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If ye love me, keep my commandrrier1ts. And I '!!Jill pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; Even the Spirit of truth, 
1v-hcitn the 1:.rorld cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither lmo1:reth him; but 
ye know him; for he dwelleth in you, and shall be in you. I vlill not leave you 
comfortless. 

John 16:12,14; 16:7; and 14:25, 26 
I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them no1r1. Hmvbeit, when 
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he vJill guide you into all truth; for he shall 
not speal~ of himself; but vJhatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he wilJ 
shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and 
shall shevr it unto you. 
It is expedient for you that I go a-vJay; for i£ I go not away, the Comforter 1:Jill 
not come unto you; but if I depart, I 1-Jill send him unto you ••••• 
. These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present vJith you. But the Comforter, 
vlhich is the Holy Ghost, uhoin the Father nll send in my name, he shall teach you 
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, Nhatsoever I have said unto 
you. 

11 I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you forever. 11 

Tihen Jesus had completed his earthly mission, he gathered his disciples about 
him and tried to prepare them for his impending death and departure. He had been 
vJith them only three short years. They vrere just beginning to understand him. 
Though they had frequently been warned of -vrhat 1-;ras to come, Jesus knew that his 
cruel death vmuld be a tremendous and bitter blow to their faith. 

Trying to prepare them for the tragedy, Jesus explained to his disciples the 
necessity for his departure in order that an ever-abiding Advocate, Counsellor, 
Helper, and Comforter might come to be 'l!Vith them forever. His stay in the flesh 
was necessarily short. This Comforter 1'\Tas to stay 1vi th them forever, guiding them 
into all truth, much of vrhich they were as yet unprepared to apprehend; teaching 
them all the things ·which he had not had time to teach, bringing to remembrance 
those things of his teachings 't1fhich they had forgotten, directing them, inspiring 
the;,t, creating nevr life in them and in those converted under their ministry, even 
to the end of the world. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, (or the Holy Ghost --for the terms are 
synonymous), ~'IThich is the other self of both God and his Son, Jesus Christ, the 
Holy Spirit which is the mind, the Tvill, the strength, the force, the energy, the 
poHer, the l·lill of the Godhead .. 

T·~e shall discuss our belief in the Holy Spirit under two main headings: the 
nature of the Holy Spirit, and the functions of the Holy Spirit. There is some 
difference of opinion as to whethGr or not the Holy Spirit is a person, as God and 
Christ are persons. Certainly the Holy Spirit manifests~ of the attributes of 
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personality. It has, and is, intelligence, mihd, will. It speaks to men; it can 
be grieved, offended, and drive aHay. As a part of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit 
partakes at least in part of the personality of God, uho is the supreme and infin
ite PERSON~ 

The Holy Spirit is the force, or energy, or power of creation. The Psalmist 
says 11 0 Lord, how manifold are thy Norkst ••••• Thou sendest forth thy Spirit; they 
are created. 11 (Psalm 104:2h-30) In the beginning of creation, it was the Spirit 
of God moving (or brooding) upon the face of the nater, which brought about the 
creation of all things. It was the power by' which Jesus 1-vas conceiired. Our book 
of Doctrine and Covenants says that the Comforter is the Light of .Christ, which is 
in the sun, the moon, the earth, and the stars, and is the power by which they are 
made and sustained -- that is the light which is in all things, which giveth life 
to all things, which is the law by 1-1hich all things are gvverned. 

The Holy Spirit is light, in the largest sense of that word; for light in its 
broadest meaning is far more than is seen by the human eye. Light is creative; it 
exists in multitudes of wave lengths, most of which are invisible to man. Modern 
science suggests that matter itself may be composed of pure light, or force, or 
energy, or mind; for it is now well established that the atom is composed not of 
material substance, but of positive, negative, and neutral charges of electricity 
which are called protons, electrons, and neutrons. Of these tenuous building blockc 
all the material of the universe is made -- therefore in last analysis all substance 
is composed of nothing more than the force, energy, mind, power, or Spirit o:f God, 
the Creator, ~nich is in all things and through all things, above all things, be
neath all things, and round about all things; and all things-are-by him and OF~im, 
even God, for ever and ever.--:!\'S"the pouer which creates and sustains all things, 
the Holy Spirit is omnipresent. 

The Comforter is the Spirit of Truth. 11Hhatsoever is truth is light; and 
1-rhatsoever is light is Spirit, even the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 11 (D.C. 83:7) "The 
Spirit of Truth is of God." (D.C. 90:4) 11Ny voice is Spirit; my Spirit is Truth." 
(D.C. 85:17) The Holy Spirit is intelligence, knowledge, ~dsdom; for truth is a 
knowledge of things as they are, and as they w·ere, and as they are to come. 

Now let us trun to an examination of the functions of the Holy Spirit,. Jesus 
said: "These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. But the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall 
teach you all things •••• " Jesus had taught the apostles as much as they could 
learn in t'E:'e"short ti e he had with them, but near the end he said: 11 I have many 
things to tell you, but ye cannot bear them nov;r." One function of the Holy Spirit 
was to continue to teach ALL things as the disciples grew in capacity to understand, 
to comprehend, and to use further knol;rledge. Not all of Jesus' wisdom, not all of 
his truth is to be found in the four gospels, nor yet in the epistles, nor in all 
of the Scriptures. The perception and apprehension o:f neH truth was to be a con
ti_nuous process under the impulsions of the Holy Spirit i'lfhich was to teach the dis
ciples all things and guide them into all truth. The Lord hath yet more light and 
truth to break forth -- not only from his word, but from the vast reservoir of un
revealed truth which must be reserved until man has the mental, spiritual, and 
moral capacity and intelligence to understand and to use it$ 

The Holy Spirit functions to teach men how to pray, and what for, that their 
prayer may be in harmony with God 1 s will, and therefore may be fully ans1-1ered. "The 
Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for ne l:no11T not what lre should pray for as ne 
ought, but the Spirit maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
utteredo 11 (Rom$ 8:26) 

The Holy Spirit vJas to guide the disciples in the daily conduct of their own 
affairs and the affairs of the church, and to guide all men who nould follolr it, 
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to Christ and to all good. The Spirit sent Philip to the side of the Lthiopian vho 
needed help in interpreting his scriptures. It sent Peter to the ger:tile Cornelius 
It guided the first council of the church as it discussed the place of the Mosaic 
lav,r in the Christian church. It sent Paul and Timothy over into Macedonia. In 
these and many other situations, the Holy Spirit gave guidance, counsel and advice, 
directing men vJhat to do and where to go, directing both the church as a i·Jhole, and 
individual officers and members. The Spirit still gives such guidance today. 

One of the functions of the Holy Spirit was and is to call men to priesthood 
responsibilities. It was the Holy Ghost that said to the church at Antioch, 
nseparate me .Jarnabas and Sau.l for the work i·rhereunto I have called them. 11 (Acts 
13:2) Paul conselled the elders at Ephesus to be faithful in ministry to the flock 
over vrhich the Spirit had made them overseers'· (Acts 20: 20) 

The Holy Spirit is sent to reveal to men the things of God. We are all fam
iliar with the fact that ive cannot understand each other unless vie talk the same 
language and have a basis of common understanding. For example, musicians talk a 
language of their own, which is apt to be unintelligible to plumbers and architects 
and salesman. In a similar way, only one ivho knovJs God can understand his language. 
"The things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God that is in him. 11 One 
function of the Holy Spirit is to make our nature like God 1 s nature, so that we may 
think God t s thoughts, understand his promptings, and act as he i'rould act. 

God reveals the hidden mysteries of the things he has prepared for us, by his 
Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. On 
special occasions, and for God 1s specific purposes, the Spirit of God·may foretell 
the future. 

The Holy Spirit functions to impart povrer to those ivho are prepared and ivorthy 
to receive it. The Comforter is etymologically "one who comes with strength, 11 for 
the iv ord 11 comfort 11 is derived from two Latin "t-Jords, "cum, 11 and 11 fortis 11 meaning 
"with strength. 11 The disciples were commanded to tarry in Jerusalem until they were 
endowed vrith power from on high -- the power of the Holy Spirit. To those Hho have 
prepared themselves to receive it, and made themselves worthy to use it, the Holy 
Spirit imparts power to overcome temptations, to endure afflictions and persecutions 
to accomplish tasks beyond human strength and ~~sdom. It gives both natural and 
supernatural gifts of knowledge, vrisdom, and faith; it imparts gifts of healing; it 
makes possible the working of miracles; it gives the word of prophecy; it inspires 

spea!dng in tongues and interpretation of those tongues. 

Perhaps the most important function of the Holy Spirit is to bear vJitness to 
the divinity and the resurrected and continuing lii'e of Jesus Christ. Paul says 
that no man speaking by the Spirit of God can call Jesus accursAde John says that 
the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy. Jesus saj_d that when the Comfort
er came it i'!Tould testify of him. Since the Spirit is the mind, the will, the povmr, 
t:1e intelligence, of God and Christ, it must bear Nitness to both the other per
sonages of the Godhead. In carrying out this function, it judges, reproves, and 
convicts those uho receive its ministrations, and Hho yet continue in sin and in re
bellion:: refusing to obey God or to acknowledge his Son as Lord, B.edeemer, l·iessiah, 
and Sav~_oro To those who accept Christ as Lord, and give obedience to his laHs, 
and ordinances, the Holy Spil~i t transmits his life for the :J oly Spirit is the 
power by Hhich Christ arose from the grave, and it is the power Hhich shall raise 
us in the resurrection. 

Hhen the life of Christ d1mlls ;;Ji thin us, the Holy Spir:Lt gives us assurance 
of our adoption. By it ue are taught to cry, 11Abba, Father;" 11 The Spirit itself 
beareth vJitness 1·rith our Spirit that He are the children of God, and if children, 
then heirs,; heirs of God and jo:_nt heirs Ni th Christ ••• H n Paul speaks of the 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



Spirit as the 11 earnest" of our inheritance -- that is, the dotm payment, or advance 
token, in promise of the greater inheritance to come. (Rom. 8:16; 17) \rlhen the 
Spirit has imparted its life to man, certain fruits follow to bear witness of its 
abiding presence -- 11 love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meelmess, temperance. 11 (Gal. 5: 22, 23) 

Latter Day Saints believe that the Holy Spirit is conferred by the laying on 
of the hands of the elders of the church, after the candidate has manifested his 
faith by repentance and baptism. Tbe converts in Samaria had been baptized, but 
did not receive the Holy Spirit until Peter and John t,.,rere sent to them from Jerusa
lem to lay hands on them. (Acts 8:15-17) Certain converts at Ephesus had been 
baptized by one 1r.i.thout authority. Paul re-baptized them in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, 11 then Paul laid his hands on them and they received the gift of the Holy 
Ghost." (Acts 19:2-6) Peter, in his sermon on the day of Pentecost, said in answer 
to the query, 11Nen and brethren, 'tvhat shall we do? 11 "Repent, and be baptized evecy 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re:
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 11 (Acts 2:38) There is a seeming exception to 
this rule, but it might be said to be the exception which proves the rule. 1>hen 
Peter preached to Cornelius and his gentile friends, the Holy Spirit was given to 
them before baptism as a witness to Peter that the gospel was for the Gentiles as 
vrell as for the Jews; but note that Peter 1 s first command follot-Jing this experience 
uas that those who had thus been exceptionally blessed should be baptized, in the 
name of the Lord. 

Latter Day Saints do not believe for a moment that they have a monopoly on the 
Spirit of God. As we have already pointed out, that Spirit is omnipresent. The 
Spirit enlighteneth every man vJho comes into the 1vorld. 11 To ever;y man is given a 
gift by the Spirit· of God." 11 The Spirit of God is given to every man to profit 
withal. 11 But there is a special sense in tvhich the Spirit is given as an abiding 
Comforter, Advocate, Counsellor, Strength-giver. We believe that this gift is re
served for those who make themselves w-orthy through faith, repentance, and baptism, 
followed by the laying on of hands. Rubber 1-Jill not conduct electricity; neither 
1-Jill sinful flesh receive or conduct the Spirit. Only as sin is forgiven through 
repentance and an authoritatively administered baptism, can man be made capable of 
receiving the Spirit of God. Only as the Spirit lives within us, imparting Jeaus 1 

life to us, can live continue to overcome and go on to perfection. 
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