ALETTER ON THE LATTER-DAY
WORK OF THE LORD. NO. 2.

“ Byt THOUGH WE, OR AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN, PREACH ANY OTHER
GOSPEL UNTO YOU THAN THAT WHICH W1 HAVE TREACHED UNTO YOU,

LET HIM BE: ACCURSED.— Gal. 1.

Come with me now, to the day of Pen-
tecost,: when the disciplesof Jesus - were
&1l with one accord: in:one plate, - And
uddenly there:camea sound from heaven
as'of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled
the'whole ouse where they weresitting.
And there appearduntothem cloven ton~
gues likeas of fire; and it sat:upon each
of them. "And they were filled with the
Heoly. Ghost,-and began to -speak with
other tongues; as the Spirit gave them
utterance. Ses Acts 2: 1-4. Peteryou
remember,: being :filled  with the Holy
Ghost, preached to thie assembled multi=
tude, ‘Christ and Him: crucified - *“#nd
they: being pricked in- their hearts said
unto Peterand the test uf the apostles,
men ' and brethren ‘what shall we do
Now as this is'the first question asked by
every truly ‘awakened’ soul;will we not
do well'to: heed the reply 2 Peter, let us
remember, wasfilled with the Holy Ghost,
the pron:ise-of the Father which was to
bring all things to- their remembrance,
whatsoever the Savior had taught them,
and wag ‘to’ guidethem  into &l truth.
Think youthat Peter was, or was not
able to answer 7 Let us see: **Then Peter
said-unto them, Repent, aud be baptized
every: one of syourin:the name of ‘Jesug
Christ, for the remission of your sins, and
yeshallreceive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
For theprdmise izunto you, and to your
children; agdto all thatare afay off, even
ag'many-asthe Lord our God shall'call.”
Acts:2:.88,39.

Now: then dear ‘\I-hme is the plain
direction oi'the'ingpired apostle.: ~They
believed his words; therefore they believs
ed Christtobe the Son-of God:
of their'being prickedin their learts; and
asking what'shall we do, is' ¢vidence of
this. . Faith already existing, Peter com-~
mands then to:repent. and. be baptized
for the remission of their sing, and they
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Why is it my friend; that these plainand
impearative dn‘ectlons of thd apostle,
have been taken withi'such lutitude by
the‘churches of this day ¥ None of them
pretend to deny that immersion was the
apostolic mode-of baptism. ~ The Bon of
God demanded:-baptism at thedbands of
John; and when Johirforbade: Him; Lie
says, v« Sufferiit to'be so now; for-thus it
becometh us to fulfill -l righteoisness.”

Jesus, the immaleulate Sowof God; buried:

the fact

8..

beheath the watevs of Fordony in o'derto:
do the will of His Father, and yet for you:
and-I'sin cursed and guilty miortals, the
sprinkling of a few drops-in infancy
(when we have no-sins-to: be:forgiven,
and know pot rightfrdm wrong, muchless:
know how. to repent) or'thepouring of:a
little upon our heads, is'suffictent,*Oh? my
friend, when I contemplate the character:
and life: of Christ; wheti'I yeflsct that
He was sent to- be an example foriis; T
feel to exclaim;, would to'God that Paul:
were here ay this day, to-preach to:thig
people; as he did tv the Galatidns, surely
they would hear him i+ But to ‘my soub
comes. the solemn: answer ¢ They have:
Moses and: the prophets,-1ét them heat:
them,; if they hear'not-them, neither will
they be persuaded, thovgh one ros¢: from
the dead. - Truly in plaitiness is the gospel
given, but'men love not-such simplicity:
It may have been mecesunry for the:pure
and-holy Jesus, butit:is'not for them. Ja=
sus was buried in baptism; and expressly
stated, it was to fulfill all vighteousnessy: but
they have discovered His'mistake; they
have found an open door, where noportes
of God stands to-admit them.  True they
diad it by trampling under foot: Higcom=
mandments; but'then'so: they~ get safely
in, what will it matter?'’ So-doubtless
thought. oneof old; who had not on'thy
wedding garment: . Did it or dld it not.
niatter to him:

Jesus says ©1 im the way, the trufh
and the: hfe, no man cometh’ unto the:Fa-
ther butbyme.” “Heaven and earthi shall
pass away, but my ‘word-shall not pass
away.””: ¢ He that believeth and is baptised:
shall be'saved and he that believeth'net
shall be-damued.” . Here:we plainly see

hat believing is not snﬁczent for salvation,
thouwh not to believe, issufficient forcon-
demna.tlon We may believe forever; that
Jesus is the Son of God; yet:it will'avail
us nothing, for the Savior ‘expressiy: des
elares, “Not every oné that saithddtome
Lord; Lord, shall enterinto the Kingdom!
of God, but ke that' doeth #he will of my
Father who i in heavens?”’ TurntoAects
10°¢.and you will there raad; ¢ thers was
2 certain man in: Cesaren; called Cor
Tius, & cesturion of the band ecslied the
Ttaliari-band; s devout many and-one that
feried God’ with all his houseywhich gave
much alms totthe: people, and prayed to
Godalways:’ Hesswinvision evidentlyy
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#bout the ninth hour of the day, an angel
of God coming into him; and saying ugo
him, Cornelius. Andwhen he looked on
him, he was afraid, and said, What is it,
Lord? And he said nnto him, Thy pray-
ers and thine alms are come up for u me-
morial before God. And nuw send men
to Joppa, and call for one Simoén, whose
snrname ig Peter: IIe lodgeth with one
Simon a tanner, whose house is Ly the
mea-side: Ae shall tell thee what thou otghtest
to do,” Acts 10: 1-7.

Now bear in mind that the character
of Cornelius—a devout man, one who feared
God, and who gave much alms lo the people,
and prayed to. God always : even altuining io
the ministration of angels : whose prayers and
alms came up to God for @ memorial. Bear
this in mind I say, and then listen to
Peter, while he makes his defense, before
the Jews, who thought salvation was for
them only. Affer relating the vision of
Cornelius to them, he gives the words of
the angel thus, «“Send men to Joppa and
call for Bimon, whose surname is. Peter,
who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all
thy house shall be saved.’? Acts 11: 12, 18.
What, can it be possible, that ocne should
walk so uprightly before God, as that the
angels of God should be hisministers, and
not be saved? Surely =t this time, should
we know of one sojust; wemight well de-
sire, (as the young man who cams to
Christ) to know what was yet wanting!
Let us see, what it is that Peter shall tell
him, for bear distinctly in mind that Peter
wag sent to tell him words whereby he and
his house should be saved. If you will
turn to the chapter dear M-——and read it
in full you will see that Peter first preach-
ed Christ and Him crucified, then belief
upon His name; and after the Ho**’ Ghost
had bsen poured-out upon them, 4 Peter
commanded them to be baptized in the name of
the Lord.” Acts 100 48, ° Now when you
havereflected upen this my friend, and
donsider: that one:half of the christian
world, hold it a% being of no wmporiance,
whether a believer be. baptized or not,
answer me then, why did Peter commana’
buptism, even afier the Holy (r]LOsl Jell upon
them?

Perhaps by this time’you are ready to
ask, in what respect do the Latter-Day
Saints - differ from theé other churches?
We all believe in Christ; and in repen-
tance ; many also believe in baptism by
immersion, and hold baptism as u saving
ordinance, I cannot see that you do- any
wmore, only claiming a prophet for a lead-
er,-which is t0 say the least, very unlike~
iy.. If you differ from the churches, in
what-does the difference consists ?

My.dear friend, if you will study the
organization of the apogtolic church-—the

chureh of Christ in the days of'its purity,

gud tell ms-the difference bebween - that

)

chureh aud the churches of the presest
day, then will your question be answéred.
Let us then for n mement, refer fo the or-
ganization of this church. Turn to 1
Cor. 12: 28, and you will read: ** God
halh set some in the church, first apostles,
secondarily pronhet th;rdly teachers;
after that miracles, then gifts of healmg,
belps, governments, diversitied of ton
gures.”  Observe dear M— Who hath set
these in the chuareh, for here is the firat
great distinguishing featuve, between the
Church of Christ, and the churches of
the day, which we hold are not of Chris
and as we shall presently show, by:tl
word of God and by their own donfession;
have not' within théir pale, from:the high=
est archbishop, to the humblest pagtor: of
the village flosk, a gingle legaliy authorize
ambasgsador of Christ. -Far would it be
from me to say this, my friend, did Lnot
know it fo be true, arnd in accordance
with God’s words. - Many of them I know
are honest, cousmeutious men, men who
exert; so far as morality s concerned, &
vast influence for good; but:as far da:the
power of God is concerned, if youask them
inregard toit, they would be either griev~
ed or indignant, were you to doubt theis
suthority ; butthey would be mueh more
80; did you for a moment suppose, they
had authority in the only way the Bibls
declares it can be obtained ; namely, by di-
reci revelation from Godsy Hear what Paul
gaysin his letter to the Heb. 5: 4, “no
man taketh this-honor unto himself, but
he that is called of God, as was Aaronz
30 also Christ glorified not himself to be
made an high priest; but Ife thatsaid an-
to Him, Thou art my Son, this day have I
Yegotten thee.”

Can. any thing be plainer than this?
Noeman taketh this honor unbo: himself:
Even the Son of God, in this;ras-in all
else, submitted to the will of His Father.
The apostie says: < God hath set some
in the ciureh,” and that he did not dele-
gate to thein His power in this respect,
witness the coufession of Paul'in regard
to the source from whence he derived his
authority, aud further, he expressly de-
clares, they must be called as was Aaron.
You will doubtless remember dear M-
that at the time Constantine was seat-
ed upon the throne, the church had be-
come so-powerful, that he as the repre-
sentative of the state, sought her hand
in marriage. The teremony was celebra-
ted with great pomp and solemnity,: ;mc}
the name of Constantine; was crowned
with-honor. But alas! for the church;
her beautiful garments were sullled her
purity dc‘palted nud -though shé’ Uptild
clung to the form; the fmm was all she
had, for; from that-dayto this, the church
and all her daughters; have .denied: the
pouser of godiiness. . Thiz truth the Bibls.
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plainly revesls, gnd prafane history core
roborstesit.: : The chureh lost. the: power
‘onraccount of apostacy from-the: gospel
Paul preached, and because forgetting the

injunction of theiblessed Savior; they bes

canre ‘conformey o the world. ..Alas ! for
christianity,;: when: it becomes popular,
tpand. for: any-one. who thinks to inherit
the kingdom of heaven, when their heart
is-'set upon the kingdoms-of this: world.
Sincetheapostacy, andsincethedarkness
of the middle sges; history: fails'to-show
one, (Joseph Smith excepted) who even

claim to - have been called by direct.rev-

elation s of: God: to. establish :again His
chnreh = one who'claims to havereceived
his‘authority as: did -Paul, and: as Paul
teaches, was the only wayitcould he ob-
tained,  -Did Luther; Calvin; Wesley or
any of the host: of great and good men,

om time to time, shook Lhemaelves
¢ existing corruption;: and came

esi did-any of them elaim to have direct
revelation to guide them? I{ 501 amnot
aware of it, for in ourday, ibis consxdexed
& fit-subject for ridicule.

Search the Bible; and if you gan find
a single text in'it, which will support the
ministry.-of thepresen‘c day, in-theclaims
they advance, then: will I be more.than
happy, to know:where.it iz, . In England
it is-a commomnpractice among ‘the nobil-
ity and wealthier clags, if they have ason
who is notvery promising in intellect,
he must study for the ministry, and in
our own-eountry,‘how. often do we hear

the remark, when a minister preaches an.

eloquent germon, and digplays an unusu-~
al: amount.of - leavning and:eloquence,

What a fine lawyer was spoiled,” when
that man became o preacher, or whatg
politician he:would'hiave made Yesdear
Me=syouhave reard such vemsrks, niére
than once; and’l have hesrd them too; and
haveoften- wondered;
distinetion wag to be drawn; for'tiuly in
some-cases it would be & nice distinction.
Paul truly-foresawand wrote concerning
thig -ag you: will see. by reference to
Wim, 478 For the time will come, when
thiey will not endure sound doctrine but after
their-own lusts shall: they sheap-to themselves
teachers having:itehing ears: and they shall
tarn away their ears{romthe truth,and
shall be turned-unto fables.’ . Justmark
thig one distinetion; and.I closeuponthis
point. . In the apostolic church; #God
hatiy 'set some;’” here ¢ they have heaped
10 themselves teachers.” - Unto which are th ey
like, ‘the church of God or the c/zwches of
men {

Here then, asT before remm‘ked is the
first-broad-distinction, andisthe founda-
tion-of every error; and corruption:

Christ said unto His apostles: Goye
inta all-the-world, and preach the gospel

-eformers, andestablished chureh-"

where:the line of «
“eles:

toeveryereature. He that beleveth agd

s hapmzed shall e saved ™ huthe that

believeth not'shall be damned, Andthese
signs shall follow themthat believe: In
tay name shall they cast'out devile; they
shallspealk withnew tongues: Theyshall
take up serpents: and if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hart them: they
shall lay hands on the sick ‘md they shall
recover.” Nark 168: 15-18

Iere are set forth the swns by which

‘the belicvers of Jesus were tg be distinguish-
ed £

rom all'others; and we hold that if the
churches of the present day, have any
authovity from Him, they have also the
power: 1o do whatsoever Christ said His
apostleg should do; and if they have not
this power, then ig theconclusioninev-
itable that they are not 'sent by Him,
Here Jesus is nddressing “His apostles;
they are the ones spoken to, but thoge
who should believe on His'name, through
their ministry, are the ones who it is
here expressly stated, these signs-ghall
follow. " "We are  well ‘aware ‘that it
is' taught,” -that these,  weéré ‘for  the
establishment of the-church; ‘and ‘were
necessary for the church duringits infan-~
¢y, Hereagain dear M—is a'doctrine; for
which there isnot a’shadow of - foundations
Christ gave to His'churech; signg'by which
they.were to be known in the nineteenth
as well ag' the first century; ‘and-if they
have notthese gifts and'blessings, it ig an

evidence as clear ag noonday, that they
are nof His, and are acting without “ai-

Cthority's w very 'good réason for then‘ not'

being acknowledged:

In'l Cor. 12: —-1’ Paul'says: ‘fBut
thie manafestation of the Spirit “is - giwen to
wrofit withal. " For'to one'is given by the

“Spirkths word of wisdom: to another,

the word of knowledge by thesame Spirit,
To'another, faith by the same Bpirits to
another, the gifts of'healing by the same
Spirit; to <>nothel,\the ‘working of mira-
to another; prophecy; ‘to another,
‘discerning of ‘spirite; to afother; divers
kindsiof tongues; to another, the infer-

‘pretatiou of tongues; but allthese works

eth that one gud the self-same Spirit; di-
viding' to evexy man severally as he
WIL

From this quotation, two very 1mpor—
tait facts may be learned. : First, that
these manifestations of the :‘Spirit&re
given to-profit withed, and-secondly, that
though these manifestations arevarious,
it is-one and the self-same Spirit.. Now if
the churches of the day, have this Spirit,
ag: they profess to-have, where &are the

fruits?- «<By theirfruits(said the Savior)

ye shall know them.” :Either the Go

we worship must be changeab]e, ‘or they
have not His Spirit.: ~God is not change-
able, therefors; they have not His Spirit;
and not kaving His Spirit they sre:noue
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of His, therefore He doesnot acknowlege
them. ~Hear what Paul says these gifts
were for, in his letter to'the Ephesians 4:
12~15. ¢ Forthe perfecting of the saints,
far the work of the ministry, for theed-
ifying of the body of Christ:  till we all
gome to the unity of the faith, and of the
knaowledge of the Son of God, unto a per-
fect man, unto the measure of thestature
of the fialness of Christ: ‘that we hence-
forth be po movre children, tossed to and
fro, and carried about with ‘every wind
of doetrine, by the sleight of men, and
cunbing craftiness; whereby they'lie in
walt to deceive.”

. Ig there progf in any of this, that these
things were given only to establish the
ehurch? “Nay dear §-—and whatis more,
thiere iz no proof of such a nature to be
found hetween the two lids of the Bible.
Let us then see if apapt from what has
plready been said, we have any proof,
that . this Holy Spirit was to remain.
Uponone oecasion, when Jesuswas seek-
jng to comfort His disciples, whose hearts
svere heavy hecguge He had told them He
must leave them, He says: “And I will
pray the Father, and He. shall give you
another Comfortor, that He may ebide with
you forever. . John 14: 16... Inthe 12th
verseofthe same chapter, Hesays: Verily
yerily I say unto you, he that believeth
on me the works that I de, shall ke do
algo, and grealev works than these shali
he do hecause I go to my Father.”” Here
we see that Christ promised His Spirit ta
His disciyples? Peter upon the '_cl:,yy of
Pentecost hears witness to itz being the
Spirit promised ; and Paul after givingin
detail the manifestations of the Spivit;
bears testimony %o its being one and the
self-same Spirit. Now if the ministers

of the present day, have this Spirit; they -

have anthority to lay hands upon thoso
who have been admitted into the church,
for the gift of the Holy Ghost, and if
they wall uprightly, they lave a right
to elaim from God, the promise, for Peter
says: Yo shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost, for the promise is unto you
and.to your children, and to all that gre
afar off, even as many asthe Lord our God
shail eall.”

‘Now:my friend: let us for o moxpent
congider what is to be done upon our part
that we may receiveé this gift; and be en-
:abled to know that Jesus is the Son ofiGod,
for this the scripturés assures us; wg can
not: know, but'by the Haly Ghost.: . Paul
in 1 Cor.12:3, says s ¢ Wherefore  give
you-to understand, thatno man spesking
by the Spirit of Gody calleth Jesus gc-
cursed: and-that no man can say that
Jesus: is the.. Lord, but. by the Holy
Ghost.”” " Here then is an importantidis-
tinetian  betweder thoss who believe gnd

Sbnb pad

have not obeyed-the gozpely-and thaa
who have both believed and obeyed::
¢ There.are three.thatbearrecordin
heaven,; the Father; the: Word;-and: the
Holy Ghost: and these: three dre: dne.
And there are three that bear-witness in
earth, the Spirit; and the water, andthe
food: and thesethrée agree in ona, If
we receive the witness of- meny the wit~
ness:of God is greater.”” . TJohn 5179,
Peter tells us, b is necessary torepent
and be baptized; and then thepromise iy
ours, but none can Jegally bapiize: us,
unless they he sent of Gud, nor is bapti
legal, unless administered- in:the fo
that Chyist instituted,” Perhapsyoun v
say, did not Cornsiius receivesthe Holy
Ghost, before he-wasbaptized ? Lanswen
that he did; but the mere fact of his hav-
ing received it, isino warrant for 3
any one-else to hope or expect: it
must remember that Corneliuswa
tile, and despite the vision that Peter
had; hismind was still clouded with prej=~
udice, and he eould not, as it were, ¢oin~-
prehend how: salvation:could be ‘sent ta
the Gentiles. Buat-after God.poured out
His Spirit upowthem; hig lnst doubt was
sweptaway; und-he commanded them to
be baptized. . Yt was notiuntil after the
baptism of ‘Jesus; that the: Holy Spirit
rested upon Him, nox can we find a case
on vecord; save:Cornelius and hig house,
and ‘here the reason is.go- apparent,
that no. one who does: not:wish to, need
misunderstand.
When Paul came up. to Ephesus, you
~will remember, ¢ he-found there certain
diseiples, and gaid:unto-them, have ye
received the Holy Ghost?. . They said un-
to him, we have not-so much as heard
whether there be-any Holy-Ghost.--And
hesaid unto them; unto what were ye
then ,b&pr,iz»ad ?+-And.they..said-unto
John’s baptism.  Thensaid Paul; John
yerily baptized with the baptism ot ve-
pentance, saying. unto: the people that
they should believe on Him which should
come:atter him; that is onw Chirist:: When
they-heard thisthey were baptizedin the
name of the Lord Jesus, and when Paul
had laid his hands on them, the-Holy Ghost
came onthem, and they spakewith tongues
gnd prophesied.” . Take this.in counee~
tion - with tle-plain-direction given: by
Peter, tothethree thousand upon the day
of Pentecost; and like Paul we-may well
enquire; unto what are the churches. of
this.day baptized? . Heav:-what he says
when writing to. Timothy, .in regard: to
this class of persons; inthe last daysi.:
“Thisknow also, that in the last days
‘periloustimes shall:‘conie. . For menshall
be lovers-of their own selves, covetous,
:boasters, - proud,:blasphemers, disobedi-
‘ent to parents, unthankful, ynholy; with-
aral. affection,. truae-breukerﬂ’
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ers dncontinent; fievce) degpls

‘sersof thosethataregood;traitors; hcmdy, :
digh-minded, love\s of pleasure more

than lovers of ‘God i having a form of

‘gadliness, but denying the _pawer there-
2 Tim. 41 1-5

of i from. such'turn away.
2. Obl the: ole%rnQSQ of proplietic vision.

th present state of somcty betterh
lived in our day? To ong featu
this descnpuon however, T wwh to
your attention in par tmulfu Those
professing ehristians, for Paul expressl
states, they have the Form of godliviess, ‘bub
deny the power.
principle of christianity, the Spirit which

beaxs witnéss with our spnxts, that we "
 Without: the-~
Yived to hig privilege, and consequently

are the children of God:
Holy Ghost, neither you nor. T, nor yet
any one ecan say: that Jesusis the ‘Lord,
and with the Holy Ghost; all the gifts and
in ot Lh(, apostolic (~huxch will be

It w111 béno i ficult matter: n ow, to
determine  whereinitlis ¢hurches of the
day differfropithe Latter-Day Saints. We
holdthasthe, gospelin its. purity snd pow-
er.was restored by anangel;as John the
Revelator, foretold it would be, Tn'Rev.
14: 6~,,7,;Johnr says:-i¢ I saw. another
angel fiy in the midstof heaven; having
the everlasting gospel to pxeqoh unto
them that dwellupon the earth, and  to

every nation; and Kindred, and tongue, -

and :people, saymg ‘with . loud voice,
Fear Godjand give glory to him 5 for the
hour of hxs‘]udwmen is gome: and wor-
ship him that made heaven, and earth,
andthe'sea; andthe fountainsof waters.’
‘Byne anthori ity less than the authoris
ty of - God, and made known: by diréat
revelation; dare-any man preach  His
word, much:less organize and: establish
aveharch:--We-hold that ‘when on earth
Christ gave to His apgstles authmity to
preach His gospel;-and: to.ogganize Hig
‘church; and no church ean he His which
has ot the swme form and government
which His churchthen had, the sanre of-
ﬂcels, and the same ‘gifts.
“We worship a
same yestelday, tosday andforever, and
waknow that He doesmanifest Himself to
Hissaints in this day;even as He did
formerly; and-here is.the beauty of the
purereligionof Jesus; youneednot doubt
youwneed not be uncertain, inregard to
whether ‘you are in the true. way, for
Godis pledied to-give you nbnowledge,not
by the gifts and.blesgings hestowed upon
others, but:by His Holy Sypirit, bearing
witness with your spirit, that youshall
know:for yourself and not for another:
The world ery, delusion, fanatacism, and
smile upon. us: with: scorm. - Butoh! my
;fuend ‘whatigthat to-the soul; ‘that in
the solitudeof the-midnight homr, or in

: you that Paid could have deseribed .

This dear M-—is the vital:

“God unchangembly the'

dpon the bended knee, can feel
almost: as wvigible ‘presence,
ness with theirs; thattheyare
¢ inthe footstepsof their Redeom-
‘hrist said to Nicodemus: Thewind
thiwhere it Tisteth, and thou hear-
e sound thereof, but canstnot tell
‘wheneceit cometh or wither it gocths
every ong thatis Gormof the Spirit.: - Nay
feiend; the humblest folowerof God;

it helives'near to Him has o knowledge
‘that all the sophistry and lear ningofthe
. wurld combined; cannot take from them:
This is why they arewilling tosuffer pers
‘segution;and whysthey countasmaught
‘all slse, for the excellency of the Lnowl-

edge of Christ
Take a Latter- ~Day Sfunf (one who h'ms

been blest of ‘God,) take such persouns,
andisolatethem foryears. Let them: see
‘noone whoibelievey as they do; and let
them all this time'sit under the droppings
of the-most eloquent, yninspired sanctua-
Tyy and thenlet thewm hear that God has
dgainremembered His people i that way
off yonder, inanobseure place; He has a
few humble followers, upon - whom He s
pouring out’ Ifis" Spirit; and: not more
quickly didthedigciples of 0ld; leave their
nests andfollow Jesus, then will they leave
all and hasten'to be numbexed w1th Hxs
people. -

Tlié Savioraaidy “I a;nv man w111 do
His will; fie shall Lnow of the: doctri “irie, whieth
erit be of miewor of Godi? Oh L how broad
1§ the: distinetion between believing and
knowing. - Jesus has not left us comfort-
less, but has sent the Comforter, where=
by-we know when we are followmg Him:
The apostle teaches in Eph. 4: 5, that
thereisione Lord one taith, one baptism,
andin1.Cor. 1213, < By one Spirit:
yeall baptized into. one body.” - If this
thenis the gospel of (Christ; unto what
‘gospel:are the churchés of the present
dayremoved ? Many faiths, many bodies;

‘many baptismsy but they say ‘“so.weare

conscientioys therein, it does not matter.”

“Just-think of this doctrine for amoment

my friend. = The fullible conscience of man,
is placed-abive theplain rules of the pure

.gospel of God, which Christ sealed with

His blood: Jeaus saysiitIn vaindo they
worship me, teao}u ny fm a’ocmnes, the com-
snondrnents of msn fcEnteryein ab the
straight gate.” “Hethat cometh up any
obher way; the same is a thief and a rob=
ber:? I'do not ask youmy friend, tobe-
lieve as Lhelieve one momentlonger than
1y belief is gonformed to the Bible. But

1 doask yon to study your Bible, and if

youswould:be'a member of the: body of
Chirist, obey ths gospel; and then the Son-of
Godigpledyed toi give to you and to every

“one sordoing; a lmwwla(lge for. themselves,
whether the doctrine be of Him.:
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And naw a few words upon o
point, already alluded to, aud forth
1 will say adieu I refer to the express
declaration of Paul, in hig Jetter to Tim-
othy, ¢ You qud all that il live gadly in
Olrist Jesus, shal ysecution.’ - =P gy-
haps you will gay that the day of perse-
cution is past, that in 8 land of i
such as ayrs, na people would be.
cuted foy their religion: . Bvenihad as
the Salt Lake Mormaons have become, no
one persecutes thew : they are tolerated
though theip - doctrines are infymous.
Cheerfully will Iadmit the last statement,
forl knowthe devil takescaréof hisown.
But if you will go back in the histary of
this church, to the time when they were

a pure people, aud enjoyed the:gifts and .

blessings of God, you will seethem driv-

en from their homes in mid-winter, deli- |

cate women and tender children exposed
to the fierce blasts, without a roof to
shelter them, or a crust to satisfy tlheijr
hunger.. You will see them imprisoned,
pnd what is-horrible to relate, the flesh
gf . their  own brethren,  who had been
massacred, offered them as.food. . These
facts are too well established, to be suc-

gessfully contradicted; and this was at a

pime whean their worst-enemies are com-
‘pelled - to:admit; that it was only done
Jhrough prejudice a.udjeu,lousy of their rap-
idly increasing numbers,
T Qhy Missouri! inthe dark and terrible
da_{s of thy late conflict; when you have
een mf}.de to-suffer asno-other Statehas,
in thig dreadful war, when neighbor has
raised his hand against newhbor and
brother has songht his brother's life :
‘have yow-once called to mind the wrongs
and injuries, which your sons heaped up-
oninnocent people;: yea upon theipeople
of God? If yoyhavs not, then know that
God HEs ot torgqtten ity and into His ear
has come the gpy of HIS saints, and their
blood has beey, and shall still be answer-
ed upon your htate.

Andmnow-dear M——u youwhave: followed
me thus far with kindly atteption, and
perchance desire to know mare nxﬁon this
subject;.sendto Ii Mheen, Plano, Kendall
Co.; ~IlL;~and purchase-frem. him,  a
workon the priesthgod; by B: Winchester,
or.the < The Voicé of Warning.” Send
plso:for atract by L Sheen, iy vidences
t,haﬁ Joseph Smith was a prophet of Gad,”’
put above’all things search your: Bible,
and pray:to God: forlight.to direet you;
and justhere let me suy. {o you, that no
one ignorant of the seriptures, ¢an bea
Latter-Day Saint; and whatismore. there
is not between the two. lids of hhe Bxble,
from. the: first verse of-Genesis to, thelast
verse of Revelations, - atext-which does
not support our doctrine. - And.why?
fimply because it:is:the docirinesof’ the
Bible, the gospel preached by Paylyard

_the truth of the everlisting

erse=: 1

“pess”

‘Tight of truth, \vhlch

changeably the same; yesterday; to- day.

and forever, M. F.
- o
A Comntinnnl Yeed of Revelas
1iom.

¢ Behold, the Lord’s haund’is not'short=
ened tlmb ]C canfiot: saveneither his ear
avy, that’ it cannot” Wear + blt your: in-
' mes have: Scpemted betieen you and
P God; and your sins have hid’ his face
from you; that he will not hear.For youn
handsare defiled with blood, and your fin-
gers with iniquity ; ‘your lips have spoken
hw your tongue hath® muttered perverse-
Fam 5921, 2, 8;

' For, behold, the dav knegs shall coverthe
earth, and gross ddrlxmss the peop]e.. '
Isa. 60 2. .

Dyring the dark 'wes that succeeded the
emanated from.
Churely of Ohrist of Former-Day Saints; man
ny doctrines were introduced into'the world,
whioh ave certainly inimical to the God-?
given plan’ of salvatign. - A's that ¢hureh
dwenexated into a state of ‘apostacy: false
tmmhers, whom the -people” © heaped tg*
themselves,” gradually - inculeated - man-
niade systenis of soely @ ¢haracter that in s,
comparatively shors gime-niot g .vestige of*
the primitive churceh was to be'found. . The
faith of mankind drmlmbhed the giftsand
powerof the mspel began to recede, and
finally the chureh s.ml\ in a whu'lpool of
the: most abominable ‘apostacy.- Awd.as
lotig as mankind. guffer:themselves to-be
bound down and circumsecribed by: the
¢ precepts of mén,” just so long will they
remain enveloped in shat dark cloud:that
arose at the downfall of that ¢hurch, ‘and
which remained like a dark pall over-every
department--of - the. professedly: religious
world until:the year 1&30, [182%,] at which
thoe: truth-sprang-out of “the earth,-and
spiritual light from the eternal werld burst
in upon tge intelligence of men, and the
universal 'darkness. that- prevailed: for: go
many ages-over the ‘minds of ol wien, ‘was
interrupted by a flood-of divine light.

There were those: who beheld its glom-
ous beiauty, ahd appreciated its worth, und
obeyed its requirements, and began to. *‘in-
creage thieir joy inthe Lord.” - But to.rg-
turn to my subject. :

The sound of the glad- tidings of good
things, went-abtoad in the edl'th, and: the
leqmmate ordinances of thé same were ad-
ministered by divinely inspired men: And
is it not mournful to. contemplate the fuct
that this benign influence did-not continue
with men’; that the kingdomof héaven was
set ‘up in power, with its proper-charac-
teristics, and yet improcessof ‘time was
thrown  down, and not. a . vestige of this
beautiful structure-to be found ‘amongmen.

Now Paul-knew, by:the spirit of prople-

0¥y {for he could know in no other-way,)
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Balllng ey fitm Athe futh
: ire; dfver his departure;:for-he
qmd to Linrothy, ““the Spmm spenketh ex-
tin the Iatter rimes some:shalls
Y faitly, siving heed:ito:s
, and do»mneb of devile™. See

that & @i il

cing £t 168
1. 'l‘ml T . :
We: likewise adiscnvel,'fwthub thie.:

! oreat
«po:stle to the Gentiles wi :

§ rfhteouqneqs, pr()mpued i m 1
iollomnv charge to Tix :

e o wR,
“,,' and they shall turn
e teuth, and ‘shall
2 Tirﬁn. 4.7 2-4.

£ { 1e authonbv wah whxch
that apost}e spoke.. The plophec feafah
also: had o plain view:of this deplovable
condition of the world; asyou will see frofi
the quotations & head: of this article:
The good L,
taking his spnmml blessings fxom“xmong
rien’ thh( 1 just canse ()h no, " There-
fore the real'cause must reat: with man,
“Now,-Twant'to ‘take a brief view of the:
establishindent: of' thatssystem ~of “things
whicl demolished the primitive order of -
the church: ' Men'of reprdbate: minds and
corrupchmx ts entered into the fold, wolves
in the garb of sheep; and- not ‘sparing the
flock; thev brought: in-damnabile :heresies;
and through f‘eigned" words tiade terchan-
dise of the:people... By this nicans the in-
nocent and HHaHSQ‘EL‘le" became tindtured
with the gpirit ¢f antchrise, aﬁd the  gerin
of that .abominable apostate;: the Papal
Chureh, began gradually: to take root; and
the fruitsof the Spirit gradually disappeared
from  the earth: Afier:the gifts of vewvs
elation and: prophedy liad: almost entively
vanished from among men;there argse a
great contention: about those mantscripts.
which claimed 1o be the written word:of
the Liord, . It will be remembered. that no
volimg called the Bible - wis compiled at
the pemod of which:we write; butthe mans
uscripts of which: it in now :coniposed, or
which eontained the writings of our Bible,
Fod beer scattered here atid thex(, thiough
thechurch.

In order to settle the ﬁ,lrrientatmn in rex

gard to: what manuseripts. were of divine
authenticity, a council was: called to sit
ingjudgment upon the word of the Lord.
Phigtook place A. D 397, and  was éalled
the third Uonncil-of- Cuchan‘e “And thus:

poor; weal, wiinispired men had the. pu-‘

sumption to say, ‘‘ this is the word. of. the
Tierdssthat iz not,” and from the multitude

themselves teach-.

muss ot be charged with:

Full ;

s which haid bedit giver

for ruingrand icomfort,” by a sucs
cesai ropliets and: :q)ostl;es,t,ln'ouglt
ages few were. gelected-—hound intc

- and ealled” the: Bibley and: the
ation went forth fxom the hlasphe=
psiof that mother o
1 won-of seripture was. full,; that
sielation had foréver ‘ceuased; that
uitive portion. of the word of God
1 Hiey had selected, wis a sufficient rule
h.and practice.

o }No‘w, it:is obvions that thepeople of God

. But from Moges: to. the time of the fall<

~ingaway dff}hé'ﬂpoStOhG church, . by new

revelatigiti - The Wor(( ‘ofith ;&Lord given in
any pdSE age; Wis Never, cons dewd bv the
trug chdxch, acgnffcient rule: of fith. and
practice,. Thisddew: was not in harmony
with the rélationshipiwhich had always exs
isted between the. God of heaven and His
p‘eople tlerefote this.idea did not originate:
amiong - the: true: believers: At wus those
apostatesyof . whom #e: have spoken: thas
originated:tieidea; and by: them thig miss
to,km ideashas bLen tmnsmlcted to postem‘
Tvyand all those who left her communjon
walked in"the footsteps ofthmr mother;in
denying’ the propriety.: ot new: revelation.

te. you: aware, ye. Protestant churches;
that.your:notion with regard. to: the.canon:
of scripture being fdll; had. ity om.h atthe
rise of that chulch whch you 5o lustily
condem:

Thereformers fram thé.Catholic .Church:
are entitled. tomuch praise: for:the good:
influenee thev -exefcised ina moral point of
view, but as far ag the imuiaculate gospel
is-coneerned have thev not;.asa body, de=
nied the power theieof, and inhevited from:
their. parent, (the. Prlpd‘ bhurch,) the fatal:
delusion that divine ‘communications. to!
men-had terminated; becanse a. su[hcx,ent:yk
had - already. been given ?.-They not only
concurred with her.that the canon:of:sctips
tarewas full; but they suffered themselves
to sink dceperfsml into the mire of aposta-
ey, andactaally:coucluded that it was foo!
and therefore. they ageumed: ‘the re-
sponsibility of forming a new canon, leaving
oubsome, half a score of books that. ‘werein
the firsts

In the course of time another. daughter of
the Papal.Chureh; the  Lutherans; fixediupt
another Bible, and rejected: several bBooks
that the Lnglzsh daughter retained, She
lett-oub St Paal's: epwtle to the Hebrews;
the epistle of fit, Jude, and other writings
of. the New Testament . scripture. . Here
then we hive. three canmm of scripture,
proposed. tg tian. . Whith of these books
shall we receive.?. - It must be. remembered
that noneofthe compilexs of these three vol-

. wmes ofbunpture cluimed any divine direc:

tionsin theirrespective selections. It seemy
that they overlooked the.fact thatthe Lord
haddeelared, by the mouth of Areos, that He
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‘rwill do-nothing; bt le ¥
eret untohis servants theiprophie
He. has not intimated. thiroligh
prophets- whose: words” w8 “hav:
would be pleasing to THm:fok ariv sot
inspired men to gompile their digting
ons of seriptir®, and ther annouue
c=hlldren of men tlmt a's ﬁﬁ‘iuem‘ Wi

pcncewe that in conaequen iwof “tmn

ing the law, changing the mdmance "mdvx i
{716&11\11’1" che evexlastmv covenant,” the'
'chxldren of men are excluded fiont receivi

o disorlered stute'of Aty
- deprived-of: certain spir

xed principle, which m
ydbleas(}odh‘mself Th

fmg Wlwavs wx
i nite of‘every cu

ingithe gift-of the: Holy Ghost; sven “the  ing

Spiritof truth,” which will lefi‘i the human
mind into all truth and Jesus g4id it wotld
show:ithings to:come, This Would be a
pxophetlc viewof things, the eh]m ment of
whichi-is ot claimed by any seévtarian fra
ternity of which ‘we have any knowledge.
Now, ‘whiere thig influence iy not exerubed
over the minds of ‘men; they ¢in arrlveut
o definite: ‘conclusion 'as to’ whether'the

Lord accepts orvrejects their: cpemndns i

splmual affuivs. "Our Savior told the peo-
ple; in His dayy that'if they would obey the

Divine will; thm shoult: know of the doee-
But; 'says one,
“If any:of\fy‘ou Tack wig-"

trine: whethex ftwis of God::
whatds that'will'?
doniylet him ask of God, who giveth to all

men liberallyand ‘upbraideth not, and it

shallbe given him.” * Jas: 157

It is certainly deplorable to see mankind:

epnitinug to divide and sub-divide'into con-
tending fuctions; with the word of the Lord
a0 plain, ‘and’ casting ai - insule upou:the
same; by claiming it ds ‘the:man  of their
cotnzel
miedly of ‘contradictions as the ‘professedly
religious world present. then we counld heart:

ily enderae the skeptmal assertionthat it”

~byte1y

If=the” Bible  cotitained: siich*a-

tlm honor up(jﬂ thenme
not be Ilkelv to: bes*ow th

mthout being seledted and commlssm
through Hmn ‘eternal means; viz; direct
communieation by the: Spirit of prophecy,
and the layine on of thie lmnds of the pres-
See 1 Thin: 4 1
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