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DY BLOUER W. ¥, SMITH.

" Beloved {riends, 1 am pleased to
have the privilege of talking to you
. this evening, and will oall your
“attention to a passage of scripture

found 1n the 29th ohapter of Isaiak,

the 14th verse, which I shall use as
the basis of my mm&rkﬁ, ft Teaag
as follows:

«“Therefore, belold I will pro-
ceed to do a marvelous work among
tuis people, even & marvelous work
and @ wonder; for the wisdom of
their wise men ghall perish, and the
understanding of their prudent men

- 8hall be hid.”
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. 4 have melected this passage of
Aoriptnre tonight as the foundation
for my remsarks, becauss we be
lieve that it outlines a work that
was t0 be accomplished in the day
and genération in which we now
live. That 1t refers pariicularly to
the work I have the honor to repre-
gent, and that the prophesy has
naver heen- completely fulfilled un-
til within the present century.
The prophst uiters the prediction
aboul seven hundred and twelve
yeard prior to the Christian era, and
in thus speaking he tells the children
of Igrael, or thoss to whom he ad-
dresged the propheocy, that at some-
time in the world’s history God
would perform a marvelous and
wonderful work among the children
of men; and in view of this thought,
1t seems to me that if this mar-
velons and wonderful work was of
sufficient 1imporiance to  engage
the mind of the prophet, « that he
might delineate or outline that
work for us, that i is of equal im-
‘portance that we understand it, and
that we give our attention to it,and

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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loarn if we wmay, wrex God would
perform this marvelous work and a
wonder, -

In my remarks 1 shall endeavor
to call your atiention to the fact

. that the prophet, in thus speaking,

refers to a work that was to be done
in the generation in which we Live.
I shall $ry 1o prove this point. . In

.Lhe’ attempt, howsver, I.-am fully

“

aware that Ishall meet with apposi-—-.
tion, even froim. professing ~Chiis- . -
tisge in the position .l shall take

relative 6o this texi; but all Task 18
a patient hesriog aud a careful-ex-

" amination of the evidenoes that may
~-heo offered in itd support.

4 remember of taking up a cer-

-0

tain work last winter. in which the

.author offered comments in relation

to many of the different prophecies
{1 believe Dr. Adam Clark was the
suthor of the work) and {, being a
little curious to know bie ideas in

- rogard 1o different portions of the
- Boriptuves, and especially the pas-

sage weo have under consideration

: ionight, turned to his cowmments

and found him trying to show that
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_ this. marvelons work and a wonder, |
“+of whigh. the prophet here speaks,

V -was performed away back yooder

shout-sightesn hundred years ago
m the work -accomplished by Jesus
“the* Christ, - That ' God performed
‘this work at thai time, and as evi-
dence in aupport of this theory;says,
Ay substance, that in cougsquence of -
Ahe wark ‘performed thrafigh Jesus
“Chrigt the wisdom of their wise wen
perisbed indesd as ndicsted in this

U texs, 1nsomuch that their wisest men

of:the time could -vot gainsay “the

~wisdom axemphhed in the poor, -

humble fishermen of Galiles chosen
by the Christ as bia servanis to
spread that -marvelous and wonder-
ful ~work;- aud - -quotes. Paul, in 18t
Corinthians 26: 28, where: he said:
V¢ goe your calling, brethren; how
that not many-wise men afier the
fegh, not many mighty, not many
noble, are ocalled; but God hath
chosen the foolish things: of ' the
world to -confound the wise; ‘aud
“od- hath chosen the wesk things
of the world to confound the things
which are mighty; and base things
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of the world, and things which are
despised, hath God chosen, yes, and
things which are not, to bring to
naught things that are.” This, and
other seriptures, was oited to sup-
port the argument that the work
done by Jesus Ohrist was in fulfill-
ment of our text.  Of gouse, I gm
willing to admis, and I verily be-
ligve that the work done by Christ
eighteen hundred years ago, was a
marvelous sud most wonderful worlk;
but 1 do not believe that-that work
came in fulfillinent of the language
of our text, from the fact that the
conditions surrounding s fulfll-
ment’ were not accomplished then,
nor did the people among whom
tod should perform this work, thus
spooified;. exist st that time. -God-
here says: ¢I will progeed to do a
marvelous work smong THIS FEO-
rrey” and if 1 prove that the ferm
i ; 2 not apply o thogs
he days of Jenug Chrigt;
1 i El gt then but
that they do exist i;:_ thig age of the
1 1 havs suflicient
proof for iny argument, have a

www:LatterDayTruth.org



6
prima facie case; that is, if wo are
-willing to allow that the prophet
wag right in-specifying among what
‘particular people God-would. per-
"formy bis-marvelous and. wonderful
"work :

“But that we may be prepared to
understand more particularly mow
'God ‘would pertorm -his wonderful
work, I desire-to impress -upon
‘ytmr mind the fact: that ‘he changes

‘hewce" always' “acte - just ‘like
"‘himself ‘sud 1f ‘we may asosrinin
“from ~ the history of ~his dealings
with * the "children of men iu ¢he
psst,” how, and by what' means he
has ever performed -any work he
‘bas ‘acoonrphished, - we - will: learn
‘something a% to the  manner’ of his
‘work in -performing the marvelous
‘and wonderful ‘work spoken’ of in
our text. ' -Tn-all or any work that
God has ever done for the children -
of m;en,’.wg.do not learn-of hie'ever
having - vacated - ‘the ' throne 1
‘heaven to come down and perform a
work individually,'or to personally
“do that' work, but 1n- every: single
‘instance he haw alwavs melected
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sgenis, or an agent, by, and through
whom he has performed s will.
For example: pleaze notice "the
“promise God ‘made to Abraham.
After bringing him out from his
father’s country into the land of
Canaan and promising him that he
should become the father of many
" nations, and that as the stars were
in number, so should his seed be in
multitude. He also declared "that
his seed should serve in cruel bond-
age for a long time; and in the
proper time the Lord would deliver
them. We pass down the stream
of time and eventually we find the
great-grandsons of Abraham migrat-
ing into Hgypt, and in process of
time - we - behold their posterity
suffering under the cruel heel of
tyranny and despotism-—glaves in a
strange land for hundreds of years.
The  time having then come for
God to deliver them according. to
his promiss to Abraham, he-gends
an angel as his representative to a
man by the name of Moses, seloct-
ing him as the agent through whom
he would work in delivering Israel,
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The martyr Stephen represents God
" ag saying to Mosea: I have aséen
the affliction of my people which
is 1 Bgypt, and have heard their
groaning, and am come down to
deliver them. And now doms, I
will send thes into Egypt. . This
Moses * * did God send to be a
ruler and a deliverer by  the hand
of the angel which appeared to him
_in the bush.”—Acts 7: 34,35, Thus
you see, God, in delivering Iarael
ascording to his promise; sends sn
agent—Moges—ihrough whom lis
performs that work. And as ws,
“in the history of the oase, bohold
Moses going out from Egpyt at the
head of an army, six hundred thous-
_-and strong, sccording to- the word
of the Lord: it came to pass
the selfsame day, that the Lord did
bring the children of Isvasl out of
the land of Kgypt by their armied.”
eBlxa 12:51.

Having thus leafned how God per-
tormied that work back there, we
think it sufficient {though we might
present other illustrations) to serve
a8 a key to golve the matter regard-

www.LatterDayTruth.org -
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nestions 1 think we
agcertain gomething wf th tims, It
has been aamii and I think  wisely
oo, that in readiug the Seriptures
if we will always observe the rule
to learn first who the spesker is, 0
whom he is speakiog, and what he
is speaking about, 1t will assist use
materially in solving what would
ntherwise appear as a very perplex-
ing problem. - First, then, God
19 speaking through the prophet
Isaish. Second, he iz speaking to
those professing to be his people,
and third, be is speaking about a
certain - people among whom he
would perform & wonderful work.
He spesks as follows, beginning at
the 9th verss: <«Stay vounrselves,
and wonder; ory yo out, and cry:
thoy aro drunken, bul noy with

may
8
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wine; they. stagger, but not. with =
strong drink. . For the Lord hath
ponred out upon you the spirit of
deep sleep, and hath closed -your
eyes: the prophets and. your rulers,
the seers hath he covered.. And
the vision of all is become unto yoﬁ
an the words of a book that is sealed,
which men deliver to one that ig
learned, saying, Head this, I pray
thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it
in sealed: and the book is delivered
to him that is not learned, saying,
Read this, I pray thee: and.  he
gaith, I am not learned. Where-
fore the Lord said, * % Behold, I
will proceed to do a marvelous
work among THIS people, even a
marvelous work and a wonder.”
Mark the phraseology: I will
proceed to do a marvelous. work
among THIS people.” This people
of whom he had just been speaking;
3 people who were 'drunken, but not
with wine; a people who slumbered
in deep sleep; a people who had no
- prophets sent of God; a people who
had: no God-appointed rulers, and
no sgeers, It was among this peo-
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ple that Glod should perform his
marvelons and - wonderful  work.
The Lord further specifies them by
saying that this people had remov-
ed their hearts far from him, and
that. their fear towards God was .
taught by the  precepts. of men.
Now if the people back there among
whom Jesus Christ performed his
work eighteen hundred years age
were uot the people thus specified,
what more need we ask in -proof
that this marvelous and wonderful
work spoken of.in our text was not
then performed? Let us see, then,
whether THIS people existed then or
not. We. will first see if they,
swong whom Jesus came, back there,
had suny prophets or not; and we
find Jesus speaking of Jobn who
had - preceeded. him, saying: “But.
what went ye out for. to see?. A
prophet? - Yes, I say unto you, and
mors than s prophet; for ¥ * among
them thac are born of women there
hath not risen a greaier than John
the Baptist.”. Not. only was John
the Baptist s prophet, but we-are
informed that the father of John,

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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—Zacharian-—wag | & prophet. See
St. Luke 1:87%, also 2:25-28, con-
cerning Simeon and Anna. - But the
work spoken of in our text was to
be aceomplhished when there wers
uo prophets. - Neither weve they to
ave any ralevs, that is, rulevs ap-
pointed of God. But that that peu
ple ’11(1 have sush; is evidenced in
the fact of Zacharias Cexeouting
the- priest’s. office betore | God.”"-~
Tmke 1:8. It ia also a faot that
Giod had mads choice of the tribe
of ‘Levi to sorve as his ministers;
and."decveed that: ~ ©The sceptsr
shall - not depart from:.Judah; nor
8 lawgiver from, between his fesi,
until Shiloh  coms.” ~Fhus they
had both propheis and rajers, A;’jdk
a8 we are told a1 Samuel 6
that «He ihat is now caLer’i "
nrophet was befors time called s
gaar,’’ and; as I have thns shown,
they  did have prophsts, what ba:
comes of. the argument that Christ
parformed the work that 18 specific.
ally mentioned in my text?

We might take thiz matter back
a little further; and in g0 dowg we

"

£

"'}
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learn that God, under the adminis-
tration. of Moses, appointed a
quorum of twelve, one from- each
tribe, and a quornm of seventy as
rulerg in the church of that timss;
and Micodemns belonged to the
gqnoram of ssventy, or in other
woide, wad & faembet of the Sanhe
drim. 1t was after this pattern
that Chtist ofganized his church
sleo sighteeni hundred: years ago;
but today we sie told by professing
Christiang, that <“We do not need
apostied’ or seventied now, nor arg
the ministry appointed of God by
revelation, for that is: done away;
bt those who have the desire to do
good, we eduocate for the ministry,
ordaint - and send - them out ~to.
preach.” B

Dear friends; it 18 a$ juss such-a
time as this that ths Lord wis i
porform  his marveleds work 1
think yon can ses the necesstiy of
the . Liotd performing 2 marvelous
work among the peopls of thenins:
teenth oentury, when vou consider
¢he fact that we are told: that «“The
awful voice of prophecy hias Hecoms
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silent and God has ceased to reveal
himself since he gave his revelation
to John on the Isle of Patmes.. No
more revelations nor gifts of in-
spiration now, for they are all done
away.” Jesus said: <My Kingdom
ie not of this world;” - hence, it he
has revealed nothing within the last
sighteen hundred years, what right
have men here to-assume t0 regu:
{ate the-kingdom: of God, or ach as.
his ambassadors, seeing that he has
gaid: ‘A man can take nato him-
gelf nothing, except it be given him
from heaven.”—8& John 8297
And Paunl declares in Heb. 5:4,
that «No man taketh this honor
unto himself but be that is called
of God as was Aaron.” ‘Aaron was
called by direct revelation from
God as may be seen by reference to
Exodus 4: 10-18, 27, 23.

Going back to Isaish azain, we
find, as wo have alrsady read, that
the people among whom God should
perform the work of our text, were
not only a people who had neither
prophets, rulers nor seers, bub that
they - should be ¢“drunken, but not
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with wine,”? they should “stagger bul
not- with sirong drink,” 1 conse-
quence of which the vision of aLL
should become as the words of a
book that is sealed. Now as the
words of a book that is gealed would
be unintelligible to us, so shouid
the vigion (perception) of all be in
vegard to the work of God while
thus drucken. The word A-L-Lall,
does not mesn 2 little handfull some-
where, but it means what it says in
the absolute sense of the word; for
it 13 1 consequence of all being thus
drunken that God does this work,
And that the time here alluded 1o
by the prophet was future from his
day, nay, future from the days of.
Christ and his apostles, is evident.
from the fact that John the Bevela-
tor describes the same conditions of
_things in telling the things that
Fod showed him, ¢“Which must
shortly come fo pass.””  Mark you,
John, while receiving the revelation,
was not shown things- which had
alrsady ftranepired, but the words
of the Spirit to him wére:- “Come.
up hither, and I will sghew =

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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things which must be heveaftor,”—
Reov. 4:15 1: 1, - And in beholding
those thinpgs that were to take-place
in after days, bo says:. *‘And there
came one of the seven augels which
had the seven viale, and talked with
me, saying unto me, Come hither;
Towill shew unto thee the judgment
of the great whore thab sitteth upon
many waters; with whom the kinge
of the earth have comumitted forni-
sation, and the inhabitants of the
earth have been made prunk with
the wine of her fornication.”—-Rev,
17:1, %, Here we find the propast
desoribing the same event that
Isaah speaks of in the 20th chapter.
«But,” says ons, *“the Revelator
does not say all the inhabitants of
the searth were drupk.” Ah, -1n-
deed! But let us see.. 'Does he not
88y, ‘“The inhabitants of the earth
have been made drunk?’ and the
definite article ¢ithe”  being used
in connection with “inhabitants of
the earth” implies ally just aglsaiak
said:  “The vision of all s becoms
a8 the words of a book that s
smealed,” cato, - ¥f-the position g
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correct that all the ivhabitants of
the earth wers made drunk, then we
can readily peroeive the necessity of
God’s zrising fo maintain his own
caues, -that the bride of Christ may
be ready when the bridegroom re-
turng; and we therefore turn o the
18th chapter, and the 3d verse
dsclares that <tAll nations have
drunk of the wine of the wrath of
ber fornication.” And in the 23d
verse he says: ¢Thy merchants
were the great men of the earth;
for by thy sorceries wers all nations
deceived.”  Now, the Latter Day
Bainte did not put that there; and
if there 18 any fault to be found
with the statement that all nations
have been deceivad, and that, too,
sincs this beloved disciple received
hig revelation on Patmos, we simply
roll the burden upon his shoulders,
while he in turn tells us that the
revelation he received declaring
that all nations should be deceived
—become drunk, ete.,-—was: ‘“The
revelation of Jeaus Christ, which
God gzve unto him, to shew unto
his servants things which must

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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shorily come to pass; and he sent
and signified it by his angel unto
his eervant John.”— Rev. 1: 1.
Now, John the Revelator and the
golden tongued prophet, Isaab,
agree in describing the condition of
the inhabitants of the earth; de-
glare they were ¢drunk, but not
with wine.” For further informa-
tion, we will read Revelation 17: 6:
“And I saw the woman drunken with
the blood of the saints and with the
blood of the martyrs of Jesus; and
when I saw her I wondered with
great admiration.” Drunken with
the blood of the saints and martyrs
of Jesus! Fox’s book of Martyrs
lays at the feet of the Roman Cath-
olic church the horrible crime of
putting to death in various ways
from fifty to eeventy millions. of
people. Thus it was that the
woman was drunken with the blood
of the saints; and by reason of her
power, both political and ecclesias
tical, 1n thas she held sway over all
the earth—Dby her ‘“orceries were
all nations dsceived.” Protestant-
ism usually interprets this woman
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to mean the Roman Catholis church.
She had, upon the forehead, a name
written: «Mystery, Babylon the
Great, the Mother of Harlots and
abominations of the Karth.” It it
is true that Boman Catholicism is
the mother of harlots (and Pope
Pius [X says: ‘1 acknowledge the
holy Roman Catholic church to
be mother and mistress of all
churches),” will his congregation
pleasse answer the guestion: <¢«Whe
are the harlots herespokenof?” Pro-
testants affirm the Roman Catholie
church 1o be the mother of harlots,
and Catholics agree that she is the
mother of all churches: In this
they are agreed; hence the harlots
can only be those to whom the
Church of Rome bas given birth,
And 1if they who have come out
from Romanism are harlots, surely
nons of them can oconstituie the
bride, the Lamb’s wife, hence tha
necersity of & recommitmens of the
gospel unto the children of men
which would indeed be, to the slum-
" bering - nations, & marvelous work
and & wonder,

« -www,LatterDayTruth.org
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Another point I wish you to ob-
-serve is, that lealah declares, of
those smong whom God should per-
form this marveicus and wonderful
work, that ¢“Tbe Lord hath poured
out mpon you the spirit of desp
sleep.” Jesus, spesking of the
kingdom of heaven, sgys: - “Then
sball the kingdom of heaven be
likened urnto ten virgins which took
their lamps and went forth to meet
the bridegroom, and five of them
were wise, and five were foolish.
* * While the bridegroom tarried
they-all slumbered and slept.” Now, .
while diffefences of opinion may ob-
tain concerning this parable in re-
gard %o pomnt of time, yet in one
thing - we must agree, if believing
the parable at all, and that is that
while Christ, the bridegroom, tar-
ried, they Arz-—the wise ag well ag
the foolish—should slumber and
sleep, which coincides perfectly
with the quotation just furnished
from Isaizh. If the sleeping time-
here referred to had 1ite fulfillment
in the ¢‘dark and cloudy day” when
s:darkness covered the earth and
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gross darknses the minds of the
people,” then our minds may read-
‘ily grasp the idea advanced by the
Christ, that, <At midnight there
was a ory mads, Behold the bride-
groom cometh, go ye out to meet
him,” as referring to the same
event that was spcken of by the
Seer of Patmos, when he said: <‘And
~ I'heard another voice from heaven,
saying, come out of her, my people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins,
and that ye receive not of her
plagues.”—Rsv. 18: 4. How beaun-
tifully this harmonizes the thought
that the ¢‘marvelous work and a
wonder” should be accomplished
just a Little while before the second
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ
to reign wiih his people.

That this matter may indeed ap-
pear evident, and without a doubt
in your minds, I will read a little
turther in Isasiah 29th, calling at-
tention in particular to the 17th
and 18th verses. They read ag fol-
lows: “Is it not yet [that is after
God should perform this marvelous
work] a very litsle whils, and Lab-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



2%

anon shall be turned into a frmtfal
field, and the {ruitful field shall be
esteomed as a forest. - And in fhat”
day shball the deaf hear the words
of the book, and the eyes of tihe
blind shall zee out of obseurily and
ont of darkness,”

Is it not 4 fact that for hundreds
of years, Lebanon, or Palestine, has
Iain 283 barren, dssolate and dreary
waste, refusing to the husbandman
proper returng for his toil? Have
not the raing which gave fertility to
the land, been withheld from Pales-
tine? Vet Louis Van Buren, Sen.,
writing, November 14th, 1867, says:
#14 i9 a fact that the rain and dew
are RESTORED; recently, in 1858,
the former and the latter rains were
resiored, to the astonishment of the
natives,”—8ee also Chambers’ En-
cyclopedia, Vol. 7, p. 11—Pales-
sine, and Dictionary of Bible by
Wm. Smith, p. 636, —Art. Pales:
tine, for similar testimony regard-
ing the restoration of the former
and latter. vain. Mr. Van Buren
aleo says iu vegard to the fertility
of the land: It 18 certainly a land
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of most wonderful fruitfulness with
a delightesome olimate, producing
everything, if properly cultivated,
and from two to three crops ina
year. They have grain, fruit and
vegetables all the year round; In
fact, I never was in such s couniry
betore. I have geen much good
gountry 1n Burops and America,
but none to compare with Palestine;
1te fruitfulness is’ uncommon, and
the climate the most delightsome;
sven in- winter I did mnot see the
least sort of fross, and vegetables
of every sori were growing in per-
fection in gardens,”

The fact that this marvelous and
wonderful work of God was to be
‘performad just a Little while before
Lebanon shounld ‘be turned into a
fruitful fisld, and the .still further
fact, of Palestine being recently——
within the present century—rvestored
to a “land of most wonderful fruit-
. fulness,” calls for our imquiry and
careful investigation, for it muaf
be apparent to all, that, if Palestine
has already becomse a fruitfnl field,
it is too late now for the ac

www.LatterDayTruth.org



24

eomplishing of the marvelons work .
and 2 wonder, I desire, for a few
moments, to examine into the views
of some of the leading minds of the
past, relative o the re-commitment
of the gospel unto the children of
men, that Zion might arise and
ghine just prior to the coming. of
Chrigt. I think that by so doing
-you will ges a better understanding
. of the points I desire to make.
First, Mr, Roger Williams, the
founder of the first Baptist Church
in America is represented as having
said, ¢‘I conceive that the apostacy
of anti-christ hath so far corrupted
all, that there can be no recovery
out of ‘that apostacy, till Christ
ghall send forth new apostles to
plant churches anew.” Thus we
learn that he realized the bemighted
condition of apostate Christianity,
and locked forward to the event
when God should -~ organize his
church after the primitive pattern
in gending apostles to do that work.
John Wesley was in harmony with
thiz view of Mr. Willhams when he
said, ¢“How is it that men, who can
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discern the face of the sky * ¥ do
not now discern the signs of the
glorious times, which, if not begun, -
are nigh, even at the .door? * *
What could God bave done which
ke hath not dome to convince yom
that the day is comine, [not that
the time has coms, mark you], that
the time iz at hand “when he will
fulfill this gloricus promtse and will
arige {0 maintain his own cause
[perform his marvelous and won-
derful work] and set up his king-
dom.”—John Wesley, sermon 71,

It was 1o view of this. thought
that he and his brother Charles
sang: Co '

“Almighty God oflove,

Set up tteattracting sign;

And summon whom thou dost-approve,
For messengers divine.

“From favored Abraham’s seed
. Thenew apostles choose:
In isles and continents to-spread
The dead reviving news.”

By this we learn that Mr. Wesley
believed that the Spirit giving life
and vitality .to the message of sal-
vation had fled, leaving that mes-
gage void of the Spirit, hence dsad;
but that that message was again be-
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: }ginning to revive; and that ¢the
day was near at haund” when God
should - choose & divine messenger
to set up-the ensign, and would
send forth mew apostles to spread
the gospel over the continents and
islands of the gea. In fact it was
not merely a belief with him for he
says, “We ENOW 1t must be donel!”
Not that it has been done, or ia now
being dons, but “We know it must
[or shall] be done.”  We astk, how,
Mr. Wesley, do you know that?
And be answers:

“We know it must be done, .
For God hath spoke the word.

All Israel shall the Savior own,
To their first state restored.

*‘Send then thy servants forth,
To call the Hebrews home;
From east and west, from south and north,
Let all the wanderers coms.” ;
Seeing, then, that Mr. Wesley an-
gicipated the marvelous work and a -
wonder, we come down the stream
of time still further, and we find"
Alexander Campbell—the founder
of the Disciple chureh—aaying, “At
evening time thera shall be light.
The primitive gospel, in its efful-
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gence and power, is yet to shine out
in its origmnal splendor to regenerate
the world.” According to this, Mr,
Campbell recognized the fact of
‘there having been a great apostacy,
insomuch that the ¢‘primitive gos-
pel,” or gospel, of Christ, did not
then manifest itself, elther in its
sgffulgence” and glory, nor did the
“spower” attending the primitive
gospel then appear. But the gos-
pel with all 1ts attendant blessings,
its effulgence and power 18 ¥ET %0
ghine out in its original splendeor,
and thaf, too, “‘to regenerate the
world.” Seeing then that those
men looked for God to manifest
himself 1n the setting up of the en-
sign, we must look elsewhere for 1t;
and as it was to take place prior to
the time of .the reaforation of Pal-
estine, let us see if we oan find
when and where that work was to
bedone. And passing down through
the line of all the reformers we fail
to find them even making the claim
of a restoration of the primitive
gospel, or being the agents selected
of God by and through whom hs
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_would perform kis marvelous and
wonderful work. :
Martin Luther Iefs -the Romsn
Catholic church becausge of ita cor-
ruptions, and in the work accomp-
lished by him he never makes a
claim to inspiration, nor that God
had chosen him by special appoint-
ment to usher in the marvelons and
wonderful work of God. In facs;
the work performed by Mr. Luther
was precipitated im consequence of
the unholy methods of the Roman
Hierarchy of obtaining means for
the completion of 8t. Peter church
—at Rome. His holinese, the poye,
had commissioned & man by the
name of Tetzel to travel and eell
indulgences, the -~ purchasers of
which were licensed to commit any
orime they might desire, the penalty
of the sin being revoked and abgo-
lation granted by the pope—all this
for a money oconsideration—the in-
iquity of which aroused the percep-
tion of Mr. Luther, and he 2% once
get about to ocorrect this nefaricus
practiocs, and his work of reforma-
tion culminated in his ninty»ﬁve'
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propositions whioh he constantly
upged agalnst that church antil his
death. .1t was not becanse God
had vevealed to him that he
should gerve as his agent in bring.
ing about hig marvelous and won:
deri’ul work,that he acted ag he-did,
but bsecause his better judgment re:
helled againgt the unhely principles
practiced under the sacred garh of
roligiou. But when the Lord should
perform his ““marvelons work and a
wonder,” ho must.-have a prophet
on the earth unto whom he can
make manifest his will 1n the super-
vision of that work, for “Surely
the Lord God will do nothing, but
he revealeth his secrets unto his ser-
vaute, the prophets,” (Amos 3: "),
which is pruma facie evidence that
the marvelous and wonderful work
of our fext was not accomplished
under the admunistration of M.
Lather, and what will apply to him
in thia line, will apply to all the re:
formars, for none of them oclaimed
that God delegated spesial power
aad authority to them to serve as
hig agente—prophets—in the bring-
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ing about of 80 great a work.,  Kven
the great Wesley said, in 1739, 1e-
specling .the .infant . chureh which
now bears his name: ¢“3uch a so-
ciety is no other than.s company of
men having the form and seeking
the power of godliness, united in
order to pray together, to receive
the word of exhortation, and to
watch over one another in love, that
they may help each other to work
onf their salvation,”

Roger Williams is represented as
having said, in 1652 (years after he
organized the Baptist Church in
America): *In the poor small epan
of my life, I desired to have been a
diligent and consiant observer, and
have been myself many ways en-
gaged, in city, in country, in courts,
in schools, in universities, 1n church,
in Old and New England, and yet
I cannot, in the holy presence of
God, bring in the result of a satis-
factory . discovery, that either the
begetting ministry of the apostles
or messengers to the nations, orthe
feeding “or nourishing ministry of
teachers, according to the first mati-
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tution of the Lord Jesus, smk vEY
RESTORED AND EXTANT.” And one
of his biographers gays, “He denied
that any ministry now exiats, which
1§ anthorized to preach the gospel
to the impenitent or to administer
the ordinances. -He believed that
the junoctions belonged to the apos-
tolio race of ministers which was-in-
terrupted and discontinued -when
the reign of anti-ehrist commenced;
and which will not, as -he.thought,
be restored, till the witnesses, {See
Rev. 11:11), shall bave been slain.
and rige again.”” Thus you'ses; my
friends, that according to the state-
ments of those men the re-commit-
ment of the gospel was confidential-
ly believed as a work to be estab-
lished tarther down the siream- of
time, As -we have observed, ac-
cording to the propheoies, the ¢‘mar-
velons work and 3 wonder,” should
be eatablished just =z liftle while
prior to-the time when -Palestine
shonld <“*be turned into s {ruitful
field,” and the faot of Palestine’s
frmitfulness  and fertility having
heen restored calle for that work
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now as having been already begun,
or else we must reject: the prophe-
cies, which we can ill' afford to do,
Henee, without offering any apology
for the following, I desire to. tell
you that = litile beiter than sizty
vears ago,in the atats of Naw York,
an nnlearned, illiterate oy, of about
seventsen years of age, declared in
the face of all the opposing: forces
which were brought to bear against
hizii; that an angel had coms to him-
in fulfillment of Revelation 14: 6,7,
and declared to him that the time
for fnlfilling the covenant. which
God made’ with .ancient Israsl con-
cerning their posterity; wadat haad;
that the graat preparatory work for
thé sesond coming of the Messiak~
war spaedily t0 commenocs~=thal the
tinte wag st hand for the gospel; 1
its fullness, to be presched 1n powes
wnto  all nations, that a  people
might be prepared with faith snd
rightecusness - for ihe - millenial
reign of anivarsal peace and foy,
and:that he was the chosen instras
mignt in the hand of God to usher
ii'the dispensation of the fullness

www.LatterDayTruth.org



SO

of times when the Liord should pour
out his Spirit upon all flesh; that
Jerusalem was to be rebuilded, and
the dispersed of Judah should be
gaﬂ}axsfi to their own  land, au'l

Q
=gl
=
D d
D
=

© ;
apon the purs in ham’r K
hundred years ago.
man’s naie was Jnseph %mnth
“Ah, thers,” mays one;, ¢you- have
gpoiled all you havs praviously said,
by referring to that man. . Why;
ho was & base fraud, a deceiver, a
villian and altogether an unsortipw
ious man.,” Bat hold, desr frisnds,
for g liftle whils, and let me ask
you; Who iz 1t that Bays he'was
snch & base impostor? I8 it his
friends or hiz enomiss? Ifitis hig
ensmiee, lot me ask: Whick one ot
you would fesl willing that T shonld
eraet ag the standard the sayings of
your ememiss by which to jndgs
yoa? Would you be willing that 1
ghould take the stafements of your
avowed enemies and jadgs youby
those atatemients?  If not, why
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should you judge Joseph Smith by

such & rule——the statements of his
enemies? The enemies of Christ

sald he was a bad man; and of the

apostles-it was said, by their ene-

mies, that they were ¢daring and
arrogant,” enemies to public  tran-. .
quility -and exciters to -civil wars
and contentions, haters of mankind; .
and their doctrine was. called a de-
structive saperstition.”—Mosheim,
vol. 1, p. 738, _If we are not will-
ing to judge Christ and his apostles
by the statements-of their enemies;
would it not be the better way: to.
examine . the .teachings of Joseph
Smith, rather than to hearken. to
what Mrs. Grundy said that Deacon
Snifiles said that his aunt Jerusha
Jane told him that her grand-
mother’s- annt’s ocousin lived:-in-a
neighborhood where. there was: a
man who. said Joseph Smith . went
to school with him and that -he was
a bad fellow? This <He said, that
she gaid, thay I said, that you said
that-they said that somebody - else
said,” -is getting. a little too stale
for iniclligence to be blended with,
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and hence, if we find that the work
Jogeph Smith did -was in: harmony-
with that which the prophets pre-
dicted should be.done, and was ac-
complished at the time pointed out
by the unerring Spirit of prophecy;
and if those prophecies were mnot:
fulfilled by any one selse, and the
fime has passed for their fulfillment,
wo must of necessity aceept of that
one as appointed of God to perform
that work, even though the scoffs
of the foolish and frowns of bigots,
the sneers of hypocrites and calum-
ny of the slanderer, or the ridicule
and popular prejudice of the pso-
ple estranged -from God, may be.
urged againet hiro.

Joseph Smith declares that an
holy angel appeared to him with the
message that he had been seleoted
and chogen of God to serve ss his
- agent in- bringing to pass the mar-
velons and wonderful work spoken
of by the prophets; and on the 6th
day of April, 1830, he organized
the Church of Jesme Chridt of
Latter Day Saints which has been,
and is today, marvelous and wondor-
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ful indesd.  Thus organized, the
infant church immediately began op-
i vug the childrsn of men;

ryantg of - God madse
“Behc]d

v hims rapent’
v the gospsl,
g judgment ia
d thousands of
people gave hsst; to Jha warning,
ingomuch that 1n the short space of
fourteen years, upward of two hun-
dred thousand souls had rallied
round the standard and by covenant
with God entered into the sacred
precinets of the fold of Christ. This
work was accomplished: by an - un-
lettered ministry, who went forth
with this unpopular message with-
out purse or serip, and the power
of God attended their minisirations.
Joseph organized the church upon
its primitive basis, having aposties
and propheis, evangeliats, pastors,
teachers, descon and *nshfpﬁ; to-
gether with various helps 1 the
churoh or governmsnt of God; whils
Saith in God andin Jesus Christ,
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togetlier with repeniance and bap-
tism {immersion) {or the remigsion
of ging, and the laying on of hands
- by those in authority in the church,
for the gift of the IHoly Spirit, were
the .initistory principles by which
alienas might become adopted sons
and dsughters into the kinpdom of
God. Compliancs to thess prinsi-
ples being had, if then adding to
their faith, virlus, knowledgs,
tempérance, patience, godiiness,
brotherly kindness and charity, be:
ing rooted and grounded in love,
always abounding in the work of
the Lord, that they should then
 know of the doctrine; that the gigns
. spoken of in St Mark 16:14-18,
would follow sush an -obediencs, -
snd by the testimony of -the Spirit
in confirmation of the work they

would be enabled to testify of n’
surety . t‘our mospel cams nob in

- word only buf in power and with

the Holy Ghost, snd suUcH AS8TUR-
ance” Thisclaum of Joseph Smith’s

ig in exact accord with Revelation

14: 6, 7, where it is expressly de

clared that in the hour of God's

www.LatterDayTruth.org



a8

judgment, {slsewhera spoken of  as
“‘the dispensation  of the fullness
of times;” «‘the timer of the ‘resti-
tution of all things;” «The eleventh
hour;” “Giod’s great preparation
day,”) an angel should fly through
the midet of heaven with the ever-
lasting gospel tha¢ 1t might be
preached  to every nation, kindred,
tongue and people. This was- all
io take place just before P’alestine
should become a fruitful field, and
as the fertility ot thatland has heen
restored, it is too late now for the
accomplishment, or to - establish
the marvelous work and a wonder.
We therefore hold ont to you; dear
friends, the promige of Jesus the
Christ that, «If any man will do the
will of the Father he SHALL KNow
of the dootrine, whether: it is of
God, or whether I speak of - mya
self.”
The Prophet Isalah gaid that when
. God should performy his- marvelous
and wonderful work, one of the
results should be: ¢They also that
erred in spirit shall come to under- -
standing, and they thai murmured
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shall learn doctrine,” —Oh; what
comio6rt this should bring. to- those,
-whe, although trying to serve God,
-yet beoaude -of the ‘‘traditions of
‘the elders;” -can hardly. acoept of
him as being just.. . To illustrate,
That fond mother who lavished her
dearest- affections upon-her infant
child, is now brought face- to face
with the grim monster, death, who,
heedless -of ber love and. prayers,
.mocks ' -her: - despairing~ory, and
-ghatches from her tender bosom the
‘sunlight-'of ber bome. -Bhe had
 heard-the - oid  tradition, spd- had
‘been reared im-the belief, that,
“There i{s anever ending. heu and never
dying palng,

Where siuneors mueh with demous dwell in
: darkness, fire and chains;

Hd.VC Taith the same with endless shatng to

all the buman vace,

i 1‘ or hell is crammed with mfanta, dam.ned
: - without aday of grace.”’

- Bhe,.believing that her child having
ot been christened (or baptized as
she ocalls it),that, therefore, it cannot
‘besaved, and must go to hell to
welter in the flames of eternal burn-
-ing; and in the sgony of her soul
she murmurs against God, crying,
«“Why did he take away my ohild
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to burn 1t forever and ever, ere 1.
had the privilege to obiain foris the
gacrament of baptism? Why has
God foreordained ~that my ohild
should suffer the vengeance of etern-
al woe, while other children -which
are no better by nature than mins,
are predssiined ‘to dwell in tho
realms of peace forevermore?”

The Rov. 1. Do Witt Talmage—

- the great Hleotrie Light of this
gontinent-in speaking - of ~hell’s
torments, says: *If-at the end of a
ceﬁmry“a soul might come out--it
would not be g0 bad, 1f there wore
any tjme in all the future, in billions -
and: quadrillions vl years;thal the
goul might come out, it would not
be'so Jbad; !»Lb if ths jli 8 be trn

—Tar into_the szes one. logb 800
shall ory out 1o angthgr lost  sonl:
‘How long have you besn here?’
and the soul will veply, *The yea
ef iy ruln ar ntleas,

cmated the time far thounsands of
yoars; but what isths use of esti-
fuating when all thess volling oyoles

bring ug no-ngarer the terminus,’

Ages!  Apges!  Ageal  Hiernity!

(3

=

8 coontlees, Issti»-
]
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Kternity! Hiernity! The wrath
to come! The wrath to come! The
wrath (0 come! No wedicine to
oure that marasmus of the soul. No
hammer to strike off the handeuifs
of that incarceration.  No burgiar’s
key to pick the locks which the
Lord hath fastened. * * The lost
goul will ory out: < cannot stand
this! 1 ceunot stand thie! Is
there no way out? And the sgho
will apnswer ‘No way out.’ And
.the soul will ory, ‘Is this forever?’
And the echo will anewey, ‘Foy-
ever,’”? Presnleut I‘mny, ‘of Operlin - .
Qoﬂege, Ohio, 18 represevted a5
.. haviog ~gaid:" $*The torment in-
orosses eternally, insomuch that they
suffer morerin oue hour of the second:
thonsand -years thav they did- in-all
the first thousand years,” and, *Hell
ig 8o hot when they ave first cast in
that if they wers taken out and put
mto a chaldron of ved-hot potagh
they would freeze to death fustant.
1y.” Do you wonder-that that fond
mothey should inurmur and  say:
“Whers s there justios in sending
my child 1o such a place?” Ah, my
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friendg, 'they who. preach such a
doatrine, misrepresent God. And
whien his marvelous and wonderful
work is presented to-those houest
‘hearted murmuring ones, they will
learn the. dootrine of God’s justice
to all his creatures, which indeed,
is like a shining pearl on the placid
bosom .of.a franguil sea... He 18
.no respector.of persons, and ‘‘what-
HOGVCL 3. 1NN BOWS, THAL shall he
.,raap B A ;

- In conclusion let me. say, wo clalmk

-0 vepresent the great and marvelons
- «work of God -spoken of in my text,

and esrpestly invite you to examine
it. *“Prove all things, hold fast to
‘that which 18 good,” was the great
: Apostle Paul’s injunction; and with
rogard to this work, we claim  that
it came forth at the right fime-—.
just- befores Lebanon  should: be
turned into a fruitful field. ~ That
.1 oams forth in the right manner-—

- was restored by an angel to a young

‘man,-ag-Zechariah declares, in his
gecond. chapter, verses ons to five,
it should be, and which John beheld
a8 being done 1n the hour of God’s
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judgnment, of which yoa may read
in Revelation 14: §,7. That it was
properly organized.--having spos-
tles, prophets, svangelists, pastors,
teachers, etc., and feaches the same
dootrine advocated by Christ and
his apostles eighteen hundred years
ago; and the blessings, as bestowed
upon the church in the daye of
Christ and his apostles, are given to
tihe humble, farthful and pure in”
heart today, confirming them in the
faith, cheering their hopes and
brightening the dreary path of life.
Take this matter to God in prayer,
dear friends, agk him {o direct you
in the matter, and 1if you will im-
partially weigh 1t, asking God to
direct you, he will surely manifest
. the truth to you; forn the lan-
gnage of Tertullian to the Kmperor:
«“Whoever looked well mto our re-
higion that did not embrage it?”
Thanking you for your kind atten-
tion, I pray God that the benedic-
tion of heaven may ever be with
you. Amen,
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