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SIGN SEEKERS.
BY ELDER L M. SMITH.

"Faith cometh by hearing."-Rom.l0:17,

In reading the lloly Scriptures
one is frequently brought face to
face with this stubborn fact: God's
wav of accomplishing his work is
not JUSt as the carnal or natural
man thinks it should be. And if
this fact is more conspicuous m any
one thing than it Is in others, it is
as to the manner in which faith in
the gospel of Christ is to be created
in the breast of man. Ins~Jiration
tells us that faith comes by hearing,
wh1le the world in all past ages, as
well as the present, seems to think
that faith m man is to be begotten
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by seeing miraculous signs and
wonders.
I take 1t for granted that you are
believers (nominally at least) in the
Bible, and shall therefore !lppeal to
1t for evidence in the investigation
of this question, believing that it
should be the end of controversy
on all subjects. If Paul was cor·
rect m saying that «f:uth comes by
hearing," then those who take· the
other position (that it comes by
seeing) are evidently mistaken.
Paul, however, 1s not alone, for the
Apostle James says: "Of btl! own
will begat he us with the word of
truth."-Jamee 1:18. It would have
been just as easy for him to have
said, "with signs and wonders," as
to have said, "wlth the word of
truth," and the only reason to be
assigned for hill not having said it
that way 1s, that he d1d not beheve
it that way. And if men are really
begotten w1th the word of truth,
they are not begotten by Blgns and
wonders.
Ou the day of Pentecost there
was a miraculous display of God's
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power, causing unlearned Galileans
to speak in languages tlley had
never learned, but the only effect it
aeems to have had upon the multitude of unbelievers, waa to cause
them to marvel, some even gomg
so far as to accuse them of being
drunken. But while they stood in
this bewildered, confused state of
mind, Peter stood up and preached
to them the gospel of Christ, the
word of truth, and "when they
heard these things they were pricked
in their hearts," (Acts 2: 3 7), and
began to inquue what they should
do. Hence, you see that while a
miraaulous display of power may
beget any amount of wonder and
astonishment, it takes the word of
tmth to beget a gospel faith in the
he~Art of man.
'
Peter;
speaking of the gospel go·
ing to the Gentiles, says: "God
made chowe among us that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the
word of the gospel and believe."Acts 15: 7. . H<3re, again, it is by
hearing the word that they believe.
Of the Corinthians it ie said:
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"Many of the Corinthians, hearing,
believed, and were baptized. "-Acts
18:8. Paul said to the Ephesians:
'•In whom ye also trusted after that
ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation."-Eph. 1: 13.
They heard the word of truth and
then behoved or trustei in Christ.
It Hl the word of truth with whwh
we are to be begotten; tho Cor·
inthians, hearing, behaved; when
they heard these things, faith and
conviction were begotten in their
hearts.
I am aware that certain texts are
q noted to prove that miracles have
been used in the past to beget fa1th
in some, especially during the min·
is try of Christ.
John tells us:
11 Then many of the Jews that came
to Mary and had seen the things
which Jesus dtd [raising Lazarus]
believed on him" (John 11: 45),
and that the chief pnests sought to
put J,azarus to death, "becaus~ that
by reason of him many of the Jews
went away and believed on Jesus."
-John 12: 11. "Many believed in
his name when they saw the mira·
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cles which he did."-John 2:23.
See also John 4: 53.
Before deciding that the miracles
hero is tho .sole c9.use of the faith
in those individuals, it will be best,
perhaps, to compare the above expressions with some that were made
to and of hl!l disciples. Just before
starting for tho house of Mary and
Martha, when Lazarus was raised,
the Savior said. to his disciples:
11 And I am glad ior your sakes that
I was not there, to the intent that
ye may balieve."-John 11:15.
Are we to understand that his followers were unbelievers previous to
this tune? If not, then it is just
possible that those Jews who be·
lieved, when thev saw L1lzarni!
raised from the dead, were not un·
believers either.
When Peter and John came to the
sepulchre, after the resurrection of
the Master, John went into the
sepulohra and "he saw and believed"
(John 20: 8). But you would hardly
be willing to admit that he was an
infidel up to that time. Again:
"When therefore he was risen from
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the dead his disciples remembered
that he had gaid this unto them and
they believed the Bcripture, and the
word which Jesus had spoken."John 2: 22. Were they unbehevers
in the Scnptures and in the word
of Christ until after h1s resurrection?
We hardly think so. But there
were some things they did no~ fully
understand and these, of course,
they could not behave intelligently
even though they wero firm believers in J eaus as the Christ. Now,
there were many in those days who
bad been baptized of John, who
were more than half convinced that
Jesus was the one of whom John
prophesied, anri who, 1t seemB, were
the intimate frienu!l and associates
those who believed on him as
the Chri•t. Some uf tlw~e, like the
nobleman who believed when his
son was healed (John 4: 53), had
fa1th enough to come to the Savior
for help in their aillictions, which
they would never have dona if they
had been unbelievers. Those mdi·
vidual~, on seeing his power over
diseases, evil apuits, and death,
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having already believed h1s teaching and the teaching of j oh:n, were
ready to come out boldly and confess him as the Christ. Hence the
statement: "They believed on him."
Luke confir:ms this view of the matter when he says: "And all the
people that heard h1m, and the pub·
lioanE', justified God, being bap·
t1zed with tho baptism of John.
But the. Phariseeg and lawyers re·
jected the coungel of God against
themselves, being not baptized of

him."-Lnke 7: 29, 30.
Those, then, who believed on
J erme and justified God by aoeept·
ing him as the Christ, whether before or after seeing his power made
manifest, were, manv of them at
least, those whom John had baptized, and could not, thEn'e' ore, be
classed as unbelievers. Hence, when
we read of pe!!lons believing on Him
after seemg the miracles which he
did, we attach the same meaning to
it that we do to the statement that
John saw and believed on entering,
the .sepulchre. We understand it

irLthe same sense as the Bt.atement
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that his disciples believed the Scriptures and the words which Jesus
had spoken after he had risen from
the dead. (See John 2:22, quoted
above.) The infidel has h~d as good
grounds for asserting that his disciples were unbehevers m the Scriptures, unbelievers in the words
of Jesus, and m.1believers m the
resurrection, until after the resurrection of the Master, as you have
for saying that those Jews who believed on him, upon seeing the
miracles which he did, were unbelievers in him previous to that time.
I am fully convinced that miraolea will not create faith in those
who- disbelieve the word, and that
they were never intended to do so.
'l'he Savior, in one of his parables,
speaks of a certain rich man who
died and 11lifted up his eyes in hell."
This man looked across the great
gnlf between himself and Father
Abraham and began to pray for relief; bnt on being assured that there
was no help for him, at that time
at least, he began to pray for his
brethren who were still in the land
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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of the living, as follows: "1 pray
thee therefore, Father, that thou
wouldest send him [Lazarus] to my
father's house, for I have five breth·
ren; that he may testify unto them,
lest they also come into this place
of torment. Abraham saith unto
him, They have Moses and the
prophets; let them hear them. And
he said, Nay, Father Abraham, but
if one went unto them from the
dead, they will repent. And he
said unto him, If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded, though one
rosa from the dead."-Luke 16:
27-31.
If Father Abraham understood
the situation correctly, those who
would not believe tho testimony of
Moses and tho prophets would not
b!llieve if they could see a miracle,
even the resurrection of one from
the dead.
And you will please
bear in mind that we have more
evidence than those five brethren.
We have as they had, Moses and
tho prophets; then we have in ad·
d1tion to that, the testimony of
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Christ and the apostles. And yet
we have men who will read in the
word of Chr'ist that ~hese ~:ngns shall
follow them that behave, and then
ask for a m.iracle to make them be·
lieve,
at the same time
that they are believers in Christ and
in his word. But the Savior told
the Jews tha'~ if they believed
Moses they would believe in him,
and so I think, now, if those sign
seekers believed the words of Christ
they wouhi believe in miracles with·
out havmg to see them.
That
Father A!naham was correct, is
proven by a number of examples
recorded in the New 'l'eatament.
IJuke recJrds one as follows: "And
he was casting out a dev1l, and 1t
was dumb. And it came to pass,
when the devil was gone out, the
dumb
and the people wondered. But some of them said, he
cMlteth out devils
B2elzebub the
chief of the devile. And others
him
of him a !lign
from heaven."-JJuke 11: 14-16.
Here, as on t,he
of Pentecost,
the manifestation of God's power
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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caused them to wonder, while the
more hardened ones declared that
his work was done hy the power of
Satan, and demanded a sign from
heaven. But it seems to have fallen far short of creating fa1th in
them; "Faith comeB by hearing."
Another case is recorded in Acts.
The lame man at the gate of the
temple htHl been healed. Peter and
J obn had been :u·restlld and were
under trial for the s11me.
are
told to step aside out of the council,
and the authoritiers reagon like this:
What shall we do to these men?
For that i~deed a notable miracle
hath been done by them is mamfaat
to all them that dwell in Jerusalem,
and we cannot deny it.
But that
it spread no further among the
people, let m1 stra1tly threaten them,
that they speak henceforth to no
man in this name.''-ActFJ 4: 16, 17.
Hera they admlt the mll'ac!e, but

are not convinced that those who
did it were men of God.
Again it is said ofthe Jews: "But
though he had done so many mir·
aoles before them yet they believed
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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not on him."-John 12: 37.
Paul says: "The Jews require a
sign, and the Greeks seek after
wisdom.
But we preach Christ
crucified, unto the J ewa a stumbling block and unto the Greeks fooliahness."-1 Cor. 1: 22,1lil.
The J ewa required a sign, and
even that had no effect on them; for
they believed not on Jesus though
he had done so.Jmany miracles before them.
And even the preaching of Christ to them was a stumbling block. So it is today to sign
seekers. Like the Jews, they demand a sign and then stumble over
the preaching of the word. Hence,
the more we investigate, the more
thoroughly we become convinced
that Abraham was right m saying
that those who will not believe the
word, would not be persuaded even
though they should. see a miracle.
Also that Paul was right in saying
that faith comes by hearing.
I shall not say here that all sign
seekers are the children of the
devil, but I will say this, All sign
seekers who are not the children of
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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the devil have suffered themselves
to be drawn into bad company. I
would not feel justified in saying
even this if 1 did not have anabund·
ance of proof for it 1n the Bible.
Jesus said to the Jews: 11Ye do
that whwh ye have seen with your
father. * '" Ye do the deeds of
your father. * '"' Ye are of your
father the devil, and the lusts of
your father ve will do.''-John 8:
38, 41-44.
He also says in verse
39: ''If ye were Abraham's chil·
dren ye would do the works of
Abraham." According to the foregoing, children will do something
like their fathers.
lf they are
Abraham's children they will do bke
him; it they are children of God
they w1ll follow hia example, and if
they are the children ot the dev1l
they will imitate him. Those Jews
whom we have shown to have been
sign seekers, are declared by the
Savior to have been the children of
the devil, and therefore domg as he
had done before them. We would
suppose, therefore, even if there was
no positive evidence1 that he too,
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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was a. sign seeker. We are not left
however, to mere supposition, for
turning to the word, we. find that
after Jesus was baptized and had
fasted forty days, Satan makes h1s
appearance and bsgina, as in the
garden of Eden, hli'l work of temp·
tation. And among other thing~,
when be gets the Savior on the pin·
nacle of the temple, he challenges
h1m to demonstrate that he is what
he professes to be, 'the Son of God.
And he does this in that bantering,
sarcastic manner peculiar to all
sign seekers: "If thou be the Son
of God, cast thyself down}rom
hence, for it is written, He shall
give h1s angels charge over thee to
keep thee; and m their hands they
shall bear thee up, lest at any time
thou dash thy foot against a stone."
-Luke 4: 9-11.
I want you to notice closely the
manner in which thia demand ia
preaeuted. "If thou be the Son of
God." As much as to say: I d9p.'t
believe you are. I dare you to try
to demonstrate it. Ah, ha! you're
afraid to try it,
You are an imwww.LatterDayTruth.org
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postor. If you were what you profess to be, you could fall down without hurting yo.uself.
You dare
not attempt it. He even quotes
scripture to help him out. But the
Savior simply refers him to Moses
and the prophets by saying, "It is
written."
Now, let us notwe the manner in
which h1s children presented their
temptations. When the Savior was
on the cross, those who were the
means of putting him there said to
him: "Thou that destroyest the
temple, and buildest it m three days,
save thyself. H thou be the Son
of God, come down from the cross.
Likewise also the chief priests,
mocking him, with the scribes and
elders,said, He saved others, himself
he cannot save. If he be the king of
Israel, let him now come down from
the cross and we will behave him. 71
-Matt. 27: 40· 33. The same bantering manner as their father. "If
thou be the Son of God." "If he
be the kmg of Israel." If he is
what he professes to be, let him
demonstrate it by coming down
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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from that cross. If he will do that
we will behave on him.
Well did
Lhe Savior say of them: "Ye do
the deeds of your father." "Ye are
of your father the devil, and the
lust of your father ye will do."
Are there any now who are doing
the deeds ot h1s Satanic majesty?
I have held three duwusaions with
ministers who preach "a form of
godliness and deny the power thereof," and everv one of them demand·
ad a sign. On two occasions I sat
by and saw mimsters of th1s same
stamp fix up a dose of arsenic and
offer to one of my brethren, saying:
"If the signa follow the believer
now, just drink this and demon·
strata it. If it don't kill you, then
Wfl will believe yot,;..
If you can
drink this without 1ts killing you, it
w1ll do more toward convincing
this people than all the preaching
you can do." Now, if the statement
of the Savior, 11 by the1r fru1ts ye
shall know them," 1s still true, it certainly reqmres no great.wisdom to
see whose children these ministers
are; whose deeds they are doing.
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The devil said, '•H thou be the Son
of God, cast thyself down from
hence." Those who crucified the
Savior saHl, "If thou be the Son ot
God, come down from the cross and
we Will believe you." And these
mmiatera say: "If the signs follow
the believer now, just drink this
poison, or restore to this blind man
his sight, and we will believe you."
"By their fru1ts ye shall know
them."
If these ministers who
preach "a form of godliness and
deny the power thereof" (2 T1m. a:
5) are not the children of the devil,
they should quit imitating him, qu1t
asking for signa in that bantering
manner that was~so characteristic of
him and his children eighteen centuries ago.
If they do not belong
to that fraternity, they shoulti not
wear the badge.
If you should be tempted to pro·
nounoe the foregoing too harsh,
please "''ithhold judgment long
enough for me to call your attention
to some of the compliments p!nd by
the Savior to that class of people in
his day. The firBt I ~:~ball notico
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runs as follows: ~<Then certain of
the scribes and of the Pharu>ees
answered saymg: Master we would
see a s1gn from thee.
But he answered aud said unto them, An
evil and adulterous generatiOn seeketh after a sign; and there shall no
s1gn ba given it, but the sign of
the prophet Jonas."-Matt. 12: 38,
39. What kmd of people does he
say it is that seek after a ,;ngn?
"Evil and adulterous." Is that the
class of people you like to associate
with? Would you like to be one
of them? You would not? Then
if I were you I would not join them.
At another time the Pharisees and
Saducees came to him, demanding,
in that same tempting, taunting
manner, a s1gn from heaven; but
he said to them: 11 0 ve hypocntes!"
Do you know what a hypocrite is?
It not,just notice closely the treachery of those Pharisees and Saducees
an(l you will won learn.
They
come to the Savior in that "goody,
goody," manner, pretending that
they wanted to see a sign for their
benefit-to convince tbem,as well as
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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for the benefit of the people standing by, but in reality they were
trying to get the advantage of him.
If he should show them a sign they
were ready to declare it was done
by Beelzebub, and 1f he should refuse, they were ready to say that he
could not do it; that he was afraid
to put the matter to the teat in their
presence. But he said to them:
"0 ye hypocrites, ye can dlsctwn
the face of the sky, but ye cannot
discern the signs of the times. A
wicked and adulterous generation
seeketh after a sign, and.there shall
no sign be given unto it but the
sign ot the prophet Jonas."-Matt.
16: 1-4. Here again it is hypocrites,
wicked and adulterous persons, who
are clamoring for a sign, wlnle the
Savior tells them that if they believed the teachmgs of Moses, whose
duwiples they claimed to be, they
would believe in him, and that, in·
stead of demanding signs, they
should search the Scriptures, and
believe them.
Mark recor.ds it, that when they
came and demanded a sign 1 the
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Savior sighed deeply in "his spirit
and saith, Why doth th1s generat10n
seek after a sign? Verily I say unto you, there shall no sign be g1ven
unto this;generation."-Mark 8:12.
Sign seekers, then, are not to be
gratified. No sign is to be given
to them. ~Not only that, but it seems
to have grieved the Master that
any who professed to believe his
words,~ given through Moses and
the prophets, should suffer themselves to get down low enough to
ape the adversary by asking H1m to
demonstrate his teachings by signs
and miracles.
Luke records the teachings of
Christ in regard to Engn seekers like
this: "And he was casting out a
devil, and it was dumb.
And it
came to pass, when the devil was
gone out, the dumb spake; and the
people wondered.
But some of
them said, He casteth out devils
through Beelzebub. the chief •Of the
devils. . And others, tempting him,
sought of him a si~n from .heaven."
-I;nke 11: 14·16. They saw the
devils cast out, and the dumb made
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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to speak; but instead of•being convinced, they declare that he did th1s
through the power and influence of
Beelzebub, and then demand a sign
from heaven.
But the Savior says
to them in the 29th verse: "This is
an evil generation; they seek a sign;
and there shall no sign be given
it, but the sJgn of Jon as the
prophet."
We see, then, that it is recorded
in four places in the New Testament, that the enemies of the Savior
came to him for miracles to gratify
their morbid curiosity m regard to
him.
But instead of grat1fying
them, he calls them evll, wicked,
hypocritical, adulterous persons, and
tells them plainly that they shall
have no sign only as his de!lth and.
resurrection after three days, shall
be a s1gn unto them. It would be
a hard matter to be harsher with
that class of people than the Savior
was. He undoubtedly had a very
poor opimon of 1ngn seekers. Satan
demanded a miracle of the Savior
when he began his ministry among
men.
Those wicked, adulterous
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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hypocrites kept it up during his
mmistry, and finally crucified him,
demanding that he should come
down from the cross, if he wa~ the
Son of God; declarmg they were
ready to believe him lf he wonld
only do so.
Do you wish to become a member of that society?
If you do, the first man you hear
preaching as the Savior d1d, that
the signs shall follow them that believe, just B!l.V to him:
"If these
signs follow the behever now, you
restore to some blind man his eyesight, raise the dead, or drink a dose
of poison without it hurting you,
and then we will believe you."
Satan will then give you the right
hand of fellowship and you will be
recognized as one of his own children. You will be known by your
fruits. ttWhomsoever ye list yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are."
Not only did the Savior refuse to
gratify those who demanded signs
of him, but be was very careful, on
some occasions at least, to keep the
matter from them. When he he11,led
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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the leper he said, "See thou tell no
man, but go thy way, show thyself
to the priest, and offer the gifts
that Moses commanded for a testimony unto them."--Matt. 8: 11.
When he healed the two blind men,
he stud, "See that no man know it."
-Matt. 9: 30. 'When he was transfigured on the mountain, before
Peter, James and John, he said:
"Tell the vifnon to no man until
after the Son of Man be risen again
from the dead."-Matt.17: 9. And
after he was risen from the dead,
Peter says of him: "Him God
rauJed up the third day and shewed
him openly, not to all the people;
but unto witnesses chosen before of
God, even to us, who did eat and
drink w1th him after he rose from
the dea1."-Acts 10: 40, 41. When
he ra1sed the daughter of J auus he
put the unbelievers all out of the
house. See Luke 8: 51-54.
When he came into his own country, Matthew says of him: "And
he dld not many mighty works
there because of-their unbelief."M.att. 13: 58; also Mark 6: 5, 6. But
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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according to many ideas, there is
the very place where hu1 greatest
miracles should have been performed.
His own brethren entertained that
opinion, before their conversion,
for they sa1d to him: "If thou do
these things, show thyself to the
world." See John 7: 3-5. Surely
the Lord's ways are not man's ways.
Man's way would be to perform the
greatest miracles where there is the
most unbelief; the Lord's wav was
to perform no mighty works in such
places. Man's way would be to
appoint a time and place for performing miracles and invite the unbehevers to come in and witness
them; the Lord's way was to put
the unbeliever out of the house and
then tell those who were healed to
"see that no man know it." Man'f!
way would be for the Savior, after
h1s resurrection, to go 11.round and
show himself to every body, to "all
the people;" the Lord's way was to
choose witnesses, show h1mself to
them, and send them out to testify
that he was indeed risen from the
dead.
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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"But," says onf1, «Don't the Bible
teach us that miracles will be performed in the last days to make
men believe?'' Yes. "WeJJ, hasn't
the time come for that prophecy to
be fulfilled?" Yes, I think it ha&.
"Then why don't you L\ltter Day
Saints perform n:macles to make us
believe?" Because that is not our
work. "Whose work Hl it then?"
We will let the Bible answer: 11And
there shall arise false Christa, and
false prophets, and thev shall show
great signs and wonders insomuch
that, if it were possible, they shall
dece1ve the very elect."---'Matt. 24:
2, 11.
:B'alse Christs and false
prophets are to do the working of
miracles to make believers. Is this
to be done to make them believe
the gospel?
Paul answers that:
"And then shall that Wicked be
revealed, ·X· ". even him, whose com~
ing is after the working of Satan
with all power and signs and lying
wonders, and with all deceivableness
of unrighteousness m them that
pe:l'lsh; because they :received not
the love of the trut}). that they
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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might be. saved. And for this cause
God shall send them strong deluswn, that they should believe a
lie; tLat they all might be damned
who believed not the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteomme~s."-2
Thea. 2: 8-12.
False Christa, false prophets, and
"that wwked one," are to work
miracles to make men "believe a
lie;" but faith in the gospel comes by
hearing the word of truth preached
by those who are sent of God.
This antichnst power of the latter days is further described b:y
John the Revelator, as a beast with
two horns, having the appearance
of a lamb, but speakmg like a dragon;
exercising aU the powers of the
beast with seven heads and ten horns
which preceded him. John eavs of
him: "And he doeth great won·
ders so that he maketh fire come
down from heaven on earth .m the
sight of men, and he decel.veth them
that dwell on the earth by the means
of those miracles which he had
power to do in the sight of the
beast."-Rev. 13: :1.3, 14.
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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Again he tells us that be •'saw
the unclean spirits like frogs," that
came out ot the mouth of the dragon,
the beast and the false prophet, and
of them he sap: "For they are.
the spuits of dev1ls working miracles, whwh go forth unto the kings
of the earth and of the whole world,
to gather them to the battle of the
great day of God Almighty."-Rev.
16: 14. First they are deceived by
the miracles of thia antichrist power,
and then they are gathered together
toJight against the Almighty by the
same means.
Is it any wonder?
Instead of searchiog the Scnptures,
as the Master tells us to do, and
trying to follow them, men bind
themselves with their creeds, deny
the power of God, and if any dare
to preach as thfJ Master, they will
cry out: "Just show us a signdrink Erome poison-and then we
will believe you."
The dey,l'
"laughs m his sleeve" and say
"never mind, my boy, I'll W(\
miracles for you.
I have quit
number of servants out now, w
spe01al business is to work min
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They will divine, prophesy, bring
up your dead friends, and even call
fire down from heaven for you in
order to make you believe.
Those
fellows who tell yon that the signs
are to follow the believer are 1m·
postora. The signs should precede
and create the faith. I have been
in the business for many centuries,
and I always work the miracles first
and thus create faith in tho~o who
see them. I have been very suo·
easeful in making converts, too."
So ho has.
But that he and his
converts will be successful in esoap·
ing the judgments of God, I very
much doubt.
There has been a
continual warfare from the begln·
mug. Tho sign seekers have been
for Satan in all this conflict and
will contmuo to be until the last
great battle is fought. There they
will meet their doom. The Revelator, describing this wonderful bat·
tle, tells us that he saw one, who is
1alled "faithful and true," sitting
pon "a white horse" and making
"ar "in Tigbteousness." His name
called "the Word of God," and
:~King l)f kings, and Lord of
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lords." The armies of heaven followed h1m, they being also clothed
in wh1te and aittmg upon white
horses; a sharp sword proceeded out
of his mouth, with which he 1s to
smite the nations. Then John describes an angel, standmg in the
sun and inviting the fowls of the
air to come to the supper of the
great God, to eat the flesh of kings,
captains, mighty men, bond men,
and free men. Then ho describe!!
the beast and the kings of the earth,
and their armies, gathered together
to make war agamst him that sat on
the horse and agitinst his army.
Describing the result of th1s confli'ct
he sara: "And the beast Wll,S taken,
and with him the false prophets
that wrought miracles before him,
with which he deoelVI>d tbam that
had received the mark of the beast,
and them that worshipped his
image. These both were cast into
the lake of fire, burning. w1th brimatone. And the remnant were slain
w1th the sword of him that sat upon
the horse, which eword . proceeded
out of his mouth; and all the fowls
were. filled with their flesh."-Rev.
19: 20, 21.'

Here we see that those wha are
with this antichrist power in the
last struggle against the Almighty,
are those who have been deceived
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and made to ''believe a lie," by
miracles wrought by false prophets.
And that their leaders (the beast
an·i the false prophets) who were
so willing to grat1fy this morbid
cunosity for the supernatural, are
taken in this oonfhct and ·cast into
the lake of fire, wh1le those who
were thus deceived are slain with
tho sword of the Master, and their
carcasses given to the vultures.
Rather a discouraging picture for
those who say they would belleve
1f they could only see a miracle,
but it is the beat that the word of
God holds out tor them.
"But," says on<', "I thought you
people believed m miracleij." So
we do, but we believe they are to
11 iollow" the believer, not go before
and make believers. If the Savior
had s::ud: "Go yo mtoaH the world
and work muacles in the presence
of every creature, and faith in the
gospel shall follow those miraoles,"
we might possibly believe. it that
way; but as he says to preach the
gospel to make believers, and that
••f:nth comes by hearing," making
the promise ·that certam signs shall
follow as the re~ult or effect of that
faith, we are inclined to believa 1t
just that way.

Thera is such a marked difference
between God's ways and the ways
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of Satan, that I see no excuse for
anyone, who reads the Bible, falling into Satan's traps. Jesus and
his servants preach the gospel as
the means of converting man, de·
claring ihat "He that 1s of God
heareth God's words," and that
those who will not hear them "are
not of God." That the gospel is
h1d only to "them that are lost,"
who have suffered themselves to be
blinded by the "god of thiR world."
On the other hand, Sltan opposes
the Savior, by demanding more than
the preaching of the truth. He then
puts it into the hearts of those who
are willing to listen to him, that the
preaching of the gospel is not the
thinJ! to make men believe.
lie
tells t'hem to follow his example,
and demand of those fellows who
::ue preaching the correct form of
godhness, and who contend for the
}'ower of the same, to demonstrate
their teaching by drinking poison or
raising the dead. He thus blmds
the mmds of them that behave not,
and prevents the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ from shining unto
them. And .when they are sufli·
oiently blinded, he sends ont his
false christs and shows them great
signs and wonders, makes them be·
lien a lie, by the means of those
miracles, gathers them togethe•
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againat the Son of Hod in the la~t
day, by the same means, and leads.
them on, to f1ght agamst the Almighty, ~s he has been doing up t9
that time, until the two powers meet
in the last great struggle.
Then
his power is broken and he lS cast
into the lake of fire. His followers
are slam and their bod1es devoured
by fowls of the air. They asked for
miracles and the devil gave them
what they wanted, and thus led
them to ruin and destruction.
My friends, take warning. "Ask
for the old paths where ia the good
way." Ask, "Lord what wilt thou
have me to do?" Ask, "i::lirs, what
shall I do to be saved?" Ask, "Men
and brethren whllt shall we do?"
Ask for the truth.
Ask for the
straight and narrow way. Ask for
the guiding influence of God's Holy
Spirit. But don't ask for miracles;
that l!l what the devil demanded of
the Savior. That is what the evil,
wicked, adulteroua hypocrites among
the Jews demanded of the . Master.
The frmt thereof is bitter; the end
is d0atb. The power of God is w1th
his people, but he never gratifies
\ign seekers. The children of Hod
re known by ~hen fruits. The
nildren of the devil are known the
me way. They do the deed!! Qf
'lir fathers. May Hod bless you.
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