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OBJECTIONS EXAMINED.

Sermon delivered by President Joseph
Smith, at Washington Park, Sunday, September 2, 1900, near Inde·
pendence, Missouri.

A gentleman shook hands with
me this morning with the re·
mark that he was glad to shake
the hand of the leader of a spirit·
ual or religious movement that
was born after he was, if I under·
stood the statement. At the
Parliament of Religions in 1893,
we had made an application to be
heard with all others whom we
supposed should have the right
to be represented in the Parlia·
ment of Religions.::.....the World's
Religions was the term as it was
presented to the people on the
bill.

There were present at that
parliament, Elder B. H. Roberts,
of Utah, to represent that branch
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of the s() called Mormon church,
and on behalf of this Reor~;.::1nR
ized church, Elder Vlm. W. Blair
and myself were the 3,ccredited
delegates t() tha:t parliament. It
had been understood that Uta,h
should be permitted to represent itself; it vvas also understood that the Reorganized
church should have the opportunity to represent itself; but it
so tram;pired. through_ the will of
those who had the controlling
interests, that neither of these
so-called factions of what w:1s
understood to be the Church of
,Jesus Christ, of Latter Day
Saints,_ or Mormons, was heard;
and no single portion of the
various remnants that seemed
to have been left aiter the death
of Joseph and Hyrum Smith
was permitted to be represented
there. Bishop Kelley, commenting upon that r>tat,ement and our
exclusion from the parliament,,
simply remarked that it was
very appropriately styled a
"Parliament of the WoTld's Rewww.LatterDayTruth.org
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ligions," and tha,t the religion of
Jesus Christ vn1s exciuded. I
am not responsible for this reneither am I responsible
for having been excluded; but it
must strike (,he average thinker,
both in the churches a,nd out of
them, th~.1t it is something remarka,ble that the only religion
!,hat is indigenous i;o American
soil \vas l?xeludJ~rJ from that'
r>ar1i:1tnenL; tJlr~t tho O:lly org·an~
i7.o!l reiiginus

Lhn,t, lmd its

inciplimt
;md has had its
conUnued oxist(~nce and success
of organization, on Amedcan soil
should have been exeJuded from
the representation in the
''Wol'ld's Parliament. of religions." Is not; tha,t singular?
I may be pardoned this morn·
ing if n1y discourse be somev;r htt t discursive, a,nd I review,
as rapidly as I may, some of the
things which have been done in
the spiritual. realm of controversy since this church was
organized April 6, 1830. In the
first place the statement made'
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by the angel to him who was
chosen as the earthly instrument by which the church should
be represented abroad, and
should find its organization, was
that the declarations of belief. or
the creeds, were an abomination
in God's sight. At the start this
was considered to be the utterance of a madman or a fanatic
.and it brought down upon his
devoted head, together with
those who were with him in the
after movement, all the wrath of
the proscriptive element in the
various organizations of the
churches at the time. But I, as
his son, have lived to see the
time come when many of the
ministers • of the different
churches existent in the United
States, met in solemn conclave,
and as they did so, were strongly
reminded while in that conclave,
that the creeds we1·e an abomination in the sight of God.
Now I come to you this morning representing no specific

creed except what I understand
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to be the truth. While we have
our articles of belief and faith,
briefly stated, we are bound by
no specific utterance of human
kind, bound together by a creed
of human origin, if any portion
of that utterance of belief shall
discard or disregard the revealed
will of God as expressed in what
we understand to be the. Holy
Scriptures. And while we say
that, we do not adopt the unreasoning reverence for the socalled word of God that makes
us, with the Bible shut, say that
we believe it all to have been the
result of plenary inspiration
from the first to 1J1e last., for wo
know better. But we take the
Bible to be what it represents
itself to be, and while we strive
to avoid the one extreme of
worshiping
and
worshiping
blindly, we try to avoid the other
extreme of having a statement of
religion so loose that there is no
specific form or value to its
representation.

One of the .first things that
www.LatterDayTruth.org

was struck out by this new religion was the old time theory
that mrm vvas, bv nat,ure, totally
depraved, and that, he vms conceived in sin and born in iniquity,
and that there wfl,S no good thing
in him. The reason why this
other proposition was struck out
was, that we read in the book of
God that He made m::m in His
own
and I myself have
herm obligod to cmnbat ijhat idea
during tlH'i
ye:trs of my
minis:1try in dH'fcrcnt places and
at different times, upon the
hypothesis that it was supposed
that this was the ree,l cre:?.tion of
mr1n. But
I challenge the
proposition just as it has been
challenged by those who preceded me, and I am but two
years :younger than the church
Hself, we challenged it upon the
just
that if t-iod made
mrm in his own image, was it a
mrcterial or a moral
that
was referred to?
I have been
in connection
with
upon the hy·
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potb.esis that \-ve 1H·tve degraded
the ch.aracter of G-od i11 believing'
th~Jt, man was made in His physical inJ.a.ge; but vvhon we ask:
of this old
these
tb:ne creed, "Does the statement
n1.ean that G-od. mndo man in fiis
pl1ysical in:u1ge?" _,._'\~nd
say
no, and that vve b.ave dt:graded
IIirn
c:ix:1d
I-Iim
down to the level of mruL · 'rlwn
we ask them, "Did God create
man in His own mon1l im3Jge?"
And \vhen they say, yes, we
then
"Is it a cr:.:;dit to the
Godhead that He created n being like Himself tlmt vms morally
depraved?" I don'tlmovv whether the:ro are any
to me
vvho have accepted and hold to
that old-time theory or not, but
if they
pray tell me upon
which of these two horms of this
religious dilem_aJ do you prefer
to hang your religious faith and
fate?
The next thing that was struck
at directly by. the intervention
ofthis new faith, was that God.
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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had always had upon the earth a
people, and that the voice of
inspiration had ceased when the
scriptures or the cannon of
scriptures was full; as a consequence, from that time on down
through the history of the earth,
there had not, and was not, and
would never be, any further
revelation from God.
This
thought was struck at because
that there could be found no
specific line in the enactments
called the New and the Old
Testament scriptures, by which,
if the old time law had become
abrogated-there was not a
single line written in all the New
or Old Testament in which it is
stated, that God would no more
reveal himself unto the human
family; but on the contrary,
there was much in the New
Testament scripture to warrant
the thought that wherever and
whenever God had a people upon
the earth there would be found
a line of spiritual communication
from the heavens to that people,
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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through those whom he might
choose, who might be surnamed
prophets, apostles, evangelists.
pastors aud teachers.
And
Joseph Smith dared the reprobation of the world in his presentation of this new theory, the
new doctrine, whatever you may
call it, which culminated in the
institution of a church, April 6,
1830, by saying that he had received the visitation of an angel.
Their theory of meeting that
was that Joseph Smith did not
see an angel, simply because
there were no angelic ministers
sent to the earth at the time.
That was a strange thing. I
have never been to London nor
to Paris. There are a great
many things in this world that I
know by observation and hearing and reading, that I am
thoroughly apprized exist; but
yet if my testimony is to be
taken, I do not know anything at
all about them; but if my neighbor proposes to tell me what he
has seen or heard in other
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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climes, under other skies than
this, may I too SEtS', bemtuse
they never
under my
observation
of the lrind?
nor he~1rd
That, to rue, is the supremo
height of non2)ense~-I V\ras g·oing
to say---maybe that is too strong,
but I will guarantee
that if
I were to go into the courts and
underta,ke to
the testimony of any other wise, honorable man on sucl1 a proposition
r1s that, the judge would rule me
down.
Somt'l of the
that wera
%id by tho
to Joseph
Smith have come so literally
true that it is worth while for
me to mention them; among
tl1e1n \\YDA:; this: that \Vhile he
was to be ma.:de th.e instrurnent
of an institution of a new faith,
so·called in the
his name
should be had for
r~nd for
evll, wherever it should be heard
in the world; and from that time
to this, there has never
and there is not now, any place
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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where I may go, or where my
brethren n1tty go, v,rhere the
name of
Smith has been
presented, but; that it is reprobated by one class and it is
extolled by another. 'l'he angel
surely told tlH3 truth in that
respect. I am an instance in the
fulfillrnerr t
this prophecy
simply fron1 tl1e faet that go
where I will, from the time that
I was twelve years old until now,
I luwe been followed invthriably,
nort,h, south, east sx1d west by
the pre:tlx, "'l'he son of Joe
Smith, the Mormon prophet;"
and I have had o!ihm;wise good,
intelligent, honora\)le, virtuous,
religious,. noble citizenR turn
th~ir backs upon me mther than
to be m.et on t.he street; and I
have been avoided otherwise in
such things as that, but so little
has been known in respect to
me, though 1 have now been
before the world [or forty years,
that on this gl'ouod I was asked
the question if I resided in Salt
Lake City. I do not know but
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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what the next question might
have beeri, "Mr. Smith, please
tell me how many wives you
have?" Well, so far as that is
concerned, I apprehend I am
like a good ma.ny married men
now present, I have one, and
she would not let me have another.
Another thing that was struck
at-and you will see in that the
result of belief in present revelation-was that this manifestation of the Splrit named in the
12th chapter of Paul's letter to
the Corinthians, should be a part
of the so·called christian church;
as there were manifestations of
the spiritual life of the body of
Jesus Christ, we were warranted
in making· inquiry touching the
kingdom or the church of Christ.
If they did not find this spiritual
manifestation of the life in the
body of Christ, they were justified in saying that there was
reason to believe that that body
of Christ was not alive.
I propose to talk plainly; I do
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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not want anybody to go away
and misrepresent what I say,
and I will try to make it as plain
as I can in this sense. This is a
hot day, and it may be possible
for some person to be stricken
down with heat and overcome
with the infirmities of the flesh,
brought in here as apparently
dead. A physician is summoned
to make inquiry whether life is
extinct or not. He comes in to
where this body lies, and, lifting
up the arm, it falls inert. Opening the eyes, he looks to see
whether he can discern through
the windows of the soul, life
shining out; then he puts his
hand on the heart to see whether
there is motion in the seat of
life. If he finds none of these
evidences, he turns to those by
whom he may be surrounded,
and says, "The man is dead."
Now we propose to put, if we
can, the body of Christ into examination. It is claimed to be
the body of Christ; we take the
scriptural description of the
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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body of Christ rmd make inquiry,
Is there the spirit of prophecy
in this body? Is th<OJre the manifestation of tho speaking in
tongues in this body? Is there
the spirit of pro,phecy, or the
heaJlings of tl1e stelr, or the dis .
cernment of spirHs, or the in
terpretation of tongues in this
body of Christ? Are there any
of these mysterious tokfms that
manifested or marked the body
of Christ under the administnttion of the apostles? Aro they
found in this body? If they are
not, what is the ·conclusion to
which a, man standing near and
watching the examination will
inevitably come?
When I was H ]ad I rBmHm ber
reading a sort of legendary
teaching somet,hi.ng like this:
An individual had gone among
the Inctia,ns 1.wd had -preached
quite awhile tbere; hn,d incited
quito a Jcgreo of
and inquiry, l1lH1, dbtribttting
his Bibles, he g·ave one of them
to an intelligent looking Indian.
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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After awhile the Indian came
back to him and said, "I like to
read your book; now sir, will you
please allow me to ask "J' ou some
questions?" 0£ course the missionary w:s,s quite willing, as
~uhey almost alwa.ys are.
He
says, "l would like to see an
ttpostle. Will you please tell me
w het1her you lutve apostles in
your church and where I may
see him?" "l'Lh no," ·says the
missionary, "we have no apostles
in our church; the apostles were
in th(~ days of the disciples, but
they ceased, and there are no
longer any of them;" or, "they
arc no longer needed." ''Have
you any apostles in your
church?" "N?, sir, none ln our
church." "Very well, then, will
you please tell me whether you
have a prophet or prophets in
your church, and will you please
let me see and hear one of theni?"
"No, sir, we have no prophets.
Why, people believed. in prophets
in the olden time, but they do
not believe in them now and
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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they are not in our church.''
He say, "Do you have the speaking in tongues?" "No, sir."
"Do you have the interpretation
of tongues or prophecy, the healings of the sick and the laying
on of hands?" No, sir, all these
were for the ages tha't were past
and not now." He quietly took
the book and handed it back to
him and said, "This book is of no
value to me, sir, for I read in it
that the church called the church
of Christ had all these things
in it, and if your church hasn't
these things in it, 1 cannot regard it as the church of Christ."
Now I know I am talking in
modern times when there is a
strong tide against superstition,
when there is a strong element
arrayed against undue priestcraft, and against that which
brings the minds of men in to
subjection to the minds of other
men. I am living in a day when
there is a great deal of elementary belief in the peculiar person·
al magnetism of those whoaddres s
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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the public, and I myself have
been accused of hypnotizing the
people to make them believe as
I believe. I am not very much
given to the belief that I could
hypnotize an intelligent audience
on American soil.
But here we have the difficulty, and once when I preached
in a little town called Colchester,
in Illinois, before a number of
the Christian brethren; and in·
deed, it was in their chapel that
I made my effort, that in the
afternoon I attended their Sunday School service, and heard
one of their deacons reading
from the 12th chapter of 1 Corinthians, the manifestations of
the Spirit of Christ as found in
the church at that period of
time; and when he had read it
clear through, he shut the book,
laid it down on the seat, and
said to those who were listening,
"My brethren,"-and I was
astonished at the sadness of the
voice-"I heard Elder Smith,
the other evening, and he said
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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that these things were for the
Christian church. I have read
in this book these things from
the 12th chapter of 1 Corinth•
ians, as stated by the Apostle
Paul, and I find no warrant m
my belief for believing that God
ever deliberately set a time when
these things should cease to be
characteristic of His church.
Now, all I have to say, brethren,
is this, that if these things should
be in our church, may God help
us, for we have not got them."
His brethren silenced that dea·
con and would not permit him
afterwards tu exercise the
rights of his office, because,
they said, he was drifting into
apostasy, and in two years from
that time the poor man died with·
out a christian hope.
Now, pray tell me, what and
where is the consistent objection?
If the Bible be the word of God;
if this is the New Testament or
the last will and testament of
Jesus Christ the Lord,· to the
world, when and where is the
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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time and place that God has ever
set that these things should
cease to characterize the body
of the church or the body of
Christ? I have sought diligently for it; mv brethren have
sought diligently for it, but in
not a single instance can we find
a line of authentic declaration
made by God or by Christ, that
authorizes us to believe that He
has abrogated this will or these
privileges; and if we may be
found fighting against the great
majority while the world shall
stand or we live, I propose to go
up before that great judgment
bar and answer to Him, that "I
had your word as you gave it to
us, and by it we stand or fall
before you for our belief in the
Testament and our acceptance
of that word.
Personally I am going to do
just like I told the people in
Utah once that I would do,
when I was out there and preaching our view of the marriage
covenant. I did not attack the
www.LatterDayTruth.org

20
siwation there; said no unkind
word of a single minister of that
church in any form. I simply
told our phase of it, and showed
by the three books that the
Bible did not sustain polygamy,
or plural marriage, that the Book
of Mormon did not sustain it,
and that the revelatians of God
to the church did not sustain it;
and I told them that I proposed
to go into the judgment day and
standing before that gr~at
august Judge, I should take the
books which He had given us by
revelation to be the doctrinal
standards of the church, upon
which to base our doctrinal beliefs and teachings, and then say
to the Judge, "If you can condemn me on that, I am content
to be condemned." All worldly
minded men, and honorable men
would have commended me for
that, because of having dared to
undertake the defense of a faith,
that, to a great degree, had found
objections with the world by the
introduction of a something that
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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was not found in the books, and
doing it from the standard authority of the books-we cannot
revert back to unbelief or to our
condition of letting these things
pass away. Now can we?
Among these things that were
presented so early in the hi's tory
of the church was the healing of
the sick through tbe laying on of
hands. It was, for a long time,
a standard objection, and it was,
for a long time, a constant
source of reproach even within
my own memory; but I have
lived long enough to know that
when I first began preaching,
wherever we went, it was a constant source of objection and of
scornful laughing at us because
we believed that through the
laying on of hands the sick
might be healed; but I have lived
with my confreres to see the
time come when a convocation of
religious ministers, gathered in
Chicago some years ago, went to
work deliberately and passed a
resolution which said that the
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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laying on of hands for the healing of the sick is not only scriptural, but it is a reasonable and
tenable doctrine. I am thankful that they did that.
There was another theory that
was extant about that time, that
became punctured a little later
on, and we know what it is worth
now; but some of the ways that
it was done were a little singular. For instance, I had a discussion with a Baptist lady in
private convflrsation at one time,
and she very seriously objected
to us, as a people, because she
said we limited the power of
God.
I wondered how that
could be when we accepted the
power of God as being equal to
anything; the only thing that we
denied He could do, was that He
could not lie. She said that we
did not believe that God created
the world out of nothing. Well,
I wondered just then how I was
to get away from that theological
knot. I understood it to be a.
prevalent idea, I had heard it
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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when I was a boy. It grew up,
in a sense, to my manhood with
me, as being a standard teaching, that the world was created
by the executive power of God
out of :nothing. I denied it, and
those men who came forward
with the Reorganized church in
1830, denied it, and they said the
Bible itself said nothing of the
kind. About all that it does say
is, that '•In the beginning" God
created the world.
He said,
"Let there be light and there
was light," but we are given to
understand that there was in
existence a great mass of chaotic
matter, by which it was made
possible for the world to be ere·
ated as it now stands, by the fiat
of God.
I could not make any im pres·
sion on the lady.
We were sitting in a station in Plano, Illi·
nois, waiting for a train; we were
sitting by the stove, and the jan·
itor came along, opened the door
and shovad a stick of wood into
the fire.
This suggested to me
www.LatterDayTruth.org

24

a thought. I said, "What becomes of that wood, is it de·
stroyed?" "No, sir. It is resolved into ashes, the different
quanties of solids may be taken
out of the ashes, and the balan.ce
of it ascends in smoke, and the
vapors arising also become
mingled with matter."
Are
they destroyed? "No, sir. It
always exists thereafter." It has
not been destroyed, and cannot
be destroyed? "No, sir. God
himself cannot destroy it." He
may change its form but not destroy it? "No, sir, once existing,
it is always existing in some
form.'' Then I laughed and said,
''My dear lady, you are finding
fault with myself and my brethteri. because we limit the power
of God, because ,we say God did
not create the world out of nothing; but yet you deliberately
turn and say to me that God has
created a thing, that He cannot
destroy.
Pray, which is the
worse?''
Some of our confreres over in Canada underwww.LatterDayTruth.org
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took to get rid of this conclusion,
and this is the way they did it.
"I do not believe that God created the world out of nothing,
but He created the world out of
that which had been created out
of nothing." That is the way
they got rid of that theological
knot. We accept neither.
So we run along down through
the history, and, one by one, we
have seen some of these pecul·
iar theories that have come to
us, as, I believe, from the dark
ages, or from the ages before,
reformed little by little, until
there was what I believed to be
the presentation of a lucid and
clear statement of what the
Bible teaches us for the salvation of men.
Let nie present the single
thought that our so-called declaration of faith, every single
portion of it from first to last-!
believe I remember seeing on
the back of one of the church's
creeds this morning twelve declaration-that each one of the
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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important portions of this dec·
laration of :faith can be i;raced
directly to the teachings of :S esns Christ, eithm in personal
teaching or i.n personal conduct.
As, for instanee; the doct.rint3 of
baptism.
"Bg,ptisms," in the
Word as given
the 1\_postle
chapter of Ho~
brew·s, is
· t.he ba.ptism of
water for the body, th0 baptism
of the Spirit for the spirit.
Now, when Jesus came, and it
was stated of Him by .Jolm the
Baptist, "Behold the Lamb of
God that taketh away the sin of
the world," that word which had
preceded John vms that he was
to '
the way of the Lord,
to, make his paths straight."
"God does not walk in crooked
paths,'' is the teaching of the old
book. If .Iohn the Baptist came
to :q:t<JJre His
straight, then
He may not walk in them unless
he does so make them straight.
One of the first thi.ngs .Jesus
di.d, before engaging in the general ministry, was to go to .John
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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the Baptis'G ::md ask baptism at
his hands; and
.First, that
there mig·ht come to that body
of Al:.<rnhamic origin which had
been prepared for Him, a, power
by which it mig·ht exist, and fi.
n::..Ily be laid down in the grave,
:wd taken up out of the grave;
aud that to each succeeding gen·
era/don it v:ras for the purpose of
~~iving spiritual
· tl:1a1J tl1e
language of tho Sa vi or to Nicodemus might be ful:filled, '•Ex·
eept :1 ml:m be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. " It
is necessary for him to receive
the new birth in order that he
ca,n see.
'rhere is something
belonging to oru· visual organs
of peculiar character.
rrhere is
that at~
tttches to the gray ma,t,ter behind
the skull that sometimo makes
individua,ls deaf and blind.
Though I ma.y have two good
uyos 1 apparently, tl1ore is ono
thing l do not see, and see clear·
ly,and thaliis the beautyofcolors.
You men and women see the har·
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mony of colors, and the exquisite
shading and rejoice therein. I
am one of those who may be
called color-blind. I would not
be chosen as a brakeman or
pilot, or for any service that required the accurate distinction
of colors, for just as soon as the
lights are a little ways from me,
I cannot distinguish the colors.
I have been laughed at because
I sometimes call things that are
green, red, and blue, green.
How much would I have given
to have had that peculiar organization of the brain, in some way
made better, that I might see
and understand colors; but how
much more to be deplored is the
condition of the man in the world
with the darkness over his moral vision so dense that he cannot
see; and when the time should
come that he desires to do something for his salvation in making
the wise choice, he is unable to
see, and sometimes must wait
until the force of circumstances
brought to bear upon him, com·
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pels him unto a conclusion, and
compels a belief.
I have heard persons excuse
themselves for unbelief because
they had not yet had brought to
to bear upon them the force of
evidence by which conviction
was sealed upon them. I be·
lieve, not because I have been
compelled to believe; I believe
because, to me, it is the better
course to pursue.
When there
comes presented before me two
courses from which to choose, I
believe in bringing my mind to
the element that is in me, the
power to receive and reason up·
on the two courses, and take
that one that offers to me the
better ending; to do it from
choice, and because it has come
to me with such evidence as I
have been able to gather, and
make it a proper choice in me.
No man can sav when he proposes to enter into the service
of God, just what God purposes
to, nor what God may, fully require of him from the first to
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last; but he must put himself in·
to the wa,y of receiving some·
thing from God or he never can
have it. If ho proposes to stand
out and keep himsGlf from the
intervention of God's mercy, he
will have to stand out until the
lapse of time. I know that the
example of the
Paul may
be cited here in apparent antagonism
to this proposition.
'l'here was but one Apostle Paul.
Will you waili until there comes
to you a conversion like tluLt
given to the Apostle Pa,ui? Will
you con'Ginue to wait until God,
by personal intervention, bespeaks yon'r sins forgiven? or do
you not think it the wh;er plan
to accept the gGneral la\v of an1~
nesty, and rnake your calling
and election surt;: under that?
When the soutbern army laid
dovvn its arms, and the government was estzi>blished again, was
it better for those who bad rc·
belled against the authority of
the government to \Yait until, by
slow succession, there" had been
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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introduced into the legislative
halls of the Union specitic and
private bills
which their sins
of rebellion were condoned, and
tlrsy
rehabilitated as citiljens of the United States, or was
it not better that there should be
a
amnesty law declared
by which, when they took the
oath of allegiance, they Inigh t then
be considered American citizens?
You all know the amnesty law
was the better way.
When God recognizes that the
v;rorld is in
He does not pro·
poso to deal \vlth each recurring
sin; He proposes to leave num in
the intelligent exerciso of his in
dividual powers and give him an
opportunity to make the wise
His general

receiYe the remission
of sins fm which He can mHke
no
reparation either
order 1;h:1t you may unders tancl me, I \Vt:m t to make a reci ·
tation of a E\jtle circumstance
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in my own life.
!Several years
ago I was privileged to be pres·
ent at a lecture delivered by a
gentleman by the name of Webster. There may be some here
who lmow something about the
man.
He was a spiritualistic
lecturer, and in the course of
his lecture, he made the statement, as I had read it in An·
drew Jackson's work, that there
were spheres, gcading from the
lower to the higher, :and that
each gradation held the liey to
that which was beyond; that if
anything that would prevent an
individual below from ascending
higher because of something
which he had done to his fellows,
then he could not go into the
higher sphere until he had re·
ceived forgiveness from the
lower sphere.
He recited an instance of a
seance being held in a place and
this kind of a manifestation be
ing made, that the spirit of a
man who was in a certain sphere
in another world was present,
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wanting them to send for a cer
tain individual in the village
against whom he had done a
grievous wrong while in the
flesh; that this man in the flesh,
held the key to the sphere above
him, and until he got his forgive·
ness, he could not go into the
other sphere. They sent for the
man and he heard the. message,
and gladly forgave him, and
there came from the spirit world
the joy of a spirit relieved from
its thralldom. At the closin~, he
having said something about the
utility and in·utihty of the christian's belief, I asked to be allowed to ask three or four questions.
The privilege being
granted, I then asked if it was
true in his philosophy, that a
man having transgressed against
one in the flesh could not pro·
gress beyond the sphere into
which he was first admitted, until he had secured the forgive·
ness of that one in the flesh who
is here now?
"Yes, sir. "
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"Suppose from any nnfor·
seen contingency tbis xnan can
not obtain the forgiveness of
the m<m on the earth, what is
the result?"
q11 h(; :result .is he rnr.tst continue to be.
in tha.t lJarticular
sphere a.nd C.!!..:n n.ot ptog'ress f:.1r~
4

ther. ''
I asked if there was Emy rule
by which this ll:ind of forgiveness between individuals could
be wrought out in this philoso·
phy. He said no. I asked him
then the question if it would not
be proper and better tha,t in the
consideration i,hat there are
sins which men commit against
their fellowmen for which they
can make no possible reparation
either here or
t,hat
there should boa
law of
amnesty by which the sins ths,t
men could not repent of against
his fellows, could be condoned,
and such sins forgiven? I will
tell you, that lnstea,d of answer·
ing that question, he simply
turned tothe man whohadchHrge
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and said something to him, and
he told me thnt Mr. Webster
was too weary to answer any
further questions. You mm see
the reason why.
He had attacked the position taken by myself and other religionist.s, that
in Jesus Christ the:ce was the
opportunit.y for the condonemont and l'emission of sins, for
which it is not within the power
of human
oithnr hm·o or
to 1nalw ropnx3Jtion :for themsoh··os.
As, for instance-I am going
to put this case just as strongly
as I know hovv-suppose that I,
when a young man, had, under
the promise of marriage, or otherwise, deceived one of Eve's
fair dttughters, and brought her
into shame and disgrace; and
when I had done
I had gone
my way, r~s
of men
have done and are doing now,
and left her to suffer the scorn
of this
and 'Ghe eondemna.
tion
su.ch characters in
the spiritual realm, if there is
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such a one.
Afterwards I succeed in gaining the affections of
another woman, and marry her,
thus making it utterly impossible for me to repair that injury
I have done that woman. How
am I ever to make reparation for
that crime? I know what the
sentiment of a large portion of
this congregation is, that it nev·
er should be forgiven in this
world, or the world to come.
Should I echo that sentiment
here and now, it never will do;
but the man who does it, must
pass under the rod until such a
time as there bas been a reformation in his spirit; then when
he makes this reformation, and
makes it apparent unto the Almighty, there must be some
reason, and some way, by which
he may be absolved from the
further consequence of that sin,
or God is made a vindictive Being, whom neither you nor I can
worship intelligently, or trust as
confident children.
I haye only named one in·.
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stance; but I can go up into the
town of J ndependence on the
morrow, and may there slander
the reputation of a man or woman, and sow thorns in their
path which shall wound their
weary feet as they travel upward, and I never have oppor·
tunity to make reparation for
that wrong. Now, if I see what
I have done, and subsequently
want to repair the wrong so far
as I may, I cannot restore the
blush to the peach or plum. I
cannot erect the broken blade of
grass that I so ruthlessly destroyed, but I may, so far as my
spirit is concerned, bring myself into such relationship with
the powers we are under, that I
ought to be relieved from further consequence of my evil; and
I must find this in the general
rule of amnesty in the law of
God, or I am lost. Pray, tell
me, what is there wrong in this?
A hope engendered within us in
the restoration of the gospel of
the Son of God by which this
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general law of amnesty is to be
proclaimed, and those who rrwJy
not make
the wrongs they
hELve committed in the flesh,
may have the restoration of that
which is taken from them; the
same as our penitentiary people
can, through the clemency of the
governor, have their citizenship
rEltained for them on aceount of
their hoha.vioL

l1orrJc F;ten!1ng-.
:{ou
that 'llt?- do
in Io\iVH, au:d very
for you ha,ve a much finer
of horses. Your ho,vv provides
that a horse thief umst suffer
the extreme
of t.he law.
If I steal n1y neig'l1bor's horse,
he proposes to
h me for it.
with the state's
existence, and until the sta.te of
Mis:wurl is
out, I do notj
believe Iviissmnia.ns will ever
change thoir
in this reand though I may steal a
thousand horses, I shall be a
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thoust1nd tilrlDB punisl1.ed

accord~

iog to the la1v. It is the eternal
Iu,w of
provided as
the eternal punishment, but it
can exist upon one person only
until t.he limits of the term
which the law fixed as the duo
punishment or
ty for
rr11at is Wilcit
my crime.
we call gn eternal punishment.
It is directly e,gainst
the favorite theory that has been
in the world for a long time, that
which waG struck aii directly by
,Joseph Smith and others; it destroyed t.he idea of an eternal
punishment forever and forever,
a never ending hell fire for the
man that did wrong.
But in the application of this
principle I h::we referred to, if I
arrested and convicted for
stealing a horse, and am put in
the penitentiary for a term,
when I have
the limit of
t!hat term, and have tried to be·
have myself properly, there are
two wa,ys to treat me. One is to
let me suffer my penalty clear

am
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out, and lose my right of suffrage; or when I have behaved
well, the governor remits a part
of the sentence and thus saves
me my citizenship. Then when,
in like manner, an indivfdual has
done wrong in the world which
he cannot make right here, neither
in the world hereafter, so far as
the person against whom he has
sinned is concerned, he passes
under the operation of that everlasting, eternal law of God, and
is punished by virtue of that
eternal law. That is what we
understand by an eternal punishment and to my mind it is
perfectly clear and consistent.
I have covered some portion
of the ground.
I have only one
little thing left and that I am going to present.
Martin Luther brought to pass
a reformation in the church, and
King Henry the Eighth brought
to pass a reformation in the
church.
Alexander Campbell
likewise; and it was said that Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon
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originated a church.
Sidney
Rigdon was a member of the
Christian church when he became allied with Joseph ~mith.
It was said that he was one of
the most eloquent men that there
was in the Western Reserve. He
had been instrumental in converting hundreds of individuals,
and when be united with Joseph
Smith in the church that was
organized in 1830, it became a
source of reproach among his
former companions, that be had
done so. If Martin Luther had
the right to undertake to reform
the Catholic church because of
abuses that he discovered when
he went to Rome and there took
counsel around the Vatican, and
could not reconcile what he saw
and heard, with that which had
been taught him in the north of
Germany; if he had a right to
interest Melancthon with him,
and other citizens of the northern empire and undertake a reformation, and if King Henry
the Eighth had a right to reform
and create a new church by stat·
utoryenactments; if John Wesley
and Alexander Campbell and
John Calvin had the right to
undertake to reform the church in
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which they were members, so
had Joseph Smith and Sidney
Rigdon a right to start a reform
movement, and reform the
church.
Can anyone dispute
that, intelligently? Answer the
question, men, intelligent men,
upon the proposition of human
rights, of that right which undertakes to make the worse the
better.
What evil is in this,
that if Joseph Smith and Sidney
Rigdon have been able to succeed in placing a church before
the American public that has

better claims for divince relationship
and a more intelligent compliance
with the provisions of the New Testament Scripture than by a study of itself was had, are these men entitled
to credit for that, for helping to
sweep the cobwebs and myths from
the spiritual horizon of man and open
up before them the visions of eternity
and the good that might be received
by them here and hereafter? By so
much as they did this, are they entitled to the credit and respect of
mankind; and by so much as myself
and my brethren here are able to present an intelligent reason for our
faith, and that it more nearly conforms to the New Testament Scriptures in theory, in doctrine and. in
practice, we are entitled to be heard,
and then we have succeeded in establishing the claim for consideration,
that we feel it is difficult to be defeated upon intelligent grounds.
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