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FOREWORD.
"0 that mine enemy had written a book."Proverbs.
Whatever else a man may do, he seriously
should hesitate before putting a record of his
thoughts, words and deeds, as known to himself,
into the hands of both enemies and friends, in a
book. Having taken due thought upon the subject,
I have decided to offer to those who care to read,
whether in loving regard, or in enmity, the following pages in retrospect of my life.
My principal object in writing thus of myself,
is that those who are associated with me as coworkers in the cause of truth, as seen by us through
the intervention of "The Comforter," may know
the causes which led me to acceptation of the
"Angel's Message" delivered to the world by the
Palmyra Seer, and see in the testimonies herein
set down the reflex of their own experiences under
the same Divine ministeration: "Which giveth to
all men liberally, and upbraideth not."
He who would do his fellowmen good must
himself conform to the truth in his thought, word
and deed, in the review which he takes of his life
and work in his own cause; how much more then
the necessity that in a cause dearer and grander
than one given up to human aspiration and achievement alone, that he who writes should suffer no
www.LatterDayTruth.org

X.

FOREWORD

control to move his thought or pen other than
"The Spirit of Truth." With this sentiment kept
in view, this work is submitted to those who read~
asking only that it be pe~used in the light of the
thought expressed below :

"Cruel and cold are the judgments of men,
Cruel as the winter, cold as the snow,
But by and oy, will the deed and the plan
Be judged by the motive tha~ lieth below."

ELDER R. C. EVANS.
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PREFACE.
"In My Father's house are many mansions: If
it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again, and receive you
unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also." (John I4: 2.)
Whatever else may be said witli regard to salvation through the Messiah, it must be conceded
that He alone is authorized to dictate the terms
upon which men are to be saved. It must further
be conceded that the time when, and the place
where, the qualifications of those who are saved,
and the obligations to be observed by them with
reference to that salvation, are all at the di.sposal
of Him who is their Savior. The church, (using
the word as an appellation applied to all believers
in Jesus Christ as the Redeemer,) is based upon
what is called revealed religion, and it is through
the covenant which it is said God made with Abraham that in him and his seed should all nations
of the earth be blessed. There were two branches
of this idea in:cluded in this peculiar blessing; one
was the possession of a portion of the earth's surface, which was to be devoted to himself and his
seed hereafter; the second was the spiritual provision which was to culminate at the coming of the
Shiloh, when the sceptre should depart from Judah
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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and the spiritual reign of Christ in the hearts of
His believers should begin. None can question but
what the Shiloh was Jesus the Christ. The Roman
rule succeeded the reign of Judah, the kingly tribe.
From the terms of the covenant it is a safe conclusion that the means of salvation was to be· of
universal application. "Come unto Me, all ye that
labor and are heavy laden, and I wilt give y~m rest,"
is the language of the Savior Himself; and Peter,
after the remarkable manifestation which he had by
which he was convinced that the Gentiles had coine
into remembrance with God, expressed himself
thus: "I preceive that God is no respecter of persons; but in every nation he that feareth Him, and
worketh righteousness, is accepted of Him."
It should be the effort, then, of those who speak
or write in reference to a salvation which is offered
to man through the ministration of Jesus Christ,
to do so with the direct understanding- that Jesus
Christ is to be authoritatively represented by agents
chosen by Himself in presenting means by which
salvation is acquired unto the children of men.
The basis upon which salvation is presented, so far
as the individual to whom it is presented is concerned,, is that every man is to act upon his own
respondibility and his own individuality, and either
achieve salvation through his obedience to the
commands of God, or suffer infinite loss by failing
to do that which is commanded. This is self-evident truth. None may evade the judgment that
will eventually be called and will pass upon all men,
each answering for himself for that which has been
confided to him, and none can be absolved from his
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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responsibility until the final trial takes place. This
is not only a just conclusion but it is also a safe
one, for, finite as are the judgments of men, yet
humanity has a standard of consideration for the
conditions in which men are found by reason of
their environment and those things which are
brought to bear upon them in the life of the world,
that a fairly just code of justice has found place
among the citizens and nations of the earth. How
much more equable and just are the judgments
of God? To assume that men are not under individual responsibility but that all has been done for
them that can be done, leaving nothing for their
own accomplishment, is a greater mistake, and there
is no excuse for those who make it.
The law of the physical world, so far as man
has accomplished a knowledge thereof, is imperative in its requirements upon those who dwell upon earth. The laws governing the material world
are inexorable, and physical safety, the achievement of men's aspirations, their successes, and
their freedom from undue evil influences, are all dependent upon the observing of the laws governing;
their physical being·. The laws of demand and
supply are so closely connected that whatever there
has been a demand made for, there has been an
adequate supply provided, and notwithstanding the
views of the world, those things which sustain
human life now are of similar character to those
which sustained the progenitors of the race since
time on earth began. Men do not look for change
in those laws but secure a knowledge of them so
far as is possible for them to do, and yield
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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obedience to them with safety, and with an assurance that they may safely count on their continuance without intervention to change them on the
part of Him who established them at the beginning.
This applies equally to all, and whatever modification may appear in the lives of different races, is
,only a matter of locality. This was well understood
by Paul when he observed that God had "made of
one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the
face of the earth, and hath determined the times
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation."
That there should be a co-relation between the
laws of physical life and the laws of spiritual life
needs no argument; it is safe to make the statement.
The inquiry is pertinent, whether He who created
the world and man to occupy His place in the world,
who fashioned everything apparently for the good
'Of him whom He set upon the earth, and especially
the laws of his being, has dealt so peculiarly with
man in regard to the physical laws by which he is
governed as to make his physical existence depend
upon an observance of the laws which He created,
should have dealt differently with regard to his
spiritual nature. This question can have but one
answer and that is that the Creator who was so
mindful of the necessities of the physical man and
who provided so bountifully for that nature, has
also dealt equally wisely and bountifully in regard
to his spiritual being.
It is conceded that revealed religion is that system of spiritual ethics and code of principles of
human conduct revealed or made known in the
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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scriptures. This must be held as a divine communication intended for the good and lasting benefit
"of man. Whatever they are, rules and principles
governing human conduct while me.n sojourn in the
flesh, which may have force and effect, means for
the spiritual enlightenment and salvation, are to be
discovered in the scriptures, the written law. It
must follow as a just conclusion that the same spirit
which dictated the creation of man ana- the establishing of the laws by which he was to live upon
the earth, should provide the rules and principles of
man's conduct with a direct view of fitting him for
the answering of the responsibility which was placed upon him. He who seeks to avoid this conclu. sion must needs answer as well as he who accepts
the conditions; the difference between them being
that one places himself within the lines of safety
·by individual consent, and the other refuses; the
one being found willing to accept the obligations
because of the value of that which is offered, and
the other being unwilling, refusing to submit himself because he does not choose to bring his conduct within the rules specified and seeks to evade
·the consequences by denying the rule of obligation.
Taking the life and teachings of Christ as showing
the true presentation of the means established by
the Creator for the purpose of conserving the salvation of men, we seek in that which is left upon
record for the principles of this religion above referred to. vV e find Him as a personage preceded
·by prophetic statements running back hundreds of
.years before His advent into the world, the fulfil.ment of which may be clearly traced in the New
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Testament history given of His life and teaching.
Just prior to His coming we have a series of spiritual manifestations which justly may not be charged
to any accidental interference of divine power, but
must be attributed to infinite design. One of these
is clearly set forth by good old Simeon, who had
been told that he should not depart this life until he
had seen the Shiloh, the Messiah, the Lord's Christ,
This man, being present when the Child Jesus was
brought into the Temple to be submitted to the ~x
actions of the law of the tribe to which He belonged,
recognized Him and said of Him: "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according
to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of
all people ; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the
glory of Thy people Israel."
In this there are two ideas presented: (It may
be said two separate propositions although they are
really but one) that He whom Simeon recognized
as being the one whom the promise had been
made to himself that he should see, shows Him to
be the Light which was to lighten the Gentiles, a
wonderful promise; and the second was that He
was to be the Glory of His people Israel. A distinction between the Gentile and the people of Israel
clearly drawn. It is a fact that the fulfilment of
the promise made to Abraham, Christ has been the
Light that lighteneth every man that cometh into
the world; and that this Light is universal and of
such a character that it justly may not be gained
without the distinguishing characteristic expressed
in the terms "the Glory of Thy people Israel,"
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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indicating that He would be something to Israel
that He would not be to the Gentile. While one
may partake of the blessings which appertain to
them upon whom this Light is bestowed, may be
not of Israel, those upon whom His divine influence will especially fall will be, like Himself, of
Israel. In order to keep within the provisions of
the promise made to Abraham there must be some
means provided by which the children of men may
become of Abraham's seed, either by decent, kinship, or by adoption; and it is this principle of
adoption that is declared in the principles of the
doctrine of Christ as found in the New Testament,
the spirit of which was with the Savior Himself
as a missionary, with the disciples whom He called,
selected, ordained, and sent out as His agents for
the purpose of making manifest among men the
opportunity to become the sons of God through
the principles of adoption into the Abrahamic
covenant. So when Jesus declared to Nicodemus
that "Except a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom" He was but proclaiming a fundamental principle upon which the salvation of men
was to be based.
History. whether ecclesiastical or profane, offers no distinction for the claim of transmitted
authority in unbroken succession from the church
instituted hy Jesus in the calling of the apostles
and sending them out to preach the gospel. It has
hecn tried a good many years and has failed in
every instance. The decadence of the church as
instituted primarily, lapsed about the year 570 A.
D. and many of the characteristics of the earlier
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church were not known in any organized body of
worshipers of which history gives any account.
Some of the doctrine as preserved in legendary
. teaching, may be assumed as having been found
among the Vaudois of Northern Italy and Southern
Switzerland, and among some of the inhabitants of
Montenegro and Herzegovina, and possibly some
others of the provinces of the South of Europe, but
these traces are vague and are not found in established form in any organized religious body. The
division of the church which culminated in the
eastern and western bodies known as the Greek and
Roman Catholic Churches, gave rise to innumerable
off-shoots more or less alike, and yet strikingly
different, in none of which is to be found the whole
curriculum of faith and beliefs as originally taught
and practiced by the followers and disciples of
Christ. Nor did the reforms under Martin Luther.
John Calvin, John Knox, George Fox, John and
Charles Wesley, or any others of minor importance,
relieve the situation so far as authoritative organization is concerned. That the English Church
had legal existence so far as statutory provision
could make the human church legal, may be conceded, but this does not give unto it the legality of
divine institution, nor change the fact of the lack
of characteristic features marking the faith as
identical with that taught by the Master.
This necessitates a recognition of the right of
divine revelation as belonging to the head of the
church, Jesus Christ, who, as recorded by two of
the evangelists, is on record as having stated that
upon the fact of his Divine Sonship he would build
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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his church, and that the gates of hell should not
prevail against it. This statement may be freely
rendered as including human organizations as being
barred from prevailing against the integrity of the
church which the Master would build. That the
doctrines of the primitive church under Christ and
his disciples were the result of direct revelation
from God, there is ample reason to believe. Jesus
himself stated, as given at the close of the 12th
chapter of John's gospel, that whatsoever he spoke
he did so as the Father had commanded him; and
in this connection he affirmed that he knew the
commandments of the Father were life everlasting.
11is words as stated by John are "For I have not
spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he
gave me a commandment, what I should say, and
what I should speak. And I know that his commandment is life everlasting; whatsoever I speak
therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I
speak."-John, I2 :49, so.
That there is clear warrant in the Word itself
to justify the conclusion that when Jesus used the
words referred to, that he spoke as his Father gave
him commandment, he did so by virtue of the
Spirit of Truth which actuated both of them, and
by which he was one with the Father through the
of the Spirit which is stated by himself
to be the Hoiy Ghost, the Comforter, is seen when
we repeat his words as given by the same
John, in the 6th chapter, 63rd verse, in which he
said, "It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh
profiteth nothing; the words which I speak unto
you, they are spirit, and they are life." This is
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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still further accentuated in the words of that memorable prayer recorded in the 17th of John, 8th
verse, wherein he states, "For I have given unto
them the words which thou gavest unto me; and
they have received them, and have known surely
that I came out from thee, and they have believed
that thou didst send me." The 18th verse, "As
thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I
also sent them into the world." From these evidences it is seen that in the mission which he carried on in the world, the Saviour not only represent himself to be a messenger sent from his father,
but that he was assured that the spirit of power
and authority by which he was acting was the
essential light and spirit of the Father, and that it
was this essence of power which he intended to
make manifest as being in the words which he
spoke. Without this vitalizing influence the words
could mean nothing, and when there is added to
this testimony of the Divine One his own declaration that "Not one jot or tittle should pass away
until all should be fulfilled" men should be satisfied
that the same divine authority and spirit of power
was ordained to continue with the word, authoritatively administered until the end of the world,
whether the end of th<;: world should mean the end
of all physical creation or the destruction of the
wicked.
The volume of this book is intended to examplify the truthfulness of the foregoing argument
and conclusions, by showing in succinct relation the
intrusion of a controversy into the religious world
intended to show a revival of the doctrines taught
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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be the Master and his disciples, through the same
instrumentality by which it was first introduced in
the meridian of time, and continued until by persistent departure from the faith, the accompanying
manifestations of the presence of this spirit of
power dwindled away and were lost in the mists of
unbelief. \Vhile perhaps it may not be claimed that
the possession of the word, the Bible, is a sufficient
and safe guide of faith and practice, it is entirely
consistent with the mission of Jesus Christ to
affirm, and steadfastly hold, that except the doctrines of the Master be taught by those who claim
to represent him as the Redeemer of men, accompanied by the Spirit, ineffable in character, unbroken in power, comprehensive in promise, and
certified by fulfillment through the constant attendance of the Spirit, salvation cannot result to
the human family. As clearly as the body of man
is dead without the spirit, as surely as the flesh
dies when the fountain of life is broken within it,
so certainly cannot the body of Christ without the
Spirit be taught as a means of saving power; and
so surely as those who presume to preach Christ
neglect to affirm the presence of and assurance of
the Spirit which did accompany the preaching at
the time of the institution of the church and the
sending of the disciples to preach, just so surely
will there be a failure to
the
in m11eh
power and the demonstration of the Spirit.
There may be a disturbing clement m the
preaching of the doctrine as contained in the New
TestamPnt scripture, as there has been so long
time a departure from the faith once delivered to
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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the Saints, that the teaching of the original faith
is considered a new theory and an innovation. It
is, however, necessary that error should be disturbed, no matter in what quarter it may be found
manifested, neither with whom may lie its advocacy, nor how long it may have held the field
under the assumed guise of truth; hence, the allegation that the preaching of the doctrine of Christ is
a disturbing element, can have no weight with the
advocates of truth.' Nor should it, for the Master
has said that the 'vV ord of God is the truth. Hence
those who may be fearful of the introduction of discussion through. this disturbing element, should be
enabled to discover their error and the weakness:
of the position that they occupy and abandon them.
Nor should the advocates of truth hesitate to declare the doctrines of Jesus. The charge that the·
advocates of literalism in the application of scripture occupy too high and a too dangerous ground,
is a confession of weakness upon the part of those
who make it. It cannot be true. The Spirit of
Truth must inevitably bear witness to the truth
sooner or later; and the advocates of the doctrine of
Christ, taking shelter under the words of the
Apostle John in his second epistle, "Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ. hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, hath both the Father and the Son."
should in no wise shrink from a full and fair declaration of the doctrine as it has been spoken by the
Savior and his disciples.
The claim made for this work, that it is by virtue of the restoration of the gospel and the reconwww.LatterDayTruth.org
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£erring of the power and authority by which it was
originally preached, while it may be startling to the
-ordinary reader, it should not prevent a careful
reading and fair consideration of the claim made
as to its correctness; for, though the claim may be
startling, it also may be true; and as it is clearly
shown that there was in the words of the Savior
the spiritual assurance of life and power, and that
these were intended to continue whenever the
Word was authoritatively declared, it must follow
that those who make affirmation of the gospel
economy by virtue of the convenant God made with
Abraham, fulfilled at the coming of the Shiloh,
must do this under the inspiration of the same
spirit.
It will be the effort of this volume to demonstrate this in the history of the life and labor of one
called to this work in this dispensation. The writer
·of this preface neither affirms, nor denies the correctness of the statements made by the writer of
the book, as he is not responsible for what is written therein. Nevertheless, he bespeaks for the
book an earnest and careful study, feaving its
merits to be judged by the reader.
JOSEPH SMITH,
President of the Reorganized Church
·Christ of Latter Day Saints.

of Jesus

Independence, Mo., Dec. sth, I907.
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ELDER R. C. EVANS
CHAPTER I.

My Birthplace and Early Years.
I was born October 20th, 1861, in a smaU village:
..:alled St. Andrews, situated on North River, Argen~
tile county, in the Province of Quebec. My mother
was horn in the same village, and ih'ere my father
became acquainted with her, and they were married
in 1845.
My father's 'health failed him soon after :twas
born, in consequence of which he was forced •to give
up business and what little of this world's goods he
had accumulated passed away
vVhen ·dreary month's of >Sickness had passed
away, and the sunshine of ·health was once more
beaming upon our ·lit·tle thorne, father de.cided to
leave the land of 'h'is bint;h (for he was born just
fifteen miles from my birthplace), and ibidding farewell to all his friends the s<ta-f'ted for Upper Canada.
Fortune smiled upon •him, and soon he sent for
mother and the family. He worked at his trade in
the flour mills in St. John, Ontario, for one year,
a.Her w1hic'h' he moved with the family to the city
of London, Outario, where 'he resided till about one
www.LatterDayTruth.org

2

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF

year and five months ago, 1890, when he removed
to Glencoe to spend his last days with my brother
'l'homas.
I was the youngest child of my fatllier's family.
I attended the common school for about four years.
My first work for the purpose of earning money was
perfci'rnied
my seventh year. It was carrying
newspapers for t!he London Herald Office after
school hours. I carried a round of ninety-five papers £or seventy cents a rweek. After working that
route for nearly a year and ,a half, I iQibtained anobher round of one lh'undred and sixty papers for
ninety cents a 'week. This, the reader may ~think,
was a poor barg~ain, for it meart1t a great deal more
work and only twenty ~cents a week increase in
salary. Trhis is true, but twenty cents to the writer
was a small fortune in ~the day15 wihen his mother
would anxious'ly wait on Saturday nigh't for his
wages.
The reminis~cences of th'ose days are not all, painful, for it was then and is now ,a 'pleasure ~to know
t!hM I di~d ~the <best I 'oould ~to earn an honest livelihood, and that my feeble efforts 'Were appreciated,
in that my employer and customers were pleased
with me; and last but not least, I !had the satisfaction of knowing that I did what I could to help
my parents in the days when father had no work,
and 1tJhe grim wolf of poverty \Vas at the door.
I was in my ~tenth year when I left :scihool and
my round of p3!pers for a position in Bryan's Brush
l''acrory. My hours for workling there were hom
seven a.m. till six p.m., with one hour for dinner
and rest. 'Dhis of course made it neces,g,ary for me

in
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leave school. When I had worked one week I
received my wages, and walked home very tired,
but happy, for now I could give my mother more
money. My wages for >the first six months were
one dollar and twenty-five cents per week. T'he
reader will see that I was >workiing ·ten hours a day,
and yet only receiving .thirty-five cents per week
more than my last round o1f >papers brought me,
but 1Jhen I was learning something and had bright
hopes of more wages in the future; and again, this
thirty-five ·cents would purshase many little
things.
My work was to singe the top of
paint and whitewash brushes, and paint th'em.
I had worked but two months when I was surprised
to get, as an increase of salary, an extra twentyfive cents on the week; but in time I found the
paint and burnt !hair was injnr•ing my health, and
when motlher r·equest·ed me to leave, I did so, and
for the next three years or mor:e worked around as
parcel boy in different stores, and for a time as
news agent on <the Grand Trunk rail road.
\?ifhile working in the stores it was thoug1l].t 'by
some 't'ha:t my voice was g10od and I rwas soon permitted to a~ttend entertainments ,and pnivate parties
with ·my older friends, and t!h'ere rwould sing. It
was not long until from going £or the purpose of
singing, I learned to dance. When this last came
·to the ears of my mother, I was strictly forbidden
to ever dance, and my entertainment privileges. were
wiuhheld. But a:las! mother's orders came too late;
I ha.d leamed to be what th'e boys call smart, :that
is to make my mother believe stor•ies which were
deceptive, and in many ways (with the assistan<:e
t<)
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of my brothers and friends) I would be on the stag·e
and in tihe ball-room when mother 'i"hought l was
elsewhere. When I was t1hirt~een years of age I
danced with a ~glass o~ water on my head and never
spilled one drop. Permit me to pass over these
times, .bhe memory of which brings the blush of
&hame ~to my face, ev.en now.
I do not know that I ever wilfully injured my
fellow man in those days, 1but I was merry and
would do almost anything to :have what was thought
by me and by many others also "a good time." If
tzlH~re is any such thing as ihav,ing a good 'time while
in the world of folly and pride, I think I had it;
but let me say right here and now, that I would
not give one !hour in a good prayer meeting, or
gathering 'Wiher.e God's Saints are met, for all the
pleasures of the world about which I know anything.
, T1hus passed away my fifteenth year. I was
only a child, yet I had passed tlh'rough more and
seen more of 'tihe world and its allurements t1han
many twke my age. Some fourteen months before
this time my £ather had conneated :himself with "a
peculiar people," known as Latter Day Saints. Our
family gave little heed ~to this, as father had always
had very strange views with reference to religion,
and when tlhe minister would come to our >house
mother would often feel ashamed when father would
tell ~the preadh'er his v•iews on certain doctrinal
points. It had been ~apparent for a number of years
that father was a poor Episcopalian, 1Jhough he and
mot!her, with their parents were all members of che
Ch'urch of England. Fal:her had played an instrnwww.LatterDayTruth.org
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ment and mother had sung in the choir in that
.church for years. When father left the church of
his fathers, it caused mother many bitter tears. T,he
rest of the :house did not care, but, poor mother!
she refused to be comforted, and would wend h'er
way to her church alone.
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CHAPTER II.

How I Came to Attend the L. D. S. Meetings.
One day while I was present, father and motJher
were discussing some point of doctrine, when father
mentioned the name of John J. Cornish as heing
a great preacher in the Swints' Church, and yet he
could not read the Bible before the public. This
a:ttracted my atte111tion, and from father I learned
tha•t this .was the same "Jolhnn~e Cornish" I •had met
years hefore. He !had been 'brougiht hom the back
country .to drive a h'ors·e for McGee's Factory, and
would often permit me to ride with him. My curiosity was at once excited and I determined to go
and hear "Jack Cornish" pread1. I confess it was.
not to hear the gos.pel, or a desire to a:cquire knowledge that prompted me to go, but the thought of
ignorant ''Jack Cornish" being a ·preacher, and that
I might ha·ar him, •promised to be to me a treat i:lhat
I thought would be more amusing than a "dime
si11ow." Sunday nig~ht came at last, and with anumber of boys I went to the Latter Day Sa·ints' Church.
T·he bnil.iing was crowded, and with difficulty we·
obtained seats. It was a pla~n frame building, but
everything was neat and clean. We had not be~n
t:here a great while before an elderly man walked
up to and took a seat behind •the old fasih'ioned pulpit. He gave out the 72rst hymn in the "Saint<>'.
Harp." There was no instrument of music in the·
church, but as thos.e honest, earnest and happy
www.LatterDayTruth.org

ELDER R. C. EVANS.
people raised their v10ices and !hearts to· their God
in the words of that hymn, I thought it was the
sweetest singing I had ever heard. I shall never -for~
get while tihe tides of memory ebb and flow t1he
look of thope that seemed to be stamped upon every
face, as those words floated away on the ·evening
.atr:
"Yes, we trust the day is breaking,
Joyful times are near at !hand."
'When t:he last note of the hymn had died away,
:the old man raised his. 'hand toward !heaven and said,
''Let us all try to pray." 'vV e listened to that prayer,
and all who heard it knew t.he aged man had lately
·come over the sea, for his pronunciation was not
the best. But, dear reader, his words flowed from
his hea•rt, and as he •there .poure·d forth his soul unto
his Crea:tor, the tears streaming down his face, I
could not help •but feel the diff·erence between tlh'at
·humble heartfelt prayer, and those whic•h I had been
accustomed to !hear in my mother's chur-ch, where
the prea-cher with a gown on would read prayers out
of a book.
After prayer the old gentleman stated that his
young brother 1had requested 1him to read the first
chapter of Paul's letter to th'e Gal<a'tians. After
reading t'he chapter, the old gentleman (whose name
I learned subs•equently was Elijah Sparks) intro·duced the speaker of 1Jhe hour by saying, "Brother
Johnnie Cornish will now speak 'to you. Come forward, BPother Johnnie. The man referred to arose,
walked into the pulpit, looked over the congregation
and smiled. I thought ''What in the world does th'e
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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fellow mean, to smile like that in the sacred desk,"
for I had been taugJht to 1believe that it was a sin to
laugh or tbe merry on the Lord's day; that religion
consisted in going .to church', reading prayers, singing hymns, 'being solemn on Sunday, and being
prompt in paying pew rent and sustaining the ministerial fund; and now to see a Saint smile was a
breach of ministerial dignity. But then I thought,
"What can I expect from Jack Cornish?" for he it
was that now stood before me. He was about
twenty-one years of a·ge, tall and slim; his .face was
beardless, and 1he looked just like a big boy. Wthen
he began to talk, he acted more like a boy than a
preacher.
His text was taken from ,tJhe r I•th and I2bh verse
of the first chapter of the Epistle of Paul to the
Galatians: "But I cer·tify you, bret1hren, ·that the
gos,pel ·which was preached of me is not after man,
for I neither receiv·ed :it of men, neither was I
taught it, but by ,1Jh'e r-evelation o& Jesus Christ."
T:he preacher lhad not been speaking ten minutes
before he had this hearers spell-bound; "he spake
as one having authority." His voice was not a
pleasant one, but it thrilled my very soul, and I was
convinced that every word h:e spoke came from an
honest heart. Great tears were streaming from his
eyes, and soon I too was sea,rching ,after my handkerchief to wipe the tears tha~ were streaming: down
my cheeks. T felt as:hamed of myself, but I soon
discovered that I was not the only one in tears, for
perhaps two-thi.rds of the audience vvere thus
affected.
I shall not dwell any longer on that sermon. but
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suffice it for me to say it is 'indelibly stamped upon
my memory. Thougll.1 I had no ,t"houglht of ever becoming a Latter Day Saint, yet I thought I would
come again and learn more about God and t!he Bible,
for the sermon, though lasting newrly 'two hours,
seemed shor,t, That nigiht I went from chur~ch, for
the first time in my life interested in 'What a prewcher
had said.
'When I ar:rived home my father •was anxious to
know what I thought ,of 'the sermon, but I gav~e him
little encouragement, for I endeavor~ed and was ~quite
successful for a time in hiding my feelings with
reference 'tO the latter day work. As the weeks
passed ,away, I found myself often in the Saints'
Church. Much as my motih:er loved me, yet slhe begged of me at times not to go 'to hear the Saints
preach, for ''Madam Rumor" 'had informed her tha:t
the Saints were nothing but Salt Lake Mormons,
and uhat it was only a question of time wlhen tih'ey
would all go to }oin 'the main ~church at Salt Lake.
She thought that father and a few others were deceived, but that in the main, tlh:e Saints were deprayed.
1
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CHAPTER III.

Seeking Light.
A1most before I w,as a:ware of it I found myself
withdrawing from my friends and companions of
other days. I was ,beginning to view life in a different way. I !began to thi,rst after knowledge, and
awoke to the fact that thos,e things iJhat I had given
my time and study to were of little re~a:l value to me.
I asked for and obtained "The Voice of Warning."
This little book gave me more lig1ht with reference
to God, his •wor,d, tlhe condition of the religious
world, and my own position before my Creator;
than ~all the books coni,bined that I 1had ever read
before.
The reader may conclude from this statement
tha,t I 'liad not read the Bible. vV ell, I must confess
th'at the Bible was very seldom £ound in my hands,
irt 'fact I had very little respeCt for it. My' reasons·
for disrespecting it were these: I had read "Fox's
Book of Martyrs," "Lives of ~the British Reformers"
and other works s'howing forth t'he cruel wo1'"k perpetrated in the name of Christianity by the Roman
Cath'olic priesthood who laid sole claim to the right
of preaching Ohristianity and interpreting the Bible.
I had read Colbbet's "Protestant Reformation," and
Cobbet's "Legacy to Pa,rsons," and other works
proving many of the Protestant reformers and leading lights, both er:clesias,tiC'al and kingly, with the
Bible in one hand and sword in t\he oth'er, were
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guilty of the murder of hundreds of Roman Catholics.
As a closing sentence regarding ·the Roman
Catholic tribunal of opinion, I submit the following
from Buck's Theological Dictionary," article, Per. secu tions :
"Fifteen million are said to ihave been sacrificed
to the genius of popery in albout forty years.
It
has ·been ·COmputed tfr1at fifty million of Protestants
have at different times be·en the victims of the persecutions of the Papists, and put to death for th:eir
religious. opinions."
Buck quotes from fourteen different authors,
whose names and book 'titles appear at dose of his
articles.
The time came wlhen, in many parts of Europe,
the reformation became popular, and forgetful of
tihe srruggles 'tlhroiugh whiclh they had passed, they
foHowed in the wake of their mother, Rome, and
did the works of darkness like unto those tha,t she
performed, and we are informed by the Catholic
histmian; that the followers of Calvin ·alone burned
over twenty tihousand Roman cihurches and killed
thousands of priests. We are further informed by
the Protestant historian, Cobbett, that it was death
for a Catholic priest to come into England in JJhe
reign of Queen Elizabeth. Death was written on
the lines all along, and thus
TJ1e thumb-scre·w, the rack, stake and faggot,
VI/ere instruments used on each side,
Both Romans and Protestants td slaughter
Till :thousands on ea:ah side had died.
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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I had for companions some who had read "The
Age of Reason," !by Thomas Paine. I had heard
them >talk against the Bible, and quote from this
book in support of rt!heir position. All who have
read the works of Thomas Paine know how proficient he was in the school of misrepresentation;
I had heard father ask preachers questions concerning different passages found in the Bible, to which
the minister would reply, "It is not for you to understand." "That is done away." "This is ndt for us
to enjoy in these days." ''We are n'ot 'to unde<rstand
it in the way it reads," ·etc., etc.
From the a:bove I concluded ·that if those who I
thougiht ought to know what t'he ,teachings of the
Bible were, who were living aocording to God's
teaching in <that book; why, that book was the cause
of all ;the blood-curdling and heart-rending scenes
of the Catholic and Protestant wars. And last, but
not least, if, as the preachers said, "The Bible is a
hook that can not be understood literally, that only
the educated could arrive at the proper meaning,
and that by putting a spiritual inte!"'pretation upon
it," why, I was neither educated or spiritual, 'hence
it was no message to me. Those were some of my
reasons for disrespecting the Bibie.
But when I read the "Voke of Warning," published. by .the Reorganized Church of Jesns Christ
of Latter Day Saints, I dis,covered that t:he Bible
was altogether a different book from what I
thong'ht it was. I learned that all the pmp:hecies
that have been fulfilled, have been literally fulfilled,
and that the prophecies that have not yet met with
fulfillment, will be fulfilled in the due time of God,
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should be presented to the world now just as he
preached it eighteen •centuries ago; tha•t whenever
God had a people Wiho were accepted of him they
ahvays obeyed the same perfect law which was
known as the gospel, or doctrine of Christ, and be-:
lieved in the same. kind of church organization, and
sought for and enjoyed the spiritual blessings promised in the Bible; that God was unchangeable, and
hence if he had a ·church on the earth at the present
time, t!he same law, doctrine, organization and spil:itual blessings which were taug1ht, obeyed, beEeved
in, and enjoyed when Christ and the aposttles were
on earth,1 •could be found and enjoyed in that church.
I learned further .that many centuries ago (ac:
cording to the prophecies of Christ and the apostles
of the Old arid New Testament), an apos•tacy had
taken place in t!he church, •t!hat soon. after the organization of the church the elders and 'others of tlhe
true church lost the Spirit of God and taught false
doctrine and. introduced many evils into ,t1he church·.
Also t'hat in process of time ·tih·e true servants of
God were destroyed and evil men, false teachers,
false apostles entered into •the fold, and everyt'hing
underwent a change until •the time came that they
would not endure sound doctrine; the Spirit of God
was taken from t•he apostate church; churoh and
state joined hands, and evil men and seducers waxed
worse and wmse, till tlhose who claimed the priesthood forbade all others to read the Bible. Truly
this was "a famine for the word of God."
In support of 1ihe above I read the ~confession of
such men as the Rev. Father Hogan and Chiniquy
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{who were bot'h Priests of ,high standing a:t one time
in •the Roman Catholic Church), !:'hat ,tJhe mot!her
church: was in an apostate condition. The horri:ble
crimes ,tJhat !:'hose men say the Cat!holic Ohurch is
now guilty of, will prove she has apostatized from
the pure doctrine :the :Saviour taug"ht.
Placing the confession of th'e <!'hove men with
the statement of Jahn W,esley, as made by him in
his ninety-Jourth sermon in volume two on the
"More Excellent Way," (which sermon I have in
my possession) wherein :he says, speaking of the
fatal period wh'en the Emperor ·Constantine called
himself a Ohristian, (t!he ·early part of the fourth
century), "the Christians had no mor·e of the Sp!nt
t!han the heathen, .
the Christians were
turned heathen again, and thad only a dead form
ldt."
'Iihere was :also presented to me the confession
of the Church of EngLand !:'hat sh'e had no priesthood
authority. From the Book of Homilies appointed
to be read in tthe c1hurohes in the time of Queen
Elizabeth, •page 261, I read this extract: "Laity
and clergy, learned and uniea·rned, all ages, sects
and degrees of men, women and children of wh'ole
christendom (a horrible and most dreadful thing to
think) :have been at once drowned in abominable
idolatry, of all other vices most detested of God,
and damnable to man, and that by the space of eight
hundred years and more."
Having heard the dders preach and then reading
the "Voice of Warning" and other papers with the
above extmcts, and some others which I will not
give in this sketch, I concluded in my own mind nhat
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. the Latter Day Saints were correct in teaching there
had been a ~complete apostasy from primitive
Christianity.

CHAPTER IV.
Taking Issue With the Old Reformers..
Having (as before stated). rea·d Cobbett's history of t.he "Protestant Reformation," I could not
bring myself to 'believe that God would inspi·re
Henry VIII to build up His church, for not only
Cobbett, but some autihentic histories of England
prove him to have been :a cruel murderer of 'Doth'
Catholics and Protestants, a polygamist and a 'brutal prince. I could not heli·eve Martin Luther to
be a member of God's chosen priesthood, because
history shows that he was an Augustine monk, and
'that wlhen the Pope's minister found out 11!ha:t the
'order of which Luther was a member were' secreting
the money they had obtained from· selling iri·duJ:..
gences in place of seriding it to the Pope (Leo X.)
who was at that time building Vhe !Church
of St. Peter's at Rome, he (the Pope's minister)
transferred this lucrative employment from Luther's
order to tlhat of the Dominicans, another order of
monks. Luther resented this ~transfer of i:'he sale
of indulgences from one order to another, and being
naturally of a fiery temper; and provoked by opposition, !he inveighed agains't t:he authority of the
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Pope himself; he also consented to the de'basing
doctrine of polygamy. See Goldsmibh's History of
England, page 44; alSio, Fa.ther Nothen's Church
History, page 415.
I could not belive that the great God of justice,
mer·cy and love, had appointed John Calvin to priesthood aut'hority, for he taught that withering and
infamous doctrine that our Heavenly Father 1ud
foreordained a few to be sav·ed, in order to manifest
his mercy in them, and t'hat all <the rest of the teeming millions of Adam's tposterity were unchangeably
designed to burn in 1the .fires of a never-ending hell,
all for the glory of God. Tthe infant of a day, if
called away, and it did not happen to be one of the
"elect infants," would go to the seething flames,
there to welter neath t'he frown of an angry God,
not because the baby did wrong, but only because
God wanted a littie more glory! "By 11he decree
of God for tihe manifestation of his glory, some men
and angels are pr·edestinated unto everlasting life
and others foreordained to everlasting deat'h. These
angels and men thus predes,tinat.ed and foreordained
are par;ticula·rly and unc:hangea,bly designed; and
.their number .is so certain and ·definite that it cannot
be •eiJ:iher increased or diminished. Those of mankind that are predes•tinated unto life, God before
11he foundation of the world was laid, according to
his immutable purpose an'd the secret counsel and
good pleasure of His will, 1-lath chosen in Christ
unto everlasting' glory, out of His mere free grace
and lov.e without any foresight of faith or good
works or perseverance in either of trhem or any other
thing in .tlhe creature as conditions· or causes moving
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him thereunto, and all to the praise of His glorious
grace. Confess,ion of Faith, Chap. iii., par. 3-5.
''Elect infants dying in infancy are regenerated
and sav·ed." Yes, but what about the "others not
elected?" They "·cannot !be saved," and "to assert
and maintain that they may, is very pernicious and
to be detested."-Conf. of Faith, page 45, 46.
This doctrine of baby damnation made Calvin
.smack lhis lips; hea,r !him, "Reprobate infants are
vipers vf vengeance, which ·God holds over the
flames of ihell until they turn .and spit venom in
·God's. fa:ce."-Calvin's Institut·es, vol. I. I quote
from Calvin because he >was the source of Presbyterian inspiration. "Their doctrines .are Calvinistic."
-Buck's 'Iiheological Dictonary, page 366.
This man, Calvin, is said to !have p·ersecuted with
the most persistent and inveterate hatred all who
·did not agree with his views in every particular.
He t~hrew Bolsec, the physician, Ameaur, the
:senator, and several others into prison, 'Or had them
exiled. James Gruet 1he had several times put i:o
the torture, and finally behea:ded. Tihe unfortunate
Doctor Servetus ~he lburned to death at the stake;
and all this wicked cruelty, because these 'persons
held views different from his own.
Further, I ha·d tried in my weakness to compare
the teaching and organiation of !Jhe churches with
the doctrine and organization of the Church of
Christ, as found in ·the Bible, and found them 1\'\'anting.
Now I do not wish the rea·der to think that I
beiieved 1Jhen or now that there was no good accomplished by the reformers. I did then, and do now
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believe that God used the wrath of men to praise
him, and that the men referred to above weakened
the chain of Catholicism by the opposition they
brought aga.inst her, and I thank God for some of the
work performed by the reformers; and !believe they,.
to some degree, prepared the way for the restoration
of the gosp·el in its purity.
Tlhere was then, and there is now, good men in
the different churches, but th'at does not prov·e that
they hav.e priesthood authority given them of God ..
Now if God conf·erred no priesthood upon them,
t1hen it is apparent tJhat they had no authority TO·
minister in any of gospel ordinances, nor to preach'
any part of the gospel,1 for the inspired Paul informs
us that "no man taketh t:his honor (the priesthood
or the right to minister in gospel ordinances) unto
himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron."'
(Heb. 5: 4). And he says in Romans IO: 15: "And
how sh:all they preach except ·they be sent, as it is
written."
The reader rwill see ·that by bhis time I was con. vinced that the Bible was true. Roman Catholicism
had lost all the autlhority ·that God had conferred
upon ·bhe ancient church, ·tlhat she had become the
lewd woman spok•en of in the Scriptures, and tha:r
all the reformers .who ihad come out from her were
destitute of authority, for if the Romish Church had
auth'ority, the reformers did wrong in leaving her;
on the other thand, if she had lost her authority and
become corrupt, then they who came out of her had
no authority. The Saviour said, "A corrupt tree
(which surely t he Roman church was) can not bring
forth good fruit:"
1

1
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All the priesthood authority the reformers
daimed to have ·they obtained from the Pope of
Rome, \\~ho they claimed .was and is tihe "man of
sin."
Wycliff·e, Cranmer, Latimer, Knox, Calvin, Luther, Ridley, Hooper and others of the Protestant
reformers were all priests of the Romish Churc!1,
.and administered under their Romish ordination
till the hour of tiheir death.
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CHAPTER V.

The Divine Message to Joseph Smith.
When convinced that both the Roman and Protestant churches were acting without divine authority, I naturally inquired of t:he Latter Day Saints for
the proof that God had divinely commissioned them
to preach the gospel, and administer in the ordinanc·es thereof.
Elder John Shippy was preaching there for a few
days, and he informed me .that an angel from God
came down from heaven and conferred the priesthood on Joseph Smith. I had read this in some of
the books or papers that Saints had furnished me·
with, but I confess it was 1hard for me to believe.
I could lbring myself to believe that a heavenly messenger surrounded ·by a li~ht had appeared to Moses
m fhe bush, muc1h easier than that the messenger
did appear to Joseph Smith ·encirded in light in the·
forest. The reader will doubtless say I r\vas traditioned to believe the case of Moses, but prejudic-:d
against the story of Joseph Smith. I confess I w:as:
guilty of the charge.
I was already convinced of the complete apostacy, and therefore was soon converted to the doctrine of the restoration of .t1he gospel, and the·
priesthood of the latter days. Elders Shippy,
Cornish' and others took much trouble in showing
and explaining the •texts of Scripture supporting
these facts.
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I shall not take time to present to the reader ;rhe
arguments used. Suffice it for me to say they
proved to my satisfa.ction that in "the hour of God's
judgment," ''the eleventh ihour of the world" "just
before the harvest time," "when men would be
worshipping dumb idols" (a god that would not or
could not speak); "a little while before Lebanon
shall be turned into a fruitful •field," God would
send "an angel" to earth, and the right and power
of the priesthood would be conferred on men; that
the goS>pel would ·i!hen be preached in its fulnes'3;
that all the spiritual blessings of apostoli·c times
would again •be enjoyed; that the cihurc'h would be
organized upon the original platform, that is, with
"a'{Jostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers,
bishops and deacons;" that the angel would "appear
to a young man;" that this young man would
be "unlearned," that th'is unlearned man would get
a "sealed book" "out of the ground;" tth:at God
would give him power to transla:te it; and that
when translated it would speak familiar words, that
is, that the doctrine taught in this book would sound
familiar because it would be the same as other revelations of God's will, given in the Bi•ble; it would
teacih the same doctrine and churC'h organization as
found in the Bible.
T'hey then explained much that I had read in
their printed works, and showed that the angel did
appear to Josep'l1 Smith; that we were living in cihe
hour Df God's judgments, and from the signs of the
times and fulfillment of prophecy that we are living
in the "latt·er days;" •that the priesthood was by
angelic hands conferred on Joseph Smith; that he
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"was an unlearned young man;" th:at he by the
authority of God organized the chu.rch according
to scriptural pattern; that he taught ev·ery principle
o£ the doctrine of Christ; tlhat as a church the Latter
Day Saints were enjoying the spiritual blessings
promised the true .believers in and followers of
Christ; tlhat the sealed book that was to come out
·Of :the ground ·and Sipeak with a "familiar gpirit"
referred •to by the .prophet Isa·iarh in 1his t•wenty-ninth
·chapter was the Book of Mormon; ·tJhat an angd
from God showed Joseph Smith where the book
was deposited ''in J:lhe ground;" that it was .the history of a people who 'had come from tlhe Eastern
world many centuries ago, :and settled on this continent, how tlhey came, and •that they built large
cities on this land, (the r·emains of many of their
·cities are described as discover·ed in the jungles of
North and South Ame.rica by Catherwood and
Stephens, Captain Del Rio, Baldwin in "Ancient
America," and Priest in "American Antiquities,"
and others who have pulblis'hed large volumes, "all
going to show that this country has been inhabi[ed
by a people who <possessed a knowledge of t!he arts
and sciences, and who were in :possession of a written language). This record being written (says
Joseph ,Smith a:nd others who saw it) upon plates
which had the appearance of gold, eadh plate being
not .far from seven by eight inohes in width and
length, 'being not quite as thick as common tin, filled
on both sides with engravings in Reformed Egyptian characters, bound together in a volume as the
leaves of a book, and fastened at the edge with th'ree
rings running through tihe whole ;" that this book
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contains a record of the fulness of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, as .taught to <the ancient inhabitants
of this land by Christ after his resurrection ; that
after 1Jhe gospel had been preac'hed to them, and the
Church' of Christ established in their midst, they
in process of tii11e, fell into ~great wi~ckedness, God
withdrew :his Spirit and wars and contentions ensued until all the members of the church were destroyed, prior to the deatJh of the last prophet, the
sacred record •being deposited in the earth, where
it remained from A.D. 420 to Selpterri!ber 22nd, 1827,.
at which time it was found by Josepih Smith, he·
being directed by an angel of the Lord to go and
dbta:in it, that .tlhe wicked people who still lived on
tihe land and Who had destroyed th'e people who·
were favored of God (till they rebelled against him)
were "a ·dark and loatlhsome people," 'but were of
the same parentage as those whom they had de-·
strayed, but had been cursed of the Lord with a
dark skin years 'before because of their sins, tihe
American Indians being a remnant of these. They
read to me a number of pages. •in different parts of
the "Book of Mormon" wlhioh convinced me that
the teaching of the book was pur·e, and that none·
could live up to the teaching of tihe book without
being a God-fearing person in every sense of the·
word. I was also informed tihat this book did not
take the place of the Bible, but rather confirmed the·
Bible, "another witness" witlh the Bible, and that
its mission was to prove certain proplhecies to be
true and "to convince Jew and GentHe that J esusc
is the Christ."
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CHAPTER VI.
My Battle With Conscience and, Final Yielding
to Truth.
Permit me to say that for about two months
prior to my fifteenth birthday I had begun to study
and inquire into the subj·ect of religion, and labored
night and day. I had now learned from the Bible,
Voice of vV arning, tracts and papers, together wi.th
the s-craps of history and the sermons heard and
.conversation had with Elders Cornish and Shippy
and my £ather that the gospel was now being
prearched, .that •the Latter Day Saints were the
people of God, that they had the iholy priesthood
among them and that i·t was my duty to olbey the
gospel; that if I did obey ·the gospel God would
bless me with a knowledge of its trutlh iby the Holy
Spirit, which I would receive after my obedience
to the ·first principles of it. I dared not ask God
for an evidence of it till I had rcomplied with the
conditions, for I had read the promise of the
Saviour, "If any man will do his (God's) will he shall
know of t he doctrine, whetrher it be of God, or
whether I speak of myself."-John 7: 17.
Now commenced a ba·ttle. My conscience told
me I should obey God, but that meant the giving
up of much that had hecome part of my very self.
While I was studying I had not trhought of the sac~
rifices I would 'be called upon to make. Indeed,
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when I began to study it was beyond the wildest
fancy of my dreams that I would ever be a member
of a church; but now I saw that I could never be
in ~the world as in the past,-the pleasures of i:!he
world could never fill the a~ohing void in my heart.
My fri·ends tried hard to lure me from the path
that my better judgment told me I should walk in,
and I knew ~that all my father's family would despise me. This caused me pain. My mother had
conversed with me much of late, and I !had persuaded her to go to the tSaints' Church a few times.
It was somewhat amusing to see mother wait until
church had begun and then veil her face and drop
into a seat near the door and then go out when they
were singing, so that few would know she had been
in the Latter Day Saints' Church. At last father
persuaded mother to permit the Saints to have a
prayer-meeting at our home and I promised to attend the same. Friday night came, and with i~t camea large number of Latter Day Saints •to our house ..
Elder John J. Cornish presided over the meeting.
While memory flowers bud and 'bloom I shall ne'er
forget that night. The Saints seemed of one heart
and mind. Each prayer seemed to speak forth the
silent throbbings of the heart, each' .hymn told their
love for God, each tes>timony seemed filled with
knowledge and was given .with burning zeal that
told all present, "We know what we believe."
There was no excite,ment, every one seemed "as
calm as a summer morning.'' I felt I would give
aM I ever had if I could feel as I heard them say
they felt and know what they claimed to know.
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I had told no one. my feelings up to this time;
.but I could stand it no longer; I felt thou·gh brothers, sister, mother and friends were all to despise me I must ris,e to my feet and tell those people I felt they had the truth and 'that I desired to
be baptized. So I arose to my fee.t and requested
ba:.ptism. All were surprised and I think glad, but
judge the surprise mingled with the joy that filled
the hearts of all present, especially my father, when
upon my being seated my mother aros·e and asked
to ·be bap·tized. It was arranged that Elder John
]. Cornish baptize us on the following Sunday after
noon a.t one o'clock. The meeting adjourned and
:all retired to ttheir homes.
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CHAPTER VII.

My Baptism and Confirmation.
Sunday, November 5th, 1876, was a bright but
cold day. Very little snow was on the ground_
Father, mother and I went to morning meeting aft:::r
which we, in company witth about two hundred
others, immediately repa,ired to tlhe home of William Lively where mother and I prepared for baptism. From there we went to the Thames river
and in that river, right under the Port Stanley
bridge, Elder ]Oihn J. Cornish, immersed us.
I
believed then as I do now, that tihe Christian mode
of ba~ptism was immersion, and that "water baptism
is for the remissi,@n of sins."
I felt the solemnity of 'the occasion resting upon,
me, and felt that our I:Ieavenly Father had now
pardoned all my sins. JVIy brother-in-law oame to~
see us ba,ptized, but was ashamed to let people see
him in company with the Latter Day Saints, so he
went on the other side of the river, hid himself
under some 'busihes, and wi,tnessed the baptism.
ln tihe afternoon of the same day 1at a prayer
meeting in the churoh we were con1firmed under the
hands of Elders Joseph' Luff, and John J. Cornish.
I was now a Latter Day Saint. I felt that as·
my name was wriHen in .the record of the dhurch,
that it was also written in the Lamb's Book of
life, that I had 'been translated from the kingdom
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of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son,
that I was now an heir of God and a joint heir with
Jesus Christ.
0, how my views had changed! In my dark
ignorance in 'the ~past I 1had heen taught to look
upon God as being a somet1hing that had no body( Church of England Prayer Book, article I; Cath'olic Cathecism, by Rev. P. Collot; Metrhodist Discipline, article 1.)-a something whom no person
had ev·er seen and no one ever would see, but as
the days glided 'by I read ihow Adam saw God and
conversed wi,th him in the Garden of Eden; tthat
"Enoch walked with God," and Abraham walked
before the Almighty God and prepared a feast of
cakes, butter and milk, and :a part of a ·calf, tender
and good, and that the Lord and two angels ate of
the food w!hile Abraham stood by .them under the
tree, and when the dinner was over God and Abraham walked together. vVhen :they ,finished their
conversation the scriptural statement is, "And the
Lord went his way, as he had left communing with
Abraham, and Abra1ham1 returned unto ihis place."
Again: "And he left off talking with him, and
God went up from Abmham." Gen. 18 c.
I read how Ja·cob declared, ''He had seen God
face to face." A·ncl in case Jacob would think it
was not God, but t1hat it was an angel "God appeared unto thim :again, and God said unto him,
Trhy name is Jacob. Thy name shall not be called
any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy na,me. . . .
And God said unto him, I am God Almighty. . . .
And God went_ up from him in the place where he
talked with hvm." Gen. 35 c.
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I ,tJhen read the scriptural account of "Moses and
Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the
Elders of Israel" who "saw the God of Israel and
there was under his feet as it were a paved work
.of a sapphire stone.
they saw God and did
eat and drink." AHer that Moses was permitted
to see God at different, times as the Bible says, "and
the Lord spake unto Moses face to bee, as a man
.speaket!h unto his friend." Ex., 9 c.
I also read in many parts of tihe Old Testament
that many other men were permitted to see God,
.and when I looked into the New Testament I Pead
tha:t Jesus Christ (whom history describes as being
a person with "light lblue eyes and fair curly hair,
and that the was about six feet in height), was "the
·express image of his (God's) person," and that he
was "in the form of God." I also read both in the
Old and New Testament that "man was made in the
image" "and after the similitude of God," and thank
Heaven I not only read tihart God had a body, and
t'hat men had seen him; both in Old and New Testament times, but th"at lby a perfect obedi·ence to the
gospel, I could be made pure, and I read that the
"pure in heart sha11 see God," and that when the
storms of this life !have ended He will come to earth
and they (the pure in heart) shall see God, and that
when the storms of tthis life have ended, He will
come to earth and they (the pure in heart) shall
be his people, and God himself shall he with rfihem
and be their God 1 and God shall wipe away ali tears
from rtheir eyes, and there slhall be no more death,
·neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain, for the forrmer things are passed
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30

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF

away. ''He that hath tlhis hope purifietlh himself.'~
'fhank God for such a hope !
It is true :that I knew but very little of God,.
but the little I had learned when a child in Sundaysdhool and from the few seTmons I heard, and revival ·meetings I had attended, I thought God was
a cruel Creator who had created the human family,.
and that because :Adam ate of the f01,bidden fruit,
God was going to thrust acll of Adam's posterity
into a burning lake of fire and brimstone, theTe to
welter in tihe seething flames of an eternal helL
But that there was a ohild :born of a virgin, whose
name was Jesus Christ, and God made an agreement
wit'h this :child, when he was grown to be a man~
that if he would die on the cross, all vviho would
believe on him would be permitted to live in heaven
with them, but that all other people who would not
believe that Jesus was God's Son, must go .to the
fires of hell, i:Jher·e to :burn for ever and ever.
I had tihen read from a book called "The Confession· of Faitih, the Larger and Shorter Catechisms,'' these words: "By the decree of God for the
manifestation of his glory some men and angels are·
predestinated unto everlasting life, and others foreordained to everlasting death. The angels and men,
thus predestinated and foreordained are particularly
and unchangeably designed, and their number is
so certain and definite that it can not be increaseJ
or diminished."
These, with other things I had heard, made me
think God was unjust and cruel. I confess I was
in one sense afraiG of God, but I could not love
hi,m. I tihoug11't if I had been born 1n order to be·
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:Sent to ·hell "by the decree of God for the manifestation of his glory" for something· I could not do or
could not help doing, I felt justified ·in saying, "I
would pound upon the sooty doors of my infernal
_prison and make the 'blackened and gloomy caverns
of hell re-echo with my shrieks of, Unjust! unjust n
I could not say this was not so, but I could say
if it was true t'hat God made some for heaven and
all the rest for :hell, that he did not do justice; and
therefore I could not love :him. I could not love a
man if he were to take his helpless child and put ihim
on a red-!hot stove for one minute to ·hear i.t scream
and see it burn. I would look upon him as a wretch
who was not wort'hy the name of· man. How then
could I be expected to love a God who would take
teeming millions o] weak and helpless creatures who
were unable to resist hi.s awful decrees and cast
them into a fire which Spurgeon says "will burn
forever," and that "it is fire exactly like that W'hich
we have on earth;" and Prof. Fin~ey says "is so
hot that if the damned were taken out and put into
a caldron of reel-hot potash they would freeze to·
death instantly?"
But when I heard N1e Latter Day Saints preach,
w•hen I read tihe Bible and the books of our church,
I found that such tewchings as aibove referred to
were false, that it was nothing but blasphemy, that
God is a loving Father who is "too good to be un'kind."
I learned that our Savior came and paid •the debt
of original sinJ so that no man will be sent to hell
becaus·e Adam did wrong, but that man will be
judged and rewarded according ·to his works;
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"that men will be punished for their own sins and
not for Adam's transgression"; that through the
atonement of Christ all men may be saved by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel.
Oh, how different tlhis doctrine from that which
presented God as an unmerciful, spi•teful tyrant t
ln place of viewing him as the eternal foe of the
erring and blind, I read that he was and is ever
blessing his childr-en, both the evil and the good,
and that his dear Son was ·called the "friend of
sinners ;" not •that he passed by their sins as a thing
of naught, but he loved and pitied and wept over
erring 'humanity, for he knew that they would, (if
they did not repent and seek forgiveness) be called
to render an account for every sinful word and deecl.
and be punished according to t!he degree of crime
they had committed. 1'h'e Scriptures taught me
t•hat thougoh God would punish man fqr every sin,
yet it would not be because God hated the sinner,
hut on the contrary because he loved him; and that
when the wicked had paid the ''uttermost farthing,"
or had paid the penahy for their sin, that they would
then receive a reward for ·tlhe good they had performed in life. There has no man lived upon the
earth who has not performed some kind act; and
the Savior said tihat ev·en the giver of a cup of cold
water in •the nallTie of a disdple s'hall in no wise lose
his reward; and U1e certainly taught that there
would :be an end to the punishment of the wicked
when he said through 11is servant Paul, 't:hat by his
atonement every man shall be made alive and be
rewarded according to the deeds done in the body;
and each sU1ould receive a glory in hi11 own order.
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The apostle has said that God has sworn by himseif that ·every knee shall bow and every tongue
confess that Jesus is the Ohrist, to the Glory of
God the Father. The Savior, while in :his ministry
her·e on earth, said, "All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men but tihe blasphemy against ,t:Jhe Holy Ghost. Whosoever speaketh against .the Holy Ghost it shall not be forgiven
him, neither in this wonlcl, neither in the world to
come." Matt. 12 c.
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CHAPTER VIII.
Christ Shall Destroy the Works of Satan.
The reader will discover by reading God's word
tlhat by the atonement of Christ "all men" were to
be drawn unto :hitm." Now from the abo;ve quota,..
tion and other revelations of the Savior we learn
tihat they who commi:t the sin of blasphemy against
the Holy Ghost are tihey who once were members
of the Ohm•ch of God, and had been drawn unto
Christ, knew his power and were made partakers
thereof, and :after all :this suffered themselves
tihrough the power of the devil to be overcome, and
to deny1 the truth and defy the power of God. They
denied the Holy Ghost after having received it, and
wilfully turned from t!he Lord to follow Satan, and
having yielded to his power became, :by their own
choice, tihe servants of Satan, and so became the
sons of perdition. It is said they "shall not be
forgiven in :this world. neither in the world
to ·come." They are "the only ones who shall not
be redeemed ·in the clue time of the Lord."
Now, if they are never again brought into favor
witih God, it will not be because "Christ did not elL:
for tJhem," nor desired to save them; :but it will be
because they crncified Christ afresh and trampler!
under their feet the :blood of the covenant, looking
on it as a thing of naught.
But I am of the opinion that, thougih they be
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not forgiven "in tlhis world or the world to come,"
that sometime in the worlds without end over which
our Heavenly Father will preside, they may be forgiven; and if not forgiven they may, when they
have "paid the very last mite," depart out of their
pla.:e of punis1hme1!t, and though they shall not b~
a~le to enter into the celestial kingdo1111, "the Ma;;ter
having shut to the door," and though they may
fee 1 >the pangs of an accusing conscience in tha::
they were once "children of the kingdom," but because of sin were "tthrust out," nevertheless they,
are saved from eternal death.
PPrmit me to sho'w by an illustration what I
mean by ~the above. My brother and I contract
debts wi,th Thomas Jones. vVe both gave notes TO
Mr. Jones. When these notes are due, my brother
tells Mr Jones that h"e ~cannot pay the debt, and
Mr. Jones says: ''I forgive you the debt; here is
your note." But I, on the ~contrary, never go to see
Mr. Jones, and when the due t·ime arrives for me
to redeem my note, Mr. Jones informs me that I
must pay or go to prison and work it out. Now I
go to prison, "I pay ~the very last mite," h'e has not
forgiven me, but I have the right to my note and
freedom; hence, though not forgiven, I coine out
of prison, though not r·edeemed, in tihe "due time,"
that is, in the fit, proper, seasonable, right time of
th'e Lord; yet after the due, time. or time appointed,
I may be redeemed.
I read this promise: that "God would have a
desire to the works of his hands." Tihen all will
eventually be rescued from the pow·er of sin and
death, and be ~brought back to God. For all tihe
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works of the devil are yet to be destroyed, and!
Christ shall be the Savior of all men, especially of
those !!hat believe. For ,even ,t,hose who, have sinnc:cl
much shall be forgiven. Hear the word of the Lori:
"For I will not contend forever, neither will I be
always wroth, for 'the Spirit should fail before me,
.and the souls which I have made." IsaiaJh, 57 c.
Thus I learned to look upon Our Father as one
'Who punished man, "not as our earthly fathers, after
their own pleasure, but for their profit, that they
mi151ht be made partakers of His holiness." Though
the punishment be severe and the chast:ening hand
of God may fall heavily, "nevertheless, afterward,
it will yield the peaceable fruit of righteousness
unto them that are exercised there'by." Heb. 12 c.
Thank heaven! the fire of God's punishment is
applied to the sinner, not because God hates the
sinner, but to burn out t!he dross, and thus refine
the gold, thus profiting the sinner by the punishment, in that he is made 'pure, and fitted for duty
in some of the worlds, which are without end.
0, how different this view to that inhuman, unjustifiable, horrible and unscriptural conception of
Divinity as presented by those who believe and
teach that few are to be saved, while all others are
to be sent to 1hell to became material for eternal
flames, in order that God might get a little glory.
As the winter montlhs went by, I studi,ed the
paralbles of Christ, as opportunity presente,d. Christ
says the kingdom of God "Is like leaven which a
woman took and hid in three measures of meal, till
the whole was leavened." From this I understand
(I) the "Ieave_n" to be the doctrine, or gospel of
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Christ; (2) the "woman" the chur;ch of Christ;
(3) t!he ''three measures of meal," ''every creature
which is in •heaven, and on •earth, and under rhe
earth," "till the whole was leavened," •that is, tiU
the inhabitants of heaven, who we are told are
governed by law and "keep the sayings of this
book," the word of God, and t•hey of earth·, and
those who are under •the earth, in the pit or prison,
will all hear, believe and worship God anording to
the gospel of Christ.'
From the parable of "the lost sheep," as recorded by St. Luke, I understood that. as the man
would go aHer the lost sheep, no obstacle would
hinder him in his search. Up the hills, over the
vaUeys, through the storm he goes, not turning back
wrhen he discovers the lost sheep a.far off, straying
away from him, but pressing on until he finds it,
when he brings it home to the fold again, and calleth
his friends and neighbors, saying: "Rcejoice with
me, for I have found my sheep whic1h was lost."
From t•his I learned that Christ, "the good shepherd," "must reign until he hath put all his enemies
under his feet, and the last enemy that sh'all be destroyed is death." Death means separation; hence
he will work until the last lost s~heep, or soul, is
brought home to God. And I learned the same from
the parable of the lost piec·e of silver. The woman
will seek diligently till she find it. Thus the light
and power of the gospel will s~hine, even to the
dark caverns of the prison until the last soul that
has been blinded by the power of Satan will be
rescued, to glorify God, and prove that Jesus Christ
is Lord of all, and the "Savour of all 'men."
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The parable of the "prodigal son" conveyed to
me the idea that notwit•hstanding God's covenant
children wander .far out into the world of sin, that
sometime they will return to their Father's house.
Thus the lost will be found, the dead brought to
life, and tihe whole family of mankind he restored
to holiness, "but every man in his own order."
I Cor. rs c.
It may be thought by some that the a:bove view
contradicts the vision of the Palmyra Seer. I am
sorry if they should, as I ·believe the vision referred
to to, be from God; and if my view is not ac-cording
to it all I <have to say is, I am wrong; but I think
the above is ·in strict hanmony with· the vision.
Speaking with referenee to the "sons of perdition,"
and the punishment to •be inflicted upon them, the
words ''forever," "everlasting," "endless," "eternal"
and "perpetual" are used. True; •but, dear reader,
the BilbJ.e writers used all these words, and yet we
find that bhe very covenants, punishment and ordinances declared by God to be endless, eternal and
ever!ast·ing came to an end. In verification of this
assertion I submit the following: "Fo,rever,"-Ex.
I2:I4-I7; IJ:IO; 2I:6; 29:9; J0:8;Lev.J:I7;
Io: 9; 24; Num. ro: 8; r8: 8; 19: r-IO; Ps. 21 :4;
23: 6. "Eternal,"-Jude 7, wit•h Ezek. r6th chapter~
Amos I: II.
Much more could be offered in support of the
fact •that the words, "forever," everlasting," "endless" and "perpetual" do not at all times refer to
duration, but that often when used in the revela•tions
of God refer to tihe quality. In a word, everlasting,
eternal and endless punishment is God's punishment~
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for the revelations declare, "eternal and endless is
my name." "Eternal punishment is God's punishment, endless punis<hment is God's punishment;"
"nevertheless it is not written that there shall be no
end to this torment, :but it is written endless torment.
For behold, I am endless."-P. roo,
D.C.
From t>he above revelation l understand the
meaning of the woTds "endless" and ''et·ernal," when
used concerning the punishment of the sons of perclition in t<he vision, section 76, Doctrine and Cov-enants, and the words in the vision which saith,
"The end thereof, neither the place thereof nor their
tonment, no man knows, neither was it revealed,
neither is, neit>her will be revealed unto man, except
to them who are made .partakers thereof; neverthe-less, I, the:; Lord, show it by vision unto many, but
straightway shut it up again; wherefore the end,
the width, the height, the depth and the misery
thereoJ they understand not, neither any man except they who are ordained unto this condemnation." This, to my mind, shows dearly that there
is an end to their suffering, but God has only re-vealed the end thereof to a few by vision. No others
are to know but those few and they who suffer the
punishment.
'liT ebster defines the word eternal t>hus: a.
''without !beginning or end, perpetual, everlasting,
.n, an appellation of God." Hence I understanrl
Webster to agree with both the Bible and the
Doctrine and Covenants, in t:hat he defines the word
eternal to mean just what tihe above books declare
.it to mean.
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If any apply the first definition given by Webster when used in connection with future punishnH:nt, they must also believe that those who are
to suffer have always been suffering, for the word
when so applied means without beginning or end,
and who cannot see that this position involves an
absurdity?
God is our Father, and to my mind it is contrary
to parental love to punish eternally (in one sense
of the word) one of the children of the world. If
this punishment would never ciease, what are we
to understand by the word whi·ch saitih, "The mercy
of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting?"
Are we to understand that God will punish the
erring ones of his creation from a spiteful motive?
No l no! a thousand times no! Rather Iet us believe that His punishment will burn out the dross,
purify the gold, and eventually cleanse "all the
souls which he hath made" to acknowledge his
goodness and mercy forever. "God is Love." I
cannot understand a love that is not strong enough
for all pardon. As good is stronger than evil, right
mightier than wrong, so God is g!'eater than Satan,
and will sometime in worlds to come overcome all
that is evil and reign over all his creation, as "God
over all."
Dear reader, I hav·e endeavored to give you the
result of my early tea·chings and studies as a Latter
Day Saint, and the more I have heard for and
against ·the t-houghts herein presented, the more
convinced I am that the position taken by me years
ago is correct. If you think I have been too lengthy,
all the apology I have to mak·e is, I love my Father·
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m heaven and my elder brother Jesus too well to
permit men to scandalize them to the world as being
unkind, unjust, unmerciful and spiteful without my
entering a protest. No true man would be silent
if he theard his earthly father misrepresented. I
love God more because ihe is more loving, just and
merciful than earthly parents, hence I have written
the above without one compunctious throb, praying
that this my puny effort may serve to point the
reader to the God of L'ove and 1Jhe Savior who was
,Jifted up from tihe earth so that all men would be
drawn unto him.
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CHAPTER IX.
· Personal Experience as a Latter Day Saint.
I will now proceed to give the read·er an a•ccount
of some of the leading facts connected with my personal experience as a Latter Day Saint.
Just one ·week after mother and I were 'baptized
several others were also baptized. At the cop.:firmation of them, Elder John Shippy spoke in to~gues
to two persons, one of whom was my mother. In
the interpretation of the tongue my mother was
informed that two who were near and dear to her
by >the ties of nature, would 'be baptiz·ed before the
rising of the sun. I confess that my <parents' faith,
as well as my own, was sorely tried a·t this time,
for Elder Shippy had never s·een one of our family
save father, mother and myself; and not one of
our relatives would enter a Latter Day Saints'
meeting, nor would they permit us ·to speak to them
concerning our :faith. It was now I r.30, p.m., and
yet the revelation said before the rising of another
sun (before morning) two who were near and dear
to my mother would be baptized. The meeting
closed. Some doubted, a number Pepaired to their
lhomes feeling sad, while a few remained to see if
any one came to be •baptized. At last all were about
to leave. I never shall forget the look that poor
brother Shippy had on his face. \Vhen just as the
last of us were about to !eave, he said, "L·et us pray."
If ever I saw a ·Mount ·Carmel and an Elijah, it was
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on that occasion. As this modern Elijah raised :his
hands to heaven, he prayed that God would at this
time prove that "I am thy servant, and that I have
but s~poken thy words." He ·Cased praying, !his face
was white, his voice calm and sweet, and turning
to mother ·he said, "Fear not; only believe; fol1 this
hour thine eyes shall behold thine offspring in the
waters of baptism."
Immediately •there were voices heard out on the
street, and soon my brother William entered ch'e
house with a par,cel under his arm.
My mother saw him and cried, "0, Willie, ~s
it you?"
He replied, "No, mother not this ltime."
After him came my sister, Lizzie, and her husband, William Pugsley. 1ihe last two named prepared for the water, and thus, as the Lord had
said, before the rising of the sun two of mother's
dear ones were baptized.
This William Pugsley was the same brother-inlaw of mine uhat only one week !before had hid in
t<he bushes to witness the baptislll1 of mother and I,
he being ashamed Ito be seen with the Saints.
Doubtless the reader will wish to know what had
wrought the change. I will tell you as I heard my
sister relate i.t, as she now sits by me. "When
William passed the Sainlts' Church that night, he
had no thought of ever becoming a Saint. He went
to th'e Methodist Church, remained uo the praye'r
meeting after chur.ch, was pray·ed for, and went
forward to the 'mourner's bench.' He then made
up .his mind that he would reform, and become a
Christian.
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"After we returned rhome, we knelt in prayer
together for the first time in our home. Influences
were brought to bear upon us while in the room
that I need not here relate; and we there decided
to seek an elder and 1be baptized inlto the Latter Day
Saints' Church, for we were now convinced this
was the way of the Lord. We felt delay was dangerous, so, thougth near midnight, we prepared for
baptism. We went to Bro. ]. J. Cornish's house,
and were informed he was down at the riv,er baptizing. The rest you know."
Some time after} I ,have forg;otten th'e date, my
brother William was smitten with a deadly fever.
All that money ~could purchase, and ihuman skill and
kind hearts could do for him was done, but he continued to grow weaker. At last he consented to
have the elders administer 'to hi1n1, as the law of
God directs. Tihey came-Elders John Shippy, J.
J. Cornish and G. Mottashed. They annointed him
with oil, and prayed over him, (see James 5 : 14, I 5),
laying their hands upon him as the Savior said (see
Mark 16: 16-19). He yvas Messed according to
the promise, and the following day arose from his
bed, and was soon arbout his work. He soon decided
to be baptized, but his wife opposed it, and so he
concluded to wait. A short time after this his wife
was eating, when somet!hing lodged in her throat.
Aid was summoned, but every effort to relieve her
failed. Her throat swelled and became inflamed
and she began to think death was near. Then slie
began to call upon God for mercy, prom1smg to
obey him, if h~ vv,;ould spare her life. She was rewww.LatterDayTruth.org
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she were bcuptized.
Soon after I joined the ·church Bro. A. Dempsey
procured for me a situation in the wholesale confectionery establishment of Perrin & Kennleyside.
HePe I worked for some time, and t<hen went to
work in a dry goods store, where I formed the a<cquaintance of some who led me from the straigtht
path I had chosep to walk in.
There h<ad been some trouble in our branch,
which made known to me that men whom I thougtht
were head and should,ers albove a mean action, be·
came jealous of each other, and for a time the Lon~
don branch seemed .as if it would all go to naught.
I grew careless, became with many more discouraged, listened, was tempted and fell. Again my
voice was iheard in the theater, and my fe·et upon
the ball-room floor.
I tried hard <to forget the past, but could not.
often I would smile upon the stage when my miserable heart gave the lie to my smiling face. I tried
to hide behind iJhe flimsy excuse that I was as good
as those that professed more t:han I did; but each
night as I retired I felt I was a coward. Brother
R. May and others c:ame to talk to me, and once an
officer of the branch told me if I did not quit going
to dances, and singing and acting on the stage, that
they would have me cut off hom the church.
"All right," said I, "go ahead."
But they had mercy ·on me when I cared not for
myself, and no court of elders was called.
After awhile I left the store and procured a situation in the firm of A. Kennleyside, confectioners.
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I worked there one year wihen I took charge of the
lozenge department, and received first prize at the
provincial ex!hibition for my. work. This encouraged me mu<ch.
One night I went to a grand ball, took as my
partner a celebrated actress, and after carrying off
the dirst prize for waltzing, I felt happy and had, I
thought, for once got rid of the awful warning o·f a
faith£ul conscience. But all of a sudden, while engaged in a drde dance, I h"eard a voice and felt a
hand upon my shoulder. I felt tJhis was an angel
from God. I tried to listen, and a feeling of wretchedness came over me. I stopped dancing, excused
mysdf, went out of the !ball-room, entered a belroom and was alone with God. Oh! the experience
of that night shall never be forgotten as long as the
flowers of memory bud and bloom. I was surrounded by many friends, every pleasure ·the vain world
could give me •was mine, yet alone in that room I
was miserable and sad. I felt that all these things
were empty and vain ; and ther·e, on my knees, in
the dark, I asked God to pity and pardon a wretched,
wandering ·boy. God there proved to me that ne
had not forsaken me, and I was encouraged to cry
')nce· more to fill my place in the church of God.
I returned home, and when mother met me next
morning in the br·eak£ast room, she saw >there was
a change, and spoke of it, when I told her what had
transpired. Then, if never before, I saw how much
mother loved the churoh of God and 'her boy who
had wandered from it.
Kind influences were brought to bear upon me,
both in our home and at the ·church. I started to
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go to Sunday School and to attend a young men's
prayer meeting. In process of time I taught a. class
in the school, and .finally was elected president of
the young people's prayer meeting. Much good
was accomplished in those meetings, and some· of
the seed sown has horne fruit. From them h~ve
gone forth those who have grown to be plants of
renown in the garden of the Lord.
I wish to relate another fact which proves that
God is unchangeable, and that the son of Mary was
not an impostor, but that God has, and does confirm t!he true believer and follower of Christ, and
that those who dbey the gospel in these latter days
may become the recipients of the blessings promised
by the Savior in the sixteenth chapt·er of Mark, and
elsewhere. My niece (t'11e eldest ,child of brother
and sister Pugsley of whom I h'ave spoken before),
when a child of three years of age met with a ,painful accident,. which would have resulted in her death
had not our Father in heaven glorified himself· in
showing his power. It happened this way: ·My
sister (Sr. Pugsley) purchased a poisonous liquid
from a drug sto,re, that she might take iron rust out
of some dothing. She emptied the contents of th'e
bottle into a cup, and while she went to the next
room to build a fire, she •placed the •cup on the tahle,
leaving the child alone in the room. She returned
to the room and was horrified to see the child drink"
ing from the cup. S he screamed and the child
dropped the cup, but not until it had drunk a qu:antity of the poison. She called for my mot<her who
was in the front part of the house, and people hearing her scream, ran in, and soon there were some
1
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twenty persons in tJhe house. The poor child's suffering was aw&ul. She struggled till the blood
rushed out of her ,eyes, ears, nose and mouth; her
muscles all contracted, and her body turned a .dark
blue color. For a few moments all stood bewildered,
till my sister called for the consecrated oil. ~~e
tried to pour some oil in her mouth, but £ound her
teeth were locked fast. T!hey broug;ht her a table
knife to pry the child's tee•th apart, but in vain. At
last she poured ·the oil on the baby's head, and
prayed. These are the words she said: "0 God I
have obeyed 'tihy .gospel, and t!hy Son, our Savior
hath said, 'These signs shall follow them that believe, and if they drink any deadly thing it shall not
hurt them.' Heal t!his my child, and thus prove to
these people that ~thou hast restored thy gospel to
earth again, .and that I have accepted of thee.
Amen.''
As she opened her eyes she placed the child upon
the floor; and 'in a few minutes she washed the
blood off its fac·e and hands, changed its clothes,
and the child was seemingly as well as if nothing
thad transpired. My mother and sister and a number of otihers who wer,e presen-t and saw the miracle
are still living, I8go, and are all wi!Hng to testify
to t:he truthfulness of this statement. It may be
well to state that my sister and 'her huslband took
the bottle which had contained the poison up to the
druggist from whom it had been purchased, and he
stated that one teaspoonful of the poison was
enou~h to kill a man.
I could occupy much Sipa,ce were I to state to
you all the miracles which I saw performed in t!ho3e
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early days of my life as .a Saint, hut I will forbear,
that I may the sooner reach the end of my srtory.
After working for the ,firm of A. Kennleyside and
company for one year and nine months, they failed
in business. I was now out of employment, but obtained a good recommendation from the firm, and
made up my mind to go to the States; but Mr.
Perrin, for whom I ihad first worked at the confectionery business, hearing that I was out of em·ployment, drove up to our h:ouse and offered me a
good situation. I accepted his tenms and went to
work at once, continuing in his employ till I left
to go out into the ministerial field.
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CHAPTER X.
A Happy Marriage.
And now I come to one of the greatest events
of my lif.e. Soon after my return to the ohurch and
school, in the winter of 1879, there came to our
Sunday School a young Miss of sixteen summers.
'Lizzie Thomas was her name. She was born and
educated in the city of London, but she knew little
of the life that sunbunded her. At t he time of
which I write she thad never attended a ball-room,
dancing party, or a theater. Her books and her
home were her chief enjoyments. A light, graceful
fonm rarely seen save as reproduced from the imagination of a painter. Her hair fell in light silver
curls down her neck and shoulders, and her eyes
were of a soft !blue; her voice was soft and musical,
expressing individuality seldom seen in one so
young. Miss Thomas was wondrously gifted by
nature, not only in mind :and ~person, but in heart.
She was as little like the fashionable young ladies
I had met in 'Dhe ball-room or the opera as it was
well possible to be, partly because sJ-Je had hitherto
been secluded from the great world, party from the
care bestowed upon her training. Her father died
w,hile she was a small child, but iher mother was.
still living and a firm believer in the fullness of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.
From the first time I met this young lady I desired in my iheart to become asquainted wi,th her 7
1
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for I thought to be privileged to be in t•he society
of one so noble, could not heip but be a blessing.
I presume she thought •to be in the society of the
pure and good was the lbest place for her. Months
passed before we spoke to ea·ch o~her, but at last an
·Opportunity presented i•tself, and I embraced it.
- The church' was crowded one Sunday night and
the doors were thrown wide open. It was dark and
raining •hard, and as she came out of the door, her
foot slipped, and she fell forw:ard. In less time than
it takes to tell 1:!he story I was on the spot; ancl
before she had reached the ground I caught her and
saved her from the fall. She ,Jooked up; recognized
me, :tr•d thanked me for the timely assistance rend. ·erect
I managed to struggle out the words, "Don't
mention it!" and releasing her, passed on into the
darkness.
Aher that night we acknowledged each other's
pres·ence when we met, and let me add, those meetings were none too frequent for the writer.
The months passed away as :a dream. As I
thought of the silver .curls, ·tihe gentle voice, .the
plain grey dress, the unassuming ·charaJCter of this
girl, I seemed to wish to be in her presence all the
time. Those soft blue eyes spoke a language I had
never heard 1before, and I learned fast the sweet
lesson which comes to all true ·hearts some time in
life. The bud of pure love soon blossomed in the
garden of my affection, and life was a joyous dream
-the dream which, if rudely broken, changes our
beautiful world into a desert waste; if realized,
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makes •this earth an Eden of delight. Mine was.
realized.
On the 9th day of June, 1881, we were married.
·Elder 'vV. H. Kelley, now of Kirtland, Ohio, and
Rev. Mr. Copeland, of this city, were t!he officiating.
ministers. Vve were married in <the Saints' Church
in this city, London, Ont. Hundreds of people came
to witness the ceremony, a large majority of whom
could not gain admittance to the chllf'ch. Over
eight years have •passed away since that night, <but
though our sacrifi·ces have been many, our trials not
a few, yet the sunshine of peace has ever beamed
upon our little home. The rose :of love still blooms.
May it never wither neath the blast of an unkind
word. Lizzie has yet to speak her first harsh word
to me, and I have ·tried to be worthy of her; but
I still think I have the lbest of the bargain.
When we were married Uzzie taught a class, and
I was ·the superintendent o~ the •Sunday-school'. We
both remained with .the school for years, and now
when it is so we can attend we do so; for we consicler tha:t ·they have a responsi1ble position who·
teach the youth to ''Remember their Creator." May
God ever bless the Sunday-school, for it is· the nursery of the church.
I wish ·to relate my experience with' tobacco.
I used this filthy weed f.or years. My brothers and'
sisters of the church had often talked to me about
using it, and at times I felt it would be better for
me were I to abstain from it, ·but it seemed to be
hard to say no.
On a bright summer afternoon in r88r I was
walking down ·the street with my coat open and my
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fingers in the armholes of my vest. In my white
vest pocket could ·be seen three fine cigars, and in
my mouth was another. I walked along, my face
toward the sidewalk. I was t!hinking of my duty
toward God, and as I chanced to raise my eyes the
sight that met my gaze is still fresh on Vhe pages
of my memory. A small boy, perhaps eight years
old, was coming towards me with a cigar in his
rhouth. I felt disgusted, but a second look revealed
to me that tlhis iboy was a member of my Sundayschool. In a moment, I •thought, "I ·will wait till he
comes near me and ·then I will give him a good
talking to." But quick as lightning my better self
seemed to say, "Richard, how old must t1hat boy
be ~)efore he will have <Vhe ri·ght ·to do wrong?" I
answered, "Age gives no one the right to sin." I
was whipped, for conscience seemed to whisper,
"If you tell this boy that it is wrong to use toba,cco,
what will you say if he tells you that he has learned
to use tobacco from his Sunday-school superintendent, who now stands ·before him with one cigar in
his mouth and three in his vest pocket?" Wlhile
this was whirling through my mnid the little fellow
saw me, I presume, turned his face and passed on,
thinking perhaps tiha.t I lhad not noticed him. I was
glad he had passed me by. The work was accomplished. I felt it to he my duty to warn the school
against the evil of tO:bacco. I ·could not as long as
I indulged in it myself, and it troubled me. When
I was alone in my room I bowed in silent prayer,
asking the Lord to help me to orvercome t1his evil.
I arose, determined by the help of him who stilled
the waters of Galilee, to lay aside tobacco. I had
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a number of cigars, a large plug of tobacco with
only two pipefuls taken from it, a costly cigar and
cigarette holder, and a v·ery fine pipe that had been
presented to me. These were all collected, placed
in a box and laid away, and with a heart full of
gra·titucle to my Heavenly Father I can now say
·eight years have passed away, and never from that
hour till the present have I used toibacco in any
form, and I trust I shall never fall a victim to that
physical, mental and spiritual destroyer again. I
can not say that even now I hate i·t, thou~h I know
how hurtful it is, for at times I love to inhale the
fumes of a cigar as I pass one who may be smoking;
but this, like the tball-room, is displeasing to God,
.and I keep from them all because I .0sb (like ::me
.
of other clays) "to be about my Father's busmess,"
;and do those things that please Him.

"
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CHAPTER XI.
My Ordination.
October, r88r, Elder John H. Lake, of the·
Quorum of the Twelve, rcame to preside over the·
"Canada Mission." When I learned that he was
about to make his first appearance in London, by
the request of trhe secretary of the branch, I wrot~
an article for publication in the city papers. In
the article it was stated, "Apostle John H. Lakey·
would preach in the Saints' Church." Bro. Lake
arrived and I called to see him, and at first was
favora~bly impressed with his appearance. In a few
minutes he referred rto the notice in the paper, condemning in an unmistakable way the writer of the
notice for calling him an "apostle." 1\ot that he
was ashamed of the calling; 'but," said he, "the
people of the worlc!" will come to the meeting expecting to see something wonderful, and when they
get there it will be only me, a man striving to point
my fellow men to the cross; and no matter how
good 1:1he sermon may be, the people will go home·
disappointed." I learned a lesson from this rebuke;
it was this: High sounding titles will avail us nothing. If we honor the office and calli~1g conferred
upon us, the office and caning (or He who placed
them upon us) will honor us.
I was called by the Spirit, according to the law,
to the office of a priest in the Aaronic rpriest!hood;
and after a prayerful study over H1e ma:tter, I exwww.LatterDayTruth.org
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pressed myself as being willing to be ordained.
Accordingly on the afternoon of the 3rd day of July,
1882, I was ordained under the hands of Elders John
H. Lake and J allles A. Mcintosh.
I now proceed to give you the history of ~he
first, and I think so far as I am individually con-cerned, the •best sermon I have ever preached. I
think I shall never forget i·t. The benefit I derived
from it I •trust will last me as long as I live. It was
as follows: The afternoon of my ordination Bro.
Lake requested me to preach at ni·ght. I wished to
be excused, but he would not hear of my declining,
so I promised to preach. Prayer meeting dosed.
I ·hurried home and decided to •preach ort the ''God:head." I had Orsen Pratt's works containing the
Gibson and Woodman Discussion on the God-head.
From this I compiled a number of quotations, and
had :chapter and verse, and, though I prayed earnestly for divine assistance, yet I th'ought, "If God
does not bless lille, I know this near•ly by iheart, .an :i
will get through all right, anyway.
I went to
church with my sermon in my hand. Bro. Lake
·conducted the opening services. After being presented to the congregation I arose feeling nervous.
The first word I spoke was not what I intended to
say. Then tollowed my text, taken from Genesis,
but I said it would be f.ound in Exodus. As soon
as I made t-he mistake I knew it, and worse than, all,
I felt that all present knew .it. I tried to talk for
ten minutes and sat down, the worst whipped boy,
I imagine, the reader ever saw. Elder Lake arose,
-said something.about "Little boats should keep near
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the shore," told 'his experience when he first began
to preach, and closed the meeting.
I returned home and retired a sad boy. I will
not atten1pt to give the readers an account of my
thoughts, only ·that I would have denied my calling
if I had had the courage to do so, and I stated to
some that it was the first, and it would be tihe last
time that I would attempt o preach. The week
passed away, and Sunday came again. I went to
church, arrived a few minutes after the time appointed to open the meeting. As I entered the
church I discovered that it was full of people, and
many of my old-time friends were presenL The
president of the branch, Elder Edgar Harrington,
came forward and whispered, "Brother Richard, we
are waiting to hear you preach this morning; more
than two-thirds of t!hese people have heard of your
ordination and have come to hear you preach."
I refused. He reasoned kindly with me. I could"
not deny that God had called me, and I finally consented to preach. He accompanied me to 'the pu1pit,
and after singing and an earnest prayer by ElderHarrington, I arose, trembling from head to foot.
I never shall forget my feelings as I opened the
large Bi'ble before me, for this time I had decided
to open the Bible and take for my text the first verse
my eyes fell upon, and trust in God for the rest.
I open the Bible at the II9th Psalm, and my eyes
rested on the gth verse :-"\Vherewil!hal shall a
young man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto according to thy word."
This verse was my text, but I feared to lift my
eyes to look at the people till after I read this verse~
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when I felt the Spirit of God rest upon me, and my
poor stammering tongue was unloosed, and I talked
lor one !hour and twenty minutes. Many of .the
friends of other days wer,e affected, and the Saints
felt strengthened in God; and I 'W\lS made to realize
that which I think has saved me from falling beneath <the weight -of the :applause and flattery which
unthinking friends have :hea:ped upon me; namely
that I am but a weak, ignorant creature, and that
only when God is with me by his Spirit, can ~ work
successfully in the gospel :field. Often, even now,
when I hear people talk of efforts I am permitted
to make, do I call to mind my first sermon, so carefully prepared, and the second one, preached under
the favor of God.
I have written tlh'is my experience in order to
show the reader how I can prea,oh when I preac h
in my own strength; and though i:t is humiliating
to have to confess my weakness, yet I trust the eyes
·Of some who are starting out in t!he ministry will
scan these pages and profit thereby. If one soul
shall profit ·by my hard earned experience, I shall
"count myself well paid.
1
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CHAPTER XII.
My Work as a Priest in London.

Soon after I was ordained, I was elected presiding priest of the London branch, and I endeavored
to perform my duty as best I could, in which God
blessed me. Often I would preach in tihe London
church, then drive out to St. Johns, preach there in
the afternoon, and then to London East at night.
Nearly all one summer I would preach in St. Johns
awl Lambe·th every alternate Sunday afternoon.
Usually Bro. 0. 'vV. •Cambridge would drive me out,
and if he could not, I would hire a horse, and when
I cculd not do that, some few times we walked the
six miles and ba·ck again in time to preach in the
open air in London East. Often after my Sunday's
work was accomplished, I could hardly speak above
a whisper. While ·thus engaged, I learned that a
"Bible Christian" minister lby tJhe name of L. W.
Wicket had delivered a lecture on "Mormonism."
I learned from those who were present that he had
all the calumny and scandal contained in the w.orks
of Howe, Beadle, Stenhouse and Hyde against
Joseph Smith compiled, and stated 1!hat he was
wit.ling to 'prove anything he had said; .and .further,
that he had his lecture in manuscript form and he
was willing bhat any p·erson should examine it. I
went to his church', took part in his prayer meeting,
and after the meeting requested the privilege of
reading tJhe manuscript of his lecture on Mormonism ..
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At first he rdused to tallow me to see the manuscript, but when reminded of his promise in public,
he sa·id, "Well, if you are determined to see it, why,
you must come to my house.'' I went, and with me
a brother who wrote as fast as I cared to read.
Much that he stated in his lecture concerning Brigham Young and the Salt Lake abominations was
true, but about an that he had to say with .reference to Joseph' Smith, the Book of Mormon and the
chur:ch from I83o to 1844, contradicted the plain
statements of history. After I 1had finis.hed reading,
11is reverence said, "Well, si.r, is there anything false
in that lecture?" I replied, "Yes, sir. I wish you
to understand that I am not h'ere to defend Brigham
Young, or the doctrines tha·t 1he taught, or the church
over which he presided. Muoh of that which you
have to say concerning him may be true, but the
statements you make here in this paper with reference to the Book of Mormon, Joseph ·Smith' and t1he
Church of Jesus Christ of Later Day Saints, I am
prepar·ed to prove are false. You 'have either ignorantly or wilfully misrepresented the teachings of
the Book of Mormon, the origin of it, the doctrine
of the Latter Day Saints, and the character of the
prophet, Joseph Smith. If you are ignorant of t'he
true facts, I shall be pleased to do aH in my pow·~r
·'to place works in yonr hands that you may be pr:::>perly informed. If you have wilfully misrepresented
the facts, I am here to say that I shall leave no s·tone
unturned to disabuse the public mind wit'h reference
to the subject, so far as I have power to work for
the right."
He confessed in that room that had he known
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at the time of his delivering the lecture what he had
!·earned since, t~hat he would not have spoken of
Joseph Smith or his work as <he had, but that his
main object in delivering the lecture was to eXJpose
Salt Lake Mormonism, I thanked him for the admission, and told him that the proper place for such
a confession was in his church before the people to
whom he had made <the false statements. He
seemed surprised and said, ''Sir, do you wish me to
go before my people and confess that I am a liar?
Why, what influence would I have over them if I
were to •confess to them?" I replied, "Mr. Wickett,
I had not thought of calling you a liar; but, sir, if
you have lied, you ought to confess yot1r fault before those 1in whos·e hearing you made the false:
statements. I think, sir, t1hat you owe it to t!hem,
to the sacred memory of the dead, and to the Latter
Day Saints; and now, sir, you must either confess
to your people that you have misrepresented Jos·eph
Smith', the Book of Mormon and the Latter Day
Saints, or meet me on t!he platform and defend your
statements, or I will advertise you as a coward and
a defamer of' good men." He again refused to either
confess his faults or meet me, and told me to do my
wors•t.
I accordingly consulted with the proper authorities, published an article giving an aocount of our
meeting and the refusal of 1!h'e reverend genrtl<eman
to meet us in debate, and announced that I would
lectur~e on the following su'bject: "Was Joseph
Smith' a prop'het of God, or a blasphemous and daring impostor?" Elder J. A. Mcintosh arrived in the
city the day of the lecture, came np to tihe bctory
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where I .was working and said, "Go in, my boy, I
will stand by you, and God will give you power, for
you are on the side of right." This encouraged me,
and when I knew that Elder Mcintosh would be
there I asked him to preside over the meeting, which
he did.
The hour arrived and the church .was full. The
reverend gentleman :had been kindly invited to be
present, through the columns of the press, but he
was made conspicuous by his absenc·e. I was blesseel of God in presenting the truth, and Iectured for
two :hours and forty--five minutes. Though the
church' was crowded, not one ldt the house.
As tihis story is growing lengthy, I mus't draw it:
to a close by saying that after several lectures on
both sides, the rever·encl gentleman took to the
papers, 1calling on "the ihoy" to follow, and we did
to :the end. This, by the way, is where I was first
called "the boy preacher." That name still clings
to me, and tlhere is one thing connected with it that
makes me happy. It is that, :though only a poor
working boy, God stood -by and enabled me to defend his word, his church, and his prophet. Through
these lectures and le·tters, many heard the gospel
and not a few .were baptized into the fold of Christ.
It would not be just for me to condude this incident wi·thout stating that Elders George Mottashecl and J. A. Mcintosh (while he remained in London) did all in their power, both with :their pens
and on t!he platform, to help me in the work of justice and trutlh. The work of God flourished in these
parts, though' the reverend gentleman lost his health
anC: ior years had to suffer. I will have occasion
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to refer to !him in the future, so will proceed with
my other work.
Thus I la:bored on, till in the spring of 1884, was
called by the Spirit in accordance with the law to
the office of an elder, .and on ·the evening of the
26th of May, 1884, I was ordained to the office of
an elder under the !hands of Elder John H. Lake
and George Mottashed, and was elected presiding
elder of tihe London branch, which office I held till
released in 1886, to go to the missionary field.
Soon after my ordination, was called upon
t•o administer to an old lady, a mem!ber of Mr. W;ickett's church. Administered to her deafness, and she
tes·Hfied at the time, that before taking my hands
off her head, she could hear the closing part of my
prayer, and from that hour her hearing has been
better. The old lady was so overjoyed at the time
that she told me that her pastor, Mr. Wickett, told
her he would never speak against Joseph Smith
again; "for," said he, "while I was ridiculing Joseph
Smith and the oil which he anointed the sick with,
I •turned deadly sick, and have not seen a painless
hour since." The old lady and her married daughter
now live but two blocks from my home, but by her
r·equest her name is withheld. Be this true or false,
it is a well known fact that Mr. Wicket·t took sick
and suffered long, and finally resigned his position
as pastor of the church; but if correc•tly informed,
he is pr-eaching again in a small country church.
I shall now proceed to furnish the reader a few
of the evidences received that th:e signs promised
by the Savionr follow the true believer in the gospel
in the latter days.
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One ni~ht while prea·ching in London Bro. 'vV ..
Cambridge came up and requested me to go and
administer to an old gentleman who had never been
to our church, and had heard but little of the latter
day work. Bro. Cambridge had conversed with him
some, and ihe desired Bro. C. to bring an elder, for
he ·believed if he was administered to as th'e Bible
teaches he would lbe healed. I d:id not wish to go~
as he was a strange11 to the church and to me; however, I went; Bro. 0. W. Cambridge and 'vVilliam
Corbett accompanying me. W·e entered the h'ome
of the old gentleman, found him a helpless invalid,
who had been confined to !his room for ten months.
He had been working with a gang of men, and had'
had a very bad fall, alighting on his back. He was
carried to his home and the doctor :could do nothing
for him. They said his spinal cord was fmctured;
that he would never be able to get out again. He
could not keep still, but would keep moving his
hands and feet, and in fact his whole body. He was
a pitiful sight to behold. I talked with him, and
afterwards his family, and with t'he brethren before
named bowed in prayer. As we prayed the Spirit
of God rest·ecl upon me, and I arose, anointed him
with oil, laid my hands upon him, offering a short
prayer, asking our Father to heal this man. I shalf
not attempt to describe .the feelings of all present.
but let me say that in a moment that poor, decrepit
old man was walking and praising God, declaring
"I am healed." He res·ted well that night, and next
morning he went to work, and up to the present
enjoys good health; at least, I saw him not long
since and he was looking ha-le and well.
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Another case of an unbaptized believer being
healed by the power of God. Mr. Edwin Poil, a
relative of Bro. Wm. Hunt, of this city, took seriously ill. The affliction was in the brain, and notwithstanding all that human skill could do was done,
he still continued a raving maniac. Elder George
Mottashed and the writer were sent for. We administered to him as the law of God directs, and as
soon as we took nur hands off his head he spoke to
us, recognized who we were and what we had been
doing for him; and from that time to the present
he stands a ·worthy and respected citizen, in his
right mind.
Dear reader, I could •continue to relate a number
of cases where God healed the sick under my hands
and those of my !brethren. Doz·ens of cases could
be related of where the doctors have said the sick
must pass away, that God by •his power, through
obedience to the law, has raised the infant baby and
the aged sire to health again; ·but lest my sketch'
be too lengthy we must pass on to ot'her subjects.
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CHAPTER XIII.
First Ministerial Work Away From Home.
While presiding over the hranch at London I
la:bor,ed thard in the candy factory, often working
fourteen hours a day, and then perh'a;,ps would go
and administer to the sick; yet my health was good
and I scarcely knew what pain was, and when my
holidays came, would go out and preach for a month
or, .perhaps, two weeks at a time, and in t his way
prea:ch'ed in different parts of the Canada mission.
Such trips ·have cost me in lost time and traveling
expenses as much as forty-eight dollars, yet God
smiled upon our 'little home, and we always hadj
enough and to spare.
When I first hegan to leave home to 'preach I
went to the other side of Chatham. While there
Bro. E. H. Gurley came, and I preached with fair
liberty. Being invited to go to a house near by,
and leaving my few friends in the orchard, andheing
informed that tar and feathers were in waiting for
me at th'e house, I went trusting :in Him who had
told me when ordained that every arm raised against
me would fall powerless. .Entering t he house, they
surrounded me, and we had quite a talk. Bro. Gurley and others, :in the ord1ard hearing loud talking,
thought I was :being cared for by enemies, and said:
"Brethren, I can't stand this any longer," and off he
came to the house, determined to do what he could
·for my safety. · By the time he reached tihe house
1

1
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I was preaching to a crowd of attentive listeners.
They who were my bitterest enemies were mov·ed to
tears. A number of those present are now in the
church.
About this time the work opened in St. Mary's.
Bro. Robert Brown having moved in there, I, :n
company with Bro. Frank Falkner, called to get a
parcel from him. He prevailed on us to remain that
night and preach', stating he could get a house full
in an hour. We preached, and soon after returned
to St. Mary's, and .began work in earnest.
Much •could be written concerning our work in
St. Mary's, but two incidents will suffice. One night
I dreamed I would baptize •five before leaving; at
least this was my interpretation of the dream. But
after preaching every night, Sunday night came with
no signs of any being baptiz·ed. Preaching my last
sermon, I was about to leave the following morning
so as to 'get to my work at 't!he factory. Bed-tfime
came, and I was sad. Members of the Brown family
knew of my drea1111, and I could not bring myself to
believe I had been deceiv·ed. Some members of the
family went to bed, but I laid down on the lounge,
saying: I will wait here, for I s·till look for the
ful,fillment of my dream." At half-past eleven, when
all but two of the family had retired, the door bell
rang. My heart leaped for joy, and before leaving
I had baptized five of one family, a young man and
a woman, making seven in all,-all grown people.
It was in the month of January, and the ice was
c01ming down the river in torrents, making it dangerous to ·enter the raging, swollen, stream. Through
the darkness we traveled to the river. VV e stood on
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the bank, and felt that it would only be by the power
of Go.d that we could ·baptize in that river. Vv e sang
and prayed and then entered the raging flood. I
am not alone in 'bearing this testimony, that as soon
as my feet touched the water the way opened before
me, and though tons of ice were all around us, not
one piece touched us. After we came out of the
water some of those on the shore, one a Roman
Catholic, testified •that just as I touched the water,
they saw a bright light coming down the river and
it remained over the part of the river where I was
baptizing, till af.ter I had reached the shore. My
work in St. Mary's was ibless·ed of God, and many
true hearts there thrdb with the love of God. Elder
A. 'Sinclair and wife, now of Fa·ll River, Mass., and
Doctor Vv. A. Sinclair, of Boston, Mass., and Thomas and Daniel Sinclair, of St. Mary's, Ont., were
some of thos·e baptized that night.
I never shall forget how I often worked five
nights a week till ten o'clock, and after working
sometimes ninety hours in one week in the factory,
would rise at five a.m. Sunday, driv·e to St. Mary's in
all kinds of wea·ther, preach three sermons, baptize,
and then clriv·e to London, reaching home at two
or three o'clock Monday morning-, so as to get to
my work sometimes at four a.m. God grant that the
seed sown in those days may yield a golden harvest
when the reaping time comes.
I wish to relate another evidence of God's love
and power, as witness·ed by a number as well as the
writer. It is as follows: Maggie, the eldest daughter of brother and sister Vv. H. Grey, of Hibbert,
Ontario, was taken very ill, and medical aid was
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.sent for. The medical attendant soon discovered that
her ailment was a stoppage of the bowels, caused
by displacement. He applied the usual remedies
without effect, and finally called another physician
.to consult. The two decided that nothing could be
done except to relieve the pain, unless an opera:tnion
was performed. As the parents of the patient were
not favorably disposed to such a course, :the medical
attendants left with very little hopes :..or the life of
the suffering one. 1\ ot so with the parents. They
had faith and hope in a more than human skill.
They sent for Elder S. Brown, of St. J\Iary's, and
telegraphed to London for me. vV e hastened to the
bed-side of the suffering one and were informed that
the girl had 'been suffering for nine clays. Her
screams at times were pitiful to hear. We entered
the room, bowed in prayer, and in the name of the
suffering one of Gethsemane besought our Father to
honor the promise of the Savior where he said,
"'They shall lay hands on the sick and they shall
recover." \A! e then anointed her as the apostles did,
laid our hands upon her head and prayed over her;
and he who could not pass ·by 1111'biessed the woman
whose pale, wan hand touchecl the hem of His garment heard our prayer, granted to the child instant
relief, and in a short time the bowels resumed their
normal condition, moved freely, and the patient at
once recovered.
The "Mitchell Recorder," "London Free Press,"
and other Canada papers gave their readers a full
account of it at the time. I have a copy of the "Free
Press" of August 24th, r885, before me containing
an account of ~the above.
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l could continue writing for hours and then not
relate all th'e blessings God conferred upon his people under my own observa:tion as a minister of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.
Each day brought fres1h
evidence to me that, weak and ignorant working boy
as I was, He who car·eth for the lilies was watchingover and blessing my feeble efforts; and not till my
fingers clasp white Bowers under a pall, shall I
cease to work for the good of my fellow man, and
praise God for his power and love to me, an ignorant
lad.
.
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CHAPTER XIV.

My Ordination to the Office of Seventy, Call to the
Missionary Work.

I now bring the reader to the year 1886. Lit·tle
l1as been said concerning our home, and will not
now, as I presume he would not be interested in
that as much as in my work in the ministry. Let
me say, however, that all went well in our home.
Our first horn lived but a few hours, but we laid
h'er away 'ne~th the whispering leav·es, hoping to
meet the pure spirit in a land where the flowers of
life never wither 'neath the frost of death. Ere two
.and a half years had passed away our hearts were
made g-lad by the advent of a little boy, who was
blessed under the hands of Elder John H. Lake, and
named \iVilliam Thomas Evans.
The year of which' I write, r886, I was getting
eleven dollars ·per week at the confectionery works,
.and my overtime often brought me fifteen dollars
per week. 'vV as now foreman of the lozenge, licorice and c'hewing-g"Llm departments. •All was going on well and all that could reasonably be desired
in life was mine.
One day I was called down into the office, and
was requested to sign an agreement to work for
three years at an increase of salary. I told my employer that if ihe gav•e me time to •cons•ider, I would
give h'im an answer in a few days. My reason for
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not accepting his terms was this. It had been
t 1hought by some that the time was near at hand
when I would be sent out into the missionary field,
and I knew if I signed an agreement to labor for
Mr. Perrin, I mus~t in honor fulfil it; and I thought,
now I will speak to no 1i ving person concerning
this matter, but will fast and pray fbefore the Lord,
that he may guide me. I did so, and about one
week had passed away when Bro. Richard Howlett
spoke in pmphecy to me informing me of the whole
matter tliat had been in secret pres~ented to the Lord,
instructing me to prepare for the field, for I was
about to be sent there. Now Elder Lake and I had
talked over my going into the field, and I had
told him w!henever it was manifested to me from
the Lord that ;he desired me to devote my entire
time to the ministry, I was willing to leave wife,
child, h'ome and salary, and follow where the Lord
would lead me.
When the general conference convened at Lamoni Iowa, April 6th, 1886, I was a;ppointed to
ministerial labor in t!he Dominion of Canada. My
oertifi.cate was forwarded to my address, April 2oth,
1886, signed by Jos,eph Smith, president, and H. A.
Stebbins, secretary of the church.
Now came my trial. I was now called upon to
ieave the fadory and fellow workmen wh'ere and
with whom I had labored for years. I had worked
hard and received small pay in this factory, but
of late my income was good and my work was not
hard. My work for four years had ibeen more to
see that others did their work right than to do it
myself. I had presents in nearly every room in my
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house given me by those for whom and with wihom
I >had labored; but all must be left behind. Mr.
Perrin (my employer) ·presented me with letters of
re·commeni.l.ation, the work hands gave me a pleasant little surprise at my home, and I thus severed
my connection with a firm and many friends who
did me justice. Next I came to the London branch,
resigne·d my postion as president, teacher in the
Sunday-school and trust·ee of the church. Again
a surprise a1waited me. My little home was filled
with Saints and I was made t!h'e recipient of anumber of 'Presents, chief among therm my precious
B-ible tha:t has been a ble13sing to me sinc·e while far
from home and friends.
And now came the hardest trial of all; to say
farewell to Lizzie, little Willie and home! Lizzie had
been always first to help me in every good work;
had taught me much in the way of reading, writing, and spelling; in fact, had been a star in the
darkest night of my experience. In the midst of
billows and tempest she ever appeared as a white
calm, a rainbow instead of cloud. I saw the path
of duty, so did she, and without a murmur we
agreed to walk therein.
One evening I was reading a Lamoni paper and
saw my name 1had been presented to the conference
by the presidents of the quorum of Seventy for ordination in the first quorum of seventy, it having been
pres·ented to them that I should act in that quorum
before the Lord. I read further that the conference
confirmed 1Jhe call, and resolved that apostle John
H. Lake, president of the Canada mission, ordain
me to the offic~
a Seventy, on his return to Can-

of
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ada. After :prayerful consideration in the matter.
I consented to be so ordained, and was on ,the 12th
day of May, 1886, ordained. Soon after I received
a license as a member of the first quorum of seventies, signed by Heman C. Smi-th and E. C. Brand,
secretary and president of said quorum; and on
Friday, June IIth, I left home and loved ones for
the field. Henceforth I will only return home to
rest when sick or weary, and to visit a few days
at a ·time; for :as long as my 1hea,ltih' will permit, my
calling bids me labor for the Lord, as the :poet has
said:
" 'Tis a war that calls for valor, 'tis a ·Conflict with
the world;
There can lbe no furloug1h granted, never must the
flag be furled.
We can never cease the conflict, till the summons
home be heard;
We have all for life enlisted in the army of the
Lord."
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CHAPTER XV.
Some Striking Examples of Our Heavenly
Father's Mercy.
I will now proceedAo give the reader an account
.of some of the me!icies of our Heavenly Father
toward the Saints and others that I have been permitted to labor with as a servant of God.
I •was prea,cihing in London, when a lady
about thirty years of age came to me and reques·ted
baptism. She was a poor, wan creature who testified to me that since her thirteenth birthday she
had not pass·ed 1by one day without having to suffer
pain. For years she ·had to carry her laudanum
bottle with her all the time. T!he doctors had repeatedly in£ormed her that if she was to go without
the laudanum over a stated •time she would .die.
She had to take upward of two hundred drops a
day, and at times over that amount. Numbers sai·d
she would die in the water if I attempted to baptize
her, lbut I baptized her and she felt as well after
baptism as she usually felt. She went to a district
.conference in the 'township of Osborne, Ontario,
June I 9th and 2oth, 1886. While l!here she was
administered to by Elders A. Leverton, T. A.
Phi<llips and the writer. Bro. Leverton was an entire stranger 'to her, but while administering to her
he was blessed with the gift of prophecy, telling
her that if she would put away the drug that she
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was using and put her trust in God, the Lord would
heal her of her affliction. She arose and confessed
that though it was but four p.m., she had already
taken two hundred drops of laudanum that day, and
stated fur·ther that she from .that hour would never
taste laudanum or any other drug. She came to
my mother-in-law's residence, remained~there over
a week, and we administered to her whenever the
pain would come on her, till she was healed. She
is now a s·trong, healthy woman, and up to this
hour she has never toudhed a drop of laudanum,
1890.
After the June •conference, in company with Bro.
J. H. Lake, I went down :below Toronto, to Victoria
county. Preached t·here, had good li~berty in preaching, but as soon as meetings were over an un:a.ccountable feeling of sadness would come over me.
I would go to the woods or barn and pray, but I
got worse and worse. I tried to make myself believe it was loneliness, but. finally we prayed till we
felt that the Lord !had a work elsewhere for me to
perform. While we were meditating w'hat cours•e
to ~pursue, word carne for me to hasten home, that
my sister was dying, and father was very low.
Brot<her Lake loaned me all the money he ·had, and
with the little I had we found I could not get my
ticket, to say nothing of lunch on the way. Bro.
Lake walked wi·th me a1bout two miles carrying my
satchel, when we parted with heavy hearts. I
walked till I came to t~he next station, found I had
just enough money to buy my ·ticket to London,
and six cents to spare. I got to Toronto t1he same
night, bought me five cents worth of f.ood, and
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reached home the next forenoon with one cent in
my pocket.
VVhen I reached my sister's I learned that two
doctor's had told my mother there was no hope,
that she could live only a day or two at the most.
As I entered the mom my sister, though she could
not speak, recognized me, and conveyed to us l)y
signs that she desir·ed me to pray for her and administer to her 'as the Bible directs, and I did so.
She began to recover at once, and still lives to bear
witness that she was healed. by the power of God .
.l
My father recovered, and soon I was directed to
go to St. Thomas, where I preached in the Free
Thought Hall. After pre1aching for some time to
crowded houses I was challenged to de·bate with a
gentleman who was a member of the Secular
Thought Society. His na:mle was Mr. Darby. vVe
discussed two propositions, he affirming both of
them: "(r) Joseph Smith was a Polygamist, (2)
God in the Bible (King James' Translation) taught
and sanctioned polygamy."
Mr. Darby was a very smart man, but he was
on the wrong side, and in consequence made a failure. On both propositions th'e house voted in my
favor. Another smart man was sent for and arrived. He called himself Professor J. R. Simpson.
After three propositions were arranged and signed
by us both he left, promising to return. Before th'e
time of the debate, hovvever, his supporters, who
co11starttly attended our meetings, wrot•e and told
him they would riot agree to endorse him nor support him if he came. I have the letter now, for the
Professor gave it to me some time aft.er when I met
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him in London, claiming that it was not his fault
but theirs that the debate did not take phKe.
One of th·eir number who, I heard, lectured for
them, asked me .to go home with him one night.
(He in other years had been a Saint but had fallen).
I went, talked with him till three o'clock in the
morning. He declared he would never pray again,
and stated t:hat he did not believe there was a God.
W1h:ile .his wife and I knelt in prayer in his house
(by his consent) he sat smoking lby my side. I
reasoned with him .for days, and his wife a·nd I
determined to pray for him. One day he came to
me and said, "Elder Evans, I know you have been
praying for me." He told me of ·evidence he had
received and that he wished to pray with me and
come back into the church. That man is now an
officer in the church, and his wife is a happy wife
and a true Latter Day Saint.
Before I lef.t that city I ba·ptized a number. The
branch was soon after reorganized, and today I believe we have a branch there of some seventy members, and some have moved away.
About this time Bro. E. K. Evans and his wife
came into the church. I baptized them in St.
Thomas. Bro. Evans was soon called to the ministry. His letters to the papers, :his articles in the
"Herald," and his sermons in the pulpit have since
made him well knowm.
Notwithstanding the lonely hours, the scandal
and vituperation that at times I have suffered while
in the field, when I r·ecall to mind the many pleasant times I have spent, I am, happy. All the wealth
of earth could nof procure me the happiness that
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some actions of my life have given me while in the
discharge of duty as a servant of God. Under God
I have been instrumental in bringing sunshine to
darkened households, in calling heads of families
from haunts of vice and midnight orgies back to
wife and childr,en, in bringing wandering children
back from the ranks of infidelity~.to the shrine of
prayer in the home of the innocent sinkss past: If
I shall accomplish no more, I have not lived ;_n
vain, for through" my .labor, with God's blessing
added, some who have wallowed in the mire of infidelity, and have been bloated with the fruit of
priestcraft and modern idolatry, have been brought
to the Savior's side, and now are basking in the
sunbeams of God's love.
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CHAPTER XVI.

Excellent Meetings and Much Success Attend
Our Efforts.
August 15th, 1886, I baptized some in St. Thomas. One lady baptized was a confirmed cripple.
If I remember her statement aright, she said that
some two years before bhe time of whi·ch I wfi.te
S!he slipped and fell, breaking her limb. Medical
aid was summoned and her limb was cared £or according to the surgical science. It was discovered
uh'at in falling she had broken bhe cords of her foot,
a·'ld for this sore affliction there was little relief and
no cure. She would go with a bandage around
her foot and limib to keep the foot in the proper
place, but when she stepped on a stick or stone or
any raised article on the floor or street, sh'e would
fall if some one was not at hand to help her. When
baptized, it took her :ten minutes: to get down the
hill to the water. With some difficulty I got her
into the stream, and after baptizing her, as she arose
up out of the water, she stepped ·out, and after taking the first step, she cried, '"0, Elder Evans,, I am
healed!" She stamped her foot on the stones and
again •cried, "Praise God, I a:m entirely restored l"
She ran out of the water, up the hill, tore the
long !bandage from her foot and ankle and before
a large number of people testified that she was
healed. I wrote an acoount of this to the "Herald"
about the time it transpired, and s'he has had .it
published since, and in many parts of Canada she
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l1as borne testimony as above. Her name i~/ Mrs.
Thomas Brooks, now living at Essex Center, Ontario, and can be rderred to.
Friday, August 27th, 1886, I left with Mrs. Janrow, of St. Thomas, to visit her father .and friends
at Vanessa, Norfolk. county. She had heard me
preach in St. Thomas, was interested, and wished
me :to go and preach to her people. They were all
Old School Baptists. We arrived in Vanessa late
in the afternoon. Mrs. Janrow introduced me to
her friends, and I was invited to remain with Mr.
Longhurst, a brother-in-law of Mrs. Janmw. After
talking with them in their beautiful home, I went
up to the village, obtained permission to preach in
the Bartholomew Hall, Sunday afternoon, and posted ·bills to that effect. There is but one church in
the place, and it belongs to the Methodist denomin:ation. Sunday morning I attended their meeting,
and at the dose I stepped up to t.he minister, handed
him a bill and asked him to read it to t·he congregation. He saw that it was the announcement of my
meeting in the hall, and at once said, "No, sir; I
will not make your announcement. I have nothing
to do with you." I •bade him ·good morning, and
went home.
Afternoon came, the hall was crowded. I then
announced that if the Methodist friends had any
announcements to make, they may now have the
privilege to speak. The •proprietor of the hall informed me that I could have the hall no longer. A
good_JVIethodist abused me some, and told me I
could not prove baptism to be immersion. I told
him if I had a place to preach in I would preach on
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that subject that night, whereupon J\1.r. James.
Bannister infor~ed me that I -could preach
in his house. I accepted the kind offer and promised to be there.
Mr. Bannister's fine house was crowded and
many stood on the lawn. At the close I was challenged to debate the subject of infant :baptism with
the Methodist preacher, but the debate was not to.
take place for two weeks. I informed the people
that I would gladly remain and debate with the
reverend gentleman if some one would keep me.
A dozen ·cried, "You can come to my place!"
So I •consented to remain. I preached every
night save one until the two weeks expired, but the
pread1er that 'Yas se:lected to debate with me failed
to put in an appearance.
I baptized Bro. Robert Longhurst and wife and
Sr. Welsh. Notwithstanding Mr. Welsh had given
his consent th'at I could baptize his wife and the
whole town, yet when he returned to Vanessa and
found that his wife had been baptized, he felt badly.
He told me afterwards that when he told me I might
baptiz·e his wife, if I could before he returned (he·
was away from home one week) he had no idea
that I would baptize her. Sister Welsh felt sad
when her husband opposed her, and was told by
the Spirit that if she was faithful her husband and
others of her friends would soon be baptized. I
preached every night for the third week, the house
crowded every night, and just eighl days after I
baptized Sr. Welsh, I baptized her husband and four
more of her relatives.
With tears we bade adieu to Saints and friends;
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In Vanessa, being called west to preach a funeral
sermon. On my return home I met a Baptist
preacher on the train. He learned who I was and
that I had •baptized a number of his members where
he had formerly preached, and :he complained bitterly because I had rba<ptiz·ed his flock. I informed
him that the gospel was free to all and that if he.
would repent of his sins and believ·e the gospel F
would baptize him too. He would not, so we
parted.
I arrived home the first of October and found
that the city was overwhelmed with dipht.heria;
numbers wer•e dying all around our home. Left
home next morning for St. Mary's conference.
While I was speaking in the rconference October
4th, a telegram reached me saying, "Come; br:ing
elders. Our Willie is very sick."
Elders J. H. Lake and Christopher Pi·erson and
myself took the first train. 'vVe found that he had
been in oonvulsions, and wh"en we arrived was in"ensible, .lying in :his mother's arms, his fles.h a dark
yellow color, his mouth and throat Dne mass of
scab, and between his teeth a greenish froth. We
administered to rh'im and he recovered, though for
some weeks afterward he was cross-eye.d, from the
effect of the terrible suffering, yet after being administered to again his eyes came all right.
Left home on October roth. Attended BJ.enheim conference. Bm, Leverton was· there ordained
to the office of seventy by Bro. Lake, I assisting.
I returned to Vanessa December 4th. I h'ere

wish to relate to the reader something which caused
me to have great faith in the promise of the Saviour,
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where He said 'by the mouth of His servant the
believers would ''dream dreams."
On the night r.eferred to I dreamed that as it
had been announced that I would preach on the
"Divinity of the Book of Mormon," the next day
(Sunday), three ministers would come and cause
trouble in my meeting, but that I should put my
trust in God, and all would be well. I arose next
morning and told my dream. All were surprised,
said they had not hear a word of preachers coming,.
and all looked forward to the afternoon. While I
was preaching to a large congregation, in walked
three preac-hers. Two of them opened their Bi1bles
and followed me, while the third wrote as much
of my discourse as he could get. When I concluded, I gave liberty for any to ask questions. At
once the preacher who had taken notes arose, but
instead of asking questions, he ibegan to tell us ali
about the Book of Mormon being the Spaulding
Romance, and that Joseph Smith was an impostor,
that he had been killed by a mob, that it served
him right, and "had I been there," said he, "I would
have helped to rid the earth of such a villain." He
further said: ''This man Evans is as bad as Smit!h,
and the virtue of your daughters and the chastity
of your wiv·es are not safe while this man is in rhe
neighborhood. I have come ·here to root up Mormoflism; I am here to challenge the impostor t:>
meet me in debate; I am here to prove to tihe good
people of Vanessa that Joe Smith was a fraud, the
Book of Mormon a base lie, and Mormonism from
stem to stern a system of deviltry." He talked for
twenty-five minutes. \iVh'en I replied God's Spirit
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·fell upon me, and in ten minutes nearly ~Jvery one
in the house was in tears. I related the sufferings
of the Saints in Missouri and Illinois; review~d
briefly the work of Joseph and his cold-<hearted
murder; took up Stenhouse, Beadle, and Smucker,
from whom the preacher quoted, proved to the
people that he misrepresented these books, and
finally told the reverend gentleman I was willing
to meet him on any or all of the subject~ ·he 'h.:t·l
challenged me to meet him upon; that he could
name his subject, time and place, and I would not
keep him waiting one hour.
He arose, stated that he was sorry that he h'act
misrepresented the books referred to; that he was
not aware that I was 'posted in the histories or he
would not have brought them. (This to my mind
showed that he knew he was misrepresenting the
facts all the time, but was now sorry, not that he
had been guilty of telling falsehoods, :but only sorry
that h'e had •been caught at i:t.) He refused to debate on the Book of Mormon, or mission of Joseph
Smith, but said he would debate with me if I would'
affirm that water baptism was essential to salvation. I consented, and we met that night. The
hall was crowded, and truth gained a decided victory.
I would like to tell the reader all that transpired after the debate, but time and want of space·
forbid. Permit me to say that t·he preacher got out
bills announcing services on Mormonism for several
nights. I stopped my meeting, replied to him one
night, when he tried to drive me off the platform,
but the congregation hissed him, and ,finally he had
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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to let me reply. I spoke from 9:20 till I r :55 p.m.,
and notwithstanding the hall was crowded, none
left after I began speaking. From that night few
attended !his lectures, and notwithstanding his bills
were out that he would pread1 for several nights,
::h·e dosed his meetings and left town. My meetings
were larger than ever. At times so many got in
that it was considered impossible to open the door
(it opened from within), and some !boys had to
,eJimb out of the window in order to make room for
the door 'to open.
I have lived to baptize thirty-four in that branch,
while the preac'hers who came to wipe us from the
earth are only remembered with pity and their ac'tions with 'contempt. The preach'ers rderred to are
Mr. Sims, of the city of Brantford, and Mr. Summerville, editor of "Glad Tidings," in same city. I have
'forgotten the other one's name.
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CHAPTER XVII.

Attended Conference at Kirkland, Ohio.

r887.-I spent nineteen days of January at
Chatham, ~preached nearly ·every ni~ht to large con,gregations, baptized thirteen, and administered w.
several with very marked effect in some cas~s,
notably among them the babe of Bro. and Sr. Harry
Lively, who when thou~ht to, be at death's door was .
.hea1ed instantly by the power of God. The memory
of my visit in Chatham in January, 1887, will ever
be pleasant to me.
February roth our daughter Lizzie was born.
I was called home tby telegram. The following day
I left home to attend to my lectures alfeady announced in St. Thomas. Returned hon~e in five
days and remained one week.
Started in company with Elder Lake for general
conference. On the way to Kirtland we stopped
five days in Pittsburg, Pa. I was delighted with
the city and surroundings. Made our home with
Sr. Woods. I was permitted' to preach to the Saints
in their ·fine hall three times, and rejoiced to find
so many true-'hearted Saints in that great city.
Those three sermons were th'e first I ever
on United States soiL
On the morning of the 5th day of April, I beheld for the first time the temple of the Lord, built
by His direction in Kirtland, Ohio.
The conference was a grand one, God spoke to•
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His people through the prophet, Joseph ·Smith, and
.all felt the worth of prayer.
Bro. Smith ca·lled upon me to preach in the temple, and I did so and was glad that a privilege was
afforded me to preach in that sacred building.
During the conference I was kindly cared for at
the residence of Sr. Salyards. At this conference
I met many of God's bravest soldiers. Their sermons, prayers and testimonies gave me joy, and I
returned to Canada rejoicing in God, and feeling to
say like one of old, "This people shall be my people,
and their ·God shaJJl be my God."
On my return to Canada_ I called at Detrmt,
found a Jew good Sain1s there; met a Mr. N. F.
Liddy (son-in-law of Elder George Shaw), who had
heard me preach in Chatham. I remained with him
some time, when he came wi.th me to Chatham,
where I ibaptized him. This man had been 'born and
educated and lived, up to the time of baptism, a Roman Catholic. He ha served for some years as altar
boy for the priests of Romanism. I will tell the
reader when and how he became interested in t'ne
latter day work.
On one of my visits to Chatham I was called to
administer to an old sister who had •been poisoned in her arm, and it had turned to a running
·sore. The night was dark and it was raining. I
was to walk some three mi'les to her house. When
about ilo start on my journey, Mr. Liddy heard of
it and said: "Catholks do not treat thetr priests
like that. If they want a priest they dnve for him
and bring him •back, or pay for a rig to .bring ani
take him back ·again. Now I am not a Saint, but
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I am not going to ,have this l~ittle feilow go out in
this storm and walk all 'that distance. Proving his
words by his action, he asked me if l would permit
him to see the administration if he would hire a
rig and drive me out? I told him that as to his
seeing me adminis1ter in any of the ordinances of
the ohurch.. I would certainly be pleased to permit
him, but that I could walk out all right. He got
a horse and carriage and drove me out. As I administered to the afflicted one, the Spirit of the Lord
was with us in power. The pain was taken away
at once, and the next Sunday the sister was out to
church, healed. From this time Mr. Liddy was
convinced <that God was with the Latter Day Saints,
and studied much, till finally he was brought to see
and understand the gospel and olbey it. He is now
a brave defender of the faith, a good Saint, and a
useful offi,cer in Chatham branch. Brother Liddy
bas be~en ordained an elder, and now is President
Detroit ~branch.
I have neglected to state that I was elected vic<::president of London district in r885, which office
1 tried to fill until January, r887, when alt the conference at Egr:mont I was released. At this same
conference I was elected President of London distrkt, which ~position I have :held up to lthe present
time. It was at this conference I first met Bro. and
Sr. King, who :have since !been such kind friends to·
me. I went to Masonville branch wi;th Bro. King,
preached there twenty-six times in thirty..,one days,
baptized five, among them ~Sr. IGng and Grandma
Silks. Sr. Silks was eighty-seven years old, had
been a member of the Presbyterian church forwww.LatterDayTruth.org
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seventy years. God showed her in open vision that
I was His chosen servant, and commanded her to
be baptized.
After this I arranged to meet Rev. Mr. McDonald, the Presbyterian minister of Horning's
Mills, in <debate. He to affirm that Joseph Smith
was a false prophet. Debate to take place in October. It is a fact that after the gentleman ;had purchased several books, treating on the prophetic
mission of Joseph Smith', that notwit:hstanding ne
had signed articles to debate, and I was on hand at
tJhe proper time, he refused to debate. He stated
that he had learned more of Joseph Smith and his
work since signing the artides for debate. I am
informed that he has since resigned his pos,ition as
~ minister in the Presbyter,ian church.
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CHAPTER XVIII.
A Rough Experience, Followed by Kindness and.
Just Treatment.
Early in ;September, 1887, I was preaching in
St. Mary's, when word was sent that I was to go
to Proton to debate ·with a celebrated Disciple
(Campbellite) preacher. He seemed to be just
spoi.Jing for a debate on the Book of Mormon. We
went at once and were informed that he wished to
have a fair and honorable debate, but judge our
surprise when we arrived at the place of debate,
we found the house full, and many outside waiting
to hear both sides of the question, but :the pr·eacher
preached to us from Fanny Stenhouse, and BradenKelley debate. He abused us in every way possible, and when we asked the privilege of replying
we were told to get off of the premises, and that we
vwuld 1be shot befor·e we left the township.
This treatment reminded us of the story told
by Beadle ;,n !his work against the Saints where he
said:
''Thomas S. Brockman, a Campbellite
preacher, ,Jed fourteen or fifteen hundred mobbers
against the Saints in Nauvoo." Campbel'lites never
were a!ble to meet and answer the arguments of
Latter Day Saints only with cannon, sword and
dub, and whenever called upon to meet a Saint with
the Bible, they forget the Bible, and use as argument calumny, vituperation and scandal. However,
we took to the road, not t:hat we were afraid to die>
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but we had no desire to be £ound in such company.
When we reached the road, we found the majority
.of the people desired me to address them. vV e
mounted a wagon, and for one hour and forty minutes we talked to the people, and gave out meetings
for ·the coming week. We lectured in that part for
some time, and one night, while returning from
meeting in a wagon, a mob (according to ·promise)
·attacked us while we were driving through the
woods. It was very dark; we could see no one,
but all in a moment eggs and stones were flying
into the wagon. With me were Elder McLean and
three sisters. All were covered with eggs. One
sister was struck in the side with a stone. Two
shots were fired at us, and one of the s·isters (Sr.
Maggie Brice) was shot in the head. One shot is
still lodged between the skin and the skull, just
over the ear. By the bles.sing of God we all escaped
with our lives. I had to ?,10 back again and preach
in the same place the next night. Some of the
Saints begged me not to go, but I decided to keep
my appointment. Next morning I wrote sever:1l
letters, settled up all my affairs, so that if my time
bad come to lie 'neath the whispering leaves in the
silent city of the dead, all would be right on. earth,
;mel as reg-ards eternity. I had no fears but that the
g-ospel would enable me to cross the bridge of death
and land me safe in Paradise. The thought of
losing my life 'brought to me but one sad thought.
It was that of leaving so many dear friends, and
mv wife and children alone and unprovided for in
a cold crue l world. I went, and with me a'bout
thirty others, ·!but when we near·ed the woods wr:.
1
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.saw bton-fires all along the road and one right in
front of the house where I preached. The towns_people heard of the shooting of the night before and
made the fires for our protection. I •preached to a
large congregation, and many were moved to tears.
W-e learned the names of a number of those who
took part in the mob:bing, and some of them fled to
parts unknown. I was called on by some to pro"ecute the mobbers, but I sent word that I was willing to forgive and let God dea-l with my enemies.
We finally persuaded alii the Saints· to let all drop
and leave it in the hands of God.
Let me say right here that I was up ·in that
country in December, 1889, and learned that one
of the leaders of that mob is now a cripple, and
has been for over a year. Another who took part
"in the mob came to my meetings and requested me
to go and preach in his house. I went, the house
was full to the doors, and I 'preached to them. Sr.
Brice was standing by my side with the shot stil.l
in 'her head. I had to leave the next day, but have
promised to go back and preach there if tlhe con-ference permits me to return to Canada mission.
I think many will yet obey the gospel in tnat place.
A few days before we were mobbed I had baptized some there. One y.oung man was apparently
dvingt with ast·hma. When I baptized him he had not
lain down for eleven
but slept while sitting
in his chair. I baptized him in cold water in a
river. He drove some miles, went h-ome and retired
to his bed and slept soundly. He was also present
at the meeting referred to ahove, and is now a
strong man, and he told me he never felt better: in
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his life than since his bwptism. His sister has also
been ·baptized.
Permit me to coll1clude this episode by saying,
Mr. Furgerson, the would"'be debater, has not
preached a sermon in that place since, while the
Saints hold regular meetings there.
And now for tihe glory of God, and the confirmation of the Saints I wish to tell of a miracle that
I saw with my own eyes. I was called from Vanessa ·to Bothwell to preaoh a funeral sermon. I
could reach Both'well in time ontly by taking the
M. C. R. train, and changing cars, going to Chatham and thence to Bothwell. I traveled all ni·ght,
and found thwt the train for Bothwell from Chatham
had just gone. Th'us detained, I went to Elder
Shaw's and form there to Bro. George Walker's.
Bro. George had been working on the new CathoEc
church in Chatham and had got some kind of
cement in his eyes. They went for ~h'e doctor, but
by the time the physician reached him, his eyes
were literaJ!ly burned out. I was informed by Sr.
Walker in the presence of her husband that the: eyeballs were burned away, and the doctor had hard
work to get the lids to open wide ·enough to see the
eyes and that all there was where the eyes once
were. were red lumps a little larger >than a winter~reen berry. The doctor said there was no hope
of his ever seeing again. He was in a wom blindfolded when I arrived. He had been !blind for
severa:l weeks. We talked for some time, when
all of a sudden, silence reigned and I heard a voi,ce
say, "He who·spat upon the day, can heal this man
1
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today." The Spirit of the Lord rested upon me in
power, and I walked over to Bro. vValker, led him
to the lounge, laid him down, poured the consecrated oil in his sunken sockets, laid my hands on
his head, prayed for just a moment, when a power
rested upon me, and I said, "In the name of Jesus
Christ I say unto thee receive thy sight." I took
my hands off ihis head and he sat up, opened his
eyes, and did see. I bear my testimony to this in
the name of Jesus Ghrist, before whom I must appear. George Walker is now enjoying his eyesight,
and is 'living in Chatham, Kent county, Ontario.
Since writing the above I have seen him and Sr.
Walker. Herewith t~hey sign their names as evidence of the truthfulness of the above.-George
vValker, F'anny Walker.
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CHAPTER XIX.

Denied Admittance to a Christian Church, A Boniface Comes to the Rescue.
December 5th, by invitation from the Baptist
friends of LynnviHe, I went to deliver four lectures
in their chur,c'h. The .first three meetings the church
was full, but wihen I drove up the fourbh night,.
the church was in darknes·s, and a committee in
wa1ting who informed me 1Jhat tih'e trustees, by
direction of the pastor, Rev. Mr. Slatt, had closed
the c'hurch against me, "but," said the committ.ee,.
"Mr. Addison, the hotel keeper, has borrowed lumber, made seats, put up a ·stove, and p~aced a fine
organ in the ball-room adjoining his !hotel, and we·
now have a fine choir and over two hundred people·
waiting there to hear you preach."
I went over to the ball-room and prea:ched. At
the close of the service Mr. Robert Addison, the·
proprietor of the house, said: "EMer Evans, I do·
not profess to be a Chris•tian, but I am of the opinion that the gospel you pre3Jch has the right ring
to it, and I think you can do good in this. place, so·
I want you to understand that though th'e preacher
has turned you out of the church, the hot·el keeper,
good Samaritan-like, will take you to the inn. So·
from this .time, as !l.ong as you wish to remain, consider yourself proprietor of this hall, and the best
room ·in my house, and as long as you can live on:
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the same fare as we live on, you are a welcome
guest at my ta'bl:e."
I bhen announced meetings for every night. T;he
preacher lectured against us, and tracts were circulated against us. I was informed that I had
sixty wives, and was getting fifteen hundred dollars
a year from Salt Lake City for prea,ching, etc. To
make a long story a short one, !before I left there the
preacher publicly apologized, I baptized twenty-two,
including the hotel keeper's wife and son. He left
. the hotel, went onto his farm, and I have since had
the pleasune of 1baptizing him. He is an intelligent
man 11ow devotes much of his time telling to others
the gospel of Jesus Christ, and is wj.elding a great
power for good.
I was called from Lynnvi·Ue to Seaforth by telegram from Elder Samuel Brown. It appears some
infidels had caused Bro. Brown some trouble and
he Vhought, as J had met some of those people be~
fore, I might assist him. I arrived in Seaforth,
found Bro. Brown in the large town hall pr·eaching
to a congr€gation of twenty-thre'e. He had been
there for some time and was well lik·ed ,as a man.
Vv e soon .had the il1ifidels after us, but after answering questions for ·them to tiheir 'heart's content, we
received a written challenge to discuss certain propositions with the celebra.ted Charles Watts, editor
of a free 'bhoug;ht journal in Toronto. We aocepted
the challenge, and 1the da:te of the deba:te was February 23rd, 24th, 1887. Mr. Watts wanted to change
the arrangements made. I would J;!Ot consent, but
wrote that if he. did not wish to debate according:
to first agreement to let me know, and have not
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heard from him since. Mr. Wm. Campbell, of Seafortili, wrote me for Mr. Wa:tts, and I have all the
letters he sent me, and a copy of the ones I sent to
him.
While in Seafor.th the Episcopalian minister delivered a lecture on Mormonism, and we went to
hear him. He abused us shamefully. Said he could
prove we had come fmm Salt Lake, and tha;t we
would ruin half •tihe people ·in the town if steps were
not taken to drive us out of the place. Said the
devil had given me a voice and eyes ·rhat were calcula,ted to lead people astray, and warned the men
to keep their wives and daughters from our meetings. The collection pla;te came round, !but like
Peter I could say, "Silver and gold have I none, but
such as I have I give unto thee," and I put a note
on rh<e plate, requesting the bearer to give it to the
preacher. On this paper was written a request that
his reverence would meet me •in discussion, he to
affirm that the Church of Jesus .Christ of Latter Day
Saints is, ·in doctrine and organization, contrary to
the New Tes•tament, and I would affirm thwt the
Oh'urch of England was conceived in lust, born in
murder, lived in polygamy and idolatry, and is now
dying in fmmality and pride. He refus•ed to debate, and numbers left 'his churd1 (I was told). I
lectured on "The Origin of the Church of England,"
and replied to his ·aJbuse, and when some h<l!d given
1n ·their names for baptism and many were believing,
I was called away to ·the other part of tih:e mission,
but sinc·e ·then Elders Brown . Smith and Watson
have been there and good has resulted from their
labors; Bro. Willard J. Smith •baptizing some.
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The reader will remember how the preceding
pages tell the treatment I received at the hands of
the Method:ist preacher in Vanessa. The temiperance wave passed over Canada in the early part of
1888, and I was called on in different places to lecture on 'temperance .for the Women's Christian
Temperance Union, and, to my surprise, the
Methodist church in Vanessa requested me to come
and lecture on temperance in their ch'urch. I consented. Large bills went all over :the county, and
the result was that hundreds who hated me without
a cause, now came to hear me, and from that time
became my fri,ends. I lectured in Methodist, Baptist and Pr~esbyterian churches, and public schoolhouses. Prea,chers who had in the past defamed my
character. and did their best to keep their people
away from my meetings, now stood on the same
platform with me, and scoured the country to get
people to come ·to hear mly lectures. The result of
my efforts :brought me joy. Some who were drunkards reformed, and many hundreds who looked upon
me as a vile man, now changed their views and
some of the preachers learned when tt:oo late, t:ha,t
they had missed their mark in giving me such
notori,ety, for it wa's too late now 'to cry "don't you
go to hear him." The result is, tihat all over t~hle
county of Norfolk there are halls open, and many
are calling for me to go and preach for them. I
often f·eel sad to -think there are so few elders in the
field, for I am satistfiecl I could .find work .for !twenty
good elders in the county of Norfo:lk alone. Our
field is so large that I have been ther·e very little:,
and other elders but a few times. If I am returned
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to Canada this yeaJr ( 1890), I hope ,to be permitted
to labor •in this county a good part of the year.
0, w:hat a change ! Less 'than <two years ago,
eleven men of supposed Christian character tried
to hire !t:!he boy's around Vanessa to ta:r and feather
me and dr,ive me out of t!he place; but bheir cruel
plan was ruined by one of the boys telling me of
the plot.
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CHAPTER XX.

A Celebrated Methodist Orator Worsted in Debate.
On the 4th :of May, 1888, Bro. Longhurst drove
me rto Watedord to visi•t Mr. Tagard, M.D. The
doctor informed me that the Rev. John Laycock,
pastor of the Methodist churrch, :had started !that he
would like rto meet ''the Boy Preacher" in debate,
that he would not apologize to me like Rev. Slatt
had done in Lynnville, etc. Now, I had heard that
this gentleman !had been talking abou:t me rbe.fore,
and I told the doctor that I would like to s·ee Mr.
Laycock. The doctor said, "Well, Elder, if you will
talk to him, I will take you to his residence and
giv·c you an introduction." We went. I will not
record our conversat·ion, suffice it for me to ·say,
Rev. Laycock called me a fool, a M~o·rmon impostor,
and told me thart if ever I dared to pre arch in Waterford, he would then meet me in ·debate, and show
up the rot•tenness of Mormonism. I •toM him I had
no desire to meet any person in debate, burt I had
1)een informed that rhe wished t:o meet me in debarte,
and he had not denied i•t. I told him rthaJt if my
coming to ·preach in vVaterford would cause him
to meet me in discussion, th'at he could get ready,
for I would preach in Waterford art no dis:tant d<Ute.
That night I went to Mr. John Smith ;and offere·d
to pay him rent for his church for two weeks. (He
had a nice cihurch that he purch'ased from the
l\1:ethodists when the •two congregations joined in
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one). He told me to go on, a;nd preach for two weeks
and he would care for ,the chur,ch, and if I needed
it longer than two weeks we could make a bargain
as to the re111t. I preached in his church from the
6th to the 25th of May, nearly every night, to
crowded houses. At times hundreds were 1turned
from the church una:bl.e 'to gain an entrance. All
this ,time Mr. Laycock was a'busing me, but would
not face me.
The Methodists and Baptists sent to Toronto
for the celebrated T. L. Wilkinson. We met and
agreed •to discuss four propositions : I. That water
baptism is essential to salva:tion; Elder Evans
affirms. 2. That the God who is believe·d in and
worshipped by the MethodiSit Church' is. the God
of the Bible; Rev. T. L. Wilkinson affirms. 3· That
Christian baptism as •taught in the :t\ew Testaiillent
is immersion; E·lder Evans affirms. 4. That according •to ins•pired authority, the infant children
of bdievers are proper subjects for Oh'ristia:n baptism; Rev. Wilkinson affirms. King James' version
of the Bible to be accepted as the ,final standard of
appeal in proof of all questions of doctrine in dispute.
Two evenings at least to be given to the discussion of each proposition. 'f,he debate to commence June 14th, opening at eight o'clock each
night. \V e met a;t ,the time appointed. Elder Willard J. Smith acted as my moderator a:ncl Ekler Lake
opened the ·debate wit•h prayer. T1h'ese twdbrethren
stood by me in nruch fasting and prayer and in
counsel :and advice. proved a blessing •to me.
As the "Herald" and m1any other papers gave
www.LatterDayTruth.org

ELDER R. C. EVANS.

103

reports of the discussion I will not take the time to
present the pa11ticulars ;in these leaves, lbut to the
glory of God and ~or ·1:1h'e encouragement of jjhos·e
who may not have read ;the account, permit me to
say, notwithstanding Mr. Wilkinson was a very •talented man, and considered the most successful debater in the Methodist Church in Canada, he was
only able to stand up under the fire of truth two
nig1hts. A large majority decided in our favor for
tJhe firs;t proposition.
The mayor of the city of BrantJord was chosen
.chairman. He aoted the ,first night when Rev.
\i\Tilkinson orbjeoted ~to him, and t!he second nigh"t
Mr. Duncumb, a lawyer, was selected by him.
Both these genHemen were strangers to me, but
they gave me justice.
The hall was crowded the third night. When
Rev. VVilkinson opened the debate on the second
rroposition, he ridiculed Joseph Smith's and t;he
r,atter Day Saints' idea of God, using disgusting
hnguage until he was called to order. The chair
decided .th21t he must keep to the subject, Wlh'en the
reverend gentleman and his feHow-dergyman flew
into a rage, and refused to discuss furt'her, and left
the Opera House amid ,the hisses of ",coward" prloceecling from the audience, while I was lifted from
the stage in the arms 'Of some of ·the men and nearly
carried to the ·door.
At thaJt time there was not a Latter Day Saint
in vVaterford. Since then I have baptized fiftythree, ·including Professor James W. Easton, the
man vv'lho patented the Easton eleotric light dynamo. American and Canadi·an papers love to praise
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him. He has sinoe been called and ordained to the
ministry and in V\ 1aterford has presided ovet the
branch, preaching and baptizing, until about one
year ago he left to organize a •company in Newark,
1\'·ew Jersey, where !he is at present writing, fast
fitting himself financially so that ihe may devote his,
life to the work of the ministry.
Mr. Smi·th and his wife who owned the church
house, were baptized, so that now we have a nice
dh'urch, fine organ, a good congregwtion of Saints
and a large numher of friends in vVa<terford. This.
coming June conference will be held ·in vV aterford.
Of the fif,ty-six bap1tized in Waterford, all are·
grown and the majority of them ar·e married people.
Of the many •biessings God bestowed upon us in
Vlaterford, permit me •to ci<te you to a few.
Mr. A. W. Brown, a very ,fine young man, one·
who was a l·eading spirit in ·the ·town, attended our
meetings, and one night he informed me that as
far ·as :he had power to understand, lh'e was satisfied·
rthat the Latter Day Saints wer·e preaching the gospel; "•but," said he, "I am not sure that I ought to
obey, hut if God will give me a knowledge of my
duty, I wiH obey Him."
I felt different while talking to him ·to wha:t I
had ever felrt when talking to any other one I had
conversed with. I looked him in the face ·and said,
"Go with me and pray, and if God docs not satisfy
you. I shall never ask you to be baptized."
He replied, "I will go. \Vhen shall we go?"
"Now," I said.
It was the evening of rthe .fourth of Sept•emher,
1888. \!V e walked ·ou.t inrto the country and while
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:lihe stars were shining, and the pale moon shed her
light on the lonely noad, we turned to •the roadside,
and beside a stump fenc·e we bowed in solemn
prayer. Both breathed a prayer to "our Father."
\Ve arose. I spoke not a word, ibut saw tha:t he
was affeoted. At last he said: ''0, Elder Evans,
this is enough! I am now convinced, and :am determined to serve God. I care not if every friend I
have turns coldly from me, from tlh'is hour I devote
my life to <the service, of my Creator. The following
night I .baptized him. Since thM !hour Bro. Brown
has proven his faith by his works.
One of the many cases of !healing in Wa1berford
I will now relate: Mrs, North •heard the gospel and
believed it, •but felt sad to rt!hink she was so delicate
tha.t she could not 'be baptized. She had been a
grerat suffer~er for many years, and hard doctored
with many of ·tlh'e most celebr<llted ·physicians of the
country, but dbta•ined no relief.
I told her that our God never gave a commandment for his children to obey, and t•hen caused 1Jhem
pain or killed them because they obeyed it. I related
how I had baptized a man in ice water from the well
who had been given up to di·e 'by tih'e doctors, and
that he was better after baptism than before.
She, wi1th her husiband consented to be baptiz.ed.
It was a very cold day. Deep snow and ithick ice
were on the river, but we <Shoveled the snow, cut
t!h'e ice, •and lifted her into •the water. Her !husband
was 'baptized at •the same time with some others.
I was in Waterford a month ago, and saw Sister
North, and she is now a strong woman. The roses
of health are blooming on her face, and she
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told me that from the 1hour of h-er baptism she had
never had a pain, not even a hewda,che. I could
mention other c:ases w:here marvelous cur,es have
been effected lby the power of God· in Waterford
branch, but time and space tell me I must >bring
my autobiography to a 'conclusion.
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CHAPTER XXI.
My First Visit to the Once Proud City of Nauvoo.
I was preaching· in the town of Blenlheim on the
6th of November, when a telegram .from my brother
Thomas -reached me saying, "Father died this morning a,t my home." I hurried :thither and found 1Jh'e
!house full of weeping friends. The Church of England and Methodist preachers ·preached ·the funeral
sermon over father's remains, wlhen we conveyed
11im to London where he sleeps the sleep of the
pure, the true and :the bnave. He had been ailing
for years, but yet h:is death was unex•pected. He
was reclining in his ·easy dh'air when he requested
them to help him to the lounge that he might r•est.
His last words were •to mo1Jher. He said, "Mother,
stand firm in the gospel, and permit no power 1:o
lead you from duty." Elder A. Leverton gave him
the Sacrament of 1Jh'e Lord's Supper. This was the
l·ast tha1t entered !1is mou:th. When he realized that
his time was come, he placed 'his handkerchief over
his face and passed away to be witth' the blessed.
Elder Richard Howlett conducted :the funeral services in London.
February, r889, I had preached and !baptized a
numb~r in the city of St. T:homas, •among 1them Mr.
William Strange. He was a leading Methodist, and
one of the bus-inessmen of :tlhe city. Our success
raised the ire of Rev. Dr. Ailswor:th, a Methodist
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divine of very super•ior ability. He waited until I
left the city, then commence.d a >tirade of abuse
against the Latter Day Saints. Bro. Strange wrote
me and I replied, telling him to wr~te the reverend
gentleman, giving him an epitome of our faith and
doctrine, and ask :him to name his sulbject and meet
us in >honora·ble debate. He refus·ed to meet us,
but •Sitated that he would lecture on Mormonism till
he had killed it. So thinking that he mean:t business, 'I hastened to St. Thomas to ,be pres·ent at the·
·funeral.
I arrived in >time to Esten to his second l-ecture.
The beautiful large churdh' was crowded. According to previous arrangement as I entered the.
church the usher brought me up to the minister's
family pew, right in fl'Ont of the preacher. The plot,
as I afterw!ard learned, was to place me tlhere, so
'that the lec'turer could point me out and show the
people a real live Mormon elder.
I satt there ;taking notes and when his r·everence
gave me a har-d hit I would look him fair in the eyes
and •then he would get ·excited, lose !his place and
s•cold me more.
Well, he told us what Mrs. Stenhouse had to
say about Joseph Smith, forge.tting .to inform his
hearers that she was at the time of Joseph's death
only a child. She was born the year the Book of
Mormon was printed and given to the reading
world. She had not heard .a Saint speak till five
years aft·er Joseph's dea•tlh. She set foot on the
American cont,inent for tre first time in 1856, just
twelve years after Joseph had gone· to rest. The
rea·der will readily. see tihat Fanny Stenhouse is not
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a competent wi,tness e.ither for or :agains:t Jos.eph
Smith. This book, with others of like stamp, were
his great witnesses.
To make t1h'is story s:hort, l~et me say that the
·reverend gentleman d<id as much good, for 11e advertised our work, caused ;hundreds to .come and
hear me, until night aft,er night cr:owds were rt:urned
from our hall, unable to gain even standing r:oom.
I baptized ten ~the week of his lecture, and a number
since. If he .buried Latter Day ;Saintism, :then there
has been a resurrection :s:ince, for we hiave a branch
there of s·eventy odd members, amd one of his most
influential members is now the presiding elder of the
La;tter Day Saints' Church in tihat city.
In March, while preaching in Blenheim with
Elder John H. Lake, I was requested by t!he citizens
to lecture on temperance. I complied wit:h t1heir
requeSit and a crowded house greeted me. Next
morning the secretary of the Women's Ohri·stian
Temperance Union :sent me a polite note express:ing
their thanks for my e:ff.ort on the side of right; also
informing me tha,t if I would consent to ddiver another lecture on temperance, they would secure the
largest hail in the place, so more could :hear me, but
I was obliged to decline their offer, and left the
following day, to fill appointments already made in
Chatham.
I was afterwards informed tha:t at the
meeting of the temperance peopl·e in Western
ada our feeble efforts were ref:erred ·to and :the line
of demar·cwti:on was plainly drawn between the
Latter Day Saints and Sa:lt Lake Mormonism. Th'is
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has ·done much for our work, for t!he rema-rks of their
meeting went far and near.
Monday, March r8th, Bro. John H. Lake and
the writer left ChCllbham, Canada, for St. Joseph',
Missour<i, to a'ttend the general conference. We
called at Plano, Illinois, met with the Saints there,
and preached in .their nice stone church. From there
we went to Montrose, Iowa, preached in •the Saints'
church, :and while there I was permiHed to baptize
three persons 1i:n ·the swift lblue wa1ters of t'he M.ississipi river. As we stood on the bank of the
"Father of Waters" gazing over it, we saw ttlh'e ruins
of the once proud city of Nauvoo. I longed to enter
inside the dty of the Saints. Bro. Lake expressed
his wiHingness ·to go over the river, so we 'crossed in
a small boa>t. We took the river road leading to
the town, and entered the old mi,lJ now fallen :and
decayed. I thought as I traversed t~he :old paiths
leading from the large 'brick residence hard by,
now grown indi·stinct with weeds, oh, how many
happy people walked ·these roads and paths! How
often the songs of Zion were sung while the old
mill was grinding ,1Jhe gol•den grain! Now many
of the hands that wroug,M in the old mill, many of
the feet that ,trod these paths, lie in the silent 'tomb
'neath the whispering trees!
As \Ve traveled up 'the road, Bro. Lake said,
pointing to a brick house, "There is the house where
Hyrum Smith .H ved." A,t once my mind was bent
on entering the house. Bro. Lake said, "I think
you had .better not try, for I am of the opinion that
you will not be permit>ted to enter." Said I, "Here
goes fo·r a trial," I1~ walke·d on while I walked ttD
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and knocked art the door. A lady opened it and
invited me .to enter. I inquired if this was the
house where Hyrum Smith once lived? She said,
"Yes, sir, and he dug the weH in the yard out there:"
We convers·ed for a time, when I requeSited the
priv·ilege of getting a ·drink from the old well. She
said, "Stay her·e while I go and fetch the water."
\Vhen alone I could not refrain from 1bowing to offer
a silent prayer in the house where once lived this
great and good man. The woman entered the room
bearing a glass of sparkling wa1ter; I drank, and
w•hen about to leave, she handed me a small stone
taken from the well, saying, "Sir, take this as a
relic from t·he weLl of one of the best men that ever
lived in Nauvoo." She was not a La1tter Day Sa,int,
but ·claimed thalt the Sai.nts were, in the mcuin, good
people, and that they were m-treat·ed. From tlh'ere
we jumped ·the fence and cut a piece from the doorst•ep of Joseph Smith's old s1tJore. W·e then called
on Bro. Thomas Revel, of Nauvoo, who kindly conducted us to many parts of the city. We stood on
the sacred spot where once stood 1the N:a:uvoo t-emp}e, but alas l it has fallen, and now aJll that is 1eft
to tell the ·story of its magnificence is lthe stone wen
that furnished t1he water ~or ,the /baptismal font.
vV e lowered the old buck·et, drew up water and
drank. I had read of Jacoib's well, and others of
holy writ, but as I stood ·by 'this one, memory's
hand was reachi:ng backward to •t,h'e scenes of other
clays and the revelations concerning this place. I
extraoted a small srtone from the side of the well,
turned and left the spot.. Bro. Rev·el pointed out
many places of interest to us, and then we entered
1
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the Nauvoo mansion This dilapidarted hous·e was
once the happy rhome of Joseph Smith and his farmiiy.
W·e went into every room from the ground floor to
the garret. We ·entered the room where s:till stands
Joseph's secretary. In it :are mamy old papers, and
best of all we saw •the large rand well marked Bibie
said •to :have been Joseph Smith's family Bible.
From those pages he Iearned fast the way of tihe ·
LoPd, and this book was his companion in his private hours. Oh, how I longed for one page of this
sacred hook bearing •a pencil mark from <the hand
of •the greaJtest tman who •h'as stood' upon God's gr•een
earth in rthe nineteenth century! But I felt it was
useless to ask, for I saw in Bro. Reve'l's fac,e something that seemed rto say, "A charge to keep I have."
·I was permitted to 1take a peibhle fr:om the side of rihe
old stone well in the shed, .and a splinter from one
of •th'e boards of .the house. We left the old home
·and passed to "the spot where the two martyrs lay."
We were brought to the spot where i-t •is said tlhe
sa·cred dead sleep. On the s•pOtt marked out as Joseph's tomb I saw a Ely growing. I knew nature
had •planted this emiblem of purity there, and I dug
it up by the roolts. The roots of th'at -lily remained
in my swt-chel ·till I reached 'home, May 14th, when
·I plwnted it in my garden where it grew a foot high
last summer. I was then ·directed to Emma's grave;
she who was ·the wife of trhe martyr, and mother of
our present proplmt. I dipped a twig from .a li.lac
that grew thereon. With a silent pmyer that we
may he wor.thy to meet 'the pure dead th<llt lie here
w'hen the Savior •oomes, we left :the place. 0, Joseph, though I plucked the lonely plant from thy
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g:mve, metJhinks •today were every one for whom you
.spoke a kind word and performed a kind deed to
plant one frail sweet flower there, thou wou1ds.t
sleep tonight beneath a wilderness of roses.
From the silent city where lie t:he lbnave, the
pure, and the good, we went to see all that remai'ns
of the Nauvoo house. One corner of this magnificent building is occupied 'by Major Bidamon. The
reading world is acquaint·ed with 1this celebrated
man, so I will say but little concerning him. His
hair is silvered over with the snow of many winters;
his once noble form now stoops with' the weig;ht of
years; his c·heerful smile t•eHs us 1that lhe has not
forgotten the gladsomeness of the spring-time of
youth; his interesting stor•ies prove that he has
still in memory ~the scenes of the summer-:time :of
life; his frailty shows that the autumn of life is
dosing with him, and according to natural law, the
winter frosts will soon ·chill i!he warm blood of life,
and ,the snow of :death will ere long block up £or
him its path.
His testimonies concerning Joseph' 'the Martyr
being a grand and pure man, and of Emma being a
true and noble woman, •and of young Joseph, Alexander and David being good dutiful boys, were encouraging to me. Tears ,filled the grand old man's
eyes, as we stood by ·the very 'bed upon which Emma
died. Said he, pointing to the bed, '"Twas there
the purest woman died." He ·showed us many relics,
among them the heel upon whioh' the Martyr Josep•h
·slept the last night •in Nauvoo. I begged a piece
of a kholb around which the rope used to go, con·neote:d with the bedstead. Bro. Revel kindly gave
1
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us a small piece of the corner stone of tihe Nauvoo
and we bade him a·dieu, left the fallen ·Cicy
and returned to Montros.e, :thinking of what mi)S1ht
have been •if God's childr·en had obeyed the counsel
of God, through the prophet Joseph Smi·th.
Froin Montrose we went to Keokuk. Leaving
Bro. Lake at Bro. B. F. Durfee's I took train ~or
Carthag•e, Illinois, arriving there I took a 'bus and
was •driven to the jail where JosepH and Hyrum
wer·e assassinated.
After some conversation at the door I was permitted to enter. Tihe jail is now a fine residence,
and we were politely informed that "as so many had
called to see the room w1here •the prophet and his
brother were foully murdePed, tha:t papa h:ad decided to admit none into the house who came to see
t'ha:t room." I informed the young lady that I came
all the way from London, Canada, and •that I would'
like much to see the room.
"Well," said she, "Elder Evans, I will make you
a privileged party. Come in."
'vV e ascended the stairs together, turned and'
faced a door, pointing to which· she said, "Look at
the putty in that cavity. Through that spot went
the bullet ;that laid Hyrum Smith low."
They have placed putty in ·the 'buUet-holes and'
paJinted the door. \V e entered <the room.
Said my £air guide, "The room is just a:bout as
it was when .the Smiths were killed, only we carpeted the room floor so as to hide from view the
blood-stains in the floor, for you know the floor is
all covered wit.h'· blood :and we can not get it out."'
There stood a bed in the same place where one·
~emple,
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.stood under whioh John Taylor rolled while t:ihe
mob from uhe: door :conti>nued to ,fire upon him. I
opfned and looked out of the window from which
Joseph fell. On the window-sill is cut the
name Smith. I begged a nail from this window,
walked out into the yard and stood upon the spot
where fell the prophet of God. I ha·d a long conversation with my gui:de :and left the place feeling thankful that though' the Seer had passed within •the veil.
God has remem'bered his 'people, and from :the see,d
of :the martyr has raised up one •that is mighty and
.strong to lead his ·peopie home.
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CHAPTER XXII.
Some Remarkable Miracles Obtained Through the
Beneficence of God.
Joined Elder Lake and :anr,ived in Farmington,
Iowa. Preached there for th'e Saints, and went to
the old hall where John H. Lake preached his first
sermon in r86r.
. We arrived in Lamoni, Iowa, on March 23rd,
remained with the Saints ,there for s~even :clays, and
I preached s~ix discours,es while theJ:'ie. I enjoyed
my visit in Lamoni very mucih. I met with many
of the warriors of the ~gospel army. As I saw them
coming to the house of God I <thought, this is but a
foretaste of the joys that await th'e "tempted, the
tried and ~the true." We were permitted to vis<it iJhe·
home of President Joseph Smith. He was a:bsent
on a mission, but his wife and hmily giave us a
hearty welcome. Sister Smith gave me a smaU
pi~ece of crystal of H1e Martyr's watch as it was
found by his wife in his ves1t pocket ~crushed by the
bullets.
\V c were made vvekome at the Saints' publishing
house. Pres. W. vV. Blair gave us a welcome to~
the editorial room, where we spent a pleasa,nt time.
Indeed, every one seemed to give us a smHe of welcome, and life was made pleasant f.qr us while we
remained in Lamoni.
We arrived· in St. Joseph, Missouri, on Aprit
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5th, and I preached 1that night in a fine churc:h1 called
"Unity Church .."
During the general conference I was the guest.
of brother and sister Gardner. Their hospita.lity is
remembered with pleasure. After the conference
I remained nine days in St. Joseph by ,r-equest and'
preached wi.th Elder Mark H. Forscutt. My associahon with Elder Forscutt and the St. Joseph brancm
is still remembered. I trust that he who remem··bereth the widow's mi<te will kindly reward them
for their kindness to me.
I made a flying visit to Independence, Missouri,
and Armstrong, Kansas. Met with the Saints and
saw many of the Canada Saints who had stood the
storms with us in the early clays of London branc!h,
preached at each of t1he above places, and ldt for
Galien, Michiga,n. I met Elder Bond in 'Chicago.,
and together we traveled to Galien. We were m-e,t
at the station by Bishop George A. Blakeske, to
whose home we repaired. I remained at Galien
several days. Bishop Lak·eslee drove me around,
and I felt at home, for both :the Bishop and his
family did all they could to make me happy.
vV ent with Elder Willard J. Smith to Bucha,nan,.
preached twice ther·e. In company with Elders vV.
J. Smith and ·F. M. Sheehy I visited Clear Lake,
Indiana, and Coldwater, l\1ichigan. Had a good'
time preaching and visi·ting with the Saints; and'
to add, to our pleasur·e we met Elder
:Scott, whom·
to know is <to admire.
\V e left Indiana 1and arrived in St. Thomas,.
Ontario, on t·he 15th day of May. The next day I
reached my ow1n home a:nd found all welL The next·
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day I planted <th'e root taken from Joseph Smith's
:grave. If i;t lives this summer many wi.ll :have a
sprout, and it shall be ~called Jof:e:ph's lily.
In July, 1889, while preaching in St. Thomas,
I was met in the street by a young man. Said he,
''Elder Evans, my wife and I have attended your
meetings and wt> both believe that you ·preach the
gospel in its purity. My wife is very sick with
diphtheria. The doctor has done all possi,bie for
her, .and we fear s'he is dying. She managed to tell
me to go and ask you .to come and administer to
her." I told him I would get Elder Wm. Strange,
and we would be a:t ~his home ·in one hour. We went,
and tJhe Spirit of the Lord was with us in the administration. She was healed, 1threw away the
medicine, and in just one week from the day we
administered to th'er I bap1tized both the man and
his wife. T:he brother's name is Charles Furgeson.
His wi.fe is now the lea<ding alto singer in the London branch choir. They reside in London now.
Dr. Corlis, of St. Thomas, was the physician that
attended her during her sickness.
While visiting the Niagara Falls, in August,
with Bro. R. C. Longhurst, a doctor called on me
to deliver a speech before a ·party of visitors. We
were in the public park near the, Falls. The question
was ~asked, "Is there a God?"
I took for my :t·ext the flowers at my feet, the
<trees at my side and t'he Niagara Falls before me,
and felt that nature !brought us up to Nature's God
and gave to dark infideHty the lie. All fdt well,
and some who were present, I am informed, are
:anxious to have. me go and preach where they live.
1
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like t•he little Hebrew Maid's, find a lodgment in
some noble :hear.t, as !hers did in the heart of the
captain of the Syrian <army.
In Sept·ember my little hoy, six year's old, was
playing around a horse when he was kicked in the
face, turning him completely over. 1-I.e was thrown
some feet and alig:Mecl on his forehead, the gravel'
taking the skin off his forehead and nose to the bone.
They picked him up and carried him home. When
he reached the yard gate h'e said, "Pleas.e sir, let me
down. I'll walk, 'cause if my mamma sees you
carrying me, all over blood, s.he will think I am
killed."
They helped him in. I happened to be at home
and met them at the door. The ch'ild was covered
with blood. I undressed him, laid him on the :ta·ble
and washed him clean, and saw that one calk of the
hors·e's s'hoe had cut a deep gash right into the jaw.
'L:he other calk cut him near the right eye. By the
time he was washed, a number were in the hous·e,
several of whom said "Oh', do go for a doctor to·
sew up those wounds!" Others said, "Get some
plaster and bind the cuts :together." Some said one
. :Dhing and some said another, when little Willie
opened :his eyes, looked at me and said, "Papa,
please do not go for a doctor, but just 'minister to
me with Jesus' oil, and God will make me better!'
The child's faith made me strong, I told my
Lizzie to get th:e consecrated oil, which I poured into
a :bowl, saturated some cloths and ·bound up his
~hea,d; then put him :to bed. We had hard work to
keep him awake. About two o'clock in the morning
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he began to say all manner of strange things. I
saw that he wa.s ·in a great fever and feared it was
going to his bnain. I went into a dark room alone
and prayed that God would !bless me with the spirit
·of faith. I felt biessed, came out, administered to
him as the law directs. He wen:t off into a sound
sleep and awoke next morning about nine o'clock,
got up and dressed himself. vV e kept him in the
house for a few clays, and t·hen we let him out to
·play. The wounds healed and there is no scar on
his faoe now.
In October, I baptized Mrs. George Clayton in
St. 'Dhomas. For years she was troubled with fits,
but since her baptism has never been troubled with
them and enjoys better health .than ever before.
I wish to draw this autdbiography to ·a dose, so
will pass over many other things that I have seen
and heard, and will ·conclude by giving the reader
a;n account of two more miracles, then give one
testimony in defence of the Book of Mormon and
then I will close.
Bro. and Sr. Robert C. Longhurst were ·the first
to unite with the church in Vanessa, Norfolk county,
Ontario. Ahout one year after I had baptized them
Sr. Longhurst gave birth to a little girl. Shortly
after the baby was born Dr. Taggart, of Waterford,
wa.s called in and tol.d Bro. Longhurst he did not
think the dhild would live until morning. She was
. >;. weak little girl and was born a cripple----'one o·f
her feet the doctor said would always be crippled
i,f she lived. There ·did not seem •to be any ankle
.bone, at least .they could feel none; wihen the child
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would stretch out the iittle foot would lie up against
her limb.
Since writing tlhe above, I wrote the parents of
the child asking them to write ·the account of the
baby's foot, and I ih·ere insert tiheicr reply:
"Dr. Taggart was here shortly after the baby
was born, .and said he did not think it would Eve
until morning, and when ihe examined the foot he
said, "Th'e child if she liv·es will never 1be able to
use it as 'it is." He advised us to have it operated
on as soon as the child got strong enough and offered to go with us ·to the :best physkian in Toronto;
at :the .same time telling us he would not attempt to
operate on it !himself, he said the best physicians
could never make the joint perfect, but that she
would always be a crippl·e.
It grieved us much rto 'think that o.ur only girl
would be· .a oripple for life. We had obeyed the
gospel, and decided ·to place our darling in t!he
hands of the 'Great Physician.' Bro. John H. Lake
and R C. Evans administered to her as <t!he law
directs, and each' mor.ning I would anoint rt:he foot
with the conseorated oil. Vv e felt 'to have her administered to again, and Elder R. C. Evans and vV.
J. Smith :anointed the foot with oil, Bro. Evans
praying aloud as they placed their !hands upon her.
After the prayer was over Bro. Evans told us that
he felt ·the child would be healed, and it was so.
The child is now alive and wdl. No one, not even
the doctors can tell the difference in the two feet
Dozens of people kn:ow !Jhe condition 't:he child was
in, and that it is now perfect in ev·ery joint. Some
time after the administration the doctor came, pro1
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nounced the foot and ankle perfect, and said, 'There
has been three quarters of an inch of bone formed
since bir,i!h, but I do not know iby what power it is
clone. This much I know, ~the cihild was a cripple
and now she is healed.' "
The parents of the child aTe still living in Vanessa, Ontario, and Dr. Taggart still resides in
\V aJterford, same county.
I wish ~to relate one more case of healing. Sr.
Geo. Everett, London branch, had been afflicted for
fiv·e years. Some five years ago s'he felt a small
lump in :her right rbreast, she feh pain at times and
the lump becwme hard, and continued ~to ~row until
it was as large as a small hen's egg. By this time
·iher 1breast !had swollen to twice the size of the other,
and many thought it was a tumor, others a cancer.
Bw. Everett advised her to go to a celebrated doctor and have the lump cut out) but one day she was
impressed to !be administered 1to according to the law
of God. She sent for me and I administered to her,
and the Spirit of the Lord fell upon us so :tlhat a:ll
in .1Jhe house were blessed, 'the pain ceased, the
swelling subsided and she felt well again. The
second morning after 'Dhe administration S!he examined the breast and could feel no lump. :Some
months hav~e passed away and she yet feels all
right. Tihis afternoon, while talking to her, she
said, "Bro. Richard, you :have my consent to tell
to the world t'hat I was healed by the power of
God."
A short ~time ago Bro. Frank Falkner, of <this
city, was taken. very skk wit·h brain fever and other
afflictions. He became delirious and ~it took five
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strong people to hold him and in trying to get away
he broke the bed down. T:he doctor gave him morphine to put him to sleep, but 1t took no eff,ect.
Eiders Lake and Howlett administered to him and
at once he was restor,ed to his rig1ht mind. He continued to be sick, however, and while walking or
talking would go into a sound sleep in a moment.
Elder Howlett and I administered to him, and
he feLt some better. Two weeks ago he ,came with
his mother 1to church; we administered <to hiJlll there
and he was entirely !healed and has never since had
an attack. His wife, who was an educated Roman
Catholic, saw the hand of God in this miracle and
ba'S since been baptized. I baptized her last Friday
night.
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CHAPTER XXIII.

A Vision Which Inspired Me With Greater Zeal.
I wish now to give the wri't.er an account of a
vision I had concerning the Book of Mormon. One
Sunday niglht, ·in the month of November, 1885, I
was preaching on the Divine Authenticity of th;;
Book of Mormon. While the first hymn was being
.sung the noted deteotive Hodge and his wife came
in. I th'ad never spoken to them at that tt,ime, and
I think it was <the fi.rst time they had ever been to
·ohurch. The meeting clo'Sed and all retired to their
homes. After reaching my home I thought how
thankful I would be if God would give me a special
evidence with reference to the Hook of Mormon.
I believed from the testimony of the Bible, American antiquities, etc., •that the Book of Mormon was
a revelation from God, but I longed to be able to say,
by some other way, that I know it is of God.
Time came to retire and we bowed in pray·~r
around the family altar. W:hile in prayer I was
carried to a cooper shop where I saw a man whom
I seemed to know as t:he prophet Joseph Smitth, in
the act of wrapping up a set of pla•tes in some old
garment. He placed them tin a pile of straw, or
something else, and left them there. I saw the plates
·or a small part of the end of them, and felt convinced
that those were the plates on which were written the
vVord of God-contained in the Book of Mormon.
Juclge of my joy, clear reader, when some seven
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his mother, and from that 'book learned that Joseph
did at one time hide t<he plates in the loft of a cooper
.shop, placing them in a quantity of flax to hide them
from a mob.
V•/hile in the spirit I seemed 1to be carried £rom
the cooper shop to tJhe city of London. I stopped
before a large brick house before the Court House,
opened the door, went through 'the house and came
to the stairs leading to the rooms a'bove. I went
into a room, saw a woman bowing a:t !her 1bedside,
and 'heard iher praying in reference to the la:tte,r day
work, and asking God to give her eviclenoe concerning the divinity of :the Book of Mormon. After listening to 1the prayer and noticing the room I recognized the woman to he Detective Hodge's wife. I
turned, left the room. and found myself bowing a:t
my bedside, where I had gone to pray with my wife.
I then 'told her all I lhad s~een in my vision. Dear
reader, I would ~have given all I had in 1the world
if I had dared to go to Mrs. Hodge, and tell her all,
and ask her if she was praying, but fearing that I
might he deceived by a false spirit I decided to let
time unravel the mystery.
The nex1t night there was a meeting at Sr.
Hunt's residence, and I attended that meeting. Tlhe
house was orowcled, and to my surprise and joy in
walked Mrs. Hodge.
I felt the Spirit rest upon me, arose, a:nd addressing 'her, I sa,icl, ''Madam, I wish to relate 'to you
a vision that I had last night. You are ~he only
person on earth wiho knows as to whetlher it is true
or false. If false, I wish you to denounce 1t hefore
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this congregation; if 'true, I wish you to say so in
this meeting. I then described the house both inside
and out, the winding st<iirs and ;the way up ·to the
room, tlhe furniture of the room, the clothing on
the walls, and even the ·quilt on the bed. I 3!lso
descri'bed :her appearance as she prayed, and repeat·ed ,to her parts of her pray·er. To make :a long
story a short one, let me say that Mrs. Hodge in
tears, acknowledged •that all I said a:nd described
was correct. The next night, if I remember rig1Mly,
I baptized her, and one week after I b3!ptized her
husband, and soon afterwards :taptized :his uncle,
and later on Elder Howlett ba;ptized the Detective's
sister.
This wi1th many other evidences whidh I have
since received proves to me that the Book of Mormon is of .Divine Origin and that Joseph Smith was
a chosen servant of God.
Dear reader, I do not wish you to think tha:t I
have embodied an account of a;ll the miracles I have
seen, nor that I have written of all the blessings
kind heaven has showered in my presence, for like
one of other clays, I can say, "Goodness and
mercy have followed me all the days of my life."
I have written t 1his short sketdh by reqneSit of che
editor or "Autumn Leaves," with the prayer that
God will use it as a means to strengthen the weak,
cheer the fa:int, convince the dou1bting, and inspire
with greater zeal the soldiers of tihe cross all along
the line.
\Vhatev·er faults that may ·be found in the composition of this my fi.rst sketch, I trust they who
criticiz·e, will ·deal kindly with me remem'bering that
www.LatterDayTruth.org

ELDER R. C. EVANS

127

.the most o£ t!he learning tha:t I have has 'been ac,quired after hard days' work.
The foregoing pag·es conta,in my autobiog:raphy
.up to lvbrch 7th, 1890. Sinoe that time from year
to year many persons have requested me, in England, United States and Canada, 1to bring th:e history
up to dwte, and I have consented to try and r~espond
to this request.
I may state here, rtiliat since the publicat,ion of
all the marvelous cases of 'healing contained ,in the
fmmer pages, I have :had many of those restored by
the power of God to ~confirm the testimonies ·herein
related before magistrates under oath and I hold
those ·papers.
Tlhe latt,er part of Mar,ch I spent in Cha:tiham,
Ontario, preaching almost every night and baptized
:a number.
I returned home April 2nd, and ldt London for
Lamoni, Iowa, ·conference.
Pres. Jos,eph Smilt!l1 appointed Father Whitehead
and I to go and administer to Bishop Blakesly's
wif.e. YVhen returning from ·the adminstration in a
carriage Father VVhit6head stopped the hmse, stood
erect in 1the carriage, and with his face aglow with
a strange light, deJiv,ered a prophecy to me. My
heart was made glad in t·hat angels were protecting
me, and that if fait'hful I would he permitted to see
heavenly messengers and convers·e wit1h them.
During ·the conference I preached three times,
then went to Indepcndence,Mo.,preached there three
times, and was called ~to Knobnoster, Mo., w!her.e I
preached to large congregations in the Opera House.
I remained there twelve days and 'baptized a num1
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ber. Returning on my homeward trip I prea,ooed
in Kansas City, Independence, Chicago, Galien, and
Detroit, Mich., to large and attentive cong.rega,tions
in nearly ·every place. While walking to Zone
conference from Bothwell station, June 7th', 1901,
I wrote the following song, which I sung hefore a
large gathering of friends on the occasion of the
2oth anniversary of our wedding, June 9th, 1901 :
A TRIBUTE.
Twenty years hav·e glided o'er us,
Since we stood in life's young bloom,
Clasping hands in God's pure temple,
l\•Iaking vows as brid•e and groom.
Strength and beauty, love and virtue,
Crowned your brow •that eve in June,
God had graced you with great wisdom,
Ere yo\.1 reached life's sunny noon.
j\'femory's eye looks o'er the decades,
Viewing scenes of •peace and joy,
Busy hands and timely counsel,
Help-mate thou without alloy.
vVhen the road was roug1h and thorny,
And the storms were loud and high,
Then you stood 'mid doud and billow
Like an angel fr~m <the sky.
God has rblessed our :holy union,
Giv.ing us a girl and iboy,
Eaclh like blossoms sweet and fragr.at1\
Fill our home with love :and joy.
Willie, nearly eighteen summers,
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Lizzie, fourt,een years has seen,
May tJhey ever more do honor,
To their mother, and my queen.
In the scale of years I've weighed you,
Measured by the trod of time,
Here before our God and people,
I ,rejoice because you're mine.
Y~ears !have made you faif'er, dearer,
Perfected your gifts so rare,
Heaven help me to 'he worthy,
Ever more your love to s'hare,
The "London News" has the following to say of
tha:t pleasant occasion :
"Elder R. C. Evans and wife celebrated ttihe 2oth
anniversary of their wedding on Tuesday. Their
pretty home at 474 Adelaide Streelt was enl~ved by
the presence of about :ninety fr1ends, many of w1hbm
came from the States. As a result, china abounds
all over the house. A diamond ring was a:lso pr,esented 'to Mr. Evans during the evening. The company 'broke up at an early hoUir with many expressions of tlheir esteem for their host 1and hosli:ess. Mr.
ami Mrs. Evans left on a trip east."
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CHAPTER XXIV.

How We Erected a Church in St. Thomas.
My next la<bor was ~n St. Th1omas. Shontly after
I :had started work ~her·e I had a dream, in which
l was shown a lot on which I was di,rec•ted to e;r.ect
a church building. I soon discover·ed the owne:r of
tthe l'ot, and made arrangements on fai:th and good
promises made me to 'purchase that lot. We wen1t
to work, and I work·ed with many others, a1most
night and day until two months af,ter I' turned the
first sod. I preached the opening s:ermon of a nice
new brick churdh. I worked at a:lmost every part
of ·the 'building, 'helping to excava:te the foundation,
laying stone, brick, carpentering, and painting, and
was nearly :blinded with :the sun while shingling on
the 1100£; ibut the L·ord blessed us and wfiile che
women 'could nrolt ·do :heavy work, 'tfuey made
lunches and ·some of them actually assisted in putting on ,J!he lath', and the Lord blessed us with harmony and peace and many were brought into the
church. After the Oc·tober confePence, I was placed
on a Committee to collect money to put a brick
foundation under 1Jhe London ,church and also to
veneer the main body of the church wi·th: brick.
This was ac·complished by many :a ha1rd days toil,
and my fingers was ibound in 1rags for the rough
bricks soon wore them to the bone, but we were
happy because we were successful. During this
time ·the Lord blessed us, and one nig:ht 'While at
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prayer, I was blessed wi·th ·the singing of 11Jongues.
Herewith I submit t1he interpretation of the
tongues:

A VOICE OF WARNING.
Tune : "The Dying Nun."
I would speak unto my people,
I would counsel and advise,
For I willelth not that any
Should my law and ~ra·ce despise.
I have shielded and protected
T,hroug~h' long yea.rs of cold and heat,.
I. am willing still to bless you
If the cov•enant you will keep.
Think how often I 'have spoken,
T1hink of power I've disploayed,
\i\lhen in fait!h you came ·before me
I have always comfort gave.
In •the hour of pain and skkness,
In the t10ur of dark des•pa·ir,
In 1t!he siJ.ent :hom of midnight,
\Vhen you called I heard Y,OUr prayer.
Hearken unto me, my people,
I have spoken unto you;
0, poss·ess your souls in parbienc•e,
Be ye faithful, kind and true.
Lift your lhead and ope' your vision;
See, my ·aoming's neaJr at :hand;
Live 1in peace with one another,
Soon you'll dwell at my right hand.
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In November I was called to Belding on an errand
of mercy. Sunday morning I attended the Methodist churcih, and by the resident parson was requested
to preach. I did so and the Lmd stood by me. Ttne
result was, I was r·equested tto hold a series of meetings and accordingly secured an old vac<l!nt ·chur·ch·
Hundreds ·came tto hear. The res•ident parsons of
the town were aroused and finally came out against
me, 'but I answered every atta.ck made both on the
platform and throug1h the press, ma·de many friends,
baptiz·ed dghteen, and was ·called away to t<l!nswer
previous appointments, but ldt many be:lieving,
and r·ejoicing 'and •promised tto return.
January and February of 1901 were ·devoted to
preaching ,and delivering Temperance lectures in
different parts of Ontario. Soon after I returned to
Be1ding, preached a num'ber of sermons, baptiz·ed
some more, but ·duties in 'the Canadian fi·eld, demanding my attention, I was compelled ·to hid farewell to the Saints and friends of Belding, 1eaving
them to the ltender ca:te of the church authorities in
charge of the StaJte o£ Michiga111.
I r·eceived a letter from Lizzie the morning of
February 18th, her birthday, and wrolte the follow
ing song to the :tune of Maggie May:

·'flhe pure snow has covered tthe earth, Lizzie,
The pale moon is running ther race,
While night winds are singing a song, Lizzie,
I ·think of yonr sweet voice and face.
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The years ,thwt have g0111e since we met, Lizzie,
Are laden wi·th siOrrow and joy,
But to me you'r,e more dear tha:n you were, Lizzi~e,
When I was a young thoughtless boy.
I loved you because you were fair, Lizz,ie,
With long curly locks bright as day,
I now love 'because you ar~e pure, Lizzie,
And will while the sun sheds a ray.
You have proven yourself pure and ~t:rue, Lizzie,
Devoted and genitle through life,
And tonight before God I can say, Lizzie,
You're worthy 1:1he name, mot~her, wife.

Your biTthday ilJas come once again, Lizzie,
The twenty-eighth year of your ;age,
The years have but made you more dear, Lizzie,
Si,nce you and I were engaged.
vVhile virtue is lovely and pure, Lizzie,
And vi,ce remains hateful and cold,
I trust our lov~e will endure, Lizzie,
·while we 'both together grow old.
I was called from Waterford ~to W elland to act
as A,tltorney for Bro. George H. Henley, in 'a law
snit. The occasion for the trjaJ was as follows :
A clergyman lectured against the :cih'urch, slandering Joseph Smi,th and our faith shamefully. After
he had dismissed his meerting Bro. Henley made
reply. The parson ordered !him 't!o leave 'the cih'urch.
Bro. Henley refused to go, saying he felt tha't he
had a rig:ht to remove itlh'e false impr,essions made
against ~the dhurch, whereupon, the parson fhrea'twww.LatterDayTruth.org
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ened to throw ,h,im ~out. Bro. George weighed about
pounds, and at once his right>eous indignation
was aroused and he volunte·ered the information t1hat
ther·e was not a man in ·the !house big enoug;h to
throw him IQUit, and tihat if the parson attempted •to
put his threat into ·e)ijecution there would be something doing. Bro. Henley continued his remarks,
making many friends, ·but the parson sought vengeance, wheroeupon he •had Bro. Henley summoned
to trial. I conducted the case, examining the parson
and his witnesses, as also Bro. Henley and his
witnesses, and after making a plea before the
judge, Bro. Henley was honorably discharged and
the parson left the r·oom disgraced.
Soon af1ter this I was called to Detroit, Mich.,
to preach. When a numher had been baptized,
Elder. Hyrum Rathbun, President of ·the district, was
sent for, and on his arrival, a branclh of the church
was organized to lbe known as the ''Ev·ergre·en
Branch." I assisted in this meeting, and ever since
'done what !.could to keep the branch "Ever green."
From Detroit I went to Kirkland, Ohio, conference. vVe had a splendid conferenoe and I was permibted to preach to 1the people three times there.
From there I labored in Chicago and Galien.
At the June con[erence in Canada I was placed
in cha:rge of ·the Eastern part of ,tJh'e mission, and
Bros A. E. Mortimer and Fligg were 'to be my
traveling oompanions.
We left London for •Stratford, and ,there I
preached on the Marke:t squar•e, the public park, and
twioe in tthe dty !hall. My audiences increas·ed £rom
200 to r,soo people .. Bro. ::VIortimer was not enjoy200
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ing the <best of hea:lth and would scarcely ever speak
m·ore rthan ten minutes, and Bro. Fligg being young
and somewhat nervous did little speaking, lbut was
valiant in prayrer and singing. While there I ov·erheated rmy blood and sufferred three weeks, having
26 lboils during that time. r never sihall forget tihe
kindly trea:tmern:t rendered me in those hours of
weakness and agony by B-ros. Mortimer and Frligg,
as also Sr. Davis, whose fnneral sermon I preached
last year, after which we laid rher away on the quiet
hillside 'neath the waving maple. I remairnred at my
post preaching until the brethren would have to
take my arm rat times and lead me home. At last
I 1had !to give i,t up and go home, but I aiill ~thankful
to say thousands heard the gospel, many believed
and were rbaptiz·ed.
From Stratford we ·.three made a nortihern trip
through the northern 1branc·hes, and we accomplished
much good in Cedar VaHey, Grand Valley, Damascus and Masonville.
\rVh'en driving home from my meeting one nigh:t,
Bro. Brain met with an accident. The harness
broke when going down hill, t 1he buggy ran against
the horse, and the young !horse sta·rted to kick. Bro.
Brain's arm was 'badly 1broken. They sent for Bro.
John Taylor and myself. On our a;r.rival we found
him suffering great >agony. We then administered
to him according 1to the law of God. Tihe Lord 'heard
our prayers, the pa;in instan>tly ceased, tJh'e swelling
receded, and in a shor,t time Bro. Brain was piltcrhing hay in the barn to the great joy of the Saintsr
and himself and to the astonishment of the neighbors not of th'e faith.
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Leaving Bro. Mortimer in the nor:t:h, Bro. Fli·gg
and I arrived at Toronto Junction, 5 miles from tlhe
city of Toronto. Here we made our home with Bro.
W m. Vv ard and family. This was tlhe only pla,ce
of rest that we knew of in or near Toronto. Perhaps
a short his,tory o.f the work in Toronto 'may not be
amiss at this juncture.
Bro. Jos. Luff was baptized in London, in 1876.
He and other dders lahored some in Toronto, r·esulting in ·the baptism of Bro. Luff's. mother and
several others. Tlhey were organized inlto a little
branch and took steps !to purchase an old c'huwh.
Some money was paid on th'e property, but oonditions were such ,tha,t they had 1to give up the building. Bro. Luff moved :away, the few !Saints were
scattered, no more meetings were ·held for years.
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CHAPTER XXV.
The Organization and Work in Toronto.
After some years had glided 'by several young
sisters, from different ~country branches, came to
work in the .citty. Frederick Gregory, ~then a boy,
lately baptized, also 'came ,to ttthe dty. He it was
that called the girls together. They saved their
money, and as often as they 'coutld rtJhey would hire
a hall and send for some of us elders ,to prea,ch.
1 had been placed in charge of 'Uhe north eastern
part of ~the mission by 'Apostle }cAm H. Lake, a~nd
Toro111to's faithful !boy and earnes!t girls sent for me,
but as t 1here was no place 'to sleep in the city Bro.
Fligg 'and I lh'ad ~to walk the roads from Toro111to
Junction and back when we preached in 1tthe city
for some ,time.
On T'hursday, Septem'ber 17th, 1891, I organiz,ed
the branch in Toronto, with Fred. Gregory presiding
priest, and D. McGillivary, deacon, and the branch
was known for years as "Tihe Old Mai·ds' Branch,"
for the reason !that 1the majurity of the branch were
the country gi~rls tha:t had found employment in the
dty.
The sacrifices and hardships of tihose days may
never be known, only to God and those that suffered. Bread and water was often what kept body
and soul together, with now and then a good meal
at Bro. Wa:rd's when 1rhe hungry one was willing
to walk fiv,e miles eaclh way to oibtain it.
1
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Since :then hundreds have been baptized, four
churches have <been erected in Toronto and vicinity,
a:bout <twenty .called to the ministry, bh'ousands of
dollars collected., many thousands have heard the
gospel, 'ilhousands of sermons :and tra-cts have been
distributed throughout the city, and while we pen
.these .lines, :the wri·ter preaches to the largest congregation of any minister in <the city, and hundreds
.are being turned away unable to ob tain even stand-ing room in his meetings, notwithsltanding !he is now
occupying, and has 1been for thr.ee winters pa.s1t, one
of the 1argest <halls in the Dominion of Canada.
The albove is only a brief ihis;tory of ~the work in
Toron1to. We may later on hav.e oocasion 'to make
further reference to some of tihe mor,e prominent
-fea'tures.
I was called to Petrolea conference by telegram
from Elder Lake 1there. Bro. Lake had t:rouble wi:th
·one who :had been prom:inenlt in the work, but who
had fallen, and, as :time ;has proven, he fell to rise
no more in •this world.
Bros. Lake, A. E. Mortimer and I arrived in Cam-eron. Here we marvdously escaped being blown
to death by an explosion which occurred in the
Cameron church. To have an explos:ion in a church
perhaps is an uncommon bhing, bUit we will hasten
to relate the circums:i:Jances that might have sent us
to a premature grave. Some one had bored a large
hole in some stove wood, filled <the hole with powder
and plugged it up. The wood was placed in the
stove, a number of us surrounding t:he .stove, when
the explosion followed. No one was injured, but
1
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w.e were ,covered with ashes and 'pre1tty badly frigihtened.
'Twas in this pla;ce where 1the unwise conduct
of the 'One referr,ed ~to 'a;bove occurred, and we were
.all made to suffer (ats many ;believe) lby the iha;nd of
one wHo sought vengean:ce. Here is a case of where
the innocent suffer by reason of the guilty.
After :the conference lin Cameron Elder Mortimer
.and I prea;ched in many par:ts of tha;t 11'orth country.
We 'had .a priv,ate discussion with an English Ohurch
parson, after wihkh we bap1tized several>. On being
cailed weslt I left Bro. Mortimer to continue the
work t:here during the winter.
Mos~t of t<he wint~er of r89r-2 was devoted to
preaching in Egermont, Pwton, Grand V al1ey,
M'asonville and o!ther parts of tha1t nortihern field.
I preached nearly every nigfl:t, 'twice Sundays, many
heard the gospel and not a few wer~e baptized.
I discovered the Proton branch had not been legally organized, so 'by request, as President of che
distriC't, I organized i~t. Soon ,after I was ~colillmand
ed to build 1a church. Tlhe morning af1ter the dream
I borrowed a horse :and ,cutter, and wi,t:hin two days
I had money, ma1terial and labor promised, ;sufficient to bu~ld a church.
The following morning I removed 'the first shovel
of snow (tihen two feet deep on the level) from the
church sHe, and by nig1ht we had :the snow off 'i:he
lot, the post ,holes dug and 'the post in pla~ce, and
great timbers fm the sills cut in 1tihe woods and
dnawn to the dhurch lot.
Bro. Wm. McMurdo gave t:he lot for 'the diurch
site, John McMurdo dona1ted the adjoining lot for
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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a cemetery, and 'mid frost and .snow the good Sa:ints
in the buslh, saw miM, and on 'the churdh lot 'Sa!ng
the songs. of Zion and erected the 'c1hurch, and I !h.Clld
the honor of preaching t\he dedicwtory sermon in
the. new ohunch the neX!t spring. Elder JC~Jmes McLean was ·then, and is now, the honored President
of that branch.
vVIhile in ·tha:t ·section of 'the country, a small boy
was playing with some other cihildren, they ran
away from him, 1h'e fo1lowed, they slammed tlhe
heavy door till the la!tch dosed it securely. Tihe boy
screamed, a:nd the mother ran, seeing the hoy in
one room, 'the door dosed tightly, and the child!'s
fingers on :the other side of tihe door. He had tried
to catch' 1the door, but i<t dosed on his fingers. The
father told me :tJhe fingers were broken. He wrapped them in cotton and sent for me. On my arrival
I administered ·to the child as :the law of God directs.
The pain stopped, the cotton was removed ~and the
entire soreness was gone. The next day the ·child
was out playing 1as if notJhing had happened when I
called to see him.
Thus passed the winter of 1892-3, happy and
busy.
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CHAPTER XXVI.
Revisiting Scenes of My Childhood.
ln the spring, as London district delega:be to
general conference, while there I prearched S•evetral
times in Independence, Mo. At tithe olose of the
conference I went 1to KnOibnoster, Mo., where I
preached a numlber of times and baptized two. Wh'ile
there I made a visit •to 1the first coal, mine I ever
saw. I then returned :to Independence, and when
about to take nh'e train for Canada, I received a tdegram requesting me to return 'to Knobnost-er. I
answered the summons, pre<JJched fiv·e sermons, ~b-ap
tized four, and 1bnen r-eturned ·to Independence and
the next day I departed for home.
While preaching tin Chicago, en rout·e :home, and
Wthile s:pening •the <afternoon .aJt the residence of Bro.
and Sr. Sloan, 1Sr. Sloan surprised me by presenting
me witih a beautiful song just published entitled,
"Sweet Bunch of Daisies," slhe stating tt'hait when
she heard i•t sung she knew th~att it was just suited
to my voice. Whe.n I had sung iJ:ihe piece I took
a great liking for it, and immediately while sitting
in their parlor, wrote t>he following song for my wife
to •t'he same 1tune :
True wife and :mot1h'er you are more to ·me

Than all the daisies in the woPld can be;
Life's swee1test •treasure I have found in you,
All through my trials you've be.en wise and true.
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ChorusTrue wife and motiher, gem of our home,
Your sweet smile follows wlhere'.er I .roam;
L1ght of my darkness, Joy of my life,
God's gift from h'eav.en-Lizz·ie, my wif·e.
Long years have passed, dear, ·since the day we wed,
Sti•ll I .remember words the ·prea;cher said;
True to each other until death you do parlt,
Ever he happy, one in mind and rhear.t.~Oho.
Daisies may wi•ther, Roses fade .aWiay,
Your love blooms ever through life's colde5t day;
Flowers are embJ.ems of a oh:anging love,
I know your pa!Hern, 'tis the One above.-Cho.
A£ter attending !both the Lindsay ·.and Masonville conferences in Canada I devoted the summer
to 't·ent work, with Bros. Gregory 1and A. E. Mortimer as co-la'borers. We had the tent in StraHord
and Niagara Falls, wihere a great many heard •the
gospel and a num'ber wer.e baptized.
During our te!lit work in Stradord Bro. E. K.
EVIans was orda•ined .an elder. \1\.Tihile we were la;boring at Niagara Falls I baptized, among many
others, W m. Place, who has become ·a usdul missionary since.
Late in the summer of 'this year I was caJlled to
Quebec to •try and expl.ain the gospel,to some special
friends of Saints livJng in <the wes•t. My e:x~penses
wer.e all paid, and I performed the task allotted to
me :to ·the nest of my abr.Jity. I passed thmugh tlhe
cities of Montreal and Quebec, and when I arrived
1
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at •t'he .appoint·ed pla·ce . I was promptly mformed
that their rela:tives ·in the west "had little to do to
send a Mormon missiona1·y !there," ·that I was not
wanted and I was ordered away. After a shont so~
journ, returning homewa:rd I ca<lled at my bernhplace near Montreal, visi<ted the few rda:tives left
and was permi'tited to enter the room of my birth,
also the Chur•ch' of England where I was. christened
when a ·baiby. As I looked on i!he christening font
my mind rever{ed <to ·the stoJ·y related to me by my
mot:her, who stoutly affirmed 1t'hat even in my infancy I registered a loud prortest against the h'eail<hen
rite of Infant Baptism, for she says that I squaUed
all the time the Church of England Bishop w.as
flinging wat.er >in my face. It seems from this thaJt
I •<JJlways was a kkker agai.nst priestcraft and superstition, and •t:hat even in innocent infan1cy I was
ready to register my :objection against tlhe folly of
instituting <bh'e 1t•radition of •the •elders in pla:ce of
the sacred law of Jesus Christ, and the more I have
studied the more firmly am I convinced that God
nev·er baptized a ~balby, <t!hat Chnist never baptized
a baby, bhat the apostles never baptized ·a baby, and
t'hat ·they never taught anylbody else to baptize a
baby, but •that infant baptism is a -rdic of Popery
and that the Protestants that practice infant baptism
neglected to protest loud enough, lbut has endorsed
throughout the refonma1tion a great deal of ·the
traditions of priestcraft instituted in the dark ages.
From the baptismal font I entered the old
family pew, and there fdt a holy huSih creep over
me as I thought 'that 'here my grandfather
and grandmo:ther, over eighty years ago, led my
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mother into tihis pew, and s1he in turn as the years
glided by brought her family thi,ther 1!:0 worship.
They were all good !honeSit people, serving God to
.the best light •bhey !had, and I am !happy in the
thought 1bhat having done 1the best t!hey ·could, the
All .Fabher will reward them •accordingly.
From bhe old ·church I wandered over to .the
grave yard, where repos·ed t!he honored dust of my
honored kinsfolk.
While on t'his trip I was taken for a Roman Caitholic Priest on sev·eral oocas:ion.s, <but I lived 'tihrough
it .all. Strange to say, I never could see why it was
tha.t I 1hav•e been <taken for a Cat!holic Pt'iest so often,
and the only explana:tion that I can give for the
query is, 1that far ·a:way innoc•ent look in my eye.
I returned to tent work at Niagara FaUs, and
::luning our work there Bro. Gvegory and I suffered
much with •t'he •cold, •as also W1itlh snow and rain.
Our <tent leaked and oft ~times we were wet when
we awok.e <in the morning. We were 'to poor to
leave th'ere and could hardly r·emain, ·but by and
by help came, and we were cared for. Befor.e leav"
ing I baptiz·ed Bro. and Sr. Place and some others.
In justice, permi:t me •to say here, tha<t Hyrum Dickout, who was then located ·t!here did much for our
comfort. Some time .in October we put up tlhe tent
for the winter, and arrived in St. Thomas in time
to take part in a grand ·conference.
I remained most of if•he winter in St. T'h'omas,
where I preac'hed much, baptiz·ed a num:ber, prominent among them, J R. Shepard, who h·as been
a faithful elder to date.
Dec'ember 28tlh, -of that year, my li<Hle daughter
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was rmarvelously .rescued from death' by the power
-af God. She was thrown from .a s·leigh 11igiht under
the horses' feet. The driver pulled hard upon the
horses ·causing :t'hem •to rear and stamp. She was
.struck on th'e ihead three times tby ·the hor.ses' feet
before we could rescue her. I ·Carried her into the
hous·e, as I thought, dead. No sound es·ca·ped her,
but w:hen we saw she was still living I hastily tore
the dotlhing from her body and dis.covered that she
was fearfully rbt:wised, and that her head was s:woHen
almost out of .shape. I administered to :her, and
soon :the onlookers, strange as it may ap·pear to the
carnal mind, could almost s·ee those lumps passing
.away. In an incredible sihort time all sweUing subsided, and the next day, to t:he as:tonisihment of the
people, she was ·out playing all l'ig'ht.
F-ebruary and March of this winter was given
to Proton ·and Masonville. The snow was at :that
time three feet on •uhe level. Many roads were
bJ.ocked up and the •people had -to take to :tlhe fieMs.
Many pla.ces th'e· fenoes were not seen, by reason
Df the snow drifts, yet it was H'lmark.a•ble to see t'he
people driving for miles and crowdi•ng our meeting
house. When cutting the ice •to baptize some, on
one oocasion, it took over an hour and a haH to
prepare the watery grave. During this :preparation
of cuHi•ng :t\he ice, etc., one man had his fingers
frozen, another !his ears. On reaching the house
after baptizing my clothing was so frozen that I
could not unfasten a but•ton until I had stood before
the stove and had got thawed ou:t.
When at general conference tihe following s:pring
I !·earned that a petition had been sent from Denver,
1
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CoL-either 1t'he city or the district, requesting that
I be sent ther.e to labor •as a missionary this year.
The petition was denied, and it was again determipecl that I should labor in Canada. During tiha:t
conference I prea•checl on both Sundays and on a
T:hursday night. I tbaptized eig1hit clming •confer,ence, among t'hem the prophet's daughter, Lucy.
From Lamoni I went to Independence, Mo., remained over two Sundays, preached five . 1times, baptized four, .solemnized two manriages. From tihere·
I went to Knobnoster, preached five sermons, baptized seven and le£t £or Ohicago.
On arrival ·at Chicago I met my Lizzie and our
son Willie. We remained in Chicago one week and'
a'ttended the vVorld's Fair several times, preached
three times and baptized one. On reaching Detroit,
Mich., I learned that I was billed to ddiver twe>
lectures. W 1hile there I met wi1tlh an ac'Cident
whereby I nearly lost my lHe. It oocunred <tihus:
I was riding on a 'bicycle when an intoxicated teams•ter forced me •to go 'between h'is waggon and the
street •car; the passage was so nanrow that I ran
into the car. I was knocked several feet, arose to
my feet and wa.lked a few steps when I stagger·ed'
and fell to the ground. A ·plhysician !happened to
be passing by in 'his carriage, witnessed tihe accident
and :rushed to my assist·ance. When 'he ihad felt my
pulse, :he said, "His pulse is gone, I fear he is a
dead man." I was conscious, and upon hearing <this
statement I tried to move my fingers and :tried to
draw my breath, but it seemecl as tJhough I was
powerless to act. Elder .Ceo. Shaw passing 1by was
wttracted by •tlhe crowd :t:hat surrounded me. Came·
1
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:as close as he ·could when he :reoognized who I was.
He made :his way to my s:ide and ~grasped my hand.
He, as I was later :informed, :presented :me in silent
prayer to our Heavenly Fwther, when insta:n:tly I
r·eviv·ed~ 'but began 'to suffer :intense pain. It seemed
.as though my body was broken all down one side
as also my head. In a short time one side of my
head and one side of my body was iblack and blue,
and I was cut ~and bruised ·elsewhere. When the
pain became intense the doctor administered a hypo·dermic injection into my arm. This was too much
lor me, I ~having not !had even a cup of tea or coffee
for many years or .a:ny other stimulants my stomach
was as susceptible to an narcotic as an inbnt oh'iM
to counteract the deadly drug. The dodor then
pour·ed brandy into me. The ambulance having
arrived he ordered that I be taken to Grace Hospital
wlhen I spoke for ·the first time. "No, take me to 142
Fort !Street E.," the residence of Bro. and Sr. Liddy.
There I was surrounded by my wife and child and
several Saints, who were told rby ·the doctors that
my injuries were of suoh a character that I could
·not survive more than an hour and a half. By this
time th'ree doctors were on the scene, and after
consultation they gave me morphine 1to deaden the
pain until the worst was over. Elde!i Lake was sent
for. On arrival he wept sore, for he !had always
been very dear to me and ihe had frequently told me
1that I was as :near to !him as his own son. W!hen
they obtained :control over their feelings I was administered to, and the 1message came, "He shaH not
die but live, and pedorm t'he work which I have
:appointed lhim 'to do." T!he :pain at times was inwww.LatterDayTruth.org
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tense for Lizzie had decided ,~hat I should take
no more morphine, but for some time when tihe pair~
would be excruciating •the elders would step forward, adminis1ter to me, and I would go to sleep.·
under their hands. This was repeated frequently
and all could see tihat I was gaining 'rapidly. I shall
never forget tlhe loving kindness shown by Mary
Liddy, Sr. Janrow, Bro. Liddy and his bwth'er Mat,.
• and ,in fact many ot,hers ac'ted as angels of mency in
those awful hou,rs of agony.
Telegrams poured in from all ·parts. The papers
of London, Detroit and Toronto spoke kindly of my
life work. The ninth day I was up, and tlhe sixteenth
clay I preac1hed. If my ribs were broken and t:he
di::tphragm was la•cer.ated, all I can say is, bh'e Great
Physician !healed me, and I live today as the result
of his loving kindness and tender mercies. Twentyfour days after the accident I preac hed at the Proton •conference, after which I was ·called to attend
to the cele'brated marriage case at Niagara Falls.
Bro. Hyrum Dickout lhad solemnized a ma:rriage ..
The dergy of ibis town entered complaint and he
was summoned to trial for performing a marriage·
ceremony >illegally. T1he trial cwme on, we lost the·
cas·e. We then appealed to the High Court at Toronto, and the Queen's Bench, presided over by three·
judges there reversed the decision of the Lower
Court. In his address Chief Justice Armour said
many things in favor of our church and denounced·
in loud terms t1he persecution urged against us by
peopl·e calling themselves Christians. We left that
'hall of justice with thankful heaPts that right had'
·triumphed.
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AHer the trial Bros. Gregory, Mortimer and I
started tent work in Maple Valley. Soon after our
arrival there I was called by telegram to W·aterford.
I learned bha:t Squir·e Matthews ihad been smitten
with a paralatic stroke. He was an old man. The
doctor expressed but small !hopes of his living at
all and declared that >if :he did rally that he would
never walk again. The old man requested baptism
at my hands. A lbox was made and water pumped'
into it. Bro. Longhurst carried the a-ged sire t.t;J th'~
box, and after his baptism he soon got around and
enjoyed good hea1th for years, and died a good
Saint. I joined tihe tent at Grand Valley, Bros. MoTtimer and Gregory hav·ing moved it tihere from
Maple Valley. We had not been pr·ea·ching there
very long wh'en we met wi•t:h fierce opposition. The
disciple preacher, Rev. Mr. Moor·e, started to orppose
us by delivering a lecture. Fred Grego·ry ·took
notes and I replied. Then parson Woolner ledured.
Fred took notes and I replied. 'T1hen MT. Sinc1a-ir
lectured and I replied. T:hey 'bhen sent for the great
Samuel Keffer, said to be the giant of Campbellism
in Canada. He lectur·ed several times, and I replied.
I tried to get him to debate distinctive proprositions,
but ·he r.efused. Then we •had a newspaper battk
with a num1ber of th'em. Le-t me say that during our
stay in Grand Valley from August 6th to Septemlber
r8th I baptized 26, among t,hem 'the organist of the
Disciple church, tlhe organist of the ·Presbyterian
church and a number of many prominent men and
women. Among them we may mention Sr. Ida
Clark, who is now the wife of President Joseplh
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Smitih, also :her fat:Jher and mother, brothers and
sisters, one of the sisters being t>he wife of Elder
A. F. McLean, now president of the Toronto branch.
In all my rh"ard wmk ithere I was aJbly assisted by
Fr·ed Gr·egory, 'by 1his shor·thand in taking notes on
1ectur·es.
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CHAPTER XXVII.

Presentation on My Retirement from the Presidency
of London District.
At the October .confer.ence I was re-eleded
President for London district, and the Sunday-school
elected me superintendent of the distr·ict again, and
I W>as once more appointed delegate to general conference. Here Elder R. C. Long>hurst 1was ordained.
an elder by Elder Lake and myself.
Much of the winter was devoted to the northern,
branc-h'es, preaching in i!hem all. During that time
we arranged money matters so that "Grandpa Taylor" gave ·to us the deed of Garafraxa Property, and
at t'hat same v1isit several were baptized and the
Grand Valley branch was organized. In the spring
my wi£e and daughter ac-companied. me to Lamoni,
Iowa., to >attend the general ·conference. While
there I preaclhed both . sundays during the conf.erence.
President Joseph Smith advised me rto resign
the offi·ce as District President and devote my entire
time to missionary work, •wlhich I promised to do at
the next June conference.
From Lamoni we went ·to St. Joseph, Mo.
Lizzie made many friends there and we all enjoyed'
the visit immensely. I addr·essed th:e people several
times. Our next stop was M Independence, Mo.,
where we were kindly cared for at i!he splendid home·
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of Bro" and Sr. John A. Robinson. Preached s1x
times and baptized three while there. Vv e t:hen
turned our faces homeiWard, and got ready for our
June ·conferences. Pres. W. W. Blair, of sacred
memory, attended lbotih •the June conferences and
was a 1blessing to the mission. At Ganafraxa conference, as per instructions of Pres.. Joeph Smith,
I resigned the office of district president after serving nearly eight years. The distrk·t presented me
with a beautiful gold !headed ebony cane, with the
following address :
To Elder R. C. Evans, retiring President of the London District of the Oh ur.ch of Jesus Ghrist of
Latter Day Saints.
Dear Brother :~As -it ;has .pleased our Heavenly
Father to appoint a High Priest for our dis•trict, and, as we ·believe the time has come,
aocording to the revdations going before, for
you to be rel-eased from the !burden and cme of
District Presidency, and as we ibelieve that
you ·ever desire to serv·e in harmony with the
will of God. W hile we •regret to 1have to part
with you as District President, we pray the
blessing and guidance of the Divine Mast·er
may he still yours to enjoy as in the past.
And as a slight token of our appreciation of
your past servi ces and the esteem in which
we still hold you, we, in behalf of the London
Distri·ct, present to you this ·cane (jus't here
President Lake pres·ented the cane with the
statement that alt!houg1h the recipient would
not need it now for a support rto his body we
hoped he might live ·to see that age when it
1
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might be a stay and a stlaff 1to lean on after
years of toil and labor in the Master's cause),.
and ask you to accept t:he same, not as a reward, but merely as a souvenir of love to the·
servant wiho !has tried to do the Master's bidding. We do not intend it to take the place
of the •cmwn of righteousness laid up for tihe
faithful, but pray your life may continue to·
be the life of the ri~hteous and tha:t your last
end might be l·ike His even celestial glory.
Signed in .beha'lf of •t!he Dis<trict,
JOHN H. LAKE.
JOHN SHIELDS.
Thus severed my conne.ction as ·a district officer
with the London district, I had acted as Vice-President two years hefor·e being President o£ the district, during which time the district had doulbled its
number in membership.
At t!his <Conference High Priest R. C. Longhurst
was elected District President, and D. McGregor was
ordained an elder.
I traveled extensively •tihrough the distr.ict with
President Blair, and th'is priv,ilege was a gr·eat ·blessing to me when he departed f.or the wes<t. I lef:t for
another trip to Quebec. Le·aving London by rail,
took steamer at Hamilton, passing Toronto, Port
Hope, Kin~s'ton, through the Canal, Bay of Quinte,
down the river St. Lawrence, passing the Thousand'
Islands, and saiHng amid the rocks down the mighty
rapids arriving at the city of Richmond, the place
of my dest•ina:tion. While there I ba·p'tized Mrs.
Roberts and her daughter in the St. Francis River.
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.Seveml were present a:t the baptism, induding Mr.
Roberts. I confirmed them on the river side. After
doing my work there I left for the city of Quebec,
.scene of the Wolfe and Montcalm Monuments,
Plains of Abraham, Convents. and Churches, and
many of the so-called sa,cred reli.cs. All my expenses were paid to make this trip and as soon as
possible I started westward, as I was 'under contract to lecture on temperance in 'the Broadway
Hall, Toronto. I had some r·egrds .at not being able
to remain in the east longer, but those who sent me
and bore my expenses knew that I was under contract and must return accordingly.
·
My temperance lectures were ihighly spoken of
'in Toronto papers and I was for tihe third time requested to devote ,all my time to :t•he temperance
pla,tform, with the pmmise of a good .salary.
The winter was spent working hard in the London district, making several new open~ngs where
branohes :have since ·been organized.
In Janua.ry, r895, I was called by telegram to
meet Elder S. Keffer, of Disciple farme in Selkirk.
Notwithstanding he 'had challenged to dehate with
me on my arrival, he positively refused to sign propositions, but he selected his own matter, and without notice or time for preparat<ion I had to reply.
He would sometimes talk half an hour t1h:en call on
me to reply. If ·he felt like it he would :talk longer,
hut I was accorded t<he same amount of time to
reply. All could see tihat this w,as an injusti·ce to
me, but I knew my man, ·and I went after him with
the instruments of truth and the Lord was with me
and for nine nights I followed him, when the time
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for closing arrived on the ninth night. The matter
was put to vote and I was favored by over six to
one. I desired to ·continue 'tlhe discussion, but tlhe
Disciples refused the church longer for debate, notwithstanding, Keff-er lectured to his chosen few two
nights after.
A ,commiUee formed by t•he general public wrote
me a lett·er stating that I had aded the part of a
Christian and had answered every objection made
against our faiuh. While Keffer lectured two nights
to small audiences/ I filled the Derby HaH for several
ni"g;hts, and to cap tthe climax, I baptized a Disciple
preacher's son, the son of che chairman of the me·etings who treated me so unfairly.
\Mhile preaching some time later at Low Banks
I felt very discouraged over some opposition that
was being urged against me as I tlhought unjustly.
I 'had preached !all week. 'Twas now Saturday
night; the s,ingitng school occupied 1the hall 1and so
I had this night •to myself. Feeling sad and disconsolate I stole down 1!he stairs, passed out under
the •trees down tlhe lane, and stood on t'h'e lake shore.
I bowed in 't:ihe sand and tried to pmy. Rising to
my feet I listened to ·the sad sob'bing of the w1aves
and felt as though deatlh was not :the worst enemy
I had and wa:; sacnificing tthe bes.t days of my life,
and yet I was either honestly misundersrtood
or wilfully misrepresented 'by some for whom
I had fasted and prayed .in ·the past with
t•he gloom deepening upon me.
I crept ba,ck
to my lonely room, prepared to retire, when
I again tried to pray. No :;;ooner 1h ad I 'retired than
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l saw my room growing lig1hter and Eghter until it
was as <bright as the sunligh:t. Suddenly I beheld a
messenger, who appr>oac.hed me and gave me such
counsel and encouragement 1:1hat ·ever since when
passing through the dark w1a!ters I have fdt strenguh
as •the memory of that blessed night looms up before
me, in all its dazzling glory. Tihe following day I
ordained Lincoln Pew a priest, and Edward ga;rri<ck
a teacher, tand organized 1Jhe Low Banks ibmnch.
Arriving at general conference 1:ihat sp·r:ing, I
learned t:hat Apostle W. H. Kelley was using his
influence to labor in t'he eastern mission. Bro.
Kelley informed me that he desir·ed me to hold meet'ings in Cleveland, Boston, FaU River, Providence,
Brooklyn, New York, P:hiladelphita, .and oth:er large
cities, but then again it was decided t!hat I s1hou1d
return to Canada.
By special request I preached the two conf·erence Sundays in the Metthodist ·chuflch. I bapt•ized
seven during the conference.
Soon after my return to Canada by my request
Bro. D. McGregor became a missionary and laibored
with me.
I attended the two June conferences, •after which,
by request of Apostle E. C. Briggs, I lectured in a
large tent at Detroit, Mich. Here Bro. Hauns first
heard the gospel and ·is now a good missiona'fy in
·the Mi·chigan field.
Most of August and September of this year was
spent in preaching at Low Banks and Dunnville.
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A numlber were baptiz·ed in Low Banks, and I believe eighteen were baptized in Dunnv<ille. Her·e I
met Sr. Flor.alice Miller, whom I baptiz·ed after she
had listened to me preach the gospel until s'he was
per;fectly satisfied of its divinity.
Bro. McGregor was my companion most of this
.summer. He lead meetings, ihap'tized some, and
prea·ched several times fTom fifteen to twenty-five
minutes. The balance of this year was S•pent in
missionary ·la:bors,,a,nd at its close my record showed
thM I :had baptized fifty-six.
1

T,h'e first three months of r896 were about equally
divided between London rand St. Thomas, w~tlh a
few short visits to O'ther places.
London had petitioned Bro. Lake •to permit me
to remain home until the chur-oh was repaired and
reseated, and I did so, working hard and preaching
.as t'he way opened. Three G-lundred dollars was collec<bed for chuwh repairs and improvements, and
:several were baptized in London. The St. Thomas
work was •blessed of t:he Lord. Here I 'baptized a
number, among them Sr. Faulds, whose ·testimony
will appear later in •t,hese pages over 'her own signature.
I returned to London to prepare for •gene11al conference, and while there wras requested to sing a
1Jiece for their entertainmnt. I h"ad nothing appropriate to sing and so I sat down at ·the Tear of t'he
c'hurch and wr·ote the song whi·ch has been pub1is1hed so oHen, entrtled, ''Aposta•cy and Restoration," whi•ch I h'ere submit:
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APOSTACY AND RESTORATION.
By R. C. Evans.
The earth was all hat!hed •in gross darkness,
Apostacy waved o'er the •world,
Cruel Rome and her daughters were killing,
Idolatry's flag was un.furied.
The tihum'b-screw, rtihe mck and the faggot
vVere insruments used on each side.
T.hus Romans and Protestants sl1aughtered,
Till thousands on each side •have died.
Cho.-Gr·eat God haste the day when •Cruel Babylon
s~hall fall by thine .almigihty power,
When truth shall he loved ·by all nations,
A•nd priestcr.af.t <be ohePisihed no more.
Thus darkness has •covered all nations
For many long centur•ies past,
But God in his wisdom and mercy,
Restored the true gospel at last.
An angel from heaven descended,
The prieSJtihood brought 'back to the world;
Brave Joseph, the seer, God commissioned,
Soon trutlh's gospel flag was unfurled.
The church wit'h apostles and prop'hets,
With doctrine .as taught by •the Lord,
\Vent forth m1 sihe gather·ed in thousands
W1ho loved the true gospel restored.
\iV'hen treason asSiaulted her honor,
Apostates were many and ·cruel.
Sh'e lived through the death of the prophet;
Soon God sent. young Joseph to rule.
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Oho.-Tthank God t!he great day of ddiverance
Is near, when t'hy glory shall shine,
When all of the na:tions do :homage
To >truth and the kingdom divine.
Give ea·r to his voice , 0, ye people,
Fear not, work for God and 't>he right;
This church now by many despised
To millions will be a delight.
God give unto Israel grea:t wisdom,
In pulpit, in workshop and Herald,
Tlhen Latted Day Saints will be honored,
A1nd Jos·ep1h be pride of the world.
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CHAPTER XXVIII.
Most Remarkable Case of Healing Ever Witnessed
by Me.
Lizzie and I with a number o·f ot!her Canadians
started for Kirkland conference and had a good
time. I preached Sunday, and my sermon was the
last one Pres. Blair ·ever heard, for he passed away
on this way home while on the train. This was a fi,tting end for t•hat man of God wtho 1had given his life·
for the people.
Permit me to submit one of 1!he most remarkable
cases of healing known to me :On January the 14th, 1878, Sr. Faulds took skk.
For eight mon•ths she was confined to 1her ·bed, and
all that loving hearts and skilful physicians could'
do was clone. AH doctors told the same story: "She·
will he a cripple for life, she has spinal curviture."
She was completely powerless •to help h'erself. She
went in a!l1 invalid c•hair for one yerar and eigiht
monbhs, she then got so that s1he went on crutches
for three years, ·then she only used one crutch. Her
streng1ht increased, so that by the use of a cane and
three lifts on the heel of her shoe s:he was• able tb·
get around. Her suffering was awful to bear. The
spinal dise1ase had so drawn t!he cords that one limb
was shorter than vhe ai!her. She rema,ined in this
condition twelve years when she lheard the gospel,
'hut to use her own words "pride s•tood in my way
and I slhnt my ears to the truth'. But ·during t'he
years 1894-5 more affliction came upon me, ancf
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the cords of my hip was so drawn tthat I had to
vvear a ·cork sole on my sh.Ye I'\4 inc'hes in !height.
JVIy suffering was ,now aln~ost unbearable.
"In December, 1895, Elder R. C. Evans was
preaching in this city (St. Thomas). Tthe gospel
was again presented to me. My pride still stood
in tthe way. My sufferings were increased, and :at
last I was administered to by Elder R. C. Evans.
I receiYed such relief that I knew it was the power
of God, and on t<he 28th of February, 1896, I was
baptized by Elder R. C. Evans, and from that hour
pain seemed easier to bear. W hen conference
convened in Kirkland, Ohio, I sent a r·equest for
prayer by Elder R. C. Evans. On April 9th' prayer
was offered for me in the Temple of the Lord, while
I was here in St. T·homas. I felt the Spirit oome
upon me, but did not r·ealize what h was. I felt :a
strange power come upon me and I retired to my
room, slipped off my heavv hoot and laid down.
Not five minutes after I laid down I FELT A
HAND LAID ON THE AFFLICTED PARTS
AND THE CORDS RELAXED. For a moment I
felt afraid, but presently I arose from ·!:'he bed
HEALED.
1

"The limb which for sixteen years had been bad
was made wihole as the other. I KNOW THE
J-IAND OF AN ANGEL WAS LAID UPON ME
AND SINCE THEN I HAVE BEEN FREE
FROM PAIN IN MY HIP."
I h'ave given ·the above from a lett·er written by
Sr. Faulds last week.
Sr. Faulds from that day until this has never
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t-ired of 'testifying of this mira!Cle eith'er m public
or private.
Aher my return :to Canada I was invited to
cpreaoh in St. Thomas Opera House. Bro. Wm.
Faulds wouLd paint large bills every week and we
had from three 'to fifteen hundred people. A number
.were bapt·ized during those meetings, among them
Bro. E. N. Compton and wife. He has' since done
good work 'as pres:iding elder of :the St. Thomas
branoh and for some time as a missionary. I would
preaoh' in the Opera Hous·e Sunday nights and two
nights a week :in the :chu11clh and frequently made
visi,ts during the week to other near by :branches..
During the month of June Bro. Lake received
a revelation that I should be c'hosen as Bish'oip's
agent for tihe London distri:ct. Bro. Longhurst had
the same matter presenkd to him, and as tihey wrote
each other eontaining the message their leUers
crossed on t'he way. I consented t,o occupy that
office provided t:hat E. L. Kdley received evidence
that I should act as Bishop's agemt. Bishop KeHey
sent me a splendid letter appointing me as his 'agent
and t:he books wer·e s·ent to me.
To sh'ow how ·the Lord has blessed the missio11
since my appointment the :books s1how t!hat when I
was appointed there was only $I.20 in the agent's
hand, the missionaTies' families! were behind on their
allowance, and ~the missionaries :themselves were
very poorly clothed. Since then 't:lhe missionaries
are better dotthed, th'e staff gmatly enlarged, the
family allowance increased, :thousands of miles of
new field opened U'P in Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatwww.LatterDayTruth.org
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chew.an, Aiberta and British Columbia, and last, but
not lea:st,. notwit1hstandi1_1g. all the ;great ,increase ·in
outlay :we •have raised ·thousands: of: dollars extra
and: se:n.t it .to 'tih'e presiding Bishop to assi&t. the
work in afLtrhe. wor:ld:
·
··Besides~ all: this· we 1have colleCted hundreds .of
dol'lars Jor College, Sanitarium an·d Home. I spe?ok
of tihis· n:otto boast, but to siho:w how the Lord has
ble~s·ed the con:stant ·labor performed.
In .August I left. ~the Opera House work, 'and hy
instruction • ftom ·'Elder l;ake I: traveled through'
mos't of :t1he: London district 'branches with Bro. Geo.
H. Hilliard: My assQciation with this .grea,t and
good map: was a blessing to me, and ;his work was
a bless~ing·'to Canada.
In November I was called to Cedar Valley to
debate with a Baptist minister, by name, Rev. Mr.
Kelley: He :affirmed "Resolved t~hat the Book of
Mormon is. ho.t divinely inspired arid tthat it is unworthy .'the respect of Christian· people." Much
might be· sa~ic! about t•his debate, but 'time and space
forbid :a lengthy a'ccotmt. Permit me to say, however,. that the rever:end's stock-in-trade was the ol·d
yarns :Of ){owe, :Hulbert, Beadle, tand 1Jhe contradictory :Spa·Iding story.
. Joseph Smith's claim .of hav•ing seen an angel
was ·denounced in round tenms, and tJhe climax was
reached when 1his reverence s'howe~d clearly that
"Joe Smibh" ·could not have conversed with an
angel for tihe best of all reasons, namely, "Ladies
and· gentlemen, tlhere a·re no angels now."
Well, I replied to all the old stories to the e~:..
tire satisfac·tion of the rpeopfe, but wthen it 'Came

to
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the funeral .of all bile angels most every!)ody was
willing to wear crepe if necessary tor
poor dead
angels, but before they donned the sabels o~ grief,
out:af respect for: the dear departed dead. I thought
it ptud~nt ·to l;iave ·the statement o~ $e rever·end
g_en<tleman substanctia;ted by proper evidence, and
sa started {o discover ~he ·dea·th notice of the
angels.
While searching for the obituary I
stumbled upon the fo11owing facts. Just prior
to •the crucifixiOn of Jesus he informs us th:at
there were more ·than twelve legions of angels a:11
>heaPty and well, ready for action at a moment's_notice, see Matthew xxvi., 53. From Smith's mble
dictionary, page 6o5, I learn that ·a legion :is q,ooo,
and t'his statement is suppoPted 'by many writers.
Here are 72,000 angels enjoying good 1h:eakh at that
time. We •are informed in 2 ~ings, vi., I7, that t!he
mounta·ins are full of them. Daniel tells us, vii., IO,
there are ten thousand times •ten .tJhous:and of angels,
and John, in Revelation v., II, informs us that there
were mill-ions of them at his •time, and the reverend
gentleman affirms that John was the Last man that
ever spoke to •the !people by revehtion concerning
b."le angels, so •w-e must condude that his reverence,
having never heard a word about the death of the
angels, has made up ·this story to offset <fJhe testimony of Josepl:l Smith.

the

Surely it is written that "Prejudice will stander
the north star .aut of ·the ,heavens," but it ·is left for
Llte parsons in order to try to destroy the work of
God as found in ·the LaUer Day Glory, to announce
the death of millions of angels in order to persuade
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ihe people to .believe that an angel, did not •appear •to
the Prophet Joseph Smith.
After this debate I lectured sevenal times and
baptized ten more.
T·he last month of r896 was spent in St. Thomas,
w>here I baptized a number, among them James
Riley.
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CHAPTER XXIX.
My Ordination as an Apostle.
1897 we opened work in London, where we had
a grand time for two weeks; tihen to St. Thomas,.
after which we went to Toronto. In Toronto we
had the hall w~ll fiHed ·at first 1and soon i\ was filled
to overflowing. I preached and visited and ib.aptiz-ed,
often talking until 'two and three o'dock in ohe
morning. T1he cold was intense, but we cut t;he
thick irce of Lake On;t.ario, and during my sojourn
I baptized eighteen, among ·tlhem T. R. Seaton, wife
and mother. He has since done good work as an
elder in the church.
The papers gave an account of the baptism. Sr.
Seaton's mother read the a·ccount a:nd ridiculed the
idea of women being baptiz-ed in t!he ice, declaring,
''We will likely hear of it causing their death." She
little knew that her own daughter who had lef.t the
sirck bed, the day of 1her ibaptism was one of t!he number tthat had been in the ice-cold waters of 1Jhe lake,
and tha·t the white haired grandmother bes.1de her
was another, and that in place of their being killed
in baptism they were well rand happy.
Bro. Lake wrote me that !he saw me in vision
ordained to the office of an apostle. The 1·evelation
was given to him February 14, 1897. On March 26th
a personage clotihed in white appeared to me and
told me that I· would be ordained an apostle .at tihe
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conference. I received some counsel .then that I
have tried to remembeer.
On arrival a·t Lamoni I learned •that Pres. W. W.
Blair had the matter of my ordination presented to
him.
·On the morning of April I Ith, rbeiore I was our
of my room a messenger from •the quorum of seventy was sent wit1h a request t!ha:t I ·come to ahe
quorum meeting to hear a revelation read, and true
to that which Bros. Lake, Blair and the messenger
had said, the revdation ·Contained the information
t·hat I was to occupy as .an aposde in the. quorum
af twelve, and on Monday following I was ordained
under the ··'hands of Pres. Joseph Smibh, Apostle
John H. Lake and ot'hers. Upon that occasion it
was promised me by the Spirit of God, through Bro.
Lake, .that if faithful to bhe trust 'committed to my
charge I slhould see and converse with angels, who
would instruct me ·in my important calling.
Apostle I. N. W;hite and Eider Frank Crylie and
some ot•hers testified that it had 'been revealed to
them some time ago that I would be ~called an
apostle. W. J. Smith wrote from Detroi't, Mich.,
tha.t I would be called, and it was also manifested
to J. J. Cornish on two occasions, so 1he afterwards
informed me.
At t his ·conference I preached two sermons, baptized :two, and was placed in charge of the Cana.da
mission.
On my return to Canada I presided over the
June conferences and Sunday-school .conventions.
Here I resigned the superintendency of Vhe London
dis·trict Sunday-school, ever since it was organized,
1
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whereupon I was presented with a beautiful aml
touching address.
After conference I .attended the reunion at
Masonville; baptized several, and then went to Humber Bay and organized that branch.
President Joseph Smith made Canada a visit
in Octo:ber. He was at both district conferences.
We traveled some together and I learned much from
his wise counsel. He went east, and I went to·
Selkirk, w'here I <baptized two. vVhile with Pres.
Jos·eph Smith he gave me to understand that 'there
was a great fU'tur.e in store for me. Many -trials,
much opposition, 1b ut final triumph if f·aithful.
On Sunday, November 14Vh, while I was preaching, Joseprh was wrapped in vision and saw me
addressing an audience in Los Angeles, Cal. I
preac1hed there this summer ( 1907).
The most remarkaJble honor •conferred upon me
since the apostleship was that of 'being permitted to
solemnize the marriage on January, 12, 1898, of the
Prophet Joseph Smith and Sr. Ada Clmk. The
ceremony was performed at the residence of vhe
bride's father, Mr. Alexander Clark, Waldemar, Ont.
Before the ceremony Pres. Joseph Smith :handed
me a large envelope containing 1the licens·e. I, opened
it and out came a $ro.oo bill. I soliliquized thus:
" 'T,is an honor to perform t1his ceremony, I will not
keep this money," so calling Joseph into the room
I handed the $ro.oo over to him. When he saw
what i·t was he refused to accept it saying, "If she
is not worth $10.00 you can take her ba-ck."
T:he ceremony over tihe prophet and his wife
kissed me, and soon after supper they were on :t•heir
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wedding tr·ip westwar-d and I ·to ·the church to
preach.
In February I dedic·a:ted the new brick church
3Jt Vanessa, wher·e years ago I started the work.
I attended ;the Apostolic Council in Lamoni, and
preached once. T,hen to Independence, Mo., where
we had a spiritual conference. W'hile there I administered .to sixty-two sick people in company with'
other elders, and preached ;two sermons 1besides my
other work.
After .conference a number of us visited Liberty
Jail, where J osep1h, the Seer, was bound in chains,
.a prisoner for months. In the old dungeon of 1Jhe
jail I found one handcuff and a chain two feet long,
perhaps ·the very one bha't manaded the hands of
the prophet of God.
Returning to Canada, found all well and happy
at my home, and then started a trip through the
northern branahes. One important duty performed
while up in that country was to solemnize 1the marriage of Bro. A. F. McLean and Alke Clark, two
of the ·present strong pillars of t'he Toronto branch.
At the Vanessa conference I ordained Fred
Gregory and Dan. Mc:Gregor to the office of seventy. Bro. T. R. Sea:ton was ordained an elder
there.
In July, while a large congregation was at wors:hip in a grove at Lime Lake, a great storm came
up. T:he heavens were darkened, the wind :blew a
hurricane, fences were blown down, 1buildings shattered and trees pulled up lby the roots. I advised
the people to lbe still, and if they would exer·cis·e
their faith the storm would not •touch us. On it
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came in all its fury. I lead t:Jhe 1people in .prayer and
then we sang "Jesus Lover of My Soul." The storm
was all around us, we :all could see and hear it, ·but
the immediate place of giathering was a perfect calm.
All Jelt the power of God. T!hree were ·baptized .and
many re.consecrated themselves to God.
In AuguSit had some meetings in Sauble Falls.
Rev. Thompson, a Presbyterian preacher made .a
biDter a:Hack upon him. The young soldier wired for
me. On my arriv,al we met 1Jhe ·parson in a school
house. He would not sign .any propositions to debate, •but he lectured .against us and I replied. We
chased his reverence from ·every ·position .and 'having
cleared t'he character of Joseph Smi1th of the foul
stain of having .anything to do with polygamy, I
then proved to the satisf.action of the people 1ihat
the Presbytenian Ohurch' was guilty of the very
charge this Presbyterian parson had accused us of,
namely, ·that the sai·d Presbyterian Ohurcrh membership did sanction and 'pradice polygamy where the
law would permit them, an(l ·cited t•he well-known
historic evidence of their guilt in India. This hurt
the parson sorely. He called to his assistance Rev.
Yir. McGown, Baptist Clergyman. He in turn met
his Vv aterloo and quite a number was baptized, and
I left for the west.
The next month I met Elder Wm. Ellmore, of
Covington, Ind., in a six-night debate at Ohatham,
Ont. ·T,he usual Church propositions were discussed, he affirming for his church three nights, I
affirming for our church three nights.
Mr. Ellmore is a man of wonderful ability, but
at the close of the debate the general opinion exwww.LatterDayTruth.org
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pressed was, that he failed on both propositions. He
knew the feelings of the people and refused to let
them vote.
T•he Sunday after the ·debate we preac1hed to a
crowded hall, while Ellmore addressed 19 people at
3 p.m. and 20 •people at 7 p.m. Fred Gregory was
my moderator and rendered excellent assistance.
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CHAPTER XXX.
A Refutation of Slanderous Statements.

1899.-After New Year's Dinner at home I met
Bro. McGregor as per appointment. We went to
Port Elgin and drove 29 miles over snow four feet
on the ],eve!, and many pla.ces the fences were completely covered. We arrived at Saubl.e Falls where
we did some pr·eaching, baptized Phemie Gearie, ordained Wm. Gearie an elder, James Gearie a pr·iest,
John Caldwell a teacher, and James Clatworthy a
deacon, and organized the Sau'ble F,alls branch.
The London branch petitioned me to give them
two months. Pres. Smith thought I ought to do
so. We made arrangements to hold spec·ial meetings. The church was crowde4 at times, .and among
our .audience could 1be seen lawyers and preachers.
Tihe ibmnch was 'built up, several were baptized.
During my stay here t'he London street car strike
occurred. I was called upon by the mayor of the
city to .speak to t!he mob that had gathered on the
street. I did so, and the mob which had for hours
been a howling, surging crowd, quietly dispersed.
By special request I lectured in the largest skating rink in the city and ag,ain in the Grand Opera
House. My lecture on Capital and Labor was
printed and placed in every 'house free. This resulted in much good.
I tlhen was called upon to defend the truth
against the merciless atta.ck made upon it by the
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Rev. Mr. Krupp. The •controversy was long and
because of the historic value to many o.f the Saints
I herewith insert my letter on the Spaulding romance, which, as I expected, pu~> a quietus on Mr.
Krupp:
BOOK OF MORMON.
Stratford Herald, Octoher 4, 1899.
Elder Evans Goes at Length Into Question of Its
Resemblances to the Spaulding Manuscript.
The following letter was received a few days ago
from Elder R. C. Evans, of VIle Reorganizea
Ohurch of Jesus Chr·ist of Latter Day Saints,.
of London. It is in reply to the last letter
of Rev. Mr. Krupp, of Rrostock. The Herald
would intimate its hope that the controversy
will not be permitted to extend over many
more letters. Mr. Evans writes:
Editor Stratford Herald: Dear Sir,-I notice S.
Krupp, of Rostock, has another letter in your paper
of Sept. 7th, regard1ng my letter, "New LiE;lht on
Mormonism," The Book of Mormon, and the
"Spaulding's Manuscript Found." The man admits
that "t:here are minor errors in Miss Dickenson's
narrative." Now I a;m prepared to show that there
are dozens of errors in her book, in many points she
contradicts the best ency-clopedias, and other works
published on the same subject, and, worse t1han all
she contradicts herself, and tells stories that are impossible to have occurred. In her hook she says
Jo•seph Smit!h was killed in Nauvoo. After a time
she says h'e was killed in 1846, then she says he
was killed in 1844, and she has him in jail for debt
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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in18r7. :He wa~conly twelve years old; they trusted'
him early in life::.·. I ·~:ould fill your paperwit'lp·her
mistakes, •pmving her work as: unreliable: .·. I defy
Mr. Krupp to ·debate the merits of the book wit·h
me on the public plat£orm. Mr; Krupp will refuse
to endorse much of her book .. He only stands by
her. when she relates tlhe Spaulding storY of some
nasty years against Joseph .Smith.
When she
speaks in favor of the Saints h~ refuses to ibelieve
her, when speaking of ·the chtirc·h of whkh I am a
member, and. of •the· sons of Joseph Smith she says,
''Please undersfartd that •the Reorgani:Z·ed Ohurch of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Sa:ints, is in rio way
connected wi·tJh Salt Lake Mormonism. The Reorganized •church has done more to put down Polyg~amy than any other denumination ·on t>he · f&ce of
the earth." "The Book of Mormorf denounces'Polygamy." "The ·most forcible arguments that have
yet :been adduced ori Mormon polygamy, are furnished <by the pens of the three sons of Joseph
Smith." ''The sons of Joseph Smith deny that.their
father practised or .approved of Polygamy.'' "Polygamy originated with the le3!ders of the Utah'
churdh." With all this,and much more of the same
kind in this hook, yet Mr. Krupp, has by pen and
voice, .tried to stain <the fair name of the church with
the foul crimes of Brigham Young, and Sa•lt Lake
Mormonism.
·Now a glance a,.t the "Spaulding Manuscript
Found." The supporters of:the story rehute <l!bout
it ··like this: Spaulding was ·a 'Presbyterian •. minis~
ter; his heaith failed, the left the ministryc.:..,_.kept
tavern-wrote •h'is story commencing 1809, placing
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it in the hands of Paterson, a printer in Philadelphia
for publication, r8r2. Spaulding died in 1816.
_But pem~1it three reverend gentlemen of high
standing to te11 what became of t>he manuscript
fo~nd. Iri the Congregationalist for Oct. 24th, r877,
the Rev. Tyron Edwards, D.D., of PhiladelP'hia,
says: "The Book of Mormon in sulbstance -was
written by Solomon ·Spaulding, a Presbyterian min-_
ister. Beginning in 1809 and writing at intervals,
as 'he did, he often read parts of 1:he work fto his~
neighbors, and among the listeners was Joseph
Smith, who not only aHended the readings, but
borrowed th'e manuscripts, as he said, to read to
his family at home. In 1812 the compieted manuscript was ·placed in the hands of the printer, witJll_
a view to publi-ca;tion. The printing was delayed,
Spauiding died in 1816. Sidney Rigdon was work-;ing as journeyman printer in the office, and it_ is
supposed that he, having copied the manuscript,
with Smith concocted :th'e idea of the new religion."
The reader will notice that Joseph Smith was born
Dec. 23rd, r8o5, so that the reverend gentleman
3Jbove quoted, would have us 1believe that Joseph
Smit'h somewhere between ,tJhe age of four and seven
years, was a, "neigh1bor" of Spauldings, "an attentive
listener" to t·he reading of Spaulding·'s rom,:;mce., and
"that he borrowed it to read to his family." Not
many: boys between four and seven years of age
have a family. Surely Smith was a smart boy if
the Rev. Dr.'s story is true. Again, "Rigdon was -a
printer in ~the office." The family record sihows that
Rigdon was never a printer, never lived in Pittsburg
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tiil years after, and t<hen, as pastor of the Baptist
church.
Rev. Samuel D. Green wrote an article, entitled,
"Joseph Smith the Mormon," (.see Christian Cynosuer, Dec. 2oth, 1877.) When letters were written
to 1hil1ll corr·ecting his false statements, he replied,
"Smith borrowed Spaulding's manus1cript, Spaulding sent for it, Smit!h refused •to give it back, Smith
told Spaulding, and I heard .him, that he 1had made
a Mormon Bi•ble of it. I saw Mr. Spaulding as Iate
as 1827, and I have a letter from Wm. Jenkins, that
he saw Spaulding in 1829."
Now, Mr. Editor, Spaulding',s widow, and all
true history shows that Spaulding died in r8r6, yet
one of the reverend gentlemen :talked with him in
r827, the other in 1829. Thus you see the vilifiers
of Joseph .Smith often make him more remarkwble
than Ibis friends do. Surely it is a Spaulding romance.
Miss Dickenson gives the testimony of E. D.
Howe, and D. P. Hulbert, yet her own books say
Hulbert was a liar and Howe's character, upon inquiry was found unsatisfactory-"Howe was himself a 'half Mormon." She repeatedly gives the
testfmony of men against the Book of Mormon, then
slanders them.
Now for the real facts about tihe ''Spaulding
story." Spaulding wrote a story in r8o9-12, gave
it to the printer in r8r2, left Pittsburg 1814, died
r816. The manuscript was returned ·by the printer
to Mr. Spaulding's widow, she placed it in a trunk
where it remained till r834. (The Book of Mor.mon
was in print and thousands of copies were drcula:ted
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over the world in 1830). D. P. Hulburt was excommunicated from the Latted Day Saint Chu:rch
for 1bad ·conduct, and swore vengean1ce. E. D. Howe
was angry because !his wife joined the church. He
was an infidel and wrote a book against the Bible.
Now t•hese two men, full of spite and unbelief, decided to write a book against the church'. D. P.
Hul1burt went to Spaulding's widow, procured the
"Manus.cript Found," •promised to return it, gave
it to Howe, then to spite Joseph Smith, and make
money 'by t:he sale of their book, they got Wr~g!hts,
Millers, Lakes .and others, with th:e Book of Mormon in their hands, to make up statements, :that the
Book of Mormon and manuscript found was similar,
and contained same names, etc. Howe fills his
books with these statements, which were false and
manufactured to deceive, hence we h'ave "Mormoni~m Unveiled," by E. D. Howe.
In order to 'COver •the trick, they refuse to r·eturn "Manuscript Found" •to Spaulding's widow.
Howe hides it, among other manuscripts in his
printing office, he forgets where, tells !Spaulding's
widow and others manuscript was burned. In 183940 he .sells !his printing office to L. L. Rice. Tthe
transfer of the printing department was a,ccompanied wivh a large •collection of old manuscripts.
Years passed away.
L. Rke moved to Honolulu,
Sandwich Islands. In I884-5 President Fairchild,
of Oberlin College, Ohio, visited Mr. Rice. Looking over old manuscri,pts, they discover the long lost
"Manuscript Found" written by Solomon Spaulding. It had been in Mr. Rice's possession over 40
years and it is now on exhibition in Oberlin College,
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Ohio, with tJhe following endorsement on the manuscript, "The writings of Solomon Spaulding, proved
by Aaron Wright, Oliver Smith, John N. Miller, and
others. The testimonies of the . above named g·en.:
tlemen ar·e now in my •possession. (Signed) D. P.
Hulburt." Here are Miss Dickenson's witnesses,
referred to 1by Mr. Krupp. Will this satisfy him?
or will he continue to ",believe a lie rather tihan 1Jhe
truth."
In closing, please notice the testimony of L. L.
Rice. "Two things are true, first, it is a genuine·
writing· of Solomon Spaulding, and se·cond, it is not
the original of the Book of Mormon." "There ·is
no identity of names of 'persons or pla-ces, and there
is no similarity of style !between them."
Thank God t:he "Manuscript 'Found" is disccwerecl, and such men as Howe, Hulburt, Miller,·
Wright and Krupp have been exposed.
Trusting that the ''Dear" Evangelist will see the
trut1h, >cease to misrepresent facts and refrain from
slandering an innocent people, I am, yours in hope·
of sweet rest beyond,
R. C. EVANS ..
After this I went to Humber Bay, dedi·cated their:
new church, and did some ·baptizing. Soon after
t!he June conference I wppointed Elder Dan.· McGregor to labor in British Columbia.
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• CHAPTER XXXI.
A Strenuous Debate.
• . :Elder F. Gregory started to preach in 'YViarton.
A .• one-time Mebhodist parson and th'e magistrate of
the town each 'in: turn lectured against the work.
Bro. Gregory did fine in defence of the work, until .
thee mat·ter getting pretty inter·esting, telegraphed
for me to 'come and reply to a later lectur:e. I did
not.arrive until one hour within ·time of the lectur·e;
Knowing Fred's ,ability, I persuaded him, as he
had 1heard the man, to make such reply as he could,
but- he fearing a disturbance thought I had better.
take t:he matter in 'hand and we finally agr·eed upon ~
the Aollowing plan: I was to open 'the tmeeting in
due form, and then present Bro. Fred as the speaker.
He was to make ~his reply and if there was any trou-.
ble I would ask him to resume ihis seat and I would
get into the fray. This arrangement Fred gladly
consented to. The hour arrived, the hall was pwcked
and the lecture was on. The parson was ·prsent, as
aho the magistrate with ,a bundle of books under
his artn, v1.nhich I quickly recognized as those pub- ·
lished by Fannie ·Stenhouse and J. H. Beedles with
some others. Fred had not 'proceeded far when the
magistrate interrupted 1him. I at once called :him
to order, demanded an apology, or upon refusal
threatened 'to eject him from ·the roam. Some one
called out, saying, "Look out young fellow, that is
the magistrate you are talking to." I r-eplied, "Sure
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thing, then he knows w·hat I ·can do with ihim by
the strong arm of the law for interrupting this me-eting." He refused to apologize preferring to leave
the room. Fred made a masterly effort and then
happened to make a remark, which was all •too true,
concerning t:he parson, !but was• rather unfortunate
just at t•his juncture. The mob arose like a cloud·,
the parson rushed at Fred, and before I knew wihat
I was doing as the parson was in the act of passing
me, with the words upon his lips addressed to Fred,
"Curse you, l wHl throw you out of the window,"
I caught !him, hurled him back against the table and
called order. In a few minutes all was quiet, I began to talk, and the wild molb turned in our favor.
I never shall forget poor Fred. He stood there as if
waiting for martyrdom, for he knew ihe was in the
defence of truth and I believe tha:t night would have
willingly died for it. The Lord :helped us the next
Sunday. I lectured in the town hall, and not long
after that Fred baptized quite a number at a place
-called Colpoy's Bay, and we now hav·e branches
both a•t vViarton and Colpoy's Bay.
That fall I dedicated the Longwood Churc1h and
preached in \Nate.rford and Vanessa.
During •the winter I was informed that a great
healer, •by name, Crismas, was turning t:he dty of
\1\Toodstock upside down. I requested Fred Gregory to go th'ere and attend :his meetings, and if he
decided good could be accomplished ·by my going,
to •telegra.ph me and I would follow him. He wired
"Con1e at once."
On arrival we attended Crismas' meetings, and
by his request I addressed the 'People. Soon the
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fight was on. Fred and I, assisted 'by Tthomas Johnston, billed the ~town, hired ,the Opera House for
Sunday at an expense of $23.00. 8oo ~people heard
me in the afternoon and 1,200 in the evening. My
lecture was entitled, "Crismas1Unmask~ed." We paid
all eX'penses and divided ~the balance between us,
haptized Jour grown people. Elder Raveill, of Missouri, was ·one of those tbaptized.
I was under a~ppoinments elsewhere and closed
the year's work by dedicating uhe new vVabash
Churc:h.
The first two months of 1900 were Sj)ent at Wabash, St. Thomas and Detroit.
Wlhile at general ~conference, Lamoni, Iowa, on
April 8th, Bro. R. M. Elvin and I were requested to
administer to a child that was blind in
We
administered as the Lord direds and ,
was
taken home. I shaH not a'ttemp:t >to tdl
story,
but let it be told in the words of her father and another who knew:
Lamoni, Iowa, April I5,I900.
"Elder R. C. Evans,
Dear Brother :-This is to certify that Elvin
Nixson, a little girl whom you and Robert
M. Elvin administer~ed to last Sunday (April
8, 1900), she ·being entirely blind of one eye,
caused by a catamct which had grown all
over the ball of :her eye, but after you had
administered to :her, her parents took her
home. T'he cataract has left her ·eye, her
sight is fuliy restored. The doctor who was
called in has eX"amined the eye and pronounced
her sight restored and the cataract removed.
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The doctor's name is Dr. Walse. The doctor,
the girl an'd her parents all reside in P(l.wnee,
Mo."
Testimony of Mr. C. ]. Smith, of Pawnee, Mo.,
given to R. C. Evans in Lamoni, Iowa, Sunday,
April IS, 1900.
Herewith I submit a ·copy of the letter wriHen
by t:he child's father, dated 23rd April, 1900.
·"Roibt. L. Elvin,
Dear Brother :-I take tthe liberty this morning
of writing you, in re.ferenc·e to our Httle
daughter, who was entirely blind in one eye.
Yourself and R. C. Evans admnister·ed to her
on the first Sunday of conference and now
she is entirely well, her eye is as dear as ever
it was. Pray for !her Bro. Elvin, ·that all may
be- well wil:'h ·ther. Pnaise be to the Lord.
Yours in th'e faith,
E. NIXSON."
Some time after this I wrote for a •testimony and
both the parents of the child reaffinmed tthe mirade
io me, and I have •l:heir letter.
1
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CHAPTER XXXII.

My Patriarchal Blessing.
At this conference I received my Patriarcha:l
Blessing. I have several reasons for saying that
t·his Patriarohal Blessing contains tihe word of God
to me. For several reasons I insert it in full:-

Patriarchal Blessing of Elder Richard C. Evans,
Given at Lamoni, Iowa, Monday P. M. April g,
Igoo, by Patriarch Alexander Hale Smith.
Brother Richard, under the influences of the.
Spirit of God, for I feel its presence strongly with
me now, I put my 'hands upon thy head to bless
thee in tihe name of the Lord Jesus Ch'ris:t. I find
here, as on•ce before, an Israelite indeed, one whom
God delighteth in, the integrity of whose heart won.
for him favor with God. He has not won this favor
without struggle, without a hard-fought lba·ttle with
himself and his surroundings, and the influences
that have been brought to ibear upon him to lead
him away from t1he path of duty have been strong.
Ordinarily he would not have been able to resist
these influences, but God was with !him, watching
over him, ·interfering in his rbe,half. Brother Rk'hard,
I say unto thee, God has known the struggle, He recognizes thee as His ohild, He has chosen thee as a
special agent, a minister tha•t He delights in, and He
bids thee be faithful, discharge the duties of t1he
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res•ponsible office that He has placed upon thee
wit;hout fear .of men; rhe only fear that may find
lod~ment in uhy heart, let it be bhe ,fear to displease
the Master, the Lord Jesus. If ·thou art faithful in
the discharge of those duties, thou shalt stand with
Him shoulder ~to shoulder in His Kingdom; thou
shalt gras.p His hand; thou s11alt receive words of
comfort from Him, His lips shall speak to thee and
thou shalt hear His words.
I say unto thee, Br.other Rkhard, the influences

·Of i:Jhe Spirit of God have been with thee strongly
in the past, but they will be with thee more in the
future; the past is •but the ea.rnes't of .bhe future.
If •thou art faithful to thy Covenant, thou
shalt be made mighty in the !hands of God to the
winning of souls to a recognition of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Do not fear the fa.ce of man; ·t<he L'Ord, t1hy
God, will stand by thee; lift thy voice in defence
of the Lord Jesus Christ and His 'cause w!herev·er
thou art. The influences of the Spirit of God shall
be around .thee, s•hal11buoy thee up. Still, thou wilt
see those things t1hat will ·per•plex thee; there will
come to thee hours of trial, there will sometimes
come seasons of darkness, !but t'hey will gradually
grow, less and less frequent, as ;t1hou shalt pass along
the life in fai tJhful discharge of t1hy duty, these
periods will grow less and less frequent. Thy mind
shall become dearer; thy vision shall be granted to
thee t•hat thou wilt be able to perceive t•he n3Jture
of the kingdom of God beyond many of thy fellows.
God will favor thee; He will give to t•hee of His
Spirit and make thee wise and thou shalt hecome
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a w1se ·counsellor to 'thy brethren, and thy voice
shall be 'heard in counsel for good continually.
Trust in God; be not shaken in faith and thou
S!halt stand with the bright ones that have won
favor with God, that 'have s·tood in the world, that
have met the powers of darkness, .that 'have overcome, that have wrought a work that has entitled
them to stand in the regions of light .and glory; God
will give ,thee power to bear t1he light, to stand in
the light of His presence, and thou shalt be blessed
of God.
Thou art of Ephriam, the line of Israel, and to
thee S'hall he granted much power among the children of men. The gifts of the gospel shall be thine,
and thou shalt 'be given wisdom to use them aright.
T:hy pathway lieth in many places of pleasure, many
pl<vces of enjoyment; many seasons shall come to
thee where thou shalt receive the influences 'Of the
Spirit of God ·to fiJI thee with joy 'and gladness. There
will, too, come hours of darkness ; there will be
more or less sadness oome to t:hee in the walk of
life; thy 'heart -vvill be touched with the sufferings
of ot•hers and it its softness thou shalt feel the sorrow like unto thy Master, as He saw the sorrows
of others and wept over them, so will it be thy lot
to see them, !hut thou wilt be granted power to
alleviate many of these sufferings and thou shalt
rejoice in it.
Trust in God, once more I say. He is thy
strength, He is t•hy help. Be not heady, neit:her
high-mind·ed, neither think more of thys·elf than is
rig1ht, but think enough of thyself, dear, brother, to
keep thyself free from the sins .of the world. Tempt-·
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ation will come to thee; t'he adversary will seek to
overthrow thee, and arguments will be presented
to thee 'by others; thy faith will 1be ridiculed and
thou wilt be ridiculed because of it; still, if thou
.art faithful, there is nothing that can be done by
--the 'hand of man shall separate t:hee from :the love
of the Lord, t hy God, and t hou shalt 'be redeemed,
stand with the redeemed, re·ceiv·e :the joy that is
given thee by reason of very faithful ·dis,charge of
duty and service of thy God.
1

1

I pray that God may seal upon thee these ibl·essings, dear brot:her. I have no fear in pronouncing
theni upon thee. I pray, too, ·that when it shall be
His good pleasure :thou should be called hence, tihat
the eve-time of thy life shall be glorious, vhat the
radiance s'hall shine around thee by reason of the
love w!hic'h thou hast won from .thy fellows in good
works, like unto -the golden radiance that makes
beautiful all the western horizon when the sun sets
in its glory; that the influences of light and glory
s'hall mark thee as a child of God.
Never fear if .t:hy feet are found in rugged ways;
remember, thy hand rest·eth in the hand of God, if
faithful, and he will lead tlhee safe through, dear
brother.
I seal upon t-he·e t1he promise of Eternal Life; I
now seem to see thee as thou art mingling with the
light and glorified throng that attends the coming of
our Lord and Saviour, singing the song of the Lamb,
and expressing thy gratitude, filled with :the Spirit of
God.
Oh, dear brother, fail not to win this; it shall
1
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be thine if thou art fathful, in the name of the Lord
J esus.-Amen.
Reported by Belle Robinson James.
While at the general conference we succeeded
in getting five extra missionaries in the Canada
mission ·this year. I also was appoint·ed to One elf
the Temple Lot Committee. That committee still
'stands. I baptized Pres. Joseph Smith's granddaughter, Bertha Anderson, ard several others. .
Pres. Joseph Smith again favored Canada with:
another visit presiding ov•er. the t'Yo June disrrkt
· conferences. After conference we toget'her visited
London, S:t. Thomas, Waterford and Tdronto, bo~l1
preaching in each city. W1hile at Niagara Falls Br?.
Joseph preached the dedkatory sermon of the new
church and I offered the prayer. Pres. Smith's visit
to Canada was a source of strength to all that heard
him, and no one will ever ·be :more wekome at any
time to the Canada mission than this Grand Old
Prophet of the Lord.
This summer Lizzie and I made a trip through
a number of the northern branches on our bkydes.
\7\! e were absent atbout two. months, and our greatest ride in one day was 105 miles.
While in Toronto during this trip we cleared
the ground for the Camden Street Church Building,.
and many of us worked from •eight to twenty hours a
day on ·that church. I w:mked at ·bricklaying by the
side of J. L. Mortimer. Many days nearly all the
work was per.fonmed by the ,S,aints without remuneration. I was called from, this work to dedicate the
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new Rostock Church, Sunday, Sept. 30th, and returned to Toronto ·the following day.
W;hen nearly time for October conference we
often worked until after midnight and sometimes
as late as ·two in the morning. We held the Occober conference in the new church.
A1ter ,the October ·conference conditions were
such t;hat I journeyed to the British Columbia part
of bhe field, pre;whing on the way in Chicago, Denver and Salt Lake City.
~While in Salt Lake City L preached twice, visited
the main <points of interest in and around the city,
met the firs~ presidency of the Utah Church, namely,
Lorenzo Snow, Geo. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith.
Mr. Snow and Smibh conversed with me on Polygamy. Mr. Cannon had little to say only to express his dislike for what I had to say when I detected Mr. Snow or Smibh in a false statement regarding the Polygamy question.
I visited s·ome with Mr. Joseph F. Smith and
family at two of this homes, was introdu·ced to two
of 'his wives and a host of his children. He only
had five wives then and just •tthirty-nine children.
I conversed with a numbe.r of :their leading men and
some of their most prominent women.
One of their elders ohallenged me to debate the
question of Polygamy and Succession. When I
requested him to write the proposition fo·r discussion he <backed rif!lht down and wme of his own
people laughed at him. I saw while there much' of
t:he evil effects of ·t.he accursed practice of that infamous doctrine Polygamy.
I saw much nice country when going through
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Caiorado, Idaho, VV ash'ington, Ut<rh and British
Columbia.
While in British Columibia I ordained two priests
and one tewcher, organized two branohes, one at
Ohilliwack, the obher at New Westminster, baptized one, collected over a thousand dollars in Tithing, and preached in Chilliwack, New Westminster, Vancouver, Victoria, and had quite an ~per
ience when crossing >the Pacific Ocean from Vancouver to Victoria. There '\vas a great storm, and,
while at prayer, I received a great blessing, whereupon I arose and wrote the following song, whkh
has been sung throughout Canada, ·entitled, "T,he
Stonm :"

THE STORM.
'Tis night on t he mighty Pacific,
T·he white crested waves wildly roll,
The great ship is tossing and plunging,
Grave fear fills the heart of ea·ch soul.
My thoug1hts wander over the waters
To the dear one I love far away;
Sweet memory recalls t'he last promise:
''Fear not, for you ever I'll pray."
1

ChorusLike a star gleaming over the waters
Dispelling the darkness away
·Came those words full of comfort from Lizzie,
"Fear not, for you ever I'll pray."
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'Mid >the sickness, the wailing and danger,
The noise of the ship and the crew,
· · .:.x/
A vision of home and of loved ones
''
Burst <brilliant and clear to my view.
By our own fireside they are. kneeling;
LiSt! they mention the one far away,
A :calmness. serene now comes o:er :me,
I know God will hear those· who pray.
Like a weary child falls int·o slumber,
So the wild billows 1hushed in 'the deep,
The harbor lights gleamed in the distance, . _
The £ear-stricken crew ceased ,to weep.
I quietly made my thank-offering
To Hi1m who had conquered the foa:m,
vVhile thought&, wandered far o'er th'e waters
To t:he dear one who prayed at our home.
Nov. 22, 1900.
While in Victoria I visited Chinatown op!um
dens, gambling dens, josh houses (a josh house is·
a Chinese place of worship), !boarded the English
man-of-war, called "War Spi·te," had a bath in the·
Pacific Ocean.
Our smallest meeting numbered five persons and'
the largest was thinty-five. Some few honest had
obeyed and were trying to r:emain :true, others were
slipping away and Bro. McGregor wa& much dis:..
couraged wi>th the work.
I returned 1home by way of Lamoni, Iowa, made·
my reports to Joseph Smith and Bishop E. L.
Kelley, and arrived home 111 time £or Christmas
dinner.
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CHAPTER XXXIII.

Hig9 Council of the Stake of Zion.
The first two montJhs of 1901 was devoted to
Hamilton and Toronto. Baptized several and organized the Hamilton lbmnch.
In MaPch Lizzie and I were invited to visit the
home of Doctor 0. H. Riggs and family, then re.siding <lit Cincinnati, Ohio. During our visit the·re
we were shown all the principle points of interest
in the city and also made a little trip into t1he State
,of Kentucky.
,While there I administered to Miss Marie Riggs
.and baptized Lawrence Riggs. All of our e:x~perises
were paid and we were made the recipients of many
tokens of :high regard attJhe 1hands o£ the doctor and
his wife.
The Ap-Ostles' Quorum met in Independenoe oh
March' 27tlh, and from that time until the close of
. conference I was very !busy. I preached the first
Sunday of the conference. After 1t1he conference,
High Council of the Stake of Zion was organized.
During the conference we were the guests of Bro.
and Sr. Orvil James, who after their wdl-known
style had everyt1hing to make us feel at home. After
the •conference we were the guests of Bro. and Sr.
Pickering, of Kansas City, Mo., who treated us
right royally. Leaving Missouri Saints we went to
Lamoni, Iowa, and while ~there I assisted to organ1ze the High Council of the Lamoni Stwke.
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During the summer I presided over the two
conferences and preaclhed and baptized in several
places throughout the Dominion of Canada.
A Baptist parson and a Disciple elder made
at:taciks on the church at Hillsburg. I was sent for,.
they refused to debate. I delivered several lectures
.to large audiences in the town hall after which Elder
Mortimer wrote a full account of the matter to the
Herald, so I need not publish here.
ln July I organized the Port Elgin branch, and
while Vhere ordained and ·baptized. I then went
north with Elder Shields, :preached in several places.
haptized a number, among them ·Bro. D. P. Perkins.
who has since been ordained an elder and is presiding over the Clavering branch.
That fall I was called to preach at ·the special
tent meetings in Chicago and had a grand time.
Later on t:he Waterford Saints purchased th:e fine
new church built by the Presbyterians. This people
had a fuss, disbanded, their shepherd fled the town,
and we purc•hased the church for much less than
one-third its value. During tihe fall I presided ovel"
the conferences and dedicated Waterford and P-ort
Elgin churches.
In November I was called to administer to Bto.
and Sr. Awrey, and child near Hi11sburg. These
people for years had been prominent members of
t:he Baptist Chur·ch. They. heard the gospel tb,t_?ugh
the life and laibors of King Cooper and others of the
Cedar Valley 1branc1h. It was a heavy blow to the
B:vptist Church when they joined the Latter Day
Saints.
On November the 1oth, I90I, when returning·
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from the Saints meeting in: their carriage dr:awn by
two spirited horses, the traces- became unhitehed,
the 'horses ·became unmanageable, and soon over the
rock roads they wildly galloped in wild fury, when
descending a steep rocky hill ·the tongue of the
carriage dropped, the carriage was turned over.
Bro. Awrey was bruised and 'bleeding, but not
seiously injured; not so with his wife and child.
On regaining his feet 1he found his wife and child
lying unconscious and <bleeding upon the rocks.
Friends soon arrived, the injured were •taken to their
splendid :home. Drs. Gibson, of Hillsburg, and McKinnon, of Guelph, were •called. They operated
on the child and found her skull fractured in two
pla.ces. They sawed two pieces out 'Of her skull
about t1he size of a twenty-five •cent piece; a little
piece of the brain came out about the size of a large
bean. Sr. Awrey had her skull fractured from one
ear to :the other. Dr. McKinnon, the s•peoialist, said
after the operation, "Mr. Awrey, I have no hope for
your wife's recovery, her skull is broken at .th'e base
from ear to ear and t•he wound on the top of the head
has nine stitches in it, she may live about five days."
Dr. Gibson did •all he could but on the ninth day he
gave her up and said to the nurse, "Give her enough
morphine to keep •her quiet for I have done my best,
no power on earth' can save her, she must die." At
·this juncture Elders R C. Evans, John Taylor and
Geo. Buschlen were sent for. On arrival they requested the privilege to administer. The nurse in
charge refused permission, so Elder Evans offered
prayer and soon found favor in the eyes of the nurse,
when they were permitted to administer, the child
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obtained help at once and soon was around, bhe
-.only effects of the accident now to be noticed is a
sunken hole .in the head, 1but this can only he discovered 'by feeling. The bre1lhren were compelled
rt:o go to other ca1ls, but a week .after, when Dr. Gi,bson had given Sr. hwrey up, Bro. Awrey sent again
for Bro. Evans and he was soon foJ:Iowed by Bros.
Buschlen and Taylor. All hopes seemed to •be gone
when Bro. Evans said to Bro. Awrey, "I feel t1hat
your only !hope now is to put yourself fully in God's
hands, and stop using the morp'hine." Bro Awrey
decided from that moment to fonbid the trained
nurse giving Sr. A<wrey any more morphine, said
Bro. Awrey, "I am satisfied now if Bro. Evans had
not advised me to for-bid using tihe morphine my
wife would have ~been in her grave. Now she is
thoroughly restored and we together make this
statement to the glory of God, that while :all that
medical skill could do was done, yet t•hey decided
my wife must die, yet by 1Jhe power ·Of God in the
several administrations and the counsel and advice
tendered by Elder Evans, my wife's life was s,pared.
We thank all Saints for the prayers offered and the
kindness shown.
Your Brother and Sister in the Fai.t1h,
EDMUND A WREY,
ELLEN A WREY."
Ospringc, Dec. 20, 1902.
Most .of the first three months of the year 1902
was devoted to the work in the Ohatham district.
During this time I organized the Stevenson branch
and , baptized a number. Of those baptized was
S.teV:,a.rt Lamont, now the presiding elder of the
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Chatham branch. During this trip I had the pleasure of lbaptizing Joseph Shaw and his wife. Brother
Shaw is the son of Elder George S:haw, one of rhe
first elders of the Reorganization in Canada, and he .
is filling his father's shoes.
I was called to go to Rochester, N.Y., on some
business, and made a hurried trip to Palmyra, N.Y.,
t.he old boyhood home of Joseph Smith. While
that part of the country I visited the Hill Cumorah',
and the house wher·e Joseph l'ived and t:he room
where the angel talked to him as also the tree where
Joseph went ·to pray the time he had his Jirst vision.
As I expect to refer to this place lat·er on I will
pass it 'by now, by saying, as I knelt in prayer on
t•hat 'historic hill I was !blessed of the Lord :and fdt
that the work ·commenced :there will triumph.
In April of that year I preached the opening sermon of the general conference at Lamoni, Iowa, and
the following Sunday I preached for the Old Folk
a:t the Home, and all felt cheered.
On the night of April 'the r6th' the Prophet Joseph Smith was in t•he Spirit, and received what is
known to us as the vision, that form~ the 126 section
of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants.
In this revelation Frederick M. Smith' and R. C.
Evans were called to the First Presidency, four of
the Twelve Apostles were called to occupy as Evangelical ministers, and five other elders were .called
to work as Apostles in tlhe quorum of the Twelve.
I sihall not attempt to describe my feelings, but
will permit the published documents to speak for
me at this time.
After the revelation ·had passed the quorum, and

in
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the time appointed for the ordination of those of
us who were called 'had arrived we assembled in tlhe
cihur,ch. Not a seat was vacant. Before we were
ordained we were requested to express ourselves
and I am reported as having made the following
sta:tement, whic'h 'Was pu;blished soon .af1ter:
R. C. EVANS' ADDRESS OF ACCEPTANCE.
Mr. President, brethren and sisters :-It is now
nearly twenty years since I first submitted to ordination in this church. Since that time the dear Lord
has blessed me, so muoh so, ~that so far as sickne'ls
is conc,erned I have been absent from Sab:bat•h se<rvices three times in these years, and I think but
seven times in all ·thes·e years ·have elapsed without
my occupying before the people as a representative
of the church. I have endeavored in weakness to
do my duty.
It is with a deep sense of the responsirbility that
attaches to this office that I approach this ordina-tion. I recognize that unless Divinity assists my
work in this capacity, as in all o'(lhers to which I
have been called, it would !be a failure.
I ·have had intimations of no uncertain character
leading up to this cal!, and w:hile I realize, to some
extent at least, the burdens, cares, and the sacrifices, yet I have learned to trust God and ·believing
that God has .called me to occupy t1his position, I
am willing to go forward as the church may desire
and as God has directed, leaving the result with
Him. I will promise, so far as I a:m a'ble; that I
will strive to do my duty. I recognize that God's
ways are not man's ways, and I am free to confess
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that were I, from a human standpoint, called upon
to make a selection, I would not be one to occupy
in t•i1is quorum, nor in the one in whi·ch I now
occupy; but again I am reminded of the words of
our Master, when rhe said, "I thank Thee God of
heaven and earth that Thou hast hid these t1hings
from the wise and prudent, and revealed them unto
babes, even so Father, because it seemebh good in
Thy sight." I trust that God may ·bless you all,
and that when before the altar of prayer you will
remember me as I struggle to perform the duties
that may now be imposed upon me, is my prayer.
T·he other brethren called, who were present and
ready for ordination, all made speeches, and the
house was full of the Spirit.
During the meeting there were nine prophesied.
One sung in tongues, one spoke in tongues, and
one bore testimony that he saw a vision of angels
standing over us when we were :being ordained.
I was ordained by t'he Prophet Joseph Smith
and Apostle ]. W. Wight, President Smith being
the speaker. Herewith I :present the prayer and
ordination as it was reported at the time.

Ordination of Richard C. Evans to the Office of
Second Counsellor to the President of the High
Priesthood, Under the Hands of President Joseph Smith and Apostle J W. Wight.
Lamoni, Iowa, April 20, 1902.
Richard, in the name of the Lord Jesus Ohrist,
as elders in the Church, ,called thereunto as e'lders
therein, we lay our hands upon you and confirm
upon you the office of Counsellor to the President
of the Church, of th'e high priesthood.
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And in thus laying our hands upon you in the
name of the lbody of Ohrist upon earth, and in His
holy name, we ·confer upon you the right and authority to a·st and offi.ciate in this office, and according
to and with that which has already been conferr·ed
upon you of this high priesthood; and that you may
act wisely and well, and >be fitted and qualified to
perform all the duties of this office, we present you
before the Father who is on high, in His Son's
name.
Father, grant unto this Thy servant that portion
of t1he Spirit of the office and calling unto which he
is now ordained, as shall qualify him under any
and all circumstances to rightly discharge the
duties thereof, to be wise in counsel, strong in every
effort to accomplish good, faithful unto the covenant
of peace, and so •provided that he may faithfully
defend against every attack of the adversary that
may seek to take him away or •to overthrow the
cause which he is sent abroad to represent.
And tin the name of Thy Son, E;~rant unto him all
that shall fit him for the difficulties and dangers
through which he may ·be called to pass; and may
his clays be long, and his wisdom suffi.cient thereunto. vV e ask in Jesus' name.-Amen.
Reported lby Eunice vVinn Smith.
Among the .many testimonies born to the truthfulness of the vision and to ·the Divine authenticity
of my call to t•he First Presidency, given to tlhe
pU!biic at the time, I submit the presentation given
to Apostle L N: vVhite, as printed in the "Ensign,"
for May Ist, 1902.
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CHAPTER XXXIV.
Divine Evidence of Beil1g Chosen Into the First
Presidency.
(Remarks of I. N. White.)

I would like to make a statement h'ere in r·egard
to Bro. R. C. Evans' ·call.
When President Smit;h, :the other evening, said
that 1he had received something in regard to the organization of the ·church, I felt a lively influence of
the Spirit come over me, that made me believ.e that
the presentation, whatever it should be, would be
of God. Hence when I went to my pla;ce of abode,
I thought it necessary that night to :fast and pray,
that I might have ·evidence of that which was to be
placed lbefore the congregation the next day. That
night I was very restless; it was almost in possible
for me to sleep; :but sometime during the niglht, I
dropped to sleep and dreamed that I was in the
offi·ce where the quorum of the Twelve have tbeen
meeting since here. The members of t:he quorum
were all gathered there. Presently, President Joseph'
Smith opened the door and came in without saying
a word to any one, neither were we talking; we sat
in silence when Joseph Smith' walked across the
fioor to where one of :the Twelve sat; it is not
necessary for me to mention 1:1he name of that member. Joseph stood in front of him looking lhim in
the eyes, but said not a word. And, seemingly, the
whole quorum was spell~bound as we were somewh'at amazed at the action of President Smith.
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Suddenly he turned around and walked across the
floor and stretched out his hand to Bro. Evans, took
him by the hand and led him out of the room when
the door dosed, at 'this juncture I found myself
awake. I ·wondered what it meant, I wrestled with
the Lord to find out what 1i'his all meant, but got no
answer.
I met with my quorum next morning, and at
twenty minutes :to I2 o'clock, President Joseph'
Smith came into the room and introduced t he document before referred to. He 'proceeded to read the
document. We learned that 'the name of R. C. Evans
was one to 'be chosen into the First Presidency;
and I saw by that, at once, that the dream I had
was in line with' 1the vision that President Smith
was presenting.
This appears to me like Divine evidence that
Bro. Evans was called of God to occupy as named
in the vision.
V\fhen I was placed in tihe First Presidency of
the Church I reques,ted Bis,hop E. L. KeHey to release me, as Bishop's agent of the London district.
His reply was, "God called you to that position,
remain there till He directs that you be released.''
I am still acting as the Bishop's agent in Canada,
and the Lord has, and is ·blessing my labors in that
part of the work.
The early summer was devoted to the preaching
of the gospel in Canada, and t1he Lord was with me
at times in power.
I met President Joseph' Smith at Dow City Reunion and tented with !him on :the camp ground.
While at Dow City, Iowa, I preached five sermons.
1
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From there we went ·to Council B·luffs and
Omaha, where we iheld three meetings, and then
to Lamoni, Iowa. :After attending to some work
there we 'Went to St. Joseph, Mo., and tihen to Independence, Mo., preaching at each of those places.
We then left for St. Louis, Mo., where we received
a grand reception and each received a purse of
money. Our next stop was at th'e Reunion at
Xenia, Ill. Here I pxea·ched seven times and baptized several.
Here I parted with Joseph, having lbeen called
to administer to one that 'Was very si·ck in St.
Thomas, and here let me say, on the way I filled an
appointment of one night at St. Louis, Mo., where
I ledured on the Book of Mormon for •i'he Religio
and took train th'e same night for Canrada.
Here I met that grand old man, Uncle John H.
Lake. He was blessed with the gift of tongues and
I received some wonderful promises.
The fall and winter was spent in Canada, doing
all that I could to preach the gospel. I •made one
hurried trip to Mic·higan conference, and delivered
two lectures on Temperance, one in the Blenheim
Baptist Ch'urc•h and the other in the City Hall of
London.
'r.his winter we staTt·ed to publish ilhe paper
callecl the ''Canadian Messenger" in Canada, and I
was appointed !business :manager, wivh Fred Gregory as editor and Sister MacGregor assistant
editor. This year Elder Daniel Ma·cGregor 'Was in
charge of the work in the Dominion.
The first three months of th'e year 1903 were
spent in the southern part of Canada mission. I
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dedicated the Cedar Springs Church and baptized
several, and while here I wrote >the folLowing song,
which I rendered at the party at our home in honor
of my wife's birthday:
The two score Post is past, Lizzie,
This day you start anew,
Another year of life, Lizzie,
God guide you safely through.
T'he dead years l'hat are gone, Lizzit.,
In which you had a part.
\V ere full of loving deeds, Lizzie,
The fruitage of your iheart.

Your deeds are wafted far, Lizzie,
Upon the wings of fame,
The poor, the sad and weak, Lizzie,
Rejoice to speak your name.
Your words have 'been 'but few, Lizzie,
Yet cheered they hearts oft' sad,
\Vhile deeds perfonme'd iby you, Lizzie,
Have made t1he downcast glad.

vVith modest deeds and words, Lizzie,
You won the love of all,
\i\Tbo knew yon best in life, Lizzie,
Yes all, both great and small.
A score and more of years, Lizzie,
You've been my faithful wife,
A heaven-sent gift to me, Lizzie,
The greatest of earth-life.
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Pure, true, wise, faithful, just, Lizzie,
Your walk throug•h life has been,
God's pattern Saint to me, Lizzie,
Your life kept me from sin.
While now I pen these lines, Lizzie,
The fruitage of your life
Proclaims in all you are, Lizzie,
A pure, true Saint and wife.
That spring I spent seven days •with the other
m·embers of the Pres•idency in Lamoni, wh'en we
three left for Independence, Mo.
During the .conference I preached one sellmon,
performed my part in the general conference as
best I could, and worked hard in the High' Council
fo:- some days on some important matters that were
hefo1 e the Council.
Leaving Independence with Elder F. M. Sheey
and Sister Belle James we were the guests of Sister
James· brother, at his new !hotel in Tulsa, I. T.
While there Brother and Sister Robinson, our
nostess, gave us a grand time, tihe best was none
too good for us, •and the time sped swiftly by.
\Vhile ·there we visited the Bayley ran.ch and
preached and saw the grea1t Indian country, when
we left for the east, after having all our expenses
paid by the li'beral hand of vV aHace Robinson.
The next week found us hard at work in council
with the leading quorums of tlhe church on some
financial matters.
Leaving Lamoni I preached in Chicago and Detroit, and arrived home finding all well and lhappy.
After presiding over the two Canadian •conferwww.LatterDayTruth.org
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ences came the trial of my life. It came when the
time arrived to leave the American continent for
the first time in my life.
vVhen the day arrived to go the Saints came to
the Station. I think I <can safely say t:here was not
one Saint present that did not weep at ·the •parting,
w~th the· exception of my Lizzie. vVhen I kissed
her good-:by, she looked up and smiled. This was
a 'brave fight on her part. I boarded tlhe train, and
at once ran through the train to the last car. W'hen
I went out on the platform .of the coach I saw
Lizzie with her head leaning against the brick wall,
weeping as if her heart would break. Some one
said, "Lizzie, R. C. is on the rear end of the .train."
Instantly she turned, wiped the tears away and
waving 1her 'handkerchief till the train was out o£
sigrht.
She, the companion of my youth, the joy of my
life, felt my departure more keely than all that concourse of Saints ·combined could do. It meant
months of lonliness to her that they could not realize, yet, brave, true heart, in order to make the parting as easy as she could for me, she had cont:rolled
her feelings till she thought I was out of sight.
God hless her, when I ~think of her pure, true,
strong, self-sacrificing life. A pang shoots through
my !heart as the thought 'comes, shall I be unworthy
to be with her, in the world t'hat knows no deatl:l,
where tears shal! channel .face no more, but where
the pure and good elwell in the presence of the Holy
One, when the lost chord is found, and t'he ransomed
join in the divine harmony at the corona1tion of the
King, and crown Him Lord of all.
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I joined. President Joseph Smith and Elder
William Newton at Niagara Falls. \N e journey·ed together, arrived in Brooklyn, N.Y., wlhere we
preached to the Saints in their hall and 1prepared for
our passage to England.
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CH!A:PTER XXXV.

A Successful Mission to the British Isles.
On the morning of June 17th, President Joseph
Smith, Elder William Newton and I embarked in
the good s'h'ip "New York," and were soon "on the
rolling wave." We had a good dinner, but I was
sea-sick before supper ·time. That night the provhet took my shoes off and I roUed into bed.
I think I only had four meals in the dining hall
during t!he entire voyage. Dry 1biscuits, dry turkey,
and little lunches on deck just to keep from starving was my ex·perience. Brother Joseph never lost
.a meal and enjoyed perfect health w:hile on the
water, and to 1111e he was prophet, 'Physician, companion and brotlher.
.
During the voyage Josep!h would give me one
and two .letters a day 'Written by the dear ones in
Canada, who 1had made him pos·tman, to c'heer me
on the way. I have all those letters now and bhey
are not for sale.
Ah, lbut it was good to see land once more, tlhe
green grass and t'he waving ·trees made us think of
"'Home sweet home." We sighted Scilly Island, the
coast of Cornwall, and France on the distant side of
the English Channel.
Elder John Rushton met us at tlhe Southampton
1anding, and soon we were in London, mighty London. My .first work was to send a cablegram to my
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Lizzie and she was to forward it to Sister Ada
Smith.
Our first day in England we beheld the King in
his glory, also the Queen and Lord Roberts and tlhe
great ones of the nation out on parade. Not being
on speaking terms, we lifted our hats and tlhey
passed on.
I will <be brief with regard to our British Isles'
mission, for three reasons. First Joseph wrote the
trip up for the "Herald," and I wrote it up for the
Canadian Messenger; second I require the space for
other matter, and uhird I am pressed for time.
While in London we visited vV estminster Abbey,
St. Paul's Cathedral, Smithfield, the spot where the
Romans and Protestants, each in their •turn, murdered each other in the name of tthe Holy One, that
taught :that we love even our enemies. V1le visited
the Old Bailey, London Tower, London Bridge,
Nelson's Monument, the British Museum, tand many
other points of interest.
From London we went to Enfield, Lydney, then
to Cardiff, vVales, visited Llandaff Cathedral, built
m the fourth century, gazed upon tlhe tomb of the
late Bishop Richard C. Evans, who was a great
Catholic prelate of the dead past. From there we
went to Llandly, where we heard the Saints sing
in Welsh, t:Jhen to Denis, and on to N antyglo. Here
we visited the coal mines. From ,there we went to
Birmingham, Eng. Here we were accorded a fine
reception, meeting Bishop Taylor and several other
prominent elders of •the English mission. Our next
stop was at Stafford. Here we spoke and sung m
a graphaphone, arrived at Lei,cester. This is an old
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city. Here we visi•ted Wollsrley Abbey, the grave
of King Richard III., also the spot where he died
on the river side. Here Wydiffe, Wesley, La,timer,
and other ·early re.formers preached.
Joseph was suffering with a sore face, so Brother
Rushton and I went to the famous old town of
Lubherworth, •entered •the ·old chm·ch where Wycliffe
preached his first sermon on the reformation. In
this churc'h :he gave to :tJhe world the firs1t English
translation of •the Bi•ble. I sat in the ·chair in which
he died.
He was buried under th'e stone floor of this
chur·ch, and after his bones had rested there £or
eighteen years they were taken up and burned to
ashes and the •ashes were rthrown in the litJtle river
Swift. I was down at •1lhe river, to the spot from
which his ashes drifted out to the sea.
Our next stop was at Clay Cross. Here we were
permitted to meet with some of the true-hearted
Saints and to worship in their own church, and
while there I lhad the privilege of <baptizing four
persons.
VVhen •passing througih Chesterfield we visited
the famous old church with the crooked stee•ple.
From there we went to the great city of Sheffield.
\IV!hile •there we visited several of the large manufacturing plants, a;mong •them the Brown steel works,
where they employ over 20,000 workmen. Here we
saw tihem making the great steel armor plates. We
also entered the celeibrated Rodger works, and there
we saw a knife with 1,890 !blades.
·while preaching there we had eight Uta:h elders
present at our meetings, and after •th'e meeting in
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the hall, several of us went to tJhe .Square and
preached to a great multitude of people.
Our next stop was at Leeds. Here we met many
•of ·the Saints of the mission and presided over the
conference_. During ~the conference Joseph and I
were each presented with 'a beautiful address,
which, later was artistically arranged iby the hand
printers to the King, and when hound in Morocco,
was forwarded to our homes in this country.
Herewith I submit a copy of the address presented to me:

Address of Welcome Presented to Elder R. C.
Evans, of the First Presidency, by Order of
the Mission Conference, Aug., 1903,
Leeds, England.
We, the :memibers of the British Isles' Mission
Conference of the Reorganized Church' of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, in the n:ame of the
ministry and laity of fhe Church in tJhe British
Islands, iheartily bid you welcome to our shores
which we sincerely hope may not prove inhospitable
to you.
\V e feel pleased to think that you have for
twenty-two years carried on, and trust •that you
may continue to carry on, the Lord's work in Canada which you have so nobly and faithfully performed even at the peril of your life (Acts 15 :26).
vVe thank almigihty God that He has in His infinite goodness spared your life to visit us, and
worship wi·th us, tJhe one God, and enjoy association
with •t·he Saints whose homes are in •t,hese Isl,ands,
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the inhabitants of whidh have done more to disseminate the written word than any other nation on
the earth. VV e earnestly hope that you, the s·ervant
of the Lord, •counsellor to your !honorable co-labourer President Jos·eph Smith, may be spared many
years to occupy that position and together with
him have ample opportunity to rig4htly interpret
that word w'hich our fellow countrymen !have so
lavishly distrrbuted among •the nations.
\11[ e reverently hope that the good accruing from
your visit may •be reciprocal; that while you our
bro'cher may be benefited intellectually, physkally,.
and s·piritually, we may :be blessed and strengt:lhened
by association with representatives of that nation
whose forefathers in 1620 A.D. anchored their
barks off the wild New England shore, ibraving ·the
perils of tempestuous seas, rigors of climate, and a
new cmmtry peopled with the savage, benighted descendants of a once enligihtened race, to find
"A faith's pure shrine
Freedom to worship God."
T0:0. \"/. RUSHTON,
President of Mission.
WM. R. ARMSTRONG,
S. F. ::VIATHER,
Secretaries of Mission.

President Smith made a beautiful reply and I
followed as bes•t I could.
From there we visited the world renowned Kirkstall Aibbey, ·built in 1147, and ruined by Oliver
Cromwell in the sixteenth century.
Our next stop was at Manchester. Here Joseph
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and I were ·each presented with silver medals. On
one side of the medal is a shield, upon whcih is an
open book with the words BOOK OF MORMON.
Around the book are the words "British Isles, Zions
Religio Literary Society, Organized 1901, by G, T.
Griffith."
On the other side of •t1he medal were these words:
"'Presented to R. C. Evans, of the First Presidency,
Aug. 4th, 1903." Here Josep'h Smhh' became a member of the Religio.
The Manchester Saints rented a hall in the city,
and we marched t"he city, headed by a brass band,
to the hall, where we were ea·c'h presented with an
addres1s and made .reply. We had .a number of good
meetings in this city and I !baptized nine there,
among them one of the Utah elders.
From Mandhester we went to Stockport. Our
work done there we went to Liverpool and to the
New Brighton ibe<Vch'. This is one of the great English pleasure resorts. vVhile on the sands a colored
American was playing a violin, and when he touched
tihe string·s to the tune, "Home sweet home," we
thought it was grand, but when he played "My Old
Kentucky Home," Joseph rushed up and gave him
some money, like a miliionaire.
\111 e then went to vVarrington, then Vliggin,
then Farnsworth.
Our next stop was at Carnarvon, \Vales. Here we
entered the old castle wlhere t'he Prince of Wales
has been .crowned from 1284 to 184L
Now ·came the roughest voyage of my life, •crossing the Irish Channel. The water is nearly always
rough here, but the old tars told us that this was
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one of the worst they ever saw. Believe me we.
had our ups and downs. Here I determined to fight
against the sea-sickness, and with t:he :bravery horn
of fear, I went on deck with J osepih and John, ·grasped the great :brass rod by the cabin and 'hung on ..
One moment we were studying astronomy and the
next Geology. It just seemed that tJhe sea was
sporting with our s:hip, and would throw us to the
stars and then plunge us to tlhe rocky !bottom of the
channel.
vV ell, Burns said that toothache was the Hell
of all diseases, but Bobbie was miSitaken, for a bad
tooth is fun compared with "Mal-de-Mer." I hung
on till I was compelled to lert go, and suddenly I had
a call below, and there, 0 what a sight met my
gaze, men women and childr-en were sick in ·every
direction; some were rpraying, others were swearing, but I had not time for either, I just exemplified
my well-known generosity,-Talk about ''the widows mite," why that was not "a drop in the :bucket'~
to my gift. I gave all I had, and lost all the hard
feelings that I ever had against anybody. Some one
said, "Cast thy bread upon the waters," well I did
that till the last portion of tlhe lunch we purchased
-before going on board was gone, and then I seemed
to be willing to give more, but could not. Well,
clear old companion John Rushton came clown to
see how T was doing, ·but "doing was a deadly
thing," and I had stopped DOING AND WAS
LIVING BY FAITH ONLY. But the glory was
too much for John. Let me say that what John
saw and I felt was "not lawful to be uttered." The
memory of it worked on John's lunch', and soon he
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was feeding the fish, while Joseph was in the !best
of health, the fish might starve for all he cared.
How selfish' some great men' are, but we all have our
faults.
Having arrived in Ireland we visited Dublin,
'that great city of priestcraft, supersrt:ition and idolatry, with its ninety-three convents, poor priestridden Dublin. While there we visited some of the
principle ·places, such as P>hoenix Park, 'Donnybrook
and other places of interest.
vV·e cros·sed the Boyne river where King William,
Prince of Orange, won the famous battle, and visiteel Belfast, and from there started for Scotland.
Glasgow was our next stop. Here we met Elder
George Thorburn and wife, who were doing missionary work in tha:t part, as also many good Saints.
Here Joseph and I w~re presented with an address
and made reply.
\1V e went to the famous Loch Lomond and
sailed from one end of the :Jake to the other, and
gathered heather on the "Bonny Banks."
Our next stop was at Hamilton, Scotland, cihe
home of the missionary in charge of th'e mission,
and our traveling chaperone, John Rushton. Visited
Bothwell castle, where Mary Queen of Scots was
in hiding to save her life from Holy Queen Elizabeth, tihe Head of the Church of England. While
there \Ve went down the great coal mines and surely
it was a sight never to rbe forgotten.
From there we went to Edinburgh, visited the
Castle, also Holyrood Palace and AlYbey. Here we
entered the room vvhere Mary Queen of Scots slept
and the bed. is there as she left it so many years ago.
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From there we journeyed to London, and after a
.stay of several days at the home of Brother Sheldon, we, on the 19th of Sept., Ibid far,ewell to the
Saints of Eng1and and were on our way •to HOME
SWEET HOME.
Perhaps I had better state her·e that in nearly
.every pla,ce I have mentioned, 'We bot:h preached and
did such oth'er church work as we were led to perform, and in every place t:he Saints did their best
to make us happy ahd comfortable, and the many
pres·ents that we received betolk,en the f·a·ct thalt they
·enjoyed our visit, and since we arrived in America
the Saints of the British Isles' mission h'ave continued to remember us at every Christmas time and we
have been requested several times to return there,
and have promised that if requested to go we will
~ladly return, but it will not be "TILL THERE IS
NO MORE SEA."
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CHAPTER XXXVI.
Home Again.
On the return voyage we had some stormy weather. I was sick part of the time, but Joseph never
lost a meal, and was in excellent health, in fact his
face seemed to get better and the suffering endured
by him while in England seem •to hav·e left no trace,
for he was cheerful and happy all th'e way over.
On the night of the 23rd of September, while
in our state room, a personage a1ppeared to me. He
was dressed in a flowing white rorbe, had light waving hair falling gracefully down over his shoulders.
He slowly approached me and handed me a wreath,
made of maple leaves, wirth a small wh.i·te flower
running around the cenrter of the leaves and
directly across the ·center of t1he wreath. In the
same white flowers was the word "CANADA." The
wreath was in a cirde and the word Canada crossed
the center of <t:he wreath.
At first I was nervous, but the sweet smile of
the messenger dispelled my fears, as he was looking at me, holding out the wreath for me to take
it. At last I spoke. It may not be necessary for
me to relat·e all tha•t was said, nor the exact words
that were spoken. I may say, however, that I received the following instruction and information:
You have contemplated moving to Independence,
:-Iissouri, and have purchased property there. It
is the will of the Lord that you remain in Canada.
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I was informed that Canada was to beoome a
mighty colony and that thousands of people would
make their home in Canada; that from the British
Isles, Europe .and the United States would come
those people. That t'he church would ibecome a
powerful agent for good in that land, and that the
Lord would protect and sustain me when .attack
was made .against me both wi·thin and without the
chur-ch, and thcut I should receive revelation .as to
my future location should the time come for me to
- leave my present :home.
The reader is not to suppose that I have giv•en
all that was revealed to me, nor that I have given
the words VERBATIM, for I can not repeat al\ 't!hat
was said, nor •can I remember the exact words of
that which was spoken. But the thought as I understood it was that I was not at that time to move
to Independence, that my work lay in Canada and
would for some time, and that if in th·e future I was
to move to Independence, that the Lord would so
direct through the proper channel.
From that time I hav·e not made a move toward
LOCATING AT Independence, but have renewed
my efforts in t'he CANADA MISSION, CONTENT
TO HO~D THE LOT THERE TILL THE
LORD INSTRUCTED ME TO GO THERE.
We arrived in I\ ew York, and there I parted
with President Smith, he going to the Fall R:iver
conference and I to my home in London.
Permit me to say right here that all my associations wit,h Brother Joseph while on this missi.on were
pleasant and agreeable.
On my arrival a s·plendid reception was tendered
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me, and during the Zion's Religio Convention at
London I was presented with the foUowing address,
and made such reply as I could:
To Pres. R. C. Evans :
Beloved. Honorary President, of Zion's R:eligio
Literary Association of London District-Greeting:
We, the Religians, desire to ·express our feelings
of Gratitude to God that he has answered our prayers and granted the r,ealization of our hopes in permitting you to return from your trip to foreign
lands.
When last we met in convention our hearts were
saddened because of your contemplated· journey
and at least mon>ths of separation, and also 'that you
were eX1posed to the dangers of raging storm and
foamy billows of ''the great seas which divideth' the
lands."
Bi.l't as your mission was to herald the glad tidings of joy to our fellow men our fears wer,e stilled
as we realized thaJt you were ibeing upheld by the
prayers of God's people and that he who once spake
peace to the troubled waters could, and would, protect his servant in the discharge of 'his duties.
Your mission of love called you to go "whether
over mountain, plain or sea," and although bonds
of love and ties of home enti,ced you to remain, for
"Man, t,hrough all ages of revolving ~time,
Unchanging man, in every varying clime,
Deems his own Iand of every land the pride,
Beloved by He~ven o'er all the world beside,
His home the spot of earth supremely blest,
A dearer, sweeter spot than all the res1t."
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Yet you bravely heeded the voice of God and
said good-by to country, home and loved ones:
God ·be with you till we meet again might have
meant on the other shore.
With gratefu~ heants we welcome you again, glad
to dasp your hand, see your kindly smile, and to
·have your ever willing assistance in counselling and
directing our efforts to advance the gospel and our
own beloved Religio work.
Let these ftowers----"God' s own undertones of love
to mankind_:_convey oto you the love and high est·eem
in which you are held, and our words are inadequate
to express.
They are a composite ·remembrance as every one
of our twenty-one locals is represented by a rose of
love and is supplemented •by one for the home class.
These, your own favorite flowers, are i111terspersed wi•th our own maple 'leav·es, emblematic of
·Our love of country-Canada, fair Canada, the emblem of )ove and patriotism are entwined with evergreen, a type of the everlasting gospel, and all a,re
bound together with the white ri;bbon of puritty. Let
this ·bouquet represent our high •esteem and manifold welcome home again.
Dear Brother, we ask you to accept this as a
feeble token from your co-laborers-brothers and
siS!ters in Chris,t, but be assured behind •the gift ·there
lies the true, the real 'love of God's children unexpressed.
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We :trust that many yea.rs of association shall be
ours to enjoy as we endeavor to advance onward and
upward.
FLORALICE MILLER
EDITH POPE.
Signed on behalf of
JAMES PYCOCK.
Association,
MINNIE FAULDS.
ALICE KNISLEY.
After a few days visit at home I stanted for the
Cha:tham conference. After! a good •Confepence I dedicated the W allaceburg Church, :and then p:reached
the opening sermon of the new church at Chatham.
From ther·e I wemt to Kimball, :preached for a time
there ·to fine audiences and then I dedicated t•he new
church at Kimball, and closed the year's labor by
preaching at London and baptizing s·even.
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CHAPTER XXXVII.

My First Trip to the Great Northwest.
1904.-January was given to London and St.
Thomas, where I baptized several. I drove to Osburn in the worst storm of the wint·er. My Lizzie
was with me and we were at times a!hout ready to
give up, but after a long, col.d and dangerous drive,
we arrived at our ·plac·e of destination. The return
trip was even wors·e than going. vV e .were upset
several times, and 'the horse in stumbling th'rou~h
the snow-drifts was cut and bruised and kicked his
shoes ·Off, and we had to unhitch and make roads.
The snow was in places twelve feet deep.
In February I worked in Toro111to, dedicating ·ohe
Camden Street chur,ch and 1baptizing ten.
The 'Spring confer·ence was :held at Kirkland,
Ohio. Lizzie and I, with nineteen ot,hers from Canada attended that conference. I preached twice.
My mother, who had up to 'the last few mont,hs
always enjoyed good heaibh, had been going down
rapidly, and the end came on the morning of May
30th. Had she lived eleven days more she would
have been ei~hty years of age. T<here was a large
ga<thering at the church. From the church we bore
her away to sleep by father's side on the lonely ifl,ill
-crest, till t1he Master calls.
Early in June, the Rev. Mr. Chapman, Disdple
pars·on M Grand Valley, got to hungering for a little
notoriety, so he rushed into the papers with some
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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old stale slanders against Joseph Smith' and the
Latter Day Glory. The Saints sent me t:he papers
and requested that I reply, which I did, and we had
it for some time t'hrough the columns of the "Dufferin Post."
I challenged him to affirm in debwte what he said
·he 'could prove, but 1he refused :to meet me on the
platform, 'but when ;he knew that I had ·to go to the
conferences of London 'and Ohwtham distfi.ots he
sent for the noted ·Clark Braden, who in my
a·bsence was very hold.
He delivered six
lectures in the largest hall in Grand Valley,
and as soon as this -reached my ears I sent
·on a bill announcing ~t:hat I would reply to
Braden in the same hall. Here I replied to all that
he had to say and mentioned his name many times,
.and one ·of my lectures was ·entitled, BRADEN UNMASKED. He was just acros1s the road, ·the windows up so that he ~could hear all that I had to say,
hut if you think that ·the ONLY Braden came to
see or talk to me you a·re mistaken.
The 'people said that I had answered all his
slanders and that if ever Braden made ·another cowardly attack on our church' it would 'be beneath the
notice of honest men to reply to him or to listen to
him. vVell, I did the job and was off to fill other
appointments, but ·behold 1the brave fellow was out
the next week with a reply to me, but ·he did not
hurt many people for few paid any attention to him.
After a grand reception and the baptism of a
Disciple I left for other appointments. Fr·ed Gregory was again on ·hand ~to assist me in these lec:tures.
1
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By agreement of the F·irst Presidency and th~
invitation of the Saints of 11Jhe eastern mission I leit
for t1he Eastern States, July 2oth, .and was, on arrival at Fall River, Mass., tendered a grand reception. They had the church all decorated and gave
me a splend<id address. There I met DL W. A. Sinclair, and his f.atheT, mother and brothers, whom I
had baptized in dear old Canada when he rwas a.
small lad. I also met here another of my boys, ba·ptized by me in London when a small boy, Harry
Howl-ett, who is now the presiden't of that branch.
I was made at home at the residence of Dr. John
Gilbert, and all the 'Saints that have been at Fa.ll
River know what that means.
The first Sunday 'there }j addressed five meetings?
talking over four 1hours, and strange as it may appear, they all lived through it.
\Vhile east I prea,ched in Boston, Fall River,.
Shawment, Attelboro, then on to Silver Lake Reunion. Here I met Pres,ident F. M. Smith, Brother
Smith, F. M. Sheehy and I were made Presidency
of the Reunion. I ibaptized 14 and preached eight
times during the Reunion. We had lovely meetings.
and grand time bathing in the salt water, and playing baseball, and the outing was a blessing to us,.
all, as I believe.
vVhen on that eastern mission I visited many
hiSitoric places. I ·was at Lexington and Concord,.
where 1Jhe first bart1tles were £ought that commenced
the struggle tha:t finally resul.ted in the Independenc-e of the United Sta•tes.
From Boston to New York, Brooklyn and Philadelphia, and thanks to the kindness of Bishop Zimwww.LatterDayTruth.org
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merman I made my first visi<t to Washington. Here
I saw Pres,ident Roosevelt, but we did not speak as
we passed 'by.
In nearly all of the places mentioned I preached
,as the way opened, and I was Tight royally entertained :by all the good Saints of t:he east.
Leaving the east I hurried home .and remained
there two days. Made a shor'tl <trip at Chicago.
While there I preached and baptized two grandohildr·en of tihe late Bishop Blak.eslee, l:he children
.of his daughter, Mrs. Smi1th, now residing in DetrO! l, Mich'.
J was pleased to meet my Lizzie in Chicago, and
from there we went'together to the World's Fair at
f.t. Louis, Mo. We had a splendid time during the
fa:r. T·he St. Louis Saints were kindness personi:fied.
While there we met many Saints from a distance, among them Be:Jle and Orvill James, las also
Louise and Wallace Robinson, and they did put up
the dollars till we saw abou1t all that was to 'be seen
·On the grounds.
Lizzie returned home and I went to Dow City,
Iowa, to the Reunion. Here' I tented wi,th President
Joseph: Smith, ·preached f!ine sermons and !baptized
·.three.
I hurried back to Canada, and after ·presiding
'Over the two conferences, I made arrangements to
meet Elder ]. L. Mortimer in Toronto, from which
city we started for t•he Great North \7VeSit.
We did church worlk in Winnipeg and Treherne,
.and at Rosendale we organized a branch and ordained a priest and a teacher. In this place the
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Methodists opposed me gr-eatly, but since that time
the new church which 'they had just erected has,
been purchased by the Saints, and I was sent for
and dedicated it to the 1true worship. While there
I had the pleasure of baptizing some in the icecovered waters of the Assiniboia.
Our next st-op was at Ashville, from there to Spy
Hill. Here I baptized when they said it was fortynine 'below zero. One of 'those baptized was BrotJher
Dorsett, now a missionary in the north west.
Our next place of meeting was at or near W eyburn, Sask. Here we organized the W eyburn
branch.
I had intended going on to Alberta, but urgent
demands called me 1to hurriedly return to Ontario.
Let me say ito the credit of ]. L. Mortimer, Alvin
Knis,ley, S. W. Tomlinson, and A. Dorsett, 'that I
found they had clone good work in thwt field and'
mistakes were 'but few.
I must not forget the name of Elder Freel Gregory, for he it was that made 1the first missionary
trip to that far away Jielcl, and he endured hardships there that wiU never be forgonten, crossing the
streams in ,cold weat'her, at times taking off his
clothing and tieing 1them on his head while he forded the chilly streams.
Returning to London the first work! that required'
my atte111tion was to arrange some missionary matters, and then I left for the city of Toronto. After·
preaching for some time to large congregations, it
was sugg·ested ,by some that we hire the large·
Majestic Theater. Well, we thought of the expense·
and our heart failed us, till some of the hrethrem
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sa;d, "R. C., will you prea.ch in the Majestic if we
put up :the money for 1two nights?" ''Sure thing,"
said l. The city was properly billed and the great
i:Jheater \Vas well filled with .an aUentive congregation. The great theater was full every Sunday night
after that till I ·was cailled away to prepare for tJhe
fast appro_aching general conference. Several were
baptized, and I was by resolution invited to cont:inue
the work next winter.
Arriving home, I soon had L,izzie on the way to
Lamoni, Iowa, where we were during the conference, the guests of Brother and Sister Ben. Anders•un. Sister Anderson is the ~prophet's daughter.
I was very busy during the ~conference a:nd
Lizzie returned home alone, I having to remain to
tacke part in the ~proceedings of the High CounciL
Soon aft,er my arrival I went nort'h, and many of us
took steamer for the Mani'towaning Island conference. Here we !had a grand conference, met many
-of the Island Sain1ts and was delighted with the good
work performed on the Island 1by George and SamtJel Tomlinson and John Shields.
'While there I dedicated the new church at Manitowaning, and organized a branch at tha:t place,
with W. R. Smith in charge. I also ordained Rohc;-t Clark Rl1ssell to the office of Seventy.
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CHAPTER XXXVIII.

Attended Many Conferences and Reunions.
In August I attended the Akron, Ohio, Reunion,
preached 1three sermons, and started for the •eastern
mission. Arriving at Tousitt, Mass., I found a, host
of the tried and true assembled in Reunion, and I
learned that they had already elected me :to preside
over t1he Reunion with the President of ·the mission.
During the Reunion I preached five times, and at
its clos·e I went to Boston and •there took steamer
for ·the State of Maine.
I presided over the conference at Littl.e Deer Isle,
and pr·eached two sermons. From there to Mountainville, preached two sermons and •then to Stonington, where I preached sev·eral sermons and had
a pieasant visit.
Brother Charles Lake ·waJs in charge of the work
in Maine then, and ·he: did his best to give me a good
time, and I look upon the visit wii:Jh him as a bles·sing to us hot'11. He is the son of Uncle John Lake.
Returning to Boston, I preached, and ·then to
Providence, where 1 ..Vas greeted with' great resped
by the resident Saints, then on to Philadel·phia,
where I preached several times in the nice Saints
church in the dty. While there I was nhe guest of
Bishop Zimmerman; from there to Pittsburg, Pa.,
where I met Apostle U. vV. Green, and a number
of the missionaries of the mission, in a district conference. \V e had a sp:lendid conf.erence, and •thas·e
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men clubed together and compeled me to do most
of the preaching.
Brother Green left Pittsiburg for vVheeling, Va.
Here we took steamer for Moundsville and MarieH:t,
Ohio., where the historic mounds are, from whkh
records of prehistori,c people have been dis·cov·ered.
These ancient records have as yet never been deciphered, but the picture of the strange writings
are to he seen in the village stores·.
Here I parted with Elder Green. He had ibeen
very kind ·to me in the hour of my ne·cessi1ty, £or I
was at that time suffering with some of "Job's
comforters" on my neck and he tenderly dre<ssed
rny boils.
My next stop was a,t Creola, Ohio, where I was
the guest of Brother Kirkindall. T:h'e leading feature of my work there may be learned ;by the following narrativ·e, which may 'be interesting 1to some of
our American cousins, especially.
I had been requested to come .t·o Creola to speak
at the Old Soldi·ers' Reunion. T<hey were 'there from
·dl parts iike the sands of the sea. The Reunion was
held in a beautiful Grove, t'he weather all that couJ:d
he desired. The great attraction pres·ent was the
Governor of the great state of Ohio, Mr. Herrich,
and two generals of the American army.
The Governor made a nice speech and I followed
ltim. My speech was America, past, pres·ent and
f111ture. To the astonishment of perhaps all present,
l started in to prove that this continent had been the
home of a mighty civilization, whose orwtors, kings,
"tatesmen and prophets had thrilled the nations by
their cloquen<ce, in the dear dea·d past, long ages
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hefor,e Columbus was born. I referred rto monu'1;1ental evidence, as found in :Copan, Palenque,
Yucatan, Guatemala, Mexico, and in fact in all pans
of :South and Central America, and many parts of
North America, showing that millions ·of peopl,e inhabirted great cicies, in whic'h were buildings, that
had several hundred rooms ,jn them, and where the
people tilled the soil, and worked their looms and
enJoy,ed life in its happiest conditions.
To support my position I quoted from such works
as Baldwin, Palacios, Shont, Bancroft, Stevens, Catherwood and ·others.
l tried to show that GOD HAD MADE AMERICA GREAT IN ORDER THAT HIS PURPOSE
\VOULD BE CARRI:ED OUT?
1 quoted from the Bilble 1to show 1that GOD had
c\irected three separate people to come to this continent, and from the sealed book to show what they
did when they came here. F'or a mor~ complebe his~
tory of this wonderful ancient Amer:ica I refer t,he
reader to the BOOK OF MORMOT\', the only authentic history of trhose dead nations now known to
1nan.
1 then took my audience to Lexington, where
t:he first shot for American Independenoe was fir·ed,
on the 19th of April, 1775. that sh'ot tha1t they say
"has resounded around the world." The history of
Lexington ancl Concord show that John Parker,
FIFTY MEN, armed with rusty guns, old fashioned
pistols, pirtch forks and clubs, drove back and de-feated over EIGHT HUNDRBD W<ELL ARMED
AND WELL TRAINED ENGLISH SOLDIERS.
I also took 1thein to Bunker Hill, where a handful
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of untrained men were victorious ov,er the flower of
the English navy ; I followed Washington, with his
undisciplined, s>tarving, freezing Heroes of Valley
Ford, and Tr,enton, killing thousands, with but the
loss of two or three of !his men.
\Vhen I reached thi'S point I suddenly paus,ed,
and then asked, is it not AMERICAN EGOTISM
to think, that under such circumstances victory came
by reason of the superiority of those men? I then
tried to shame some of the Ameri.can Writers and
Speakers for the 'boasting spirit rthat appears so frequently in their histories and pu'blic speeches.
l 'then tried tto show that GOD HAD D.EiS-·
TINED THIS LAND TO BE FREE FOR HIS
OWN PURPOSE, AND THAT HE HAD RAISED UP W~ASHINrGTON AND OTHER MEN
IN AMERICA A'S HE RAISED UP MOSES AND
JOSHUA TO EMANCIPATE OLD ISRAEI;
AND FREE THE PR:OMIISED LAND, OR THE
HOLY I.;NNtD AS IT IS SOMETIMES CALLED.
OOD DEFEATED GREAT BRITAIN, AND
TO HIM SHOULD THE PEOPLE RENDER
THE GLORY, AND NOT TO WASHINGTON,
PUTMAN OR ANY OTHER :MEN.
Much mor,e was said, tbut in order to hurry this
narrative to a dose, Iet me say I was warmly congratulated by the Governor and his Staff and many
others. Hundreds grasped my hand a£ter the lecture. T~he Governor requested that I send him my
address as near as I could remember to wri1te
and I did so, r•eceiving from him a nice letter in
reply.
After .the lecture was over and the Governor was
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-going o:ff the grounds he came and had a talk with
me, when he learned thwt I was going to Columbus
that night. "Vv' ell," said he, "I am going th'ere toor
and my private car is at the station and I will consider it an honor if you will have dinner with me
on the car and go with me to Columbus," and I dlid'
so, and he and his fri.ends gave me a good time till
we arrived in Columbus. Parting witlh :him he requested me to call on him whenever I was in the
city, so ended my work in Ohio for •that year.
Returning rto Canada I pr·esided over the two.
confer.en•oes, ordained Alvin Knisley to the office
of a Seventy. I then held some meetings in Chartham, and while ·there dedicated the Chatham Church
and •baptiz·ed five. While in Chatham -the Sons of
England requested me to lecture on the life <Of Lord
Nelson, and I did so to the satisfaction of the people ..
During the Toronto conference I resigned my
posiltion as the manager of the "Canadian Mess•enger." Elder MacGregor was elect•ed to the office.
Brother MacGr-egor at once offered a resolution that
I rbe the chief .editor of the paper, but I promptly
declined, for the reason that I have more work now
to do that I can proper.ly accomplish in justice to
myself and the •people, a:nd bes·ides all this, I consider that the present editor is more competent th'an
l am in every way. Eid<tr Gregory was sustained
as chief editor and fills that position up to date .
This Sunday we opened the Majestic, but che
congreg:a:tion, though large, was not so large as any
we had last winter.
I was called to Malone, N.Y., to administer co
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some sick .f'olk, and since my return learned t!hat
those administered to were blessed.
The following Sunday I preached 'DO an immense
.throng of people, and hundred6 were turned away,
.unable to obtain ·even standing room.
'fhe reader will remember that at t'he dose of
the sermon that we take up ·coUections, and invi•t·e
the people to wrifJe ·questions and send them up on
the pla,tes, and at times we have an hour devoted
to the answering of questions, and many hav·e re.ceived light from the replies. I ·do not permit any
.one to speak, for the r•eason if one was permitted another would do the ·same and in a little while the
meeting would all be in ~confusion, so I ihav·e Brother
'McLean, that leads the meet,ing, read •the question
and then I reply and 'that must he the end of it for
that meeting, and then if the question is not answered 'io the satisfaction of the people they have all week
to call at the house where I am boarding and converse wit:h me as long as we t'nink proper, and in
this way we sometimes have fifty caHer-s in one day,
and a dozen in the house at the same time, waiting
their turn, and from those questions many hav·e been
•.:-01winced of the gospel and have ie:ntered the fold.
I ·have· never had any opposition but once. A
question was .sent up, I answered it a·s •best I could,
and an Ex-Methodist parson arose and started to
abuse me. I called him to order, when he said that
he would do all that laid in his power to have me
:run out of the dty. But I was not bothered about
that. I found out 'that he was none other than the
brother of T. L. Wilkinson, whom I met and de··
feated in Waterford in r888, and so I saw at once
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t•hat he was still wear.ing crape ov•er the death of
his brother.
When he could not give vent to his abuse in Vh:=
Majestic he rushed •to the papers, and we had a
time till the editor shut us off.
Because of its hi:stor.ic merit I submit my reply
to the reverend gentleman, thinking it will be of
s·ervi.ce to some of my readers :
PRES. EVANS DEFENDS.
The Editor of the "Globe" :~Permi•t me to reply
to the untrue sta•tements made by J. M. W·ilkinson
regarding my lecture in the Maj-ectic Theater last
night. 1 emphatically deny making the -statement:
"Every orthodox church in this city teaches that
God made the devil and has given him an ev·erlasting commission to •torture lost souls for ever and
ever." While I made part of this statement, yet
he misstates it and misrepresents i•t in true Wilkinson style.
1 .have preached .in Toronto frequently for fifteen
years, and f.eel sorry t·hat the first one to disturb
my meetings was ·himself a retired preacher. 'Tis
true that one of the deacons told him to keep quie•t
or 'he would put .him out, but several had cried,
"Shame:" "Put him out " and l had requested him
io keep quiet lbef.ore that.
vVhat I did say was ·this :-"First, I desire to
corr·ect a false theory that ·has obtained in the past
that God made the dev,il, that God had foreordained
and commissioned the dev'il to borture men and
women in litera.! burning flames for ever and ever."
The words, "every orthodox churc'h in this city"
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vvere never uttered by me, for 1 know well that many
do not believe such doctrine.
ln v-erification of my st<11tement I submit the
following :-First, that l·eading demoninations teach
that Satan :is a .fallen angel; second, that God foreordained that those angels that ·did fall were destined
to fall.
.. By a decree of God for the manifestation
of His glory, some men and angels are predestined
unto everlastling life and .others foreordained to everlasting death. These angels and men thus predestined and foreordained are part1icularly and un-changeably designed, and their number is s.o certain
and definite th'at it cannot 'be either i11ocreased or
diminished."_ Presbyterian Confession of fa·hh, third
chapter, third and fourth section. If th~s be true,
did
God
for·eorcbin
that that angel should
be a devil?
Calvin says :-"Predestination we
call the eternal clecre·e of God, by whi-ch He
hath determined in Hims·elf what He would have
to become of every individual of mankind,
for they are not all created wi•th a similar destiny. but eternal lite is foreordained for some,
and eternal damnation for others." Zachius, the
:::wiss reformer, declares that :-"The repr.obates
are bound ·by the ordnance of God, nnde-r the nec•essity of sinning.'' Reza :-"That God hath pred•estinatecl not ,m]_v umu damnation, hut also un,to t·he
cause of ,jt whomsoever he saw meet." Peter Martyr says :-"God snpplies wicked men with opportunities of sinning, and inclines thei·r hearts bhereto.
He blinds, dece1ives and seduces them. He, by His
working on their hearts, bends and stirs them up
to eviL" Johu Knox says :-"The reprobates are
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not only left by God suffering, but are compelled
to sin by His power." In Dr. Hopkins' work, volume 3 page 145, we find the following :--"God has
reveal•ed it to be His will to punish some of mankind
for ·ever. You know not but you are one of then1.
vVhether you will be saved or damned depends entirely on His will, and supposing He sees it moS't
for His glory and the g·eneral good that you should
he damned it is certainly sure that you wulil !be dam-ned. On this supposition, then, you ought to be
willing to be damned, for not to be willing to be
damned in thii·s case is opposing God's will." Dr.
Vincent says :-"God will glorify His inifinite wisdom in the punishment of the damned, which will
contrive su-ch tortures for them that if all the men
in the world should join their wits tog·ether and take
to their help aU •the devil-s in hell they could not
invent the like." My soul sickens with the most
profound disgust and abhorrence as I read these
f·earful misrepresentations of every principle, of
justice, law, equity, mercy and lov·e. The Doctrine
of -eternal pain, never-·ending torture, perpetual
spite, of death'l•ess agony, represents our Heavenly
Father to be more devilish than the worst conoeption of all mediaeval devils that have ever been recor-ded. It contradicts all Scripture, and teaches
men to despise God and lose all faith in the religion
of Jesus Christ.
In conclusion permit me to say I never mentioned the Catholic Church during the lecture, yer
1 am accus·ed of slandering said Church. Nor did.
I mention any Protestant denomination until ~ was
compeHed to refer to a sermon preached by a Meth.c
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·odist minister aft.er the lecture when answering
questions. But what of the man who slanders Catholics in this city during the lectures of Father Chiniquy? Consistency, thy name Is not \tVilkinson.
Toronto, Nov. 6.

R. C. EVANS.

:Vlonday 1 was called to go to Stratford and
Mitchell. ln the lcitter place we organized the Mit-chell branch. Brother Longhurst was with me in
this work and I left him there to continue his work
in that northern field, while 1 hurried back to tak•e
np the burden in Toronto.
1\ow, it will not be expected that 1 relate all the
work clone in Toronto, ·but let me say that I preached
!n the church two nights a week and presided over
prayer meetings, Sunday morning and vVednesday
night, prea.ched in the church Sunday morning and
in the :Vlajestic on Sunday night, and through tht_::
.clay 1 was talking or writing· about all the time I
was ;nvakt.
There have been but few of the Maj<tstic meeT··
ing that the people have all been a·ble to ent•er the
huilcling, and at nearly all of them hundreds have
been turned away una1)le to get even standing room.
i have known thousands to stand for over one hour
\\ ai t;ng to enter the greal building, and many were
hurt in the rush till the papers came out and demanded that <better arrangements be made, and after
that the house was open at 6.30 to avoid tht: rush,
and now they gc and read or talk till time for the
meeting- to begin.
tMany have been baptized and thousand) have
·heard the gospel, hundreds believe that have not yet
"obevecl and thousands of sermons and tracts have
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gone all ovu the country from here.

God will give

the •incr·ease.

During the winter 1 opened the new church 1lhal
Saints have erected just north of •the ·city, about five
miles. Her·e Elder ViTgin is the President. I made
several hurried calls in different parts of the mission,
but ·the main work was in Toron!to.
Lizzie and the children wer·e with me part of che
rnont·hs of January and February, \.Yillie having
business in the city, and the condi'tions were such
•that we could al'l be together. This was agreea•ble
to us all.
The interest grew till I was about worn out, but
the peopJ.e came till I was talking almost night and
clay. The day after I had preached a sermon on 1Jhe
Book of Mormon there were 27 called Ito buy the
book in the afternoon alone, Brother Faulds being
the Book Agent, and I was boarding at his house ..
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CHAPTER XXXIX.

My Extremity, God's Opportunity.
And now a great trial awaited me; it came in
this way: Thursday morning, February the 5th, I
aros·e, had my bat,h, when without a moments warning a pain struck me in my left kidney, like1 as
though I was pierced with a knife, and from that
hour all that Lizzie and the Toronto Saints could do
was done, yet [ was almost in cons>tant agony ..
Unknown to me, Brother Faulds call-ed in a doctor..
He pronounced the trouble Renal Calcula (stone in.
the kidney). [ was administered to by sev·eral of
the dders and on Thursday the Lord gave me comfort, through Elder Howlett, saying I would speak
to thousands Sunday night. Oh what joy filled my
bosom novv that I lmew the work of the Majestic
would not be hindered. The city had been billed
by 'Monday night and all were in great gloom to
think that there would he no meeting, bnt now ],ight
had c-ome and we could afford to wait.
Under •the adminstration I had received a respite
from pain, •but it soon returnee! with all the inl'ensity
that one could imagine. I continued to suffer. Special meetings were held and prayer offered for me,
but T was doomed to almost continual agony. Sunday came; l was now so weak I could hardly cry
or speak I would .toss from one place >to another
and moan with the pain. Brother McLean came,
he is the elder of the branch, and he said, "R. C .. ,
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what can we do, no one here can take your place,
it is now only three hours till thousands will be
assembled at the Majestic to hear you." I replied,
''Archie, I have been in many tight ·places, under
the hands of my enemies, false brethr.en and mobs
have all but de1s•troyed me, hut when the moment
came my ·extremity 1has been God's opportunity.
He has never failed me, nor shall he tonight., Go,
tell the people R. C. speaks tonight," I fell back on
·the pillow exh'austed, but I remembered the promise
of God and I knew that I would speak. Had He
not promi:sed, and I could but trust Him, as I had
taught others to do.
\Nhen the darkest hour had come, then lik·e a
sunburst of glory, came the blessing of God. To
t.he great surprise of all the Prophet Jos·eph Smith
enteTed the room. He arrived unexpect·edly to all.
on :his way from Vvashington, D.C.
He took my hand and weepecl. When we had
overcome our emotions he administered to me, and
when he laid his ·hands upon m/ head. Oh that .prayer. it seemed as though the gates of Heaven swung
ajar at his pleading·, and by that calm, serene faith
of t1he Spirit he was appwaching the Master on the
Holy Throne, on my behalf. Instantly my whol>e body
was filled with the Spirit, pain removed, strength
came, I arose. shaved, dressed, ate. entered a cab.
arrived at the ::Vlajestic, preached what many said
was one of the most powerfnl sermons that they
ever heard me deliver, then answered questions for
:a half an •hour and returned home happy.
The next ·day I administered to President Smith,
who was sorely afflicted, and was unable to go to
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the meeting t<l1e night before. 1 felt splendid all
day, but at nine o'clock Monday nig;ht the ·pain
came again and I suffered intensely nearly all week
without :hard1y any intermission. Special ;prayers
were again offered for me, and Friday night .the
Prophet sent me a message that he 'had seen me
in a dream preaching in the Majestic, and said be
of good cheer, you will be relieved in time for the
Sunday meetings.
Sunday morning about two o'clock the relief
came and I was a'ble to preac:h both morning and
evening, and that night President Smith spoke illl
the Majestic, at the dose of my s·ermon, for a few·
minutes with power, and his short speech did a.
world of good. He was very poorly in body and:
had declined my request to s·peak for a short time,
but when the people learned tha·t he was present,
and on the platform, he yielded to their request. We
had ·some pleasant hours with Pres·idemt Smith and
}n several ways •he strengthened the chur·ch by his
short sojourn here.

I continued well and busy, talking during the
day, preaching and baptizing and distributing church
literature in Tor:onto till March I Ith, when I !baptized twen1ty tha.t day and saw hundreds turned
away from my last meeting in the Majestic for that
winter.
That night after meeting I left T0ronto for London W'~ere I rema·ined with my family for two days,
and then started to Lamoni to meet with 1the other
members of the Pres·idency on church work.

March 24th Presi·dent F. M. Smith and I left
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Lamoni for Independence to arrang·e matters for the
coming conference.

When in Independence I was ·tthe guest of Dr.
0. H. Riggs and wife, and when they learned tthat
Lizzie was not going to attend the conference they
had a t·elegram sent •to her, saying, "Come to Independence as our guest, .al'l expenses will be paid."
:VIay I add that Lizzie arrivec\ in ·due time and Brother and Sister Rigg,s •paid the entire expenses of
her trip, and more ·than tha1t they sent us both horne
in a Pulman Car, God •bless them for their kindness,
then, before and since.
During the Independence conference I was busy
in the High Council and conference every clay, and
l preached three sermons w'hile in the ciJty of the
Saints.
On our return journey we stopped over in Chicago and wer·e the guests of Brother and Sister
Good. vV e went out to see Dr. Dowie. He was
carried in to ·the meeting in a chair, and we heard
him make what might he called his last ·effort for
the supr·emacy o.f the movemen1t.
Soon after my arrival home I was called to
Siagara Falls, ?\. Y .. ·to lay the corner stone of the
new church. 'flhe ceremony was pleasant and profita-ble, a large audience att·encling· the meeting.
Elder vVilliam Place. of the Canada side was the
mam factor of the work on the other side,
he having charge for years, on .both sides of
the river, in fact that branch 1s still pa1"t
of the Canada mission, and we wil'l be glad
to hold them bill the proper time comes for a
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district to be organized on the other side of the
river.
1 arrived home in time :to take part in the twentyfifth anniversary of our wedding. Our house was
besieged with people. Saints and friends from far
and near came, and many that did not come sen•t
silver presents, till the silver cabinet is full and the
sideboard too, with the gifts t~1at came from all
p<llrts of Canada and ·the United Sta:tes, bu:t I am
reminded that l have by me an .accoun·t of the anniversary as publislhed by one of :the ·brethren and he
will ·tell the stdry better than I can. Here it is:

F<\R PEALING SILVER ·wEDDING BELLS.
Twenty-five years ago, .in the city of London,
Ontario, was celehra.ted a quiet wedding·, which
united in one the destinies of two whose names are
wclay widely known and ·highly honoree! as any
husband and vvife in the Reorganization, testimony
of vvhieh was in evidence las:t evening at their lovely
home in the city of their wedlock, when a very large
assembly greeted them upon the auspicious occasion
of their silver wedding. at which d1ey were preseJvtecl 1by those present, and i"hose w:ho regretted
their a·bsence. many ·beautiful. and costly gif.ts, the
value of which will reach into the 'hundreds of dollars, accompani·ecl by letters and telegrams from
Canadians a.nd those in foreign countries. The
evening spe·d rapidly into the small hours, w:hile
the occasion was illuminated ~))' the i!llters:p-ersion
.of appropriate songs, speeches. recitations, wit!h
some instrumental renderings.
\\'hen the call came for R. C. to leave the candy
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factory, he left a good salary to live on the small
allowance offered by the church, and God has
blessed him and his, and last night we were made
glad 'to rhear him say, that notwithstanding he has
been shot at and mob'bed several times, and endured many hardships, that his "Lizzie" has made
the greater sacrifi,ce of the two. Truly she has, all
tthrough the years of loneliness and labor, been a
wonderful :help to R. C., and all who know them
can say, this union was made under the guiding
hand of God.
But great was t•he surprise, and numerous the
compliments, when R. C. sang (t'O rthe :tune of "Under the Shade of the 01d Apple Tree) the following
beautiful song of his own composition, to t:he complete surprise of Sr. Lizzie, which, when sung with
that melodious voice, portrayed the scenes of the
true love story of their lives. Allrp·resemt were visi·bly affected witih this beautiful life story:
OUR ANNIVERSARY.
Composed by R. C. Evans, Jupe 9, 1906.
Tune:

''In the S:hade of rthe Old Apple Tree!'

We Meet.
'f;he Sabbath bells wer·e pealing f011th an anthem,
Th'e :birds were singing 'mid the trees so green,
The ~church door swung ajar, 'twas you that ent~ered
Then just a girl of scarcely seventeen.
The curls were hanging o'er your graceful shoulders.
Those eyes so true, can never be described.
A voirce prophetic spoke to me so strangely,
"There is your wife, God made you one, albide.'·
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Cho.-'Twas the voice of the Lord that I heard,
And my soul to its deptrhs then wa·s stirred;
God has dfstined through life, we should be man
and wife,
\i\fhile as yet we were srtrangers, 111 word.
We Speak.
\\ihen next we met, 'twas mid the rain .and thunder,
The night-winds howling, ·darkness over a·ll;
\Vhen leaving church you tripped, and forward fallmg
I cla.'Sped you in my arms without your call.
Thus sav·ed, you sweetly thanked the dark-ey,~d
stmnger;
That look, those words, performed a mighty part,.
•Twas done. yon spoke, I answered, thus the
strangers
J{ad met at last and s•poken heart to heart.
Cho.-~Since

then thunder is music to me,
The rain drops, swee·t notes of a song
Played on memory's flut·e like t•he voice <.lf a
lute.
And your words ilood the years true and
strong.

The Betrothal.
The moon was shimmering brightly on the wcrter,
The stars gleamed forth in maj·esty sublime ;
We strolled tog·ether by the murmuring w.aters,
T·hen to trhe Yerclant .hill-crest vve did climb.
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Twas ,there while seated on the daisy meadow
l told to you 1t'he story of my heart;
'Twas there you gave t'he kiss that .sealed the con,trad
To live as one till dea~th calls us to part.
Cho.-Till lhe flowers of memory fade,
Till 'llhe waves of true love cease to roll,
Shall I ~cherish that night as the one eve::bright,
Then I found the best half of my soul.

The Marriage.
'Twas June, the month that ~birds ma;te 111 'the tree
tops,
W,hen streamlets warble love songs to the sea,
When soft sout:h winds woo timid Ieaf and fiower'Twas nature's wedding month when I wed thee.
And once again we stood in God's pure temple,
W:her,e first I met you two short years before,
vV e took the vows that made us one forever
To cheris-h ea'c'h the ot:her and adore.
Cho.-:.Jever ;bride on the ,earth was more pure,
Nev,er vow made was kept more s,ecure;
You have blessed all my life as a true
loving wife
Since the hour we wed, I am sure.
The Anniversary and Hope.
'Tis twenty-five sweet years ago tonight, dear,
Since I upon your finger placed this ring.
Our friends have met to spend the anniversary,
The story of our life for t1hcm I smg;
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But they can nev·er know the joy and pleasure
lt gives me to recall your splendid charms.
May God, who made us one, for.ever hold us.
together,
Together in 'his everlas~ting arms.
Cho.-When t1he voyage ·of this ·earth-life is o'er
And ·the bil'lows of death roll no more,
ln the Zion of rest, may we Jiv.e with tbe
bless·ed
And be one on the ever green shore.
While the evening was thus speeding away, the
palate of the most fanciful epicurean was being sa-tisfied by the waiters from the larder of our youthful
looking hostess.
First to appear of the guesrts of the evening was
Mr. and 1\frs. D. S. Perrin. He is one of the wealthy
men of Canada. R. C. worked as foreman in his
candy factory at t·he time •of his marriage, and Mr.
Perrin has always held R C. in high fav"Or, and does
yet. Litt].e did •this man th1nk, when twenty-five·
years ago1 he placed him in such responsible pos,ition
that he was trainiHg one to control men, not only
in >the business marts of life, •but that in a f.ew years
this man with two others, would preside over the
Church of Jesus Ohrist in all the world, as the loved
and hono'l'ed of many ·bhousands.
May they. w11t·h their two children, live J.ong to·
be an honor to the ch~trch, and tihe many thousands
that ·u:1ey hav·e sa·crifi.ced to make happy. is the earnest prayer of the writer.
Your brother in hope,

R C. RUSSELL
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CHAPTER XL.
A Visit to Hill Cumorah.
l was called to Toronto and spok!e to large congregations in t1he Mass•ey Hall for three Sunday
nights, and large audiences during the week nights
in t:he church, and baptized severa'l.
Elder A. F. lVkLean, as usual, presided over my
meetings at the Massey Hall as he has done at. th'e
Majestic.
After the Sunday night meeting was closed, it
was noticed that Br.o. McLean's face wras looking as
if it vvas going to ·break out in sores, but we parted,
.and •the next day we were called to see him. Here
we found him in heel, covered with the small pox
from head to foot, yes, in hiis hair and under his
toes. I sihall not att'~mpt to descrihe his appearance
further hr It simply beggars (lescri·ption. vVe administered to ·hini according to the law and he r·e·ceived a blessing. not a pain was felt nor a partide
uf sickness after the adminstra<tion, and I went to
:see him several tim.cs, as he was c01npellecl to r·e- ·
main in the ·house until the sores had passed from
hi:-; face. J mmecliately after administration he fell
into a sound sleep and in •!"he morning· he sent his
\Vife to t1he store for paint and oil and he1 commenced
that day painting his house. Af.ter he had painted
his :hous•e he clicl s.ome clerical work until the sores
.hacl disappeared. J·f.e was healed, while several
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others of his office clerks were sent to the pest
house. \Vho would not be a Saint?
Aft.er pr·esiding- over the Cha:tham conference 1
went to Niag-ara Falls, and presiding- over their conference, opened the new church, ordained Frank
Mesla to the office of Elder and org-anized a branch
at Niag-ara Falls, New York.
Frere we met my Lizzie, Bro. and Sr. Pickering
and Sr. Spankler, of Kansas City. We visited air
the interesting- points of <both sides of t1he Niag-ara
River, entered the g-reat 'tunnel under the Falls, then
crossed the 'lake •to Toronto, !had a nice v~sit with
Bro. and Sr. Faulds, took •in prominent points of the·
city and departed for Buffalo.
Af'ter doing Buffalo our party went to Palmyra,.
N. Y., visited tll1e Hill Cumomh, re.ceived a g-r·eat
blessing on that sacred mountain while in prayer.
VVe also vis•ited the boyhood home of Joseph tihe
Seer, ·entered the bedroom where the angel appeared
io him three times in one night. \A/ e also visited the
great tree under ·which he offered his first prayer
for light and received his first vision. We also
called to see the Hon. Mr. Sexton, who kindly
s1!1Dwed us the first copy of the Book of Mormon that
came off the press in the winter of 1829-30, this volume was never bound. \A/ e also vis•ited other pla·ces
of interest connected wit·h <tihe early times of the
Latfer Day Glory.

Our next 'S'top was Boston, Mass., and •by carriag-e
and automobiles we visited several 'hisitoric points
in this 'City. From Boston by st•eamer we sailed to
Providence-town on Cape Cod; this is the first
landing place of th'e Pilgrims. · From 't1here we went
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to Fall River, and w·ere the guests of Dr. Gilbert
and family; they gave us the best kind of a time.
Fmm there we went to Tousisset Reunion; here we
found our tents •in order for all t1he comforts of camp
lif·e, i:hanks to Dr. Gilbert's daughter Susie and Dr.
W. A. Sinclair. During the business session I was
elected President of the Reunion. and the President
of t1:1e mission was associated with me. Bro. Sh•eehy
being well acquainted with <the mission and missionaries really took active charge of tihe R·eunion. I
preached i:hree times, bapt>ized three. during the
Reunion.
Our party took steamer for New York Ci,ty. We
took N·ew York's great sights in •as best we could
with the time at our disposal. Here we par-ted with
Pickering· par<t:y, bobh B-ro. and Sr. Pickering were
feding poorly and the constant going had to be
.abandoned. Before leaving us, however, Bro. Pid::eririg aft-er paying ex,penS>es to elate, handed me a
roll of money to pay for the remainder of the contempla<ted trip. \V er.e it not for the kindness and
·g'eneros·ity of Bro. and ::::r. Pickering perhaps it would
neve-r had ·been possible for Lizzi,e and J to have
taken such a trip.
T prea-ched in Brooklyn. being tihe guest of Bro.
and Sr. Squires. \'•early all the Saints of that country vied 'Vvit•h each other to give us the hest kind of
a time.
'vV c visited Con ex Island and all the watering
places near hy, the leading parks and other piaces
of interest in New York and Brooklyn ancl sur-rounding country.
Our next stop was at Philadelphia, vvlhere we
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were the guests of Bishop Zimmerman. While there
1 preached thPee times Sunday rcmd three evenings
of the week, and 1tihe days were spent se,eing .tlhe
historic points of the dty.
I was unexpectedly .caHed to Toronto to help to
dec•ide the matter of •purchasing a new site upon
whi·ch to er·ect a new churoh. Now I was under
appoinment to go west, received telegram from
President Joseph Srnitlh, "Remain Toronto and attend to church work ther·e" (the President of the
Toronto branch having written President Smith requesting t·hat he permit me to help tihem out in
Toronto). I at once cancelled all engagements westward and went to work, sold t~he Camden Street
church, purchased a new lot on Soho Street, and
started at once on the new chur.ch.
The story is a long one, l·eit me say I worked
and night. The Lord blessed us in many marvelous waY"s and we found favor far above our most
sanguine hopes, both in selling •t!he old ohurch, purchasing the new lot, making our ·contracts, securing
free 'labor and receiving money to build <the new
church. \1\Te had a li:Ule opposition, but ·this only
stimulated action, for we have learned that the
stream impeded has a song, while stagnant water
breeds malaria. Some did more than they ought
to do, some all they should do, some did little,
·some did nothing, and some few did worse than
nothing, for they found fault with what was clone,
while one from a distance prophesied failure.
However, I donned the overalls, and with from
ten to forty-five men and two teams of horses we
ploughed and scraped, and with pick-axe and shove'l
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we dug unt,il, ev·en outsiders, knowing that I was
the dergyman rthat had been preaching to the largest
·Congregations of any minister in the city, when
they .saw me at work with pickaxe and shovel many
·of them took off their ooa:ts and went to work, otthers
gave money, and some of them I have since baptized, so fhe good work went on.
\V e paid for steel, stone, brick, giass work, metallic sheeting and ~some plastering. Then we paid
some ,board for a few t'hat devoted t!heir time day
and evenings to the building, ·but to the honor of
uhe Saints, let me say, all the other work was done
free of ·charge, and today the ~building is wel'l worth
.$rs,ooo, and all we owe on it at present is $5,500
and that is heing met promptly by weekly 'contributions.
Some of the brethren <have worked at times as
much a:s 19 hours a clay on the building, while the
sis·ters tinve worked hard and long in their sewing
society and ·by 'bazaars, socials, and going with subscription li'sts throug1h t:he city until the money has
rolled in to meet payments. one sister alone, of the
committee, col'l<ecting over $r,5oo. Not only did
Toronto Saintts ·heLp, but Saints at ·confer·ence of
both distrids and several branches with the Sundaysclhool and Relig-io Society contributed in money,
and some came from other :branch'es to help on the
ohurch 'building. For some time we preached in the
basement, but the church proper, I mean the m:ain
auditorium, was duly opened on my daug1ht·er's
birthday, Fe·bruary wth, 1907.
In November we opened the .i\hjestic TheaTer
and again gPeat crowds came eac·h Sunday night,
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and at times hundreds wen~ turned away all through.
the winter, notwithstanding the great expense wewere at tlhere for advertising and hall Pent. Fre.quently, aftter the main collection was taken up, I
would inform the grewt audi·ence that I had a debt
to meet the fo'llowing week on the new ohurch and
I wanted money, 1that I would meet them at the
door and accept their mite, and as often as I did
this, my requeSit met wit:h a g·enerous response.
One Sunday night in December, as the curtain
rose and the choir began to sing I looked out ov·er
t1he vast sea of faces and who should I discover in
the audience but Joseph Luff. A,t onc-e I ·cros-sed the
stage and went down to where :he was, and there
I begged like a cripple at a cross that he would
preach for me that night. To my request he responded, "1\o, inaeed, Richard, I would not think
of such a thing, i:'hat would be an infliction upon t:he
people, these are special m·eebings held a;t great expense and you are advertized to speak." I then requested that he come up and pray for me. He refused, saying, "I prefer to remain !here to listen and
see." T·ime was precious, I asked how long he was
going to remain in the -city. H'e repli·ed, "I expect
to l-eave Thursday next." By this time I had to
leave him for it was time for me to speak. I may
add further t:hat I saw ·him at the churah the following vVednesclay night where he g·ave to us a nice
speech. I then learned that he was disa·ppointed
in some arrangements ;tlhat would ,detain <him over
Sunday in Toronto. My 'bins were all out, .subject
announced from the platform, and by this time
thousands were talking of ·the subject upon which
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I was to treat the following Sunday night, the
reader will see that .the same conditions exist·ed now
.as existed the first Sunday nig1ht, but Bro. Luff gave
to us a splendid s·ermon i·n the basement of the new
church Sunday morning. A~ter the meeting that
night I left on the midnight train and did not retum until the following Sunday.
Perhaps it is worthy of comme111t to remark, that
the leading ministers of Toronto had at diff·erent
times denounced me from the pulpit for holding
meeting-s in such "a vile place as a Jtheater ;" saict
·One, "How can we keep the people away from such
a vile place during the ·week when President Evans
makes it respectable by preaching in it on Sunday."
\Vel!, tlhe funny part of this is when they ·could noli:
close my meeting these pious parsons really condescended to ·hire a smal'ler theater than the Majestic, •but on the same street and in the same block,
and they, for the balance of the winter, had their
,best .parsons and singers perform in suclh a vile place
as a theat·er.
Ah well, it serv·ed as a fine overflow
for my meetings, they did not hurt my meeting for
up to the last Sunday in March' (when I dosed my
meetings to attend the general conference) t1he
Majestic Theater was crowded to the doors every
Sunday night and hundreds were turned away.
Before leaving for general conference I admin··
istered to Bro. ?vkArthur's child. They were but
recently baptized, herewith I submit their t·estimony
regarding the healing of their child, as sent to me
by ·J,etter, under da.te of May 4th, 1907:
"This is to certify that in January of this year
·Our little girl became ill with a dangerous type of
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scarlert fever. After ·the f,ever was broken up the
inside of her head became a mass of corruption, so
much so that it was disoharging from :her ears, eyes,
and nose, everywher.e the discharge would touch
her face, it would poi'Son it, and cause an irritable
itc:hing soreness until rher fa.ce was ~lmost unsightly.
\Vhile she was yet in rtlhis condition President R.
C. Evans, of the Latter Day Saints Church, happened to call on us and ~seen the condition in which
our 'lirttJ.e girl was in, administ~ered 'io her, wit<h the
result tlhat almost at once she was heaied, her hearing, which was almost gone, was T·estored, her face
was healed, and the discharge ceased and srhe immediatdy ·began to gain in health and str~ength. The
physician 1Jhat attended her during her first sickness
was \N. \V. Ogden, of this city."
Signed A.. 0. McARTHUR.
63 Stafford Srtreet, Toronto.
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CHAPTER XLI.
A Visit to the Boyhood Home of Joseph Smith,
and Hill Cumorah.
Tuesday, Ma:mh 26th, I was called home to att·end the funeral of W m. Pugsley, my brother-inlaw, he that wa:s baptized one week aft·er mother
and I, as related in former pages. I arrive in Lamoni,
Iowa, and took such part in the general confer·ence
as I was able ·to do; for tlhe long hard constant st·rain
on my mind and body had worn me down and I required rest, but I do not knQiW where Dr w:hen I
wiil get rest, I see so muc:h •to do.
As soon as adjournment of conference I returned
>to Canada and was called to mourn the departure
of my oldest brother, Thomas, he having dropped
dead of heart failure :while on a fishing expeqition.
He never spoke after falling boe for,ward in the mud ..
A physician in the party standing iby ·says he never
knew a pain wrhen he f·ell. He was a good, true
man, and the •town of Thamesville, where he resided, and was in business, clo.s·ed all places of
business during the afternoon ·of the funeral. Oddfellows of the town and otiher near by places buried
•him, vv-:hile the Methodi.st church was packed to hear
the sermon.
I then went to Clavering, attended two days'
meeting- and prewchecl the dedkatory sermon of tlhe
Clavering ch'urch.
June rst I ·chaperoned a party of 126 Saints from
Toronto to Pal~yra, N. Y., my wife and daughter
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with sixteen others from London joined us at Toronto. \Ve took st·eamer for Oharlotte, N.Y., there
a 'Chartered train was in waiting £or our party, and
we arrived ,safely and the G!d 'town made famous,
the world over, by reason of it1 being ~the place where
the Book of Mormon was printed in 1829-30, and
further, because a few miles distant from ~the town
was the boyhood home of Joseph !Smibh and a little
further on was the Hill Cumorah, from which he
took the plates on whiah was contained the record
of the early inhatbitants of t1his ,continent.
vV e had a grand time. 'I delivered a lectur,e on
tJhe Hill Cumorah and there ordained Bro. Geo.
Buschlen to the High Priesthood. We had a spiritual testimony meeting on the •hill, after which we
journeyed to the Smith Farm, had om pictures taken
'neatlh the sacred tree where Joseph had his first
vision and again in the bedroom where the angel
.appear,ed to him three 'times in one night. After
viewing some other points of interest •we started
·on our homeward trip. During our voyage across
the lake the Saints took occasion to present me witJh
a lovely address in the ~cabin of t!he steamer. We
arrived in Toronto Monday ni~ht a happy band. of
'Saints.
Ah ! what a change. A few short years ago a
fe\v of us with borrowed Sunday-school quarterlies
stuclieJ llhe Sunday-school lessons in a small room,
some of us were hungry and some of Ufi ihad to walk
miles !before we cou!d retire to rest, but under th'e
bl·essing of God prosperity has crowned 't1he labors
performed, so that now we can hire a steamer and
.charter a· !'ailroad train to take a small ~portion of us
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f.or an outing where we could worship God under
the shade of t:hat sacred tree. Thank God.
My next move was to pr·eside ·over the Zone conference when I dedicart·ed t1he new church of that
pbce, leaving Bro. R. C. Russell in charge of the
missionary work of Chatlham district. I may add
here, that Bro. Russell has ·been marvelously blessed
in the Chatham district, baptizing a number and
awakening interest in many of the 1branohes that
rave grown cold and indifferent. If true to the
trust tlhat is imposed within him I am confident that
he will become a man of excellent wisdom in the
assemblies of God's people.
Leaving Bro. Russell I hurried home to assist
Lizzie in getting my Bishop's Agent's reports made
up and ·bhen away to the London district ·confer·ence
at Cedar Valley. We :had a s·plendid conference
among these good peop·1e. From there I hastened
on to Toronto to take part in a large entertainment.
At the close of tJhis enterainment over $r,ooo was
handed me to pay on tJhe church debt.
I returned home and aft·er hvo days' rest I lef.t
for Flint, Mich., conference. Here I met with many
old-time Saints, including Elder Liddy and wife,
Robt. Munroe and wife, Apostle J. W. Wig:ht, and·
the man that baptized me, "Johnnie Cornish."
Our Johnnie preaches the same old gospel, but
oh, how ·changed he is in appearance, very ;bald, and'
what little hair is left is grey, but he is stil.l and ever
will be "Our Johnnie."
After conference I made a rapid run <to Detroit
and then to Port I-Iuron, met my Lizzie at Port
Huron, and together we journeyed to McGregor-"
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Mich., where we met a number of my wife·'s relatives, and with a host of good Saints, and again
with Apostle J. W. Wight. Here I was :honored by
being selected to preaah the dedicatory s·ermon of
the new. church, I a!.so preached the evening sermon,
Bro. vVight preaching a grand discourse in the afternoon; at no time could tJhe new chu!'ch accommodate the audience.
Lizzie and I made our next stop a:t St. Paul, and
then Minneapolis and then on to ·winnipeg, Man.,
where I preached two Sundays in the Opera House
and s-everal afternoons and evenings in the Gospel
t·ent during •the Reunion. Here I baptized four, and
performed some other important church' work, also
performed a marriage ceremony,and was very kindly
treated by all the Saints, wife and I botih receiving
t-okens of true regard. \¥ e left the work in Winnipeg in good hands, our missionary, Bro. Dorsett,
continues the work in that ·city, assisted by Elder
Stevenson and Priest Arnold.
Our nex·t stop was Treherne where I spoke
twice in a hall to small audiences, the Saints <were
cheered and the people warmed. \¥ e then went to
Rosendale, where the whole country side for miles
around turned out to a Latter Day Saint Picnic.
l:-Icrc Lizzie and I were feasted and toast·ed. W•hile
in this place I prea•ched several sermons and dedicated a nice ·church. This ahuroh had been erected
by the Methodists some few years ago. They persecuted the Saints hereabout and refused to grant
me permission to preac;h there four years ago, Since
-then t1hey 1have failed and God has placed His seal
Df approval upon the Latter Day work, and we now
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are m possession of that chmch buliding, having
purdnsed it f.or less than half for wlhat it cost to
build it, so goes the work.
Our next stop was Delig1ht, Sask. Here we were
royally entertained by Bro. Thomas Jordan and
J as. MacMicken and wife, old London district Saims
with whom we worshipped in early years. Here we
sung the songs of Zion, preached to 1the people,
plucked the wild roses from the prairies and had a
refreshing time.
Our next stop was at W eyburn, Sask., where we
had organiz,ed a branoh four years ago. Here we
met Elder J. L. Mortimer, who 11as been in charge
of <the missionary work in the northwest for some
years. Our R~eunion was held in a large ska'ting
Rink. Elders Mortimer and Fisher did part of 'lihe
preaching, but they worked it so t1hat I preaohed
every day and sometimes twice a day. .The people
turned ~out well, and when the Reunion was about
to dose, the citizens request~ed ~that I remain another week. Herewith I submit a sihort account of
the Reunion as published in "\V ayburn Herald."

Latter Day Saints Reunion.
T~he above named religious body met in ~conven
tion at the \Vayburn Skating Rink on Friday of
last week, with President R C. Evans and Eld,er
J. L. Mortimer in charge. Business session opened
at 3 p.m. Friday, 26th July, when speakers were
chosen for the various servkes during the Reunion.
A iarge number of Saints from all parts of Saskatchewan were ·present and the meetings were one
and all well attended by tlhe general publi'c. Presi·
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dent Evans, being the principal speaker, was well
received and proved to he an a1ble exponent of Bible
trut,hs. He was strong in denunciation of all erroneous teachings and he proved his posi·tion to be
strongly supported from the scriptures. In fact
many were found to greet him with a hearty handshake and not a few remarked, "Tha·t's bhe best
Gospel we ever heard from the sacred stand."
A request was handed in that President Evans
remain over for another week and preach' ·each evening in the rink, but owing to his previous arrangements it was found impossi,ble to do so, and he and
Mrs. Evans left on morning train Tuesday for Britislh Columbia, California, Mexico and other southern
states.
Arrangements have been made for the next
annual Reunion to be held at Delight in July of
1908.
Leaving 'vVayburn we journeyed on in company
with ]. L. Mortimer as far as Moosejaw, here we
parted with tlhat fai·thful, hardworking, unassuming
gospel warrior, J. L. Mortimer. Lizzie and I arrived at Millett, Aka., the f.ollow,ing afternoon. I
preached several sermons, !baptized one, blessed
children, settled some misunderstanding, ordained
F. T. Coates to the office of an Elder and left the
Saints feeling nmch better than when we arrived.
From there we went to Calgary and thence to Vancouver, B.C. On this trip we gazed upon t!he most
beautiful scenery we ever beheld anywhere, the
snowcapped mountains, singing rivulets, dashing
rapids, gorgeous waterfalls, mighty rocks, prolific
forests, and the sunlit glaciers, beggar description.
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\Ve arrived in Vancouver, B. C., but was too late to
see our venerable Bro. Alexander Clark
He had written me that he hardly thoug1ht that
he would be alive when I arrived, but bore testimony to the work I taught thim in the y·ears gone,
as referred to in former pages.
After preaching and visiting wiuh the Vancouver
and New W·estminster Saints we 'took steamer for
Victoria. There we spent a few hours with an old
London boy, vVm. Harrison, son of Bro. and Sr.
Har,rison, of London, Ont., who gave us a grand
time, when we took steamer for Seattle, Wash.
Here we were met by Apostle F. A. Smith and
the famous ''Jots man," T. W. Gha•pburn, and many
others. Bro. Smith, Bro. Wm. Jahnston and myself were selected to preside over the conference,
and after visiting· the city and the navy yard and
other places of interest and being made the recipient
of a beautiful safety razor set by the Priestthood I
started with Fred A. Smiuh and Lizzie for our long
journey through the states of Oregon and \Vashington to California. \Ve enjoyed the wonderful
scenery of the Rockies and was glad to enter the
land of sunshine and ftmvers and to enjoy the glorious climate of California.
Arrived at Oakland we were met by Elder ].
:\1. Terry, hurried over to San Francisco. Here we
gazed upon the city, ruined by earthquake and fire,
surely a place of desolation. After a few hours' visit
with Sr. Kaigan and daughter, Lizzie and I left for
Los Angeles, and after one night's rest at B.ro. Bad~
hams, we went to the city of Tents at Seal Gardens.
1~he R·eunion was on and t•he people seemed to vie
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with each other to give Lizzie and I a good time.
I preached nine sermons, presided over their conference and did such other work as I was -called upon
to do, receiving an invitation to come to their Re~union next year. vVhile in Souuhern California I
visited Red undo, Santa Manko, Venus, Pa:ssadena,
all by the kindness of Bros. Shade Crumiey, Thomas and Badham. From ·tJhere we went to San
Fran-cisco, where we were the guests of Sr. KaJigen
and Gladys. All that money could do was clone
to give us the time of our life, and we were on dhe
go most of the ·time that we were away. During our
stay there we addressed the Saints at Oakland. During their prayer service one evening we administered
to Mr. Hellwig, the husband of our former Sr.
Pearl Price. He received a great blessing and his
wife and he, with all that know them were made
1-lappy.
W•hile there we ascended Mount Tamal.pis, visited the golden gate park and many other places
of interest.
\Ve arrived at Irvington, but prior .to our ar-rival,
by resolution of the Reunion, "Bros. R. C. Evans,
F. A. ::C.mith and J. M. Terry, were made the Presi-·
dency of the Reunion." I preacrhed seven sermons,
administered •to a number of sick while there, and
did suoh other work as I felt called upon to perform.
While in that coul11t·ry we pi-cked oranges, l-emons,
figs, almond nu'ts, and olives from the trees, we also
visited the famous old San Jose mission, now over
a hundred years old, and many other points of interrest. In the tent of Bros. Smith, Sheehy and Clapp
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could he :found at al'l times a good variety of melons
and California fruits of all kinds to which tihe visitors from "Frozen Canada" were always made welcome. One of ·nhe most pleasant fea-tures of our
California tni:p was :the opportunity of hea·ring that
old-time warrior, Joseph Clapp, ·tell the story which
might be entitled, "With' tlhe Ohur·ch in Early Days."
Here I received letters from President Joseph
Smith, requesting me to hurry on to Independence,.
~.1o., to meet the Presidency on matters of impor·tance and to accompany him to Holden Reunion,.
am! V\.ebb City dedica:tion. Complying with this
request I was compelled to forego the pleasure of
attending the Moorhead Reunion as per a former
prom1se. Apos:tle F. A. Smit1h and many others
es·corted us to the stJation and soon Lizzi·e and I
were leaving California.
At Oakland we met Sr. Kaigen, Gladys, and
Pearl who had made ample provision for us in our
long :trip over monntain and desert.
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A Narrow Escape-Salt Lake City Visited.
Our first stop was 1at Ogden, Utah. Here we
met Bro. Al.vin Knisley, our energetk young Canadian missionary. He purchased a ~ti~cket to go with
us to Sal:t Lake City on the Oregan Short Line. I
refused to go on that tra,in and it was well we did,
for in 1half an hour we came up to ,thiat ill-bted train
and saw it a burning wreck, it !having collided with
another train. l\JI uch da:mage was done to rollingstock and a number was injured. The injured were
pla~cecl on our train and,taken to Sait Lake City.
Arrived at Salt Lake City, learned that Joseph
F. Smith was absent from town, so we did not see
him, but we went through the Tabernacle visited
other points of interest, had a bath in the Great
Salt Lake, Lizzie and I floated around until time
to dress for the great organ recital. Here we
parted with Alvin, he returning to Ogden, while
we boarded the train for Florence, Col. Here we
met my brother James, whom I had not seen for
fifteen years, and we had a short but pleasant visit
with him.
Passing through Colorado, we saw the Royal
Gorge and the home of the ancient Cliff dwellers,
arriving in Denver, Col., where we met with the
Saints in reunion. I had only time to give them
one sermon, and our next stop was at Independ·
ence, l\!Io.
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We were soon domiciled at the residence of
President Joseph Smith. Our first painful duty was
to call at the home of Sister Riggs; this home so
full of happiness and hope when we left it, now
draped with the sabels of grief, because of the
sudden and unexpected departure of that prince
of men, Dr. 0. H. Riggs, our friend and brother.
We had received a communication from Sister
Riggs, informing us of his hopeless condition, and
on the way we learned of his demise. All of this
was a shock to us, but to gaze upon that lone
widow and daughter was a painful duty. May
God bless them and help them to bear up under
this irretrevable loss.
Went driving with President Joseph Smith,
Ada and Lizzie, and the next day Joseph and I left
for Holden reunion. Here I preached four sermons and addressed the school convention. Joseph
gave us several powerful sermons, and we both
took train for Independence.
While at Independence the Presidency held two
meetings and the stake officers had bills struck off
announcing that I would speak two nights in the
big stone church. Accordingly I was greeted with
two magnificent audiences, who gave me rapt
attention.
President Joseph and I started for Webb City.
On arrival we were the guests of 0. P. Sutherland.
Here we met with many Saints, among them Bro.
and Sister Orvel James, of V en etta, I. T., who contributed to our meetings by singing for us, and
Sister Bell took our sermons for publication.
Bro. Joseph preached the dedicatory sermon
at the morning hour, and I offered the dedicatory
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prayer. 1 preached the afternoon and evening sermons.
The next morning we left for Independence,
Mo., where Lizzie having had a nice visit with Ada ·
.and Ruth,met me at the station. Hurriedly bidding
farewell to Joseph and Ada, we were soon on the
way to Chicago, where we rested one day with
Bro. and Sister Good, and our next stop was Detroit, Mich .. where I preached tvvo nights. vVhile
there we were the guests of Bro. and Sister Liddy.
On arrival in London we were met at the depot
by a committee appointed by the branch. and they
·escorted us to a cab,ancl we were driven to our own
home. Our trunks followed us. \Ve changed our
clothing and the carriage called for ns again, and
\H' were driven to the church.
Here we found the
London Saints assembled. the chnrch decorated
with ftags, pictures and flowers. \V e ·were presented 11·ith speeches of i·Yelcome. and after my Lizzie
had made a lo\·ely speech, and I followed the best
I could, then came the hand shakes and a supper.
Lizzie and I were brought hack to the happy
past. Flcre in this chrnch we first heard the gospel.
from thi~ church we were baptized, confirmed and
1 he last time we were driven to this ehnrch was
11·hen we were married. now over 26 years ago;
here I was ordained a priest, and an elder; here T
preached my fir:;;t sermon, here Liz:>:ie had acted
most of the time for 27 years in Sunday School
work and the church choir. and yet never vvas accorded to any man and woman a more hearty welcome. than the Saints tendered us on this occasion .
.All this touched us deeply.
Next day T was called to Stratford, where l
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found the Saints had erected a nice little church,
and I had been sent for across the continent to
take charge of the opening services. Among the
ministery present were Elder R. C. Longhurst,.
president of the district; George Buschlen, vicepresident of the district, and Fred. Gregory, missionary in charge of this part of the Canadian
field. Elder John Shields preached the morning
sermon, R. C. Evans the afternoon sermon, and
Fred Gregory the evening sermon. During my·
short stay in Stratford I was the guest of Bro. D.
MacGregor and wife.
All honor is due the little band of Saints in
Stratford, and this church is a monument of their
faith in, and love for the Latter Day Glory.
My next work was to preside over the vVabash
Conference and preach two sermons by special request, then on to the London Conference. I was
hoping that as this is my home town, that I might
not he compelled to preach, and seeing so many
elders present, my hopes grew strong, but, alas, I
was mistaken in this. \¥ e were pleased to meet
with Bro. F. G. Pitt, president of the High Priest
Quorum, as also his amiable wife. The Religio and
Sunday School conventions \vere profitable and·
encouraging. The district conference was an educational one. By resolution I was requested to preach
the Sunday afternoon and evening sermons in the
City Hall.
Arthur Leverton, one of our oldest workers in
the Canadian mission preached the Saturday evening discourse, while F. G. Pitt gave to us a splendid.
sermon Sunday morning. I may add that at the
morning prayer meeting we were blessed with
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counsel and advice, that if remembered, will be a
blessing to the church.
Sunday happened to be my 46th birthday, and
when preaching in the City Hall during the afternoon I inadvertantly referred to the fact that probably 40 years ago to-night 1 stood on the stone
steps of this very building selling papers. At the
dose of this meeting I was handed a note informing me that I was wanted at the door. \iVhen I
vvent I was engaged for some minutes, and when
·called in to the hall again I was presented with a
purse of money and a beautiful speech, delivered
·by Elder \V m. Fligg, who is the President of the
London Branch, and who by the way I had baptized when he was but a boy.
Sunday, Oct. 27th, I gave to London Branch
.and was greeted by two fine audiences, and that
night I baptized Vera Constable. Her mother was
my first baptism; here are four generations in the
·church, namely my mother, her daughter, her
granddaughter and her great granddaughter.
1 arrived in Toronto. NoY. 1st, and was met at
the station hy a committee of the branch. They
escorted me to a carriage when I was driven to the
church. Here J found the ne\v church decorated
most artistically. and the assembled throng gave
tangible evidence that they 1verc glad to see me.
Elder A. F. !'vicLean, president of the branch, upon
my arrival at the platform. after the singing of,
"Yes \V c Trust the Day Is Breaking," read to me
the following speech, after which I was presented
with $roo.oo to start the .:Vfajestic work this year,
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after which we had a splendid programme and
supper. Herewith I submit the speech:
President R. C. Evans:
Dear Brother,-vV e are highly delighted that
the season has arrived which recalls you to your
immense field of labor. Almost constantly since
your departure, seven months ago, we have looked
forward to your return here. \V e have carefully
followed you in your travels, and noted with pleas~
ure the success attending you everywhere. Our
hearts were made glad as we read glowing press
comments on your eloquent and powerful addresses from Toronto to the Pacific, and trust that
your visit to vVestern cities may inspire workers
there to arise to gigantic efforts in this great Latter
Day work. The fame of the intense interest which
you have created and maintained for three years
in our beloved city has gone "wherever the Angel's
Message has been sounded; and may it serve as an
example to the church militant, that there is no
pinnacle of success on which the Gospel banner
cannot be perched, if the bearers will with undaunted courage and integrity press forward with
an eye single to God's glory, and man's salvation.
In your absence we have borne in mind your"
counsel, and have endeavored to maintain the cause
as best we could. vVe have struggled to fortify
ourselves spiritually, and prayed "that an enemy
might not sovv tares," and now we unite in saving-,
"\Velcome back our beloved and honored President!"
Under the irresistable impression that a greater
work yet is before us, we assemble to greet you
this evening on the opening of your fourth season
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in the Majestic, and dismiss from our hearts everything but the desire to assist you. To-night we
rally to the standard, and with hearts of love and
joy we surround you as an unbreakable band to be
your support, and may the love and good fellowship here existing intensify until nothing remains
as an hindrance to God to verify his promise to
us: "The bringing up from all quarters of the city
a righteous people to worship in this house."
This great city is before you. We are behind
you; present you means of carrying on your work .
.May God lead you, and at the close of the season
may the gospel of Jesus Christ have brought joy
to the souls of many, as it has done in the past.
Signed on behalf of Toronto Branch by the
Presiding Priesthood .
Torcmto, Nov. 1st, 1907.
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CHAPTER XLIII.
Conclusion.
Sunday, Nov. 3rd, I was greeted with a splendid
audience at the new church, and at night we opened
for the fourth winter, the Majestic Theatre. Before
seven o'clock hundreds had turned away unable to
obtain even standing room. The vast audience
tendered me a great welcome, and so begins the
work in Toronto for the winter of 1907.
As I look over these pages I am reminded that
God has been kind and merciful to me. I have been
the monument of His mercy, the creature of His
tender care, and as a pensioner upon His bounty T
have endeavored to show my recognition of His
goodness by helping my fellow man. I know I
have been misunderstood by some inside of the
church as well as those not of the faith, but I have
tried to do my duty without fear or favor as I saw
it. I am conscious of many imperfections still existing in my life. but I hope to live that vvhen my
work has ended in this probation that God will ac-rept me as his mvn.
Permit me to say in closing that if those that
criticize. this my first book to the world, by reason
of the prominence that is given to its author that
1 ask that they kindly remember that it is because
the people in and out of the church has requested
that I write a history of MY LIFE that this prominence is necessarily given to the author.
I have written concerning my own experience,
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not that I desire honor of men, for none know as
well as I how ignorant and weak I am. I do not
wish the reader to think that I desire notority, only
as by the ~work performed Our Heavenly Father
through me, His weak and trusting child, will receive praise and glory.
The future lies before me. If I know myself, l
wish to spend my time in the service of God, as I
have felt called to give it in that which is known,
as the "Latter Day Glory."
I have written this autobiography as near as
my memory, my diary, and the testimony of those
concerned have enabled me, knowing that I must:
meet you at the bar of God and meet all that I have·
said. I bear my testimony, in the name of my
Master that I have endeavored to tell the truth.
May you and I so live so that we may elwell with
God in sinless eternity, and to this end I hope to
continue to struggle against the triune enemy the
world, with all its alurements, the devil, whether
as a "roaring lion" or as "an angel of light," and the
flesh with all its propensities, as I may find them
either in myself, the church, or the world, and
when the end shall come. I trust that I may be able
to say:
~VVhen the last brave word is spoken,
And our work on earth is done,
\Vhen the glass of life is broken,
And the sands have ceased to nm.
\Vhen our deeds have been rewarded.
Both the evil and the good,
May we each have left recorded,
\Ve have done the best we could.
Toronto, Nov. sth, 1907.
R. C. EVANS,
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SEI<.MONS
By Elder R. C. Evans.

JOSEPH SMITH-WAS HE A PROPHET OF
GOD?
I am thankful for the opportunity afforded me
uf standing before you upon this occasion, and will
give you a few reasons why I believe that Joseph
Smith was a prophet of God. As a standpoint upon
which I will base the remarks I may have to offer
: invite your attention to the 7th chapter of the
Gospel as written by Matthew, and will read from
the rsth to the 20th verses, inclusive:
"Beware of false prophets. which come to you
in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves. Y e shall know them by their fruits. Do
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?
Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit;
hut a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A g·ood
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit. neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that
l)ringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and
cast into the fire. \Vberefore by their fruits ye
shall know them."
The leading thoughts to which I desire to direct
yor attention, are :
Firg't, That we· should beware of false prophets.
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Second, That they were to be known by their
fruits.
Third, That a corrupt tree cannot bring· forth
good fruit.
I am persuaded that the general testimony of
the world to-day evidences the fact that they disbelieve in the prophetic mission of Joseph Smith;
when tried before the tribunal of popular opinion
he at once is found guilty. But I ask you this morning, to thro·w aside your preconceived ideas, and
give to Joseph Smith just the same kind of trial
that you would be willing to give to any other man
-claiming to be a servant of God, in this or any other
age of the world. I am here to say that I do not
believe this is a proper tribunal before which to
try Joseph Smith, or any other man. But as the
world tried him before this tribunal and found him
guilty, I want to apply the same kind of a trial to
.others, who lived in the years agone. If it is fair
to try Joseph Smith by popular opinion, you will
at once concede that it is fair to try any other ma~1
by this criterion.
\V e introduce to you the prophets of the long
ago, hut vv-ithout going into a critical examination
of all their trials, difficulties and persecution, we
submit one small piece of evidence in the language
.of Stephen, wherein he said. reviewing the past
and how the sen·ants of God had been treated when
tried before the tribunal of public opinions. "\Vhich
of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted?
i\ncl they han:' slain them which shewed before of
the coming of the Just One. Acts, vii., 52. See also
IT. Chron., xxxYi., 10; Lukexiii., 34· Here we dis·covei- that when the prophets were tried before the
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tribunal of public opinion they were found guilty
and the penalty was death.
We next introduce to you the Lord Jesus
Christ; he whose fair life was not darkened by even
a shadow of sin, whose life was a benediction to
the race, who lived only to bless and to lift up and
to strengthen. He was put upon trial before this
same tribunal-popular opinion. VVhat is the result? The chief men of the nation, his own brethren after the flesh, the Jews, were found testifying
against Him. Their chief effort was to educate the
people to believe that he was a bad man. It was
the work of years before this was accomplished.
At times we find them trying to injure Him, but
they were foiled in their attempt, and the reason
given was, "They feared the people." But in process of time the people became educated, under the
vituperation and scandal that was constantly being
hurled against Him, to cry out to Pilate: "Thou
art no friend of Caesar's if you let this man go,"
and "Crucify him, Crucify him!" Sworn testimony
was given against Him, until He "who knew no
sin," was found guilty by the tribunal of public
opinion, and the verdict was similar to that given
in the case of the prophets-guilty. and the penalty
followecl-cleath.
vVe pass on to the apostles of the Lamb, and
find that everywhere the cry was, "Away with
them! Away with them !" until the prophetic declaration was fulfilled-"The time came that they
drank the blood of the Saints." ·
Now, we know that Jesus was innocent and
pure and true to his charge; but we have histories
telling us that the verdict of the age in which he
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11 ved vvas, that He was an illegitimate child; that
He was born of fornication; that his mother was a
poor woman who earned her living by the labors
·of her own hands (as though this was a disgrace).
And I call your attention right here to the fact that
Beadle, one of the great writers against Mormonism, urges as a claim against Joseph Smith, that
his mother was a poor woman who had to wash
for a living, forgetting that many a good, honest
and true heart beats beneath the ragged shawl of a
washer woman. History tells us that these stories
were circulated against Christ and his disciples,
until it was said of Him that he, being a bad man,
went about the world getting his living in a bad
and shameful manner and that he had connected
with Him ten or eleven vile publicans. This is
found in Lardner's history of Christianity.
\IV e can go farther than the apostles, and find
that the world hated Christianity as long as the
Christians remained true. vVhile the servants of
·God were strnggling amid the gloom of earth-life
the purity of their lives was a constant rebuke to
bad men and the result was that bad men hated
them. until we find them over there in Rome. where
they were persecuted and killed by the thousands.
\V e are informed by Gibbon. in his "Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire," that so great was the
cmimosity against the early Christians that Nero,
the Roman Emperor, ordered them to be tied to
"ticks and dipped in inflammable material, which
·was then ignited. and the darkness of the race
·course was illumined by the living blood of dying
martyrs, true representatives of the stainless Christ.
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I will now introduce some history to prove that
Christ foretold that his people would suffer; this
was one of the true signs that was to follow the
believer. One of the true points or marks of identity
is:

''Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ JesL''l
shall suffer persecution."-II. Tim., iii., 12.
"Ye shall be betrayed both by parents and
brethren, and kinsfolks and friends, and some of
you shall they cause to be put to death, and ye shall
be hated of all men for my name's sake (Christ)."
-Luke xxi., r6, 17.
"If ye were of the world, the world would love·
his own; but because ye are not of the world, but
I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you."-John xv., 19.
The early saints have this to say of their suffering and persecution:
"Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we
suffer it; being defamed, we entreat. VI/ e are made
as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring·
of all things unto this day."-I. Cor., iv., 12, 13.
"\\' e are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; per;,secutecl, but not forsaken; cast clown, but not destroyecl."-II. Cor., iv., 8, 9·
No one can read the history of the saints of
these latter days without seeing clearly that they
have passed through similar trials to those foretold
by the Master, and .endured by his saints of former
clays.
I submit a few brief notes from history regard-ing Christ and his early saints.
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"Jesus was _born of a poor woman, who subsisted by the labors of her own hands, condemned
of adultery, cast off by her husband, wandering
about in a shameful manner, and giving birth to
Jesus in an obscure place, and he (the child, being
in want, served in Egypt for a livelihood, becoming familiar with some Egyptian charmers, he returned and set himself up for a god; then taking
to himself ten or eleven vile publicans and sailors.
he went about getting his living in a bad and
shameful manner."-Lardner, vol. 8, pp. 19-23.
The above will suffice to show what they
thought, or said, of the Master and his saintly
mother. Now let us read what they said of the
"household."
"\i\That the cnmes were, which were laid to the
charge of the primitive Christians, we know from
divers writers, Greek and Latin-from whom it appears that besides atheism, or impiety to the established deities, they were charged with having
their wives in common, with promiscuous lewdness
in their assemblies, with incest, and eating human
flesh, especially young children, whom they first
killed and then ate, at their nocturnal meetings,.
where persons of each sex and every age were
present."-Lardner, vol. I, p. 240.
"Some of them say, 'Let not any man of learning come hither, nor any wise man, nor any man
of prudence; but if any man be unlearned, if he is
ignorant, if he is silly, let him come without fear.'
Thus acknowledging that these are the men who·
<\re acceptable to their God; and thereby manifesting that they are neither willitig. nor able to gain'
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any but the foolish, the stupid, slaves, women and
children."-Lardner, vol. 8, p. 23.
The above are quoted from Lardner's works,
London edition of 1788.
"Christians were called Atheists because they
cderided the heathen Polytheism; magicians, because they wrought miracles; self murderers, because they suffered martyrdom cheerfully for the
truth; haters of the light, because to avoid the fury
.of the persecutions raised against them, they were
.obliged at first to hold meetings at night."-Mosheim, vol. I, p. 52.
"They were said to be unsupportable, daring
and arrogant, enemies to public tranquility, and
exciters to civil wars, and continuous haters of
mankind, and their doctrine was called a destructive superstition."-Mosheim, vol. I, p. 73·
Robinson. in "Ecclesiastical Researches," page
90, edition of 1792, quotes Tertullian as saying:
"You tax us with killing and eating children;
the charge is absurd and cruel in the extreme, and
•.ve cannot conceive how you came to invent such a
scandalous calumny; we defy you to prove it.
\Vhy do not the magistrates examine us on this
:subject?
but you hate us, even the bare
name by which we are called, and without giving
yourselves any trouble to examine, you say all
manner of evil of us." "Tacitus reproaches them
(saints) with the odious character of haters of mankind, and styles the religion of Jesus 'a destructi vc
superstition.' "-1\Ioshiem, vol. I, p. 73; note M.,
1797 edition.
"Nero exposed to accusation and torture, with
the most exquisite penalties, a set of men detested
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for their enorm1t1es, whom the common people
called Christians. Christus, the founder of the
5ect, was executed during the reign of Tiberius, by
the procurator, Pontius Pilate, and the deadly
superstition suffered for a time, began to burst out
once more, not only through Judea, where the evil
had its root, but even in the city of Rome, whither
from every quarter all things horrible or shameful are drifted and find their votaries."-Tacitus,.
the Roman historian, quoted by Canon Farrar in
"Early Days of Christianity," p. 136.
"A principle reason of the severity with which
the Romans persecuted the Christians. . . . seem::;
to have been the abhorrence and contempt felt by
the latter for the religion of the empire.
These, however, were the two things which
the Christians were charged with, and that justly,
though to their honor. They dared to ridicule the
absurdities of Pagan superstition and they
were ardent and assiduous in gammg proselytes to the truth, nor did they only attack the religion of Rome, but also all the different shapes.
and forms under which superstition appeared in the
various countries where they exercised their ministry; hence the Romans concluded that the
Christian sect was not only unsupportable, daring
and arrogant. but moreover, enemies to the public
tranquility, and ever ready to excite civil wars
;-mel comlllotions in the Empire."-J'vloshiem. vol. r,
rh. 5, part r.
"An~ong the obstacles that retarded the progress of Christianity, the impious calumnies of its
enemies were the most considerable. The persons.
the characters and the religious sentiments of the
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nrst Christians, were most unjustly treated, and
most perfidiously misrepresented to the credulous
multitude who were restrained by this only from
t'mbracing the Gospel. Those, therefore, who, by:
their apologetic writing for the Christians, destroyed the poisonous infiuence of destruction, rendered,
no doubt, signal service to the doctrine of Christ,
by removing the chief impediment to its progress."
-Moshiem, vol. I, p. 52.
"vVhat renders this highly probable is, that the
most urgent necessity required it being done; for
not long after Christ's ascension into heaven, several histories of his life and doctrines, full of pious
frauds and fabulous wonders, were composed by
persons whose intentions, perhaps, were not bad,
but whose writings discovered the greatest superstitions and ignorance. Nor was that all; productions appeared which were imposed upon the world,
by fraudulent men, as the writings of the holy
~1postles. These apochryphal and spurious writings
must have produced a sad confusion, and rendered
both the history ancl the doctrine of Christ uncertain. had not the l'ulers of the church used all possible care and diligence in separating the books that
were truly apostolic and divine, from all the spuricms trash. and conveying them dovvn to posterity
111 one Yolume.''-:\Joshiem, vol. I. chap. 2, par. IJ.
"To accomplish more speedily the ruin of the
Christians, all those persons whose interests were
incompatable with the progress of the gospel, loaded them with the most ?pprobious calumnies,
which were too easily received as the truth by the
credulous and unthinking multitude, among whom
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with the utmost mdustry.
and these indeed were the only
arms the assailants had to oppose the truth, since
the virtues of its ministers and followers left to its
enemies no resources but calumny and persecution,
nothing can be imagined in point of virulence and
fury that they did not employ for the ruin of the
Christians. They even went so far as to persuade
the multitude that all the calamities, wars, tempests and di~eases that ~fflicted mankind, were judgments sent down by the angry gods because the
Christians, who condemned their authority, were
suffered in the empire."-Mosheim, vol. I, chap. 5,
par. 8.
Certain fictitious acts of Pilate and our Saviour,
full of blasphemy, were by the emperor's approbation circulated through his do.minion with orders.
to facilitate the publishing of them in all places, and
to direct school masters to deliver them to youth,
that might commit them to memory. Children in
their school days sounded Jesus and Pilate, and
other things invented to asperse the gospel.-"Milner's Church History." vol. 2, p. 32.
"The Jews were the first and the most inveterate enemies the Christians had.
They
cursed the Christians three times a day in their
synagogues. They would not speak to a Christain
on any occasion.
They dispatched emissaries all over the world to defame the Christians,
and spread all sorts of calumnies against them.
They accused them among other things of worshipping the sun, and the head of an ass. They
reproached them with idleness and being a usele~s
set of people. They charged them with treason,.
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and endeavoring to erect a new monarchy against
that of the Romans. They affirmed that in cele-;
brating their mysteries they used to kill a child and
eat his flesh. They accused them of the most
.shocking incests, and of intemperance in their feasts
,of charity."-Buck's Theo. Diet. Art. Chr., p. 66.
Under Nero, 67 A. D., Nero ordered that the
city of Rome should be set on fire, which was exe{:Uted by his officers, guards and servants.
Nero finding that his conduct was greatly blamed,
determined to lay the whole upon the Christians,
and at once excuse himself.
Some were
5ewn up in the skins of wild beasts, then worried
l)y dogs till they expired; others dressed in skirts
made stiff with wax, then fastened to axletrees and
set on fire in order to illuminate his gardens.
"Under Domintian, 81-95 A. D., forty thousand
·were supposed to have suffered martyrdom.
He commanded all the lineage of David to be put
to death.
St. John was boiled in oil, afterwards banished to Patmos.
Timothy was
clubbed to death."
"Under Trajan, IOo---I08 A. D., about ninety
thousand Christians were martyred; women were
hung up by the hair, scourged, drowned, stabbed,
sawn asunder. Ph'ocus was first cast into a hot
lime kiln and then cast into a scalding bath. lgna·
tius, Bishop of Antioch, was compelled to hold fire
in his hands, and at the same time papers dipped in
-oil were put to his sides, then set on fire, his flesh
was torn by reel hot pincers, and then he was torn
to pieces by wi19 beasts."-Blancharcl's Book of
Martyrs, pp. 19-40.
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· Those who study the histories referred to will
discover that. all that the vile tongue of slander
and the merciless hand of hate, assisted by priestcraft, superstition and idolatry could do, was done.
to injure the Master, his saints and the gospel of
peace and good will.
Before leaving this part of my subject I call
your attention to this fact, that many of the charges
urged against the former day saints, were like e'en
to those constantly urged against the Latter Day
Saints-murder, treason, polygamy, lewdness, opposition to the creeds of men, ignorant, foolish,
stupid, silly, kind to slaves, superstitious, hating
the name. They wrote books and filled school histories with their slanders, and circulated them over
the land, thus they prevented people from obeying
the gospel; and last, but not least, men who·
claimed to be brethren of Christ and saints, were
found, after the death of Christ and the apostles,
"writing fabulous wonders" and "false revelations,"
claiming them to have been handed down by the
apostles. \Ve arc informed by the celebrated historian, Eusebius, as also Buck, in his "Theological
Dictionary," that the "doctrine of the Nicolaitanes,"
referred to in Revelation ii., 6, "was a community
of wives, or polygamy." This Nicolas is supposed
to be one of the "seven deacons," chosen as recorded in Acts vi., 5, 6. Yet after Christ and many of
the
had gone to rest, this man corrupted
many of the former day saints by the shameless
introduction of polygamy. Those who were true
opposed and denounced it, yet the church had to
suffer the reproach. So has it been with the Latter
Day Saints. After Joseph Smith had completed the
www.LatterDayTruth.org

SERMONS BY
work God called him to perform, and had sealed his
testimony with his own blood, men of the church
departed from the faith. and like Nicolas, of the
former clay saints, Brigham Young, of the Latter
Day Saints, pretended to give fabulous wonders,
spurious writings and revelations, as the revelations
of Joseph Smith, including that silly, self-contradictory and fraudulent revelation on polygamy.
Holy men have stood by the prophet and the truth,
as taught by Joseph Smith, and hence we find the
.sons of Joseph Smith, his wife and the honest and
pure of the church, rejecting and denouncing the
doctrine of polygamy or Brighamism, as d4d the
honest of the former clay saints, the doctrine of
polygamy or Nicolaitanism; yet do they suffer as
did the honest of the former clay saints, the doctrine
·of polygamy or Nicolaitanism; yet do they suffer
as did the former day saints.
But the cruel, unthinking world charges thus,
"There must have been sown the doctrine of polygamy by Joseph Smith, else Brigham Young and
some others in his church would not have adopted
it after hi·s death." That kind of logic would con<:lemn Christ and the apostles, by reason of Nicolas'
polygamy in the former day work. Nicolas in from·er clays, Brigham in latter days, departed from the
true faith, and taught polygamy; as a result, both
former and Latter Day Saints have had to suffer.
May the clear Lord help you to see that the church
has ever suffered by the judgment of popular opinion, and that in our times, as in the dear dead years
·of the silent past, God's true people, God's true
.churcla may hear. the words as addressed to Paul:
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"But -..ve desire to hear of thee what thou think,est; .for as concerning this sect, we know that
everywhere it is spoken against."-Acts xxviii., 22.
vV e go further on with the examination and see
what popular opinion has done with other representatives of God among the sons of .men. vVe turn
to the reformation. Popular opinion, at the birth
·of the reformation, was against the light that was
bursting out on every hand, and the result was,
that in five days over thirty thousand were mas-sacred by command of Charles IX. and Pope
Gregory XIII. issued medals in commemoration of
this holy ( ?) event.
The time came when, in many part~ of Europe,
the reformation became popular, and forgetful of
the struggles through which they had passed, they
followed in the wake of their mother, Rome, and
did the works of darkness like unto those that she
performed, and we are informed by the Catholic
11istorian, that the followers of Calvin alone burned
.over twenty thousand Roman churches and killed
thousands of priests. We are further informed by
the Protestant historian, Cobbett, that it was death
for a Catholic priest to come into England in the
reign of Queen Elizabeth. Death was written on
the lines all along.
As a closing sentence regarding the Roman
'Catholic tribunal of opinion, I submit the following
from Buck's Theological Dictionary, article, Perse'cutions:
"Fifteen million are said to have been sacrificed
to the genius of popery in about forty years. . . .
Is has been computed that fifty millions of Prowww.LatterDayTruth.org

286

SERMONS BY

testants have at different times been the victims
of the persecutions of the Papists, and put to death
for their religious opinions."
Buck quotes from fourteen different authors,.
whose names and book titles appear at close of his
articles.
Coming over here to America, we find that the
fathers came over here that they might worshipGod after the dictate of their own conscience ..
They desired to worship as they pleased. The ·
time came when they became popular and strong,
and then they tried to force other men to worship·
God as they worshiped him, until we find, on the
statute books of the eastern states, laws (which
perhaps are not repealed to this hour), that the
Baptist people were fined because they did not
attend the Episcopalian church; and, indeed, that
Baptist mother who had been taught to believe
that sprinkling was not the order of things as found'
in the revelations of God, and that infant baptism
was a creature of the Pope, that had no origin in
the days of Chdst, that that mother who refused
to bring her child to the Episcopalian priest for
baptism, was fined two thousand pounds of tobacco,
palf to go to the informant and half to the state.
\V e come further down and we find that the
great hero of the Baptist church, Roger Williams,
was so persecuted, that, to save his life, he had to
escape through the rear window of his howe, and
that he ate berries, nuts and such things to sustain
life during winter, until he reached a friendly In-dian settlement, which he called Providence, and
which place is now known as Providence, Rhode
Island. Our friends ought to remember this when
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they are referring to Joseph Smith under the line
of popular opinion.
I call your attention now to Wesley. It is said
that John vV esley was accused and twelve indictments ·were- found against him, and he had to
escape from the country to save his life.-(Haile's
History of the United States). I have the record
as published by the Rev. Mr. Woods, a Methodist
preacher, telling us that the popular wave had
raged so loud and long against the W esleys that
an indictment was found against Charles vV esley,
and the rendering was that he was a vagabond, a
disturber of the peace, and a petition was presented
to the king asking that he be transported from
England.-(Perfect Lovel p. 249). We might
refer also to John Wesley, who was dragged by
the hair of the head through the streets of London
because he had been heard to say something that
popular opinion did not favor.
I might proceed upon tkis line of argument,
l)llt I believe you are ready to admit now that
popular opinion is not the proper tribunal before
which to try the prophets, Christ and the apostles
the reformers, or even Joseph Smith. If it is fair
to try Joseph Smith by this tribunal, you must
-try all the rest by the same tribunal. You know
the verdict has been with regard to all the rest,
;that they were guilty, and death was the penalty
.in the majority of cases.
Now, as you discover it is unfair and unreasonable to try Joseph Smith, or any other man by
popular opinion, I ask, vVhat is the tribunal before
which he should be tried, or before which the others
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should have been tried? My text says, "Beware
of false prophets.
you shall know them.
by their fruits. A corrupt tree cannot bring forth
good fruit." When we try the reformers by this
guide, by this rule, we find that God did bless
them. This church has been reproached because
of misunderstanding, and some have thought that
we taught that there was no good in the reformation. That is not true. We believe that God
blessed Calvin, that He inspired \Vycliffe, and that
he blessed Charles vVesley, John vV esley and
others who were connected with the reformation.
We believe that God's Holy Spirit truly inspired
the \V esleys, and, indeed, was in the church over
which Knox and Calvin preside'd; :that almost
every effort in the line of truth was made to break
the clark chain of Romanism and let the light in
preparatory to the effulgence that should come
when the God of heaven should again speak and'
send forth his accredited ministers, reorganize his
church and place it upon the platform where Jesus
left it. \Ve are thankful for all the good the re\form.ers brought abou't, and when this church
sends her missionaries out to preach, we can say
to every nation, every clime, every church, and
every man, keep all the good you have; we introduce to you something that we claim is good and
we ask you to test it, and if it is good, accept it.
M:y heart was made glad when I was called
before the tribunals of our country to defend this
cause; and when I heard the brightest minds of
the British realms declare, after having read the
Book of Mormon, the revelations of Joseph Smith,
and the theory of this church, that it is not only
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Christian, but eminently "Christian," and that the
great cause of the world's opposition to this work
was because the Latter Day Saints clung with
tenacity to the truths as taught in the Bible. ,;\nd
when the cause was brought in, Chief Justice Armour declared that the action was not prosecution, but persecution; and do you know that when
the judge gave that verdict, I was so rejoiced in
my soul that I forgot that I had not had any dinner. I went out upon the streets and talked, and
did not have any dinner that day. I felt to thank
God that the chief minds of the British nation
should declare with words of soberness, that there
was nothing contrary to Christianity in the whole
doctrine of this church. They will all find that out
in time if they will only be honest enough to investigate.
Chief Justice Armour's decision is as follows:
"We think it quite clear that this conviction cannot
be maintained. The defendant was clearly a duly
ordained minister of this religious body, and there
is no doubt that it is a religious denomination
vvithin the words of the statute. Assuming that
Christianity is the law of the land in a sense, there
is nothing contrary to Christianity in the tenets of
this body.
"
It has been said that not only the popular opinions of the world, but that the friends of Joseph
Smith have denounced him as being a false prophet,
and the work he introduced as being of the devil.
Do you know my friends, that I am here this
morning with the intention of hurling this falsehood back into the face of those who make it? I
am going to show you that the strongest evidence
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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that can be given came from those who became
entangled in the affairs of this world until they
lost the spirit of God, and because of their sins,
were excommunicated from the church. I will introduce a few of them this morning as witnesses
in the defence of the prophetic mission of Joseph
Smith and the divine authenticity of the Book of
Mormon, and the work he so nobly established.
It has been said that the three witnesses to the
Book of Mormon denied their testimony; but the
evidence says that the last words of Martin Harris
were in defence of the prophetic mission of Joseph
Smith, and it is said by those who claim to knovv,
that he died with the Bible in one hand and the
Book of Mormon in the other. And notwithstanding Oliver Cowdery and David ·whitmer had their
trouble with Joseph and the church, when the world
would have lauded them to the skies had they denounced him as a false prophet and denied the divine authenticity of the Book of Mormon and the
work he established, in the midst of all their diffi.
culties they ever stood firm to the testimony that
Joseph Smith was a prophet of God, and the Book
of Mormon was of divine authenticity. It is also
said that Oliver Cowdery's last words to David
\Vhitmer were, "David, be true to your testimony."
Ax1d the
old man, David Whitmer, ~vd1en the
very ice of death was freezing tbe marrow of his
hones, took a pen, and, for the last time, signed
his name to the statement that an angel appeared
to Joseph Smith, and that the Book of Mormon
was of divine authenticity; that he knew it because
an angel of God had revealed it to him, that he
bad heard the voice of God declaring to him that
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that work was divine, and the last words that he
uttered were in defence of the testimony that he
had borne from a young man up to the lilies of
8o years.
But I am told that some of the leading lights of
the c11urch have denied the faith; and we have
heard a good deal about what the "Expositor"
was, and how the Latter Day Saints destroyed
that publication, and all that sort of thing. Why
do you know in the testimony we offered up in
Canada a little while ago with reference to the
Laws, and Higbee, and Fosters, and so on, at considerable expense I went and purchased a paper
that was published in 1844, called the "Expositor?"
There was only one issue of that printed, and let
me read to you from that this morning, the testimony of the Laws with reference to this question.
Now, I want you to understand that the Laws
and Fosters and others, were excommunkated
from the church because of their wrong-doing.
After they had printed this scurrilous sheet against
the church, after they had clone their level best
against the cil:urch, I ask, "What did they say
with reference to the prophetic mission of Joseph
Smith? Vvhat did they say with reference to the
Book of ~Iormon? \;Vhat did they have to say with
reference to the organization of the church as orSmith? I now read you an extnct from that very "Expositor" that was published in 1844. after they were cut off from the: churcb.
This was written on the 7th of June, 1844, and
1 cads as follows :
"As far as our acquaintance with the Church of
Jesus Christo{ Latter Day Saints, we know no men,
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or set of men can be more thoroughly acquainted
with its rise, its organization and its history than
we have reason to believe we are. We all verily
believe, and many of us know of a surety, that the
religion of the Latter Day Saints, as originally
taught by Joseph Smith, which is contained, in the
Old and New Testaments, the Book of Mormon
and the Book of Covenants, is verily true, and that
the pure principles set forth therein are the immutable and eternal principles of heaven."
I do not believe that President Joseph Smith
or W. W. Blair could stand to-day and bear
stronger testimony to the authenticity of the Book
of Mormon and to the divinity of the mission of
Joseph Smith, than did Law and Foster and others
on this occasion, and which they put right in their
own paper. And this paper has been hurled against
us as evidence that Joseph Smith was false and all
that sort of thing. While these men believed that
Smith and others prominent in the church had
erred in judgment, when the time came for them to
bear testimony to the divine authenticity of the
work, they declared that they believed they knew
as mnch as any other men on earth about its rise,
progress and history, and that they knew its doctrine was the immutable ancl eternal principles of
heaven.
The Doctrine and Covenants referred to
1 h;'m is a hook of revelations given by God for the
Gc,yernment of the church, through Joseph Smith,
anG they say these are true.
I call your attention to just one other testimony with regard tu this matter. I find it in
Smucker's history, w;ttten against the Latter Day
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Saints, pages IJI-I/+ Now, remember that this
man comes to us witu his record as a book written
against the church. 1-.ie believes that Joseph Smith
was deceived; that l1~..- was not a true prophet; but
:'ee what he says witn reference to the man, as to
his character, and as w his sincerity, and as to his
purity of life.
"They (the Morrnons) allege, what appears
from his (Joseph Smith's) whole career to be the
most probable, that he was at all times most anxious to preserve the church free from taint and
to exclude adulterers, seducers, and persons of
immoral lives.
It is utterly incredible that
Joseph Smith, who-great imposter as he wasnever missed an opportunity to denounce seducers
and adulterers as unfit to enter his church, should
have been concerned, directly or indirectly, in proceedings like these, though it is scarcely surprising
that, when such stories have been circulated by
men whom the prophet had thwarted or reprimanded, there should have been found some persons willing to believe them."
The reader of the pages referred to, will, when
reading the full accounts, discover that the men
referred to as being thwarted, reprimanded or cut
off the church, and who afterwards slandered
Joseph, were the Laws and Fosters of the "Expositor."
Governor Thomas L. Ford is on record in this
very work as having stated that the charges preferred against Joseph Smtth, at tht> time of, or
prior to his death, were unfounded 1n fact, and
there was no evidence by which they could be
proven; that the Smiths were innocent of the
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charges preferred against them. And it is said that
when the rumor went out that the Smiths were to
be liberated, the mob came together, and do you
remember what the verdict was? Smucker tells
us. Oh, how in keeping with the verdict of those
bloody scenes of long ago! Here it is: "If the
laws of our country cannot kill them, powder and
shot can."-(See Smucker, pp. 176, 206.)
Father James Whitehead, in the congregation,.
here said: "Yes, that is true. I know that is true,
I was there." Here is the private secretary of the
martyred prophet declaring this to be true, and
more than that he was there.
You discover that, in looking over his personal
enemies, in looking over the testimony of the chief
magistrate of the state in which he then lived, and
in looking over the testimony of men who had been
in the church and were excommunicated from it,
they speak with reference to his character as being
a grand, good man. vVhile they thought he had
made mistakes, yet when brought face to face with
the idea as to whether God had called him, and
whether the Book of Mormon was of divine authenticity, they declared that they were in a position
to know as much about the rise, progress and history of this work 3S any other men on earth, and
they declared that God was in it; that the doctrine
as taught by Smith, and the .revelations contained
in the Book of Covenants and the Book of Mormon,
were the divine principles of heaven.
Now, then, as we have found:
First, That popular opinion is not the proper
criterion by ·which to try Joseph Smith or any
other man;
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Second, \Ve have discovered that the testimony
.of those who were his personal enemies, speak in
bis favor; now,
Third, I wish to introduce to you the proper
way by which to try Joseph Smith, as found in my
text: "Beware of false prophets.
By their
fruits ye shall know them.
. A corrupt tree
cannot bring forth good fruit."
:r\ ow, I ask you to notice very carefully. I am
going to try to show you some of the fruit that was
produced in the doctrine, teaching and faith and
·otganization of the· church under Joseph Smith.
I am going to ask you to pass judgment upon it
this morning and see whether it is corrupt fruit,
Dr good fruit. If it is good fruit, .remember you
must not condemn it. If Joseph Smith was a
corrupt, bad man, remember Jesus has here laid
down the line by which we are to measure him, in
the deClaration, "A corrupt tree cannot bring forth
·good fruit."
vVhat were the teachings of Joseph Smith? In
the first place he taught the world that the church
as established by Christ eighteen hundred years
ago, had gone into apostasy; that the priesthood
(that is.. authority to act in the ordinances of the
church of Christ) was taken to heaven. vVas there
any proof for that? I must be brief upon this
thought, but I just subpoena the evidence of the
entire Protestant world-they ought to be good
witnesses on that point; for if the Roman Catholic
Church is the true Church of Jesus Christ, if they
are legitimate successors of the apostles as ordained
by Jesus Christ, according to their claim, what
right had \Vycliffe, Latimer, Ridley, \iV esley, Knox,
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Calvin, Campbell, or any others, to reform and organize another church? If the church of Rome is
the true church, these reformers did wrong in
leaving her; they were leaving the true church.
But they all come to us saying that the church of
Rome was in apostasy; that she is the mother of
harlots, the abomination of the earth, etc. Well,
if she is, then Joseph Smith told the truth when
he said that the church of Christ had gone into
apostasy.
Next, when Joseph Smith organized the church,
he declared that an angel from God had restored
the priesthood to him and to other men. Now, the
world says, "But wait here. We have no need of
such a restoration." I ask the whole reformation,
By what authority do you act? Has an angel appeared to you? Did you ever read in writings of
Luther, Wycliffe, Calvin, Knox, Latimer or Wesley, that an angel appeared to them, and that they
were ordained under divine hands? You never did.
Now, if the church of Rome was corrupt, and they
all claim she was, I ask you, \Vhere did these men
get their authority to preach and minister in the
ordinances of the church? The answer comes back,
li is an apple that grew on the corrupt tree, Mother Rome. Our text says that a corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit. Did you ever realize
this truth, that Luther, \Vycliffe, Ridley, Latimer,
Calvin, and Knox, all acted under the ordination
of the ministers of the pope? Let me tell you further, that they never suffered a second ordination.
Now, if that church was wrong, if that tree was
corrupt, then ·it was not the authority of Christ,
therefore, while we are willing to accord to them
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their just dues, that they accomplished a great deal
0£ good in the world, that they were blessed of
God in bringing about a great deal of good, yet
when the question of priesthood authority and
church organization comes, they are weighed in
the balance and found wanting.·
I submit a few brief extracts from history sup'porting the claim made by Joseph, the prophet,
that the church established by Christ went into
apostasy:
" Laity and clergy, learned and unlearned, all
ages, sects and degrees of men, women and children of the whole Christendom (an horrible and
most dreadful thing to think), have been at once
drowned in abominable idolatry, of all other vices
most detested of God, and damnable to man, and
that by the space of eight hundred years and more."
-Book of Homilies, on Perils of Idolatry, p. 261.
"The Christian religion or worship was now
(sixth C(mtury). become no less idolatrous than
that of the Gentiles, who therefore, chose to retain
their own, there being no material difference between one and the other, between worshiping the
ancient heroes or the modern saints."-History of
Popes, by Bowers.
"The apostles being dead. everything came to
pass as they had foretold, the whole Christian
system underwent a miserable change.
Christianity was maintained though under gradual
decay, during the first three centuries."-Dr. Buck'
Theological Dictionary, p. 475; Philadelphia edition, 1830.
"In the very first society at Rome, there were
'divisions and offences,' but how early and how
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powerfully did the mystery of iniquity work in the
church at Corinth; not only schisms, heresies, animosities, fierce and bitter contentions, but actual
open sins. vVe meet with abundant proof that in
all the churches the tares grew up with the wheat,
and that the ·mystery of iniquity' did everywhere
work in a thousand forms. That grand pest of
Christianity-a faith without works-was spread
far and wide .. vVhen James wrot.; hls epistle, the
tares had produced a plentiful harvest. (See 2nd,
Jrd, 4th, and sth chapters.) There was envy, strife,
confusion and every evil work; whoso reads with
attention, will be inclined to believe that the tares
had well nigh choked the wheat, even at. this early
period, and that among the most of them, no more
than the form of godliness (if so much), was left.''
-John vVesley, sermon 66; subject, Mystery of
Iniquity.
"\Ve easily infer what vvas the state of the
church in general from that of the seven churches
in Asia; all but Philadelphia and Smyrna were corrupted so that many of them were not a jot better
than the present races of Christians; and our Lord
i hen threatened, what He has long since performed
-to remove the candlestick from them. . . . We
have been apt to imagine that the primitive church
was all excellence and perfection; and such, without doubt. it was on the clay of Pentecost, but how
soon did the fine gold become dim: how soon was
the wine mixed with water; hmv little time before
the Christians were scarcely to he distinguished
from the heathens; and if so bad in the first century, we cannot suppose it to have been any better
111
the second; undoubtedly it grew ·vvorse and
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worse. Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, in the third
.century, gives an account of his time. .
The
converts practiced all kinds of abominations, exactly as they did before conversion.
A
Christian nation, a Christian city (according to the
ancient pattern) was no longer to be found. Has
the case altered since the reformation?"-John
:VV esley, sermon 66.
"This was the real cause why the gifts of the
Holy Spirit were no longer to be found in the
Christian Church; because the Christians were
turned heathens again, and had only a dead form
left."-J. vVesley, sermon 94, in VoL 2.
"The apostate church-Babylon the great, the
mother of harlots changed even the Bible itself,
and the mal stirdiction of the Christian instituticms or government."-A. CampbelL
\V e could multiply historical proof and flood
this discourse with Biblical statements confirming
the position of Joseph Smith that the church established by Christ went into apostasy, but we think
the above will be sufficient.
Further, J oscph Smith comes to us and declares
that an angel appeared to him. "Now," says one,
''that is the Yery fact that stamps him as an imposter.'' Are you sure?
"Oh, say, there arc no angels novY.
\Vhat has become of all the angels?
"0 well, they do not come to earth now.
\V ell, why? The book tells us, as a part of the
mission of angels, that they are ministering spirits
sent forth to minister to those who shall be heirs of
salvation. Have we any heirs of salvation in this
·country now? Angeh used to appear to the people
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of God; just look up the records and see if God
ever had a people, acknowledged of Himself, to
whom angels did not appear and bless. You canHot find any.
Joseph Smith declared that an angel appeared
unto him. N mv, we go to the Bible and we find
that in the last days, in the hour of God's judgment, just before the harvest time, near the end of
the world, at eventide, there should be light and
knowledge; that the light of God should rest upon
the world and that knowledge would increase. In
the day of his preparation these things were to b~
• brought about, and the Gospel was to be restored;
that "this Gospel" should be preached in all the
world for a witness and then the end should come;
and we are told that in this epoch of the world's
history an angel was seen flying through the midst
of heaven bringing the everlasting Gospel to the
earth.
"But," says one . "that means to some foreign
nation."
Oh, no; the record says that the Gospel is to
be preached to every nation, and kindred, tongue
and people; and that this is to come in the hour of
God's judgment, by the hand of an angel (Rev. I4:
6, 7) at the harvest time. Then, before the end of
the world, an ensign, spoken of hy the prophet
Isaiah, shall be lifted up.
Says one, "if the angels were to con1e, I do not
think they would appear to a young fellow like
Joseph Smith. They would come to a Cardinai
Newman, or a Talmage, or a Beecher."
Jesus did not think so. He said, "I thank Thee,
0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thott
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hast hid these things from the wise and prudent and
hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father;
for so it seemed good in Thy sight." And it did
not take Paul long to remind us that "not many
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty; not
many noble are called," but that God had. "chosen
the foolish things of the world to confound the
wise; and
the weak things of the world to
confound those which are mighty; and base things
of the world, and things which are despised, hath
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring
to naught thing~ that are."
It is recorded that an angel appeared unto
Zechariah, and Zechariah says that when the anger
appeared, he said to another angel : "Run and speak
to the young man, and tell him that Jerusalem
shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the
multitude of men and cattle therein." Do you remember, right here, that Joseph Smith was an
early advocate of the fact that the Jews would be
restored to Palestine, that Jerusalem would be
built up again, that the land of Palestine would be
blessed under the smile of God, and the former and
latter-that is the Spring and Fall-rains would
he restored? And when he urged that then, it was
declared that no one but a fanatic would believe
that this Scripture was to be taken literally, "for,"
they said, "this prophesy, with reference to the
land of Palestine being blessed, is spiritual, and
the building up of Jerusalem and the second coming
of Christ will be in a land you cannot geographically locate"-up here somewhere (looking upward). But Joseph believed in the divinity of his
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own mission and that Jehovah had spoken to him;
and he could sing:
"Go on in faith, ye Saints, go on,
Fear not, the cause is good,
The Jews rebuild Jerusalem,
· As prophets said they would.
The prophets said in latter days,
The Jews would once again
Return and build their city up,
Their loved Jerusalem."
Joseph was the author of that hymn, I am told.
vVhen the world was heaping all manner of vituperation upon him, his faith was inspired by the
light that was shining in his great heart, and he
was enabled to rejoice in tribulation. I think the
testimony that he gave with reference to the angel
is pretty good.
Permit me to present some historical evidence
1n support of the claim made by Joseph Smith regarding the building up of Jerusalem, and the returning of God's blessings to the land of Palestine.
"Eighteen centuries of ·war, ruin and neglect
have passed over it; its valleys have been crossed
for ages without the least attempt at fertilization.
Its terra'cecl walls have been allowed to crumble.
and its soil has been washed down its ravines, leaving the hillsides rocky and sterile. Its trees have
1Jeen cut clown and never replaced. Its fields have
·been desolate; its structures pillaged, and all its
improvements ruthlessly destroyed; a land of ruins
\vithout man or beast. Everywhere on plain or
mountain, in rocl(y desert, or on beetling cliff, the
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spoiler's hand has restecl."-McClintock and
Strong's Encyclopedia, article Palestine.
"1 knovv not whether you are aware of the fact,
but it is one that is fully authenticated, that the
"latter rain" returned last year to Mount Zion-a.
rain that had been withheld, so far as our informa-tion goes, ever since the dispersion of the people ;
and he who has brought back the 'latter rain' in
its season, will also give the 'former rain' in its
season; and these returning showers of earthly
blessings are the harbingers of returning showers
of spiritual benedictions from on high."-Rev.
Hugh Stowe!, in Scottish Presbyterian Magazine,.
I8S3·
"I arrived in Indiana a few days since, from
the eastern continent; I stopped at Joppa nearly
the whole winter. For my part I was well pleased
with the country. It is certainly a land of most
wonderful fruitfulness, with a delightsome climate,
producing everything if properly cultivated, and
from two to three crops a year. They have grain,
fruit, and vegetables, all the year round; in fact,
J never was in such a country before; I have seen
much good country in Europe and America, but
none to compare with Palestine; its fruitfulness is
uncommon, and the climate the most delightsome,
even in winter. l did not see the least sort of frost,
and vegetables of every sort were growing in perfection in gardens. ] t is a fact that the rain and
clew arc restored; recently (in 1853), the former
and latter rains were restored, to the astonishment
of the natives."-Louis Van Buren, Sen .. Nov ..
14th, r867.
"At present the Jews are coming here by the
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hundreds
A half a century ago there were
only thirty-two Jewish families in all Jerusalem,
and the number in Palestine was only three thousand; now· there are nearly fifty thousand in the
Holy Land, and three-fourths of the population is
made up of them."-F. G. Carpenter, writing from
Jerusalem, June I 5, 1889, in National Tribune.
"Another sign is the return of the Jews to Palestine. There are more of them there now than there
vvere after the return from the Babylonian captivity.
"A sign which is undeniably miraculous, too,
is that Palestine is again becoming fruitful, after
many years of desolation, during which scarcely
anything would grow. It was under a curse and
the curse is being lifted."
The above is the findings of a "Prophetic Conference" held at Pittburg, Pennsylvania, July 15,
1895, at which very prominent ministers of the
Presbyterian, Methodist, and Baptist denominations took part, as was reported in the Chicago
Inter-Ocean for August 17th, 1895· Surely the
Lord did reveal this to his prophet, Joseph, and
thanks be to his name, he has confirmed the word
with the signs following, and the nations now in
astonishment rise to exclaim, '"Tis a truth, Palestine is restored to its ancient beauty. The curse
is removed, the Jews are gathering home, all the
modern improvements and comforts are enjoyed
by the sons of Jacob. Railways, steamboats, telephone, telegraph, and all other modern inventions
:are enjoyed by Israel in his' own land~ Palestine.
Now, this angel told him something else that
-was quite shocking. It was that none of the
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He declared that they were an abomination in
many respects. And do you know who seconded
that motion? Do you know who has supported
that statement? Do you know who has been crying "Amen!" to the statement made by the angel
to Joseph Smith? I will tell you; the entire Christian world has been shouting "Amen!" to that
.statement. What do I mean? I mean that Joseph
Smith declared that a message from heaven was
communicated to him, and they said amen in this
sense: They have been tinkering with their creeds
and changing and mending them. That shows that
there was something wrong about them at that
time and is evident that Joseph Smith was right.
An Indianapolis paper for February 23rd, 1890,
.speaking of the Methodist creed, says:
"The following paper was read by the Rev. T.
A. Goodwin at the meeting of the Methodist ministers: 'For more than seventeen hundred years
the church has been tinkering at her creeds, now
adding, now subtracting, and then refashioning the
things that remain, until the creeds of to-clay are
a theological hodge podge, rather than the faith
of the church.
From that clay to this, creed
building and creed repairing has been a chief occupation of the church.
The crying demand
of the times is a thorough reconstruction of pulpit
terminology as well as of creeds, so as to make
words and creeds express the exact meaning of the
revealed word which abideth forever.' "
"The different sects are looking away from the
different creeds or catechisms, to the absolute sufficiency of the Bible, and are learning that church
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government, as described in the Bible does not exist upon the earth."-Dr. Thrall, in New York Sun,
October I I, r874.
The St. Louis Globe-Democrat, of March 3,
1890, contained the Rev. T. DeVVitt Talmage's
sermon, "\Nhy a New Creed is Needed," and represents him as saying: The unfortunate thing now
is that so many Christians are only half liberated.
They have been raised from the death and burial
of sin into spiritual life, but they yet have the
grave clothes on them. Many have been bound
hand and foot by religious creeds; but now that the
electric lights have been turned on the imperfections of those creeds-and everything that man
fashions is found to be imperfect-let us put the
old creed respectfully aside, and get a brand new
one. Now that the old creeds have been put under
public scrutiny, something radical must be ·done.
Some would split them., some would carve them,
some would elongate them, some would abbreviate
them. At the present moment and in the present
shape they arc a hindrance.
If you want
one glorious chnrch, free and unencumbered, take
off the cerements of old ecclesiastical vocabulary. _
Loose her and let her go."
Thus you see, after they misrepresented, slanclcred and cruelly murdered the prophet, Joseph
Smith, the light was, as Talmage says, "turned on."
Clnd to-day the creeds are denounced and exposed
by their own ministers. Surely the angel's message
to Joseph Smith \vas the turning· on of the light.
Since then, those who wandered in the clark, arc
confessing that the light has come, for which we
are thankful. May we walk in that light.
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Further, Joseph Smith organized the cht1rch
upon its original platform, with apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, teachers, etc.; and when he
did this the whole world raised up and declared,
"That is a fraud, anyway; that is not right! Why,
the idea of this young man organizing the church
according to the original pattern. Such an impossibility! Wesley, or Calvin or Knox, never dreamed of such an absurdity."
But right here permit me to show you that many
of the leading reformers did dream and preach and
sing and pray, and look forward to the time when
God would restore the priesthood and set up His
kingdom according to the ancient pattern, with
apostles, prophets and spiritual gifts.
"The primitive Gospel in its effulgence and
power is yet to shine out in its original splendor to
regenerate the world."-Alexander Campbell, Hi,;tory of the Disciples, by Hayden, p. 36.
"The practical result of all creeds, reformati )!1S
and improvements, and expectations and longing3
of society warrant the conclusion that some 11f'W
revelqtion or some new development of the revebticns of God must be made, before the hopes and
expecta t~ons of all true Christians can be realized,
r:-r ChrisLanity can save and reform the nations .of
this worlcl. \\/ e want the old Gospel back and sustamed by the ancient order of things."-Alexander
Camnhel~, Christian System, p. 234.
"The preaching that is to bring America into
the fellowship of the apostolic church must be accompanied by a revival of apostolic gifts, and I
1Jelieve it will be."-Rev. Lewis T. vVattson, in
Pulpit of the Cross.
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''And should the apostolic church finally be reproduced, thereby bringing Christ to the earth again
in personal power and rest-giving influence, what
would then be the prospect before us?
. The
full realization of this splendid ideal is what the
world is waiting for, and until it is realized we
must continue to trust, pray, labor, hope, and patiently wait."-W. T. Moore, in The Christian
Evangelist, December r8, 1890.
"\Ve must restore the gifts of Christ (apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teacher.s) to
their proper place and power if we would have his
peace rest upon us and be once more in him."Elder H. H. Hawley, in Christian Evangelist, July
17, 1890.
"What could God have done which He hath not
done to convince you that the day is coming; that
the time is at hand, when He will fulfill His glorious promise, and will arise to maintain His own
cause and set up His kingdom."-John \Nesley,
sermon 71, Vol. 2.
The \;\! esley hymns and sermons clearly show
that they looked fonvard to the time when the spiritual gifts and the ''ancient order," apostles and prophets, would be restored. Having quoted from
John Wesley's sermons, I submit a few verse~
from C. V/esley's hymns:
"Previous to the dreadful clay
vVhich shall thy foes consume,
Jesus Christ prepare Thy way;
Let the last prophet come."
Once more he· wrote when looking forward to
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the time when God would restore the apostolic
church:
''Almight God of love,
Set up the attracting sign,
And summon whom Thou dost approve,
For messengers divine.
"From favored Abraham's seed,
The new apostles choose,
In isles and continents to spread,
The soul reviving news."
"Luther perceived that the ancient and primitive church of the apostles must on the. one hand
be restored in opposition to the papacy by which
it had been so long oppressed."-D'Aubigne's History of Reformation, Vol. 3, p. 8o.
"In the poor, small span of my life I desired
to have been a deligent and constant observer, and
have been myself many ways engaged in city, in
country, in court, in schools, universities in
churches, in Old and New England, and yet cannot
in the holy presence of God, bring in the results of
a satisfactory discovery, that neither the begetting
ministry of apostles or messengers to the nations,
or the feeding or nourishing ministry of pastors and teachers. according to the first mstitution of the Lord Jesus, 1s yet restored
and extant. These imperfections in the church, in
its revived condition could be removed by a new
apostolic ministry alone."-Hireling Ministry, by
Roger \Viliiams.
''He (Roger \ 1Villiams) conceived that the apostasy of anti-christ hath so far corrupted all, that
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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there can be no recovery out of that apostasy till
Christ should send forth new apostles to plant
churches anew."-Struggles and Triumphs of Religious Liberty, p. 239, Knowles' History, p. IJ2.
I might continue on this line, producing evidence in support of the fact that the leading reforme.rs and most gifted preachers understood
from the Bible that God would again restore the
church of Christ with apostles, prophets and the
gifts that "confirmed the word" and cheered and
instructed the saints in former days, but I forbear
lest I weary you and believing the above sufficient
proof, I ask, \Vhy do the professed followers of
such men as Campbell, Wesley, Williams, Luther
and others, refuse to accept the claims made by
Joseph Smith, where those claims are in accord
with the Bible and the earnest expectations and
longings of the leading men of their societies or
denominations.
Now I have proven that the reformers looked
forward to the restoration of the "ancient order
of things," and more than that, Joseph Smith says
that is the way God had instructed him to act.
"But," says' one, "it is not right."
How do yon know? Try him by the fruits;
this is the test. Let us go to the record. In the
12th chapter of I~ Corinthians we have language
something like this: "God hath set some in the
church first apostles, second prophets, thirdly teHchers," and so on.
"But," says another, "they were set in the
church until it became perfect, and then they were
no longer needed."
Yes. That is, it takes twelve apples to make
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a perfect dozen, and as soon as you have the perfect dozen you can take six away, and you still
have a perfect dozen. If the church was perfect
with those officers in it, just as soon as they were
taken out, I ask you, would it not become imperfect? Let us see. Paul tells us why these were
to remain in the church. He says:
"And he gave some apostles; and some pro-'
phets; and some evangelists; and.some pastors and
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ."
How long, Paul?
"Till we all come m the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ."
He gives one other reason, a grand one, for
which I thank God, and for which every Latter
Day Saint ought to thank God. It is this: "That
we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and
fro, and carried about by every wind of doctrine,
by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness,
\Yhereby they lie in wait to deceive."
As to the doctrine taught by Joseph Smith, 1
jt\St hastily glance over it. He taught the doctrine of faith. Is that good fruit? You shall know
him by his fruit, and a corrupt tree cannot bring
forth good fruit. Joseph Smith taught that we
should believe in God, and in Jesus Christ, and that
YVe should believe in the Holy Ghost. Is that good
fruit? Is that similar to the fruit that grew upon
the Christian tree eighteen hundred years ago?
And remember, he never requested you to believe
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in a dead God, but the living God, and alive to the
interests and welfare of his people at all times. He
taught us to believe in the God of heaven, the
omnipotent God, and that he would save to the
uttermost. And I draw your attention to the
thought that when he taught us to believe in the
Holy Spirit, it was not a dead spirit, but, that that
.Spirit would be in you, springing up as a river
unto everlasting life. He taught you to believe
that the Spirit was unchangeable; and that you
had a right to believe in the Spirit in which they
believed eighteen centuries ago and accept the
ministrations of it as they received it then; and
that it was a live organization into which he asked
you to enter. Is that true? Is that right? Is that
good fruit? But I must hastily pass on.
After teaching faith and confidence in the
Father, Son and Spirit, he taught you to believe
that you should repent of your sins, because God
would not look upon sin with the least degree of
allowance. Is that good fruit? I think it is good.
After repentance, he taught that you should be
haptized by immersion, for the remission of sins.
Is that according to the fruit that grew upon the
Christian tree eighteen centuries ago? We are
told by the God of heaven, who sent forth his
Spirit according to the prayer of Jesus Christ, to
his apostles-he informs us-now, notice, it is not
Peter, but God; he sent the Spirit and inspired the
twelve apostles to answer the momentous question,
"VVhat shall I do to be saved?" or "Men and
brethren, what shall we do?" found in the 2nd
chapter of the Acts of the apostles, and it is, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the
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name of the Lord Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins." Joseph Smith told us this was our duty
in order to enter into the kingaom of God.
But some one says, "Oh, no, Joseph, you are
wrong. Baptism is well enough if you feel like it."
But when Jesus Christ appeared to Paul he did not
tell him what he should do if he felt like it, but
said, "Go to Damascus, and it shall be told you
what you must do"; and he was told to arise and
be baptized and wash away his sins. We find that
this is in keeping with the rule of eighteen hundred'
years ago, the same kind of fruit that the Christian tree brought forth then. But we must pass
hastily on.
He told us that we should have our children
blessed by the laying on of hands. Is that true
fruit? Jesus did this, declaring that, "The works
that I do shall you do"; "As my Father sent me,.
so send I you."
We find that Joseph taught that we should have
hands laid upon us in confirmation, that we might
receive the Holy Ghost, and I hastily call your
attention to the 8th chapter of Acts, where it is
recorded that Philip went to the city of Samaria
and preached the Gospel unto them and they were
baptized, and when Peter and John came clown
and "prayed for them, that they might receive the
Holy Ghost;
as yet he was fallen upon none
of them; only they w.ere baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on
them and they received the Holy Ghost."
Again, I call your attention to the rgth chapter
of Acts, where it is related that "Paul, having
passed through the upper coasts, came to Ephesus"'
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and found people there who were not properly instructed in the way of the Gospel, and he explained
1 he way unto them. They were baptized, and after
he laid his hands upon then1, they received the
Holy Ghost.
Joseph taught also the doctrine of the laying
·on of hands for the healing of the sick. Jesus
practiced that doctrine, and in James, .5th chapter,
we read: "Is any sick among you? let him call for
the elders of the church; and let them pray over
him anointing him with oil in the name of the
Lord; and the prayer of faith shall save the sickJ
and the Lord shall raise him up." In Mark, r6th
chapter, Christ said: "They shall lay hands on the
:sick and they shall recover."
He taught the doctrine of the resurrection of
the dead. Is that true?
Now, friends, I vvant to call your attention
finally to one thought. In Canada, a number of
years ago, a learned professor came to me and
said, "Mr. Evans, I like to hear you talk, but I
have no faith in your Bible." "vVhy ?" I asked.
"Because there is a lie on the face of it. God said
to Abraham that he would give him the land of
Palestine for an everlasting inheritance and Abra-ham died andnever uwncd a foot of it. lie then
·Confirmed his promise in Isaac, saying, 'To thee
and thy seed ',\.·ill J give this land for an everlasting inheritance,' and Isaac died and never owned a
foot of it. It is afterwards declared that he confirmed his oath in Jacob, and promised him for an
-everlasting inheritance the land that had been
promised his fathers·, but he died without· owning
a foot of it. "And," he said, "for fear you !night
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not believe my statement, 1 call attention to the
dying testimony of Stephen. He declared that
they all died not having so much as a place to put
their feet, (Acts, 7), and, indeed, it is said in the
I Ith chapter of Hebrews that they all died in
hope; that they did not stay long enough in one
place to build a house, but wandered about in tents,
for they looked for the city that had foundations,.
· whose builder and maker is God."
"Now," he says, "Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all
died, and you say they went to heaven and will
stay there forever. vVhere and when will they
inherit the promised land?"
I just referred him to our opinion. I showed
him that we did not teach the doctrine of men going to heaven to stay forever. I said, "That kind'
of doctrine is precluded by the resurrection of the
dead." And I drew his attention to the fact that
Joseph Smith taught the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead; that the spirit would return and
the spirit and the body should be united again. In
this connection I hastily draw your attention to.·
a statement made in the Bible, in the language of
Job:
"Oh, that my words were now written! Oh,
that they were printed in a book! That they were
graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock forever. For I know that my redeemer liveth, and
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth;
and though after my skin worms destroy this
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God."-Job I9.
Further on, he declares .. "Thou shalt call and I
will answer thee; thou wilt have a desire to the
work of thine hands."-Job, I4: 15.
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Again, we read:
"Thy dead men shall live, together with my
dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye
:that dwell in the dust, for thy dew is as the dew
of herbs, and the earth shall cast out her dead.
'Come, my people, and enter into thy chambers
-(the grave) and shut thy doors about thee; hide
thyself, as it were, for a little moment, until the
:indignation be overpast."-Isaiah, 26: 19, 20.
And Ezekiel gives us this cheering promise:
"Thus saith the Lord, . . . I will open your
·graves and cause you to come up out of your
graves, and bring you into the land of Israel; . . .
:and shall put my spirit in you, any you shall live,
and I shall place you in your own land.
And they shall dwell in the land that I gave unto
Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers dwelt,
even they and their children forever."Ezekiel, 37·
The answer silenced the infidel, and afterwards
'he obeyed the Gospel.
When we review the fact of Joseph Smith's
life; when we see the stupendous work that he
performed in bringing forth the Book of Mormon
that gives the great and wonderful account of this
American continent, without which the world be in
·darkness so far as the early inhabitants of this continent are concerned; when J think of the stupen·clous work of the Inspired Translation of the Bible
that he gave to the world, a work that is every
day coming more and more into prominence, a
work that has been recognized by the leading
translators in these .latter times, a work that they
:1,n some instances followed when they revised the
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New Testament in r88r; when I think of that inspired translation; when I think of this, with the
revelation of Joseph Smith, that revelation on the
war of the rebellion, and all the revelations with
which the Book of Doctrine and Convenants
abounds, my heart is filled with gratitude to God.
And while the world may throw all manner of
vituperation and scandal upon the prophet, Joseph
Smith, I tell you to-day, friends, his real character
is beginning to be understood, and the great work
he performed is now being appreciated. The
Encyclopedia Britannica, has recorded the fact
that Brigham Young and others have largely departed from the pure faith as taught by Joseph, and
have introduced polygamy and other evils into
their faction of the church, which was never taught
by Joseph. Chambers' Encyclopedia, Vol. 8 latest
edition, called "Students' Edition," says: "It cannot be shown that Smith was a polygamist."
CSpeaking of the practice of polygamy it says:
"Young, Pratt and Hyde are its true ongmators.
Emma, wife and widow of the prophet, stoutly
denied that her husband had any wife but herself.
Young's revelation she declared to be a fraud."
·"Joseph's sons have now formed a monogamic
Mormon community, called the 'Josephites.'"
The courts of Canada, Illinois, Missouri and
Ohio have spoken highly of Smith and his work.
The gifted historian, Bancroft, and such world renowned men as Hon. Elisha R. Potter, and Hon.
Josiah Quincy, by their gifted pens have told the
world that Joseph Smith was ·a man among men.
"He was great, true and noble.
As the crowning testimony to all that I may
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have said this morning, let me say this: This
church, organized by this man with six members,.
has grown and increased until to-day hundreds and
thousands of people come to us in "sickness and
health, in poverty's vale and abounding in wealth,"
and their ~estimony has been, that God, through
Jesus Christ, and the office work of the Holy
Spirit, has testified to them that he raised up
Joseph Smith to be his representative among mei1
in these last clays. And, furthermore, friends, not
only have they testified it1 word to this effect, but
their lives have testified that there has been power
in this work, found in none other, that ameliorates
their condition, that elevates them to the pinnacle
of purity and power, and enables them to live in
such a way that they may enjoy the Spirit of God,
whose work is to lead, prepare and educate them
in such a way that they will be worthy to inherit
with the true and pure who have suffered with
them, in the land beyond the gloom.
May the God of heaven help us to throw aside
all prejudice and tradition and receive with meekness the ingrafted word of the Gospel qf heaven,
that is able to mal(e us wise unto salvation, is my
\)rayer.
Latter Day Polygamy-Its Origin.
Let me draw your attention to the 28th chapter
of the Acts of the Apostles, and 22nd yerse:
"But we desire to hear of thee what thou
thinkest; for as concerning this sect, we know that
everywhere it is spoken against."
Our Lord said :
"Every plant which my Heavenly Father hath,
not planted shall be rooted up."
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'He commands his servants to point men to the
supny path of truth. It is the duty of the servants
-of God, the laborer in the vineyard, not only to sow
the good seed, but to remove the weeds. This is
imperative, else there will be a failure in the crop,
and you know the weeds grow whether it is dry
or wet season. We have to nourish good seed and
·care for it, but weeds grow everywhere and under
every condition and circumstances.
Last evening I was approached and requested
to speak upon a very vital question relative to this
Latter day evangel, and it is this: "vVas Joseph
Smith a polygamist? Did he teach, sanction or
practice polygamy?" Now, this may be rather a dry
subject to-night, but its importance is at once ac··
knowledged by you from the fact that the Brighamite institution in the western country claims that
l1e was a polygamist; that from his instructions
they learned to practice the infamous doctrine of
plurality of wives, and generally speaking throughout the world Joseph Smith is accused of being the
founder of that institution in the west known as
Salt Lake l\!lormonism.
It will be my effort to-night to show that Joseph
.Smith never did practice, nor sanction polygamy,
and in fact had no more to do with Salt Lake J\;formoni;;;m than the Pope of Rome, or the Archbishop
-of Canterbury.
Now the line that I shall follow to-night will be
that sug·gestecl by the Master, as recorded 111 Matthew 7 :rs, 20.
"Y c shall know them by their fruits .
A
tree cannot bring· forth evil fruit, neither can
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a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. \Vherefore
by their fruits ye shall know them."
I am going to produce the fruits of Joseph Smith.
as given in the revelations that purported to come
through him, found in the standard books of the
church. The Inspired Translation of the Bible,.
Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants.
I submit for your consideration that this is a fair
way to judge Joseph Smith; by what he said, and
~h~t he did, rather than by what his enemies
claimed that he said and did. There is no man or
woman present who would care to be judged by
an enemy, and "she said that you said, that I said
or someone else said," was never taken as evidence
by any court in the world.
Especially does my text develop the thought
that the way of truth has ever been evil spoken
against. Christianity never was popular with the
world, how be it the world has always been tilled:
with professors of religion, but Christianity never
was popular; it is not now. It always was evil
spoken of. I mean the genuine sort. Churchianity
has become quite popular now, indeed, and you are
rather unpopular if you do not belong to a church·
to-day in this enlightened country, but there is a
marked line of demarkation between Christianitr
and churchianity. vVhile churchianity is popular,
Christianity to-day, as in the dear dead years of the
silent past, is not, and there is no room for Jesus
there, as elsewhere.
Now I am going to quote the revelations as 1
find them in the standard books of the church, and·
shall submit for your consideration the 17th section
of the Book of Covenants. To those who are not.
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members of the church I may say this book which
I hold in my hand, claims to contain the revelations
. that Latter Day Saints believe, God gave to Joseph
Smith.
"The rise of the Church of Christ in these last
days-it being regularly organized and established
agreeable to the law of our country, by the will and
commandments of God, on the sixth day of tho
month, which is called April; which commandments were given to Joseph Smith, Jr."
This is all I care to read in this; you see that
this church was organized in 1830 according to the
laws of this country by the will and command of
God. If this church was organized according to
the law and commandment of God, according to
the rules and laws and usages of this country, then
Joseph Smith never under the laws of this country,
could have instituted the doctrine of polygamy; for
the laws of this country never sustained in any .
way the doctrine of polygamy; so that my first
quotation found in the 17th section of the Book of
Covenants shows conclusively that the church was
to be builded according to the laws and commandments of God, in keeping with the laws of
this country.
I also submit for your consideration another
"latement found in the 42nd section of the Book of
Covenants, and the 2oth paragraph:
"Behold, verily I say unto you, that whatso-·
ever persons among you, having put away their
companions for the cause of fornication, or in other
·words, if they shall testify before you in all lowI:ness of heart that this is the case, ye shall not
cast them out from among you; but if ye shall find
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that any persons have left their companions tor
the sake of adultery, and they themselves are the
offenders, and their companions are living, they
shall be cast out from among you. And again I
say unto you, that ye shall be watchful and careful with all inquiry, that ye receive none such
among you if they are married, and if they are
not married, they shall repent of all their sins, or
ye shall not receive them. And again, every person who belongeth to this Church of Christ, shall
observe to keep all the commandments and covenants of the church. And it shall come to pass,
that if any persons among you shall kill, they
shall be delivered up and dealt with according to
the laws of the land; for remember that he hath
no forgiveness and it shall be proven according
to the laws of the land."
Lying, stealing, and polygamy arc condemned
in this section. The thought suggested here is
that the church is to be governed not only by the
instructions found in the Bible, but they are to
be governed on this questioiJ; of marriage according to the laws of the land, that is, prohibiting
polygamy. This same thought is suggested in
the 58th section, 5th paragraph. And now let me
show you that Utah Mormonism has been living
in direct opposition to these revelations, in that
they have been practicing the doctrine of polygamy publicly for years and in latter times privately; that before the United States courts
Joseph Fielding Smith, now holding the Presidency of the Utah Mormon Church was forced to confess that he was living with five wives, in open
rebellion to the laws of the Government of the
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United States, and to the laws of the church as
found in the Book of Covenants, given to the
church by Joseph Smith, and the Book of Mormon.
Thus he has confessed before the world in that
United States Court of Inquiry, showing that that
church is in complete apostasy to the original
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints as
organized according to the law of the land and
these books, by Joseph Smith in 1830.
Now further, I submit for your consideration
some of the statements found in this Book of
Covenants and given for the government of this
people relative to the marriage question. In the
42nd section, 7th paragraph, we are told, "Thou
shalt love thy wife with all thy heart and shalt
cleave unto her and none else." Here is the law
given for the government of this people. Does
that admit of a shadow of polygamy? Again in
the 49th section we learn that the ministry had
been sent to the body of people known as the
Shakers, and some of the elders were going to
preach for them. Now the Shakers did riot believe in marriage, and Joseph Smith went before
the Lord so that he might know how to instruct
the elders to teach these people and this 49th
section says "it is lawful that man should have
one ·wife," and they were so instructed to teach
these people that they should have one wife, for
God had ordained the sacred sacrament of marriage in this regard.
Now I want to turn your attention to the IIIth
section of the Book of Covenants, and this is really
an important one. It contains the marriage cerewww.LatterDayTruth.org
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mony. ~Watch it closely and see if you can discover polygamy in this: "You both mutually
agree to be each other's companion, husband and
wife, observing the legal rights belonging to this
condition; that is, keeping yourselves wholly for
each other and from all others during your lives."
Here is as binding a covenant as the world has
ever listened to, showing that polygamy is entirely out of the question in the laws of the church
as organized by Joseph Smith., Now fufrthermore it is stated, "Inasmuch as this Church of
Christ has been reproached with the crime of fornication, and polygamy"-here polygamy is called
a crirqe-"we declare that we believe that one man
should have one wife; and one woman but one
husband, except in case of death, when either is
at liberty to marry again." Now, I might read
you much more from the Book of Covenants, but
I have a long journey to take to-night, and so
shall pass it by with these statements.
I submit for your consideration the Book of
Mormon. I would like to have time to tell you all
about the Book of Mormon, to-night, but I could
not do it in a week; suffice it to say that it has
come down to us as a history of the people of
God that inhabited this continent thousands of
years before Columbus discovered America, and,
strange to say, fifty years after the Book of Mormon has come into print, antiquarian evidences,
archaeological discovery, has demonstrated to the
entire satisfaction of the civilized world that America was inhabited thousands of years before
.Columbus arrived upm1 its shores, by an enlighten-·
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-eel, religious, God-fearing, Christian people, who
builded cities and worshiped God after the gospel
-economy. This book claims to give a history of
the people who have built these wonderful cities
that have recently been discovered through Yucatan, Guatemala, and those southern parts of
America .
.t\ ow, one of the prophets of this book was

.commanded of God to go up into tT1e temple of
the Lord, and he would instruct him as to what
.he should say to the people on the morrow, and
this is what he said to the people on the morrow.
It is found in the second chapter of Jacob, pages
rr6 and ui Now, before I read, I want to say
that I have been making a personal and close study
this religious question for over a quarter of a
century. I have read extensively in that time, and
in the fear of God to-night, I state that I have never
read a book that denounces polygamy in more
terse, unmistakable, forcible and plain language
than does the Book of Mormon-the Bible not excepted. Now, whatever your thought may have
been relative to the Book of Mormon, I appeal to
your honor, that in the future, when you hear from
the pulpit or the pew, that the Book of Mormon is
the foundation for Utah Mormonism and polygamy, that you will hurl back that unmitigated
falsehood in the face of the man who utters it;
and upon your honor you will be compelled to do
it when I read to you one statement. I could read
yon forty-seven on the marriage question, from the
Book of Mormon, but I am just going to read you
-one, that is a sample of the rest:

of
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"Behold, David and Solomon truly had many
wives and concubines, which thing was abominable before me, saith the Lord. Wherefore, thus
saith the Lord, I have led thi.s people forth out of
the land of Jerusalem, by the power of mine arm,
that I might raise up unto me a righteous branch
from the fruit of the loins of Joseph. Wherefore,
I, the Lord God, will not suffer that this people
shall do like unto them of old. Wherefore, my
brethren, hear me, and hearken to the word of
the Lord; for there shall not any man among you
have save it be one wife, and concubines he shall
have none. For I, the Lord God, delighteth in the
(:hastity of women, and whoredoms are an abomination before me; thus saith the Lord of hosts."
I submit that in all the Bible you will not find
a plainer, more terse, emphatic denunciation of
polygamy than I have read to you to-night from
the Book of Mormon.
Now I go to the Bible. The Book of Covenants shows in the 42nd section, paragraph 16,
that God has given to us his Scriptures to be a
law to govern the church, and so long as Latter
Day Saints acknowledge the divine authenticity
of the Bible, they can never endorse polygamy.
I am aware that Brigham Young has never claimed that the Book of Mormon endorses polygamy;
in fact, Joseph Fielding Smith said that he was
living in open rebellion to the Book of Mormon
on this marriage question, when he acknowledged
that he had five wives and forty-two children, but
they do make the claim that the Bible is their support for polygamy, and we deny that. \iVhile it
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:is true that the Bible gives a history of great men

who practiced polygamy-for instance, David and
Solomon-the Bible tells us that Solomon had
sevc.:n hundred wives and three hundred concubines. The Bible tells us about David and his
polygamous relationship, but thank heaven, it is
left for the Book of Mormon as already read in
your hearing to say, "\Vhich thing was abominable
before me, saith the Lord; and there shall not any
man among you have save it be one wife, and concubines he shall have none, for I, the Lord God, delighteth in the chastity of women." Now, as long
as we believe in th~ unchangeability of God; as
long as we believe that he still admires the chastity of women, so long will we beli\Ove that he will
refuse to endorse the soul-destroying doctrine of
polygamy.
However, Brigham Young has reaa about
David and Solomon and several other characters
1n Bible history who practiced the doctrine of
polygamy and took it for granted that because the
Bible gave their history, that God Almighty endorsed it. vVhy, bless your hearts, friends, the
Bible gives the history of men who committed
murder, who were guilty of lying, and stealing,
and almost every other crime, and shall we say
because the Bible gives the history of these men
that God ehdorsed their conduct? That would be
Sllly.
Now, in order to bring Joseph Smith and his
Inspired Translation very prominently before you
to-night, I might say that under command of God,
Joseph Smith translated the Bible, and I will show
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you some of the effects of this translation on the
marriage question. I admit that in some places
the Bible, under its mis-translation, could really
be tortured to mean that it defended men who.
practiced polygamy, but that is the result of mistranslation, but, thank heaven, we see how the
prophet's mission shone with resplendency and
glory, as under inspiration he was led to correct
these mistakes ; and I will read you one or tw?:
samples of them. Now, here is the King James,.
the regular Bible: "For it came to pass when
Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his
heart after other Gods, and his heart was not perfect with the Lord, his God, as' was the heart of
David, his father." This is taken from I. Kings,
IIth chapter and 4th verse. Now, Brigham Young
takes that passage and he makes this argument
from it. David had many wives, and God was
well pleased with him because he married wives
of the Israelitish women, but Solomon displeased
his heavenly Father because he married outside of
Israel and took strange women to be his wives,
and thus incurred the displeasure of his heavenly
Father; not in that he took many wives, but m
that he married some of them outside the pale of
the church, if you please.
Now, watch the Inspired Translation, and it
convicts David as well as Solomon. Here is what
the Inspired says: "For it came to pass after Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after
other Gods, and his heart was not perfect with
the Lord, his God, and it became as the heart of
David, his father." Can you see that in the first
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David is excused there; in the Inspired
Translation, David is found guilty? Here 1s
joseph Smith's Inspired Translation of the Bible
condemning polygamy in stronger terms than King
James' translation of the Bible, and I could produce several other points in evidence upon this very
question, but my time will not permit.
Now, the re'al doctrine of the Bible condemns
polygamy in the strongest terms. We are told
in the 2nd of Genesis, that God made man and
woman, and under that marriage ceremony they
were to be one flesh. Jesus takes on that same
thought in Matthew 19, and in Mark ro, and says
that, "For this cause shall a man leave his father
and mother and cleave unto his wife, that they
twain shall be one flesh . and all this that the earth
might answer the end for which it was created."
Here then the doctrine of polygamy is denounced
by the revelations of Joseph Smith as contained
in the Book of Covenants, by the great revelation
that came through him to the church known as
the Book of Mormon, and by the Inspired Translation of the Dible, and I want these statements to
fall upon your hearts and rest in upon the tablets
of your memories, I say it fearless of successful
contradiction. I have made this statement in Salt
Lake City before Joseph F. Smith, George Q. Cannon, Lorenzo Snow, the president and councillors
of the Utah Church; I have said it in a number of
the cities of the United States of America and in
England, Ireland, Scotland and \Vales, in Upper
and Lower Canada, and I repeat it here to-night
in St. Louis, and if there is a Utah Mormon in or
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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out of Salt Lake City, all I ask is fair play and
half the time and we will discuss it from this platform; there is not a single word, in a single sermon,_
lecture, statement, newspaper or church publication
printed during the life time of Joseph Smith,_
·wherever he, by word, has endorsed the infamous.
doctrine of plurality of wives, not a single statement; and there is no Salt Lake Mormon breathing
who can produce one and prove its authenticity.
Now, I propose to produce evidences showing
that Joseph Smith and the church during his life
time, condemned polygamy in the strongest terms.
First, I submit the testimony of thirty-one witnesses as published by the church in October the
first, 1842. \V e deem this sufficient to show you
where Joseph and Hyrum Smith stood on this
question of polygamy:
"\V e, the undersigned members of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and residents
of the city of Nauvoo, persons of families, do hereby certify and declare, that we know of no other
rule or system of marriage than the one published
from the Book of Covenants, (that which I read
in your hearing a few minutes ago), and we give
this certificate to show that Dr. John C. Bennett's
secret wife system is a creature of his own make,
as \'lTC know of no snch society in this place, nor
never did."

This is signed by a number of the leading men
of the church, some of the twelve apostles, some
of the first presidency of the Utah Church, and a
number of the leading men of the church. A similar document is signed by Emma Smith, the wife
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Joseph Smith, and a number of the leading
women of the church, thirty-one witnesses in all.
Now, I submit for your consideration a statement made by Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum, just a few months prior to their assassination. They learned that a man up here in the State
·of :Michigan was teaching polygamy, and this is
what they said about it: "As we have lately been
-credibley inforp1ed that a member of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, a man by
the name of Hyrum Brown, has bten teaching
polygamy and other false and corrupt. doctrines
in the County of Lapeer, State of Michigan; this
is to notify him and the church in general that he
has been cut off from the church for his iniquity."
Signed, Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, Presidents
.of the Church.
This was given in February, 1844. Joseph was
killed four months after that. Here he declares
that polygamy is a crime, and that the man was
excommunicated from the church for preaching it.
I\ow, I want to give you the testimony of George
Q. Cannon, whom I met in Salt Lake City, as one
of the presidency of the Salt Lake Mormon
Church: "A prevalent idea has been that this prejudice against us owes its origin and continuation
to onr belief in a plurality ·of wives.
Joseph
and liyrum Smith were slain in the Carthage jail,
and hundreds of persons were persecuted to death
previous to the church having any knowledge of
this doctrine."-Journal of Discourses, volume 14,
pages 165, r66.
This being true, Joseph Smith was not guilty
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of the practice of polygamy; he was killed beforethe people knew a.nything about polygamy. That
is the statement of George Q. Cannon. Let me
strengthen this now by the son-in-law of Brigham
Young, IL B. Clawson:
"Polygamy at that time (that is at the time
of Joseph Smith's death), was not known among
those of the Mormon faith.
The doctrine
of polygamy was not promulgated until they got
to Salt Lake; not, in fact, until some little time
after they had arrived there."-Salt Lake Herald,
February 9, r882.
Now, Joseph Smith was killed in 1844. They
arrived in Salt Lake the 24th of July, 1847, and he
says not until some little time after that was it
introduced. The little time was the 29th of August,.
r852, eight years and two months after the assassination of Joseph Smith.
Now, we have Brigham Young, himself, on this.
He being interviewed by Senator Trumbull in
r869, said: "It (polygamy), was adopted by us
as a necessity after we came here." Ah, there never
was a grea.ter truth told in aU the world 'than that.
Polygamy was not an original tenet of the church,
and Brigham Young says it was adopted as a
necessity after "we came here." The real facts
are, Brigham Young, as I shall show from their
own evidence to-night, and a few other elders,
were living vile lives secretly, and to cover up the
consequences of their bad conduct, as he trnth. fully says in this "as a necessity;" yes, as a necessity, polygamy was introduced. But who will dare·
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to blame Joseph Smith for their introducing polygamy eight years after his death?
But we pass on. I have been careful to take
these clippings right from their own papers. This
little work that I have in my hand is just a little
note-book I have which I have culled from their
papers and their books so that they cannot say
that we have changed the words of anything
of that kind. Here is another statement; this is
found from Elder Ephraim Jenson:
"Polygamy was not practiced by the Mormons
prior to and at the time of the execution of Joseph
Smith, who was executed at Nauvoo, Illinois.
Fourth, that only three per cent. of the Mormon men practiced polygamy, a proof itself that
it was not essential to the creed."-The Yeoman's.
Shield.
Here is another one:
"Go back to the founding of our church, April
6, ·1830. There was no polygamy practiced or
taught in Mormon literature until five years after
that band of persecuted saints reached Utah."N ew York Herald, January 8, 1900.
This is by Elder ·whitaker, who knew who did
introduce this polygamy. Now, I might produce
dozens and dozens of witnesses to prove that
Joseph Smith had nothing to do with it. vVell,
who did it? Here is what the Apostle's wife says
of it: "I-I ow then, asked the reader, did polygamy
originate? It was born in the vile and lustful
hrain of Brigham Young, and was grafted on the
faith· to gratify his sensual beastiality."-(Mystries of Mormonism, pp. r6, 17.)
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One of the Mormon wives said that, and she
ought to know whereof she affirms.
Now, my friends, we have learned from the
above statements that polygamy was not taught
or practiced by Joseph Smith, but was introduced
into an apostate branch of the church, after his
death, as is admitted by Brigham Young, and
others of his followers.
Now, I crave your indulgence while I present
the evidence that proves to my satisfaction that
Brigham Young was the man who wrote the so-called revelation on polygamy, and presented it· to
his reorganized church in Utah. Keep in memory
Brigham's confession, viz.: "Polygamy
was not originally a part of our system, but was
adopted by us as a necessity after we came here."
(Salt Lake). Let us find what was the necessity
for introducing polygamy.
Permit me to read some extracts from a letter
written to G. R. \Neils by T. F. Stafford, Apgust
24, 189I.
"But I am fully convinced, as I was then, that
Brigham (Young), vvas in adultery in Manchester, England, in the fall, winter and spring of 1840
and I84I. Elizabeth Mayer is the person with
whom Brigham was then committing adultery.
:My reasons are these: vVe lived next door to her,
·under the same roof.
This Elizabeth
Mayer had a father and a brother who were gardners; they took their dinners, as they worked a
1ong piece from home. After they had left for
work, Brigham would step into the house, she
would then lock the door and pull down the blinds
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and curtains, which to me was strarl.ge. He never
came to sec our folks, although not five steps apart;
and when he left he was always in a hurry, and she
never came to the door with him when he was
leaving.
''This same thing occurred in Nauvoo with a
woman and Brigham. Her name was Greenough;
her son was about my age, was always driven out
when Brigham came, the door was shut and the
curtains lowered. I was puzzled to know why he
acted so, if he had a good heart, and was engaged
in the business of teaching the truth, why drive
the boy out? Why not come also and see n~y mother, only a few steps apart?
"I am now, and was then, satisfied that he was
m adultery, in Manchester, England. The seeds
of polygamy was sown, and Brigham the sower.
I was present at a meeting in a grove,
about three weeks before Joseph and Hyrum were
murdered, when Joseph made a public s'tatement
in the presence of three thousand people, that pollygamy was being practiced secretly by some;
that it had crept into the church secretly and must
be put down speedily or the church would be
driven from Nauvoo.
"I am satisfied that Joseph was not in favor of
it (polygamy) at all. ~Would swear to all I have
stated.
In conclusion, I make the fearless
statement that Brigham was a whoremonger and
a villain of the darkest dye."
\iVithout comment on the above, let us hear
from Brigham concerning his feelings about the
same time, and in the same place, referred to by~
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T. F. Stafford. In a speech by Brigham Young,
on June 21, 1874, (see Deseret News of July Ist,
1874), we read the following statement relative to
the origin of the doctrine of polygamy:
'
"'While we were in England (in 1839 ·and 1840,
I think), the Lord manifested to me by vision and
his Spirit, things that I did not then understand.
I never opened my mouth to anyone conce,rning
them, until I returned to Nauvoo. Joseph had
never mentioned this ; there had never been a
thought of it in the church that I ever knew anything about at that time; but I had this for myself
and kept it to myself."-"The Messenger, volume
1, page 29.
There are several points of importance to which
J must draw your attention in this confession of
Brigham.
First, The Lord warned the church that a "mystery, a thing which is had in the secret chambers,
to bring to pass even your destruction in -process
of time." He says it is iniquity of which some are
guilty. He commands them to go to the Ohio,
and told them he would give them instruction,
"that ye might escape the power of the enemy."
(See Doctrine and Covenants 38, 4-7). They go
to the Ohio, received the promised instruction. It
is as follows :
"Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy heart.
and shalt cleave unto her and none else; and he
that looketh upon a woman to lust after her, shall
deny the faith, and shall not have the Spirit; and
if he repents not, he shall be cast out. Thou shalt
not commit adultery, and he that committeth adulwww.LatterDayTruth.org
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tery, and repentetl1 not, shall be cast out."-Doc.
and Cov. 42 :7.)
Now, according to the evidence at hand, Brigham forgot the instruction, went to the "secret
·chamber," "locked the door," "pulled down the
blinds," "committed adultery," "had a revelation
·on polygamy," disregarded the law, "thou shalt
love thy wife with all thy heart, and shall cleave
tinto her and none else," thus "giving heed to seducing spirits," and "departed from the faith."
The testimony of Stafford says this secret chamber
iniquity was performed byBrigham in England, in
1840 and 1841. Brigham admits receiving his revelation in England about the same time.·
Second, Brigham admits frankly that he, not
Joseph Smith, had the revelation; "The Lord
manifested (it) to me by vision," "I had this for
myself," "Joseph had never mentioned this," "There
had never been a thought of it in the church that
I ever knew anything about at that time."
\V ell, no one need blame Joseph any more,
Brigham is the self-confessed channel through
which polygamy was given to his people.
J here submit the testimony of Brigham
Young's legal wife, who left him after he was untrue to her. Testimony of Major Thomas \Nanless, given to R. C. Evans, his nephew, in the presence of Mrs. \Vanless and her daughter, in St.
Louis, Missouri, September 7, 1904.
"I met Brigham Young's first and legal wife
and her daughter in the winter of r86o and r86r,
at Central City, Colorado. She told me that
Joseph Smith had nothing to do with polygamy;
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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that he did not teach, practice, or in any way endorse the doctrine of polygamy; that he had nothing to do with the so-called revelation on celestial marriage; that he had but one wife. My husband, Brigham Young, Orsen Pratt, (she gave the
name of another man whose name I have forgotten), made up the revelation on celestial marriage."
"Before they left Illinois, some of them practiced polygamy. Brigham Young went to Utah
to reorganize the church, and publicly introduce
polygamy, or to reorganize the church on a polygamous basis."
She left Brigham Young, finally obtained a
divorce from him, and was then living with her
daughter. Brigham sent the daughter money according to an agreement. She told me they ought
io have shot Brigham Young in place of Joseph
Smith.
The statement of Major \Nanless that she was.
Brigham's first wife, is a mistake. Brigham married Miriam Vl!orks, Oct. 8, 1824; she died Sept.
8; I832. In February, 1834, he married Mary Ann
Angel; she was his legal wife, and perhaps is the
one referred to by the Major. It is quite pardonable in Major vVanless in getting Brigham's wives
mixed up. We opine poor Brigham was at his
wit's end to keep the family record correct himself.
Chamber's Encyclopedia, volume 8, students'
edition, confirms Mrs. Young's statement, in part.
It says, speaking of the practice of polygamy:
"Young, Pratt and Hyde are its true originators. Emma, wife -and widow of the prophet,
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stoutly denied that her husband had any wife but
herself. Young's revelation she declared to be a
fraud."
From a host of other witnesses who testi£y
that Brigham Young was the man that introduced
polygamy in the church, I submit the statement
of another brokenhearted woman from the ranks
-of Brigham's church. Fanny Stenhouse says:
"Polygamy was unheard of among the (English)
Saints in 1849. (Pages 45, 47, 48. "Tell it all," by
Fanny Stenhouse:
"In June, r8so, I heard the first whisper of
polygamy." (Pages 98, 99· "In January, 1853, I
fl.rst saw the revelation on polygamy; it was published in the Millenia! Star." (Page 132.)
"Out of thirty thousand Saints in England in
1853, 1,776 had been excommunicated for apostasy
through polygamy; the president of the conference was cut off." (Page r6o.) When speaking
regarding polygamy, she says: "They know that
the only source of all their revelations is the man
Brigham Young." (Page 190.)
"Brigham has outraged decency and riven
asunder the most sacred ties, by his shameless introduction of polygamy." (Page 273.)
"There have been many apostates from the
teachings of Joseph Smith in early days, but of all
apostates, Brother Brigham is the chief." (Page
614.)

It is reported by Fanny Stenhouse and many
others, that Joseph Smith said: "If ever the church
had the misfortune to be led by Brother Brigham,
he vvould lead it to hell." (Page 268.)
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Why did Joseph Smith a short time prior to
his death make the above and similar statements
regarding the man, Brigham Young? The reason
is plain. He, too, had doubtless heard some rumors as to his conduct and secret teachings, and
the evidence would seem to indicate that just before his death he made a move to bring the guilty
to judgment. \Ve will let \Vm. Marks, who was
president of the Nauvoo Stake at the time of
Joseph Smith's death, testify:
"A few days after this occurence, I met Brother
Joseph. He said that he wanted to converse with
me on the affairs of the church, and we retired
by ourselves. I will give his words verbatim, for
they are indelibly stamped upon my mind. He
said that he had desired for a long time to have a
talk with me on the subject of polygamy. He
said it eventually would prove the overthrow of
the church. and we should soon be obliged to leave
the United States, unless it could be speedily put
down. He was satisfied that it was a cursed doctrine, and that there must be every exertion made
to put it clown. He said that he would go before
the congregation and proclaim against it, and I
must go into the High · Council, and he would
prefer charges against those in transgression, and
T must sever them from the church unless they
made ample satisfaction. There was much more
said. but this was the substance. The mob commenced to gather about Carthage in a few days
after, therefore there was nothing done concerning
it." (Saint's Heralcl, volume I, pages 22,_ 23.)
"President Marks, after Joseph's death, made
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mention of the above conversation. It was soon
rumored that he was about to apostatize, and that
his statement vvas a tissue of lies." (See Saint's
Herald, volume I, pp. 22, 23.)
Speaking of the revelation on polygamy, Marks
said: "I never heard of it during Joseph's life. It
was evidently gotten up by Brigham Young and
some of the twelve, after Joseph's death." (Brigg's
Autobiography; Herald, 1901.)
Now, I go a iittle further than this; Brigham
Young makes the statement that Joseph Smith had'
a revelation authorizing a plurality of wives on
the 12th day of July, I843· vV e ask where is the
original of this revelation, and he whimpers out:
"The original was handed to Emma Smith, Joseph's
wife, and she burned it." "I have only a copy, and
this copy I have kept under lock and key; no one
knew of this; but here is an opportune time to·
present it." and so he presents it. The first time
it saw daylight was on the 29th day of August,
1852, over eight years after the death of the man
more than nine years after it was said to have
been burned. Now then, the question, what has
Emma Smith got to say about this? I have her·
:c;tatement here. I sat upon the bed where she
died, and while there, learned from those who
knew her best, that she was a woman of the highest integrity, and she makes this statement, practically her death-bed confession. "1 never heard of
this revelation. I never saw this revelation refel-recl to. I never burned it. This revelation was
gotten up by Brigham Young and his associates ..
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My husband never had any wife but me."
is her statement in fact.

That

Well, says one, now it is between Emma
Smith and Brigham Young. He says Joseph had
that revelation and Emma burned it, and he had a
copy of it. Emma says her husband never had
such a revelation, she never heard of it, much less
to burn it. How are you going to judge between
the two. Here is the way to judge. Emma Smith
was known by thousands, and to-night if everyone that would speak kindly of her who knew her
and were to ch·op one tear upon her grave, she'd
be baptized beneath an ocean of water. In all my
travels I have never known a single soul outside
,of Utah Mormons to speak against her, and some
of them, when crowded to the wall, are forced to
·confess that she was the grandest of women. For
instance, I give you an illustration. \Vhen talking
with Joseph F, Smith in Salt Lake City two years
ago, he brought up a number of witnesses and I
examined them. He finally said: "I can produce
a living woman who will testify that Joseph Smith
was a polygamist and she knew it." I said: "Bring
her on here and let us examine her." Well, he says:
"I will tell you what I will do. Elder, I have
made an engagement with her to go to the theatre
to-morrow night, and if you will go with me I
will give you an introduction to her, and she will
there testify between the acts." He thought he
had me, but, he says: "I presume a Josephite
Elder would not attend a theatre." My reply was:
"Well, Jesus Christ went to hell to fill a mission
"once. I do not know why a Josephite Elder could
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not go to Brigham Young's theatre to see a woman
who claims to be the wife of Joseph Smith. I
will be there." And I was.
\V ell, I met "Aunt Lucy," and we talked the
matter over, and here is this one point to which I
want to draw your attention, to show how these
poor dupes of Brigham Young may be led. Coming to the testimony of Emma Smith, I
said: "You were personally acquainted with
Emma Smith?"
''Yes."
"vVhat have you to
say
of her
as
to
her
integrity, fidelity
and honor?
The old woman
looked
me
fair in the face and said: "Emma Smith was one of
God's noble women, and she was truth personified, and anything that Emma Smith will say, you
can bank on it until the clay of your death." "vVell,
I said, "she testifies that her husband never ha~t
any wife but her; she testifies that she never
heard of that revelation on polygamy until after
you folks had gone to Salt Lake; she testifies she
never saw it, and she testifies that it is an unmitigate.d falsehood manuf,actL~red by ; Brigham
Young; that he stated that she had the revelation
and burned it. Now, what have you to say to that?
I said. She looked at me fair in the face and said:
"You can afford to build on anything that Emma
Smith has to say." "Thank you," said I. There
was one of the maze-bound slaves of priestcraft
superstition and polygamy when put to the test.
::\o\v, Brigham Young once l,llade the claim
that his elders were the smoothest liars and the
finest gamblers and the greatest rogues the world
has ever produced. (Journal of Discourses, vol. 4,
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page 77), and when I hear them testify about polygamy, I think that he was just about right about
that. Everybody knows that Brigham Young was
a bad man, that he was a criminal before the laws
of his country, before the laws of his God, before
the laws of the true church; that he has riven
asunder the most sacred ties of womanhood by
his shameless introduction of polygamy, that he
has broken the hearts of the wives of his people,
and declared himself that they had testified that
since the introduction of polygamy they had never
seen a happy day. Will you take the testimony
Df that man against the words of a woman whose
life was as pure as a lily, and as holy as a child's
prayer? As he admits, it was introduced as a
necessity after they went west.
Now, as time will not permit me to give you
the quotations, I may just cite you to Chamber's
Encyclopedia and to the Cyclopedia Brittanica,
and they testify that it cannot be proven that
Joseph Smith was a polygamist, but give evidence
as supported by the statements I have made tonight that it was introduced by Brigham Young
and others after the death of Joseph Smith. Now,
my text says. "\V e desire to hear of thee what
thou thinkest for as concerning this sect, we know
that everywhere it is spoken evil against." That
strikes you as being a little strange, does it not,
but that is the verdict of the people upon the
Church of Christ eighteen hundred years ago.
Now, the same cause will produce the same effect
in every age of the world. Any logician will ac·knowledge that. Did it ever occur to you that
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from the cradle in Bethlehem, Christ and his people have ever been villified, misrepresented until
they were rocked to sleep in the arms of merciful
death? From the time of Christ's birth, all manner of vituperation and scandal was hurled at Him
and His cause; and as soon as He was born the
royal potentate said: "You go down there and
find where the young child is that I may come
down and worship Him." That was a Ile pure and
simple to start with, but the wise men Went down
there, discovered the cradle-mangered King, and
they would have returned and told him where the
child was but an angel knew the blood-thirsty
man, and bade the wise men return home another
way; and you remember how that ruler got so
angry over this, that he killed every male child
under two years of age in all the country in order
that he might find the right child, and from that
time Christ was hunted, and finally, after a life of
sacrifice and trial, His great heart broke on Calvary
at the hand of bloody assassins.
Following Him, his servants and representatives
were misrepresented and slandered, and abused,
until they went down to the tongueless silence of
the tomb, sealing their testimony with their own
blood. I wish I had time to read to you the
histories to-night, as I have them here; suffice it
to say, the early Christians were accused of lying,
stealing, murder, polygamy, concubinage and almost every crime known in the calendar. They
were called lazy, indolent, simple, silly haters of
good government, and promoters of a disturbance,
superstitious, and they were hunted down and
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finally m urderecl, until the prophetical declaration
was fulfilled, the time came that they drank the
blood of the Saints and wore out the people of the
most high God.
Now there is another feature to this. Soap
after the death of Christ the histories show that
men in the church began to relate marvelous things,
wonderful stories, and to manufacture false revelations and try to palm those false revelations v'f
on to the church, in .consequence of which history
was written against the church; and we are told
that Nero commanded the government to wrii:e
these stories in their school books, and that the
·children were commanded to commit them to
memory, and thus these terrible things against
·Christ and the apostles were handed down from
one generation to another. Well, there was some
foundation for these stories, and I will give you one.
You turn to the 6th chapter of the Acts of the
Apostle"', and you will find there where seven men
were chosen to the Christian ministry as deacons,
·or some say, as bishops. One of them became
specially prominent. His name was Nicholas. He
is again referred to in the 2nd chapter of the book
of Revelation, where God comes out and says,
"This is the doctrine of the Nicolitanes, which thing
I hate." That is all the Bible says about it, but
Buck's Theological Dictionary; Gardner's Church
·Cyclopedia, page 690; Barnes Commentary; Revelation 2 :6; Eusebius History Ecclesiastes, Chapter
3, page 29; Neander History Christian Religion,
pages 452, 553; IgBatius in Apostolic Fathers, page
232.: Irenaeus in Early Years of Christianity, page
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473, all agree that the doctrine of the' Nicolaitanes
was the doctrine of the plurality of wives, polygamy and kindred evils. Here this man, a leading
representative of the Church of Christ, professed'
to have some kind of a revelation from God by
which he led a faction of the Church of Christ off
into polygamy, and from that very day the histories
have besmeared the name of the Christian Church
with the doctrine and crime of polygamy.

'vV ell, was Christ to blame? Were the apostles
to blame because Nicholas departed from the faith,.
received false revelations and introduced polygamy
into the branch of the church. No. Now be consistent. The same cause will produce the same
effect, and so we find after the death of Joseph
Smith, men told wonderful stories. They claimed
to have revelations, and Brigham Young, in the
Latter Day Saint Church, did what Nicholas did in
the former day church; he led a small branch of
the people off from Illinois to Utah, then Mexico
territory, and introduced the doctrine of polygamy.
·will you blame Joseph Smith and the Latter Day
Saints for what Brigham Young did after Joseph
Smith's death? You have as much right to blame
Jesus Christ and the apostles for what Nicholas and
his tribe did after their death. Says one, "I never
thought. of that."
Now there is one thought in closing; some have
said, "vVell now, ·there must have been something
relative to polygamy in the days of Joseph Smith,
else Brigham Young would not have fallen away
and gone into polygamy. \V ell, if this is worth
:Something, it will do to tell over again under other
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circumstances, and let me play infidel and now say,
"\Vel!, now, there must have been something said
by Christ and the apostles relative to polygamy,
else Saint Nicholas, the bishop, would not so soon
after their death have gone into polygamy and
established a church of his own, called the Christian Church, that practiced a plurality of wives."
You see if it will fit on this church it will fit on the
old church. If the former day Saints had to be reflected upon and abused by reason of thi:, apostasy,
why should you think it strange that the Latter
Day Saint Church should suffer similarly? Now
·the same cause produces the same effect in every
age of the world, and the Latter Day Saints are
suffering largely from the same causes that produced the agony in the former-day Saints Church.
It is the same church, it must suffer similarly.
Let me say to you, after a close following of
this church for nearly thirty years now, I have
failed to discover a single thing in the teaching of
this church that needs bring a blush of shame to
the most modest maiden. It is the fullness of the
Gospel restored in the latter times~ in the hour of
God's judgment; God has gone according to the
prophecies, sent his angel, priesthood has again
been restored and the church organized upon the
original platform, with apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, bishops, teachers, deacons and elders;
teaching the doctrine as found in the New Testament by which we may enter into the kingdom of
God; faith in the Father, Son and Spirit, repentance,
baptism by the immersion for the remission of sins,
the laying on of -hands for the gift of the Holy
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Ghost, for the blessing of children, fof the ordination to the ministry and for the healing of the sick,
and the teaching of the doctrine of the resurrection
.of the dead, and eternal Judgment, the Millennia!
Reign, and all that Jesus taught and established;
the same cause producing the same effect, the signs
following the believer, and not only the signs that
the sick should be healed, but that men will speak
with new tongues and work miracles, but there is
another sign that always followed the believers and
does yet. "He that liveth godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution." "They hated me" said the
Lord, "They will also hate you." "Marvel not if
the world hate you, it hated me before it hated
_you."
"VV e desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest,
for as concerning this sect, we know that it is
everywhere spoken against."
Testimony as given in the proceedings before
the Committee of Privileges and Elections of the
United States Senate, in the matter of the Reed·smoot case :

Polygamy is Emphatically Forbidden in the Book
of Mormon.
President Joseph F. Smith testified as follows:
The Chairman--Now, Mr. Smith, one word
more; I hold in my hand the Book of Mormon; I
should like to have you look at it to see if it is the
·book; I want you to identify the book.
Mr. Smith (after examining the book)-I recognize the book.
The Chairman----That is the Book of .:\{ormon?
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Mr. Smith-Yes, sir; that is the Book of Mor-mon.
The Chairman-One of your authorized publications?
Mr. Smith-Yes, sir; authorized publications.
The Chairman-A revelation to Joseph Smith?
Mr. Smith-It was translated by Joseph Smith_
The Chairman-Is the doctrine of polygamy
taught in that revelation? ·
Mr. Smith-It is emphatically forbidden in that
book.
The Chairman-In this book it is emphatically
forbidden?
Mr. Smith-It is.
Testimony. of President Joseph Smith, of the·
Mormon Church, in the Reed-Smoot case before the
committee of the United States Senate, page 246.
Let it be understood that the United States have
expended thousands of dollars to find the facts in
the Reed-Smoot matter, and they have called witnesses thousands of miles to testify, and now,
with pleasure, I submit some extracts from the
speech of Senator Julius C. Burrows, who was the
Chairman of the Committee, of the United States
Senate, as delivered by the Honorable Senator,
Tuesday, December r rth, 1906.
These extracts support the claim made by me
in this lecture, namely Joseph Smith did not teach,
practice or sanction polygamy. The true Church·
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints never taught
polygamy; that after the death of Joseph Smith,
Brigham Young and others were apostates from
the true church, and went to Salt Lake as vile·
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wicked men, introducing polygamy and other evils
into the new church, as organized by them, thus
.disgracing themselves and the church they were
formerly identified with, by reason of their revolt~
ing crimes. And that the continuation of the true
cChurch is recognized by the courts of the United
States, and the Senatoral Committee, and is known
in law and history under the incorporated title as
·"The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints," and is presided over by the son of the
prophet Joseph Smith, having no connection with
the Utah Mormon Church.
"The regular and legitimate Mormon Church
had its origin in and grew out of an alleged dis-covery of some metallic plates, said to have been
found near Palmyra, New York, by one Joseph
Smith, bearing certain inscriptions which were said
to have been translated by him and embodied in
what is known and accepted as the 'Book of Mormon,' belief in which formed, in 1830, the basis of
an organization styling itself 'The Church of Latter
Day Saints,' which for fifteen years increased in
membership and extended its influence, until in
1844 it numbered about so,ooo adherents on the
27th day of June, 1844, Joseph Smith, the founder
·of this cult, while confined in jail at Carthage,
Illinois, was set upon by a mob and killed.
"vVith the details of the early history of this
_!Jeople, from 1830 to 1844, and their tenets we have
nothing to do. It is sufficient for the purpose of
this discussion to state that previous to the death
·of the prophet there were no dissensions in the
•Drganization so far as known, all subscribing to a
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common creed and holding a common faith. Judge
Phillips, in the circuit court of the United States
for the western district of Missouri, in delivering
the opinion of that court in r894 in what is known
as the 'Temple Lot Cases' involving the title to
certain real estate, said:
"Beyond all cavil, if human testimony is to place
any matter at rest, this church was one in doctrine,
government and purpose from r830 to June, r844,
when Joseph Smith, its founder, was killed. It had
the same federal head, governing bodies, and fai_tb,.
During this period there was no schism, no dissensions, no parting of the ways in any matter
fundamental or affecting its oneness."
"The death of Joseph Smith in r844, however,.
carried dismay and demoralization throughout the
entire membership of the Mormon Church, scattering its adherents in divers directions and for the·
time being seemed to presage the complete over:..
throw and dissolution of the organization. Recovering, however, from the shock, the scattered'
bands soon reappeared in various parts of the
country and promulgated their doctrines with increased zeal, and set to work to reassemble and reorganize their scattered forces, resulting finally in
the formation of what is now known and recognized'
as the 'Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints/ with headquarters at Lamoni,
Iowa, and presided over by Joseph Smith, a son of
the prophet. The courts have repeatedly declared
this organization to be the legitimate successor of
the original Mormon Church, and its adherents,
numbering some so,ooo peaceable, patriotic, andl
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law-abiding citizens scattered Haroughout the
United States in small church societies, conforming to the laws of their country wherever they may
be and adhering to the faith of the founder of their
creed, repudiating and denouncing the doctrine of
polygamy and its attendant crimes, without temple,.
endowment-house, or secret order, worship in the
open like other church organizations, unquestioned
and unmolested.
"During this period of disintegration one Brigham Young, who had identified himself with the
Mormon organization as early as 1832, a man of
indomitable will and undaunted courage,· bold and
unscrupulous, seized upon the occasion of the
demoralization incident to the death of the prophet
to place himself at the head of some s,ooo Mormons, and marching over desert and mountain,
established himself with his adherents in the valley
of Salt Lake, July 24, 1847, then Mexican territory,
where he undoubtedly indulged the hope that the
new doctrine of polygamy about to be publicly
proclaimed by him might be promulgated with
impunity and practiced and maintained without interference by the United States. These hopes, however, were destined to be blasted, for by the treaty
of Guadalupe-Hidalgo of February 2, 1848, this
territory passed from the jurisdiction of Mexico to
the sovereignty of the United States, and its inhabitants thereupon became amenable to its laws.
"Upon this transfer of sovereignty, and in 1849,
Brigham Young and his followers, without authority from any source whatever, proceeded to set up
a government of their own, embracing a territory
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of imperial dimensions, christening it the 'State of
Deseret,' electing Brigham Young, the head of the
church, governor; Heber C. Kimball, an apostle,
lieutenant-governor, and filling all other official positions in the proposed state with their trusted
adherents. At the same time a general assembly
was chosen, which in 1849 petitioned Congress to
admit the State of Deseret into the Union, and
commissioned a delegate to the Lower House of
Congress, who subsequently presented his credentials and the memorial praying for statehood.
"Shortly previous to this time it began to be
bruited that the leaders of, this organization and
founders of the new state were fugitives from justice and apostates from the true Mormon faith and
were living in polygamy; and it is an historic fact
that when Brigham Young arrived at Salt Lake, in
1847, he had seventeen wives, and all the so-called
apostles, twelve in number, except possibly one,
from two to twenty wives each. This rumor gained
-credence and confirmation by a protest against the
admission of the State of Deseret sent to the Congress of the United States December 31, 1849, and
now on file in its archives. from which I make the
following extracts:
"Your petitioners respectfully represent that
whereas efforts are now being made by the Salt
Lake Mormons to obtain, by false representations
and fallacious presentations, from the government
of the United States a state organization to be
called the State of Deseret; and whereas we believe that it would be highly detrimental to the best
interests of our cot;ntry to comply with their rewww.LatterDayTruth.org
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quest, we do therefore respectfully petition your
honorable body to provide some other way for the
government of the Salt Lake settlement. Your
petitioners know most assuredly that Salt Lake
Mormonism is diametrically in opposition to the
pure principles of virtue, liberty and equality, and
that the rulers of the Salt Lake church are bitter
and inveterate enemies of our Government. They
entertain treasonable designs against the liberties
of American free-born sons and daughters
They h<we elected Brigham Young, who is the
vresident of their church, to be the governor of the
proposed State of Deseret. Their intention is to
unite church and state. . . . vVe have authentic
information that more than I,soo Salt Lake Mormons took the following oath in the Temple of God
''t Nauvoo: 'You do solemnly swear, in the presence
of Almighty God, His holy angels, and these witnesses, that you will avenge the blood of Joseph
Smith on this nation, and teach your children, and
that you will from this time henceforth and for
t:ver begin and carry out hostilities against this nation, and to keep the same intent a profound secret
now and for ever. So help me God.'
"The rulers of the Salt Lake Church hypocritically pretend to venerate the name and character
of the prophet Joseph Smith, that they may retain
their popularity among that people who belleve that
be was a true prophet. These rulers are apostates
from the true Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, which church Joseph Smith was president
of. They teach and practice polygamy.
Surely your honorable body will not lend your aid
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to legalize adultery and all manner of wickedness.
These men have left their country for their country's good. They have left it that they might
escape the punishment which their crimes have invakeeL
. They have been guilty of murders,
treason, robbery, counterfeiting, swindling, blasphemy, and usurpation of power, both political and
ecclesiastical. This is the character of the man who
is the political and ecclesiastical governor of the
Salt Lake colony. The Salt Lake settlement is like
Soclom and Gomorrah. Save the rising generation
of that land from being trained up in such a sink
..of corruption, blasphemy and treason.'"
The practice of polygamy by this band of
apostate Mormons received further confirmation in
the official report of the Indian agent for the Territory of Utah, dated March 29, 1852, in which it
was stated:
"Among these men (speaking of the Mormons)
was \Villard Richards, who kept a harem of some
dozen or fifteen women, to all of whom he is
wedded. He is acting secretary of state and postmaster of the city."
Upon the presentation of the remonstrance referred to, the National House ·of Representatives
declined to consider the petition for the admission
of the "State of Deseret" into the Union, or receive
its representative, but in lieu thereof and on the
7th clay of September, rSso, Congress passed an
act providing for the organization and government
of the Territory of Utah. In r8so President Fillmore appointed Brigham Young governor of the ter:ritory for the term of four years, who entered upon
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the duties of the office in February, 185I, and thus
the chief polygamous saint and head of the church
became the chief executive of the territory. These
public and official declarations confirmatory of the
rumors of the practice of polygamy by Brigham
Young and his apostles made further concealment
of their crime impossible, and it became necessary
in some way to excuse or justify so flagrant an
assault upon public decency and the civilization of
the age.
To that end a special conference of the sect
was called to convene at Salt Lake City on the 28th
day of August, 1852, over which Brigham Xoung
presided, attended by the so-called apostles and
high officials of the church to the number of over
2,000, at which conference, for the first time, the
doctrine of polygamy was publicly proclaimed and
declared to be an accepted tenet of the Utah Mormon faith.
Speech of Honorable Fred T. Dubois.
Since writing the above I have had the privilege
of reading the speech of the above-named gentleman (who was also a member of the Committee on
Privileges and Elections), delivered December 13,
1906, in the United States Senate, and published in
the Congressional Record for December 17th, 1906.
It will be seen that he indorses what Senator
Burrows has said on the subject, and adds his own
opinion in the following explicit language:
"It is only fair, I think, for me to say-and I am
glad the distinguished Senator from Michigan (Mr.
Burrows), treated upon it the other day-that there
is a branch of the Mormons, called the 'Josephites,'
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who ought to be separated clearly in the minds of
all the Senators from the Brighamite Mormons.
The Josephites claim that they are the custodians
of the church as it was founded. They claim that
Brigham Young has interjected doctrines into th~
church which the Mormons did not accept in the
beginning. At any rate, however that may be, the
Josephite Mormons, with their headquarters at
Lamoni, in the State of Iowa, and wherever they
are, no matter in what part of the country, are
among the best of our citizens in all respects. 1'hey
do not believe in polygamy; they never practiced
polygamy. They discountenanced it. They do not
believe in church dictation in political affairs. They
are the same as other church organizations, and to
their religion no one has any objection. I am glad
to call the attention of Senators to it, so that in the
future we may not confuse the Josephite with the
Brighamite Mormons."
Thank God the brain power of the United States
has discovered and published the facts, thus clearing the name of Joseph Smith and the church of the
stain of polygamy, and placing the blame on Brigham Young and his people.
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