
collected this morning $5.25; total $9.25. 

Recess of one hour was given, after which 
the Saints met and partook of the sacra
ment, and related their experiences in the 
latter day work, and the loving kindness of 
God to them. The Church authorities were 
sustained. Preaching on. Sabbath evening 
in the Court House by T. R. Hawkins and 
Abednego Johns. Officials present: 1 Sev
enty and 5 Elders. 

Adjourned to meet at Carson City, Dec
ember 9th a,nd 10th, 1876. -----·----

Southern Incliana District. 
The above conference met at Eden, Floyd 

county, Indiana, September 2d, 1876; Har
bert Scott presiding, J. S. Constance secre
tary. Opened in the usual manner. 

Branch reports.-Eden, 2 died, 38 pres
ent total. Union, 1 expelled, 30 present to
tal. Low Gap, 2 removed by letter, 21 pres
ent total. New Trenton, no change, 14 pres
ent total. Olive, no change, 15 present to
tal. Pleasant Ridge, 2 baptized, 36 present 
total. 

Elder's reports.-B. V. Springer, S. Rec
tor, J. A. Scott, M. R. Scott, C. Scott, H. 
Scott, and D. Scott reported in person, and 
Wm. H. Chappelow by letter. All had en
deavored to do what they could to advance 
the cause. C. Scott had baptized five during 
the quarter. The Elders were united in the 
opinion that now was a good time to prose
cute the work in the district. 

Priest's reports.-J. S. Christie reported 
in person and Robert Eyres by letter. Both 
had endeavored to magnify their calling to 
the best of their ability_ 

A petition from the Amanda, Ohio, branch 
was presented requesting to be attached to 
this district. On motion it was resolved to 
accept the petition, and grant the request, 
subject to the decision of the General Con
ference. 

Bishop's Agent reported $2 received, and 
$1 expended during the quarter; on hand 
$1. S. Rector was sustained as agent. 

l'tesolved that all officers in the district 
not employed in branches, labor all they 
can for the spread of truth. 

That we request the General Conference 
to appoint Wm. H. Kelley to labor in this 
district. C. Scott was appointed to labor in 
the eastern part of the district during the 
quarter. The general authorities of the 
Church were sustained. 

Evening session, preaching by Br. B. V. 
Springer. Sunday, September 3d: In the 
morning, preaching by C. Scott, and in the 
evening by Harbert Scott. 

Monday, September 4th, 1 p.m., the Saints 
met and completed a few items of business, 

devoting the remainder of the afternoon to 
prayer and testimony, during which time 
the Holy Spirit ruled, and many were ena
bled thereby to bear strong and faithful 
testimonies to the truth of the work. 7 p.m. 
preaching by C. Scott. 

Adjourned to meet in the Olive branch, 
10.30 a.m., December 2d, 1876. 

Nauvoo and String Prairie District. 
The above conference was held at Keokuk, 

Iowa, September 2d and 3d, 1876; John H. 
Lake presiding, and, in the absence of S. 
Ferris, W. R. Sellon acted as clerk, pro. 
tem. Prayer by .J. H. Lake, after which he 
addressed the Saints with some timely re
marks. 

Branch reports.-Burlington, 64 mem
bers, 5 baptized, 4 removed by letter. Ger
man Burlington, 19, no change. Vincennes, 
28, 1 received by letter. Pilot Grove, 51, 
1 baptized. Keokuk, 30, 1 died. Elvaston, 
17, no change. Rock Creek, 39, 3 received 
by letter. No reports from Farmington, 
String Prairie and Montrose. 

Elders' reports.-T. Revel, S. Salisbury, 
G. Wilson, L. Wilson, D. D. Babcock, and 
J. H. Lake; also, Priests Nephi Snively and 
Walter Head. 

On presentation of credentials and by res
olution, licenses were granted to Loren Wil
son and Thomas Wellington as Elders, anil: 
to Alfred W. Head as Priest. 

It was moved that presidents of branches 
in the district take up collections to sustain 
Br. J. H. Lake in the ministry for the next 
three months; but, after considerable dis
cussion, the motion was put to vote and lost. 

A motion that the president report to the 
October Gene'fal Conference, by letter, was 
put to vote and lost, and it was resolved 
that he represent it in person, the district 
to pay his expenses there and back; and a 
collection for that purpose was ordered; 
also, that any lack in the amount necessary 
should be made up by the different branch
es not represented at this conference, they 
to be so notified. 

A resO'lution was presented, asking the 
conference to take action wlth regard to the 
decision in the case of B. F. Durfee; but 
the president ruled that the conference has 
no right to act upon this matter until it has 
been properly presented to and acted upon 
by the Keokuk branch. R. Lambert ap
pealing from the decision of the president, 
it was resolved that the decision of the pre
sident be sustained, and that the same be 
acted upon. 

At 7:30p.m., preaching by Solomon Salis
bury. On Sunday morning, preaching by 
Br. Matthews. At 2:30 p.m., sacrament, 
prayer and testimony meeting. The Spirit 
of Lord was with his people. Evening, 
preaching by J. H. Lake; after which, by 
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request of Br. Lake, the resolution author
izing him to represent the district, at the 
October General Conference was repealed; 
and it was resolved that a collection be ta
ken up for the benefit of Br. Lake's family. 
This being done, $17 was realized and paid 
to Br. Lake. During the session eight per
sons were baptized by Br. J. H. Lake, and 
they were confirmed by Brn. Lake, Lam
bert and Salisbury. 

Officials present: 1 Apostle, 1 Seventy, 6 
Elders, 3 Priests, 2 Deacons. 

Adjourned to meet at Pilot Grove, Illinois, 
December 2d and 3d, 1876. 

South-East Ohio and West Virginia 
District. 

The above conference convened at Svra
cuse, Ohio, September 23d, 1876; David 
Thomas, presiding; David E. Matthews, 
clerk. 

Branch Reports.-Syracuse 46 members, 
2 expelled, 2 removed. Lebanon 23 mem
bers, 1 expelled, 2 baptized. Minersville 6 
members, no changes. 

Officials nresent : Elders 7, Priests 3, 
Teachers 2. -

Elders' Reports.-David Thomas reported 
what he had done during the quarter, that 
it was not much, but in his condition he had 
tried to do to the best of his ability. David 
Hopkins, John Harris, Rice Williams, D. 
Matthews, Edmund Thomas and Lewis 
Torrence reported something to the same 
effect. Edmund Thomas stated that he had 
baptized one, and ordained one Elder and 
one Teacher. Lewis Torrence said that he 
had baptized one. Priests David Matthews, 
J. M. Pierson and Wm. Jones, reported; 
also Teachers David Jones and J. W. Moore. 

Sunday morning, preaching by David 
Hopkins and David Thomas. At 2 p. m., 
prayer and testimony. Lewis Walters, of 
the Minersville branch, was ordained to the 
offic!!} of a priest. The general church au
thorities were sustained. 

It is not as yet decided when the next 
quarterly conference will be held, and it 
was left for the president to appoint. 

Pittsburgh District. 
The above conference convened in the 

Nauvoo School House, Marshall county, 
West Virginia, September 9th, 1876; James 
Brown, president; L. R. Devore, clerk, 
pro tem. 

Branch Reports.-West Wheeling 14 m,em
bers; no changes. Belmont 26 members, 5 
baptized. Monroe 28 members, 2 removed 
by letter, 3 expelled, 1 baptized. Pitts
burgh 81. members, gain 2. Church Hill 
and Mansfield not report11d. 

Elders Jas. Brown, L. R. Devore, Fred. 
Eberling and Aaron Harris reported in per-

son; W. H. Garrett and S. W. Hogue by 
letter; Priest Robert Davis and Deacon B. 
W. McCormic, in person. 

Report of Treasurer of Distriot.-Income 
from Pittsburgh branch, $15.30; on hallll 
last report, $16. 30; total $31. 60. Paid to· 
James Brown, by vote of conference, $16.30. 
On hand $15.30. No moneys received from 
other branches. 

Resolved that the money in the treasurer'& 
hands be subject to the call of the president; 
and that portion known as the "Elders' 
Fund." 

Preaching at night by L. R. Devore. Sab· 
bath morning, preaching by J. Brown; at. 
2 p. m., prayer and testimony meeting. 

Adjourned to meet in Pittsburg, in three· 
months. 

Northern Nebraska District. 
The above conference convened September 

9th, 1876, at Platte Valley; Z. S. Martin, 
presiding; G. Kerstetter, clerk pro tem. 

Branch Reports.-Omaha (English), 4 
baptized, total 61 members. Omaha (Scan
dinavian), 5 baptized, total 42 members. 
DeSoto, 1 baptized, total 23 members. 
Platte, total 31 members. Elkhorn, 9 bap
tized, total 26 members. 

Elders Thos. J. Smith, Z. S. Martin, W. 
Ballinger, - Curtis, James Caffall and 
Priest - Brown reported. 

Missions appointed: W. Ballinger and J. 
Gilbert to labor at Gilmore and Papillion; 
Z. S. Martin in his former field; J. Avondet 
at Elkhorn and DeSoto. 

The following was adopted : Whereas, the 
Bishop's agent is unable to travel among the 
branches to collect tithing; and, whereas, 
it is nesessary that means should be· col
lected, to sustain the families of those 
Elders who are called to devote their time 
to preaching, therefore, be it resolved that 
the presidents of branches co-operate with 
the agent in inducing their members to do
nate money and provisions, said donations 
to come under the head of freewill offer
ings; also, that the presidents of branch
es, on the fifteenth day of each month, 
remit the money coll.ected by them; and 
be it further resolved that, in the event 
of provision being donated, that the presi
dents of branches see that such provision is 
given to the families of Elders laboring in 
the district, and account for the same to the 
Bishop's agent; this not preventing any one 
who may so desire, from donating tithing or 
freewill offering to the Bishop's agent. 

Resolved that a copy of the above be sent 
to the several presidents of branches. 

That Thos. J. Smith be sustained as pres
ident for the ensuing quarter. 

That Br. H. Neilson be appointed book 
agent for the district, with the understand
ing that the district is responsible to the 
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office at Plano, in the event of any defalca
tion by the agent; and, inasmuch as H. 
Neilson is not present, should he refuse to 
act, that the matter lay over until the next 
conference. 

That we sustain the constituted authori
ties of the Church in righteousness. 

That no Elder receive a license, unless he 
-applies in person, or by letter. 

Officials present: 1 of the Twelve, 5 El
ders, 2 Priests, 2 Teachers, 2 Deacons. 

Adjourned to meet at Omaha, December 
:21st, 1876, at 2 p. m. 

Eastem W elsl1 Dist:rict. 
The above conference of the Reorganized 

·Church convened at Aberamnian, Glamor. 
ganshire, Wales, August 13th, 1876; Robert 
Evans, presiding; E. Morgan, secretary. 

Prayer by P. Price. 
T. Venables reported, three baptized in 

the Ogmore neighborhood, and that he f'elt 
well in the work of the Lord, as also did 
William Morris, who has been out preach-
1ng. Dan Davies said that he had tried to 
walk uprightly before the Lord and before 
man, and had preached some. P. Price also 
reported. President Evans spoke on family 
duties, which he considered to be among the 
.chief of religious duties, and that the reason 
the Saints do not go on better in the work 

,of the Lord is because they do not do as di
vected in these things. 

The appointment of a president over the 
Eastern District was considered, but de
ferred through lack of a competent man. 

H was appointed that a branch be organ
ized at Ogmore Vale, president R. Evans to 
meet with them for that purpose; that they 
may choose their offic~rs. 

Daniel Meredith spoke at length about 
nJlowing those in transgression to remain so 
Jong in the church without dealing with 
them. The officers of the Abaramman 
branch were requested to deal with such I 
members in their branch. Discussion was 
had over the case of Elder Evan Jones of 
that bra.nch, and the conference by resolu
tion expelled him from hi.s office for neg
lect of duty aud for non·attendance. 

J3ranch Reports.-New Tredegar, in a 
sca.ttered condition; 31 members including 
officials. Llanvapon, a total of 5 members. 
BeR.ufort, Merthyr and Aberamman not re-
norted. , 
- At 2 p.m., prayer by Thoma.s Srhith; and, 
all the 89,ints being together, a prayer and 
testimony meeting was held. The gifts 
were manifested, and the time was well en
joyed, in testimony a.ntl singing. At 6 p.m, 
prayrr by T. Venables, and preaching by 
preeident R. Evans, on the humiliation and 
exaltation of Christ, followed by T. Venables. 

Adjourned to meet at Aberamman, Nov. 
11th, 1876. 

TRUE RELIGION A SCIENCE. 

The order of nature, in all its grand array, 
Wisdom in its Maker and science does display; 
The planets above prove an order most profound, 
Their shining splendor is one eternal round. 

And the pages of nature do clearly define, 
The law of the gospel to save the human line; 
And this holy order wil1 forever remain, 
As ordained by Him who does all power contain. 

To all who sincet'ely and in faith seek. aright, 
By the voice of His Spirit he'll give them the liglit 
Of his blesserl gospel, which is ever the same; 
All glory be to God, and we'll hallow his name. 

Come, all ye earth's people who with truth woulcl 
be blest, 

In the ranks of tradition your souls cannot rest; • 
And seek the pure gospel which Christ has defined, 
For none other gives such food and peace to the 

mind. 

0 haste to obey him and His Spirit receive, 
Gifts and signs then will follow all those who b•· 

lieve, 
So your Savior declares and His word cannot fail; 
Then seek in humility, your faith will prevail. 

Come all, every one, that loves truth in the land, 
Receive this pure gospel, and error withstand, 
Until darkness and doubt and delusion disperse, 
And truth, peace and knowledge, shall fill the 

whole earth. MARY PAGE. 

Information Wanted. 
Information wanted of the whereabouts of 

Cornelius T. Garvey, formerly of Watson
ville, California. Any one who can give any 
information respecting him or his where
abouts, would confer a favor upon William 
Hart by sending his address to 16 Louisa 
Street, San Francisco, California. 

Also, by James Bowman, of Soda Springs, 
Idaho, through Herald or by letter, of Alex
ander Dow, a member of the St. Louis 
branch about the year 186\l. 

Canada Mission Notice. 
Whereas, it has become my painful duty, 

but in the interest <?f the cause of Christ, in 
my presidency over that mission, to silence 
several Elders in Canada; and whereas, 
the following named Elders, to wit, .John 
Shippy, Robert Davis, and George Cleve
land, r'efnse to remain silent, but openly 
avow their determination to pay no atten
tion to our authority; therefore this is writ
ten to warn all the branches in Canada and 
Mich·igan, that those Elders hold no right 
to officiate for the Church till their cases 
have been tried by a competent court at tho 
next General Conference of the Church. 
Trusting that all loveTS of law antl good or
der will govern themselves accordingly, and 
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give no aid or encouragement to the spirit 
of rebellion manifested by these men, I sub-
scribe myself, JOHN s. PATTERSON, 

In charge of the Canada Mission. 

1 December 76. 
~ Look Here.-A mark opposite this notice 
will inform subscribers that their time is out with 
the number thus marked, as many fail to notice the 
time on their label. Remittances are desired. 

Attention is called to the last page, where is given 
full instructions about how and to whom to send all 
money, orders, and business letters, as recently ad· 
vised. 

NOTICE. 

~ One more Herald afte1· this will close tlie 
~volume. At present there ·are many de
~ linquent Subscribers on the mailing list. 
~ Those in arrears will save themselves and 
~ us much time and labor by renewing in 

~ time, as the lists will be cleared of delin
~ quent subscribers on January first. 

Birth and Death notices inserted free; :!Harriage 
notices one dollar each. 

DIED. 

At her residence near Flintville, Brown 
county, Wisconsin, November 1st, 1876, sis
ter Alzina, wife of brother Walter Ostran
der, aged 55 years, 1 month, and 7 days. 
Her illness of some three months' duration, 
was rather singular. At first she complain
ed of feeling unwell, then grew nervous and 
excitable with apprehensions of impending 
evil, followed by mental derangement and 
insanity. She conceived the idea that she, 
must not eat or drink, and for two months 
lived on almost nothing. Sister Ostrander 
was a woman well thought of and respected 
by all who knew her, and she was a kind 
.wife and a firm believer in the latter day 
work. WM FRANKLIN. 

At Streator, Illinois, October 9th, 1876, 
Susania, daughter of sister Ha.nnah and 
William Burch, aged 2 years and 22 days. 
Services by brother Thomas R. G. Williams. 

OBITUARY. 
On Sunda.y, November 5th, 1876, I was 

called to hold funeral services over the re
mains of sister Anna .Jacobson, who, after 
a long suffering of heart disease, expired 
the Friday previous, at Blair, Washington 
county, Nebraska, and her remains were 
followed to their resting place by a number 
of citizens. Her earthly pilgrimage was fif
ty-five years and five months. She leaves a 
husband, five children, and many friends to 
mourn her loss. For the love she bore to 
the latter day work, she left her native 
land, Sweden, with many other Latter Day 
Saints, and came to America in 1857. She 

felt the effects of the cloudy and dark day, 
but did not lose sight of the truth. She 
was baptized into the Reorganized Church 
in August, 1876, and in her dying moments· 
declared the ca.use she had espoused was 
of God, and she charged all who were'near 
her, especially her family, to believe and to· 
live in obedience to the requirements of the 
same. Thus, one by one, the Saints are· 
passing away. JA]IES CAFFALL. 

Addresses. 
Charles Derry, Logan, Harrison county, 

Iowa. 
C. G. Lanphear, Davis City, Decatur Co., 

Iowa. 

NEWS SUMMARY. 

Dr. Isaac I. Hayes, of fame as an Arctic· 
explorer, writes in derision of the fruitless 
labors of the English expedetion, a synopsis 
of whose report we gave in the last Herald. 
He don't believe that the ice was so rugged 
that they could only advance with sledges a. 
mile a day, nor that the ice is eighty feet 
thick, with no chance to get nearer the 
pole, and thinks they were scared out by toe> 
small obstacles. He reports his experience 
that the ice was thinner and more rotten 
further north and that he has always be
lieved that he stood upon the shore of an 
open Polar Sea, in 1861, and that he still 
believes that sea navigable. He writes that 
does not understand w by a great expedition, 
fitted out at enormous expense, should have 
been frightened out by one winter's experi
ence, and hurried home. He also thinks that 
if Captain Buddington had been as earnest 
as Captain Hall, he could, after the latter's 
death, have steamed over that sea. He feels 
certain that such a sea exists, a.nd that 
reaching the sea "can be done," not by one 
year's effort of an expedition, perhaps not 
by two, but yet that an opening can be 
found in the land-clinging ice belt into that 
~ea, there to sail as free as one pleases. 

Dealings of the Canadian government 
with the Indians in British America are 
now being brought to light as disreputable 
to it as those scandals about our own govern
ment have been. Disregard of treaties and 
agreements, neglect and abuse are charges 
brought forward in abundance, 

The Indian news in the West savors of 
the probability of a general war in the 
spring, Indian reports being that many 
tribes are preparing for it. 

The great flood or tidal wave that caused 
such a disaster in the East Indies, October 
31st, is now decided to have destroyed 
about three hundred thousand lives. Three 
large islands and several small ones were 
submerged, also portions of the main land. 
The islands were completely flat, and a 
a wave came over them twenty feet high, 
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at•midnight, destroying the people in their 
beds, a slaughter of life by the elements 
unknown since the deluge. The one story 
•huts were swer-t away as egg shells; truly 
an awful scene of horror and death. 

Rassia is still engaged in. preparing for 
war, although making propositions to Tur
key for peace, but which the. la.tter does not 
accept. There ·has been much talk of a 

'Peace Conference of the nations, for most of 
·the European powers are anxious to see the 
struggle put off as long as possible, or for
ever. No knoVl'.ing yet just what will be 

·done. 

A Beautiful Idea. 
Away among the Alleghenies, there is a 

·spring, so small that a single ox, in a sum
mer's day, could drain it dry. It steals its 
unobtrusive way among the hills, till it 
spreads· out in the beautiful Ohio. Thence 
it stretches away a thousand miles, leaving 

•On its banks more than a hundred villages 
and cities, and many a cultivated farm, and 
bearing on its bosom over half a thousand 
steambpats. Then joining the Mississippi, 

· H stretches away and. away some twelve 
hundred miles more, till it falls into the 

, great emblem of eternity. It i.s one of the 
great tributaries of the ocean, which, obe
dient only to God, sh:1Jl rpll and roar till 
the angel, with one foot on the sea and the 
other on the land, shall lift up his hand to 
heaven and swear that time shall be no 

, longer. So with moral influence. It is a 
rill-a rivulet-a river->'n ocean, bound

. less and fathomless as eternity! 
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Effects @f As!!lociiation. 

How very sensibly we feel the effects 
-of association. The depressing air of the 
chilly vault is not more marked than 
the coldness of the miser's touch, or the 
icy presence of the cool, calculating man 
<Of the world; while on the other hand, 
the presence of buoyant youth dispels 
care, as the laughing sunshine melts 
the ice on the approach of spring. 
The youth of sanguine temperament sel
dom fails to impart somewhat of his own 
happy disposition, even to his most phleg
matic associate. The agreeable glow of 
a winter's fire is not more comforting 
than the genial warmth of a friendly 
hand. 

This principle holds good in vice and 
virtue. ·we cannot mingle with the 
vicious without being contaminated ; any 
more than we can grovel in the dirt 
without being soiled. He that revels in 
the temple of Bacchus amid the fumes of 
smoke and cursed libations, carries away. 
in his garments the loathsome vapors of 
the hell of his choice. Bat this is not 
all, or we had not essayed the penning 
of this article; his mind is as sensibly 
tinctured with the depraved conversa
tion and low strata of thought, so com· 
mon in the temple of demons, as are his 
body and apparel with the more tangi· 
ble substances. ., 

Who can inhale the balmy air of 
morn, laden with the rich perfume of a 
thousand flowers, or gaze on the sweet 
face of nature, bedecked in all her lovli
ness, without experiencing a passion for 
the beautiful and a corresponding love 
of the good. We visit the conservatory 
at morn, and behold the rare plants and 

Whole No. 360. 

choice flowers, and their loveliness is 
photographed on our minds. We in
hale the rich odor and carry a portion 
away with us; and who .can say how 
happy and how durable the effect on our 
life? 

We go to the Sabbath-school or house 
worship; the perfume of prayer-the 
incense 0f grateful hearts-ascends from 
the alt,ar of devotion to the throne of 
God; but iL leaves enough of sweetness 
to sanctify those who make the offering. 
We learn humility in childlike confes
sion ; and honest, manly courage in the 
plain and fearless testimony of what 
God's bounty has done for each converted 
soul. The songs of gladness, sung with 
the Spirit fill the house with hosannahs 
and our hearts with holy aspirations. 
We leave the house but not all its joys; 
our passions are calmed, our fears dis
pelled, our trust increased, and our hope 
and adoration strengthened; we leave 
the altar, but the perfume of its incense 
still pervades the regions of the mind. 

If these occasional associations give so 
deep a shade of coloring to the mind, 
then how 'much may be expected from a 
constant companionship with good or 
evil? This is so universally noticed that 
we have the old, and but too true saying, 
"Show me the company that a. man 
keeps, and I will tell you what kind of 
a man he is." We may not hope to 
constantly walk with those who revile 
the church of God, speak lightly of the 
sacraments and scoff at the priesthood: 
without being ourselves more or less de
filed. 

The sneer at a divinely commissioned 
prophet to direct the affairs of the church, 
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at first grates upon our ears; but should we not live in communion with saints. 
we give it countenance, by continuing to here, that we may enjoy their society 
walk with the scoffer, the venom of his hereafter ? X. A. 
speech becomes less offensive until we ... ·- 0o 

eventually join in the laugh, and we are "To Whom it May Concern."· 
numbered with the enemies of God. "Whoso looeth into the perfect law of' 
How long we "may sit in the way of the liberty, and continueth therein, he being: 

" ] " · · t · · d · ht not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the scoorniu , -participa e ~n mi mg ~ev- work, this man shall be blessed in hi& 
els and Sabbath.breakrng excursions deed."-James 1 : 25. 

without being defiled, we may answer We conclude that all true Saints have 
by asking, How long may a child play h fl f 
with fire without being scorched? Well looked into t e law 0 iberty, spoken o 

C by James; but many, I fear, have not 
may the Holy Holy Ghost say, " ome continued to look therein, or they would 
out of her, my people, that ye partake 
not of her sins, and receive not of her be blessed with more light, knowledge 

and wisdom than they are. Mankind 
Plagues.'' 

has failings and weaknesses of every 
When Dean Swift was seeking to en- conceivable character, and in this gener

gage a coachman, he asked the question: ation they manifest themselves as fre
"How near to a precipice can you drive quently and as plainly as in any other· 
without upsetting the carriage?" One age ; yet this is claimed to be the most 
answered, "an inch;" another, "six enlightened era in the history of man. 
inches;" while a third replied, "I do not But we confine our remarks to those· 
know " and gave as his reason, "I al- who have become members of the body 
ways 'keep as far from danger as possi- of Christ. It is an admonition, that 
ble." We do not wonder at the Dean's after we have been enlightened, by obey
hiring the man that always avoided dan- ing the law of adoption, and have re-
ger. ceived the testimony that we are the· 

If this rule holds good for the body, heirs of salvation, that we continue to 
which is of short duration, and of com- look into the "perfect Jaw of liberty." 
paratively little value, how much more It admonishes, and warns us of our fail
applicable is it to the soul, which ~s of ings on all points; and, as we are to be
priceless value and endless duration? come perfect, as our Father in heaven is 
On the othet hand, the companionship perfect, we should not be forgetful hear
,of the good excites in us admiration of ers of the word, but doers of the work, 
the virtues, and with a corresponding that we may all be blessed in our deeds. 
desire of imitation, just as the cultiva- It is not reasonable to expect that all 
tion of flowers begets in us an increased individuals, so soon as they have been 
love of the beautiful. The diamond, "born again," confirmed, and received 
brought to light, absorbs and retains, in the Holy Spirit, that th~y are so pure 
part, the sun's luminous beauty, just as and wise, that those failings they pos-
1\:Ioses talked with God until his counte- sessed ere this, will not, in a greater or 
nance shone with the borrowed glory. less degree, manifest themselves. Yet 
How much of the diamond property we may say, "Old things have passed· 
there is in us, and how near to the away, and all things have become new." 
loveliness of Moses we may come, we So they have in the light of the Spirit; 
cannot say; but this we do know, that the but are we i"ee from our faults? No, 
nearer we live to God, and the more we but we become more and more acquainted 
commune with him in the secret closet with the weakness of the flesh, for there 
and in the sanctuary, the more of his is a war between the Spirit and the flesh. 
light we obtain, and the more like him The flesh desires to wallow in carnality, 
we become. while the Spirit delights in the law.of 

"Then they that loved the Lord spake liberty; then, to keep the flesh in sub
often one to another." Shall we not t jection, it requires us to continue to look 
imitate those ancient worthies? Shall into the perfect law, and to be doers of 
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the work therein required of us, that we 
may have strength through these bless
ings to overcome our faults one by one. 

When we see in the Church those who 
,should be fathers and mothers in Israel, 
(from the length of time they have 
been members), still nursing many of 
those faults which are not becoming to 
a Saint, it brings to my mind, forcibly, 
the 23rd and 24th verses of the chapter 
quoted; and what shall be said to such? 
We have been made to blush with shame 
because of their unbecoming language; 
some, even officers in the Church, using 
the low phrases common to the lowest 
walks of society, but far from becoming 
'to those so enlightened as these thank 
"God that they have become. 

That some whom the shoe may fit may 
'See what I mean, I will here name a few 
of the expressions I have heard members 
of the Church of Christ use: "Gosh," 
"l gosh," "I'll be dogged," "l swan ;" 
the latter, if rightly interpreted, would 
mean "I swear." Nowsuch useless, un
meaning vulgarisms grate harshly upon 
the ear of those who look into the per
fect law, that warns us against such 
things. Then, in order to be the peo
ple of God, should we not be made free, 
through continuing to look into that law 
'Which is truth, for, "if the truth shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed." 

Our seeming forgetfulness of these 
numerous admonitions commanding us 
to guard our conversation aright, has a 
tendency to leave the impression that 
we , do not regard them as being the 
truth. Then where is our growth toward 
perfection, if we are forgetful hearers? 
Wherefore, lay aside all light speeches, 
and use words full of meaning. so that 
your light may shine forth for good; 
and do not become offenders because of 
useless vulgarisms. I have not set my· 
self up to watch for iniquity, short com
ings and such like things, that most of 
us are liable to give away unto; but, 
having them forced upon our very pres
ence, we cannot refrain from giving •·our 
opinion." I know, that "we should al 
ways reform those things in ourselves 
that we blame in others;" then we can 
have a lawful right to speak against the 
failings of others. 

But until the Saints come to a knowl
edge of what constitutes order, they will 
be more or less cumbered with what I 
will term 1:qnorance. (I hope my terms 
will not offend). We should all have a 
zeal of godliness with knowledge. I do 
not brand any with being destitute of 
zeal. Some have too much in particular 
ways; some have so much that when 
they bow in prayer meeting they will 
pray from ten to twenty minutes, which 
often causes a coldness to come over 
those who have read and remembered 
that we are not heard for our "much 
speaking." Look at the brevit.y of the 
prayer our Savior taught his disciples to 
pray. (Are we not. disciples?) No 
vain repetitions. 0 the magnitude of 
the import of that prayer ! It would be 
well to look into it closely, and see if 
there is not much in prayer to bring us 
nearer perfection, if we only heed it. 
Not a forgetful hearer, but a doer. 

"Our Father" is named once, and not 
at the beginning of every other,sentence. 
His ear is attracted by the words, "Our 
Father," and he expects to pay attention 
to our petition until it is finished. From, 
the form taught by the Savior, we con
clude that it is not necessary to say 
"Father,'' "Our Father," "0 God, the 
Eternal Father," between every few 
words of the petition; and if these fre. 
quent, vain repetitions were omitted, the 
prayers in many instances which have 
come under our observation would not, 
I think, have been more than two thirds 
as long. Then repeating over and over 
some name, or all the names of the De
ity, is a vain repetition, and useless, it is 
a zeal without knowledge. 

Again, to enter into a history, and 
tell God of all his glorious qualities 
every time we bow in prayer, is another 
lack of wisdom. God knows his at
tributes, and to tell him every time of 
all we can possibly think of, is, I do think, 
disagreeable in the extreme, even to him. 
(I trust I may be understood). We 
often hear prayers concluded in the fol
lowing manner: '•We ask these favors 
and blessings throiiyh Christ," "Save us 
through Christ," "Save us in thy king
dom through Jesus Christ, amen." If 
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this through is right, I fail to see it; if 
it were, "in the name," of Christ, or J e
sus Christ, or "thy Son,'' then I could un
derstand it better. Perhaps I have in 
this a zeal without knowledge; if so, 
some one having a clearer conception of 
the truth that shall make us free in all 
things, show me through the Herald, 
wherein I have been mislead by my own 
conclusion!!. If we are not to grow up 
perfect in these things, when then shall 
we reach the stature of a ma,n in Christ 
Jesus? Heed James' admonition, and 
cease not to look into the "perfect law," 
that we may become free, and be blessed 
in au our deeds. Amen. M. TEA. 

Thoughts on the Woit•d of Wis· 
dom. 

Deai· Readers of the Herald:-For 
some time I have been trying to live on 
the principle of letting those "without 
sin cast the first stone; also, having a 
sense of my inability, I almost shrink 
from the task, hoping some one better 
qualified will put it in motion; but, see
ing that this position leads to a profound 
silence on all practical questions, and 
having an unfeigned desire to see the 
cause of Zion a success, as also to mag
nify my calling by casting in my mite 
to enhance the prosecution of the great 
work, I have determined to cast a few 
stones in the direction that (in my es
timation) the Saints are the most delin
quent in duty, even though some of them 
may fall upon my own head. Therefore 
I propound the following questions for 
the careful consideration of the Saints. 

It would seem to be in keeping with 
the "eternal fitness of things" that a 
God who had power to create and sus
tain the whole system of the universe in 
all their various vicissitudes, would cer
tainly have a knowledge of temporal,and 
physical things. It is a question of im
portance to my mind whether or not we 
who profess to know the will of God, can 
treat his inst::-uctions in such an unbe
coming manner and not come under con
demnation. 

Does God deal in nonessentials? The 
answer has been given many times, "No, 
we believe the Word of Wisdom to be 

essential to our temporal salvation only." 
But, since the inner man, the mind, or 
the spirit, is so closely allied to the clay, 
that what effects one does more or less 
affect the other. Can we pay no atten
tion to the temporal salvation, and not 
have it effect the spiritual? What will 
warp ones faith, or damage mies confi
dence, and cause him to complain or mur
mur quicker than to have the hand of 
affiiction or death rest upon him or his; 
or to have the destroyer smite the labor 
of his hands? 

Again we are commanded of God to· 
serve him with our "whole hearts." The 
heart spoken of here is a figure of speech, 
and has reference to the mind, as we 
suppose it to be. It is sufficiently dem
onstrated that the heart is an involun
tary muscle, and that all it has to do, 
with the mind is to supply the brain 
with a sufficient amount of nutrition. 
The first and greatest commandment 
places us under the same obligation. 
'rhis commandment is expressed a little 
plainer in B. of C. sec. 3. It reads thus: 

"0 ye that embark in the service of God, 
see that you serve him with all your heart, 
might, mind, and strength, that ye may 
stand blameless before God at the last day."' 

Query: while the mind is suffering 
from temporal disappointment, and sym
pathizing with a debilitated, weakened 
and feeble physical system, is it possible 
that it can develop its functions in its 
spiritual pursuits, to that degree that it 
can be said we serve God with our whole 
minds? Are we not commanded to 
"live by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God?" And do we not 
break his commandment by treating the 
Word of Wisdom in such an unbecom
ing manner? 

The wise man said, "when the wise fa 
instructed he, receiveth knowledge, * * 
but fools despise wisdom and instruc
tion.'' Are we not commanded to be 
"wise servants?" Where is the amount 
of wisdom manifested by trying to carry 
out the plans of God by our wisdom, 
meantime slighting the plan God has in
stituted by which he would make us the 
recipiants of that wisdom from on h,igh? 
Will he who has so often instructed his 
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servants to beware of vain language, in-1 if Zion is to be redeemed by man's abil
dulge in the use of the same? If not. ity or judgment, or by the wisdom ex
then every word uttered by him must be ercised by him, and man uses his own 
of marked significance. Then when in wisdom which id '·foolishness with God," 
such plain language he says t.bat by ob- instead of putting himself in possession 
serving a simple rule which is given, of legitimate wisdom, what will be the 
health, strength, endurance, wisdom, and result? ·wrn t.he past history and ex
great treasures of knowledge shall be en- perienee furnish an answer? 
joyed; an.d alRo prote?tion against the We can think and Fpeak very fluently 
~avages of t:he destroyrng angel, wo1;1ld of hard hearted, stiff necked Israel of 
it not be sm.table, or could we not wit~ old; we can trace every defect to their 
mu~h propriety exc?,ange t.bese te_rm~? own rebelliousness, or to the contemptu
or, m other words, it we will persist m ous manner in which they treated the 
our resistance of the "word of wisdom," instructions of their God· we can trace 
wil_l we ·not bring the opposite upon our all their prosperity to their obedi~nce to 
guilty heads? his counsels; and we can easily contem-

Brothers, sisters .. consider the oppo- plate what the result,, would have been 
site of these inestimable blessings, and had they dispised or neglected his coun
imagine yourselves in their thraldom; sels in regard to the feast of t.he pass
then decide whether of the two is of the over, but happily they observed it, and 
most value, a morbid appetite, satisfied we note the blessings that followed. 
for a moment, or a lifetime spent in the Now God has coupled these transactions 
enjoyment of those great blessings; or together, by way of comparisen, "What 
which sacrifice is the most difficult to therefore God hath joined to??e!her let 
make, to furnish an unhealthy appetite no man put asunder." God waR deal. 
for a time, or to become subject to re- ing with them nationally; dof's he not 
ceive a portion of the vials of wrath deign to deal with us the same? While 
which are beginning to be poured out viewing the matter from this standpoint 
upon this generation? How many of is it not fully evident that if individuals 
us are at this time suffering physically will give no heed to the I,ord's instruc
and mentally, (whereby we endure spir- tions and counsels, those by which he is 
itual loss), from some unwise step we trying to prepare them for the great 
have ignorantly taken? And how often events oft he future; but instead, if they 
do we hear or indulge in the most ve. blunder alon!?", void of those hidden 
hement an:d importunate supplication to treasures of knowledge, attributing all 
God for his Spirit to direct us aright, disappointments, all sufferings, all chast
never thinking that he has offered us nings, to the hand of the devil, when in 
that wisdom which is necessary, or th:it fact the majority are but the fruits of 
he is now offering the knowledge tlrn,t their own folly, is it not clear that it will 
we need, on the simple termR of obedi- have its effects nationally as well as 
ence to those instructions? physically? 

"\Ve read that "Zion shall be redeem
ed with judgments," and we have heard 
conflicting views expressed as to the na
ture oft.his judgment; but in our case it 
matters not which is correct. for if the 
work is to be accomplished '1Jy the Al
mighty by sending the destroyer to 
smite the inhabitants of the land with 
sickness, pestilence, flood, drouth, fam
ine, locusts, and hail, have we the prom
ise that we shall be protected on any 
other basis than that recorded in the 
Word of Wisdom? On the other lrnnd, 

J3y reading the legislative transactions 
of the Church we find that there exists 
conflicting ideas on impotent matters 
which have to be deferred from time i1) 

time as "knotty," complicated que~tion8, 
those which time only will solve. There 
is a lack of that oneness which is neces
sary in order to be in keeping with the 
commandments of the Master Can we, 
dare we, attribute this lack of oneness 
to a willful stubbornness on the part of 
those who differ in opinion? If not 
what other reasonable conclusion can 
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we come to than that the necessary 
"wisdom and great treasures of kno~l
edge" are hidden from them? Will 
some one tell us whether or no these 
"hidden treasures" are just what is want
ing in order to make a success of the 
great work? We really expect there 
are those among the great lights of the 
Church who are the recipients of those 
blessings, even "great treasures of knowl
edge" and we suppose they must pos
sess the same on the Lord's terms, but 
if they all had the necessary wis~om 
would there be any controversy on pomts 
of law? 

When we entered into the waters of 
baptism did we i10t there and then cov
enant to serve God to the best of our 
ability, to give heed to all his counsels, 
and endeavor to do our utmost to please 
him ? He has condescended to speak to 
us by revelation for the purpose of war~
ing us of the plots and schemes of evil 
designing, conspiring men, whose works 
are prevalent in our day, and has in
structed us how to shun and escape them; 
and also thereby place ourselves in posi
tions that we may be of some worth as 
citizens of his kingdom. Now do we 
maintain or break our covenants by re
fusing to give heed to this valuable in
formation? Can we be so prAsum pt.nous 
as to think the Lord is well pleased with 
our non.attention to his instructions? 
If not do we not believe we are incur
ring his displeasure? The Psalmist says 
that the Lord wili vex the people in his 
displeasure, and the Lord said of the 

blow the trumpet and warn the people, then 
whosoPver heareth the sound *~ * * and 
taketh not warning if the sword come and 
take him away, his blood shall be upon his 
own head * * *; but if the watchman see 
the sword come and blow not the trumpet, 
and the people be not warned, if the sword 
come and take any pereon from among them, 
he is taken away in his iniquity, but his 
blood will I require at the watchman's 
hands." 

Whether this quotation be applicable 
or not (let the watchman of this dispen
sation judge), this much is certain_, t~e 
Lf)rd has brought the sword of his m
dignation upon the people of e':"ery land, 
and many are being taken. with cholera, 
by famine, by shipwreck, by tornad?es 
and cyclones, the watchmen are warnmg 
·the nations of these things, and many are 
being; convinced, but is it not indispen
sable to those who are being convinced 
that the way of escape should be taught? 
And if they be not warned of the way 
to escape, and they chance to be taken 
prior to attaining to the required state 
of perfection (which is gener.ally t~e 
work of time and not accomphshed lil 

an instant), ~t whose hands will their 
blood be required? 

H,iping that the Saints will bear with 
me, and that they will carefully con~id
er this important matter, by findmg 
answers to these questions; also, that 
this weak effort may call forth something 
more fully developed on the subject, I 
am your brother in Christ, · 

D. R. BALDWIN. 
SEDGWICK, Iowa. 

ehildren of Israel: "My people are de- Tbe Miracles of Our Savior. 
stroyed for lack 0f knowledge;" "be· First, I desire under this head to no-
cause thou hast rejected knowledge I tice some ideas which I believe erroneous 
will also reject thee," &c. Hence will and unscriptural. These ideas were pre
i.t be prudent for us to reject knowledge, sented in my hearing some months ago, 
knowing that God has not ch~nged? as constituting a part of the true faith 

"When a man's ways please the Lord, Now this I know to be untrue; and 
he maketh even his enemies to be at. my object in writing on the subject, 
peace with him."-H·ov. See also what is to disabuse some minds of the errors 
the Lord says is pleasing unto him, as under which they may still be laboring; 
recorded in B. of C. 86 : 2. believin§!", as I do, that error vitiates and 

The Lord commanded Ezekiel to pro- impairs the human mind, of its faculty 
phesy unto his people, thus: to receive and retain the truth. 

"When I bring the sword upon ~ land, if The truths concerning Christ, his 
~he people of the. land take a ma'.' * * * and · · d th work to be accomplished set him for their watchman; if, when he mrns10n, an e 
aeeth the sword come upon the land, he , under his direction, relating to the sal-
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vation ofthe human family, should dwell 
in the mind unmixed with error in or
der that they may be appreciated in all 
their beauty and grandeur. 

The postulate was assumed, that the 
apostles whil~ on earth performed greater 
works than were wrought by the Savior 
previous to his ascension, and in fulfill
ment of his promise, as recorded in John 
14: 12: 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you [plural], 
He that believeth [any one] on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works shall be do because I go to my 
Father." 

Notice that this promise was stated in 
general terms, forbidding the assumption 
that it was given alone to the apostles, 
but rather to all true believers, in every 
age of the world. In support of this 
singular position, reference was made to 
Paul's healing the sick by the medium 
of a handkerchief, and Peter by his 
passing shadow. In order to proYe the 
weakness of bis position, I need only to 
refer the readers of the Jie1·ald to the 
history of our SaYior, where he healed 
the centurion's son, who was at a dis
tance, merely by a word. A leper who 
kneeled to him was healed by a word. 
"l will, be thou clean." At another 
time a man had his withered hand re
stored in the act of obedience to tlrn 
command, "Stretch forth thine liancl" 
Will the brother please explain to the 
rnaders of the Hera!d wherein it re
quired less power to perform these three 
notable miracles than for Peter or Paul 
to perform any of theirs? '11

0 mv mind 
the greater works referred to ·in th~ 
text, was prearhing to the spirits in 
prison. The fact that Christ himself 
~ubsequent to his utterance of the prom~ 
1se, went and preached to the spirits in 
prison, does not in any way militate 
against my position ; for it was necessary 
that he should f:O first, in order that he 
might, through death, obtain the power 
over the grave, and that it could no longer 
be said, "There is a !!reat gulf fixed, so 
that no man can pass from us unto you." 

Second, the brother seemed next to 
be laboring under the impression that 
in all the instances recorded in the I3ible 
where it is said that Goel commanded the 

children of Israel to smite men, women 
and children, the accounts are fictitious, 
and unwortl1y of credit. He argues 
that God is too good and merciful a being 
to give any such command to bis child
ren, and that he mistated that in their 
conquest of the Canaanite city Ai, they 
ravished the women of the city. It would 
have been rather damaging to the broth
er's statements, but fortunate for the 
cause of truth, if he had turned to the Bi
ble and read to his audience the history 
of the capture of Ai; and I for one, am 
thoroughly satisfied that it will prove 
more than a herculean task for any to 
prove that the children of Israel ever 
committed so base and atrocious a crime. 
But if any one is truly desirous of serv
ing the interests of what they deem to 
be the truth on this subject, they should 
come forward and show wherein it is 
more unmerciful for God to command his 
children to destroy his enemies, than for 
him to destroy them by the elements, bv 
pestilence, famine and earthquakes. " 

That the denunciations against J~ 
ua's ~istorians for forgery, falls just as 
heavily on others, I will now endeavor 
to show. "When, :;t a certain time, God 
appeared to Abraham, He foretold that 
Abraham's seed should remain in Egypt 
until the iniquities of the Amorites was 
come to the full, when he would bring 
them out with great power, with a, 
stretched out arm, and with fury poured 
out. ·when this prediction was fulfilled 
God promised the.children of Israel that 
he would send the hornet before them, 
and drive the Cannanites out of the 
land which he had promised their fore
fathers for an everlasting inheritance; 
but, on account of their subsequent dis
obedience, God revoked his promise of 
the hornet, and commanded them to 
drive out the Canaanites by the force of 
arms. This command, and the promise 
previously revoked proves the fact that, 
it was God's purpose to utterly destroy 
the Canaanites of the land. He had 
the s·ame right to driYe out these idol
atrous tribes by employing the army of 
Israel as his agent, as he had to send hor
nets to sting them to death. 

If it had been recorded that God sent 
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earthquakes and swallowed up those I taught to be denied. The Savior says, 
cities with their inhabitants, as com· "I came not to do mine own will, but 
pletely as Sodom and Gomorah were de- the will of him that sent me." Again, 
stroyed by fire, then men would never in John, he says, "My :Father is greater 
have thought of questioning the truth. than I." 
fulness of the account. It is recorded in It is believed by all Latter Day Saints 
the history of the kings of Israel that that supreme power dwells in the Father, 
Elijah slew four hundred men at one as the source or fountain, while on the 
time, and was afterwards translated. other hand the supremacy dwelling in 
Nephi was commanded to kill L~ban Christ was conferred upon him. He 
while helpless in a drunken fit. If the says, all power is g£ven unto me in 
children of Israel committed murder in heaven and earth." The word "all" in 
doing as recorded, then by the same rule, t,he quotation must, however, be taken 
Elijah and Nephi were guilty of murder in a qualified or limited sense, to agree 
also. The innocency of the children of with Paul's teaching, who says: 
t.he Canaanites cannot be urged againBt "It is evident that he is excepted who did 
the truthfulness of the history, from the put all things under him." 
fact that it would be far better for them Here again the absolute supremacy, 
to be slain in their infancy, than to and consequent superiority of the Father 
grow up to maturity, and by disobedi- is strongly implied. As still further 
ence, ;:i,ccumulate wrnth as their parents proof that God, Jehovah, i·s and always 
had done. was supreme over all, and absolute in all 

Had the children of Israel spared the of his attributes, so perfect that they 
children of their enemies, those children can neither be added to nor diminished 
would in time have proven a snare to from, I refer the reader to the words 
their captors, by the breaking out of those of God to Moses, revealed to us through 
evil tendencies inherited from their wick- the "choice seer" : 
ed and sin steeped ancestors. I would "Behold, I am the Lord God Almighty, 
further ask by what rule of history, rea. and endless is my name, for I am without 
son or r)hiiosophy we are required to I beginning of days or end of years; and is 

, ' t 'h' di ~" reject as false that part of the histm·y no • 18 en ess · 
which records that God commanded the In this passage, the word "endless" 
children of Israel tG do a certain thing, refers to the past as strongly as to the 
and to accept that portion which informs future; and forbids the assumption that 
us that they did thus and so. the Eternal l?ather ever laid aside his 

'I'he next point that I wish to review glory and ~o~er o~ became d~vested of 
is the doctrine advanced, that the eter- them, as Christ. did,. whos~. J1;1dgment 
nal Father obtained his dominion and was taken awa:y: m h1s hum1ha.t10n, and 
power in the same way that his Son ~as "made [did not make ~1mselfJ. a 
Jes us Christ obtained his, that is, by htt!e lo:ver than the ani:els. Agam, 
coming into a world, and being crucified he ~ays m the second section of the rev
or uut to death for the sins of its in- elatwn above quoted: 

-• ' 
habitants, and by rising from the tomb, 
and ascending to heaven. 

I am confident that I am treading on 
s1fe ground in denouncing this doctrine 
as a doctrine of evil, and akin to po
lygamy, the Adam-God theory, and 
blood-atonement; it follows of necessity 
that God must have been sent, as his 
Son Jesus Christ was, by some being 
superior to himself. That Christ was 
superior [inferior we suppose he means 
--ED.] to his Father is too plainly 

"And I have a work for thee to do, Mo
ses, my son, and thou art in the similitude 
of mine Only Begotten; and mine Only Be
gotten is and shall be the Savior, for he is 
full of grace and truth; but there is 'no 
God besides me." 

If the doctrine which we are consid
ering be true, then the above statement 
must be false. In the Bible God makes 
use of language still more emphatic. 
He declares : -

"There is no God besides me; I know not 
any." 
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I argue that if' God does not now 
know any God besides himself, that he 
never did, or he makes himself' a liar. 
But I say (and so will every I1atter Day 
Saint), let God be true, though every 
man be found false-a prophet, or 
any other man who is presumptuous 
enough to teach such doctrines, not ex
cepted. Again, if this doctrine be true, 
to whom did the Father offer himself? 
And when he delivered up the kingdom, 
which it is said he thus obtained, to 
whom did he deliver it: Enoch says to 
the Lord: 

"How is it. that thou canst weep, seeing 
thou art holy, and from all eternity to all 
eternity?" 

Again, I question still further: If 
this doctrine be true, why is it that God 
has not revealed it in such plainness 
that it could not be gainsayed? Since, 
as I have so evidently shown, this doc
trine is opposed to scripture and reason, 
we must look elsewhere for a solution of 
;,he Savior's language as recorded in 
John 5 : 19, 20. (I. T.) 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son 
can do nothing: of himself, but what soever 
he seeth the Father do; for whrit things 
soever he doeth, these doeth tho Son like· 
wise; for the Father loveth the Son, and 
showeth him all things whatsoever himself 
doeth; and he will show him greater things 
than these, that ye all may marvel." 

A critical examination of the forego
ing will show no more than an agree
ment with the words of the Savinr where 
he says: "J\ly Father clwel!eth in me, 
and he doeth the work," also where be 
says, "my Father woxketh hithertn, and 
I work." If the Father dwelt in Christ, 
t,hen the Savior could say with the f!reat
est propriety that his Father did the 
work. This must have been the mean
ing which the Savior intended to con
vey to the minds of the Jews. But per
haps this doctrine if true is among the 
things which Paul says "are not lawful 
for man to utter." If so, then not only 
would a prophet, but also any other man 
who teaches it, be a transgressor against 
the law of that God whom it dra!!s down 
from the lofr,y po~ition which h; claims 
in his word. 

What matters it that a teacher did 

teach this doctrine (which I neither 
admit nor deny) it, does not make it true 
any more than if it had been taught by 
Zoroaster or :Mohammed. He who 
sometimes erred in deed was also as lia
ble to err in doctrine. In conclusion. 
permit me to express the hope that th~ 
g1ders of Israel will find enough to do in 
teaching the demonstrated truths of the 
gospel, without dabbling in mystical 
speculations and unsound theories. 

ROBERT FULLER. 

The GaHrn1·iHfi:' o&' I!>raeL 

This principal of gathering has in all 
ages ot the world, bad a charm for the 
children of God; and it appears that it 
was his design to bring his people out 
from among those who had gone into 
sin and transgression, that they might 
dwell together and servB him more per
fectlv. Hence the Lord commands 
Abr~bam to go to a land tha,t he would 
show him. 

And again, he raised up Moses to go, 
and to deliver the Children of Israel out 
of bondage and to bring them into a 
land of promise. But it is true that they 
were not permitted to inherit it, but only 
because of sin and transgression. But 
Moses' successor went forth into that 
land of promise; and it is plain that 
God intended that all the children of 
Israel should possess that holy land, if 
they did not tran~gress. 

Now, dear reaciers of the Jleralcl, their 
gathering together bas ever been the 
theme of the Lat,te:r Day Saints, as well 
as having been that of the former day 
saints; and we, as a people, have been 
looking forward for that timo to come 
when God would raise up that man of 
power to lead his people out of bondage 
and sin into that promised land which 
be himself' set apart for the gathering of 
his Saints, in the latter days. 

Now, therefore, let us find out the 
place which he has appointed for the 
gathering of his Saint~, and for those 
that obey the gospel. I shall call your 
attention to a revelation given Decem
ber, 1833, secili 98, par. fl. There we 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



746 THU J£ L. D. SAINTS' HERALD. 

have Zion located in Jackson count.y, 
Missouri; nr, in other words, it is the 
place for the gathering; of the Saints. 
And the Lord has said as follow~: 

"All mine Israel shall be savPd; and they 
that have been scattered shall be gathered. 
* * And behold there is none other place 
appointed for the work of the gathering of 
my saints until the day cometh when there 
is found no more room for them."-B. C. 
DS: 4. 

Therefore, we take it for granted, that 
this must be the place that he will gath
er them to; and not to any other place; 
for he has said, 

"Zion shall not be moved out of her plaee; 
notwit.hstandi.ng her children are scattered 
they shall return ancl build up the waste 
places of Zion." 

And in revelation the of June, 1831, 
sec. 52: 9, he said: 

"Ye shall assemble yourselves together 
to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which 
is the land of your inheritances." 

Also in the revelation given in .July, 
sec. 57: 1, he tells us that this is the 
land and the place which he has appoint
ed and consecrated for the gathering of 
the Saints, saying: 

«Wherefore this is the land of promise, 
and the place for the city of Zion. .x, * * 
Therefore it is wisdom that the land be pur
chased by the saints, ·:< ·~- that they may ob
tain it for an everlasting inheritance." 

Again he tells us that the land of Zi
on "shall not be obtained but by pur
chase or by blood, otherwise there is 
none inheritance for you; and if by 
purchase behold you are blessed." 

He also said : 
"I will that my saints should be as

sembled upon the land of Zion, and that 
every man should take righteousness in his 
hands and faithfulness upon his loins and 
lift a, warning voice unto the inhabitants of 
the earth, and declare both by word and by 
flight that desolation shall come upon the 
wicked." 

Now, while this destruction is to come 
upon the wicked, and also upon the 
earth, the Lord has appointed this Zion 
as a place of refuge for his people. Oh, 
how good and kind the Lord is toward 
his Saints, in providing a home of safe. 
ty for all those that will put their trust 
in him, and will rely upon his word. 
Again the Lord has said that it is his 

" 

will tnat his people should claim and 
hold claims upon that which he has ap
pointed unto them, '"l'houg1·: they should 
not be permitted to dwell t,hereon; nev
ertheless I do not say they shall not 
dwell ·thereon, for, inasmuch as they 
bring forth fruit and works meet for my 
kingdom. they shall dwell thereon, and 
they shall build and another shall not 
inherit it. they shall plant vineyards and 
they shall eat the fruit thereof." 

Now, dear Saints, is not this a glori
ous promise to us as a people, and all 
this was said by the Lord before the 
Church \Vas rejected, iind he.is God and 
cannot lie. Also, what do we hear in 
1851? The voice of the Lord unto his 
servant .Jason W. Briggs, concerning 
the Church: 

"Behold, I have not cast off my people, 
neither have I changed in regard to Zion; 
yea, verily, my people shall be redeemed 
and my law shall be kept which I revealed 
nnto my servant Joseph Smith, Jr., for I am 
God and not man, and who is he that shaU 
turn me from my purpose." · 

Then has not God purposed to gath
er his Saints to this Zion? We say,,. 
Yes. Hence he has said, 

"In mine own due time will I call upon 
the seed ef ,Toseph Smith and will bring one 
forth and he shail be mighty and strong, 
and he shaU preside over the High Priest
hood of my church, and then shall the quo
rums assemble and the pure in heart shall 
gather, and Zion shall be reinhabited, as I 
said unto my servant Joseph Smith." 

It is not Nauvoo that is to be reinhabit
ed by the quorums of the Church, and 
by the pure in heart, but it is Zion; 
and surely Zion cannot fall, neither be 
moved out of her place, for God is there, 
and the hand of the Lord is there, and 
he hath sworn by the power of his might 
to be her salvation and to be her high 
tower. 

"Therefore, verily thus saith the Lord, 
let Zion rejoice; for this is Zion the pure 
in heart; therefore let Zion rejoice while 
all the wicked shall mourn, for behold, and 
lo, vengeance cometh speedily upon the un
godly and who shall escape it." 

Therefore the word of the Lord is un
to us to gather into the regions round 
about, and to stand in holy places and 
wait for the revelation to come. Now 
this holy place must be the place that 
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he has consecrated and set apart for the I to give your first speech like a Wilber. -
gathering of his Saints. Let us also force. Every body knows you have not 
hear the word of the Lord in 1873, giv- the head of Daniel Webster-they only 
en to Joseph Smith: think it is very well for you, John 

"Let my commandment to gather into the Smith. It need not cool your ardor to 
regions round about, and the counsel of the be thus spoken of. It helps to make 
elders of my church guide in this matter, a comparison between the poorer and 
until it shall be otherwise given of me." the better. Very rarely would the world 

Now if it is a fact that we must take look upon pictures or works of art, if 
the latest revelations in preference to none sat at the easel or held the chisel 
the former, as Bro. Briggs gives us to but the world's great masters. What 
understand that we must, then the Saints would you be-what would the world 
must gather in the regions round about, be, if none struggled to be heard? Be
and not to Nauvoo. Also the pure in cause you cannot pipe so long or so loud 
heart should gather towards this Zion as a stronger or bolder brother, need 
that she might be rein habited, for this you try on their instrument? You may 
is the word of the Lord unto us as his make a clearer and sweeter strain on 
people, "Gather together as much in one some other one. The world does not 
region as can be consistent with the feel- measures all beauties or talents alike. 
ings of the people, and behold l will give If one thinks the whip-poor-will t;he 
unto you favor and grace in their eyes best singer of the wood, would he care 
that you may rest in peace and safety." to have that bird under his window al-

JA111Es Kur. ways? His neighbor might like Orn 

Do \Vbat Yen (;an. 
"The woods would be very silent if 

no birds sang there but those that sang 
best." 

I know nob who said those beautiful 
words, but I may be safe to say it was 
no great man. Not what the world 
calls great, not learned, not rich, but 
whosoever placed them upon paper, to 
be read by its struggling thousands, 
.gave a sermon in the plainest, truest, 
yet grandest way it could be told. 

I know how anxious everv one feels 
to do his best-to be first. ·Well, you 
may do your best. But if your talent 
will not bring you a hundred fold, be 
content by its doubling. }father be 
proud that you can look back and say, 
"that is as well again as I once did." 
If you are capable of no more, why be
moan your own fate because others have 
outstripped you? Do you gain by com
plaining, or by silence? Can you lose 
by trying again? If none went abroad 
but the J\foodys and Sankeys, h6w many 
places would be unfruitful. Ah! the 
churches would be very silent if none 
preached but those who preached best! 
To be first or nothing is a poor saying 
by which to live. No one expects you 

:r:obin best, then who is to be judge be
tween the two. Should one bird stop 
singing because some other can be heard 
the farthest? No, use what talents you 
possess. See not smiles or frowns, hear 
not the jeers or envious remarks, heed 
not the prophetic sayings of your future, 
and never mind if you do not do as well 
as the best. Keep doing-sculpture or 
paint, study or play, sing, speak or write, 
and if you do not stand first, remember 
that the woods would be very silent if 
no birds sang but those that sang best. 
-Phrcn. Journal. 

~----- .... 
The sting of a bee is a powerful weapon, 

but the poison c,f a spider is far moTe effec
tive. So it is with gilded anci fashionable 
vice. In a thousand seductive forms of 
pleasure, and seeming innocence, it arrays 
itself, unsuspected by thoughtless youth, 
till in an unguarded moment the bitter fruit 
is tasted, and the poisonous fangs are in
serted. So with the victim of intemperance, 
and other vices. Conscience and will, given 
for the very purpose of defense when s,ssail
ed, remain unused, and he surrenders with
out a struggle to his merciless foe.. "My 
son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou 
noto'~ 

Some persons are good to work, but good 
for nothing to co-work. 

The peace makers are to be cailed the 
children of God. 
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li"i December 76. 
Jliil"" Look Here.-A mark opposite this no tire 
will inform subscril>Hs that their time is out with 
the' number tlius marked, as man:v fail to notice the 
time on their label. RemittanceS are desired. 

Attention is called to rhe last page, where is gfren 
full instructions about bow and to whom io send all 
money, orders, and business letters, as recently adM 
vised. 

JOSEPH SI\HTH, } ~ 
HENRY A. STEBBINS, EDITORS. 

Plano, Hl"' December Hi, 181'6. 

THAT there is a necessity to use the sinews 
of material warfare to advance the interests 
of the cause of truth, no Saint denies by 
voice. That the things of this life, includ. 
ing the "unrighteous mammon,'' are, in 
some sort, necessary to the sustaining and 
strengthening of the body of ministerial 
laborers, it is equally true, no Saint by 
volce denies-all admit, all concede that 
there is absolute necessity for temporal 
means to carry on the spiritual work or' 
the gospel of peace. How, and whence 
this means is to be procured, has been a 
fruitful cause of conjecture, theorizing 
and experiment, among all classes of re
ligionists; anti w.ith none i8 the subject 

\Vith morl~ intense 
desire to arrive at a just conclusion than it 
is among the Saints. 

The name by which the means when 
· procured shall be called, has been the topic 

of contrO"versy; and son13 have expressed u 
willingness to pay "tithing" who strongly 
oLject to the paying of "surplus" and to 
"consceration." So1ne have been averse to 
cnrichl.ug the cofrers of the Church for any 
purpose; because they were not satisfied 
whether that which they should pay ought 
to be called "surplus," "freewill offerings,'' 
uconsecrations/' or {(tithing." Others have 
l,lCglected or refused; Lecause the Church 
has not definitely determined wlrnt the 
means is to be called, and what amount 
per wpita, or pro ratrb is to be pail!. 

Snppose "\Ye admit, for the sake of the 
argument, that the means, if raised and 
properly applied, would be as productive 
of good called by one name as if called by 
another, and haif tlle difficulty is removed. 
The fact is conceded that meuns are needed, 

and that it must come from the private 
resources of the Saints; what need then for 
sensible people to quarrel, or even good 
naturedly wrangle over the name of a dol
lar, the use of which is defined, and the 
source whence it is to come clearly under
stood. 

A prominent brother, who has been in 
the missisonary field constantly for a num
ber of years, lately wrote us a letter, in 
which occurs the following, "The needs of 
the la boring ministry are not great, but they 
::ire certainly very pressing." 'l'here aTe 
but few who are constantly engaged in 
preaching away frorn their homes, the great 
majority of the really efiicient Elders being 
engaged in bread winning, as a labor, and 
preaching betimes as recreation; or as a 
partial fulfillment of their duties as Elders. 
These are tloing all they can, as they be. 
lieve and say; but there are some who do 
not put forth any effort to accomplish even 
so muah toward preaching the wont Is 
there any difference between these two 
classes, so far as temporal obligation to 
the welfare of the cause is concerned. And 
which of them is in the greater need? The 
answer is obvious; neither is in pressing 
need. Both are, or should be, sufficiently 
indtrntrious and careful to be above need; 
for both are serving their personal interests 
first, the interests of the work secondarily. 
How will these two classes compare in re
gard to obligation and responsibility? The 
comparison is unfavorable to the latter; 
for the responsibility is the same in both 
cases, and the obligation the same, varied 
only by the condition surrounding the in
dividtrnls composing both. This is, to our 
mind, tb.e only difference. Hence, the form
er is more excusable for a failure to present 
of their means than the latter, by just so 
much as their effort is commensurate with 
their ability, opportunity and surroundings. 

There is a class, however, few in number, 
though great in faith and works, who are 
constantly eng·agec1 in prosecuting the mis
sions assi!ned them from time to time, and 
preaching wherever and whenever wisdom, 
or the call of the Spirit directs. What of 
this class? Their time is worth just as 
much in the manual labor market as is the 
time of any of the two classes before referred 
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to. It requires very nearly as much per 
week to feed and clothe themselves and 
families, if they have any, as it does others 
not preaching. We write, "nearly so much," 
from a consideration of the supposition 
that, if an elder is in the :field preaching, 
his family is under greater moral obliga
tion to be economical and self-sacrificing, 
than is the family of a man stopping at 
home winning his own and their daily 
l:iread. But men in the ministerial field 
cannot win much bread by manual or pro
fessional labor; for some kinds oflabor are 
considered unprofessional for elders to en
gage in; and some professions are abso
lutely forbidden by church public opinion. 
Besides, successful professional and manu
al labor demand a local and permanent 
abiding place; while of the itinerant min
ister it is required that he travel from place 
io place as time permits and necessity de
mands. From these, obligation and re
sponsibility can claim no more than from 
the others; nor are their families under 
any more moral obligation to exhibit the 
spirit of self-abnegation and sacrifice tllan 
the families of other. 

However, this is all preliminary. If the 
,efficient Elders now in the field were to 
conclude that their salvation was as secure, 
and they absolved from obligation and re
sponsibility by just such sacrifice of time 
as would compare, by just computation, 
with the "sacrifice," "consecration," "free
will-offering," or "tithing,'' calling it wh.at
ever name any of the readers may fancy, 
as apparently do those who thus "sacrifice," 
or "consecrate," how much labor per year 
would they do? A great deal less than 
one tenth of their time would be required. 

During the time that the temple of Nau
voo was being built,.the usual amount of 
labor demanded of the laborer was every 
tenth clay; but there were some who were, 
from the nature of their qualifications and 
labors, at work on the temple all their time. 
These were paid a compensation for the 
.nine days of time they were at work more 
than their quota of ·one day in ten; as H 
was justly deemed proper and right that 
not more should be exacted of them than 
their brethren. So is the principle when I 
applied to our brothers in the field. 

'fhere is a strong feeling against a paid 
ministry. All seem to agree that to pay a 
stipulated sum to an Elder as a salary, woulcl 
be derogatory to the dignity of the charac
ter of a gospel minister, and inconsistent 
with the profession of the Church. Hence 
no argument can be presented with such a 
proposition in view. It is seemingly 
equally obnoxious to urge the adoption 
of a graduated list of stipulated sums, 
which the church should be held to pay to 
the families of those in the field. For, it 
is urged, if the supplies which must fill the 
coffers of the church, are dependent upon 
the capricious free-will of a people an 
equally interested; and all, or nearly all, 
equally negligent, it would be decidedly 
impracticable for.the church to promise to 
do what it had not the surety of being 
able to perform. A capricious and incon
stant supply enforces an inconstent and 
capricious expenditure. 

We commend these thoughts to the at
tention of Saints, together with the state
ment, that there is now an urgent need for 
the use of the things of this world that per
ish, in order that there may be a wider 
spread of the wisdom th.at endureth, and 
an increase of the life that abideth forever. 

PHASES OF SPIRITUALISM. 

THAT noted medium of the Spiritualists, 
Slade by name, whose visit to England we 
mentioned some time ago, has come to 
grief there. He went with flying colors 
and was received by the advocates of that 
system with honor and applause; and, for 
a time he did a thriving business and won 
both money and fame. But, after a time, 
it was discovered that at least some of his 
wonders were not by Spirit power, but by 
physical means; and, proof being obtained 
of his deceptive ways, he was accused of 
getting money under false pretense, and, at 
the instance of Prof. Lankester, and other 
men of note in scientific investigation, he 
was cited to answer summonses on two 
charges. This caused much excitement 
among the Spiritualists, who were unwill
ing to believe that his wonderful achieve
ments were only a delusion and a snare~ 
or money and notoriety; but,. on trial, his 
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spirit slate writing, and other supposed 
deeds of the departed, were exposed, and 
he was sentenced as a vagrant and an im
poster to three months' hard labor in the 
House of Correction; whereas in America 
he would probably have continued to gull 
the credulous for years, or if found out he 
would only have been free to go to pastures 
new, there to exhibit his "wonders" to "de
ceive." It is stated that in Texas those who 
give manifestations of this kind are requir
ed to take out licenses as showmen. 

In Toronto, Canada, in Boston and Web
ster, Mass., and in other places also, suc
cessful exposes have been made by those 
who first listened, then doubted, then inves
tigated, until trap doors and other helps 
to the investigation of spirit visitants from 
the "summer land" were brought to light, 
and it was demonstrated that flesh and 
blood mortals, by change of dress and by 
other devices, personated the forms of those 
gone before. Also the sudden display of 
lights, the seizing of and holding the pre
tended "materialization," have completely 
overturned the game in other instances, 
thus bringing suddenly to a close their 
nightly successes in deluding the "seekers 
unto the dead." 

But, notwithstanding the arts of all th03e 
users of deception, it is not therefore nec
essary to infer that there is no power in the 
manifestation of modern spiritual philoso
phy but that of man; for both sacred and 
profane history, as well as the voice of God 
and of his prophets, warrant us in the be
lief that the power of many things done 
and said is not of earthly origin, nor will 
its character and general tendency cause 
the honest seeker after pure truth to think 
it to be of heavenly or holy origin. 

Harper's Magazine for October, contains 
an editorial upon the general tone of the 
messages received through those professing 
to have mediumistic power with the world 
of spirits. The writer affirms that most of 
the messages are useless, full of repetition 
of cheap sentimental and semi-religious 
phrases, partaking greatly of twaddle, non
sense, and slang; but he considers that the 
most lamentable feature of the whole mat
ter is the tendency towards the degredation 
ef sacred things and divine truths. 

And this, because it makes so common 
a level between this world and the next, in, 
consequence of peopling the boasted "sum. 
mer land" with the same rough, profane, 
and evil minded beings as are those on, 
earth; and as these so called spirits of the, 
dead claim themselves to have been while 
on earth. 

Not, in our opinion, that death will 
change a man from a sinner to a Saint; 
not that it will make the evil doers of earth 
bands of angels; but the marvel is that. 
such beings who tell of no good thing they 
did while on earth, and who seem never to, 
have lived, much less to have taught others,, 
the way of righteousness, are in the large, 
majority, in giving communications for the 
good of the world. And this if there are 
so many good spirits that can communi
cate; and equally strange that the balance, 
though finer in tone, and represented as 
given by very gentle spirits, contain so lit
tle, if anything, of, real benefit or usefulness 
to communicate; because, for any practi
cal use, it is but a trifle better than the 
other kind. Strange also that they will be 
listened to again and again in giving the 
same repetitions of indefinite and often 
meaningless sentiment, to say nothing of· 
the other sort. 

We once heard a noted lecturer and de-· 
bater for Spiritualism admit that eight 
times out of nine the spirits either told,,, 
falsehoods, as to time, place, etc,, or else: 
took the names of others, even of former , 
great or noted ones of earth, on purpose to 
attract attention. But he says, "Because 
some men lie, do you disbelieve all men?" , 
Now if there is that great odds against one· 
in seeking for spiritual truth from those 
who come back to earth to teach men and. 
women of that great future and its condi
tions, then who that is wise will wish to, 
trust himself or herself in that uncertainty, 
-the balance, or remaining ninth, being it;.; 
self made, more or less, of sentimentalism,,, 
notwithstanding it may be poetic, mysteri
ous and enchanting. 

Another explanation given by its leader&
is that there are "low intelligences and sen-
timental fools" in the spirit world just as· 
there are here; but, as another has said, 
that is not a satisfactory way out, at least 
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not to us. For, although it is but a step may come so near to it in appearance as to 
from this life to the next, and though it be deceive the nations of the earth before the 
true that no extraordinary change will battle of the great day. 
take place in our characters as spiritual And there is a strange fact worthy of 
identities at death, yet, for that very reason, note here, that, while the advocates of 
we should look with solemn earnestness Spiritualism deny and scoff at an actual 
for the right means to take, and for the resurrection of the dead, yet that they are 
most truthful instruction to be found in re- seeking for the materialization of spirit 
lation to the realities of another world- forms as the grand achievement and crown
and hesitate to take that which admits to ing feature of their success,-could they but 
being eight-ninths false, which leaves the gain that result, even to restore the dead 
remaining ninth eight parts uncertain to a tangible, real existence among the liv
whether it be the true ninth or not. ing, as some have dreamed of yet doing; 

We need to know just how to prepare, just as we know that, by the power of God, 
just what to do, just what we must be, to the resurrection will be the sublime, final, 
<;>ccupy the highest condition, lest we al- and successful triumph of the work ot God 
so be counted among the "sentimental and of Christ over all our enemies,-death 
fools" or "low intelligences," granting for the last to give up. 
the moment the spiritualistic theory that The aim of the ad versa1'y is to come as 
the dead return, also the idea that these near the genuine as he can, and to follow 
spirits of a lower order are the only cause out the works of God so closely as to de
preventing receiving intelligence from ceive those who do not examine for truth, 
the other world that is absolutely certain, and to copy and perform many things said 
and truth that is wholly unadulterated. and done by the powers of good in heaven 

Granting that great things have been and on earth; but, as in Moses' day, many 
wrought, or that greater ones may be ex- things were impossible for him in those 
pected from those who shall yet more fully attempts. 
succeed in doing "great wonders,'' by the But, were these seekers for the forms of 
power of Satan, to "deceive them that dwell their dead ones, only willing to wait the 
on the earth,'' "because they believed not time when the full and glorious triumph 
the truth," (Rev.13: 13, 14; 16: 14; 2 Thess. of truth over error, good over evil, lifo over' 
2: 9-12), and though the adversary of souls death, shall take place, wherein both: the 
may have power to present spiritual forms, living and the dead (those now called dead) 
-Or illusive ones, having that appearance, may all share, they would find a full and 
even to giving an exact likeness of the entire "restoration" to satisfy all their 
dead as perhaps the case with the pretend- longings for immortality and communion, 
-ed appearance of Samuel the prophet, instead of the partial restoration which 
when Saul sought for familiar spirits, yet I they seek in dark and covert places here 
we believe this to be as far as they can go, and there. For then will the most ardent 
and that the great anxiety for tangible, sub- longing of the pure and the good for their 
stantial materializations, will be fruitless lost ones be abundantly satisfied. And, as 
of satisfaction to the seekers. it is the seeker after vain hopes will find 

°\Ve have no warrant for believing that no satisfaction until He, who is.Lord botl1 
the opposite power from God's power has of the dead and of the living, shall "finish 
even the ability to bring the actual spirit his work," and shall crown his complete 
of man to view, and much less is it possi- and glorious victory over death and hell 
ble for that power ever to extend to the by the resurrection of all men, each in his 
collecting and organizing of the material order of merit, and the glory, happiness 
elements, either those of this world or those and peace, in the highest degree, of the 
of the other, into bodies mortal or immor- willing, the obedient, the righteous, and 
tal, for the power of creation and of the the pure, even where God and Christ are, 
resurrection, we feel assured, rests alone and those from all the ages ancl genera-
0With God and with Christ, although Satan tions of man upon the earth. 
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NOTES OF TRAVEL. On Monday, by the kindness of Br. Thom-
as Millard's son, Harry, we went to Br. 

Ali'TER returning from Santa Cruz, on the Johns, and was by him taken to Genoa, 
26th of October, we made immediate prepar- Carson Valley, where we spoke to a large 
ations to leave California; and on the 29th assembly in the Court House. From there, 
for the last time spoke to the congregation Br. Johns had arranged for preaching at 
of Saints and friends in the Hall of the Mottsville, Fairview, Diamond Valley and 
Grand Army of the Republic, on New Jack's Valley, on successive nights; all of 
Montgomery Street, where the Saints at which engagements we filled, visiting the 
:present hold their Sunday services. There Saints between times .. 
was a good audience present, and we en- At Genoa and Mottsville, we fell in with 
joyed a fair degree of liberty. a number of the brethren who accept Wm. 

On the 30th we visited a few of the breth- Davis, now at Walla Walla, as a leader. It 
l"en in Oakland, among them Br. Thomas is stated that there are a number of resur
Dungan, who is sorely affiicted with a dis- rected Saints, ancient and modern, among 
ease in one of his legs, which has baffied them; as, for instance, the ancient of days; 
all efforts to stay its ravages, and is slowly Daniel, of the lion's den; Joseph and Hy
sapping away the old soldier's life. He is rum Smith. It is also stated that Jesus in 
some seventy-seven years old, and it was a the person of a child of about eight years. 
sad sight to see him so tormented. of age, is at Walla Walla with Mr. Davis'' 

On the 31st we officiated in the renewal family. We heard other rumors about 
of the covenant of a good sister at Oakland, them, but do not care to repeat them. 
Br. Russel Huntley assisting us, and bless- Some of the men whom we met are evi. 
ed a number of children, at the house -of dently sincere and earnest men; and as we· 
Br. John Roberts, whose guest we were, can only wish them well, we do not choose· 
and for whose kindness we feel grateful. to report anything not well authentica
We also visited a number of the Saints in ted. Mostofthem were with Elder Joseph 
San Francisco, all of whom expressed re- Morris in the Weber trouble. 
gret at our departure, and gave tokens of On Friday, November 10th, we baptized 
their friendship for the cause; for which three, in Jack's Valley, holding confirm a. 
may the blessings rest with them that tion services at Br. A. B. Johns. Two· 
they so well merit. were children of Br. and Sr. David R 

On the first of November we bade Sr. Jones, and one, a Sr. Trimmer, a citizen of 
Lincoln and her family, brethren Wil- Carson City. We returned to Carson, on 
Ham Anderson, Job Hall, Thomas ~·An- November 11th, and went directly to Vir
drews, Peter Canavan, A. C. Bryan, and ginia City, the mining center of Nevada. 
others farewell, and left the city of San I We met Br. George Smith, of Pleasant Val
Francisco, in company of Br. Daniel S. ley, on the platform at Carson, who accom
Mills, who accompanied us as far as Sac- panied us to Virginia. 
ramento, where we bade him good by, he At Virginia we met Br. John Parsons, 
bound for Salmon Falls on an errand of and -- Petric, once of the Morris band 
mercy; and we en route for Reno and Car- now standing aloof from all; also Br. Levi 
son City: We rea<lhed the latter place Atkinson and family, whose guest we be. 
early Thursday morning; and in the after- came during our stay. We received an in
noon reported to Br. A. B. Johns, president vitation from the Liberal Association, by 
of the District, and spent a night and a Elder McGrath, their pastor, to occupy the 
day in Jack's Valley. On Saturday we re- stand at their regular Sunday evening ser
turned to Carson, and on Sunday morning vices, in the National Guard Hall, to which 
and evening we addressed those of the cit- invitation we responded. The hall was 
izens of the city who chose to gather at the large and well filled with an audience of 
Court House to hear us; the attendance intelligent people. We were thankful fo1-
was good, on both occasions, and the Saints the opportunity, pleased with the liberal 
seemed to be pleased with the effort made. sentiment expressed in the invitation, andJ 
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tried to do our duty-the result is with our 
Master. We were more favorably impress
ed with this invitation because it was so 
opportune and so out of the ordinary line 
of treatment accorded to us by religious 
bodies. 

From Virginia City, we visited Gold 
Hill, calling upon the widow of Br. David 
Holman, deceased, and spending a pleas
ant half hour in chatting al;)out the early 
days of the Church. Sr. Holman was with 
the Saints during their Missouri and Illi
nois troubles, and still retains her faith. 
Her husband was intimately acquainted 
with Joseph Smith and family; was with 
the family during the Liberty Jail trials, 
went with thein to and from Missouri and 
refused after the death of Joseph to accept 
the rule of President Young. 

SALT L . .\.KE, Utah, Nov. 22, 1876. 

hamism." The Gentile feeling can be seen 
from the above, and it certainly promises 
well, but their ways and methods may not 
be adopted sufficient to suit their taste. 

WE invite all who can, and especially 
the elders in the field, to contribute doctri
nal articles and accounts of labor in the· 
ministry, etc., etc. Some traveling elders 
let months, almost years, pass away with
out writing for the HERALD in any form, 
whereas our readers would like to hear 
from them. They might write as briefly 
as they choose, and without giving the 
minuteness that some do of detail; but nev
ertheless they could give our readers some 
good things, some cheering news, some as. 
surance of interest in the H;ERALD and its 
place as an exponent of the.activity Of the 
Church and its ministry in the JY!as'ter's 

__ _.., •11...._..,, • cause. 

THE OGDEN FREEMAN AND BRO. It is also hoped that traveling elder>', 
JOSEPH. presidents and clerks, of branches and dis-

THE Ogden Freeman of November 24th, tricts, agents and others will make them
contains an editorial headed "Joseph has selves interested in securing new subscrib
come to Zion," in which it records the ar- ers, and also in the payment of past dues. 
rival of President Joseph Smith in Utah. There is no desire on our part to crowd, 
It says that he has come to uproot Brig- but we confidently hope that the brethren 
hamism, and express the desire that he and sisters will make an effort, as early as 
would "tell the people, ilil plain and unmis- possible to pay up arrears. ·we may also 
takab1e language, that the so called revela- yet be forced to discontinue all papers up
tion on polygamy" was of Brighamite ori- on which three months or more subscrip
gin, "and cannot be laid at the door of true tion is due, and expect with this issue 
Mormonism, as proven by the Doctrine and to discontinue a large number who are 
Covenants and Book of l\iormon; and that I six to ten months in arrears, special circum
the J osephites do not teach nor believe in stances only excepted, although we wish 
the union of Church or State, but will act I we could afford to send it to all regardless 
in hearty accord with the federative pow- of time of payment. \Ve thank those who 
ers of our republic, then the J!1reenwn shall are prompt and those who write to explain 
be his organ." their present inability, for many pay no at-

It claims to give assurance that a mani- tention, and give no assurance of payment 
festo sent by him into every house in Utah at all. Those who remit before their pa
would ea use the people to "break their pers are discontinued will save. having the 
shackles, throw off the yoke and flock to amount ch11rged to them on the books of 
him as their standard bearer." the office, the same as any other indebted-

It further adds as follows: "Yes, even we 
ungodly Babylonians will raise high your 
ensign and defend it to victory supreme. 
Strike the blow and you will prove your
self the greatest hero of the age. * * * Step 
boldly to the front and cast the die which 
will invigorate Josephism ancl lay the 
death pall on its imposterous rival, Brig-

ness. 
----·----~·---·--

Bno. JOSEPH LuFF, of Chatham, Ontario, 
writes that he is engaged in the work of 
the Lord and that they have reason to" look 
for blessed results from their labors. 

Bro. J. J. Cornish wrote from I,ondon, 
Ontario, November 27th that he baptized 
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two more the day before. He found excel
lent openings in Michigan in his late visit 
there, and thinks the prospect very favora.. 
ble, if a continuous effort was made. 

The Salt Lake Herald of December 2d, 
announced that "Elder Joseph Smith" 
would speak in the Liberal Institute the 
next day, morning and evening. By letters 
we learn that he has suffered for a month 
or more with the neuralgia in his face, but 
was better so that he ccmld preach. He 
has been well received by his cousin 
.Joseph F. Smith, and others. His advent 
there has caused much stir and excitement, 
.and all kinds of rumors were in circulation 
.concerning his presence and purpose. 
President Young went to St. George, his 
winter retreat, t1lree hundred miles south, 
November 1st, and so he is not to be seen. 
H seems that the Brighamites have taken 
out the article on marriage, Sec. 111, B. of 
C., and have inserted in its place the so
called revelation on polygamy, in their new 
edition of that worl~. 

Bro. Joseph informs us in a letter writ
ten the 5th and received the 9th that he in
.tends to be at home by the 23d inst. at the 
latest. 

It is stated that the appointment of Bro. 
Heman C. Smith at the October General 
,Conference should have read that in addi
tion to Central Nebraska, he was also re
'JUested to extend his labors into Northern 
Kansas. Saints will please take notice. 

Sr. Annie Leather writes from Bivings
ville, South Carolina. They feel much iso
lated, being so far from the Church, the 
HERALD being their main stay in hearing 
the news of the cause of Christ and its 
progress. They long to hear the gospel 
again proclaimed. They formerly belong
ed to the Massachusetts District. 

Many of our readers will be pained , to 
learn of the death of Bro. Henry Wagner, 
of West Joplin, Missouri, and so soon after 
the decease of his brother Charles. Their 
names will be familiar to many who never 
saw them, for they were ever ready to do 
for the cause, and for its defenders, giving 
hundreds of dollars, towards the work, 
and only aBXiOUS for its progress, as their 
deepest interest in life. No relations or 
kindred are in this land, but, the Saints 

who knew them, in person or by reputation, 
sincerely mourn their loss. 

Br. M. B. Williams of Middletown, Ohio, 
sends a ream of letter-head paper, as a pres
ent to the Herald Office. The paper is of ' 
fine quality and was manufactured at the 
mills where Br. Williams labors. We 
thank him for it. 

Br. C. :M:. Fulks sends copies of Kansas 
Star, Topeka Blade, and the Industrialist; 
the latter published by the Kansas Agri
cultural College. Br.Joseph Hammer sends 
Grant City Sta,r, Missouri, and brother L . 
Cheney, a Galena, (Ill.) Gazette. 

Mr. W. H. Deam, compositor of the Her
ald Office, is publishing a local paper call
ed the Plano Fair-Dealer, assisted by Bro. 
H. S. Dille, also of the Herald Office. It is 
nearly the size of the HOPE, well gotten up, 
and has a good patronage in advertisements. 
Bro. Dille has been editor of several pa
pers heretofore, and Mr. Deam has been 
with the Herald Office for several years, 
and is a good type setter and pressman. 

Bro. Thomas Taylor, of Birmingham, 
England, writes that affairs are moving 
favorably for the cause there. 

Bro. Adam See writes from Adams Co., 
Wisconsin, that they are having lively 
times with the Seventh Day Adventists, and 
he sends for documents to refute their 
views. 

Bro. J. X. Davis writes that their late ses
sion of conference was one of the best, if 
not tile best, ever held in the Des Moines , 
District. 

Owing to the extra labor of writing and 
setting the index for the year, this issue 
will be a little later than usual. 

Pres. W.W. Blair arrived in Plano De
cember 8th. After leaving Council Bluffs 
he called at Nebraska City and St. Joseph, 
and attended conference at Stewartsville, 
Mo. He is in good health and spirits. 

NEWS SU:MltURf. 

An appalling disaster occurred at Brook
lyn, N. Y. on the evening of December 
5th. By the burning of a theater three 
hundred and fifty people were destroyed. 
After the fire the charred bodies were found 
in great heaps in the celler, chiefly under 
the stairways which fell through with the 
weight of the multitude seeking escape. 
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:But few of the bodies could be recognized. 
:Numbers of theaters have been burned this 
fall. One each in San Francisco and Sac. 
ramento caused the death and wounding 
ofa hundred people in each case, the latter, 
however, having been by the giving way 
of the floor. 

The deaths from yellow fever at Sa
vannah, Ga. during its reign from August 
1st to November 26th, numbered nine 
hundred and forty. Truly a loss for one 
city to eudure. 

The movements in Europe more and 
more indicate the probability of war. 
All the nations are engaged in canvassing 
the situation, and Russia and Turkey are 
continuing their preparations for the con
flict, but the other nations are trying to 
avert it. 

Mr. Chandler,_ Secretary of the Interior, 
Jn his annual report calls attention to 
Indian affairs and writes of the satisfactory 
eviden.ce of the gradual advancement of 
the Indian, in habits of industry and in 
disposition towards, and ability in agri. 
cult.ure on the reservations. There is a 
gratifying increase of laborers and amount 
-0f prod nets. 

We have not space to copy more news 
items. 

ST. JosEPH, Missouri, 
November 19th, 1876. 

Dear Bro. Henry :-I have often thought 
of writing to you again, but I have kept 
putting it off from time to time until the 
present. I wish to say something to the 
Saints of what the Lord has done for me, 
and for others in similar circumstances . 
. The subject I shall write upon is that of 

±he "gathering into the regions round 
about." A short time after I embraced 
this gospel, a year ago, I began to investi. 
gate the doctrine of gathering to the land 
of Zion. I read the revelations on the sub
ject in the Book of Covenants, and the 
H8th section- satisfied my mind, and there
fore I felt it my duty to locate myself in 
the land of Zion, where I could be in read
iness for the final gathering. I made it a 
subject of prayer that, if it was right, the 
way might be opened for me. I felt will
ing to sacrifice my good situation and all 
that was necessary, and go into a far off 
land, where all were strangers to me, with 
no prospect ahead, that I could see. Yet 
this was the faith I had, that all who were 
willing to obey the commands which the 
Lord gave years ago, need not fear for the 
future. At once I met with opposition, 
and, too, by those who have been in the 
Church for many long years. They ex. 
pressed themselves as believing that. they 
will be as greatly blessed where they are 

as if they were out here, and that when the 
final gathering occurs they will get to the· 
land or city of Zion without any exertion 
on their part. What a mistaken idea! 

Well, notwithstanding all that was said 
against my ideas, myself and family started 
for the land of Zion, and arrived at the point 
of destination (St. Joe.) in safety. Since 
then God has wonderfully blessed us; and 
my heart swells with gratitude when I 
think of it. And he has made it so plain 
to me that I cannot doubt for a single mo
ment but that it is the duty of every Latter 
Day Saint to obey the instructions already 
given in this matter, and not to expect any 
more until they have obeyed them. But 
many will be the trials and difficulties they 
will have to overcome. All will not be 
peace. 

There are a few out of the many who are 
willing to do as I did, and I find that they 
are coming to this vicinity, a family at a 
time, from near and from far, and my 
prayer is that every true Saint may partake 
of the same spirit; for there is plenty of 
room, and, in certain localities, the people 
are glad to have them come. 0, what a 
glorious time is in store for the Saints who 
are willing to gather to this land, when our 
Savior will be in our midst, and all will 
be peace and joy. How I long for that 
time to come; and I think it is nearer than 
most people are aware of. Those who de
sire to know the will of the Lord in this 
matter, let them read the !l8th section of 
the Book of Covenants. I think that is 
plain enough for any one. That we all may 
continue faithful, and at last be gathered. 
to the city of refuge, is the prayer of youi· 
brother in the gospel, • 

EDGA1i "\V. KNIGHTS. 

CHEROKEE, Kansas, 
Nov. 13th, 1876. 

Bro. Stebbins:-Perhaps a few words 
from this part of the Lord's vineyard will 
be of interest to some. 

I am just home from a trip west. I at
tended our district conference, October 
27th, 28th and 2!lth, at Mound Valley, fifty 
miles west of here. The attendance was 
good considering the distance, and the 
representation was nearly complete. 'l'hc 
business was transacted without jarring or 
contention. the teaching was edifying, tes
timonies firm and encouraging, the preach
ing pointed and convincing, and all proved 
the presence of the Holy Ghost, and har
mony prevailed. 

On Monday, October 30th, according to 
previous appointment, I started west, with 
Bro. H.. H. Davies and Bro. Staly for In
dian Creek, in Elk county, which is fifty 
miles from Mound Valley, to organize a 
branch, the effects of the labors of Bro .. 
Wilson Loar. The first night we arrived 
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at Independence, the county-seat of Mont
_gomery, and were entertained by Bro. 
Keeler and his companion. He is a warm
}1earted brother, ready to entertain and 
liberal to help on the cause; and, although 
alone, yet he takes every opportunity to 
defend the truth. He wants some Elder 
to make it a point and to preach here fOJ' a 
week. He also informed us ofa man, seven 
miles north ef Independence, who is ready 
for baptism, and who desires preaching in 
his neighborhood; and sixteen miles south 
lives our faithful brother, Andrew I-foft: 
man, a.nd his kind family, and they call for 
preaching. 

The next day, about dark, we arrived on 
Indian Creek, and found the Saints await
ing us with a -kind reception. But, to our 
disappointment, we found that a minister 
of the Disciple Church bad sent his ap
pointments ahead of us for Saturday night, 

--: -13unday morning and Sunday night. So 
-we had to do the best we could, and we 

made appointments for Thursday and Fri
day nights, and 3 P. J\r. on Sunday. 

I preached on Thursday night on the "one 
faith," and Friday night, on the "one gos
pel," to fair congregations. Saturday night, 
the Disciple minister selected the subject 
"\Jf the "resurrection" and preached against 
the Adventists. This I called, "preacqing 
against the Jews, because they had no 
friends in town." 

On Saturday, at 2 p. m., we met with 
the Sain1-s and organized the branch, con
sisting of nine membern, under the name 
of Indian Creek Yalley Branch; "'\Vilson 
Loar, president; - Atwell, secretary. Sun
day, at 9 a. m., we completed the organiza
tion, by ordaining Bro. Atwell an Elder; 
Bro. Barmgartle, Priest; Bro. Lee, Teach
er, and Bro. Staley, Deacon. A Baptist 
minister was present on both occasions, as 
he desired to investigate the in-workings 
of the Church, and he testified his satis
faction in the proeeedings. 

At ten a. m., we found the disciple min
ister in the stand, and the house was well 
filled. He selected l\fark 16: 17, 18 for 
his text; made a bold but feeble attempt 
to argue them out of existence; and all 
eonld see that his discomse was intended 
to be against the Mormons. He asserted 
that the "signs" were to make believers, 
and to establish the gospel, and "that then 
the necessity for them ceased," and "they 
were no longer needed," etc; also, he said 
that "prophesying meant preaching," and 
denied entirely the existence and need of 
true prophets-all now "were pretenders 
and false;" and he took great pains to de
scribe, and to show the destiny of false 
prophets and their followers. 

At 3 p. m., our time came, and he was 
present, with two Baptist ministers. I ad

{ dressed the people, and argued that if un-

believers and sick men, &c., were the "ne
cesity" for the "signs," &e., that we have 
the necessity to-day, for this age can suc
cessfully compete with any age in the num
ber of unbelievers and sick. Hence ac
cording to the brother's argument ' the 
sig~s are to follow to-day more abund~ntly. 
The next point was that if prophecying 
means preaching, then all preachers are 
prophets, hence the brother himself is a 
prophet, and denying as he did the exist
ence of true prophets, then all prophets are 
false-hence the brother himself was a 
false prophet! Beware of him! I argued 
that the Latter Day Saints Jacked in the 
principal feature in the character of false 
prophets-that is, popularity. As to the 
"fire" he spoke of it did not seem to excite 
any fear in us at all, somehow! 

At evening his time came a_gain; and he 
kindly invited me to take a seat with him, 
and gave me the hand for the first time an cl 
privately ofl:'ered me an apology, by s~ying 
that his sermon in the morning was not in
tended for us; but it was rather late for 
that. He made a weak attempt to redeem 
himself, and the only way he could do it, 
was by denying his own statements in the 
morning, and misrepresenting my grounds. 
When he was through I told the people 
that, and that I would try to attend to that 
if I got a chan~e, but that I could not stav 
any ~longer just then; and also I told tl)e 
brother privately that I had some more for 
him. He did not feel very anxious to 
take any more just now. 

Bro. R H. Davies baptized one. Bro. 
Loar and others have done good work, and 
I hope they will continue. Next morning 
we started for home. Bro. C. W. Short 
baptized one on his return from conferenoe, 
near Oswego, on the Neosho river. There 
is a call for preaching there. Bro. Davies, 
near Osage Mission, calls for preaching in 
his neighborhood, and preaching is called 
for at Columbus. Bro. M. T. Short is put
ting in his time at present in that locality. 
The Macedonian cry comes from Bro. Tig
nor, at Granby, JVI:o., and I have a call, in 
connection with Brn. M. T. Short and W. 
Taylor from the Indian Territory, that we 
intend to answer some time this winter. 
I travel all my circumstances will permit. 
Kind regards to 1111. 

Yours in the best of bonds, 
JOHN T. DAVIES. 

0'l'TEn LAKE, Pottawattamie Co., Kan., 
Nov. 5th, 1876. . 

B1·0. Ilenry :~I have not been able to 
attend a quarterly' conference since I left 
Kewanee, six years ago, and I would like 
to know if it is proper for me, under the 
circumstances, to officiate in my office as 
an Elder. There is a weat work to do 
here, and I am making good preparations 
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to do my part. Prospects are goo:J, calls 
plenty, and some earnest enqmry for 
truth, and everything looks goou for Zion. 
Pray that God in his mercy may push on 
the work. 

Yours in the hope of Salvation, 
GEO. w. SHUTE. 

[We see no reason why you may not offici
ate.]-En. 

FALL HrvEn, MASS., Nov. 22d, 1876. 
Bro. Henry :-The cause seems to be on

ward at the present, although we are la
boring under some disadvantages. About 
the first of October, we concluded to en
gage another hall than the one we were oc
cupying, as we thought it would be more 
suitable. We engaged one and commenced 
to hold meetings in it, but we were consid
erably annoyed by a society which met 
overhead, whose members seemed to take 
delight in annoying us all they could, and 
after three Sabbaths we concluded to give 
it up, and to try elsewhere. Since then we 
1iave decided to build a house of worship, 
and accordingly a committee vrns chosen, 
subscription papers sent out, and I am 
happy to say that the Saints are doing 
nobly, and showing that they are in real 
earnest. The building will be 25x3G feet. 
vVe expect to be its tenants by Christmas. 
Its probable cost is expected to be between 
seven and eightlmndred dollars. Many of 
our outside friends are contributing to-
wards it. _, 

Since the gospel was first established 
here, it has been a constant drain upon us 
to meet the monthly bills for hall rent, and 
by looking back over the ten years of our 
existence as a branch in this city, I find 
that more than fifteen hundred dollars has 
been paid out for that purpose. This has 
kept us poor, so that we could not help the 
Church elsewhere, and we have concluded 
that we have done enough of that kind. 
We meet in houses at the present, and the 
Lord blesses us with his Spirit, and con
firms the work we have begun, saying, that 
if we will be faithful, it will result in 
great good to the cause, and be for the 
good of souls, which result is my earnest 
prayer. Yours in Christ, 

JOHN GILBERT. 

CnAHLES CITY, Floyd Co., Iowa, 
Nov. 12th, 1876. 

Dertr Brothers :-This is the first that I 
have written you since I took upon me the 
armor of Christ. I have been searching 
for the truth for many year~, and I never 
heard the whole truth until Bro. W. H. 
Kelley came and preached it to us. I had 
been a Methodist for over sixteen years, 
but was never quite satisfied, yet could not 
find any other that was better, until I 
heard the Latter Day Saints. But now I 

have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and 
have united with the true Church of Christ, 
having been baptized, October 8th, and 
having received an evidence that I have 
done right. No one but those who have 
obeyed the truth know the peace and hap
piness that comes fron1 doing one's whole 
duty. Having long prayed for the truth, I 
have received the blessing, and I feel to 
praise God's holy name for what he has 
done for me, and pray to be made a hum
ble follower of his. I feel weak of myself, 
but the Lord will make us strong in his 
strength. 

I hope that Bro. Kelley will come back 
and finish the good work that he has be
gun, for there are a good many honest ones 
here. Please remember me in your prayers. 
I feel that I need them to help me. 

I am your sister for the truth, 
l\f. M. p ATTEN. 

MONTSERRAT, Johnson, Co., Mo., 
Nov.1876. 

Bro. JI. A. Stebbins :-I would communi
cate to you the thoughts of my heart. It 
is about two years since I united with the 
Church, and I have had the opportunity of 
meeting with the Saints but once since 
then, and I have heard but very little 
preaching. The Herahl is our only preach
er, and it is a very welcome visitor, and 
we think the time long from one visit to 
the next. If it was a weekly it would 
please us mueh better. There is but one 
Saint beside my family in this part, and I 
seldom see him. .August Dellar, a Bicker
tonite, lives in l\fonserrat, and he is strong 
in the latter day work.1 Also Mrs. Blake, 
an old time Saint, live\l there. Before she , 
married lllake, her nal:ne was Mary Ives 
They were living in Nauvoo at the time the 
corner-stone of the temple was laid. 

'l'hese people express themselves as de
sirous of hearing the gospel preached. I 
have loaned the Book of Mormon to Mrs. 
Blake, and they are reading it and investi
gating. I think if there could be a good 
Ellder here, he could do some good, and 
we invite any Elder, that can, to come and 
preach to us. I live about two miles north
west of Montserrat, Johnson county, on the 
Pacific Railroad. 

\Ve ask for the prayers of the Saints, 
that we may continue faithful. I re:qiain 
your brother in the hope of the resurrec-
tion, JosrAH Cunns. 

CHEROKEE, Kansas, Nov. 29, 1876. 
Bro. Henrv :-I am preaching every 

Sunday. Have commenced in a strong
hold of Adventism. some fourteen miles 
north-west of this place. I pray that I 
may soon be able to spend more time in 
the work, but I have to paddle my own 
canoe, having a wife and six children to 
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support by my labor. The Saints often 
:aay that the elders ought to preach all the 
:time, forgetting, as many do, that the Lord 
:requires them to help also. Your brother 
in Christ, D. S. CRAWLEY. 

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah. 
Nov., 24th, 1876. 

Bro. Henry :-I have just returned this 
3 P. M. from a rambling visit into the city 
of the Saints; have seen several of the 
citizens, some polygamists, others anti. 
'Tis a beautiful city, so far as the lay of the 
'Iand is concerned. Of my impressions of 
its spiritual beauties, I do not feel pre
nared at present to say anything. 
- I have been suffering from neuralgia for 
nearly three weeks, and have not yet de
{lided to speak here. There seems to be 
a desire to hear-so they say. If my face 
ceases to hurt me, when I speak, I shall try 
it, if a chance offers. Yours, 

JOSEPH S~HTH. 

COUNCIL BLUFFS, Iowa, Nov. 1876. 
IJear Bro. Stebbins :-I have often thought 

@f writing, but I like to write only good 
tidings, for the gospel of Christ is but 
good tidings. I have the pleasure to tell 
you that the Council Bluffs Branch is in a 
,prosperous condition, although it has stood 
still nearly a year in access of new mem
bers; but now we have had baptism ad
ministered every week for the last four 
weeks. 

One of the last baptized was my step
father, old Dr. Charleston Fallows, who 
has been through the chastening fire since 
the time the first Joseph preached in the 
rngion of Buffalo, N. Y. He has been in 
Utah, and through the Morrisite school and 
now he starts as a child in a new school 
again. 

We had a calm and instructive spirit with 
us, and speaking in tongues and proph
ecy, in our prayer meeting last night. We 
were but few, according to the numbers cf 
our great branch, but those few were of one 
heart and one spirit, and the Comforter 
made us happy. My mother, seventy.five 
years old, asked me in the meeting to bap
tize her to.morrow night into the Reorga. 
nized Church. I baptized her in 1856, at 
Copenhagen, Denmark. She had struggled 
:hard five years against Mormonism, and to 
convince me against the gospel of Christ; 
but she was overcome by the power of God 
when she was on her death bed, and she 
was told to send for me and to be baptized. 
I then resided and preached one hundred 
English miles away, but I went to her, and 
Bro. Peter Olsen and his wife and my wife 
helped me to carry her, over two English 
miles, to the water, and over ice that broke 
every step we took. But I baptized her, 
and she walked all the way home, per-

fectly recovered; although, when going to 
the water, she sometimes thought it would 
be her grave, yet she felt that she must go. 
She is in the same notion now, and has 
been for over a year. And what is the 
cause? One of the greatest prophets born 
of woman said that a man can receive 
nothi11g, except it be given him from 
heaven. (John 3: 27). Even Jesus, the 
Son of God, could not do anything unless 
it first was given him from heaven. 

Since writing the above, I have baptized 
my mother, and she is all right and feeling 
good. Bro. Blair was here that night, and 
has preached for us several times, and all 
feel good to hear him. God bless him 
wherever he goes. In administering the 
ordinance numbers have been healed im
mediately, some of whom did not belong 
to the Church. 

There has been a great deal of excite
ment here over the labor question, and our 
wages have been reduced on every road to 
a very low rate, therefore we have organ
ized us into the Working-men's Party of 
the United States. As I was chosen to be 
Protocol and Corresponding Secretary, and 
lately also, manager for the sick and un
fortunate, I have had considerable work 
to do lately, and I have, therefore, not 
preached much; still, what I have lost in 
one way I have gained in another. I have 
gained my Scandinavian countrymen's con
fidence, which is the foundation of eternal 
love. I am yours in the gospel of Jove, 

S. P. Gum •. 

HYDE PARK, Pa., Nov. 27th, 1876. 
Dear Brother :-Please send, as soon as 

possible, an assortment of tracts to each 
of the following parties: Rev. Mr. Van 
Schoick, Hyde Park, Luzerne county, Pa.; 
and David Evans, Jun., Lehi City, Utah. 

The last named is a son of Bishop Evans, 
of that place, and he has become convinced 
that plurality of wives is a sin against the 
law of God, and while on a mission he 
preached against it. If some of the brethren 
in Utah could get hold of him he would 
be a good worker for the kingdom of God. 

Our little branch is doing all it can, and 
Goel is blessing their labors with success. 
We need some influential man of the 
Church here, as we have to contend with 
some of Utah's ablest emissaries, but they 
will not have anything to say to us if they 
can help it; for they know that we have 
them in our power. We have succeeded in 
convincing the president of their branch in 
Plains, and it has made it hot for them, for 
he is quite an able man, and will be the 
means of convincing the rest of the branch. 

May the gospel ship move on, and take 
on board all the honest in· heart, is the 
prayer of your sister in Christ, 

MARY HOWELL. 
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LEA YENWOR'fH, Kan., 
Nov .• 30th, 1876. 

Bl'o. Stebbi"ns :_:_I expect to move from 
this place to Scranton, Osage County, and 
I am sorry to say there is no one to take 
charge of this branch, the Saints are scat
tered so much, and only a few sisters will 
be left. There are a few Saints at Scranton, 
so we shall try to organize there; if we 
succeed you will hear from us again. This 
coal shaft does not agree with our healths 
any more. Your brother in the gospel, 

GEO. CHAPMA.J.'\'. 

Central Nebraska District. 
The above Conference convened in the 

Saints' Meeting House, Columbus, Nebras
ka, at 7 o'clock p. m., Sept. 30th, 1876; 
Charles Derry :presiding; Geo. N. Derry, 
secretary. · 

.Elders Reports.-Charles Derry revorted 
favorably, and had baptized one. Hemau 
C. Smith had vreached considerable ; bap
tized four in Merrick county; was accom
panied by C. H. Derry and H. 0. Smith. 
George Gallay reported, having preached 
consideNble, accomvanied by Heman C. 
Smith, Bro. Boulson and T. Galley. H. J. 
Hudson said that his labor had been con
£.ned to his branch. 

Priests' Reports.-Bro. Boulson reported 
favorably, also Chas. H. Derry. 

Sunday, Oct. 1st, 10 a. m.-Resolved that 
this conference adopt the "llules of Order," 
for our government. 

Hyrum Smith reported having labored as 
far as his circumstances permitted. 

Branch Reports.-Columbus and Cedar 
Creek branch reports were read and ac
cepted. Deer Creek branch not reported. 

Resolved that James Smith, Keziah Smith. 
Aaron Hollenback, Sr. Hollenback and Sr. 
Beeman be recognized as members of the 
Central Nebraska District. 

C. H. Derry and Hyrum 0. Smith were 
appointed to labor in their own neighbor
hood, and especiaJly among the Saints on 
the Clear Water; Geo. W. Galley to labor in 
his present field, as far as his present cir
cumstances permit, and he was sustained 
therein. IL J. Hudson and Charles Brind 
ley to labor to the extent of their ability, 
C. N. Hutchins and C. Hutchins in their 
present field. 

H. J. Hudson. Chauncy Loomis and 
Spencer Smith were sustained as presidents 
-0f their respective branches. The resigna
tion of Charles Derry was accepted, and 
thanks were tendered hini for his faithful 
labors in our midst, still praying for him, 
and extending him our sympathies. Heman 
C. Smith was selected as vresident of the 
.district, subject to the will of the General 

Conference. George N. Derry was sustained 
as secretary. The authorities of the Church, 
both spiritual and temporal, were sustained. 

Charles Derry was requested to preach 
this afternoon and H. C. Smith this evening. 

Officials vresent: 2 High Priests, 3 El
ders, 4 Priests, 1 Teacher, 1 Deacon. 

C. Derry was requested to represent the 
district at the October General Conference. 

At 2 p. m., preaching by Charles Derry, 
and at 7 p. m., by Heman C. Smith. 

Adjourned to meet at Columbus, Dec. 30th, 
1876. 

Weber District, Utal1. 
A conference of the above district was 

held at Wanship, Utah, October 29th, 1876. 
John Phillips, presiding; ''{. L. Mitchell, 
clerk. 

Branch Reports.-Wanship, 17 members; 
branch in good condition, but scattered 
widely ; eight children blessed. Ephraim 
branch was reported by W. L. Mitchell, as 
having a total of 38 members, 1 baptized, 2 
received by letter, 8 disfellowshipped.; 4 
children blessed. 

The name of the district was changed 
from Sub- Weber to Weber District. 

John Phillips spoke of the condition of 
the district, and said that it was good. 

Afternoon, held a testimony meeting, and 
some strong testimonies of the work were 
given by the brethren and sisters. 

Evening, John Phillips was released as 
president of the district, according to his 
wish, and Geo M. Robinson was elected to 
pTeside over it until our next conference. 

The Saints expressed their willingness to 
uphold all the Church authorities in right
eousness, and the time was occupied in tes
timony and exhortation. The attendance 
was limited, as the Saints nre much scat
tered, and bec>iuse the evening before there 
was quite a snow storm. 

Officers prelBnt: 6 Elders, 1 Priest. 
Adjourned to meet at Henniferville, Jan

uary 27th, 1877. ___ ,.,, ____ _ 
North Kansas District. 

The above conference convened at 'Vhite 
Cloud; in the Christian Church, November 
4th and 5th, 1876. J. W. Brackenbury, 
presiding. 

Prayer by Br. Waddel, and some good in
struction by the president in regard to con
ducting the business of the conference. 

'l'he minutes of last conference were cor· 
rected, in regard to Br. Clemensen's re
vorting himself as Book and Bishop's Agent. 
It should read Book Agent only. 

:0: p. m. Branch Reports.-White Cloud, 
21l members, all in good standing. 

The Elders and Priests reported that they 
had preached all they could, according to 
their circumstances. 
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Resolved that the president and clerk be 
elected at every quarterly conference, all 
elections to~e by ballot. 

Tbat the Elders, Priests, Teachers, and 
Deacons, labor as their circumstances will 
permit. 

'.l'hat we have preaching Sunday morning 
by Joseph Blatt. and S. 0. Waddel, and Sun
day morning by J. W. Brackenbury and 
Josiah Price, and sacrament meeting at 
three o'clock. 

That we meet the last Thursday in Nov
ember, to give thanks to God for his good. 
ness to his people. 

J. W. Brackenbury and Joseph Blatt were 
elected president and clerk, until the next 
quarterly conference. A good spirit pre
vailed throughout the session. 

Adjourned to meet at Fanning, February 
24th and 25th, 1877. 

Northern Illinois District. 
The above conference convened at Mis

sion, LaSalle county, October 28th, 1876; 
John S Kier, president; F G. Pitt, clerk. 

President Keir reported his J .. bors among, 
the Saints of the Leland, Amboy, Pecatoni
ca, Marengo, Batavia, Plano and Sandwich 
branches during the quarter. 

Branch Reports.-Janesville. 24 mem
bers, no changes. Braidwood, 71 members, 
4 baptized. 2 died. Streator. 27 members, 6 
baptized, 2 removed, 3 expelled. Mission, 
67 members, 2 removed, 1 died. Plano, 
155 members, 3 baptized, 7 removed; 81 of 
the branch live in P!a.no and vicinity, while 
74 are scattered in other places and states; 
253 have •belonged to the bran.::h since its 
organization, April 21st., 1861, and of 
these 69 have removed, 2 have died and 0 
have been expelled, leaving 165, as abo_ye. 

The Rising Star Sunday school was re· 
ported by Jett.er. 

Br. Stebbins spoke of the action of the 
the General Conferenc~ looking toward or
der and system in the Sabbath-school work 
of the Church. 

Offici>i.I lteports -John Landers, though 
eighty-five years of age, has preached in 
various places the past summer and fall. 
A. M. Wilsey reported some labor done. 
Thos Hougus, Fr:i.nk Lofty and F. G. Pitt, 
presidents of Mission, Braid wood and Plano 
branches reported the spiritual condition. 
P. S. Wixom, T. R. G. Williams, Odin Ja
cobs, Peter Develin and Andrew Hayer re
ported. H. A. Stebbins, in his report, 
spoke of the blessings of healing received 
this season in Plano. He reports about 
$26 subscribed toward a horse for the dis
trict. Priests C. Danielaon and Oliver Hay
er report Ad. 

David D . .Tones (elder), Wm. Reese and 
Frank Earl (priests), and .J. Waltenbaugh 
(deacon), reported by letter, the latter also 

as superintendent of the Streator Sabbath-
school. • 

F G Pitt was appointed district clerk. 
Resolved that the president and clerk of 

the district issue letters to C. G. Lanphear, 
and others of the former Fox River branch, 
who wish to unite with other branches. 

Evening:. preaching by Frank Lofty as
sisted by Peter Devlin. 

Sunday morning, preaching by A. M. 
Wilsey, assisted by II. A. Stebbins .. At 1 
p m., sacrament meeting under the charge 
of c: G. Lanphear and P. S Wixom. Even
ing, preaching by John Landers, assisted 
by John S. Kier. 
' Adjourned to meet at Streator, February 
24th, 1877. 

To All Who Love Music! 
In behalf of the Committee on :\lusic, I 

herewith appeal to all friends of the cause 
of Christ, to forward, at as early & period 
as practicable, an the really good tunes 
they have which. they would like to see in
corporated in the new music book, giving 
name of author, if possible; also, if they are 
published tunes, tlte name of the book from 
which they copy them, and name and ad
dress of the publishers, so that the commit
tee may correspond with them. 

All having ability to compose are entreated 
to aid in this matter also, and especially to 
compose and forward tunes for any of the 
hymns of which numbers are here given. 

The committee deAire to arrange a "first 
cfass" music book and invite earnest, hearty, 
and immediate cooperation. '.rhe comrnit
tee are at work. aod mean business. 

Numbers of hymns for which tunes are 
Bpecially wanted: 17, 58. 64, 66, 67, 96, 
104, 172, 186, 187, 195, 223, 244, 257, 260, 
271, 273, 300, 336, 355, 375, 377, 378, 391, 
392. 393, 394, 418, 423, (error in book; it is 
s, Ss 7s) 432, 447, '450;·454, 468, 481, 495, 
496, 497, 510, 514, 528, 555, 589, 595, 599, 
600, 616, 619, 620, 621, 631, 641, 669, 671. 
60f:l, 700, 702, 718, 724, 744, 747, 751, 752, 
755, 757, 760, 764. 765, 766, 704, 802, 803, 
810, 817, 827, 839, 853, 855, 879, 882, 892, 
900, 901, 908, 909, 910, 912, fl20, 921, 922, 
925, 926, fl20, 932, 937, 946, 947, 948, 
95 l, 854, 956, 960, 075, ()81, 988, 093, 906, 
1006, 1()13, 1024, 1027, 1030, 1035, 1036, 
1039, 1042, 1043, 1054, 1057, 1050, 1065, 
1067' 1077, 1081, 1083, 1088, 1096, 1098, 
1106, 1110, 1111, 1115, lllfj, 1117, 1118, 
1119, 1120. 

Address all communications to me, Box 
400, Nebraska Cit.y, Nebraska. Yours, in 
hop~ of success, MARK H. FORSCUTT. 
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:Northern :Nebraska District. 
As there is much misuude1standing rela

tive to the time of holding the next quarter
ly Conference of the Northern Nebraska 
District, notice is hereby given, that it will 
be held on the 23rd and 24th days of Decem
ber, 1876, at Omaha, Nebraska. 

THos. J. SMITH, Dis. Pres. 

Addresses. 
Jason\'{. Briggs, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Heman C. Smith, Columbus, Nebraska. 
J. C. Foss, Jonesport, Maine. 
Arthur Leverton, Bothwell. Ontario. 

Birth and Death notices inserted free; ~.(arriage 
notices one dollar each. 

At P1·ovidence, R. I., October 24th, 18i6, 
to the wife of brother George A. Y erring 
ton, a son. Mother and son both doing well 

At Ione Valley, Amador Co., Ca,Jifornia, 
November 12th, 1876, to brother Daniel W. 
and sister Dorinda F. E. Roberts, a son. 

DIED. 
At Joplin, Missouri, October 18th, 1876, 

of nervous debility, brother Henry Wagner. 
The only relation he had in America, his 
lwother Charles, died some months ago 
S,ince that event his health declined more 
:rapidiy. Their parents live in Bavaria. 
They were loved by the whole brotherhood, 
and respected by their acquaintances. They 
were liberal for the gospel, and were in· 
dustrious aud punctual men. They both 
designed having their property go to the 
Church; but, for want of a legal will, it will 
go in the hands of the public administrator. 

M T. S. 

At Providence, R. I., October 14th, 1876, 
JV.by Augusta, daughter of brother E. P. and 
sis,er Katie Truesdell, aged 7 years, 11 
months, and 28 days. 

A choice little gem, too precious for earth; 
The angels have taken her home; 

"\Ve now sadly miss our dearly loved May; 
nut thy will, Lord, not ours, be done. 

At Piano, Ill., November 24th, 1876, of 
croup, Cha.rles Albert, son of Charles and 
Bessie Mcintyre, aged 2 months and 3 days. 
F11neral &' .. :vices by H. A. Stebbins. 

Near Plano, Ill., November 27th, 1876, of 
conBumption, Ida, daughter of brother Geo. 
imd sister Marinda Rarick, aged 17 years, 
6 months and 3 days. Funeral services bv 
Henry A Stebbins. • 

At Churchill, Ohio, of whooping cough, 
Annie Sharp Strachan, daughter of brother 
David and sister Ann Strachan, aged 4 years, 
10 months and 19 days. Funeral services by 
Elder Josiah Ells. Thou art in the cold 
grave, dear Annie; we have lain thee there 
with tears; but we know thy soul is safe 
with God in heaven, and we hope to meet 
thee there. 

Sr. J>ine J\f. Stites, of the Union Branch, 
of the Southern Indiana District, after an 
illness of some months. of the consnmption, 
died November 1st, 1876, aged 22 years, 10 
months and 6 da.ys. Sr Stites was baptized 
March 11th, 1873, by Bro. James G. Scott, 
and thenceforth endeavored to live her pro
fession ; being ever ready, according to her 
al;iility, to sacrifice for the cause. She 
bore testimony to the truth of the latter day 
work, and to the goodness of God to her. 
She believed that by faith and obedience to 
the gospel her life was lengthened some 
years. .For t.wo or three days before she 
died. her sufferings were severe, but the 
last few hours all of it seemed taken away. 
She was anxious to go; and, after making 
her requests, and exhorting her relatives, 
individually, and requesting the presideent 
of the branch to be a "faithful shepherd to l 
the little flock," she clasped her hands and 
prayed to be sustained to the end, then 
quietly fell asleep in Christ, and in hope of 
of a glorious resurrection. Her character, 
and the events attending her death, are 
beautifully expressed by the poet, in the 
hymn reading as follows: 

Sister, though wast mild and lovely, 
Gentle as the summer breeze, 

Pleasant as the air of evening, 
When it floats among the trees. 

Dearest sister, thou hast left us, 
Here thy loss we deeply feel; 

But 'tis God that hath bereft us,
He can all our sorrows heal. 

Yet again we hope to meet thee, 
'Vhen death's gloomy night bas :fled; 

Then on earth with joy to greet thee, 
\Vhere no bitter tea1 s are shed. 

A goodly num::>er attended the funeral 
services, which were superintended by Bro. 
S. Rector, and remarks were made by C. 
Scott, from first Thes. 4: 13-18. 

c. SCOTT. 

At her husband's :residence, in Platte 
county, I\fissouri, October 24th, 1876, with 
typhoid malarial fever, after an illness of 
twelve da.ys, Sr. Louisa Ann Kitchen, daugh
ter of the late Henry '1'. Burnham and Sr. 
K A. Burnham. aged 27 years, 4 months 
and 14 days. She died firm in the faith of 
the latter day work. As the change came 
she said that it was the most beautiful 
sight ever behold, it being pure gold; yes, 
she would walk the streets of gold. She 
called on her husband and friends to go with 
her, and then fell asleep in Jesus. No 
Saints were near, and her funeral services 
were held by Wm. Gunn, a Methodist. He 
read 1. Cor. 15 : 26, and offered a prayer 
that any Saint would be well pleased with. 

E. A. BURNHAM. 

At We~t Oakland, California, October 19, 
1876, sister Ellen M. Bryan, wife of brother 
A. C. Bryan, aged 41 years, 5 months, and 
3 days. Services by Elder William Ander
son, of San Francisco. 
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At Streator, Illinois, October 26th, 18i6, 
Thomas, son of Thomas and Margaret Man
drews, aged 8 months and 26 days. Ser
vices by brother David D. Jones. 

At Birmingham, England, from hernia 
ramex, brother Charles .. Priest, ap:ed 60 
years. [No date of death given. ]-En. 

. H. c. CR1'>!P. 
Though pain did rack his feeble fram•, 
He ne'er forgot his Savior's.n.ame, 
But died, like every Saint should die, 
1Vith prayer on lip, and heaVen in eye. 

Near Independence, Jackson county, Mo., 
September 29th, 1876, sister· Hannah Etzen
houser, aged 49 years, 10 months, and 20 
days. ' u. w. P. 

The Road to Success. 
"What is your secret?" asked a lady of 

Turner, the distinguished painter. I-le re
plied, "I have no secret, madam, but hard 
work." Says Doctor Arnold: "The differ
ence between one man and another is not so 
much in talent as in energy.'' "Nothing," 
says Reynolds, "is denied well directed la
bor, and nothing is to be attained without 
it." •·Excellency in any department," says 
Johnson, "can now be obtained by the labor 
of a lifetime, but is not to purcased at a 
lesser price." "There is but one method," 
says Sidney Smith, "and thatishard labdl'; 
and a man who will not pay that price for 
distinction had better at once dedicate him· 
self to the pursuit of the fox." "Step by 
step," reads the French proverb, "one goes 
very far." "Nothing," says Mirabeau, "is 
impossible to the men who will. This is the 
only law of success." "Have you ever en
tered a cottage, ever traveled in a coach, 
ever talked with a peasant in the field, or 
loitered with a mechanic at the loom," asked 
Sir Edward Bulwer Lyt.ton, "and not found 
that each of these men had a talent you had 
not, knew something you know not?" 'fhe 
most useless creature that ever yawned at 
a club, or idled in rags under the sun of 
@alabria, has no excuse for want of intellect. 
What manwant is, not intellect, but energy 
What men want is, not talent, but purpose; 

, in other words, not the power to achieve, 
but the will to labor. 

GOLDEN GRAINS. 
The Turkish proverb warns, Do not ob

serve him who speaks, but him who is the 
cause of his speaking. 

A perfect law is given, this promise at
tached, "he that believeth and is baptized 
~hall be saved;" also, "as many as believe 
shall have everlasting life." These pro
mises are not to the unbelievers, nor to, 
those who do not accept God and his word; 
but to all who endure, the promise is sure. 

Sophistry is like a window curtain; it. 
pleases as an ornament, but its true use is 
to keep out the light. 

The Saints of God are to possess the earth, 
fo reign with Christ. These are they who 
follow peace and practice meekness, forbear
ance, and forgiveness; they are they who 
shall inherit the earth when satan is bound, 
when the curse is removed, when all things• 
are restored as in the morn of creation. 
Then shall the earth appear as the garden 
of Eden, nothing to hurt or destroy. 

The man who will stab at another's l"epu
tation by insinuation and innuendo is far
worse than a thief. Property may be replac
ed, but character, once lost, is all but irre
deemable, and as a great writer bas said, 
a word is enough to ruin a man. 

If you would be blest, try and bless some
body, it will react, and return to you many 
fold. 

How easy it is to be miser\ble, and yet 
how hard it is. 

LITHOGRAPH PICTURE OF NAUVOO• 
TEMPLE, 18 x 26 Inches, 

Sent by mail, carefully packed, for $1.25. 
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