Series Nos 4 Octe. 9, 1949
"The Millennial Reign"

"Af'ter these things I heard a great. voice of much pepple in
heaven, saying, Alleuiaj Salvation, and glory, and honor, and power,
unto the Dord our God; for true and righteous are his Judgments~ And
again they sang, Alleluia...

"And a voilce came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God all
ye his saints, and ye that fear him, both small and great.

~"And I heard as it were the wvoice of a _great multitude, and as
the voice of many waters, aud as the voice of mighty tnunueangsg say
ing, Alleluia; for the Lord God omnlpotent relgneth "Revelatlon 19 1-

L4

All Enemies of Chrlut Subdued :

Following a great outburst of joy in heaven John saw a rlder go
forth on a white horse. He was called Faithful and True and went for-
ward to wage a righteous warfare, his garment stained with blood. His
name is called The Word of God. He was followed by the armies of
heaven, and they, too, were on white horses and their raiment was
fine linen, clean and white, Still another name was written on the
vesture of the leader, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, The scene
that ensued was the destruction of all the forces of evil that had
inspired and executed the world's wickedness. Revelation 19: 11-21.

, And an angel came down from heaven with a great chain in his
hand and with the key of the bottomless pit. He seized Satan, bound
him with the chain, and shut him up in the pit, to remain there a
thousand years, during which time he could not deceive the nations.
But John saw that, at the end of the thouscnd years, he would be
loosed for a little season.

He saw thet the resurrection of the righteous dead occurred at
the beglnnlng of the thousand years, but the rest of the dead lived
not again- until the thous»nd years were ended. He wrote, "Blessed
and holy are they that have part in the first ressurection; on such
the second death hath mo power, but they shall be priests of God and
of Christ, and shall relgn thh hlm a thousand years." Revelatlon620

fye

He saw’ Satan loosed at the end of the thouscnd years and go out
to deceive the ndtions 'in the remote parts of the ‘earth 'dand incite *'
them to batile against the Beloved City. They were in number as the
sand of the 'sea, and they surrounded tHe c¢ity of the saints'to be- =
szige it, but fire was sent upon them Brom heaven; and they were de-
cstroyed.,

And now Satan himself was flnally banished from the earth to
trouble it nowmore. The time had ‘come . which Daniel had foretold when
ke saidy l”The’k::mgdom ‘and*dominien, tand - the-greatness of the klngdom*
snder the ‘Whole 'Heaven , shall’ beaglven to the péople ‘of". the'éélnbs
of- tho Most - ngh " Dantel 7:27s

Hav1ng put ‘down‘alli His “énemn es, and hav1ng destroyed death dte
sall the blme had oome for Jesus~mo dellver up the klhgdom to God

.....

0

bocome‘t he - klngdoms of ourfhord‘ﬂﬂd hls Ghrlst Revel tlon 11 15
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Enoch, who lived in the first age of the world, saw also the
time when the Son of Man shall come to garth in the last days, to
dwell on it in righteousness for the space of a thousand years. He
saw the great tribulation the wicked shall suffer before that day.

He saw the sea troubled and the hearts of men failing them, looking

forth with fear beczuse of the judgments of God coming upon the earth.

He saw also the day of righteousness and the fullness of joy that

was had by the redeemed of the Lord., Genesis 7: 66-~75,Inspired Vers.
TThechboBtriflesbfuthe Millennium

The millennial reign of Christ and the temporary binding of
Batan have been the occasion of much controversy among scholars. Some
regerd it as "a notion" held over by many Jewish Christiaens from con-
cepticns held previously by the Jews who looked forward to a sort of
Golden Age, at the coming of Messiah. This having failed of fulfill-~
ment, they allowed themselves to hope for a second advent of Christ
to establish an earthly kingdom. One affirms thet the doctrine of the
millennium is but the cocoon of the old Jewish temporal kingdom still
clinging to the spiritual kingdom of Christ. (Waring.)

In the mind of Caznon Gore there is associated with such contro-
versy the question he says is continually being raised afresh, wheth-
er Christianity is a religihén of this world or an other worldly
religion, whether we are to evpect the gradual transfommation of
human nature and humen institutions under the influence of Christian-
ity until the city of God appears on eerth; of whether we may look I
for the destruction of this wicked world and all belonging to it
and the perfecting of our hopes in a qyiite different world called
heaven.

He affirms that for a very long time the latter expectation has
prevailed, Put it is evident his own conclusions are that the king-
dom of God will come to earth; that Christ will return to~earth in
glory and triumph with angels and saints, that the New Jerusalem will
come down from God out of heaven to be his dwelling place upon the
new earth.

He sees in the highly figurative visions of the Apocalypse the
intention to impress us with assurance of the victory of God in the
creation and world we know rather than that we shall be carried away
to complete our experience in another remote world. But of the mill-
ennium he says, "We will not concern ourselves with the question of
the meaning to be attached to the preliminary millennium of the
Apocalypse." The Reconstruction of Belief, pages L52,453. ‘

In the very early times the doctrine of the millennium wes re-
jected by many, and confused ideas concerning it now appear, the
statements of latter day revelation, however, are explicit. The mill-
ennium will come, end it is neer at hand,.

World Sabbaths

The millennium is & world Sabbath. The sabbatic year of the
-ewish cycle of Sabbaths wies a type of it. The law glven at Sinai
specified, "Six years thou sahlt sow thy land, «nd sh.lt gather in
the fruits th@rbof but the seventh yeir thou shalt let it rest..in
mike monner shalt thou do with thy vineyvard, and with thy o¥iveyard.
Exodus 23:10. The seventh yesr was a Sabbath for the land. Leviticus

23:1-4.

Tt was a joyous season for burdened debtors, for every creditor
wes required by the lew of God to forgive those in debt to him, and
“he prosperous man wes required by the same law to open his hond
wide to his poor brethren and to deal liberally with them. If 2
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Hebrew men had been in service ¢nd w:s released under the law of the
sabbatic year, the man he served was required to supply him amply
with necessities from his own flocks, from his threshing floor =nd
winepress. Deuteronomy 15:1-15.

The sabbatic year coincided with the civil year, which began
with Tishri, the seventh month. New yeart's Day wes celebratéd on the
first day, and on the tenth day of that rmonth occurred the great Day
of Atonement. When the sabbatic year had been observed seven times
it was followed by the Year of Jubilee, the culminstion of the Jewish
cycle of Sabbathse.

The lew specified: "Thou shalt mumber seven Sabbaths of:years,
seven times seven years, forty and nine vears; then thou shalt causs
the trumpet coflr the jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh,
month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throug
hout all your land. And ye shnll hallow the fiftieth yvear, and pre-
¢laim liberty throughout #ll the land unto all the inhabitants there-
of ; it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man
unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto His family.

Leviticus 25:&-10.
The word jubilee means the time of shouting. The year was &nnoun-
ced by joyful shouts and the clengor of trumpets. The people might
well shout with joy for the year meant to them the restoration of
homes lost through misfortune, a new start in life for those who
had known adversity, an opportunity for children whose parents had
grown old and had left them to begin life in poverty, freedom and
his own hcme for him who had beeb in service for debt. Leviticus 25:
7 . 13"55-
The Jewish civil year began with its New Year's Day on the first
of Tishri, the seventh month of the czlendar. The Jubilee was announ-
ced on the tenth day of the same month, on the Dey of Atonement.
There was, therefore, a little interlude between the end of the sa-
bbatic year and the beginning of the Jubilee. The joyful sabbatic
year, the brief interim of a few days, and the great jubilee of eman-
cipation and restoration are strikingly typical of the millennium,
the little season of Satan's freedom, and the entrance of the earth
upon the great time of joy when the perfect kingdom of God finally
comes to it as the ultimate condition of glory and peace.
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Series No. 4 October 16, 1949
Holy People
"We should be a kind of first fruits of his creature MJames 1:18
First Fruits

On the night when the Israelites left Egypt on the nemorable trek
to Canaan thellast of the series of plagues was sent upon the Egyptlan.
In each household the eldest son was taken in death. But in the fam-
ilies of the Israelites, who had sprinkled on their doorposts the
blood of the passover lamb, there were no deaths. The destroying angel
had passed over them.

Because he had spared them, the Lord claimed all the first born
sons of Israel as his in an esvpecial sense, But at Sinai the men of
the tribe of Levi were substituted for all the firstborn sons to do
the service of the tabernacle erected at that time and afterwards in
the temple in Jerusalem. Because they substitusdéd for 211 the tribes,
all Israel wes called upon to support them in MECQSodTY temporal
things.

Israel was called to be a holy people, dbvoted fully to the ser-
vice of God. Exodus 22:31. They were to sustain the Levites who sub-
stituted *Por the firstborn sons in the temple. O0f 211l such as weee
accppted for animal sacrifices in the temple they were to present
their firstlings. Of the fields, vineyards, and orchards they were to
give the firstfruits. Israel was to recognize that the earth is the
Lord's and the fulness thereof.

Their firstfruits of men, of beusts, and of the soil were conse-
crated to his scrvice, the nien to do the service of the temple, the
animals to furnish the sacrifices, and the fruits and the grains, wine
and oil to support the priests and to have part in certain ceremonies,

The scattered Jewish saints to whom James addressed his letter
would understand him wien he referred to the Lord as the giver of .
every good and perfect gift and said they should be a kind of flrst
fruits of his creutures, meaning that they should be a consecrated
people, set apart to do his service.

Perfect Men

The priests who did the service of the Lord in the tempL were
required to be perfect physicallys o man with a blemish mlgnt serve.
(Leviticus 21: 16223). The sacrifices offered were required also to be
pofECb physically., No creature with a blemish was acceptable. (Levit-
icus 22: 19-22.) The wine and oil, and the fruitage of the soill were
also to be of the best to be ﬁCCLthble as offerings to the Lord.

Numbers 18:12.
The Implanted Word

Having laid down the premise that saints must be a consecrated
people, striving after holiness of life, James proceeded to write
somtewhat in deteil of things that should be done ond of others that
snould not be done by those who desire to be admitted to tle perfect
kingdom. His instruction is that we should be teachable; that we
ghould be ready to listen, but slow to speak, probzbly meaning that
our speech should be considerate and not impulsive; that we should
e slow to anger; that we should lay aside all filtliiness and excess
~x wickedness. He holdsiup an ideal of docility, purity, cnd peaceable
nesgs, to be cultivated by saints as workers of rwyhteoxsness. 1L:19-21,
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i-om hesven. I came forth from the Father, and again I leave the
world and go to the Father.m

The Jews who doubted him saw only the outer man, Jesus of Nazar-
eth. He was not to them, as he was to Peter, the Son of the living
God, because it had not been revealed to them as it was to Peter by
the spirit of God, and men do not discern spiritual truth by their
intellectual ability. 1 Corinthians 12:3. Unspiritual men still are
asking if Jesus was divine, if he reallyrg lived in Palestine as
Christianity claims, or if he was a myth. Other men are laboring tc
prove him historical and what the New Testament represents him to be.
They may find intellectual reasons for accepting him, but they can -
know him to be the Christ only by the revelation ©f the great truth’
through the Hohty Spirit.

It is the way ordained of God and there is nc other. Men cannot
reach into the spiritual world and know its truth unaided human in-
telligence. God must reach down in his mercy and reveal his truth, and
he does do so where hearts are open to receive it.

The letter of James was directed to believers in Christ, concern-
ing whom Jesus had promised that they should not walk in darkness but
should have the light of life(John 8:12) to whom he had promised to
send the Comforter to guide them into all truth. Jchn 16:13. Knowing
these promises, James enccuraged the saints to appeal to God for -
spiritual direction, assuring them of his willingness to help them.
He wrote, "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth
to all men Jiberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him."
James 1: 5.

With the restoration of the gospel this promise is renewed and
we are assured that God is willing to make known his truth - to all
filesh and inasmuch as we seek wisdom we may be instructed. But God
is too wise to bestow his great gift where it would not be appreciated.
He asks, "What dotfl it profit a men if a gift be bestowed upon him,

- and he receive not the gift.”" We know what follows where a gift is
not prigzed. It is lost, given away, thrown away, or kept in forgotten
neglect. It is of no profit to the recipient. The Lord answere his
own gquestion, "Behold, he rejoices not in that which was given himn,
neither rejoices he in the giver of the gift."Doctrine and Govgnants
587

The Lord therefore, exercises due care over the bestowal of his
precious gift, the Holy Spirit. He says he sends it upon those who
are just and true, and that it is recelved through praver. Doctrine
and Covenants 76:5; 63:16, It is given to those who desire it suffic-
femtly to pray earnestly for it and who strive to live worthy of its
pure presence with them.

The Need of the Spirit

It is abpsolutely necessary that we shall be taught by the Holy
Spirit, 1f we could develop in the inner man. It is the Teacher,
appointed of God, to do that all-important work. But, though it is
promised to those who follow Christ and is abailable to them on the
terms named in the gospel plan, there are maypy believers in Christ
who apparently are not under its direct tuition. At Ephesus Paul met
cortain people who professed discipleship, but when he asked, "Have
7e veceived the Holy Ghost since ye believed? they answered that they
h2¢ non even heard of it. He must have discovered some irregularity
2 their baptism, for he baptized them again in the name of the Lord
¢eges and laid his hands on them for the reception of the Holy Spirit
ana it was given them. Acts 19:1-6.
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But there are those whose baptism is regular and in compliauce
with the required rites of the gospel, who might be asked,"Have Tou
received the gift of the Holy Spirite" and whose answer nust be,"We
have not even heard of it." This is evident because the fruits of tiae
Spirit are not seen in their lives, and Jesus says, "By their fruits
ve shall know them." The membership of the church need to be taught
with all gentleness and earnestness that baptism in water is only
the initiation of the outward men into the church ind that baptism of
the Spirit wust follow ov tle cubtward crdinance is of little avail.
It is the baptism of the inner man, the spirit witain us, that makes
us truly of the church of Christ. And the developmernt of the inner
men must continue under the tuiticn of the Spirit of truth or we fail
To grow to the reouilred spiritual stature,

When the time was approaching for the introduction of the marvel-
ous work of the Lord in the latter days the advicce of James to seek
God for wisdom was strongly impressed on the mind of a boy who had
just passed his fourteentn birthday. Acting upon it, he went to the
privacy of the woods for prayer and received the first of a series
of revealments that resulted in the restoration of the gospel and the
organization of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. In-
cidental to this great accomplishment was the bringing to light of
the ancient recrod of the Nephite people, xnown now as The Book of
Mormon.

Upon sealing up the record which has come to us as part of the
work of restoration, Moroni says this: "When ye shall receive these
things I would exhort you that ye would ask God, the eternal Father,
in the name of Christ, if these things are not true, and if ve shall
ask with a sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ,
he will manifest the truth of it unto you; by the power of the Holy
Ghost . Book of Moroni 10:4,5.

This invitation of Moroni is in harmony with the adivice of James
"If any of younlack wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all men
liberally and upbraadeth not; and it shall be given him." No one need
doubt the latter day work, if he is willing to ask God in sincerity
of heart concerning it. It is of God, and he will give the neceded
testimony to his truth.
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Series No. 4 October 23, 1949
Text: Our Speech

Realizing the common error of uncontrolled speech, James wrote
at length on the necessity of bridling the tongue. He admitted the
difficulty of the task and yet declared it to be one that must be
accomplished, if our religion is to be more than a vain thing. 1726,
He singles out the use of the tongue as one of the most common ways
in which we betray lack of self-control, though our speech is not the
only thing in which we need to exercise that control. He advises us
to be swift to hear, slow to specak, and slow to wrath. (1:19). Evi-
dently he saw reason for calling attention to the human failing of
uncontrolled speech. for he devotes the larger part of chapter 3
of his letter to this topice.

The teaching of Jesus, of inspired men of olden times, and of
modern revelation also stress the necessity of carefulness in our
speech and teach that it should be simple, sincere, candid and
couttecus. Jesus taught that words are the natural outlet of the
emotions of the heant, and that a man whose heart ks full of good-
ness will speak go&ﬁﬁthings as a consequence. We go to the source,
then, if we guard our hearts and keep them full of the right feel-
ings toward God and man. Qur words and deeds will be expressive of
kindness and purity if such are the feelings that fill our hearts.
James 3:11-15. The opposite also is true.

The Lord encourages us to be cheefful, but cheerfulness should
no® be carried to the extreme of talking foolishly or of uttering
anything that would wound the feelings of others. The spirit of
kindness forbids that we should utter a biting jest or raise laughter
at the expense of others. It forbids that we should "smile™ at the
jest which plants a thorn in another's breast.”

He who indulges in wanton jesting to any considerable extent is
himself injured by it. The following is worthy of thought; "He who
never relaxes into sportivesness is a wearisome companion; but
beware of him who jests at everything."™ (Southey.) The author comm-
ents that the inveterate jester brings a withering influence upon
his own moral being. Sir Francis Bacon, writing on the subject of
jesting, enumerates several things which should always be held
immune from jesting: religion, matters of state, great persons,
business of importance, and causes that deserve pity.

Enumerating to his young friend, Timothy, various evils that
will be prevalent in the last days, Paul named boastfulness. One
of the proverbs contains a word of most excellent advice: "Let
another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a stranger, and
not thine own lips." (27:2)

Paul admonished Titus, his young associate in the ministry, to
teach the saints to speak evil of no man.{3:2). And the law given
to us expressly says, "Thou shalt not speak evil of thy neighbor,
ror do him any harm." Doctrine and Bovenants 42:7. Many a person who s
would not strike another with the fist or wound him with a weapon
does him a more deadly wrong by speaking against him, by maligning
him with tales that injure him.

"The words of a talebearer are as wounds." Proverbs 18:8. Such
words would be fewer among us, if we could keep our hearts full of
goodwill toward others, if we could cherish the patience which helps
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us to bear much provocation and still be kind, and if we could re-
member that our words and deeds shall meet us in the great day of
judgment. It is Jesus who warrns ug that by our words we shall be
Justified or shall be cordcmned. :

The church of +the tresent age has receilved from the Lord the
direct command that its zlders shall lay aside lightusss of speech
and of manner when standing to declarc the werd. and to study to
approve their ministraticns tc the pecple by cendor of speech and
courtesy of demeancr. Dcctrine and Covenants 119:2. What is szid to
the elders on this matter ig apnlicahle to all, for the general rules
of conduct are the same for agll.

"As a madman, who casteth firebrands, arrows, and death, so is
the man that deceiveth his neighbor, arnd saith, Am I not in sport?®
(Proverbs 26: 18. 13) Creater harm is done by those who shoot out
words like firebrands cr poisoned arrcws among men, for the conflag-
ration caused by a firebrand consumes material wealth and destroys
the works of toil, but the injury wrought by false, mischievous words
is done in the sculs of men. ,

How much better it is to be a sincere, candaid voice that speaks
the things that build up those who hear and win them to love of the
truth than to be the suurce of an inflvence that drives men apart and

fosters distrus*t and divisicn among the people. Where there is no
whisperer contention ceases, as a fire goes oubt where there is no
wood to burn., Proverbs 25:20. Tach of us can help to quench the fire
kindled of evil speaking. by refraining from passing it on, by re-
fusing to be a whisperer of the mischiefous word.

To the Ephesian eaints Paul wrote of the new life they should
enter upon, having accepted the truth as it is in Jesus. He said:
"Wherefore, putting away lying, speak every man the truth w1th.hls
neighbor, for we are members ons of another.® (4:25) To the saints of
Colosse he wrote, reminding them that they had put off the old man
with his deeds and had put on the new man, "which is after the image
of him that created him. Colossians 3: 9, 10. They were, therefore,
to lie no more one to another, but their speech was to be always
with grace. This reminds us thet gracious words issved from the iips
of Jesus when he taugh® the beauties of his gospel to the pecple of
Nazareth. Luke L:22,

Onr speech will be with grace, if we oscupy our thoughts and our
convérsation with the gospel message that has come to us anew and
should have the leading place in our lives. Ou% of the abundance of
our hearts our mouths will speak. :

'1
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Series No. 4 October 30, 1949
Seekers of Wisdom

Text: There is a spirit in men; @nd the inspiration of the Almighty
giveth them understanding. Job 32:8.

Because many fail to realize that we are spiritual beings as well
as physical, it becomes necessary to repeat the trite saying that mar
is dwal in his nature. The present world is our enviromment and presses
upon us, claiming our attention through our needs and our pleasures.
We are allied to it in our elemental nature, Qur bodies are of the
common earth. From it we are fed, warmed, and clothed. Under normah
conditions it satisfies our needs, affords us comforts and satisfac—
tions, and we enjoy it and cling to life.

But through the gospel we learn of another and algher state of
existence, more desirable then this, We learn also that in each of us
lives a spirit, capable of being developed to live in that better
world. The only means by which we can know of that spiritual,and how
to be prepared for life in it is through the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Men can master the secrets of this world by his own intellectual
powex. He even can reach out farther into the vast universe of the
cosmic creation and study the heavenly bodies, but he cannot go be-
yond the bounds of the things that are natural and belong to the
physical universe. The mysteries of the ppiritual life and the spiri-
tual world can be penetrated only by spiritual power. "For what man
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him~®
even so the things of God knoweth no man, except he hath the spirit
of God." L Corinthians 2:11.

The specific work of the gospel is to bring us into communicati-
on with God, that we may learn spiritual truth through the means appoi=-
nted by him, the Holy Spirit of truth, which comes to us through
Jesus Christ. Only through this teacher of spiritual truth can we
understand the thoughts of God, become "the thinker of his thoughtsPes
and understand the principles of his government in the spiritual
world. Only by being born of the Spirit of Christ and being nurtured
in his truth can we grow into the divine image and attain full spiri-
tual stature in the inner man. _

Teaching in the temple courts Jesus incurred the anger of the
Jews when ne said he was older then Abraham and had lived before
Abraham was born. Jbhn 8:56-59. They took up stones to kill him, for
they looked upon his physical person and saw a youhg men a little
more than thirty years old. But Jesus had reference to the "inner man
the spirit within him that was the Son of God and had lived with him
in glory before the physical world was created or men had existence
upon it. For the spirit, the inner man is the real entity. It survives
death and lives on in the eternal world. The enraged opponents of
Jesus might hurl stones at his mortal body, but they could not reach
the spirit that dwells serenely within,

He stressed the fact of his acquaintance with the spiritual
world, of his sonship, and his spirituel mission to the world. Of God,
he said, "l know him; I am of him." He spoke of things he had seen
with the F Father, of the truth he had heard from him, and of the glory
he had known with him. He said, "I am not of this world. I camé down

www.LatterDayTruth.org



BN

non

The guide in thispath of holiness i1s the ®engrafted word," the
implanted word, referred to #&ls® as the word of truth. Verse 18.
James realized the necessity of this word of truth being implanted
in the hearts of men znd not Leard with the outward ear only. He
taught that men delude themselves who think salvation comecs by the
mere hearing afd knowing of the word. If we are saved, it must bg:.by
doing the works the implanted wHrd enjoins upon us.

. Looking into the Mirror

James compared one who hears the word of God and does not act
upon its teachings tg a man who looks into a mirror, sees himself,
but goes away and straightwasy forgets what his appearance wus. The
figure used admits of the thought that the man looking into the mirror
sces need of improvinglhis appearance but he goes his way, soon for-
getting his unpresentable condition. He remains in his uncouthness,
perhaps unwashen and unkempt, not fit for the society of those who
have proper regard for their appearance., He is like the man in the
parable who was cast out from the wedding feast because he was not
properly arrayed. The moral is that we shall not be tolerated in the
perfect kingdom, if we slothfully neglect to make ourselves present-
able spiritually.

James compared the mirror to the perfect law of liberty, the
gospel law, affirming that!.he who looks into this mirror not forgett-
ing what it reveals but acting upon it, shall be blessed in his deeds.
This mirror, the perfect law of libepty , may be said to reflect the
divine image as well as our own imperfect image. It reveals to us
what we are and what we should be, what we must be if we hope to
share with Christ in his Father's kingdom. He is the one "altogether
lovely," and we must grow into his likeness by cultivating the virtue
that make him what he is. The mirror, the perfect law of liberty re-
veals him to us.

Pure end Undefiled Religion

James tells us also what pure and undefiled regigion is in the
sight of God. He says it is to visit the widow and the fatherless in
their affliction, and to keep ourselves unspotted from the world.
Much was said in the Mosaic law; with which James was so familiar,
concerning liberality toward the widow and the fatherless. Those who
were prosperous were not to reap the corners of their fields, they
were not to return to the fields for forgotten sheaves, they were not
to go over their vineyards or to shake thoeir olive trees g .second

“time; but the gleanings of fields, vineyards, and orchards were to be

left for the poor, the widows and the fatherless. And other provisions
were made, which called for the sharing of the increase of the har-
vests with thepoor and needy. Deuteronomy 14:29; 16:11; 24: 17-22.

‘ If we have pure and undefiled religion in our hearts we shall
be actuated by the spirit of love to seek helpless and needy children
of God to help them in their affliction. The Lord says directly to
the church of modern times: "Remember in all things the poor and the
needy, the sick and afflicted, for he that doeth not these things,
the same is not my disciple." Doctiine and Covenants 52:9., If we have
it not in our hearts to do such works of helpfulness, we have not
really pure and undefiled religion.

The Test of Love :

In 2 Corinthians 8:2-5 we read of certain saints of Macedonia,
wno were very liberal in their contributions to the missionaries of
the church. They were themselves in deep poverty, yet they gave volun-
tarily even beyond what they were able to spare. Paul explains it by
saying they first gave themselwves to0 the Lord. This was the secret
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of their -tiberality toward the missionaries of the church. They were
consecrated people.

Liberality toward the poor is made a test of our love for God
in Doctrine and Covenants 4L2:8, where the Lord says if we love him
we will keep his commandments, and we will remember the poor and
consecrate of our properties for their support. This is the spirit
of that pure and undefiled religion of which James wrote, that will
prompt us to search out the needy in their afflictions to comfort and
help them. If we are a consecrated people, a kind of firstfruits de-
voted to God, we must have in our souls this love of humanity.

' Study of the Lesson

The theme of the lesson; | .

One theme runs throughout the lesson. It is consecration to God.
If we are consecrated to him, we will lay aside all filthiness and
- wickedness and will keep ourselves pure from the viees of the world.

We will bridle our tongues, be slow to speak, and slow to wrath, We
will be holy people to the Lord. Not only will we refrain from evil
works,; but we will active in good works. We will be teachable in
spirit. We will receive the gospel, the engrafted wor@, the word of
truth. We will keep its commandments, We will contribute of our means
for the help of unfortunate ones who are in need.
The Bospel Mirror ;

When we look into the gospel mirror we sce the Father and his Son
both fully consecrated to the work of our salvation . God gave for
us thherbest he had, his beloved Son, and Jesus didd for us and be-
came the firstfruits of the resurrection, in which we all shall have
a part. They are as fully consecrated to the work ef salvation as we
are required to be. They have given freely of their best gifts, as
we are required to give of our best.
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Series No. 4 Nov., 6, 1949
Text: Acts., 3:22~-25 _

For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord
your God raise up anto you of your brethren, like unto me, him shall
ve hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you, and it shall
come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear the prophet, shall
be destroyed from among the people. Yea, and all the prophets from
Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have
likewise foretold of these days. Ye are the children of the prophets,
and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto
Abraham, and in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be
blessed.

N this momning's scripture lesson, Peter is preaching to the
crowd which assembled in the temple after the miraculous healing of
the lame beggar. One of the noteworthy things about it is the way
in which Peter appeals to these Jewish listeners on the basis if the
prophecies with which they were familiar in the writings of the
prophets, and likewise to their national expectation of a Messiah and
prophet who should come &s a great king to liberate, cleanse, and
instruct Israel, and to re-establish the glories of ‘the throne of
David.

This sense of the fulfillment of prophecy in the life and death
and resurrection of Jesus is no new thing in the writings of the o
New Testament, nor is it at all an unusual thing. The gospel of
Matthew, wrlttan especially to appeal to the Jews contaids about
forty proff passages in which Matthew relates an incident in the life
of Christ, and then cites the 0ld Testament prophecy which is thereby
fulfilled. Some of these forty are of doubtful value perhaps, but
enough genuine and inescapable fulfillments of 0ld Testament prophecy
remain to make out an imposing case for Matthew's thesis that in
Jesus of Nazareth is to be found the fulfillment and realization of
the Messianic predictions of the 0ld Testament prophets. To examine
thoroughly and analyze critically all of those prophecies, and corre-
late them with the New Testament passages which purport to show
their fulfillment would take far more time than we have this morning,
but it is our purpose to examine briefly some of the more outstanding
and striking ones.

Flrst, is the promise given to Eve not long after the fall, and
.-found in Genesis 3:15, thet her seced should bruise the serpent's
‘head. The serpent, or Satan, had by his trickery and temptation
brought death into the world, but there was to come one of the seced
of Eve who should conquer death. Further promises were given conern-
ing the famlly or genealogy of this promise Messiah and deliverer.
Th@ promise was made to Abraham that "in thee shall all the families
of the earth be blessed. (Gen,12:3); Gen.18:18; Gen., 22:18. The
promise was to be fulfilled through the line of Isaac, son of
Abreham's lawful wife, and not through the son of the bondwoman.
(Gen.17:19; 21:12; 26:4. The promise is made still more definite
when it is 1ndlcated that the promised Messiah shall come through the
line of Israel, or Jacob. Gen. 28:4~14. "There shall come a star out
of Jacob. and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel." Bumber 24:17. He
w2o Lo be of David's line, ‘and as ruler over David's kingdom, he was
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to rule forever. (2 Sem. 7:12-15; 1 Chr. 17:11-14; Pss 89:4,30; Ps.
132:10917; Isae. ll:l,lo; Jer. 23:5, etc.

From the prophecies of Isaiah, Zecheriah, and from David's
Psalms, there are other indications as to the character and mission
of Jesus, the Christ or Messiah. He is to overcome all opposition;
to laugh in derision at the kings of earth that think to evercome
him; to dash them to pieces, to break their bonds asunder. He is th
have the heathen for an inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for his possession. (Ps.2) He is to die, and to be entombed;
"but thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer
thy Holy One to see corruption." He is to be a priest forever, after
the order of Melchisidec, and is to sit a2t the right hand of God.
(Ps. 110) He is to ascend up on high, and lead captivity captive.
(Ps.68:18) "With rightecusnass he shall judge the poor, and reprove
with equity for the meek of the carth," and his final reign shall
- bring in the day when the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and they
shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain.

He is to bear the iniquities of his people; a man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief. He is to feed his flock like a shepherd.
He is to have dominion, and glory. and a kingdom, and all people,
nations, and languages are to serve him. He is charged with the
mission of purifying, reforming. and restoring the Jewish nation.
Every valley shall be exalted, &nd every hill made low; the crooked
straight, and the rough places palin. He shall purify the sons of
Levi; he shall sit as & refiner and purifier of silver. Who may abide
the day of his coming, and who shall stand when he appeareth?

The heathen nations which were contemporary with ancient Israel
all had their traditional expectations of a golden age which was yet
to be. Those who seek to minimize the prophecies concerning the
coming of the Messiah point out that the king who was to subdue all
other nations, and establish the chosen pecple in a position of pre-
eminence and power. Undoubtedly that sort of concept was in thinking
of many of the people in Jesus' day. He was forced constantly to re-
mind them that his kingdom was not of this warld. But there is one
point that should not be overloocked., The Messiah promised by 0ld
Testament prophets was to be a 3avior not only to the Jews, but to
the Gentiles. All nations were to flow unto his kingdom. These
prophecies promise a prophet who should wet the people free from
ein, teach them the ways of God, and usher in the reign - of peace.
iri3 wes not-the teaching of the narrow. national Judaism of Jesus
cey: ard,that is_the reason they refused to accept him as prophet or
Messiah, But to those who study faith, there is ample evidence of
revelation in the prophetic promises of the 0ld Testament concerh-
ing the coming of the Messiah.
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Series No. 4 November 13. 1949
Text ~Jesus-~0ur qdyccauc w1t1 The Father

Geripfure: 1 John 2:1-2--My little children, these things write
I unto you, that ye sin not. ind if any man sin, we have advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitia-
tion for cur sins; and not for ours only, but also for the sins of
the whele world.

One of the recognized rights of American citizenship is the right
to be represented by sounsel when defending oneself against a charge
in a court of law, or even before an ecclesiastical tribunal or any
kind of body investigating a charge of misconduct in any scrt of
crganization or association. When pecple are in trouble, accused of
wrongdoing, and confronted oftimes b7 power and prestige and numeri-
cal strenghh far superior to their{as is the case when the state is
prosecuting an allcged offende”)51wpla justice and fair play demand
that the accused shall have the bencfit of somecne who can at least
try to make a complete =2nd fair presentation of his defense--his int-
erpretation of the evidence--and perhaps the extenuation circumstances
which may serve to temper justice with mercy.

Most people are wore or less confused and terrified by a court
of law. They know nothing of the tricks and technicalities of the
law. Without someocne to muster all the evidence, arrange it in logi-
cal order, and present it favorably, the presentation of the case to
judge and jury would be partisl, lop-sided, biased. With out somecne
tc know and take advantage of all the technical rights guaranteed
by law--scmeone familiar with legal procedure to guide the defense
in the trial, the accused would stand small opportunity of presenting
a conv1nc1ng case, or of having a fair trial. So important is this
right ‘to be represented by ‘sounsel thet if an accused in a criminal
case “has no -lawyer, the court may appoint one to assist in mustering
the case for the: uefense, and in steerlng the wgy through the maze of
lcgal ‘kAricKs and technicalitiesy L :

- In old ‘fashioned parlance, lawyers werei lcd "advocates be»
cause ‘they advocated and plé¢aded the causecf ‘another before: the
court. Frequently, tco, they werecalled "counsellor" because in md*
vocating the ‘cause of a client; thvy cf course had to counsel with
him and advise him. Both terms are dpplied to Jesus. John calls him:
éur tadvocate with the: Fetner cand Isalah calls him Counsellor.: 77

Why ido ‘we need ‘anad vocate with the Father: God'is our Crcator,
he knowauh our frame; he remembereth that we are dust. In him we live
and move -and have ‘our belng@ forthe is- not- farifrom: any .on¢ ‘ofus.t
Why . then, .do'we need anyone to ‘plead our’ ‘cause in'his presence? Why -
uo we need‘a middle man?: Why does God necd anyene to help-him’ uncer-

tand ‘and "deal mercifully iwithrthe men he has created® The answer: ‘is

th4+ God of ‘course has no ‘such need. But MEN:do have a need: of an-
advecate with the: Father,«ForuGQd.caant~look~upon.51uuw1th the “least
dapres of- dll@wance Sinful men - not ¢nly hesitate and fear to'ccome in-
«5 his presence, ‘but. -would find théemselves consumed if they attempted
it. CGodiis: qufec-~‘he is pighteous; he is Just 1mpart1al merciful,
2l wise . 'a)l knowing. God needs no advoeate ‘forihis own. sake--to

teil. kimwhat to do. Butrhe'deocs need anvadvocate with us--torshow us
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and o tell vs et *o i3, and to express iu human flesh Tac na.sue
and purposes of Deity. Jesus was God's adyocate ¥R Us, gl@ad}ng ylth
ys on behalf of his Father, asking that we conduey oyr lgves as if
we were sons and daughters of a divine Father.: B

But our ppincipal purpose thishmorningdis %p cogﬁlderdJesui as
UR advocate with the Father. Mem haye need of suych an advegate,
gust ié an‘accuggd‘igg ?egig doﬁfESedYénd even tezgif;gq when' con=-
fronted with a court of law, so we are apt to feel confused and
terrified when confronted with the perfection, the majespy, the
power, the wonder of God. We need to know that we are being repres-
ented, and that our cause is being pleaded by someone who has our
interests at heart, who knows the laws and technicalites involved,
who feels at home in such an environment, and who by reason of his
experience as a human being cculd have a sympathetic understanding
of the limitations, trials, and temptations of human flesh. Men,
brought alone and unaided before God for gudgment, or even to ask
him for his help or favor, might find it in his heart to plead, "
"What do you know about it? Yourare to far above me to know how I
feel, or how I think or what I need, or how strong the tempatations
and trials of life are. You are too perfect, too pure. What do you
know of the temptations, the trials, the sorrows and frustraticns,
the lusts, the urges, that Jdrive me to sin? How do you know you
wouldn't have dorie the same, if you had been a creature like me,
instead of the perfect being you are? ‘

The answer to these thoughts, of course, is Jesus. He took
upon him human flesh; the Eternal Father, the Word, which was before
the world begun, and by whose power the world and men were created,
took upon him the form of man. He became flesh, and dwelt among us,
full of grace and truth. In him was revealed the fullness of the
Godhead bodily, He was tempted in all points like as we, yet was
without sin, He has experienced every human pain, every human sorrow,
every human hunger, every temptation, every worldly ambition, every
frustration and disappointment. He mad himself equal to us, so that
no man could ever say that no one in the coutts of heaven had any
idea of what it was like to be a man. and this divine personage, who
knows all there is to know about humanity--because he was one of us-
is our advocate with the Father, pleading before him our need, our
right to mercy.

He can thus plead with the Father, not only because he was man,
“but because as man he remained without sin--and therefore can be at
home in the presence of the Father. He can muster all the arguments
in our favor, marshall all the extenuating circumstances, and plead
our case in mercy as well as in justice. But more important than that
he can plead cur case because he has already paid the penalty for our
sins, and established the demands of justices Because of that atone-
ment~-Beecause he was willing to die in our place that all men might
+ive through him, he has forever won the right to plead the cause of
men before his Father's throne,

Human priests who offer to God sacrifices for the sins of the
cecple, amd of themselves as well, function only for a time; then die
<1 d go the way of all flesh. But Jesus lives, and ever shall live.
de has overcome death, and until the end of time he will be in the
orecence of the Father to act as our advocate, our Counsellor, our
+riend. Since he has paid in fuall the penalty for mistakes, since he
war a'ways be touched by the feeling of our infirmities because he
was temptad in all points as are we, and since he is acceptable and
wbloved of his Father, let us come boldly to the throne of grace to
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present our cause, xnowing that we may obtain merey, angd fipd grace
to help in every time of need, B RS
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Jerics Ne. b Dece ber 4, 1949
Jesus The Way

Call to Worship: Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way that
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
Beripture: John 14:1-6

Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe in God, believe also
in me. In my Father's house are many mansiong; if it were not so, 1
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you, And if I go

and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself, that where I am there ye may be also. And whither I go ye .,
know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not
whither thou goest; and how can we know the way® Jesus saith unto
him, I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.

The word Way is another one whlch has so changed in meaning
since the days when the best scholars of England gave us the Klng
James version of the Bible, that we are apt to read wrong meanings
into some of the passages which employ this word. Smith's Bible
dictionary says that the translators have employed the English word
"way" to be equivalent of no leas than eighteen Hebrew words, each
with some slight variation in meaning. Today, the word '"way" is very
often employed to mean custom, or manner. We speaP of certain "waysW
of d01ng tnlngs, or we say that a certain person is set in his ways,
or has winning ways. The use of "way'" to mean road or highway or
track has become almmst secondary, though in the days of King James

it was the primary meaning of the word. Smith points out again that
where the Bible speaks of the way of life, or the way of truth, or
of peace, justice, righteousness, salvation, etc., the meaning would :
be mush clearer and mush more in harmony now with the original if. ;
"road to " were substituted for "way of", making the ‘phrase read, the
road to truth, or life, or peace, etc. . .
In the book of Acts, "way" is used as a sort of technical term

to describe the new religion of Christianity which Paul first per- -
secuted and then defended and supported. There are at least sixk ref-
erences in the book of Acts which tise the way "way' thus. There is
undoubtedly some significance in the choice of that word by the
Bible writers and translators. They might have called the gospel of
Jesus a gospel, or a fiath, or a religion, or a system of thought,
or a philosophy; but instead, they. chose to call it "the way". Notice
too, that the word is usually used with a definite article rather
than the indefinite; it is THE way, and not A way.

A'way'™, in the Blbllcal sense, then, is a road or track, rather
than & manner of doing something. The Christians of the early church
did not simply have a more polite or more pleasant manner of going
about their daily life; they had a road or track to follow which
they felt was getting them sonmewhere. Much of the frustration and
disillusionment and dissatisfaction of life stem from the fact
that so many people are following a WAY which never seems to get
them anwwhere, and which seems to be constantly changing its goal
and its direction. And do the man or woman who sets out to follow
THE WAY of life, if he regards that way as a road or track to take
him from where he is to where he wants to be, will eventually arrive
at his goal or destination.
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Man in his fallen state was alienated from God -- a stranger to
him -~ unable to abide in his presence. He was lost and wandering
in sin -- a trackless waste of sin, in whicl: there was no "way" to
lead him back to God -~ not until Jesus came. But Jesus was that
way =-- the road, the path, the track which if followed would lead
men back to God. Paul symbolizes this idea for us by pointing out
that in the ancient Hebrew Temple and tabernacle, there was a holy
of holies ~- a place where no one save the high priest was ever allow-
ed to go-- and he only once a year with special sacrifice and prepara-
tion. As Paul puts 1t, "the way into the holiest of all was not yet
made manifest. "(Hebrews 9:8) But when Jesus came to offer a final
sacrifice for our sins, he went into the holy of holies. Thereby he
became the "way'" by which men may also return to the presence of God,
He is also the "way" by which men may find a new fellowship with each
other, since he broke down the middle wall of partition, not only
between us and God, but between Jew and Gentile, and made all one in
Christ.

According to the definition of Tway" which we have offered, a
"way" is something to be used in walking of travelling. Roads of
tracks are designed for travel; and if they are not used for their
intended purpose, they soon disintegrate, become overgrown with
brush and weeds, and lose their bhdentity. The "way" to N.Y., or St.
Louis, or San Francisco does not do me any good -- doss not enable
me to change my position in the least -- unless I set out upon that
way, and walk or ride it to the destination. I could live all my
l1ife beside a madn highway leading to N.Y. but unless I set out along
that highway, I could live and die, and never see N.Y. So, Jesus is
a "way" of life. Hi is not something to be lived beside, but ignored.
We cannot afford to regard him as something quite good for other
people, but quite useless to us -- not if we ever hope to overcome
the bands of sin and death, and arrive back in the presence of our
heavenly Father. No man cometh to the Father but by me. I am the
way -~ not just one of several of many ways, but the waj. God's ways
center in Christ; and he is THE WAY, the only way, by which men may
find their way through the dark v:1lley of the shadow of death, and
through the maze of sin, to God.

If you were to start at this moment for N.Y., perhaps you would
have a choice of several routes or highways. But in one sense of the
word, you would have only one way. If you are sitting in your kitchen
or yreakfast room at this moment, you have no choice of places from
which to start; you must start from the place where you are. For you,
the "way" to N.Y. begins right under your feet in .the place where you
are now. If you leave that spot deliberately travelling an a direct-
lonwhich will take you farther and farther away from N.Y., you are
not travelling in THEWAY. Whichever route you take - by air, water,
rail . or motor car, wou must start from where you are - from your room
your house, your block, your street. The way begins at your feet.

Jesus~-the way of life-begins also where you are. If you think
yeu are goint to detour all your life <nd then on your deathbed
sucdenly veer back to THE WAY, you are fodling yourselfs By the time
vou find the way, tf will be ®ho late to walk the way, and ways are
made oo be walked in, not admired from a distance, or simply tolerated
If you ever intend to find the way back to Cod, itrmust be through
Jesus Christ, who is THE WAY. No man cometh to the Father but by me.
He is the way to Ged, to life,to peace,; to purpose, to reality.
Walking this way will relieve your spirit of that sense of futility,
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that discouragement, that feeling that you lack purpose and life
lacks meaning.

The "way" of life, once found, must be walked to the end, if one
is to reach his gecal and destination. The road to N.,Y¥. will not take
me there ulmless I follow it to the end. Jesus, the way to God, will
not take me there unless I follow him to the end, staying W1th1n
- the narrow confanes of his gospel, and walking humbly and faithfully
to the end. Wide is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to
destruction, and many there-be that go in thereat; But strait is the
gate, and-narrow is the way, which leadeth unto llfe, and few there
be that find it,
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Series Noe. 4 December 11, 1949
JESUS=xTHE LIFE

Scripture:ldohn l:2--"For the life was manifested, and we have seen
it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was
with the Father, and was manifested unto us."

_ Jesus scveral times during the course of his ministry referred to
himself as "the life." "I am the way, the truth, and the life," he
said on one occasion; and to Mary and Martha as they stood beside the

tomb of Lazarus he said, "I am the resurrection and the life." What
is the meaning of this rather ambiguous but highly significant state-
ment? In what way may we think of Jesus .4s THE LIFE?

The Christian philosophy, which by the way is amply borne out in
the observation and experience of men, is that man is dual in nature--
physical and spiritual. Because of this duality, in some respects he .
is like God, and in some respects he is carnal, sensual, and devilish.
Because man in the beginning yielded himself to sin, death entered

the bloodstream of the human race, and men's spirits, as well as
their physical bodies, became subject to Satan, whose purpose it was
and ever shall be to bring the souls of men into captivity and death.
In this fallen state, there was no hope for man--no possibility that
he could ever find his way back to God again unless God should make
the first move, and provide the means for such a return and atonement.
The plan of God, which was formulated from the foundation of the
world, was to send his only begotten Son into the world, that God
dwelling in human flesh might live subject to all the temptations of
the flesh, yet without sin; and because of this sinlessness not be
subject to the powers of death. Jesus died, as other men die; but
death could not hold him. He opened the gates of the prison house in
which men had dwelt hopelessly, and through his own resurrection and
stonement, gave redemption for every men who will believe on his
name, All men thus may find life through him. In-this sense he is the
LIFE of men., L : ,

As leng as we are the kind of people we are, however,-that is,
subject to sin; and even desirous of sin--or in other words, carnal
sensual, and devilish--we cannot partake of the life of Christ. Our
natures must be changed before we can overcome death with him or by
him. "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,"
born spiritually, that is-~-his nature changed and made like unto the
nature of the Christ who is the life of the world. There is an inter-
esting marginal note in the King James version which is corroborated
by Moffat and Goodspeed and the Emphatic Diaglot versions. This note
changes the word again to the phrase "from above" making the verse
read, "Except a man be born from abowe, he cannot sce the kingdom of
God." If any man expects to inherit life through Christ-~the life of
Christ. he must be spiritually born again,., his nature changed, so
thet &3 becomes of like nature with Christ, who is of course of like
nature with his Father,. ;

Now let us think for a moment, and draw some parallels. How is
1ife passed on? Always by life-~-never by death. Life begets life, a
dead organism cannot pass on its life, for 1t has none. The only man
wno ever lived without gin,; and who therefore had eternal life to be
passed or %o his spiritual children, was Jesus Christ; and through
Jesus we are begotten spiritual sons and daughters of God. As Peter
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says in the introducgion to his first epistle, "Blessed by the God and
rather of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant
mercy hath begotten us again into a lovely hope by the resurrection of
Christ Jesus from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and un-
defiled,.." James says (1:18) "Of his own will begat he us with the
word of truth..."Peter speaks of "being born again, not of forruptible
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God..." {1 Peter 1:23)
And John's gospel, from which we have recad this morning, says: "But
as many as received him, to them gave he power{margin says right,
or privilege) to become the Sons of God, even to them that believe
on his name, which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the ‘
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God."{John 1:12,13)When men are
spiritually begotten and born of God--born again--or born from above--
they become new creatures in Christ Jesus. (Gal. 6:15%

In the prophecies of Isaiah the promis is given, "when thou shalt
make his soul an offering for,sin,.he’ 3hald sce his seed.c.«" {Is2iah’®
53:10) -The séed’ of Christ are those who have been spiritually begotten
of him, and born of God, so that their entire nature is changed--
turned from an obsession with sin to an obsession for the things of
God. The seed of Christ are those whose hearts have been changed
through faith on him, who have been born of his Spirit, and who have
become his sons and daughters, If any man have not the spirit of God,
he is none of his. But if we have this Spirit of adoption, we find
with John that "Whosoever is born of God sinneth not, but he that is
begotten of God keepeth himself, and wicked one tdugheth him not."
When we have been born of God, sin no longer has its old enticement .

for us. The things we once loved, we now hate; and the things we
once hated we now love, '

Now let us follow this reasoning one step further, to its logical
conclusion. If we hhave been truly born again of the Spirit--born
from above--we are new creatures, our lives pointed in a new directiom
our entire nature changed. Because we are now the spiritual sons and
daughters of God, we partake of God's nature, which is the same nature
of which Christ partook. By adoption, and by spiritual birth, we be-
come sons of God, partakers of his nature, and of the life which was
manifested in his Son. His life is perpetuated in us, passed on to
us--and because his is an e¢ternal life, we too have eternal life. We
become the children off God, and if children, then heirs--heirs of God
and joint heirs with Jesus Thrist. Jesus, the Life, by making it
possible for us to be born again from above as sons and daughters
of God, has given us the eternal life which we could acquire in no
other way. For every man id dcad in trespasses and sins, hhe has no
life within him save the limited span of mortal life which he can
pass on to his children, subjcct as he was subject to all the ills
and pains and diseases of the flesh, 2nd eventually to death. Only in
Jesus is there hope of this eternal life. "No man cometh to the Father
but by me. I am the way, the truth, and the life." "

Have you been spirituelly born of God? Do you find within your-
celf the nature and the spirit of Jesus--the spirit of adoption which
bears witness with our spirits that we are the children of God, and
joint heirs with Jesus Christ of his eternal life: Femember that sin-
iul human nature cannot enter the kingdom of God; we must be boon
again from above, through faith and belief in Christ, baptism in his
rams. and the receppion of his spirit as a sign of our adoption, for
if any man have not the spirit of Christ he is none of his. But in
cesus shall all manking have life, and that eternally, even they who
shall beleive on his name, and become his sons and daughters.
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Series No. 4 December 18, 1949
Jesus--The Prince of }eacc

Scripture: Isaiah 9:6,7 -For untc us a child is given; and the govern
ment shall be upon n;s shculder; and his nare shall be called, Wonder-
ful, Counsellor, tne nghty Gou, the everlasting Father, the Trince of
;eaceo Of the increase of his gcvernment and peace there shall be no
end, upon the throne cf David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and
to establish it with judgment and with justice from hencefcrth even
forever., The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

Centurics before his birth, Jesus was hailed by the prophet,
Isaih, as the "Prince of leucec" That 1s cne of his most common tltlcs
today, 1949 years after his birth, more or less; but cven yet there is
all too little understanding of his mission 2s the Prince of Teace.
Too often we think of peace in its simplest terms--us the absence of
war or overt hostilities. Our experience since the end of World Wa
IT should convince us that the absence of war is not peace. We have
coined a new phrase to describe the situation that exists in the
worldl today--particularly the situaticn existing between the eastern
and western powers., We call it a '"cold war," to distinguish between
the kind of wer we have now, and the Other kind--a shooting war.

Would anyone be so bold te say that the United States of imerica
was at peace with the World now? Suppcse that two men should meet on
the street, get into an argument, begin fighting, and wind up by cne
man giving the other a sound thrashing, and then sitting astride him
in the manner of a small bcy who has just licked the schocl bully,
threatening to punch him in the nose again if he dared to 1lift his
head from the sidewalk. With the cessation of actual combat, the men
would not be fighting. But could one say that they were at peace with
each other? A simidar naticnal situation has existed many hundreds of
times during the world's history, but there is one outstunding example
in Biblical times. In looking up scripturecs about pea and war, I
discovered this gem from the “11th chapter of Joshua, thc 23rd verse,
"The land rested from war," I turned to see what was the context
which this verse folldwed, and discovered that this peace followed
Joshua's ccnquest of Cana an, in which cnly cne city capituidated. All
the other kings and citics of Canaan fought Joshma to the last man,
and were destroyed and burned until as the scripture account rather
quaintly puts it, there was not a single thing in any city to breathe,
Then the land rested from war. But was it at peace?

We can have veace--temporarily--by killing all cur enemies and
enforcing peace. The Romans had that kind of peace, but the experience
of Rome parallels the experience of all history. The man or the nation
which mamntains its position and its peace by force, and by force
alcone, sconer or later encounters another man cr another nation which
will arise to avenge the slain, or to fight for and seize covetously
the wealth, the advantages, the power which the victor thought he was
securely enjoying, and to dastroy him in the process. He that taketh
the sword shall perish with the sword.

Pezce may temporarily be enforced; but basically it is unenforce-
able, because it consists in right relationships between right think-
ing and right acting men. One man may destroy the peace of millions,
but notice that it is always his own peace which he destroys first.
There can be no peace to the wicked--to those whose relations with
Sneir fellow men are not right. Punch a man in the nose, take from
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him by force his pocketbook or his home or his wife, and you have
distmrned the peace and tranquility of the state cr government under
which you live; but before tha state can get around to do anything
about it, you will discover that you yourself have also lost your
peace-~that every man's hand is against you, and that you ard divided
and at war even within yourself. There can be peace only between men
of good will--men with right motives, who express those right motives
in right actions.

One kind of peace, then, comsists in harmony in personal relation
or mutual concord. aAnd after all, about all that national or inter-
national peace is, is simply the peace of right and just human person-
al relations, expanded to the nth degree. In other words, world peace
begins at home. How can we expect the United States to get along with
Russia, when we can't get along with the wife and children in the
home? How can you expect us to keep the peace’in China or South
8merica, if you can't get along with neighbors in the apartment above
you, or the people next door? How can we expect world peace when we
still have contentions and enmity and hatred in bhur racial relations,
in denominational circles, in capital and labor, in politics, and
dozens of other modes of human relationships? ‘

If you are quarreling with your husband or wife, someone in your
family has not yet fully acknowledged Jesus as the Prince of Peace,
nor surrendered his life to this I’rince who came to show us the way
of peace between men and women in the most intimate of personal re-
lationships, a® well as in the broader sweep of international affairs.
If you still hate people because of race,or color, or nationality, or
religion-~if you even lock down upon them as inferiors for these
reasons alone, you have not yet surrendered to the Prince of Peace;
you are still at war with him, and there can be no peace in your own
heart. If you find yourself constantly at odds and cross purposes
with the people in your neighborhood, in your club, in your church,
you need to examine yourself to confess that you are still at war,
and to surrender to the Prince of Feace, acknowledglng him-as your
Lord and Master. Whenever and wherever there is contention, or quarrel-
ing, or bickering, or flghtlng, Jesus is somehow not being rccognlzed
by someone as the Prince of Peace; for if all men followed him and.
obeyed his laws of life, there would be no quarrels, no contentions,
no strife or warfare,

Then there is another sort of peace which can exist even in the
midst of outer warfare, That i1s the peace within. In this very frail
and human world in which we live, there will always be men and women
trying to disturb our peace. There will always be numerous causes
which can be seized upon and made excuses for contention. There will
always be injustices which arouse our resentment, and tempt us to re-
turn them in kind. Jesus, Frince of Feace, has counselled us to turn
the other cheek; to love our eneméss, to bless them that curse us, do
good to them that hete us, and pray for them which despitefully use
us and persecute us. He promised that those who tried his way should”
find peace, not as the world giveth-not the peace of one bully sitting
on top of another-but the peace that abides serenely within thee spite
injury and aggression and unjustice.

There can be no peace in hearts filled with fear; but perfect
love casteth out fear. There can be no peace in hearts fllled with
»amorse and guilt; but Jesus removes the guilt and remorse from those
sthe seek his forgiveness: Envy, hatred, pride, anger, and jealousy,
reed contention--not peace. These emotions and passions of the heart
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govern our relations with other men, and make for war or peace. Christ
is the Prince of Peace because he changes men's hearts-~-if they will
let him=-and transforms men of ill will into men of good will whose

deeds bring peace.
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Series No. 4 December 25, 1949
Jesus-~-The Savior

Scripture: Luke 2:8-1l4--ind there were in the same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them; and they were sore afraid. and the angel said
unto them, Fear not; for bchold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. iAnd this shall
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger, snd suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising Ood and saying, Glory to

God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

The promise of all the prophets who foretold the coming of Jesus
was the promise of a Savior, who should cleanse and purify and re-
store Israel. Israel was unique amcng the nations of its time, in
that in spite of the glories of the kingdom under Solomon, the people
of Israel always loocked for their golden age in the future, rather
than the past. Other nations took pride in their illustrious founders
who were regerded as gods or demi-gods; cther nations pointed to a
gloriocus past; but the hope, and almost the instinct of the whole
nation of Israel was in a future King, Savior, Deliverer, and Glory.
The angel who spoke to Joseph predicting Jesus' birth and explaining
the manner of it instructed Joseph, "Thou shalt call his name Jesus,
for he shall save his people from their sins. "ind the angels who
announced the birth to the shepherds of Bethlehem, announced the
birthk the birth of a Savior, who was Christ, the Lord.

Maon needs to be saved from many things. No man needs to look any
further than himself to know the truthfulness of that statement.For
first of all man needs to be saved and delivered from himself, Every
day we make mistakes that wound and sométimes destroy others--oftimes
the ones we hold most dear. Every day we make mistakes which destroy
our own peace of mind, our health, and eventually even our lives., If
this were all, perhaps we could still get along without a-Savior; for
eventually we could either right our mistakes, or if we wnited long
enough the consequences of those mistokes would be wiped out either
by the deoth of ourselves or the cnes we had harmed, and 211 would
be over. But the truuble is, we are not at all sure that desth will
end our mistakes. 4s Homlet soliloquizes, perhaps the sleep of death
still allows for scme dre ms and with the king of consciences some of
us carry around with us all the time, thé dreams would be horrible
nightmares. No~--we connot be sure death will end our mistakes, ar
guiet our cocnscience; and if death does not still cur memory or our
conscience, we shall have to carry it up to the bar of God on judge-
ment day, and perhaps for an eternity after that. Certaindy we neced
to be saved from the burden and memory of our unforgiven--and oftimes
our unrepented sine We need to be saved from curs&lvess.

Second, we need to be suved from sorrow. Soon cor late, there comes
to every cne of us the pain and deparation of death, which tzkes our
loved ones from us; and there is nothing c¢n this earth, no human
syrpathy, no human philosophy, which can remove the sting of that ex-
perience, or quench our sorrow. Only a scvior such as Jesus can save
us from that kind of sorrow, or the sorrow which comes from the un-
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faithfulness of friends, the frustration of our best desires and eff-
orts, the cruelty and wunton carelessncss of others.

Many men today need to be delivered from the burden of poverty;
and I see no hope for such deliverance save through Jesus--as men
shall lesrn hls ways, change their perscnal lives, and eventually
because of changed individuals, change the economic and social and
political situations under which they live. IMen need to be saved
from igncrance and erreor; fpr so long as we act as if things were so
when they are not, we shall always be in trouble, and our efforts
will always be futile. "Ye shnll know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free," said Jesus. Saten is labelled "The Father of Lies™
because a dominant part of his sceme for enslaving men is keeping
them ignorant, and making them believe untruth to be truth. We need
a Savior who will deliver fis from ignorance and error.

We need a Savior who will deliver us from disease into mental
and spiritual and physical healthe. ind let us note here that the
best of modern medical thought is agreed that you cannot deliver a
man's body from sickness unless you glao deliver his mind and his
spirit, for man is & unity; and wrpng thinking or immoral acting can
mike his body sick. We need a Savior who will treat the whole man,
and save: him from bodily illness and discase.

We need a Savior who will free us from the captivity and bondage
into which men so often fall. Scmetimes it is the bondage of habit,
or custom--or the bondage of the economic or social system under
which he lives, which denies him his rights and rcbs him cf his
rightful share of the worldis wealth beccuse of race or color or
creed or some other inconsequential consideration. Sometimes men
need a Savior who can deliver them from the political oppression of
tyrants and dictators and worldly kings or potentates.

But most of all, 2ll men need a Savior who can and will deliver
them from Satan, from sin, and from death. No other Savior except
Jesus can save man from these perils; there is no other name given
under heaven whereby men may be saved. If in tiids life only we have
hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable, If be saves us
from sprrow, from' poverty ,froml ignorantd and error, from disease
and from oppression and captivity in this life, and tlen extinguishes
cur lives as men snuff out a candle, there is no sense to the whole
business of living, and the sooner we get out of this world the less
trouble wk shall have. If that is all that is all the salvation which
man can expect, then there is no need for Jesus; for many other
saviors have saved men from many other things. Time heals sorrow--
to some extent; philanthropy alleviates if it does not cure poverty;
education dispels igncrance and error; medical science and physhiatry
deliver men from disease and i1ill health; statesmen deliver us from
war; military geniuses and patriots deliver us from tyranny. All cf
these several kinds of salvaticn may be done from the best possible
motives, and even in the name of Christ--and yet if there is no sal=-
vation from death, and from the bondage which sin holds cover us, then
all cther kinds of salvaticn are senseless, useless, and futige,

among all the saviors who have graced the world{and there have

been many)only one has ever claimed tc be able to save men from sin
and death, and then jas proved his own powers by conquering death
himself» It was the great convittion and fact of tge resurrection
which convinced the early apsotles that Jesus was the promised Savior,
arver~their faith had dwindled and cooled .t the time of the cruci-
fizion, The resurrection is the crowning evidence of Jesus' divinity,
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and of his right to be called Savior. Upon the fact of the resurrect-
icn we pin our hopes of his efficacy as a Savior.who shall deliver -
us from death, and thereby from the pcwer of Sin and Satan. Jesus'
mission will not be completed until every man who ever lived has had
an opportunity to acknowledge and accept him as Savior, and to be
saved to the uttermost from all the things that enthrall him. ind so,
on this Christmas day we rejoice in the birth of him who was born the
Savior of the world.
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sunduy Jonaary 8, 1949
Series No. 4

JESUS%~THE LAMB OF GOD

Scripture: 1.Peteril: I8420,:.59:Ye Were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold...buth with the precious bloocd of Christ,
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, who verily was fore-
ordained before the foundation of the world.

Among the many titles or names by which Jesus was known, one of
the most interesting and significant is the one first given him by
John the Baptist, who as he saw Jesus coming towards him to be baptized
sand, "Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world."
Theologians, critics, and commentators lave been arguing ever since as
to the exact significence of that term. Certainly it is not our hope
or intention to settle all those disputes this morning, but merely to
suggest some of the thoughts which may have been in John's mind, and
which have come to be associated with the term in the thinking of
Christian people since.

John the Baptist wes from the priestly line. Obviously, then,
he would have been familiar with the laws and customs of sacrifice
handed down from Moses. A lamb or in cases of necessity, a kid--less
than one year old, and a male without spot blemish, wes the animal
required for the daily evening and morning sacrifice in the temple.
Other animals were used for various purposes and occasions, but twice
a day, day in and day out, the sacrifice of a lamb was made morning
and evening on the altar as a type and symbol of the sacrifice which
should some day be made by the Lamb of God.

There was another significance which could not have escaped John
the Baptist. That is the significance of the Passover or Paschal Lamb.
This lamb, likewise a male without spot or blemish, and less than one
year old formed the basis of the passover meal in which all Israel
celebrated their escape from the bondage and slavery of Egypt. The
lamb was killed at sundown, and was roasted whole., It was required
that not a bone whould be broken during the process. If one family was
too small to eat the entire lamb, neighbors or friends might be . %
brought in; but no part of the lamb wts to be taken from the house.
Any uneaten portions were burned the morning after. In the actual’
passover meal before the exodus from Egypt, the blood of the lamb was
used to sprinkle the dborpests, so that the angle of death would pass
by that house as he slew the firstborn of all the Egyptians; so the
blood was a symbol of redemption, salvation, and escape. For an
account of the first passover, read the 12th chapter of Exodus; and
for an account of the instructions concerning the daily sacrifice,
read Exodus 29.

That much of the symbolism of this sacrifice was perfectly under-
stood by the early Christiens is evident from the writings of Paul,
and Peter--and even from the Gospels. Matthew stresses the fulfill-
ment in Christ of Isaiah's prophecy, "Himself took our infirmities,
and bar our sicknesses.” Paul, referring to the custom of banishing
all leaven--a symbol of death and decomposition--from the house before
the passover meal says in 1 Corinthians 5:7, "Purge ye out therefore
the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For
even Christ, our passover, is sacrificed for us.V And Peter reminds
us in his first epistle(1l:19) that we are "redeemed with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and withoutf gpot."
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“he 8th chapter of Acts tells the story of the eunuch who rode in his
chariot and read from Isaiah, "He was brought as a lamb to the .
slaughter," and how Philip the evangelist "began at the same scripture
and preached unto him Jesus."

In his letter to the Hebrews, Paul goes to some length in chapt-
ers seven to ten inclusive, to expound the doctrine of Christ's
priesthood, and of his final sacrifice for the sins of the world.
Paul first points out how Melchisidec, though not of the priestly
line, received tithes of Abraham, from whom the Levitical or Aarondc
order of priesthood was later to come; and points out that this was
not a case of the lesser receiving tithes of the greater, but of the
greater receiving tithes from the lesser. Similarly, he points out
That Jesus was of the tribe of Judah--not of the priestly ttibe of
Levi, but that as the great high priest forever after the order of
Melchisidec, made not after the law of carnal commandment, but after
the power of an endless life, he offered for a sacrifice his own life
for the sing of the people.The high priest of Israel could not enter
into the holy of Holies save once a year, and then with special sacri-
fice and eeremonial cleansing. His annual sacrifice had to be repeated
over and over; it was not able to 1ift the curse of sin from man }
finally and completely. But Jesus, by his own death entered into the
holy of holies--not the one made with man's hands in the temple or
tabernacle, but into the presence of His fathtz in heaven; and by
that death as the Lamb or sacrifice of God, sealed the testament of
God's new covenant with man, and took upon himself forever the entire
burden of the sin and iniquity of mankind. No longer was it necessary
to sacrifice day by day, or yvear by year; for Jesus had offered one
sacrifice for sins forever, and by one offering hath perfected for-
ever them that are sanctified. And this, says Paul, is in fulfillment
of God's promise to ancient Israel found in Jeremiah 31:33,34, that
in the latter days he will write his law in their hearts, and forgive
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. '

We need not try to understand all the symbolism of the book of
Revelation to see clearly that John recognized Jesus as the Lamb of
God which taketh away the sin of the world. Only the Lamb was worthy
to break the seals and open the book of life; and when this work is
accomplished he is to receive the praise and vdaudits of all creat-
ures, in heaven, in the earth, and under the earth, who will sing,
"Worthy 1s the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and riches,
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing. Bless-
ings and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon
the throne, and unto the Lamb forever---the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world--the Lamb without spot or blemish, who in
meekness and gentlemess bore all our griefs, carried all our sorrows,
and took upon himself all our iniquities. Let us then ignore or
despise the blood of the covenant wherewith we are sanctified, nor do
despite to the Spirit of grace, but having boldness, enter into the
holiest place by the blood of Jesus--the Lamb sadain from the founda-
tion of the world. '
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Svaday January 15:'1949 -
Series Nos 4 - THE LIGHT OF THE WCRLD

Scripture: dhn 3:16-22 Inspired Version

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth on him should not perish; but have everlastd
ing life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through him might be saved. He who believe*th
on him is not condemned; but hz who believeth not in condemned
elready, because he hath not believed on the name offi the Only Be-
gotten Son of God, which befcre was preached by the mouth of the holy
prophets; for they testified of me. And this is the condemnation,
that light is come into the world, and men love darkness rather than
light. because their deeds are evil. For every one who doeth evil
hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should
be peproved. But he who loveth truth, cometh to the light, that his
deeds may be made manifest. Ane he who obeyeth the truth, the works
which he doeth they are of God.

a
o

The words of our scripture reading are part of the conversation
between Jesus and Nicodemus, a Pharisee, a man whog had power over the
Jewse You will remember Nicodemus had a visit with Jésus one night
to talk over some of the teachings of the Master. Nicodemus admits
that Jesus was sent from God, because of His teachings and the miracles
he performed, but when Christ explained the way of light and Life he
was slow to see the plan of heavenly development that men must chooses
In this conversation Nicodemus has inquired the right way to live and
Jesus said that man must be born again --both of water, by baptism and
the spirit =--that is by obedience to the law of entrance into the king-
dom of heaven. We are brought into the church through the ordinante of
baptism by water and confirmed as members in the church to receive the
baptisim by the spirit. Without ocur lives being in accord with God
this dual baptism cannot tqke place. Many times we can see the baptism
bv water but are slow to understand the reception of God's spirit. We
must open our lives to its cleansing power and invite its presence be-
fore it will light our way.

From the pen of men like the Psalmist David, who wrote such thou-
ghts as the 23rd Psalm and others, we cannot help but realize that as
lives are blessed with a birth of the Holy Spirit within, the light of
Christ shines to illumine the pathway to God.

Those who reject the Light of Christ stumble in darkness worse
than midnight, Their minds and hearts are full of despair. Even in
deily tasks they see no hope or future, All things to them are lost.
But those whose desire is to serve Christ find, even as He said, they
love the truth so would come to the light that their deeds may be made
known, Surely if one loves the truth he will want to forsake any and
all of his deeds that are contrary to the right. Blessed is the man
who will receive the Light of Christ and walk in its guidance.

The Masted did not live with men to show a superior man to them.
He lived that we might better understand the will of Cod. He showed
us, and still shows us, the way to govern our lives that God's spirit
can enlighten us in our deily living, ,
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Would it not be foolish if we were to remove the electric lights
fromn our automobiles and use instead the old oil lamp or the gas
lights of years ago? We would constantly be in danger not only of
weecking our car but would endanger the lives of others by the poor
visibility we would have.

Qur lives are in just such a danger of destruction if we do
not have the Light of Christ to gulde us. But if instead we use the
poor light we have of ourselves, even though we think it sufficient
just as we used to feel that the oil lights on our cars were capable
of lighting our way, we also endanger the lives of otliers when the
Light of Christ is not found within us.

Christ said: "and this is the condemnation, that light is come
into the world, and men love darkness rather than light, because
their deeds are evil." Many times in our daily activities we fail to
live in the Light. We permit the evil to dim our sense of the bright-
ness of God. We harbor jealousy, envyings, selfishness, and many
other things that dirty the lens of our lamp and endanger the life we
‘have to develop.

Just refraining from evil is not the way th permit Jesus, the
Light of the World, to shine within us. God calls us to heavenly liv-
ing in all we do, to develop qualities of eternal character, such as
love, patience, diligence, charity, also a desire to place God first
instead of our light.

If in life you find need for greater strength than you now
have, let the window of your mind open toward God that his brightness
and majesty can find the right place in your heart. When the Pharisees
witnessed the conversation of the woman taken in iniquity Jesus told
them, "™ I am the Light of the World; he that followeth me shall not
walk in darkness; but shall have the light of life."™ We then have
need to follow Him in our daily living that our pathway might be
illuminated by His Light.

For what reason do you thin He desires to follow Him? For cone
reason, living with Him and His spirit brings to us peace of mind
that no other power can give, Christ knows for us to enjoy life both
here and in the hereafter to the fullest, we must live in His Light.
We also find a very gcod reason toushow forth the Light of Christ
within us from this passage of scripture in Christ's teaching on the
mount, "Therefore, let your Light so shine before this world, that
they may see your good works, and glorify your father whé-is in
heaven. " When we do this we, like the Apostle Paul can say--"For God
hath shined in our hearts, to give us the light of kndwliedge of ihe
glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus."
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Sunday January 22, 1950
Series Nos 4 ~-~-Jesus ~The Prophet

Scripture: Deuteronomy 18:15-16

The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Provhet from the
midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me, unto him shall ye
kearken; iccording to all that thou desiredst of the Lord thy God in
Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear again of
the Lord My God, neither let me:see this great fire any more, that T
die not.

What is a prophet? The Hebrew word which is translated ”prOphet"
in the 0ld Testament is derived from a word meaning "to bubble forth."
The Hebrew prophet was a forthteller" who took the word of God and
told it forth because that was his nature and his purpose in life.
The Greek word which is translated in the New Testament "prophet"
signified one who speaks for another, that is, an interpreter. The
use of the word prophet to mean one who predicts is of later origin,
though even the earliest prophets, of course, often predicted future
events. Their principal task or function, however, was to tell forth
what God made known to them; to speak for another; to interpret God
to men in the light of their current needs.

Not until later 0ld Testament times did the prophetic order rise
to its rightful prominence in Israel. Aind it is worthy of ncte that
when Samuel first undertook to train men in the prophetic office, it
was at a time when Israel very much needed’ the reforming influence of
the prophetic office and mission; when Israel need to be called back
to the ways of God which had been taught their fathers, and when the
law of God as given through Moses needed to be reinterpreted in the
light of the new needs and new situations which had arisen. The
prophets of ‘the ‘late 0ld Testament did not abrogate the law of Moses;
but they:declared and -interpréted that law in the manner needed by
their generation. They declared it more plainly, more sternly, and on
a‘higher- plane that ‘the priestly interpreters of that law were doing.
Both priests and: people had ‘goocten so far ‘from the true spirit and
observance .of .the law, that they needed‘'a new and ‘modern and timely
interpretation of i the law--a new "forthtelllng" from ong" dlrectly in
contact with the mind and will of God. -

“oo ‘Back:in the days of Moses Israel- had bcen promlsed a great .
prophet -to stand between them and God. God was to put his words 1nto
this prophet's mouth; and so great was to be 'this prophet, and so f*
important his words, that- thobe words were to:be requiredof every
man that- heard them. ‘Peter, in referrlng to! ta1u-promlse, ‘makes: the
accompanying warning even stronger in'his sermon = reported in Act 3.
The 23rd verse says,  "Andevery -soul ‘which’ w1ll not hear that prophet
shall ‘be destroyed from: anong ‘thé peopleé«t i, -

- “The teaching of 'all ‘the Christian- fathers, from Peter untll now,
isthat -Jesus was that great prophet whicl was promised through .
Moses. In many of  the- New:Testament “verses which refer to Jesus as:
a’'prophet, ‘a marginalnote adds thatsmdhy ancient authorities. prefer
"the: prophet -indicating that he was the one who should come in
fulfillment of the promlse ot only of Moses, but of all the other
prophets as 'well.: & . .

#. The- people of Jesus' day had the law and the Drophets—~as t%elr
ancestars had had before them, Bat human nature belng what 1t is: o
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520 had need of & v vavelanio Gty tucpine Lo oswhely 20
ve2ds,and the timez ir walch they lived. Tho 206 0ld war? haty
the priest--who 8thmr.o to maintain the status quo, and resists

change and reform--and the prophet, who points out and urges nceded
reforms and revisions c¢f belief and of practice, brolke out with ex-
ceptional violence when Hesus began his prophetic ministry--~his
forthtelllng——hls speaking in the name of God as God's new Interpret-
er. No one can deny that such a forth-teller was need when Jesus
appeared on the scene. The priestly hiemarchy had corrupted the law,
ignored the prophets, forgooten or violated spirit of both law and
prophets, ingtituted a mechanical observance of forms and ceremonies,
countenanced extortion and excess and oppression in the name of re-
ligion, practiced hyper-legalism, harshness, intolerance, and greedy
had firmly entrenched personal privilege and power; had condoned and
maintained conditions of poverty and ignorance and helplessness.
Jesus recognized his nrophetjc mission--his commission to speak
forth boldly in the name of God. "™ I am come in my Father's name,
and ye receive me not, " he sald to the Pharisees, and continued
shortly, "There is one that accuses you, even Moses, in whom ye trust.
For had ye believed Moses,ye would have believed me; for he wrote
of me." He spoke of himself as a prophet when he observed that a
prophet is not without honor save in his own country, and among h§s
own kindred. _
Many of the people among whom Hre nmoved recognized him as a prophet
and many as the prophet who was to come. One of the first to thus
recognize his publicly was Philip, who want to Nathanel with the
message, "We have found him of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets
‘did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."(John 1:45) When
the woman at the well of Sychar was told of all her past life by
Jesus, who had never seen her before, she said, "Sir, I perceive that
thou are a prophet ;" and later in the same conversation she expressed
a hope of the coming of Messias, the great prophet foretold by Moses.
Jesus then said unto her, "I that speak unto thee am he."(John L4:19,
25-6) In the incident of the man born blind; when the healed man was
questioned by the Pharisees about the one who had healed him, the
reply was, "He is a prophet." igain Jesus leads the conversation
around to the Son of God, the expected Messiah, and asks thke once
blind man whether he believes in the Son. The blind man answered,
"Who is he Lord, that I might believe in him?" Aind Jesus said unto
him, "Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee."
The people who witnessed the resurrection of the only son of the
widow of Nain, were struck with fear, and constrained to say, "4
great prophet is risén up among us; God has visited his people." The
crowds who hailed his entry into Jerusalem on the Sunday before his
crucifixion haildd him as a prophet. When the chief priests and
Prharisees plotted to take him and deliver him to death, they plotted
secretly for fear of the multitudes which took him for a prophet.
When Jesus walked with the despondent disciples on the road to Emmaeus
they talked regretfully of the prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people.

Besides his reform hlscleanSLng, his reinterpretation of old teach-
ings for current needs, Jesus brought a new dispensation--a new inter-
pretation of God in the flesh. He came to show God as a Father--stern
impartial, just, wise, keenly penetrative and mindful of the hearts”
and motives of men, as well as of the external forms and ceremonies,,
and obvious acts which they performed. Jesus was God's "forthteller ,
interpreter, spokesman, His words were confirmed by miracles and signs

ni , ;
Incidental, but not unimportant in his tota%“ggféﬁ§ﬁgynﬁﬁuﬁge fact




"3"
that he foretold many future events--the signs of his second coming -
and of the end of the world, as well as specific events in the life
of himself and his élSClples. In short, the expectation of Israel for
a great prophet like unto Moses was fulfllled in Jesus, the prophet
of the Highest, :
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Series Nos, 4 January 29, 1950
JESUS=&THE KING

Seripture: John 19:12-22(with omissions)
And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him; but the Jews cried
out, saying, Af thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend;
whosoever maketh himself a king specaketh against Cacsar. When Illate
therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in
- the judgment seat..,..and he saith unto the Jews,- Behold your King.
But they cried out, Away with him, Away with him, crucify him. Pilate
sauth unto them, Shqll I crucify your king? The chief priests answered,
We have no king but Caesar, Then deliwered he him therefore unto
them to be crucified.~--And Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cr
cross. And the witkipg was, Jesus Of Fazareth, The King of the Jews,
Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pllate, Write not, The
King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews, Pilate
answered, What I have w¥ttten, T haVe written.
Durlng the past two weeks, as you have perh“ps noticed, we have
been consmderlng and studying together the various titles or names by
which Jesus is commonly known. This mornlng we examine briefly the
title of "King" which was frequently bestowed upor him during his life-
time, and which he himself accepted as a rightful designation. Whenh
the wise men came to Bethlehem, speking the child to which the star
had guided them, they inquired, "Where is he that is born King of the
Jews?" At the beginning of his ministry, one of the first to be attrac-
ted to him was Nathanael, who hailed him as the Son of God, and the
King of Israel. On the och31on of his triumphal entry 1nto Jerusalem,
the populace hailed him as the King that cometh in the name of the
Lords Matthew points out in his account of the event, that it was i
fulfillment of the words of Zechariah, who had long ago designated the
expected Messiah a kings And lastly, when Jesus was brought before
Pilate and accused of treason in that he was setting himself up to be
a king, Pilate questioned him, "art thou King of the Jews3" Jesus had
already explained to Pilate that his kingdom was not of this world,
but_he s.es no necessity for denying that he is a king. Therefore he
replies with the words, "Thou sayest it,"

The idea of a king wos closely associated in the Jewish mind with
the idea of the Messiah. The Messiah was to be, literally, "The
annointed one."The same idea is contained in the New Testament equiva=-
lent of "The Messiah" which is "The Christ", for the Christ, too, was
literally the annointed one, Remember that not only the high priests
of Israel, but the kings as well, were set apart by annointing with
the holy oil, and you will begln to see the connection between the
idea of a M6581ah and the idea of a King to rule in rlghteousness, It
is little wonder that Isracl looked for a king who, like Saul of old,
should be the deliverer and savior of his vneoplea The Christ was to
be the annointed one, the ruler, the deliverer, the savior. Even in
these modern time we preserve much of the same ide2 and symbolism
by calling Jesus Lord" which is an application of royalty, And in-
cidentnlly, a similar title is to be found in connection with Jesus
in practically every language into which the Bible has been translated.

Jesus constantly stressed the different nature of his kingdom.

To Filate he said, as we have zlready noted, "My kingdom is not of
this world," but many times before thnt he had pointed out to his
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- i3ciples that his was a kingdom of 1ove, of humility, of self-sacri-
iice, of service. "Let him that would be greatest among you become the
servant of all.”" He that seeketh to save his life shall lose it, but
he that loseth his life for my sake shall save it." The Good Shephcrd
giveth his life for the sheep." He spurned Satan's temptations tc seize
worldly power or might or dominion. He reject his own disciples! fre-
guent pleas to call for volunteers and lecd a revolt against Rome,
using his miraculous pewers, Yet from the start there was not the
slightest doubt that his kingdom was in direct opposition to the king-
doms of this world, which wculd not look with favor upon the rise of
another king or anotibr klngdom. This opposition is crystallized in
the treacherously insincere and hypocritical words of the chief priests
before Qllate' "Whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against
Caesar.'

Now let us examine for a moment some of the usual qualifications
cf a king in Jesus day, so that we shall be able to know what meanings
his followers gave to the worda The king was first a leader in battle;
in fact, that is the reason the pepple first demanded a king, and
selected Saule Jesus was to be the deliverer of Israela. The people
insisted on thinking of him as a military leader, They did not pay
tbo much attention to his purpose of saving them from their sins, and
from spiritual death, but pinned their hopes on a deliverance from the
political yoke of Rome, Perhaps they were not so much to blame, Much
of their tradition pointed in that direction. Even in the name, Jesus
is the Greek form of the Hebrew name, Joshua, which is contracted
from Jehoshua, meaning Jehovah, the Savior, or the deliverer.

A king is 2 lawgiver. The laws originated with him in the absolute
monarchies of the east, of which the nation of Israel was one, He
might ask for the advice of his counsellors and wise men, but the
king was the final word. And not only did he make the,K law; he inter-
preted the law, and judged the lawbreakers who were brought before him
for having violated his: law, and assessed their punishments The king
was absolute ruler, exercising complete. authority. over the lives and .
property of his subjectss They could be drafted to fight in his armies,
or.-te serve in his palace. Their possessions could be taxed or confis-
cated outright, if the King chose to violate the moral code and the
laws which antedated the advent of kings in Israel, The king demanded
obedience, loyalty, honor, respect, and tribute: He could manifest
the attrxbu§e§ of Jjustice or 1ﬁ1uat&ce y MErey or eruelbtys bravery or
cowardice. He was the personlfvcatlon of the glory of the kingdom, and
its power and deminion. In Israel, he served by divine right; he was
annointed as the representative of God as well as the ruler of the
PEoplic,

Many points of similarity between Jesus nnd the kings of the
earth are obvious. But I dare sey thot there are more dissimilerities
than similaritdes. He was to be a king, with dominion, power, glory,
honer, riches, territoyy, and subjects. He was a lawgiver; he was
worthy 8f loyalty and obedience and tribute and honor..He was to rule
with justice and judgment and mercy, as well as with power. His was to
be a kingdom of willing subjects, who had chosen him for their king,
and willingly abode under his jurisdiction. Hés conquest of the world
was not to be by armed might, but by love, humility, service, and self
sacrifice. The forces of ev1l will not sit quietly by as he establish-
es his kingdom, but will fight to prevent and destroy it. Yet in spite
of this oppositicn, the prophecies of scripture promise us that the
day will come when every knece will bow and every tongue confess that
he is Lord--the day when he shall be far above =11 principality and
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w1*qt-—the day when he shall be king of kings, and lord of lords,the
day when the kinpdoms of this world shall become the klngdom of cu”
Lord and of his Christ,; and he shall reizn forever and ever.
Moy we have made our ChOlCﬁ, and enterced into his kingdom, that we

may be worthy and able to reign with him in that kingdem which shzoll
have no end,
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seiies Noe 4 ~February 5, 1950
Titie-1I AM READY

Scripture: Romans 1:15,."is much as in me is, I am ready.”

Paul was an ever ready witness for Jesus Christ and the gospel of
the kingdom. In his declaration of the gospel to the Romans, he set
before us a great challgnge to a fuller acknowledgement of our steward-
ship of witnessing, when he stated that "as much as in me is, I am
ready to preach the gopsel to you that are at Rome also.”

Fahl had a testimony to bear and nothing was goint to stop him in
the bearing of that testimenys. Not only that, but he was giving all
that wes his to give that others might hear the gospels A1l that was
in him was dediczted and consecrated to the telling of the story. All
his being and powers couched therein were directed to one central pur-
posc of witnessing. 411 Ithebkaowledgevand understanding of the Christ
and all that he would yet come to know and experience was caught up
and centerced in the primary responsibility of his 1life to build up
the kingdom of God and to establish his rightecusness.

Undergirding Paul's desire tc witness and strengthening him for
his task, was a deep and abiding convicticn that for man to achieve
life in all its fullness nc "other foundation"emould be laid "than
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”" He was deeply motivated by the
spirit of the Christ and had an assurance that he could dc "all things
through Christ which strengtheneth him,"

Going hand in hand with Faul 's testimony of the Christ was his
testimony of the gospel. He was willing to gc and tell the story not
just to the Romans, but tc all mankind. For he declared "I am not
ashamed of the goppel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto sal-
vation to every one that believeth;--For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men; who
love not the truth, but remain in unrigntebusness."ﬂor therein is the
righteousness of God revezled through faith on his name., If man is
to live and have 1life more abundant, he must hear the gospel and cone
to obey it. Paul knew this in no uncertain terms, therecfore he was
"ready."

In this hour when mankind stands in need of Christ and the gospel,

can you say for yourself that "I am ready" even as Paul was recdy9

In cother words, today are you willing to witness with all that is in
you physically, mentally, and spiritually, the words of 1life? Do you
stand rezdy to press ever forward toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus?

is we consider this challenge of Paul's this morning, we are
mindful that many times the statement is heard that a year from now
I will be readye. Or first I am going to make a large amount of money
or achiéve this or that, and then I will make my contribution to the
cause of life. We must remember that the end result of such approach
to the task of witnessing is usually no witnessing. Thus, one would
fall short of the prize of the high calling in Christ Jesus. Many
others may miss the mark 2lsc, because they were not ready or willing
to do what they could do at the time . ‘

Faul's reasonfng with the Philippians should help one a great
deal in the consideraticn of his task of witnessing Christ and the
gospels He stated, "Not as thcugh I had already attained, either were
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already perfect; but I follow after, if that I may apprehend thot
for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus." He did not know all
that was to be known about Jesus and his gospel, but he put to work
that which he did know =nd had experienced, giving 2ll that was in
him ot the time, and following after that he might understand more
and perceive with greater vision, he witnessed then 2nd ncw. He, too,
was conscious of his many mistakes of the past and particularly of
his onctime grect persecuticn of the Christ and his work, but putting
211 these thinvs behind, he wo2s now ready, ~nd da 1ly pressed forward
townard the prize of the high calling that wos his in Christ Jesus.

Tc this tnsk and responsibility he asked otlers to come and
share with him. "Brethren, he followers togethcr of me, and mark them
which walk so as ye have us for en ensemple." This Paul sought of
othcrs, because he was conscious of the great destruction that awaited
those who did not cense following after the woys of the werld ond
turn unto the Christ that they might live.

Indeed, Prul set before us a grert example nnd o great challenge,
He realized the necessity of personal consecraticn, but he knew, also,
that tais is not enoggh. This spirit, this W1lllnaness to serve God
without reserve, must permeate Chhristianity as & “whole. When this
happens, Christianity will inevitably grow and spread, until the
entire world society will be affected.

True Christianity has as its goal the salvation of all mankind,
and the establishing of the kingdom of God. When each comes to 2
rcalization of his part in this work, not only versonal righteousness
but social rightecusness and willingness to serve will be a reality.

Today, are you willing to henr and answer the call of the Christ
to serve? Lre you ready to tell cotherg of the Christ and his message
of life? Will you join with Paul and declore not only in word, but in
deced also, that "a2s much as in me is, I am re-dy?" Surely, =#s we
sense together that

Christ has no hands but our hands
To do his work today;

He has no fect but cur foet
To lend them in his way;

He has no tongue but our tongue
to tell men how he died;

He has no help but cur help

To bring them to his side.
Youtll Join with me and say "I am rcady."
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Series No. 4 Feb. 12, 1950
MAKE JESUS YOUR LORD

Scripture: John 20: 24-29 :

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when
Jesus came, The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen
the Lerd. But he said uhto them, Except I shall sce in his hands

the print of the nails, ana put my finger into the print of the
nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. aAnd
after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with
them: then came Jesus, the dvors being shut, and stocd in the midst,
and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither
thy finger, and behcld my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust
it into my side, and be nct faithless, but believing. And Thomas
answered and sddd unto him, My Lord and My God. Jesus saith unto him,
Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are
they that have not seen, and yet have believed,

There is little doubt that we are on the threshcld of a new in-
dustrial revolution which will make the last one scem anemic in com-
pariscn., If atcomic energy is harnessed so that it can be put to use
industrially and commercially, it will cur wheole economic and social
life, Almost over night the types of fuel now in use¢ will be obsoletes
If this happens can you forsee the crisis that will be thrust upon
us by this new laber saving power? Our navy has already experienced
some c¢f the possibilities and realities of atomic power, The Bikini
Bomb tests have shown that even those ships that were not sunk were
“radic active for months after the explcsicn and could not be manned
and were therefcore useless. Could it be th:t navies are now cbsolete?
The explosion of the first atomic b b ushered in a new era packed
with dyn=mic possibilities which the average man has not yet sensed.
If men de not use this power teo destroy each other, they will use it
in such a way that 2ll present metheds crecting energy thraough the
use of fuel will be cbsolete not many yesrs in the future.

aS grect as this new power may be cover the lives of men, there
is still a greater poewer already in the world. This power has left its
- mark upcn the history of the whole world cnd will continue to chenge
the lives of as many men us will receive it. I am speaking cf the
power of Jesus, the Christ, upcn the lives cof men. The results of the
atomic bolmb explesicon would amount to little in cempariscn to the
results cbtained by one whcle naticn turning tc God and accepting the
example and teachings of Christ, His Son.

A small grcup of disciples who were followers of Christ, set cut
t> meke Him their Lord. These men were not without dcubts as our
sctipture lesscn points cut.. When Thomes said that he must put his
finger in the print of the nails in Christt's hand, =znd thrust his
hand intc the Savior's side before he would believe, he expressed the
popular belgéef of men todey in this great power of Jesus. But Jesus
s2id tc Thomas, "reach hither thy finger and behrld my hands, and
reach hither thy hznd thrust it intc my side: anl be nct faithless but
believing."Then Thomas answered ancd sizcd unte Him, "My Lord and My

od."ind Jesus saith untc Thomas, "Because thou hust seen me thou hast
believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.?
From that time on Thomas made Christ his Lord and the power of that
decisicn made Thomas a new man, Few of the disciplew were cutstanding
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men but with the power of Jesus they did a werk that wes to spread
and overccme the most p werful government ever set up among men up to

power from on hizh was felt thrughhout the civilized werld, The ex-
ample and teaching c¢f their Lord made them very 1ifferent from the
people to whom they ministered. They had found the secret cf life
and they knew that that secret cculd not be sharel by cthers unless
they accepted Ghrist as their Lerd and f-1llowed Him as the disciples
followed Him.,

48 the saints in the early Christisn Church were a listinctive
pecple who foliowed Christ, s#nd made Him their Lorl, so were the
early ssints of the Restoraticn movement a distinctive pecple who
follcwed the Master. In these latter days they had a commissicn from
G>d tc make Christ their Lord. The prophet, Joseph Smith, had re-
ceived the wvisicn =and had heard a veice from on high saying, "This
is my beloved Son, Hear Him." We are committed as perhaps no other
Christian church tocay is committed, to wholehearted discipleship.
The power which was felt by FPeter snd the other apostles as they went
forth to preach the gospel has been felt by the ministry cof the
Resteratione That power comes from complete conviction that Jesus is
the Christ, the son of the living God,

The power of Christ is not possible to those who do not believe.
Too many of our fellowmen must have proof as did Thomas. These same
pecople will probably have to have procf of the power of the atom
bomb before they will believe the tremendous claims of the scientist,
I read recently of a man who doubted the power of Christ. He was a
Eurcpean visiting one of the Pacific Islands, and was being enter=
tained by the Christian Chief of the Islund. The Eurcpean scofifed at
the Chief for reading his Bible and believing in Jesus, saying that
in Burope they hal got past that. The Chief smiled andi led his guest
ocut to the place where they used to cook and eat their meals in
cannibal days. Then he converted his Eurcpean guest by saying, "My
friend if it had neot been for the power of Christ, I would be dining
upon ycou right now." The power of Christ is the greatest power on
earth; all we need do is to accept Him and truly make him cur Lerde

48 the Master pleaded with Thromes saying "Be not faithless, but
believing," so he pleads with us. We mnoke Christ our Lird as we keep
his cemmandments and take up ocur cross daily snd follow Him, There
is no substitute today for a living faith in Christ, fcr insuch a
faith we find the secret of a full and purpcseful life. When enough
men truly make Christ their Leord and use their energy and talents to
develop His kingdom then we will witness the fullness of the puwer
cf Christ, "If any man be in Christ: he is 2 new creature; old things
are passed away; behold 21l things are beccme new,"
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‘Series No. 4 February 19. 1950
Talk-WE BELIEVE IN CHRIST

Scripture: Jchn 1-5

In the beginning wass the Word, and the Werd wes with Sod, and the

Word was God. The same was in the bepginning with Gods sall things were
made by him; and without him was not anything macde that was made. In
him was life; and the l1ife was the light of men. ind the light shineth
in darkness; and the darkness ccmprehendeth it not.

The belief in Jesus Christ is shared in varying degrees by all
Christians. His followers are so named because there is a universal
belief and acceptance of some of his teachingse. In spite of ttis,
there are as many differences in cpinicn as to the likeness, purpose.
and teachings of Jesus as there are Christiazn churches in the world
t‘-’)i&y' °

The ancient Hebrew prophets predicted that the time would come
when the Son of God would stend forth upon the earth unmarred by
sin and unhampered by selfishness, tc¢ make known the purpcses cof a
loving and lovable Father, The expectation of the great prophets
of Israel was realized and our Heavenly Father, in the perscn of
Jesus Christ, came and livel amcng men and revealed himself to us.
This revelation was planned from the foundation of the world., It
was no afterthousght, but was énd is the very heart of the movement cof
God for cur redempticn, '

The life cf Jesus is not an argumsmnt, nor even a ccllection of
cnld facts; it is a demonstraticn of a way of living. His life for-
ever lifted Christianity above the realm of argumentation or spec-
ulaticn and made it the standard of excellence for all life for all
time to come. His life and message have revealed Goed to us in terms
that we can understand, Jesus could renresent his Father better than
anycne else because he was with the Father in the beginning =nd had
helped him tc make the world and all things therein, and then to
moke man in thelr own image. Even so, it would have been useless for
the Scn of God to attempt to reveal his Father had he not also
been the Son of Man., He is akin fo us and unlerstancs us. and there-
fore knows how to help us. Jesus came not corly to tell 'us about our
Creator, but also that we might be reconciled to Him. Fur these
reascns and many others, the Son of God accented the limitaticns: of
cur humanity and becare one of us. ‘

Now that Jesus has made h&s Father known to us, we can contina
ually verify the truth <f this revelation by living in the light
which he brcught into the world; and finding confirmation in the
Spirit that attends cur experience, and the fruits of the Spirit
which reward our service. Jesus has been and is ahle to establish us
in o certainty of the purpceses of Deity that is sunerior tc every
cgoubt« The revelation of God in Christ is greater thot we have been
able to comprehend and infinitely greater than we have been able
to achieve. We have yet to grew tu understand God zs he is revealed to
us in the perscon of His Son; and -in this growth the challenge to the
greater life must beccome ever mere plain,

Most cof us ackncwledre the fact that the Supreme Representative
cf Deity must save men from their sins and lead them back from their
many wanderings intc the presence ¢f God, No one but the Son of God
could do this. Being alsc the Son of Man, he livesl on the earth sub-
Ject tc the temptations of that, He was given a body of flesh and
blood as we have. He was hungry and had tc eat; tired and needed reste.
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~= felt the same emoti:nal strains and upllfts that we feel, He sym-
cathized with those who scrrowed and rejoiced with those who were
happy. He even mourned with those whe were sad. He scught friends
and in the crucial days of his life he wanted them near him for
strength and scvlace. He grew in understandlng, continuing from
strength to strength untll he received a fullness of the glory of
Gode When the end came. he shrank from the pain of death, even as
other men; and en.ured it «<nly because he -was resolute to do the
Father's will and acco mpllsh his purposes,

In a sense.we can say that Jesus lived the only normal llfe we k
have ever known, Thouph he was subject to the temptaticns of sin and
human weakness, he was also master of the forces within him that were
necessary to defeat these sins. Because of this the life of our
Sagior was without spct or blemishe Though often tempted, he never
yielded, and thus-he became the only example of normah and perfect
life that we know, He has become the standard of life for millions
more who have nerver formally accepted him.

All life 2and all hope ceases to be without Christes Everything
that man dces that is 7ood is measured by his felleows either lireqtly
or indirectly by the standard of the work of Jesus. There is no con=
cept of pocdness, righteousness, equity, fairness, or brctherly
kininess that is not subject to the larzer concepts revealed in the
life of our Saviecr., If one wants to dc anything correctly, and his
mind has been disciplined in the right direction, he autcmatically
fcllews the pattern of the Messiah in his actionss Either consciously
cr subconsciously we .ic everythinv in the light <f the works cof cur
Lerd, In him we live and move and have ocur being. He has made us as
we are and we are his. He has purchasel 'us with a price that assures
our salvation if we seek to do his will, All our hopes and aspirations
are caught up in his life, and in him alcneé do we find the assurances
of life immortal.

We need this standard today. It is so pure and sc challenging
that it forces and ccmpariscns and thus JUu”eS uses No thoughtful man
whe is seeking to meet the demands of 1life in his. own soul can ignore
the challenge of perfect humanity : 1sclcseu in the scul o<f Divinity.
4is we face thls challenbe we seet &hat sin is not truly a part -f life
but is life beset by ccrrupticn,. As we wax strong in the graces of
cur Lerd and apprcach his standard, which is the only true standard,
the automatic eliminaticn of sin will be the inevitable result,

We believe in Christ because in him we see Gol in terms <f cur
experience. We do not look up'n God as a distant King, a powerful
Potentate who can command cur cbedience and give us nc agency, Through
his Scn we have ccme to know him as somecne who is very near and who
is m'st vitally interested in our individual prchlems and ambiticns.
We kncw that He is in the very midst «f thines as they are and that
we are but working with him in the accomplishmmbt of His purposes in
us, Since the Son of God lived the life of man, he has removed the
only barrier that would have made it difficult for us to reddize that
Deity kncws life as we see it, Becaus e of the correlation of Deity
and humanity in the life <f Jesus, there comes to us a more sure
knowledge of our likeness tc him. We know that "we shall be like him
for we shall segehim as he is,!
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Sunday-February 26, 1950
JB3US BUILT A CHURCH

When Jesug came to the aarth, there were several churches already
in existence in the land where he lived., Just how many churches there
may have been in other parts of the world or the total number there
may have been on the earth at that time we do not know. We do not
know that there were several with whom Jesus came in contact that
were strong and quite popular. imong those were the Pharisees, the
Sadducees and the Essenes. ‘

We are led to believe that Jesus attended these churches and
became acquainted with and conversant in their beliefs. We are told
that it was his custom to go to the synagogue on the Sabbath, He
must have come to know the teachings of these various faiths quite
well. We are not made to know, however, that Jesus readily accepted
as truth all the things which he heard., is early as the age of #welve
he was demonstrating a philosophy of his own, and he discussed the
great religious questions of his day with the learned teachers and
rabbise

A great many people head expressed their faith in Jesus the Sop
of God frcm the time of his birth, but others had either denounced
him or had cleverly refrained from committing themselves as to a
belief in his Deitys It became more and more apparent as Jesus grew
older that he did not accept 21l the beliefs of the pecple of his day,
and that he therefore could not and would not endorse all the churches
that were then in existence. Those who had come to believe that he
possessed something of Divinity, and who feared that he might really
be the Savior, began to seek his sanction of the things which they
taught and his approval of their doctrines., The Pharisees may have
thought that they were most likely to receive the approbation of .
Jesus for they boasted that they were more strict in their teaching
and living than the otherss Though these churches would not admist
that Jesus w s the Christ, they concluded that it would not be & bad
idea to have him cougted in the membership just in case. Jesus, ’
however, was not to be influenced by the clever approach of the re=
ligious leaders of his day, and when the time arrived, he annocunced
that he would build his church,. '

Jesus built his echurch because the others were nct right. They
did not possess enough of the truth. They taught for doectrines the
commandments of men. They were partislly right ond Jesus acknowledged
that and game them credit for it, but he knew that their way of life
would not bring about the salvatiocn of human souls. He told his
disciples that their righteocusness should exceed the righteousness of
the FPharisees and Sadducees, ctherwise they should not have part in
the kingdom of God,

Jesus knew that the church which he built was adequate to the
needs of man and that it ccould never be destroyed by the forces of
evil which attempt to lestrocy mankind, He reminded his desciples that
the gates cf hell would never prevail against his church, The reascn
that the church of our Lord will endure is that it is founded on
the pwineiples of revealed truth, ifter Peter had said, "Fhou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus szid, "Upon this rcek I
will build my church, That he was indeedd the Christ on this princ-
iple the church of Jesus was built and shall ever stand,
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Today the nammss of Fharisee, Saducee, and Essene no longer appp-

sppeer among the names of the large and popular churches. Other
churches with la rge membershin have taken their places amcng the
ranks of the pOpular churches. Some of these are gaining in pmpular~
ity and scme are 1031ng in pcoularity. In another "100 years many of
them will not be in existence =nd others will be on the way out. Even
if a church should become ever sc large, ever so powerful, and ever
so popular, it shsll scme day be destroyed if it is not the church
which Jesus built. Jesus built “nly rne church and all other churches
must faily there is no alternstive. His church, alone, shall stend

in the end ¢f time, v

The church of Jesus has mever Dbeen large or popular. It was
not so in the doys of Christ and it is not so nows We have no scrip-
tures to lead us to believe that it shall ever be so. The scrintures
remind us that only a few, comparatively speaking, shall find the
strait and narrow way. But, regordless of the size or popularity cof
the church, if it is his it will be recognized by its teachings,
beliefs, and practiccs, which will coimcide, save for the shorte
comings cof man, with those c¢f Christ.

Just as it was in the days «f Christ, a man cannct build a church
whenever he takes a ncticn, and after any pottern he chooses, and
expect it to be like the church cf the Messiah. There are many re-
ligious 1leaders abroad in the world who hnve helped to build various
religicus instituticns who would like to have the approbaticn and
endcrsement of Jesuse They tell their followers thit they represent
the true church, and that they are zgeoing to accomplish the btuilding
of the kingdem of God upon the earth. Man has no rizght to build a
churche It is mugh better that he shzll seek Christ's church and
cast his lct with the followers -f the Master thon it is for him to
chcose his church cr bhuild »# new c¢ne ~nd then urge Jesus to enlorse
his action 2 nd support his instituticn.

If Jesus built a church and if he knew what he was talking about
when he said that no adverscry force would ever be able to uestruy
it, then that church will Be found in sxistence today in id entlty with
tha church as first established. Just as Jesus practiced the ordine
ances cf baptism by immersicn, 2nd the baptism of the Hely Ppirit by
the laying cn of hnnds, these ﬁrdin&nces and s2craments will be in
observance in his church today. Just os he called Apcstles and cthers
of the priesthood and set them at work in the church, h&s church
tuday will have men functicning in the szame offices and in the same
order. Jaust as his church in the esrly day witnessed and benefitted
froem the expressicn of spiritual gifts, the scme gifts will attend
the work of his church in these the latter days. No change has been
made; he is the Lord, he chanzes note His work shall net change
and shall net pass 1way, It shﬁll stand against all the forces of
evil nnd shall remain unaltered

Yes, Jesus built a churchs. It w28 not a large church and it was
net »:pular, but it w2s and is his. It is not only his, however, It
is fer 211 whe will seck and find it, 2nd who will pledge their lives
in service to its founder. We 1nv1tc you to become a member of it,
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