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Sidney Rigdon. Being somewhat ac-
quainted with Elder Rigdon in the early

history of the Church, and have heard him |~

interrogated both in public and in private
concerning his knowledge of the Book of
Mormon, and the Spaulding
and at one particular time and place while
preaching to a large congregation, bore
his testimony with such power in the
Spirit of God that scores were soon after
baptized, and joined the Church, I submit
the following testimony from two others
and myself :—

We, the undersigned, feel it our duty,
and are willing to béar our testimony con-
cerning the Book of Mormon at any
reasonable time and place, and. especially
concerning the following incident in re-
lation to Elder Rigdon.

In the spring of 1838 or 1834 at the
house of Samuel Baker, near New Por-
tage Medina County, Ohio, we whose
signatures are affixed, did hear Elder Sid-
ney Rigdon, in the presence of a large
congregation, say he had been informed
that some in the neighborhood had accused
him of being the instigator of the Book of
Mormon. Standing in the door way,
there being many standing in the door
yard; he; holding up the Book of Mormon,
said *I testify in the. presence of this
congregation, and before God and all the
Holy Angels up yonder, (pointing towards
Heaven), before whom I expect to give
account at the judgment day, that I never
saw & sentence of the Book of Mormon, I
never penned a sentence of the Book of
Mormon, I never knew that there was
such a book in existence as the Book of
Mormon, until it was presented to me by
Parley P. Pratt, in the form that it now is.”

PHINEAS BRONSON.
HIEL BRONSON.
MARY D. BRONSOX.

Romance,

Brother Hiel thinks .it was in 1834, bat
sister Mary, his Wife, and I think it was
in 1833, so we have put it 1833 or 1834.

PHINEAS BRONSON.

- Gonterences,

Anunnal General Conference for 187 2@

The Annuul General Conference conven-
ed at, the Saints’ Hall, corner of LaBeaume
and Broadway, St. Louis, Mo., at 10 a.x.,
April 6th, 1872,

Conference organized by the election of
Joseph Smith as president, Mark H. Fors-
cutt as secretary, Alexander H. Smith and
Henry A. Stebbins as clerks. )

10 a.m. Opening Services: bymns 4 and
718. Prayer by the President.

The President made some very pleasing
remarks in acknowledgment of the contin-
ued confidence manifested in his electior
to preside over the Conference, and as pre-
giding officer. he asked that uniform good
attention and good conduct should mark
ithe agsembly. As those claiming to have
‘attaived to a better life, we should be good,
corvderly, and noble, and never be found
itransgressing the rules of deliberative as-
isemblies. The general welfare of the whole
Iehurch should be our first object, as a Gen-
eral Conference. and all measures or feei-
ings of a personal or selfish nature should
ibe avoided. Considerable business would
probably be done, and it was expected that
there would be considerable preaching
also. In our business transactions, the
right of free speech would not be curtail-
ed; and the exercise of that right would
not infringe upon the rights of others.
Liberty does not mean license.

Benediction by Elder W. W. Blair.

1:80 p.m. Hymnus 187 and 1084. Prayer
by Elder Alexander H. Smith.

Brethren John Clark and Alex. Greer
were appointed to act as deacons for Con-
ference.

Minutes of last Semi-Aunual Genera¥
Conference were read by the clerk. and
approved.

REPORTS OF DISTRICTS AND ELDERS.

String Prairie aud Nawvoo : By Alex. 1.
Smith, presiding elder, in person, as con-
taining 7 branches, numbering 281 meni-
bers, including 2 high priests, 4 seventies,
27 elders, 9 priests, 8 teachers, 5 deacons.
The general condition of the work was en-
rcouraging, new fields were opening. amd
'earnest enquiry being made by many,
Pittsfield, 111. : By Elder Coruelins Miily,
idelegate, in person. as containing 4 braneh-
es, numbering 57 members, including one
seventy, 3 elders, 1 priest. District not ia
igood condition. Some of the branches in
ia broken and disorganized state.
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Fastern Mission: By Elder Josiah Ells,
who incorporated with the mission his re-
port of personal labor, which was both
cheeving and encouraging. Ile had trav-
eled upwards of 8,000 miles, preached from
two to five times per week, traveled through
four districts, administered with remarka-
#le success the ordinance for the sick, and
trelieved that hundreds in his ﬁo]d of labor
were convinced of the truth of the work,
though they did not obey. He believed
that a good work wounld be done in Maine
the coming season. Openings for preach-
ing unlimited. DBrethren Joseph Lakeman
and John (. Foss arve effective laborers in
that field, and of good report among the
pecple. The su.nts mostly are poor in
Maine, their mode of Iabor, as fishermen,
heing precarions. Some laborer should go
there. There is also an interesting fleld
in Rhode Island. Some very interesting
cases of healing were narrated by Br. Ells
as having occurred in Rhode Island, one
of them.that of 2 woman who bad suffered
from cancer in the stomach, and from whom
ilie cancer was instantly removed by divine
power on heing administered to. In Mas-
sgchusetts the work was in a healthy con-
dition: In Brooklys, Long Island, and
Pittsburgh, Penn., the work had been pro-
zecuted as well as it could. The brother
im.& been greatly blessed in his Iabor, and
ired still to continue his work w hﬂe

e lasted.

Fmabzuy/’z, Po.: By Br. J. Bils, delegate,
as containing 9 branches, and an aggre-
gate of some 160 members. Good oppor-

tunities for preaching had presented them.

"selves; doors had been opened on every
band, and favorable attention paid to the
preaching of the gospel.

Elder Wm. W. Bluir reported his win-
tor’s lahors in western Towa and Nebraska,
and his belief that the saints in general
have a better understanding of the work,

@ greater zeal and love for it than fmmm-
ty. e had had lavge attendance at his
meetings: and a goodly number signified
wore or less thought of coming into the
ahureh sooner or later. Considerable ad-
itions had been made.

BOARD OF PUBLICATION.

President J. Smith apnounced that the
I.egisiature had yet passed no Iaw by which
the Board of Publication could be organ-
ized. There was a law; but it required a
sompany of Stockholders, a Board of Di-

ectors, and other features such as the
Board appointed by the church did not
possess, The Board are waiting for a con-
templated law that will give religious bod-

ies holding property as a whole, the right
to organize.

REPORT OF DISTRICTS AND ELDERS
CONTINUED.

Northern Illinois: By presiding Elder
H. A. Stebbins, in person, as containing
12.branches, and 517 members, including .
2 first presidency, 2 apostles, 1 presiding
bishop, 10 high priests, 7 seventies, 89
elders, 10 priests, 11 teachers, 7 deacons.
Within the past year one new branch had
been organized, containing 37 members,

‘and one branch of 10 members disorgan-

ized. 40 had been added by baptism, 11
by letter, 8-by vote, total increase 59; 21
had been removed by letter, 9 by expul-
sion, 5 by death, total decrease 35; leav-
ing a net gain to the district of 24. The
District, as a whole, is in good condition.
Efforts have been and are still being made
to prosecute the work, though the District
is so large that ever the presiding officer
leaves much unattended tc which he re-
grets to see neglected. It is believed that
the branches are in a better gpiritual con-
dition, and that endeavors are made to aid
the good and to deal with the evil and the
recreant.

Elder Jokn I1. Lake reported, in person,
his Canada Mission. He and Elder Joseph
Snively had preached 107 times, and bap-
tized a number. The Lord had blessed
him, and he had realized more mercies and
favors than ever before. They had been
guided by the Spirit of God, and they had
never lacked food or shelier, and had
preached at every opportunity.  The ”
brother mentioned a remarkable case of
healing through the prayer of faith. Bro.
Snively is still laboring there, and Bro.
Duncan Campbell with him.

The Alabamea and Florida District was
reported by letter from Elder L. F. West,
presiding elder, as containing 8 branches,
8 of which have been organized since last
report. Approximate numerical strength
330, of which from 70 to 75 has been bap-
tized since last report. Number of elders
15, 9 acting as branch officers. Some who
are not 80 acting are inactice, as also some
who are thus acting are otherwise inactive,
while others who have a dispoesition to la-
bor, are so encumbered with the cares of
life that they are hindered; there are
many opportunities of doing good unim-
proved in consequence, and many fields
that appear ready to harvest stand wasting
without a reaper. There is probably a
sufficient number of priests, teachers, and
deacouns, for the present demaund, and most
all the officers of the district, including
elders, appear faithful and earnest. In
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some of the branches, they are striving to
keep things right, while in some others,
carelessness may be observed.- This is,
however, more apparent than resl; for in
some cases the members are very much
seattered,  There is not that spiritual
strength manifested in the District that
one would be glad to see; but the scatter-
ed condition can be plead here especially,
if we want an excuse for indifference,
which is commonly the case. We are look-
ing and praying for better times this year,
and are going to put forth our feeble ef-
forts for the advancment of the cause.

PBr. T. W, Smith has Iabored very effici-
ently with us the past year, and we trust
to have him continued with us.- He is
highly esteemed by the saints here. We
would gladly welcome any that may be
sent by the conference to labor here, as
we do not think an industrious elder can
be at any loss for opportunities to labor in
the country round about. Several new
fields have opened lately, where the pros-
pects are good. Our record is so imper-
fect that most all the numbers here given
are approximated. From six to ten have
been disfellowshiped within the past year.

The Nodaway ( Mo.) District was reported
by letter (through the Becretary) from
Elder Wm. Woodhead, presiding elder, as
having been organized out of the North-
West Missouri District, November 18th,
1871, and as cousisting of three branches,
containing 90 members, including 11 eld-
s, 8 priests, 1 teacher, 2 deacons. The
flicial members as a general thing are
“hotive in preaching the word, and are
meeting with considerable opposition in
some places. On the whole there is a
good spirit manifested in the meetings of
~the saints, and an apparent determination
-to do right, and deal justly with all men.

The saints here have the reputation of be-

ing an honest, industrious people, but of

course deceived.
Kewanee Districi: By Elder J. 8. Patter-
son, presiding elder, in person, as dele-

gate, who reported the district as in-good|

eondition, - with few exceptions, and as
containing 11 branches, 10 of which re-
ported 875 members, including 2 high
priests, 1 seventy, 87 elders, 9 priests, 12
teachers, 8 deacons. Increase 7, decrease
13,

Galland’s Grove: By Elder Thos. Dob-
son, presiding elder, by letter, (through
Elder Blair). as consisting of 7 branches,
containing 358 members, including 4 high
priests, 2 seventies, 40 elders, 10 priests,
10 teachers, 6 deacons, 59 gain since Semi-
Annual Conference.

A good feeling generally prevails, ex-
cept in the North Grove branch, where
there has been some difficulty.

We have been very much assisted in our
labors the past winter by our beloved
brother, Elder W. W. Blair. Our local
elders, many of them, are earnestly en-
gaged in endeavors to spread the truth.
Among those that have been most active,
are Uncle John A. Melntosh, C. Derry,
Eli Clothier, Ira A. Goff, W. H. Jordan,
John Rounds, and R. R. Montgomery.
George Montague, of Boyer Valley branch,
has also been laboring to the extent of his
abilities. There is at present a much
greater call for preaching than ever be-
fore, with a good prospect for a large in-
crease in membership.

Qur last quarterly conference, which
met at Galland’s Grove, 2nd Saturday in
March, passed the following resolution, -
which they desired me to present with my
report:

¢“Resolved, that we ask the Annual Con-
ference, to be held at St. Louis, April 6th,
to appoint the next Semi-Annual Confer-
ence within our reach, and if appointed at
Gralland’s Grove, Shelby Co., Iowa, this
conference will guarantee that there shall
be plenty of hay and wood furnished.”

Irremont District: By Elder Wm. Red-
field, presiding elder, by letter, as con-
taining 8 branches, and 283 members, in-
cluding 4 high priests, 2 seventies, 29
elders, 10 priests, 10 teachers, 7 deacons.
increase 6.

Pottawatomie. District - By-Elder C. G.
McIntosh, presiding elder, by letter,
(through the Secretary), as containing 7
branches, and, (with scattered members),
373 members, including 1 high priest, 5
seventies, 44 elders, O priests, 9 teachers,
5 deacons. Increase 47, decrease 27.

Southern Nebraska District: By Elder
James Kemp, presiding elder, by letter,
(through Elder Bleair), as consisting of 4
branclies, one organized since the fall con-
ference, containing 1556 members, inclu-
ding 16 elders, 6 priests, 8 teachers, 8
deacons. Prospects for an increase are
considered good, and there are many calls
for preaching, more than the elders can fill.

Little Siouz: By Elder James C. Crabb,
presiding elder, by letter, as consisting of
9 branchies, containing 320 members, in-
cluding 4 high priests, 1 bishop, 4 seven-
ties, 46 elders, 10 priests, 7 teachers, 4
deacons.

Benediction by the president.

7:30 r.m. Hymns 31 and 126. Prayer
by Elder Wm. W. Blair.

REPORTS CONTINUED.
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North- West Missouri: By Elder ¥. M.
Bevins, delegate. The brother did not
consider the district as being in a good
condition ; yet numbers are being added,
and some of the elders are having good
success in their labors. Some difficulty in
some of the branches.

Belleville, or 2nd Sub-Dist. of Si. Louis:
By Elder Geo. Hicklin, presiding elder, in
person, as being in a good condition. Sub-
District contains 7 branches, numbering
110 membérs, including 85 official mem-
bers. 18 had been added by baptism, He
had preached some. 60 times during the
year. Prospects good. The elders had
tabored, and God had blessed their efforts.

Decatur District: By letter from A. W.
Moffit, presiding. elder, as embracing the
counties of Decatur, Wayne, Lucas, Clark,
Union, and Ringgold in Towa, and Harri-
son and Mercer in Missouri. The district
contains but 2 branches, having a member-
ship of 188, including 2 high priests, 3
seventies, 10 elders, 8 priests, 2 deacons,
Condition of the district reported to- be
good, and calls for preaching more numer-
ous than can be supplied. The North-
West Missouri, and Nodaway districts are
requested to notice that Harrison and
Mercer counties of Missouri are claimed
by the Decatur district, as some of the
members of the two branches of that dis-
trict reside in those counties.

-Elder C. G Lanphear 1ep01ted his mis-
sion by letter, as follows:

“After my release from the Southern
Mission, before leaving there for the north,
1 find from my journal that I attended two
digtrict conferences; four two-day’s meet-
ings, and preached about 17 times at the
conferences and meetings and surrounding
places.
December, 1871, and returned to the north,
where I arrived on the 4th of January,
1872. 1 have preached seven or eight
times since. 1 have assisted in confirma-

tion of two members, the blessing of chil-|

dren, and the administering to a number
of the sick. The prospects for the preach-
ing of the gospel and the advance of the
work in the Southern States is good. Many
of the. people there are very hospitable
and kind ; and there are many places there
where they are very desirous to hear the
word. The change from the southern cli-
mate to that of the north at winter season
was harder on my constitution than what
T thought it would be; but I begin to feel
better now as the spring weather advan-
ees. My intent and purpose is to labor in
the gospel where the Lord will; and wis-

dom may direct; but I am not able tol

I left there on the 25th day of

travel on foot to that extent that I have
done heretofore. Much kindness and care
were extended to me by the saints in the
gouth while with them, also hospitality by
the people of the south, in Tenneess, Ala-
bama and Florida. I feel at peace with
God and with all men, and that my labors
thus far are accepted of the Lord.”

Elder Henry J. Hudson reported by let-
ter, as follows:

“I have diligently circulated the memo~
rial to Congress, prepared by the April
Conference of 1870, among the Legisla-
tors of the State of Nebraska, and among
all the State officials. As a consequence,
it has led me into many discussions, or
rather conferences, with some of the best
minds of the State, both judicial and cler-
ical; the platform of our faith published
therein, affording a wide scope for presen-
tation of the gospel. How far the truth
hag been benefited by my labors or injured,
I must leave with my Master, and if my
brethren deem me worthy, I shall be proud
to accept a continuance of their confi-
dence.”

Elder I. Sheen presented his report by
letter, (through the Secretary), as Church
Librarian; and General Church Recorder,
as follows;

Pravo, 1L, April 1, 1872,

Report of the Librarian of the Reor-
ganized Church of J. C. of L. D. 8., to the
Annual Conference of the Church appoint-
ed to be held April 6, 1872.

Bretbren and Sisters:—The following
books have been added to the Library
since the report was sent to the last Annual
Conference. As there were then 33 books
in the Library, those added since have
been numbered as follows:

No.
34 Fables of Infidelity. By R. Patterson.
85 Prussia and the Franco-Prussian War.
By John 8. C. Abbott.
Electro-Physiclogy. By Gershom Huff.
Pagsional Hygiene and Natural Medi-
cine. By M. E. Lazarus. -
Laws of Business. By Theo. Parsons.
Book of Mormon in French.
'Vhllemal Star, Vol 10.
(13
8.
Per secutlons of Latter Day Saints.
Bibliothica Classica. By J. Lempriere.
Antiquities of the Hebrew Republic.
By Thos. Lewis.
Pre-Adamite Man. By Dr. Randolph.
"\hllemal Star, Vol. 11,

36
37

38
39
40
41
42
43
44

45
46

47 w12,
48 ‘e 113 ¢« 13,
49 113 6 ¢ 14,
50 €@ € “ 15,
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51 Saints’ Harp.

52 Heaven; or an Eaquiry into the abode
of the sainted dead. By H. Harbaugh,
A. M. !

58 Letters of John Fletcher.
54 Mormon Prophet. By Mrs. C. V. Waite.
55 Sermons on the Sabbath and Law. By

J. N. Andrews, Seventh Day Adventist.
Only the names of the donors of some of
the above mentioned hooks can be given at
thig time. They are as follows: Numbers
35, 86 and 387, by Thomas R. Allen; num-
bers 40 and 41, by Thos. Kay; number 43,
by John Sutton; numbers 44 and 45, by
Geo. Thorpe; numbers 46, 47, 48, 49 and
50, by Chas. D. Norton; number 55, by 1.}
Sheen. '
- The Church Library is in the Publish-
ing House of the Latter Day Saints, there-
fore donations to the Library are advan-
tageous to the Publishing Department of
the church universally. |
Your brother, Isaac Surny.
Praxo, I, April 1, 1872,
Report of the General Church Recorder!
to the Avnnual Conference of the Reorgan-
ized Church of Jesus Christ of L. D. S.
Beloved Brethren and Sisters :-—As there
is no roow in’ the General Church Record|
to record many of the Dranch Reporis
which have been sent to me within the last
three months, I have concluded to post-
pone sending a report.
I remain your brother in the bonds of
the gospel. Isaac SHyEN., !
Elder Mark 17, Forscutt, as President of|
the Committee on Music, reported that but!
little had yet been done by the committee;
but he hoped by next General Conference
to be able to present a satisfactory report,
as the committee were at work. Br. David
. Smith had contributed some original
music. ‘
The President reporied that Brethren K.
¢ Briges and B, L. Kelley were laboring
faithfully in Michigan, and were doing a
good work -there: Br. Wim. 1. Kelley inj
Indiana; Br. J. W, Briggs is doing some-i
thing in Towa in local labor; and Brother!
Samuel Powers in Wisconsin, .
The English mission should be supplied.
Urgent calls come from Utah for a candid,
carnest, careful man. There is one who
can go from California, and there are somef
who are willing to go to England and Scot-|
Jand when there shall be conditions met as
are recesgsary under the circumstances of
those brethren.
He, the President, had songht to know,
since the death of Br. Zenos H. Gurley,
whether the time was come, or would come

at this confercnce, for members to be ad-

ded to the Quorum of the Twelve, but as
yet had obtained no indications in that re-
spect, though he had looked forward anx-
jously to this time.

With respect to the First Presidency ;
Br. Wm. Marks is very aged and feeble,
and may be taken away at any time—this
would leave the First Presidency with one
member only. He had ‘also sought for
light on this question, and received a very
pleasing intimation that it would be provi-
ded for, though no especial designatiom
was made, ;

The speech of the President wag listened
to with great interest, and was a fitting
closé to the first day’s services and sessions,

Benediction by Br. W. W. Blair.

SUNDAY, APRIL 77y,

10:80 .. Hymns 729 and 448 sung.
Prayer by Br. W. W. Blair.

Tlder Josiah Ells preached on **The
Priesthood,” to a fair-sized audience.

Hymn 651 sung. Benediction by Prest,
J. Smith.

2:30 p.ar. Hymmus 518 and 782 sung
Prayer by Elder 1. P. Green. Bran. Wm.
H. Hazzledine and Abraham Leese admin-
istered the sacrament, Bra. W. W, Blair
and J. 8. Patterson bhlessed four children.
Brn. J. Ells and J H. Lake administered
to a child that was sick. A number of the
saints testified, and a peaceable time was
enjoyed.

Hymn 228 sung.
Ellse -

Officials Present.—1 of first presidency,
2 apostles, 5 high priests, 2 seventies, 4%
elders, 11 priests, 9 teachers, 1 -deacon.

7:30. Hymns 78 and 92 sung. - Prayer
by Elder J. Ells.

George Bony and Mary Mattes, who had
been baptized by Br. Wm. Anderson, of
St. Louis, daring -intermission, were con-
firmed by Elders M. . Forscutt and J. 8.
Patterson.

President J. Smith preached to a good
sized congregation.

Hymn 235 sung. DBenediction by B,
Wm. H. Hazzledine,

TO BE CONTINUED.

Benediction by Br. J.

A

Little Seuwx District.

The Conference of this Disirict convened
at ‘McHenry's Scheol Houze, Bigler’s
Grove, Jowa, March 2, 1872, . J. C. Crabb,
president; D. Maule, J. B. Lyile, elevks.

Minutes of last conference read amd
adopted.

Blders John Thomas, J. €. Crabb, J. B.
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Louis branch since General Conference.
Others there are ready, or nearly so; I
trust that they will not allow care to choke
the seed. ' I had the pleasure of delivering
three lectures on the Book of Mormon, in
support of its claims, one on its internal
evidences, one on the monumental eviden-
ces in favor of it, and one on the prophet-
ical evidencesin relation to it. I wasblest
with good liberty, and with good sized
audiences who gave excellent attention.
There was considerable interest shown
in the work at Belleville, Gartsides and
Alma, 1L, and at Gravois and Cheltenham,
Mo., at all of which places I had the pleas-
ure of preaching also the gospel of Christ.
May the Lord prosper his work in those

places. Yours ever, for Christ,
MARK H. FORSCUTT.
Brooningrox, McLean Co., I1L.
May 1, 1872,
Br. Joseph.

This branch is presided over by Br.
James Clifford. The branch numbers fif-
teen members, includ'ing three elders and
one priest.

This branch was before known as the
St. David’s branch, in Fulton Co., Illineis,
the members having all moved from there
excepting the presiding elder, Br. Edward
Bennett, who is still there.

The branch is in tolerably good con-
dition, still there is need of some improve-
ment. :

We desire to do the best we can in the
strength of the Lord. Yours,
' EDWARD T. WILLIAM

Formerly of Nevada.

L e —
Viowna, Richland Co., Wis.,

March 8, 1872,
Dear Brother Joseph

I was baptized last fall by Br. A.
Bronson into the Church of Christ. Since
then I have been trying to do right as
near as I can. I feel that I must, or have
my own csnoe to paddle, and the tide is
swift in this dark day. Let us labor
while it is day, that we may not fall out

by the way; but hold out faithful to the
end. It is.a hard thing to get the people
here to listen to the ¢ Mormons.” The
most of them are against us; but we will
let our light so shine, that if they reject
us, the Lord will speak in tones louder
than words. I was ordained a priest by
A.Bronson, so that I am an officer in God’s
kingdom, though in weakness; but I hope”
that God will give me grace to discharge
my duty with an eye single to his glory.
Now is the time in life’s sunny morn tolay .
up treasures in heaven, ere winter's age
comes on. JOHN M. MATTHES.

PP
o

In Damascus three thousand Mohamme-
dans have avowed a desire to become
Christians. They have regular prayer
meetings and pray lo the Lord Jesus Christ
that he will reveal himself as their Savior,
and lead them in the way of truth. There
is also a great spiritual movement in Persia
looking forward to the speedy coming of
the Savior.

Gontevences,

Annual General Conference for 1872,

[Continued from page 284.]
MONDAY, APRIL 8ra.
9:30-a.m. " Hymn 615 sung. ~Prayer by
President J. Smith.

Minutes of sessions held on the 6th and
7th were read by the Secretary and ap-
proved.

The President stated that two cases had
been appealed to the High Council of the
Church; but as it was impracticable for
them to meet at this Conference, he would
suggest that a committee be appointed to
examine these cases.

The following resolutions were present-
ed, and were carried.

On motion of Brn. M. H. Forscutt and
A. H. Smith. ’

Resolved that all questions for the con-
sideration of conference be presented in
writing, except permissive questions, mo-
tions for adjournment, motions determin-
ing the order of business, or motions call-
ing the question.

In response to the Presidents suggestion,
on motion of Brn. W. W. Blair and M. H.
Forscutt. :

Resolved that a committee be appointed
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to investigate difficulties that have arisen
in the Hanley Branch, England.

The President appointed Brn. Wm. W.
Blair, J. H. Lake and J. S. Patterson, as
said committee.

DISTRICT REPORTS RESUMED.

Wayne, Co., Ill.: By elder Thomas P.
Green, delegate, as containing 7 branches,
15 elders, 5 priests, 7 teachers, 6 deacons,
and a total membership of 1569. PDuring
the year 25 had been baptized. Some dif-
ficulties exist; but there is a general good
feeling among the saints, and in the world
toward the saints. If the saints would be
more slow to speak, and exercise more
charity, there would be a better report
still next time.

Central Nebraska, Neb.: By letter from
the president and secretary of the district,
Brn. Geo. Hatt and 8. Butler, as contain-
ing 5 branches and 212 members, includ-
ing 1 high priest, 1 seventy, 83 elders, 5
priests, 7 teachers, and 5 deacons.

Des Moines, Towa: By letter from the
president and secretary, Brn. I. N. White
and John Sayer, as containing 8 organized
branches, and, including members not con-
nected with the branches, 124 members,
of which number there are 15 elders, 4
priests, 3 teachers, and 1 deacon. 15 have
been baptized and one disfellowshiped.

The following Elders’ reports were read
by the secretary.

From Elder O. W. Lange: Since April
last I have, according to my circumstances,
preached at home and abroad both in En-
glish and German, have opened several
new places, baptized 2, confirmed 1, bless-
ed 5 children, administered to several sick
ones with good effect, distributed a num-~
ber of pamphlets both in German and Eng-
lish, held one debate (regular) with a
Campbellite minister, with a prospect of
more with ministers of different sects.
Many are believing the doctrine, and there
is a fair prospect of inducting the boldest
ones into the fold of Christ this Spring
Notwithstanding the great amount of op-
position and prejudice among the people,
the calls for preaching are pressing, and
more than I can attend to under my pecu-
niary circumstances.

From Elder J. Parsons: I have endeav-
ored to fill the mission entrusted to me at
the General Conference of April, 1871. 1
have not had the pleasure of baptizing

many, yet I rope and trust by the mercy |-

of God that the good seed of the kingdom
has been sown in the hearts of some. I
have Iabored in Mansfield and Banksville,
algo in Shawstown, Pa., in which place I

preached in the Methodist Church, until
the elders of the different bodies were de--
termined that I should preach no longer.
I then distributed a number of those silent
preachers, which I believe has had a good
effect, as I have since been invited:to come
and preach again., I have also preached
in Mercer County Pa., where I had the
pleagure of organizing a branch of the
church, and blessing one child; since
which time I have been preaching in Pitts-
burgh and Banksville. During the year I
have baptized 2, confirmed 8, blessed 3
children, and assisted in the baptisms and
confirmation of others. My family islarge,

which has prevented me from doing more

in my Master’s vineyard ; however, where
opportunity has offered, I have endeavored
to do my duty. Iintend toleave the State
of Pennsylvania for Jowa. I shall report
myself to the District where I move to,
and shall continue, by the help of my
Heavenly Father, to the best of my ability
to spread the glad tidings of the kingdom
of God. ‘
The Financial Report of the Herald Office
was read by the secretary, as follows:
FINANCIAL REPORT
of the Publishing House of the Church of
J. C.of L. D. 8., from March 1st, 1870, to
October 81st, 1871, inclusive. .
RECEIPTS.
Cash on hand March 1, 1870
From subscription for Herald,
Hope, free subseriptions, sales
of books, tracts, licenses, old
material, job work, donations
for general purposes, loans,
donations for Tract and Mis-
sionary Funds, for Order of
Enoch, Tithing, ete.

$ 70.55

17,800.83

$17,871.38

EXPENDITURES.

For printing paper $2,066.18
¢ Ink and roller composition 121.60
“ Books on sale 647.41
¢ Binding of books 1,087.34
¢ Postage stamps 6438.05

i

Freight charges, express, and

cartage 321.59
“ Wages of all engaged in the

Office 9,383.98
¢« Light and fuel 229.64
¢« Missionary fund 207.20
¢ Press fund, for type, electro- -

type plates, ete. 1,871.39
¢ Bills payable- 659.00
¢ Tithing, handed to

1. L. Rogers $163.56
¢« Poor of Plano, chrgd. 156.20

319.71
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¢« TUnited Order of Enoch 200.78
¢ Plano Church Building Com.  205.283
¢ Incidentals 394.74
Cash on hand November 1st, 1871 12.59

$17,871.38

LIABILITIES.
Notes given for borrowed money $2,000.00
Due sundry persons for mdse. 8565.79
Due N. Kennedy, for services 215.90

Accounts payable 348.87
$2,920.56
ASSETS.
Cash on hand $ 12.59
Presses, engine, boiler, and fix-
tures; paper, card, brass rule,
and lead cutters; binder’s press
and plow, ete. 8,647.75
Type, electrotype and stereotype :
plates, cabinets and composing
room fixtures 8,722.20
Editorial department 122.80
Book-keeper’s department, 16.85
Fixtures in store 320 55
Miscellaneous bound books 160.15
Holy Scriptures 782.20
Books of Mormon 166.20
Orson Pratt’s works 39.20
Saints’ Harps 111.50
Sheet music 8.70
Sunday School tickets 10.20
Tracts 609,89
Preaching and other notices 4.90
Stationery 14.79
Printing stock 119.52
Reports and Licenses 14.00
Concordance to Doctrine and Cov-
enants, in sheets 25.00
Book of Covenants, in sheets 69.00
0Old Heralds and Hopes §5.00
Accounts receivable, considered
good 1,141.41
$16,169.40

RoperT WARNOCK, Accountant.

Statementapproved by me Josepx SMirTH,
editor of Herald, in charge of Herald Office.

Case of appeal from John Beard was
taken up, and after some consideration of
it, the presenting and voting down of one
or two resolutions, at the suggestion of the
President, and on motion of Bran. William
Smith and C. Hall, it was

Resolved that the case of John Beard be
referred to the commitiee on the case of
the Hanley Branch, and that they be in-
structed to report as early as practicable.
Three negative votes.

The Secretary of the Church presented
and read the following

GENERAL CHURCH SECRETARY’S STATIS-
TICAL REPORT FOR 1871.

Branches having a [*] before them are those from
which I have received a report for 1871,~~the num-
bers of all the rest are gathered from Herald, Record-
er's book, and other sources, and are therefore but
approximate.

$ .
25 £ g = E‘é’
gp E g 2 Eg
= S =2 & =
Aberavon, Wales.
Aberdare
Aberaman } Wales 88 14 5 2 85
Believe these two branches to be one.
Alameda, Cal, 74 15 5 11 80
*Alma, 111, 23 76 12 29
Alveston, no report for some years.
Amboy, Iil, 61 61
*Atchison, Kan, 33 8 6 5 232
Austin, Nev, 25 25

Bandera, Texas, no report for some years
2

Banksville, Pa, 10 12
*Batavia, 11, 22 8 5 17
Bear Isle, Maine, 18 . 18
Beaufort, Wales, 6 12 12
Beaver City, Utah, 9 6 15
Beaver Creek, Iowa, 28 28

Bell Creek, Neb. Is this the same as Lit-
tle Bell Creek?

*Belleville, 111, 12 7 8 20

*Belmont, Ohio, 17 2 15 18 20

Belvidere, Iowa, no report for some years.

Benton, Kansas, Vi
Bethel Star, Pa, 4 11 11
*Bevier, Mo, English 21

Welsh 80 16 12 12 53

Two branches last report.

Birmingham, Eng, 45 4
Boomer, Towa, 24 1 2
*Boone Co., 11}, 18 2 9
*Boston, Mass, 21 8 5 T 23
Botany, Ontario, 9 9
*Boyer Valley, Iowa, 89 6 1 7 4b
Brookfield, Ohio, 40 40
Brooksville, Maine, 25 6 1 26
Brush Creek, Ilj, 46 5 13 59
Buckeye, Pa, 15 15
Buckhorn, Ontario, 89 6 2 4 . 41
Buffalo, Towa, 27 27
*Buffalo Prairie, 111,102 16 6 20 116
*Burlington, Wis, 33 1 34
Butternut Grove, Ioa,27 8 4 1 24
Cache Valley, Utah, 8 8
Cameron, Mo, 10 5 6 16
*Camp Creek, Neb, 15 10 2 28 41 °
Carson City, Nev, 85 12 7 14" 42
Centerville, Cal, 24 2 16 8
Church Hill, Pa, 10 10
#*Coldwater,Fla.orAlagl. 4 " 4 8 65
Coldwater, Mich, 31 6 5 26
*Columbus, Kan, 9 11 4 22 27
Columbus, Neb, 60 15 1 6t
*Coon Creek, Mo, 3 8 8
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#Council Bluffs, Ioa,109 22 20 22 111|Harris Grove, Iowa, 13 T2 8
#*Crescent City, lowa, 50 18 1 10 59} HendersonGrove,Ill,24 38 1 23
Cromoke-wood, Wales 6 6| Hickory Grove, Iowa. No report for some
Croton, Iowa, 9 2 6 7 20 years. .
Cwmavon, Wales, 9 9 | *Hopkins, Mich, 34 9 4 88
Darlington, Wis, 9 9| Humboldt, Cal. No report for some years.
*Davenport, Jowa, 29 6 4 1 26|Hyde Park, Pa, i3 3
Dayton, Nev, 1 8 8Independence, lowa, 18 7 20 88
*Deer Creek, 111, 11 8 14  25)*Island, Cal, 11 8 5 4 10
Deer Isle, Maine, 19 1 20(Jackson, Iowa, 12 2 1 ‘11
*DeKalb, Mo, 17 8 8 7 18|Jack’s Valley, Nev. No report for some
*Dennisport, Mass, 62 9 38 1 60 years.
*De Soto, Neb, 70 5 42 1 29|Janesville, Wis, 21 1 4 24
*Dry Fork, I, 22 5 2 5 25{Jordan, Iowa.
Dry Hill, Mo, 36 7 1 87)Kay’s Creek, Utah, 9 9
*Eden, Ind, 5 1 29 28{Keokuk, Iowa, 43 10 2 41
*EightMileGrove,loa, 7 8 26 23|*Kewanee, Ills, 101 26 2 19 118
" Elk Grove, Wis. Noreport for some years. | Kickapoo,Viola, Wis, 1 14 14
Elkhart, Ind. No report for some years. |Kizer Creek, Il
#Elm Creek, Jowa, 16 4 2 14 What County is this Branch in?,
Elmonte, Cal. No report for some years. |Lake, Mich. No report for years.
*Elm River, Ill, 11 3 2 13| Lamoine, I1I, 28 5 8 25
Enmnpire, Nev, 5 5| Lamoni, Jowa, 19 19
Ephraim, Utah, 446 9 1 45{*Lawrence, Mich, 19 2 14 33
Eureka, Cal, 14 14| Leland, 111, 9 9
*Evening Star, Ala, 10 4 47 BT}, No report in 1871.
#Fairview, Pa, 23 4 g8 9g|Lindsley, Ontario, 84 5 7 2 29
*Fall River, Mass, 42 12 4 17 56| Linn, Mo
#Farm Creek, lowa, 82 7 8 10 84 “I_ntt]e Bell Oreek, Neb, 3 12 12
Farmington, Iowa, 29 9 8 87 L%ttle Cannon, Minn, 27 27
*Far West, Mo, bé 28 98 L}ttle Deer Isle, Me, 2} 8 ) 21
Florence, Neb. Members moved away. Little Kennebec, Me, 85 2 33
Forest City, Mo, 11 4 1 | Little River, Towa, 70 17 18 26 %8
#*Fox River, Il 58 12 6 4 51]%Little Sioux, Towa, 103 18 16 13 100
Franklin, Iowa. No report for years. Little Wabash, Il1, 8 15 15
Franktown, Nev, 21 5 1 10| Llanelly, Wales, . 86 14 8 1 29
Freedom, Wis, 14 5 9 16| Llanfabon, Wales, 5 5
#*Fremont, Iowa, 64 19 17  81|Llanvalion, Wales, 6 ]
Manti formerly. Llanvasson, Wales, 6 2 6
Galesburg, Mo 49  48)%*London, England, 27 T 1 27
. . Formerly Spring River. *LoneStar,Fla.orAla 82 15 3 19 98
Galien, Mich, 84 3411 0wgap, Ind. or Toa. 6 6
*GallandsGrove,Joa 114 30 15 85 134 Magee Creek, IIL,
#*Gallatin, Mon, Mantgzéo. 5 v 29 Believed to be‘ih;. same as Edl?khorn; if so, 18
*Gartsides, 111, 05 1 8 I8y owar 165 -
; gnolia, Jowa, 1 17
Geneva, Mo, No repo:'t for three years. Malad City, Idaho, 68 12 5 63
Genoa, Nev, 15 15| Marengo, 111 28 5 1 24
*@lenwood, Iowa, 27 5 27151, 80 ~ :
4 . . Mason’s Bay, Me, 27 27
Grand Manan, New Brunswick or Maine. | s . x K 9
No report; but believe this to be the same as Mason’s Grove, Ia, 57 15 5 24 76
B eteant View. Merthyr Tydvyl, Wis 81 31
Gravois, Mo, 58 10 5 63| Middleton, Utah, 6 6
Green’s Landing,Me, 34 4 1 13  46{*Mill Creek, Towa 24 4 7 17
Greenwood, 111, 5 14 14| Millshoals, IlI, 15 3 4 1 12
*Quilford, Mo, 32 6 12 3 23|{*Mission, Ill, 68 8 1 2 69
*Hamburgh, Iowa 5 2 29 27|Moingona, Towa, 16 16
*Hanley, England, 16 13 5 20  30|Monte Diablo, Cal, 15 4 2 5 18
Hannibal, Mo, 9 1 9 [Montrose, Iowa, 45 45
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Morriston, Wales, 10 ~ 3 13|Sandusky, Wis, 19 4 ~ 1 20
Mottaville, Nev, 19 8 1 17 35|#Sandwich, 11l 42 6 5 2 39
*Mound Valley, Kan,24 7 5 16 35{San Francisco, Cal 389 13 1 9 47
*Mount Olivet, Fla, 23 8 21  44)Santa Quin, Utah, 17 17
Nashville, Ja. Supposed to be disorganized. [ Santa Rosa, Fla, 26 26
*Nebraska City, Neb,95 18 7 8  91|*Sherman, Mich, i 1 20 28
[No Name], Ind, 4 1 14 13|*8ix MileGrove,loa,19 7 1 4 22
This report was received, but no name is given | Soda Springs, Idaho, 7 6 18
to the branch. #Spring Valley, Ioa, 41 16 4 45
*Nemaha, Neb, 8 12 12|sgtarfield, Mo, 31 8 14 14 31
Nephi, Iowa, 12 12/8¢t. Clair, Pa. No report for years.
Newark, Mo. No report for some years. [«&t. Joseph, Mo, 16 11 "4 20 32
New Bedford, Mass, & 4 8i%St. Louis, Mo, 243 28 15 24 252
*New Canton, 111, 13 38 18 |#Stockton, Cal, 48 8 8 6 48
*Newton, Towa, 27 11 6 12 33lugiying Prairie, loa, 48 9 2 14 60
NewTredegar,Wales,20 5 3 26 Swan Creek, Mich, Where is this branch?
North Coon, Iowa 9 9 | *Sweet Home, Mo, 4 32
North Pigeon, Iowa, 28 10 % 30 8weet Home, Oregon. 6 36 88
North Star, Jowa, 26 28 {Syracuse, Ohio, 13 13
Nortonville, Cal, 22 22\ #Tarkeo, Mo, 16 6 3 38 16
Odin, IL. Tinney’s Grove, Mo, 3 10 10
Ogden City, Utah 27 3 9  83imon, Wales, 4 8 6
Olive, I1l, 17 17 prafalgar, Ontario.
Olive, Ontarlo, 22 8 3 T 26 preforest. Wales, 5 11 11
Omaha, Neb, 73 14 4 7T |xPwelveMileGrove,Jal2 2 1 1 12
#QOmaha, (Scan.)Neb. 22 9 7 29 Union, Ind.
Onawa, Iowa. . g
Oregon City, Cal, 14 pa| N sl e g mriod
Oskaloosa, Iowa. #Union, lowa, 86 4 28 3 11
Osseo, Wis. 11 11 #Union Fort, Utah, 7 3 ¢ 13
Petaluma, Cal 42 4 2 40| Union, Wis. No report for years.
*Philadelphia, Pa, 34 11 8 8 87|Unionburgh, lowa, 42 42
*Pittsburgh, Il 8 5 4 12| Union Grove, Towa, 50 50
*Pittsburgh, Pa, 68 12 10 12 70| Union Mills, Mo, 14 14
*Pittstield, Ili, 227745 421 Unity, Fla, 2 18 138
*Pittsfield, Wis, 22 6 3 19{4Victoria, 111, 16 4 8 4 18
*Plano, 111, 118 25 12 24 130{%Viola, Wis, 4 15 15
#Platte, Mof 82 8 5 7 34!Virginia City, Nev, 9 9
Pleasanton, Kan, 4 22 22|Voleano, Cal, 93 1 24
Pleasant Grove, Ia, 3 22 22| Volney, Iowa, 4 4
*Pleasant Grove, Utah 4 18 18|*Waconda, Mo, 34 18 17 26 43
Pleagant Ridge, Ind. No report for years. | «Waltham, Mass, 12 7T 1 6 1w
Pleagant View, Kan, 80 28 |+*Watsonville, Cal, 52 9 5 10 57
Pleasant View, Me 24 5 3 22| Waynesburgh, Ohio. 8 8
#Plum Creek, Towa, 52 13 4 14 62 Weeping Water, Neb,
*Princeville, 111 8 5 1 1 18 Supposed to be disorganized.
*Providence, R. 1., 19 10 16 85| West Buffalo, Iows, 21 21
*Providence, Utah, 6 1 21 20|*Whearso, Mo, 1w 4 2 1 16
Provo, Utah, 7 1 1 7 ¥Wheeler’s Grove, Ioa, 12 51 51
#Puce River, Ont, 14 4 1 11 24|White Cloud, Kan, 15 10 25
Quincey, Ill. No report for some years. Whitestown, Ont. = No report for years.

" Rochelle, 111, 10 10| Wilkesport, Ont, 17 4 21
*Rock Creek, IlI, 29 .8 6 15 88[*Williamsburgh, N.Y. 8 6 T 15
Round Lake, Yowa. Willow, Kan, 4 28 28
*Sacramento, Cal, 48 18 7 24 65|*Willow, Wis, 28 5 14 2 16
Salt Lake City, Utah,117 2 929 144 Willow Creek, Mon, 33 ’Z’ 33
Saltsburgh, Pa, 12 12 |*Wilton, I11, 5 2 17 15

Supposed to be disorganized. Wilton, Iowa, 17 5 8 1 15
SanBernardino,Cal, 284 7 4 281 ;%Wilton Centre, Il], 4. 41 41
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Winneeonnie, Wis. - No report for years.
Wolf River, Xan, 20 20
Woodbine, Iowa, 20 20
#Wood River, Ill, 9 3 1 10
Yellow River, Iowa, 4 4
Ystradgrnleas, Wales, 8 5 13
*Zone, Ontario, 3 2 21 19

Of the branches of the church, number-
ing 281, but 103 have reported to me for
the year 1871, This is a slight improve-
ment on 1870, when 92 branches only re-
ported, yet it is not nearly so complete a
veport as I had hoped to be able to present.
1 am pleased however to notice one very
favorable indication, viz.: the reports are
more correctly made out than for 1870, still
there is room for improvement. I would
urge upon conference the passage of a
resolution requiring every branch of the
church to forward to the person whom the
church may sustain or select as Secretary,
an annual report, made out to embrace
all the items in each branch for the period
between-the 1st of January and 81st of
December of each year, that a correct
report may be rendered by the General
Church Secretary to the Annual General
Conference.

The tax upon my time and health to
make out this report as complete as it is,
has been greater than I would again like,
greater than I would like to see devolve
on my successor, should conference deem
it wise to release me, and appoint another
to fill my place. Receiving only 103 re-
ports, I have rendered reports of 238
branches, having sought out from the Her-
alds the items requisite to render a report
of no less than 185 branches, so that while
the whole church has rendered but 103
reports to me from its combined labor, 1
submit the aggregate of 135 branches as
my individual labor, besides the transerib-
ing of the 103 reports sent me. I do not
name this to obtain eredit; but to answer
the objection of others who claim they have
not time. If each branch would do its
part, the work then would be heavy enough
upon a church secretary, as he would have
the arranging and preparing the whele
after he received them; but when of 281
branches in the church, he is left- to make

out reports of 178, or more than three-
fifths, alone, the labor becomes very heavy
on one that would be but light on the
many. ) '

Another difficulty too arises. In obtain-
his isformation from other sources than

certified reports, the secretary will una-
voidably copy some -statistics that may be
objected to, and the experience of a secre-
tary is not different to that of a minister
or an editor, in one respeot at least; those
who have done the least to sustain him in
making a report that would do both him
and them ecredit, will not be the last to
complain if such a report is not made.
Still, however, I feel very much encour-
aged in the evidence of & growing desire
to have the reports of branches correctly
rendered, and trust that Presiding Elders
of Missions, Districts and Branches will
perseveringly continue the good work,
until our records shall present a face that
a Gteneral Church Secretary and Recorder
can be justly proud of, and such that he
shall fear to have no statistician examine.

In presenting this report, I desire to
extend thanks to those Presidents of Dist-
riets who complied with the request pub-
lished in the Herald, and sent me a list of
their branches, for although not more than
one-fourth of such officers in the churech
did so, those who did have my most earn-
est thanks. o

In summing up the Reports sent, I have
made such changes in numbers under the
head of Gains and Losses a8 was necessary
to preserve the Totals of 1870 and 1871 as
gent to me,

The following is a

SUMMARY OF CHURCH STATISTICS
ror 1871.

Number of Branches reported to

Secretary for 1871 :
Reports obtained - from

sources
Branches of which no report has

been obtained 43

) Total Branches
Branches whose reports give the

number of officers

Number of official members

Branches which do not give the

number of officers 115
If these branches have the same

proportion of officers they will

other

281

1214

have about 840
Making the Church offisial strength 2054
In those Branches from which reports “

have been received, or of which re-

ports have been made out by the

Secretary, there has been a Gain

in membership of 1897
And a Loss in membership of 784
Leaving a net Gain of 1118

members duricg the year, or a fraction
over an average of 42 members to- each
Branch.. Allowing the same net gain to
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branches not reported, it makes & net in-
crease of 1303 members during 1871. The
gross increase would be about 2240, the
gross loss nearly, or about, 930.

The average strength of the branches
that have reported is a little over 81% mem-
bers to each branch; allowing nearly half
this for each of the unreported branches,
and 54 for ¢scattered members” from the
Recorder’s - book, will give the Church on
December 31st, 1871, a total membership
of 8244.

Considering thatin commencing the year
1852, there were but two small branches
of the Church in its reorganized state, the
history of the past twenty yearsis very
encouraging. For every single member
that there was then in the church, there
are now two hundred, (200), and the calls
for preaching are more urgent than ever
before. A similar increase for twenty
years to come would give us, at the end of
that period, a membership of (1,648,800),
oue million, six hundred and forty-eight
thousand, eight hundred souls.

" In submitting this Report, I desire to
thank the brethren who have shown a wil-
Jingness to assist in the laborious work of
furnishing the statistics on which it is
based, and trust that either for myself, or
if I shall be released, for my successor,
there will be an increased and still more
uniform effort made, that the Seeretary’s
Annual Report may be an index to the
church of its true numerical status.

Respectfully submitted, .
Mark H. ForscuvaT,
General Church Secretary.

The following was then presented by the
Secretary, and on motion of Brn. J. 8.
Patterson and Henry A. Stebbins, adopted
by a unanimous vote. }

Resolved that this Conference does here-
by request every branch of the church
throughout the entire world to forward to
the General Church Secretary an Annual
Report, on or near the 31st of December
of each year, embracing all the items re-
quired by the Secretary for each year,
from January 1st to December 3lst in-
clusive.

The Secretary requested that in report-
¢ ing branches to either the Secretary or
Recorder, the presidents and clerks will
be careful to give the aciual name of the
branch, and whenever the name of a
branch is changed, to so state in the re-
port. He also requested a notice to be
sent when new branches are organized, or
old ones disorganized.

Three who were sick were administered
to by Elders Hazzledine, Mills and Green;

hymn 1078 sung, and benediction given by
the president.

2:30 p. M, Prayer by Elder F. M.

Bevins.

Elder Wm, Hazzledine, District Presi-
dent reported the

8t. Louis District: 3 sub-distriets, 11
branches, 2 high priests, 1 bishop, 48
elders, 18 priests, 11 teachers, 7 deacons,
414 lay members, total 496. District in
good condition, more union and a better
feeling than formerly, both among officers
and members.

Committee appointed to investigate the
case of Br, John Beard reported as fol-
lows:

Sr. Lovis, Mo.,
April 8, 1872.

The committee, in the case of Br. John
Beard, vs. sub-district No., 2, St. Louis
Conference, would respectfully submit,
that, upon examination of the testimony of
Brs. John Beard, Benj. S. Jones, George
Hicklin and Morgan Lewis, they find that
Br. John Beard requested to be cut off
from, or withdraw from the district, but
not from the church; and that the sub-
district acted upon his request, and grant-
ed the same, which can only sever his
membership in the district, but not in the
church.

We would further submit that we do not
consider his withdrawal, or being cut off
from the district, under the then existing
circumstances, either politic or legal.

‘ W. W. Brairg,

} Com.

Joux H. Laxz,
Jorx 8. ParTERSON.

The report was received, committee dis-
charged, and on motion of Brn. James
Anderson and Geo. Hilliard, it was Re-
solved that we adopt the action of the
committee in the case of Br. John Beard.
Three negative votes.

The president called attention to the
English mission, and the necessity of some
action being taken to send missionaries
there.

The following was read by the Secretary,
and moved by Brn. A. H, Smith and Jas,
Anderson.

Resolved - that the English mission be
supplied by appointment from the First
Presidency and the quorum of the Twelve.

The resolution was discussed, and the
following substitute offered, on motion of
Brn. Charles Hall and Wm. Anderson, of
Montrose:

Resolved that Br. Mark H. Forscutt be
appointed president of the English mission.

The substitute was spoken upon at some
length by Brn. W. W& Blair, A. H. Smith,
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J. H. Lake, C. Hall, ¥. M. Bevins, W.
Anderson and others; and on Br. Forscutt
expressing his willingness to either re-
main or go wherever the Lord and the
General Conference should desire, so far
ag his circumstances would permit, the
substitute was put to vote and carried.

The Utah mission was then considered,
and on motion of Brn. Blair and Forscutt,
it was *

Resolved that Br. David H. Smith be
appointed to labor in the Utah mission.

Algo, on motion of Brn. Blair and Wm.
Smith, it was

Resolved that Br. A. D, Boren, of Cala-
fornia be appointed to labor in the Utah
mission.

Br. Thomas P. Green was ordained to
the office of a High Priest, in accordance
with a resolution of Annual Conference of
1871. He was ordained by Bran. Ells,
‘Blair and Hazzledine.

Doxology sung. Benediction by Br. W.
W. Blair,

7:30 r. m. Hymns 69 and 139 sung.
Prayer by Br. J. H. Lake. Preaching by
Br. W. W. Blair on ¢“Revelation in the last
days.” Hymn 1078 sung. Benediction
by Br. A. H. 8mith.

TUESDAY, APRIL 9rm.

9:80 A. M. Prayer by Elder B. 8, Jones.
Minutes of the 8th read and approved.

The subject of missions was again called
up, and the following obtained.

On motion of Brn. W. W. Blair and J.
H. Lake, Besolved that Br. Wm. Redfield
be appointed to labor in the Utah mission.

On motion of Brn. M. H. Forscutt and
J. T. Philips, Resolved that Br. John 8.
Patterson be appointed on a mission to
Scotland, in connection with the English
mission. The appointment was strongly
supported by Brn. Blair, Ells and Fors-
cutt as one that the Spirit bore witness to.

On motion of Brn. Forscutt and Philips,
Resolved that Br. John T. Davies of south-
ern Kansas be appointed on a mission to
Wales in connection with the English mis-
sion.

On motion of Wm, W. Blair and J. Ells,

‘Resolved that Br. John Avondet de Fourey
be appointed on a mission to Switzerland,
Ttaly, and France, in connection with the
English mission.

On motion of Bra. M. H. Forscutt and
W. W. Blair, Resolved.that in the event of
any suitable and effective minister desir-
ing a foreign mission at any time when
General Conference is not in session, the
First Presidency or the Quorum of the
Twelve are hereby aamthorized to grant

them letters of appointm:nt, the persons so
appointed to report to and labor under the
direction of the president of the mission
where they may go.

On motion of Brn. Wm. Anderson, (of
Montrose), and Charles Hall, Resolved
that Br. Alexander H. Smith be appointed
to the presidency of the Pacific Slope mis-
sion, and that he shall have the privilege
of choosing his associates.

On motion of Brn. W. W. Blair and J.
Ells, Resolved that in consequence of the
appointment of Br, Mark H. Forscutt to
the presidency of the English mission, he
be released from the secretaryship of the
church. )

Reconsidered and again affirmed.

On motion of Brn. W. W. Blair and J.
1Ells, Resolved that Br. Henry Goodeell, Jr.,
of California, be appointed to succeed Br.
Mark H. Forscutt as General Church
Secretary.

- The following resolutions from the Cana-~
da mission were presented, and read by
the Secretary :

“Resolved that this council recommend
Br. John Traxler to the head bishop and
general conference for ordination as a sub-
bishop, and to act as such in the Canada
mission.

“Resolved that we recommend Br. Dun-
can Campbell to the general conference, to
be appointed to preside over the Canada
mission.”

On motion, the recommendation of the
Canada Council relating to Br. Traxler
was received and ordered to be spread
upon the record for future action.

On motion of Brn. J. 8. Patterson and
J. T. Philips, Resolved that Br. John H.
Lake be released from the presidency of
the Canada mission.

On motion of Brn. J. H. Lake and Geo.
Hilliard, Resolved that Br. Duncan Camp-
bell be appointed to preside over the Cana-
da mission.

On motion of Brn. M. H. Forscutt and
J. Anderson, Resolved that Br. Josiah
Ells be sustained as presiding officer of
the Eastern mission.

On motion of Brn. M. H. Forscutt and
G. Hilliard, Resolved that Br. T. W. Smith
be sustained as president of the Southern
mission, with aunthority to extend his
labors into Texas.

On motion of Brn. J. 8. Patterson and
‘M. H. Forscutt, Resolved that Br. John D.
Bennett be released from his mission in
Eastern Iowa.

On motion of W. W. Blair and J. Ellg,
a resolution respecting funds was present-
ed; an amendment offered by Brn. J. S.
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Patterson and T. R. Allen was accepted,
and the following, embodying original
resolution and amendment passed unani-
mously:

Resolved that the church adopt the order
taught by the apostle Paul in 1 Cor. 16:
1 & 2, “Now concerning the collection for
the saints, as I have given order to the
churches of Galatia, even go do ye. Upon
the first day .of the week let every one of
you lay by him in store, ags God hath
prospered him, that there be no gather-
ings when I come;” and in Book of Cove-
nants, sec. 59, par. 2, ‘“Remember that on
this, the Lord’s day, thou shalt offer thine
oblations, and thy sacraments, unto the
Most High, confessing thy sins unto thy
brethren, and before the Lord,” to raise
moneys - for legitimate church purposes.
And that, whereas we, the Elders in
General Conference assembled, believe
that the church should put forth a greater
effort, financially, than in the past, there-
fore be it resolved that we consider it to
be the duty of the Presiding Officers of
missions, districts, and branches, to teach
the law of tithing and free-will offerings,
presidents of branches to act as the
bishop’s agents in collecting and dis-
bursing such tithing and offerings, keep-
ing an account of all moneys received and
forwarding the same to the Bishop to carry
on the work of the ministry &e.

On motion of Brn. John 8. Patterson
and Wm. W. Blair, Resolved that while
Br. Forscutt is absent in England on his
mission, the editorial department of the
Hope and Herald temporarily vacated by
him be supplied by President Joseph
Smith.

On motion of Brn. Charles Hall and
Alexander H. Smith, Resolved that where-
a8 the existing circumstances of the ap-
pointment of Br. Mark H. Forscuit to the
Presidency of the English mission, we
congider the necessities of the mission
demand an earnest appeal to the entire
church through the columns of the Herald,
for funds to make a successful effort in
that field; therefore be it Resolved that
Br. Forscutt be authorized to make such
appeal to the saints, to place in the hands
of the Bishop such aid as shall be volun-
teered for the prosecution of the Lord’s
work in England.

Closed by singing the doxology, and
benediction by the President.

In the afternoon and evening a Festival
and Sunday School Exhibition was held,
at which Br. Forscutt presided by request.
A very entertaining time was had. 8is-
ters E. Birch, J. A. Bellamy, and E. Allen

presiding at the organ, and Br. Wm.
Ashton superintending the singing part of
the exercise. Very good talent was dis-
played by Br. Samuel Burgess and others,
and a spirit of peace and love prevailed.
The teachers deserve great credit for the
proficiency of the scholars of Zion’s Hope
Sunday School.
TO BE CONTINUED,.

Wiseellaneons,

Couneil Minutes.

Praxo, Ill., May 6, 1872.

Minutes of & council composed of Pres.
Joseph Smith and Bishop I.. L. Rogers,
Josiah Ells, E. C. Briggs and W. W. Blair
of the quorum of the Twelve.

On motion, I. L. Rogers was chosen to
preside, and W. W, Blair was chosen clerk.

The following propositions were con-
sidered and adopted :

1st. It is necessary that an equality of
sacrifice in the things of this world be
taught and established among the saints.

2nd. That one important and indispen-
sable necessity to the carrying on the work
of God entrusted to us as a people, is the
gathering together of the temporal means
at the disposal of the saints, for the mis-
sionary work, the support of the poor, and
the official work of ‘the priunting, publish-
ing, and other depariments of the ehurch.

3rd. That it is imperative and impor-
tant that the law of tithing be taught as
tithing, by the local and traveling ministry
including the bishopric.

4th.  That the principles of consecra-
tion, donations, and free-will offering,
should be taught as distinctive and
separate from the law ‘of tithing, by the
local and traveling ministry.

5th. That any member of the church
can-tithe himself or herself in aceordance
with the law whatever may be their tem-
poral condition.

6th. That every member of the church
may, and should comply with the law of
consecration, and free-will offering, by
setting apart of their substance, or their
income from labor, or the increase of their
substance, and paying over the same to
the proper persons designated from time
to time to receive such consecrations and
free-will offerings. :

7th. That this method of sustaining
the finances of the chureh is not in conflict
with any law of the church, but is ism.
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this priesthood, in any sense, or under any
condition whatever?

9th, No priest of the order of Aaron ever
ministered in spiritual things, except John,
the forerunner of Christ.

10. The Aaronic priest’s whole duty was
to attend to altars, to the tabernacle, and i
to the Temple, and as the gospel system
has none, what would a priest of that ox-
der do now?

11th. It was death for any Israelite of
any tribe but Levi, or any Gentile to offi-
ciate in the Levite priest s office. Num.
1: 51; 16: 40; 18: 8, 7, 22, 32; 3: 51, 58;
16: 40; Deut. 11: 6.

12th. Some were killed-—smitten with
leprosy, etc., because they sought unlaw-
fully to minister in the priesthood contra- [
ry to God’s law. Deut. 11: 6; Num. 16:
31-34; Ps. 106: 16, 17; Num, 26: 9, 11;
2 Chron. 26: 18, 5

13th. No Aaronic or Levitical priest was '{
ever consecrated or set apart after their i
first ordination. They acted because of
birthright. Because they were of the pure ff
blood of Levi, by lineage or pedigree.

14th Frem 25 to 60, the priests of Aaron

office—then relire and live among their §
brethren, . Num. §: 24, 5, 6. Must Lat-
ter Dayites do likewise ?

15th. Aaron and all Levi are made after
the law of a carnal commandment, but all
Jesus’ ministry are made after the power
of an endless life, Heb. 7: 16.

16th. Will priests of the Aaronic order
have successors now by lineage or pedi-
gree.as during the-law age? ¢

17th. Any one baptized by an Aaromc
priest is baptized into the law, or rather
under the law, but not into Christ, nor
into the Church of Christ. Hence, he is
bound to keep-the law of Moses. i

18th. He that is least in the kingdom of i
heaven, is greater than any Aaronic priest.
John was one of the greatest.

19th., The Levites were wholly a gift to |
Aaron. Num. 8: 9,12; 18: 6. But alll
Jesus’ ministry were wholly a gift to him,
for the purpose of preaching the gospel to iy
all the world. John 17: 6. e

20th. The Levites were taken for the
first-born_or redeemed. Num. 3: 12, 45; §
8:18; 13:2; 22: 29; 84:20; 3: 89-51.

I mlght nge more queries on this sub-
Jject, but I’ll quit. But you have entirely
failed to prove that High Priests, or
Aaronic priests either, should exist in the §
Church of Christ in the gospel day. Be-§
cause you have made no quotations from §
documents printed before the church went g
into darkness. You and Elder Bays, and §

all Latter Dayism, claim that fwo prie

hoods ought and must exist in the chur -
The word lesser priest, Aaronic priest, or
Levitical priest, is not found in the Book
of Mormon. - The word High Priest or
Priesthood is not found in the Book of
Mormon, after Jesus personally ministered
on this continent. The word priesthood is

W not found in the Book of Commandments,
] as far as printed inthis city in 1838, -Then

all the support you have for two priest-

B hoods in the church in the gospel age, you

have to take from that altered, mutilated,
changed, mixed up, and bungled Book of
Doctrine and Covenants. And the docu-
ments in it were twice, if not three times
altered and changed before they came to
light in that book. No man can be a High
Puest or Aaronic or lesser priest either,
in the gospel church in this age. No man
can sustain the doctrine of two priesthoods
in the church at one and the same time by
the Bible, or Book of Mormon, and by

2 those books I am willing to be judged.

TO BE CONTINUED.,

Gonterences,

Anmnual General Conference for 1872,

[Continued from page 816.]
MONDAY, APRIL 10rH.

Opening service. Prayer by the
The minutes of the 9th were

9 AN
President.

jread and approved.

Br. John Molyneaux havmg offered his
i services, stating that as he expected to go
to England, he would like authority to
preach the gospel while there,

On motion, it was resolved that Bro.
John Molyneaux be authorized to labor in
England, subject to the direction of the
President of that mission. .

On motion, resolved that J. J. Stafford
be released from the mission heretofore

b assigned him.

On motion of Brn. M. H. Forscutt and
W. W. Blair, Resolved that Brn., Nephi
Caudle and John S. Weeks be released
{ from their appointment to labor under the
direction of Elder Wm, W. ‘Blair: that
Br. Nephi Caudle be referred to the Presi-
dent of the Wayne Co. Distriet, and Br.
John 8. Weeks to the President of the Pot-
tawattomie Distriot.

On motion of Brn. J. Ells and H. Steb-

- bins, Resolved that Elder E. C. Briggs-be

sustained in the field previously assigned
him, embracing the Michigan District;
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also, that Br, E. L. Kelley be sustained as §

a minister under his direction.
On motion of Brn. W. W. Blair and J.
Ells, Resolved that R. G. Eccles be releas-

ed from the mission previously assigned §

him.

On motion of Brn. W. W. Blair and H.
Stebbins, Resolved that Br. Wm. H. Kelly
be requested to labor in Michigan, Indiana
and Minnesota.

On motion of Brn. W. W. Blair and M.
H. Forscutt, Resolved that Br. C. G. Lan-
phear be requested to labor in the minis-
try as his circumstances may permit.

On motion of Brn. Blair and Ells, Re-§

solved that Brn. John H. Lake and F.
Reynolds be requested to labor in Jowa
and Missouri as their circumstances may
permit.

On motion of Brn. J, Ells and Wm. W.
Blair, Resolved that ‘Br. Thomas . Lloyd
be released from the appointment given
him by General Conference, and that he
be requested to labor under the local su-
thorities where he may reside.

On motion of Brn. J. S. Patterson and 3

J. H. Lake, Resolved that Br. John H.
Hanson, of Council Bluffs, be appointed to

labor in Southern Wisconsin and Northern H
Illinois, under the direction of the Presi- §

dent of the Northern Illinois District.

On motion of Brn, Ells and  Lake, Re-
solved that Br. A, M. Wilsey be released
from the Eastern mission,

On motion of Brn, Forscutt and Ells,
Resolved that Br. Joseph Parsons be re-
leased from the General Conference ap- |3

be requested to labor wherever he may bel

located.

On motion of Brn. Blair and Forscutt,

Resolved that Bro. E. C. Brand be request-
ed to labor in the ministry, subject to the
direction of the First Presidency and the
Quorum of the Twelve.

On motion of Brn. Patterson and Fors-

cutt, Resolved that all missionaries not re- 3

leased be, and are hereby sustained.
On motion of Brn. H, Stebbins and J.
H. Lake, Resolved that Br. Hiram P.

Brown be requested to take an active su- §
pervision of the district where he resides, j

and that he report progress to the next
Annual Conference.
On motion of Brn. Blair and Lake, RRe-

solved that all the ministry, not provided

for by special appointment, be requested
to labor in their several callings with un-
tiring diligence, faithfulness, and
prayer of faith. .

The following petition and certificate of 8
approval thereof were presented by Elder §

the

©s
]
4 oo

Patterson from members of the Princeville
Branch, Ills. :

PETITION.

To the C. of J. C. of L. D. 8. in Confer-
ence assembled at St. Louis, April 6th,
1872. :
We, the undersigned, feeling that great

injustice was done us at the last Semi-

B Annual Conference by reinstating John

i Shippy in the office of an elder, without

any confession or restitution on hig part

to the aggrieved parties, de now ask your
honorable body to reconsider the act of the
i{last Semi-annual Conference; for we do

A4 feel that we, the aggrieved parties ought

to be the judges in part as to whether John

{| Shippy has made sufficient confession or

fnot; and we dosay that John Shippy has

gunever, in person or by leiter, made any
onfession to us of the great crime for

{ which he was severed from the church,

i April 6th, 1868,

| "Wehave always been and are now ready

to forgive John Shippy, when confession

i is made and forgiveness is asked for; but

feel that it should be made to us, and not

to the heads of the church only. We feel
that conference ought to show some re-

i spect for our feelings, which have been

|
|

1 severely wounded by the said John Shippy.
il We therefore ask a reconsideration.
H [Signed] H. C. Broxsox,
o M. E. Bronsox,

. C. C. RevNoLps,
JANE 8, REYNOLDS.

APPROVAL OF PETITION.

ference assembled at St, Louis, April 6,

1872,

We, the undersigned, members of the
Princeville Branch of the Church of L. D.
8., hereby certify that we believe that the
petition offered by our brethren and sisters
11is no more than justice demands for them,
d We also feel that the cause has greatly
suffered, and does suffer to this day be-
1 cause of the great crimes committed by
John Shippy, while in our branch.

And we feel that the said John Shippy
should make confession not only to the ag-
grieved parties, but also to the whole

i cause of his immoral conduect.
A [Signed] Puineas BroNsox,

) Rurus J. BExJaMIN,
A. B. BENJAMIN,
AMaNDA BENJAMIN,
MAaRrY BENJAMIN,
Levira BENJAMIN,
Hizr Bronsox,
MarY D."BRoONSON.
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On motion of Brn. W. W. Blair and J. § ment to labor under the direction of the
H. Lake, Resolved that the case of the §j First Presidency, was read, in which he
Princeville saints versus Br. John Shipp eports baving travelled during the past
be referred to the First Presidency, the Jj year upwards of 8,700 miles in advocacy
Presiding Bishop, and the President of th nd defence of the gospel, baptized 14, at-
First Quorum of Elders. ‘tended 119 meetings, preached 93 times,

Br. John 8. Patterson having desired a 8 gave 10 lectures, attended 12 councils and
committee to assist him in settling & diffi- i 5 conferences, performed 4 marriage cere-
culty at Buffalo Prairie, monies, and held 8 debates.. The senior

On motion of Brn. Stebbins and Lake, § editor, Br. Joseph, was present,” and he
Resolved that Brn. J. Ells and B. F. Dur- fif would say nothing concerning his edito-
fee be appointed to assist Br. Patterson in & rial labors but that he had tried to act ac-
the matter referred to. cording to his conception of duty.

The following petition from Br. J. G The President endorsed the brother, and
Bauer was read by the Secretary, and or- [ on motion, it was Resolved that Br. Fors-
dered to be spread upon the record, so that g cutt still remain under the direction of the
if any brethren are able, they may assist §f First Presidency.
him to the means. On motion of Elders Forscutt and Pat-
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Chure erson, Resolved that Br. Henry Love be
- of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. [§requested to labor in the Eastern mission .

T take the liberty to lay before you a Hunder the direction of the President of
fraternal petition. I, John G. Bauer, aljthat mission.
priest of the Church of Jesus Christ of |§ A written petition from Br. Ezra Strong,
Latter Day Saints, am living in Burling- § and verbal requests from Brn, Cyrus New-
ton, Towa, a place where many Germansfj kirk and John Lawson for acknowledg-
are living, and where I preach the gospel *; ment ag High Priests, they claiming legal
in my house to a good many suditors, six gj ordination to the High Priest’s office, were
of whom I baptized Saturday, March 23d. [ on motion of Bra, Blair and Ells, referred
But my house is too small for this purpose, i to the President of the High Priest’s Quo-
and therefore I would like to build & ne
one, to keep meetings in here, in the sec-§
ond story, and to preaeh the gospel of Je
sus Christ. The place on my property i
convenient for it, and for getting some §
rent to pay the expenses. I would like t
put up below a drug: store for my son-in
law. But being very short.in money now,
1 cannot do this without the aid of some of |
the brothers or sisters of the church. The}
money I need is about $2,000, and my prop
erty is worth enough to be responsible forit
but as I can not ask any rent for the meet
ing room from the auditors to whom If
preach the gospel, it would be too hard for g
me to pay high interest for this money, as§
I have to get the only rent for the drug]
gtore from my son-in-law, Therefore,
would be very much obliged, if the mem- §
bers of the Church of Jesus Christ would §
assist me in this projeet, and perhaps
twenty of them would go together and loan
me $100 each, at low interest, in the most
easy manner I may be able to pay the
money back, or in any other way that may
be convenient. This petition I lay before |
this homorable society, and hope it will
find some success.

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,

JoHANN GrRORGE DAUER.
Box 262, Burlington, Iowa.

The written personal report of labors of

Br. M. H. Forscutt, pursuant to appoint-~

A

b
£
i

A request was also presented from Wil-
ard Fisher, of Dane Co., Wis., for admis-
sion into membership with the Reorgan-
zed church on his origifial baptism, and
on motion, his application was referred to
the Secretary of the church for inquiry.

~.On motion -of Brn.-Blair-and-Lake, Re-
solved that when this conference adjourns,
t does so to meet at or near Council Bluffs,
Towa, at 10 A.3., on Sept. 12, 1872,

Benediction by the President.

2:30 p.y.  Opening service. Prayer by
Br. Wm. Hazzledine.

The committee in the case of the Hanley
Branch made the following report, which
wag adopted unanimously: :

8. Lours, Mo., April 10, 1872.
To the President and Brethren of Conference;

Assembled :— .

We, your committee in the case of the
Hanley branches, respectfully submit the
following: ) )

1st. From the evidence presented, it ap-
pears that a branch of -the church existed
at Hanley, when Br. Taylor, acting Presi-
dent of the British Mission, called a meet-
ing through other than the authorities of
the then existing branch, and at a private
residence instead of at the regular place
of meeting; said private residence being
to many of the m-mbers an objectionable
@ place for such meeting,.
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2nd. That the branch, as a branch, had]
not made any application for a meeting to §
consider the propriety of either their dis
organization or reorganization.

3rd. Therefore we conclude that the ac

tion in the disorganizing the Hanley
Branch and the organizing of a new branch
was irregular and unlawftul.

4th. We further conclude that the act of

disfellowshiping the members of the branch i
for not endorsing the newly organized

- branch, was also irregular and unlawful

B

and do therefore submit as-our view of the !

cage,
That the disorganizing of one branch,
the organizing of another, and the disfel-
lowshiping the members for not agreeing
to such disorganization and reorganization
being errors, are illegal and therefore
null;
therefrom to the members are deprecated.
We therefore request the union of the two
parties under one branch organization to
be effected by the whole membership.
Nothing herein contained is to be con-
strued into censure of the presiding officer
of the mission in charge at the time such
action was had.
W. W. Braig,
J. 8. PATTERSON,
J. H. Lagz.

Committee.

Br. Bevins having stated that by resolu- |

tion of North-Western Missouri District,
he was elected to the office of Bishop, : and

instructed to present himself at General |

Conference for ordination, he was enquired
of for certified copy of Lhe resolution; but
not having it with him, on motion of Brn.
Blair and Ells, Resolved that the recom
mendation said to have been passed by the
N.-W. Mo. District Conférence for Br. F.
M. Beving to be ordained to the office of
Bishop, be referred to the First Presidency.
On motion, it was Resolved that Brn,
Mark H. Forscutt, John S. Patterson, and

A. H. Smith be set apart for the missions}
asgigned them, and be blessed under the}

hands of the First Presidency and Quorum
of the Twelve.

Blair and Ells; president Smith being
mouthpiece in blessing Br. Forscutt; Br.
Blair in blessing Br. Patterson; Br. Ells
in blessing Br. A, H. Smith,

Brn. Lake and Bevins desired also to be

blest by these brethren, and they were s0

blest likewise.
The spirit of prophecy rested upon the

" brethren officiating, and many eyes were

suffused with tears. The President him-
self, in blessing Br. Forscutt, enjoyed the

g Recorder;

gift of prophecy in a marked degree, and
wasg 80 overcome by the force of the Spirit
within him, that he had to stop for a little
while. The Liord was truly with us,

The Secretary presented a request from
the General Church Recorder for & new
Record, and on motion of Brn. Ells and
Forscutt Resolved. that an appropriation
of not more than $15 be authorized for the
purchase of a new Record for the General
Church Recorder, the amount to be paid
out of funds that may be in the hands of
the Bishop.

The following report from the Visiting
Committes was read, and on motion, a vote
of thanks was tendered them for their
kindness and efficient labors.

¢The Committee appointed to provide for

the comfort” and convenience of the visi-
and the consequences growing out § ting saints attending this Greneral Confer-

ence, in concluding their labors, ask all
those who came from a distance to enjoy
the society of the saints and assist in the
business of the conference, to pardon any
derilection of duty that may have been
observed, and cover with the mantle of
charity any apparent harshness arising
from lack of proper consideration on their
part.”’

On motion, the following brethren were
sustained seperately :—Joseph Smith, as
President of the Church, with Wm Marks
ag his counsellor.

J. W. Briggs as President of the Quorum
of the Twelve, with Wm. W. Blair, E. C.

| Briggs, Josiah Ells, and Samuel Powers as

members thereof, with a request that the
latter report to the next Geneéral Confer-
ence.

On presenting a motion to sustain Br.
Reuben Newkirk, the following substitute
was offered on motion of Brn. Forscutt and
Jas. Andergon:—

Resolved that & committee of two be ap-
pointed; said committee to be members of
the Quorum of the Twelve, designated by
the President of the Church, and be in-
structed to ascertain from Br. Newkirk

1| whether he is willing to-magnify his office
The brethren were then blessed under}
the hands of President J. Smith, and Brn. |

as an Apostle, and to notify him that the
General Conferences of the Church are no
longer willing to sustain him as an Apos-
tle, unless he shall make an effort to mag-
nify his calling.

The President appointed Brn. Jason W.
Briggs and Wm. W. Blair as said commit-
tee.

Israel L. Rogers was sustained as Pre-
siding Bishop; Henry Goodcell, Jun,, as
Church Secretary ; Issac Sheen, as Presi-
dent of High Priest’s Quorum and Church
A. M, Wilsey, as President of
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Seventy’s Quorum; Elijah Banta ag Presi- [3

dent, and J. S. Patterson as Counsellor to
1st Elder’s Quorum; David H. Smith as
President, and P, Cadwell as Counsellor to
2nd Elder’s Quorum,

On motion of Bra. Mark H, Forseutt and

Alex. H, Smith, Resolved that this General
Conference extend its sympathies to the

family of our deceased brother, Zenos H.
Gurley, Sen'r., by whose death the church

lost a faithful and efficient minister, the
Quorum of the Twelve an exemplary mem-
ber, and by whose decease that quorum
has been rendered incapable of acting as
a quorum ; and farther that we will earn-
estly pray for the Lord to raise up faith-
ful and suitable men to supply the vacan-
cies occurring in this and other important

offices, men who will do honor to the cause|

of God and to themselves,

The President said that in answer to
prayer, the names of two or three men had
been given him; but that the time was not
yet come to set them in the Quorum of the
Twelve. )

All the officers in the church, not mem-
bers of organized quorums were sustained,

as well as the organized quorums in work-§

ing righteousness.
The President made some excellent re-
marks on the work, the pleasantness of

the conference about to close, and urged j
all to continued faithfulness and increased §

diligence.

ed with prayer by the President,
JOSEPH SMITH, PRESIDENT.
MARK H. FORSCUTT, Suc¢’y.
Azex. H. Smirs, Clerk:
Hexry A. STEBBINS,} erics.
After the conference closed, several of
the brethren remained over the following
Sunday, and preaching meetings were held
every evening, and on the Sunday, at
which the word was ministered by Brun.
J. Smith, W. W. Blair, J. Ells, Alex. H.
Smith, J. S. Patterson, and M. H. Fors-
cutt—the latter remaining in the District
a few days by the President’s direction,
preaching the word.

——

Galland’s Grove District.

The Conference of this District convened
at the Meeting House in Galland’s Grove,
March 9, 1872. J. W. Chatburn, presi-
dent pro tem; R. Jenkins, Clerk.

Elders Stephen Perry, J. W. Chatburn,

. Henry Halliday, Eli Clothier, John Haw-
ley, and R. Jenkins, reported.

 bors 9, total 11,

Minutes of the day’s proceedings were fi 20,

read, hymn 229 sung, and conference clos-

Resolved that all the elders in this dis-
trict do all they can for the furthering of
the cause, and report in person or by let-
ter to the next Quarterly Conference; and
li that failing to do so, they will be consid-
ered as inactive.

March 10th.—Pres. T. Dobson having
arrived, J. W, Chatburn resigned, and 7T.
Dobson took the chair.

Minutes of yesterday read.

Resolved that all branches of this dis-
trict are requested to give in their reports
all the items pertaining to the baptisms,
receptions, removals, deaths, blessings,
and such items as are called for in the law.

Branch Reports.—Boyer Valley: elders
4, priest 1, teacher 1, deacon 1, members
41, total 48. Geo. Montague, pres.; A. F.
Rudd clerk.

leot Rock: priest 1, teacher 1, mem-
Seven children blessed.
Priest elected president of branch. Branch
in good condition. John M. Poyns, clerk.

Harlan : elders 8, priest 1, members 9,
total 13. Members all in good standing.
Elders endeavoring to live and preach
i down prejudice. J. W, Chatburn, presx-
i dent; T. W. Chatburn, clerk.

Salem seventy 1, elders 9, priests
teachers 2, members 27, gain by letter 2,
logs by death 8, total 40. :Branch in good
condition; prospects promising. Henry
Halliday, pres.; Joseph Seddon, clerk.
North Coon: elder 1, priest 1, members
total 22. 1Increase by baptism 5.
Benan Salesburg, pres.; Lizzie O..Cham-
l§ paugh, secretary. :
. Mason’s Grove: 77 members. Added

by baptism 8, ¢hildren blessed 7. Branch
in good condition.  B. F, Weeks, pres. ;
T, C. Dobson, clerk.

Galland’s Grove report not accepted.

T. Dobson and Br. Goff reported. T.
Dobson had labored all he could ; filled all
the calls made to him.

Resolved that all the branches in this
district be requested to. contribute what
they think proper for the relief of DBr.
Buttrick.

R. Jenkins offered his resignation as
distriet clerk; accepted, and Geo. Green-
wood chosen.

Resolved that J. A. Meclntosh be associ-
ated with T. Dobson- in his labors in the
district. .

Resolved that T. Dobson appoint two.
days’ meetings in the district. The fol-
lowing appointments were made: North
Coon, April 6.and 7; Crawford, April 26
and 27 ; Salem, May 4 and 5; Galland’s
Grove, May 25 and 26 Harlm, June 1
i and 2.

o

“y

1}

www.LatterDayTruth.org



	Saturday, April 6, 1872

	Sunday, April 7, 1872

	Monday, April 8, 1872

	Tuesday, April 9, 1872




