o mmmmmmmmmﬁu&us
” THE 5 -

g
&
F

\ T U€ Proph@t

-

<ifj hLDER A o L%YLAVD -

i
5
Ed
2
3
2
"
3
"
g
o
3
§
ﬁ
3
®
b
2
5

:
&
2
. e ‘;_
é
&
&
-
i

‘ mmﬁ»’@ %m@#mmmmm& =
- www LatterDayTruth org o







THE TRUE PROPHET OF GOD.

BY ELDER 4. J. LAYLAND,

Inasmuch as in the past as
well as at the present tims there
has been differsnces of epinion
among those who claim to be
Latter-day Saints, as to who
spbould preside over the whole
church, I have thought it best
t0 prosent (fer the considera-
jlon-of all who desire o know -
the fruth concerned this matter)
somé facts as found in the books
which contain she law of God
unto his churcn, relative to that
high and holy calling. In.a-
revelation given through Joseph
Bmith, the martyred geer, in
Kirtland, Ohio, November 27,
1832, found in Doctring and Cov-
enants, Sec. 85, Par. 6-9 (Sals
Lake edition) we read as follows:

Y op thus saith the still small
voiee, which whispereth through
‘aund- plerceth  all things, and
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oftentimes it maketh mv bones
to quake while it maketh mani-
fest, saying: And it shallcome
to pass that I, the Lord God,
will send one mighty and strong,
holding the scepter of power in
his hand, clothed with light for
a covering, whose mouth shail
utter words, eternal words;
while his bowels shall be a foun-
tain of truth, to set in order the
house of God, and arrange by
lot the inheritances of the Saints,
whose names are found, and the
names of theair fathers, and of
their children, enrclled in the
‘beok of the law of God; while
that man who was called of God
aud appointed, that putieth forth
his -hand to steady the ark of.
- Qod, shall fall by the shaft of
death, like as a tree that is
smitten by the vivid shaft of
lightning.”

The first thing o which I will
call attention is ths statement
made that it should come to pass
that God  would “send one-
“mighty and  strong to. set in-
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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~order the house of God” (the
church) showing clearly that ths
church would, sometime in the
future, gat out of order. Re
member that God, and net  the
church, was to send that man 0~
set the church in order; and the
man whom {God would send
would hold the scepter of power
in his hand and would be clothed
with light for a covering, and
should uster eternal words,
showing clearly that he would
be & prophet of God.

For proof of this, 1 call atten-
tion to a revelation given fo
‘Joseph Smish (ths martyr) in
Kirtland, Ohio, March 8, 1838.
{Doc. and Cov. 80:16) Salt Lalke
edition; 87:5 (Lamoni~ edition),
which reads as follows:

“And, this shall be yowr busi-
ness and mission in all your lives, to
preside in council, and set in order
all the affarrs of this church and
&ingdom.”

Remember this was the duty
of Joseph Smith, (God’s prophet
unto the church) and his two

www.LatterDayTruth.org




4

coungeliors. * Thus we find i
was the Lord’s chosen prophet,
who was appointed %o seb in
order all the affairs of the
church. But in order that the
prophet of the Lord might legal-
ly perform thoss duties, it was
necessary that ho should hold
the scepter of power in his hand, -
and this power holds the right
of presidency. By turning to
Doctrine and Covenanis sestion
107:91, 92 (Salt Liaks edition;
Bec. 104-42 Lamoni edition) we
discover that the duty of the
president of the office of high
priesthood is t0 preside over the
whole church, and be like unto
Moses. “Behold here is wisdom;
yes, to be 8 sesr, a revelator, a
translator aund a prophet, bav-
ing all the gifts of God which hs -
bestows upen the head of the
church.” Why does the Lord
say “Behold! here i wisdem?” .
Because he wants his Saints, his
church, to understand that it is
his will that his chosen prophet
should preside over the whole

www.LatterDayTruth.org ;
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church and be like unto Moses,
instead of the church choosing
and appointing some other man
to preside over the whole church.
To prove that this assertion is
true, and to learn how the presi-
den$ of the shurch is appointed,
turn o Doctrine and Covenants
section 102.9,10 Salt Lake edi-
tion; seetion 99:6 Lamonl edi-
tiop-—and shere we resd:

“Ths president of the church,
who is also the presidsnt of the
council, is appuinted by revela-
sion and is acknowledged in his
admiunistration, by the voice of
of - the church; and it is ac-
cording 1o the digeity of his
office that he should - preside
over the council of the church;
and it is his privilege to be as-
sisted by two other presidents
appointed after the same manner
that he himself was appointed.””

In the foregoing wes discover
that God has not delegated unto
the church any authority to elect
2~ or otherwise appolnt & prophet

or president to the church other

wwW.LatterDayTruth.org
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than the one whom he appoints
by revelation, even as he has
said in Doctrine and Covenants
“section 28:7 Salt Lake -edition;
section 27:2 Lamoni edition:

“I have given him [Joseph
Smith Jr.] the keys of the mys~
teries, and the revelations which
are sealed untdl 7 shall appoint-un-
lo them another in his stead.”’

Having thus found how the
president of the church is ap-
. pointed anud having alse learned
that the president of the church
must or should be a man like
unto Moses,  “yea, to be a seer,
‘s revelator, a translator and a
prophet,” we will now inquire
through whom was God o ap-
point a seer, a revelator, a trans-
lator aud a prophet unto the
church? By examining a reve-
lation given . fo the  church
through Joseph Smith the seer
as early as 1831, found in Due-
trine and Covenants ssction 48:

“o1-7, Salt Lake  edition; section

48:1, 2 Lamoni edition—we read
" as follows; :

wWw.LatterDayTruth.org ‘
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“O hearken, ye elders of my
church, and give an ear to the
words which I shall speak unto
you; for behold, verily, verily, I
say unto you. that ye have re-
ceived a commandment for &
“law unto my church, through
him whom I have appointed unto
you, to receive commandments
and revelations from my hand.
And this ye shall know assuredly
that there 1is none other ap-
- pointed unto you te receive com-
~mandments and revslatiens until
he be taken if he abide in me.
But verily, verily, I say unto

i ‘you, that none else shall be ap-

pointed unto this gift except it
ba through him, for if it be tak-
en from him, he shall not have
power exgept t0 appoint another
in his stead, and this shall bea
law unto you, that ye receive not
the teaching of any shat shall
come before you as revelations
or commandments; and thig I
give uuto you that you may nct
be deceived, that yon may know
~they are not of me.”’ ‘ :

www.LatterDayTruth.org e
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The first thing we will notice
is in paragraph 2 where the Lord
~declares that he (God) had given
a commandment for a law to his
church through him whom he
had appointed to receive com-
mandments  and revelations
from his band. And upon ex-
amining the book of Doctirine
and Covenants, section 42, we
there find the law here referred
1o which every man and woman.
who claims to be a Saint of God
should read for themselves and
live by every word they find
writter in that section.. For
that law was given through the
man whom God had appointed
to receive commandments and
revelations for the church.

The next thing we will notice
in section 43 is this: ‘
"%We shall know assuredly
that in all the church there was
nons other appointed of God to
receive commandments and reve-
lations for the church uniil he;
the one man whom God had ap-
pointed, should be taken, i he
: www,LatterDayTruth.org
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would abide in God; orin other
words, abide in the law God had
given 1o him, and unto the
church.”

In paragraph 4, Salt Lake edi-
tion,is one of the most importans
statements made that was ever
given to the church, which reads

- as follows:

“But verily, verily, I say unto .
you, that none else shall be ap-
poiated unto this gift exceptit
be through him.” And not only
did the Lord instruct the church
as in the foregoing, relative to
that high and holy office ~and

- calling, but also stated that even
in case this great zift should be
taken from Joseph Smith, yet

_he, Joseph, should still retain
the power and authority which
God had delegated to him %0 ap-
point another to-that gift in his
stead. And further, the Lord

- sald o the church in peragraph

Ly . 656 This shall be & law unto
you tiat ye receive not the

teachings of any that shall come

before you as  revelabious or

www . LatterDayTruth.org
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commandments. And this I give
unto you $hat you may notbe
~deceived, that- you wmay kuow
they are not of me.”” Had the

Saints given heed to these wise

instructions and admonitions

given of (od to the church in
section 48 there would have been
+no division in the church %o this
day over the prophetic nffice
and church presidency.. But
inasmuch as we are not respon-
sible for the mistakes made by
others, but are responsible for
our own acts, we should there- -
fore try to lecome better ac-
guainted with all that God has
had written for our instruction
in spiritual things, in order that
we may be able to avoid the
mistakes made by others and
-~ learn bow to live as he has com-
mandad, even by every word.
that has proceeded forth from -
the mouth of God.

The next question that should
be cousidered and apswered is,
o To whom did the right fo pre-

side over the whole church and

. wwW.LatterDayTruth.org
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to receive the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven belong? By
examining Doctrine and Coven-
ants, section 147: 18, 18, and 40:
Salt Lake edition; section 104:9
and 18, Lamoni edition, we learn
that the power and authority of
the higher or Mslchisedek priest-
hood is to hold the keys of all
the spiritual blessings of the
church—to have the privilege of
" recelving the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven—to have the
heavens opened unto them—to
commune with the general as-
sembly and church of the first
born, and to enjoy the com-
~ munion and presence of God
the Father and Jesus the Media-
tor of the new covenant. The
order of this priesthood was con-
firmed $o be handed down from
father to son -and rightly be-
longs to the literal descendants of
the chosen seed 10 whom the
promises were made. The
Mormon people under the leader-
- ghip of Brigham Young and his
successors have tried to make

www.LattérDanyuth;‘Qrg ; o
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it appear that the priesthood
here referred o was the patri-
archate or evangelical minis-
ters. But thatsuch s posifion is
untensble will be seen by re-
ferring to the first paragraph of
section 107, Salt Lake edition—
104, Lamoni edition—just quoted
from. There we discover that
there are in the church two
priesthoods, namely, the Mel
chisedek and Aaronic including
the Levitical priestbood, and
these are the only priesthoods
mentioned in the Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants, and all
offices and aunthorities in the
church come under oneof these
two: priesthoods.” - Therefore
where menticn is made of the
order of this priesthood to be
handed down from father to son,
and rig htly - belongs to the literal
descendants of the chosen seed
to whom the promises were
made, it only refers to the Aigher
or Melehisedek - priesthood or
“highpriests, as will beseen by .

o ‘ ‘Tef@rr‘iﬂg 10 pamgra’ph b3 o;[ See.

- www.LatterDayTruth.org.
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187, Salt Lake edition, which
reads as follows:

““T'hree years previous to the
death of Adam, he called Seth,
HEnos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jarad,
Enoch and Methuselah, who were
all highpriests, with the residue
of his posterity who were
righteous, into the valley of
Adam-ondi-Ahman, and there
 bestowsd wupon them h1s last
blessing.”

Paragraph 41 reads as follows:

“This order was instituted in-
‘the days of Adam and came
down by lineage in the following
manner from Adam toSeth, whe
wae ordainsd by‘Adam at the
ags of 69 ysars.’

In thefollowing pamgraphs the
names of Bros, Cainan, Mahala- -
leel, Jared, Hmnoch and Me-
thuselah, also Lamech and Noah,
jogether with the record of
their ages, ordinatien, ete., is
found. This should be sufficient
to convince anyone thabt the
priesthood which was confirmed
to be handed. down from father

‘ www.LatterDayTruth.org
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to son and rightly belongs to
the literal descendants of the
- chosen seed to whom the prom-
ises were made, is the high-
priesthood,and they whohave this
priesthood Dbestowed on them
are ordained highpriests rather
than patriarchs. Butin erder to
silence the cavilings of those
who persist 1n saying that the
priesthood mentioned in para-
graph 40 of ssetion 107 Doctrine
and Covenants Salt Lake edition
means - patriarchs, or the order
of patriarchs. 1 call attention
to a statement found in the
“Pearl of Great Price,” page 83,
Liverpool edition of 1882, rela-
tive to ths rights belonging to
the literal descendants of the
chosen ssed . to whom &he prom-
ises were made, in- which it is
stated that Abrabam says:

] sought for tho blessings of
the Fathers and the righ? where-
unto I should be ordained toad-
minister the same; having been
myself a follower of righteous-
ness, desiring also to be one

_ wwwlatterDayTruthorg
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possessed of greal knowledgs,
and to be a greater follower of
righteousness, and to possess a
greater knowledge, and tobea
father of many natious, s prince
of peace; and desiring o receive
instructions and 1o keep the com-
mandments of God, I became a.
rightful heir, a Aighpriest, hold-
ing the right belonging to the
fathers; it was conferrsed wupon
me from the fathers; it came
down from the fathers; from the
beginning of time, yea, even
from the beginning, or before
the foundations of the earth to
the present time, even the vight of
the first bornl’ v ;

We will now try to locats the
chosen seed fc whom the prom-
igses wers made and by furning
to the Book of Mormon, 84 chap-
ter of 2 Nephiil:14, 15 and .18
verses, you will fnd thess
words:

*“Buta seer will 1 raise up out
of the fruit of thy loins and unto
him will I "give power fo brisg -
shmy word unto the seed of

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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thy loins; and not to the bringing
forth my word ounly, saith the
Lord,but to the convincing them
of my word, which shall have
already gone forthamong tham.”

And thus prophesisd Joseph
saying: ‘“‘Behold, tha$ seer will
the Lord bless; and they - that
seek to destroy him, shall be
confounded; for this promise
* which I have obtained of the
fruit of thy loins, shall be ful-
filled. Behold, Iam sureof the
fulfilling of this promise. And
his' name shall be called after
me, and it shall be after the
name of his father and he shall be
like unto me; * * *gnd the Lord
said unto me also, I will raise up
unto the fruit of thy loins, and T
will make for him a spolkesman.
And I, behold, I will give unto
him, that he shall write the
~writing of the frulb of thy loins,
unto the fruit of thy loins; and
the spokesman of thy loins shall .
declare it.* * * And it shall be as
if the fruit ofthy loiss had cried
unto them from the doss.”

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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From thiswelearn that Joseph;,
who was sold into Egypt, proph-
esied that one of his posterity,
of which old Father L.ehi spoke
in prophecy %o his youngest
son, whose name was - Joseph,
telling him that they were of the
seed of that Joseph who was sold
‘into Egypt, and that seer whom
GCod promised to Joseph of
Egypt, that he would raise up of
his posterity, was to be like unto
Moses, and his name was to be
Josevh, and it was $o be the
name of his father, and he was
to recelve power from God to
bring forth God’s word unfo
Joseph’s posterity, which word
of God was to be found in the
writings of some of the descend-

‘ants of Joseph who was sold into
Hgypt. Such were the promises
made concerning Joseph Smith,
the latter day seer. 1 have
quoted from the small Book of
Mormon, Salt Lake edition of
1900.

-For further proof in suppert
of this position turn to Isalah,

www.LatterDayTruth.org



18

11th chapter, 10th, 11th and 12th
verses, which read as follows:
“And in that day there shall
be a root of Jesse, which shall
stand for an ensign of the people;
to it shall the gentiles seek; and
his rest shall be glorious. And
it shall come o pass in thatday,
that the Liord shall set his hand
~again the second time to recover

the remnant of his people, which

shall be left, from Assyria, and
from Egypt, and from Pathros,
and from Cush, and from Elam,
and - from Shinar, and  from
Hamath, and from the islands of
the sea.  And he shall set up an
ensign for the nations, and shall
. agsemble the outeasts of Israel,
and gather together the dis-
persed of Judah from the four
gorners of the earth.”

I have quoted the 10th, 11th,
and 12th verses of the 1ith.
chapber  of Isaiah, to show
that there were promises made
concerning ‘a root of Jesse,
- which should stand for an ensign

Gf the people, and in order to

WWW, LatterDayTruth org '
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show who or what this root was,

I call attention to Doctrine and

“Covenants, section 113:1-7 Salt.
Lake edition, where some an-
swers by revelation were given
tu certain questions on seripture,
given through Joseph the seer,
March 1888, as follows:

Who is the stem of Jesse
spoken of in the 1st, 2d, 34, 4th
and bth verses of the 11th chap-
ter of Isaiah? ‘“‘Verily thus saith
the Lord, it is Christ,” What
is the rod spoken of in the firs
verse of the eleventh chapter of
Isaiah that should come of the
stem - of Jesse? ¢Behold thus
saith the Lord, 1t is a servant in
. thehands of Christ, who is part- -

ly a descendant of Jesse as well
as of Ephraim, or of the house
of Joseph, on whom is laid much
power.”  What is the root of
Jesse spoken of in the tenth
“verse of the eleventh chapter?
“Behold thus saith the Lord, itis
a descendant of Jesse, as well ag

of Joseph, unto whom “rightly
belongs the priesthood, and the

www.LatterDayTruth.org
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keys of the kingdom, for an
~ensign, and for the gathering of
my people in the last days.”
Now - then, if the priesthood
and the keys of the kingdom for
an ensign for the gathering of
God’s peoples in the last days,
rightly belongs to that root of
Jesse, who is a descendant of
Jesse, as well as of Joseph—-of
which we have three statements .
according to the quotations I
have given, one from the Book
of Mormon, one from the Bible,
and one from the Book of Doc
trine and Covenants, which
- statements all agree—it proves
beyoud a doubt that the priest-
hood spoken of in Doctrine und
Covenants, section 10?? para-
graph 40, rightly belongs to
that chosen seed to whom the
promises were made, as recorded
in 2d Nephi, 3d chapter, Isaiah
11th chapter, and Doctrine and
Covenants section 118. Angd if
we can locate the chosen seed
in these latter: days, we will have
made this matter so plain that

www:LatterDayTruth.org .
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none but the wilfully blind can
help seeing and understanding.

- We will now try to locate the
map t0 whom was committed the
key of the gathering the people
of God in these last days. In
Doctrine and Covenants, section
110:11, 12, Salt Lake edition, we
find this statement:

“After this vision closed, the
heavens were again opened unto
us, and Moses appeared before
us, and committed unto wus the
keys of the gathering of Israel
from the four parts of the earth,
and the leading of the ten tribes
from the land of the north. - And
after this, Hlias appeared, and
committed the dispensation of
the gospel of Abraham, saying,

. that in us, and our seed, all gene-

rations after wus should be
blessed.” . ‘
Question. To whom were the
keys here referred to given?
- And to whom was the dispensa-
tion of the gospel of Abraham.
committed? By examining sec-
tion 110, just referred to, we

www.LatterDayTruth.org .-
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find this section contains visions
manifested to Joseph Smith the
seer, and. Oliver. Cowdery, in-
the Kirtland temple, April 3,
1836. And whereas, they, in
describing these great visions,
together with the keys of the
gathering, and the dispensation
of thegospel of Abraham, always
use the word “we” or “us,”’ to
whom were commitied the keys
—agnd the dispensation of the -
gospel of Abraham, saying, that
in us and our seed all genera-
tions after us should be blessed,
showing conclusively that Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery were
the ones to whom were com-
‘mitted those -keys, and the dis-
pénsation of the gospel, in'order
that they and their seed should
become a blessing to all gens- .
‘rations after them., But, saysan
objector,you have brought Oliver

 Cowdery into the contest for pro-

phetic and presidential rights

along with Joseph Smith.  Now -
o will'you please tell us why he, in-

stead of one of the twelveapostles

www.LattefDayTruth.org
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or any other man in the church
should be chosen to receive and
dispense those choice blessings
to others? 1 amswer because he
was one of the chosen ssed fo
- whom the promises were madse
to do a certain work in the latter
days. To prove that this answer
is correct I will ask you fo turn
1o the Book of Mormon again, to
the 8d chapter of 2d Nephi, 18th
verse, where old Father Lehi
blessed his youngestson, Joseph,
and there you will find these
words:

“And the Lord said unto mse
also, I will raise up unto thee
fruit of thy loies; and 1 will
make for him a spokesman. And

- I, behold, I will give unto him,

that he shall write the writing
of the fruit of thy loins, unio the
fruis of thy loins; and the spckes-
man of thy loins shall declars
it.”

To prove that thiz Book of
Mormon seripture which we have
just read, refers to ‘Joseph
Smith- and Oliver Cowdery, I

- www.LatterDayTruth.org
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call your attention to Doctrine
and Covenants, section 28: 2, 8, -
Balt Lake edition; section 27: 2,
Lamoni edition, which reads as
follows:

“But, behold verily, verily, I
say un$o thee, no one shall be
appointed to receive command-
ments and revelations in this
shurch, excepting my servant
Joseph Smith, Jr., for he re-

- geiveth them even as Moses; and
thou [Oliver Cowdery] shall be
obedient unto the things which I
shall give unto him, even as daron,
to declare faithfully the com-

- mandments and the reve"lmions,
with poswer and authority unto
the church.” '

In counnection with the fore-
going we will examine section .
21: 10, 11 and 12, Salt Lake edi-

- tion; section 19: 3, Lamoni edi-
tion, which reads as follows: -

, “Wherefore it behooveth me

. that he should be ordained by -
you, Oliver Cowdery, mine apos-
tle; this being an ordinance unto -
you, that_you are an elder under

www.LatterDayT"ruth.(k)rg' s
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his hand, he being the first unto

- you, that you might be an elder

unto this church of Christ, bear-
ing my name, and the first
preacher of this church unto the
church, and before the world,
yea, before the Q(entiles; yes,
and thus saith the Lord God, lo,
lo! to the Jews also. Amen.”
‘In the revelations just men-
tioned we discover: First, that
Joseph Smith was the only man
whom God had appointed to re-
ceive revelations and command-
ments for the church. Second,
he received them even as Moses
did. And whereas he was (ace
cording to the Book of Mormon)
. to have a spokesman the same
as-Moses had. And inasmuch
~as the Lord called Oliver Cow-
‘dery, through Joseph Smith, to
be obedient to that calling, and
to faithfully declare the com-
- mandments and revelations given
of God, through Joseph Smith
unto the church, even as Aaron
was to declare the law of God
given through Mosgs, and where-
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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as he, Oliver Cowdery, was called
to be an apostle and the first
preacher of the church, unto the
church, and unto the “world,
therefore we conclude that he
was the man who was spoken of
in the- prophecy (of Joseph who
was sold into Hgypt) as the
spokesman for that seer whom
‘God promised to raise up of the
fruit of the loins ef Joseph who
was sold into Egypt. And if he
was that spokesman referred to
he was also of the seed of Joseph
of Egypt; for he is called the
spokesman - of the loins ™ of
Joseph.” ;

But I would not have any one to
suppose that I am championing
the cause of Oliver Cowdery fur-
ther than thathe was the spokes-
- man spoken of in connection with
that seer o whom the promises
were made, which I have shown
was Joseph SBmith, the transiator

of the Book of Mormon. Andthe

fact that Joseph Smith and Oliver.
~ Cowdery held the highest priest-
hood there was in the church,

www.LatterDayTruth.org k
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and the farther fact that they
were told by Elias that all gene-
rations after them should be

blessed in them and their seed.
These, together with the other
scriptural evidence that I have
presented, proves conclusively
that the priesthood mentioned in
Doctrine and Covenants, section
. 107: 40, Sals Lake edition; seg-
tion 104: 18, Lamoni edition, right-
ly belongs to theliteral descend-:
ants of the chosen seed, Joseph -
Smith and Oliver Cowdery, to
whom the promiszes were made.
So that their posterity, through
the law of lineage and faithful
-obedience to the commands of -
God, should be and are entitled
to hold the same priesthood and
occupy the same official position -
in the church which Joseph and

Oliver held.

For further proof in support
of this position, turn to Doctrine
and Covenauts, section 124: 56,
62, Salt ‘Lake edition; section
107: 18, Liamoni edition, which
reads as follows: R

www.LatterDayTruth,org
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C“And now I -say unto'you,as
pertaining to my boarding house
which I have commanded you to
build for the boarding of strang-
ers, let 1t e built unto my name,
and let my name be named upon
it, and let my servaut Joseph,
" and his house have place sherein,
from generation to generation;
For this anointing have I put

upon his head, that his blessing

shall also be put upon the head
- of his posterity after him, and
as I said unto Abraham concern-
ing the kindreds of the earth,

even so I say unte my servant

Joseph, In thee and in thy seed
shall the kindred of the earth
- be blessed. Therefore, let my
servant Joseph and his seed
after him have place in that
house, from generation to gene-
ration, for ever and ever, saith -
. the Lord, and let the name of
that house be called Nauvoo
house, and let it be a delightfnl
habitation for man, and & resting
place for the weary traveler,

that he may contemplate the

' WWW. LatterDayTruth org
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glory of Zion, and the glory of
this the corner sfone thereof;
that he may receive also the
counsel from those whom I have
set to be as plants of renown,
and as watchman upon her
walls.” :

Let us examine this prophecy
and commandment concerning
Joseph Smith and his seed or
. posterity. In the first place we

find that the Lord made choice
of Joseph Smith and his pos-
terity to have charge of the
Nauvoo house which he (God)
had commanded his Saints to
build for the boarding of strang-
ers. Why was Joseph Smith
chosen above all others $o occupy
thig position? Because the Lord
had chosen him from the begin-
ning and ordained him to be at
the head of the church. There-
fore he was the proper person
to give counsel to every traveler
who might come o Nauvoo for
the purpose of confemplating
the glory of Zion and the glory
of Nauvoo which was a corner-
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“gtone thereof, or a Stake of Zion.

This then being the case, we can
readily understand why the Lord
had said that Joseph’s blessing
should also be put upon the head
of his posterity after him. Be-
cause God had set them to be as

 plants of renown, and as watch-

men upon her walls, and in this
position they could and were to-.
become a blessing to the kin-
dreds of the earth, or, as it is
stated elsewhere, in Joseph and
his seed all generations after
him should be blessed.

In order to obtain a correct
understanding of the word bless-
ing, as-used in connection with
Joseph Smith and his posterity,
we will turn to the 49th chapter

~of Genesis where we read of the

* blessings that Jacob pronounced
‘upon the heads of bis sons, in-
cluding Joseph who received the

crowning blessing, and the 26th

- verse reads as follows:

“The blessings of thy fa.ther .
have prevailed above the bless-

~ ings of my progenitors [Abra-
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ham and Isaac] unto the utmost
bounds of the everlasting hills:
they shall be on the head of

- -Joseph, and on the crown of the

head of him that was separate
from his brethren.”

What was the crown of the
head of Joseph? By turning to ’
the 48th chapter of Genesis we
find that Joseph took his two
sons to his father, Jacob, and
Jacob Dblessed them. But in
blessing the lads he wasled by
the Spirit to bestow the crown- -
ing blessing upon Ephraim the

youngest instead of Manasseh -

who was the eldest, and although
Joseph wanted his father to put
his right hand upon Manasseh’s
head to confer the greater or
crowning blessing upon him, be-
cause he- was the first bern, yet
in verse 19 we read his father

refused and said, “I know it my
son, I know it, he also shall be-
come & people, and he alse shall
be great: but truly his younger
brother shall be greater than he,
and %is seed shall become a mul-
titude of nations.”’
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Here we learn that the crown

of the head of Joseph was Eph- :

raim, who received the crowning
or greater blessing, which in-
cluded the birthright, or in other
words, the rights of the first-
born, as will be seen. by turning
to the 56h chapter of 1st Chron-
icles, 1st verse, where it is re-
" corded that the birthright was
taken from Reuben the first born
son of Jacob, because of trans-
gression, and given to the songof
Joseph. And to show which one
of the sons of Joseph wus recog-
_nized by the Lord as having
~ received the blessing including
the birthright turn to Jeremiah
the 31stchapter, and in the last
clause of the 9th verse the Lord
says, ‘'l am a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my first born.”
And by reading the 16th and

17th verses of the 88d chapter of
Deuteronomy, we discover that
certain blessings were to come
.upon the head of Joseph and
upon the top of “the head of him
that was seperate from his breth-
ren:
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“His glory is like the firstling
of his bulloek, and his horns are
like the horus of unicorns: with
them he shall push the people
together to the ends of the earth:
and they are the ten thousands
of Ephraim, aud they are the
thousands of Manasseh.”’

In the examination of the fore-
going seripturds, we discover
‘that certain blessings were put
upon the head of Joseph, the son:
of Jacob, and these same bless-
ings were fo be put upon the
crown of the head of Joseph,
which we have proven fto bg
Ephraim, who received the
crowning blessing or blessing
"~ of the first born, and we claim
that the blessings of the High-
priestheod fogether with all the
pewer and authority which God
did pus upon the head of Joseph
Smith the martyr was also put
upon the head of his posterity
after him, and the head of his
posterity was his.eldest living
sm“ even he who was ancinted

1 ses soart by the lay ‘ngfmef
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hands and blessing by Joseph -
Smisth the marsyy, to be his sue-
cessor as the prophet o the
church, which we will abundant-
1y prove later on.

To prove that Jossph Smlth'
the martyr un&erstood that his
posterity would stand in his
place and continue the work he
bhad begun, we will quote from a
letter written by him to John C.
Calhoun, Jauuvary 2, 1844, found
in Times and Seasons, Vol. b, p
- 295, in which he says:

“While I have powers of body
and mind; while water runs and
grass  grows, while virtues is
lovely and vice  hateful; and
while & stons poluis out a sac-
red spoé where a fragment of
American liberty once was, I or
my posterity will g}}’ea& the cause
of injured innocencs.”

Question? Has wabter cessed
~to run? Has. grass ceased to
grow?  Has virtue ceased to be"
EGVGE? er vicae- hateful? - Has
Ame* ased fo ex-
5¢ have noy
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ceased, then she posterity of Jo-
seph Smith will continue to plead -
the same cause that their father-
plead during his life time.

In suppors of lineal priesthood
I will read from Docirine and
Covenants, Sec. 86, par. 8 to the
end of the Sec.,8alt Lake sdition;”
Sec. 84:3,4, Lamoni edition:

“Therefore, thus saith the
Lord unto you, with whom the
priesthood  hath  continued
- through the lineags of your fath-
ers, for ye are lawful heirs, ac-
gording t0 the flash, and have
been hid from the world with
~Christ in God; therefore your
life and the priesthood hath re-
mainéd and must needs remain
- through you and your lineage,
until the restoration of all things
spoken ‘by the mouths of all the
holy prophets since the world
began. Therefors, blessed are
- ye if ye continue in my goodness,
a hight unto the-  Geutiles, and
through this priesthood,  a sa-
vior unto my psople Israel.. The
Lord hath said it Amen.” i
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Tn the foregoing revelation we
discover that the prissthood had
continued through the lineage of
somebody’s father, and the ones
. to whom this revelstion was giv-
en wers lowful helrs according to
the flesh.. Question? Was this
revelation given %o, aud concern-
ing the chosen seed to whom the
promises wers made? or was it
given to the tweive apostles
who were not ordained until two
or three years after this revsla-
tion was given? We belisve it
was given to, and concerning the
chosen sead to whom the prom-
ises were made, even that choice
seer whom God promised Je-
seph of Hgypt ihat he would
raise up out of the fruit of the
loins of Josepk, the son of Jacob,
which we have shown elsewhere
was Joseph Smith, the latter-day
seer. .
This being true, iaheﬂ aecame
ing to this revelation the priest-
“hood would have tc oceutinue
through him and hislineage, un-
il the ‘vestoration® of all things
‘www.LatterDayTruth.org
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§poken by the mouths of all the
holy propheis since the world
began. And by continuing in
the goodness of God, (which they
could do only by kesping his
commandinents) they should be
blessed, and become a light unto
the Gentiles, and through thas
priesthood, & savior unto Israel
This was just what was intended
that Joseph Smith should be-
come when the keys were com-
mitted unte him by Moses, when
he appeared unto Joseph and
Oliver in the Kirtland Temple,

In concluding this subject of
lineal priesthood, I will quote
irom ihe Times and Seasons, vol-
ume B, page 714 which rea&s as
follows:

“Thanks be to Jesus; the hon-
ors and powers of the prissthood
are noé oblalzed by money or
craft,  They are handed down by
lineage from father to son, accord-
ing to the order of the Son of
God.” = .

T also call astention 03 state:
ment made by Brigham Young,
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when disceursing on the subject,
“Rights of Heirship,” which will
be found in Millennial Star,volume
15, page 493. He ssid:

“This right did belong, still
beloags, and forever will belong
to sthe first born sonm in evay’
family of Adam’s race.”

The next question that invites :
our attention 1s, did Joseph
Smith, the martyr, appoint his
-son Joseph ‘to succeed him as a-
seer, a revelator, s translator
and & prophet? We will first in-
troduce the testimony of Lyman
Wight. In the private journal
‘of Lyman Wight this is found:

“Sunday, December 8, 1850;
bore testimony that Joseph Smith:
appointed those of hisown pos-
terity to be his sucgessor.”

Andin a letter he wrote in
July, 1855, from Medina River,
Texas, 10 the Noriheran Islander,
a Strangite paper, he, Lyman
Wight, said:

- “Now Mr. Editor, if you had’
“been present  when  Joseph:

called on me shortly after we
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came ous of jail, to lay hands
with him on the head of a youth,
and heard him cry aloud, you
are my successor when I depart,
and heard the blessings poured
on his ead—1I say had you heard
all this,and seen the tearsstream-
ing from bis eyes—you would not
have been led [inte following
Strang] by blind fanaticism, or
a zeal witliout keowledge.”
This iz quoted by B. H. Rob-:
-erts from the Seints - Herald, vol-
ume 39, pages 338-0. Bee Suc-
cession in the Presidency of the
Church, by B. H. Roberts, page
50. I wili next present the fes-
timony of Elder James White:
head given under oath in the
temple lot guit:

‘‘ITrecollect a meeting that was
held in the winter of 1848, at
Nauvoo, Lllincis, prior to Joseph
Smith’s death, at which the ap-
pointment was made by him, Jo-
sephh Smith, of bis successor.
His son Joseph was selected as
hig snccessor. Joseph Smith did
the - talking.  There were pres:
ent Joseph and Hyrum Smith,
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John Taylor, and somse othars
who also spoke on the subject;
~ there wers iwenzy-ﬁve I suppose
ab the meeting. At that meeting
Joseph Bmith, the present pre-
siding officer of ths cam‘p}amant
ahurs:m was selected by his fath-
er as bhis successor. He was or-
aamm and anointed at that
dng. Hyrom Smith the Pa-
triarch, anointed him, and Jo-
seph Smith his father, blegsed
him and ordained him,znd Newell
K. Whitney poured the oil on hig-
head and he was sst apart to be
his father’s successor in office;
holding all the powers hiz father
held. I cannot tell all the per-
song that were preseut; thers
was a2 good many there. John
Taylor and Willard Richards;
they were two of the Twelve;
Ebenezer Robinson wag present,
and George J. Adams, Aipheus
Cutler a,nd Reynolds Cahoon, I
cannoct tell them ally I was there
$00."—Plaintiffs Abssract of Hvi-
cence in the temple lot suit, page
28,

In the Absiract of Bvidence in
the m:nf le 1ot Suﬁ page 40, Jo-
34
o

1ot
229 ke son of Joseph

‘@epu Bmi
Smith  the martyr, lestifed as
‘IGJ@W“”
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“About my selection by my
father to be his sucgessor in of
fice, I remember of kw‘é“ﬂ;ﬁ called
into his office, or into o roum ade-
joining his office, and i
the laying on of han
prophetic biuz«gmg

{Pars, whwi‘m
[ remembar ‘L’Lzm,
member that just be
parture for Ca,z“n a &, W z
ber of others, I was called nto a
room in the Mansion House, and
there again x{,mw%} the layiog
on of hands, wyi bleg ~inga
algo m’es an

'mgmnn{n my ]
hands on my ztﬁaﬁ “nd saying
the peopls that this was his suc-
cessor, or was 1o be his succes-
sor.” ’

Iu connection with the testi
mony of Joseph Smith, we here-
with give the testimony of John
B. Carter of near Prove, U‘tm,}
talren in the *meﬂa Iot suit as
S51% _Lse.x,uo {3 usﬁh M&I‘Cb 14:
1882. After Lari.mg that this
took place whex he Was presant
au a &wndmy service held in the

owery near the Jemp?e st Namn-
vng,noﬁ' long befors Joseph BSmith
was killed, he says:
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“Joseph Smith came on the
stand leading his son, young Jo-
- seph, and they sat him down on
& bench at the pruphet’s right
hand, and Joseph got up and be-
Zan o preach and talk to the pec-
ple, and the question he said was
asked by somebody, ‘If Joseph
Smith should be killed or die,who
would be his successor?’ And
he turped sround and zaid, point-
ing'to his son, ‘there is theSucces—
sor,” and ‘he went on and ‘said
my work is pretty nearly dons.’””
And that is about all he said in
regard to his son. He said inan-
swer to a question that was asked
as $0 who should be his suceessor
in case he should be killed or die,
- and he polnted to his son, young
- Joseph, who was sitéing there at
his side, and said he, There is
your leader.

I will now present the sworn
testimony of Mrs. Sophia K.
Cook (2 nisce of Martin Harris) of
Provo, Uta, who testifies as fol-
lows:

+‘Provo City, Utah, September
18, 1900. " With no sther motive
than that the truth may be known
by 2ll men to whom this affirma-
tion may come, I, Mrs. Sophia
K Uook; - do - hereby solemiuly
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swear that 1 was born near FPon
tiac, Michigan, July 28, 1828, 1
was baptized into the Church of
Jesus  Christ of Latter-day
Saints, in Missouri, in my girl
hood, my parents having pre-
viously united with that church;
that I am now a member of the
Church of Latter-day Saints, the
beadguarters of which is located
at Sait Lake City, though 1 do
not indorss polvgamy; that I was
present in a meeting held ing
bowery in Nauvoo, Illincis, the
date of which, to the besi of my
recollection, was the spring or
summer of 1848 or 1844; I was

sitting west from the speaker’s
 stand, only a few feet; at this
meeting I heard Joseph Smith,
Prasident of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints say
in substance: 1 bave often been
asked who would succeed me as
the prophet to the chureh.  He
then turned and led his son
Joseph before the audience and
said: ‘My son Joseph will be
your nexi prophet.’ ~Approxi
mately, L should say there were
several bhundrad people present -
at this meeting. ;

_ Sophis K. Cock.
“Subseribed and sworn to be-
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fore me this 13th day of Septem-
ber, A. D., 1900.
seal), John UL Buehi,
-Notary Public.

“My commission axpires Feb-
ruary 5, 1904.”

—Z10N’s ENsaN, Vel 12, Ne. 29,
page 5.

Hmms Smith, the widow of
Joseph BSmith the martyr, testi-
fied that she heard her husband
(Joseph BSmith) say that young
Joseph was set apart to be his
SUCCEess0r. ‘

Now let us examine the evi:
dence I have presented. The
first thres witnesses were Lyman
Wight, James Whitehesd and
Joseph Smith, who alltestify thas.
they wers present when Joseph
Smith the martyr laid his hands
on the head of his son Joseph, and
declared that he, hig son Joseph,
should be his suceessor. It
sihiould also be remembaered thaj
Lyman.  Wight was one of the
twelve apostles, anid that he, ace
cording to his own testimony,laid
hiz hands alsc on the head of
young Joseph in connection with
Joseph -the martyr, whsan he,
Juseph the martyr, declared that
hig son Joseph should be his sue:
cessor when he departed.
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It should further be remem-
bered that the other two wit-
nesses {James Whilehead and
Joseph Smith) bosth testified un-
der oath, that they were present
and were eye witnesses of that
to which they testified. The
other three witnesses (John H.
Carter, Sephia K. Cook and Hm-
ma Smith) testified, two of them
vnder osbth, that they heard
Joseph Smith say $hat his son,
young Joseph., was to be his suc-
~cessor. Thus we find, sccording
to- the testimony given by eye-
witnesses, young Jossph was
blessed, anointed with oil, and
crdained to succeed his father
as & seer, a rovelater, s transla:
tor and a prophet, and by reason
of his baving all these gifts con-
ferred on him through the man
who was called of God, and ap-
pointed to be the mouthpiece of
God unto latter-day {srael, L say,
by reason of having thess gifts,
" ke should be, and is, entitled to
preside over the whole church
and be like unto Moses, accords
ing to the law of God given in
Doctrine and Covenants, section
107, paragraph 91,92, Salt Lake
edition; section 104, paragraph
42, Lamoni edision,
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And in support of this elaim, I
respectfully call sttention to the.
fact that God himseli has borne
testimony concerning the pro-
phetic mission of young Joseph,
- by maunifesting himsell {0 him
in various ways. He first mani-
fested himsell io young Joseph
in open vision in 1853. Again in
1856 he spoke ¢ hm, and in
1860 young Joseph declared that
for some time past he had re-:
~eeived manifestations from God,
directing him what to do, and in
1861, in order io silence the cavi- |
lings of some who said young
Joseph - did not profess fo be
called of God, Hlder Chas. Derry
wrote him, - asking him - to
please state in answer, if God
had indeed called him to succeed
his father. To this Joseph re-
plied that God had called him to
that position, and that the prom-
izses of God to him was that he
would call him again, again and
again, untll men should know:
that gold, or lust, or the love of
power were not the gods that
had called him.

On December 27, 1896, at In-
dependence, Missouri, in a ser-
mon delivered ai that time and
place—he, in referring to his call
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from God to leadership in suc-
cession to his father, he said,
““The voice of God was 10 me, and
the angel stood by me with the mes=
sage, The voice of the Spirit was to
me, 88 o what 7 should do, and
not what somebody else shoald
do; and from that time to this, T
have gone in sccordance with
the direction given me, and so
belp me, the power that sent me
to do his will, I will confinue un-
til the end shall come for me.”
These manifestations and rev-
elations 1o which I have here re-
ferred, were given to Joseph for
his. own guidauce and benefit,
but since 1860, he has received
many revelations and command:
ments from God for the guidance
of the church over which he pre:
sides, which church was re-
vealed from God unto young
Joseph, as being the ounly organ-
ized portion of the church that
was accepted by him, (God); and
farther the Lord ssid unto him,
¢ have given them (the Reor-
ganized church) my Spiris, and
will continue to do so while. they
remain humble and faithful.”
Quoted by B. H. Roberts from ~
Autobiography of Mr. Bmith,
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Life of Joseph, Josephite edition,
page 772.

This is verv significant and
should not be loss sight of, for if
God revealed unto the man whom
we have proven to be fbe true
prophet of God thas i} eRgoz-'gga,m
- ized Church of Jmsu% Chriss of
Latter-day Saints iz the only
church sccepted by him, we
should be very careful how we
condemn that church, and that
man as & prophel, lest we be
found fghting apsinst God, apd.
rejecting the true chureh and the
true propﬁeg of God.

And now iz conclusion I wish
to say toall those who claim fo
believe in the divine mission of
Joseph Smuth the martyred
prophet, and slso ln the dwmfty
of the Bible, Bock of Mormon
sud  Doetrine and Covenants.
Search those books carefully,
and see if T have not told you the
truth inall I} nave presented for
your eongidaration; and may God
halp every honest @{ml to under-
stand and accept the truth and
be obedient m his e@mmands,
that we all may become omns in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

o

www.LatterDayTru‘t‘h.org,




ERRATA.

On page 20, 20th line from top, “‘sec-
tion 109’ should read, ‘‘section 107.”
On page 23, 11th line, ““13th verse”
should read, “*18th verse.” On page
32, 13th line, *‘son of Joseph,’’ should
read, “sons of Joseph.”
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