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TIMES AND SEASONS,
- CITY OF NAUVOO,
FRIDAY, APRIL I, 1842, A

LADIE®* RELIEF SCCIETY.

A society has lately been formed by the ladies
of Nauvoo for the relief of the poor, the desti-
tute, the widow and the orphan; and for the ex-
ercise of all benevolent purposes.  The society
is known by the name of the ¢Ledies’ Relief
Bociety of the City of Nauvoo;” and wss organ-
ized on Thursday the 24th of Mareh A. D. 1849,

The society is du'y organized with a Presi-
dentess or Chairwoman, and two Councillors,
chosen by hersell; a Treasurer and Secrctary,
Mrs. Emma Smith takes the Fresidential chair,
Mrs. Elizabeth Ann Whitney, and 3rs. Sarah
5. Cleveland are her Councillors; Miss Elvira
Cole is Treasvress, and our well known and
talented poctess, Miss B.iza B. Snow Seerstary.

There wasa very numerons aitendance at
the organzation of the society andalso at the'r
aubsequent mestings of some of our most intel-
igent, humane, philanthrophie, end respectab e
ladies; and we are well assured from a knowl-
edge of those purc principles of brnevolence
that flow spoutaneously [rom their humane, and
philantbrophic Losome, that with the resources
they will have at cotunand they will 4y to the
relief of the stranger, they will pour in oil and
wine fo the wounded heart of the distressed;
they will dry up the tear of the orphan, and make
the widow’s heait to rejoice. '

Our Ladies have alwiys been signalized fur
their acts of bensvolence and kindness; bat the
cruel usage that they have received fromn the
barbarians of Miscouri, has hitlierto prevented
their extending the haud of charity in a conspic-
uous manner; yet in the midet of their persecu-
tions, when the bread has been torn from their
helpless offkprings by their cruel opprescors,
they have always been ready to open their
doors to the weary traveller, to divide their sean-
ty pitlance with the hungry; and from their rob-
bed and impoverished wardrobes, to divide with
the more needy and destitute; and now that they
are living in a wore genial soil, andamong a less
Larbareus people, and possess freilities that
they have not herctofore enjoyed, we feel cons
vineed thas with their concentraied c¢fforts the
condition of the suflerring poor, of the stranger
and the fatherless will bo amelicrated.

We bad the privelege of being present atihe'r
organization, and were much pleased with their
wmodus operandi, and the good erder that prevail-

eds they are striclly parnamentary m their pro-
eeedings; and we believe that they will make

“TRY THE SPIRITS.?

Recent occurrences that have transpired amongst
un render it an imperative duty devolving upon
me tosay something in relation to the spirits by
wihich men are actuated. [t is evident from thie
apostle’s writings that many false spirits existed
in their dayv, and had “gens forth into the
world,” and that it needed intelligence which
God alone could jmpart to detect falsc spirits,
and te prove what spirits were of God. The
world in general have been grossly ignorant in
regard to this one thing, and why should they
be oiherwise, “For no man knows the things ot
God, but by the spirit of God.”” The Egyplians
were not able to discover the differcnee betwern
the miracles of Moses and those of the magi-
|cians until they came to be tested together;
tand if Moses had not appeared in their midst
they would unquestionably have thought that
ithe miracles of the magicians were pe:formed
through the wmighty power of God; for they
were great iracles that were performed by
them: a supernatural agency was developed; and
great power manifested. :

The witch of Endor is no less singular a per.
sonage; clothed with a powerful agency she
raised the prophet Samue! from his grave, and
he appeared hefore the astonished kingand re-
vealed unto him his future destiny, Who is to
telt whether tis woman is of God, and a right-
cous woman! or whether the power she pes-
sesged was of the devil, and her u witeh asrepre
zented by the bible? it is eusy for us te say now;
but if we had lived in her day, which of us
¢ould have woravelied the mystery?

It would have been equalty as difficnlt for us
te tell by what spirit the prophels prophesied,
ar by what pewer the aposties spoke, and worked
miraeles. Who eould have told whether the
Ipower of Simon, the sorcerer was of God, or of
ithe devil? There always did 1n every age seem
ito be a lack of intelligence pertaining o this
subject. Spirits of all kindg have been mani-
fested, in every age and almiost amongst all peo-
ple: if we go among the Pagans they have
their apivits, the Mshomedans, the Jews, the
Christiuns, the Indians; all have their spirite,
all have a supernatural agency: and all contend
that their spirits are of God. Who shafl solve
the mystery? “Try the spirits,” says John,
bat whe isto dojt? The learned, the eloquent,
the philosopler, the sage. the divine, all ave ig-
norant. The Heathens will boast of their Gods,
and of the great things that have been uufo'dell
by their oracles. The Maussulman will borst of
Lis Koran and of the divine communicaiions that
his progenitors have recelved, and are receiving.
The Jews have had nuvmcrous instanees both
ancient and modern among them of men who
have professed to be inspired and sent to bring
about great evenls, and the Christian world has
not been slow in making up the namber,

«'I'ry the spirirzgs” bul what by? are we to
try them by the creeds of reen? wlint preposter-
ous folly, whatl sheer ignoranee, what madness,
Try the motions and aciions of un et rnal being,
(for T eontend that oll spirits »re such,) by a
thing that was conceived in ignorance, snd
brought forth in folly.—a eobweb of yesterday,
Angels would hide their fuces, and devils would
be ashamed and inzulted and would say, *Panl
we hnew, and Jesus we know, but who are ye .
Let each man or society make s ercedand fry

pretty good dewnocrats.—Lp,

evil apirite by it and the devil would shake lus
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sides, it is all that he would ask. a!that he
would desite. Yet many of them do this and
henee *many spirits are abread in the world?
One preat evil is that men are ignorant of the
nature of spirite; their power, laws, govern-
ment, intelligence &c., and imagine that when
there is any. thing like power, revelation, or vis-
ion manifested thatit must be of God :—hence
the Methodists, Presbyterions, and others fre-
quently possess a spirit that will cause them to
lay down, and during its eperation animation is
frequently entirelv suspended; they considerit
1o be the power of God, and a glorivus manifes-
tation from God,—a manifestation of what?—
is there any intelligence communicated? are
the curtains of heaven withdrawn, or the pur-
poses of God developed! hava they seen and
conversed with an angel; or have the glories of
futurity burst upon their view? No! but their
body has been inanimate, the operation of their
spirit suspended, and el the intelligence that
ean be obtained from them when they arise, is
a shout of glory, or ballelujah, or some incohe-
rent. expression; but they bave had “-the power.”
The Shaker will whirl around on his heel im-
pelled by a supernataral agency, or spixit, and
think that he is governed by the spirit of God:
and the Jumper will jump, and enter inte all
kinds of extravagancies, a Primitive Methodist
will shout under the influence of that spirit, un.
til he will rend the heavens with his cries;
whila the Quakers, (or Friends) nmioved as they
think by the spirit of God, will sit stilland say
nothing. Is God the author of all this? 1f not
of all of it, which does he recognize? surely
sych a heterogenious mass of confusion never
can enter ints the kingdom of Heaven, Every
one of these prof sses to be competent to try
his neighbour's spirit, but no one can tryhis
own, and what is the reason? becauss they
have not a key to unlock, no rule wherewith to
measure, and ne eriterion whereby they can
t°st it; could any one tell the lengily, breadth,
or height ofa building without arule? rest the
quality of metals without a criterien, or point
out the movemenis of the planetary system with~
out a knewledge of astronomy! cerfainly not:
and if gnch ignorancs as this is manifested about
a spirit of this kind whe ean describe amangel
of light, if Satan should appear as one in glory?
Who can tell his color, his signs, his appear-
ance, his glory? or what is the manner of his
manifestation? Who can detect the spirit of
the French Prophets, with their revelations, aud
visions, and power, and nmantfestations? or who
can point ont the spirit of the Irvingites with
their spostles, and prophets, and visiogs, and
tongues, and intevpretations, &e. &e.; or who
ean drag into day-light and develope the hidden
mysteries of the fa'se spirits that so frequently
are made manifcst among the Latter.Day Saints?
‘We answer that no man can do this without the
Friesthood, and having a knowledge of the lawae
by which spirits are governed: for as, **no man
knows the things of God but by the spirit of
God,” g0 no man knows the spirit of the devil
and his power and intluence but by possessing
intelligence which is more than human. snd
having unfolded through the medium of the
Priesthood the mysterious operations of his de-
vices: withont knowing the ange'ic form, the
sanctified look, and gesture, and the zeal that
is frequently manifested by him fot the glory of
God :—together with the prophetic epirit, the

giavious inuuence, the podly appearance, and
the holy garb which is so characteristic of his
proceedings, and his mystericus windings, A
man must have the discerning of spirits, before
he can drag into daylight this hellish influence
and unfold it univ the worldin all its soul dew
stroying, diabolical, and horrid colors: for noth-
ing s a greater injury to the children of men
than to beunder theinfluence of 2 {alse spirit,
when they think they have the spirit of
God. Thousands have felt the influence of ils
terrible power, and baneful effectss long pilgrim-
ages have been undertaken, penances endured,
and pain, misery, and ruin have followed in
their train: nations have been convalsed, king-
doms overthrown, provinces laid waste, anl

blood, carmage, and deso'ation are the habila-
ments in which it has been clothed. The Turks,
the Hindoos, the Jews, the Chrirtians, the In-
dians, in fact all nations have been daceived, im.
posed upon and injured through the mischievous
effects of false spirits.

Aswe have noticed before, the great difficul-
ty Jays in the ignorance of the nature of spirits,
of the laws by which they are governed. and
the signs by which they may be known; if it
requires the spirit of God, to know the things
of God, and the gpirit of the devil ean only be
unmasked through that medium, then it follows
asa natural copscquence that uoless some pep-
8on, or persong, have a communication or reve
lation from God, unfolding to them the opera-
tion of gpirie, thev must eternally remain ig-
norant of thege principles:—for I contend that
if one man cannot understand these things but
by the gpirit of God, ten thousand men cannot;
it ig alike out of the reach of the wisdom of the
learned, the tongue of the eloquent, and the
power of the mighty. And we shall at last
have to come to this conclusion, whatever we
may think of revelation, that withount it we can
neither know, nor understand any thingof God,
or the devil; and however unwilling the world
may be to acknowledge this principle, itis evi-
dent from the multifarious creeds and notions
concerning this matter, that they understand
nothing of this principle, and it is eqaa!lf,’ ag
plain that without a divine communication they
must remain in ignorance. The world always
mistook fulse prophets for true oues, and those
that were sent of God they cousidered to be
false prophets; and hence they killed, stoned,
punished and imprisoned the true prophets, and
they had to hide themselves *'in deserts, and
dens, and caves of the earth;? and although the
most honorable men of the earth, they banished
them from their society as vagabonds; whilst
they cherished, honored, and supported knaves,
vagsbonds, hypeerites, imposters and the bs-
sest of men.

A wan must have the dizcerning of spirits as
we before stated to understand these things, and
how is he to obtain this giftif there are no gifts
of the spirit? And how can these gifts be ob-
tained without revelationTet*Christ ascended
into heaven and gave giftsto men, . . . **an
he gave some apostles, and some propbets, and
some evangelists, and some pastors and teach-
ers” And how were apostles, prophets, pas-
tors, teachers, and evangelists chosen? by
“prophesy (revelation) and by laying on o
hands by a divine communication, and a di-
vinely appointed ardinance—through the medi-
um of the priesthood, organizad according 1o
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The orcer ot God, by arvine appointment. The
apostics in ancient times held the keys of this
priesthood—of the mysteries of the kingdom of
God, and consequently were enabled to unlock,
and unravel ¢}l things pertaining to the gov-
ernment of the church, the welfare of society,
the future destiny of men, and the agency,
power, and influence of spirits; for they could
control them at pleasure, bid them departin
the name of Jesus, and detect their mischievous
and mysterious operations when trying to palm
themselves upon the church in a religious garh,
and militats against the interest of the chureh,
and the spread of trath—we read that they
“east out devils in the name of Jesus® and
when a woman possessing the spirit of divina.
tion eried before Paul and 8ilas *‘these are the
servants of the most high God that shew unto
us the way of salvation:” they detected the
spirit, and although she spake favorably of them
Paul commanded the spltit to come out of her,
and saved themselves from the opprobrium that
might have been heaped upon their heads,
through an affiance with her, in the develop~
ment of her wicked principles:t—which they
certainly wouald have been charged with if they
had not rebuked the evil spirit. A powersim-~
tlar to this existed through the medium of the
priesthood, in different ages, Moses could de-
tect the magicians' power and shew that he
was (od’s servant, he knew when he wag upon
the mountain (through revelation,) that Israel
was sngaged in idolatry; he could develops the
sin of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, detect
witches and wizardain thelr proceedings, und
point out the true prophets of the Lord.  Jesh-
un knew how to detect *he man who had stolen
the wedge of goid and the Babylonish garment,
Michaiah could point out the false spirit by
which the four hundred prophets were govern-
ed; and if his advice bad been taken, many
lives would have been spared. 2, Chron.
xviii, 18. Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel and many other prophets possessed this
power. Our Saviour, the apostles, and even
the members of the church were endowed with
this gift, for says Paul 1, Cor. xiii, *“t0 one is
given the gift of tongues, to another the inter-
pretation of tongues, to another the working of
miracles, to another prophesy, to another the
discerning of spirils,”? all these proceeded from
the same spirit of Ged, and were the giftsof
God. The Ephesian church were enabled by
this principle “te try those that said they were
npostles, and were pot and found them liars
Rev. ii. 2.

In tracing the thing to the foundation, and
looking at it philosophieally we shall find n ve-
r{ material difference between the body and
the spirit—the body is supposed to be organ-
ized matter, and the spirit by many is thought
to be immaterial, without substance. With
this latter statement we should beg leave to dif-
fer—and state thac spirit is a substance; that it
is material, bat that 1t is more pure, elastie, and
refined matter than the body;—that it existed
befara the body, can exist in the body, and will
exist geparate from the body, when the bady
will be mouldering in the dust; and willin the
recurrection be again united with it.  Without
attempting to describe this mysterious connex-
ion and the laws that govern the body and spir-
it of man; their relationship to each other, and
the design of God in relation to the human

body and spirit, I would just remuwrk thatl the
spirits of men are eternal, that they are gevern-
ed by the same priesthood that Abraham, Mel-
chizedec, and the apostles were; that they are
srganized according to that priesthood which is
everlasting, “without beginning of days or end
of yearsP—that they all move in their respective
spheres, and are governed by the law of God ;—
that when they appear upon earth they arelaa -
probationary state, and are preparing if right-
eous, for a futnre and a greater glory -—that
the epirits of good men cannot interfere with
the wicked beyond their prescribed bounds;
for*“Michael the archangel dared not bring a
railing accusation against the devil, but seid
the Lordrebuke thee Batan”

It would seem also that wicked spirits have
their beunds, limits, and laws by which they
are governed or controlled, and know their fu-
ture destiny; hence those that were in the ma~
niac said to our Saviour, **art thon eome 10 107
ment us before the time-—and when Satan
presented himself before the Lord amoug the
sons of God, he said thathe came **from going
to and fro in the earth, and from wandering up
and down in ity and he is emphatically called
the prince of the power of the air; and itis
very evident that they poseess a power that
none but those whe have the priesthood can
contrel, as we have before adverted to intho
case of the sons of Sceva.

Having said o much upon general principles
without referring to ‘the peculiar situation,
power, and infinence of, the magicians of
Egypt, the wizarde, and witches of the Jews,
the oracles of the Heathen; their necromancers,
soothsayers, and astrologers; the maniacs of
those possessed of devilsin the apostles’ days,
we will notice and tv to detect (so faras we
have the scriptures for our aid) some few in-
stances of the developement of false spirits in
mose modern times, aud in thig our day.

The “French Prophets,” were poscessed of
a spirit that deeeived; they existed in Vivaris,
and Dauphiny in great numbers in the year
1683, there were many boys, and gitls frem
seven to twenty-five; they bad strange fus
as in tremblings, snd faintings, which mads
them strotch out their legs and arms as in a
swoon; they remsined awhile in trances and
coming out of them uttered all that came into
their mouths, [See Buck’s Theological Diction-
ary.] Now God never had any prophets that
acteld in this way; there was nothing indec-
arous in the procceding of the Lord’s prophets
in apy age; neither had the aposties, nor proph-
ets in the apostles’ day any thing of this kind.
Paul says *ye may all prophesy onc by one;—
and if any thing berevealed to another let the
first hold his peace, for the sputt of the prophets,
is subject to the prophets,” but heve we find that
the prophets are subjectto the spirit, snd falling
down liave twitchings, tumblings, and i'eu.nt»mgszQ
through the influence of that spirit; beingen-
ly under its contrel. Paul says “let every
thing be done decently and in orﬁer;” but
here we find the greatest disorder and indecency
in the condnet ¢f both men, and women, asa-
bove described, The same rule would apply to
the falling, twitchings swooning, s_ha\gmg. and
trances of many of our modern revivalists,
Joannah Southeot professed to be a prophet.

ess and wrote a book of prophesiesin 1804:
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she became the fiunder of a people that are
now extant; she was to bring forth in a place
appointed a son that was to be the Messiah,
which hing aes fuiled. Independent of
this bowever, wheie do we read of a woman
that was the founder of o church in the word of
God? Paul told the women in his day “10 keep
silencon the church, and that if they wished
to know any thing te aslk their husbands at
bome;” he would not suffer a woman *to rule,
orto'usurp anthority in the chutehs? but here
we find o woman the founder of a church, the
revelator and guide, the Alpha and Omega,
c,anzrni*i}f to all acknowledged rule, prineiple.
and order.

Jemimah Wilkinson, was angther prophete\c?:

that fignred largely in America inthe last cen-
tury. She stated that she was takensick and
died, and that her soul went to heaven where
it still continves.  Soon afier her body was re-
animated with the spirit and power of Christ,
upon which she set up asa public teacher and
declared she had na immediate revelntion, Now
the scriptures positively assertthat #Chriet is
the first fruit, afterwards fhivee thad are Christs
at his coming; then cometh the end>  8nt Je-
mimah, according to her testimony died, and
rose ngain before the time mentioned in the
seriptures. The iden of her soul being in
heaven while her body was on earth is also pre-
posterous; when God breathed into wan's nos-
irils he beeame a living soul, before that he did
not live, and when that was taken away his
body died; and so did our Saviour when the
spirit lefi the body; nor did his body live uniit
his spirit returned in the power of his resnrrec-
tion: but Mre. Wilkinson’s soul, [life] wasin
heaven and ber body without the soul Jor life]
on earth, living [without the soul, or] without
life.

The Irvingites, are a people that have coun-
terfeited the truth perhaps the neavest of any
of our modern sectariunsy they conimenced
ahout ten yearsago in the city of Loundou in
England. They have churches formed in vari-
ous parts of Englaund and Scotland and some
few in Upper Canada. Mr. Irving their foun-
der was a learned and talented minister of the
church of Seotland; he was a great logician,
and a powerful orator; but withal wild and en-
thusiastic in his viewe. Moving in the higher
cireles, and possessing talent and zeal, placed
bim in a situation to become a conspienous
character, and fo raise up 2 svelety similar to
that which s called after his name.

Tho Irvingites have apostles, prophets. pas-
tors, teachers, evangelisis, and angels. They
profess 1o have the gift of tongues and the in-
terpretation of tongues: and in some fow in-
stances to the gift of healing.

Tle fivet prophetic spirit that was manifested
was.in some Miss Cawmpbells, that Mr. Irving
met with whileon a journeyin Seetland; they
had [what is termed among their s ect,] *utters
ancesV—which were evidently of a supernat-
ural agency, Mr, Drving falling invo the com~
mon ervor of considering all ssperpatural man-
ifestations to be of God; ok them to London
with him, apd infroduced them into his church.

They there were honored as the prophetesses
of God, and when they speke Mr. Irving, or
say of hig ministers had to keep silence; they
were peculiarly wrought upon hefore the cone
gregation, and had strunge ulterances, witered

w tian unnatural, shiill veice and with thrilling
intonations; they frequently made use of a few
broken unconnected sentences that were am-
bignous, incoherent, and incomprehensible; at
other times they were more clearly under-
stood.  They would frequently ery ont, **There
is iniquity! There is iniquity!» " And Mr. Ir-
ving hos béden led under the influence of this
charge to fall down upon his knees before the
public eengregation and to confess his sin, not
knowing whether he had sinned, nor wherein;
not swhether the thing referred to Lim, or some-
body else, During these operations the bodies
of the persons speaking were powerfully
wrought upon, their countenances were dis-
torted, they had frequent twitchings in their
hands, and the whole system was powerfully
convuised at intervals; they sometiues howev-
er (itis supposed ) spoke in correct tongues, and
had true interpretations,

Under the influence of this spirit the chureh
was nrganized by these women ;apostlcs, proph-
ets, &e., were soon called, and a systematic or-
der of things introduced, as above mentioned,
A Mr. Baxter (afterwards one of the nrincipal
prophets) upon going into one of their meetings,
says, I zaw a power manifested and thought
that it was the power of God, and asked that it
might fall upon me; it did so and I began 1o
prophesy. LEight or nine years ago, they had
about sixty preachers going through the streeis
of London, testifying that London wasto be
the place where the ‘two witnesses,) spoken of
by John was to prophesy: that (they) ‘the
church and the spirit? were the witnesses, and
that at the end of three years and a half there
was to be an earthquake and great destruetior,
and our saviour was to come. Their apostles
were collected togather #4 the appointed time
vatching the event; but Jesus did not come,
and the prophesy was then ambiguously ex-
plained away, They frequently had signs
giventhem by the spirit, to prove to them that
what was manifested to them should take place.
Mr. Baxter rvelated an impression that he had
concerning a child, It was manifested to him
that he should visit the child, and lay hands
upon it, and that it should be hesled:—and to
prove tohim that this was of God,heshould meet
his brother i a certain place who should speak
unto him certain words; his brother addressed
him precisely tn the way and manner that the
manifestation designated; thesign tosk place,
—but when he laid lis bands ou the chiid it
did net recover. I cannot. vouch for the au-
thority of the Izst stotement as Mr, Baxter at
that time had left the Tevingites, but it is in ne-
cordance with many of their proceedings, and
the thing never hias been attempted to be denied,

It may be asked where is there any thing in
all this thatis wrong?

tst. The church was organized by women
and *God placed in the church first apostles,
secondarily prophels? wod pot first women; but
Mr. Irving placed in his church first women;
secondarily apostles; and the chureh was found-
ed and organized by them. A woman has e
right to found or erganize a church; God never
sent them to do it R

2nd, Those women would.speak inthe midst
of u meeting and rebuke Mr. Irving, or any of
the churehi : now the seripture positively says,
‘thou shalt not rebuke an elder; but entreat

! him s a father;* not only this but they {requent-
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iy acrused the brethren, thus placing them-
selvewin the seat of satan who is ewphatically
called *the accuser of the brethren?

3rd, Mr. Baxter received the spirit on asking
for it without uttending to the ordinances, and
beganto prophesy, whereas the ecriptural way
of atiaining the gift of the Heoly Ghost is by
baptisor, and by laying on of handa.

4t Ag we have stated inregard o others
the spirit of the prophets. are subject tothe
prophets; but those propbets werc suhjeet to
the spitits; the spirit comirolling their bodies at
pleasure. ’

But it may be asked how My, Baxter could
pet a sign from a second person! To this we
would answer that Mr. Baxter's brother was
under the influence of the same spirit as him-
scif; and being subject to that spirit, he could
be casily made to speak to Mr. Baxter whatev-
er the epirit should dictate; but there was not
power izthe spirit to heal the child.

Again it may be sgked how it was that they
eould speak in tongues if they were of the dev-
317 We.would answer that they could be made
1o speak in another tongue as well as intheir
own as they were under the coptrol of that spir-
it, and the devil can tempt the Hottentot, the
Turk, the Jew, or any othernation: and if these
men were under the influence of his spitit they
of course could speak Hebrew, Latin, Greek,
Ttalian, Dutch, or any other Language that the
devil knew.

Some will gay *try the spivits® by the word.
‘Bvery spirit that confesseth that Jesns Christ is
eomein the flesh is of God : and every spirit that
eonfessoth pot that Jesus Christ is come n_ the
fiesh is not of God! Johniv, 2,3 One of the
Irvingites once quoted this passage whilst un-
der the influence of a spirit, and then said, *I
confoss that Jesus Chriet is come in the flesh.
And yet these prophesies failed, their Messiah
did not comey and the great things spohen of
by them have fallen to the ground. What is
tlie gmatter here? did not the apostle speak the
truth? eertainly he did—but he spoke toa peo-
ple who were undet the penalty of death, the
moment they embyaced christianity ; and no one
without a knowledge of the (act would confess
it and expose themsclves to death: and this
was conscquently given osa eriterian to the
chureh or churchos 1o which John wrote. But
the devil on a certain occasion eried out, I
}now thee who thou artthe *Holy one of God?
Flere was a frapk acknowledgement under oth-
et circumstances,—that *Jesus had come in the
flesh.? On another oscasion the devilsaid «Paul
weo know, and Jesus we Enow; of eourse come
in the flesk. No man nor set of wmen withount
the reguiar constituted authorities, the priest-
hood and discerning of spirits ean tell irue, from
false spivits.  This power they possessed in the
apostles? day. but it has departeé from the world
for ages.

The choreh of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints have also had their false spirits; and as
it is made up of all those different sects profes-
sing cvery variety of opinion, and having been
underhe influence of so many kinds of spirits,
it & notto be wondered at if there should be
found amongst ng falso spirits.

Soon after the gospel was established in Kirt-
Jand, and during the absence of the nuthorities

of the church, many false apirits were introdu- | o ge y mo
! three Nephites, but the Nephites never gam ¢

¢ed, many sirange visions were secn, and wild

IR N

enthusiastic notions were entertained ; men run
out of doors under the influence of this epirit,
and some of them got upon the stumps of trees
and shonted, and all kinds of extravagances
were entered into by them: one man pursued n
bal] that he said he saw flying in the'sir, until
he came to a precipice whcn he jumped into the
top of a tree which saved his life, and many ri-
diculous things were entered into, caloulated
o bring disgrace upou the church of Ged;to
couvsethe spirit ef Cod to be withdrawn; and to
uproot and destroy those glorious principles
which bad been developed for the salvgtion of
the human family. But when the nuthorities
returned the spirit was made manifest, thoee
members that were exercised with it were tried
{or their fellowship; and those that would not
repent and forsake it were cut off.  Atva subse-
quent period a Shaker spirit was on the point of
being intreduced, and at aneother time the
Methodist and Presbyterian falling-down pow-
er; but the spirit was rebuked, and put dewn,
wnd those who would not submit to vule and
good order, were disfellowshipped, We have
also had bretheren and eisters who have had
the yift of tongues falsely: they would apeak
in o wuttering, unnpatural voive and their hod-
ics be disterted liks the Irvingices before allu-
ded to; whevens there is notling wnnatural in
the spirit of God, A circumstance of this kind
took place in Upper Canada, but was rebuked
by the presiding elder—nnether, & woman near
the samce place E)rﬂfessed to have the discerning
of spirita, and begun to accuse another sister of
things that she wae not guilty of, which she
said she knew was so by the spirit,—but was
afteiwards proven to be false—she placed her-
self in the capscity of the *aeeusesr of the breth-
ten’--and no person through the discerning of
spirits can bring a charge against anather, they
must be proven guilty by positive evidence, or
they stand clear.

There have also been ministering angels in
the chureh which were of satan appearing as

an angel of Hoht:—A sister 1o the State of New

York had a vieion who said it was told her that
if she would go to o certain place in the woods
an angel would appear to her,—shc went at the
appointed time and saw a glorious personage
descending arraved in white, with sandy col-
oured hairy he commenced aoed told her to feny
God and said that herhusband was called to do
great things, but that hie must not go more than
one hundred miles from home or he would not
return; whereas (God had called him to go to the
ends of the earth; and he has since been more
than one thongsnd miles from home, and is yet
alive. Many trae things wers spoken by this
personage ond many things that were false—
How it may be asked was this known to be a
bad angel? by the color of his hair; that is one
of thesigns that he can be kuown by, and by
his coniradicting a former revelation.

We have clso had brethren and sisters that
have had written revelations, and havestarted
forward to lead this church, Spch wag &
young boy in Kirtdand —Issac Russell of Mo.
and Gladdon Bistiop, and Oliver Olney of Nau-
The boy is now living with his parents,
who have subimitted to the Jaws of the church
Mr, Russell stayedin Far West, from whence
he wasto go to the Rocky mountaing, led by

&
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aud hie friends forrook him 2all but some of
his blood relstions, who have since been nearly
destroyed by the mob. Mr. Bishop was tried
by the high council his papers examined, con-
demned, and burned. and he eut off from the
chureh; he acknowledged the justice of the
decision and said **that he now saw his error;
{or if he had have been governed by the revela-~
tions given before he might have known that
no man was to write revelations for the chureh
but Joseph Smith,” and begged tobe prayed
for and forgiven by the brethren. Mr. Olney
has also been tried by the high council and
digfellowshiped because he would not have his
writings tested by the word of God; ovidently
proving that he loves darkness rather than
light because his deeds are ovil. Ed.

VIEWSE OF THE IABERAL.
Gen. Bennett’s Mother writes him
as follows, under date of Feb. 25, A. D.

184%2; to wil:

«] will however remark, that I feel
much solicitude for the prosperity of your
church, as I trust you are building on
the tock Christ Jesus, whichis a sure
foundation, and nothing will be suffered
to prevail against ity [ sincerely hope
that the days of her persecutions hgye
passed by, and that henceforth she wij
have psace throughout fier borders.”

HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH.

{Continued.) ;

«After I had retired into the place
where 1 had previously designed to go,
having looked around me and tinding my-
self alone, | kneeled down und begun to
offer up the desires of my heart to God.
I had scarcely done so when immedately
1 was seized upon by some power which
entirely overcome me, £od bad such as-
tonishing influence over me asto bind my
tongue so that I could not speak. Thick
darkness gathered around meand it seem-
¢d to me for a time as if | were doomed
te sudden destruction.  But exarting all
iy powers to call upon Geod to deliver me
out of the power of this cnemy which
had seized upon me, and at the very mo-
ment when 1 was ready to sink 1nto des-
pair and abanden myself to destruction,
not to an imaginary ruin, but to the pow.
er of some actual being from the unseen
world who had such a marvelous power
as | had never before felt in any being.
Just at this moment of great alarm, 1 saw
a pillar of light exactly over my head,
above the brightoess of the sun; which
descended gradually until it felf upon me.
1t no sooner appeared than 1 found myself

delivered from the enemy which held me
bound. When the light rested upon me
[ saw tvo personages (whose brightness
and glory defv all description) standing
nbove me in the air.  One of them spake
unto me, calling me by name, and said,
(pointing to the other.) “This is my be-
loved Son, hear him,”

My object in going to enquire of the
Lord was to know which of all the secte
was right? that I might know which 1o
join.  No sooner therefore did I get pos-
session of myself, so as to be able 10 speak,
than | asked the personages who stood
above me in the light, which of all the
sects was right, (for at this tme it had
never entered into my heart that all were
wrong.)and which I should join. [ was
answered that I must join none of them,
for they were all wreong, and the person-
age who addressed me said that all their
creeds were an abomination m his sight;
that those professors were nll corrupt,
they draw near 10 me with their lips, but
their hearts are far {rom me; they teach
for doctrine the commandments of men,
having a form of godliness, but they deny
the power thereof.”” IHe again [orbade
me 1o join with any of them: and many
other things did he say unto me which |
cannot write at this time.  When | came
to myseif again I found mysell laying on
my back, looking up into heaven. Some
few days after 1 had this visien, I hap-
pened to be 1o company with one of the
jmethodist preachers who was very active
in the before mentioned religious excito-
ment, and conversing with him on the

fsubject of religion I 100k occasion to give

him an account of the vision which I had
had. T was greatly surprised at his behav-
ior, he treated my communication not on~
ly lightly, but with great contempt, say-
ing it was all of the devil, that there was
no such thing as visions or revelations in
these days; that all such things had ceas-
ed with the apostles, and that there never
would be any more of them. | soon found
however thatmy telling the story bad ex-
cited a great deal of prejudice against me
among professors of religion and was the
cause of great persecution which contin-

ued to increase, and thoughl was an ob-
seure boy only between fourteen and fif-
teen years of age und my circumstances
in life such as to make a boy of no con-
sequence in the world; yet men of high
standing would take notice sufficient to
excite the public mind against me, and
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