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COMPILATION OF
GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS.

Adopted June 12, 1852.

No. 1. -Resolved, That this conference regards the pre-
fensions of Bmgham Young, James J. Strang, James C.
Brewster, and William Smith and James Woods’ joint
<laim to the leadership of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints as assumptions of power in violation of
the law of God, and consequently we disclaim all connec-
tion and fellowship with them.

No. 2. .That the successor of Joseph Smith Jun., as
the Presiding High Priest in the Melchisedek priesthood,
must of necessity be the seed of Joseph Smith Jun., in
fulfillment of the law and promises of God.

No. 3. That, as the.office of First President of the
church grows out of the authority of the Presiding High
Priest in the High Priesthood, no person can legally lay
claim to the office of First President of the church with-
out a previous 01d1na,t,10n to the Presidency of the High
Priesthood.

No. 4. That we recognize the validity of all legal ordi-
pations in this church, and will fellowship all such as
have been ordained while acting within the purview of
such authority.

No. 5. That we believe that the Church of Christ
organized on the 6th day of April, A. ». 1830, exists as on
that day, wherever six or more Saints are organized ac-
cording to the pattern in the Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants.

No. 8. . That the whole law of the Church of Jesus
Christ is contained in -the Bible, Book of Mormon, and
Book of Doctrine and Covenants.

No. 7. That in the oplmon of this conference, there:is
no stake to which the Saints on. this continent are com-
manded to gather at the present time, but that the Saints
in all other lands are commanded to gather to this land,
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4 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS.

preparatory to the reéstablishment of the church in Zion,
when the scattered Saints on this land will also be com-
manded to gather and return to Zion, and to their inher-
itances in fulfillment of the promises of God. And it is
the duty of the Saints to turn their hearts and their
faces towards Zion, and supplicate the Lord God for such
deliverance. (This resolution was reaffirmed April 7,
1863.)

*No. 8. That this conference believe it the duty of the
elders of this church, who have been legally ordained, to
cry repentance and remission of sins to this generation-
through obedience to the gospel, as revealed in the
record of the Jews, the Book of Mormon, and Book. of
Doctrine and Covenants, and not to faint. in the discharge =
of duty. )

No. 9. That Elders Jason W. Briggs, Zenas H. Gurley,
and.John Herrington be a commitiee of three to write &
pamphlet [*“The Word of Consolation’] based on the
foregoing resolutions.

Adopted October 7, 1852.

No. 10. - That, in the opinion of this conference, the
one holding the highest priesthood [Samuel Blair's
original record says ‘‘highest office’’] in the Church of
God is to preside and represent the rightful heir to the =
Presidency of the High Priesthood.

Amendment—That the highest authority among the
priesthiood represents the legitimate President as a pre-
siding authority.

3 ‘No. 11. That Samuel Blair be the General Church
Recorder, ;
Adopted April; 1853.

No. 12.- On motion Jason W.Briggs was chosen Church

Historian. o
‘ Adopted October 8, 1853,

No. 13.  On motion J. W. Briggs was authorized to
publish a pamphlet, the title to be, “The voice of the
captives assembled at Zaraliemla to their brethren scat~-
tered abroad.”’

No. 14. That Bro. Samuel Blair select and publish &
hymn book suited to the doctrines of the church, S
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"GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS. 5
Adopted. April 6, 1854. -,

No. 15. That this conference authorize the Twelve
holding the highest authority in the priesthood, assem-
bled at Zarahemla, as a council to try and examine all
revelation and manifestations, that has or may come
through any member of this church, male or female, and.
that such revelation or manifestations, after having been
examined by this council and declared to be the word of
Hod, may be taught as such until the next General Con-
ference shall reject or receive it as the law.” And if any
member of the church assumes to teach, as law or doc-
trine, any revelation or manifestation before being pre-
sented to this council, shall be considered a transgressor
of the law, and proceeded against as such.—[From origi-
nal record.]

No. 16. That this council send copies of all revelations
and manifestations to the several branches.

No. 17. On motion J. W. Briggs was sustained in the
office of President of the Twelve and legal representative.

Adopted October 6, 1854.

No. 18. That this conference suspend from the exer-
c¢ise of their priesthood all holding the same, and also
disfellowship all such as have departed from. the faith

“and from the jurisdiction of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints at Zarahemla, until they return and
make satisfaction.

No. 19. That all holding priesthood are sent by the
church to preach the gospel as the doors may open.

Adopted April 6, 1855.

No: 20. That all apostles, high priests, seventies,
elders, priests, teachers, and deacons, whose hearts the
Lord has touched for the work of the. preparation for the
restoration of the captives of Zion, be requested to report °
themselves in person or otherwise at the next conference. -

No. 21. That Z. H. Gurley be appointed Church Re-
corder.

No. 22. That this conference fill bthe Quorum of the.
Twelve as far as at the organization.
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6 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS.

Adopted April 7, 1855;

No. 23. On motion a resolution adopted at a confer-
ence heid at Beloit (Newark), June 12 and 13, 1852, afiirin-
ing that the successor of Joseph Smith must come from
his seed, was reaffirmed.

Adopted April 6, 1857,
No. 24. On motion the first five resolutions adopted at

a conference held at Beloit [Newark], Wisconsin, June,
1852, were reaffirmed and readopted.

No. 25. That it shall be the duty of all who are con-
nected with us, holding prieshhood to report themselves
personaliy or bV letter once'in six mouths, showing their
faith and labor in this work. o

Adopted October 6, 1857.

No. 26. On motion Brn. Owen and Hedrick " were
received as the representatives of the Saints in Woodford
county, Illinois, and vicinity, and the right hand of fel-
" Jowship was given them.

No. 27. That this conference raise funds for printing
purposes, and the work of the ministry; said fund to be
at the disposal of the church and under its control.

No: 28. On motion, J. W. Briggs was appointed to co-
Operate with Bro. Hedrick in writing a pamphlet setting
forth the true position of our doctrine.

Adopted April 6, 1858, .

No. 29,  That Jason W. Briggs be and is truly exoun-
erated from acting in connection with Granville Hedrick,

of Bloomington, Illinois, in writing out matter for publi-
cation, as directed by the previous fall conference.

Adopted June 11, 1859,

No. 30. That a Treasurer be appointed to receive
moneys and property for the church and to disburse the
same as he may be directed by the church, and that said
Treasurer give security for the faithful® perfonmance of
his duty.

No. 31. That Elder Edwin Cadwell be appomte&
Church Treasurer.

No. 32. That Klder W1111am W. Blair be appointed
Church Recorder.
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GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS. 7

No. 33. That the Church Treaéurer shall give such
securities for moneys and properties put into his hands
as the Church Recorder may require.

No. 84. That Elders Wm. Marks, Z. H. Gurley, and
James Blakeslee be appointed a committee to publish a
hymn book.

Adopted October 6, 1859,

No. 35. That the church publish a monthly paper to
be devoted solely to the interests of the church. .

No. 36, That this church publish a monthly church
paper, and continue it for six months.

No. 37. That Elders Z. H. Gurley, William Marks, and
Wm. W. Blair be a committee to supervise the pub-
lishing of said paper.

. Adopted April 6, 1860. ‘

"No. 38." On motion -of Isaac Sheen, Bro. Joseph Smith
was unanimously chosen President and Prophet of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and suc-
cessor of his father,

No. 39. On motionBro. Joseph Smith was ordained to
the office of President of the Melchisedec Priesthood.

Adopted April 7, 1860, i
No. 40. Bro. Israel L. Rogers was ordained to be a
high priest and Bishop of the ¢church.
Adopted October 8, 1860,
No. 41. That Bro. W. W. Blair be released from the
office of Church Recorder.
No. 42, That -Bro. Isaac Sheen be appointed in. his
stead. :
Adopted October 9, 1860.
No. 43. That the committee which were appointed to
select hymns for a hymn book be discharged,

No. 44. That Sister Emma Bidamon be appointed to
make a selection of hymns to make a hymn book.
Adopted April 8, 1861.

No. 45. That the Saints are requested to assist the
elders and their families by donations.—Page 83, original
record.
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8 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS.

Adopted October 8, 1861.

No. 46. 'That traveling elders, who may be in need,
shall call on the presidents of bra,nches for assistance,
and not on the members.

No. 47. That the Bishop be 1nstrucbed to call on the
presidents of the different branches for the necessary
means to carry on the work.

Adopted October 7, 1862.

No. 48. It was here decided that whoever adminisfers
the ordinance of baptism should use the precise words
given in the law, and not substitute our own words in
place of the words of God; and with respect to the forms
in the Book of Mormon and the Book of Covenants,
there is in reality no difference, but it is proper to give
the preference to the latter, it having been given
expressly to us, but the words authority and commission
are synonymous, [I1t is not clear from the - record
~ whether this is a resolution by the conference or a

decision of the President.—Com. ] :

No. 49.  Bishop Israel L. Rogers, William Aldrich,
Philo Howard, George A. Blakeslee, and Jonathan D.
Heywood, were appointed a committee by the church
to procure a press and printing materials, and locate
the same.

Adopted April 7, 1863,

No. 50.. That the- members and ministry avoid alriu‘ding
to; or discussing the subject of polygamy when it is not
imperatively necessary.

No. 51. That the seventh resolution in the “Word of
Consolation’ be reaffirmed, which says:
“7.—Resolved, That in the opinion of this conference,
there is no stdke to which the Saints on this continent,
are commanded to gather at the present time; but that
the Saints on all other lands, are commanded to gather to
this land,: preparatory to. the reéstablishment. of the
church in Zion; when the scattered Saints on this landy
will also be commanded to gather and return to Zion,
and to their inheritances in fulfillment of the promises
of God. - And, it is the duty of the Saints, to turn their
hearts and their faces towards Zion, and supphca,te the
Liord God for such deliverance.”
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GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS. 9

Adopted April 8, 1863. e
No. 52. That section 110 of the Book of Covenants on
‘Government with a preface prepared by the committee
be published as the polkitical sentiment of this conference,

No. 53. That all the elders of this church, who have-
not been appointed on missions, are requested and
directed by this conference to labor to the extent of their
ability and opportunities.

Adopted October 8, 1863.

No. 54, That this conference authorize the Committee
of Publication to publish the Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants, with such corrections in arrangement as may be
necessary.

Adopted April 8, 1865.
No. 85. That Pres. Joseph Smith be appointed to take

charge of the publishing and editorial depaxbmenc of the
Herald and of all our publications.

Adopted April 10, 1865.

No. 56, - That all the conferences of districts are ad-
vised to recommend the branches to receive donations
monthly from members of the churches, for the purpose
of assisting poor Saints to emigrate from Europe to this
country, and to send -such donations to the Bishop.

No. 57. That the Emigration Fund remain in the

hands of the Bishop until called for by a conference of

" the church in Europe, and endorsed by action of the Gen-
eral Conference of the church in America.

No. 58. That the necessities of the ¢hurch require a
Concordance and Synopsis, suited to the proper promul-
gation of the faith of the church.

No. 59. That the necessities of the church require thé
publication of a series of tracts, for distribution.

No. 60. - That the necessities of the church. require the
esta,bhshment of a Church Library.
‘ Adopted April 6, 1866.

No. 61. That this body now assembled, is a body of
. gpiritual authorities within the purview of the law found
in the fifth paragraph of section 99 of Book of Covenants; .
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10 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS.

g Adopted April 10, 1866.

No. 62. That the church ought, as speedily as possi-
ble, to publish the Translation of the Scriptures made by
Joseph Smith.

No. 63. That the time has arrived for the church to
publish the New Translation immediately.

No. 64. That the church take immediate measures. to
release the hands of the T'welve, that they may carry the
gospel to the nations of the earth.

No. 65. That. the bishops be instructed to collecb
means for that purpose.

No. 66.° That any member of this church having been
lawfully married, and having put away their companions
for any other caunse than for the cause of fornication, is
unworthy of the fellowship of the Saints of God; and that
the church should be careful, with -all inquiry, that they
receive none into the church who have put away their
companionsg for adultexy, they themselves being the
offenders. .

No. 67.- That in. view of the demand of the work in
Utah, it is deemed advisable that, as far as practicable,
the Saints in that region remain for the present.

No. 68. That the elders be requested through the -
Herald, to report themselves in person at the next Annual
Conference, for the purpose of organizing their quorum.

No. 69. That every branch which has not reported a
correct list of the names of official and nonofficial mem-
bers, are hereby requested to send such list as soon as
possible to the General Church Recorder.

Adopted April 11, 1866.

No. 70. That the relief of the poor of the church, be.
more prominently brought before the church by apostles,
hjgh priests, presxdmw elders, elders, pr]ests, teachers
and deacons.

No. 71, ‘While we deeply deplore the ‘great apostasy
and turning the truth into lasciviousness, which has
occurred in the Church of Christ in years gone by, result-
ing in the organization of numerous factions and schisms,
yet we cannot shut our eyes to the great truth that the
priesthood which was conferred by the ministration of
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GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS. 1%

theangel of God, upon the head of our martyred prophet,
Joseph Smith, and Oliver Cowdery, in May, A. ». 1829,
when he said, “Upon you my fellow servants, in the
name of the Messiah I confer this priesthood, which shall
remain on earth that the sons of Levi may yet offer an
offering to the Lord in righteousness,’” still remains, and
has continued to remain from that day to this. There-
fore we believe it to be our duty, as individuals having
received that priesthood, to hunt up and minister to
the spiritual wants of the scattered sheep of the house
of Israel, those who manifest by their fruits that they
have received of the Spirit of God and have maintained
their integrity before him, therefore ‘

Resolved, That we recognize no other rule by which to
test the validity of the baptism of persons who have
embraced the gospel, except the fruit and manifestation
of the Spirit. Therefore, the question of rebaptism is a
matter of conscience.

. -No. 72. Resolved further, that a connection with those
factions during the dark and cloudy day, does not neces-
sarily invalidate the priesthood; holding as we do, that
those factions could neither confer nor take away the
priesthood.

No. 78, That baptisms administered by elders without-
. going down into the water, as the law directs, are null
and void.

No. 74. That members disfellowshipped by. a bra,nch,
or other legal authorities, shall make reconciliation, as-
far as pm(,mcable, to said branch or legal authorities, be-
fore being readmitted into the church. o

Adopted April 12, 1866.

No6.75. That the presidents of missions and of districts
and branches, are hereby anthorized to solicit subscrip-
tions and donations, for the publishing of the New Trans-
lation of the Scriptures made by Joseph Smith, and
forward the same to the Bishop; and it is agr eed that -
each person subscribing for this object, shall receive one
copy at cost.

No. 76. -That William Marks, I. L. Rogers and W. W.-
Blair be appointed a committee to confer with Sister
Emma Bidamon respecting the relinquishment of the
manuscripts of the New Translation of the Seriptures,
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12 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS.

for the purpose of publishing tire same to the church and
to the world, and that said committee be empowered to
enter into and fulfill the contract for the same.

No. 77. That the manuscript of the Scriptures be en-
grossed, and the engrossed copy be put into the hands-of
the printer, with a view to the preservation of the origi-
nal copy.

No. 78." That President J. Smith, I. L. Rogers and
Ebenezer Robinson be appointed a committee to publish
the New Translation, and that they may be empowered
to act in the name of the church, and to take all neces-.
sary steps to secure its speedy completion.

No. 79. That the committee named as the Publication
Committee of the New Translation, employ no person in
writing, rewriting, proof reading, etc., who is not in the
faith of the truth of the latter-day work, and favors the
coming forth of said translation.

No. 80. That the ordination”of an high priest by the
direction of a district eonference is null and void.

Adopted  April 8, 1867.

No. 81. That the bishops or Bishop’s agents of dis- -

tricts are responsible to the Bishop of the whole church
for all monies or other properties received by them for
the church; but they shall make a report to the quarterly
conferences of their respective districts of the receipts
and disbursements of said funds, said report to be exam-
ined by an auditing committee of three appointed by said
district conferences.

No. 82. That the Presiding Bishop shall present, in
detail, to each Annual Conference, his accounts with the*
church, and that an auditing committee of three shall be
appeinted to examine and report the same, a snmmary of
which shall be published in the church paper.

No. 83 That district conferences have no-authority to-
@end missions beyond or outside of their respective limits:

No, 84 That all the traveling ministry be under the
“direction and control of the First Presidency and the"
Quorum of the Twelve.

No. 85. That a committee of three be appointéd to .
draft or adopt a set of forms applicable to representation
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GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS. 13

and the general use of the church.” That said cgmmittee
report through the Herald.

Adopted October 7, 1867.

No. 86, Whereas, in the opinion of this conference,; it
js inexpedient that an apostle of the Quorum of the
Twelve should have special local jurisdiction, except as
the exigencies of foreign missions may require; be ‘it
Resolved, That eachr member of that quorum now hold-
ing presideney involving such jurisdiction, be and ig
hereby released. ‘

That the same rule be applied to the Quorumof the
Seveunties.

Adopted April 6, 1868.

No. 87. That all private members, male and femwle
have a right to vote on all questions that the elders may
deem of sufficient importance to bring before the church.

Adopted April 8, 1868.

No. 88. - That.the President of the High Prlests
Quorum- bé requested to inquire into the spiritual con-
dition of the high priests and report the names of those
who have nof magnified their calling, that they may be
deprived of their office.

No. 89.  That organized districts have the right to
elect their own officers, their presidents included.

No. 90. “That the legal official acts of elders, though i
transgression, are valid till they are officially silenced by
proper authority.

Adopted April 9, 1868.

No. 91, That unbaptized persons, whether children or
adults, are not entitled to partake of the sacrament of
bread and wine.

No. 92. That this conference deprecates the use of
intoxicating drinks (as beverages), and - the use  of
tobacco, and recommend to all officers-of the church,
total abstinence.

No. 93. That it is desirable” that a more correct record
should be kept by the several branches and districts of
the church, and that more correct report;s be sent to the
conferences
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14 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS.

No. 94. That reports of branches are church property
after being accepted by the conferences, and that no
private-individual has a right to them.

No. 95. That this conference would éncourage the
carrying out the provmons made for preaching the gos-
pcl to the Negro Race in the revelation of May 4, 1865.

Adopted October 7, 1868.

No..96. That the money in the Bishop’s hands, con-
tributed to the Emigration Fund, be subject to the com-
mittee appointed for their disposal. :

No. 97. That this conference expects all the official
members of the church to do their duties to the utmost
of their abilities.

No. 98. The President spoke respecting the great
necessity of the Saints lending more aid to the press,
after whwh it was

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to
receive means, and that th'e presidents of branches take
thie matter in hand and deliver to said committee all
moneys collected for that purpose.

Adopted April 7, 1869,

No. 99. The compilation and publication of a new
hymn book was authorized; and upon motion, the Presi-
dent appointed a committee of three, consisting of the
following named brethren, to collate and compile said
book: Mark H. Forscutt, David H. Smith, and, in case
of his absence before the completion of the work, Bro.
Norman Smith; Pres. Joseph Smith, by vote, being one
of said committee.

Adopted April 8, 1869.

. = No. 100. That it is not the true policy of the Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, that the Twelve
shall control the funds of the church-in the hands of the
Bishop, but that the Bishop shall be amenable to the
General Conference alone.

No, 101.. A motion prevailed, recommending to the
publishing committee the issuing of-a Sunday school
paper, monthly or semimonthly.
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GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS.  Is

Adopted April 9, 1869.

No. 102.. Resolved, That in the opinion of this confer-
ence, the true policy of the church, in this matter, is to
be found in the epistle of the Twelve to the church on
4ithings and offerings, viz.: through the branch presi-
dents as Bishop's agents, should all moneys come into
the church treasury, and that the spiritual authorities
«of the church should discountenance the paying of
moneys directly to the Bishop, where that policy works
#0 the injury of the poor in districts or branches. [The
foregoing resolution was preceded by a preamble, but
‘the resolution only was adopted.]

‘Adopted April 10, 1869.

No. 103. That the conference deprecate the circum-
stances which seem to surround many of the elders of
the church, causing them to withdraw their presence
from the different sessions of the conference, and requess
for the future a closer attendance.

No. 104. That brothers holding the priesthood, being
convicted of inactivity in consequence of lukewarmness,
may be silenced by the conference, or quorum of which
they are members; and henceforth.be reported as lay
members, until such time as they reform and are
reélected to fill their offices.

No. 105. Whereas, A period of nine years has passed
:away since the church was organized with. a First
Presidency; and
Whereas, There has never been a complete representa-
‘tion by report, it is hereby
Resolved, That this conference does hercby deem it
imperative upon it to -demand that bereafter, every
- mission, district and branch (where there is a branch not
belonging to an organized district), send to every Annual

“.and Semiannual Conference, such properly authenticated
reports as the general church authorities may from time
10 time require, that a complete report may be had.

No. 106. . That a bishop for the Saint Louis district be
appomted and ordained.
Adopted Aprll 7, 1870.

No. 107. That this conference do appoint a committee
©of five to draft and present before this conference shall
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16 ' GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS,

adjourn, a Memorial to Congress in which shall be
embodied an epitome of our faith, and especially -a
setting forth of our views on Government, Church
Polity, and polygamy.

(8aid Memorial, as approved by the conference, is as
follows):—

Memorial to Congress from a committee of the Reor-
ganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, on
the claims and faith of the church.

Printed at the True Latter Day Sdints’ Herald Steam BooP
Office, Plano, llinots.

"To their Kxcellencies, the President and Vice President,
and the Hon. Senate and House of Representatives ot'
the United States, in Congress Assembled:

Having learned that counter influences are at work to
_prevent or thwart the action proposed by Congress to:
remedy evils existing in the Territory of Utah, and
knowing that a claim to be “The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints’’ has been made by a large portion..
of the inhabitants of Utah Territory, and by other reli-
gious bodies than that which your memorialists repre-
sent, by whom doctrines are held and practiced which
are at variance with the proper usages of civilized
nations, and opposed to the law of our common:-countryy
and that these doctrines are claimed by those who prac-
tice them to be made binding upon them, as Latter Day
Saints, by the revelations governing said church, we,
your memorialists, would respectfully call your attention
to the following statement of facts:

1. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints:
was organized on the 6th day of April, 1830, and was sub-
sequently represented by its ministry and by the estab-
lishment of churches in many of the States, the Canadas,.
and Europe, under the ecclesiastical presidency of Jo-
seph Smith, until June 27, 1844, when he and his brother
Hyrum were killed at Calthd're Iils.

2. At the time of the organizing of the church, and at
all subsequent time prior to the dispersion of its mem-
bers from Nauvoo, the church was simply an Ecclesias-
ticism; and, as such, could confer no privileges before
the law. not contained in the provisions of the law; nor
authorize as a tenet that which was forbidden by the law of
the State where ihe church might exist, or in contravention of
the constitutional basis on which the church was built,—
the word of God.
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GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS. 17

8. Under the presidency of Joseph Smith, the church
became a corporate body, and adopted as a constitution
or form of church government and discipline, the Scrip-
tures, the Book of Mormon and Book of Doctrine and
Covenants. The Bible and Book of Mormon have ever
been the foundation on which the church has rested its
faith, and there has been added to them the Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants, first published in the year 1833, and
republished in 1845; the former edition daring the presi-
dential term of Joseph Smith, the latter edition under
the regime of Brigham Young, as. *“President of the
Twelve.” This book, the “Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants,” was, on the 17th day of August, 1835, presented
to each and all the quorums of officers belonging to the
church, separately, and acted upon by them; it was also
presented to the Church in Geneéral Assembly, and was
adopted unanimously. It then became a part of the law of
the church, and the church became bound by its provi-
sions, equally as by those of the Bible and Book of Mor-
mon. The doctrines and law of the church so established
must ever remain the basis of its government; the en-
dorsement of them an endorsement of the church, the
departure from or denial of them a departure from or
denial of the church.

4. We would respectfully urge our conviction that
there can be no true Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints excepting that which is based on the law of
the church, and that the observance of the law is not
oniy the contradistinctive feature of the church, but of
every - individual member thereof.  That we may not
present an unsupported statement on so important a
pomc we most respectfully call attention to the follow-
ing quotations from the Book of Covena.nts, which we-
submit as evidence:

Sec. 42, par. 5. ““The Elders, Priests and Teachers of
THIS CHURCH shall teach the principles of my gospel which
are in the Bible gnd the Book of Mormon, in the which is
the FULLNESS OF THE GOSPEL, and they shall observe the
covenants and church articles to do them, and these shall be
their teachings.”” (0ld Edition Sec. 13.)

Sec. 42, par. 21. " “Every person who belongeth to this
chureh of Christ shall observe to keep all the command-
ments and covenants of the church.”” (Old Ed. Sec. 13.}

5. Having, we truss, set forth sufficiently clearly the
binding character of the church, state and national law
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upon whoever may claim to be “The Church of Jesus
Christ of Tatter Day Saints,”” your memorialists would
beg permission to refer to the following items of church
law found in the Bible, Book of Mormon and Doctrine
and Covenants, touching matters in which there is a
direct antagonism between the church your memorialists
represent and the church in Utah with which the gov-
ernment is at issue, and presenting the actual law on
those points which are in disputation;—and more espe-
cially upon the duties and privileges of ‘the marriage
relation:

BIBLE.

Mal. ii. 14, 15. ““Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the
Lord hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy
youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet
is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant. And
did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the
Spirit.© And wherefore one? That he might seek a godly
seed. - Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none
deal treacherously against the wife of his youth.”

Mats, xix. 4-6. ““And he answered and said unto them,
Have ye not read, that he which made ¢hem at the begin-
ning made them male and female, and said, For this
cause shall a- man leave father and mother, and shall
cleave to his wife: and they fwain shall be one flesh?
Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What
therefore God hath joined together, let not man. put
asunder.”’ .

1 Cor. vii. 2. © “Nevertheless, o ‘avoid fornication, let

~every man have his own wife, and let every woman have
her own husband.”
BOOK OF MORMON.

Jacob ii. 6. “Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and
hearken to the word of the Lord; for t/wre shall not any

man amonyg you have save it be ONE WIFE and concubines

he shall have none.”
) - DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS.

Sec. 42, par. 7. . “Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy
heart, and shall cleave unto her and none else; and he that
looketh upon a woman to lust after her, shall deny the
Sfaith.”’ (Old Ed. Sec. 13.)

Sec. 49:3. “*And again, I say unto you, that who&o fore:
biddeth to. marry, is not ordained of God, for marriage is
ordained of God unto man; wherefore it is lowful that he
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should have one wife, and they twain shall be one flesh.”’
(01d Ed. Sec. 65.)

6. Again, and to conclude our direct evidence upon
this point from the church law, we submit the following
extract from -the article on marriage, in which the min-
ister officiating is required first to ascertain if there be
any legal objections, and on becoming satisfied that there
aré none, the law thus instructs—*He skall say, calling
each. by their names: ‘You both mutually agree to-be
each other’'s c¢ompanion, husband and wife, observing
the legal rights belonging to this cohdition; that is,
keeping yourselves WHOLLY FOR EACH OTIHER AND FROM
ALL OTHERS during your lves.’” And when they have
answered ‘Yes,” he shall pronounce them ‘husband and
wife,” in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by
viLLue of the laws of the country and authority vested in
him.’

7. The claim put forth bv the advocates of polywamy
that a subsequent revelation authorizss the practice of
polygamy, is rendered invalid by the law of the church
in Book of Covenants sec. 27, par. 4, which reads:
“Neither shall any thing be appointed unfo any of this
church contrary to the chureh covenants, for all things must
be done in order and by common consent in the chuarch.”
(Old KEd. Sec. 51.)

8. That polygamy could not become a-tenet of the
church. while the church existed in the several states
of theunion, is plainly indicated by a clause of the law
governing the church from an early day, which reads:
‘Iiet no man break the laws of the land; for he that
keepeth the laws of God hath no need to break the laws
of the land.”—Book of Covenants, sec. 53, par. 5, - (Old
Ed. Sec, 18.) -

9. In a careful examination of the publications of the
gospel church from its earliest existence to the present
time, your memorialists have not found one single clause
authorizing, justifying, or even permitting polygamy.
The New Testament; the -Book of Mormon; the Book of
Covenants; the standard works of the Latter Day Saintg’
. Church; the periodicals of the church, embracing the
Hvening and Morning Star, the Messenger and Advocate, the
Gospel  Reflector, . the Nawvoo Neighbor, . the - Times. and
Szasons, published ‘in America; and the Millennial Star,
puablished in England, are all sileat on the question of
polygamy, except wherein they refer to it historically, or
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to condemn either impliedly or directly its practice.
The Seriptures are opposed to it, and the works pub-
lished in the church of Latter Day Saints most unquali-
fiedly condemn it. Not even the body that now practices.
and teaches polygamy made any public profession of it
till the year 1851, and not officially to the outside world
before 1852,

10. Four months before the death of Joseph Smith, and
seven months after polygamists date the receiving of a revelation
which they assert .came through him, avthorizing polygamy,
this same Joseph Smith published in the T¥mes and Sea-
sons a notice of the excommunication of @ man for *‘preach-
ing polygamy and other false and corrupt doctrines in the
county of Lapeer, state of Michigan,” in the following
terse language: ““This is to notify him and the church
in general that he has been cut off from the church for HIS
INIQUITY, and heis further notified to appear at the spe-
. cial conference on the Gth of April next toc answer to these
charges.” (Signed)

’ ] JOSEPH SHMITH, }
HyruM SyiTH, §

This expulsion, we submit, could not have taken place
had polygamy been made a church tenet seven months
previously.

11. In addition to this, Mr. John Taylor, now one of the
apostles of the polygamic doctrine, in a public discussion
held in Boulogne, France, July 11, 1850, impliedly denied
the doctrine of polygamy and condemned it in the follow-
ing language: ‘‘We are accused here of polygamy, and
actions the most indelicate, obscene and disgusting, such than
none but a corrupt and depraved heart could have con-
trived.” (Taylor’s Discussion, p. 8.) -

12. We, your memorialists, would therefore submit for
the consideration of Congress in its action on the Utah
question, and in its legislation on the question of the
right of Congress to interfere with polygamy as being a:
part of the faith of the church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Baints:—

1st. That the Iaw of the church found in the Bible, the
Book of Mormon, and the Book of Covenants, books
accepted by the polygamxsts themselves, expressly forbids
to one man more than one living w@f@

2d. That the law contained in those books is the consti-
tution-.of the church; that no law can obtain in the
church in contravention thereof, and that therefore the

Presidents of said Church.
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pretended revelation on polygamy is illegal and of no
force.

5d. That in the ‘‘Remonstrance’” presented to Congress
from the polygamists of Utah, dated March 31, 1870, the
non-publication of this pretended revelation till the year
1852 is admitted in the following language: -

‘“‘Eighteen years ago, and ten years before the passage
of the anti-polygamy act of 1862, one of our leading men,
Elder Orson Pratt, was expressly deputed and sent to
Washington to publish and lecture on the principles of
plural marriage as practiced by us. . .. For ten years
before the passage of the act of 1862, the principle was
widely preached throughout the union and the world;
and was uaniversally known and recognized as the princi-
pleof our holy faith.””

4th. That the plea of polygamy not being at variance
with the law of the land because not expressly in viola-
tion of any law on the statute book of the Territory of
Utah, is not admissible, for this reason, the polygamic
revelation claims to have been given in 1843, when the.
church as a body was in Illinois, in which state blgcumy,
or polygamy, was then, as now, & erime.

5th. That polygamy, being a crime against the law of
the State of Illinois, could not have been authorized by
revelation from Him whom polygamists themselves affirm
gave the revelation found in Book of Covenants sec. 58,
par. 5, which declares:—*‘Let no man break the law of
the land, for he that keepeth the laws of God hath no
need to break the laws of the land; wherefore be subject
to the powers that be.” (0ld. Ed. Sec. 18.)

6th.. That the pretended revelation on polygamy was
not published till 1852, is strong presumptive evidence
that it was not in existence; but even if it were, it would
still be of no force in the church, as'it contravenes reve-
lations previously given to and accepted by the church,
and is therefore precluded from becoming a church tenet
by that clause of the church law before quoted, which de-
clares, “Neither shall any thing be appointed unto any of
this church contrary to the church covenants.”

13. It is known throughout the nation, and in many
parts of the old world, that there is an influential and
rapidly growing organization of Latter Day Saints, sepa-
rate and distinct from, and in this matter of polygamy,
in church polity, and in the relations of the church to
the government, entirely dissimilar. and opposed tc that

www.LatterDayTruth.org



22 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS,

which the Cuallom Bill requires Congress to legislate
upon. .

14.. This organization, known as the ‘‘Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,”” is now
being represented in Conference at Plano, Il by dele-
gates and visitors from many of the eastern, southern
and western states, from the Pacifi¢ states, the Terri-
tories, including Utah, and Great Britain. Your memo-
rialists are a committee appointed by this conference,
and as such, would respectfully present to their Kxcel-
lencies, the President and Vice-President of the United
States, and to each of the Honorable Members of the
Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assem-
bled, our views on the guestions bherein set forth, and .
accompany them with an abstract of the Faith of the
trae Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in rela-
tion to governments and laws in general as published in
1835 a,nd in-1845, and affirmed by the Reorganized Church
at as early a date as 1853 and again in 1864; which faith,

_as so aflirmed, is based upon the Bible, Booh of Mormon
and Doctrine and Covenants:

[Here was quoted in full Section 112 of the Book of
" Doctrine aud Covenants.]

15. We, your memorialists, regret that a necessity
exists for the faith of the Reorganized Church being pre-
sented in contradistinction to- that of other churches
claiming the same name that we bear; but there is so
manifest a tendency to confound the Reorganized Church
with the polygamic factions, that we deem it but just
that we be placed aright upon the record, theologically,
socially and morally, as well as politically.- We there-
fore respectfully submit the following:

[Here was inserted a copy of the “Epitome of Faith
and Doctrine of-the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints.”’]

16:% In-some States of the Union; the church has not
been wuhoub representatives for the past forty years, or
nearly, and in these churches neither .the themy‘ nor
practice of polygamy has .ever obtained. ~ The body
which your memorialists represent is mostly composed of
churches and members-scattered throughout the land
from Maine to California and: from Floridato Minnesota
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—all subscribing to the consmtutlon of the church—all
opposed to polygamy.

. In view of the foregoing facts, we, your memorial-
ists, would urge the validity of the claim of the Reorgan-
izeéd Church to be the Church of Latter Day Saints, and
in urging this claim, declare uoqualifiedly the faith of
the body your memorialists represent that, according to
the law of the church given under the presidency of
Joseph Smith, no body of people can be properly consid-
ered “The Church of ‘Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints”
but that body which recognizes the constitutional provi-
sions of the law under which the ehurch obtained an
existence; and as loyalty to the government and a mono-
gamic institution of marriage are absolutely and impera-
tively demanded by the law of the church, as necessary
to govern it in its political and social relations, we do
most fully, freely and unreservedly affirm that there is
nothing required by the law or polity of the church that
can rendeér its members violators of the laws of the land
in any of their legal provisions.

18, We, your memorialists, would therefore petition
that in the consideration of the questions of polygamy
and disloyalty, as affecting a body calling themselves the -
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, in the Ter-

ritory of Utah, the crimes of polygamy and disloyalty
" may not be made to stain the mantle of the pure faith of.
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, by such
official sanction and legislation of your honorable bodieg
as shall, in order to legalize the crimes of a few hundreds
of polygamists in Utah (many of whom we trust will yet
abandon their folly), enstamp with infamy and disloyalty
the faith of many thousands throughout the United
Btates, whose bold stand in the hour of the nation’s
tuals, whose integrity of purpose and life, whose loyalty
is unquestioned,—and whose faith is that of the Reorgan-
ized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. And
for the peace, prosperity and perpetuity of the Govern-
ment -your memorialists will ever pray.

JosgrH SMITH,

Arex. H. SMiTs, ’

Marx H. FOR%UTT Committee on Memorial,
Wau. W. Bramg,

Josiam EiLs,

Presented and read before the Annual General Confer-
ence of the Church of Jésus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
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held at Plano, Ills., on the 11th day of April, 1870, and
adopted by said conference.
Josera SmitH, President.
HeNrYy A. STEBBINS, 7.
WM. H. GARRETT, }OZ(Z’ILS.

No. 108. That this conference do appoint a committee
of six to prepare and present such resolutions to this con-.
ference as in their judgment may be deemed practicable
for the removing the fluancial disabilities now existing,
and providing a plan whereby the families of missiona-
ries may be supported, and means secured to- conduct the
work of the Lord.

Adopted April §, 1870.

No 109. That all presidents of quorums, and counsel-
ors to presidents of quorums, be set apart to their offices
by ordination.

No. 110. That the School of the Prophets be organlzed
ab as early a time as practicable.

Adopted April 9, 1870,

* No. 111,  That the law does not make it necessary for
high priests to preside over branches, although they have
the right to preside when chosen by the branch.

No. 112. That the Bishop shall publish in the Herald,
quarterly, an exhibit of all church moneys coming into
his hands, with the names of parties paying the same
(unless otherwise ordered), also a quarterly exhibit of all
moneys disbursed, to whom or for what purpose,—except
the namesof the poor.

Adopted April 11, 1870,

[Committee on Finance reported, and the following
concerning the Board of Publication was adopted]:—

No. 113. That the officers of the board be composed of
a President (who shall be the President of the church), a
Secretary; and a Treasurer, who shall give suitable bonds
for the faithful performance of his duties, such as shall
be agreed upon by the board. )

That said board have .the managément of the publica-
tion interesis-of the church, and shall publish quarterly
a statement of the financial condition of said board. i
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That the board be incorporated according to the laws
of the state of [llinois as the Board of Publication of the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

That the Board of Publication issue certificates of
« indebtedness in amounts of from five to fifty dollars
-each, said certificates to be redeemable within five years
from date of issue, and none to be payable in less than
-one year, after which time said certificates to draw legal
rate of interest of the state in which said certificate may
Jbe issued.

That all holders of said certificates as issued by the
Board of Publication may at their option after the term
-of one year from date, take up publications issued by
:said board to the amount in full of their certificates.

That an immediate contribution of one dollar per head
be asked by the board, of such as can possibly give it,
and that all presidents, whether of districts or branches,
bring this before their respective charges as early as pos:
sible.

Adopted April 12, 1870.

No. 114, - That this conference recognize the move-
‘ment being made in the Order of Enoch as a good one

No. 115. - That there.be appointed a Secretary of the
‘Church of J. C. of Ii. D. 8., whose duty it shail be tosign
all documents authorized by general provisions of Gen-
-eral Conference, to sign licenses and certificates issued by
the First Presidency, and to perform any and all other
“«duties coming properly within the province of an organ-
ized government,

No. 116. That Mark H. Forscutt be that secretary.

No. 117. That all presidents and clerks of quorums be
authorized to issue licenses to the members of their re-
spective quorums, and that the President and Secretary
of the Church be authorized to issue licenses to the gen-
eral officers of the church.

No. 118, That all branches of the church should have
all the names of their -members on the General Church
Record, and that all the.district conferences should at-
tend to this duty in connection with the branches.

Adopted April 6, 1871.

No. 119. That we receive and approve of all reports
Mot objected to, without further motion.

www.LatterDayTruth.org



26 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS. .

Adopted April 8, 1871.

No. 120. That the members of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints shall not be counted in good -
standing who will contract debts without a fair prospect
of being able to pay the same.

No. 121." That it is understood by the reading of par.
4, Sec. 72, B. of C., that all persons removing are enjoined
in every 1nstance to take with them certificates of their
standing from the church where they had previously
resided.

Adopted April 10, 1871.

No. '122. That this conference send cut no elders to
labor or represent this church except they are out of
debt, or make satisfaction with their creditors, and this
to be a precedent to act upon in the future.

No. 123. - That the bishops have no right to take ac-
counts from elders who have collected monéy as tithing,
and have used the same without being authorized by the
bishops to do so. .

No.-124. . That this conference considers it very im-
proper for branches to ordain men not belouging to-their
branch or district, and more especially when it is done
without the knowledge or consent of the branch to which
they belong, and that we hereby condemn all such action
as unwise, and request all churches to be governed by
the spirit of this resolution in the matter of ordinations

. in the future.

No: 125.. That an appeal from the decision of a branch
to-a:quarterly district conference of which said branch
forms a parf, is'proper, and should be had previous to an
appeal to the High Council, and that such appeal gives
the district conference the right to examine, and, if nec-
essary, to re-try all questions that may be so appealed.

No. 126.° That this conference proceed to appoint a
Publishing Committee of fiverto carry on the printing
and publishing department, and. that this committee
shall proceed to organize and commence business as
speedily as possible, according to the law of the State of
Illinois.

No. 127..  That the first resolution of last Annuai Cone
ference as touching the officers of the Board of Publica-
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tion be amended by striking out the clause in parenthesis,
““who shall be the President of the church,’”” leaving the
board to elect its own president.

That the resolution as amended be affirmed.

No. 128. That as the Sunday school cause forms an
important-feature in the great work of the last days, the
officers and teachers thereof are.hereby sustained in their
calling to care for the lambs of Israel’s fold.

Adopted September 22, 1871.

No.'129. That this conference appoint and authorize a
committee on music to compile a tune book for the use
of the church, adapted to the hymns and anthems in the
Saints’ Harp; that said committee consist of members, to
be nominated by the President of this conference, who
shall collect or write music, and forward it to the presi-
dent of the committee; that two years from the date of

_their appointment shall be given for the compilation of
the work; that the money expended for music paper, post-
agestamps, and necessary stationery, for the carrying out
of this resolution, not exceeding $50, be advanced by the
Bishop from the general church funds, and refurned
from the sales of books; that the committee report prog=
ress through its president at each General Conference
until the work be completed; and that it then be at the
disposal of the Publishing Commitiee of the churech, or

“the next ensuing General Conference. ‘

Adopted Septefnber 23, 1871,

No. 180. That this conference does hereby reaffirm the
decree of the Grand Council held at Kirtland, Ohio, in
1885, Joseph Smith, jr.. presiding. which council asserted
the exclusive jurisdiction of all branches, regarding thé
right to labor only by permission Wthlll Lhelr own recog=-
nized limits.

No, 131. That all baptisms, confirmations, ordinations,
and blessings, which may be attended to in this district,
outside of branches; should be reported to the next
ensuing district conference thereafter, so they may be
recorded in the General Church Record. [Presented by
Northern Illinois district and adopted. ] i

No.: 132, That in the opinion of this conférence the
law of the Lord does not authorize the administration of
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the ordinance for the healing of the sick to be performed
by any person in the church, except those holding the
Melchisedec priesthood, and that any efficer teaching
otherwise should be and is hereby reproved and
instructed to teach only what the word of God com-
mands according to the spirit and letter of the passage.
“Is any sick among you, let him call for the ELDERS of
the chuarch.

No. 133, That when a person, already a member of
the church, is baptized to satisfy the demands of his
conscience, or because of informality in the first baptism,
his membership and his priesthood, if he hold any
priesthood, should be again confirmed upon him by the
laying on of hands.

No. 134. Whereas a diversity of opinion exists among
the spiritual anthorities of the church in relation to a
resolution which passed at the Annual Conference of’
1869, which reads: :

““Resolved, That it is not the true policy of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, that the Twelve
shall ‘control the funds of the church in the hands of the
Bishop, but that the Bishop shall be amenable to the’
General Corferenee alone;’’ it is hereby Resolved, That
this conference reconsider that resolution. .

Resolved, That the resolution of General Annual Con-
ference of 1869, respecting the authority of the Twelve,
in relation to tithing, be and is hereby repealed.

No. 135. That this conference does hereby affirm the
Appendix to the Epistle of the Quorum of the Twelve,
given October 7, 1861, which reads: “In order to place
the church in a position to carry on the promulgation of
the gospel, and as a means of fulfilling the law, the
Twelve will. take measures in connection. with the
Bishop, to execute the law of tithing; and let them
before God see to it, that the temporal means so obtained
is truly used for the purposes of the church, and not as a
weapon of power in the hands of one man for the oppres-
sion of others, or for the purposes of self-aggrandizement
by anyone, be he whomsoever -he may be. As I live,
saith the Lord, in the manner ye execute this matter, 50
shall ye'be judged in the day of judgment,’”” and recom-
mend to the Twelve and Presiding Bishop the issuing of
such instructions as they may deem proper for the more
perfect execution of this law,
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Adopted April 8, 1872.

No. 136. That all questions for the consideration of
couference be presented in writing, except permissive
questions, motions for adjournment, motions determia-
ing the order of business,cor motions calling the question.

No. 137. That this conference does hereby request
every branch of the church throughout the world to for-
ward to the General Church Secretary an Annual Report,
on-or near the 31st of December of each year, embracing
all- the items required by the Secretary for each year,
from January 1 to December 31 inclusive.

Adopted April 9, 1872,

No. 1387 That the church adopt the order taught by
the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 16: 1, 2, *“Now concern-
ing the collection for the saints, as I have given order to
the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. - Upon the first
day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store,
as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings
when I come;” and in the Book of Covenants, sec. 59,
par. 2, “Remember that on this, the Lord’s day, thou
shalt 6ffer thine oblations, and thy sacraments, unto. the
Most High, confessing thy sins unto thy brethren, and
before the Lord,” to raise moneys for Tegitimate church
purposes. And that, whereas we, the elders in General
Conference assembled, believe that the church should
put forth a greater effort, financially, than in the past,
thegefore be it resolved, That we consider it to be the
duty of the presiding officers.of missions, districts, and
branches to-teach the law of tithing and freewill offer-
ings, presidents of branches to act as the Bishop’s agents:
in coliecting and disbursing’ such tithing and offerings,
keeping an account of all moneys received and forward-
ing the same to the Bishop to carry on the work of the
ministry, etc.

Adopted April 9, 1872.

No. 139.. That in the event of any suitable and effec-
tive minister desiring a foreign mission at any time when
General Conference is not in session, the First Presidency
or the Quorum of the Twelve are hereby authorized to
grant them letters of appointment, the pérsons so ap-
pointed to report to and labor under the direction of the
president of the mission where they may go.
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No. 140. That in consequence of the appointment of .
Bro. Mark H. Forscutt to the presidency of the Hnglish
mission, he be released from the secretaryship of the
¢hurch.

No.141. That Bro. Henry Goodcell, Jr.; of California,
be appointed to succeed Bro. Mark H. Forscutt as Gen-
eral Church Secretary.

- Adopted September 14, 1872.

No. 142. That a Utah Chapel Fund be established, and
that contributions be - solicited thereto, and Lhm, the
erection of a suitable building be authorized, said build-
ing to be erected as soon as practicable. That the presi-
dents of branches be requested to take up collections
immediately for the Utah Chapel FFund, and remit the
same to Bishop I. 1.. Rogers, and continue to do 50 until
a sufficient amount be obtained.

Adopted September 14, 15, 1872.

No. 143. The original Articles of Incorporation of the
Church under the laws of the State of Illinois, were
adopted.

[They are omitted here, because of" their length, and
having been published formerly in pamphlet form, and
because superseded by the Articles of Association adopted
April 10and June 6, 1881; see Rules of Order and Debate,
chapter 17.]

Adopted April 9 1&’73

No. 144. That the two quartellv reports of the Blshop,

made between the General Conferences. be considered
his semiannual réport. to said conference, and that all
resolutions or parts of resolutions conflicting with this
resolution, be and are hereby repealed.

No. 145. Whereas, The String Prairie and Nauvoo
district conference has at its last session; as published in
the Herald, adopted a resolution expressive of their
opinion, to the effect, that none had aler’a. right to vote
on- the business before the body except the elders, or Mel-
chisedek priesthood; and whereas, The General Confer-
ence of-1868, resolved, and decided affirmatively, *“That

all private members, maIe and female, have a rmhu to
vm;e upon all questions that may be bzounht before the
General Conference;’” it is hereby
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Resolved, That this conference considers the action of
the String Prairie and Nauvoo district conference, on the
suffrage question, premature, and disrespectful to the en-
$ire body, and that said conference is hereby respectfully
requested to reconsider and rescind said resolution at
their next quarterly conference session.

Adopted April 10, 1873.

No. 146, That in the opinion of this conference, the
organization of a quorum of elders in foreign lands is im-
practicable, impolitic and unwarranted in'the law of God.
" That the names of all elders in foreign lands should be
enrolled in quorums in the land of Zion. -

Adopted April 11, 1873,

No. 147. - That the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
travel and labor in the ministry of the gospel, severally,
as directed by that quorum, under the direction of the
First Presidency, according to the revelations of God.

No. 148, That the mission which now includes all the
Southern States, be divided into at least two: depart-
ments, one to be known as the Southeastern Mission,
bounded on the north by the Ohio river and West Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania; south by Gulf of Mexico; east by
the Atlantic ocean, and west by Mississippi river.. The
other, bounded north by Missouri and Kansas; south by
the gulf of Mexico; east by the Mississippi river; west by
Mexico ‘and Colorado territory, to be called the South-
western Mission.

Adopted April 12, 1873,

No. 149, That. Schuyler county, Missouri, be added
with Clark and Scotland counties to the Shrmo' Prairie
and Nauvoo district.

No. 150. That the Quorum of Seventy travel in the
ministry and labor under .the direction of ‘the Traveling
High Council, according to the law of God.

No. 151. The high priests.after the order of the Mel-
- thisedek priesthood have a right to officiate in their own
standing, under the direction of the Presidency, in ad-
ministering spiritual things.

No. 152. That high priests, when traveling in the-min-
istry, are subject to the direction of the Traveling Hwh
Council.
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No. 153. That this conference accept and sustain
Flder Joseph Smith as President of the High Priesthood
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, by
virtue of which office he is Prophet, Seer, and Revelator
to the church.

Adopted September 5, 1873.

No. 154. [The resignation of Bro. Henry Goodcell as
Church Secretary was accepted and he was released. ]

Adopted September 6, 1873.

No. 155. That this conference order that the First
Presidency and the Twelve, the Bishop and his counsel-
‘ors, take steps to furnish for the church, suitable tracts
for distribution, both in America and in foreign lands;
and that the expenses thereof be defrayed by the Bishop.

No. 156. That the Emigration Fund, now in the hands
of the Bishop, be turned over to the general fund of the
church, subject to draft as per resolution creating the
fund, when it shall be required.

Adopted April 7, 1874,
No. 157.  That Utah, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and
COolorado be stricken off the Pacific Slope Mission and
consbitute a separate mission to be known as the Utah -

Mission. (In April, 1880, the name was changed to the
Rocky Mountain Mission.)
Adopted April 8, 1874.

No. 158. That should the brethren of the church in
Wales deem it wise to publish a. periodical to ecirculate:
among those speaking the Welsh tongue, we shall feel it
to be a proper duty to give such periodical what support
we may do legitimately, without involving the church
pecuniarily.

No. 159.. Elder Henry A. Stebbins was unanimously‘
chosen tothe office of Church Recorder.

No. 160. That the elders of the Quorum of Seventy
use all practicable means to be at liberty to labor in their -
calling, and that the tithing fund, as far as practicable,
be applied for the sustaining of-their families while in
the field. )

.. No. 161, On motion . . . Bro. John Scott was chosen
Church Librarian. -
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No. 162. That hereafter all motions offered to the
house shall be pus in writing, with the name of the
mover, except such as are privileged questions.

No. 163. A committee of three was appointed to draft
a style and form of Church Seal.

On the same day the committee reported a design for
the Church Seal, with legend, date, and motto as follows:

‘“‘Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints.” Emblem, a lion and a lamb lying down at rest.
Motto, ‘Peace.’ ‘Incorporated 1872”7 The report was
adopted, and the committee empowered to purchase the
seal. ‘

Adopted April 9, 1874.

No. 164. Whereas, The Committee on Tractsappointed
by the Semiannual Conference finds its labors restricted
by the absence of some portion of its number; and
whereas it is desirable and necessary that the tracts con-
templated by the appointment of said committee be put
in print as soon as possible; therefore be it

Resolved, That said committee be continued; and that
by and with the consent of its own members, be
empowered to act by any number that they may decide
upon, as a sub-committee, to examine, revise, and pre-
pare for the press any and all manuscripts, tracts, and
writings now in their hands, or that may hereafter be
written or offered to them in pursuance of the resolution
by which they were appointed; and that said committee
be requested to bring their labors to an early and
effectual conclusion, as contemplated by their appoint-
ment.

Adopted April 10, 1874.

No. 165. Whereas, There is a great necessity for a
history of the rise and progress of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, in order that all who desire
can have correct and suitable information in relation to
said charch; therefore, be it

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by
this conference to collate, write, compile, and edit said
history at an early date as practicable.

No. 166. That we recognize the necessity of a call for
a General Assembly of-all the guorums of the church
authorities, so far as practicable, and we refer this matter
to the President of the Church, praying. that the Lord
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may direct respecting the proper time and place for said
meeting. We further believe that the President has a
right to call the meeting contemplated in this resolution,

Adopted April 11, 1874,

No. 167. That the Board of Publication be and are
hereby empowered to purchase all books as are deemed
necessary for church purposes, the same to be paid by
the church, and such purchases not to exceed seventy-
five dollars per annum.

No. 168. That in distinguishing between official and
non-official members, the term ‘lay’”’ member be not used.

No. 169, That until a Church Secretary be appointed,
the Church Recorder be authorized to act, ex officio, in
case occasion so require.

Adopted April 8, 1875.

No. 170, ' That the Church Recorder be Church Sec-
retary also.

Adopted April 10, 1875.

No. 171. That it is the opinion of this assembly that
the gospel is to be offered to all mankind, irrespective of
golor, nationalify, sex, or condition in life; ~and that
elders in Christ are not justifled in making, or insisting
on being made, any separation in church privileges, wor-
ship or sacrament, other than is made in the church
articles and revelations in regard to ministerial ordina-
tions and labor; and that we advise all officers of the
church to be governed by the spirit and tenor of this
teaching and this resolution.

No. 172. Whereas, Believing that the bread and wine
used at the sacrament are simply blessed for the use of
those who at the time, and with'an understanding of its
purpose, partake of it, in no way relating to its subse-
gquent use, therefore be it

Resolved That we rescind a former. resolution of Gen-
eral’ Conference making ‘necessary the 'passing of the
bread until all be taken.

No. 173. -That it is the duty of the Quorum of the
Twelve to take charge of all important missions, espe-
cially those to foreign countries.
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No. 174. That the law of tithing is binding upon the
church in its scattered condition.

No. 175.  That in the opinion of this body, this church
has no right to subvert the liberties of its members by
prohibiting their membership with what is known as “a
secret society,” unless such society shall first be con-
demned by either a decision of the General Assembly of
the church, or by the law of the land.

Adopted April 9 and 10, 1875.

No. 176. Whereas, The impression seems to be gaining
ground, and it is believed that this impression results
from the prevalence of the spiritof the gathering, that the
circumstances of the country and the condition of the
church indicate that the time is come that there should
be a gathering of the Saints into a more centralized con-
dition, and that such centralization is demanded by the
necessities of the church and the genius of the latter-day
work; and

‘Whereas, The. spiritual condition is favorable to such
gathering; and Whereas, Such a gathering contemplates
the centralizing of the chief authorities of the church-at:
as early a day as practicable, in order to the more’
effectual work of the ministry, and building up of the
Church of Christ and the locating of the “*Publishing De-
partment,”” press and fixtures within the limits of such
gathering place; therefore, be it )

Resolved, That a standing committee of five be ap-
pointed by this conference, whose duty it shall be to
select and make such location as is contemplated in the: .
foregoing preamble, and arrange for and effect the pur-
-chase of lands, locate a town site, and perform such other
acts as are consistent with the making of such locations,
and consummating such purchases; and that said com-
mittee make report of their labors to-a General Confer-
ence of the ¢church at as early a-time-as they shall deem
prudent. ) :

Adopted September 10, 1875.

No. 177, That Bren. P. Cadwell, H. J. Hudson and J.
‘W. Briggs are hereby appointed a committee to draft'a
petition for the consideration of this conference, asking
Congress to inaugurate more decisive measures in the
suppression of misrale and tyranny in Utah, embody-
ing such statements of fact and.documentary évidence
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as the interests of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints demand; that the world may be
warranted in believing that Mormonism does not endorse
nor favor in any degree the criminal policy of Brigham
Young and assistants; and further, that we request the
press of the United States to keep the matter before the
public continually, and to make such statements as are
due us as a corporate body, desiring the welfare of our
beloved country, and the just and supreme administra-
tion of the laws thereof.

Committee Report Adopted April 12, 1876. -

No. 178. Report of the Committee on Memorial to
Congress being called for, Bro. Jason W. Briggs verbally
reported that after it had been approved by the First
Presidency it had been sent to the member from this
congressional district, the Hon. Alexander Campbell, and
his reply was read:

House of Representatives. WasmiveTow, D. C.,
March 2, 1876.

Klder J.” W. Briggs, Plano, Illinois, Dear Sir:—Your
letter, petition and Memorial reached me in due course
of the mails, and were this day referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary. They would have been presented
when they came to hand, but I was in doubt as to
whether they should be referred to Committee on Territo-
ries or on the Judiciary. I called ou Mr. Page this morn-
ing and learned from him that his bill was referred to
the Judieiary Com., consequently I had the Memorial,
&ce. sent to that Com. which hope will be satisfactory.

T am very truly yours,
A. CAMPBELL,

Also the following:

Extract from the C'ongresszonal Globe for March 3, 1876:

Presented by Mr. Campbell. Memorial of the Reorgan-
ized Church -of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, in
Conference assembled at Council Bluffs, Iowa, that more
decisive measures be inaugurated in the suppression of
alleged misrule and tyranny in Utah, referred to the
Committee-on the Judiciary.

Conference accepted the reporb and - dxsoha,rged the
gommittee,

MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS,

From a Committee of the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of L'\,Lter Day Saints, petitioning Congress-to
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{naugurate more decisive measures in the suppression of
misrule and tyranny in Utah: setting forth, with docu-
mentary evidence, that the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints does in no wise favor the criminal
policy of Brigham Young, etc., etc., etc.

To their Excellencies, the President and Vice Presi-
dent; and the Honorable Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, of the United States, in Congress Assembled:—

At the Semiannual Conference of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, held at
Council Bluffs, Iowa, on the eighth day of September,
1875, the following resolution was adopted:—

Resolved, That Phineas Cadwell, H. J, Hudson and

Jason W. Briggs be hereby appointed a committee to
draft a petition for the consideration of this conference
asking Congress to inaugurate more decisive measures in
the suppression of misrule and tyranny in Utah, embody-
ing such statements of fact and documentary evidence a8
the interests of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints demand; that the world may be
warranted in believing that “Mormonism’ does: not
endorse nor favor in any degree the criminal policy of
Brigham Young and assistants, and further that we
request the press of the United States to keep the matter
before the public continually, and make such statements
that are due us a corporate body, which desires the wel-
fare of our beloved country and the just and supreme
administration of the laws thereof.
"~ The committee to whom was referred the foregoing
resolution, would most respectfully present for your con-
sideration, ‘and action, the necessity for ‘‘Congress to
inaugurate more decisive measures in the suppression of
misrule and tyranny in Utah.”” ~That there is a distine-
tive line of demarcation between the tenets and practices
of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, under the leadership of Joseph Smith, and those
under the leadership of Brigham Young, in. Utah, has
been fully set forth before your honorable bedy in a
former memorial, and presented to the Senate of the
United States by the Hon. Lyman Trumbull, May 5, 1870,
and was referred to the Committee on Terrltones

Your Memorialists do not deem it necessary to reca-
pitulate those doctrines at this time; but in brief, would
say that in. Utah, “doctrines are held and practiced
which are at variance with the proper usages.of civilized
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nations, and opposed to the law of our common country;’”
whilst on the other hand, ““we do most fully, freely, and
unreservedly affirm, that there is nothing required by
the law or polity of the church, that can render its mem-
bers violators of the laws of the land in any of theip
legal provisions.”

‘We would respectfully represent that from our knowl-
edge of the teachings and practices of the leaders of the
Utah Church organization, it is opposed to all free gov-
ernments, and especially to the government of the
United States; in proof of which we refer to the follow-
ing declarations from their leading men, a,nd published
by themselves: —

“Our ecciesiastical government is the government of
heaven, and incorporates all governments in earth and
hell. It is the fountain, the mainspring. the source of
all light, power and governments that ever did, or ever
will eYAsL It cireumscribes the governments of this
world.”’—Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, vol. 7,
p. 141.

“The km«rdom of God is an order of government estab-
lished by divine authority. It is the only legal govern-
ment that can exist in- any part of the universe. All
other governments are illegal and unavthorized—any
people attempting to govern themselves by laws of their
own making and by officers of their own appuintment are
in direct rebellion against the kingdom of God.”’—Orson
Pratt’s Kingdom of God, part 1, page 1.

And in accordance with the above teachmvs the gov-
ernment of the United States is considered xlleﬂal and
in Utah, an intruder. In proof of which, we refer to'the
forcible resistance to. the entry of Um’bed States troops
and federal officers, and the obstacles thrown in the way
of the:Federal Courts, and the constant evasion of the
United States law.

We further represent, that in accordance Wlbh the
foregoing statement of belief respecting all governments,
(except their own), being illegal; it is held, that oaths
administered by officers of such courts, or governments,
are not binding upon jurors, or witnesses; and:-to this
may be attributed the well. known fact that not -one
criminal in fellowship with that “‘Ecclesiastical govern-
ment,”” in Utah, has ever been found guilty and punished
by jurors in bhe same fellowship, however clear the evi-
dence has been; and that it is the cherished design, and
hope of these leaders, to throw off, ‘what they call the
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shackles of the United States; and to this end they urge
the emigration to Utah of all their adherents, which are
mainly of foreign birth,and from the humbler class; who,
on arriving in Utah, are sent into the far off settlements,
that they may not come in contact with any who enter-
tain other views. The results are, that communities are
forming, and the young are growing up, all over the
Territory, with just such sentiments respeeting the gov-
ernments as " its sworn enemies and haters inculcate,
And, while no Territorial Statute law exists in Utah
regulating marriage, there do exist Territorial laws
respecting property; which, by the ruling of the Probate
Courts, places the wives of Utah, and their children,
upon a level with mistresses and their illegitimate chil-
dren; and, under certain circumstances, discriminating
in favor of the latter, against the former; the design of
which, is apparent; viz., to disarm and discourage the
wife, and protect polygamy. Further; that the mail
service is praoctically abridged to publishers of newspa-
pers and periodicals opposed to this Polygamous Oligar-
chy, at some Post-Offices through which it is impossible
to transmit such mail matter, with regularity and cer-
tainty; pre-eminent among them, is the Post-Office at
Ogden,

We, your memorialists, while representing the Reorgan-
ized Church of Jesus Christof Latter Day Saints, through-
out the United States; we, also, represent those members
of the said church now resident in Utah, which con-
stitutes no inconsiderable part of the population of that
Territory, as before stated, in common with those of
other sects, and of no sect; have felt, and still feel, the
pernicious effects of this unwarranted and wunnatural
union of Church and State, sought to be forced upon us
by an Oligarchy of Priests; who, declaring against human
governments, assume to be -the government of God, and
rule the legislature and territorial courts, to the detri-
ment of all'law-abiding citizens.

We ask on the part of (Congress) your Honorable Body:

TFirstly;—An examination of the Statutes of Utah; and
the disapproval of all such enactments as are incon-
sistent with the Constitution and laws of the United
States, justice and republicanism in its true sense.

Secondly;—To provide for the untrammeled exercise of
the right of franchise, by disallowing the present practice
of so marking the ballot, and numbering the votes as to
show how eaclr votes.
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Thirdly;—To so amend the jury law,as to exclude from
the jury box, such as are confederates with criminals on
trial; this would, among other results, throw open to
actual settlers thousands of acres of land now fradulently
held by Brigham Young, and others of the ruling Oligar-
¢hy in Utah.

Fourthly;—The placing of the Post Offices in the hands
of persons who recognize the authority of the govern-
ment, and the sanctity of the oath of office.

And we further implore Congress to apply the needed
remedy for the ‘‘suppression of misrule and tyranny in
Utah,” and thus bring to justice criminals of every char-
acter; as Congress has the unquestioned power to legis-
late over the Territories.

And for the peace, prosperity, and perpetuity of the
Government of the United States of America, we, your
memorialists, will ever pray.

P. CADWELIL,
H. J. HupsoxN, + Commitiee.
J. W. Briaas,

Adopted September 10, 1875.

No. 179. That the Board of Publication be authorized
to furnish Heralds and Hopes for the European Mission at
the cost of publication.

That said bills be referred to the Bishopric for adjust-
ment and payment in the future.

No. 180. ‘That each orgabized district of the church
and each branch not in an organized distriet, throughout
the world, be requested to make out an annual statistical
report, covering and designating all changes up to the
last day of each year.

Adopted September 11, 1875.

No. 181. That until it shall be otherwise decided by
revelation or act of a General Assembly, the ordination
of seventies prior to April, 1873, shall be held as legal,
and those so ordained authorized to act as such officers;
but that this action does not warrant the further ordina-
tions of seventies except as provided by the rules and
precedents of the April session of 1873; and further that
it be ordered that the secretary of the quorum record the
names and issue license to those seventies acting under
the ordination referred to in the reorganization.
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Adopted April 6, 1876.

No. 182. That said book be adopted as a manual of
practice and Rules of Order and Debate to govern the
“legislative assemblies of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints.

Adopted April 8, 1876.

No. 183. Whereas, The members of the church have
not sufficiently responded to the call of the Locating
Committee in furnishing the means adequate for the
purchase of land for the location of the press, and the
gathering together more closely the spiritual authorities
-of the church; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the report be accepted, [except that
poetion which relates of the appointment of another com-
mittee,] and that the moneys already in the hands of the
committee be refunded.

Adopted April 10, 1876.

No, 184, Whereas, The Articles of Incorporation of
the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints locate the present business center of the church at
Plano, Illinois, and,

Whereas Provisions are made in said Articles of Incor-
poration for the changing of said business center to some
other place; and,—

Whereas;, We believe that upon grounds of economy,
convenience, the common good, and-a wise reference to
the coming wants of the church, such change should be
made at an early day;

Therefore be it Resolved, That this conference does
hereby recommend that active steps be taken by those
having the matter-in charge, to make such change, at
such time, and to such place, as they in their wisdom
may think best.

Adopted April 11; 1876.

No. 185. Whereas, Much unpleasantness has occurred
through members leaving one branch and: joining
another without a Certificate of Membership; therefore,
“be.it,

Resolved That members leaving one branch, shall not
be perm]tted to join another withouf a certificate of
membership.
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Adopted April 12, 1876.

No. 186. That this conference look with favor upon
the effort to build a chapel, as a house of worship, in
Salt Lake City, when found practicable, and that we will
encourage its erection.

No. 187. Whereas, The conferences in the past have
affirmed that there is at present no place of gathering,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That any elder teaching contrary to the
regolutions of General Conference is censurable.

Adopted October 7, 1876,

No. 188. That the practice of citing members to trial,
on their church membership, through the Herald, be dis-
continued.

Adopted-October 9, 1876.

No. 189. That the action of the session of April; 1870,
be amended by making the meetings of the Board of
Publication - half-yearly instead of quarterly, and by
inserting the word ‘‘may’” before the word ‘‘issue,”” in
regard to certificates of indebtedness authorized. [Sub-
stance of action on committee reports. ]

No. 190, Whereas, The Committee on Music has
repeatedly failed to report to the General Conference;
and, whereas, it is important that the work assigned
them be performed, therefore it is hereby resolved, That
the present committee be released from further duty.

No. 191, That this conference reaffirm a resolution
passed by the Annual Conference of 1871, touching the
Sunday school cause, which reads, That the: Sunday
school cause forms an important feature in the work of
the last days, and the-officers and teachers thereof are
hereby sustained; and furthermore it is hereby

Resolved, That we request the presidents of branches,
throughout the world, to use their utmost endeavors to
organize Sunday schools in their respective branches, and
to make reports to their several district conferencesof
the condition and progress of said schools; and that dis-
tricts make reports to the Annual Conference; and that
presidents of districts and the traveling ministry be also
requested to use their influence to establish and sustain
Sunday schools.
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No. 192. That this conference reaffirm the resolution
passed at the Semiannual conference of 1875, .. . that the
districts and scattered branches make statistical reports.
but once a year; the resolution, hereby reaflirmed, reading
as follows: Resolved, That each organized district of the
church, and each branch not in an organized district,
throughout the world, be and are hereby reguested to
make out regularly full annual statistical reports, cover-
ing and designating all changes up to the last day of each
year.

No. 193. That a Committee on Music be now ap- -
pointed, and that M. H. Forscutt be the chairman
thereof, with power to choose two assistants.

No. 194. That the Bishop be, and hereby is, instructed
to report to the General Conference whether the neces-
sary measures have been taken to have the title of the
Kirtland Temple transferred to the church corporation,
as provided for in Article six of the Articles of Incorpora,-
tion of the church.

Adopted April 7, 1877,

No. 195. That the Bishop be, and is hereby instructed
to pay all moneys now in his hands for the Utah Chapel
to the present building committee, on their order.

Adopted April 9, 1877.

No. 196. That the committee, who have labored so-
diligently in this matter, complete the Tune Book, and
submit the same to the Board of Publication for their
further investigation before publishing the same. . That
when the Board of Publication have determined upon
what form they will publish the Tune Book they will give-
notice through the columns of the Herald. i

Adopted April 10, 1877,

No. 197. That this.conference request the  Board of
Publication to issue in pamphlet form the article written
by Bro. W. H. Kelley, and published, some time since, in
the Herald, entitled **Presidency and Priesthood,’ subject
to revision by Bro. W. H. Kelley, if desired.

No. 198. Whereas, ‘B. Winchester’s “Synopsis of the
Holy Scriptures’” has proven a benefit to many in the
search of truth, therefore be it

www.LatterDayTruth:org



44 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed: to
¢onsider the advisability and practicability of republish-
ing said Synopsis or a revision of it, or a similar one, and
report at this or the next General Conference.

Adopted April 11, 1877,

No. 199. Whereas, The General Conferences have the
power to authorize the organization of quorums, Re-
solved, therefore, That said conferences have the power,
and the right also, to authorize such changes or transfers
of the members of such quorums as the interests of the
church may demand.

No. 200. That hereafter the Bishop be requested to in-
gorporate with his annual reports a list of all real estate
deeded to the church from time to time,

Adopted April 12, 1877,

No. 201. The Presidency presented their replies to the
matters referred to them yesterday.

First one read:—

To the Brethren in Conference Assembled:—Whereas,
A certain elder and priest having been ordained by an
elder whom they subsequently thought to be an wun-
worthy man at the time of said ordination, and feeling
dissatisfied with their ordinations and their usefulness in
the church being impaired thereby, they have requested
me to present to the General Conference such questions
as would cause such action to be taken-as shall remove
from their minds the present doubts regarding the
validity of said ordinations, all of which is respectfully
submitted. Signed, J. 8. PATTERSON.

To the Conference of the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, in Session at Plano, Illinois:
—The Presidency to whom the question couched in the
affixed paper, referred by you on yesterday, submit:

‘We decidé that the legality of the ordinations referred
to-is not affected by the subsequent feelings of the parties
'so ordained; but, in order that unanimity of feeling and
action may be obtained, we deem it proper, or permissie
ble, that such ordinations may be.reconferred by the dis
rection and action of the branch, or district conferences
to which the parties belong, a record of such reconfer-
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ring of authority by reordination to be kept by the
branch or district.,
Respectfully submitted,
%S%HB@{;B’ %Of the Presidency.
Pravo, I, April 12, 1877. ’
Upon motion the report and recommendations were
adopted.

No. 202, The following was read:

Whereas, I have been informed by the pre51dent of the
London (Canada) branch, that two elders (at a time when
they were silenced) did profess to have received revela.
tion commanding or instructing them to seal up to eternal
life a young sister of said branch, which command they did
put into operation by performing something like an ordi-
nance, we therefore present this paper to the conference,
desiring that the matter be investigated, as to the nature
of the ordinance, and also as to the rights of elders ta
perform such ordinances, if such there be in the church,

Signed, JouN 8. PATTERSON.

To the Conference of the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, in Session at Plano, Illinois:
—The TFirst Presidency, to whom your honorable body

referred the question respecting ‘‘sealing unto eternal

life,” propounded in the paper attached hereto submis
the following in reply:

‘We know of no law of the church creating or authoriz-
ing ‘“‘sealing up to eternal life,” as an ordinance; other
than such sealing as may be found in the “laying on of
hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost,” in confirming
members into the church. We therefore decide: that
such persons as may have performed a rite supposed to
be one of ‘‘sealing unto life,” as an ordinance of the
church, have erred, but such error is not of such a -
nature as to become a crime against the law governing
the church, as the fact of such ‘“‘sealing up unto eternal
life” cannot be determined as to its truth, or falsity, ex-
cept at the judgment day, when the acts of all are to ap-
pear for arbitration and decision; therefore the act of
those men referred to in the inquiry submitted to us, and
of which complaint is made, is not such an act as de-
mands official inquiry and condemnation.

While this is our decision, we decide, while there is no.
ordinance of the kind referred to known to the law, the
written law of the church, it is therefore of the things of
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the unwritten law, if the right exists at all to seal up
unto eternal life, other than in confirmation by the laying
on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, the perform-
ance ofsuch an ordinance, or the solemnizing of such a
rite is- of doubtful propriety, and should in no case be
done except upon unqualified directions of the Spiris.
Further, that elders should not teach, nor practice such
rites as a rule of the church.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

{g;f%’;“gﬂ; Lot the First Presidency,
Done at Pravo, Illinois, April 12, 1877,

Resolved, That the conference adopt said report aa the
voice of the body.

Adopted September 22, 1877,

No. 203. Whereas, We believe that the History of
Joseph Smith, as contained in the ZT%mes and Seasons, and
in other publications of the church, should be revised
and published by the Reorganized Church in book form,
therefore be it resolved, That a committee be appointed
to prepare it for publication. [Substavce of item re-
ported by the Board of Publication and adopted.]

Adopted April 8, 1878,

No. 204. "That the report [of the Music. Committee]
be received and the committee discharged, with instruc-
tions that all matter in their hands belonging to the
church be turned over to the Bishop.

Adopted April 9, 1878,

" No. 205, That the report of the committee on Win-
chester’s Synopsis ‘be referred to the Board of Publica-
tion, with instructions to revise and enlarge in such
manner as will best serve the use of the -church, and that
they publish the same when practicable, in the name of
the church.

Adopted April 10, 1878,

No. 206. That those having charge of church property
be required to value the same and forward to the Bishop
the report of such valuation, and that all property not
yet deeded to the church, as given in the Bishop’s report,
be alike valued, and proper deeds made, as provided in
the church articles.
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Adopted April 11, 1878,

No. 207. That section 159, chapter 13, Book of Rules,
be-affirmed by this conference, as the proper construction
$t0 be put upon the church law respecting the powers of
Elders’ Courts, as statéed therein, and that we enjoin its
observance.

Adopted April 12, 1878

No. 208. That the Bishop, the legal trustee of the
church, be authorized and instructed by this conference
to take the proper steps to secure the church in its rights
to said property [Kirtland temple].

Adopted April 13, 1878,

No. 209. That at the present time or hereafter, the
First Presidency be excused from sitting on committees,
if 8o desired by them.

Adopted September 11, 1878,

No. 210.. That the law of tithing as given in the reve-.
lation of 1838, and referred to in the revelation of 1861, is
applicable to the church in its present condition, and
should be observed,

No. 211, That the building of houses of worshlp in the
various branches of the church is in keeping with the
law, and an excellent aid to the preaching of the word.

No. 212. That ol baptisms, in order to be legal, must
be done by both the administrator and the candidate
going down into. the water, according to the instructions
in the Bible, Book of Mormon and Doctrine and Cove-
nants; and if there are any now numbered with the
church who have received the ordinance with-any less
than the above requirements, that they are hereby re-
quired to receive the administration of the ordinance in
the above form.

Adopted September 13, 1878.

No. 213.  That the Music Committee (Brn, M. H. Fors-
cutt, N. W. Smith, and J. T. Kinnaman, discharged last
April) be reappointed, with Bro. 8. I. Smith added to the
number, and that we recommend that thework be given
to the public at as early a day as practicable; Further,
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That said committee are requested to report to the Board
of Publication their work and its accomplishment as
early as practicable, the committee being authorized to
retain the books and documents in their hands. [State-
ment of substance of committee report adopted.]

No. 214." That this body, representing the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, does hereby
authoritatively indorse the Holy Scriptures, as revised,
corrected and translated by the Spirit of revelation, by
Joseph Smith Jun., the Seer, and as published by the
church we represent.

No. 215.- That this body, representing the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, recognize
the Holy Scriptures, the Book of Mormon, the revelations
of God contained in the Book of Doctrine and Govenants,
and all other revelations which have been or shall be
revealed through God’s appointed prophet, which have
been or may be hereafter accepted by the church as the
standard of authority on all matters of church govern-
ment and doctrine, and the final standard of reference on
appeal in all controversies arising, or which may arise in
this Church of Christ. :

No. 216, Whereas, We accept the revelations hereto-
fore given to the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, through the present presiding officer
thereof, as being the word of the Lord to his church;
equally with those published in the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the revelations recelved by the Pres1-
dent of the church in 1861, 1863 and 1865, be received as
from :God, authoritative and binding on us as a body;
and in connection with the revelation of 1873, that they
be hereafter compiled with that book.

No. 217. That this body declares that the use of to-
bacco is expensive, injurious and filthy, and that it
should be discouraged by the ministry.

No. 218, That the Building Committee of the Utah
Chapel, or other competent body, be requested to send a
report of all receipts and expenditures, to the next April
Conference, and that said committee be also requested to
say whether or not they think the building of the chapel
expedient and should be continued.
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Adopted April 9, 1879.

No. 219. Whereas, The present system of reporting the
church finances by the Bishop and agents is not uniform,
neither satisfactory, but is discriminating and partial, in
that the means received by the Bishop direct, is properly
itemized and reported through the Herald, giving the
names of the parties paying in the means and to whom
paid, but that which is paid to the agents is not itemized
in their reports, neither the names of the donors, nor of
the ones to whom money is paid, but only the aggregate
is given, therefore be it .

Resolved, That we require of the Bishop of the church
a report through the Herald, or in a supplement sheet, an
itemized report of the means received and paid out by
the agents, with the names of the donors and to whom
paid, and that this report be made annually.

Adopted April 11, 1879,

No. 220. That it is the opinion of this conference that
when a member has been legally excommunicated from
the church, he can be received back into the fold ounly
through the door, baptism.

Adopted September 25, 1879.

No. 221. That the Iabors of the Music Committee be
accepted and that they be discharged; that Bro. M. H.
Forscutt be appointed Musical Editor, and that the mate-
rial in the hands of the committee be turned over to him;
that measures be at once taken to prepare the manuscrips
for publication by said Musical KEditor; that the book be
published as soon as the Board of Publication may direct,
and that it be-called the **Saints’ Harmony.”” [Summary
of part of committee’s report amended and adopted. ]

Adopted Séptember 29, 1879,

No. 222. The report of the First Presidency, concern-

ing the resolution from Decatur district, in reference to
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants was read and adopted
as expressing the view of the conference:—
- To the Klders and Saints in Conferemce Assembled,
Greeting:—In the matter of preamble and resolution from
the Decatur district, referred to us on a previous day of
the session, we beg leave and submit:

It is our opinion that the free rendering and meaning
of the resolution passed at. the Semiannual session of
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1878, and referred to in said resolution from Decatur dis-
trict, is that:

Whereas, Certain rumors had obtained currency that
the church had not at any time so attested the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, and the later revelations given
to the church, by vote and affirmation, that they should
form with the Bible and Book of Mormon, a standard of
reference in case of controversy and difference of opinion
upon questions of doctrine and practice in the church;
therefore to remedy this defect, if it existed, the ‘resolu-
tion referred to was introduced and passed.

We are further of the opinion, that it is not the intent
and meaning of the said resolution to make a belief in
the revelations in the Book of Covenants, or the abstract
doctrines possibly contained in it, a fest of reception and
fellowship in the church; but that the things therein
contained relating to the doctrine, rules of procedure and
practice in the church, should govern the ministry and
elders as representatives of the church.

We are further of the opinion, that, while it is not in-
tended, or indeed practicable to bind, or proscribe the
liberty of conscienee, whereby viclence is done to the
honesty and integrity of the people by prescribing dog-
mas and tenets other than the plain provisions of the gos-
pel, as affirmed in the New Testament, Book of Mormon
and Doctrine and Covenants, and set forth in the Epitome
of Faith and Doctrine; it is clear to us that it is' destruc-
tive to the faith of the church, and inconsistent. with
the calling” and dignity of the ministry, to decry, dis-
claim, preach or teach contrary to the revelations in
said Book of Covenants, or t6 arraign them in such a
way that the faith of the people of the church is weak-
ened and they thereby distressed.

We are further of the opinion, that the e]ders should
confine their teaching to such doctrines and tenets,
church-articles and pra.ct,ices, a knowledge. of ‘which is
necessary to obedience and salvation; and that in all
questions upon which there is much controversy, and
upon which the church has not clearly declared, and
which are not ‘unmistakably essential to. salvation, theé
elders should refrain from teaching; or if called upon, in
defense of the church, or when wisdom should dictate,
they should so clearly discriminate in their teaching
between their own views and opinions, and the aflirma-
tions and defined declarations of the church that they

www.LatterDayTruth.org



GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS. 51

shall not be found antagonizing their own and others”
views as a conflict in teaching upon ‘the part of the
church. :

We are further of the opinion, that the advancing of
speculative theories upon abstruse questions, a belief, or
disbelief in which cannot affect the salvation of the
hearers, is a reprehensible practice; and should not be
indulged in by the elders; especially should this not be
done in those branches where personal antagonisms must
inevitably arise, to the hindering of the work of grace;
and should be reserved for the schools of inquiry among
the elders themselves.

We are further of the opinion, that until such time as
vexed questions now pending are definitively settled by
the competent quorums of the church, the discussion of
them should be avoided in all places where the elders
labor, in the world and in the branches, and should-only
be had in solemn conclave when necessary. to examine
them for settlement, under proper rules of restraint.

J. SmiTH, .
W. W. BLAIR, } Presidency.
“GALLAND’S GROVE, Sept. 29, 1879.

No. 223, That President J. Smith, and those whom he
may cail to his aid, shall be a committee to prepare and
present to the publishers of the Encyclopedia Britannica,
Johnson’s, and other encyclopedias, an article setting
forth the leading facts touching the rise and progress of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, embrac-
ing its distinctive doctrines and principles.

No. 224. That no quorum is authorized to enroll a
brother without his consent.

No. 225. Whereas, The constitution of the Board of
Publication requires the Bishop to nominate the mem-
bers of the board; and whereas, In the opinion of this
conference it would be in harmony with the spirit of his
office, that he be one of the members of that board; and
whereas, further, We believe him to be eminently quali-
fled for the position, be it

Resolved, That we hereby request him to act as & mems-
ber of that board.

Adopted April 8, 1880.

No. 226, That in the opinion of this-conference the
ministry who neglect or refuse to be members- of
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branches or districts, are disqualified for serving on
missions.
Adopted April 10, 1880.

No. 227. Whereas, We believe that the practice of
dropping the names of absent members from the branch
rolls works injury to the cause and confusion to the
Church Record, therefore be it

Resolved, That this conference instruct that the names.
of all scattered members be retained on the branch rolls;
and that branch clerks hereafter be required to report
the number of resident and the. number of scattered
members; until such scattered members be removed
from the rolls according to law concerning the granting
of letters of removal.

That hereafter blank reports for branches be so
changed by adding blank space providing for so report-
ing. . -

And we further recommend that an Assistant Church
Recorder be appointed, or that we empower the Recorder
to select such assistant. [Preamble in foregoing summa-
rized from lengthy report.]

Adopted April 12, 1880.

No, 228. Whereas, The extended growth of the church in
the various states and territories of the United States and
in all parts of the world, separates its membership by dis-
tances of hundreds and thousands of miles from each
other, and renders any one place of meeting in a body for
the transaction of general church business impracticable,
and .

Whereds, By reason of this and other obstacles, it is
impossible to secure the presence of members and officers
at the general church gatherings in such numbers as to
obtain the consent, and a fair and. true expression of the
will of the entire church on questions which arise in the
transaction of the business of the same, and

Whereas, The only General Assembly of the church as
at present represented are its General Conferences, which
fail to aflord an effective means of ascertaining the gen-
eral wishes and expressions of the church at large; by
reason of the danger of advantages being taken to defeat
the will of the body as a church by persons unscrupulous
or ambitious influencing the masses who form the ma-
jority of the present voting membership in the localities
wkhere such conferences are, or may be held, and
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Whereas, It is necessary and desirable to obtain the
full and free expression of the entire church membership
upon all questions of general interest relating to the
transaction of the business of the church and thereby
maintain inviolate the great. principle held sacred by all
free men, viz.: “Action by common consent under the
law,” and ’

‘Whereas, Under the laws of the church we recognize
the right of the body to adopt such rules and regulations
in the calling and organization of General Conferences as
shall tend to subserve the general good and advance the -
highest interests of the whole body, therefore be it

Resolved, by the General Conference now assembled at
Plano, lllinois, That all conferences and assemblies which
shall hereafter be held for the transaction of business for
the church as a whole, whethear such conference or assem-.
bly be special or annual, shall be composed of members
having one or more of the following qualifications: (1)
Persons ex-officio members of such counference or assem-
bly. (2) Members made such by reason of their being
under appointment from General Conference. (3) Dele-
gates to General Conferences. Provided however, that
nothing herein contained, shall relate to, or prevent the
calling of a conference of the quorums of the church for
the transaction of business as authorized by the laws of
the church, the General Assembly, proper, and provided
further, that nothing herein shall prevent any quorum
of the church transacting such business as may legally
come before it and the right to present the same to such
General Conference or Assembly for its action thereon.

2.—Resolved that a committee of five (of whom the
President of the church shall be the chairman) be ap-
pointed by the President of this conference to arrange
and report a system of representation in accordance with
the foregoing preambles and resolution.

A motion to defer was made and amended, the whole
reading as follows:

Resolved That these preambles and resolutlons be
spread upon the record, and their further consideration
be laid over till the next meeting of conference, bus the
committce shall be appointed at this conference, and
requested to report at the next fall conference.

No. 229, That the Board of Publication is hereby
- requested to have the “Concordance and Reference
Guide’ revised and printed in or bound with the Book of
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Covenants, omitting from said concordance, etc., only
such revelations as were ordered by the last Fall Confer-
ence to be hereafter added to the Book of Covenants.

Adopted September 16, 1880.

No. 230. Whereas, first, The revelations accepted by
the church make it the duty of the church to liberate the
hands of the Twelve and the Seventy; and :

Whereas, second, The Twelve and the Seventy, as the
especial witnesses of the church to the world, should first
go as missionaries into all the world, and

Whereas, third, We believe that the funds -of the Gen-
eral Church Treasury should be first uséd to- supply the
families of the Twelve and Seventy, before the families
of the high priests, elders or priests are supplied, or
money employed to send high priests, elders or priests to
distant fields of labor, therefore be it hereby :

Resolved, 1st, That no member of this, or of any quo-
rum other than that of the Twelve and Seventy, should
be sent out as missionaries nuder General Conference
appointment, until all members of these two gquorums
shall have been sent, or shall have been excused for
cause by proper authority, or shall have positively
declined to go.

2d, That the members of the Twelve and the Seventy
should be all assigned to missionary labor, in harmony
with the law; the funds of the church be used for the
prosecution of their missions, and the support of their

~families.

" 8d, That if the number of the Twelve and Seventy.are
insufficient to supply demands for general ministerial
labor, and there be funds to sustain. other families than
those of these quorums, then members of other quorums
may be chosen and sent by General Conference, and their
families “also supplied from the  Church  Treasury, .
impartially, with the families of the Twelve and the
Seventy. (Above article presented by the High Priests’
Quorum.) - .

No.-231. Whereas, The General Church funds have
heretofore been used in sending out elders and priests as
missionaries, instead of sending those whom the law di-
rects as the proper ones who should have precedence;
therefore be it
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Resolved, That we recommend to this conference that
the funds for missionary purposes be used to release, first,
the quorums of the Twelve and Seventy, who should,
properly, be the general and leading missionaries of the
church to the world as the law directs. (Above presented
by the Quorum of Seventy.)

No. 232. Whereas, Action has been had that moneys
shall only be paid out of the Church Treasury to mem-
bers of the Quorum of the Twelve and of the Seventy;
therefore, be it ’

Resolved, Thatif there are any elderslaboring in distant
fields who are not members- of 'the above quorums, they
shall receive, if necessary, aid to return home.

Adopted September 19, 1880.

No. 233. Whereas, Injury may result to the cause and
perhaps also to individuals, in that the labors of some of
the ministry may be lessened through misunderstanding
as to the action of this conference in regard to sending
only the Twelve and the Seventy into the field (unless
sufficient means be in the Church Treasury to do other-
wise), therefore be it

Resolved, That those of the ministry who were under
General Conference appointment, but who are not named
in the list of missions appointed at this session, neither
have been .individually released, nor otherwise provided
for, are hereby recommended to district and mission
authorities and conferences for appointment, either in
those flelds to which they were formerly assigned by
the General Conference, or to other districts and regions
where they may profitably work; and we also recom-
mend such authorities or conferences to receive them
in the same spirit as though they were sent by the
General Conference; and furthermore we recommend that
such districts and missions sustain such laborers with
the necessary means, so far as is practicable and just,
and this in order that the work of God may be prosecuted
with no less vigor and success than -has been heéretofore.-
And we also recommend that all others who can_labor to

- the benefit of the cause, be also in like manner appointed
and sustained, according as the Spirit may direct and
means and circumstances may justify or permit.

www.LattéVrDayTruth.korg



56 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS.

Adopted April 12, 1881,
No. 234,
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION.

To the Conference in Session Assembled: Your Com-
mittee on Representation, beg leave and report:

Whereas, The method and fact of church representa-
tion in General Conferences, as at present practiced,
seem not to be within the law, and are made inadequate
t0 secure the common consent contemplated in that law.
Therefore,

Resolved, That a more clearly defined method of repre-
sentation should be adopted, and that to secure that sys-
tem your committee recommended {recommend?] the
adoption of the following rules on Representation:

1. That the General Officers of the church known as
the Presidency, the Twelve, the High Council, the
Seventy and the Bishopric (proper), are ez oficio mem-
bers of conference, and entitled to a voice and vote as
representatives of the Spiritual Authorities of the church
at large,

2. That high priests, elders and priests engagzed in the
ministry and under missionary appointment of ‘General
Conference, or the General Authorities of the church,
and not laboring in and by the authority of organized
districts, are hereby declared to be entitled to voice and
vote-in General Conferences when present.

3. That organized districts be authorized to apnomt
from their members, at their last qu‘wwllv session of dis-
trict conference next preceding the session of the Aunual
and Semiannual General Conferences, delegates to said
Anpual and Semiannual sessions, who shall be entitled to
represent said districts, which delegates so appointed
shall be declared members ot said General Conferences
entitled to voice and vote,

Provided: That the choice and appointment by said
districts shall be made by a majority of those present and
voting, in regular or called session of district conference,
of the holding of which due notice shall have been given,
as to time and place within the district, to each and
every branch composing said district; together with a
statement of any important business or action that is to
be presented to, or likely to be had by said general ses-
sion, affecting said district, and to which their consentor
denml is desired, that instractions to said dcle%tes may
be given as to their.uction.
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And provided faurther: That the only qualifications to
eligibility to the office of delegate from district to Gen-
eral Conference shall be mem obers hip and good standing.

Provided further: That not less than one, nor more
than five delegates may be sent {from any one district;
but that said delegate, or delegates, shall be entitled to
voice and vote in such General Conferences to which
“they may be appointed, upon a presentation of a certifi-
cate from the clerk of district conference to the said
General Conferences, upon their organization at the
times specified for their assembling.

And provided further: That said delegate or delegates
shall be entitled to cast one vote for each branch of six
members; and one vote for each twenty members in
excess of six, that there may be in the branches of their
said districts, in all cases where such a vote may be nec-
essary, or desired, to secure the common consent designed
in the law; but that in the common routine of business
said delegates may vote as units, each in his own right,
and in cases of division, the majority of the delegation
from a district shall cast the whole vote of said district.

4, That each braunch of six or more members, not in-
«cluded in an organized district, be authorized to appoint
one delegate to the General Conferences, who may or may
not be a member of said branch, but who shall be a mem-
ber of the church and in good standing, whose gualifica-
tions to eligibility shall be the same as those required in
districts, and who shall represent said branch and be enti-
tled to voice and vote in said conferences to which he
may be appointed; and who shall be entitled to cast one
vote for the six members required to appoint, and one for
each twenty members in excess of six composing said
branch.

Provided further: That two or more branches in near -
proximity to each other, not in organized district, may
unite in choosing a delegate, who shall cast their vote,
one vote for six members of each branch, and one vote
for each twenty members in excess of the number six;
multiplied by the number of branches represented; the
manner of casting their votes in cases of importance and
common routine of business to be as provided in cases of
districts.

Provided further, That due general notice to the mems=
" ‘bers of branches of the time and place of meeting for the
choosing of said delegate be properly given, as required
in cases of districts; certificate of appointment-of branch
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delegate to be signed by the president or clerk of branch,
and to be presented as provided in cases of districts.

5. That in all questions of grave importance, affecting
the polity and faith of the church; districts and branches
may instruct delegates to cast a majority and a minority
vote, for and against; but in no case shall the number of
the votes cast by said delegates so instructed, exceed the
number to which the district appointing him or them
shall be entitled as herein before provided, and in cases of
a tie in districts or branches on questions presented to
them, certified to said delegates, the votes of said dis-
tricts or branches shall be cast in equal numbers by the
delegates.

6. In all guestions of debate, incidental motions, and
routine business, Representatives, Hz officio, and Dele-
gates, appointed, shall speak and vote as units and in
their own separate and personal right.

Jospra Smita, Chadrman.

That the foregoing rnles on Representation may be
altered and amended at any General Conference of the
church, and that all the provisions of said Report on Rep-
resentation may be altered or amended at the next con-
ference of the church to be held at , on
which shall be composed of members as provxded by the
rales adopted for the purpose of obtaining the voice of
the whole people of the-church.

Provided, That at least two months’ notice of the
nature of such amendment or amendments shall be given
in the Herald, before the date of the sitting of the session
of conference at which such amendment or amendments
will be presented, giving manner and form in which such
amendments are desired.

Adopted -April 18, 1881,

No. 235. That this conference discourage the use of
tobacco, and of strong drinks, as a beverage, by the
church;and especially by the ministry.

No. 236. That we approve of the translation and pub-
lication of tracts. and other printed matter in the Scandi-
navian and German languages, such translation, ete., to
be hereafter regulated by an understanding between the
Bishopric and the Twelve.
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Adopted April 15, 1881.

No. 237. Whereas, It is desirable that the greatest
possible amount of efficient ministerial labor be per-
formed, and, whereas, there are elders and priests who
are prepared and willing to take the field, provided they
have evidence that their labors will be acceptable to the
church; therefore we [the Quorum of the Twelve] peti~
tion your honorable body to adopt the following resolu-
tion:

Resolved, That the Twelve and Seventy, when in
charge of flelds, have the privilege and right to take with
them elders and priests as.traveling companions, or to-
appoint them to labor in their respective fields, provided
that such elders or priests require nothing from the
General Church Treasury to keep them in the fleld.

No. 238. Epistle of the Twelve and the Bishoprie.

T'o the Church of OhI‘lSt Called to.be Saints, in all the
World, Greeting:—

In has been apparent to the Saints, everywhere, that
there has been a misunderstanding for some. time
between the Bishopric and the Twelve on financial mat-
ters, and ‘that considerable injury to the cause has arisen
thereby. Therefore, it was deemed wise and expedient
that these two quorums should meet and confer together,
and, if possible, agree upon the proper construction to be
put-upon the commandment of the Lord; given in 1861,
whereby 11; appears that they should umtedly “take
measures’ to execute the ‘“law of tithing:”’ and to adopt
such rules as would place the financial affairs of the
church on clearer and more effectual bases than have
hitherto obtained. The commandment is as follows:

ITn order to place the church in a position to carry on
the promulgation of the gospel, and as a means of fulfill~
ing the law, the T'welve will take measures in connection
with the Bishop, to execute the law of tithing; and le§
them before God see to it, that the temporal means so-
obtained is truly used for the purposes of the church, and
not as a weapon of power in the hands of one man for the
oppression of others; or for the purposes of self-aggran-
dizement by any one, be ke whomsoever ke may be.

As Ilive, saith the Lord, in the manner ye execute this.
matter, so shall ye be judged in the day of judgment.

~ JOosSEPH SMITH,
President of the Cliurch.

SanpwicH, Illinois, October 7, 1861.
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To this end, on Wednesday, April 17, 1878, these two
bodies met in Plano, Kendall county, Illinois, at the
house of Bro. Joseph Smith; the First Presidency being
present by invitation.

The following paper, designed mainly as an explana-
tion of the scope and meaning of the commandment
referred to, was submitted by the First Presidency to the
Couneil:

BASIS OF ADJUSTMENT.

1.—The word ‘‘execute,”” as used in the revelation of
1861, is, in our view, to be construed to mean to ‘‘carry
into effect,”” to set in motion legitimate forces, to put
‘existing laws into active operation.” To ‘“‘execute’ any
given law may, and in this instance does, involve differ-
ent offices, or the administration of different ofiicers.

2.—The charge to the Twelve is intended to define
their duty as an advisory and judicial body, with whom
lies the ‘‘regulating” of ‘“the affairs. of ‘the church,”
according to law.

3.—The part to be performed by the Twelve in carry-
ing into effect the “‘Law of Tithing,”” is precedent and
subsequent, and involves both teaching the law and
administering it; administration and teaching to be upon
principles agreed to by the Twelve and the Bishoprie.

4.—The Bishopric are the legal custodians of all the
temporalities of the church, upon whom devolves the
duty of gathering, safely keeping, and disbursing the
moneys and properties of the church, in keeping with
the law, and agreeably to the rules mutually agreed to by
the Twelve and the Blshom]c

5.—1In the receiving and disbursing of church funds, all
persons who may be entrusted ‘oherewwh are in fam; or
ex officie, agents for the Bishopric, and should account to
the Bishopric; and in disbursing general church funds
should do so by the direction of the Bishop, or in accord-
ance with an agreement and understanding with the
Bishopric pxwwuslv had; specific, in regard to objects
before determined upon; general, in regard to objects
incidental to the prosecution of missionary labor, for
which, iu the natarve of things, no specific directions can
l)t* given.

6.-—The Bishopric being ereated by and responsible to

the church for the proper adminisiration of their duty,
should not. in ]'ustim be made finully responsible to the

Twelve, in anv other sense than all other chureh officers
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are responsible to the same quorum; that is, by proper
charge and adjudication before the general church
officers, or by decision of General Conference.

7.—Discretionary power to receive and disburse church
funds, and dispose of church property for the uses of the
church, according to the laws of the church, and subject
to inquiry by the Twelve and the church, must rest in
the .Bishopric only, as, by law, the Bishopric only are
legal custodiaus of such properties; but the Twelve
may and should exercise such supervisory jurisdiction,
according to previous arrangement and agreement with
the Bishopric, as will prevent unnecessary delay and
injury to the work of the ministry, and will facilitate the
proper expenditure of funds in the Church Treasury for
the purpose of carrying on the preaching of the word, in
which is included the support of the families of traveling
ministers in the fleld; the publication and distribution of
such books and tracts as may be deemed expedient, for
which no other provision is made; the erection of houses
of worship; purchase of lands, together with the care and
uses of them in missions assigned by conferences.

8.—The Twelve being by law a traveling, spiritual,
ministerial body, supposed to be in the missionary field,
can not in justice be expected to act as a council exercis-
ing local and decisive direction in the disbursement of
church moneys, in the sense that no expenditure could
be had, except upon their consent or order, first obtained;
it is necessary thag there be a full understanding between
that Quorum and the Bishopric, as to the scope of the
law demanding their attention to the temporal affairs of
the church; also as to the rules which may govern both
parties; which rules once agreed upon shall obtain until
modified by mutual agreement and understanding; no
power being given to either party to dictate those rules.

These principles were adopted singly, and afterward as
a whole, by the council of the several quorums assembled.

On the day following, the Twelve and the Bishopric,
being assembled in council, adopted the following princi-
ples and rules, after each quorum had separately consid-
ered and acted upon them.

PRINCIPLES AND RULES OF ACTION.

1.—We believe the duty of the Twelve to be to teach
the law of tithing, viz.: Explaining to the church the
necessity, and the mode of complying therewith, in order
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that the financial interests of the church shall be prop=
erly supported, and that they may receive tithing and
forward the same to the Bishop, who is the acknowledged
Treasurer of the church, or to his appointed agents.

2.—That it is devolvent upon the Bishopric and their
authorized agents (such agents to be elders®), to travel
among the churches from time to time, to teach the law
-of, and collect tithing and free-will offerings, and see that
the financial interests of the church are duly cared for;
and the wants of the poor duly administered to, and use
their best and earnest endeavors to keep the ministry in
the field, as appointed by General Conference, especially
the members of the Quorum of the Twelve and of the’
Seventy, and to see to it that the families of such receive
proper support.

3.—That officers in charge of missions appoxnted by
‘General Conference, receive necessary support in the
prosecution thereof, from the agents of the Bishop in said
missions, and that said agents in the disbursing of
moneys be not subject to the direction of district confers
ences, or branches (yet said conferences may advise or
recommend), but should make itemized reports to said
conferences, who may audit and approve the same, and
said reports as certified to, be forwarded to the Bishop.

4.—And that in all missions where there is no.agent to
represent the Bishop, the officer in charge of said mission
may receive tithing and free-will offerings, and use such
sums as shall be considered necessary for-said mission,
keeping an account thereof, together. with the names of
persons from whom received, and forward a quarterly
account thereof, together with whatever moneys may
remsain in his hands as a residue, and not needed by him,
to the Bishop; and upon. receipt thereof, the Bishop
should enter the same upon his books, crediting and
debiting the church with said amounts, recelved and
paid out, together with the names of those from whom
received and to whom paid; and that all such.itemized
reports be published by the Bishop from time to time
with his regular reports,

#¢By act of General Conference Sept. 27, 1882 the proviso
that the agents should be elders was repealed.”
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5.—TIn all missions. where the officer in charge can nof
Bounsult with the agent (though one may have been
appointed thereto), he may receive tithings and free-will
otferings and use the same (as hereinbefore provided for
in Article 5, of Basis of Adjustment), or only part thereof
for said mission, accounting therefor to the agent and to
‘the Bishop in his quarterly reports.

6,—We advise the utmost care and economy in the
€xpenditure of money; that the first of all objects to be
attained by the church is the promulgation of the gospel,
and all other interests are but secondary compared with
it, which object must ever demand our first attention;
next to which is the support of the poor. And believing
that moneys have beén extravagantly expended in the
publication of books, and unnecessarily so, we advise the
utmosst care in that direction, and the strictest economy.
And we recommond- that the Bishopric encourage so far
a8 seems wise and is practicable, the building of church
houses,-and that they take the advisory oversight thereofi
and also the erection of store-houses in such localities
where the interests of the church do now or may here-
after demand it; believing that through this channel the
families of traveling elders would receive more ready
support, and which means does not now come into the
Church Treasury.

7.—Members should be tanght the moral obligation
that rests upon them, to put forth an effort to do some-
thing of some moment, during the year, either in tith-
ings, free-will offerings, or donations, according to their
financial abilities. .

8.—Where branches, districts or individuals wish labor
in any special locality, the needed funds to sustain such
effort should not be taken from the means designed for or
belonging to the General Treasury.

9.—When means are given to ministers of the church
for their benefit, by persons in and out of the church,
such ‘‘means’ should be reported to the Bishop, that he
may be cognizant of the help that each receives, and that
said report be made to the Bishop on the first of March,
annually.

We present the foregoing principlesof action to all the
Baints as being the rules and regulations adopted by us
for the government of and administration in the financial
affairs of the church, and we respectfully commend them
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to the consideration of and observance by the chureh in
all circumstances and cases included in and covered by
the above specification of principles.

Wnriam H. Kerney,

TroMas W. SMITH,

James CAFFALL,

Jorn H. LAKE,

ALExANDER H. SmrTH,

Zenas H. GUrLEY,

JosErpE R. LAMBERT,

Of the Quorum of the Twelve.

IsrA®EL L. RoaErs,

HENRY A. STEBBINS,

Davip DANCER,

. The Bishopric of the Clurch,
PLaxo, Nllinois, April 8, 1878.

AMENDMENT ADOPTED IN APRIL, 1881.

‘Whereas, The General Conference in September, 1880,
adopted resolutions requiring that the moneys in the
General Church Treasury should only be used to send out
such of the ministry as are appointed or sustained, hom
time to time, by the General Conference; and

Whereas, A difference of opinion seems to prevail since
the above action, as to its effect upon the means received
by the agents of the Bishop, and some of the latter hold
themselves as subject to the above resolutions, the same:
as the Bishop, while others do not so hold themselves, but
continue to pay out for district purposes just as they
formerly did; and

Whereas, The agents were created as agents of the
Bishop and not of the districts, nor accountable to them,
therefore whatever rulings of the General Conference
govern-the Bishop and the general funds of the church in
his hands, also govern the agents and the funds in their
hands as tithes and offermws, therefore

Resolved by. the Twelve and Bishopric, conjointly,
That the Bishop’s agents cannot rightfully, under rule
of -said resolutions of General Conference, pay from the
funds received by them as said agents of the Bishop for
district purposes or to sustain missions appointed by the
districts.” But the district may, if they wish-and find it
necessary, appoint a district treasurer (who may be the
Bishop’s agent, or another as may be agreed), who shall
Keep a separate account of moneys paid him for district
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purposes, and be under the instruction and accountable
%0 the district conferences only, all of which ought to be
amade plain to every member, so-that every one giving
may do so understandingly, their offerings being placed
for the general use of the church with the Bishop or his
agent, or otherwise for the support of the work in the
district, as the giver may direct.

Provided, however, That it be understood by all, that
the district conferences are still authorized and requested
10 appoint committees quarterly to audit the books and
report of the Bishop’s agents, as heretofore; and further,
that any and all instruction to the agents, as to the use of
general church funds in their hands, sha,ll be obta,med
from the Bishopric only.

ApoprEd BY TWELVE AND BISHOPRIC.
Praxo, Illinois, April 13, 1881.

Adopted April 16, 1881.

No. 239. That the utmost care be used by all mission=
aries, laboring under appointment of General Conference,
in the use of means placed in their hands for the benefit
of the work; and we discourage and condemn the leaving
of distant fields which have been occupied by them but
for'a little season, and the expenditure of time and means
in going to and from conference; unless special and
important reasons justify such a course.

No. 240. That the Church Secretary be authorized to
enroll the names of such elders as may apply to him for
the purpose, and that the Fifth Quorum of Elders be
organized at the I'all Conference of 1881, if enough of
those enroiled shall be present at that time to effect such
organization.

Adopted September 1, 1881.

No. 241. That his name [one chosen to represent a
district] be recorded upon the record of some branch of
the district, as a member.

Adoptéd September 5, 1881.

No. 242, That the Bishop and his agents are hereby
instructed to solicit-aid for the erection of the Utah
Chapel.
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Adopted September 6, 1881.

No. 243. That a committee of three be appointed to
take into consideration the feasibility of some general
plan of conducting Sunday schools, and if found feasible;
report said general plan to the coming Annual Confer-
ence; and

That they also take into consideration the feasibility
and practicability of using one page of the Hope as a
lesson sheet, or of using an extra sheet for such purpose.

No. 244, Whereas, Theré exists a resolution which as
interpreted by some prohibits the sending -out of any of
the ministry from General Conference but the Twelve
and Seventy; and,

Whereas, This has had a tendency to keep out of active
labor a number of our most efficient men; therefore,

Resolved, That said resolution be so interpreted ‘to
mean that at each session of conference, if it shall be
found by a consultation by the Twelve and Bishopric that
there are more means in the treasury, and likely to be,
than which will be required to send the Twelve and
Seventy known to be available, that others of the minis-
try available, may be sent.as may be thought wise by-the
Twelve and Bishoprie.

Adopted September 8, 1881,

No. 245. That paragraph two of “Report of Committee
on Representation’ be amended by striking out all after
the word *‘that’’ and insert all high priests and elders
are entitled to voice and vote in General Conference
when present.

Adopted September 10, 1881.

No. 246. That in the efforts made by the church, in
the year 1863, and since said time, to plant and maintain
a missionary society in Utah to oppose the abominable
practices of that people, and teach them the principles of
the gospel of Christ, we recognize a great and revolution-
ary work, which has already been the means of calling.
hundreds and thousands out from among those practicing
80 great evils, and blessing them under a work of right-
eousness.

That we also now deem it the duty of the church to
redouble its efforts to maintain its missionaries in the
prosecution of that mission, and

Whereas, We have seen in the proceedings of assem-
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blies of other societies, resolutions showing that the
efforts of their ministers to meet and oppose the minis-
ters of the Utah organization in the past, in public
preaching, have been unsuccessful; be it

Resolved, That inasmuch as such denominations and
societies will aid and assist us with means to maintain a
larger missionary force in said mission, we will furnish
the men to meet and oppose that abominable order estab-
lished in the west, and we believe that if said aid is prof-
fered, there will be an early solution of the Utah
problem.

Adopted April 8, 1882.

No. 247. Whereas, The Edmunds Bill, originating in
the Sepate of the United States, has become a law, by
which it is intended on the part of the Government to
extirpate the practice of polvgamy, which practice is by
this act recognized as a crime and not as a religion; and

Whereas, In the discussion and consideration of this
question in Congress 1t was frequently stated by Senators
and members of the House of Representatives that the
object of this measure was not intended as an attack on
Mormonism, but against the evil practices in the terri-
tories of the United States, enjoined by the loathsome
incumbrance upon that faith; therefore, be it

Resolved, That we, the Reorganized Church of Christ,
do hereby tender our sincere thanks to President Chester
A. Arthur and all the Senators'and members of Congress
who took an acmve part in passing such laws, by which
the “twin relic” is to be removed from the institutions of
the country, to the honor and dignity of the nation, and

. to the especial good of all true Mormons, who abide in
the original faith of the church.

On. April 12 a committee was appointed ‘“‘to attend at
‘Washington, D. C., in case our interests as a church
should demand it.”’

Adopted April 10 1882,

No. 248. The Committee or Board of Location reported
having purchased land, in Decatur county, lowa, erected
" a building for church offices and.publishing pla,nb, dis-
posed of former plant at Plano, Illinois, and removed the
Herald Office and fixtures to Lamoni, Decatur county,
Towa; as authorized by General Conference. The Board
had filed a copy of the Church Articles-of Incorporation
in the office of the County Clerk of said county.

www.LatterDayTruth.org



68 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIIONS.

Adopted April 11, 1882,

No. 249. That it is the judgment of this body, that the
sense to be conveyed in paragraph 4, of **Rules on Repre-
sentation,’”” beginning with line 61 and ending with line
68, that the aggregate of members in districts shall be
counted, from, which the product of the number of
branches, multiplied . by six, shall be taken and the
remainder divided by twenty, in order that no fractional
vote may be lost in any branch of the district.

Adopted April 12, 1882.

No. 250. Whereas, There are certain German tracts
written and published which are not in harmony with
the doctrines of the Reorganizéd Church of Jesus Christ;
be it

Resolved, That all tracts be submitted to the German
committee, appointed by conference of September, 1881,
for correction.

(The committee on compiling conference resolutions
find that certain preambles and resolutions were pre-
sented at the September conference of 1881 on this sub-
ject, also that they were referred to the Bishopric and
Twelve; but the minutes of said conference show no
further mention of the subject, nor as being reported
upon by the Twelve and Bishopric at any time since
then.)

No. 251, That paragraph 4 of the ““Report of the Com=~
mittee on Representation” be amended by substituting
the word ‘‘six”” for the word “twenty,” wherever it
occurs.

Adopted April 13, 1882.

No. 252. Elder G. A. Blakeslee was appointed Presid-
ing Bishop of the church, and Elders E. L. Kelley and
Elijah Banta as his Counselors; vice Bishop I. L. Rogers,
and Elders H. A. Stebbins and David Dancer, Counselors,
resigned. -

Adopted September 22, 1882.

No. 253. Whereas, The ministry of the church in the
several quorums seem to be in a measure inadequate to
the pressing demands made upon them, and believing
this [they?] should by virtue of their calling take the
lead in establishing the work in the regulating of its
affairs in general; therefore, be it a
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Resolved, That we do hereby ask the church to engage
in solemn, earnest prayer, asking the Lord to reveal his
will concerning these various quorums, that they may be
properly filled, and that in so doing we may act agreeable
to that will.

No. 254. That the report [of the Committee on Danish
Publications] be received, . . . and pamphlet ordered
printed under the direction of the Board of Publication,
in the Danish language.

Adopted September 23, 1882.

No. 255. Whereas, The Book of Covenants issned by
authority of the church at Salt Lake has been materially
changed from that accepted by the church; be'it

Resolved That this conference advise the Da,msh
brethren against the use of the same.

No. 256, That the Kirtland Temple Committee be
continued, with instructions to solicit subscriptions and
make such repairs as the money so raised will enable
them to do.

No. 257. That Joseph Smith, E. L. Kelley, J. W. Gil-
ien, J. C. Crabb, and W. C. Cadwell, be a committee to
revise and enlarge the Rules on Representation, and so
far as practicable make the same applicable to district
conferences and branches; reporting to the church the
results of their labors as soon as convenient.

Adopted September 25, 1882.

No. 258. That when this conference adjourns it do so
to meet April 6, 1883, and annually thereafter,

Adopted Septerﬁber 26, 1882.

No. 259. That we request the Presidency of the
church to nominate persons to fill the vacancies now
existing in the BStanding High Council, agreeable to
section 99, paragraph 5, in Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants.

No. 260. - That the action in the appointment of Dis-
trict Treasurers, aside from the General Agents in the
church, we find is working injury to the cause and de-
feating the placing of funds either in the hands of the
District Treasury or Bishop's agents; therefore

Resolved, That the action authorizing it be and is
hereby repealed. -
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No. 261. That under the present system of reporting
to the Bishop, on the part of the ministry, injury is
wrought in this, that in some cases all funds are sent to
the Bishop or his agents, and in others not so done, but
kept by the ministry, and privately reported to the
Bishop, and so never known to the church, which fact
causes complaints on the part of those who contribute;
therefore we recommend that hereafter all persons under
General Church appointment, report all church moneys
‘received to the Bishop, together with the names of per-
sons paying, so far as possible, and that they draw for
their expenses directly from the Bishop or his agents.

No. 262. We believe that it will be to the interest of
the church and the good of all, if the Bishop’s reports are
published annually instead of quarterly, and they will be -
in a shape to be better understood by the Saints, and the
transactions for the year are then in such shape as to be
properly considered and criticised.

No. 263. That to prevent doubt and distrust, and the
abuse of the discretion now exercised by the Bishop, all
persons under appointment of General Church Authori-
ties, requiring expeunses paid by the church, should
before appointed, state to the Twelve and Bishopric, the
probable amount required for expenses per annum.

No. 264. By resolution all rules and conjoint agree-
ments heretofore obtaining, which conflict with the
operation of any of these rules and agreements be de-
clared to be rescinded. (The above five rules were pre-
sented by the Twelve and Bishopric and adopted by the
conferénce.)

Adopted September 29, 1882.

No. 265. ~Whereas, The circular letter of Hon, William
M. HEvarts, while Secretary of State, asking all foreign
governments to prevent the immigration of Mormons (so-
called) to this country, as they come to practice crime,
being polygamists; and, Whereas, This has conduced to
the injury of the body of Latter Day Saints who affirm
the original faith under which no such practice is toler-
able, and because such distinction has not been had, and :
we have been confounded with that people whom this
letter very properly brands as criminals; therefore, be it

Resolved, That we ask the present Secretary of State to
correct this error, and place us in our proper light before
the world. .
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A committee was appointed to present the preamble
and resolution to the Secretary of State.

On April 7, 1883, the committee reported, including a
copy of document presented to the Secretary of State.

On April 4, 1883, the Secretary of State replied, declin-
ing to request foreign governments to discriminate be-
tween ‘‘polygamous Mormons of Utah and the non-
polygamous Mormons of the reformed church:” stating
that ““lawabiding immigrants are secure against interfer-
ence.”’

Adopted September 29, 1882.

No. 266. That the Church Secretary be instructed to
take the necessary steps toward arranging the ditferent
guorums mentioned in the revelation received September
28, 1882.

Adopted April 11, 1883.

- No, 267. That it is the wish and desire of this body
that President Joseph Smith be retained as Editor of the
Herald and Hope, but that no work be required of him by
the Board of Publication, but that which comes strictly
under the duties of Editor; so that he may have more
time to devote to his duties as President of the church.

Adopted April 13, 1883.

No. 268. That this conference advise that mission and
district authorities arrange for such reunions for reli-
gious services, when and where it may be by them
deemed best.

Adopted April 14, 1883,

No. 269. That the Quorum of the Twelve be requested
to meet at least ten days prior to the sitting of the next
Spring Conference, at the place appointed for its meeting;
and farther, that the appointees of the conference be
requested to report to the Secretary of the Quorum of
Twelve in time to allow action in their several cases:

No. 270. That we request the Board of Publication to
issue in tract form, as soon as practicable, the reply of
the Editor of Herald to the pamphlet of Rev. R. Patterson
of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, on the origin of the Book of
Mormon,

No. 271, That California, Western Nevada and Oregon
constitute a mission, the districts therein remaining
intact. .
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Adopted April 9, 1884,

No. 272. Whereas, We believe that marriage is or-
dained of God, and that the law of God provides for but
one companion in wedlock, for either man or woman
—except in cases where the contract is broken by death
or transgression; therefore

Resolved, That it is our understanding that in case of
separation of husband and wife, one of which is guilty of
the erime of fornication, or adultery, the other becomes
released from the marriage bond, and if they so desire
may obtain a divorce and marry again.

No. 273. That the boundary lines of the Des Moines
district be established as follows: *‘Beginning at south-
west with Madison county, and extending to the east line
of Washington county; on the east to along the line
of Johuson, Linn, Buchanan and Bremer counties; .on
the west to along the western line of Wright, Hamilton,
Boone, Dallas and Madison counties, to the place of com-
mencement.”” [Summarized from petition granted.]

No. 274; Whereas, In the past, California was consid-
ered as a general mission, and. provided for in appoint-
ment to such missions; and Whereas, A change was
made a few years ago, and the mission discontinued and
divided into districts, each district choosing its presiding
officer, and reports therefrom show that the change has
not worked advantageously; therefore be it .

Resolved, That California, Nevada and Oregon, be
restored to their former condition as a mission, and that
a missionary be assigned to said mission.

No. 275. The committee ¢all attention to the fact that
on April 8, 1874, the Kastern and New Eogland States and
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick were formed into three.
missions, divisions specified, which order has not been
repealed but seems. to have been forgoiten.

No. 276. The committee would also mention that in
September, 1880, the following matters were presented,
discussed, and finally referred to the General Assembly of
the Quorams, name]v —

The question as to what is the rock upon which the

. ehurch is bailt; the question as to whether any elder can
be a true representative of the church and reject any of
the revelations found in the Book of -Covenants; and the
sabject of the ministry. going out literally without purse
or scrip to proclaim the gospel.
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No. 277. On April 12, 1880, certain preambles and
resolutions concerning a revelation said to have been
given in 1833 through Bro. Henry H. Deam, were referred
to the First Presidency, but we find no reply or decision
apon the subject.

Adopted April 10, 1884,
No. 278,
RULES OF REPRESENTATION.

Sec. 1. That the general officers of the church, known
as the Presidency, the Twelve, the High Council, the
Seventy, and the Bishopric (proper), are ex-officio mem-
bers of conference, and entitled to a voice and vote as
representatives of the spiritual authorities of the church
at large.

Sec. 2. That all high priests and elders are, ex-officio,
entitled to voice and vote in General Conference when
resent.

Sec. 8. That organized districts be aunthorized to ap-
point at their last quarterly session of district conference,
next preceding the session of General Conference, dele-
gates to said sesSion of General Conference, who shall be
entitled to represent said districts: which delegates-so
appointed shall be declared members of said General
Conference, entitled to voice and vote.

Provided 1st. That the choice and appointment by
said districts shall be made by a majority of those pres-
ent and voting in regular or called sessions of district
conference, of the holding of which due notice shall
have been given as to time and place within the district,
together with a statement of any important businessor
action that is to be presented to, or likely to be had by
said General Session, affecting said district, and to which
their approval or disapproval is desired; that instructions
to said delegates, may be given as to their action.

Provided 2d.  That the only qualification to eligibility
to the office of delegate from district to General Confer-
ence shall be membesship and good standing in the
church.

Provided 3d. That each district shall be entitled to
one delegate for every twenty-fivée members of said dis-
trict, and one vote in conference for each delegate to
which they may be entitled. The delegates present at
conference from any one district shall be entitied to cast
the full vote of the district of which they are delegates,
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unless otherwise instructed by their district conferences
Provided, That in case of a disagreement of views among
the members of said delegation, the full delegation not
being present they sball be entitled to cast only their
individual votes as said delegates.

Provided 4th. That no one delegate shall represent in
the same conference more than one district.

Sec. 4th. That each regulariy-organized branch of the
church not included in an organized district, shall be
entitled to one delegate, who shall have the same privi-
leges as delegates of districts.

Provided 1st. That due general notice to the members. -

of branch of the time and place of meeting for the
choosing of said delegate be properly given as in the case
of districts.

Provided 2d. That delegates shall be entitled to act as
such as -hereinbefore provided, upon presenting certifi-
cates of appointment signed by the presidents, or clerks
of districts or branches appointing them,

Sec. 5. That in all cases of grave importance, affect-
ing the polity and faith of the church, districts and
branches may instruct delegates to cast a majority and
minority vote, for and against; but in no case shall the
number of the votes cast by said delegates so instructed
exceed the number to which the district appointing shall
be entitled as hereinbefore provided; and in case of a tie
in districts, or branches, on questions presented to them,
certified to said delegates, the votes of said districts or
branches, shall be cast in equal numbers by the dele-
gates.

Sec. 6. That districts may organize their sessions of
conference agreeably to the above. rules, by providing for
delegate conferences, of which the basis of representation
shall be one delegate for each six members in each
branch or fraction thereof. And that districts may con-
stitute priests, feachers and deacons as members of their
conferences as well as the elders if they choose.

Adopted April 11, 1884,

No. 279. That by virtue of their office and calling, as
declared by the organic law of the church, the members
of the Quorum of the Twelve are the lawful presidents of-
the church abroad in-all the world, to preside over, regu-
late and set in order the same, and that in all the
branches of the church and districts, this presiding
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authority should be acknowledged and acquiesced in by
the presidents of its branches aund districts. - And when
one of them is present at a district conference or branch
meeting, it should be left discretionary with him, as to
whether it would best serve the cause by presiding.

No. 280. That the Quorum of the Twelve, as a judi-
cial body have the right, collectively or individually, to
render decisions involving the law and usages of the
church, in their various fields of labor, and when such
decisions are made by individual members of the quorum,
said decisions are binding on the church, and_should be
respected until brought before the gquorum and its deci-
sion had.

No. 281. That a committee from our number be ap-
pointed for the purpose of comparing the present and
Palmyra edition of the Book of Mormon, with the manu-
script in the hands of David Whitmer, and that Wm. H.
Kelley, T. W. Smith, and "A. H. Smith compose said
committee. That the committee be réquested t6 report
the result of their labors-through the Herald.

No. 282. That it is the sense of this quorum that the
commandments of a local character, given to the first
organization of the church are binding on the Reorgan-
ization, only so far as they are either reiterated, or
referred to as binding by commandment to this church.
[The preceding four resolutions were presented by the
Quorum ‘of Twelve and were adopted by the General
Conference. ]

No. 283. Whereas, By joint action of the Quorum of
the Twelve and the Bishopric, a resolution was passed,
authorizing the publication of the moneys given to the
elders in their various mission fields through the Herald,
the same as the means given directly into the hands of
the Bishop, and his agents; and which was endorsed by
the conference; and '

Whereas,. The Editor of the Herald, or Board of Publi-
cation, refused to publish these statements when sub-
mitted to them; therefore,

Resolved, That this assumption of power is without
anthority of law and usage and dangerous to the liberties
of the people.

No. 284. Resolved, That in the opinion of this council,
no person’'s name should be stricken from the Church
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Records until specific charges have been preferred
against them, and lawful action had in the case, and that
the cause or causes of action and expulsion should be
stated upon the Church Record.

No. 285. Resolved, That from the meager information
that has been presented before us, concerning the pub-
lishing of a periodical in the Danish language, we are
unable to make any recommendations concerning it.

(The above motions were presented by the Quorum of
the Twelve and were adopted by the conference, with the
proviso that the Editor attach his reasons for not pub-
lishing the financial reports referred to in the first resolu-
tion. "The minutes show that the Editor made the
following statement:—

“The Editor of the Herald states that the fault of
refusing to publish the reports referred to was his, and-
not the Board’s.” His reasons for refusing are: (1) It
was not ordered to be done specifically in the resolution
referred to. (2) He did not consider that the order to
publish the Bishop's report included the reports of elders
referred to in the resolution.  (3) That the reports which
he refused to publish were sent him detached from the
Bishop’s report, and. were not incorporated in it; if they
had been, he could not have refused, although he
believed then, and believes now that a publication of the
totals of the amount each received and reported to the
Bishop is all that is necessary.”’)

(The resolution referred to by the Twelve and- the
Editor was published in the minutes of September 26,
1882, and under that date will be found in this book.)

No. 286. Whereas, Since the reports of the elders to
the Bishop to this date have been made out and handed
to the auditing committee in totals, and not by giving
the names of the contributors, by reason of the failure to
publish names of the past year; therefore, be it

Resolved, That a publication of the totals only of such
reports already made be considered a compliance with
the rule.

No. 287. Whereas, The question has been raiged with
regard to the publication of the work entitled ‘‘The Life
of Joseph the Prophet’ forestalling the history of the
church, as before contemplated by it through its ap-
pointed “Historian.” " And Whereas, It cannot be con-
sidered that the book entitled ‘‘Life of Joseph: the
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Prophet’’ was intended to forestall, or take the place of
the history of the Reorganized Church, which Elder
Jason W. Briggs, Church Historian, was appointed and
expected to prepare for publication.

Therefore, be it Resolved, That he be hereby requested
to proceed to prepare said history, which when com-
pleted shall be presented to the next ensuing conference
thereafter for examination and approval upon its merits,
by a proper committee then to be appointed; and that
without regard on his part, or further action by us in
reference to what may be contained in the work entitled
Life of Joseph the Prophet,

Adopted April 12, 1884

No. 288. That the nature of the calling of the First
Quorums of the church is of such a character as o pro-
hibit them, or any one of them, engaging in -secular
pursuits, which in their nature dema,nd the time and
talent of the same.

Adopted April 14, 1884.

No. 289. “The Church Secretary and Recorder was
authorized to permit the Church Historian the use of
such records as may be necessary to the latter in the
performance of his work.”

No. 290. That the Board of Publication be requested
to take such measures as they shall deem- proper to
furnish for Sabbath schools suitable lesson papers, and if
practicable, reduce the size of the Hope, make it a
weekly, and publish through it the lessons, and that W.
C. Cadwell, Sr. Alice Cobb and D. ', Lambert, be a com~
mittee to prepare and furnish said lessons for publica-
tion.

No. 291. That the committee -on repairing the Kirt-
land Temple be authorized to continue the collection of
funds for the finishing of the Temple, and that they
proceed with the work as found practicable, :

No. 292.. That Brn. James Caffall, Peter Anderson and
Hans N. Haunsen, be a committee to look after the inter-
ests of publishing a Danish periodical, as contemplated
in a resolution adopted by the Semiannual Conference
held at Lamoni, Iowa, in the fall of 1882, whose duty it
shall be to receive names and moneys of those to become
subscribers to said periodical when published, with all
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freewill offerings given in the interests of said publica-
tion, reporting their action at the soonest practical
opportunity to the Board of Publication.

That the Board of Publication shall proceed to publish
:said periodical as soon as the prospect shall justify them
in so doing.

That Bro. Peter Anderson, in connection with the
Bditor of the Herald, take charge of the editorial depart-
ment of gaid publication.

Adopted. April 7, 1885.

No. 293. That a committee, consisting of Brn. W. W.
Blair, 8. Maloney and I. L. Rogers, be appointed to con-
fer with the committee appointed by the brethren of the
‘Church of Christ known as Hedrickites.

Adopted April 8, 1885.

No. 294. 'That this conference present the case of Bro.
D. H. Smith and the condition of the First Quorums of
the church, before the Lord in special prayer, and that
information be sought from him, through the President
of the church, in relation thereto, that we may act wisely
concerning the matter. '

No. 295, Whereas, Some of the acts of the General
Conferences have at least been lost-sight of, for a time,
and there is a possibility of transcending the rules, as
‘enacted by the body; therefore, be it

Resolved, That measures be taken for the compilation
«of all resolutions and acts now binding, and that all of
these be numbered, and kept in schedule form from
time to time, and be it further

Resolved, That a committee of three, of which the
Church Secretary shall be one, be appointed to make
such compilation, and report to this body in April, 1886.

Adopted April 9, 1885:

No. 296.  That it would be expedient that elders,
‘branches and conferences when ordaining brethren to
the office of an elder, be requested to indorse across the
licenses of such elders the words: ‘“The holder of -this
license should seek to join somequorum at his earliest
opportunity, and present his license to be exchanged for
a new one from the quorum he unites with,”” or words to
that effect. (Presented by the Second Quorum - of
Elders.)
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No. 297. Inasmuch as some of the members of this
church are in the habit of visiting saloons and drinking
intoxicants, which habit seems to hinder the spread of
the work, therefore be it

Resolved, That . . . it be made a test of fellowship for
any member of this church who will persist in"this prac-
tice. (This presented by the Third Quorum of Elders.)

Adopted April 10, 1885.

No. 298. A committee having been appointed on the.
8th to consider a preamble and resolution from the Potta-
wattamie district concerning controversy and discussion
in the Herald upon the revelations and doctrines govern-
ing the church, presented the following opinions.. They
were adopted by the body and Resolntion No. 6 was
added to them, all reading as given below:—

The ‘committee to which was referred the resolution
presented by the Pottawattamie district conference, rela-
tive to the adoption of certain measures which shall
govern in the publication of articles through the. Saints’
Herald, submit the tollowmg

1. That in its opinion, the enforcement of iron-clad
sules and arbitrary decisions by persons who were not
governed in their work by broad and liberal principles of
toleration, as is shown by the history of societies in the
past, has had such a tendency to subvert the liberties
and retard the progress of the race, as to make the enact-
ment-of any set of rules to be followed under all circum-
stances of doubtful propriety and final good.

2. That in our opinion there is a just and proper line to
be drawn between the positions of permitting a fair hear-
ing of the views of any and all through the church paper,
and the abuse of the sacred principle of toleration and
freedom adhered to by the church by using to excess the
columns of the church paper, in making a series of
attack upon the life of the body, or an undue effort to
enforce personal views upon the people, when they are
clearly in part antagonistic to the accepted faith of the
body; and that the responsibility is upon the Editor and
Board of Publication to see that this line is truly made in
their discrimination, the improper exercise or abuse of
such discretion, or agency, to be remedied by the selec-
tion of such persons for these posmons as will fill them
in wisdom and fairness to all.

3. That where radical differences of opinion occur
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between leading representatives of the body, the discus-
sion of them should take place in quorum capacity, and
not through the columups of the Herald.

4. That in our opinion in the acceptance of articles for
publication through the Herald, the parties doing the
same should exclude all such as make special attack
upon the supposed private views and character of the
dead, or that impugn motives and question the integrity
of the living; there being neither sound argument nor
wisdom attained by such methods.

5. The committee has not deemed it within its dutv to
pass judgment upon the right or abuse of the exercise of
privileges'in the extended controversy of the past few
months, but to point out the proper steps to be taken in
case the rights of the body. are left unguarded in the
future. E. L. KgLLEY.

‘ J. T. KINNAMAN,
J. W. GILLEN,.
C. ScoTT.
G. T. GRIFFITHS.

6. Resolved, That it is the sense of this body, that any
man who accepts appointment and ordination as a repre~
sentative of the church is under obligations to teach,
sustain, and seek to establish the faith of the church;
and no one, be he whosoever he may be, has any right to
attack the divinity of the faith in part, or as a whole, as
said faith is'set forth in the Bible, Book of Mormon, and
Doctrine and Covenants.

No. 299. - That the Secretary. be requested in giving
the names of the parties speaking upon all questions dis-
cussed hereafter, to record those speaking as they may
appear for or against the same.

No. 800. Whereas, The amount paid to the elders, and
expended otherwise for church purposes, by the Bishop:
of -the church, stands against the elders, and the several
accounts for which they were expended, and there is now
no provision made to balance those accounts in the Bish~
op’s ledger, be it hereby

Resolved, That when elders shall have reported labor
done for the church, on account of which labor such
expenditures were or shall have been "made, and when:
their reports of labor done shall have baen accepted and
approved by conference; and the Bishop’s report to con-
ference shall have been ‘audited aud approved,. the
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several accounts so presented and approved shall be bal-
anced on his ledger by means of entries that shall cover
the amounts charged, each credited entry being a state-
ment in effect that account is closed by services ren-
dered.

Adopted April 11, 1885.

No. 301. That Joseph Smith, J. R. Lambert and E. L.
Kelley be appointed as a committee to formulate a set of
rules to govern in cases of trial and appeal in the church.

Adopted April 13, 1885.

No. 302. That we request the Bishop to organize a
Quorum of Teachers and a Quorum of Deacons, also
another Quorum of Priests.

No. 3038. Whereas, This body requested that the con-
cordance be bound with future editions of the Doctrine
and Covenants, and as this has not been observed, there-
fore be it

Resolved, That the attention of the Board of Pubhcao
tion be called to this omission.

No. 304, Whereas, There are books in the Church
Library- which are rare, and valuable to the office of
publication; and whereas Baid books are becoming worn
and defaced by ha,ndlmg, and whereas, It is important
that said books be preserved and kept in the office of
publication for the use of those who control the literary
concerns of the church; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Editor be and is hereby instructed
to select and control such books as he may choose.

“It was amended by including the Church Librarian
with the Editor to carry out the resolution.”

No. 305. That the true names of all centributors to
our publications be attached in good faith.

No. 806. That it is not necessary to publish the names
of contributors to articles in the Herald, unless requested
by the writers.

No. 307. *“Bro. E. L. Kelley asked a question as to the
appointment of the Bishopric to travel, and a motion was
adopted that the law fully provided as to that, and they
were instructed to so travel.”
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Adopted April 9, 1886.

No.808. . . . And the committee are of the opinion
that the matter of the presentation of individual opin-
ions by elders, or others of the body, such opinions not
having been affirmed by the body as a rule of faith or
pra,cmce, does not make them a part of the faith or
belief of the body; but relate to us individually upon the
issue of toleration, which toleration we believe as was
manifested in the action of Jesus while dealing with
men here in his ministry, should be so broad as to make
no -oceasion for persons ¢6 wish to withdraw from the
body by reason of these individual differences of opinion.

3. The committee noticing specifically some of the
alleged entertained views set forth in the reasons given,
state:

That as to the alleged “temple building and cere-
monial endowments therem ’ that we know of no temple
building, except as edifices wherem to worship God, and
no endowment except the endowment of the Holy Spirit
of the kind experienced by the early Saints on Pentecost
day.

4. “Baptism for the dead’’ referred to belongs to those
local questions of which the body has said by resolution:

“That the commandments of a local character, given to
the first organization of the church are binding on the
Reorganization only so far as they are either reiterated
or referred to as binding by commandment to this
church:” And that principle has neither been reiterated
nor referred to as a commandment,.

5. ‘“Tithing-as a law applicable to the church” is
accepted in the sense set forth by the Savior in the 16th
chapter of the Gospel recorded by Luke, that we are
stewards of our heavenly Father-so far as the riches of
this world are concerned and that as such we should
render an account of our stewardship here; the rendition
is in all cases however, necessarily voluntary on the pars
of the member complying with the law.

6. We know of no ‘“‘consecration’ by which individuals
are made legal heirs to the kingdom of God, or Church of
Christ, when the rewards are apportioned; except, that
of a life consecrated to the service of the Master as
ordained in his word together with the consecration of
properties for the aid of the poor, preaching of the gospel
and establishment of the said kingdom, as a member of
the same has so to impart.
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7. “The sole mouthpiece of the church,”” is Jesus
Christ. We are to reccive commandments as a church
only as Christ communicates the same; and we are
entitled, as a church, to be first satisfied that Christ did
give any commandment purporting to come from him,
before accepting, or receiving the same.

8. ““Plenary inspiration” has never been affirmed by
the church; but we believe in the so named “‘authorized”
books of the church as true and proper standards of
evidence in the determination of all controverted doc-
trines in theology.

9. The doctrine of “cursing” and “‘avenging enemies,”
we accept only as explained in paragraphs 3 and. 4 of
section 102, Doctrine and Covenants, the section referred
to by the brethren, wherein the Lord is made the sole
executor in behalf of the children of Zion as follows: . . .

10.  So far as the necessity and failure on the part of
the church is concerned to convene the quorums in
General Assembly, the wisdom of the majority of the
body as to the practicability and necessity of such a step
seems to have been adverse thereto: in the past.

11. That part of the reasons in the addenda to the
application referring to providing a place of living for
certain officers of the church is incorrect and misleading;’
for said revelation provides for the erection of a boarding
house, a hotel for strangers, in which house the Presi-
dent of the church as such, and his successors, were to
~“*‘have place;”” but neither he nor they were to own said
house, neither were he or they to be its ‘““governer,” or
keeper; and further the commandment to build is largely
of a local character; has never been reiterated to this
church and consequently under the resolution of the
.body, before referred to, not made binding upon us.

(2) We further believe in an “imperial dynasty’ only,
wherein Christ is to be King, and the reigning of such of
his servants who keep the faith here, with him when he
shall come with his rewards. . . .

Adopted April 10, 1886.

No. 309. That we grant the request of those desiring
to withdraw from the church, and that their names be
stricken from the Church Records. (The names thus
acted upon by conference were those of J.-W. Briegs, Z.
H. Gurley. E. H. Gurley, M‘Lw(uet Gurley, Grace Gurley
and Mida Gurley.)
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No. 310. ‘That hereafter when any five members shall
demand that the vote be taken by yeas and nays it shall
be so taken, providing they shall not be demanded when
a vote is partially taken.

Adopted April 12, 1886.

No. 811. The Bishopric presented the following
reporti— : : )

““The work referred to the Bishopric at the last confer-
ence of organizing and setting in order the lesser quo-
rums of the church, has been duly considered by us; and
after an examination of the law, we are led to conclude
that this is a duty enjoined upon the Quorum of the
Twelve,

“We therefore refer the matter back to the conference,
together with all applications for membership to the
quorums, lest we should transcend our duties and inter-
fere with that of our brethren and await your further
action in the premises.’

“It was ordered that the matter be referred to the
Twelve.’

Adopted April 13, 1886.

© No. 312. That in organized districts, no one be or-
dained to the office of an elder, without the voice of the
district or conference be had ordermg such ordmatlon or
by sanction of the missionary in charge.

Adopted April 14, 1886.

No. 813, Whereas; In past years Elder J. W. Briggs
was appointed Church Historian; and whereas, By
action of church in granting his. withdrawal, such
appointment is cancelled., Therefore, be it resolved,
That a committee of three be appointed to wait upon.J.
W. Briggs, authorized to request and receive from him
all or any books or papers belonging to said church in his
hands as such historian.

No. 314. That provision four, of section three, of
the Articles of Representation, which reads:—

“Provided 4th; That no one delégate shall represent in
the same conference more than one district,”” be stricken
out, and the following inserted in lieu thereof: “Pro-
vided 4th; That no one delegate shall be entitled to cast,
as representative, in the same conference, more-than
twenty votes.”’ '
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Adopted April 16, 1886,

No. 315. That the Bishop of the church be authorized
to transfer to the Business Manager of the Board of Pub-
lication the sum of $500, from moneys now due the
church by the board, for the purpose of furnishing tracts
for free distribution, such as the Bishop and Business
Manager may direct.

No. 316. Whereas, Much confusion and disappoint-
ment are experienced by the present method of enrolling
elders in the several quorums of the eldership; therefore,
be it resolved, That all applications for enrollment be
made to the Secretary of the church.

No. 317. Resolved, That the practice of dancing should
be discouraged, and that members of the church should
be urged to avoid the practice, as being one likely to lead
their minds from Christ and his gospel.

No. 318. That no one in the future who has been
placed under silence, appear as an elder in any sense in
public, presenting in any shape the claims of the church:

No. 319. That all that part of Wyoming west of Chey-
enne, be annexed to the Rocky Mountain Mission. .

Adopted April 17, 1886.

No. 320. Whereas, Inequality and loss to the church
result from the practice of taking up collections for the
support of the ministry; and whereas, such practice is in
opposition to the recommendation of the Twelve and the
Bishopric, with the endorsement of the General Confer-
ence thereon (see minutes of September conference,
1882),

Therefore, be it resolved by this council, That we call
the special attention of all General Conference ap-
pointees, branch presidents and all whom it may con-
cern, to this matter, and we declare in harmony with the
expressed views of the Twelve, Bishopric, and church,
that none but the Bishopric, their agents, or some one
either authorized by them, or holding an ex officio right,
are.authorized to take up collections for the ministry.

No. 321. Whereas, There have been, from time:to
time, numbers of elders in the field, in addition to Gen-.
eral Conference appointees, some with and some withous
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the permission of the missionary in charge; and whereas,
Many, if not all, of said elders have received money, but
failed to report the same to the Bishop, as required
by him; therefore, be it

Resolved, That while we look with favor upon. and
shall ever seek to encourage the efforts made by the
elders to preach the gospel as their circumstances will
permit, we deprecate their failure to properly account
for all moneys received and advise that all elders receiv-
ing help while laboring in the Master’s vineyard be
required to report the same in full to the Bishop of the
church.

Adopted April 8, 1887.

No. 822, That the request of the Northern California-
district touching a lack of ministerial aid be supplied at
the earliest time those in charge of such work find it
practicable; and that it is the mind of this conference
that all moneys coming into the church treasury are to
be expended at the discretion of those who are held
responsible before the Lord therefor; subject to inquiry
by the body in cases of misappropriation.

Adopted April 9, 1887,

No. 828. That the Board of Publication be requested
as soon as practicable to publish' a cheap edition of
hymns and tunes, for use by the church.

Adopted April 11, 1887.

No. 324. That there be ‘“‘an annual examination of the
books and management of the Herald Office, by a com-
mittee duly appointed by the body for that purpose.”’
(Substance of committee report adopted.)

No.325. Upon motion to sustain the Board of Publica-
tion, a subsidiary motion was introduced to reaffirm the
report of a committee adopted - April 10, 1885, found as
No. 298 in this compilation, The motion to so reaffirm
prevailed.

No. 326. That this conference as a body accept and
indorse the revelation presented to us-as being the word
of God; and additional direction by which we should
wallk in faith and trath before him.
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Adopted April 12, 1887.

No. 327. We, the members of the Quorum of the
Twelve, believing that the President of the church
should be furnished with additional facilities for the
performance of important duties made imperative by,
virtue of his high and holy calling; respectfully suggest
to your honorable body, that the Bishop be requested to
confer with the President concerning this matter; and
that he be authorized to expend means from the church
treasury, so far as it may be prudent to do so for such
facilities at the earliest possible time which in his judg-
ment shall be practicable and wise.

We further suggest the propriety of relieving the
Presidency from editorial labor, except that which is
necessary in the exercise of a supervisory watchecare as
soon as it can be done, without jeopardizing the welfare
of the work.

Atopted April 9, 10, 1888.

No. 328. T.engthy amendments to chapter 13 of the
Book of Rules were adopted, for which, with later
amendments, the committee on compilation refers to the
““Rules of Order and Debate.”

Adopted April 11, 1888.

No. 329. 1.—Whereas, The Lord has spoken against
the use of tobacco and strong drink on different occa~
sions; and whereas, In all our appointments we ought to
show respect unto said counsel. Therefore, resolved,
That henceforth we recommend no man for General Con-
ference appointment whom we know to be addicted to
either of the above evils, and Lha.t; this decision take
effect one year from date.

2.—Whereas, There is a divided opinion in the church
regarding the meaning of the clause in Doctrine and
Oovenanbs 42:22, which says: ‘‘And the church shall lift
up their hands against him or her,”” and the right to take
a negative vote on the question of expelling members
when so recommended by an elder’s court; and whereas,
Said division -of opinion has prevented uniformity of
action by the branch presidents and others.. Therefore,
resolved, That it is-our opinion that both affirmative and
negative vote should be taken in all cases of the kind
referred to.
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3.—Resolved, That in the event of a necessity for bap-
tism, for a renewal of the gospel covenant, the former
ordination of the individual thus baptized become null
and void.
Adopted April 12, 1888.

No. 330. The Twelve and the Bishopric met Aprxl 10,
and after examination and discussion, the following was
unanimously adopted:— S

“Resolved, That we reaffirm the basis of Adjustment,
and Principles and Rules of Action contained in our
joint epistle of 1878 as subsequently amended.” This
resolution does not include the preface to said eplstle,
but it is understood that said preface shall be dropped.
The subsequént amendment referred to is the striking
out of the words ‘said agents to be elders.’

“The following was adopted as the unanimous decision
and request of the two quorums:—Resolved, That the
Secretary b8 instructed to prepare a proper introduction
to the Epistle of the Twelve and Bishopric and furnish
the same with the request that it be published, and
incorporated in the Book of Rules when that is revised.

““It was also ordered that the names of all members of
each quoram, who are p1esent should be attached to sa.ld
joint epistle when published.” .

The foregoing was adopted by the General Conference,
with the proviso that said Principles. and Rules be
amended to read, ‘“‘That the ministry shall report
annually to the Bishop instead of semianually.” - :

Adopted April 10, 1890.

No. 331. Whereas, The recognized duty of the church
is to care for and provide for the poor; and whereas, It is
admitted that in their scattered condition they cannot be
cared for as they should be, therefore be it

Resolved, That we now take some active measures
towards providing a ‘home for the poor; such a home as
will be in accord with the Savior’s'injunction, “Do unto
others as you would that they should do unto you.”

This was discussed and then referred to the Bishoprie,
and they were authorized to act in this matter as found
practicable.

Adopted April 11, 1890,

No. 332. That the First Presidency and the General
Church” Secretary be authorized to prepare a blank form
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upon which all ministers are hereby requested to report,
and as briefly as possible. Be it further

Resolved, That the Board of Publication be requested
to hereafter publish said reports, together with the min-
utes of future General Conferences in pamphlet form,
as supplements to the Herald instead of in the Herald
colummns as at present published.

No. 333. That a committee of two be selected by this
body to prepare an article representing the faith and
principles of the church, for standard encyclopedias and
school histories. -

No. 834, -Whereas, The undertaking of building a place
ample to accommodate the Saints for public worship at
Independence, Missouri, has required an outlay.of means
greater than the Saints of the Independence branch have
been able to raise themselves; and

Whereas, The services of Bro. Joseph Luff have been
for the past three years and are now restricted in great
measure to looking after this work, and under the pres-
ent ontlook will necessarily by reason of this be further
kept from his ministerial work for a long time; and

Whereas, The Bishopric of the church is the proper
department to take charge of and see after the construe-
tion of buildings and expenditure of church funds gener-
ally. .

Therefore, be it resolved, That this conference instruct
and authorize the Bishopric of the church to take such
steps as they shall deem proper, and as they may satisfac-
torily arrange with the local committee of said church,
to take charge of said work and raise such special fund as
shall be necessary to meet the indebtedness and comple-
tion of said structure, and that the said Luff shall as soon
as such arrangements are perfected in a satisfactory
manner to the Bishopric and local committee be released
from personal oversight, so as to enable him to discharge
the duties of his office as one of the Twelve.

No. 335. Resolved, That in the opinion of this confer-
ence, the time hasarrived when it may be expedient to
establish an institution of learning under the control or
influence of our church organization, and to this end
there shall be a committee appointed (by the body) to
receive proposals for a location and take such other
preliminary measures as may be necessary; and said
committee are empowered after receiving such proposals
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to make all necessary arrangements for the establish-
ment of such institution.

No. 336. That a committee of three be appointed by
this body to revise the Rules of Order, suggesting whag-
ever amendments are necessary, and collate for publica-
tion therewith the principles and rules governing in
church representation and arranging the whole ready for
publication, upon endorsement of the next Annual Con-
ference.

Adopted April 12, 1890.

No. 337. The committee on college reported having
organized, choosing Bishop G. A. Blakeslee as Presldem;
PDavid Dancer as Treasurer and Robert Winning as Sec-
retary, and that they had adopted the followmg resolu-
tions:—

That the committee take measures f{o. secure &
proper fund for carrying into effect the resolution rela-
tive to the establishment of an institution of learning
passed by the conference on yesterday and to this end
that we open proper subscription books and arrange for a
special fund to be known as the ““Oollege Fund,”’ for this
purpose.

That E. L. Kelley and Robert Winning be a committee
to prepare the necessary subseription hsts and books.

That the personal canvass be under the direct supervi--
sion of the Bishoprie, they appointing suitable persons to
solicit subscriptions.

That all authorized canvassers be instructed to repors
monthly to the Secretary whose duty is to collect all
moneys and- to turn over same to the Treasurer, taking
his receipt therefor.

That when committee adjourns it shall be subject tc
the call of the President or that of a majority of the:
commrttee

“That we adopt the installment plan of subscrlptlon
one fifth of the amount subscribed to be due and payable
six. months from April 6, 1890, and the balance in equal
payments every three months thereafter. All subscrip-
tions made after October 6, 1890, will be due and payable,
the first installment of one fitth three months from date
of said subscription, and the balance in equal install-
ments each three months until paid.

That the Secretary communicate with T.amoni College
Committee and subseribers, and if possible secure the
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turning over to this committee of all cash and other sub-
scriptions made.

That the Treasurer and Secretary be called upon to
give bounds in such amounts as the Bishopric may deter-
mine; said bonds to be subject to the approval of the
Bishopric.

The report of the committee was adopted by the con-
ference.

No. 3838. The revelation given to the church through
President Joseph Smith April 8, 1890, was accepted by
the several quorums present, after which it was unani-
mously approved by the body.

No. 839. Whereas, The Sunday school movement in
the charch, which is becoming an important part of the
work of the body of Christ, has now arrived at that
period of its existence that it invites and needs assistance
and encouragement as well as recognition in a more
general and definite way, therefore, be it

Resolved, That this conference appoint a committee
whose duty shall be to devise ways and means towards
the further establishment of the Sunday school work,
with a view to making it a department of regular church
work and care. _

Adopted April 14, 1890.

No. 340. That the revelation received by the Presi-
dent of the church April 8, 1890, and accepted by the
General Conference, April 12, 1890, be compiled in future
editions of the Book of Covenants, and that the Board of
Publication be requested to issue the said revelation as a
supplement to the Herald as section 120, of Doetrine and
Covenants, and properly paged; and also the revelations.
of 1882 and 1887 be published in the same supplement.

Adopted April 15, 1890.

No. 341. Twelve high priests were chosen to form a
High Council, in harmony with the revelation received
during the conference, and it was

Resolved, That the First Presidency call the council
and attend to the matter of organization as soon as they
can conveniently.

Adopted April 9, 1891.

No. 342. On call the committee appointed September
22, 1877, to revise and publish the “History of Joseph
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Smith,” as contained in the 7%mes and Seasons and in
other publications of the church. Their reports were
received and the committee was continued, with quuesb
for further action by them.

No. 343.
WITNESSES IN ADULTERY CASES.

Whereas, There is a difference of opinion existing
in the minds of the Saints regarding the requirements
of Doctrine and Covenants 42:22, relating to the trial
of parties charged with adultery, some holding that
two or more eye witnesses to the act charged are neces-
sary before conviction, and others believing differently,

Resolved, That . . . the law referred to does not
require eye witnesses to the act charged, but if there are
found members of the church who as witnesses testify
concerning facts or circumstances bearing upon the case,
whose evidence is of a character to remove all reasonable
doubt as to the guilt of the parties charged, from the
minds of the elders trying the case, it is sufficient. If
one eye witness be found willing to testify in addition to.
the above it is better, though not absolutely necessary.

No. 344. Upon receiving the report of Committee on
Genperal Sunday School Organization, the conference by
vote recognized their work.

" No. 345. Elder E. L. Kelley was appointed Presuimg
Bishop, vice Bishop G. A. Blakeslee deceased. He
selected Elders G. H. Hilliard and E. A. Blakeslee as his
Counselors.

No. 346. The branch at Keb, near Ottumwa, lowa, and
the counties of Jetferson, Wapello, and Davis, in the
state of Jowa were annexed to the ‘“Nauvoo and Sfring
Prairie district.”

Adopted April 10, 1891.

No. 347. The subject of the reincorporation of the
church was taken up and the following was moved and
adopted: © “That a.committee of three be appointed to
prepare Articles of Incorporation in harmony and in con-
formity with the present incorporation under the laws of
the state of Illinois, the same to be used to further incor=
‘porate the society in the state of Iowa and other states by
wvote of any large branch or stake in such states as pro-
vided by the laws of the same.”’
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No. 348. Whereas, The publication of the financial -
reports of the ministry is attended with great expense;
and, whereas, The law only provides for elders making
reports to the Bishop, therefore be it resolved, That here-
after only the totals of receipts and expenditures by the
ministry be published.

No. 349. That the Bishoprie be authorized to take
such steps to remove the cloud of title to real estate in
Independence, Missouri, as may be deemed wise and
proper by them.

No. 350. Whereas, By reason of the disorganization of
branches and districts there have been valuable records
lost to the church, therefore be it resolved, That here-
after when branches become disorgarized, either by the
removal of members or the act of conference, that those
having possession of such branch records are hereby
requested and instructed to deposit them with their dis-
trict clerks; and that if the district clerks do not need
them that they send these records to the General Church
Secretary and Recorder for deposit in the vaults of his
office; and furthermore, That upon the disorganization
of districts their records should also be sent to the same
place for safe keeping.

No. 851. 1 Whereas, The growth of the church
has been attended with an increase of responsibilities -
and cares, making necessary the liberation our chief
officers from all burdens not necessarlly included in
their office and calling; and

2 Whereas, We have witnessed with deep considera-
tion the effect of overanxiety and work upon the Presi-
dency of the church; and

3 Whereas, The law provides that they should be so
cared for by the church as-to enable them to devote their
time and energy exclusively to. the duties of the office
held by them, and

4 Whereas, We believe that the editorial or other man-
agement of the Herald is not comprehended in their
official calling, but is an added burden, imposed withous
command of the Spirit, or being necessary under the
law,

Resolved, That the Quorum of the Twelve and the
Bishopric be authorized to take such steps and provide .
such means as in their judgment shall be proper to.
relieve the members of the Presidency from their present
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financial burdens and encumbrances (if any shall be
found) and provide for the support of themselves and
families according to the law, thus leaving them free and
untrammeled to attend exclusively to the duties of the
office of the Presidency.

Resolved, That the Board of Publication be requested
to act in accord with the foregoing and release said
brethren from all obligations connected with the edmng
of the Herald.

No. 352, We, your committee appointed to examine
and report upon the petition from the annual conference
of the English Mission, held at Birmingham, August 2-4,
1890, beg leave to report as follows:

Resolved, That this committee recommend that mis-
sion and district conferences may be composed of both
the ministry and members residing within the limits of
said conferences and that such shall be entitled to voice
and vote; or that they may, if such bodies shall deem it
best for their interests, adopt the rules governing  the
composition and organization of General Conferences
ag set forth in the Rules or Order and Rules of Represen-
tation.

No. 353, We, your committee appointed to examine
and report regarding petition from the Nodaway, Mis-
souri, district, asking the conference to define the duties
of a missionary in charge, submissionary in charge and
of district presidents, would respectfully submit the
following: '

Resolved, That we recommend that all parties inter-
ested in these and similar questions be referred to the
law of the church, especially to the revelation of April 8,
1890, and the missmndry in charge; and in case a mutual
undersmndmg is not had they may appeal to the First
Presidency.

No. 354, “The committee on credentials reported,
advising that hereafter, when practicable, the credentials
[of delegates to.the General Conferences] be written ous
and sent to the Church Secretary in time for him to
make up his yea and nay forms prior to the conference
session, as he also himself has suggested that ik be done.’”

Adopted” April 13, 14, 1891.

No. 355. Various amendments to the Rules of Order
and Debate; recommended by the committee on revision
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and by the First Presidency, together with a provision
that the Articles of Incorporation be included in said
book, were adopted. See edition of 1891.

Adopted April 9, 1892.

No. 856. Thatin the preparation of the Church Secre-
tary’s report, this body desires that of the Church Secre-
tary, and not those of district clerks, who are not under
direction of the body.

Adopted April 11, 1892.

No. 357. That a committee be appointed to take the
steps necessary, and to make arrangements to properly
represent the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ and its
standard works at the *“World’s Fair” in Chicago, 'in
1893.

No. 3858. Resolved, That the reply of Bro. J. R. Lam-
bert in advocacy and defense of the Book of Mormon, and
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, as offered to the church
in his report to this body, be referred to the Board of
Publication, with request that it be published in the
Herald, or in pamphlet-form if they deem best.

No. 359. Whereas, Should the Bishop of the church be
able to close his fiscal vear on March 15th, at the same
time-that the Herald Office year closes, the committee on
auditing Herald Office accounts could, without additional
expense, audit the Bishop’s books also; and

Whereas, Such audit of accounts would enable the
Bishop to present his report for direct action without
delaying conference by committee work, be it hereby

Resolved, That in the year 1893, and thenceforward the
Bishop’s books and accounts be audited prior to the con-
vening of each ‘April Conference, by the above named
committee.

Adopted April 12, 1892.

No. 860. The following was adopted, as presented by
the Board of Publication, together with the proviso for a
committee of revision that follows:—

“That an authentic history of the rise and progress of
the church should be compiled and published, and we
therefore recommend that the conference of the church
shall now take action authorizing the Board to cause
such compilation and publication to be made.”’
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Resolved, That we appoint a committee of examination
and revision, consisting of Brn. Joseph Smith, W. H.
Kelley, Charles Derry, and J. R. Lambert, in connection
with the Board of Publication.

Adopted April 13, 1892.

No. 861. Resolved, That we instruct the elders of the
church who are not under general church appointment
to not report to this body, unless the labor performed has
been outside of ‘all districts and branches; and that the
Secretary of the church be anthorized to réject all minis-
terial reports which do not properly belonv to the Gen-
eral Conference of the church,

No. 362. Whereas, The Quorum ‘of the Twelve deem
it wisdom to appoint none as church missionaries who do
not honor the Lord in “‘avoiding the use of tobacco,”
etc., as enjoined in the revelation of April, 1887, and

Whereas, Branch, and especially district presidents,
are important church servants, therefore be it

Resolved, That we do respectfully call the attention of
all Baints to the propriety of observing the example of
thre Twelve in appointing such o"ﬁcels, especially where
others equally competent are- available who do thus
honor the Lord.

No. 863. Resolved, That ministers. who are eligible to
the law of tithing, and refuse to comply with it; or who
ignore the law by neither paying nor making proper
effort to pay, are not justly e*ltltled to claim upon the
church for family support.

No. 864. Resolved, That the work done by a commit-
tee appointed to compile acts of General Conferences
binding upon the body, aecepted by the conference of
1887, and referred to the Board of Publication *“‘with
authorlty to publish if deemed best by them,” be com-
pleted, including similar acts that this conference has
passed or may pass; that a committee be appointed to so
complete the compilation, said committee to report-its
work for examination to the Board of Publication, which
is requested to publish -the completed work 1f prac-
ticable.

No. 865. = A report-was presenrted from the Youhg-
People’s Mutual Improvement Society, of St. Joseph,
Missouri, asking that action be taken toward complet' ng
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an organlzatlon of the young people’s societies. The
matter was ‘‘left with the society for such further action
as they may deem best.’

No. 366. The Presiding Bishop presented a special
reporf, calling attention to the effort of the BlShOpI‘lO “to
provide for a special fund to aid the church in its work
ag emergency might arise, and provide for a suitable
Home for Saints, when circumstances demanded the
same,”’ ete.

““A motion was adopted that this body approves of the
movement {or the object stated.”

Adopted April 15, 1892.

The four following resclutions were presented by the
Quorum.of the Twelve:—

No. 867. 1st. Whereas, A question has arisen in regard
to the right of a missionary in charge to move a mission-
ary placed under him from one subdivision of his fleld to
another, after the General Conference has ratified his
appointment to the first subdivision, and, whereas, The
missionary in charge is expected to direct the labor of all
under him for the best good of the cause throughout his
mission, resolved, That in our opinion the authority is
vested in the missionary in charge to make all such
changes” of the above character as in his judgment are
necessary to advance the church work, and in so doing
he does not violate the sense of the General Conference
action regarding the missionary whose field of operation
is thus changed.

No. 368. 2d. Resolved, That we recoghize the Bible,
Book of Mormon,and Doctrine and Covenants as the only
standard works of the church; and it is our opinion that
every other book, pamphlet, or other publication, should
simply rest upon its own merits, the church being
responsible only for that which it authorized to be done,
‘'or which it accepts after it-is done.

No. 369. 3d. Sunday school and branch entertain-
ments:— )

The young, middle-aged, and sdged, are alike under
obligations to shun the evils of the world, and adhere to
the teachings of the word of God. They are not their
own, but having been “‘bought with a price,’” they belong
to Christ. That which is immoral in its tendency, or
that which will in anywise interfere with the perform-
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ance of duty as presented to us in the Sacred Word,
or that which tends to prevent us from rising to that
high standard -of thought and action to which all the
Baints of God should aspire, should be excluded from the
entertainments held in different branches of the charch.
Aund we believe that the enactment of tragedies should
be avoided, and that purely frivolous dispiay, or farces
which embody no moral, as & prominent feature, are
improper.

While in the very nature of the case it is difficult,
if not impracticable, for us to denounce in a wholesale
manner any class of performances known by a specific
name, yet we may safely condemn all that we are unable
to harmonize with the teachings of the sacred books
of the church; that is, the Holy Scriptures, the Book of
Mormon, and Doctrine and Covenants. That -which is
harmless and pure in its character and tendency may
safely be admitted; that which is not should be excluded.
The holding of Sunday school and church entertain-
ments for landable purposes, when of a proper kind, are
not only permissible, but commendable.  The exercises,
however, should be of such a character as will tend to
develop the latent powers of mind in the young, and
those of riper years, imparting broader views of morality
and social enjoymeut, thus imparting that innocent
pleasure which inspires those who possess it to reach still
higher after all that is elevating and instructive. We
are further of the opinion that those who are in charge
of Sunday schools and branches where these entertain-
ments are to be had, may with proper care, be qualified
to choose between that which is innocent and beneficial,
and that which is not. All should so live as to enjoy
that measure of the Spirit of truth which will prevent
them from indulging in that which would lead them
away from God.

No. 870.. 4th. Action on Book of Rules:—

Whereas, We find certain portions of the “Rules of
Order” to be in conflict with the revelation of 1890, and
whereas, Said conflict has occasioned difficulty in certain
quarters, and is likely to cause trouble hereafter,
resolved, That we ask General Conference to order the
following amendment; viz.:— }

1. To strike out the last seven lines of ‘section 4, and
instead thereof insert the words, ‘‘organizations may be
effected by the missionary in charge, or by the districs
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president’with the consent, knowledge, and direction of
the missionary in charge, when circumstances prevent
the latter from being present; or by order of the confer-
ences.’

2. By striking out the first sentence of section 11, and
inserting the following words in the place thereof:
“Districts should be organized by direction of the confer-
ences, or by the personal preseénce and direction of the
Twelve, or some member of that guorum who may be in
charge, if practicable.”

No. 371. TResolved that .-, . when counflict of au-
thority, or difficulty arises in regard to branch boun-
daries, the matter be referred to the missionary in
charge, for adjudication, and that his decision be final.

Adopted April 7, 1893,

No. 872, That the boundary lines of the Northern
Illinois district be as follows:— }

‘“‘Beginning at the Wisconsin line at the northwest cor-
ner of Winnebago county, Illinois, and running south,
straight with the west side of said county to a ]me run-
ning due east from Pekin City, following said line to the
Indiana state. line, thence north fo Lake Michigan;
thence following the west shore to the southeast corner
of Wisconsin, leaving the north boundary undefined.”

Adopted April 8, 1893.

No. 373. That the Central Missouri district be disor-
ganized. * “That Ray county and all the territory lying
west of said county, in said district, be added to the Far
West distriet, and that Carroll county and all the terri-
tory lying east-and north of said county, in said dlstmct
be added to the Northeastern Missouri district.” :

No. 374. Resolved, That the committee on encyclope-
dias be authorized to present the matter prepared by
them to each publisher, or publishing company, of the
standard encyclopedias and school histories, with request
for publication; also to such of the magazines, journals,
and papers as they may deem best calculated to accom-
plish the object of their appointment.

Adopted April 10, 1893.

No. 375. Resolved, That hereafter all reports of the
general ministry, the Bishoprie, and the Presidency, be
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sent to the Church Secretary at least ten days prior to
the time of assembling of any General Conference, and
that the same may be presented to the publishing board.
who shall publish the same in supplemental form, and
send out with the Herald, and present a copy to each
member of the conference; and that the reading of
reports to the conference be dispensed with.

Adopted April 12, 1893.

No. 376. Resolved, That this conference favor the
active prosecution of the work in the city of Chicago
during the time of the Columbian Exposition, and thas
we encourage and sustain the missionaries in charge in
making such special efforts in this direction as shall be
deemed proper by them with the means the Bishop may
be able to supply for the purpose.

No. 377.  Resolved, That we consider the practice of
dancing and card playing as unbecoming true Christians;
and should be avoided by all Saints.

Adopted April 13, 1893.

No. 378. Resolved, That in our judgment much of the
church history contained in the Millennial Star and also
in Times and Seasons is of extremely doubtful character,
and cannot be safely relied upon; therefore it shonld not
be employed as authority in matters a,ffeomng the govern-~
ment of the church.

Adopted April 14, 1893.

No. 879. Presented by the First Seventy:—

“‘Resolved, That in the opinion of this quorum general
church ministers who labor in the literary concerns of
the church should conform to the provisions of the law
in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants,-as found in the
sections quoted as follows (70:3; 72:4). "

“Resolved, further, That the Board of Publication be
instructed to carry this resolution into effect in its man-
agement of the Herald Office.”

Adopted April 15, 1893.

r No. 880. That we use our influence, and, so far as§ pos-
sible, aid the General Sunday School Association.
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Adopted April 7, 1894,

No. 381. We your committee appointed to examine
the resolution of the Eastern Iowa district relating to the
term “Mormon,”” beg to report: That in view of the fact
that the church has already officially placed itself on
record as to name, designation, or title, and by incorpo-
ration in the states of both Illinois -and Iowa has the
stamp of legality affixed thereto, we see no necessity for
this conference to take other action than to discourage
the use of such term in both writing and speaking. -

Adopted April 9, 1894,

No. 882. That Brn. E. L. Kelley, R. 8. Salyards, and
H. A. Stebbins be appointed to revise the acts of General
Conferences that have already been compiled, and make
them ready for publication, and report to this body.

Adopted April 10, 1894.

No. 383. Substance of committee report on boundaries
of St. Liouis district:—

That the counties so included be designated as Lincola,
Montgomery, Warren, St. Charles, St. Louis, Franklin,
Gasconade, Osage, Maries, Phelps, Crawford, Washington,
St. Francois, St Geneweve Perry, and Jeﬂerson

We find that in Illinois the Illinois Central railroad
line is already the eastern boundary of the St. Louis dis-
trict, and we recommend that the northern boundaries of
the following counties; to wit, Christian, Sangamon, and
Morgan be the northern boundary of the St. Louis dis-
trict, from the Illinois Central railroad line west to the
Tllinois river, and that the Illinois river be the western
boundary of the district south to the southern boundary
of Pike county, and thence the southern boundary of
Pike county form. the northern boundary to the Mis-
sissippi river.

Correction; We further recommend that all that part
of Illinois lying west of the Illinois Central railroad line
and south of the northern boundary herein defined be
included in the St. Louis distries.

Adopted April 11, 1894.

No. 884. The following was adopted in response to a
request from the Western Wisconsin district that the
state be divided into two districts:—

“That their petition be granted and the organization

www.LatterDayTruth.org



102 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS.

of said districts be provided for; that the. northern
boundaries of Vernon, Sauk, Columbia, Dodge, Wash-
ington, and Ozaukee counties be the dividing .line
between the two districts.” .

No. 385. Resolved, That a committee on American
Archaology be appointed, who shall report their labors
to the General Conference, and as they deem necessary
through the Herald, so that the church can have the
benefit of their labors; that said committee be composed
of five, three of whom shall be appointed by this con-
ference, the remaining two to be selected by the com-
mittee at their discretion.

Adopted April 12, 1894.

No. 386,
REPORT OF JOINT COUNCIL.

The Joint Council of the First Presidency, Twelve, and
High Priests, which has been holding sessions durmg
this conference, made report, reading:——

To.the Conference:—The Joint Council, in compliance
with your request, presents the following report, which
embraces what has been agreed upon.

1. Office in the Church of Christ is not conferred to dis-
tinguish, or glorify, or increase the importance of the
person on whom it is conferred.

2. Office in the church is conferred for the purpose of
accomplishing certain results designed in the instituting
and establishing the chureh.

3. All offices in the church come properly under the
head of the priesthood. Under this general head all the
officers. are arranged, there being two orders of pnest-
hood; the Melchisedec and the Aaronic.

4. The scope of the present council is confined to an
inquiry into the ealling, duties, and . prerogatives of the
First Presidency, Twelve, and the Quorum . of High
Prlests

The Pr651dent of the church is primarily appointed
by Tevelation.

6. This appointment is confirmed by the vote of the
chureh properly taken.’

7. That the Presidency is the leading quorum in the
church. That the duty of presiding over the church
devolves on that quorum. That it is the prerogative of
the President to preside over the whdle church, to bear
the responsibility of the care and oversight of the work
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of the church, in all its different departments, and
through the constituted officers of the church in their
various callings, according to the laws, rules, and regu-
lations in force and recognized by the church.

8. That it is the prerogative of the President to receive
revelations from God and give them to the church for the
direction and government of the affairs of the church.

9. That the members of the Presidency are leading
interpreters and teachers of the laws and revelations of
God, and are of right presidents of the General Assem-
blies of the church.

10. That the members of the Presidency are to preside-
over the High Council, and in the exercise of this duty "
to render decisions on important causes submitted to-
that council.

11. That it is the prerogative of the Presidency, to
receive revelations from God through the President and
present them to the church.

12, That the Presidency are the counselors of the
Twelve and exercise the right of presidency by direction
and council to that quoram.

13. That the calling and duties of the High Priests are
those of standing or local presidency of branches, dis-
tricts, conferences, or stakes, to the presidency of which
they may be called, or appointed by the constituted
authorities of the church, in accordance to the law,

14. That ‘‘the Twelve” ‘are the second quorum in
authority and importance in the general work of the
church; and is the leading missionary body of laborers,
under the direction and counsel of the Pxesxdency, whose
duty it is to preach the gospel, win sounls to Christ,
administer in the rites of the gospel, carry the gospel to
this and every other nation, take charge of and direct
other missionaries; and to do any work within their
calling, which the necessities of the work and general
welfare of the church may demand.

Josepa Suirm, President of Council.

Hemax C. SuiTH, . .
a .
HENKY A, STEBRINS, Secretaries of‘Counml

Adopted April 14, 1894,

No. 887. 'That it is the sense of this conference that
our ministry should confine themselves to the preaching
of the gospel, and that they desist from preaching that
which cannot be fully sustained by the standard Works
of the church.
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No. 388. A blank form for ministry reports, dlso a
form of summouns to appear, before elders’ courts, were
adopted, with a provision that the Board of Publication
furnish said forms. '

Adopted April 17, 1894,

No. 389. Whereas, In the prosecution of the Temple
Lot Suit, questions and settlement of title and property
interests are likely to further arise requiring attention,
therefore be it

Resolved,” That the Bishopric be authorized and
instructed to look after the same, if found necessary,
and to take such steps as shall be deemed necessary
for the good of the body and in justice to all parties
concerned.

Adopted April 19, 1894,

No. 390. Resolved, That Lamoni, lowa, be considered
and declared to be the seat of the First Presidency of the
church.

No. 391. The Presidency to. whom the resolution on
the subject of the resurrection was referred, report:—

That, While we are of the opinion that the standard
books  of the church. clearly teach the unconditional
resurrection of man, we believe it to be of doubtful pro-
priety for the church to put unnecessary restrictions
upon thre ministry as to the manner of their teaching
those doctrines and matters of faith which are of sec-
ondary importance; for, while possible injury may
accrue to individuals, here and there, who may be
inquiring for the word, from the advocacy of individual
views held by some of the laborers in the field; we think
such injury less hurtful to-the general work than that
which would result from the creation of a creed, or the
putting restrictions upon. the ministry in the form of
resolutions restraining the liberty of inquiry and investi-
gation, and censuring those who may venture into such
investigation, upon- what seems to them: to be fair
grounds.

We therefore recommend that the conference go no
further than to say that it is the belief of the church
that the doctrine of the resurrection provides for the
rising from the dead, of all men, each in his own order,
through the atonement wrought by Jesus Christ.

www.LatterDayTruth.org



GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS. 105

We cite from the Scriptures such passages as may be
:aids to understandlng upon the subject: Doctrine and
Covenants 28: 7, 8; 43:5; 45:10; 63:13; 76:3, 4, 7; 85:6, 29.
Book of Mormon 2 Nephi 6:4, 6; Mosiah 8: 9; 11:16.
Alma 8:10; 9: 3; ]9 4. Bool of ’\Yephl 11:7%; Book of Mor-
mon 4:6. Blble, John 5:28; Acts 24:15; 1 Cor. 15:21, 22,
128, 25, 26; Rev. 20:5, 12, 13; 21:8; 22:15.

No. 392. Presented by First Seventy:—

‘“‘Resolved, That we request President Joseph Smith to
‘insert in section 121 Doctrine and Covenants a statement
-of the instruction given to the Seventy in 1885—that
directing them to choose presidents of Seventy and
instructing the presidents thus chosen to choose other
beventy—thaf it may be preserved with other important
mstnuctxon given to the church and publisbed in that
section.’

Adopted April 8, 1895.

No. 393. The Quorum of the Twelve presented all the
following resolutions under the above date:—

Resolved, That while we recognize the Seventy as the
missionary force which is subject to the appointment
and demand of the Twelve, yet under existing circum-
stances, we find it impracticable to appoint in complete
harmony with the preambles and resolutions of one
year ago.

Resolved, further, That we now proceed to appoint as
nearly in harmony with our action of one year ago as the
.circamstances now confronting us will permit.

The action of the Twelve in 1894, referred to above, is
as follows:—

‘““Whereas, High priests, elders, and prlests are local
or standing ministers to the chuxch (D. C. 107:42; 120:3;
17:10, 25; 83:22,) and,— :

“Whereas, The local ministry are not under the law
subject to appointment as general missionaries, and,—

“*Whereas, The law says that ‘it is the duty of the
Traveling High Council to call upon the Seventy, when
they need assistance to fill the sevéral ecalls for preaching
and administering the gospel, instead of any others;’ (D.
C. 104:16,) and,—

“‘Vhereas The law provides’ for as many travehnu‘
ministers as ‘the labor in the vineyard of necessity
requires,’ (D. C. 104:43; 120:3,) and,—
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““Whereas, We deem it unwise that the Twelve should
be burdened with anything more than that which is
nec¢essary in order to fulfill the duties of thelr calling
and,—

‘“Whereas, We believe that the church has reached
that juncture in the progress of the work which will
enable us now, or very soon to more fully harmonize
with and carry out these provisions of Divine law, There-
fore be it,

““Resolved by_this council, That we take this method
of notifying this conference and the whole church, that
at the next convening of the General Conference we shall
expect to appoint in harmony with the above statements.
and the law cited therein.”

No. 394. Whereas, It is understood that ministers who
are appointed to labor as their circumstances permit,
have no claim upon the treasury of the church for
financial support; and whereas, It is the privilege~and
duty of all ministers to labor in their respective callings,
in harmony with local authority, wherever and when-
ever they can, without an appointment. from General
Conference; therefore be it resolvéd, That we take this
method of informing the church and ministry that here-
after we will discontinue the practice of so appointing,
unless special and extraordinary reasons be furnished in
favor of such appointments.

No. 395. Resolved, That in the event of an order by
the conference to publish the revelation of April, 1894,
in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, we request the
body to indorse and order published in connection there-
with, the proceedings of the Joint Council which was
provided for in the revelation.

Adopted April9, 1895,

No. 396, That this conference authorize and 1nstruct
the college committee to incorporate, as provided by the
laws of Iuvm, for institutions of learning.

No. 807. As presented by the Bishopric, to-whom the
question had been referred:—

1. That we fail to find any reference in the revelation
of 1894 in regard to the support of families of district
presidents, and hence nothing that could be construed to
change in any regard the maintenance of any family
from the plan set out in former chiurch articles, ‘
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2. The common and universal rule of the church upon
which any elder’s family is supplied is based upon the
law of necessity, and all are to be supplied according to
their several needs under the supervision of the general
church authorities, and can hardly expect any variation
from the rule; for the revelation states, section 70, para-
graph 3: “Behold, this is what the Lord requires of
every man in his stewardship, even as I the Lord have
appointed, or shall hereafter appoint unto any man.’”
District presidents when under general appointment and
giving their entire time, or, by agreement, a part, to
church work in like manner, are supplied according to
their needs.

Adopted April 11, 1895,

No. 398. ‘““We indorse and recommend the use of tents
for gospel work as being not only useful and economical,
but as an available and effective means of reaching
classes who would otherwise remain ignorant of the faith
delivered unto us; therefore we recommend that district
presidents and missionaries in charge be requested to aid
and encourage the tent work throughout all their mis-
sions wherever it may be practicable.”

No. 899. Whereas, In the prosecution of the college
work it is likely that there will be need of a board of
directors prior to the assembling of the next General
Conference therefore be it

Resolved, That this body proceed to pame a board of
nine directors to be known as the College Board, who
shall, under the articles of incorporation, have the usual
authority of such boards, except as may be varied by
such articles.

No. 400, In response to a petition from the 8t. Louis
district a committee was appointed to compile musie
and words for the *‘Saints’ Hymnal.”’ The Hymnal was
issued and subsequently approved by the conference.

Adopted April 12, 1895,

No. 401. Resolved, That we go upon record as believ~
ing that the act of conveying the emblems to those par-
taking forms a part of the work of “administering the
sacrament,’”” and, - under the ‘law, neither teachers,
deacons, nor laity have right to serve in that capacity.
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Adopted April 8, 1896,

No. 402. Resolved, That inasmuch as section 113 in
Book of Doctrine and Covenants was. not given by inspi-
ration, but seems to be an individual statement relative
$t0 the martyrdom- of Joseph and Hyrum Smith, and in
some degree has a tendency to do the church harm when
used by the enemy as it is now published, that the Presi-
dent of the church and the Board of Publication. be
instrncted to prepare and publish an explanation with
said section.

Adopted April 9, 1896,

No. 403. The committee on American Archsology
was instructed to complete its report, and to publish
therewith the map prepared by its direction, in pamphles$
form,

Adopted April 10, 1896.

No..404. Whereas, We are at a disadvantage with
some railroads, the Pennsylvania lines and others, in
reférence to permits, therefore be it resolved, That the
President, Secretary, and Bishop are hereby requested to
make effort to secure our rights and privileges in such
matters and that the action before passed by us in this
conference be hereby placed in the hands of this com-
mittee, to be consummated or not as shall be found
advisable.

No. 405. Resolved, That the Board of Publication' be
instructed to inquire into the feasibility of purchasing
Zion’s Ensign with its printing plant and property at-
Independence, Missouri, and if the purchase shall be
found possible at a price and terms suitable, the board
be authorized to make said purchase as soon as found
practicable. )

No. 406. Whereas, The work attending the duties of
General Secretary and Recorder for the church is
increasing largely, and owing to the progress of the work
will be still further increased, therefore be it -

Resolved, That the offices be separated. . . .

No. 407. Elder R. 8. Salyards was elected to the office
of Church Secretary.

No. 408. Elder H. A. Stebbins was retained as Church
Recorder.
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No. 409. Whereas, There is a growing need that we
have an authorized history of the church, therefore be it
resolved that the body elect a General Church Historian.

“The matter was then referred to the Board of Publi-
cation with instructions to choose & historian.”’

No. 410. Whereas, It is believed by some that in the
Voice of Warning there is archzeological matter, good in
its time but which can now be replaced with later and
better matter; and

Whereas, It is believed the Voice of Warning can be
improved in several features;

Therefore be it resolved, That it be submitted to a
committee of three for revision; and that the President
of the Board of Publication with the committee review
the work done, after which it be at once pubhshed by
the board.

No. 411. - On motion the office of the Church Secretary
was designated as, ‘‘Secretary of the Reorganized Church
of Jesus Christ of Liatter Day Saints.”

Adopted April 11, 1896.

No. 412, The statement on the question of “Marriage
and Divorce,” reported by a committee to the General
Conference of 1895, and deferred for consideration at this
conference, was amended and adopted, reading as follows:

We your committee to whom was referred the pre-
amble and resolution upon the subject of marriage and
divorce, pending Friday, April 13, 1894, as found upon
page 34 of the published minutes of the session of confer-
ence for 1894, beg leave and report:—

“Whereas, There exists in the church no definite and
positive understanding on the law governing divorce-
ment, therefore be it resolved that Lhere be a committee
of three appointed to draft a statement of the law
together with an’ explanation thereof governing the
relationship of husband and wife, touching the following
features: —
© 41, Justifiable causes for separatlon of husband and
wife.

“2. On what conditions can husband or wife whose
companion is still living be privileged to marry again?

‘3. The lawfulness or unlawfulness of receiving indi-
viduals into the church when having one or more com-
panions living from whom they have been separated.
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‘4. The lawfulness or. unlawfulness of expelling mem-
bers from the church for separating from companions.

‘5. As to whether we as a church should recognize
that the divorce law of the land separates and frees in a
gospel sense.”’

1. Marriage is a condition of life between the sexes
instituted by God at the creation of man, in which two
individuals, man and woman, enter into an agreement to
abide with each other for the purpose of companionship,
mental, moral, and social, and for the purposes of pro-
creation, named in the word as multiplying and replen-
ishing, that *‘the earth might answer the end of its
creation and be filled with the measure of man.”’

2. This condition of life known a§.the domestic or
marriage relation should not be entered into hastily, nor
without due consideration upon the part of those being
parties to it; and in all cases it should be understood that
the covenant of marriage was to bind those entering into
it for life. (Note a.)

3. The causes justifying separatlon between married
persons are; (a) Adultery; (b) Abandonment without
cause, constituting presumption of crime, referred to in
Matbhew 5:32. (Note b.)

4, Persons who have been married and who have after-
wards been separated may marry other companions, on
condition that the cause for separation was a justifiable
one. When either party to a contract of marriage has so
conducted himself toward the other that the presumptive
cause referred to in Matthew 5: 32, has occurred; the put-
ting away being understood to be the act of either one, or
both. (Notec.)

5. Persons who have separated from their companions
for cause may be received by baptism into the church.
The church being under obligation 10 observe the law of
the land, where persons who have been legally separated
from former companions and. have remarried present
themselves for baptism it is to be presumed that the
separation sanctioned by the courts was for cause. Per-
sons who at the time of being received into the church
are married shounld be required to keep the contract of
marriage then existing sacred, and falfill it to the end.
(Note 4.)

6. Separation alone is not justifiable causé for expul‘
sion from the church. (Note e.)

7..The church should recognize the acts of the courts
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of the land under the existing law governing divorce-
ment, when the acts of the offending party have been
such that the putting away is the presumptive act of
guilt referred to in Matthew 5: 32, (Note f.)

NOTES.

Note a.—The church has already declared that there is
but one sufficient cause for absolute separation of mar-
ried persons; resclution presented at April session of con-
ference for 1883 reads:—

1. Whereas, We believe that marriage is ordained of
God, and that the law of God provides for but one com-
panion in wedlock, for either man or woman—except in
cases where the contract is broken by death or tramsgres-
sion; therefore,

“Resolved, That it is our understanding that in case of
separation of husband and wife, one of which is guilty of
the crime of fornication, or adultery, the other becomes
released from the marriage bond, 'md if they so desire
may obtain a divorce and marry again.

At the session of 1884, this resolution was, on April 9,
on proper motion adopted and became the rule of the
church.

The law relied upon as the basis of this rule will be
found in Genesis 2: 24; Matthew 19: 5; Book of Mormon,
Book of Jacob 2: 6; Doctrine and Covenants 49: 3.

Note b.—The law of God as found in the books havmg
1o provision for divorcement, it is fair to presume that
no separation of married persons wascontemplated at the
time marriage was iunstituted. However, the necessity
having occurred, through lapse of time and man’s per-
versity, Jesus makes statement of cause justifying sepa-
ration; this cause is,-adultery, unfaithfulness to the bond
-of marriage; and is in. an additional statement, covered
in the terms ‘“‘putting away.”’

In the sermon on the mount, Jesus, referring to the
inadequateness of the law, declared:—

‘“Whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the
-cause of -fornication, causeth her to commit adultery;
a0nd whosoéver shall marry her that is divorced commit-
teth adultery.”’—Matthew 5: 32.

It is stated by Matthew in 19: 9, that Jesus taught
thus:—

“Whosoever shall pubt away his wife, except it be for
fornication,; and shall marry another; committeth adul-
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tery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth
commit adualtery.”

In Mark 10; 11, 12, thus:— .

“Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry
another, committeth adultery against her. And if a’
woman shall put away her husband, and be married to
another, she committeth adultery.”

Luke has it thus:—-

“Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth
another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her
that is put away from her husband committeth adul-
tery.”’—Luke 16; 18,

Any extreme rendition of these passages will do injus-
tice in every case where the husband, ot wife is put away-
being innocent of the offense of adultery. Neither Mark,
nor Liuke has the justifying provision of adultery, or for-
nication: but this is found in both passages in Matthew,
5th and 19th chapters.

The ‘declaration of the church in 1835 was that in ‘‘case
of death,” either party was at liberty to marry again. -

The rule found in section 42, paragraph 7, Doctrine
and Covenants forbids adultery, and makes the second
offense one that the church may not forgive.

These taken with the statement of Jesus, Matthew 5:
32, warrant the belief that the married man, or married
woman that is guilty of adultery becomes dead to the law
of marriage, and justifies putting away.

A-distinction must be made between ‘“‘putting away’”
and divorcement; the last being but the'legal recognition
of the act of putting away. Jesus clearly makes this
distinction, in the sermon, and in the teaching to the
disciples, Matthew 19.

This '‘putting away’’ of either husband or wife, except
for the one cause actually committed, is by the teaching
of Jesus, Matthew 5: 32, made to be presumptive adul-
tery; and in such case, the ‘person so put away is sinned
against; and if the person so putting away marries, the
one put away is certainly free because the crime of adul-
tery in fact has followed and the offending party is dead
to the bond. The married man or woman, that puts.
away a companion being innocent of wrongdoing, is in
the transgression, and is constructively guilty of adul-
tery and causes the same wrong to attach to the one .put
away. If such act of putting away is followed by the
marriage of either party the wrong is completed and the
other, being innocent, is free.
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Paul impresses the sacredness of the marriage bond in
his teaching to the Corinthians, seventh chapter, first
letter:—

““And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the
Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband; but and
if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled
to her husband: and let not the husband put away his
wife.””—1 Corinthians 7: 10, 11.

However, Paul, realizing the unsatisfactory condition
surrounding the church, adds:—

“But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart.. A
brother or a sister is not.under bondage in such cases:
but God hath called us to peace.”’—1 Corinthians 7: 15.

Paul’s statement evidently means that the diuty of mar-
riage, obligation to the legal performance of all the cove-
nants imposed by marriage has ceased, and the person so
released is no longer bound.

Note ¢.-—Putting away is the primary cause of offense,
or primary wrong in case of separation; divorcement
being but the legal inquiry into the cause, recognition of
the fact that o separation has occurred, and & final bar to
further association under the bond of marriage. In such
cases the presumption is that the legal cause exists and
the parties must be considered free to form other associa-
tions as if the separated companion was dead in fact, as
in transgression, and in law.

Note d.—The church having been designed. as the
institution into which the sons and daughters of men
may be received and assisted to overcome through grace,
the evils of their nature and become worthy to live,
should not deny any who may be penitent and needing
salvation; hence should receive those who have been
separated from their companions, being put away, them-
selves not having been the guilty ones in transgression;
and those who having been married again before making
application for baptism, if legally divorced.

Note e.—No one should be expelled from the church
except for good cause; hence, though one may be sepa-
rated  from a companion, if such separation does not
involve transgression worthy of condemnation, it should
not be a bar to fellowship. Doctrine and Covenants 42: 20.

Note f.—Putting away precedes divorcement, and so
long as persons having been married are content to
remain undivorced and unmarried, there may be recon-
ciliation and an end of the separation; but when recourse
has been had te the arbitrament of the courts of the land,
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the separation, or putting away is complete; and where
this is done before persons are baptized, the church can-
not under existing conditions do otherwise than to
assume that the divorcement has been for cause; hence
must recognize the decree of such courts, ‘“‘provided that
nothing in this article shall be so construed as to prevent
the inquiry provided for in Doctrine and Covenants 42: 20.”

Adopted April 14, 1896.

No. 418. Resolved, That the First Presidency and
Bishop be appointed a committee to protect the interest
of the church in the Independence Temple Lot property.

No. 414. Whereas, We have found it impracticable o
continue the rule of appointing men to labor as circum-
stances permit, resolved, That we refer all of the ministry
who wish to labor thus to the district authorities where
they desire to work.

No. 415. "That the request of the Second Quorum of
Beventy ‘‘that Bro. Columbus Scott be transferred from
the First Quorum to the Second Quorum, as its president,
be granted.”

No. 416. That in the opinion of this council it is not
advisable to organize an elders quorum m the European
mission.

The above was presented by a joint council of the
Presidency and Twelve.

No. 417. . Resolved, That in the opinion of this body it
will be advisable to place Decatur distriet under the
<¢harge of the missionaries who are in cha,rge of the terri-

tory in which said district is found.

No. 418. The First Presidency presented the following
recommendation with their appointments of the Quorum
of the Twelve:—

“We recommend that the quorum, by agreement as to
fields and-times of holding, appoint special conferences,
visiting them two by two, in ‘those places where it may
be deemed such conferences may be productive of good
results; at such conferences ascertaining the needs of the
work in those. .places and instituting measures to more
effectually organize and set at work the local ministry.””
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Adopted April 6,71897.

No. 419. *The actions of a Joint Council composed of
the President, a number of the Quorum of Twelve, and
the BlShOp, publlshed with the minutes of 1896, in deter-
mining that Bro. A. H. Smith, President of the Twelve,
should act as Counselor to the President during the con-
ference year, and in appointing Bro. J. F. Burton to have
charge of the Society Islands mission, were approved and
ratified by the conference.”’

No. 420. That the . . . General Conference . . .
authorize each district to issue letters of appointment to
the missionaries laboring in the several districts who are
spending their whole time in the ministry but who are
not General Conference appointees.

No. 421.  Bro. F. M. Smith was elected Church
Librarian. ; .

No. 422. That the sum of seventy-five dollars per year,
already provided for the purchase of books, be expended
by the Librarian with the advice and consent of the
IPirst Presidency.

No. 423. The committee appointed in 1896 to revise
the Voice of Warning reported that for reasons good to
them they had not proceeded with the work; among
others, that if revised it would cease to be the work of
the author. A statement of the President.of the Board
of Publication concurring in the conclusions of the com-
mittee was presented with the report.

The report was adopted, the committee discharged.

Adopted April 7, 1897.

No. 424. The Board of Publication- reported that in
harmony with action of the General Conference of 1896
they had made provision for getting out the History of
the Church ‘“by securing the services of Brn., Joseph
Smith and Heman C. Smith to write and compile the
history;”’ - that one volume had been issued, the
remainder being almost complete in manuscript, which
in their judgment should be issued at the earliest prac-
ticable time; that they had “selected as Historian under
the resolution referred to’’ them, ‘“Bro. Frederick M.
Smith, of Lamoni, Iowa, at a meeting of the board May 1,
1896.”
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“The action of the board in appointing a Historian,
algo its appointments providing for writing and compil-
ing the Church History, were adopted.”

No. 425. A German manuscript translation of the
Book of Doectrine and Covenants, presented with requess.
that it be examined and published if found acceptable,
was referred to the Board of Publication.

Adopted April 10, 1897,

No. 426. Boundary lines of Plttsburg, Kirtland, and
Ohio districts:—

The eastern boundary of the district, to be known as
the Pittsburg district, is the seventy- Seventh meridian.

The northern boundary from the seventy-seventh
meridian westward to Krie county, Pennsylvania.

The western boundary includes Warren, Venango,
Butler, Lawrence, and Beaver counties; Pennsylvania;
also Jefferson-and Belmont counties, Ohio; also Ohio and
Marshall counties, West Virginia.

The southern boundaries to be the southeln line of
Pennsylvania to the seventy-seventh meridian.

The eastern line of the division, to be known as the
Kirtland district, is the above-described line of the Pitts-
burg district as herein described.

The southern line is' the fortieth parallel, the western
boundary-is the western line of the state of Ohio.

The northern boundary is the northern line of the state
of Ohio, '

Adopted April 12, 1897.

No. 427. A motion providing for publication of the
revelation [of 1897] in the Doctrine and Covenants was
adopted.

No. 428. A resolution providing for publication of the
revelation of 1894 in the Doctrine and Covenants, was
also adopted.

No. 429. . Bro. Alexander H. Smith was ordmned Coun-
selor to the President, and Patriarch and Evangelical
Minister to the whole church.

No. 430. Resolved, That we accede to the request of
the [Church] Recorder that one be appointed to assist him.

No. 431. Elder W. H. Kelley was ordained President
of the Twelve.
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‘Adopted April 14, 1897,

No. 432. A form of license for the Seventy, reported
by a joint council of the Seventy, was approved and
adopted.

Adopted April 15, 1897.

No. 433. “A resolution to adopt that portion of the
Second Seventy’s report pertaining to license, to grant
the request, and authorize the President and Secretary to
issue the licenses to the Seventy as general officers of the
church, was adopted.”” That portion of the report is as
follows:—

That we petition the body for a license signed by the
President and Secretary of the church showing our ordi-
nation and authority as seventies in the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

No. 434, The Second Seventy presented the following:—

“Whereas, By our action at this conference district
presidents have been authorized to issue certificates of
appointment to local ministers, same to labor in their dis-
tricts; and,

“Whereas, The law locates the responsibilities of mis-
sionary work with the traveling councils of the church;
be it

“Resolved, That district presidents who contemplate
making appointments as before provided, be required to
consult with and secure the consent of the missionary in
charge of their districts before making such appoint-
ments and issuing certificates.’

“It was moved to amend by striking out the word
“presidents’ in the preamble. This prevailed.. The fol-
lowing was then moved and adopted as a substitute for
the resolution’ :—

“Resolved, That districts be fequired to consult with
and secure the consent of the missionary in charge before
making such appointments.”’

“The report of the Second Seventy, as amended, and as
affected by the substitute concerning district appoing-
ments, was adopted.”’

Adopted April 15, 1897.

No. 485. Resolved, That the Board of Publication be
instructed to compile and publish a complete concord-
ance of the Book of Mormon as speedily as possible.
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Suggestions Nos. 1 and 2, contained in the report of
Bishop Kelley, were adopted, as follows:—

No. 436. That the reports of Bishop's agents be closed
the thirty-first day of December of each year, instead of
the first day of March, as at the present; and that the
Bishop’s report close the thirty-first day of December
instead of the fifteenth of March, as under the. present
rule, so that ample time will be had to complete repors
and have same audited by the first of April.

No. 437. The printing and sending out circulars
known as “Ministry Reports’ has, together with the pub-
lishing of conference minutes for the year, amounted to
the sum of $197:12. It is a question of whether we can
afford to pay for this matter each year an amount almoss
sufficient to keep an elder in the fleld for a year. If the
reports necessary to the transaction of the business of the
conference were made by those in charge of missions,
with the provision that in case of any dissatisfaction on
the part of any laborer in the field he should have the
privilege of presenting his objections to the President of
the church or General Conference for consideration, it
would answer the purpose as completely as does the pres-
ent, and save the expense to the church.

No. 438. Suggestion No. 4, that additional office room
be provided for the department of the Bishoprie, was
referred to the Presidency and Bishopric with power te
act.

No. 439. *‘A resolution “was adopted authorizing the
Bishop to provide blank forms for financial reports of the
ministry.”’

Adopted April 16, 1897,

No. 440,, Whereas, Vacancies sometimes oceur in quo-
rum organizations, by reason of ordinations nr other
causes, too late to be filled at regular meeting of such
guorum; and, in consequence of the present system of
filling vacancies, such vacancies must remain unfilled till
such a time as a meeting ‘can: be held, and our quorams
are thus crippled for one or more years, therefore be it,

Resolved, That when such vacancies occur in a quo-
ram of elders, priests, teachers, or deacons they may be
filled by the unanimous concurrence of the officers of
such quorum; and that vacancies so filled must be filled
from applications coming through the Church Secretary;
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members so enrolled to be subject to ratification of mem-
bers of quorums.

No. 441. The Presidency, to whom was submitted the -
matter of the Nauvoo district and the boundary line
between the Northern and Southern Illinois districts,
hereby report:—

That the Nauvoo district has never been considered ag
belonging to the Northern Illinois district, although the
line of division between it and the Southern Illinois dis-
trict runs south of Hancock and Adams counties in Tllis
nois, which counties are in the Northern Illinois district,
as are Brown and Pike, the latter being in the Southern
district.

Part of the Nauvoo district lies in Missouri; the larger
part of the district,.however, lies in Jowa. We therefore
recommend that the district be under the joint jurisdic-
tion of the missionaries in charge of the Missouri and
Southern. Illinois, the Northern Illinois and Wisconsin
and the state of Jowa; the three to confer and agree as to
which one of the three the authorities of the district
should report to, and have immediate charge; and in
case the three fail to agree, the Presidency will then
decide; and appoint- accordingly, subject to conference
action and approval.

JosarH SMmITH, ?
Arex. H. SmrtH, - Of the Presidency. -
E. L. KsLney,

Lamoni, Iowa, April 16, 1897.

No. 442, We your committee to whom was referred
the defining of ‘“‘the duties, powers, and privileges of the
Auditing Committee,”” beg leave and report as follows:—

In our opinion it is the duty of the Auditing Com-
mittee t0 examine carefully all accounts, compare the
.several entries with. the corresponding vouchers, and
to determine as to the real possession of balance on hand,
if any. If accuracy be found to.so certify; if otherwise,
to point out errors to the body appointing.

It is the privilege of such a committee to determine

_the value of all stock, machinery, tools, and other-appur-
tenances of the Herald Otfice plant, bringing to theiraid
such expert help as may be reguired to insure correct-
ness, so far as possible, It is expected that they treat

" with courtesy the employees of the Herald and Bishop’s

offices, as they may expect from them the same, with
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such aid as can be bestowed by them without undue
interference with duties otherwise imposed.

The time and place of the work be left discretionary
with the committee; provided, however, that the work
be completed in time, that the duly certified report may
be presented to the ensuing General Conference.

Respectfully submitted,
J. M. TERRY.
R. M. Evvin.
FrEp B. BLaIr.
Lamoxr, Towa, April 16, 1897,

No. 443. “In addition to the general licenses provided
for the Seventy, the President and Secretary were author-
ized to issue licenses to the Patriarch and all other gen-
eral officers of the church.”

No. 444, Elder Heman C. Smith was elected Church
Historian. He was authorized to nominate an assistant.

No. 445. *“A request from the Fourth Quorumof .
Elders for a pamphlet in answer to Elder B. H. Roberts’
work on ‘Succession,’ was referred to the Board of Publi-
cation.”

Adopted April 7, 1898.

No. 446.  That our present practice of pubhshlng an
itemized account of all moneys placed in the hands of
the Bishop be continued.

Adopted April 8, 1898.

No. 447. *“Instead of defining the boundaries of these
districts [Southeastern 1llinois and S¢. Louis] by railroad
lines, we believe it would be better to. establish boun-
daries by county lines. Hence we recommend that the
following counties compose the Iilinois part of the St.
Louis distriet; namely, Morgan, Scott, Macoupin,
Greene. Calhoun, Jersey, Madison, Bond, Clinton, Saint
Clair, Monroe, Washington, Randolph, Perry, Jackson,
Union, and Alexander; and that the Southeastern Illi-
nois district be composed of the following counties:
Sangamon, Macon, Moultrie, Douglas, Edgar, Clark,
Coles, Cumberland, Shelby,  Christian, Montgomery,
Fayette, Effingham, Jasper, Crawford, Lawrence, Rich-
land, Clay, Marion, Jefferson, Wayne, Edwards, Wabash,
White, Hamilton, Franklin, Williamson, Saline, Gallatin,
Hardin, Pope, Johnson, and Massac, all in Illinois.”
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No. 448. “We, your commiitee, to whom was referred
sthe resolution looking to a uniform system of reporting
missionary work to the church, by the missionaries in
«gharge. report as follows:—

**1. The cost of getting out suitable blanks to be used
by the missionaries in charge, would largely defeat the
purpose had in view by the conference when it abolished
the practice of publishing all the reports of the mis-
-sionaries in supplement form; namely, the saving of
means. :

*2. In our judgment the mistake of making our reports
‘too lengthy, and the lack of uniformity (so far as thas
Jack may be undesirable and injurious), may be cor-
rected withoiit the use of blanks. = A free interchange of
thought among the missionaries in charge, together with
a careful comparison of the reports already made, will
:go far to bring about needed reform. And so far as the
general remarks of these reports are concerned, this is
+he only proper way in which the error of being too
lengthy can be corrected.

. 3. As one means of greater uniformity we advise that
the missionaries in charge be instructed to report the
total number of sermons, baptisms, ordinations, public
debates, and new openings made for preaching the word;
also the number of General Conference appointees labor-
ing in their respective missions, with the general average
mumber-of sermons preached by each missionary.”

Adopted April 9, 1898,

No. 449.  As presented by the Quorum of Twelve:—

As a quorum we have considered the question referred
to us—the right of teachers and decwons to publicly
;preach—and report as follows:—

Whereas, The law contained in section 17, paragraph -
i1, Doctriue and Covenants, clearly authorizes teachers
and deacons to ‘‘take the lead of meetings, . ... to warn,
expound, exhort, and teach, and invite all to come unto
Christ;”” and,

Whereas, In section 42, paragraph 5, teachers are
‘required, together with elders and priests, to teach the
principles of the gospel; and in section 120, paragraph 2,
either of said officers is permitted to preside; and,

Whereas, In our judgment said duties include in their
performance what is commonly understood to be preach-
@ng, and,
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"“Whereas, In section 83, paragraph 22, teachers ané
deacons are limited in their duties to local service, . .

Resolved, That in our judgment teachers and deacong
are authorized by the law to labor as preachers within
branches to which they belong, when they are presidents
thereof, or with the advice and consent of the chlef pre-
siding officer.

No. 450. ‘“Whereas, There is in Shinn’'s School His-
tory of America, pages 289 and 290, an extremely gross
‘misrepresentation of the teaching and contents of the
Book of Mormon;

“Therefore be it resolved, That we take this oppor-
tunity to express our regret at such uncalled for treat-
ment from one who could so easily have obtained a
knowledge of the truth; and we hereby call the attention
of our committee on encyclopedias and histories to this
matter, and request them to take measures to provide at
once that said history be corrected.”

No. 451. Resolved, That the Secretary be and is
hereby authorized to devise and have printed a blank
form of delegate credentials; and that a copy or copies be
sent to each district or branch entitled to representation,
prior to the convening of each General Conference.

Adopted April 12, 1898.

No. 452. Resclved, That the Board of Publication be
requested to publish the third volume of Church History
as soon as practicable,

No. 453.- We, your committee to whom was referred
the matter of members of elders’ quorums being-dropped
{or failure to repors for two years or longer, report as fol-
oWS:—

1. 1t is evident to us that quorum rules are not explicit
and full in every particalar, but as branches may make
some rules affecting their procedure, so may quorums.

2. We believe, under this head, your body has réecog-
nized such reports of quorums, and stch procedure by
them for ten years or more; the practice first having
originated. with the IPifth Quorum shortly after its
organization in 1884. |

3. We call your attention to the fact that practically
the effect has been to reconstruct and infuse new life
into the quorums. acting upon this rule, and therefore it
seems to be a good one,
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4., We would suggest that in our opinion the man or
men dropped from a quorum ,for such cause loses his.
quorum standing and quorum license, and is merged
among the mass of elders who are not organized.

Adopted April 13, 1898,

No. 454. That the conference minutes published in
pamphlet form be numbered, in paging, in the ascendmg'
scale—continuing from the 1ast issue.

Adopted April 14, 1898.

No. 455. The scattering members not enrolled upon-
branch records be instructed to unite with branches most
convenient to their places of residence.

No. 456. That members changing théir residences.
from branches where enrolled, be instructed to unite
with branches most convenient to places where they:
reside.

No. 457, Whereas, In the past members have obtained
letters of removal which they have not presented to any
branch, whereby such. names have been removed from
the general records of the ehurch,

Resolved, That letters of removal be issued only to per=
sons actually chauging residence from one branch to' -
another, and that names of branches to which removals
are made be included in said letters of removal.

~No. 458, - A petition from the Hastern Iowa district ¢con-

cerning boundary lines between that and the Des Moinés .
district was referred to said districts with permission to:

establish said boundary lines.

Adopted April 15,1898, .

No. 459. 1. That the west line of the Central and
Southern Nebraska districts be- on the west line of
Keyapaha, Brown, Blaine, Custer, and Dawson to the
Platte river; thence east on the Platte river to the west
line of Kearney county, thence south on the west line of
Kearney and Franklin couuties to the southern line of
the state.

2. That the. south line of the Northern and Centralk
Nebraska districts shall be the Platte river, as {ormerly.

3. That all that part of Nebraska west of the Central
and Southern Nebraska districts, be considered unorgan-
ized territory.
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Adopted April 16, 1898,

Recommendations of the First Presidency accompany-
ing appointments of the Twelve: —

No. 460. That suitable subdivisions of fields be made
and competent men placed in charge as soon as prac-
ticable:

No. 461. It is to be understood if there should be any
territory not included in these appointments, such terri-
tory is not exempt, but is still under the supervision of
the missionaries thus appointed.

No. 462. Whereas, The financial report of the Board
of Trustees of Graceland College shows a large indebted-
ness, to the proper payment of “which the charch is mor-
ally in honor bound; and believing that the church
-should use that department of its working forces which
the law creates to be the financial agents for the accom-
plishment of its financial ends; theretfore, be it

Resolved, That the Bishopric be hereby authorized and
instructed to devise and make such arrangements for the
-collection of means as may be adequate, and out of such
means so collected, and such funds of the church as are
not otherwise appropriated, liquidate the indebtedness,
and provide for the further carrying out of the desires of
the church heretofore expressed in conference enactments
directing the establishment of an institution of learning
to be maintained by the church.

No. 463.  Whereas, The Lord has spoken against the
use of tobacco .and strong drink on different occasions;
and whereas, In all our appointments we .ought to show
respect unto said counsel.” Therefore, resolved, That
henceforth we recommend no man for General Confer-
ence appointment whom we know to be addicted to
either of the above evils, and that this decision take
effect one year from date.

Adopted April 18, 1898.

No. 464. Resolved, That the Church Librarian be
authorized to choose an assistant if he shall so desire.

Adopted April 9, 1900.

No. 465.. Resolved, That the Board of Publication
continue the publication of Autumn - Leaves, and that
ithe executive commitiees of the Religio and the Sun-
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day School Association be consulted in the choice of its
editors.

No. 466. Moved, That this body indorse the appoint-
ment by the President, of the committee to meet. the
brethren of the Church of Christ at Independence, and
that this report be spread upon the minutes and the com-
mittee continued.

April 10, 1900.

No. 467. Attention was called .to Book of Rules, sec-
tion 177, paragraph 1.

The chair made the following ruling:—

Upon the subject of the report of committee on creden-
tials on the Honolulu branch, the President rules that a
branch of more than twenty-five members is entitled to
‘one delegate for each tweniy-five of its membership, the
same as a district.

Adopted April 10, 1900.

No. 468. We your committee to whom a petition from
parties from Central Illinois was referred, asking for the -
formation of a new district to be known as the Central
Illinois district, including the four following counties’
now in the Nauvoo district; Pike, Brown, Adams, and
Schuyler, beg leave to report as follows:—

After a careful examination of the petition and the
map of the said district, we believe that it will be to the
advantage of the work to grant the petitioners their
request, and ian order that the boundary lines may be
more easily determined, we recommend the following
counties compose the new district: Bound northwardly as
follows: - Adams, Schuyler, Mason, Logan, Dewitt, Piatt,
Champaign, and Vermillion counties, also Edgar on -the
east. Southwardly as follows: Coles, Shelby, Christian,
Sangamen, Morgan, Scott, and Pike counties, including
the interior counties, Brown, Cass, Menard, Macon, Moul-
trie, and Douglas. In this it became expedient to take
two counties from the St. Louis district; namely, Morgan
and Scott. seven from the Southeastern district; namely,
Macon, Moultrie, Douglas. Edgar, Coles, Shelby, and
Christian; four from the Nauvoo district, Pike, Brown,
Adams, and Schuyler counties. This being done by
mutual consent, we hereby recommend that the new dis-
trict herein named be granted to the petitioners and rati-
fled by this conference.
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Adopted April 11, 1900.

No. 469. We your committee to whom was referred
the petition from the Northern Michigan and Southern
Michigan and Northern Indiana districts asking that
three counties be taken from the Southern Michigan and
Norshern Indiana district and given to the Northern
Michigan district; viz., Oceana, Newaygo, and Mecosta
counties, beg leave to report.

We find that this request has been agreed upon by both
districts at their conferences, and believe it would be to
the advantage of the work, therefore we recommend- thas
the request be granted.

No. 470. Resolved, That this conference request each
of the several quorums and all other departments to pre-
pare a record of their work for the Church Historian for
each year’s report,.

Adopted April 12, 1900.
No. 471.
REPORT OF JOINT COMMITTEE.

DUTIES OF DEACON.

The following report of the committee composed of the
Presidency, the Twelve, and the Bishopric, upon the
subject -of the Duties of the Deacon, submitted at the
session of conference held at Independence, Missouri,
last April, will be the report of that committee to the
next session of conference to be held at Lamoni, Iowa,
according to the terms of resolution upon whwh the ses-
sion adjourned.

It will be understood that this report is not published
as the final action of the church upon the subject named
in the resolution referring it, but is the report of: the
action-of the committee, and published as their report to
the conference when it shall convene, and is subject to
approval “or: disapproval at such session; the object of
publication being that the subject matter of it may be
taken cognizance of by all who may be interested in the
subject, and may desire to take part in the discussion
and action of conference upon it when it shall come up
in its place before the conference, to be determined upon
its meritsi—
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REPORT OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY, TWELVE, AND BISHOP-
RIC, ON ‘“‘THE DUTIES OF A DEACON.”’

The committee composed of the Presidency, the
Twelve, and the Bishoprie, to which the following
tesolution presented to the late session of conference
‘held at Independence, Missouri, April 6-18, 1898, was
teferred for consideration and report, do so report, as
follows:—

The resolution presented to conference was:i—

‘‘Be it resolved by this body, in conference assembled,
That we concur in and hereby.adopt the definition of the
duties of a deacon as defined by President Joseph Smith
in Herald of June 15, 1871, and No. 25, vol, 31, of Saints’
Herald. C. F. CHURCH.

: C. E. Brair.”

The resolution of the conference by which that matter
was referred, is:— ,

“Resolved, That a committee, consisting of the First
Presidency, the Twelve; and the Bishopric, be appointed,
to whom this matter be referred, with the request that
they report as soon as practicable to the General Con-
ference whaf in their judgment are the duties belonging
‘to the office of deacon in the church.”

This committee met in the church at Independence,
Missouri, April 19,1898, at nine a. m., and proceeded to
the duties assigned them. .

After a consultation of several hours the committee by
a majority vote adopted the following as their judgment
upon the matter submitted to them:—

“Resolved, That we approve of the duties set forth in
the article referred to.as a rule of action to aid the dea-"-
con in his labor, in addition to his duties as made plain
in the law (D. C. 17:11) as a standing minister to the
:¢hurch, under the direction of the proper officers placed
over him in the law.”

The committee directed the Chairman and Secretary
-of the council to compile from the said article in the
Herald, referred to in- the resolution before the ‘con-
ference, the duties named therein and incorporate them
in the report to be made of the action of the committee
thereon. Those duties thus compiled from said article
as stated in paragraphs 32 and 36, with the preliminary
explanation at the beginning of paragraph 32, are. as
follows:—
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“We have elsewhere written that every branch must
have a place of meeting. This place of meeting, if a
public building, hall, or meetinghouse, or church, must
be in the actual possession of the association of church
members worshiping there, at least during its ococupancy
while worshiping; and if the property is owned by the
ehurch, some one must have constructive possession at
all times. What particular officer of the church has pre-
cedence of right in this constructive possession? The
right to carry the keys; open the doors; conduct visitors,
either those belonging or not belonging to the church; to
see that the floors, doors, windows, pulpit or stand, seats,
table or stand, lamps and other fixtures are clean and in
good order; to open the doors at the hour of gathering
for preaching, fellowship, prayer, or business meetings;
to see that the lamps or candles are trimmed, lighted,
and burning, in time for evening meetings; to see thas
the members coming in find seats; to keep watch over
the Saints during meetings, repressing loud talking,
whispering and laughing, reproving the thoughtless, and
rebuking the giddy; putting a prompt stop to rude, inde-
cent, and boisterous acts, by which the propriety,
solemnity, and peace of the meetings may be disturbed;
to exercise kind and diligent supervision over the health
and comfort of the Saints while in meeting, by securing
a proper ventilation of the room; to light and keep burn-
ing the fires by which the room is kept warm; to have
charge of the treasury; to receive, disburse, and accouns
for the contributions of the Saints, intended for neces-
sary and incidental expenses of the association of mem-
bers; to keep, preserve from damage, and account for all
personal effects of the association; to visit the poor, ascer-
tain their needs, and report the same to the church; and
in fact, to perform any and all of those necessary duties
by which the welfare of the Saints is secured through a
careful ‘administration of the outward ordinances, a
faithful employment of the talents entrusted to that
man. It follows then of a necessity that the right, the
duty of the performing these acts,—these unwritten but
essential things of the law, devolve upon the office of
deacon.” JosepH SmiTH, Chairman,

J. W. WigHT, Secretary

Adopted April 13, 1900.

No. 472. The request of the President, in his report
that he Dbe authorized to employ an of’ﬁce assistant or
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" secretary, and for office facilities, fixtures, etc., was
granted.

No. 473, The request.of the Patriarch, that he be
furnished a stenographer, was granted. This was fol-
lowed by a motion ‘“‘that it be declared the sense of this
body that such stenographer be placed on a ministerial
basis,”’

Adopted April 14, 1900,

No. 474, Whereas, The report of the committee
appointed to audit the Bishop’s books shows that the
books are not fully posted to date, and are therefore not
. in a satisfactory condition, and the publication of said
report would no doubt be prejudicial to the Bishop and
the financial interests of the church; and, whereas, The
statements of the Bishop freely express the fact that
“pecause of the numerous demands made upon him he
has not had time to place his books in a proper condition
for a full report to this conference; and whereas, The
report of the committee of experts recommends a more
complete system of bookkeeping than has hitherto been
in use in the Bishop’s office; therefore, be it resolved,
That the Bishop be and is hereby instructed to secure
kookkeepers who shall assist him to make a complete
examination of all his books, papers, and accounts of
former years, and make a complete report from the time
hie became Presiding Bishop; that said gneport be pre-
gented to an auditing committee who shall be appointed
"~ by this conference, and that we suggest to the Bishop the
advisability of adopting as far as practicable the method
suggested by the expert commitiee; and be it further
resolved, That the auditing committee herein referred
to, is hereby instructed to report at as early a date as -
possible to a general committee which shall consist of
the President of the Church, three apostles to " be
appointed by the Quorum of the Twelve, and three high
priests to be appointed by the Quorum of the Hwh
Priests, 'which committee under the chairmanship “of
the President shall have full power to act and make such
published report as soon as possible.

Adopted April 16, 1900,

No. 475. Recommendations of committes appdmbed
to audit report of Treasurer of Graceland College:—
We recommend that a complete system of bookkeeping
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by double entry be devised, suitable to fully show all
transactions, the acquirement and disposition of all
classes of property, the receipt and disbursements of
moneys, the classification of accounts, in fact a complete
history of the business, with such helps and forms as
will most greatly facilitate the work of keeping such
accounts, and their audit from time to time.

We again urgently advise the opening up of perfect
books of account of all transactions, and suggest the
propriety of such books being formed, written up, and
posted, so as to show all transactions, from the beginning
of the organization.

No. 476. That part of the Church Recorder’s report
referring to an assistant in his department, was referred
to the committee appointed by the conference of 1897 on
the same matter.

No. 477. The committee to whom was referred the
petition of the Maysville and Fairland branches report
as follows: - After due consideration we recommend that
the thirty-sixth parallel of north latitude be the south
boundary line of the Spring River district, both in Indian
Territory and Arkansas, and that this be the north line
of the Southwestern mission. :

No. 478. Proposed amendments to the Articles of
Incorporation of Graceland College were referred to a
committee, which reported they had compared  the:
amendments and Articles and indicated by pencil the
corrections necessary to correct reading of the Articles -
as amended.

On motion the reading of the Artlcles as they would
stand if amended was waived.
~ The report of the committee, and the amendments
were adopted, also the Articles as amended. See Arti-
cles, No. 498.

Adopted April 18, 1900.

No. 479... Presented by the First Seventy:—

The followmg action was passed upon and concurred in
by the Second Seventy, which is herewith presented: for
your consideration and adoption upon missionaries
reporting to General Conference: Whereas, The old time
long and tedious method was superseded by the printed
pamphlet reports; and, whereas, The pamphlet system,
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because of its expense, and probable lack of being read
by the masses, was also dispensed with; and, whereas,
I'he present method of reporting to missionaries in
charge, and their summarizing of reports is irregular,
because of its variations in the method of different mis-
sionaries, and in effect resulting in but little more than
statistics, and that imperfectly; and, whereas, By letters
to Herald and Ensign, and also by mutual correspondence
10 the field forces among themselves, and missionaries in
ctharge with the Presidency, the conditions in the fleld
are sufficiently known so as to atford information for the
appointment of missionaries; therefore we recommend
that the reports of all missionaries be published in the
Herald, previous to the convening of conference in the
subjoined form: —

[See page 266 General Conference Minutes for blank
form.]

No. 480. That the new Board of Publication be
instructed and authorized to secure transfer of the
Hnsign office property and plant to the church as soon as
practicable,

No. 481. Resolved, That the Board of Publication pro-
vide blanks to be sent to the missionaries as early as
January 1 of each year, upon which they are to report to
the Church Qeuctary not later than March 1, to compile
for publication in the Herald, said blanks to be in accord-
ance with the tabulated form of reporting as previously
adopted. .

No. 482. That we reaffirm the action of the conference
of two years ago providing that the Bishopric take meas-
ures to liguidate the college debt.

No. 483. Elder F. E. Cochran was appointed Church
Librarian, vice Elder F. M. Smith resigned.

No. 484. The following was referred to the Bishopric:—

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of the. Bish-
opric, be appointed by the body to formulate a plan by
which one thousand subscribers of twenty-five dollars
each shall be secured towards paying off the indebtedness
of Graceland College, with .the understanding that no
money shall-be called for until the thousand names are
secured and the entire amount is thus pledged.
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No. 485. The Bishopric reported as follows on the
matter of making provision to liquidate the college
indebtedness:—

For the purpose of paying off the debt against Grace-
land College, subscriptions to the number of one thou-
sand shall be taken of $25 each, to be paid when the full
number has been obtained. Persons who pay more than
this amount shall be counted per amount subscribed
on the $25 basis. Parties who cannot pay full amount of
one shall be counted as-a part in proportion to amount,;
until the full one thousand subscriptions are had.

' E. L. KeLuey.

G. H. HriLi1arp.
E. A. BLARESLEE.

No. 486. That in making reports to the General Cone
ferences, all quorums be instructed to include names of
members received into or dropped from said quorums.

No. 487. We the officers of the Fourth Quorum of
Elders ask that the names that were ordered to- be
enrolled and organized as the Seventh Quorum of Klders,
which -organization has never been effected, be turned
over to the Fourth Quorum for enroliment.

J..W. GiLBERT, Secretary.
A. BArr, President.

Adopted April 20, 1900.

No: 488, The committee on compilation of General
Conference resolutions were authorized to publish as
soon as possible.

No. 489. A motion prevailed that the Church Secre-
tary be authorized to cancel the enrollments of quorums
reported to the General Conference of 1898, the organiza-
tion of which ‘was not then completed; viz., Sixth Quo-
rum. of Priests, Fourth Quorum of Teachers, Fifth
Quorum of Teachers,-and Fourth Quorum of Deacons;
and those so enrolled to be permitied to join other quo-
rums.

Adopted April 21, 1900.

No. 490. - The First Presidency presented the following
concerning the appointment of bishops, stating that the
action has been concurred in by the Quorum of Twelve
and the Quorum of High Priests:—

To the Brethren in Conference Assembled:—Having

www.LatterDayTruth.org



GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS. 133

been led thereto by the leadings of the Spirit, as we
understand them, we feel assured that the time for the
beginning of the appointment of Bishops, as seems sug-
gested by the revelation of 1873, has come; we present
for consideration the following names to be set apart for
ordination as Bishops: C. A. Parkin; San Francisco,
QCalifornia; C. J. Hunt, Deloit, Iowa; Ellis Short, Inde-
pendence, Missouri; R. May, Independence, Missouri;
‘William  Anderson, Lamoni, lowa:; J. Zimermann,
Philadelphia; R. Bullard, Boston, Massachusetts; Wil-
fiam Leeka, Thurman, Iowa; George P: Lambert, Rock
Creek, Illinois;- Thomas Taylor, Birmingham, England.

If approved, we request that such ordinations be. pro-
vided for and attended to upon their acceptance of the.
appointment as named.

Respectfully,
JosepHa SmrtH, for Presideney.

If approved, those not present can be referred to the
Presidency for ordination as soon as found pracbicable.\

Lamoni, Iowa, April 21, 1900.

No. 491. Resolved, That the First Presidency ordain
these bishops af thelr earliest convenience.

No. 492. Resolved, That those selected as bishops, and
ordained and those to be ordained. be authorized to select
their counselors, to be ordained by direction of the Presi-
dency of the Church.

No. 493.
AMENDED INCORPORATION AND ASSOCTIATION ARTICLES OF
GRACELAND COLLEGE, LAMONI, DECATUR CO., IOWA.

Statement:—For the purpose of establishing an institu-
tion of learning of an academical and collegiate charac-
ter and providing a means of higher -education and
literary attainment in the town of Lamoni; Decatur Co.,
Iowa, for the benefit of all persons who are able to enter
the same as provided in the course of study, without dis-

“tinction of sex, caste, or religion, the undersigned incor-
porators do hereby associate themselves together a.nd
make and adopt articles as folows:—

Article 1.--The association assumes to itself all the
_powers and privileges conferred by chapter two (2), title
nine (9), Code of Iowa, and such parts of chapter one (1),
title nine (9), as are applicable to associations of an
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academical or collegiate character; and shall exist as
provided therein for the period of fifty years from the
date of filing of these Articles of Association in the office
of the Recorder of Deeds of Decatur County, lowa; and
said corporation may be renewed at the explratlon of
fifty years.

Article 2.—The association shall be named and known:
as Graceland College.

Article 3.—I1t shall be the purpose of the association to-
establish and maintain in the town of Liamoni, Decatur
County, lowa, a school of an academical and collegiate
character, which may include collegiate, scientific,
normal, law, and such other departments with such
course of instruction and elective studies as the Board of
Trustees may determine, and transact all business, -
including the conferring of degrees, which the Board
may do, such as are usual to institutions of this kind;
the principal place of business of which shall be at
Lamoni, in county and State before-named.

Article 4.—The officers of this association shall consist;
first: Of a committee of seven, to be known as the Board
of Trustees, whose duty it is to look after the property of
the institution, disposing of the same, as provided herein;
and erect and maintain all buildings which are neces-
sary to said institution for properly carrying on its work
as may be determined by them.

The Board of Trustees shall be elected by the Reor-
ganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints at
its General Conferences as the offices become vacant
according to the order of classification herein set out and
provided for. The officers of the Board of Trustees shall
-consist of a chairman, secretary, and treasurer, who shall
hold their offices at the pleasure of the Board; but the
seeretary and treasurer may or may not be members of
the Board of Trustees. A majority of the Board of
Trustees present at any meeting-shall be a quorum for
transaction of business. .

The committee duly-appointed and-authorized bv the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,

_of which said College is under the patronage, to be known o

as Trustees, and to act, under these articles, for the year
beginning Aprll 1895, are as follows:—

Class 1.—For one year—E. L. Kelley, Dan Anderson,
Lamoni, Iowa; Robert Winning, St. Joseph, Missouri.
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Class 2.—For two years—Joseph Smith and William
Anderson, Lamoni, lowa.

Class 3.—For three years—E. A. Blakeslee, Galien,
Michigan, and Ellis Short, Standley, Indian Territory.

The officers duly selected and authorized to act by said
committee are: Joseph Smith, Chairman, Wm, Ander-
son, Treasurer, D. F. Nicholson, Secretary.

Article 5.—~The Board of Trustees shall have power to
perform the duties usual to such officers of similar insti-
tutions; except as they may be changed herein, and shall
provide for suitable buildings, rooms, library, apparatus,
incidentals, ete., for use-according to the demands and
interests of the College work, and as may be determined
by them in connection with the Board of Trustees of said
College hereinafter named, from any funds provided by
said incorporation for such purpose; but they shall not
take or use any donation or fund made, given, or decreed
to the use of certain special purposes—such as the estab-
lishing or founding of any chair or professorship in said
ingtitution~—and appropriate for building or incidental
purposes which may be inconsistent with or contrary to
the terms of the gift or donation.

Article 6.—The members of said Board of Trustees
ghall be divided into three classes: three of whom shall
hold their offices for the period of one year from the time
of the first election: two for two years, and two for three
years, and each member selected thereafter shall hold his
office for three years, unless removed for cause or such
election is to supply or fill vacancy. The members shall
determine at the time of the organization of said Board
the length of term to which each shall be at first entitled
to act. Said Trustees shall have authority to provide for -
and call special meetings for the furtherance- of their
work as they shah deem besb and to the interests of said
institution.

Article 7.—The Board of Trustees shall employ and
provide for such number of professors and teachérs and ~
such curriculum or course of study as shall fully meet
the wants of those desiring the advantages. of a good
academical and collegiate education, and for the giving
of diplomag and conferring of degrees as provided by the
articles herein, in the manner usual to such institutions,
and provide such rules and regulations as shall be neces-
sary for the control and proper government of said Col-
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lege; and in case of a vacancy occurring in the office of
the President of the College, the President of the Board
of Trustees shall act as President pro tempore, until the
vacancy is filled.

Article 9.—The Board of Trustees shall annually duar-
ing commencement week or immediately thereafter meet
at the principal place of business noted herein, and shall
perform the duties and work herein set forth of such offi-
cers; viz.i—

Of the selection of professors and teachers for the ensu-
ing year; providing for janitor; arrange or adopt course
of study for said institution; and perform any and all
other duties required for the good of the same, not
enjoined upon Board of Trustees herein.

Article 10.—In case of a failure at any time to elect or
procure suitable officers or instructors, it shall be the
duty of the Board of Trustees to meet on the first Monday
thereafter at ten o’clock a. m., and- proceed with such
business, and so on each week until all necessary and
proper officers and instructors are chosen. Special meet-
ings of said Board may be had at any -time by a call by
the President and Secretary of the same, or by a majority
of the said Trustees, which call shall be in writing and
by notice given or mailed to each. member; but a
majority of said Board present at any meeting shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

Article 11.—The Treasurer shall collect and receive all
mouneys belonging to the association or due from scholar-
ships, tuition, or incidentals; report all collections at the
time to the Secretary, and keep an accurate account of
the same; pay out money only to the written order of the
President and Secretary of the Board; and shall be the
custodian of all the funds and personal property of the
agsociation, and shall report to the association annually,
and at such other times as he may be directed by the-
Board of Trustees.

Article. 12.—The Secretary shall keep a true. and
accurate account of all the proceedings of the Board, and
perform such other duties as usually devolve upon secre-
taries of similar Boards; and shall keep a true account of
all collections, sales of real estate, donations, contribu-
tions, and stock, and turn over the same to the Treasurer
and take his receipt therefor at the time of delivery.
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Article 13.-—The Treasurer and Secretary of this asso-
wiation shall each, before entering upon the discharge of
#4he duties of their respective offices, execute and deliver
%0 the association a bond in a sum not less than two thou-
sand dollars, to be fixed by the Board of Trustees, condi-
tioned for the faithful discharge of his dumes, with
-sureties to be approved by the Bozu'd and for their serv-
ices they shall receive such sum only as the Board shall
fix at 8 regular meeting of the same.

Article 14.—Tt shall be the duty of the President of the
College to take charge of and preside at all meetings and
gatherings of the membership and Faculty, and take an
active supervision of all departments, and he may
instruct in such branches of learning as he may deem
properly in the interest of the school, and perform all
other duties usually performed by presidents of colleges.
He shall receive for his services, as also each member of
the faculty, such salary as the Board of Trustees shall fix.

Article 15.—All real property of this assoeciation shall
Dbe held by the said Reorganized Church; and donations;
gifts, and bequests of real property may be made to this
institution by conveying directly to said church. All
deeds and other instruments of writing affecting title to.
Teal estate must be executed by the Blshop of the Reor-
ganized - Church afore-named, who is the  Trustee in
trust of all real property of this association, and must be
countersigned by the Secretary of the Board of Trustees,
and previously authorized by said Board.

Article 16,—~These Afticles of Incorporation are also-
made by authority and instruction of a resolution passed:
by the General Conference of The Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, on the 9th of April,
1895, as follows:—

“Resolved that this conference authorize and instruet
the College Committee to incorporate, as provided by the
laws of Iowa for institutions of learning.”’

I hereby certify that the above was adopted by the
General Conference-on April 9th, 1895, while in session at
Independence, Missouri.

Signed, H. A. STEBBINS,

General Secretary of the Reorganized Chureh
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Sairts.
Lamoxt, Iowa, May 2, 1895.

www.LatterDayTruth.org



138 GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS.

Threse articles may be amended at any General Confer-
ence of said Reorganized Church, or at any meeting of
the Board of Trustees herein named, providing sixty days
published notice of said amendment and the nature of
the same be given through the Saints’ Herald prior to the
time of such Annual Conference or meeting. It shall be
the privilege of the Board of Trustees to make such
by-laws from time to time for the carrying on of its work
and duties and the facilitating of business as are not
inconsistent with these articles.

The College shall never be sectarian in its work or
instruction, but its advantages and privileges shall be
open alike to all; and to guarantee this, it is herein pro-
vided, that the majority of the Board of Trustees shall be
members of The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints; and the President of said Society and
College, if not of this Denomination, shall be a scholar of
broad and tolerant views, with readiness to canvass and
compare religious or political views in a fair and Chris-
tianlike manner with students and faculty. The pro-

" fessors and teachers shall be selected upon their merits
and ability to impart instruction, irrespective of religion
or politics.

Article 18.—The association shall provide a seal and
may sue and be sued in its corporate name, and perform
any and all work through its officers necessary to its cor-
porate existence.

Witness our hands this first day of May, A. »., 1895.

JOSEPH SMITH

E. L. KELLEY

D. F. NICHOLSON, becretary.
WiILLIAM ANDERSON,

DAN AKXDERSON.

E. A. BLAXESLER.

Ros'r. WINNING.

ELris SHORT.

STATE oF Towa } ss

Decatur County

Before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and
for said County, this day personally appeared, Joseph
Smith, E. L. Kelley, Wm. Anderson, Dan Anderson, E, A,
Blakeslee, and D. F. Nicholson, who are personally
known to me to be the identical persons whose names are
affixed to the foregoing Articles of Association, and

www.LatterDayTruth.org



GENERAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS. 139

acknowledged the execution of the same to be their
voluntary act and deed and for the purposes and in the
manner therein set forth.
Witness my hand and seal this 4th day of May, 1895.
Asa 8. COCHRAN,
Notary Public in and for the County of
Decatur, State of Towa.

STATE oF M1ssOURI 1 a8
County of Buchavan { ™

Before me the undersigned notary public in and for
said county and state, personally appeared this day Robt.
Winning, who is personally known to me to be the
identical person whose name is affixed to the foregoing
Articles of Association and acknowledged the execution
of the same to be their voluntary act and deed and for
the purposes and in the manner therein set forth.

Witness my hand and notarial seal this 24th day of
May, 1895. Cuas. M. StrErT, Notary Publie.

INDIAN TERRITORY
Central District §

Before me the undersigned a notary public in and for
said district, personally appeared before me this day
Ellis Short, who is personally well known to me to be the.
identical person whose name is affixed to the foregoing
Articles of Association, and he acknowledged that he had
executed the same for the purposes therein set forth as
his free voluntary act and deed.

Witness my hand and seal this I1st day of June, 1895,

Epwarp C. PIcKERING,
Notary Public in and for said District.

StAaTE OF lowa,
County of Decatur. }SS' )
Filed for record on the 6th day of June, 1895, at 3:30

o’clock p. m., and recorded in Book 86, pages 240 to 246.
J. J. Evaxs, Reg:order.
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INDEX.
~ Numbers indicate number of resolution.

Abstruse questions, 222.

Accepted as compliance with rule, 286.

Affirmative and negatwe votes, 329, .

Against distinctions in church prlvxleges, ete., 171,

American archaeology committee, 385

American archaology, map, 403.

Appeal to district conference, 125.

Appendix to Epistle of Twelve, 135.

Articles of Incorporation, 143, 184, 248, 847, 355.

Assumption in teaching to be proceeded against, 15,

Anuditing Committee, duaties, powers, prwﬂeges of, 442; o
Bishop’s accounts, 474

Autumn Ledves t0 be continued, 465; edltors of, 465.

Baptism, for dead, 308; necessary toreéntrance in church, 220.

Baptlsms, administrators to go down into water, 73} candidate
and sdminjstrator both to go into the water, 212 confirma-
tions, ordinations, blessings in district to be reported to
ensuing district conference, 131; validity of, 71; void, when
not lawfully performed, 73.

Bishop, 40, 102, 195; and Board of Publication; 225; and funds,
100; and funds, repealea 134; church property reported to
be valued and deeded, 206; Kirtland Temple title, 194; not
to publish names of poor, 112 of 8t. Louis district, 106 on
special fund, 366; resolutions on reporting of, repealed 144
semi-annual report of, 144; to call on br anch presidents for
means, 47; to present itemized reports of agents, 219; to pub-
lish quart}erly report of receipts and itemized dlsbursements,
112; to. publish report annually, 262; to report real estate,
JOO to secure Kirtland Temple propel ty rights, 208, -

Blshops accounts, auditing of, 859; agents’ reports to close
December 81 annually, 436; agents to report to district con-
ferences, reports audited, 81; books' and accounts, instruc-
tions concerning, 474; itemized report, publication continued,
446; ‘office, auditing of, 442; office to be audited before Gen-
eral Conference, 442 recommendations adopted, 436, 437, 438;

" reports to be andited by April 1, 436; report to close Decerm.
ber 31 annually, 436.

Bishops and agents- responsible to Bishop, 81; and counselors
ordained by Presidency, 492; appomtment of, 490; not to
take accounts from elders expendmg tithes unless olders so -
authorized, 123; ordination of by Presidency, 491, 492; to col-
lect means, 65; 'to select counselors, 492,

141
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Bishoprie, 179; added office facilities for, 438 and Twelve, to
regulate issue of tracts in Scandinavian and German, 236;
college finances referred to, 462; on college debt, 485; on quo-
rum orgaunizations, 811; Temple Lot suit, 389; to llquldate
college debt, 482, 484; to perfect Temple Lot tltle, 849; to
travel, 307.

Bible, Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, 222.

Bidemon, Sr. Emma, 44; manuscripts of Inspired Translation,
76.

Blair, Samuel, Recorder, 11; to select and publish hymns, 14,

Blan‘, W.W. Recm der, 32; released as Recorder, 41. .

Blakeslee, G. A Presiding Blshop, 252.

Board of locatlon 248.

Board of Pubhcation, 118, 189, 196, 197, 203; and purchase of
Ziow's ' Ensign, 405; appoints Historian, 424; History of
Church, 424; members nominated by BlShOp, 225 literary
work on ministerial basis, 379; to ask contrlbutlons 113; to
choose Historian, 409; to continue Autumi Leaves, 465 to
elect president. 127; to incorporate, 113; to issue certlﬁcateq
1135 to release Presuiency from editorial work, 351; to secure
transfer of Ensign property, 480.

Book of Mormon and Doctrine and bovenants, J. R Lambert’s
work on, 358, ®

Book of Mormon concordance, 435.

Books, Board of Publication to purchase, 167.

Br%nches and districts not to ordain persons not members in,
124. - .

Branch and district reports, 180.

Branch boundaries, conflicts concerning, 371; representation,
ruling on, 467.

Branches to report annually, 137 ; to report to Recorder, 69.

Briggs, J. W., 9, 287; and Hedrick on pamphlet, 28; Historian,
12; legal representative, 17; President of Twelve, 17; released
from work with Hedrick, 29; to publish pamphlet 13,

Cadwell, Edwin, Church Treasurer, 31.
Card playing unbecoming, 377
Care in use of means, 239.
Cases of trial and appeal, 300.
‘Central Illincis district, 468.
Central Missouri district disorganized, 378.
Central Nebraska district, 459.
-Christ alone the Ruler, 308; sole mouthpiece to church, 308.
Clergy permits, 404.
.. Cochran, F. E., Librarian, 483.
Collections, by those authorized only, 320.
Concordance and synopsis, 58.
‘Concordance to Book of Mormon, 435.
Concordance to Doctrine and Covenants, 229; 303,
Conference minutes, paging of, 454.
Conferende resolutions to be in writing, 136,
Conferences and quorums, 199.
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“Congress and press petitioned, to suppress polygamy, misrule
in Utah, ete., 177.

‘Consécration, 308.

~Church of Christ, and standard books, 5, 6; exists where are
six members, 5: pattern, 5.

“Church of Christ,” committee appointed endorsed, 466; com-
mittee to meet, 293, 466.

“Church paper, 35, 36; supervision of, 37.

Church property, to be valued, and deeded to, 206.

Credential blanks, for General Conference delegates, 451.

-Credentials to.Secretary, 354.

Dancing, to be avoided, 817; unbecoming, 377.

‘Danish Book -of Covenants, Salt Lake edition, changed, 255;
periodical, 285, 202; publications, 254.

Deacon, duties of, 471} preaching by, 449.

Debts, those contracting without fair prospect of paying, not
in good standing, 120.

Decatur district, under charge of missionaries, 417.

Des Moines district, 278, 458.

Departments, all reqaested to report annually to Historian, 470.

Dlsfellowshlped 18.

District conferences, 352; no authority outside of limits of 83,

District letters of appomtment 420; ‘mission appomtments, 83,
434.

.District presidents, support of, 397. N

Districts, right to elect all their officers, 89

District treasurers, action appointing repealed, 260,

Doctrine and Covenants, 216; in German, 425.

Divorce, 272, 412. ’

Divorced, persons illegally divorced unworthy, 66.

,Droppmg members from quorums, 458,

Eastern Iowa district, 458.

‘Bastern mission, 275.

Editorial and publishing departments, 55.

Editorial work, 267.

‘Editor’s reply to Rev. R. Patterson, 270.

Edmunds’ bill, committes, ete., 247.

Elders’ accounts balanced, by labor, 300.

_Elders,. courts, 207; duty of, 8; families’ support, 897;
quorum, 68; not appoxnted to labor, 53; omly to admin’
ister to smk 132; ordained by districts or missionaries in
charge, 312; quorum in Hurope, 416; quorums in foreign’
lands 1mp011t1c, 146; teaching of, .322 to call on branch
pé‘gemdents instead of members, for funds, 46; to receive aid,
P

Emigration fund, 56, 57, 96, 156.

Enecyclopedias and hlstorles committee on, 338, 450.
Encyclopedia articles, 223.

Encyclopedla commlttee, 374.

Exéll"gllment in quorums, 240, 296, 440; apphca.tlons to Secretary,
.Entertainments, 369,

www.LatterDayTruth.org



144 INDEX,

Ensign property to be transferred, 480.

Epistle of Twelve on tithes and offerings, 102,

Epistle of Twelve and Bishovpric, 238, 330,

Evarts’ circular, against polygamy, 265.

Expulsion, causes to be recorded, 284.

Factions, neither confer nor take away priesthood, 72.
Far West district, 873,

Fields, not to leave unnecessarily, 239,

Fmances, rules to provide for, 108.

Forscutt, M. H., SBecretary, 116; released as, 140,
Funds for prmtmg, ete., 27.

Gather, Saints to this 1and 7.

Gathering, 176, 183, 184, 187

General Assembly, 166, 222: 276, 308.

General committee on Blshop s acoounts, 474,
General Conference appointees, to draw expenses from Bishop

or agents, 261; to report receipts and expenditures, 261; to

state amount needed before .appointment, 203; appointees to
report to Secretary of Twelve, 269; body of spiritual an-
thorities, D. €. 99:5, ©6l; elders not to withdraw from
—closer attendance reqaested 103; resolutions, 295, 864, 382,
488; to meet annually, 258

General officers, all to receive licenses, 443.

General Sunday School Association, 344, 380; and Aulumn
Leaves, 465,

Goodeell, Henry, resignation of, 154; Secretary, 141.

Gurley, Z. H., 9; Recorder, 21.

Graceland College, 335, 837; Articles amended, 478; Articles as
amended, 493; debt, 482, 484, 485; Dlrectors, 399 finances,
462; mcorporatmn 396 treasurer’s accounts, 475 treas-
urer’s books, 475, trustees’ report 462,

Hedrick and Owen, Brn., 206,

Hedrick, Granville, 28, 29.

Heralds and Hopes tor European mission, 179,

Herald Office, annual audit, 324; auditing of, 442,

Herald; character of articles to be pubhshed 298

Herrmgton John, 9.

Highest authorlty to preside, 10.

High Council, 341,

High Priest, ordination by dxstnct void, 80.°

High Priests, law does not make it necessary for, to preside over:
branches, 111; quorum, 88; resolution on mission appoint-
ments, 230; right to ofﬁciate, under Presidency, 151; right to
preside over branches when chosen, 111; traveling, subject to
direction of Traveling High Counecil, 153,

. Historian, 12, 287, 409, 424, 444; records in bands of, 313; re-
ports to requested 470; to be aided by records, 289; to choose
assistant, 444, ) )

History, Chureh, 2035 in Millennial Star and Times and Seasons,
doubtful and unauthoritative, 878; third volume, 452.

History, éxamination and revision of, 360,

History of Church, 163 287, 360, 424.
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History of J oseph Smith, 203, 342.
. Holy Scriptures mdorsed 214 215.
Houses of worship, 211.

Hymn book, 34, 43, 44, 99.

Hymn and tune booL 328.

Independence church, referred to Bishoprie, 334.

Inspired Translatlon, 62, 63; committee on publication; 78;
means for, 75; mdorsed 214 manuscripts of, 76; original copy
preserved, 77; work on ertlng, proofreadmg, etc to be done
by those in the faith, 7

Intoxicants and tobacco, 92.

Joint committee on duties of Deacon, 471.

Joint council of Presidency, T'welve, Bishopric, 395,

Joint council, report of, 386.

Jurisdiction of branches; 130.

Kelley, E. L., Presiding Bishop, 345.

Kelley, W. H., President of Twelve, 431.

Kirtland distriet, 426.

Kirtland Terple property, 208; repairs, 256, 291; title, 194,

Laity, right to vote, 87,

Lamoni, Iowa, seat of First Presidency, 390.

Law, whole, of church, in three books, 6

“Liay’ member, term not to be used, 168.

Liegal representative, 10, 17.

Letters -of removal, 1&1 185, 227, 455, 406, 457; names of
branches included in, 457; rules governing 1ssue, 457; to
those actually removing only, 457,

Liberty of conscience, 222.

Library, 60; books to be cared for, 304.

Librarian, 161 421, 483; purchase of books, 422; to choose
assistant, 464.

Licenses, 296; for Seventy, 432, 433; quorum, lost by release,
453 ;- for Patriarch and all general officers, 443; to gemneral
oﬂicers, 117,

“Life of Joseph the Prophet,’’ 287.

Literary laborers on ministerial basis, 879.

Local appointees not to report to General Conference, 361.

Local commandments, binding -only as reiterated or com-
manded, 282; not binding, etc., 308.

Locating commxttee, 176, 183, 184,

Lord, the, only avenger of wrong, 308,

Marrlage and divoree, 272, 412,

-Members, to unite with branches convenlent to, 435 456,

Memorial to Congress, 107, 178,

Ministerial basis, 473,

Ministry, financial report blanks, 439; report blanks, 888; finan-
cial reports, totals only pubhshed .—348 not appointed Tecom- :
mended to districts and missions, 233 report forms, 332.

Ministry reports, 875; blank form for, 479 publication of
abolished, 437; be pubhshed in Herald, 479; to be summarized
and reported by missionaries in charge 448,

Mission appointments, rules governing, 393, 394, 414
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146 INDEX.

Missionaries, all to report receipts, 321.

Missionaries, must be members of branches or districts, 2263 -
none in debt sent except arrange therefor, 122; to iabor
under mission presidents, 139.

Missionaries in charge and district mission appointments, 434;
and distriet presidents, 353; to move missionaries, 367. !

Missionary in charge, decision of, 371.

Mission, conferences, 352; fields, subdivisions of, 460; work at.
Chicago during Columbian Exposition, 876; work, others
besides Twelve and Seventy, 244

Missions, none to those using tobacco, 463.

Moneys, all to be expended in charge of, 322; to be paid through

- branch presidents and Bishop’s agents, 102

““Mormon," use of term discouraged, 381,

Names, not to be stricken from records without action, 284;
of all members on reecord, 118; to bé attached to articles =
sent for publication, 305; unnecessary to publish contribu- -
tors’, 306.

Nauvoo district, 149, 346, 441, 468; action of, recommendation
to, 145; missionary, jurisdiction of, 441.

Nebraska, unorganized territory in, 459.

Negro race, preaching to, 95.

Non-publication of items, condemned, 283; explanation of, 285.

Northeastern Missouri district, 878. .

Northern Illinois, 372.

Northern Michigan district, 469.

Northern Nebraska district, 459.

Official acts valid till silenced, 90.

Officials, to do duties, 97.

QOhio district, 426.

Opinions, 308.

Order of Enoch, 114,

Ordinances, 202.

Ordinations, legal ones and legal acts recognized, 4; legality of,

__201; reconferred, 201; to Presidency High Priesthood, 3.

"~ Owen and Hedrick, Brn., 26.

Pacific Slope mission, 271, 274.

Patriarch and Evangelical Minister, 429.

Patriarch, license for, 443; request of granted, 473.

Personal opinions and views, 298.

Pittsburg district, 426.

Plenary inspiration, 308;

Poor, names not to be published, relief of, 70.

Political sentiments, 52.

Polygamy, mention of, 50.

Preaching— Dby teachers and deacons, 449.

Presidency and Bishop, Temple Lot suit, 413.

‘‘Presidency and Priesthood,” 197.

Presidency, editorial labors of, 827; excused from committees
if desired, 209; instructions to Twelve, 418; on Doctrine and
Covenants, Book of Mormon, etc., 222; on Nauvoo district,
441; on purchase of library books, 422; or Twelve—to appoint
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missionaries, etc., 139; recommendations to Twelve, 460, 461
report appomtment of Bishops, 4Y0; seat of, 3890; to be
released from editorial duties, 851; 1:0 nominate members
Standing High Council, 259: to ordain bishops, 491, 492; to
ordain Bishop’s counselors, 492; to organize High Counecil, 341.
President ; and Prophet, 38; appointment by indorsed, 466; and
Secretary to issue licenses, 433, 448; Melchisedec Priesthood,
.89; of church, 3; request of granted, 472; representative of;
%({717; ruling of, 467 ; sustained as, etc., 153; to issue licenses,

President of Twelve, 431.

- Presiding Bishop, 345; to report accounts to Annual Confer-
ence, 82; accounts to be audited, 82; summary of report to
be published in chureh paper, 82.

Press, liberty of regunlated, 298; means for, 98.

Pretensions of leadership disclaimed, 1.

Priesthood, not conferred nor taken by factions, 72; all to
report, 20; to preach gospel, 19; to report, 25.

Printing press, 49.

Publications not authorized rest on merits, 368,

Publishing committee, 126; to publish corrected Doctrine and
Covenants, 54.

‘Quorum enrollment, 224; enroliments cancelled, 487; officers to
be ordained, 109; officers to enroll members, 440.

“Quorums, 199; efforts to have fiiled, 253; of lesser priesthood
organized, 30,3 organization of duty of Twelve, 8l11;
requested to report annually to Historian, 470; rules gover: n-
ing changes in, 453; officers to issue licenses, 117; to report
names received and dropped from, 486.

‘Rebaptism, 71, 212, 220; annuls former ordination, 329 recon-
firmation, reordmatlon, 133.

Reconciliation necessary to branches or authorities where dis-
fellowshiped, 74.

Recorder, 11, 21, :)2 88, 41, 42, 159, 408; assistant, 227, 430, 476
authorized to act as secrefarv € Q]ﬁcw, 169 Secretary also,
170; to receive local records, 350.

Becord general, 181; general, districts and branches should
have names of all members on, 118; names not to be stricken
from without action, 284.

Records, 227; names stricken from, 309; branches and districts,
93; of disorganized branches and districts, 350; to contain
causes of expulsion, 284.

Reincorporation, 347.

Reports, complete, provided for, 105; not Ob]eCqu to, recelved
and approved, 119; branches and dlsbrlcts, 192; of branches
chiirch property, 94; of ministry to Church Secretary, 481.

~:Representation, 85; See also Kules of.

Representatives to "teach the faith, 298.

Resolution No. 100 repealed, 134.

Resolutions reaffirmed, 23, 24, 51, 325; to be in writing w1th
name of mover, 162.

Resurrection, the, 891,
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Reunions, mission and district authorities to arrange for, 268.

Revelation 1853, 277; 1887, -826; 1890, 838, 340; 1894, 428; 1894

and joint council, 895; 1897, 427.

Revelations, 276; church to be satisfied concerning, 3808;
indorsed and standards of faith and practice, 216; of Christ
only, 308; to be included in Doctrine and Covenanbs, 2165 to
be tested 15.

Rock, the. b76.

Rocky Mountain mission, 819,

Rogers, I. L., ordained bzgh priest and Presiding Bishop, 40.

Rules of Order 182, 207, 828, 330, 355 ; amsended, 870; revision of,
336; ruling on section 177+ 1, 467.

Rules of repreﬁentamon, 228, 284, 241, 245, 249, 251, 257, 278, 314;
ruling on, 4

Sacrament, 172; ‘“‘administering the,”’ 401;. teachers, deacons,
or laity not to administer, 401.

Saints, attention to anti-tobaceo resolutlon, 362; to assist
elders’ families, 45.

Baints’ Home, 331, 366.

Saints’ Hymnal, 400.

Saloons; intoxicants; test of fellowship, 207.

Salyards, R. 8., Secretary, 407.

Seattered members retained o br, anch records, 227,

Scattering members, to unite with branches convement 458,

School History errors, 450,

Bchool of the Prophsets, 110,

Beott, John, Librarian, 161.

Seal of church, 163.

Sealing to efer ‘nal life, 202.

Secretary, 140, 141, 169 170, 407; and Recorder, offices sepa-
rated, 406; and Recorder. to aid Historian, 289; duties of,
115, 116; enrollment applications to, 316; name of office of7
411; to arrange lists of quorums, 266; to be on compilation
committes; 205; to cancel enrollments, 489; to enroll slders
for quorum, 240; to give mames of speakers, 209; to issue
Jlicenses with President, 117; to provide delegate credential
blanks, 451; to receive applications for gquorums, 440; report
of, 358; ‘to reject local reports, 861

Secret societies, members not prohibited from joining, 175.

Section 113 Doctrine and Covenants, explanation with, 402;
121 Doctrine and Covenants, 392.

Secular pursuits, prohibited ’co members of first quorums, 288,

Seventy, form of license for, 482; licenses to, 433, instruction
to, 892: ordinstion of, 181; President of Second, of, 4153
released from special- local jurisdiction, 86; resolution of,
231; secretary of to issue licenses, 181; to labor, tithing for
_families of, 160; twelve and, to be first sent, 230, under dlrec=
tion of Travehng High Councﬂ 150. )

Sheen, Isaac, appointed Recorder, 42,
Bilenced members. of quorums to be repmted ay laity, 1043
officials not to officiate, 318.
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Smith, A. H., acting counselor, 419; counselor to Pres1dent,
429 Presxdmg Patriarch and Evangeheal Minister, 429,

Smlth D. H., 294, b

Smlth Heman C., Historian, 444.

Snuth Joseph, chosen President and Prophet and Successor,
88, 39 Editor Herald and Hepe 2067; in charge of editorial and
pubhshmg departments, 55; hterary labor to be limited to
editorial work, 267; sustained as President, Prophet, Seer,
and Revelator, 153.

Smith, F. M., Historian, 424; Librarian, 421,

Southeasteln Illinois district, 441, 447, 468.

Southeastern mission, 148.

Southern Michigan and Northern Indiana dxstrmt 469,

Southern Nebraska, 459.

Southwestern mission, 148, 477.

Spring River district, 477

Stake, nons, at present,

Stebbins, H. A. Recorder, 159, 408; Secratary, 1705 Secretary
e oﬁczo 169.

8t. Louis dlstrlet 383, 447, 468,

Stenographer on ministerial basis, 473.

“*Buccession”’—reply to B. H. Roberts’ work 445,

Successor, 2, 8, 10, 17, 23, 38, 39,

Sunday School Assoemmon, 339; lessons, 200; paper, 101; worls,
243; sustained, 128; to bs fosteled 191.

Synobsm, 58, 198, 205,

Teaching, contrary to General Conference resolutions censure
able, 187; of ministry, 387, 301. )

Territory, under supervision of Twelve, 461.

Test of reception and fellowship, 222.

Temple building and endowmenfts, 308,

Templs Lot suit, 349, 889, 418,

- Tent work, 398.

Three booLs, not to be attacked, 298; authomty in government, -
doctrine, and controversy, 215, 216, standards, 222, 848, 308
368, 387.

Tithing, b)nding in scattered-condition, 174; epistles on, 102,
135, 288, 830 law of applicable in present, 2103 minjsters
1ne11g1ble who ignore, 363; to be taught, 188; volunoary, 308,

Tobacco, 217; users of ineligible, to appomtment 362,

Tobacco and Strong drink; 235, 329, 463.

Tracts, 59; committes on, 164 for free distribution, 815; Ger-
man, .300 Presidency, ’l‘welve, and Bishopric, to furmsh 158,

Traveling ministry under direction of Presidency and Twelve,
84,

Treasurer, 80, 81; to give security, 30, 83.

Trial and appeal cases 301. .

Trial, citations to through Herald discontinited, 188,
Tune book, 129, 190, 198, 196.'204, 213, 921.

Twelve and ﬁlihop on temporsal iaw, 183, 288, 23

03 relieve
Presldenvy 351,
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150 INDEX.

Twelve and Seventy, to be first sent and supported 230 231; to
take elders and priests into fields, 237.

Twelve, compare present, Palmyra edition, Book of Mormon
with Whitmer manuscript, 281; decisions binding till re-
pealed, 280; epistle of on tithes and offerings, 102; epistle of. °
Twelve and Bishopric, 238, 330; 260-264; filled in part, 22;
measures to release hands of, 64 65; not to control funds,
100; President of, Acting Counselor. 419; presidents of church
abroad, 279; released from special local jurisdiction, 86; re-
port on preaching by teachers and deacons, 449; resolution
not to control funds, repealed, 184; take charge of impor-
tant, especially foreign missions, 178; to meet before Gen-
eral Conference, 269; to send copies of revelations, 15; to try
all revelations and manifestations, 15; travel under direction
of Presidency, according to revelations, 147; two by two
to hold special conferences, 418; to organize local minis-.
try, 418; will not appoint users of tobacco, 362,

Unbaptized persons not entitled to sacrament, 91.

Utah chapel, 142, 186, 195, 218, 242.

Utah, commlttee on Edmunds’ bill on, 247; mission, 157; prob-
lem, church offers to supply missionaries, 246.

Utah Saints advised to remain for work's sake, 67,

Voice of the Captives, 13.

Voice of Warning, 410, 423.

Wales, periodical in, 158,

‘Wisconsin districts, 384.

‘Withdrawals from church, 309,

‘Witnesses in adultery cases, 343.

‘Word of Consclation, 9, 51.

‘Words to be used in baptisms, 48.

‘World’s Fair, representation, 357.

Yea and nay votes, 310.

Zion, 7.

Z um’s Bnsign, 405, 480.

Zion’s Religio and Autumn Leaves, 465,

Zion’s Religio-Literary Society, 365.
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