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SAVE YOURSELVES.

BY ELDER 1. M. SMITH.

The text chosen as a founda-
tion for the remarks that I may
make this evening you will find
in the 2d chapter of Acts, and
the 40th verse:
~ And with many other words did he
testify and exhort, saying, Save your-
gelves from this untoward generation. -

The thought is, ‘““Save your-
selves from this untoward gen-
eration,”’ and I hope, by the
help of the Spirit, to be enabled
to show you how it would be pos-
sible for those individuals, ad-
dressed here, to save them-
selves. Itis true that welearn
from the Scriptures that eternal
life is a “gift of God.” We
learn, too, from the same Scrip-
tures, that man was lost, was
dead in trespasses and in sins,
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and could not, by any possibil-
ity, save himself until there was
an atonement made for him; un-
til his redemption was purchased
by the Lord Jesus Christ; and,
when that was done, and the
gospel given wunto him, then
there was something required of
him; that is, he was commanded
then to save himself,

I know it is a common idea, or
at least it is one that is frequent-
ly taught, that there is nothing
for man to do, so far as the sal-
vation of his soul is councerned,
only to believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ. I think I am justified in
saying that we contend  as
strongly for the faith that was
once delivered to the Saints as
any people upon the earth, and
that we believe, as strongly as
any people, the statement “With-
out faith it is impossible to
please God;” but while we be-
lieve that faith is absolutely
necessary, and that it is impos-
sible “to ‘please God without it,
we also believe that there are
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certain works required on the
part of men, which are just as es-
sential, just as necessary to his
salvation, as it is that he believe.
.Now, if you tzke the position
that men are saved by faith
alone, then it seems to me that
you would have to admit that
Satan himself will be saved, be-
cause the Apostle James has
said: ““Thou believest that there
is one God; thou doest well; the
devils also believe, and tremble.”
So you see if you have nothing
only faith to rscommend you to
God, you have the same that they
have. - But we are told, some-
times, that faith and confession
are necessary aod that they are
sufficient, because, “with the
heart man believeth unto right-
epusness and with the wmouth
confession is made unto salva-
tion,”” and he that believes and
confesses is saved; but it seems
to me if we take this position,
that we are still no farther along
than are the devils, for I turn to
Linke 4: 84, 85, and I read that
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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there was in the synagogue ‘‘a
man which had a spirit of an un-
clean devil, and he cried out
with a loud voice, saying: * * * I
know thee who thou art, the holy
one of God;” and in the same
chapter, 41st verse, it is said
again that “devils also came out
of many, crying out and saying,

Thou art Christ, the Son of God.’

So if we do nothing, only believe
and confess, the devils have:
done both, hence we are no far-
ther along than they.

But it is said again, ‘“‘we be-
lieve in God, we confess him be-
fore men and we also pray to
him”  Well, if T have read my
Bible aright, the devile pray
sometimes, especially when they
think they stand in need of some
favor from the Almighty. By
consulting the Bth chapter of
the gospel as recorded by Mark,
you will find this statement in
the 12th verse: “All the devils
besought him, saying, Send us
into the swine that we may en-
ter ‘into.them.”” So you ses
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that sometimes the devils pray,
and here they pray to the Lord
Jesus Christ.

You may say, however, that
your prayers are answered
sometimes. Well, in the next
verse he tells us, “And forthwith
Jesus gave them leave, and the
unclean spirits went out and en-
tered into the swine.” They of-
fered up a petition to the Lord,
and he granted it unto them and
permitted them to go into the
swine. The devils believe; they
sometimes confess God before
meun; they sometimes pray, and -
sometimes their petitions are
granted; sc you see if we do:
nothing more than the above, we -
arenot in advance of the devils. :

The apostle says in this text,
‘“Bave yourselves from this un-
toward generation.” Howam I
to save myself? How is it pos--
sible for me toredeem myself?
I answer, my friends, that it
would be impossible, and that it
was impossible for man to re-
deem himself; but after man kos
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been redeemed and the plan of sal-
vation presented to khim, then there
is something for him to do, hence
the Master has gaid: “Not every
one that saith, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of hea,ven%
but he that DOETH the will of my
Father which is in heaven:” and

when the Pmlippian jailor asked
of Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what
shall 1 do to be saved?”  he was
told to ‘believe on the Lord
Jesus Chrisy’ and then, that he
might know what to Dbelieve,
“they spake unto him the word
of the Lord, and {oall that were
in his house.”” When the three
thousand, on the day of Pente
cost, cried ous, “Men and breth-
ren, what shall we do?” they
were told that there was some-
thing that they must do. When
Baul, of Tarsus, was on his way
to Damascus and was struck
blind, he cried, “Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do?’” he too, was
told t‘nere was someibing for
him to do

Now, 1£ uue was no work for
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men to do in order {o be saved in
the kingdom of God, then when -
those individuale asked the
question, “What shall we do?”
they should have been told that
there was nothing at all for them
to do, only to believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ. But it is
said by some, that we are taught
in other places that men are not
saved by their work; for in-
stance, we read here in the 3d
chapter of Romans aud 28th
verse, ‘‘Therefore, we conclude,
that & man is jastified by
faith, without the deeds of
the law.”” Then in 2d Timothy
1: 9, we read again, “Who hath
saved us and called us with an
holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own
purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before
the world began;” and in connec-
ion with this we are told in
Titus 8: 4, 5, “But after that the
kindness and love of God, our
Savior, toward man sappeared,
not by works of righteousness
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which we have done, but accord"
ing to His mercy He saved us by
the washing of regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Ghost.”
In one. of these texts Paul says,
“We are justified by faith with-
out the deeds of the law.” In
another he says, “Itis notaccord-
ing to our works;”’ in another he
says, “It is not by works of
righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy
He saved us.” Now, I believe
just as strongly as you dare to
believe, that we are not saved ac-
cording to our works, and that
our works will not, and cannot, -
in the very nature of things,
save us; but while I believe that
our works will not save us, yet 1
believe that there are works re-
quired of us that will, in a sense,
save us. .

If you will turn with me, we
will next read Revelation 2: 26,
where the Lord says to John,
“To him that overcometh and
keepeth my works unto the
end, fo him will I give power
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over the nations, and he shall
rule them with a rod of iron.”
I want to emphasize the thought,
“Keepeth my works unto the
~end.” It is not the man who
overcomes and keeps his own
works unto the end; not the indi-
vidual who overcomes and does
his own will unto the end; but it
is the individual who does God’s
works unto the end, who is to re-
ceive power over the nations.
In connection with this, T wish
to call your attention to that
statement of the Apostle Paul
‘found in Ephesians 2: 8, where he
says: “For by grace are ye saved
through faith, and that not of
yourselves. It is the gift of
God, not of works, lest any man

should boast. TFor we are his

workmaunship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which
God- hath before ordained that
we should wall in them.” When
he says ii is not by works, I take
that in the same sense as the
statement of Paul, when he says,
“‘Not according to our works;”
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in the same sense as the state-
ment, “Noi by works of righh—
eousness which we have done.’
It is not by our works that we
are saved, because if I could be
saved by my own works; works
that originated with me; then 1
could boast. 1 could say to the
Lord, “I am not dependent upon
you for salvation, because I can
save myseif by doing my own
works,”” but when I learn from
the Seripture that my works
will not save me; that it is the
individual who does God’s works,
the works that he has command-
ed; then I am forced to admit
that I am dependent upon the
God of heaven for my salvation.
Now, you see, when the apostle
says, ‘It is not of works lest
man should boast, ) he goes right
on to say that “we are his work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works which God hath
ordained that we should walk in
them.” I believe that these
good works which God: hath or-
dained are the same works re-

38
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ferred to by the Savior to John,
upon the isle of Patmons, when he
says it is he that keepeth my
works unto the end that is to be
saved in the kingdom of God,
“and is to have power over the
nations.

Itis universally conceded, by
all who believe the Bible, that
Jesus Christ is our great ex-
ample; that he is cur head; he is
cur teacher. In Isaiah 55:4 you
will find this statement: ‘I have
given him for a witness to the
people, for a Ileader snd com-
mander to the people.” If heis .
our leader, if he is our com-
mander, if he is the witness to
tell us what to do, or to tell us
what the truth is, then itis cer-
tainly necessary 1o our salvation
to follow him; and if you will turn
to the sixteenth chapter of Mat-
thew you will find the statement
made by him, ‘e that cometh
after me, let him deny hiumch“
take up his cross and ol
In 1 John £: 6 you will u_m.l thig
statement: “He that saith he
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abideth in him ought himself also
80 to walk even as he walked,” -
and Peter makes the statement
that **he left us an example, that
we should follow his steps.”
Now, if weare to follow him, walk
as he walked, follow his steps,
and if he is indeed our leader,
then we should try to learn from
the Scriptures, the great object
of Christ’s life, the thought
which seems to have been upper-
most in his mind; and for light
on this point I will call your at-
-tention first to John 4: 34: ““Jesus
saith unto them, my meat is to
do the will of him that sent me
and to finish #1s WORK.”' Now,
if the Savior had been here to do
his own work he would have said
~ 80, but he says emphatically,
that is my ‘“‘meat,” to finish the
work of my Father. Turning to
the 5th chapter of John, 36th
verse, we read again: “But L
have greater witness than that
of John; for the works which
the Father hath given me to
finish, the same works that I do,
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bear witness of me, that the
Father hath sent me.” What
works  bear witness of him?
The works which his Father
hath given him to finish. In
connection with this, turn fo
John 9:4, “I must work the
~ works of him that sent me;”
~John 17:4 where he said, in
praying to the Father, “I have
glorified thee on the earth; T have
finished the work thou gavest me
todo.”” You will discover from
all of these scriptures that the
‘Savior himself, when- he was
here upon the earth, was not
doing #is works, but he was do-
ing the works of the Father who
sent him; andin John 6:88, he
says again, ‘I came down from
heaven, not to do my own will
but the will of him thaf sent me.”’
He was here for the purpose of
pleasing some one else; hence it
is that we read when he prayed
in the garden of Gethsemane,
and sweaf, as it were, great
drops of blood and said: “Father,
if it be possible let this cup pass
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from me,” he adds quickly,
“Nevertheless, not my will, but
thine be done.”’” In the 14th chap-
ter of John and 31st verse he
says again, “But that the world
may know that Ilove the Father;
and as the Father gave me com-
mandment, evenso I do.” Again,
in John 15:10, he says, “If ye
keep my commandments ye shall
abide in my love, even as I have
kept my Father’s command-
ments and abide in his love.”
Upon what conditions did the
Savior abide in his Father’s love?
It was by keeping his command
ments; the commandments of the
Father.  Then upon what con-
ditions can youand Iabide in the
love of our Savior? He says we
can do so if we keep his com-
mandments. His command-
ments then, are evidently what
the Lord refers to in Revelation
when he says, ‘‘keepeth my
works.” His commandments
are evidently what the apostle
refers to when he says that we
are created in Christ Jesus unto
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good works which (od hath
ordained that we should walk in
them. By walking in these good
works which God hath ordained,
by keeping his commandments,
by doing his will, we will be en-
abled to abide in his love, and
receive an abundant entrance
into the everlasting kingdom of
our Father; but it is not by do- -
ing my works, or your works,
not by doing your will nor my
will, nor keeping your command-
ments nor my commandments,
that we are to be saved in the
kingdom of God, because these
are evidently ‘“dead works,” and
“dead works’ are certainly nob
of a saving nature.

Now, you read in Hebrews 6:1:
“Therefore leaving the prin-
ciples of the doctrine of Christ,
let us go on unto perfection: not
laying again the foundation of
repentance from. . dead works.”
It seems from this that there
was such a thing as ‘dead
works” in which men were try-
ing to trust, in the days of the
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Apostle Paul. In Hebrews 9:14
we read again, ‘‘How much more
shall the blood of Christ, who,
through the eternal spirit, offered
himself without spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God?”’
Again, in Hebrews 10: 20 he says,
“Having, therefore, brethren,
boldness to enier into the holiest
by the blood of Jesus, by a new
and living way, which he hath
consecrated for us, through the
veil, that is to say, his. flesh.”
You see, there were people who
were trusting in being saved by
certain ‘‘dead works,”” while the
Lord Jesus had taught them “a
new and living way;” that they
were to forsake these ‘‘dead
works’ of the law of Moses and
enter in by this “new and living
way”’ which Christ hath conse-
crated unto us by his flesh,
That these ‘dead works’ re-
ferred to here were, in part at
least, the works that were done
under the law is evident from
what we learn in Romans 7:1-7:
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“Know ye not, brethren (for 1
speak to them that know the law),
how that the law hath dominion
over a man as long as he liveth?
For the woman which hath an
husband is bound by the law to
her husband solong as heliveth:
but if the hasband be dead, she
is loosed from the law of her
husband. So then if, while her
husband liveth, she be married
to another man, she shall be
called an adulteress, but if her -
husband be dead, she is free
from that law; so that sheis no
adulteress though she be mar-
ried toanother man. Wherefore,
my brethren, ye also are become
dead to the law by the body of
Christ; that ye should be mar-
ried to another, even to him who
is raised from the dead, that we
should bring forth fruit unto
God. For when we were in the
flesh, the motions of sins, which
were by the law, did work in our
members to bring forth fruit
unto death. But now we are
delivered from the law, that be-
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ing dead wherein we were held;
that we should serve in newness
‘of spirit, and not in the oldness
of the letter.”

8o you see that the law had
become dead to them, or they
had become dead to the law.
Works that were done under
this law would be likened as
“dead works,” and we should
repent and turn from - them,;
they will not save us, for we are
to enter in by this ‘‘new aund
living way,;” serve in ‘‘newness
of spirit and notin the oldness of
the letter.”” Let me try to illus-
trate here: suppose that some
man comes from a foreign
country and desires {0 become a
citizen of this government. He
goes before the proper officers,
those who were authorized to
administer the oath of allegiance,
and he makes known his desires -
and begins then to tell what.
great deeds he has done in the
government from whence he
carne. He has there been a
general, he has led the armies of

www.LatterDayTruth.org



19

his country to battle and to
victory; he has been a great
statesman, a philanthropist, and
has done many mighty and
wonderful works for his country;
and he thinks because of these
good works that he has donein
the government from whence he
came, that he should be received
at once, into this government as
a citizen; but he is told that all
the works done in the country
from whence he came are “dead
works,”’ so far as securing him a
citizenship in this government
is concerned; that if he gets
into this government it must be
by doing the works that this
government shall require; that
“we do not aceept the deeds done
- while under the government
from whence you came; they will
not secure your admission into
this government, but you, like
“every other individual, must
come in at the door; you must
‘renounce your allegiance to the
government from- whence you
came; you must take the oath
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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of allegiance to this government,
In other words, you cannot be
received as a citizen into this
government because of your
good deeds done in the past; it
must be by doing the works that
this government requires; and
when you obey the law, enter in
at the door, your citizenship will
be given to you as a gracious
gift, you will not be required to.
pay for it.”” It seems to me that
this is a fair illustration. We
come to our Savior; we begin to
tell him what wonderful works
we have done; that we have builg
a college and endowed it, we
have built an asylum for the
blind, a home for the feehle
minded; we have done many
‘good works, and we ask God,
because of these good works

which we have done, to receive

us into his kingdom and give
unto us the gift of eternal life,
and an inheritance in the king-
dom of God; but we are told, it
is not by works of righteousness
‘twhich we have done,” it is not
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according to ‘“‘our works’ that
we are to be saved and received
into the kingdom of God, but itis
by doing his works that we are
to enter therein; and hence he
points us to the door and says,
““You obey the laws of adoption,
come into my kingdom by the
door, as 1 have commanded, and
then I stand ready, willing and
anxious to give unto you the gift
of eternal life. I will not charge
you anything ‘for it; I will not
ask you millions of dollars nor
even thousands, not even nickles
nor pennies, but all you have to
do is to do ‘my works,””” those
“good works which God hath
ordained” that man should walk
in them. . And when we do his
works, simple though they may
be, then God gives unto us the
gift of eternal life, and he says
to us, ‘“Those deeds which you
have done, which you bringhere,
and which, because of them, you
ask me fo give you an inheritance
in my kingdom, were done while
you were a citizen of another
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government, another country,
while you were in the kingdom
of darkness, while you were in
the kingdom of death. ~Now, if
you want the gift of eternal life,
you come in by the door, be de-
livered ‘from the powers of
darkness aud translated into the
kingdom of God’s dear Son’ and
then the ‘gift of God is eternal
life’ unto you; uuto every other
individual whoe willacceptitupon
the conditions prescribed in my
law.” Upon the condition, then,
of doing his work, men will be
saved in the kingdom of heaven,
but if we undertake to be saved
by doing cur own works, then let
me assure you, my friends, it
will be a failure in every sense
of the word.

It seems to me that th1s
thought is expressed by the
Savior in Mark 7, where he says,
beginning at the seventh verse:
“Howbeit, in vain do ye worship
me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men. For
laying aside the commandment
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of God, ye hold the tradition of
men, as the washing of pots and
cups; and many other such like -
- things ye do. And he said unto
them, Full well ye reject the com-
mandment of God, that ye may
keep your own tradition.”” There |,
is the trouble, my friends, we
reject the commandments of God
that we may do our own will,
keep our own traditions, instead
of the works of God. And evi-
dently these traditions and “dead
works” which the people were
trusting in for salvation, were
the ones to which the apostle
refers, when he says, “Not ac-
cording to our works;’ ‘‘with-
out the deeds of the law,” “not
by werks of rightecusness which
we have done.” These would
not, and could 1not, save us in the
kingdom of God. But weshould
keep his commandments and,
instead ‘of introducing the com-
mandments of men, the doctrines
of men, the works of men, and
doing them as the religion of
Jesus Christ, we should be very
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careful at all times that the
works are of God and not of man.
- Hence, we can see the force of
the gquestion that the Savior pro-
pounded to the Pharisees when
he asked them, “The baptism of
John, was it from heaven or of
men?”’ Now, they kunew, they
reasoned among themselves and
. said, “If we say from heaven, he
will say, Why did ye not believe
him?”  They understood the
force of this question, and hence
refused to answer him. = So
when any work is presented
to us in connection with the’
gospel of Christ, the questfion
should be, Is it the work of God
or is it the work of men? = Ifif
is the work of man, then 1 am
just as willing to admit that it
will not save, as you dare to be;
but if it is the work of God then
I say this, “he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in
heaven,’” he is to enter therein.
I say it is ““to him that over-
cometh and keepeth my works
unto the end,” as saith the Lord
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Jesus Christ, who is to be saved,
and receive power over the
nations. The only question for
us to decide in regard to any
work that may be required of us,
is, whether that work is the work
of God or not. If itis the work
of God, then it is essential and
necessary to our salvation and
final exaltation in the celestial
kingdom of our Ged. So when
we come to examine the Scrip-
tures, we want to keep in mind
how it is that men can save
themselves.

As already stated, the Lord
Jesus Christ had come and died
for man. He had passed through
the pains of death; had risen

~from the grave and was now the
victor. The Apostle Peter, on
the day of Pentecost, had present-
ed Christ unto the people as a
risen Savior, as one who was
able, willing and ready to save
them, and when they cried out,
Men and brethren, what shail we
do? he says to them, ‘“Repent.”
Now, the duestion is, is that the
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work of God, or is it the work ot

“men? “Repent and be baptized -

every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins, and you shall receive
“the gift of the Holy Ghost.”” Let.
me ask again, when the Apostle
Peter says, “Repent and be bap:
tized,” ete., was he teaching the
doctrine of Christ or the com-
mandments of men? If it was
the commandments of men, then
itis in vain to expeci salvation
by obeying what he says; but if
it is the doctrine of the Lord,-
then remember, it is “‘not every
one that saith, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom. of
heaven, but he that doeth the
will of my ¥ather which is in
heaven.” ,

MNow, ask the Apostle Peter
what shall we do to be saved?
He has told them just what they
shall do, repent and be baptized,
and then he says, “Now save
yourselves from this untoward
generation.” The Lord Jesus .
Christ has done his part; he suf-
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fered and died for you; he has
rigen triumphant from death and
the grave for you; he has brought
salvation to you and offers it to
you upon these conditions; now,
it is left with yourselves wheth-
er you will be saved, or whether
vou will be lost. Now, I trust
you can see, my friends, how it
is that these people were able to
save themselves; in other words,
how their salvation was placed
in their own hands; they ecould
be saved, or they could be con-
demned, just as they chose; they
could obey God and live, or they
could reject his commandments
and die; and hence, they were
in that peculiar position de-
goribed by the prophet when he
says, “Choose you this day whom
you will serve.” They were left
then to decide and act for them-
selves; the plan of salvation had
‘been laid out for them, God had
done his pars and he leaves it
now for them to do their part.
They may go to work of them-
. selves in their own way, butthat
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would not do. . The command-
ments of man would be in vain;
it rnust be by doing ‘“his work,”
and the Apostle Peter here was
either teaching the doctrine of
man, or the doctrine of Jesus:
Christ, one of the two. 1f you
say he was teaching the doc-
trines of man, then he was teach-
ing in vain; but the very fact
that they had just been endowed
with the power of God’s Spirit
from on high; that they were all
filled with the Sypirit of God, pre-
cludes the idea that they were
teaching the doctrines of men,
and bence forces me to the con-
viction that it was the doctrine
of the Lord Jesus Christ; and
that when he said, *‘Repent and
be baptized,’’ he was telling them
to do the works of God, “which -
God hath ordained that we shounld
walk in them,” and by doing
these good works they would be
enabled to “save yoursslves from -
this untoward generation.”

Now, I might illustrate further
here by saying, supposing a man -
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was away down here in a pit.
We will suppose that the walls
of this pit are perpendicular and
they are slippery. Now, the
man goes to work to climb up,
but he has no foothold, and no
handhold. He malkes no prog-
ress whatever, although he
works from meorning till night,
and from night till morning; and
when he starts in each morning,
he is at the bottom of the pit,
and at sunset. he is still there.
His works can never save him.
But a friend comes along, con-
- structs a great ladder, and lets
it down to him. This ladder is
strong enough to bear him up,
but there are some peculiar cir-
cumstances in the way that the
friend cannot go down to him
- and carry him ouf; but he con-
structs aladder, perhaps at great
expense and labor, and, when
finished, and let down to the man
in the pit, he is told to climb out
upon if, round by round, and
save himself from this condition
in which he is placed. Wel],
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suppose this individual says,
“Theladderis allright, but I want
to be saved so as to be independ-
ent;” and he still climbs away at
the sides of the pit. Now, his
works can never save him, but
his friend at the top has told him
to do & certain work, that is, to
climb up this ladder. If he will
do the work that his friend has
commanded, he can be saved all
right, but you see if he trusts in
his own works they arein vain.
It seems to me this is just the
way with us. We were away
down in sin and death; we were
dead in sin. We were not able
to save ourselves; we were un-
able to make ourselves alive
from this condition; but the
Savior, the friend, locksd down-
upon us and tock compassion on
us. He came down and sutfered.
and died for us and then arose
triumphant, went back to his
Father and sotdown with himon
his throune, and let down a great
ladder to us, the gospel ladder,
and he tells us now to tako bal‘l
of this ladder and climb up; to
commence &t the bottom, believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ; then
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take another round, repent of
your sins; then another step, be
baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of your
sins; then another step, have
hands laid upon you for the re-
ception of the Holy Spirit; then
after that the resurrection of the
dead and eternal judgment, and,
finally, after that, the place ot
happiness in the kingdom of God.
Now, the individual says to him,
“No, Lord, the ladder Iocks al-
right, but I want to be independ-
ent; I don’t want to be beholden
to anybody for my salvation; I
wantb tc save myself in a manner
that I can boast, hence I am go-
ing to work out my salvation in-
dependent of this gospelladder.”
He tries to pull himself up by
his own works, bub will he be
saved in the kingdom of God? 1
answer, No. Why? DBecausehe
is trusting in “dead works;” in
works of his own and notin the
works of God. But, on the other
_hand, suppose he says that the
ladder is all right and he thinks it
is -sufficient, but he does not
want to work atall, and he sits
down and says, ‘“Lord, if you
want me, come down after me
and carry me to heaven on flow-
ery beds of ease.””” What would

www.LatterDayTruth.org



32
you think of that individual? 1
- know what you would  think
You'd think he was not worth
saving, and that he ought not to
be saved. And then again; sup-
pose an individual looks at the
gospel ladder that our friemd
from above has let down, and he
says, ‘I belleve.”” Now, what
kind of a faith? There is a dead
faith in the world, but the
Apostle Paul says that in Christ

Jesus “neither circumeision -

availeth anything, nor uncircum-
cision; but faith which worketh
by love.”—Gal. 5: 6. And the
Apostle John says, ‘This is the
love of God that we keep his com-
mandments;’”’ and, if the faith
that availeth anything in Christ
Jesus is the faith that “works
by love,” then it works by keep-
ing the commandments of God.
Now, if this man in the pit has
that kind of faith, the faith that
works by keeping the command-
ments of God, he will lay hold of
the gospelladder; he will believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ with
that faith that works; hence,
when he believes, and receives
that living faith, he will go to
work and take the first step, and
then another, and another, and
by and by he reaches the top,
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is delivered from the powers of
darkness, and translated dinto
the kingdom of God’s dear Son.
But whose works has he done?
He has done the works of God,
the works that God had com-
manded him to do.

Now, you may say he was
saved by faith. And so he was;
but he had to do the ‘“‘works of
.God”" in order to make his faith
avail anything in Christ Jesus.
His faith saved him because it
was a faith that works by keep-
ing the commandments of God.
We may say it was the ladder
that saved him; that God saved
him; that works saved him; and
we would be right in every one,
because he could not have been
saved without the help of God,
without the gospel ladder; he
could not have been saved with-
out the faith that led him to
work, to obedience; and he could
not have been saved without the
works; so you see that when he
says he was saved by faithitis
correct. When James says he
was justified by his works it was
true; when Paul says that “eter-
nal life is a gift from Goed,” it is
correct, because man has paid
nothing for his salvation. He
simply climbs up the ladder as
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the Liord has told him, obeys the
command ments, and enters into
- thekingdom; and God then gives
unto him eternal life. So you
will see that while there is a cer-
tain work required of him, yet
“acternal life’’ is not, and cannot
be purchased by man—it is
eift. So when we read herein
the Scriptures that it is not ac-
cording to ‘“‘our works,”’ let us
keep in mind that there is a dif-* -
ference between ‘“our works”
and the “*works of God.”” That
“our works’’ are the command-
ments of men; ‘“our works’ are
the doctrines of men; but the
“work of God” which he has
commanded us to do, is that
which will lead us—if we obey it,
and keep faithful unto the end
of our days—uato eternal life,
and secure t0 us power  over
the nations, and we shall liveand
reign with him. Hence, my
friends, when the gospel is pre-
sented to vou; the way of life and
salvaticn is preached by those
having authority, and you are
given a chance to accept it, then
your salvation is left, toa certain
extent, in your own hands, and
the Apostle Peter could well say,
“Save yourselves from this un-
toward generation.”
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