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POLYGAl'IY:
WAS IT AN ORIGINAL TENET OF THE
CHURCH?

---a--CHAPTER I.
The above question I expect to examine in some of its bearings, and I
know of no better way of teBting the
matter than by an appeal to the standard works of the church, viz: the Book
of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants,
and Times and Seasons. From these I
shall bring my testimonies, and show,
if I can, the inconsistency of the attempt made by some, to foist the principle upon the church, as a God-given
one, under the claim that it was taught
by Joseph Smith, the martyr.
I shall not attempt to reason upon
the correctness, or incorrectness of the
principle, from the Old and New Testament scriptures; for the reason, that
my brother, David H. Smith, has prepared an article which has been published in pamphlet form, confining himself principally to the evidences derived
from those two works.
In order, properly to answer the
question, it will be necessary for me to
state what were, and are now, considered to be the original tenets of the church,
as those tenets were taught in the days
of its organization by the martyred
prophet.
Those tenets will be found in the

enumeration of the following principles:
" We believe in God the J!jternal
Father, and in his Son Jesus Christ,
and in the Holy Ghost."
"We believe that men will be punished for their own sins, and not for
Adam's transgression."
" We believe that through the Atone·
ment of Christ, all men may be saved,
by obedience to the laws and ordinances
of the gospel."
" We believe those ordinances to con,
sist of the following fundamental principles:
"FIRST.-Faith in God and in the
Lord Jesus Christ."
"SECOND.-Repentance."
" TniR.D.-Baptism, by immersion,
for the remission of sin."
"FouRTH.-Laying on of hands for
the gift of the Holy Ghost.''
"FIFTH.-The Lord's supper."
"SIXTH.-Resurrection of the body.
That the dead in Christ rise first; and
that the rest of the dead will not live
again until the thousand years are
ended."
"SEVENTH.- Eternal judgment;
which . provides that men shall be
judged, rewarded, or punished, according to the degree of good or evil they
shall have done."
" We also believe that a man must
be called of God, and ordained by the
laying on of the hands of those who
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are m authority, to entitle him to
preach the Gospel and administer m
the ordinances thereof."
" We believe in the same kind of
organization that existed in the Primitive Church, (i. c.), apostles, prophets,
'Pastors, teachers, and evangelists, &c."
"We believe that in the Bible is
contained a record of the word of God
so far as it is correctly translated.
That the canon of scripture is not full;
but that God by his Spirit will continue
to reveal his word to man until the end
of time."
" We believe in the powers and gifts
of the everlasting gospel, viz : 'l'he
gifts of faith, discerning of spirits,
prophecy, revelation, visions, healings,
tongues, and the interpretation of
tongues, wisdom, charity, brotherly love,
&c."
"We believe that all men have a right
to worship God after the dictates of
their o"ivn conscience; so long as such
worship does not infringe upon tl1e
rights of others, or conflict with the
laws of the land, or country in which
they may live."
" We believe that marriage is ordained of God unto man; that it is lawful
for him to have one wife, and that he
shall love her with all his heart, and
cleave unto her and no1ie else."
With this brief summary of original
tenets; which I have gleaned from the
Bible, Book of JYiormon, Doc.trine and
Covenants, and other standard works of
the church, I will proceed to the examination of the text books. I also
state here to avoid comment, that "we
believe in the Book of Mormon, and
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants."
The first, as the record of the words of
God to the people that once dwelt
on this continent; also as a history of
that people, and that therein is revealed
the "fullness of the gospel." In the
latter, is contained the revelations of
God to this church. In these last
items of faith we are sometimes called a
deluded and deceived people; but the

testimony of the Spirit is so great, that
we have established our faith and built
our hopes of eternal salvation on their
testimony.
In connection with the
Bible they are our foundation.
CHAPTER II.

There is one clause of my statement
cor.Derning our faith that will not meet
the views of some who profess to be
Latter Day Saints, for some hold to the
idea, that men are, by the Constitution
of the United States, granted the right
to worship God according to the dictates
of their own conscience, irrespective of
the laws of the land. To euch I say,
that a careful perusal of par. 4,
sec. 112, D. & C., (old edition 110),
which reads;
"We believe that religion is instituted of
God, and that men are amenable to him, and
to him only, for the exercise of it, unless their
religious opinions prompt them to infi·inge up·
on the rights and liberties of others;"

Also par. 5, sec. 58, (old 18),
"Let no man break the laws of the land,
for he that keepeth the laws of God hath no
need to break the laws of the land;"

lVIay change their minds on that
point. The one is the declared faith of
the church; the other a direct command of God.
As the Book of
Mormon is the first mentioned testator
we will first examine it. The first
chapter of the Book of Jacob, par. 4,
reads.
. " And now it came to pass that the people
of Nephi, under the reign of the second king,
he,;an to grow hard in their hearts, and inclufg·e theri1selves somewhat in wicked practices; such as like unto David of old, desiring
many wives and concubines, and also Solomon, "
hie son.,,

Here is one testimony, of mnch importance, showing that the plural wife
system is condemned as a wicked practice. The enquiry may be made, who
is it that is speaking in the above condemnation of the prin :1iple? We are
informed that it was Jacob, brother to
Nephi, and that he received his teachings in the temple, "and nrst obtained
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his errand from the Lord;" his authority is therefore good, and he calls this
thing a wicked practice. If it is a
wicked practice, then it is not of God.
Notwithstanding his declaration of this
inspired writer's disapproval of the
practice of polygamy, much stress is
laid upon the history written concerning David and Solomon in the holy
scriptures.
The following from the
Book of Jacob, second chapter, par. 6,
should set this matter forever at rest,
in the mind of every man who reads it;
" And were it not that I must speak unto
you "concerning a grosser crime, my heart
would rejoice exceedingly because of you.
But the word of God burdens me because
your grosser crimes. For, behold, thus saith
the Lord, this people begin to wax in iniquity;
they understand not the scriptmes, for they
seek to excuse themselves in committing
whoredoms, because of the things which were
written concerning David and Solomon, his
son. Behold, David and Solomon, truly had
many wives and concubines, which thing
was abominable before me saith the Lord."
However much we try to think they
did no wrong, and seek to excuse them,
the Lord hi1_nself here says the principle is an abomination in his sight
This alone should forever silence the
tongue of the caviler on the subject
David and his son; for a " Thus saith
the Lord," through a legitimate channel, is the end of all controversy; for
he " Doth not vary from that which he
hath said." Book of Covenants, sec.
2, par. 1, (old edition 17).
We will now make answer to the argument, " That the principle of polygamy was given to naise up a righteous
seed."
As we are informed by revelation
that,

which we have been quoting, par. 6.
"Wherefore, thus saith the Lord, I have led
this people forth out of the land of Jerusalem,
by the power of mine arm, that I might raise
up unto me a righteous branch fi·om the fruit
of the loins of Joseph. Wherefore, I, the
Lord, will not suffer that this people shall do
like unto them of old, i. e., (David and Solomon.) Wherefore my brethren, hear me, and
hearken to the word of the Lora: for the-re
shall not any man among you have save it be
one wife: and concubinesheshallhavenone."
In this pointed and direct command
of God, with the instruction that this
He did for the express purpose of raising up a righteous branch, we see God's
way; and it so coincides with the cases
of Adam and Noah, and what is cited
by the prophet Malachi, that we are
bound to accept God's way in preference to man's wisdom. From the same
paragraph;
"Wherefore, this people shall keep my commandments, saith the Lord of hosts, or cursed
be the land for their sakes. For if I will,
saith the Lord of hosts, raise up seed tmto
me, I will command my people: otherwise,
they shall hearken unto .these things."
Ah! Now you have it says one who
holds to the principle of polygamy,
there the Lord says he will command
his people to have more wives than one
if he sees fit. to raise a righteous seed,
or else they should hearken to those
things. He says no such thing. He
has commanded his people, and tells
them they must obey him or he would
curse the land for their sake, and that
command is that they should have but
one wife in order to raise a righteous
seed. The things mentioned that they
should hearken unto, will be found in
the continuance of the paragraph, for
there the Lord declares that he has
heard the cries of the fair daughters of
his people, and he will not withhold
judament and will visit them with a

I

~'God doth not walk in. crooked paths;
nmther dot~1 he turn to the nght hand nor. to
the left; netther doth he vary from that wh1ch
b
'
•
•
he hath said; therefore his paths are straight sore curse, even to ~estructwn, 1~ they
and his course is one eternal round." Doc. & repented not of their grosser cnme of
Cov. 2 : 1, (old edition sec. 30.) ·
multiplying wives unto themselves
vV e can easily ascertain whether the Here let me say, that the inspired
above argument holds good or not.
I writer, Jacob, makes a just distinction
In the same Book of Jacob from ~between the crimes of pride and the
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oppression of the poor, and that ofj To those from wh~m I may differ on
polygamy, and calls the latter the j this point, I say, come with me to the
"grosser crime."
revelations of God, given through
In the foregoing command, to have' Joseph the Seer, as recorded in the
but one wife, we see an example, and a Book of Covenants; let them decide
striking one too, of the manner of God's the matter. "Let God be true and
every man a liar," sooner than destroy
way of raising up a righteous seed.
In the seventh paragraph, same chap- his testimony, or doubt his word. Sec.
ter, we read that God gave this same 42, par. 7; (old edition sec. 13.)
commandment to Lehi; consequently
"Thou shalt love thy wife Lobserve, singular
the sin of Lehi's posterity was the number] with all thy heart, and shall cleave un:kl
greater because they were not ignorant her and none else; and he that looketh upon a
of the ~ill 0 f God
th ·
b · t . Is woman to lust after he.r, shall deny the faith,
.
.
=<
on lS su JeC ' a 0 and shall not have the Spirit; and if he rem the mnth paragraph, ~ame chapter, pents not, he shall be cast out."
we are told, that theN eph1tes had made
I wish it understood that the above
~hemselves more filthy than the LaJ?an- quotation is made fro~ a law promised
1tes, because they neglected the d1~ect the church by direct commandment.
c?mmand of ~od, and the Lamamtes for the express purpose that the FJlders
d1d not forget It.
might know how to act in doctrine tor
~he _Neph~tes be?ame _filthy through the purification of the church and' the
thmr d1sobed1ence m th1s re~pect, an? redemption of Zion;. and when we
were swept off the face of th1s beaut1- consider the matter in this light we can.
ful land of p:o~ise, ?'nd their e_nemies not but conclude, that the prophet un.
possessed the1r mhentance. W1ll God derstood that revelation to have been
vi~it this people with l~ke judgment? given for 11 Jaw to the church so long as
H1s ways, or course, lS one eternal it remained a church. If need be till
round. If_ they repent not, h~ most the coming of our Savior. But, to
assuredly w1l~; h~ cannot deny h1mself. make assurance doubly sure, in sec. 65,
These test1momes are not all that can old; ( 49 new), par. 3, the Lord
be brought from th~ Book of Mormon. makes it still nlainer for the benefit af
If any should des1re more, let them his ministry. -He there says,
· that whoso
carefully peruse the Book of lVIosiah,
"And again, I say unto you,
seventh chapter; and also the history forbiddeth to marry, is not ·ordained of God, for
of the reign of Riplakish fbund in the ma~~iage is or-dained of God unto man; where·
Book of Ether, fourth chapter.
fo:e it is lawful th_at he should have
ono
From the forecroin D' testimonies it w1fe, [observe, smgnlar nnm bcr ], and they
'II b
tl . t th "'· · 1 f
I twain shall be one flesh, and all this that the
WI
e seen 111 · e J?rmmp e 0 P0 Y-, earth might answer the end of its creation·;
galllJ cannot be sus tamed as a tenet of and th>tt it might be filled w'ith the measure of
the church from the Book of Mormon; man, according to his creation before th<1
but to the contrary it is positively world was made."
.
prohibited and condemned by the Lord
Here it is plainq stated how many
God himself.
wives would be lawful, and to exceed
this number would be a gross infringeCHAPTER III.
ment of God's direct commandment,
There is another clause in the articles "Thou shalt not have SAVE it be ONE
of faith that some may not approve of, wife;" and subject the transgressor to
and say, it was not the original doctrine the decision of the law, which is, "if
of the martyr before his death, i. e. he repents not he shall be cast out."
That a man should "have one wife and This revelation, also completely~xplodes
lcve her with all his heart and cleave the far-fetched theory of Adam's being
a polygamist in the eternal worlds beunto her and none else."
1
1
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fore he took up his abode on this earth,
with one of his wives. For in the last
clause, man's creation before the worid
was made, was one" man for one woman,
or more properly speaking one woman
for one man. I see no use of farther
argument in regard to this theory, for
when God so plainly states the facts in
the ca~e, it sets the matter at rest with
me.
There is one more testimony to be
brought from the Book of Covenants;
the article on marriage found in sec.
109, old edition; 111, new edition,
par. 2. Observe the marriage covenant
made by the parties being married ;
"You both mutually agree to be" each
<1thers companion, husband and wife, observing the legal rights belonging to this condition;
that is, keeping yourselves wholly for each
other, and from all others during your lives."

Again, paragraph 4;
"Inasmuch as this church of Christ has
been reproached with the crime of fornication
and polygamy: we declare that we believe,
that one man should have one wife; and one
woman but one husband."

"Ah my friends," says the polygamist, "there you see that the law provides
that the woman should have BUT one
husband, and leaves the man at liberty.
He should have one, but it does not say
he shall not have more." Let me finish
the sentence as it reads, "Except in
case of death, when either is at liberty
to marry again." According to this
declaration, the only chance for a man
to marry the second wife in keeping
with this law, is after the death of his
first one.
It is stated that Brigham Young
said, in the New Tabernacle, in Salt
Lake City, Utah, last conference, (1869),
before the whole church, that Oliver
Cowdery had that article on marriage
put in the book directly contrary to Br.
Joseph's express wishes, and so it has
no business to be there .and is not
binding on us. I challenge the statement of Pres. Young, or any other,
who may hold such an opinion. It has
a right there and is binding on all the

the church who believe in the teachings
of Joseph Smith the martyr. In the
first place;
"At a general assembly of the church at
Kirtland, August 17, 1835, the Book of Covenants was accepted as the rule of faith and
practice."-Compendium, by F. D. Richards,
page 224.

This statement is taken from the
history or the church, by their own
authorities. On page 939, Times and
Seasons, vol. 3, the whole article on
marriage is copied, with the following
note of the editor also inserted, which
is very significant testimony, c~nsider
ing who the editor was at that time,
October 1st, 1842, Joseph Smith himself being editor. I copy, verbat·im,
the note; the certificates of some dozen
of the influential men of the church at
that time; and also, the certificates of
nineteen of the first and most influential women of the church of that day.
I do this for three reasons.
First.-To rebut the story of Brigham Young in the Tabernacle,
Second.-To prove the law to be
valid and of full force in the Prophet's
time.
Third.-To rebut some affidavits of
some who have sworn that a different
marriage ceremony was known and
practiced as early as 1840.
The note of the editor (Joseph
Smith) reads thus:
"We have given the above rule of marriage
as the only one practiced in this church, to
show that Dr. J. C. Bennett's secret wife system is a matter of his own manufacttire: and
further, to disabuse the public ear, and show
that the said Bennett and his misanthropic
friend, Origen Bachelor, are perpetrating· a
foul and infamous slander upon an innocent
people, and need but be known to be hated
and despised."

In support of this position we present
the following certificates.
"We the undersigned, members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
and resident'! of the City of Nauvoo, persons
of families, do hereby certify and declare, that
we know of no other rule or system of marriage than the one published from the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, and we give this
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certificate to show, that Dr. J. C. Bennett's of both Hyrum and Joseph, in a notice
secret wife system is a creature of his own given to the church and the public,
make, as we kn.ow of no such society in this
place, nor never did. S. Bennett, Geo. Miller, February 1st, 1844,
Alpheus Cutler, Reynolds Cahoon, Wilsmi
"NOTICE.
Law, Wilford Woodruff. N. K. Whitney, Albert
"As we have lately been credibly informed
Petty, Elias Higbee, John ·~aylor. E. Robinson, that an Elder of the Church of Jesns Christ
Aaron Johnson."
of Latter Day Saints, by the name of Hyram
I also give tho following :
Brown, has been preaching polrg;amy and
"
.
.
other fl1lse aHd corrupt doctrines, in the
_w~ the und:rs1gned, mo~1bers of the County of Lapeer, State of :Michig·an. This
Lad;es Rehef Society, and nmrnecl females, do i is to notify him, and the church in general,
certify and declare, that we know of no sys- ' that he has been cut off from the church for
tom of marria_ge being practiced ht the Church: his iniquity; and he is further notified to apof Jesus Olmst. of Latter Day Samts, s_ave the ' pear at tho special conference, on the 6th of
one contamed m tlw Book of J:?octrme and .A_pril next, to make answer to these charges.
Oov~nants; and we g1ve thiS cert1flca~e to th~, Signed, Joseph Smith and Hyrum Smith,
pubhc, to show that J. C. Emmett s secre1 presidents of said church "
wife system is a disclosure of. his own make.
,
. ·
Emma Smith. President· Elizabeth Ann WhitBut says one, "that was only a sham
ney, Counselor; Saml/M. Olevelaml, Ooun- to blind the eyes of our enemies."
selor; Eliza R. Snow, Secretary; J\faryC.:Mil- Shame on the man. or set of men who
ler, Lois Outler, T!tyrza Cahoon, Ann Hunter, will thus wilfully charo-e the two' best
Jane Lmv, Sophia R. Marks, Polly Z. Johnson, .
f h
•
. hb + , h
AbiO'ail Work" Qo.t'lerine Pettv Sarall I-r1·o·bee men 0 t e mneteent cen,my, t e two
'
"
'
,,
'"
'
·''
"
'
p
h
f
h
. 1l
Phebe \Yoodruff, Leonora Taylor Sarah Hillrop ets o t e most h'1gl1 G od , Wit
man, Rosannah Marks, Angeline Robinson."
publishing to the church and the public
From the above testimonies I
at large a lie, and signing their names
the conclusion, that some affidavits to it.
lately taken in Salt Lake City are false;
"Oh ! but it was done to save their
and were made to deceive the people, lives." A very likely story, when
and lead them further into disgrace and those two men had faced death and the
condemnation.
world for fourteen long years, preaching
vVe also learn another fact from the the word of God to a sin-cursed generaabove certificates and testimonies, viz : tion. No, no, it will not not do, you
That in the brain of J. C. Bennett was must meet the truth with better weaconceived the idea, and in his practice pons than that, if you expect to rr ake
was the principle first introduced into much of a battle. Besides all that.
the church; and from this hellish e()'g Is it not written, that "He who S<J.ekwas hatched the present deo-radina
de- eth to save his life shall lose it, and ne
b
b'
basing, and destructive polygamic sys- who loseth his life for my sake shall
tem, known as ''spiritual wifery," or find it," and did not they know ihis.
the "celestial marriage," so called.
Yes, a thousand times yes; it was their
It is said that Joseph Smith, the hope, their consolation in times of
martyr, received a revolution revealing danger.
the "celestial marriage" and instituting
To return to the written testimony
"plurality of wives." I have already found in the Times and Seasons rJonexamined the testimony of Joseph cerning the principle, and its having
Smith, concerning the marriage cere- been taught in the days of the martyrs'
mony; and he declares that he knew lives. I now quote a letter of Hyrum
. of no other system of marriage than Smith, Times and Seasons, vol. 5, ·page
the one quoted from the Book of Doc- 474.
"NAuvoo, March 8, 18·14.
trine and Covenants, on October 1st,
"To the brethren of the Clmrch of Jesus
1842, those affidavits to the contrary, Christ
of Latter Day Saints, living on China
notwithstanding. In Times and Seasons Creek, in Hancock Oonnty, greeting-:-IV llerevol. 5, page 423, I find the testimony as, Brother Richard Hewitt has called on me
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to-d1\y, to know my views concerning Bome matter. The very fact that so much
docleineB that are preached in your place, and strong testimony had been produced,
staks to me that some of your Elders say, and did exist, as we have shown from
that a man having a certain priesthood may
havn as many wives as he pleases, and that the Book of lYiormon, ancl Doctrine
doctrine is taught here. I say unto you that and Covenants, satisfies me that it is
that man teaches false doctrine, for there is no folly for any sane man to think that
such doctrine taught here, neither is there any Joseph Smith needed to ask God consuch thing practiced here. And any man that
1 h"
·n
is found teaching, privately or publicly, any cerning a matter t lat lS Wl was so
such doctrine is culpable, and will stand a plainly manifest on as the one in hand.
chance to be bronght before the high council, There are those who say that the roveand lose his license, and membership als~; lation "was received over a five gallonthercf~,re, he had better beware what he IS keg of whiskey." There are those who
about. · • tt
· · 1 one was b urne d ."
S 'tl , say " t11e ongma
I 11 t l11s 1e er we h ave r·•
.1 nu 1h s Tl1ere are oth ers w110 say "·t
·
h
· ::tyrum
· 1
1 was a
th t
b
d " b t t
t
protest agamst t e pnnmp e ; a so, t e
""
h h
ll · fi l d
·
t copy a was urne ;
u s range o
wet, t at e ca s rt a a se octnne, ye
tl1
ll
"tl t · t
b
d"
it is s.aid that it was necessary for those sayd, · ey a stay,
la tlhwtas urne '
. ·
d
l · .
an a11 seem o agree
a one nerson
men to ]1e m or eT to save t 1e1r 11ves. b
d 1·t It 18
·
· d t th t '
Nonsense! Did those mon lie to save urne
evi en.
a a sup· 1·1ves m
· th e b rmgmg
· ·
f'or th of th e posed copy
th e!T
· of a revelatiOn has been
9
I)· · · th r1
d palmed off upon the people, by a
B k f 11VI
ocr ho . ;?~mthont'
Jd th ~y . e a~
designing 8et of men, who have cer1
d eny t e1r 1a1
o save
en· 1ves m
· 1 1
h d th
L"b
·t
·
·1
M
? N 1
•1
d
·t
tam
y ost the pnest oo
ey once
. 1 er Y Jal ' " 0·. ·
~ 0 · _never · an 1 . held, and have made money and women
1s a base
of hes to ·sayhso;
· on1y p1easure,
,
th at th ey 1mg
· ht
1subterfuge
d
· th e1r
·
an d IS· on·"v one d'
to excuse men m
t"f t Ovl8
tl f U11 es t exen
t t tl·1elr
· 1USt
d)t en· gra1y
ab ommatwns, an IS as mean an ow a f l d ·
d · k8 d
F
retreat as a· sin-stained master cou!.d u e~n·es an ww • purposes. . or
· h h" f' ll
t
t
I h
.the evrdence concermng the revelatwn
w1s · 1s 10J owers
· h so muc h h as b een
· stak ed upon :
11' 8 o denHer. ,8 ave wl11c
nt owt. g!Ven osetp ban t thyrum otwhn according to their own testimony, they
es 1mony, up o a ou
ree mon s
h
·
f'
b f
tl · d th
d th
"t'1 I on 1y ave a copy. wntt.en ·rom memory,
de ~re .~e~r bea fi; tn dey posl t
Y which. it is said, was locked up in some
e_c are I1 0 e a aise anldco 1•1t.ulp (bGc- one' desk for nine long years, and only
tnne.
am sure
wou ra wr e.
.
.
r
th
th
.
f th 0 ld those most ll1 confidence Wlth the prelOVe , etml,
anhmany 0
e
siding head could enjoy the privilege
·
f
woman s a es we ear so much of, of
l t
granted by 1t. The very first clause o
a e.
the supposed revelation is a direct conCHAPTER IV.
tradiction of the Book of Mormon, for
Now, having shown that up to the that book says, David·s and Solomon's
time of their death, the two martyrs many wives were an abomination to the
bore public testimony that the principle Lord; whereas the revelation justifies
of polygamy was not sanctioned nor them in their acts in this particular.
taught in the church, and that it was a It is also a contradiction of the gospel
false doctrine, I come to the conclusion plan of salvation, inasmuch as it purthat it it was not an original tenet of ports to be a new and everlasting covethe church under their teq.ching. But nant, as "all those who have this law
says an objecter "w·hat about the reve- revealed unto them must obey the same,
lation that ,Joseph Smith received on for behold I reveal unto you a new and
the subject." Th@ stories about that everlasting covenant, and if ye abide
article are so numerous, and so conflict- not in that covenant, then are ye
ir.g, that I do not believe that he ever damned, for no one can reject this cov•
received a revelation from God on the errant and be permitted to enter into

I

L

-

•
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my glory." Jesus says, "He that be-l corrupt one in February, 1844, and
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved, cuts a man off fr()m the church fllr
and he that believeth not shall be teaching it. "Consistency, thou art a
damned," and does not mention the so- jewel," which is not found in that socalled celestial marriage, and as it called revelation.
comes so directly in contact with Jesus
I shall now show by the church pubChrist and his gospel, we cannot but lications, that after the year 1844, the
brand it as the doctrine of the adver- church did most emphatically deny the
sary.
doctrine of polygamy. In an article
Should we admit the truth of this so- written ( 'l'imes and Seasons vol. 5,
called revelation, there is not a man on page 715) by an old man of Israel,
earth, neither has there been since the and endorsed by the Editor as genuine,
death of the martyr, who holds the keys on page 711.
to administer the ordinances of celestial
"The saints of the last doys have witnessed
marriage according to the revelation it- the outgoings and incomings of so many
self, for it is stated emphatically that apostates that nothing but truth has any effect
"There is never but one on the earth at upon them. In the present instance, after the
·
h
h'
sham quotations of Sidney and his cliqml,
a tnne on w om t lS power and the keys from the Bible, Book of Mormon, and Doctrine
of this priesthood are conferred." So by and Covenants, to skulk off, under the dreadtheir own witness they are condemned. ful splendor of 'spiritual wifery' which is
For Brigham Young has time and again brought into the account as graciously as if
said he was not a "prophet nor the son · the law of the land allowed a man a plurality
of wives, is fiendish. * * * Wo to the
of a prophet," and none but a prophet ·man or men who will thus wilfullvlie to incan hold the keys of this priesthood. jure an innocent people. The lav/ of the land
I give one more feature of the beauti- and the rules of the church do not allow one
ful document.
man to have more than one wife alive at once.
but if any man's wife die, he has a right to
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, if a man marry another, and to be sealed to both for
marry a wife according to my word and they eternity; to the living and thG dead. There
are sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise ac- is no law of God or man against it. This is
cording to mine appointment, and he or she all the spiritual wife system that ever was to\shall commit any sin or transgression of the erated in the church and they know it. 11
new and everlasting covenant whatever, and
Dated, November 15th, 1844; five
all m'tnner of blasphemies, and if they commit no murder whereby they shed innocent months after the martyrdom.
blood, yet shall they come forth in the first
l\iay 1st, 1845, John Taylor writes;
resurrection and enter into their exaltation. 11
"For once let us say that Cain who went to
Here is license given to any one who Nod and taught the doctrine of a plurality o'
enters this system of things to lie, steal, wives, and the giant who practiced the same
iniquity, and Nimrod who practiced the combear false witness, use the name of mon stock system, and the Jews who comGod in vain, blaspheme at will, and do menced crossing sea and land to make
all manner of wickedness except the proselytes without revelation; and the chris·
shedding ·of innocent blood, and by tian sects who have ":e-nt. all lengths to. build
them tauO'ht if a man be a Gentile up clu;rches and mult1plymg systems Without
0
'
d h' bl
·
·
authonty from God are all co-workers on the
an d unco_n ver~e , ls ood lS not mno- same plan. When the reward for every man's
cent, he lS a smner, consequently there work is given, this will be the everlasting
is no crime in killing him; provided, an~wer to all sects, ~o:ts and co.nditions, from
that you have a wife or two sealed to Cam down11 to chnstmn Israehtes, I never
you by the holy celestial knot. This knew you. -Time.s and tjeascms vol. 6, P· 888.
clause alone should reveal its origin.
On page 894, same volume, is an
This article purports to have been article copied from the Kalamazoo
given July 12th, 1843. Joseph Smith (Mich.) Gazette, and published in
pronounces the principle a false and Times and Seasons, written by E. M.
1

I
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POLYGAMY.
Webb, then an elder in the church.
true church of Jesus Christ of Latter
"The Latter Day Saints are charged by Dav Saints.
their enemies with the blackest crimes.
In answer to the assertion so freTreason, murdf)r, theft, polygamy, and adultery, quently heard in Utah, "That it was
,~re among the many crimes laid to their charge. necessary for the prophets and mem;. * * Mr. Rigdon's spiritual wife system
was never known till it was hatched by J. C. bers of the church to lie in the days
Bennett who was cut off from the church for of Nauvoo," I quote a few extracts
~eduction. As to the charge of polygamy, I from the words of God.
will quote from the Doctrine and Covenants
which is the subscribed faith of the church I "He ~hat ov~rcometh shall inherit all things,
and is strictly enforced. Article on marriage, and I Will be l.ns God and he .sh~ll be my son.
sec. 109, par. 4. 'Inasmuch as this church But the fearful, and unbehevmg, and the
of Christ has been reproached with the crime abominable, and mu~derers, and whoremongers,
of fornication and polygamy, we declare that and sorce_rers, and. Idolaters, and ~lll1m·s shall
we believe that one man should have but one have thmr part m the lake which bumeth
wife and one woman but one husband· except with fire and brimstone, which is the second
in case of death when either is at liberty to death. [Speaking of the Holy City,] And
there shall in no wise enter into it, anything
marry again.'"
AI
that defileth; neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie, but they which
so sec. 42, par. 7, (old ed. 13).
"Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy are written in the Lamb's book of life."-Rev.
heart and cleave unto her and none else."
=i. 7, 8, 27.
This was given to the public in May,
"Wo unto the liar, for he shall be thrust
1845 1
1
dowu into hell. Wo unto the murderer who
, e even mont rs aftJr Joseph's deliberately killeth, for he shall die. Wo undea,th.
to them who commit whoredoms for they shall
One more quotation from the Times be thrust down to hell. Yea, wo unto those
and Seasons, and I shall draw this al- that worship idols, for the devil of all devils
ready lengthy article to a close. On delighteth in them."-2 Book of Nephi, par.l2.
page 955, vol. 6, Brigham Young himBook of Covenants, sec. 42, par. 7,
self sets forth the spiritual wife system (old edition 13.)
as taught at that period.
"And again, I say, thou shalt not kill, but
"I would say, as no man can be perfect he that killeth shall die. Thou shalt not steal,
without the woman, so no woman can be per- and he that stealeth and will not repent shall
feet without a man to lead her. I tell you be cast out. 'l'hou shalt not lie. he that lieth
the truth as it is in the bosom of eternity, and and will not repent shall be cast out."
I say to every man upon the face of the earth,
And from these testimonies we conif he wishes to bs saved, he cannot be saved
without a woman by his side. This is spirit- elude there is no justification for the
ual wifeism, that is the doctrine of spiritual liar in the laws of God; and if some
wives."
have, as they assert, a priesthood that
From the foregoing, we learn what justifies them in lying, they never rethe principle of spiritual or celestial ceived it of God, but from the devil
wifeism was, as taught by the church who is the father of all liars.
after the death of the prophets. with
Now may God save this people from
the contradiction of the principle as this great plague spot that cankers and
now taught in Utah; and from these corrodes the soul, alienates it from God
!estimonies we conclude that polygamy and fits it only for Satan's kingdom is
IS not now, nor never was a tenet of the the prayer of the author.

I
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KIRTLAND TEMPLE SUIJ
Findings of the Court m Lake County, Ohio.
following are the findings of the Court in
That one of said fragments, estimated at teD
which the late suit of the Reorganized Church thousand, removed to the Territory of Utah n1>de1
.or the quieting the title to the Kirtland Temple, the leadership of Brigham Young, and !oc<tted
vas tried~
there, and with acc<essions since, now const-itute
"In Court of Common Pleas, Lake County, the Church in Utah, under the leadersh' p and
9hio, February 23d, 1880. Present: Hon. L. S. Presidency of John Taylor, aud is nameu itS on$
lherman, Judge; F. Paine, Jr., Clerk; and C. F. of the defendants in this action.
ll:orley, Sheriff.
That after the departure of said fragMent oi
Journal Entry, ]'ebruary Term, 1880.
said church for Utah, a large numb"" of the
The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of officials and membership of the original church
Latter Day Saints: Plaintiff. Against
which was disorganized at Nauvoo, reorganized
Lucien Williams, Joseph Smith, Sarah F. Vi- under the name of the Reorganize<'/ 0hurch oJ
[eon li'Iark H. Forscutt,-the Church in Utah of i Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, ana on the 5th
which John Taylor is President and commonly day of February, 1873, became incorr>orated under
~nown as the Mm·mon Church, and John Taylor, the laws of the state of Illinois, ana .since that
President. of said Utah Church. Defendants.
time all other fragments of said orig;!nal Church
Now at this term of the IJourt came the Plain- (except the one in Utlilh) have dissolved, and
tiff by its attorneys, E. L. Keliey, and Burrows the membership has largely become incorporated
~nd Bosworth, and the Defendants came not, but with said Reorganized Church which is the PlaLn·
!nade default; and thereupon, with the assent of tiff' in this action.
the Court, and on motion and by the consent of
That the said Plaintiff, the Reorganized
the Plaintiff a trial by jury is waived and this Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, is a
cause is submitted to the Court for trial, and the Reiigious Society, founded and organized upon
cause came on for trial to the Court upon the the same doctrines and tenets, and having the
pleadings and evidence, and was argued by conn- same church organizs.tion, as the original Church
sel; on consideration whereof, the Court do find of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, organized
as matters of fact:
i·n 1830, by Joseph Smith, and was organized
(1st). That notJce was given to the Defendants pursuant to the constituti;m, laws and ngages of
in this action by publication of notice as required oaid original Churcll, and has branches located
by the statutes of the state of Ohio; except as to in Illinois, Ohio, and other States.
the Defendant, Sarah F. Videon, who was perThat the chcrch in Utah, the Defendant of
sonally served with process.
which John Taylor is President, has materially
(2d). That there was organized on the 6th day of and largely departeu from the faith, doctrines,
April, 1830, at Palmyra, m the state of New York, Jaws, ordinances and usages of said original
by Joseph Smith, a Religious Society, under the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and
name of "The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter has incorporated into its system of faith the docDay Saints," which in the same year removed in tr'nes of Celestial :&farriag;e and a plurality ot
a body and located in Kirtland, Lake County, wives, and the doctrine of Adam-God worship,
Ohio; which said Church held and believed, and contrary to the laws and constitution of said
was founded upon certain well defined doctrines, original Church.
which were set forth in the Bible, Book of 1\forAnd the Court do further find that the Plainman, and Book of Doctrine and Covenantstiff, the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
(3d). That on the 11th day of February, A. D. Latter Day Saints, js the True and Lawful con1841, one William li'Iarks and his wife, Rosannab, tinuation of, and Successor to the said original.
by Warranty Deed, of that date, conveyed to said Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
Joseph Smith as sole Trustee-in-Trust for the organized in 1830, and is entitled in law to all ite
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, be- rights and property.
ing the same Church organized as aforesaid, the
And the Court do further find that said defendlands and tenements described in the petition, ants, Joseph Smith, Sarah F. Videon and li'Iark
and which are descri@ed as follows:
H. Forscutt, are in possession of saicl property
[The d~scription of the land is omitted.-Ens. 1 under a pretended title, derived from a pretended
And upon said lands said Church had erected a sale thereof, made by order of the Probate
church edifice known as The Temple, and were Court of Lake County, on the petition of
then in the possession and occupancy thereof Henry Holcomb, as the administrator of said
forreligious purposes, and so continued until the Joseph Smith, u the individual property of said
disorganization of said Church, which occurred Smith; and the Court finds that said Smith had
about 1844. That the main nody of said Relig- no title to said property, except as the Trustee of
ions Society had removed from Kirtland afore-~ said Church. and tliat no title thereto passed to
said, and were located at Nauvoo, Illinois, in, the purchasers at said sale, and that said parties
1844, when said Joseph Smith died, and said' in possession have no legal title to said property.
Church was disorganized and· the membership
And the Court further finds that·the legal title
(then being estimated at about 10C,OOO) scattered to said property is vested in the heirs of said
1n smallet fragments, each claiiniRg to be the Joseph Smith,
in trust for the legal successor of
www.LatterDayTruth.org
original and true Church before named, and lo- sald original Church, and that the Plaintift's are·
~tad in difi'erent states and places.
not in possession thereof."
l'HE
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I

We believe in God the Eternal Fatter, and the end of time. Job 32: 8. Reb. 13: S.
inhisSonJesusChrist,andintlleHolyGhost. Prov. 29:18. Amos 3:7. Jet, 23: 4; 31:
Matt. 28; 19. 1 John 1: 3. St. John 11: 26.' 31, 34; 33: 6. Ps. 85: 10, ll. Luke 17: 26.
We believe that men will be punished for Rev. 14: 6, 7; 19: 10.
their · ,wn sins, and not for Adam's transgresWe believe in the powers and gifts of thll
sion. Ecc. 12: 14. Matt.l6: 27. 1 Cor. 3: 13. everlasting gospel, viz: the gift of faith, dis·
Rev. 20: 12-15.
cerning of spirits, prophecy, revelation, heal.
w·e believe that through the atonement of ing, visions, tongues, and the interpretation of
Christ, all men may be saved bJ obedience to tongues, wisdom, chtuity, brotherly love, &c.
the laws and ordinances of the gospel. 1 Cor. l Cor. 12: 1:-11; 14: 26.
.John 14: 24.
15: 3. 2 Tim. 1: 10. Rom. 8: l-6.
Acts 2: 3. Matt 28: 19, 20. Mark 16: 16.
We believe that thooe vrdinances are:Y.T e believe that Marriage is or~ained of
(;lst). Faith in God and in the Lord Jesus God; and that the law of God provides for
thrist. He b. 11: 6. 1 Pet l: 21. 1 Tim. 4: 10. but one companion in wedlock, for either man
John 3: 16, IS, 36. Mark 11: 22. John 14:1. or woman, except in cases where the cou:ract
(2d). Repentance. Matt. 3: 2, 8, 11. Luke of marriage is broken by death or transgres·
H:3; 24:47. Ezek.18:30. Mark1~5,15. sian. Gen.2:18,21-24; 7:1,7,13. Prov.
Acts 2: 38. Rom. 2: 4. 2 Cor. 7: 10.
5: 15-21. Mal. 2: 14, 15. Matt. 19: 4-6.
(3d). Baptism by immersion for the remis- 1 Cor. 7: 2. He b. 13:4. D. & 0. 42: 7; 49: 3.
sion of sins. Matt. 3: 13-15. Mark 1: 4, 5.
We believe that tlle doctrines of a plurality
Luke 3:3. John 3:5. Acts 2: 38· 22: ln; and a community of wives are heresies, and
~:41; 8:12,37,38. Markl6:16. Col.2:12. are opposed tothelawof God.
Gen.4: 19,
Rom. 6: 4, 5. John 3: 23. Acts 8: 38, 39.
23, 2L!.; 7 : 9; 22 : 2, in connection Gal. 4th
(4th). Laying on of hands for the gift of and 5th c Gen. 21 : 8-10. Mal. 2: 14, 15.
the Holy Ghost. De11t. 34:9, John 20: 21, Matt. 19: 3-9. The BOOK OF MORMON says:
22. Acts 8: 17; 19: 6. 1 Tim 4: 14. Acts -"Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and
9: 17 1 Cor. 12: 3. Acts 19: 1-6.
hearken to the word of the Lord: For there
(5th). We believe in the Resurrection of I shall not any man among you have save it be
the Body; that the dead in Christ will rise ONE WIFE, and concubines he shall have
first, and the rest of ~he dead will not live none, for I, the Lord God, delighteth in the
again until the thousand years are expired. chastity of wome~. A.nd whoredoms are an
Job 19: 25, 26 Dan. 12: 2. 1 Cor. 15: 42. abomination before me, saith the Lord ~
1 Thes. 4:16. Rev 20:6. Acts l7: 31. Phil. hosts."-Jacob 2. 6-9.
3: 21. John 11: 24 Isa. 26: 19. Ps. 17: 15.
We believe that in all matters of contro
(6th). We believe in the doctrine of Eter- versy upon the duty of roan toward God, and
nal Judgment, wh.ich provides that men shall in reference to preparation and fitness for the
'\Je judged, rewarded, or punished, according world to come, the word of God should ~
to the degree of good, or evil, they shall have decisive and the end of dispute; and that
done. Rev. 20: 12. Ecc. 3: 17. Matt. 16: when God directs, man should obey.
2'7. 2 Cor. 5: 10. 2 Pet. 2: ·!, 13, 17.
We believe that the religion of Jesus
We believe that a man must be Called of Christ, as taught in the New Testament Scrip!Gor:l, and ordained by the Laying on of Hands tures, will, if its precep~s are accepted and
6f those who are in authority, to entitle him obeyed, make men and women better in the
to preach the Gospel, and Administer in the domestic circle, and better citizens of town.
Ordmances thereof. Reb. 5: l, 5, 6, 8. Acts county and state, and consequently better fit1: 24, 25; 14: 23. Eph. 4: 11. John 15: 16. ted for the change which cometh at death.
We believe in the same kind of organizaWe believe that men should worship God
tion that existed in the primitive church, in "Spirit and in truth;" and that such worviz: Apostles, Prophets, Pastors, Teachers, ship does not require a violation of the con.
Evangelist, &c. 1 Cor. 12:.28. Matt. 10: L stitutional law of the land. John 4: 21-24.
Doctrine and Oovenants, sec. 58, par. 5.
Acts 6: 4. Eph. 4: 11; 2: 20. Titus 1: 5.
We Lolieve that in the Bible is contained
We olaim the privilege· of worshiping
the word of God, so far as it is translated cor- Almighty God according to the dictates ol
rectly. We believe that the canon of scrip- our conscience, allow all men the same privi
ture is not full, but that God, by His Spirit, lege, let them worship how, where, or ·what
Will continue to reveal His word to man Yntil they may.
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Published by

tl>~
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Dear reader, will you help us to decide I dead. Luke 20:35,36. John 5:28, 29; 6: :'li9o
lhese questions by au appeal to the Bible.[4{), 54. Acts 24: 14, 15. 1 Cor. 15:12-64..
kamme our quotations carefully. '
1 Rev. 20:4, 5, 12, 13.
TRUTH is God's word; His laws aud com10. It believed and hoped for ChriaC'III
moodments. J-:>hn 17:17. Psalms 119 1 142, SECOND, PERSONAL ADVENT.
Matt. 24: 36;
151, 160.
25:31. John 14:3, 18, 28. Acts 1:10, U.
True or genuine 0RT-cODCIKY is the ancient 1 Thes. 4: 16. Rev. 1: 7; 22: 12-20. Zech. 14.
11. It expected TO BE REWARDED AT Hr.s
Apo3tolic doctrine, the "One Faith.''
An EVANGELICAL CHURCH is one that eor- COllliNG. Matt. 16: 27; 25: 31-34. Luklll l4t
reJ;~ponds to that of the days of Paul and other 14. Col. 3: 4. 2 Thes. 1: 7.
2 Tim. 4: S.
apostles, in faith, in practice, in organization l Pet. 1: 7; 5:4. Rev. 22: 12.
a.nd experience. To these s,';atements doubt12. It looked for the Judgment Day at His
less all agree.
Now what was the faith, coming. Matt. 25:31, 32-41. John 12:48.
practice, organization, and blessings of the 2 Tim. 4: 1. Jude 14: 15. 2 Pet. 11: t ..
early church?
Rev. 22: 12.
l. It believed in One living and true God. 13. It believed in the restoration of Jerg.
!sa. 44:6-9. 1 Cor. 8:6. Eph. 4:6. 1 Tim. salem; and the conversion of the Jews, a~
2: 5.
Messiah's coming Luke 21: 24. Zech. 1: 16,
2. In Jesus the Christ, the only begotten 17; 2: 4, 5, 12; 8: 3-8; 9: 9; 12: 5, 6. :Matt.
ionofGod. John3:16. Gal.4:4. Heb.1:21;23:39. Acts3:19-21. Rom.ll:21>-.
1:1-3. Rom. 8:2.
27. 1Tim.l:l6. Zech.12:7; 13:1; 14:1-:!L
8. In the Holy Spirit-the Comfodef and 14. It believed in the restoration of the
gift. John 16: 7-14. Acts 2: 38, 39. Rom. land, and all the House of Israel. Isa. 49:
8:14,26,27. 1Cor.2:10-13.
13-21; 60:1-22; 62:1-12. Jer. 32:36-42;
4. It believed that all men can be saved 33: 1-26. Ezek. 20: 33-44; 36: 6-38; 3'l:
by the gospel. Mark 16:15, 16. Rom. 1: 16, 21-28. Amos 9: 7-15. Matt. 19: 28. Lub
17. 1Tim.2:4. Rev.22:17.
22:28,30. Rom.ll:25-33.
5. It believed the principles of the gospel We thus discover what is genuine Ortho·
to be:-(.A) FAITH in the Lord Jesus Christ, doxy, or sound doctrino, and what was. thEI
ood the "things of the kingdom." Acts 8: 12; faith, practice, organization, experience and
20: 21, 25; 28:30, 31. Mark 1: 14. Matt. 24: hope of a truly Evangelical Church. And
14. (B) REPENTANCE of Sin and fr<lm dead such, kind reader, is the faith, practice, forlll
works. Luke 24: 47. Al(ts 2 : 38; 3 : 19. of church government, experience and hope
Reb. 6: l. Isa. 55: 6, '7. (0) BAPTISM bv of The RliiORGANIZED CHURCH OF JESW
immersion for remission of sins.
Mark 1 : CHRIST, commonly called Latter Day Sainlll.
4, 5. Acts 2: 38; 8: 36-38; 22: 16. Rom. 6: 4.
But before you turn away with disdaim,
Col. 2: 12. (D) The gift of the Holy Spirit, please understand that this Church is in no
through LAYING ON OF HANDS. Acts 8: 14.- oonse connected with Salt Lake Mormous,
19; 9: 17; 19: 5, 6. Reb. 6: 2.
who are improperly called Latter Day Sain&!l.
6. It believed the Kingdom of God to be: Polygamy never was, nor ever can be, a doo(.A.) The Church. Matt. 13:24, 31, 38, 43, 45, trine or practice among those who follow the
4~; 16:19; 20:1-16; 22:2-14; 25:1-13,14- teachingsofChristandtheHolySpirit. Hear
30. Luke 16:16. Dan!. 2:44. (B) The whattheBookofMormonsaysonpolygamy:
restored kingdom ofisrael. 1 Chron. 12:11- "No man among you shall have save it be
19. 29:23. Isa. 9; 6, 7. Ezek. 21:25-27. ON!! WIFE, and concubines he shall han
Amos 9:8-15. Luke 1:31-33; 22:28-30. (0) none, for I the Lord God, delight in the
Finally the whole earth. Dan!. 7:13, 14, 27. chastity of woman." It also calls it "A
JIL&tt. 25: 24 compared with Gen. 1: 26. Matt. GROSI!IBR CRIME" than pride, &c. The voioo
of God to the true Latter Day Saint is, "Thou
6: 9, 10. 1 Cor. 15: 24-28. Rev. 5: 9-13.
7. A.s an organization, the Church present- shalt Jove thy wife with all thy heart, and
ed tbe following gifts or oftl.ees, viz: Apostles, cleave unto her and none else."-Dootrille lmti
the Seventy, Prophets, Evangelists, Plll!tors, Oneno.nts.
Elders, Teacher!!, Bishops, Deacons, &c., &c
Polygamy originated with the leaders of
Luke 6: 13; 10:1. Acts 13: 1; 21:8, 9. the Utah Church; and that Church bu
l Oor. 12:27, 28. Eph. 4:11-13. Tit. 1:5. "departed from the faith" of the pure g08p811
8. That Church enjoyed various SPIRITUAL system as taught by the Church of Ohria,
WI'S. Rom.l2: 5-8. 1 Cor.12: 4-13; 14.: 1, both of former and latter days; and the Umh
l2, 13, 39. Mark 16:17-20.
Church has cle&rly fulfilled the propheef Gl
9. It had hope in the lllESURREOTI(}!! of the Paul. 1www.LatterDayTruth.org
Tim. 4: 1, and Jer. 17: 5, 6.

LAYING ON OF HANDS.
Published by the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter. Day Saints.

L.A YING ON OF HANDS.

received the Holy Ghost, otherwise than
by the laying on of hands; or that they
The laying on of hands, for the blessing rec~lved it before baptism? Was not the
and setting apart of persons for religious la:p~g on of hands a means; and tht: N~ices, was a pra?tice in primitive Bibl!l ceivmg ~f ~he Holy Ghost, the result?
ti.mes, by those Sltid to have received di- The m1sswn of Peter and John to Bam~
vine guidance. Jacob laid his hands upon ri~ was, that the baptized b~lievers there
Manasseh and Ephraim and blessed them. might be confirmed by bemg endowed
(a) And Moses, by the command of God with the Holy Spirit. If they could ha'"'
la;id his hands upon Joshua, and blessed ~eceiv~~ the Spirit without :pr~yer and the
fum as his successor, in the leading of the ImpositiOn of hands, the mission of Peter
Israelites. (b)
and John was of no consequence-a jourThis ordinance has become almost uni- ney in vain--a superfluous labor.
versally di~carded by modern worshipers, To them w~s co,mmitte~ the r~sponsible
as somethmg of no value, especially in duty of teachmg ' all natwns" •O "observe
some of its most important services; nev. all things" whatsoever Jesus had <;omertheless, we have the most ample and sat- manded them. (~)- And they taught the
isfactory proofs that it was believed in people of Samaria to observe the laying on
taught and practiced by Jesus and th~ of hands for the receiving of the Holy
Apostles, as ~tomething of importance, and Ghost; the pe<!ple o?eyed th~ injunction,
of very essential benefit to believers.
and thus receive~ tne prmmse made by
I. THE HOLY GHOST IS GIVEN BY THE LAY- John, when he said,ING ON OF HANDS.
" I indeed baptize you with water unto reWe read in the book of Acts, that one p~ntal?-ce; but he that cometh after me is
Philip went down to Samaria and preach- mightier than I, whose ~hoes I au; not worthy
sd the word, and the people received his to bear: he s.hall b~~tize you with the Holy
teachings and were baptized.
Ghost, and With fire. (f)
"Now when the Apostles which were at . When the laying on of hands, as tau.ght
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received m the New Testament was made obhga..
the word of God they sent unto thGm Peter tory upon believers, that they might beand John: who ~hen they had come down, come the re~ipients ?\the joys of the
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Ghost, It was enJomed as a duty by
Holy Ghost, for as yet he had fallen upon commandment _of the hig~1es; _authorit~;
none of them; only they were baptized in the and he that Will sh?W his •aith by his
name of the Lord Jesus. Then laid they their ~or~s, and thu~ mamfest ~he lov;e of God
&arul,s on them, and they recei11ed the Holy m his heart, Will keep thrs ordmance.(Jhost. And when Simon saw that through For Jesus says:laying on of the Apostles' hands the HoZy Ghost "If a man love me, he will keep my words."
10as 'gi11en, he offered them money, saying, (g). For this is the love of God, that we keep
Give me this power, that on whomsoever I his commandments." (h).
lJ~~.hands, he may rec~i11e th~ Ho~y Ghost." (c) I do not wish, here, to specul~te with
And when Paul nad la2d hw hands upon reference to the philoshphical relationship
them, th_e Holy Ghost came on th~m; and they existing between those officiating and
spake With tongues, and prophesied." (d)
those receiving tllis ordinance· for it is
Comment upon these texts could not sufficient for me to know that the Bible
make them plainer; for the first, and most teaches it. Still, to obviate the difficulties
palpable thought that Impresses the mind that may arise in the minds of some (as
w~ile r~ading them is, that the Apostles this is peculi~rly a speculative age), 'and
la%d ~hezr hcmds upon .those wl~o had been to an.s~er the queries of others, I will say,
baptized, that they mzg~t recezve the Holy that It IS not held that the Holy Ghost is
Ghost; an~ tha.t. they. did, t~rough ob~c~i- g!v~n by the power and will of those offience to thiS ord~nance, receive the ~pmt. ?Iatmg, as though they by some magnetic
Not before baptrsm, but after; not without mfiuence emanating from themselves
the laying on of hands, but with. Will were able to communicate to and influ:
any one take the responsibility of saying ence believers as some are wo~tto believe·
iliat those who were baptized would have but that the Holy Ghost is given of God:
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(h) 1 John 5:3.
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through prayer and the imposition of should speak. And I kno; that his com·
hands. Man is the instrument to officiate; mandment is life eve•lasting." (o).
Go.d .is the great som:c~ fro~ whi?h the The teachings of Christ were the com.
Sp1nt 9omes. Hence, 1t IS wntten : 'TLey mandments of the Father, wherein is prom.
spake m tongues and prophesied."
ised "life everlasting." Hence, Paul, who
"And God, which knoweth the hearts bare did not shun to declare the whole co!lnsel
them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, of God, wrote concerning the gospel,
llven as he did unto us." ( i).
" I neither received it of man, neither was
Paul wrote to Timothy, saying:I t~ug~t it, but by the revelation of Jesus
"Neg1ect not t h e gil•
.,.. th at IS
. m
. thee, whJC
. I1 Ohnst. (p ). •
was given thee by prophecy, with the laying By revelatiOn,. th~n, P~ul wa? t~ught
on of the hands of the presbytery [body of that. the fourth prmc~ple ot the doctnne of
'
Chnst, was the laymg on of hands; as
Elders] " (})
·
·
found in the sixth chapter of Hebrews.
Again he wrote:And if it was considered to be of such
"Wherefore I put thee in remembrance, great importance and benefit th:1 t God re..
that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in vealed it unto men for their good, is it not
thee by the putting on of my hands." (k).
singularly strange that it is almost uniHere, we are informed that Timothy re- versally discarded ?Y. the lat~ r~formers?
ceived a gift by prophecy, through the Who ~an .say t1lat 1t IS not b1~dmg now?
laying on of hands.
To reJeC~ I.t IS to ~e l~ft dest1tute of the
raul, being tt man of God, laid his hands Holy Sp1nt, that grvetn. utterance.
Upon Timothy and prayed; God, respect- III. LAYING ON OF HANDS, FOR THE REOEPing his prayer, sent down the Holy Ghost TION OF THE HOLY GHOS'l', WAS PRAO·
Upon them, and Paul was enabled to pre. TIOED BY THE EARJ,Y OHRIS'l'IANS AFTER
diet COncerning Timothy's future Useful- THE DEATH OF THE NEW 'l'ESTAMENT
ness, if faithful, and manifest his most WRITERS.
excellent gift. Not by any wisdom or Tertullian who wrote in the latter part
subtle power belonging to Paul's nature, of the second century says that
or t~1e atte~~ance on that occasion of ~~s " After baptism, succ~ede the la~irig on of
deceased
of G d Ffnends, but by the Holy Sprrrt 11ands, WI'tl1 prayer, ca11·mg ~.or th e Holy
or
Ghost."
o ·
"Prophecy came not in old time by the will Cypnan, a writer of the third century
of man: but holy men of God spake as they says:were moved by the Holy Ghost." (l).
.
" Our practice iR, that those who have been
II. IT IS A 1JOCTRINE OF CHRIST.
baptized in the Church should be presented,
If it can be shown that Jesus taught the * * * that by prayer und imposition of hands
laying on of hands as a doctrine-a com- they may receive the Holy Ghost." (q).
wandment-this ought to satisfy the most Chrysostom, who wrote in the fourth
aoubting mind, who believes the Bible, oi century, sa:vs,
its essential character and binding force "That confirmation * * gives us the Holy
~t t{le present time . . For what Christi.an Ghost."
IS t"1er~, that can bel~eve that the Sav:wr
Augustine, who also lived in the fourth
would rmpose. a .doctrme UJ?On men wh1ch century says that they
was of no valldrty; or whiCh was not es. " . '
.
sential to their good? Paul wrote:St1ll do what the Apostles d1d, when they
" 'l'h r
l
t] 1 ·
h
. . 1
f laid their hands on the Samaritans and called
th H 1 Gl
tl
,
ere.ore no eavmg t e prmmp es o d
the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto per- own e . 0 Y. wst upon Jem..
.
fection; not laying again the foundation of re- ~d Mos~mpr, and Gahan, Church J;rs.
pentance from dead work~, and of faith to- tonans, say: m substance t!mt, the laymg
wards God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of o.n of hands for confirmatiOn and. receplaying on of hands, and of resurrection of the tron of the Holy Ghost was pracuced rn
dead, and of eternal judgment." (m).
the thrrd century. (r)
Here, the laying on of hands is declared These authors are quoted, not because
to be a principle of the doctrine of Christ. ti:-e New T:stament do~s. not spea~ sufil.
And Jesus said·mently plamly and pos1tlvely on tlns sub.
"M doct · e .' t · e b t h'18 tl t
t ject, but to show that primitive Christians1
, Y( ) rm IS no mm ' u
la sen who lived immediately after the death or
me. n ·
the Apostles, taught and practiced what
"For I h.ave not spoken or·---"-'~;. but the the Apostles enjoined,-that this doctrine
Father whJCh sent me, he ,-.e a com- was of universal belief and practice, all(i
mandment, what I should say. ~nd what I _ __
(o) Johnwww.LatterDayTruth.org
12: 49, 50. (p) Gal.l: :1, 12. (q) Epistie
( i) Acts 15 : 8. (.i) 1 T!m. 4: 14. (k) 2 Tim. 1 : 6. lxxiii. (r) Gahan's C. H. page 93. Mosheim's C. H,
@ 2 Peter 1: 21. 1m) Heb. 6: l, 2. (n) John 7: 16. vol. 1, page 91.
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<"eceived with as much faith and reverence,
as any ordinance taught in the gospel. .
And if, as has been shown, the Apostles,
with their inspired wisdom and authority,
instituted confirmation by the laying on
of hands for the reception of the Holy
Ghost, may any one with impunity slight
and condemn it? Are we competent to
determine better than they, what we., must do to be saved?"
tv. WHY DOES BAPTISilf PRECEDE THE LAY-

The perversion of this doctrine and cus.
tom may be seen in an ordinance now of
such universal prevalence, that of sprink..
ling infants; called by moderns, baptism.
Not a single text can be found in all the
Bi'ble, to warrant and sustain this custom.
"Of such," said Jesus, "is the kingdom of
heaven." And to those of mature years
he said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." Of course, with
their children. Jesus Says, little children
ING ON OF HANDS?
are "of the kingdom of heaven." But
For the best of reasons. The Holy Ghost th~se modern w~rshipers present their
will not dwell in the helart of the sinner. ch1Id:r:en to be. sprmkled, as though they,
For this reason, John came preaching "the by this pra~tiCe, could ma~~e them any
baptism of repentance for the remission of more the children of ~he kmgclom than
sins;" with the promise, "He shall bap- th~y were b~fo:r:e, holclmg that s_uc!l as re..
tize you with the Holy Ghost and with cerve not this nte, and should die m such
fire." (s)
a state, wo~ld be l?st; as though God ~as
None could expect to receive the Holy such an UnJu~t bemg as to sa;ve, or thmk
Ghost, save those who attended unto the more of a _cluld that was sprmk!ed, than
"baptism of repentance for the remission of one wlnch was not; when nei_ther onE!
of sins." Hence, Ananias said to Saul, nor. the other, could ha_ve, or mamfest any
desire as ~o whether It would or would
t.ue convicted sinner
:
.
not be sprmklecl.
"And now why tarnest thou? anse, and be
haptized, and wash away tl1y sins."' (t).
VI. FOR THE HEALING OF THE SICK.
Peter said to the multitude who had not "And he could there do no mighty work,
receive.d the "washing of regeneration," save that he laid his hands upon a few sick
"Be baptized every one of you in the name folk, and healed them." (y).
.
of J usus Christ for the remission of sins
"Now when the sun was settmg, all they
and ye shall re~eive the gift of the Holy that had any sick with divers diseases, brought
Ghost." (u)
them unto him: and he laid his hands on
The Holy Ghost was promised after the every one of them, and healed them.'' (~~
remissir;m of sins,· and baptism was de- . "And he laid his hands <:n her: and i~me
clared to be "for the remission of sins." dmtely she was made straight, and g·lonfied
No wonder then that Peter and John did God.'' (a).
not lay hands on the Samaritans until they "They shall lay hands on the sick, and they
had been baptized by Philip!
shall recover." (b).
Jesus said, "I will send you another It is here very plainly taught that the
comforter, which the world cannot re- Savior practiced the laying on of hands
ceive,"-sent expressly for the Disciples, for the healing of the sick, and that the
who had been "tmnsla1;!>d," by the reruis- sick were by this healed.
sion of their sins, "fromthe power of dark- It is also just as plttinly taught, in the
ness into the kingdom of his clear Son." (v) sixteenth chapter of J\IIark, that the believ.
The Disciples were not of the world, but ers, in every age and time, should be
had been created anew in Christ, by "put. I' blessed with signs, "They shall lay hands
ting off the old man, and putting on the on the sick and they shall recover.''new," by the remission of their sins; and Hence, James says:WE<re there!"ore entitled to the Holy Spirit,
"Is any sick among you? let him call for
by the laymg on of hands.
the elders of the cb:urch; and Jet them pray
V. FOR THE BLESSING OF CHILDREN,
over him, anointing him with oil in the name
"Then were brought unto him little ehil- of the Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save
dren, that he should pnt his hands on them, the sick, aml the Lord shall raise him up; and
and pray: and the disciples rebuked them. * if he have committed sins, they shall be for·
* * And he laid his hands on them, and de- given him.'' (c).
parted thence." (w).
The regular order seems to be, as here
Jesus said of little children, "of such is set forth, that the Elders are to be sent
the kingdom of heaven.'' (x). They are for, and they are to anoint with oil, lay
without sin, having been made alive by their hands upon and pray over the sick;
the power of the atonement; hence, they and the promise is, "the praym' of faith
are holy without baptism, having com- shall save
;k, and the LM'd shall
mitted no sin, and are therefore entitled raise them ...,
to the bless1ng of the Spirit.
James here ~.;ut confirms what Jesus had
(s) Jiolatt. 3: 11. (t) Acts 32: 16. (u) tl.cts 2: 38. (y) Mark www.LatterDayTruth.org
6 : 5 (z' Luke 4 : 40. (a) Luke 13: 13.
(w) Jiolatt.l9: 13, 16. (x) Matt. 19: 14. (b) Jiolark 16:18. (c) James 5: 14, 15.
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before taught, when he said, "these signs "The Elder unto the well beloved Gaius."
shall follow them that lJelieve; in my name The Elders had importan.t duti~s to pe;rthey shall cast out devils, * * they shall form, but they are not mentwned m detail
lay hands on the sick and they shall re- But if there _is one thing made clear~r than
cover." Thus showing that this ordinance another, it IS that they were authorized to
and blessing was not confined to a favored lay on ·hands.
few, at any one time or place; but was James says:made to all believers ; hence the language, "If any are sick among you, let him eaP
"Is any sick among you~ let him call for for. the Elders of the church; and let them
the elders," etc. Hence, all believers in pray over them; anointing them with oil in
Christ have equal claims upon him, in the the name of the Lord."
~our of di~tress and pain, for the restora- And Mark informs us, that the praying
ti<?n of their h~alth, !~rough the prayer of for the sick is to be accompanied with the
faith and th~ Impo~Itw~ of han~s. And laying on of hands. Hence, "they shall
although this promi~e .Is not enJoyed by lay hands on the sick and they shall reo
:man:J:" l!rofessed Chns~Ia!ls of the present cover." (h)
day, I.t J.S not because.It IS not taught and We learn froi;U this, then, that it is the
pro!l~Ised to the believers, but because duty of the Elders to pray over, anoint
their prayer~, for some reason,,do not seem with oil, and lay hands upon the sick.
to be efi;icacwus when made m behal_f of Philip was authorized to baptize the
th~ afflicted. And now1 for a long time, Samaritans, but probably not to lay on
this custom has bee.n discar~ed; not be- hands that they might ra~eive the Holy
cause there were no siCk a~d diseased who Spirit. For if he could have done so, why
needed to be healed; but, m the language was it necessary for Peter arrd John to be
of t~e. gre~~ reformer, Mr. We~le:y: the sent down to attend to that ordinance? The
Chnst1ans "turned heathe~, agam, and most reasonable conclus.ion _that coulq ~e
had onlJ a dead form l~ft.
The power drawn from this transactwn Is, that Philip
ofGod was not made mamfestamongthem. was not authorized to Jay on hands; but
VII. ELDERS ARE AUTHORIZED TO LAY ON that Peter and John held that authority;
HANDS.
hence they went to do that which Philip
The New Testament does not speak very could not do. Becaus~ Peter an~ John
plainly concerning the duty of Elders, yet ~are ~he ones who officiated on this occa.
it is quite certain that they held a very swn 1t has been supposed, even by the
worthy and responsible position, for Paul learJ?-ed, that the Apostles only, we~e .anexhorted them saying
thonzed to lay on hands. But this IS 11
"Take heed t{1erefore ~nto yourselves, and mistake. The c~se of the Samaritans is
to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost the only one mentwned where the Ap?stloo
hath made you overseers, to feed the church were ca~led upon to render that _serviCe.
of God." (d).
Anamas came to Paul and said:And Peter wrote to the Elders
"T.he Lord (even Jesus that appeared untG
.
'
thee m the way as thou earnest) hath Bl!fflt me,
'~Feed the floc.k of God w~ch is among you, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and b.,
takmg the overs1ght thoceof. (e).
filled with the Holy Ghost." ( i).
Thus we learn that the Elders had the This instance utterly defeats the idoo
chief charge of the flock in the ~bsence that none could lay on hands but the Aposof the Apostles, and were authonzed to ties· for Ananias was not an Apostle, but
"~eed them." Th~y .conv~ned_in ?ouncil in ah probability an Elder. And he ~a.•
With the Apostles m mvestigatmg Import- especially sent that Saul might recmve
ant matters, and had a voice with them. his sight and be,filled with theHolyGhoat1
(f) Indeed, the office of an Elder seems to hence, he put his hands upon him.
be so nearly related to that of an Apostle, Hence, we learn that others than the
that the Apostles thems~lves freq~ently Apostles, laid on hands for the receiving
used the term Elder to designa;te their own of the Holy Ghost, and the healing of the
office. In fact, an Apostle IS an Elder. sick; and every proof goes to show that
For Peter says:they were Elders.
"The Elders whi0h are among you I exhort, To present the authority for the doc.
who am also an Elder." (g$.
trine of "laying on of hands," these lines
John commenced his Second and Third have been :vritten. And. ~e thi?k there
Epistles, "The Elder unto the elect lady." c~n be no.differ~nce of opmwn ~nse, when
___
viewed d1spasswnately and With candor.
(d) Acts 20: 28. (e) 1 Peter 5 : 2. (f) Acts 15 : 6. - - [IJ) 1 Peter 5: 1.
(h) Mark 16: IS.

( i)

Acts 9: 17..
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