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SCRIPTURE READING:

And again I say unto you, Those who have been scattered by their enemies, it is my
will that they should continue to importune for redress and redemption, by the hands
of those who are placed as rulers, and are in authsrity over you, according to the
laws and constitution of the people which I have sufferel to be established, and
should be maintained for the rights and protection of all flesh, according to just
and holy principles, that every man may act in doctrine, and principle pertaining to
futurity, according to the moral agency which I have given unto them, that every man
may be accountable for his own sins in the day of judgment. Therefore, it is not
right that any man should be in bondage one to another, And for this purpose have 1
established the constitution of this land, by the hands of wise men whom I raised up
unto this very purpose, and redeemed the lani by the shedding of blood.

(Section 98, Paragraph 10, Bcok of Doctrine and Covenants. This revelation
was given to the Saints who were driven out of Jackson County in November
1833, instructing them as to their attitude towards government.)
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"Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar!s,
and unto God the things that are God's."

God is interested in government., He himself is the great ruler of heaven and
earth and sky and sea =-- the ruler of the universe about us. He has never abdicated
nor surrendered his right to rule in the affairs of men and of nations., When he
chose Israel to be his people, the government which he instituted among them was a
theocracy -- a govermment of God as King and Ruler, through his prophets and judges.
When the people clamored for Gideon tc be a king and rule over them, after his
victory over the Midianites, Gideon said, "I will not rule over you, neither shall
my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule cver you." (Julges 8:23) Later, when the
pecple demanded that Samuel should choose them a king, Samuel at first refused, but
then was given this instruction from God: "Hearken unto the voice of the people in
all that they say unto thee, for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected
me, that I should not reign over them.® (I Sam, 8:7) Samuel chnse a king, but
charged the people: ®Ye have this day rcjected your God;" (I Sam. 10:19) and have
demanded a king to reign over you "when the Lord your God was your King." (I Sam,
12:12) As late as Daniel's day, it was still recognized that God was above all
kings and thrones and empires, for Daniel said, "He removeth kings, and setteth up
kings.," (2:21)

Because God is ruler over all, cvery earthly ruler and every earthly govermment
exists by his sufferance; and each one is judged as to the way worldly government is
administered and executed, 'Nations and their rulers rise and stand, or crumble and
fall according to whether or not they rule wisely, righteously, and well -- in keep-
ing with the laws cof the great overseeing Ruler, God,

Why do governments exist? There are three principal theories which we want to
examine briefly, The first is that governments exist for the benefit of the rulers,
who because God gave them their strength, their cunning, and their wealth assume that
God meant them to rule, and use their gifts an< their position to enrich themselves
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and entrench themselves in power for their own selfish aggrandizement., A second
theory of government is that the state is the all-important thing, that the citizen
exists only to serve,to support, to defpnd and to enrich the state -~ that the
state is the end and aim and purpose of all human existence. And the third theory
of government, which is the theory upon which all democracy is based, is that --
governmments are instituted among men for the sole purpose of prescrving, protecting,
and defending the rights, privilsges, liberties, freedoms, and prerogatives which
are an inherent part of svery man's birthright, The Declaration of Indepen-dence
asserts; "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Crcator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these arc Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights,
Govermments arc instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent
of the governed,"

Latter Day Saints feel that their sacred literature has something worth while
to contribute to the world's philosophy of government. The hard central core of
this philcsophy is a firm and unswerving belief in man's free moral will or ag=zncy.
No cther church can believe in agency and free moral will in quite the same way or
to quite the same extent that we do, bscause our sacred books contain much teaching
abcsut this principle which is not available to those whe receive only the King James
or Authorized Bible as Scripture., The Bible hints at, but does not give us very
many of the facts 2bout the war in heaven before the creation of earth, in which
Lucifer and one third of the hosts of heaven were cast cut., What was the cause cf
that war? What was the issue a2t stake?

The Inspired Version of the Scriptures, corrected by the Spirit of Inspiration
throuch Joseph Smith, has some added infeormation which answers those questions. In
Chapter ITTI of thc Buok of Genesis in this Inspired Version, we zre told that
Lucifer, or Satan, came before God with a proncsal that he would go to earth to re-
Jdeem mankind, ant would guarantee thot not one scul shoull be lost; bul as reward
for this service, he demanded that he should recczive the [lory and honor of Goi
himself, Now nctice carefully this verse cn agency: "herefors bacause that Satan
rebelled against me, and sought to destroy the agency of man, whicn I, the Lord God,
had given him; and alsc that I should give him mine own powsr; Ly the powsr of
mine Only Begotten I caused that he should te cast dowm, and he became Satan; Yea,
even the devil, the father of all lies, to deceive and to biind men, and to lead
them captive at his will, even as many as would not hearken vnte my voice," 1In
other words, AGENCY was the cause of the war in heaven. Satan exerciced his acency
to beccme what he was. The war in heaven was about agency. Satan wanted to Jestroy
ageney; God was so ccncerned aoout conserving it that he resisted with force, and
cast the rebellious would=-be tyrants out of his presence, Ever since that dey,
Satan has bzen trying to destroy and take away man's 2pency on the earth, as he once
tried to do in heaven before the earth was created. Jesus offzred rather to come to
earth on Gol's terms, inviting men to believe in and obey him ani his gospel law,
asking no vlrry or honur for himself, but v1llln¢ always tc say, "Father, thy w111
be done, and the glory be thine for ever,®

God continued to follow the principle of frece moral will and agency when he
placec man and woman in the garden of Eden. He placed before them there a choice;
eat of any tree in the garden except one, and live. Eat of that one forbidden tree,
and die. Adam and Eve made their choice, discbeyed God, and brought death inte the
world —- death which because ¢f its physical naturs was inherited by all their
posterity.

What was the effect of this single tragic cheoice? Listen carefully and think
through this statement carefully, because at first it sounds like nonsense, This one
choice made all other pcssible choices meaningless and worthless, because this one
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all-important choice made it impossible ever to choose life again, unless God should
mlraculgusly intervenc and preovide some plan by which some ome kind of life might again
be made possible and available through some other chcice., Unless God did perform
this miracle of grace, man could spend his whole lifetime in making foolish and
wicked choices, and the end would be death, But if he spent his whole lifetime
making wise 2nd righteous cholces, .and trying to obey God, the end would likewise
have been death, unless God had 1ntervened to provide a way of life, so that men by
their chodices could find that way. This is the crux, the most highly significant
and most often overlooked aspect of Christ's atonement. By that atonement which was
preached to Adam in.the beginning, Jesus provided 3 way of life, so that men now had
an alternative to dezth, and by choosing to believe in and Follow him, could escape
from the insvitability of death. WNote these words .from the Book of Mormon, in which
the principle is beautifully expressed: "The Messlah cometh in the fullness of time,
that he may redeem the children of men from thc fall And because they are redeemed
from the fall, they have become free for ever,. knowing gopd from evil; To act for
themselves, 1nd not to be acted upon, save it be; by the punishment of the Lord, at
the great and last d=y......Vherefore, men are, froe,...to choose liberty and eternal
life, through the great mediation of all men, of to choose captivity and death,
according to the captivity ani power of the devil."  (II Nephi 1: :116-120) 1In o+her
worﬂs, man s right of agency -and free choice is so. 1moortant that Christ gave him-
self in’ th tonement that this rlght of agency nlght ‘be preservbd for =211 time,

t 1.

If thiis be true (anu every Curlstlan cannot but admlt that it is) then it is
not difficult at all to see why God is interested in govbrnmbnt, and why he is cone-
cerned that government should be of the type which will conserve, protect, safe-
guard, and cherish this freedom., Government at its best should be 2 free and volun-
tary association of free men, united to protect and conserve thair freedom, their
rights, and their free moral agency. It is not right that any man should be in
bondage to another. It is not right that any man should be compelled by another,
unless he must be compelled to respect the freedoms and rights of others., There is
no accountability for acts, unless they are done of a person's own free will -- no
cormendation due for good acts ~- no condemnation due for bad acts, unless they are
acts freely done, of one's own free moral will and agency., Rights and freedoms must
therefore be preserved in order that there may be accountability for the deeds done
in the flesh,

We believe that the state, or the govermment, has no right to interfers in any
man's religious worship, so long as that worship does not jecopardize the rights or
freedoms of others; in cther words, there should be a complete separation of church
and state, Not only should there bp no dictation from the state as to religicus
observances, but there should be no dictation of the church ts the state in an
attempt to purchase for any church or scct special privileges or preferment in the
treatment accorded by the government. The church's members should be actively
interested in politics, in good government and in the affz2irs of the state, to the
extent that they will habitually seek for, uphold, and sustain good and honorable
men in office, and will help to create and maintain the pressures of an informed
public opinion on vital issues which the pecple, through their representatives in
government, must decide.

We believe that it is the right and Jduty of each citizen of a state who re-
ceives the protection of its government tc keep its laws., "Let no man break the
laws of the land, for he that keepeth the laws of God hath no need to break the laws
of the land." (foctrine and Covenants 58:5) Vhen a citizen does break civil law,
it is the duty of the church and of her indiviiual members to deliver the offender
up tc the state for prescribed legal punishment. The only punishment which the
church may administer for crime is excommunication.
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We believe that it i1s the duty of government to protect its citizens --
individually and collectively -- against crime or violence or loss of rights and
freedoms, whether the threat comes from within or without the state., 24Anl since
the state is not some nebulous entity completely separate from its citizens, but
is actually the citizens themselves, it is the right of all citizens to protect and
preserve the govermment that protects and preserves them and their families -- not
only the right, but their Jduty to do so, even to the point of bearing arms to put
down civil insurrecticn at home, or foreign agression from abroad,

In this generation when we have seen so many desperate and clever attempts to
destroy the agency of whols nations and peorples, to deprive them of life, liberty,
property, and all possibility of happiness, to bind them in chains behind the iron
curtain, in concentration and slave camps, and in extermination camps, we need to
think through carefully again the relationship between Christ’'s atonement and sacri-
fice for us, and the freedoms we enjoy. Every freedom we have stems from and is
made significant by the right to choose life or death, which Christ's atonement
made possible, Godts way is always the way of freedom and agency. The devil's way
is always the way of captivity, of slavery, of the denial of every human right, and
eventually of death., Let us then uphold zvery government, every church, every
erganization of whatever kind, which sesks the freedom of men, for freedom is the
way of God, and this way was purchased for us with the lifc of Ged's own Son,

Jasus Christ our Lord.
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