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JESUS FROM THE ORADLE
"0 THE GRAVE.

BY ELDER R. C. EVANS.

Permit me to draw your - atten-
tion to the 52d verse of the 2d
chapter of the gospel as written by
St. Luke, where you will read these
words: ¢‘Aud Jesus 1increased in
wigdom and stature, and in favor
with God and man,” ' ;

The subject of this discourse is
One who has endeared himself to
earth’s ohildren by ties that death
oannot sever. He is considered by
many as the hero of every struggle,
and ' while we represent him this
evening as an humble ambassador, we
wish to try to reflect some points
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that ware prominent in his charag.
ter and that won for him the re-
gpect and love of the world which
knew him best. - We desire tonight
to present. Jesus to you in his
humanity. It has- been taught that
Jesus was oonceived and born under
such peculiar circumstances that he
was altogether different from other
people, that the wedknesseén that
were placed upon the sons of men
were unknown "to him; that he was
God and therefore could not do
wrong, had no desire to err, and
that it was impogsible for him to
transgress law. :-It-seems to - me
that if this were the proper position
to occupy, Jesus would cease io be
the example for us to follow. If
on the start ke was so far ahead of
us in the race for immortality and
eternal life, it is unreasonable for
anyone o expect that we would
ever resch the zenith by his side,
We have thought that the people
of the world have ofttimes been
digcouraged when they have been
commanded to come up and reflect
the oharacter and imitate the life
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of Christ. In their humanity, in
their weakness, in their darkness,
in their blindness they were ex-
pected to do that which a divine
one accomplished; but when we
reflect upon the life of Jesus from
the cradle to the grave, we see a
different picture from that which
has been represented to us in the
years agoune,

Jesus: was born a baby, a real,
true baby. Those of you who wish
“to turn and read the history of his
entrance into this world—read the
love story that found ite . birth in
the barn of Bethelem-—will discov-
er thay that baby was born as other
babies; surrounded by poverty as
other ehildren. It is true:that the
'conoeptxon of Chrisgt-is consxdered
‘4" ‘mystery, that, ‘we must lightly
‘passg over’ tomght, but suffice 1t to
say  that priestoraft has thrown a
mystery around it that the Bible
‘has- never warranted. While we
.admit - that Jesus had no human
father .atter the flesh, yot we be-
lieve his conception was the result
of law known to God. Let us
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illustrate: When we desire bread
to eat, we know there isa law by
which we may obtain it. We pre-
pare the soil, we sow the seed, and
wait for the rain and dew and the
mellow rays of the moon and the
kisses of the sun to do their work
and by and by it grows and ripens
and we harvest it, thresh it, grind
it,bake .t, and we have bread. When
we desire wine from the grape, we
have to plant the vine and watch
it grow, and take the fruit and pre-
pare it acoording to law; but when
Jesus was here and wanted bread
and desired wine, he understood a
law by which he eould call the
slements togsther and organize
them, by which he could accommo-
dste the guests at the Galjlean
marriage fesst, sud the thousands
spread -upon ths hills over against
Bethsaida, He understood a law
by whieh he could organize matter
and produce bread and wine. So
God by a higher law brought in-
to the world that same one who
is called the Holy One of God; but
his birth was as other children, and
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he -lived as other Dabes, with all
the weaknesses that acorue to the
infant life.

We are conscious thatsome ridi-
oule the idea that the Christ rep-
resented In life was once a babe,
that he was troubled with the croup
and the whooping cough, and the
measles, and all that; but we think
there is no holier picture  painted
than the pure and holy woman
holding in her chaste and loving
arms a3 child, the fruit of love.
Home one has said that the man
‘who would throw discredit upon
Jesus becanse he was once a baby
throws a shadow across his owy
mother that endured much to give
him a name and place among human:
ity. . 1 ses wisdom in God send-
ing Jesus to this world {u the weak
and helpless form of an infant
child. It tesches me the ledgen,
that I, though weak, may begome
stroug; that I, though ignordut,
may become wise; - that 1, thoughi a
child of earth, by obedience to Taw
may begome an heir of heaven sud
joint' heir with Jesus Christ, a
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ruler - and a judge, not only of the
world, but of angels; for 18 it: not
written, ¢‘Koow ve not that the
sainte ghall judge angels?”

The magi from the East as they
gaw the guiding star, were directed
%o the cradle in the manger, by the
light of that peerless guide that
Fod set in the eastern sky, and as
they gszed upon that infant form
they little thought that its voice
would yet speak and by cbedience
10 law would hush the turbulent
waves, and stili the boisterons wind
‘ag parents qulet their children here,
Those little hands that they gazed
apon. as they waved aimleesly
ghrough . the satmosphere in their
‘boly helplessness, they little thought
would one day, by obedience to
law,touoh the withered hand and it be
héaled, toush the eyes of the blind
aud -they. see, and the ears of the
deaf pnd they hear, and the tongue

of ¢k dumb that it speak; but his
,f&m} revesls the fact that 1t was 80,
’;ﬂhgsa, l}ttle tsndsr helpless foet that
ware.unable’ to bear the weight of
that little, diminutive -form, by
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obedience to law grew until they
conld walk upon the white-crested
foam 28 men trod the solid earth.
Why, I love to think of Jesus ag a
baby; it sesms to ms that there is
no purer, grander thoughi in the
whols record before ms than- the:
fact of Jesns in his infancy. ’

Go with Mary as she enters the
great temple over there and presents
that baby to the priest im her
maiden innocence, in her beauty,
in her' modesty; as a child mother
she presents the babe to the priest
under the law. O, what holy hush
must there have been, not only in
the wall of that temple, but in the
templo not made with hands, when
the old priest eald, “What iz the
child’s name?” and when the ans-
wer came, “Hiz name is Jesus,”
when that priesi wrote upon the
goroll there, he little thought he
was signing the death warrant to
the Jewish esonomy; he liitle
thought that at that name every
knee would yet be bowed and every.
tongue in heaven, in earth, snd
under the earth would yet join in
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the holy choraus, “Thousrt worthy.”
Yet Jesus was s baby, snd I am
right glad of that, beoause the
troubled, toiling, weary mother
when overwork and anxiety has
Iaid deep lines upon her brow, as
ihe touches that cradle, the proph-
ecy of the tuture, she may look
upon that ohild and recognize that
Jesus was onoe & baby; and thomgh
the child may be troublesome to-
day, by obedience to law, like
Christ, he can become grand, and
pure, and holy, and powerful, and
wige, and an heir of heaven.

We now present to you Jesus an
a-boy; a real, live boy. I want to
try to bring him close to you to-
night.  While I am conscious that
the -history is almost silent apon
Christ’s Iife'as a 1ad,yet we have some
foew points that give us an 1dea of
his boyhood days. They are found
in the ochapter already cited for
your consideration. The story says
that when Jesus wae about twelve
years of age, he was taken with his
parents to Jerusalem while they
worshiped according to the custom
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of the time, and after the religious
ceremonies had c¢oncluded, they
went back to their village home;
and while journeying thither, after
three days had glided by, they
missed him, and the mother’s heart
began to throb with anxziety for
the child who was absent, and all
aleng the white caravan rang the
ory, ‘“‘A child lost. Have you seen
my Jesus? Light blue eyes and
light curly hair, about twelve years
of age.” Buthe was not to be
found until they reached the temple,
and O, what a. wonderful revela-
tion burst upon them as they gazed
-upon that mesger form, surronnded
with all the lawyers and the dootors
in that wouderfnl temple, hearing
and asking questions! There is a
thonght that we want to reach right
here.  Jesus made interrogation
honorable, he asked (uestions. He
had to learn; he grew, not only in
stature, but in wisdom and knowl
edge. That is all the way we have
to do, friends. All that you know
some one has told you; either in
varth or heaven you have received
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the .information that you are in
possesgion of; either by the revela-
tions of God contained in the books
or given by the Spirit, or else
through the instromentality ocalled
man. You sll have had to ask ques-
tions, and the mar who thinks he
knows it .all, doesn’t know enough
to know that he doesn’t know any-
thing about it.  Jesus asked ques-
fions.

But when they would remonstrate
with him because of his seeming
negligence of the family, here comes
the statement that reflests the biog-
raphy of Christ’s life: ¢“Wist yenot
that I must be aboui my Father’s
business?” O wonderful child! At
twelve yoars of age that boy had
acquired an education that ocalled
forth a surrender of all his powers
to his heavenly Father. He had
learned to lavish his firss, best, and
truest love npon his heavenly Fath-
er at that early date. - O what a
wonderfal lssson herel Why was
it? ««0,” aays ome, “*because he
was g0 peculiarly environed by the
power of God.” Let me tell you,
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the Seriptures say that he took not
on bimself the nature of angels,
but the seed of Abraham, and bé-
came like his brethren 1n all things,
We are further informed that in
his humiliation his judgment was
taken away. Now, he did not com-
prehend and realize at that ‘time
and for a long time after, the won-
derful and stupendous character of
the work he was to perform, but he
was a child governed by thé human
instinets that govern uwe. ¢In his
humiliation his judgment was taken
away.” = While it is true that he
gat with God in the eternal world
before the worlds were, vet when
he lsft the shining glory and came
down uwpon thie mundane sphere
and was born of a womap, cradled
in a manger, took upon himself our
nature, bscame like hiz brethren 1
all things, he laid off the glory that
he had with God tn the pre exzistent,
spiritual world, sad becams s pate
tern to the sons of men; ook upon
him their weaknesses; stood in the
sform and tempest of humanity’s
great ges, while the waves of human
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weakness were ever ebbing and flow-
ing about him. :

Let me draw your atfention (o
one thought here: The secret of
Christ’s power was his purity of
life, his high regard for God’s law,
and these principles were stamped
upon him by the early teaching of
his mother in that little school in
Nazareth. O what a wonderful
nission these Sunday Schoo! teach-
ers have! What a wonderful re-
sponsibility thess mothers: have!
What a great trust is committed to
the ocare of these fathers! The
ohild with all his nature budding
and blooming out in lifs, you must
train it; that is what Christ’s moth-
er did. Do you not know that the
angel told her many things that wers
vét to coma to pass relative to hsr
child?: snd the biblical statement
1s, ‘“Mary pondered all these things
in her heart,” and the resnlt was;
ghe gave her time to the instraction
of this child nntil ghe had begun to
form a character within hix that he
oould say at iwelve years of age,
“«Wist ye not that I muss be about
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my Father’s bueiness? What a
wonderful world we would have
twenty years from today if every
child in this great republic 4t
twelve years of age stood upon the
platform that Jesus occupied at
that time! If hehad been instrusted
and trained to give God his best,
first and truest love, let us see to it,
mothers, fathers, teachers, that we
recognize the worth of a child,
realizing that the child is but the
prophecy of the coming man,

It has been said that you should
not keep a child under the shackles;
that you should not ciremmacribe
him; that you should not. seek to
control for his interests; but let him
taste the bitter that he might in
time to oomse appreemte the sweet;
that you canaot put old heads on
young shoulders; that we all have a
right to sow our wild oats. Do you
not know that the Bible says, “Be not
deceived; @od ie not mocked; for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap?’ Oh! what are you
sowing, you boys, you pirls? Are
you sowing wild oats? Don’t you
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know you will reap a harvest of woe,
of dlsease, a harvest of tears and
wretchedness and weakness if you
sow wild oats in youth? Today the
world is orippled because of the sing
of the past. Learn this lesson; that
if you would be pure as a man, if
you would be powerful asa man,
wise as a man, learn to be pure,
study to be powerful, seek to acquire
wisdom while yet a child.

- We have reason to believe that
Jesus had very little Sanday Sohool
education; indeed, it is said in the
record that he did not know his let-
ters: ¢‘How knoweth this man let-
ters having never learned?” = That
ig, he was not considered a great
scholar. But he was very observant
in his boyhood daye. He watched
everything- that was around him in
the sky; he learned its lessons and
talked of the sun im its rich and
grand splendor; he. talked of the
mellow rays of the moon at night;
be talked of the twinkling stars; in
the waters he obeerved the lessons
of Iife; in the fields he gathered the
story of real worth, and consequently

www.LatterDayTruth.org



15

he became a great man. Let mo
show you. They tell us that he
taught in parables. Why, the very
teaching of that man reveals the
fact that he was very observant as
a child, that he was a boy of close
cbservation; nothing passed the
quick glance of his eye, A few
evidences in verification of this as.
gertion: While we view him with
all his grandeur over here on Olivet
while he talked to the people, we
hear him saying; “The kingdom of
heaven is likened vnto anet cast in-
to the ses.” While he was_ a boy
he lived along the seashore and had
learned the lessons of the feafaring
meén and counld tell the wondrous
story that the world has loved to
repeat ever gsince. While a boy we
see him traveling amid the fields of
@Galiles, and years afterwards he
could say, <“The kingdom of heaven
is likened unto a sower that went
forth to sow.” Apgain we find bim
up among the shepherds and learn-
ing their customs, and usages, and
practices, and years afterwards he.
could adapt what he had learned in
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life and say, I am the good Shep-
herd, and know my sheep, and am
known ot mine.” “And a stranger
will they not follow; * * for they
know not the voice of strangers.”
Ob! tonight let me impress one
thought upon you: Whither are
you drifting? Are you following
the voice of the Good Shepherd or
are you following the voice of the
stranger?

We are informed by profane his-
tory that soon atter his visit where’
he made this wonderful statement
«Wist ye not that I must be about
my Father’s busmess?” ‘his. Te-
puted father, Joseph died, leavmg
his wife and children to the care ot
this boy, Jesus, It is said that he
had worked with his father in the
carpenter shop. You boys who
sometimes get tired 1n the toils of
hfe, remember that Jesus worked
1n a carpenter shop, that he worked
for. his living; and perhaps the
grandest thing that may be said of
him in those days was that he
worked  hard at the oarpenter’
bench, and chased the grim wolf of
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poverty from his widowed mother’s
door. And it seome to me that we
csnnot tell anything much better for
a boy than tbat he loved his mother
and worked for her who had done
go much for him. We seo all along
the line of life his wonderful love
for his mother, his wonderful care
for her; even in the agonies of death
he made provision for her future
comfort, and this reflects the grand
character of that stainless and
unique figure. Let me present Jesus
to you in all the loving character of
a child of earth, go that you may see
gome of the characteristics that
mads him grand and powerful.

I offer a conjecturs here that one
day while workingin that carpenter
shop on the side of the hill over
against hie little village home, there
arose a great storm and that he could
sea out of the door as the storm
clouds wers rising and the winds
were howling, and by and by the
torrents of rain came down, and
with & mighty rush, freighted with
wrecked matter, it hurled down the
valley until is struck a house on the
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other side that wae nice, grand,
beautiful to gaze upon; but when
the debris that had been gathered
by the fisrce torrents of the storm
beat upon that house, it fell, and
roin was the consequence. But on
the other side be gazes upon s hitle
bome, perhaps not grand 1n it8 ar-
chitectural design, but yet it was
golid, built in the proper way, and
when the storm beat upon i, 1t {ell
not but it stood like the sturdy oak
amid the tempest; and in years
afterward he was sble to draw a
picture from life when he said,
s“Therefore, whosoever heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth
them, I will liken him wunto a wise
man, which buils his house upon s
rogk; and the rain descended, and
ths floods came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house, and 1t
fell not, for it was tounded upon a
rock. And every one that heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth
them not, shall be likened unto a
foclish man, which built his house
upon the sand; and the ramn de-
sgended, and the floods came, and
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the winde blew, and beat upon that
house, and it fell.” I belisve he
told the story as it was imprinled
apon the tablets of the past.

What a funeral sermon that is to
the thought that <*faith alone 13 2
good and wholesome dootrine and
very full of comfort.” You friends
who think that Jesus did it all long
ago sud yvou have nothing to do,
will you ever smng, “Domg iz a
deadly thing,” and ¢Doing ends in
desth,” when Jesus revesls the story
here that the man who did as he was
commanded stood the test of the
storm of trial, but the man who be-
lieved snd professed a good deal but
did mot comply with the eondition
by making his faith alive by his
works, brought disaster; wreck, and
ruin as the result of his mere pro-
fession of fz1th? et us learn the
lesson bere then, that if we would
enter into life we must not only be-
lieve, but we musi keep the com-
mandments.

We hasten on to Jesus 28 a man,
a real charaoter, a real figure who
acted his part in the great drama of
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life apon the stage of humanity;
one we see onvironed by ail the
trisls and temptations, and the tears
and darkness, and the sickness and
gloom that has come to the sons of
men; not a figure thai came from
heaven to represent divinity with-
out having trial, but a8 a man with
all the human propensities. Ieaiah,
n talking of this character, tells us
that he ‘“was a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief.” <«He was
bruised for our iniquities,” and for
the transgression of his people was
he stricken, and with his stripes we
are healed. He understood the
pangs of hunger; he endured the
tortures of poverty; he knew soms-
thing about the burning fever of
disease; he was cognizant of the
weaknesses of life ss he traveled
here in his ministerial work and
labor. In verification of this agser-
tion let me cits you to the awful
scene 1n the wilderness of Judea
irnmediately after his baptism. He
fasted forty days. What for? To
overcome the weaknesses that were
upon him and that Geds Holy
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Spirit might rest upon him’and fit
him for the stupendous work that
was devolving upon him to perform.
And it is said [that®.afterwards he
wag an hungered. Isn’t that one of
the traits of our character in this
life? = Do we not get hungry when
we. have nothing to eat for a few
hours, or a fow days, or a few weeks?
That was what was the matter with
Jesus. The Book says he was an
hungered—an evidence of humanity.
I have read in a work published in
New York City that onme of his
friends followed him into the wilder-
ness and begged of him to eat, but
in his pale, weak, emaciated condi-
tion he begged of the friend 1f ke
loved him to not tempt him, bat to
go away and let him enter into the
full performance of his work and
atcomphish the design for which he
wag created. ’
After -his fasting, after his bap-
tism, and afier his going forward to
the sons of men and confessing his
dependence upon the divine store-
house, confessing that he should
gomply with the conditions. pre-
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soribed in the law that God gave for
the amelioration of the eons of men
and the bringing of them up to the
condition of the children of God,
you remember some then thought
he was so good that he did not need
to keep the law, and one by the
name of John had said, I have
need to be baptized of thee, and
oomest thou to me?” But Jesus with
all that holy humility that ever
shone out in his life and character,
that made him so grand and pure,
remarked, ¢Suofter it to be so now;
for thus it becometh us to fulfill all
righteousness.” I submit for your
consideration that.if the Stainless
One could not comply with the con-
ditions and fulfill all righteousness
withou$ being baptized, that you or
I cannot. Why was he baptized?
He took not on himeelf the nature
of angels, but the sead of Abraham,
and became like unto his brethren
in all things. - Do you not know
that Jesus Chriet had to die and
that it would have been amen to
him if he had not complied with
the - conditions by which he might
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obtain the first resurrection?

We present him to you now in
his ministerial work as a man.
Watch him 3z he goes down 1into
Samaria with the rest of his disei-
ples, and while he is journeying
there without purse or seript, oft-
times with men so hungry that the
disciples plucked food from a corn
field that they might appease their
hunger; O how life-like that 18! By
and by they traveled along the dusty
roads and Jesus gets weary, and
gick, and wesk, and they come to
the famous place called Jacob’s well.
1 want you to notice the evidence of
humanity here. He said in effect
something like thiz to the Twelve:
«You are strong and robust; while
I am weary and weak, and the mis-
gion of life seems hard to bear., While
£ sit here you go into the city and
buy meat.” It seems to evidende the
fact that he was 8o weary, and sick,
and hangry that he could go mo
farther, and they that were stronger
than fhe went into the oity to buy
meat, The Soriptural statement is:
“‘Jesus being weary, he leaned upon
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the well.” Is there a lesson here
for you and me? While he is re-
clining upon that wellcurb, a woman
appears, a poor child of earth. She
needs help. e anticipates her
wants, and though weary, and sick,
and tired; with the great magna-
nimity that ever characterized his ac-
tione hie began at once to administer
to her the grandest and best of all
earth’s gifte, What a lesson to the
elders today as they go out; ofi-
times weary and sad, they think it
ig not worth while to preach when
there is such a small congregation.
Listen, if you ,will, .to the sermon
of sermons; one woman the con-
gregation, Christ the elder, and
as you think of this tomght,
never refuse io tell the story of
Jesns and his love wherever & hu-
man esr will bend to hear your
statements. o
Another thomght: While he. is
preaching to the pesple and healing
their diseases and doing for them
all that he oan, the time comes that
he gets tired and worn out. - Were
you elders ever in that condition

www.LatterDayTruth.org



25
when you have been preaching
every night, and administering to
the sick, and fasting and praying
for energy and power, and trying to
stem the tide of human opposition
and fighting the dark demons of
scandal, and trying to ward off the
arrows of hatred that have been
hurled against you? And have you
ever felt weary and sad? If so,
think of Jesus when he said to the
disciples, ¢*Let us go over on the
other side of the lake.” About
tired out, that is the 1dea. They
required rest; they had not time to
eat. (See Mark 6:31). But they
would not let him go for a little
while and he sat on the boat and
preasched to the people though he
wae tived, worn; and weary. And
O friends, I would love io have
been present upon that oocpasion,
Talk about a Talmage and s Beech-
er; I'd have sooner listened to the
Stainless One wpon that ocoasion
while the waters were rippling
against the shore of that litile lake
in Galilee than to have heard all the
Beechers that have ever lived since
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the time of Christ! He leaves one
shore to reach the other. He does
not wait to get a bunk, He dosen’t
look arcund for a stateroom, No;
perhaps he had no money, possibly
he was too sick to reach the bunk;
but we find him lying on that cold,
damp floor on the deck.

Many evidences of humanity now
appear in the narrative and we gee
that soon the tired, weary Jesus 18
found wrapped in the embrace of
slumber, But ligten! the roar of
thunder is heard in the distance; it
is midnight on the waters, a storm
is on the deep; the thunders
roll, a vivid flash of lighting is
geen, and all is horror and dig-
may and they think they are sure-
Iy going to sink, Every man ls at
work; every muscle is exerted, and
all their powers are being brought
to bear in order to reach the land;
but suddenly they think of One
with them and they ory ouf,
«Where is he? we will have him
help ue.” Probably that 18 not all
there, but that inferemce is. And
what does the Savior say? They
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looked around for him and when
they found him it seems that they
did noy wake him in a ceremonious
manner, but said, <“Master, carest
thon not that we perish?” We see
humanity there; he was sound
agleep, weary and worn with the
day’e hard to:. What would you
have done under such circumstances?
Had they awakened you out of your
slesp, what would you have done?
Perhaps you would have prayed the
Lord something like we have heard
people pray to him in the past:
0 Lord! I am filled with wounds,
and bruises, and putrefying sorves
from the crown of my head unto the
soles of my feef, and I am a poor
wretch, a miserable sinner.” You
may not have olothed your thought
with such language as that, but I
apprehend that nearly all of you
would have begun to confess your
sing; you would have begun to con-
fess that you had no right to call
upon God, but that vou would ask
for meroy, and if he would only
forgive you this omce you would
never trouble him again. But that
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was not what Jesus did. He was
pure; he could fay, I do always
those things which please my heav-
enly Father,” O, what an example!
though surrounded with humaniiy
he could bear the testimony with
humility, ¢J do always those things
that please my Father.”

Now, friends, where was this
power? Was it in the mysterous
conception over thers in Galilee?
No, 1t was in the purity of hislife,
He was pure, and that made him
powerful. e was obedient to
Fod’s highest and fullest commands,
and that made him come before his
heavenly Father in faith 1nthe
hour of his extremity. Anpd the
man who will keep his mind and
body clean and pure in this day and
age of the world, will be enabled to
realize in the hounr of darkness and
disaster and pain and weakness that
he can go to God, and the same
@God that listened to prayer in the
sform, in - the darknsss, and saved
from the deep waters in that coun-
try where Jesus prayed, will hear
you,
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What did Jesus do? e awoke;
he took in the sitmation at onoo; he
knew thers was an omnipotent
power behind him; he knew he had
tried to keep the law, and therefore
he was in possession of the informa-
tion we nowhave; viz: <ItheLiord,
am bound when ye do what I com-
mand you.” Christ had observed
those conditions. He was keeping
the commandments and  doing al-
ways those thinge that pleased his
heavenly Father; so with the cour-
age of his convictions, with the
power of -a pure life he could ap-
peal to God; and while the winds
were sounding like so many asrmies
of artillery, and while the waters
were reaching high, and while the
waves were rushing in upon them
in the midnight storm, he stepped
torward iu all the calm serenity of
2 man whom God loved, and be:
cauge of the purity that was re-
gident in his lite, he eaid, with
power, «‘Peace, be still;” and sud-
denly there was a ocalm. Not a
sound was heard, not a man dared
to look to his fellow, but as the
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moments glided by and they took
1n the gituation, they'said: «<What
manner of man i this, that even the
wind and the gea obsy him.” Here
is an evidence of purity. Here ig
an-effeot prodnoced by faith, and
that faith comes by purity of life,
He was tired. Hera we have tound
where he was weary; we have dis-
covered whers he wassick; we have
learned that he was sleepy and
hungry, - Will you tell me he had
no: trial, when the record says he
was tempted in all things like unto
us? But there was one difference,
when Jesus was tempted. Hoe
struggled until he overcame, and
as the poet said, Hach victory
helped him =ome other {o win.- He
bscame sfronger after every strmg-
gle; and that is the way it will be
with you and me: yet he was tempt-
ed and ftried.

I draw your attention to one
other scene in the history of Uhrist’s
life a8 3 man. When the time came
for him to be offered up and he
realized that his hour was oome,
after that farewell supper;, that last
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goodbye-—after the singing of that
mournful hymn, he left them.
There was 2 time when he said,
“You three come with me while I
20 out there,” and he took three of
his -beloved disciples yonder with
him; but after reaching the garden
it seems that there came upon him
an awfual lonliness; he wished to be
alone. Have you ever been in that
condition when you did not seek
the gocilety of men, when the hour
came and you desired to be alome
with God? That time occurred in
the history of Christ’s life, and so
he remarked, ¢You remain here
while I go yonder and pray.” Do
you not know that Christ longed to
live? Do you. not know that he
desired to live, that he plead for
fife? Are you not in possession of
the ‘knowledge that he was only
about thirty-three years of age, in
the prime of life, with ali the pos-
sibilities of manhood before him?
Is it any wonder that he should
plead for his life when we remem-
ber that in his humiliation hisjudg-
ment was faken away? He could
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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not sée all there was before him, 1
apprehend that if Jesas had fully
comprehended his mission he would
not have prayed so fervently that
-God would spare his ife. But God
permitted him to be iried to the
very center of his being in order to
prove the possibilities of humanity,

and the result was that when he
recognized that the time had come
that he would have to forfeit his
life, he saw and felt his weakness,

aud he plead for power: O my
Father, if it be possible, let this
gup pass irom mie,” were his words;
but it was not possible; it had to
be done, else the scheme that was
devised 11 the mind of a greaf God
would have been thwarted. And,

by and by when the struggle came,

three times did he fall upon kLis
face, pleading that heaven would
spare s life, and when God had
tried hini enough, what was the re-

salt? Ilo sent an angel to strength-
en him. I do not kiow what the
result would have been had not that
angel arrived, Have you the right
to surmise that under mumilar oir.
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cumstances you may be divinely as-
pisted? I believe you have. I be-
lieve God Almighty has said that
‘‘angels are ministering spirits sent
forth to minister unto those who
shall be hewrs of salvation,” and
that if you will only keep your
heart, and mind, and body set to do
the will of God, there is mo trial
too severe for you to pass through.
Heaven will defend and strengthen
you, and if 1t is necessary will send
angels from the courts of glory to
minister to your wants. I know
thiat some of our friends think that
sugels have ceased to appear to
man, that they have nothing to do
with the sons of men now; but they
‘have a vooation, and it is that they
‘should minister to those who shall
be heus -of salvation; and when
Jesus needed their kindly mlmstra
tion they came. When men all
through life’s history require their
kindly assigiance, heaven sends
them and they minister to them.
Our God 18 unchaugeable, conge-
quently we believe thatin this great
age when it is so near the winding
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up scene, that if we require angelic
ministration 1t will come just as 1t
did then.

- When Jesus had been tried and
tempted and was proven true, he
submitted to the conditions and was
taken to the oross; but it seems
that that was not enough. One
more trial had to be met, and it
would seem from the history that
on the oross darkness enveloped
him until he again thought he had
been forsaken, and God wrung from
him the saddest, bitterest cry of
despair that ever rent the air of this
world: - My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken mep” Was he
forsaken, friends? He thought he
was. -No, he was not torsaken; he
was only tried.  When you get into
simtlar conditions and you are called
upon to cruoify some things thai
you 8o dearly love in life; when you
are ocalled upon to lay aside those
whose loving smiles are the sun-
light of your lonely existence; to
bid farewsll to home and loved ones
and go right forward, 1f you learn
that it 18 your duty o do so, never
fear; - your heavenly - Father will
never forsake you; he will stand by
you and .protect you. When that
trial was over, Jesug revived. He
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geemed to take in the situation, and
then he could say, ‘“IFather, into
thy hands I commend my spirit,?
aud, trustful to the last. Having
brought his own will in subjection.
to his Father’s, he could eay, ¢It
is finished.”

Now, thie is the life of Christ
from the eradle to the grave. Time
will not allow us to enlarge upon it
further, but suffice it to say that
Jesus Christ has proved the possi-
bilities ot humanity. He was our
pattern, our guide; and though he
was God mamfest in the flesh, yeot-
in hig humiliation his judgment was
taken away, and not until he arose
did he enjoy the glory that he had
with the Father before the world
was.  In human weakness he strug-
gled cn beneath the gloom of earth
Iife that he might be a patiern to
you and me and show us the grand
powers, and privileges, and possi-
bilities of humanity. .As the Rose
of Sharon he will bloom until the
fragrance of his holy life will be
watted over the worlds, and all
will honor him. ‘ :

He taught us in that wonderful
parable where he said, ‘“The king-
dom of heaven is like unto leaven,
which 2 woman ftook, and hid in
three measures of meal, till the
whole was leavened.” I believe the
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woman -i8 representative of the
church; that the three measures of
meal are the inhabitanis of heaven,
earth, and hell; and that the leaven
18 the -doctrine and principles—the
law .of God; that the power, and
wisdom, and might, and omnipo-
tence of Almighty Ged will by snd
by indoctrinate, snd 8ave, and
rescue all the eong of men and give
them the chance to rige and become
like Christ, an heir of God and 2
joint heir with Jesus Christ. When
this iz accomplished we will know
Christ better; we will love him
more; we will realize then the force
and power of the text that ¢“Jesus
inoressed in wisdom.” He had to
learn ag we have, he had to increase
in stature; and 3s he increased in
wisdom and in stature and lived to
that light that shone upon him, was
reflested from him, be grew in favor
with God and man. This ie the
case with you and me; when we die
to sin and are purified and are born
again, and orucify the sing and lusts
of the flesh, and fashion our lives
asocording to the doetirine, we {oo
ghall have been enabled to bear that
testimony that we have increased in
wigdom, and in statare, and in
favor with God and map, until we
have arrived a{ the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ.
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